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EWTS XV. asI have faid in another place,
vifited me habitually: He could not difpenfe
with my company, which was -become abfolutely
neceffary to him : but this inclination had not entire-
Iy removed a tafte for tranfitory amours. He yield-
el to them by conftitution; bat never refle@ed on
them without repen:ance. After an adventure of gai-
lntry, he was mose conftant than ever.  Remorfe.
brought him back to himfelf and to me. I:may ven-
ture to fay, that I enjoyed his infidelity ; and had he
been entirely divefted of it, he would have given
way to fome other paffion, that would ha:e feparat-
ed him from me. I was under apprehenfions for
fome time that his mind would take a warlike turn:
[ defired Maurice count Saxe, who regularly paid
s court to him,, after the campaigns in Flanders,
ot to dwell {o much: upon battles and fieges: bui
wis aflured me, as I have already mentioned, that
e had facrificed this inclination to the welfire of
France. . -

The king had for fome time devoted himfeif to
politics 3 "but this ftudy no way interfered with his
kmufements. He applied himfelf to it though that
bencfi. ent difpofition, which naturally promp:s hum
10 folace his people. He was defirous of being pof-
felled of the prefent ftate of Europe : M. De'Bellcifle

rrithed him wich it, The king thewed it to me :

it
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-it was a fyftem of political- tcpography. The M.

fhal entered jn:o0 a minute detail upan the power of
each goyél\mcnt.\ He took a review of all Europe,
and ftipulated the ftate of the forces of the different
people. _ ‘ '

" M. de Noailles, who faw this fate of Europe,

- faid,"** That there was too much-*geometry in it;

¢¢ that. the republic of Chriftendom was fubjet to
¢¢ fo many revolutiofis, which derived their orign
¢ from fo many fecondary. caufes,  wherewith poli.

- ¢¢ tics had no.kind of connexion, that cabinets, fre.

¢¢ quently obtained honour from what was the

¢ effe@ of fortune.: Franee, faid he to me; exertd
¢ her influence to -acquire *Lorrain : Cardin
¢¢ Richelieu could not fucceed in-the bufinefs, and
¢¢ Mazarin ‘mifcarried ; accident threw it into the

- ¢ hands of France under the adminiftration of cax
- ¢¢ dinal de Fleuri. : 8

¢ Europe was engaged for near two hundred years

- % in negociation and war to prevent the crown of

¢ Spain “devolving to any branch of th¢ houfe o
¢ Bourbon. The will of a weak and Tanguithing

‘¢ prince bequeathed it entirely’to France, at-a timg

¢ that Lewis XIV. did not even think of being ia
¢¢ cluded in the teeaty of partition.
-4 The Englith never could have imaginéd mak

- ing a conqueft of Gibraltar,  which gave them a

<¢ afcendency in the ocean, and made them mafter
¢¢ of the Mediterranean ; when the fame -accider
<¢ that gave Spain to-the houfe of Bourbon, produc
¢¢ ed them the acquifi¥ion of that important fortre
¢ which they have ever fince retained, thaush t§
*¢ reafons that induced them to gain poffeffion ofi
¢ no longer fubfift,” &c. _
¢« If we were to recur to the origin of great revo
¢ Jutions, we fhould find that fortune governed thg
¢¢ world, and that policy, which would reduce:
¢ events to rule, prevails too much in the caf't:inc
: o
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"¢ of princes. He added, that thefe enumerations of -
‘ the power of the ftates of Ei.rope are ufelefs, a¢
it is not ftrength that regulates the fate of

L governments, but a certain combina:ion of acci-
‘¢ dents, in cppofition to' which neither negociati-
% ons nor armies can prevail.”

I do not at prefent recolleq the’ pregife terms in
which this memorial of M. de Belleifle was con-
ceived ; Ionly remember that he concluded with
thefe words :* France cannot be hurt by all the
¢ great flates of Europe : Pruffia only is to be
¢ feared, and England dreaded.” - - :
. Though the king had for foine time been fond
of talking of flate affairs, he was fo polite as to
dwell but little tipon them -in my company. Not-
withftanding what | have ‘faid=of ‘his gravity, there
is no man in France fo ‘agreeable at g téfe-g-téte,
as Lewis XV. He is fome days fo happy and viva-,
“cious, as even to infpire mirth and joy. :

I have frequently mentioned his goodnefs ; | thall
‘now give a_litdle anecdote, which will corroborate
-what I have faid upon that head, One night, after
.having been pretty late with me in my apartments,
he told me he fhould not dine with ‘me the nexe
‘day (as he frequently ufed to do) having refolved
10 go to Marli, where he thould remain till towards
the evening. My brother Marigni paid me a morn-
ing vifit that day, and as I was quite alone, I defired
him to ftay and dine with me. We. converfed to-
gether for fome time, -afier which he went to take
aturn in Verfailles gardens, !l it was the hour to
go to dinner. :

The king altered his mind and did not go a rid-
ing. Inftead of going to Marli, he came to dine
With me. He obferved the table Jaid with two co-

. vers, and as he had the day before acquainted me
with his intended journey, he teftified his furprife,
atking me for whom I had itended the fecond co-
2 . ver.

s
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.ver. * Sire, I replied, my brother came to fee mc
- ¢ this morning, ard as I was alone, .I invited hin
‘¢¢ to dine with me; but as your majefty does me
¢ that honour yourfelf, I fhall fend to acquaint
“¢ him that he cannot.be a gueft.” No, replied
the king, your Lrother is one of the family; inflead
of removing the cover that was laid for him, only lay
another, and we will all, three dine together. My
brother returned, and the king behaved to him with
all poflible politencfs. This is not an important
~ .anecdote, .but it difplays this prince’s regard, even
in the moft minute affairs. '
M. Rouillé furnifhed the king every day with
- frefh eftimates, by which it appeared that the marise
was re-eftablithed. This minifter publickly faid in
1751 that he had feventy fhips of the line, and thir-
-ty frigates ; but he faid that he had more than there
seally were. Miniffers in general, increafe their plan;
they all moft conftantly confound the eftablithed-
ments already made, with thofe that ftill remain to
‘be made, and thefe latter frejuently never taks
. place. ‘ ‘
A man of underftanding faid to me at that time,
- that if France had a fleet of feventy.men of war or
frigates, rcady to put to fea, the great objet of
- the French marine would be accomglithed. Thi
fame perfon averred, that we wanted no more to
face the Englith, who have not a greater number
of fhips fit tor engagement; for, added he, we
mutt not confound the coafting cruizers, and thofz
wh:ch are deftined for convoys; they are not ccm-
prifed among the number of fhips of the line.
The Englifh embaflador was ordered to keep 2
watchful eye uporf” M. Rouillé and 2ll his operati-
ons, in order t» acauaint his court therewith., EHe
no lorger afked the adminiftration, as was-cufloma
ry with him, what we intended to do with fo many

fhips, becaufe he had frequently had for anfwic]:r,
. that
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that the court of France was not obliged to give-
Great-Britain an‘account of what fhe did.

The king mide a promotion of fea oficers; com-
modores were appointed, captains and old lieutenants .
were promoted, and there was fo much buftle made
about the ftate of the marine, that the court of Lon-~
don bezan to take umbrage at it. o

A foreign embaflador told :me one day upon this-

-occafion, that he difcerned a great error in the French
government, that is to fay, *¢that we make a fhew
“of ourfelves to all Europe and our enemies. He.
% added, theie are no fecrets of ftate at Verfailies.; all-
“ Chriftendom is :nformed of the defigps of France, .

“ long before fhe is in a condition to execute them,
“ whereby they are fruftrated.”

An affsir that no way related to France, excited

the attention of the king for a fhort time. The Ge- -
noefe (an unfteady people, and who have never been
in a ftate of tranquillity fince the foundation of their..
republic) had carried on a war for a long time a-
gainft the Corficans, whom they ftiled rebels, whilft:
the Corficans gave them the appellation of tyrants.
‘There had been feveral engagements between them,
which ferved only to protra& the war, as peace muft
ever be the refult of a reconciliation of fentiments.
Hatred and antipathy had barred all:the avenues to a
mediation. Their -averfion to each: other furpafled
their reciprocal dread. If religion itfelf had fomented

a divifion, it could not have been.more animated.

Marfhal Belleifle, fpeaking to me of this war, often
teld me that the Genoefe would never be rulers over
the Corficans ; for which he affigned this reafon ;.
* When the principal ftate combats with its fubjets,
“ the firft battle muft decide the quarrel, otherwife it
* will remain for a long time undetermined. Rebels,
‘“ who by fieges and battles, poife the fovereign au-
* thority, no longer bear the name of fubjeés, but*

B3 ¢ adopt
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¢¢ adopt that of enemies ; for the force of arms,
¢¢ which deftroys all privile:e, reftores the level ¢
Such people as are in fubjeétion to kings, would
no longer be {c, if they were capable of throwing off
their fubmiffion ; for fubordinafion was nct agreed
~ upon by consention, but ¢: mpelled by v.olence or
. open force. So.thata people who throw off the
yoke, are not rebels any farther than their ill cond..&
~ in the revolution, and their ignorance to procure the
means o. fucceéfs, give them this title. ] '
~The Genoefe, after fru:tlefs endeavours to réduce
the Corficans, took a wrong ftep in addreffing them-
felves to foreign powe:s 3 Fgrance,fof whom they had

afked fuccours, furnifhed them with fome troops and
a commander. The Venetian 'embaffador, who was
then a1 Paris, faid upon this occafion ; ¢“That the
¢ Gen efe,. Who we: e reckoned.to be people of great-
¢ memory, hadl loft their recolle&ion with regard to

*¢ France, as they forgot that fhé bombarded Genoa

<< in the tifie (f Eewis XIV. and that the republic
& narrowly efcaped from deftruélion threugh her, in'
¢¢ the reign of Lewis XV.” :

The Genoefe officers,. whom the fenate had ap-
painted and fent. to that ifland for the defence of
their rights, were greater foes to the republic than
they were to the Corfians, feeking difputes with the
French mediators, under pretencesthat they excited
thofe iflanders. to hcld them in contempt. If the
al'egation had been juft, they fhould have connived
at it, and purfued, without interruption, the refto- |
ration of peace. But envy, that vice fo natural to
Ttal'ans, and particularly the Genoefe, occafioned
this diffention. They faw with jealous eyes, fo-
veiy ners interfering in 2 peace, all the honourof which
they were defirous of keeping to themfelves. The
republic, equally jealous,of their own officers, as
thefe were of the French, took “another ill-judged
meafure, by making application to the court o{f }lv’ler-

o e ‘ ailles,
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failles, to kmow how they fhould a& againft them-
felves; and what fatisfattion the king required. Any
other nation would rather have given up their inter-
eft with refpect to Corfica, which even France could
not bring back to its duty, than to have thus hum-
bled themfelves, but the republic of Genoa have
been Jong accuftomed to meannefs and fubmiffion.
¢ The Genoefe, faid the King, deferve to be
“ punifhed, by my interfering no longer with their
“ affairs : but they have paved the way for my fon
« Don Philip into Ltaly, and I owe them fomie ac-,
“ knowled;ment — this predominates in my heart
¢ over the refentment which their conduét deferves.”’

Lewis XV. who had appointed M. de Chauvelin
plenipotentiary in the_ifland of Corfica, to terminate
matters in an amicable manner, gave him frefh in-
fruttions to haften his negotiation, and new orders
were difpatched to the marquifs of Curfai, who com-
manded the French trops. T o
Thefe ‘two. mediators- fettled the place for holding
1 congrefs, and peace was in appearance concluded.
All formalities were obferved : Harangues were made -
at the opening ot the affemblies, and flowers of rhe-
toric were fcatiered amongft an ignorant and bar-
barous people. The Corficans ftretched their large -
ears to thefe ftudied orations, but did not underftand -
afyllable. They replied with acclamations, and the -
orators imagined they. had feduced them by their e-
loquence. ’ ,

I Aiter thefe fpeeches; - the treaty, or regulations be-
tween the Republic and the Corficans, was brought
upon the carpet. Each party thereby retained preroga-
tives which made them. independent of each other ;
that is to fay, the fifbjé&s of this republic were treat-
ing for their liberty. The Corficans terminated by ne-
gociation, what they could not accomplifh by arms.
- When the articles of the treaty were fent to Ver-
failles, Ma.fhal Belleifle publickly faid, ¢ That the

i B4 ¢ Republic
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¢¢ Republic had fubmitted tco much : that they

¢ fhould have granted an amnefly to the rebels, and
not have treated with them : that fubje&s who
have thrown ff the yoke, in returning to their
duty, fhould obtain nothing but pardon. He

¢ added, that the Corficans thould either be punifhed

“as guilty of treafon, or elfe abandoned as rebels ;
<~ for fubjeéts who are f.fliciently powerful to ob-
¢ lige the fovereign to trext with them, are not,
¢¢ faithful enough to fubmit long to obedience.”

Thefe refletions appeared: to be the more juftly
founded, as all thefe negotiations focn became ufe-
lefs, and a war was prefently after kindled. -

Be this as it may, the Genoefe were for the pre-
fent .e:t here, the attention of every one being taken
up with news irom Afia, which greatly flattered:
the king’s expe&ations. We were informed from
- India, that the Nabob had confidence ‘enough in
France,- to place his political intereft in the hands of
a Frenchman, named Dup'eix ; and that the nation
. of the Marats, who were fubject to the Nabob, had
appointed-him their commander in chief.

It is faid that Lewis XIV. who was animated with
every kind of glory, was.fenfibly ftruck with the in-
formation given him by an ambaffador from the king
of Siam, who was delegated to acquaint him that
his name was held in great.veneration in thofe ftates.
He teftified more public joy, and was more’ flattered
with this honcur, than it he had obtained an impor-
tant congueft. : A o

The peace concluded with the Nabob, and the
_ confidence which this prince repofed in France, were

objeds of far greater confequence. They increafed
- the riches of the ftate, whereas the embafly from
Siant had no other effect than flattering the monarch’s
vanity.
Dupleix became at onze plenipotentiary-and gene-
raliffimo ; he ftipulated  the terms of the treaty of
g . peacey,
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t they [ PE2CE> and received the command. ’I:‘h_efe two pofts

s, ang were pieceded by an important negociation, without

s who which he cou'd never haVe obtained them ; he fixed
the unfteady difpofition of the Marats. This nation .

’ thl_?: had been hitherto divided into various faltions, who, .,
nitheq [ i» Weakening themfelves, grevented France de iving,
ebels . &Y advantage f_rom t!.]e;nh;’ 'Thls foreigner upbraid- .
to ob. ¢ them with their impolitic condu&, and taught -
¢ not Jthem to purfue connefted views, and an uniform..

» ' 'fyﬁem. . s i . .
This Duple’x was.not, however, any -great ge--

gu:}i/ ‘Q vius : but there are pe-ple who peiform great
things.with very litt'e caracity. We have fince feen
> pre- him at: Par's fallen from the pinnacle of his fame,
taken B 22d 3¢ lenath give up his breath with the reputation
tered ofa many .-w.h.o,‘ fo- far from having !)ecn ca, able of
from [ overning:India, had. not talents fufficient to regulate.
'h in @ ¥ oWn houthold affairs; -
ds of He had a great law- fuit with the India company.

ation | This <uarrel is equally remarkable by the nature .of
' the démand, as bv that ofthe refufal. The Nabob’s

» had -general declared, that the-di: e@ors were indebted to
with I 2im feveral millions, and the direCtors fet forth tbat.
e in- [l they owed him nothing. . There:is, in general:..in--
king gratitude on the one fide, and but lirtle acknow edg-.
that ] Ment on the qthe.. The memorials that were pub-.
ates, [ ihed upon this occafion, produced at’ leaft this ad--
ered J V30tace, they opened the eyes of the government
por- with refpect to many ‘things relati: e to India, which
they would never have been a.quainted with, had not

the [ thefe publi.ations taken place. -
vere I Made; bu-‘incfs',..,pleafpres, and amufements, by.
afed [l turns fucceed at Verfailles, which flill prevented the
rom [ Xing’s ferious refle i.ns.> Lewis XV. exifted, I may

ch’s [l v, by a conftitution which.I communicated to him,

and this faftitious temperament hindered his own
ne- | 2revailing, _ I believe he would have been at length
 of [ evercome without that art_which I employed to res

acey B prefs
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prefs nature. Notw:thﬁandmg this precaution, there
were moments_in' which he gave hnmfelf up to me-
lancholy It was then neceflary to invent new plea-
fu:es, in order.to excite frefh fenfations. As foon "
as I percei- ed thefe pr- duced no effect, I redobled
my attention to fubftitute.others that mxght be more -
prevalent zi

‘Re'igion was the greateﬁ' obftacle I had to for-
mount, for the king was very devout.” He prayed
‘regularly, and went every day to ‘mafs, but did not
pe:form his_KEafter-devotions. = This. eftrangement
from the facraments arofe rather from an excefs of
delicacy, than a contempt for the communion. His
tranfitory amours feparated him from the fafament,
which he feared to prophane. . The jefuit who en-
joyed the title of his confeffor, had made various at-
tempts to cenquer his delicacy upon this head. * His
power - ould have been mo-e extenfive, as his peni-
tent would have been .he mre at h.s devotion ; but
Levis XV. never fubmitted. .

