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S m===tlevidences. ‘They are sufficient indeed to command [ echoing with the voice and doctrine of the apostie .
SELECTED. our belief; but they must have heen more repeated [| the remembrance of them was fresh and present to»
T — = and more developed by the living voice of Tesus|/the minds of the faithtul. Their scats, to use the:
AMICABLE DISCUSSION. Christ. In fact, by imposing upon some the obli-l expression of Testullian, still spoke: it was suffi
Continucd.

LETTER IIIL
UN THB INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH. ”

The conclusion of the passage confirms what,
tias been said ina still more forcible manner,  For,|
thilowing two metaphors of St. Paul, Jesus Christ|
has given us the ministry of the pastors, in order
that, being strengthened by their instructions, we
may not float about in uncertainty, like children
who, when left to themselves, go as chance leads
them to the right or the left without knowing where
to direct their steps; and that * we may not be
tgssed to and fro and carried about with every
wind of doctrine.” ‘The doctrine of our conduet-
ors is for us, therefore, asolid and weighty anchor.
Let us hold fast to this anchor, and let the winds,
and the tempests, and the waves wotk their plea-

gation of teaching, and on others that of hearing,
he must necessarily have guavanteed all against the
dangerof deceiving or being deceiued. By enjoin-
ing thern above all things topreserve unity among
them from one end of the world to the other, Je-
sus Christ must strongly have insisted upon the on-
}y means which would keep them together, and in
their turn the apostles must have repeated it over
ardover again in every place to which they carried
the word of the gospel.  They must have exploin-

right and obligation of instructing would in allages
attach to theepiscopal body ot the Church: that
decisions made by it should become for the peeple
a rule of ézith, manifest and at the same time up-
shakeable, I'y the power of the Holy Spirit. Itis even
o be suppo:ed that the aposties would have car-

sure. 'We shall, undoubtedly, be always agitated
but never shall we be drawnaway. The immovea-
ble anchor will firmly keep us within sight of port
a0d uaifiraly directed among owrselves tuwards
sneand the same centre. As for those, who being
deceivad by the artifices and seductions of some in-
dividuals shall withdraw from this powerful sup-
port to follow them, you will see them become the
spott of the winds, havingno longerany guide but
*heir own fancy, always unceriain, in rough ccean
Wwandering from error to errar, and, in the confu-
sion of opinions, not knowing what course to steer
some disappear at last under the waves, and others
rush distractedly into a labyrinth of endless errors.
"Chis is the history of the Church and of alt the
sects that have separated from Jit; and St. Paul’s
dostrine isfound to becorrect by the cxperience
ol cighteen hundred years.

29 Butifin the small number of writings that
we have upon the preaching of our Saviour und
of his apestles, we find such manifest proofs of in-
Allibility, how much more striking and more mul-,
iplied proofs must they have had, who had the hap-
pinesd to hear Jesus Christ, and, alter him, his
disciples, explain theroselves upon thig important
articke! We know that the sacred writers have
awen buta very succinet account of what wassaid
and done by aur Saviour and by themselves, St.
John goes sofar as to declore that if they desired to
gwwe the full detail, they would scarcely contain the
gooks that must be written, These words that we
read upon the promises made to the Church
sligyld therefore Be regarded as some stragaling

ried their solicitudeso faras to exphin the manner
in which they might one day have a mutual under-
standing end actin cencert with one another, ac-
cording to thecircumstances in which it should
please heaven toplace the Churches, in the exer-
cise of their authority and the promulgation of their
doctrine. These considgrations convince me, that,
of itsown nature, the dogma!of infaliibility must
have been a dogma the most clearly known from
the first times of the church. Nevertheless I make
no difficulty in confessing that we do not discover
so miany traces of it in the three first ages as in
those that follow, They are not, however, devoid
of them, and some of them you shall be made ac-
quainted with. Ifthey are not to be found so fre-
quently, beside ghat thereremain but few monu-
meats of these distant times, I shall morcover give
you two particular reasons for it.  'Whateyer cer-
tainty thereshould exist at that time that from the
concurrence of the bishops there  would result an
infallible opinion, there was no necessity of Laving
recourse 1o it to condemn heresics so evidently con-
trary to faith, as were those of the first ages, that
we know not which to be most astonished at, the
audacity or the extravagance of their authors. It
was a most siriple and casy thing for every teach-
er torefute such opinions on the ground of therr
manifest opposition to the doctnne just estabhshed
by the apostles. The whale o the first age was
filled with their disciples; the second possessed sa-
ny of them, and those who were not had been for
the most part instructed by the immediate succes-

sors of these disviples.  Thus the world was still

ed to the bishops, as they established them, that th. !

cient in those times tosay to the mnovators, ¢ ‘The
apostles taught not o0; they wrote not so: vour
doctrine is not theirs; this is the first tme we have
heard such; 1t is false it is impious.” The sccomd
reason is the impossibility there existed during th
fire of persecutions, for the bishopsto assemble and
to pronounce decisionsin comwon, and togive at
that Jdme to the world splendid proofs of their au
thority. In those daysof researches and of blood
there were no other means of meeding noveltics
hut by private condemnations, in which, neverthe-
{ess, the bishops discover to us unequivocal traces
of their opinion of thewr infallibility. Every one
who then thought proper to dogmatize, to gain crc-
dit for his foohsh ideas, was marked by the dioer
san bishop, who admonished him of his error, chy-
ritably reproved him, refited, threatened, and a
last condemned him.  The affair then passed from
oue to another, and according to the facility of cir
cumstances to the neighbouring  bishops, 1o those
of the province, to thuse of the apostolic churches,
and with more eagerness and deference still to him
who presided upon the eonnent chair of the prince
of the apostlcs.

For the greater part of the time it was from this
principal sce that the condemnation came, which
from the centre of unity, reachedin every sense to
the farthest extremities.  The Bishops adbered
ta it by a consent either expressed or tacit, and
/their separate approbations formed in their great
re-union the irrefragable decesion of the dispersed”
church: the dogma wassettled, and the refractopy
innovator from thattime marked out toall the faith-
ful, as he would be in our days after a similar sen-
tence, under the disgraceful name of keretic, Thuy
in the second age were Saturninus, Basilides,:
Valentinus, Carpocrates, Cerdo and Marcion.
[condemmned and stigmatized as corruptors of the.
|faith * ‘

| It wonld Ve zn Wistoricad erpor to imagine that thy
Churches were then isolated, withont commusication 1
igetber, and unknown to out unnther, whereas from their
jvery origin they tended to uothing but to be united toge
ther, beiny mutually known and of suppart to pne anathes
ICalito mind the cireumstancesof Fortunatas going to Rome
!to implore the autbority of the Pope inthe distarbaoce fhus
had commeneed at Corinth; of Clement, who sends him
{back with four deputics to labour in re-establishing orde:
andpeaco of Polycarp gomg in person, at his advancelf!
time of hfe, to eonfer with tho pape Amcetos upen metters
of discipline; of Iznatius writing seven epistles to differen

‘Cfmrchcs daring the lopg rout which condueted bipﬁ
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In less stormy perivds,and when the Church had

o respite under mulder and wmore humane Emper-
«rs, the bishopsassembled tozether, as far a5 cir-
« nnestances permitted, and pronounred  autborita-
~ely upon whatever belonged  to faith, We
taarn thus {from the fullowing very remarkable pas-
<age of Tertullian; ¢ According to . prescrioed or-

'tempts to reduce the mysteries to intelligible ideas,
and atiacks the mystery of the Trinity by denying
the divinity of our Saviour. The bishops of the;
province take alarm flocle a second time to Antiocl!
condemn the errors of Paul, depose him from his;
see, and with one voice cxcommunicate him. Paul |
under the protection of Zcnobia, obstinately per-:

cwanee, from “ all the Churches, thereare in cer-

#ain places of Greece councils assembled,in which,
the mostimportant affairs are discussed publicly n,

common; and tlas ropresentation of tha whole,

. 4t . I Sereiert g, .
hristian name obtains amongst us the areatest; Judging, adds Theodoret, thathe, who submits not

voneration.”’t Fuscbius, speaking of the first ages,
<Dserves, © that, at the birth of heresy all the bish-
<ps of the world rase up to extinguish the fire.”
“T'he ambitious Montanus aspires to pass for the pa-,
raclete promised by Jesus Christ. e seduccs,
¢y the aucterity ot his manners and ofhis precepts
w.nd by the imposing style of Lis prophecics.  The
Tishops of Asta assemble frequently at Hierapolis,
and, afier much precaution and a long examing-
tion, pronounce the prophecies of Montanus fo be
false aud prophane, as also those of Priseilla and|
Maximilla who liadeft their husbands to join the
<:travagancies of theimpostor: they condemn their
Joctrine and their crrors, and cut them off fromthe
<nmmunion of the Cihwrch.
In 255, when peace was restored to the Christian
«nder the Emperor Gallus, many of thuse who had

tallenin the late persecutions demanded the  peacey

+nd the communion of the Church and were recerv-
<d into it, after having undergone the rigours of the
g:ublic peanance.  Novatian, a priest of a stern and
Earsh characler, is indignant at the condescension
¢hat is shewn to these weak and cowardly crealures
enzintains that absolution cannot be granted to those
wwho kave falleninto idolatry, and separales from
Popc Cornelius, whose see he even desires to usurp:
« 6ynod of sixty bishops condemnshim at Rome and
cxpels him from the Church.