I was judged a proper infirument to hint fome-
‘thing ‘to. the monaich upon this fubject ; but it was
neceﬂ'ary that | fho:1d begin by convincing myfelf,
in tler to perfuade the King. 'This was thought
an. cafy matter 5 pecple .ot the firft rank, and of
confiderable digmity.in the church, but who 'fhall not
be named here, tearmg that the Roman catholic re-
ligion might appear to lofe ground to the enemies of
the fta-e, undertook this great work.

1 was not much verfed in this kind of matters ;
for ‘the women of Paris have no more religion than
what is juft neceflary to prcvent their having none
at all.

- Thefe able theoloelﬁs fettled it as a principle,
¢ Tha. fcandal in a king was the greateft evil he
<< could be guilty of : that he is the mirrour, where
¢ everv one looks to fee himfe:f : that his example
& garries with it that of the flae ; that from the

. nmc.
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« tjme the King did not commune, there were up-

« wards of a million of fubjes in France, who no -

« longer partiok of the facraments : that the defet-v

« tion -from the holy table was become general

« &c. & :
Then fpeaking of conftitutions, they added .

“ That God "had given power to his miniftes to -

“ abfolve paft-fins ; that repentance effaced in hea-
“ ven crimes committed -upon earth: that the Di-
« vinity, in forming man, bad been obliged to give
“ way to his" weaknefles: that we fhould always
“ fulfil our- chriftian obligations, . notwithftanding
“ thecontinual tem -tations with. which the heart
% of man is furrounded,’’ &c: &c."

In a word, Ifam'through thefe maxims of the
fathers of the church, that the King, in order to be
2 good catholic, - hould be reguarly guilty of pro-
fanation-of the facrament once- a year. -

I refufed taking upon myfeif this moral commif- -
fion. I had-a glimpfe-of thofe: confcquences which .
might have.affeéted myfelf. This prinee’s app: oach-
ing thé -communion -table, muft necefli-ily have-
caufed a revolution in him. .1 was under lefs appre-
henfion for the King’s religion, than the intrigues -
of churchmen.. The confeflor was particularly to be
dreaded. He is always powerful, .when the mona:ch -
is frequently at his feet. -

Neither did T advife the King to abfent hlmfelf'
from the holy table. I left things juft as they were.

Peace, which had reftored polmcan tranquillity,.
of itfelf produced frefh divifionsin the ftate.. Church-
mea, the clergy: - and the parliament, who i time
of war, unite: themfelves-to the adminift-ation, to
part-cipate of public'misfortunes, in their turn, create
them, when battles and fieges are pafled: fo that
by a fawality, which is, perhans, derived from the
conftizution itfelf, F-ance muficalvays be armed to
avoid .domeftic quasrels ; .or contmually wage. w:;

- w
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with herfelf, to prevent that of the enemy. I have
heard very- able politiciarss fay, “that this arifes from
the government’s not being fufficiently powerful to
{upp efs di ifi- ns abroad, nor fufficiently abfolute to
deftroy diffentions at home : a mixed ftate that wili-
one day makeit a prey to its enemies, or a victim
" to its fubjects. . .

A trifling affair gave rife to a great-mifunderftand-
ing between -the court and the parliament, which
was the diftribution of-the alins collefted for the
mendicants. The dire&tors of the hofpital of Paris
had ne er yet been blamed by either the court or
the .ity, becaufe the war had engaged the attention
of the <overnment ; but peace being reftored, which-
‘za-e them leifure to infped into_the minuteft affaiss,
they at length took this into.confideration.

The archbifhop of ‘Paris claimed this jurifdi&ion.
by righr; the King was- of the fame opinion; but.
. the parliament judged differently, and henceiorward
‘reprefenrations and depu.aticns tock place. A Prine.

of the blood raya! faid upon this occafion, The par=
hament of Paris muf? qum.
they quarrel with the King about beggars.. -
Lewis XV. i :ed an arret in favour of the arch-
bifhop ; it ‘was to be regiftesed, and now diffention
broke out. The parliament went to Verfaii.es and
came back— they met, they adjourned ; but ‘the
King fhewed himfelf abf-lute. He wiote in thefe
terms to the chambers aflembled. ¢ If. 1 have
¢ thought proper to alow you to make . remon-
¢¢ ftrances to me upon the ediéts and declararions
¢ whch I fend you.to be regiftered, I never gave
¢¢ you the power to annul or alter them, under pre-
¢ tence of mod fication.— It is my will that my de-
¢ claration concerning the hofpital be regiftered
¢ purely and fimple. Ifhall fee that my parhiament
¢ obey my orders,” '
: S This
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This was fpeaking like a mafter: the King was -
apimated at cerrain momenis o {ipport - all his
rights ; b-it the .goodnefs of his heart, his love of
peace, and the rranq.illny of the ftare. and perhaps -
more than ail, an undetermined chéracter, difcou-
raged by difficul ies and ppofition. made him yield:.
1 often comslained to him-of ‘this difpofition,
which induced him ..o grant. what-he: -had at ‘firft re-
fufed. * What would you have me do, madam ?”’~
he faid to me with thax compludance and fweetnefs
which are 1o natural 0 him. ** I know I fhouid
¢ harden myfelf againft certain bodies, who want
% to raife their authority "upon a ‘evel with my-
"% thr ne. But I facrifice my refentment to the ge-
¢ neral tranquillity. I.cremole to th nk «f the m.f-'
¢ forwunes, that the people fuffered under the reign
¢ of my great. grandfather, by the qua.rels which:
¢ arofe between the.court and the parliament.

¢ Thefe quarrels renewed «ivil wars, which im-

¢ merfed France in the deepeft defolation. [ would

¢ rather. be complaifanr than’ oﬁemanous, as the

¢ con'equences.of .the latter m: ght be fagk to my
¢ Wubjecls.”” -

" The majority of the members of the counci! were
notof this way of thinking ; one of the moft penetrat-
ing faid. thar under a firm and abfolute governinent,
the laws were reftored- to their -vigeur, and abufes .
reformed ; whereas indulgence and relaxation were
the. effes of a weak aad irrefolute adminiftraticn. T -
acknowledge ihat I differ much in « pin on from this
laft, and.I could have wifhed that the King had pof-
fefled a lixtle more refoltion. The affair relating to
the hofpital . terminated, lke moft of thofe of the
parliament, that is.to fay, by modifications.

The King of his own accord, and without being
follicited, app. inted The count de St Florentin and

- M. Roudlé minifters of ftate : Fhey were each of
them fecretaries of ftate, A courtier at.that ;m(xie
ald,
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faid, that the King had done a great deal in appoint-
ing them his fecretaiies, and that he had done toc.
much in'creating cthem minifters. It is ertain that
thefe two men had done. nothing to entitie them to
that rank. M Rowillé in particular, was far from
being bright, ha.ing’ no other recommendation than
his affidu ty and application, which moft conftanily
deftroy every thing, when they are not accompanied
with genius. : : o
It was faid at Paris that I induced the Kin to
make this nomination. The truth is, that-1 no way. -
interfered in it': Nay, it was added, that M::de St.
- Florentin had fold himfelf to me, and that I aid
him for the letieis de: cachet which. I had .occafion
for. to dr.ve fuch perfons from Pags as. difpleafed ‘me.
Thofe who fpoké in this.manner: were ignorant that
“the great letters de cachet were.not iffued but inthe -
name and by the. confent. of the King. The fo- -
vereign commandsand. the min-fter obeys. ..

I had very little.acquaintance with this- fecretary
of ftate ; he .paid .his court to me like the other
minifters : but-he feldom fpoke to me about private.
affairs. I tound him at court, the King employed
him, and this fufficed me. - ' ® ;

M. Rouillé had been recorhimended to-me. I
mentioned him to the King." I recommended him
to this Prince, not as a great miniiter, but as an ho-
neft man. .. S

M. de Puifieux, fecretary of ftate for the derart-
ment of foreign affairs, begged lea e to retire. This
office was difficult .to manage: feveral perfons hiad
refufed it. Thofe who had. before filled this employ-
ment, had fown diforder in this department, and
the laft troubles o: Europe had compleated its con-
fufion. France was not in a fituation to ho: e that
the laft treaty of peace could lon, fubfift, and" in
time 0i wa: there was m- re bufinefs in this depart-
ment than. in all the others.. One .minifter is fcarce |

{ufficient..:
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fufficient when every- thing is. in order, but when
every.thing is in confufion, before fieges and battles
take place, it is impoffible for him to go on. |
I very feldom faw M: de Puifieux. Thofe who were
f)er(onall_v acquainted with: his min fter, have ‘0ld me .
that he had knowledge and unde-ftanding ; but that
he was deficient in that fuperionty of.genius which
charalterizes a ftatefman. He had gone through the
negociations for which he was apppinted. with fuch
middling talents, as never confer any future reputa- - -
tion. . He may be ranked with th fe common mi-
nifters, who a.ter having compleated. their career
in this world, never enter upon any in hift-ry.

After the 1etrear of M. de Puifieux, the King faid ;
to me: * Well, madam, to whom fhali we. give
S the department of foreign affuirs *> And without -
giving me time to reply, he added. This office re-
quires an able minifter, a man of affiduity and .in-.
tegrity. Do you know of fuch_a one in my kingdom 2

¢¢ Sire, I repiied, what you require is pretty dif-
% ficult to be found ; but fome of your f..bje@s may
“ poflefs all thefe qualities ; and amongft this num-.
% ber,. I may venture to prefume,_ that the marqujs
¢ de St. Conteft, your ambaflador at the Hague,
“ deferves a diftinguithed rank.” [ .am of your opi-
nion, the King immediately faid ; M. Contof} has,
olready done me [uch fervices, as have entitled him-ta..
this. place : I will give it to bim ; and the ambafla-
do  immediately’ left the Hague, to come and take
upon” him this office. | A

1 fhall in this place mention an eftablifhment
which I planned, and to wh.ch the King gave his .

- affiftance, in order to put it in execution : This will
appear but a trifling affair to thcfe who eftimate eftab-
lithments in propor:ion as they are ftriking. 1 pre- .
vailed upon Lewis XV 1o change the objeét of the
expence made for public rej icings, by ap:lving it
to the increafe of the human ipecies, which luxurg

. . a8
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and dcbauchery conftantlv diminith in France. Hjs.
- Majefty gave irders i confeauen-e, that 600,000 -
lises, which we ¢ 10 .be exveaded for fi e-works,
on account of -the biith’ of he Jduke of Burgunliy,
. The;ld. pe divided into portivas amriglt a cerain:
. number of ‘young women, to be ma‘ried in the ca-
pital. It was then intended that the fame orders
fhou'd. be fen- into the provinces. The population
ot Paris is but the fixteenth parr-of that of the whole
monarchy ;' fo:that, if ali the othe: parts of France.
had fol owed the fame exam: le fet them by the me-.
tropolis, populati-n w.uld have been confiderably-
increafed in France. ' T
M. de Belleifle, who made all the calculations,
averred that thefe marrages would furnith near-
'20,000 citizens annually to the mona-chy :-thus do
fmall things promote .reat enes, and one fingle
additional tu:n in the firances contributes to aggran-
- dize a flate.. No one fufpe@ted that I had tramed.
this eftablifament, any more than feveral-others which
I' created for the advantage of France, and from
“which many perfons who had no hand in them, de-
rived honour to themfelves ; whilft I was reproached .
. with others that were detrimental t--the goveinment,
_and of which'I was entirely ignorant.

“The fweets of peace began to b¥ ielifhed, when.
the firft- fparks- of the turch of war were perceived:
from a diftance. The duke of Mirepuix complained-

to the court of London of f me gr.evances with
.which the French- re. “oached the Englith, and the
‘Englith ambaffador at Paris rem-.nftrated againft the
conduct of the French with refpe&t to the Englifh,
“They wanted to make in ra&icns upon the treaty of
peace,- but they did not know where to begin. The
time for fighting was n t yet come ; battles by fea
- and land, that were to c eate great revolutions,
weig anticipated by -preparations on both fides. T
) - n@
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The birth of the duke of Burgundy came in time
to divert the occupations of the court. The difor-
der in the adminiftration, the difficulty of finding
able minifters, the confufion in the ftate of the fi-
nances, the mifery of the people, the obftinacy of the.
clergy, the perverfenefs of the parliaments and. the
behaviour ot the Englifh, who th-eatned war in time
of peace ;3 thefe all united to interrupt the King’s
tranquillity. He, however, yielded for fome time’
to the pleafure of feeiny his crown fecured to his
houfe. Kings are more fenfible of this kind of joy .
than is imagined. They fancy, thai in their defcen-
dants they fee. their re gn perpetuated ; it feems to
them as if they did not die, if when they go'to the
grave, they have.an heir in whofe hands they can
place the fceptre.. The rejoicings of the people,
which the King was made acquainted with, increafed
his, felicity. The Parifians, who make a point of
loving their fovereign, furpafled themfelves in
their demenitrations of joy. ’ -

There were great feftivals at court.  All the
foreign minifters ftrove to be firft in com; limenting
Lewis XV. who congratulated himfelf upon this ¥,
birth. I never faw him fo happy. Th's was the only ¢
veriod of his life, whilt I remained at V erfai}ges,
that I found him completely joyful : I alfo felt at
this inftant a fenfible pleafure, to fee the King fo
happy. His ufual gaiety was much increafed, and,
of longer duration. Qur interviews were more ten-
der, and our converfation more lively and. animated,

This epocha made me refle&t upon the few re-
fources which the human heart has within -it-
felf to be happy. Favourable combinations of nature.
or fortune are neceflary to draw it from that flate of
languor, in which it is'almoft conftantly immerfed :
and this fatal law muft furely be general, when even
kin,s are not exempt from it. But there is a ftill
greater misfortune attendant on humanity, which

is,
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is, that pleafure is almoft conftantly counterbalanced -
by pain. . One might fay, that in the human heart
- there are two equal meafures of joy and mifery, and
in proportion as the one is emptied the other is

- filled. ' :
State affairs, and advices from foreign courts, foon
overcaft the court w-th ferious looks, and the King
loft his gaiety, and.became more melancholy than

ever. :

Every time there was any important poft to fill,
or any confiderable employment to be given away,

~ the courtiers great'y increafed their complaifance to-
wards me. I had a conftant tiain of folicitors. The
- Marquis de St. Conteft having entered upon the p-ft
of fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs, the embafly.
in Holland was vacant. M. de Bonac was ménti-
oned to me in a favourable:manner. I had but very
little knowledge of him ; I acquainted myfelf with
his talents for negociation, and in confequencc of
the pi&ture that was drawn to me of him, 1 intereft-.
ed myfelf in his favour. Ifpoke of him to the King,
who appointed him his embaffador to the States Ge-
neral.  As mapy courtiers interceded for the place,
I made myfelf-as many enemies as were refufed it.
The King’s fervice and that of the ftate determined
me in favour of M. de Bonac, who, it was faid,
had the neceffary qualifications to do honour to his
country. . - ‘ ‘

" ‘The Prince of Soubife faid, that of all the em-
baffies in Europe, that of the Seven Provinces was
. the moft difficult, as, in all the other courts, nego-
ciations are carried..on with princes of a generous.
turn of mind, who often lofe fight of their own
advantages ; whereas in Holland, the minifter treats
with merchants, who have their intereft conftantly
in view. He added, that Holland is fo fituated, that
in the wars between France and England, it may
¢ derive advantages from the one, and Conttibutcthto'
- . ..
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the other. Wherefore thofe who treat ‘with the
Dutch fhould have a great fhare of addrefs, to make
hem declare when their fuccours are neceffary ; and
they fhould have. great abilities to keep them in an
aalt neutrality, when their arms may be prejudi- -
cial, &c.

I do not know whether M. de Bonac poffefled all -
thefe qualities ; for every thing is difguifed at court,
id pecple.are not known till fuch time as they .

have been tried, and it is then too late to .

form a judggment that can be advantageous. M. de
Bonac was an officer ; this circumftance alone made
me for fome time hefitate upon the choice I p: opofed
making. I never had any great faith in negociations
Parried on by military men.  They are a kind of
Brop'e. that feldom have zturn -of mind, and that
pliant  difpofit.on neceflary to fucceed. at foreign
courts : but this is the age. of warlike minifters.
Lewis XV. has employed no others during his whole
Wreign : and this, perhaps, is one of the reafons, why
Pour affairs at foreign courts have_not {ucceeded_fo
well as we might have expe&ed. .

-Thofe . churchmen who make vows of poverty,
but whe are more covetous of riches than laymen,
were alfo very afliduous in paying their ¢ .urt to me.
The number of thefe that attended me, increafed.
in proportion as abbeys and bifhopricks became va-
ant, .