£aul of Samaosatz, bighiop of Antioch in 262, to
dmw to the Christian tc%igion Queen Zcnobia, at-

martyrdom, and begging of them taseod trusty priests to
&1s Church at Ant:och to console 3t oa s abscoce, and
coonop hus death.  'The followiag is the address of a fetter
wiilten on oceasioa of the martyrdom of Polycarp, as found
«a Buschius.  ** The Church of God  whickh a5 at Smyroa |
«alates 2l persoas of the holy Cathelic Church spread ;
«brogzhout the warld.” Intheyear 160  Euscbius has
eanzcover preserved us the letter of the Churches of Vicnna
«od Lvons to the Churches of Asia and Phrygia on the
on:my;‘dom of Potiunus, Attalus, of Sabinaand their com-
@ancens.n 177, Evcn from the time of the apostlos, a cor-
oespondence was opened amoag all the Churchbes and was
¥raquent. St. Paul praises the Romans, ¢ becuase  their,

&adh was spoken of in the whole workl, asd because their .

ebedicace was published in cvery plce.” Hebegs them
&0 salute his fellow-labourers, Prisca and Acquila, whe had

407 his life 1aid down their own necks, to whom not onlyhe |

! pronounced decidedly upon what pertained to fauth,

lpronouncing anathema upon them. And it was
|, not because these men had taught crroncous Coc-

sistsin not quilting his see, until such time as Au-
relian, becoming masterof Antiooh, ordains that
the cpiscopal residence shall belong to him, to
whom the bishops of Rome address their letters;

to the sentence of those, of iis religion, ought to

have nothing more to do in common with them.
‘These examples, to which others might easily

_be added, prove that from the first ages the bishops

deelared what was revealed and what was not, cut
“off froin (he Church those who refused to obey them |
and exiled them among heretics and intidels, by

 trines, but because they did not subsnit to the au-
thority of their ecclesiastical superiors, because
‘they persisted in their opinions afler they had. been
‘conderpned ani raiscd themselves as confumacious
"rebels against the decision of the bishops.” ¢ The
proud and the contumaci,us are slruck unto death,
by the spiritual sword (said St. Cyprian,) when
theyare cut off from the Church.”” Now to inflict
spiritual death on proud spirils, anl to de-

The facts T have jusi adduced speak for them-
selves. The bishops have displayed their authori
ty in all its possible exient; the faithful have re
cogunized it by complying with the sentences pass-
cd upon the heretics, with whom they ceased from
that time to hold any communication, Thus th
usage aud the practice of the primitive church suf

ﬁcicnlly prove that the dogma of infallibility was
recogeized init.  We see, moreover, in the few
writings that are come down (o us from these times
that the fathers considered this dogma as a truth
generally established.

Letus return tu the beautiful epistle of St. Igna-

tius, of whom 1 spoke in wy precedicg letter

* While among you, I loudly called upon you and
said: Be unitedto the bishop.’’t Avoid divisions a«
the source of cvils: all of you follow the bishops, as
Jesus Clirist follows his father.>’# You sce the epis.
copal authority marked out as the means of preser-
ving unity—*¢ I bid you farewell in Jesus Christ.
Be submissive to the bishops and the pricsts ac-
cording tothe command of God.”*§ I exhort you
to do every thing in divine concord, the bishop
presiding in the placeof God.T It is still to the
episcopal chair that hic attaches the the bond of uni-
ty’ You must concir with the aid of the hishops.
as you do ; for your vzorthy pricsts are in harmony
with them, like the chords of a lyve, aud your uni-
onformsa wonderful harmony. ——— Take care,

Euscbius, after ssying that the Montanists were condemne
by all the Catholic Churches, 1s satisfied with proving tins
by the councils that wero held it Asia.—But the churches

vote the contumacious to eternal damnation, ft was,
“necessary that the Fishops should knowall their

‘rights, that they should be convinced they could not
be mistaken in lheir decisions: it was necessary
,that they chould be assured tisat Jesus Christ

iwas with them: that the spirit of truth never would
‘abandon them, and that, according to the order of
 their master, whoever did not hear them, deserved
.to be treated as a heathen and a publicae. Far
from suspecting these venerable bishops of not
knowing their authority, onc would be much rather
templed to accuse them of having exaggerated it,
"and eatended it beyond its bounds, by attributing
{1o their scanty synods an infallibility which had on-

Iy been given to the entire body of bishops. But
(it must be observed that the opinions it condemned
in these first syneds, had already been condemned
"by the apostles; that, pethaps also, this small num-
ber of assembled bishops knew to a certainty the
doctrine of theirabsent brethren, and that at ull
cvents, the acceptation of these would take place
in due time, and coaclude by adding to the weight
“of the synodical sentences the last seal of infaliibi-

Jity

[

s« Spirituali gladio superdi et contumaces necantur, dum
. de ecclesia cjiciuntur.””  Ep. LXII.—$Euscbius teaches us
that the councilof Antioch, after having condemned Paulof
Samosata, addressed asynodal letter to Dyonisius, bishop
of Rome, to Maximus, bisbop of Alexandria; to all the

#ave thanks, but also all the Ciucches of the Gentiles.

Froza Asia Ninos, S$t. Jobn, azcording toantient tradition |

addressed hisJirst epistle to the Parthians, who were so
cofaote from bitn and out of the Roman Empire.  St. Peter
Koroteto the Christians of Pontus, Gallatia, Cappadacia, of

sysis, Bythinia,and in fac, to 2}l the faituful of the disper-;

«0n, St. Jaces 2ud St Jade addressed thair cpustes tosl]
«uc Siopersed tribes, to all those v ho pres
420l an? is Jeses Cliist.

—a
fAep-0

{iemselves,, Church and depnived of Catholic commumion.’” “One
"tmight be surprised” obsdtves the learncd Thomassin, © that

bishops, all the priests andall the deacons of the world,
and to the whole Catholic Church uader heaven.

" ¢ The faithful who werein Asia (says Easebius again)
assembled many times aad in many srts of Asia, and, hav
"ing examined the doctrine of Nontanus they conderaned
.1, 03 whichaccount these hieretics were dnven from the

of Asia were bving in Communion andin perfect under-
stangdiog with the other Catholic Churches of the world:
they haa been informed that these sevolters were equally”
displeasing to the other Churches as to themselves. The
silence of the other churches confirmmed the examination
and decision of the Churches of Asia.
“Pope Cornclius wrote = letter to Fabius, bishup of An-
tioch, in which he informed him what resolutions had been
agreed to by the counciland by all the bishops of Italy and
Africa, besides those of many atherprovinces They had al-
$0 published the letters of St Cyyprianand of the other bish-
ops of Africa who were assembled.”
Saint Alexander, after havingassembleda Couacil atA
lexandrik, in which Arius and lus adherents were condemn-
ed with ummnimous voice, wrote to all the Wasohpsea syno_
dal letter, of which Theodoret has preserved us a cops.
Helays open the procecdings and the doctrine of his coun-
cil, Amongother thiogs he says “ Weall profess ono only
catholi¢ and apostolic church, always invincible, althoagh
allthe world conspire to make war upon it, and vietorious
over all the impious attempts of the heretics, placisg her
confidence on theword of the Fatherof the fanily, Take
courage,I hare conquered the world > Aud novr sec how he
concludes. *- Condemn them withus after the example of
your brethren, who have written to me and subscribed to
the note which I sent you together with their letters.
There 2re some from all Egypt, from Thebizs, from Lybia,
Pentapoli, Syzia, Pampbylia, Asia, Capadociz, and the
neighboring provinces. Iam expecting to reccive similar
letters from you ; forafter many other medicizes Lam led
to think that theagreement of the bishops could complete
the cure of those whom they bave led astray.®

He sent these decrees to all the churches and from their
unity they acquired their final streogth.  This is tho re-
mark of Bossuct upon the decisien just adduced of the Sy-
ao0d of Alexandriaagainst Arius.

4 To the Philadelphizas —jfTo the Christians of Smyras.
§To the christians of Tralles.—~¥To the christians of Mag-.
nesia,

-
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therefore, noet toresist the bishop, that you may be,
subjectto Godj for all those whom the Father |
ot the family sends for the government of his house,
vyt aught to receive as you would him that sends:
them” We will oot press the words of Saint!
Egnatius so far as to conclude that ke attached in-}
fallibility Badividually to each bishop, 'Thoze of

whom he speaks were personally kiown to him. )
He knew that their doetrine was pure Saconfom‘.m-:E
ble with the universal doctrine  that union reizned !

hetween them and the pricsts, between then and !
a1 those whom the Father of the family
had  sent for the government of his house. ;
Now this unity would hawe ceased imem-!|
Jiarely that a bishop taughtany dogma con- |
irary o the received doctrine of the Chiurch, as we |
have seen in the case of Paul of Sumosata con-
demned and deposed by hisbrethren. Thus, then,
we come to analyze the matter, we find:!
<hat it was upon the conformity with the general
doctrine of the bishops,that Saint Ignatius founded, |
on the one hand, the particular authority of each’
bishop, and, on the ather, the entire submission he
required to be paid to them by the people ; and by,
a more remote consequence, it appears necc‘ssal‘y.{
aceording to his principles, that the doctrine of the
great majority of the bishops must have been in-
fallible, otherwise the faithtul, by conforming them-
selves to the bishops according to the command of
God,might have been drawn nto error,without any
means of being preserved fromit. In aword,if we
understand the doctrine of this great map, he tea-'
ches us that the upity of the Church depends upon
the submission of the faithfiul to their particular
bishop, and on the agreement of the bishops among
themselves, thatis to say, that the supreme author-
ity given to the body of the bishopsis the safe-
guard of unity. We find the same doctrine tau-
zht one hundred and forty years afterwards by the
slin strious dector and martyr of Carthage. * The
Catholic Church is one,’, wrote Saint Oyprian, *|
and the bishops joined together are the borde of
this union,’* These few words comprise the whole
subject ot this and the preceding letter: they give
you in abridgment the entire theory ofthe unity
and the infallibility of the Church.t

*Ep. XXXIIL—~1“There is hut one episcopacy spread;
on all sides in many bishops united together.” Cyprian, !
in his Epta Antodianus, bishop of Africa, and again, in his |
book On Unity; The Catholic Church is united in all its
parts and lidated by the (glutino) of the bish-,
Jops adhering to one another. We who are bishops and |
who preside in the Church, we ought particularly a.mll
more closely to embrace and defend this unity.”—4}Born in |

120, martyred under Marcus Aurclius in 203
To be continueq.
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DEFENCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,

By Demetrius A, Gallitzin, 2 Russign Prince ;
now a Catholic Priest ; addressed by him to a
reviler of our Holy Religion.

Continued.
2hall now, ina few words, explainthe doetrine of
}f)‘i holy Catholi¢ Church resbe'cﬁ,,g

. IMAGES, PICTURES, AND RELICS.
Much jndeed need not he said on that subject, to

lapprove, as conformable to the word of God and of

iirents and friends ?

those who are candid, and provided with the least
share of common sense ; {o these, who with seeing
eyes will uot see, and with hearing ears Will not
hear, too much has been said already.

The general council of Trent declares, that
“ The sacred bodies of the holy martyrs, and of
other saints, who were living members of Christ,|
and the temples of the Holy Ghost, which bodies)
will by him be raised to eternal life and glorified,
ought to be venernated by the faithful on earth.”’—
Conc. Trid. Sess. 25. ¢ Also that the images of
Christ, of the blessed Virgin, and of the other
saints, are to be retained, especially in churches,
and that due honor and vencrationis to be given to
them, not that any divinity, or any power, is to be
believed to reside in them.”” The catechism of the
council of Trent adds, ¢ istud maxime cavendum,
ne quod Deo proprium est, cuiquam praterea tri-
buant,”? T, 2, p. 603.; < particular care must be
taken that none be given what belongs to God
alope,”

Here is nothing but what every Christian must

reason,

St. Jobn the Baptist venerated the very latchet of
our Saviour’s shoes. Mark i, 7.

The Israelites venerated the brazen serpent, a
type or figure of Christ. Numb. xxi.

By the command of God, two images of Cheru-
bims were made and placed on the ark, Exodus
XXV,

The primitive christians venerated the very
shadows and garments of St. Peter and St. Paul,
and received particular blessings thereby. Acts
v. 15, and xix. 11, ’

Roman Catholics venerate the images of Christ,
of the blessed Virgin, and of the saints, on account
of their prototypes. None of them are so stupid as
to believe, that any divinity, any power or virtue
resides in auy of those images,

How many, both Protestants annd Catholics,
keepthe picture of a great General, and exhibit
the same in the most conspicuous place of their
houses, certainly with the view of showing honor
to his memory. Nobody, in his senses, ever tho”
of condemning that practice as superstitious.

How many Protestants have hung upon the walls
of their houses, the pictures of their degeased pa-
How many a Protestant child
will honor the picturg of a deceased parent with a
costly frame ; look at the picture with sentiments
of respect and veneration, perhaps bedew that pic
ture with {ears of sorrow and gratitude, nay, with
the most sincere affection press that picture to its
lips? S8ir, will you accuse that child of supersti-
tion?,
Let prejudice subside, and now substitute a
Catholic in the room of the Protestant, and the pic-
ture of Christ crucified in the place of the picture
of the deceased parent : pray, dear sir, will you
not permit that Catholic to exhibit his crucifix in
the most conspicuous part of his house?  Will yon
not permit him to look at his crucifix tvith respect
and veneration? Will you not permit him to bedew

Nay, with the most sincere love and affection to
press that crucifix to his lips? And suppose that
Catholic should allow an honorable place {o the
picture of the most blessed Virgin Mother of our
Savieur, and likewise to the pictures of the holy
Apostles, and of other servants of Christ, woull
you condemn him ? would you accuse him of su -
perstition 2 1 cannot think so.

I'have spent many happy moments before the
celebrated picture of Guido Reni, in the gallery
of Dusseldorf, in Germany, which represents the
assumption of the blessed Virgin, and I must con -
fess, that I was struck withawe, § found myselt
in a decp contemplation, MYy seul, as it were,
withdrawn from its earthly habitation, and elevated
towards the mansions of eternal bliss. The heav .
enly looks of the Virgin,as expressed in the picture,
pointed out to me the proper object of my affeci:
ons. With the deepest sentiments of my own un.
worthiness, I had the most exalted ideas of the dign:-
ty of man,& it was with regret Ileft the spot, when
called away to my lodgings.

Religious pictures, in general, are well calculs-
ted both to enlighten and to edify. To enlighten,
by exhibiting the most remarkable and prominent
facts belonging to the history of religion ; to edify,
by kindling up the fire of devotion. .

What place then, could be found more proper
for religious pictures, than the church, the house o
God, the sanctuary where the tremendous sacrifice
is offered, and where the sacraments, the divine
mysteries, are administered., That place, above
all others, is the place of devotion, and it is there,
that, by hearing the word of God, by offering up
our prayers, by meditating on divers religious sub
jects represented by our pictures, meditating on the
religious and moral virtues of the saints whose im-
ages arc before us, meditating especially on the
great sufferings of Christ, as represented by our
crucifixes, on his immense love for sinners, &, i:
is there, I'say, and by such means, that our piety is
both enlightened and inflamed.

Syperstition ! ! 1-—Amiable superstition {ndceq,
which is productive of so much good! And docs
not zeal for the cause of religion suggest a sincare
desire, hat the erucifix, and other religious picturcs
would be substituted in the place of many of these
pictures that often adorn the walls of our people o
fashion, to the detriment of both religion and morajs®
Would not that zeal which attacks our religious
pictures, and exhibits them most shamefully, as (he
objects of our superstitious Wworship, be more mer
itoriously employed in condemning those indecent,
immedest, and truly scandalous pictures, which .L_Q
defiling the imagination, and tarnishing the purity
of the beart, are well calculated to extinguish de
volion, cr the love of God altogether, and therefore
to produce an effect the very reversé of that pro-
duced by religious pictures : and ifthe command-
ment of God ¢ Thou shalt not make to thyself any
graven image,”” &c. ever was intended to be under
stood in the literal sense, Was'it not principally with
regard to such images oF pictures as have a ten-
dency, by defiling the imagination, 'and corrupting
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bis crucifix with tears of sorrow and gratitudc?—|!

the heart, to withdraw from the gredt Creator, that



e oo’

i e

THE CA'THOLIC.

X

?Ww

~Mection, honor, and worship, whichare due to him.
alone, and to place them on the most unworthy of |
i30d’s creatures,  'This, in my opinion, is the most!
dangerous kind of idolatry, the most univcrsnlly]
. ractised, both by bad Cathalics and bad Protest-|
ants @ it isthus the idolatry of the Pagans chict!yi
-riginated  never would altars have been erected
1 Bacchus, or to Venus, had not corrupted man:
bestowed his heart and passions on the infamous
« bjects of his passions.