There were many candidates for the .abbey of
Auchin, but the King difpofed of it in- favour of -
Cardinal York, brother to the Pretender, who by
enjoying this benefice, with the poffeflion of feveral
others, was richer than the real poffeflor of the
duchy of York. This opulence, which in England the
King’s fonsand brothers do not enjoy, made a cour-
tier fay upon this occafion, that it was very lucky.
for Cardinal York, that the houfe of Stuart b}e‘:d

: ‘ i1}
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been difpoflefled of the throne of Gueat-Britain ;5 for:
without this acc:dent, he would have been only 3
poor Englifh citizen, inftead of a rich Roman prince,

People, however,. ccmplained of the King’s not:
having given this benefice to a Frenchman, who
would have expended the 1evenue of i in the king-
dom, inftead of its being carried into Italy, which
was now the cafe by this nomination. But thofe
who reafon in this manner did not know that Kkings
who waged war againft reigaing families, gave alms
to thofe fami'ies whofé reign was expired. Qoreover
France had obligations to this unfortunate houfe,
In the wars which France carricd on, the Pretender
was brought upon the carpet, and fent off, in the
fame manner as an aftor is upon the ftage.

In politics, thofe who perform a part muft be
paid ; and I believe I have faid in another place, that
France never ferioufly thought of placing the Pre-.
tender on the throne of England.

M. de. Machault, keeper of the feals and comp-
troller general, who labcured to. re-eftablifh the fi-
nances, fucceeded therein but- flowly. The King,
who had an eftimate of the national debts laid before
him every month, found them always in the famg:
fi teaticn.  The firanciers engrofled all the money
of the ftate, which made M. de Machault fays to
the King, Sire, -1 fee but one method of bringing the
money back inta the treafury, which isto tax hitel
des fermes, or office of the farms.

“This propofal of the minifter agreed perfe&tly well
with an anonymous memorial, which was.dedicated
to me at Verfailles, and which I had read to the King:
it was conceived. in thefe terms. ¢ The actual riches
¢ of the ftate confift of about eleven hundred milli-

- ¢¢. ons of fpecie. This fum; in order to animate the
¢¢ whole body politic, fhould every where circulate
¢¢ geometrically. . But this proportion is far from.
¢ being fettled in France, where it may be demon-

; ~ T8¢ fratively
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¢ ftratively proved, that two hundredinlividuals
« poflefs half the coin (?Fthe ‘kingdom.  "Thefe in-
« dividuals are the financiers: their cafh is that of
« the ftate : it contains the fortunes of all the
¢ citizens. Riches are daily buried in their coffers
“ asina gulf. The crown, by yeldngto a com-
¢ pany the dut'es upon the entry of goods, never
¢ intended to f{::bfc:ibe to the ruin of the ftate. It
« granted the power of colle&ing thofe ‘impofts to
« clesks, who by their .aflivity and induftry ought
“ to enrich the flate, and not imp:.verifh 1t. This .
¢ was the inftitution of farms ; and inafmuch as they
¢ have fwerved from this plan, they are become -a
“ monopoly of the company. The King bhas a
“ right to reform abufes; and every c:ontract that
¢ includes a grie-ance is of itfelf void.

¢¢ It is not propofed te cor.ect paft errors, but to.
“ remove prefentev.)s. :If an attempt is never made,
“ fuccefs cannot be expeéted. In dangerous difor-
“ ders violent remed.es are ‘neceflary.  There is
 but one me:hod of reftoring the courfe of general
“ circulaticn, which the fhonopoly of the company
¢ has interrupted. This is the eftablifhment of an
% ardent chamber, wherein’the financiers fhould
“ give an aecount of their management of the
% farmsy ‘and which fhould .enquire into the title
“ wherebya.they are in pofiefion of fuch immenfe
‘¢ riches,%in order te transfer them for the benefit
« of the cféwn, as foon as the g.ievance and the
“ mon pely fhall be afcertaired.

““ To prevent the outcries cof avarice, and the
“ fordid love of pelf, againft ‘this regulation, two
“ inconteftable principles muft previoufly be laid
“ down. . ) ’

‘1. That the great profits of royal companies,
“ when excefiive, no lcnger bear that name, but
 come under the denomination of monopolies,
“ being contrary to the intentions of the prince, who -

¢ peither
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“¢¢ neither could nor would diveft himfelf of gre
~ ¢¢ advantages upon any confideration whatever.”
¢ 2. That a Kingis always a mincr, in regad
‘¢ to any grievance in the general finances : and thy
¢ he is authorized by all the fundamental laws ¢
¢ annvla contrac that is pernicious to the ftate an
¢¢ his peo;ie.
¢ That to proceed legally againft the ﬁmncne
the ardent chamber fh: uld nominate commiffarie
‘to examine the books of the farmers-gener
Afier having made an abftra& thereof; they fhoul
report the monopolies vfed to.accumulate the
great riches, of which the company is poffeffed.
¢ From. thence they fhould have recourfe to th
annual fub dvifins, in order- to purfue the ne
“ceflary clue, and afcerta’n the real ftate of thei
¢ accounts
¢¢ This operation bemg compleated, all the fam
ers-general fh uld be fummoned, one a'ter ano
ther, before the tribunal of the ardent chamber
¢ to ‘give an acccunt of the fum which they muf
¢¢ have appropriated to themfelves, according to th
¢ intelligence obtained.

#¢-They fhould be direCted to reftore it all, ex f

€ cegt fix per cent. which fhould be granted thien
$¢.-as intereft for their advanced moRey.

- ¢ In cafe of difobedience, they fhould-be confine
¢ and kept in prifon, until they had made entiree
¢ titution of the whole fum, without deducting a1
“ intereft.

¢ The chief clerks, fuch as dire&ors; regiftes
¢ comptrollers, &c. fhould be f1bpeenaed before i
‘¢ ardent chamber, 2nd obliged to make reftitutior
“¢"in the fame manner ‘as the farmers general.

“¢ None -fhould be exempted, but fuch only 4
¢ received nothing but wages of the companj
¢ &c. &c.

¢ Accordin
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-4 According to a calculation made hereupon,
+¢. 300, 000, 000, Will return into the royal trea~
-4 fury, without impofing any tax upon the people.

¢« The eftabl:fhing of an ardent chamber to com-
-4 pel the farmers to produce their acccunts, “is not
¢ (according to this memorial) an infra&ion of the

“ rights of the people, nor a breach of civil liber-
« ty. Fouquet, intendant-general of the finances,
¢ in the former reign, ‘was by a-private commiffion
¢ adjudged to be divefted cf thofe immenfe fums,
¢« which he had accumulated by monopolies,” &c.
“&e. .
~ This memorial was not put in execution, ahy.
more than the greater part of thofe plans which
have fince appeared for the re-eftab.ifhment of the
finances. Much has been faid in France of demo-
lithing the farmers-genera; but when this {cheme
is to be executed no one dare affift, becaufe thofe
people have a.great deal of money, ‘and every body
flands in need of them. I one day alked Marfhal
Saxe, who was very intimate with La Poupeliniere,
what engaging qualities this farmer-general poffefled,
¥ that cowd fo much. attra@ the Marthal. Madam,
faid he, be has one that to me is excellent 5 for when
I bave occafion for a bundred thoufand livres, I find
them in ‘his coffer ; whereas when I apply 13 the
comptroller-general, be conflantly tells me he has no’
money. - .

A prince of the blood faid, that thefe pecple were
benehcial, for the very reafon that they appeared
pernicious: for that fince they weie appointed, it
is known whe-e the riches of the ftate lie, whereas
before no cne knew whe e they - were depofited.

The farmers-_eneral got information of the me-
morial drawn up againft the company, and another
was penried to refute it. But this confifted of ncthing
but mere words, It chiefly difplayed the util.ty of the
company, who could inftantancoufly furnith confi-

derable
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derable fums to the government in prefling éxigenn-
cies :- but the memorial took no hot.ce that this mo-
ney belonged to the ftate, and that the farme:s are
riothing more than agents to advance it, the money
being raifed tpon the people. ’ '

M. de Belleifle, who read this anfwer, faid to
me, ¢ Thefe people, among whom there are ma.
¢ ny petfons of fenfe, are fo'prejudiced in favour of
¢¢ their intereft, that they are always extravagant
¢¢ when ‘they are upon the fubjed of the finances.
¢ There is a. capital errir in the conira@ of the
¢ farms, which is, that it puts too much money
¢ into the'pockets ot a few individuals.” .

I have often at Ve fiiles met with advccates who
‘pleaded the caufe of the farmers-general : butT ne-
‘ver. met with any judges that were favourable to
them. '

In the midft of domeflic affairs, which occupicd
the adminiftiaticn and affli¢ted the King, a thou-
fand different people eagerly endeavoured to prefent
memorials to me for promoting arts, and increafing
manufaétures. I was unacquainted with the particu-
lars upon which they turned ; I defired the minjfter,
who was fometimes bufy with the King, to acquaint
me with the advantages which the ftate derived from
the prodigious number of-manufaCures eftablifhed in
France. , .

¢ This, madam, (faid this ftatefman) is a mattet
¢ that would take ‘great time to impart to you: it

. % would be neceffary to recur to the age of Lewis
¢ XIV. in which he made many aiterations in
¢ France, and who was called Great, becaufe he
¢¢ ftruck fome great ftrokes.

¢¢-This, Prince, who poflefled every kind of am-
¢ bition, was not devoid of that of muliplying
< manufaétures. Colbert his min.fter completely
¢¢ backed his defigns ; he pafled his life in eftablifh-
¢ ing trades as well as increafing arts; and ashh_j
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« had occafion for a great number of workmen to
# accomplith his defign, he fent for five hundred
¢ thoufand -hufbandmen from the country to pro-
“ mote the induftry of cities. From that time fuch
% lands as were in want of hands remained unculti-
# vated. This minifter did not confider, that to
« increafe the fo m he fhou!d multiply the matter.
« This the King over-looked alfo. Lewis XIV,
« was entirelv taken up with the thirft of dominion,
“ and this paffion favoured thofe of all his minifters,
“ who were defirous of tharing this ambition with
 him.

¢ The kingdom was filed with handicraftfmen ;
“ great luxury, the neceflary confesuence, took
“ place, and frem that time France, whofe happy
“ climate fhould made it fuperior, in point of rich-
“ es, to all the other flates of Europe, was impo-
¢ veriflied. T

¢ Neverthelefs, the minifter, who has fince
“ followed the plan of M. Colbert, has continued
“ multiplying the arts, at the expence of the pro-
“ duce of agriculture. . o '

¢ This policy is fupported by a reafon, which js,
“ that this induftry lays all the ftates ot Europe un-
“ der cont:%bu;ion; but France does not fee that
“ the begins' by taxing herfeli, in diminifh:ing the
“pioduce -of her firft fubftance: a difadvantage
“ that immediately affeéts the power ot the ftate,

as it ftops the prog efs of population.™

M. de Belleifle was not of this opinion : he ima-
ened that induftry could {upply every thing, even
e deficiencies of production ; for according to him
e riches of a {tate depend upon its circulation ; and
be faid that arts made money circulate better than
poriculture : but he was miftaken. Eminent cecono-
pifts have fince demonftrated to me that the pro-
tiCtions of the ea:th create real rickes, whereas

ofe formed by induftry are only fititious. Be this
Vor. IL C zs
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. as it may,. I determined to prote&t-artss amd im -
. deri to encourage manufactures; I furnifhed;theene-
. ceffary .unds to bring fome. into efteem. ‘
Izigggh the King’s habitual difpofition o ifit
. mesade all France confider this inclination..as his
determined tafte ; the women conftaatly. preferved:
a fecret defire of fupplanting me -in the heart of this
Prince. Lewis XV. always met with:fome in am-
, bufcagi_é(.-:He could not. go- up: or down- ftairs inckiy
way to his own apartment, without meeting a beau-
ty. The women of Paris, who are feldom in love
- with any- thing but the opera or the play-houfe be-
. came¢.enamoured with . Veerfailles, - They viited this
. place pretty .regularly. '
 .The cuftom which-Lewis- XIV. eftablifhed of
- being applied to in perfon, when any favour wasto
be afked at court, and which was almoft abolifhed
fince the death of this Prince, now revived. Many
fair fuiterefles addrefled thensfelves to- Lewis XV,
Their eyes petitioned mcre than their memorials:
Leéwis yielded to their {olicitat:ons, and often gave
them what they afked. He acquainted me.vaub 2k
thefe accidenral intrigues; and this confidence’ ea.-
bled me to fupport them.' I fhonld have confidered]
my influence as in-its wane,.if- he.had concealed
them from me. I have. fuid in another- place, th
unable to fix..the conftitution .of this Prince, I vz
compelled to give him up to his inclination. Hs
infidelity did.not.diminith the afcendency-I had over
him. L reigned at Verfailles; in the midft -of thof
very caufes which ought. to have fubdued -my em
pire. By a contradidtion inherent in the huma
heart, his inconftancy made him conftant to me
Remorfe drove him frefh to my arms, which ke
only.quitted 1o yield again to iove and repentance.
What fecured him to me, ‘was, that of all the
women, whom I knew he faw, there was not one,

who was poflefied of fuch qualities as were ncceflarfff
. 1
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"o wreft him from me. Moft of them had beauty;

“‘but they were wanting in-thofe mental engage-

- ‘ments, without which the charms of the face are
oi no effe@®. They-ail wanted to rule at court, to
difp.fe of the firft’ employments n the ftate, to ac->
quire the Prince’s favour ; and the cnly means they

- ufed to obtain. thife ends,. was to peoftitute them-
felves to’him; “which: 'was an infallible method  of
not fucceeding. = '

A new- cbje&’dréw the attention of the court. -
This was'to fecure the tranquillity of Italy—a boifter-

" ous courttry, ‘where the firft clouds of war always .
gather. All the treaties which have been concluded
bet.veen fovereigns. fince Charlemadin, ¢ou.d never
give it ftability, becaufe it is the moft' Happy con-

- tinent upon earth, and the moft feeble country in
Europe. , ‘

Ma:thal Saxe faid before he died, that if France
tould give a permanent peace to Italy, her popula-
ti’n would' Becotne more flourithing. This general
had demonftrated, that tor two centuries, more

«Frenchmen had pe ifhed :n Ttaly, than all the other
wars had carried” ffin the reft of Europe. '

I have fince'been teld by another general, tHat the

“foldiers do not fall there by cannon. They perith
_there by heat and voluptuoufnefs ; enemies by far
_more dangerous than the indefatigable labours ct the
“North. ) :

. Lewis XV. found an advantage in this plan of
-pacification. He tizercby fecured the Dukes o! Sa-
voy, ever reddyto ‘introduce German troops”in:o
‘Italy, and to make incurfions themfelves into Dau- -
phiny, rpon the firft mifinde:ftanding that takes
place in Europe. Naples, Parma, and Placentia,
under the governmenr of. princes of the houfe of
“Bourbon, would have enjoyed a lafting tranquuliity,
but this negociation produced no effe®. » '

‘ Ca2 . - Matfha!
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AMarthal Be'leifle faid to the King upon opening
- the conferences : - ¢ Sire, we may enter upon ths
- ¢¢ plan of giving a lafting peace to Italy 5 but I ap-
- €¢ prife your Majefty, that the negociation will not -
terminate but at the end of the world.” '
The Prince of Conti faid vpon this eccafion,
- ¢¢ "That if a king of France were willing to prevent
- €€ a war in Italy, the Italians would oppofe him,
¢ This country, which with regard to money, is
¢ of itfelf poor, flands in need of foreign armies,
- ¢ whofe miltary chefts may fupply their want of
+ ¢ cafh.” The fame thing has been faid of Ger-
. many. ,
- The King received a ftate of his naval force, ac-
~eording to_which it confifted of fifty fhips of the
line and twenty frigates. I remember that a fenfible
- man then faid, that we hada navy, and wanted no-
thing but fail.rs that is to fay, we had half the
-necefarv in_redients for forming a fleet. It was o
pro. ure this other half, which proved fo ufelefs fome
" time after to France, -that M. Rouillé was fo affidu-
. ous,

The Count of Maurepas faid, ‘in-his diftant ex-
ile, ¢ I know my fucceffor—he will do fo much,
¢¢ that he will at laft defiroy the French marine.”

Thofe who decide at ccurt the fate of tie admini-
ftrations of important departménts, ma, ne that the
province of the marine does not depend upon the
minifter who is at the head of it; that chere are

- - primary caufes which coun.e-at its progrefs. They
are of opinion thar France is formed o di-eé&t affairs
- by land, and England thofe that reiate to the fea.

A ftatefman to d me, neverthelefs, <ne day at
Verfailles, that it was not impoffible for France to
have a marine ; but to do this the fyftem « f the ftate
muft be changed, and the monarchy entirely fub-
verted, : _
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The minifter affiired Lewis XV. that befides this

fleet, there was another upon the ftocks, ready to be
launched and put to fea. :

The people, who ought always to be impofed upor. -
by preparations, were fatisfied with what was doing -
in the marine ; but politicians and -thofe who calcu- -

lated the refources of England-were diffatisfied.

At the time that-we were endeavouring at the

means of navigation, a projector prefented a fcheme

to the Kifig, tor rendering France navigable. The -
object was the jun&ion of two feas, by the means -

of two rivers. - This man at firft applied to me, and
I fent himto M._ Belleifle, who thought this project

of great utility. to the ftate. - But feveral politicians . -
were of a different- opinion. . They faid that this

junétion would leflen the navigation, which fhould
on the contrary be encreafed. The Englith were
quoted, who might eafily fhorten the courfe of their
fea voyages, and who endeavoured to prolong them,
But what may be judicious in this refpet for Great.
Britain, . might be very impolitic for France.

I mention thefe particular. tranfactions, becaufe
they fell immediately under my notice, and the Kin
did me the hanour to confult me upon them. 1 fhall
pafs over-in filence fuch fchemes as were offered to
the adminiftration during my refidence at court, and
which did not take. place.

When the King acquainted me with the death of
the duke of Orleans, who died the fourth of July
1752, he feemed greatly affe@ted at it Sudden

-deaths made a great impreffion upon Lewis XV.

Philip of Orleans finithed his career at that age when
moft men begin theirs. This prince was a ftriking
example of the contraft there often is in the charac~-
ters of a father and a fon.

This prince had nothing of the Regent’s difpofi~
tion. He had pafled his time in praying and beftow-
Ing alms. Each day of his life was diftinguifhed by

" C3 fome
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fome chriftian aé&. Brought-up in the center:of .
pleafures, he fhunned them at an age when the pai-}
fions ftrongly plead for gratification, and when it is,
very difficult to refift their intreaties.

The curate of St. Sulpice faid, that if he had been:
Pcpe, he would have canonized the.Duke of Or--
leans, had he poflefled no other virtue than having,.
refifted the example of the royal palace.. We well

knew that the Regent’s houfe was not the model for: -

chriftian virtues. The Cardinal du Bois, who ridi-..
cu'ed men, politics and religion, made it the refi-..
~dence of vice and debauchery. . ’
But the Duke of Orleans, who- is7the fubjet of..
our piefent confiderationy. poffefied none but thofe..
virtues which do honeur.in heaven, and not. thofe.
which charalerize great princes upon earth. His;,

I houfe which he-had divefted of all-regal magnificence,,

refembled a convent,-.of -which he was. the fuperior..
He fupported by chatity-an-infmite number of people,:.
who having no other- care than-that of receiving it,..
lived in idlefies and effeminacy. His bigotry had..
made him retire frem--public affairs, and. indu-
ced him- to-let the-flate take care of itfelf, ata time:.
that it ftdod in-the moft need of affiftance. .
S 1t is well-known that the Princes of the blood-
- who have a watchful- eye over the government, keep..
" the minifters in awe, 2nd prevent their being guilty.
of malverfation.- Such is the fate of the French
- monarchy, thatsthe. great .France either give
themfelves up to debauchery, or turn hermits.
- The death of Madame Henriette, which fucceeded.
that of the Duke of Orleans, filled the court with.
mourning, and the King’s heart with forrow. This..
Princefs was endued with thofe qualities which en-/
Jdear the great : naturally gentle-and affable, fhe was
beloved by all that approached her. A good heart
and a compaffionate fympatheticoul, formed her

general charaSer ; the Parifians did ‘not fufficienti
lament

X
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la;tg‘m'he'r‘\lofs";‘-;théj' have o affé&ion but for their -

Kimgss theyehave ‘none ‘remaining for the royal

fainily.v-

A foreigmer; 'who was acqﬂ'éinted‘ with the-genius -

of \Guy nation, faid to' me, < If France were deprived

« “oftthe Dauphin,*before he 'mounted the throne, -

“ “x‘ld)oneﬂwomddr"egrevhié'}ofs*, but that if he died -
“ ‘fix:months after having’ wore the crown, all thé -

““Wworld 'would iweep- for him.» He added, - that it

““Was not ' the'lofs bf 'the'perfon; but the name of " -

“ ‘King that was Tegrested in 'France:””-

By the' death: of - Maidam#*Henriette, 1 difcovered

i Leéwis XV .Vthe qualities - 4 good father. Tears

ftréamed fromhis eyes; and' his ‘melancholy furpaffed

his -ufual hypochondriac+difpofition. " I exerted all my
abilities : to"affwage his*‘grief < but “he .paid all the

rights  that' hature’: could ' extort; before' they took’ -

effect.

Literature once. move difturbed the King.and the °

court: Fhe council was informed that a large work’
was prigting at Paris, under the title of the-Encyclo~

pedia.’*~Flifs -w2s-a rhaplody cormipiled from all the' -

di&ioparicscxta‘m,‘ to which was added, by the’
compilers, réflections ofa fafpicious tendency on re-’

ligion and politics. *This heap of reaforiing conveyed” ‘

no’ inftru€tion howto ‘think, ‘but only taught how’
to'doubt. " A mman of letters faid to me*at that time,’
the Encyclopedia could onlj increafe the number

of ignoramus’s; and- warp: the minds of men of" -

learning, - _ _ _ . \
Such writings''as tended fo fupport materialifm, *
made an impreffion at court, and this produétion

was ranked in this predicament. The King com-".

manded the two - firft volumes of this prodution to
be fupprefled. - The famwe arret which prohibited -
them, condemned the publifhers of them to pay 2
confiderable fine. ' .

Ca ¢ This*
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This fuppreffion gave birth to an AMODYMOUS me-
morial upon this fubje&t, which appeared to me very
fenﬁble, and which was conceived in' thefe terms.

¢ The government has eftablithed a tribunal to
¢¢ examine the produ&ions cf the mind. It confifts
¢¢ of a minifter and twenty-four royal cenfors, whofe
¢¢ fole employment is to revifg manufcripts deﬁmed

¢ for the prefs. "~

¢ A book that is fubmitted to the examination of
¢¢ this tribunal, is under the protetion of the go-

¢ vernment. The duthor has done all that the laws

required of him. . He is not anfwgrable for the
- ¢ effeits that the publicaticn may produce. This
¢¢ literary minifter fhould be its voucher, and liable’
¢¢ to fuch penalucs as the author would incur, if
he had printed it in a clandeftine manner. It ne-
¢ verthelcfs, daily happens, that a book meets with’
¢ the approbanon of this tribunal, and is often cen--
fured by the government. The writer is profe-
cuted—he is punifhed in fuch a manner, as if it
had been concealed from this jurifdiction. The
¢¢ parl'ament takes cognizance of it, the’ book is
¢ burnt, and the author fent to the Baftile. What
¢¢ could be done more, if he had a&ted in defiance
¢"of the ordonnances made upon this fubje& ?

. *¢ There is an error in literary jurifdiction, which
will always occafion grievances and divifions in
the republic of letters. The minifter who ‘pre-

¢ fides at this tribunal, has neither the capacity
¢ nor leifure to perufe all the MSS. that are pre-
fented for the prefs : they are put into the hands
¢ of cenfors, who have neither more ‘time nor
¢ more genius than himfelf.
¢ They are frequently upan abftradted fubjeds,
- ¢¢*and above the capacity qf both—then the cenfors
¢ read them without comprehending them, and
“ fign them without ‘underftanding them. Their
¢ app.obatxon being thus obtained, the work is ac-
“ cordingly
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« cordingly printed, the book appears, and the pro-
¢ fecution begins juft where it fhould end. ’
¢ The inconvenience that refulted from it weuld

- % be of no great importance, if the fentence pro-
“ nounced againft the author put an end to the
¢ difpute 3 but it almoft .gonftantly happens, that
“ the public intereft themfelves in the conteft.
% The erroneous maxims it contains are credited 3
¢ the more they are condemned, the more the
 book " comes into vogue. Its fuppreﬁion is- of
“ no effed, the editions increafe in proportion as
‘¢ -they are prohibited: for it is only neceffary to

% cenfure a“book in order to raife its reputation.
¢ Many works that would have been defpifed had
¢ they pafed unnoticed, have acquired importaste
“ from the government’s condemning them.

" ¢ Hence thofe -various divifions 1hat have im- .
¢ merfed * the, ftate: into. greater misfortuncs -than
¢ have been produced by civil wars. '
¢ Inftead of chaftifing the author that has written
~a dangerous book, the minifter who allowed it
to be printed, fhould be punifhed. The firft fub-
mitted his performance 4o the eftablifhed police
for preventing the publication of dangerous works,
and the other publithed ir. The firft only in
“ jured himfelf, the other injered the flate,” &c. &c. .

The King Thad this memorial examined; "the rea-
foning it contained was thought to be juft.5 but it
only met with approbation; Tike an infinite number
of others upon..the different branches of the admi-
niftration, .the utility of which is acknowledged, buz
they are, notw:thﬁandmgmever cxecuted.

I have obferved during my refidence at Veifailles,
that' the fchemes whnch fucceed ‘are not thofe that
are the moft advantageous, but thofe which are thie
beft recommended. '

I have fince learned from a man of great difcern-~
ment, that ‘“ fo much rigour on the part of the
. - C3s $¢ government
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¢ government with refpet to literary produtions,.,
¢ would be attended with many inconveniencies ; _;

that printing in France is become a very exten-

¢ five. manufalture, which promotes an infinite
number of others dependent on it, and which ex-,
¢ cites induftry ; that it comprehends a very im-,
¢¢.portant branch of trade, .the: fuppreflion whereof -
“ would preatly cramp circulation ; that by dimi-.
nithing this profeffion, many qthers muft be abo-
lifhed, that tend to form the library : that France.
would be therghy a great fu&ergr, and neighbour-,
ing ftates reap’ advantages from-it ; that Holland.
in particular, covetous of all induftrieus vocations,,
‘¢ would feize upon this. S ‘
" ¢ He added, that Cardinal Fleury having fup-.
prefled ‘the .printing of romances in France, the,
Ubnited Provigees availed themfelves of this pro-
hibition,~ to eacreafe, thejr wotkmen, The num-,
ber of their;prefles.was greatly augmented, and.

¢¢ the kingdom overfowed with thefe very prohi-

¢¢. bited romances ; {o by shis {uppreffion, the fate,

< Joft its induftry without ahelithing romances.”
.Though the King-,cg;iftg;_lt;lg vifited me, he con-.

-~ verfed with other.:-women:’ “But his vifits to them
were, _ as -has beea’ alteady faid, merely cafual. .
Thele, yomen; whe had neither tafte nor delicacy,
werg -gyattfied with :thofe moments that he could
beftow upen:them, and thought themfelves happy ta
pafs a few hours by ftealth - with this Prince. They
bad no reg:lar plan, except two or three, who
formed the defign of fupplanting me, and feizing
upon the King’s favour. The pleafure of having
“the King for”a lover fufficed them. This idea,
which occupied all the powers of their foul, left no
room for ambition ; fo that they were not very
dangerous rivals. I knew the King’s temper ; en-
joyment always difgufted him, . The a&t of gratifi-
C S , catio? |
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cafion was fallowed by contempt : this is what every
woman-muft’ expect, who has no other attra&lo.
for-men than mere pcrfonal poffeffion. -

“The difputes of the clergy; which were renewed, -
motwithftanding the affiduity of the court to fupprefs™
them, kept the ftate in'a conftant “ferment. Al!‘ ’

 the prelates who-difturbed the: court; owed their for-'-

‘tufie to the Kings and this the-more afflicted hxm. *
wis*XV. has oftens faid o' me’”’lhat’oef all: vxcea

. ngrantude the- moft fhocked hin:. -

“it ‘happened in- this difpute, as it does it moftr
othets,that it was not ‘confined to the firft objec.
The origigal _point in debate was, a fum demanded’ -
| of theidefgy to fupply the exigencies of the ftate -
thé minifter” carried his views farther ; he refle&ted-
opdn * the' m;ﬁg occafioped- by this body to the
finances of ‘ thé Rateiyatatculation <was made that:

a-vefy! “confidériBle fumn “Wwent-out -of the kingdom®

every #ge: fm" purchafli#s of bulls; and that this trea-
fure of ‘the’ ‘political ~goveinment, - “which was fent
into Italy, s never returned *back ‘to France : that
Rome, to- whom“ we paid large-fums;  granted .no- -
thing in tetarn but indulgerfces The 'means of with-
drawirig-front this fpmtual dominion,” whith reined -
the: ﬁemp&al frate? came” tiext under con‘ﬁderzmo T
But aftér every thing “Was thoroughly ° “examined; -
fupputed, "and ealculated, things were left *dit in: thrr =
fame fituation as-they Were found. - :
The Chevaliet ‘de Belleifle- fornverty * “told me. e
“ gHat- the procefs between the Zourt of Rome and -
“ that of ¥ eréiﬂes—had ‘cornitinued for fevergp-3 -ages;
;nd thét it wc;‘ulg noet be teriminated till-fuek timd -
“ 2s::& - King of Frarice’ arofe- ecnally ente rifing “"-'
“ W mh‘H&i\g »VIIE of Enolardqnage irdderé) that -
¥ théhmxmﬁ:ry had" hit' “upon’ the’ wrong obje& of
poWéx’* o deﬁ‘roy ; that we had wrefted the fword -
“ of cxfemmrumcauon from Rone, but that we had -
(13 l?‘“ e
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¢¢ Jeft her in full power to fleece the ftate ; and that
¢ we had better let ourfelves be excommunicated
¢¢ than reduced to poverty.” ‘

The general body of the clergy inceffantly en-

gaged the attention of the court : one of their mem-
bers difturbed a-new the King’s repofe, and trou-
bled the ftate. The archbithop of Paris forbad the
adminiftration of the facraments to a certain abbé,
who was ill and defired it. The fick abbé was re-
quired to name his confeflor ; and as he was known
to be a Janfenift, he was afked to. accept of the
conttitution, and the difputes it occafioned in the go-
vernment. ‘The abbé obftinately refufed accepnng
of it, and the archbithop refolved that the facraments
thould not be adminiftered to him.

Lewis XV. was informed of this debate, the ex-
ample whereof might be produétive of a fchifm in
the kingdom. "I was. witnefs to his grief ; his un-
eafinefs arofe from his affection. " He loved his fub-
jeQ@s, and he was™ chagrined to fee that the difputes
of fchools fhould deprive them of the only remain-
ing confolation upon their death-beds. The Princes
of the houfe of Bourbon have always afted more
reafonably in religicus than in_political matters. -

The bull Unigenitus put Lewis XIV. to death;
fome old courtiers have, at leaft, aflured me, that
father Le Tellier fhortened his. days by dint of talk-
ing to him of the conftitution. The refufal of the
- facraments was cognizable by the general police;
fo that this fchifm in the fpiritual government was
attended . with a double inconvenience, as it mlght
produce one in the political ftate.

The parliament of Paris, who fe.ze upon every
occafion to reform abufes, and let none éfcape tha
may extend their prerogatives 3 fummoned the cu-
rate, who had been guilty of no other crime tha

that of obeying his bithop. A penalty was inflicted
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-on him which the prelate thould have been mul@ed,
and he was forbid relapfing on pain of lofing his tem-
poralities. The chief point was to know whether the
curate fhould obey the parliament or his .bithop.
The cafe would not have been difficult to deter--
mine, if the clergy had been appointed judges, or if
the government had been to decide :- but the quef-
tion was who was the competent judge in this cafe ?
If the church were permitted to decide the affair,
this would be infringing upon temporal rights ; and
by allowing the parliament this prerogative, fpiritual
privileges would thereby be ufurped. There was a
third inconvenience ftill greater, which was, that the -
King himfelf, according to the opinion of the clergy
was incapable of appointing judges. . ,

In this fort of difputes, a national council fhould
be convened ; this council is never held, and the
diforder always continues. , The King commanded
the parliament not to interfere in the matter, and the

_parliament determined that they ought to interfere -
~ therein. Lewis XV. had difplayed fufficient refolu- -
tion in the laft mifunderftanding about the adminif- -
ration of the hofpital ; but this body always forget
that they yielded, that they may remember to be
ftedfaft. - The King undertook to have the facra-
ments adminiftered to the fick man; but this me-
_thod had its inconveniencies, for it was neceflary
"to command. priefts, and they obeyed none but

their bifhops.. . :

The parliament would have thought that they .
had -given up their rights, if, upon this occafion,
they had not oppofed the will of their fovereign.
They commanded by arret the curates, whom Lewis .
XV. only .wanted to -engage to fulfil their duty.
Without this decree the affair would have been im-.
mediately flifled, whereas many other priefts were
hereby difpofed to refufe the adminiftration of the
facraments. .