Ab, sir, permit me to say it, this is not onc of

i

drag willions of soulsinte the gulph of perdition;
to raiso the huc aml cry against Popish pictures,!
Popish idolatry, to sound the trumpet of nlarm}
i;om the rising tothe setting of the sun, and to at |
*acl the pious practice of keeping crucifines and
scligious pictures, with the sharp and poisonous
&aafts of low ribaldry and sarcasms. I say, thisis
not one of theleast of Satan’s infernal stratagemns,
snorder to divert the attention of corrupted man,
t:om the far more dungerous idolatry i which s
mnheart is engaged, having bestowed att his at-
<cption, his affection, his devotion, on the unworthy
objects of his criminal passions, and fecling for
&iis God nothing but tho most perfect indifference.
That tbe gentlemen who call themselves ministers
of Christ, who pretendto no inconsiderable share of
fearning, and who are, or mght be, well acquant-
«d with the doctrine and practices of the Catholic
«lurch m regard to crucifixes aud pictures, shoutd
Juinin this work of destruction, should wilfully
miscepresent this pious and edifying doctrine and
practice, and thatthey should with unabated zeal,
attack this prefended Popish idolatry, a mere
phantom, instead of directing their united efforts
against that real idolatry, which is driving millions
oftouls into the gulf of perdition, is truly astonish-
éng, and affords an additional proof of whatI bave
already advanced : that sinful man, if he should
&decame so presumptious as to attempt reforming
the most holy, the most perfect of all the works of|
od, the church, will, in just punishment for his
sacrilegious presumpton, be deprived of the
teavenly light of God’s grace : with sceing eyes be
will not eee, he will call right wrong, aud wrong
cight, and < blaspheming what he does not know,
&2 will parish in bis oywmcorruption.” 2 Pet. ii. 12.
With regard (6 relics or remaius of saints, we hon-
or themin the same way as e dp scligious images,
accprding to the practice of antiquity. If this
@-aclice scandalizes you, siy, why do you permit
your Protestant Licarers to show honor and respect;
17 the remains or relicsof their deceased friends?
Are not the remaias or relics of your deceased
Protestants honored with decent burials, accompa-
aied with many ceremonies ? Ave not their tombs
decorated with costly monuments? Are not the
gemains or relics of many Protestants embalmed at
vty great expense, ang scmelimes even with great
labor gud expensg, conyeyed many thousang miles
%o the covntry of their pativity, to be deposited with
¢Xeat pomp and ceremony in thebyrying ground of
the family 1 Xanot this paying respect and honor
fq:qmgim angd relics 1 Such respect and honor axc

|

Jhavin
the least of Satan’s infernal stratagems, in order to lcommouly too late, repentance of the agonizing

frequently shown by both Catholics and  Protest-j: sanctified again by the pregence of the llopy Ghost
ants withoutincurring the guilt of supevstition 5 and !'anu the anointing of the holy Chrism.
shown to the remains or relics of men, often noto-I! By means of hat body we cat the flesh of
rivus for their impiety ! to the remains or relics of.' Christ, who thus communicates himself to the soul,
men, who, though entitled Ly their services to the;, Thus a body, nothing but clay, and by the sin of
gratitude of their counfry, yetin al} their lifc-time, t| Adaw, nothing but corruption, becomes, through
uever secined to remember theiv Saviour, only toi the merits of the Redeciner, a sanctified body, the
blaspheme his holy name ; and who have left us;'(cmple of the Ioly Ghost, (1 Cor. vi, 19,) the
(to say the very best) mthe most cruel unccrmin-:-mnnsiou of Christ, destined tobecome at the gen
ty with regard to ther future aud everlasting destiny, |: cral resurrection a spiritval body, a glorified body,
g nothing o found our Lopes on, but the lalc,i resplendent with light and glory for ever, 1 Corxs ,
113,44,
Is it superststion, dear sir, to show great respect
Nowsir, if such honour andrespect may be shown |, and vencration to those remeins or relics which
to the relics of men, whose svuls have reccived! God himself is pleased to honour so highly?  But
that sentence which their deeds deserved, and arej;you have been told, or you have read somewhere,
actually a prey to God’s eternel vengeance, why fithat Catholics worship relics! Of thisl do not
shall it bo a sin, why superstition, to shew honour|, doubt, for I have been tald so repeatedly, and have
and respect to the relics of men, who, baving been read itin several Protestant books; yet, although 1
the best among the good, the holiest among the|llived fifteen years in a Catholic country, and have
holy, are now enjoying in the bosom of God the| been acquainted with numbers of Catholics, Loth ot
fruits of their penance and charity, sanctified by 'lhe Clorgy and Laity from alnost every Catholic
the merits of their Saviour? Why shall 1t be super-|; country in urope, I knever new one so stupid 2s to
stition tn venerate aud honour the relicsor remansjjworship relics.  According to the custom of vener-
of the Apostles, whose sacred bodies underwent (| abl antiquity, those precious relics are kept in cos-
such great futigucs, labours, and sufferings, in or-||tly shrines, under and about the altars, and highly
der to administer salvation {o the different natiohsj| venerated, as having been even in their corruptible

s aner!

of the globe? Why superstition to vespect and |
venerate the secred remainsof so many thousandsf:
of martyrs, whose souls and bodies were altogether
cmployed in promoting the glory of Ged, and the
salvation of their fellow mortals, and who died un-
der the mostexcruciating torments, victims of their|:
faith and charity!

How much Almighty God is pleased  with thoj
honaur rendered to the religs of his  decepsed sar-;
vantsand saints, he hasgepeatedly proved, by
making these ¥ery xelics instruments of mirac-
les.

The very touch of Eliseus’s bones raisgd & dgad
man to life. 4 Kings, xiii.2l.

The napkins and  handkeychiefs that had but
touched the body of 8t. Paul, cast out devils and
cured diseases.  Acts xix. 12.

Nay the very shadow of St. Peter cured diseases
in such ns honored it. Acts v. 15.

St. Aygustine, a holy father, respected br both
Protestants and Catholics, cestifiesthat at the relics
of St. Stephen there were so many miracles
wrought, that if all should bo recorded, they would
fill many volumes. Book 22 of the City of God,

WWhen wo consider, that the body of a Christian
is in a great measure made partaker of those bless-
ings, which by theholy sacraments of the Church
are conveyed to his soul, and that at the general
resurrection, it will likewise partalce of that dicine
glory, with which the mergy of God will reward
bis faith{ul seryants, wampst readijy confess, that
a great deal ofbonour, respect, and seneratiop, is
due to the remaing or relics of 2 samnt,

The water of regencration, administered in bap-
tism, sanctifies tho hody, ag. welles the soul, and
renders it gusceptible, thraugh the menits of Cluist
of etesnal glorys

In the holy sporfment of confirmation, it is
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statc, the Temple of the Holy Ghost, {1 Cor. vi,
19.) and a9 being intended fur eternal glory, when
re-united to the soul.

I ghall now dismiss the subject, trusung that I

Ilmvosaid more than enoygh to convince you and

your canlid bearers, that we are by no means guil-
ty of superstition, in respecting and honouring the
images and relics of saints. The principal arliclc
of importance left for me to explain, is what we
believe of

THE POPE.

We believe toat Jesus Christ, who would havé
hischurch tohe one, and solidly built upon unity,
hath instituted the primacy of 8t Peter, (o support
and to coment it.

To St. Peter alone, our blessed Saviour said,
thou art Poter, (arock) and upon this rock I wilt
build my church,” §c. Matt. xvi, 18,

T'o Peter alone our blessed Saviour said, ¢ will
give to thee the keysof the hingdom of heaven,”’
&e. ver. 19. .

To Pgter alone our blegsed Sayiour said, “Iimte
prayed for theo, that thy faith fail not: and thau be-
ing oncoconverted, confirin thy brethorn.”? Luke
xxii. 32. -

To Peter alone wur blessad Savjou} propused
three times the following question: “Simon, son of
John, lovest thou me?””  John xxi. ver 15’ 16, 17.
and upon Peter’s answer in the affirmative, he tells
him twice, “foed ty Jambg,” aod the third time,
“feed my sheep.”?. Finally,

Although Jesua Christ tells. all his apostles ¢ol-
lectively, ““whatever you shall bind- on carth, ghall
be bound also in heaven, and whatsoever you shail
loose upon earth. ehall be loosed also in heaven,”
Mait, xviii. v, 18, yet Reter1s the only one who
receives-the power-separeiely and individunily: “§
will give Co thee the keys of.fhe kingkom of hoaven
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wd whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth,”” &c.:
Vlatt. xvi. 9,
The name of Peter is generally mentioned  be-
~re wames of the other apostles, although it appears l
vnat others were called to the apostleship before
Lom; amd we find upon all important occasions,
' ier taking the lead among the apostles;—in the |
lwice ofan apostle tosupply the vacancy occas- !
ned by the prevarication of Judas, acts i, 15;in-
e first sermon preached in Jerusalem, arter the 1
. wing of the Holy Ghost, Acts ii; 14 in the first
riitacnlous cure, Acts iti. 4—6; inthe defence be ‘
are the High Priest, Acts; iv; in the judgment,
1zainst Ananias and Saphira, Acts v;in the calling
«f the Gentilestothe Church of Clrist, Actsx;
Wkewise in the first council held at Jerusalem,
\etsxv. 7.