I have
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I have-often~heird t -faid 'at ‘Verfailles, -¢¢ thshat
<¢ ‘the bolly] of the= parliament, by’ reafon-of their =
< ‘deflré 1o trefosrm abufesy are the fource of a great:
¢ ‘numbebeof odbafes:2’ A prince’of ' the blood was- -
of opiniongrthat the' parliament thould be‘abolithed,
if it.: were only:! to iprevent that fpirit of* contention: -
ands obftinacy - which-they :difperfe in' the kingdom.
Hut: tholex'who' are: efteemed fagacious ' judges of
thimagss” pretend. that this fame: fpirit-of ‘oppofitien to-
thleewill lofitheceourt;: is the bulwark of the ftate.
Adconnftilorref.the great-ehamber faid one day in.
miyv. heasingss toc.a courtier: who was highly com-:
plainingof? thereiterated remonftrances made to the
Kingy. Pérhapss. Siry ~we. may. be miflaken in the
Jorm 5 but we tarnot “err-with refpect to the objelty
as we corflantly plead for - the prevogatives of thena- -
tisn,qand the bappine(s ofsthe people..-.
The-prefident. de~Maupeau faid> to” me-one day,
upon -returning from an-audience he had with the -
King, when he met with avery difagreeable recep- -
tion. - ¢ You muft ‘allew, Madam, that' there 1s
% a particular fatality anmexed to our fituation ;" we'
‘¢ are always. fcolded-without: obtaining juftices~Ne- -
¢ verthelefs, !-if . things rwere :thoroughly examined-.
¢ ‘with: carey it wounld appear that we have-no in-
¢¢ ‘tereft.in view by ‘making continnal reprefentions
¢¢ tb our Princey and: being compelied- to -fay difa-
*¢ Yrewable>:things to ‘him.: It .we-did-not intereft -
¢ Yurfelves fo ‘much-as we do for thesgood of the
. ¢ People,' we muft-fubftitute flattery for truth, and
¢ fhould be benefited by the frmules-of the court 3
¢¢ whereas we: now meet with nothing but refufals
¢ from~it.”>. In another of thefe vifits, when:this -
fame prefident did not meet with a more favourable
reception, he added in fpeaking of the counfellors
of ftate, ¢ It is furprifing that men of underftanding
¢¢ do not fee through the uprightnefs.ot our inten-
¢ tions ;. and  that prejudice, which . we tha.ght °
©s6 pniy
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« anly aftuated the populace,. fa]ls to the lot of
« thofe who furround the.throne.”,

Be this as it may, thefe people dlfplé'afed‘ me; be- -
caufe they put the King into a bad: humour, and
every time they repaired to Verfailles, to make re-
prefentatlons to him, Lewis XV, was more ferious ;
than ufual.

The affair of the bills of confeffion was attended !
with confequences. The members of parliament -
had hitherto fpoke as orators ; upon this occafior
they fpoke. in the flile of preachers. Their remon- - -
ftrance to the King refembled a fermon. The pope’s” :
doétrine, dogmas, and faith,” were called .in queftion. .
When a body of peopleYuit their proper {phere, they -
expofe themfelves to raillery. ‘A- pleafant courtier faid* @
to the King,—*¢ Sire, ‘we ‘may mow-attend a ho- -
“-mily in the great chamber;: the members of & ~
“ your parliament know how to -make fermons.”

"Thefe reprefentions -made to Lewis-XV. having -
heen printed, every one was defirous of -being-pof- -
feffed of them : but there was not a fufficient num- -
ber for every body. The difcouifes of thefe new -
miffionaries were fold it a dearer rate than-Bourda-
loue’s fermons,-and were more in vogue. : I-fhall” ..
iffert them here,’ left this-learned prodution fhould "
he: loﬁ to.pof’cerltv =

SiRE, -
¢¢ Never did fo important an affair fead your par- -
¢ Liament to the foot of your throne. . The religion
“ the ftate, the rights of your crown are equafly -
“ threatened. . A fatal fchifm has burft forth, lefs
“ to be dreaded {rom the blaze of divifion it kin-
¢ dles amongft your fubjeéls, and the fhock it gives
 to the fundamental laws of the monarchy, than
¢ from the prejudice it does to religion. ..

s YOI‘-S’ ST

e
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Your majefty, ftruck with the diforders occafi-
cned by the difputes daily renewed on account of
the bull Unigenitus, has at all times been fenfi-
ble, and particularly in 1731, of the ‘neceflity of
fupprefling a divifion fo dangerous, and fo con-
trary to the common good of the ftate and of re-
ligion.

¢ We fhall make ufe of the fame terms in which
your majefty then exprefled yourfelf, in declaring
your will. You forbad, in the moft exprefs
manner any of your fubjets, of what ftate or cone
dition foever, to do or write any thing tending
to- fupport the difputes that had arifen in regard
to this conflitution, or to create new ones. You
forbad them to attack or provoke one another,
by injurious terms of innovators, heretics, fchif-
matics, Fanfenifts, Semi-pelagians, or any other
party names, ag any fuch delinquents would be
treated as rebels difobedient to your orders, and
feditious perturbators of the public tranquillity.
In a word, you enjoined all the archbifhops and"
bifhops .to watch each in his particular diocefe,
that peace and tranquillity were charitably and

_inviolably obferved, and that thefe difputes were

no more renewed. ‘
¢ It were to have been wifhed, that fuch faga-
cious orders had been followed by the moft ri-
gorous execution, and that you had armed your
avenging hand agaioft fuch -ecclefiaftics as dare
contemn your Majefty, and withdraw from the
obedience that was due to you ! But this they
have dared, and the attempt had remained un-
punithed, their paffionate zeal has no longer
known any bounds ; they have declared  thofe
who were not of their opinion rebels to the church,
and as fuch unworthy of partaking of its bene-
fits, and they bave inhumanly iefufed them the

facraments at the point of death, Thefe abufes

& v
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¢¢.have been daily increafed—and how much has
‘¢ not religion fuffered by them?
¢ Impiety has availed itfelf of difquifitions that
¢ prevailed amonft the minifters of religion, to at-
¢ tack religion itfelf. _
¢¢ The uncertainty that was introduced with re-
‘¢ gard to the foundation of the legitimacy. of faith,
¢ hath been the means employed by impiety to infi-
 nuate into people’s minds its mortal poifon.
 What advantage hath it not derived from the
¢ melanchcly circumitances wherein we faw the
¢ holy fathers, who had pafled their lives in exer-
 cifing the laborious functions of the miniftry to
* which they were confecrated ! enlightened doc-
tors, ftill more recommendable for their piety than
their underftanding: pious maidens, who, in
their reclufe retreat entirely engaged with God"
¢ and their falvation, pafled their time in the moft
auftere works of repeptance, treated like refraGto-.
ry members of the church, deprived with igno-
miny of the benefits it difpenfed to its children,
without its being known what truths decided by
the church, thefe children refufed to believe, or
what errors prefcribed by it, they refufed to
condemn! - ST
_ % The oftentatious philofopher, who foolifhly
¢ jealous of the divinity itfelf, fees with regret the
 homage that is paid to him, judged this to be the
“_favourable moment for producing his monftrous
¢ fyftem of incredulities.
¢¢ This fyftem promulgated abroad has unhappily
‘ made but too rapid progrefs. A torrent of writ-
‘“ ings, infe&ted with thefe deteftable errors, ruthed
“ forth; and to complete the misfortune, they
‘ have infenfibly crept into thofe fchools deftined
‘ to form proper defenders of faith and religion.
¢ Strange calamity for a moft chriftian King ! Er-
. . . (14 ror
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““Efror ‘gains- ground, and is not ‘removed ;. ,the
¢ principal minifters of religion are ecmployed only::
““"in_exading ' the’ acceptance of a decree,c which .
“offering nothing certain, “alarms timid confciences -

by the confcquences that may be-drawn from it
¢¢againft 'the falutary nﬁo&rmc, dnd whilft they. with :

(11
(11

¢ the --greateft rigour |profecute thofe,* who, by at :
leaft a pardonable, if not a well grounded feruple, .
refufe - fubfcribing to it :they meglect what is .
cflential, - and- let religicn rbe thaken to its ‘very .
foundation.
¢¢ The impious become more refolute, and au- -
¢¢- dacity is carried to its greateft height and it was
¢¢ referved for us to be eye-witneffes. of a public .
¢¢ thefis being rmintained withcut oppofition, in the
¢ firft univerfity of-the chyiftian world, whereby all
¢¢ the falfe principles-of incredulity are fyftematically
¢¢ - eftablifhed *.-
¢ Your parIxamcnt, “Sirey, who by the authority
¢ you have conferred upon them, fhould principal-
¢ ly attend to -whatever-regards- the religion of the
¢¢-ftate, are moved at the® {'rgh‘t of- b {candalous 2
¢¢-procceding. - They have fummoned the agents of
“ the umve.ﬁty -The attention-of the magiftrates
. ¢¢ has called the faculty back to their duty, has a-
¢ wakened ‘the zeal of thepaftors ; and foon after
¢ ‘appeared the cenfures-of the Thefis, acccmpanied
¢ ‘withthe'moft dithonourable fentence, with which
¢ ~heiawhe: hadithe:audacity to ‘maintain it, was
¢ ‘branded¥.". 4
<< ‘Suloh arethehwonnds that the growing fchilm
¢¢ “hasfrdmnitsi bifth given to religion., What Jmay
Cou ‘h'emcncfeacut ihas.- to. fuffer. in -the fequel ;* and

(14
({4
(14
(43
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* Tﬂa'téfﬂéﬁs af the' Abbe Prade. * ]

* AWeVdidi oo kncw that the! magxi’crate firft brougln '
thelBotbohnerbatk to theirduty, and awakened the zeal of
thelpafbls;who flept jn tranqmllny by the ﬁde of the wolf.

€“can
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“can we view it without being penetrated with . .
« afflition'? With fome it will be totally deftroy-: -
“ ed, and if others preferve it,- the fpirit will be-:
% entirely loft. S )
¢ Hatred, animofity, and perfecution, feize up->-
“on their hearts ;. thofe divine characters of union
“-and charity, which diftinguith the catholic church, .
“ are no longer to be known ; and religion will be-

¢ almoft-univerfally deftroyed, either in the mind, ,

“-or in the heart. ‘ :
‘- But, Sire, if your parliament owe their firft»'

| attention to. the intereft of religion, they are e--

“ qually engaged by the fidelity they have {fworn to- .

¢ you,- to guard the prefervation of thofe great-.

“~maxims which. conflitutg the,eflence of your. fo--
“.yereignty.:. - .

¢-:And how-.could they avoid -eppofing - with all>:
“their might, :.the progrefs of a fcheme.framed-:
“-by -fome:mimfters of the -church, to ere& the- -
“ conftitution. Unigenitus,. as a rule of faith, This- .
“ enterprize,- inafmuch as jt isprejudicial to religi- -
“ ony-is contrary to the.principles-of public right,",
“-upon which -the independency of -your authority -
¢is founded. When this. bull:'came into France, -,
¢ your parliament.acquainted Lewis XIV. with all
“ the danger of thescondemnation which was there-- -
“ in pronounced againft the propofition that relates- ,
“ to the maiter of excommunication. . |
“ Hepceawill follow, we told him, that unjuft ex---
¢ communications, that even the ménaces of an unjuft?
“ cenfure, may fufpend the accomplifbment. of:the- -
“-moft effential and indifpenfible duties : and what -+
“ might be the confequence?  The; liperties.of othere
“ Gallican church, the maxims. adopted. by the kg -
“ dom upon the authority of kings, uponsthel)inde<s -

v W pendency of their crown, upon the - fidelity thab.is is

“ due.to them from their fubjecls, might’ be’angi—i-
h : . : }) t. [ Qt‘d 5".1,
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hilated, or at leaft fufpended in the minds of th
people, fo'ely by the impre(fion made on them by a
menace of excommunication, though unjuf?.

¢ Lewis XIV. was fenfible of the importance of
thefe refle&tions. The bi.ll was not received but
with fuch modifications, as are not fo much mo-
difications as an abfolute affertion of the condemr-
ed propofitron: _

¢ Thefe wife precautions, the ramparts of our

. liberty, judged neceffary by the late King, cco-

firmed by your Majefty upon “every occafion,:
carefully repeated in the declarations you mad:
to eftabiith the authority of the bull, contormable
to the fentiments of the bifhops, who gave their
explanations in 1744, and corroborated by -the
formal decifion of the Sorbonne, as they folemn-
ly declared it verbaliy, by their Syndic in 17323
how, are thefe to be reconciled with the eminent
charafter that is now wanted to be given this
bull, in erecting it into @ rule of faith ?

¢ Dogmas of faith are not fufceptible of modifi-
cation ; fo that giving to the bull the qualificati-

“ ons or effe&ts of a rule of faith, and exalting its

pure and fimple acceptance upon this foundation,
is by a neceflary confequence deftroying the mo-
difications which have been oppofed to it, fub.
verting the great principle of your abfolute inde-
pendence of all other power whatever ; it is en-
deavouring to obtain the acknowledgment of an
authority, capable of annihilating or fufpending
the rights of your fovereign authority.

¢ Your Majefty, convinced of this truth, how-

_ever favourable you may have expreffed yourfelt

upon the bull, has never allowed .it to be deno-
minated @ rule of faith. All thofe writings which
have appeared, wherein it has been endeavoured
to reprefent it in that light, have been profcrib;d

) (13 1/
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«'by judgments which you yourfelf have given:
« and when' your parliament 1eprefented to ycu in
« 1733, their uneafinefs at_the condu& of fome
« eccefiaftics, in various di. cefes, who appeared
¢ to give this- charalter to the bul; your Majefty
« rep-oached them ‘or having forefeen that it could
“ happerr, that the fpiritual authonity fhoId defire
“ 10 ¢-et into a d-gMa ‘oi faith, propofitions con-
“ trary to the inviolable maxims of France.

“ Your Majetty told us that fuch an undertaking
“ would not revolt lefs againft the church of your
% kingdom, than againft the mag:ftrates; and that
“ we might have been in fecurity by the precauti- .
“ ons wh.ch the bifhops took in 17:4, fo. the pre-
“ fervation «f maxims, with.regard to the mnety-
“ firft condemned propofition. |, '

¢ But, Sire, of what fignifiation are thefe pre-
“ cautions taken by fome bifhops ot your kinydom,
¢ if the others do not adhere to them, if they ex-
“ a&t the pure and fimple acceptation of the bull,
“ if they leok upon thofe as out of the pale of the
“ chu ch wh do nor de. lare their fubmiffion to it,
“ without any reft:i.’ion or referve, and-if they
¢ pretend to exclude them up'n this foundation
“ frem the partic:pation of a I facraments ?

“ Theie are few amongft them, it is t:ue, who
“ha e openly decla ed themfelves by faying,
“ that the ¢ oftitution is @ rule ‘of faith; but by
¢ oiving it the efte@ of a rule of faith, is not that
“ faying that it s a ruie of faith ¢ In marters of
* d»éirine, none but thofe wh: errin a pont of
* faith, can be excluded the participati n of the
“ facraments of the chu ch; therefire a refufal of
“ the facraments to whofoeser does not fubmit to
 the conftitution, is making the confhitution a rule
* of faith.

“ The
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pronounced againft the ninety-firft pr: pofition,
is manfeftly contra.y to the great'maxims’ of the
kingdom, and is abfolutely incompatible with the
obfervance of thefe maxuns.” Therefore, ‘whe|
we fee the minifters of the church, when we fe
the bithops eftabiifh the conftitation™as a rule
of taith, we fee that“by-a-fatatity,-which, Sire,
¢ your goodnefs cotld’not prefames that they wany
to erect .into "dégmas ‘the ‘faith of opinions,
contrary to ‘the moft inviolable maxitns of France,
* ¢ They -in vain proteft” their attachment to ou
liberties. “Thei'"‘conduct *belies the fincerity o
their words : Or, if it is‘really nothing more than
an extravafant’ zeéal' for<the bull that aCtuare
them, they -tea:li~us. tow .dangerous it is fuff°
‘them to decide 4rbitrarily in casfes that tay ex
clude the participaticn of the facraments. Thei
‘pretended’ zeal becomes a paffion that blinds them|
prejudice thuts thei eyes to the confequences o
their condu@. Add to this, that if this tyranny
were nce introduced, we fho 1d foon fee it*b
a fhul greater abufe, if poffible, extend:ng itfel
ovet matters entirely foreign to the~d. gma," and
purely temporal. The p-int would not then ol
be what r:ight relate to-confcience ; they weuld
make themfel- es arbiters of the ftate, and of the
form of the ciuzens, and would render the ad
miffion of the facraments juft as cunditional 4
they pleafed ' =
¢ Thefe a.e not vain fears that agitate us. ‘12
kn~w but too well, that.even-in this cafe, ro
thing c.uld con_ue: the obftinacy of an unjul
refufal ; and that neither tite moft refpectabi
birth, nor the m.{t pure, conflant, and exemp'a
ry virt-e, would be { fficient titles to claim, 4
the point of death, thefe facred benefits, the dif
penfation:
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“ppénfation: whereof cannot ‘ depend:: upon': hunan
“inmotives,.and which by right belong.to the. faith- -
<fful ®, ‘ .
«¢¢, Your-pirliament;: Sire, ftrangely fuyrprifed at {o ,
« . many- abufes, ' daily committed.before'their eyes,
* % _bhave been made ftill mare ftrangly fenfible of the
«4¢, danger, when having fent a deputation.to'thearch-
¢ bifhop cf Paris, wich regard.to’the. freth refifal of |
- ¢¢ the facraments, :by the. cusate obStiEtiénne:idu

¢ Mont ; this pelate,. without:making any ruaeply,
% imperioufly declared, -that ‘this swas.doné by, his
-%¢ orders. : What reflections muft 'thexmiddimakeat
- fuch a declaration! - We fhall-now!:{gpprefs.them
-¢¢ out.of refpect. '

+ ¢, It wil. be fufficient to fay, that yonr: pariament
havé judged it to be their indifpenfanleiduty: to act
with rigour againft this curate,..in.oider.to:teach
the inferior munifters of the church, ‘thatwehatever’

*¢¢ orders they may have.received frombeididpperi- °
05, they a; e anfwerable for. puttipgithemiiiexxecu-

. tion, when thefe ofders tend toidiftdrxhbepbiblic
tranquillity, and: pa, ticela: ly. when:Itheyapediinble
to foment a {chifm; -the confequenc€sobfswhich -

¢ cannot be confidered” without horror. XMay-we
be permi:ted, Sire, to {upplicate you to'take into
confiderati.n the remonftrances- wh ch your parli-
ament had the honour of prefenting you laft year.

- You wilk there find it demonttrated, that the errof

¢ .in the reprefentaiion «f a bill .f confeflicn, which
¢ the curate of St. Ltiénne du. Mont. ziledged for

= The features of #Lis- portrait were certainly drawn
for the late Duke ot..O-Jeans, to whom, we.are affured,
‘the a:chbithop :efuiea the facraments. M this be
true, who dare think himfelf swosthy of. aipiring to this

favour? :
the
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s¢ the reafon of his refufal, cannct be 3 legal caufc -
for refufing .he holy viaticum to a dying perfen,
and that the exaflion of this bill is only a vague
preience tor refufing the facraments to thofe who
are fufpeQed of not accepting the conftitution.
¢ May we be allowed to recal to your memory,
the principles eftablithed in the -reprefentations
which your pa liament made previoufly to you in
1731, and ¥,33, upon the firft refufal o1 the fa-
craments that came to their knowledge. The
-Bull Unigenitus is not a rule of faith. The church
alone could give it this fupreme charalter, and
the church has not given it. This bull is even
of fuch a nature that it cannot be a rule of faith,
It offe's'n' thing ce tain. - The different qual:fi-
ca.ions it gives to the propoficions which it'con-
demns, and this’ indetermination, abfolutely cp-
pofe its e er being a dogma ‘of faith : "Thefe
maxims of France, which form the bafis of our
liberties, would otherwife foon be deftroyed.
¢« Will you, then; Sie, permit the torch of
fchifm to be lighied up in the heart of your
kinydom, on account of the acceptance- that is
exacted of this bull. _There is noth.ng more
menacing to an empire, than divifions in religious
matters : They beccme ftill more fatal when the
caufe is unjuft  Let them not be introduced into
your kingd'-m, ftifle the in their birth, and to
-that end let your parliaments act. They alone
can reflo-e a calm, by the vigilant exertion of-
their inftizution. "A dving perfon may at every
inftant have recourfe to the magiftrate, to
claim the benefits that may be inhumanly denied
him. ‘ .
¢ If you referve to yourfelf the care oi mak-
ing piovifion in this cafe, howe.er ta.olrable
your inteniions may- be, the diftance cf pl:xcc;.

. . ¢ the

]
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« 'the importance of your occupations, the difficul-
“-ty of gaining accefs to the foot of your throne,
« will prevent their cffect.
¢ Severity will not fo effetually fupprefs the de-
“ figns that vel the fchifm, as difpatch. Its. pro-
“ grefs is to be dreaded. Preachers already arife,
“ who .endeavour to difturb the people’s minds,,
“ and make our churches echo with their feditious
“ fermons. If the fire encreafes, it is to be feared
“ that. the flames-will fpread to fuch a degree, that
“ no authority will be fufficiently powerful to ﬁop
“ the ccnflagration.
¢ Let us call to mind in the hiftory of paft ages,
“ thofe bills of affociation ; thofe extorted declarati-
“ ons in thé_tribunal of penance; thofe fcandalous
“ fermons which fpread the alarm in timorous ‘con-
“ fciences; thofe bloody wars carried to fuch an
*“ excefs, that fthook even this throne.
¢ Struck with dread at the fight of thefe great
* misfortunes, we fhall not ceafe, Sire, to rife_up
“ againft all fuch proceedings as tend to' fchifm ;
“and we fhall not ceale to lay before you their
* fhocking confequences. To prevent our’acting,
* to ftifle cur voices, we muft be annihilated. And
“ if by ap event which we fheuld confider ourfelves
“ as almoft guilty to forefee, it thould happen that
our conftancy to fupport the rights of ‘your
‘ crown, ‘thofe of the ftate and of 1eligion, .we
fhouid draw upon ourfelves: your Majetty’s dif-
grace, we fhould lament without altemg our
\ondu"’c
“ Incapzble of betrayinz our duty, we fhould
 have nodnnv to offer you in homaze buat our
[ tears, till time’ fhou:d convmce you how advan-
tageous it is for vouy, that vour parlidment at no
pe‘xod fwerve fom the inviolab'e fidelity they
oae to religicn, to their country, and to ther

Vor. 1L D - ¢ King;
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¢ King; and that in their archives may be found
¢¢ the uninterrupted tradition of condu& and max-
~¢¢ ims, which fecure the tranquillity of your king-.
¢¢ dom, -and the independance of your fovereignty.
¢¢ Such, Sire, are the moft humble and refpeétful
remonftrances which the counfellors in" parlia-
ment affembled, have the honour of prefenting
to yoiur Majefty. T :
¢t Dore in parliament, this
13th of Apiil, 1752.
< S'oned,
% De MavreoU.

“‘This fine difcourfe, written with energy, did not
proclaim peace, but was, on the contrary, a de-
claration of war, founded in appearance upon the
exigencies cf the police, and the tranquillity of the
ftate ; the fpirit of party was, however, its only
di€tator: The parliament being compofed almoft
entirely of Janfenifts, wanted to deftroy the Mo-
linift cabal. Each purfued his private prejudices,
and no one thought of the advantage of the ftate.

- The King, in anfwer to thefe reprefentations,
declared, that he fhould take upon himfelf to pu-
nifh fuch priefts as gave offence to the ftate, by re-
fufing the facraments, and forbad the parliament in-
terfering in the matter: but this court took care
not to cbey. So far from fubmitting, they publifh-:
ed an arret, exprefly ordering the priefts to afk no
bills of confeflion. from the fick people, and to ad-
minifter the facraments to them, without interro:
gating them in any fhape upon the fubjet.. As or-
donnances are generally of greater. latitude than they
thould be, this body, having become all at ornce
Theologifts, availed themfelves of this opportunity
to forbid the preachers vfing certain exgreflions, and

they
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they fpecified the terms in which their fermons
thould be conceived. = - . S -
.+ Idle people, who deride every thing, even the
moft ferious affairs, turned this arret into ridicule. .
‘The wits of Paris faid that the Parliament had pared
the. preachers nails in fuch a manner, that the

L could not fcratch the Janfenifts any more, i

' Such fick peoplé s wanted to commune, pur-
chafed “an arret, which they prefented'inflead of . 5
bil of confefion. The retailers of bon-mots faid,
¢ That the parliament of Paris were going to efta-
‘¢ blith'a communion *office at Paris, " where the
¢ Janfenifts might furnith themfelves” with each
¢ facrament, at the rate of forty-two fols tournois,
¢ for an arret. : e

The court iffued z2nother ordopnance in favour of
the Bull Unigenitus ; but the parliament, without
paying atterition to it, fent forth decrees againft the -
priefts who refufed to adminifter, The two pacties
became inveterate, by their reciprocal obftinacy, .

The Dauphin’s illnes, which happered at the

height “of -this difpute, produced fome fhort truce,
This Prince found himfelf indifpofed, 25 he retired -
to his apartment on the firft of May, 1752, at .
night. His diforder was the finall-pox, “as was vifi-
ble from the ufual f; ympeoms. He happily reccvered
from it; and the King, who was at £ alarmed,
teftified great joy upon this Piince’s recovery.

Lew's XV. is very foad of his children, ang par-
ticalarly the Dauphin : never did a father f; yrpathife

fo much at the vicifitudes of ‘his family. He pays
remarkable attention to all thefe who belony 1o
him. Whenever the Queen is the lcaft indifpofed,
he flies to her apartment, and never fezves her till

the is better. - ' '

All France congratulated him upon the recovery
of the prefomprive heirto the crevan, Lach body

D2 of
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.. of the ftate demonftrated their joy by fome particu-
_lar rejoicings, and the people difplayed theirs by

.‘general feftivity. ) }
‘I refolved in turn to teftify my fatisfaction at this
happy event, by an analogous feaft ; but I would
do nothing without’ confulting the King. I imparted

to him my defign, which he approved of, and my

-plan, which he applauded.

- Every one that has heard my name mentioned,
knows that I obtained BELLE-VUE, where I had
exhaufted the refinements of art to make an agreea-
ble receptacle for the King. Thefe kinds of feafts
muft be a'legorical, otherwife they do not exprefs

the fubje&t of the ¥rejoicing.

My decoration reprefented various dens furround-

ed with a piece of water, in the middle of which
was {een a luminous dolphin. Several monfters at-

tacked it, in vomiting fames; but Apollo, who

" was its protettor, hurled his thunder at them from

above, and a large quantity of fireworks compleat-
ed their deftrution, as well as that of their refi-
dence. ‘Tbe fcene then inftantly changed, and be-
came the brilliant palace of the fun, where the dol-
phin re-appeared, in all its fplendor, by means of
a magnificent illumination, ‘which lafted all night.
Scarce had the Dauphin recovered from his dif-
- order, before the parliament and the bifthops engag-
ed a-new the attention of the court_and the city.
It was the peace that gave {ufficient leifure to attend
to thefe difputes. In time of war, they would have
bad other objeéts to engage their attention than bills
of confeflion. The court would have defpifcd fuch
-an affair ; and the parliament would not have allow-
ed it to be mentioned. _
The obftinacy of the parliament, and the ftub-
bornnefs of the curates iu refufing the facraments,

ircreafed the King’s meiancholy. I endeavoured to -

multiply

'
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multiply the amufements of his private parties,
in order to remove that ftate of languor which
bufinefs ‘'had brought upon him. I dectained him
with me at night as late as I poflibly could, 2nd
did not let him retire, till I had diffipated the_glouds

_of his mind, by every method that [ thoughfweuld
produce the effe&t. Mufic was a great affiftant to
me. Rameaux was very ufeful to me in this refpe&t.
The King had a tafte for light airs, and this mufici-
an excelled in this kind of compofition.  Jellict exe-"
cuted flill better than Rameaux compofed. . e was
unrivalled in giving life to expreflion, and graee to

. _found. I may venture to fay, that this performery
by the gaiety that he fpread over the King’s mind,
was often the mediator of the moft important affairs
of Europe.

We know that all our refolutions {pring from the
altual difpofition of the foul. A monarch that refir-

" fes every thing when his mind is feized with a cer-
tain melancholy, grants every thing when this vapour
is diffipated.

This difpofition, the ufual effet of fecondary
caufes, and which derives its origin from an harmo-%
nious found, a wink, and moft frequently from the
temperature of the air, does not always purfue the
rule’ of juttice. It is unhappy for the pecple to be
governed by mortals fubjeét to a machine fufceptible
of every kind of impreffion. It would be for the
good of mankind if they were governed by angels.
Toften repeated, that Lewis XV. was extremely
affeGted by thefe religious difputes. I often heard
him fay, he would prefer being at war with princes
rather than with Theologians, becaufe with thofe
the treaty of peace terminates the quarrel ; whereas
with thefe even the fpirit of reconciliation contri-
butes to encreafe it. :

Marfhal Saxe formerly faid tc mie, thit if he wereto
have gained an advantage over the Tartars, he would
D3 . have




T4 MEMOIRS of the

have giving them quarter ; but that if ke had con-
quered an army of Theologians, he would have ex-
te:minated them without mercy.

A man of wit, and a great politician, was of opi-
nion, that the univerfities thould be fhut up, and
their thefes forbidden upon pain cf death. He fhew-
ed me a.manufcript work, whereby he pretended to
to prove that all the wars, and all the crimes that
had been cc mmitted in Europe fince the cftablifhment
of chrift'anity, derived their-origin—frem—religiovs
difputes,

This is ealy to believe, he added, if we confider
that the fpirit of contenticn, which fprings {rom
dogmas, {preads itfelf through every clafs, and that it

——is-this-general-fpirit that forms-the gent 1atiops,
- . The war relating to the Conflituticn fill continu-
ing, plenipotentiaties were appointed: thefe wele
commiffaries, who were to defide, whether the cu-
rates had a right to let the King’s fubje@s die with-
Sulcemmuning,  ine Bihops faid, this was the
" bufinefs of a council ; but the parliament were of cpi-
nion, that the Bul Unigenitus was in .fubc-yrdination
to the police of the ftate. Thefe commiflaries 2ffem-
bled very regularly ; but they tock care to come to
no determination.
"“'[he Prince of Conti,. who was alway in a p:flion
when this affair was mentioned before him, faid, it
fhovld be decided by a ccurt martial.
‘T'o this kind of tragedy fome comic fcenes were
united. A curate who was compelled to adminifter
to a fick perfon, faid to him in aloud voice, 7 com-
mune you by order of the p_ar/mmmt. A.no'ther ex-
preffed himfelf thus toa dying man : It is in confe-

guence of an arret of the great chambery that I Lring

son Ged Almighty. .
The body of the clergy, who till now had appear-
ed neuter in the affars, entered the lifts,  The bi-

thops afked juftice of the King, for. the attempthof
. . the.

e
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the parliament, who interfered in what did not relate’
to them ; and the reafon they afligned was, that only
God, the Pope, the bifhops, and the curates, had
the right of adminiftering. They pretended that the .
great chamber fhould make reparation to the archbi-
thop of Paris, for having accufed him of favouring a
fchifm. ‘
The K'ng was very far from granting them
what they required, as he cou'd not obtain of the
parliament what he afked of them. Here again it
was neceflary to iffue arrets, to prevent licentious
writings, and order certain books to be burnt by the
hand of the hangman. Thefe were fo many frefh
attacks upon the King’s conftitution, and what fpread
an additional gloom over his temper, already too
rave. e :
Of all the royal family, the King was the only
" one who took this matter to heart. The Queen had
accuftomed herfelf to lay all the viciffitudes of this -
world at the foot of the crucifix : the King’s daugh-
ters would not allow the Bull Unigenitus to be men-
tioned : the Dauphin’ only faid that he could not
fpeak, but that if he were King, he fhould know
what he had to do ; the Princes of the blood defpifed
thefe difputes ; the courtiers wanted to be meddling,
but they knew nothing of the matter. It was happy
“for France that old Marfhal Belleifle was no Theolo- -
gian, for he would have embroiled matters ftill more. -
His higheft ambition was to fathom thefe things ; but
his age and vocations did not allow him to fignalize
himfelf upon this occafion. He neverthelefs, engaged
in a difpute upon predeftination, to feem as if he was
acquainted with what he was entirely ignorant of.
Both parties were very follicitous for my declaring
myfelf openly ; but befides my difcovering that
,they were both headftrong, my happinefs ‘promp-
ted me to wifly for the annihilation of the Conftitu-~
D 4 ) . tion,- -
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tion, as the King’s repofe fo mich depended upon

it. :

"~ I prepofed to Lewis XV. that he fhould forbid all-
his fubjels, as well ecclefizftics as feculars, to pro-
nounce the words Bull, Fanfenifty or Molinift, on
pain of being feverely punifhed ; and to fentence
{uch priefls as fhould be convicted of having refufed
the adminiftration of the facraments, to perpetual
imprifonment. But the goodnefs of his heart would
not allow him to excrcife .any methods that had an
air of violence or defpotifm. He wanted' to be o-
-beyed ; but then, only by moderate and gentle
means. :

While it was debated what method to purfue, to
teiminate thee difputes, a courtier faid to the King,
¢ Sire, there s but one refource, which is, to re-
¢ new the Vingtieme, and examine the ecclefiaftical |
¢ revenues ; the bifhops will forget the Bull Uni-
¢ genitus, when they are reminded that they muft °
¢ give money to the ftate.”” In effedt, this new
object diverted their attention from the other.

The arrival of the Infanta of Parina completely
diffipated that lowring difpofition which the Conffs-
tution had fpread-at court. Nothing was thought of
but entertaining the princefs. I advifed the King

_to give a hull and an opera. In thefe diverfions I
frove rather to amufe the King, than to divert this
fovereizn princefs his daughter. '

* The minifters of ftate, whom I often faw, told
me that they were very much occupied. The war
bad thrown them into arreass for ten years.  The
King had given M. d’Argenfon a coadjutor in the
war department. This was the Marquis de Paulini,
a very .able and intelligent man ; but arts and liter-
ature engaged part of that time which might have

~been employed for the benefit of the ftate. :

He knew more than a learned man reed to have
done, and he was unacquainted vifh more thi}r‘xgs

“ \ than
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thana minifter fhould have been ignorant of. TheKing
had fept him to examine the military ftate of France.
He had juft vifited the fouthern parts to reconnoitre
the fortrefles, and the troops” quarters. When he
made his report to the King, he added, that he had
feen the proteftants of Languedoc; and that at a
time they were fufpected of taking up arms, they
. were aflembled to offer up prayers to heaven for the
recovery of the Dauphin. This intelligence greatly
affeCted the King. It gives peculiar pleafure to fo-
vereigns to find all their fubjets attached to them.
This, perhaps,-is the moft tender point of felf-love
in princes. ' .