Thhis primacy of jurisdiction which wasgiven to
<t. Peter, we acknowlwdge in the successors of St |
Peler, the Bishopsof Rome, to this present day.’
U'heir names are all upon record, and any persou:
versed in the history of the church, and the writings
« the holy fathers, will candidly confess, that a’
nrimacy of jurisdiction hasalways been acnowledg- :
«d in the Bishops of Rome. !

St, Irenmus in the secondage, says, that ““alt;
- hurches, round about, ought to resert to the Ro-‘
wman Church, by reason of its move powerful prin-
< ipality.” L.iii. c. 8.

In tho third age, St Cyprian says, “we hold
Peter the head &root of the Church.” and he calls'
-he church of Rome *St, Peter’s.-Chair.>? Epist,‘
23

Inthe fourth age, St- Basil calls St. Peter

‘that blessed: one, who was preforred before the!
st of the apostles.” Serm, de Judicio Dei.,

Inthe same age St. Epiphanius says, ** he

hose Poter o be caplain of hisdisciples.”” Heres
31

In the same ageagain, St, Cyril of Jerusalem
snys, Peter, the prince and most excellent of all the
apostles.” Catechis. 2.

In the same age St, Corysostome sayg, ““the “pas-
“nr and head of the church-was onoca poor fisher-
man-*’, Homil. 65. in Matt.

In the same age Eusebius Emmissenus calls St,
Peter “not only pastor, but the pastor of pastors.”
Serm.fde Native. S. To.

Agnin St. Ambrose says, “Andrew first followed !
>ur Saviour, yet Andrew received not the primacy,
But Peter.”” In 2 Cor. xii,

In the fifth 2ge St. Augustino calls “Peter the
head of the apastles, the gate-keeper of Heaven, |
and the foundation of the Church?* (to wit under
Christ). Epists 864

The firgt generatcouncil of Nice. A.D. 825, de-!
sined, that Y27 who halds tho_See of Rome, is the
head and chief of all the patriarchs—as -being the
Vicar of Christaour Lotd over all people, and the

iniversal churchiof Christ; and whosoever shall
-oplradict this, isvexcommunicated.;?

The same 15 doclared by the general coun-
<3 of cholcedon, Sess. 14 ¢ans28. A.D. 451 Apd
inall subsequent genecal councils down to the ast, |
*he geaeral councl of Trent, A D, 1645, fhe Bis-

hops of Rome, with the unanimous consent of all

] the bishiops, always presided.

Several learned DProtestant divines own this
primacy of the church of Rome, and acknowledge
its usefulness. :

Hugo Grotius, acelebrated Protestant divine,
whowas very industrious in  examiuing into the,
root of all Protestant divisions, and very zcalous,
in composing them, positively declores in his last’
work, written shorlly before his death, “that thcrei
can be no hopes of uniting Protestants among them-|
sclves, except they are united together with these)
who are® in communion with the Svo of Rome.”
close of last reply to Rivet.

Melancthon likewise confesses, that “the prim-
acy is even necessary for preserving unity.”’

“What is the reason” (says the above quoted
Grotius, reply to Rivet. ad  Art. 7) ““that those,
among Catholics who differ in opimon, still remain
inthe same body, without breaking communion,
and those among the Protestants who disagree, can-
not do so, however they speak much of brotherly
love? Whoevor will consider this aright, will find
how great is the effect of primacy.”

“As ceriain bishops [says Meclancton] preside
over many churches, so the Bishop of Rome is
president overall bishops. And this canonical
policy nowisc man Ithink does, or ought to dis-
allow: for, the monarchy of the Bishop of Rome is,
in my judgment, profitable to this end, that consent
of doctrine may be retained,  Whexefore an a-
greement may easily be established in this article
of the Pope’s supremacy, if other articles could be
agreed upon,” cent. KEpist, Theol, Epist.
74,

Mz, Thorndike, another cclebrated Protestant
divine confesses, that ¢“a pre-eminency of power,
and not of rank only, hes been acknowledged orig-
inally in the church of Rome.? Epic. L. 8. cap.
20. page 179,

Fhave now inmy possession, a letter written by
Martin Luther to pupe Leo the teath, dated A. D,
1815, and printed among the othes works of Luther
inJena; A. D. 1579, vol. 1, p. 74. 'This docu-

ment is of so much the more importance, as it
proves beyond the possibility ofa doubt, that Mar-
tin Luther, the father of the pretended reformation,
at the vute of the letter, acknowledged the Bishop
of Route at the head ofthe church, and his lawful
superior ; and thatif he afterwards rejected the
same authority, it was evidently the effect of passi-
dn, spite, and malice, produced by the sentence of
excommunijcation which the Pope prenouncod a-~
gainst Lim : in this we are confirmed by the inde-
ceat, scurrilous, and malicious language made use
of by Luther after his excommunication, whenevs
er he speaks of the Pope. :
1shail only quote tio paseages of Luther’s letter
to the Popg, the beginning and the conclusion.

Epistola Lutheri ad Zeconem X, Rom. Pond.

Beatissimo patri Leone Decimo Pont. Moz, F.
Mertinus Lutherus Jugustinionus-etesnam salu-
tem:

 fuditum audivi de me pessimum Beatissime

l

meum gravissime coram e cf uis feelre, ut quen
auclo rilatem ct polestalem clavium, et summi pons
tificis minuere moritis sim—sed rem ipsam, Beatis-
sime Pater, digneris audire cx me,” &,

IN ENGLISH.

Lpisticaf Luther to Leo X. Roman Ponuff.

To the most holy Father Leo the tenth, sover-
ci;n Pontiff, Brother Martin  Luther, of the ordgt
of St. Augustine, wishes cternal welfare.

¥ am informed, niost holy Father, that you have
heardof me the very worst, and understand that
certain friencs have biocught my name into vary
bad repute before you, &e. saying that Iam try-
ing to lessen the authority and power of the keys
and of the sovercign Pontif—but deign, most Lo-
ly Father, to hear the whole business from
me.” &c.

Luther concludes the letter with the following
words :

Quare, Beallissime Pater, prostratum me ped:-
bus tue beatitudinis offero cum ommibus qua: sum ¢t
habeo, Vivifica, occide,vocare,voca, approba,reproba,
ut platuerit, vocem tuum, vocem Christi in te pre-~
sidentis et loquentis agnoscam,” §'c.—In Eng-
lish :

¢¢ Therefore, most holy Father, prostrate at i
feet of your holiness, 1 offer myself and alt I have.
Vivify, kill, call, recall, approve or reprove as you
please, in your voice I acknowledgo the voice of
Christ, who presidesand spesks in you.” &,

1 shall not loso any time in defending the infafli~
bility of the Pope, which nover was an article ¢€
Catholic communion, although imposed upon us g8
such by our adversaries, Our creed, our professj-
on of faith, printed in all conntrics and in all tavi-

guages, and to 'be scen by any body that choysdt
to r2ad with open eyes, contains no such article.
And although Bellarmine, and same other jndivid-

uals, have adyanced the infallibility of the Pope
their apinion, would it not be very unfair to impéase
this doctrine on the Catholic church when the cath-
ulic church never taught and never sanctionedsuch
adoctrine, It iscqually unfair to impose upon
Catholics, asan atticlo of feith, that the Pope hms.
power to absolve subjects from their oaths of alle-
giance to their lawful sovereigns or governmenf,
The Catholic church abhors and glominates s\EA.
adoctrine, It cannot he denied, that some Pops.,
giving way to pride and ambition, have claimed {¥5.
power, and evep the power of deposing kings ; but.
tbis only proves, that abuses are inseparable. from.
humanagencics. The Catholic church, guided-t5
the Holy Ghost, commandsusto give lo,Gpd\sv)';\m
is God’sand to Cwxsar what is Cresar’s. .
Whilst we acknowledge in the Pope the supreme
Ministes of God, and submit to his jurssdicfon;.
which is mexely spiritual, and not. of this svorld, .pe.
give our allegiance fo our government. . Cobge-
quently, if the Pope himsel, as a temporal prings,.
shoald altempt at the head of his Raman soldiess..
to invade this cquotry,, our principles. as Bompe.;,
Catholics, would obligo us,.in compliance watd oy~
cath of allegiance, to take up arms, and 10 defesht..
our. couptry against the {vrces of his holinegs.
1 shall pevertry to defend the conduct of - all.gur:
Popes, Peter denied kis master;isita wortlr

t

Later, quaintelligo® quosdam asmicos fecisse nomen
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then, if among 80 many of his successors, some
should be found guilty of prevarications? Some, no
‘doubt, set up most extravagant claims ; some were
not edifying in their conduct : Christ foresaw it :
what he says of the Pharisees and Jewish Doctors
Juay be said of them.

¢ "The Pharisees and Scribes have silten upon
“the chair of Moses: all therefore whatsoever
“¢ they shall say unto you, observe and do ; butac-
** cording to their works do ye not.”” Mat, xxiii.
2, 3.

Althoughin their capacily as men, the Popes
have many times exhibited nroofs of their weakness
and corruption, yetas heads ofthe Church, andin

“conjunction with the Universal Church, they have,
during these eighteen hundred years taught one and
the same Catholic doctrine.

If the abuse of authority were conclusive against
the title of him who exercises it, therc would be no
longer any authority upon earth. Qn the contra-
ry, I may safely advance, without fear of being
contradicted, that a long abuse of spiritual power,
submitted to by men of great temporal power, is
an argument in favonr of the real existence and
validity of that spiritual power,

After all that can be said of the sbuse of the Pa-
pal power, it must be confegsed, that even power-
ful kingsand emperors submitted and humbled
ihemselves to thatpower, and even to its abuses
and extravagant claims. It must be confessed
that, notwithstanding all thege abuses, and the pow-
erful opposition raised against that power in conse-

" quence of its abuses, after a lapse of eighteen hun-

‘dred y ears, that power, that authority, still conti-
nues to exist, still continues to be acknowledged by
threa-fouiths of Christendom, but confined and
exercised in comequence of the reforming laws of
the church, and in consequence of the moderation
of our late sovereign Pontiffs, confined, Isay, to its
présent limits. Thus Pius VII., ourpresent Pope,
confines bis ‘elaim to temporal power within bis
own domain, andall the jurisdiction he claims ov-
evithe Catholic world is merely spiritual. Thus,
whilstin ourprofession of faith weé” promise obedi-
ence to the Pope, the successor of St. Peter, in
spirittial mafters, we swear allegiance to our gor-
arnitnent, and we draw the sword to oppose any en-
croactiment, attempted even by the Pope himself,
a# & temporal prince, upon the government, whe-
ther Catholic or Protestant, that suppotts and pro-
técts us, : L
. If we take a retrospective view of the history of
{he world, we shall find that abuses of power have
almost always been attended with the destruction
of that power. Thus the abuse of regal power
trned Rome into a republic ; the abuse of repub-
‘lican power, turned republican Rome intoimperial
Romé : thus the abuse of imperial power turned
Switzerldnd and other countries of Europe into
republics, by abolishing: the authority abused :
Wus, the abuse’ of English power, turned the
Usited Stittes into a republic, by abolisking in
thes€Biates thé power of England.

‘Whiatis the résmon then, that the extravagant
claimsend abuses of the Papal power have not been

attended with the same consequences, the destruc-
tion of the Papal power itself?

Christ gives the answer to this interesting query;
thou art Peter, and upon thisrock I will build my
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail a-
gainst it.”  Matt, xvi, 18.

Attacked with the most relentless fury for ages,
by the combined efforts of helland earth, by fierce
enemies in and out of the Catholic church, appear-
ently on the brink of destruction, its downfall has
often been prophesied.

Many of the sovereign Pontiffs fcll victims 0
those persccutions. The majestic rock of St Peter
remained. Peter was put to death, Pius the
seventh was banished, and kept in close confine-
ment, During the period of about eighteen hun-
dred years, from Peter to Pius the seventh, the
chair of St Peter has still been occupied, and we

have upon the records ot the Catholic church, the
names of more than two hundred and fifty sovercign

Pontiffs, who followed one another in rapid success-
ion, on the chair of St, Pecer; a great number of
whom died martyrs for their faith; very few of
whom can be said to have been scandalous.

Mr. Hume, who certaioly will nat be suspect-
ed o partiality for the Catholic reli gion, owns that
although ‘“the Popes sometimes misused the au-
thority they bad, they most commonly made a
laudable and humane use of it, by promoting peace
among christian princes, by uniting them against
the hordes of Barbarians that were extending every
day their bloody conquests, by repressing simony,
violence, and every' kind of excess, which over-
bearing, cruel masters committed against their
weak, oppresed subjects; it served to make, of
the whole christian world, one great family, whose
differences were adjusted by one common fatber,
the Pontiff of the God of concord and justice. A
grand and affecting idea that, of the most extensive
1and the noblest administration that could be thought
or.”

The Catholic church, the supreme tribunal {o re-
gulate the faith and morals of its members, both
clergy and laity, has at all times endeavored to
obviate and to réform abuses ; it has not spared the
Popes themselves. Pope John XXIII, who pre-
sided atthe general council of Constance, was by
that council deposed on account of his bad conduct,
and Mariin V. appointed inhis place. Popc Eugene
IV. was treated in the same manner by the general
council of Basle. Both councils declared their right
of reforming the head, as well as the members of|
the church, and their authority is paramount to the
authority of the Pope, which the Popes themselves
have agknowledged. From what I have stated you
will plaiuly see; dear sir, that all that can be al-
leged ofthe criminal conductor extravagant claims
of our Popes, makes nothing against the Catholic
church. Itonly proves, that Popes are subject to
human frailties in common with the rest of mankind;
that with the Roman orator they bave a right to

say, < homo sum, humani qihil @ me alienum pu-
to;” and that no power or authority, how great
soever, no character, how sacred soever, afiords
sufficient security against the corruption of human
nature, and the influence of the passiong,

04

Far from affording an argument against tiv
Catholic chureh, I rather think, that the corriy
tion of Popes, and of the clergy, adwitting it t.-
exist even beyond the limits our adversaries wou.!
fain wish to suppose, affords a powerfi arguinens

in favor of the Catholic Church.

Any person possessing the least knowledee .
the rature ofman, 20d versed in the historv o
religion, will own that religious opinions have b
too often originated in the passions and the cov
rupted heart of man, their dictates being too oficit
mistaken for those of cool and iwpartial reason
neither will it be denied, that the great variety ot
religious systems, (which may be counted Ly
hundreds,) contradicting and condemning or:
another, owe their origin to the variety of hurnan
passions and interest. Before the coming of Chrix:.
the objeets ot religious worship were more spiritua?
or more carnal, according to the impulse given {o
the hearts of men by their respective passions,
either towards spiritual or carnal objeets. The
world embracing christianity, has introduced into
the church its corruptions and its passions. Men
ruled by the same passions, although the over-
whelming force of evidence prevents them from
mistaking the main oliject of their worship, which
is Jesus Christ, yet under the influence of thesc
various passions and interests, they pretend to find
out various ways of going to Jesus: ways more
easy, more smooth, in short, more congenial to each
one’s passions and inclinations ; ways more spirit~
ual or more carnal, according as their minds arc
more spiritual or more carnal; ways all differing
from the road which alone was pointed out by
Jesus Christ a8 leading to him. Now, sir, starting
from this undeniable position, and admitting Popes,
clergy, and if you choose, lay-people of the Cathe-
lic church, by millions, to have been very much
corrupted 3 the I’opes and clergy to have becn
ruled by pride, ambition, covetousness, and all the
passiops that corrupted hearts are subjectto: 10
have set up and enforced the most extravagant
claims ; to have with Satan equalled themselves to
the most high : if notwithstanding this sink of cor-
ruption ; if notwithstandicg the wonderful irrita-
tion and opposition which such tyrannical claims
and acts must have produced; if notwithstanding
this dreadful conflict of passsions and clashing of
interests, the Catholic chureh has still opntinued 1
this day, during a period of eightcen centuries, t0
preserve its perfect unity, has still continued to
a'cknowledge the same power, and the same hcad>
guilty of such enormous abuses, must we not con-
fess, that here is the hand of the Moss High?

Travel over all the Catholi¢ countries of Europe:
why has the demon of discord, who has so man¥
times overturned their governments by the most
bioady, the most dreadful revolutions; why have
the furious tempests ruised by human passions, tha®
have divided, destroycd, levelled with the ground
$0 many buman institutions, that seemed to bit
defianoe to time: why have they not been able 10

divide, to destroy Catholic unity, to-burl the Pop®

from the see of St; Peter; to emeneipate Catholic/
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i e tyrannical yoke (as it s called) of the) and of his successors, the sovercign Pontifis orjf 17°  ‘Though every 172 Though every

Ronan Ponuds?

"The answer is plain.

The Catholic church, the sce of St. Peter Cath-
e unity, ave all the wosk of God, Wik man
innot destroy.