Though the King, by an cffe&t of that goodnefs
which ' is fo natural to him, oftcn laid afide his dif-
pofition "to make’ our converfation agreeable, the
progrefs of melanchioly was very rapid upon mv

mind. * At certain moments every thing was infipid -~ -

tome. I was convinced of the propriety of what
Madam de Maintenon once faid, that in evey ftate
of life there is a dreadful vacuum. What increafed
my anxity was, that I .was obliged t> put on a gay
| appearance, ai the very time that the moft gnawing
grief preyed upon me.

Here will I fay, to the fcandal of human great-
nefs, that notwith{tanding the favour I poflcfled, and
the brilliant elevation ¢f my fortune, I-feveral times
refolved upon quitting the court—Ambition alone
doubtlefs with-held me, for we facrifice all things
to our predominant paflion. It was this fune am-
bition that, havinz raifed me to the pinnacle of
grandeur, made- me pafs more unhappy days than
thofe which would have glided away, If I hzd 1e-
mazined in a.lefs diftingu'fhed ftate. Every body en-
vied my fate, and no one thought but that [ was
the happieft of women : but the ftate of my felicity
was far from correfponding with the idea the world
entertained of it ,
‘ Ds- Thofe
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Thofe who afpire to a more elevated fphere than
that wherein virtue has placed them, fancy that
riches, rank, gran\.eur and mles, contribute to hap-
pinefs, and that in thefe imaginary advantages feli-
city centers, This is a fallacious opinion ; when
once we are accuftomed to thefe things, they feldom
afford us any gratification. The idea which we
frame of them, pleafes us more than pofleflion it-
flf.  Neither magnificent palaces, fuperb furniture,
nor the moft valuable jewels in Europe, whxch I
poffeffed, could make me happy.

The Count de Maurepas, who had compelled
me to requeft the King to grant him an exile, fig-
nified to fome perfons abcut me, that he fhould
lke to obtain leave to refide in common at Pont-
chartrain.  This ¢caftle is fituated near Verfailles,
and he was exprefly forbid, upon leaving court, to
refide there. I voluntarily ’took upon myfelf to ob-
tain this permlﬂion for him. I afked it of the King,
who faid to me, in granting it,—*¢ Indeed, Madam,
¢ I admire your noble foul ; the Count de Mau-
¢¢ repas has grievoufly offended you, and you, ne-
. ¢¢ verthelefs, intereft ycurfelf in his tehalf.”

When,the Count’s friends found that the King
fo ealily granted what was requefted in his favour,
they fpoke to me about hs recall t5 court : But I
refufed to employ my credit to obtain this’ frefh in-

" dulgence. This was the only thing wherein Lewis
XV. pofleffed unfhakeable fortitude. I do not Lnow,
that notwithftanding all this Prince’s favour, with
which I-was honoured, I could in this. have fuc-

- ceeded. The attempt mlght have been dangerous

to myfelf : We fheuld never expofe ourfelves to 2
rcfufal : it is the firft ftep that leads to mdxﬁ’er-
ence.

It was then publickly faid, that this minifter was
indebted for this favour to the Cardinal de la Roche-

*" foucault and the Duke de Nivernois, his relations,

Dy . who
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who at that time had fome intereft at court: but
the truth is, thasséither the one or the other had-
any fhare in it.” L

The King was always furrounded with remon-
f#rances from his -parliaments. I complained to the
gentlemen of the gown, of the difturbances which
they themfelves created in the ftate, by their obfti-
nacy. They always-anfwered me, that they laboured
for the glory of the King, the welfare'cf the ftate,
and the happinefs of the people.. Itis, in my opi-
nion, a great abufe of the adminiftration in France,
that private individuals, born in obfcurity, and al-
moft conftantly without-any other merit than that
of having purchafed an employmens for two or three
thoufand louis d’ors, fhould confider themfelves as
part of the monarchy, and be continually ftruggling
with the royal authority. Marfhal Saxe, before he
died, told the King, Sire, ¢ I adsife you to reim-
“ ‘burfe your parliaments ; for it is from the value
“ of their employment, that-thefe people derive -
¢ their confequence.” '

Thefe difputes brought religion into contempt. '
An author, who, fuppofing that the Bull Unigenitus
was entirely deftroyed, as the parliament wanted to
compel the curates to adminifter to fick people, fuf~
peted of Janfenifm, publifhed a performance under
this title, ¢ The funeral eration of ‘that moft high
 and powerful Princefs, toe Bul UN IG E-
“ NITUS.” ‘

It has been obferved, that fuch bocks as thefe”
ccrrupt’ the morals more than herefy itfelf. The
parliament, who would not fubmit to the King, faid,
that they oppofed the fchifin. The Janfenifts, who
were refufed the adminiftration of the facraments,
maintained * with all their might, that the gates of
heaven were fhut againft them, in oppofing the will
of God ; which was a fchifm in this dolrine, as
they allowed of no flexibility in Providence : where-

-’ : fore
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. fore Mr. Maillebois, the father, faid, that the Jan-
-fenifts were guilty of herely againft there own fet;
~ for they wanted to force predeftination, after having
taught that it was immutable.

This fcene, which continued for feveral- years, -
made France quite ridiculous. The proteftants of
the kingdom, who were forbidden to fpeak, faid
nothing : .but thofe in foreign countries avenged their
brethren’s taciturnity, by publifhing the nfoft poig-
nant fatires againft thofe difputes, without confider~
ing that the fame principles amongft them. produce
the fame divifions.

Engraving was made a party in this affair ; a
plate was dedicated to me, wherein the hall of the
parliament of Paris reprefented the fchool of the Sor-
bonne.  All the prefidents and counfellors were
drefled like doftors, who inftructed the King and
the bifhops of France in point of rehglon, and thefe
were depilted as fcholars.

Thefe farcafms, which afliGted the King, embit-
tered my days. 1 fpoke upon this fubje& to the firtt
prefident, complamed to the bifhops, and had fome
curates introduced to me, to talk with them about
it ; but thefe meafures procured me no relief, this
difpute_having given importance to thefe people, in
the oypinion of the world, which they would not
otherwife have cbtained.

Whilft a proper medicine was fought to appeafe
thefe troubles, the clergy came to afk juftice of the
King, for the attack the parliament had made.
This body had iflued arrets in regard to matters that
were more conneéted with theoloay than policy.

The King appointed 2 commiffion to take cogni-
zance-of this affair. The deputies of the bifhcps
required prelxmmanes to be fettled, before they en-
tered upon a negociation. They demanded, 1. The
annullmg of a certain arret, as an attack upon the

authority
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authority of the church. a. The eftablithment of
bills of confeffion. 3. A reparation of honour from
‘the parliament to the archbithop, for having accufed
him of favouring a fchifm. The King granted the
deputies partly what they. afked, and refufed them -
the other part.. He annulled the arret, not only be-
caufe it infringed the rights of the clergy, but becaufe
it attacked his own authority 5 ‘¢ inafmuch, faid
¢ the declarations, as the parliament have not a
right to make regulations ; and that in cafe they
fhould have any to make, they fhould apply to
¢ the King, to afk him.leave.” :
Ip the*fame arret it was fet forth, that no cafe
could occur, wherein a prieft was entitled to refufe
the facraments on ‘account of the Bul/l Unigenitus.
It was therefore added, ¢ that with refpe& to fpiri-
¢¢ tual adminiftration, the lay judges had no right
¢ to take any eognizance, unlefs a law-fuit enfued.”
Thefe diftin&ions did not reftore peace, but war
continued. They fought as before with the wea-
pons of remonftrance. The parliament, who were
defirous of interfering as a party in the affair relat-
ing to the adminiftration of the facraments, would
not content themfelves with being only judges. New
fatyrical writings made their appearance : they fpared
neither church nor ftate ; and the King was greatly
mortified by them. I often entreated him to pay
no regard to thefe wretched pamphlets, whofe low
obfcure authors were more- delerving of contempt
than chaftifement. But I could never prevail upon
him to take this revenge, which is the only one that
fhould gratify fovereigns, with refpect to thefe un-
fortunate fcribblers. : ‘

To convince him what fort of animals thefe au-
thors were, I fent for one into my apartment at -
- Verfailles, after having promifed him pardon for the

book he had wrote, and alfo my prote&tion. The
King faw him, and fpoke to him for fome time ;

: C ’ after
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after which he faid to me, in raifing his thoulders,
- \‘f Indeed, Madam, you are right, thofe folks de-

¢¢ ferve more to be pitied than hated.”

~ Though Europe enjoyed a ftate of tranquillity in

1753, this“was a period of troubles and divifions in

France. ]

. -The nobility of Brittany fhewed themfelves e-
- qually turbulent as the bithops, the clergy, and the
parliament. .They protefted in a very high ftile,
againft what had been dctermined by arret, during
the affembly of the ftates. They had no fuch right.
This aflembly in a body reprefent the royal autho-
rity ; fo that their deliberations are above the pro- -
teftations of any individuals that compofe it. Lewis
XV. had feveral letters de cachet difpatched, which
exiled the bifhops in their diocefes, and the gentle-

men in their eftates. .
- Marfhal Belleifle faid, that ¢¢ Letters de cachet
¢ in France were the only fpecific for curing the
¢¢ diforder of difobedience : but that they were fo
¢ often ufed, that it was to be feared, they wculd
¢¢ at length produce no effe& #*> But this remedy
is not always made ufe of by the King ; minifters.
cftener apply it than the Prince : this is what ren-
ders the French adminiftration fo edious to fo-
.reigners. I have, neverthelefs, heard a man of great
- fenfe applaud the ufe of them. He prerended that
order was produced by this diforder. ¢¢ It is faid,
%¢ continued he, that the King of England has no
< authority to arreft the loweft of his fubjects. This
¢ is very well in England, where a republican fpirit.
¢¢ keeps every one within the bounds prefcribed to
< him by the conftituticn ; but, in France, where
€ nobody is acquainted with the laws, where the
¢ climate and fociety excite every man’s defire of
¢ {reaking, all would be loft, if the adminiftration
¢ had not the authority of ftopping this natural im-
¢ petuofity of Frenchmen, &c, &c. Th
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¢¢ This authority lodged with the fovereign is,
¢ perhaps, neceffary amongft us ; without it the great
¢ bodies politic would infringe too much upon'the
¢ rights of the crown. We have often feen in
¢ France, the clergy, the thxrd eftate, and par-
¢¢ liaments, endeavouring to ru'e over the rights of
¢ the King. If the fovereign had not then the
< power of ftopping the proceedings of thefe bodies,
< 3ll government muft have fubfided ; for it cannot
¢ be imagined, that thofe, who reprefent the church
¢ and, the people, would rule with a fpirit of mode-
¢ ration and patriotifm. “In every ftate of life, man -
‘¢ is animated with ambition, and the moft dange-
*¢ rous kind of ambition'is that. which has for its
¢ pretext the glory of God, and the bappmefs of
¢ the pecple.” : .
The fame year gave us one example of this, with *
refpe&t to the parliament of Paris, to whom the .
court paid too great deference, and -who were fo
daring as to fpeak to the King in thefe words, in
one of their remontftrances. '
¢ If thofe perfons, who abufe your Majefty’s . .-
ot conﬁdence, pretend to .reduce us to the alterna-
‘¢ tive, either of failing in our duty, or incurring
¢ your difgrace, we declare to. them; that we feel
< ourfelves poflefled of courage to become the vic-
‘¢ tims of cur fidelity.”

. M. de Belleifle,. who perfona]ly attended at th's
laft reprefentation, faid to'the Kind, that after this
coup d’eclat (bold ftroke) the patliament muft either
be diffolved, or the adminiftration of the kingdom
given up to them. Lewis XV, banifhed them to

‘Pontoife ; but this did not increafe their docility :
chaftifement came too late ; ; they had been accuf-
tomed to withftand the government. . From the ex-
tremity of their exilé they braved the authority of
the King, who upon this' occafion teftified lefs
fortitude than the parliament did weaknefs. They
: were
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were exiled to punifh them for having interfered
with the bills of confeflion ; and they were no fooner
at Podtoife, than he decreed the feizing of a prieft,
for having refufed the adminiftration of the facra-
ments. )

,Two marriages took place, which in fome mea-
fure diverted thefe parliamentary broils. That of
“the Prince de Conde with Madamoifelle Soubife.
There were at firft fome difficulties raifed, ~with
refpect to the titles of the houfe of Soubife ; for
this was a ticklith period, when obftacles were
ftarted on every hand ; but the King found out a
modification, by granting to both the houfes of
Bouillon and Soubife the quality of ferene highneffes.

Mademoifelle de Soubife brought the Prince of .
Conde a portion of five millions of livres in land,
without reckoning her jewels and other expetancics
at the death of her father. The Princefs whom
Lewis XIV. wedded, and the lady with whom
Lewis XV. fhared his throne, v.ere not by far o
rich. . o .

. The fecond marriage was that of the Duke of
G;hfors,. fon to Marfhal Belleifle, with Mademoi-
felle de Nivernois. The court is the region of me-
tamorphole.: the procureur-general Fouquet, con-
demned to death by nine judges, and banifhed France
for his malverfation in the finances, would never
-have imagined that his grandfon would become the
father-in-law to the daughter of the duke of Ni-
vernois ‘

This duke was at that time ambaffador at Rome,
and 1 f.equently faw him upon his return. He was,
in my opinion, one of the foremoft in merit among
the lords at court. The charaters of the great are
generally compofed of gocd qualities and defects,
whereby they are lefs diftinguifhed by their virtues '
than their vices. =~ This nobleman was exempt from
thofe foibles which tarnifh fuperior talents. He was

: . . an
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_ an alive, vigilant, indefatigable minifter ; a great
- flatefman ; a profound politician ; uniting with the

fublime qualities of a negociator all thofe which
make 2 man amisble in fociety, being a good huf-
band, a good father, and a good friend—in a word,
an honeft man. Intereft, that paflion which vilifies
the great, found no refuge in his heart. I could
willingly compare him to Prince Charles of Lorrain,
for the virtues of h's mind ; and to one of. the
greateft geniufes that do honour to the age, for the
qualities of his head : — he may not, perhaps, be fo
brilliant, but, then he has more folidity. -

hefe two marriages were neceflary to free ys
from that languid flate, in which thofe mournful
difputes had immerfed us. It was in vain for me
to attempe giving the King a gay turn of mind ;
thofe unhappy affairs conftantly brought him back
to his melancholy ftate. Befides, I did not .now,
as I have already faid, poffefs myfelf that gaiety and
chearfulnefs which, before my refidence at Ver.
failles, fo gréatly chara&erized me 5 and it is diffi-
cult to tranfmit to others what we no lonzer enjoy
ourfelves,

Lewis XV. who, in his lively moments, took a
good deal of pleafure in reproaching me with this
change of difpsfition, faid to me one day, ¢ M-
 thinks, Madam, that you throw a great fbare of

¢ gravity into your bebaviour, If this continues, T

 muff play my part to make you laugh 5 I muft
. fing little couplets to divert you.””  This was pre-
cifely the means I had ufed to difpel that gloom
which overwhelmed him : upon my arrival at Ver#

failles I underftood his meaning, and I endeavoured.

‘to get the better of my penfive difpofition.

‘The "parliament ftill continued in difzrace : the
Prince of Cunde endzavoured to reftore them to
favour. He exerted himfelf greatly to compafs this
defign.  This prince, who had tetired from Ver-

: failles,
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failles, troubled himfelf very little with the perplex.
ities of the court. When the King was informe!
of the tafk he had undertaken, his Majefty faid, I
is furprifing that the Prince of Conti who bas hithir
10 never meddled with any thing, fhould give himf.if
the troutle to bring fuch beadfirong pesp'e back i
tkeir duty. o
His efforts. were fruitle(s; they would not fubmit
'to this Prince’s reafcns, and he faid upon his return
to the ifle of Adam, ¢¢ It the King had fent me pl.
¢ nipotentiary to fome prince at enmity with
¢¢ France, I fhould have terminated the war; but
I cannot negcciate between him and his parlia-
. ¢ ment '
The King fet out for Compeigne, where the
- Court was very brilliant. All the Princes of the
blood and the nobility of the kingdom repaired
thither. It is by cuftom eftablithed, that the fub-
je&@s eat with the King at Compeigne; in confe-
quence of which feveral lords regaled the monarch.
Among thofe who gave feafts to his Majefty, cne
Marquis Regnier de Guerchy, lieutenant general,
and colone! of the King’s_regiment, diftiaguifhed
_himfelf -the—meft-—Methought he had tafte and
judgment; for both are neceffary to treat a King
of France with fplendour and delicacy. This co-
lonel’s table at Compeigne ufually confifted of two
hundred covers, and it happened more than once in
this journey, that he had upwards of three hundred
guefts. It was faid of this lieutenant-general, tha
_he had ferved his country very well, which, ac-
‘cording to me, is the greateft elogium that can be
given to a military man.
When the King was at Compeigne, he was lcfs
" taken up with the difputes about religion and the
‘parliament. Hunting and cncampments entirely eo-
gaged his. attention, which gave him an air of con-
tentment, that he loft when he came to Verfailles.

he

2
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The year 1753 was the epocha of remonftrances.
The comedians turned their reprefentations into ftate
affairs. The opera of Paris, who faw with regret
the fuccefs of the other theatres, finding that the
French ccmedians had conftantly full houfes, thought
proper to forbid their performing ballets. The come-
dians made applicaticn to the government, to cbtain
an edi& of council to permit them to have dances.
There was fomething whimfical in their remosn-
ftrances to the King ; for it is difficult for a fet of
people, who by their profeflion are deftined to ex- .
cite laughter, to acquire fufficient gravity to preferve
fuch a. ferious ftile as is requifite in a piece dedicated
to a fupreme tribunal. One of the deputies faid to.
me, ‘‘ Madam, the modern productions are fo very
“ bad, that the greater part of them cannot be fup-
¢ ported without ballets. Capering is a great auxi-
¢ liary to declamation, I foretel you, Madam, that
“ if we are not allowed to dance, words will be of

‘no_fignification.”” The King laughed when I
related to him this flight. ‘

Neverthelefs thefe fame French comedians fhut
up their theatre, and haughtily declared that they
could not a& unlefs they were allowed to dance.
This theatrical vacation, which appeared trifling,
was really an affair of ftate. Dramatic performan-
ces prevent an infinite number of vices which idle-
nefs creates. :

The parliament, who were always in part exiled,
no longer officiating, it occafioned great detriment
to public affairs. The King ordered them to re-
fume their vocations ; they did not obey. The
great chamber fent a deputation to Verfailles ; they
made frefh remonftrances, and here things re-
mained.