Pupez, Bistiops, and Piiests, as individuals, are!
et to all the passions, and form of themselves)

sithing but a dead body, which hise any other
raman body would soon hecome a prey to cor-
npton and dissolation, were it hot, according 1o

e promise of Jesus Chiist, animated, \'inﬁcd,:
wnd preserved in perfect unity by the holy spirit of
nath tor ever,  The Holy Ghost being the sout of
iat body, keeps it alive, keepsit, head and mem-
“els, in onily and  harmony.  Being itself the!
cundation of trulh and boliness, it scatters they
wists of falsehood and corruption, which the malice
-1 Satan, and the passions of individuals, whethor
«iergy or lay-peaple, often cause to arise, in order
*o obscure the bright and pure rays of divine re-
volation.  Thus abuses in the church, whether in
‘he members or in the head, ave rveformned by
l:e  church, and the words of Christ accomplish-
~d, ““the gates of hell shall not prevail against
n, &e.

U shall take but little time to refute the false and
ndicutons charge of those, who accuse our Popes
{ granting indulgences to commit sin, requiringa
. crain sum of money, greater or smaller, accord-
mg tothe kind of sin for which the indulgence is
xranted,

That such a charge is frequently published in
Protestant books and from Protestant pulgifs, you
will not deny. Now, all Catholic books, sanc-
aoned by the church, no matter where or when
published, tell you plainly, thatan indulgence is
nothing but a ‘remission or relaxation of certain
femporal punishments, remaining due to sin, afler
the guilt and eternal punishments are remitted, as
i the case of David, to whom Nathan said, ¢ the
Lord hath taken away thy sin; nevertheless——the
ruld thatis born to thee shall surely dic.” 2
Wings xii. 13, 14.

Such indulgences are granted upon the sinner’s
-incere repentance, and satisfaction for his past sins;
the apostles and their successors having received
from Christ full authority to forgive the sins of those
that are judged worthy of forgiveness. There is o
“toubt, but, owing to the perverseness of many in-
dividuals among the clergy, the most shocking
abuses have taken place sometimes in the dispensa-
tion of indulgeuces; however,as these abuses were
uotsanclioned but reprobated by the Church, agyou
ranseeif you read chap. IX, ofthoQest Sess, and
Decretum de indulgentiis of 1h095th Sesy. of the
council of Trent, they of course make nothing
against the holiness, purity, aud infallibility of the
Church of Christ,and enly prove, that al! human
flcsh is subject to inGirmities.

Tbelieve, dearsie, that T bave fulfilled my- pro-

mise, and proved to every body’s satisfaction, that
Roman Catholios are not guilty of superslition, in

submitting to the spiritual jurisdiction of St. Peter, | S

' Bishops of Rome,

e

To be contipucd.

A
Communication.

A COMPARATIVE VIDW;

' Showing that the British Constitution, founded by |
our Catholic Ancestors, has beon modelled from!
the Constitution ot the Catliolic Cliurch.

1° The Kingis the 12 The Popeis the
first  Blagisirate of the first Ainister of God, &
Realm, and has hisown lus his own exclusive!
‘exclusive prerogatives as prerogativesas Success-,
iSovereign of the whole or of St Peter, and head
British r'}mp'xrc. of the whole Catholic

Church.

2° The word King 2° The word Pope,
is uerived from tho 'T'cu- isderived from the Greek,
tonic word Cyninge, and word Pappas, signifying
significs poweriul. ather,

l 30  Whoeverlawful- 8°  VWhoever cano-!!
lv fills the Throne of nically fills the Aposto-}
! fangland,is King of Great lical Clair of Saint Pe-
Britain and Ireland, and ter, as Bishop of Rowe,,
Soveroign of the British is Pope, or chicf Bishop'
Empire. and Primate of Christ’s!
Catholic Church.

4° Heisatemporal 4°  Ho isa Spiritual
Sovereign, ruling in the Sovereign, ruling in the
power of the sword com- power of the keys com-
mitted to him, and his mitted to hisn, and bis
kingdom is wholly of this kingdom is none of this
world. world,

§° The principlo of _6° Tho principle of
his government is unity his government is unity
and strength. and truth.

62 He is the com- 6° He is the com-
mon Magistrate of all mon father of all Chris-

his people, and they are tians, and they aro all |
his subjects under God. 1(1:1;3 common children in |
rist,

”~

7° His office is to  7° His office is to}
watch over the whole watch over the whole;
Empire ; Church ;

8° Toagsembleand 8% 'Toassemble and
preside in Parlinment ; presid 1n General Coun-|

cils ;
9° To sec that all 9° To sce that all‘
his subjects are duly pro- the faithful are duly in-
tected ; structed ;
10° And that the 10° And that the!
Laws and Statutes of precepts and canons of
Parliament are inforced ; the Church are observed;
11°  Andtoexercise 11°  Andtoexercise
his just prerogatives of the just prerogatives of
mercy in dispensing with his indulging authority,
the penal execution of the by dispensing with their
Ldw, whena just cause penetential observance
calls for his Royal indul- when a good cause re-
gence, quires such indulgence.
12° Heistogovern 12° Heisto govern
accurding to the Laws, according to the canons.
13 As ho is elso 18° Asheisalsothe
the depository of the ex- depository and fountain
ccutive authority, his of Spirifual jurisdicticn,
power extiends to every his authority extends to
pert of the Empire, every part of the Clhurch,
142 And on just 142 And on_ just
ounds he suspends any grounds he suspends any
Magistrate from his civii minister from his pastoral
functions, functions,
15° He also plants  15°  Healso founds
aew Colonies, and ap- new Churches, and ap-
points Governors over points Bishops to govern
them. them.
16° The Magistrale 16° Tho minjster of
only rules and directs by Religion only rules and
power of the sward com- directs by the power of
mitted to him by the the koys commitied to

Mugistrate is the repre-

sentative of God, yet the~

T'hrone isthe channel and
source of authority.

18° The king de-
clares war. and proposes
terms of peace, and pla-
ces the refractory and ra-
bellious subjects out of
the protection of the law,

192 The king is re-
presented by his Ambas-
sadors, who act witha
delegated authority.

20°  Under him also

'in the Empire there are

Viceroys, Lord Licuten-
ants, and Governors, who
rule over Ewpires,King-
dows, and Provinces.

21°  The Empire is
divided into Kingdoms,
Provinces, and Countics;
the officer of each having
a local jeriediction.

22° Under these also
are Sherifls, Mayors, and
Constables, each having
charge of a particular
disinct.

23°  The king isthe
link of union to all the
Governments of the Em-
pire,

24° The king bas
also his privy Counscllors,
who are his constant ad-
visors.

25  With their ad-
vice ho issues proclama-
ti%ns and orders of Coun-
cil.

26° With their ad-
vice he also ratifies the
constitutional acts of Na-
tional and Provincial as-
semblies in the remotest
provinces of the Empire.

27°  Every Statute
Law must have passed in
Parhament, and received
the Royal assent,

28¢  Without the
sanction of both no act
can become the binding
Law of the Land.

29¢  The Law of the
land consists of statute
and comamon law.,

309 The one isde-

minister of religion is the
representative  of God,
yet the Papal Chair is the
channel and source of
authority.

1§82 The Pope pro-
unounces abso'utely on
the schisiatical, and he-
retical chavacter of per-
sons, of bavks, and wri-
tings ; and places obsti-
nate members out  of
the comumunion of the
churck,

19°  The Pope isre-
presented by his Legu-
tes, who act with a de-
logated authority.

20°©  Inferior to the
Pope also in the Church,
there are Patnarchs,
Archbishops, and Bish~
ops, who govern Palri-
archates, ~ Archbichep-
rics, and Bishoprics.

21° The clurch is
divided into Patriarchal,
Arvch-Episcopatl, and B-
siscopal Dioceses; the

relate of cach having
a local jurisdiction.

220 Under these -
so are Arch-Deans,
Deans, and Curates, each
having chargo of a parti-
cular district.

23°  The Pope is the.
link of union to all the
congregations of the
church,

24© The Popo has
also his Cardinals, wha
{orm his perpetual chap-
er

859  With their ad-
vice he issues Bulls and
Decrees.

26° With t} irad-
vice he also rafifics thé
canonical acts of nution-
al and provincial synods,
in the remotest diovesss
of the Church.

27° Every define
article of faith must have
been cofined inageneraf
Council, and have been
approved by the Po

28°  Without theap-
prabation of both no de--
cision is a defined asticls,.
of faith,

20©  Tivery article of
faith is founded on the
word of God, written g
unwrilien,

30° 'The oneis de-

rived from immemorial rived from immemorisl
fradition ; by the other tradition ; by the other
we understand the de- we understand the serip»
crees and ordinances of (ures and the decrecs of
Parliament. . . General Cauncils.

81° Puliament is 31° The Hierarchy
divided into two orders of the Church consisls
or chambers, the Pecrs principally of tvo.orlérs
and the Commons. —Bishops and Priests,

829 The Peersre- 92° The Biskopste-
presentthe Baronies.  present theirsees, -

83C ThePeersalone 33  The Biskops &-:

tate. him by the Church.

5

4

25
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lone form a judicial tri-
bunal, & they give judg-
meont by divine right,

31° Thesacred scrip-
tures may bo read, but
their interpretation must
be taken from the proper
judges,

35°  The Church de-
finitively speaks by the
voice of her Councils.

WO The Pope and
(ieneral Councilare the
highest authority in the
Church, and from their
decision there lies no ap-
peal.

fbrm a judicial tribunal,
and they give judgment
by liereditary right.

31° T'ho Law may be
read, but its interpreta-
tion tmust be taken from
the proper yutlges.,

3352 ‘The natiou de-
cisinely speaks by the
voice of its Parliament.

36°  The king and
Parliarsent are the lagh-
est authonty in the -
pire, and from their de-
cision there lies no ap-
peal,

37° A wilful breach
of any imperative law of position to any articlc ot
Parliament, is the crime defined farth, is the crime
ot folony. of Heresy,

33°  Rebellious op- 332 A full renunci-
position to the anthonty ation of Ecclesiastical
o! the State, is the crime authorty, 15 the crime of
of Treason. schism.

BIBLICAL NOTILLS AND EXPLANATIONS.
Cantinued.
TIIE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUCEL,
OTHERWISE CALLED
THE FIRST BOOK OF RINGS.

Chapter 17.  Verse 4,
riant Philistine , the (hampivn of the Heathen
baat ; whnea wondrous strengih end armour seem-
< to make him invincible and invulnerable , van-
quished however, aud slain with a stoue slung fruin
lis serip vy David, a Shepherd Loy - s found a
figure of Pagan Rome ; the wmaost gigantic, migh-
ty, swarlilee and invincible, of aﬁ
statee , overfhrown in the midst of its vain boast-
ings, with one of those chnice pebbles, or mystic
yones, which the true David, the Saviour had ga-
thered from the Brook, and put into his sciip : with
the one styled the stone by excellence ; Peter, the
chiefer” igc fichermen Apustles, Lakey from the
waters  With 1L, stone, slung frum David's sunip,
that is, sent farth by the Saviour , or, as Daniel
under another figure, prophetically describes the
same event , with the stone detached without hands,
(since by the mouth of Chris.,) from the mountain’s
=ide : the huge and fearful statue is dashed down
and destroyed - or, under the present emblem, the
haushty glantis lnd low 2 Azs own sword, that is,
the Roman state’s imperial and conquering wea-
pon, at the conversion of Constantine the Great, is
the very one that cuts off his head. And that
weapon, the Giant's sword, is borne by David af-
terwards, and hung up his trophy in the sanctuary.
And is not this literally fulfilled, in the trausmis-
sion of the Boman sovereignty to (he successor of]|

372 Anobstinate op-|

A‘lhcmselvcs to a life of perpetual purity 2 D, B.

In Goliah of Guth, the :

the Heatliea|,

Tgigantic form; and Inought it prosirate to the
ground.

Chapter 19, Verse 9 dnd the} Fral Spirit
from the Lord, came upon &aul, & This shews
‘spinl may have on the wicked.

Verse 18, Nugo.h.
school, or College of Prophets, in or ucar Ramath,
under the direction of Samucl. .

Verse 20, Propheeying ; that is, singing praises
to God by a divine impubse.  God was pleased on
this occasion that hoth Snul’s messengers und him-
self should experience the like diapulse ; that ke
might understand by this instance of the divinue
power, how vain are the designs of ian against bnm,
whom God protects, 1bd.

Verse 21,
night.

Fhat is, only stripped of s upper gar
prophetic band, whom he had joined.

Chapter 21. Verso 4. If the woung men be
clean. If such cleanness was required of them,
wha wereto catthat bread, which was but a figure
of the bread af ife, which we receivein the blessed
sacrament : how clean ouglht Chyistians to be when

'what reason hasthe Church of Godto admt none
to be her ministers, to consecrate, and daily re-
ceive thismost pure sacrament, butsuch as devote

Clapter 23. Verse6. Ephod, is the vestment
of the High Priest ; together with the Trim and
Thummim, by which some how the Lord gave bis
oracles. D. {3
Chapter 27, Verse 8. Pulleged Gessuri, &e.
iese prubably were onemics of the peopleot God:
and somne, if not all of them, were of the number of
thase, whom God Liad ordered to be destroyed
which justifies David's proceedingsn theis regard.
Though it is to be vbscrvad bere, that we are not
under un obligation of justifying evcr% thing thathe
did, for the Scripture, in relating what was done,
does not say that it was welldone.  And even such
'as are truo Servants of God, are not to be imitated
in all they do.  Ibid. .

Chapter 28, Verse 14, Inderstood that it was
Samucl,

|

|' Tl
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muel ‘appeared indecd . and not, as same have
!imagined, an evil spirit in his shape. Not that
/the power of the woman’s magic could bring bim
jtbither ; but that God was pleased for the punish-
ment of Saul, that Samugl hinsself shuuld denounce
'unto him the evils that were coming upon him.
. See Eccli. 46, 23,  1bid,

8t, Peter ; the Vicegerent of the Saviour ?

Virse 30 David put off the garments and ai-
four of King Saul, &c. Christ here represented
by David, was the Shepherd King ; the prince of|
peace. He therefore dofis the habiliments of war. |
He declines using all wonted modes of defenceand!
attack . and finally conquers by their opposites.
Jor the fuolish things of the world hath Gud chosen,
ta confound the wise : und the weak things of the
world, to confaund the stroag ; and the mean,
things, and the thiwgs that are contemptible, hatls
Glod chosen ; end the things that arve not ; that he,
might bring to nought the things that are ; that ne
feshmight glory in his sight. 1 Cor. 1, 27, 28,

Verse 49, The stone struck the Philistiue w the,
forehead, and was fixed there. It was against the)
scat of reason, thatthe mystic stone was slung, It
was to the intellect that the Saviour’s word was di-
sected - that word, which smote Idolatry in s most

I

0, conld 1, Joos'd from es'ry tie,

‘That binds me to this world of care,
Henes, to some distant desart, fly,

With onctrue friend, oy hapto shave !

Some calm retreat we'd find at last,
! Deat Silvius, where in smoother stream
I Onrlife would glide . and allthe past
Seem but a short uppleasant dream.
Northink that He, who deigns to feed
The bungry fivens, and todeck

256

what iufluence, by the permission ot Gud, the Il -

This was probably a |

nd lay down nuled oll thet day and

ments ; and probably dressed simply ; hike lhc-I

thry approach to vur trcueadous mystenies ! And.

S,

|

Itis the more cummon opinion of the
Holy .thees and anterpreters that the Suul of Sa-

!

With e 'ry flow’r th* enamed'd mead,
Will taan, his choicest care, lorsuhe

Each morming on lus altar lnd
The victim, mystically <laun,

With lum in curbehali will plead,
And, what hie pleads for, wall obtan

It c'er the world's tnnit’ous scene,
And datgers past we call to sand ;

Pleas’d with cur lot, we'll ne’er e mplam,
But paty thuse we'se hft belund,

Sa they, wha ance the harbor gain.
W hen wafely landed, from the shore,
May tearlens vicw the maqing maw,
And hear the stormy ocean rear.

ROMANTIC NIGHT SCEN}
Now, travler, mark the <cene . see here the rock
Scanp’d holluw by th’ officinus hand of nature,
With many a shelving scat to rest thee on
While from the roof the fragrant irch depenting
' Nports with the breeze, that courts its coy cmorace

Y
“"

! Iere, swhen her sable cartumn mght had hung

Round drowsy nature’s couch  were wont to sit

Camllus and tus melancholy muse s

‘[o hear old ocean roar, and furions dash

Th* impet’ous billuw _gunst th indignant rock,
I'bat. frowning o’er him, fliogs his rage asidc,

Returning shl?‘ 10 sce the ricing moon

"Spnrqthc big cloud ; and in the sir sublime

| Rld(} in her silver car through starry meads -
hile, frum the neighb’rng chiff the rapid nit

| Shakes its hoarse sooth’ng murmurs onthew ear ,

i|And hurries headlong down its glitt’ring stream *

l 9n, while they hist’ning, fancy atill to bear

[I‘hc clarion sounding from a far ; the owl

ICalls their attention to her woeful wail,

, That eghoes through the gloomy vale below :
""When tb the slumb’ring world the loud tongu'd cloen
-1 From distant steeple tolls the midnight knell 5
”’I‘bat 'd up the sheeted spright, that gldes

Across the frighted pugram’s dablous path,
r shoots fnto the gloum  ten thvusand furms
I Imaginary swim before his sight ;
1| Till, ﬁngy-struck, at ev'ry nodding shrub.
11 Or whispting reed, he starts ; and thank he hears
1 In ev’ry breath of air,a sighing ghost,

]
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