Happily for France, the Dauphinefs was brought
to bed, and thofe difputes, which had fpread fuch

' - a general

-
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a general gloom at court and in the city, were im.
mediately forgot. Public rejoicings infpired fuch
gaiety as difpelled this univerfal cloud. F renchmen
are feldom long ' bereft of their chearfulnefs. A ma.

riage, or recovery, reftores to them their natura b

fprightlinefs. I do not know whether this continual
tranfiticn from grief to joy, is not preferable to that

penfive difpofition of the Englith, which- infpires |

them with a melancholy, from which no fecdnda

" caufe can retrieve them. A Spanith Ambiffad 1|

faid to me, that the French have Jome moments of ex.
tflences but that the Englifb are in a continual Sats
of morta'ity. _ -

The new-born Prince was named Duke of Aqui-

taine. The King forfook bufinefs to give an entinfl

loofe to pleafure, for which this happy event gare
him a relith. It made a fenfible change in my dif-
- pofition, as it infpired our converfation with gaiety,
and renewed our fatisfattion, Verfailles was now
the fcene of feftivity ; when all the nobility belong-
ing to court fignalized themfelves, and the courtiers
upon this occafion feemed tranfported with joy at

an event, which in reality muft have been a matter Jf

of indifference to them.

Such refources as thefe were neceffary to refcue .

us from that languid ftate, wherein the famenefs. of

amufement immerfed us. I had employed the grear- |

eft rcfinements of art to diffipate - the King’s melza-
- choly 5 but every thing is at length exhaufted. Cuf-
.tom deftroys even that novelty, which alone can
‘make impreflion on our fenfes.

The.Duke of Richelieu, who was often of cur
parties in the little apartments, afforded us great
amufement. He related every -thing with that infi-
nuating art that fo. happily pieafes ; but even his
Wit betrayed too much of the courtier. One migh
read in his very looks his defire of fuccefs ; neve:
did any mortal facrifice more to fortune 5 he -“f/as

or

“only
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for grafping all favour, and.difpofing of the ftate as

i abfolute mafter, He publickly faid, that he had =~

jone all for me, and I had done nothing for him.
But if I did not do better for him, he fhould blame
his genius for intrigue, and his ambitious defires,
vhich be had not always the power to mode:ate.
omplaints were frequently made againft him, which
appeafed. - Several courtiers who had refolved to de-
froy him, had prejudiced Lewis XV. againft him,

T @nd I reftored him to favour. -But I was not willing

at he fhould fee the King too often; for I knew
“@is fcheme was to gain his confidence, and after-
ards to eftrange from court all thofe who had too
peat an afcendant over him.

The bifhops of France, who did not know in what
p infult the parliament perfonally, whom they faid
retended to regulate the Romith church, took o¢-
pfion from the birth of the Duke of Aquitaine, to
ender them odious to the nation, by comparing

em to the parliament of England in the reign of
harles I. :

The bithop of Montauban,’ in vifiting his dio-
flans, to thank heaven for having given a grandfon
bFrance, thus exprefled himfelf in his mandate, ¢
[he fpirit of party and faltion was predominant in
"England ; there was no ftability in the laws, either

divine or human ; and in the mid&t of thofe clouds

* of darknefs which gathered on every fide, all things

became uncerta n or indifferent, except the facrile-
 gious dogma of attributing fpiritual fupremacy to

fecular authority. v

*¢ It was at this unfortunate period, that the ene-

mies of epifc..pacy having prevailed, true reli-

gion was entirely abolifhed, and the regal d'gnity
expired in the oppiobrium. We faw for the firli
time, revolted fubjelts feizing fword in hand,

" and leading to a fhocking prifon, a Kin 3, whofe
“only crime was, having tco patienily borne

- their
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¢ their firft fedition; the parliament throwing
‘¢ off the Yoke of all fuperior authority, ftrik-
¢ ing with one hand the bithops, and raifing the
‘¢ other againft the head of their fovereign ; accufing
¢ him with indecency, and calumniating him with.
¢ out fhame;. condemning him without™ juftice,
¢¢ Jeading him 'to the fcaffold like butchers, and ex-
¢¢ ecuting him with fury ; and the people infatuat-
““ ed with this exccrable parricide, became deeply
“¢ intoxicated with fanaticifm and independence;
¢ purfuing like ideots, a phantom of liberty, whilft
¢ like flaves, they paid to a tyrant that obedience
¢ which they owed to their lawful Kirg. What a
¢¢ dreadful feries of crimes ! Here a King afluffinated
¢¢ in his bed—there another hurled from this throne|
-¢¢ —2ll his family banifthed—the crown transferred
¢¢ ypon the head of a foreigner—ever tottering not-
¢ withftanding the blood fpilt to fecure it, > &c.

The Prince of Conti faid upon this occafion, that
the bithops fhould be forbid introducing the hiftory
of England into publiq prayers. This was a meft
poignant fatire againft the parliament, which foretold
what the ftate had to fear from this body; but we
had no Cremwell in France ; and the commonsof
England a& upon different principles from the par-
liament of Paris.

The Englifh -embaflador made great complaints,
thzt any one in France fhould dare to reproach his
nztion with having put their King to death. He
fpoke to.the minifter wbout it, and the bifhop’s dif-|
courfe was fupprefled. The fate of this kind ¢f writ-
ings is always determined by the times. If Frince
had been at war with England, the mandate would

 nct have been fupprefled ; but the pezce which
then fubfifted between the two naticns would ret

~ a2ilow it to pafs.
' The
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The parliament’s arret, neverthelefs, left a va-
cuum in the adminiftration of juftice,|and bufinefs
languifhed. - I was applicd to by a great number of
people to prevail upon the King to create new judges.
Lewis-XV. for a long time refifted thefe folicitati-
ons ; but he at’length refolved upon doing it. He
cftablifhed a chasber of vacktions, who performed
the fun&tions of the parliament s but this\ new cham-
ber was {carce eftablifhed before
Chatelet declared againft it ; for divificns\now reigne
ed between the bodies of judicature) There was no
one in the kingdom that did not declare itfelf inde-
pendent of any other ; which made'a «r
fay, that the Turkifh conftitution was'preferable.to
ours, as the divan alone regulated the ftate ) whete-
as every parliament in France created confifion in
the kingdom. o
Some biiliwicks and prefidials in the jurifdiion
of theiparliament, wanted to. fhare in the general
(difobedience, as well as difgrace. They refufed to
acknowledge the chamber of Vacations.  Here was
frefh fubject for exile ; which made a courtier fay,

that “¢ every corporation was concerned, and the

1 body of ufhers would foon oppofe the orders of
“ the coust.””  The foreign ambafladors who were

eye-w.tnefics of this diforder, gave their fentiments |

with refpect to the fyftem of their governments.

‘The minifter from Venice faid, that a fenate
fhould be celled, wherein the fupreme power fhould
be Jodged, and which no other body could oppofe.:

The Englfh ambaffador fpoke of a houfe of com- .

mons. The Spanifh ambaffador advifed the eftablifh-

ment o! the inquitition in France.

refufed refuming their fun&ions ; and the chamber

of vacatisns rather increafing the diforder, ‘than re-

oring the public tranquillity, it was neceffary to

to'm a royal chamber, to purfue the bufinefs of the
‘ ‘parliament..

.
The parlizcient, removed to Soiffons, obftinately \ .
\

\
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parliament. M. de Belleifle faid, ¢ he wifhed that
*¢ this chamber might contlnue till the end of
¢ time.”
-~ All France was occupied with the parliament’s
exile.  Another tribunal was fubftituted in their
place, for which it was neceflary to create frefh e-
difls, containing a new form of jidicature. The
court and city were entirely taketfup with thefe
mifunderftandings. Upon which occafion a prince
of the blcod faid, that ¢ the court was very good to
¢¢ trouble themfelves with fuch trifles, whilft foreign
¢ affaiis of importance fhould engage the attention
¢¢ of the cabinet.” ’
The miniftry was in fa&t greatly weakened during
thefe quarrels. Several members of the great cham-

" ber were related to thofe who filled the firft em-

- ployments. in the kingdom. The parliament were
by alliance conneted with the finances ; and many
brave officers were either relations'or friends of the
exiles : Courtiers and thofe who bad their fortunes’
to make at court, were for the King. I fay no-
thing of the populace, for their opinion is of no
weight in France, all divifions of-this nature taking
place in a region that is quite foreign to them.

" Thefe different parties animated the difputes with
fo much heat, that they weié often carried to ex-

- tremities. Many duels have been fought in Paris,

in defence of the great chamber. E .

A lieutenant-general walking in the Elyfian fields,
feeing an officer fighting with a counfellor’s brothe
faid to the military man, in parting them, ¢ Sir,
¢¢ keep your courage for the fervice of the fiate,
¢¢ we ‘fhall foon have occafion for it, for we are
<¢ affured that the Englifh .are going to declare war

© *¢ againft France.” : .

Marfhal Belleifle, who wanted to be every where,
but who could not enter into the difquifitions, be-

.caufe they had begun upon theological difputes,

: which

.
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-which- he did not. underftand, endeavoured to put .
2n end to: them. He faid to me one day; “ In
¢ God’s narnv, Madam, bid the King abolifh the
¢¢ parliament, that they may be no more fpoken of
¢ at court.” Marfhal, T replicd, Jpeak to-bim your-
Jelfy 1 give you the preference. ’ )

The membesrs of the Chatelet, who would' not

acknowledge the royal chamber, had a!fo their par-

- tizans, who excited murmurs in Paris ; which made
a courtier fay, that ¢ the Chatelet fheuld be fent
¢ to the Baftile.” » '

Moft of the provincial tribunals refufed ir turn
to fubmit to this chamber. Lyons fet the example,
and this was fufEcient to create general difobedience,
Lewis XV. faw with indignation, that his fubjes,
under pretence of fidelity and fubmiffion, fhould
rcbel againft his orders.  If this Prince had been as
abfolute as Lewis XIV. a civil war would have de-
folated France ; bat the goodnefs of his foul, ‘and
that gentlenefs which chara&esizes him, made him-
prefer the general peace of his kingdom to the gra-
tification of his own particular revenge. Had he

s {poke, thofe-who oppofed him would have teen.
rminated. '

The kings of France had formerly but very little
power ; but fince they have had three hundred
houfand men at the'r command, who cnly wait for
orders to obey their will, they can do eve i
A mandate from Lewis XVt two or three regi-
ments;—would hae been fuffizient to have made the
partiament return to their duty. Bt this Prince
was an ;enemy to every thing that carried with it
he appearan.e of violence. He would be obeyed.;
but then only by gemlenefs and m deration. Mi~
ailers, who are ufually as jeulousof the roya! au-
thority as the King him{lf, pre:ended that this very
moderation was the fource of all the diforders that
Hiturbed the fate.

Vor. .  .E. Thefe
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Thefe minifters exhorted me to induce the King
. to have fortitude. They reprefented to me the
dangerous confequences that would refult to the
ftate, by leaving the difobedience of the parliament
unpunithed. Thofe who were in the intereft of
this body remonftrated to me on their part, the dan-
ger of keeping. in exile the depofitory tribunal of
juftice, and who alone could adminifter it : a tribunal
that were meritorious for their very refiftance, as it
was the ftrongeft convi@ion of their zeal for the
glory of the King, and the happinefs of the people, &c. -
If I had followed my inclination, I fhould have
infifted upon the royal chamber’s being fuftained,
to the exclufion of the parliament ; but I knew the
King’s heart. I knew that his natural goodrefs
would prevail over his refolution. ‘
The Duke of - Richelieu was ever intriguing with
the King, and had gained an afcendant over him.
. This courtier always fought. for opportunities of
converfing with the Prince. in private, and of ob-
taining his good graces. I had frequently oppofed
his defigns, and this had determined him to make
one great effort for engroffing the King’s fawoxi
This conduct difpleafed me, and as he always
newed the attack, My Lord, faid I to him one
day in the prefence of the King, I have received
letters from Languedoc, by which I am informed, that
your prefence is there required. I advife vou to fet
out for Montpellier, which is in your department ;
Jor bis Majefty will not have any bifbops or governsr
of that province at Paris. The courtier underftood
my meaning. -He fet out a few days after for Bour-
deaux, and I feldom faw him upon his return.
The Duchefs de Talurd, governefs to the chil-
dren of France, being lately dead ; the King.faid ta
me, Who fhall we entruft with the Dauphin’s young
family ? Sirey I replied, Madam Talard wasf;;{qcfé
e
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fefled of great merit, which makes it difficult to fupply
“¢ her place. I have thought upon all the women of
¢¢ France, and I do not know of any but the Coun-
“¢ tefs de Marfan, who is capable. of fucceeding
¢¢ her, ” , ’

She was appointed, and this lady, who was ac-
-quainted with my interpofition in her favour, made
me her acknowledgment, This preference I had giv-
-en her, created me many enemies. All the ladies
that were excluded, confidered mc as the caufe of
their exclufion : thus is a King’s favourite loaded
with public hatred. When there is a vacancy, fhe
«can afk it only for one perfon, and moft frequently
all thofe who laid claim to it, become the enemies
of her that difpofed of it.

“The birth of the Duke of Aquitaine had diffufed
univerfal joy at court ; and his death immerfed the.
royal family agaio in melancholy—tears fucceeded
joy—but the fubjett was foon forgot. Had it not
been for the funeral pomp, which lafted feveral days,
he probably would have been no more thought of
after the firft. The fpeacle of his death made tears
to flow; without thefe obfequies, his lofs would
- fcarce have been mentioned. The ¢ourt was flill
engaged in curbing the ftrides of the parliament and
the Chatelet. This affair filled the ftate with edi&ls. As¢
politician faid, ¢ that if the government had given.,
‘¢ the fame attention to the other branches of the
¢ adminiftration, France would have been the beft
“¢ regulated kingdom in Europe. ”’

This attention did not, however, reftore order ;
no one of the parties would yield to the other.

© At iength this great affair, by which France had
.been fo much d.fturbed, and given foreign natiors.
fo much fcope for fatire, was terminated juft as it
fhould have been terminated ; that is to fay, by the
obftinacy of the parliamens, and the wearincfs of
the King. Lewis XV. (I cannot too often repeat
E 2 ' it

Pt A
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Itin thefe Memoirs) is a good Prince ; his tender
and fympathifing foul is not of the numher of thofe
that are irritated by sefiftance. =~ =~

The felf-love of Kings who will be abfolute,
creates diforders, which ufually fwallow up both
fates and politics. The prince, who was defirous of
maintaining the peace of his kingdom, and advanc-
ing the happinefs of his peop'e, yielded, the very "

“inftant he faw that, by oppofing his parliament, a
general revelution might be dreaded. o

The King’s conduét in this refpe&, was by many /
greatly cenfured ; he was accufed of weaknefs. Per-"
haps he was animated only by refpe&. The fhaft of
ridicule began to fly; for kings of France, as abfo-
lute as they may be, are not exempted from their
attacks. A prince of the blocd thus expreffed him-
felf before feveral courtiers. ¢ I always faid, gen- -
¢ "tlemen, that the mountain in labour would bring
¢¢ forth nothing buta moufe. ”” -

M. de Maupeou had a' private audience of . the
King at Compeigne, where all the preliminary arti-
cles of peace were figried. The monarch declared
to him, that he thould recal the letters de cachet,
and that the parliament might return to Paris, where
the general treaty of reconciliastion was to be
framed. ‘

" The triumph was too great not to be accom-
panied with glory. The prefident immediately pro-
claimed his viétory. He difpatched a courier to
every court in the Kingdom, and gave intelligence
to his brethren, who arrived at Paris in triumph.- Al-
though this peace reftored tranquillity at Verfailles,

- which influenced the happinefs of my life ; yet I'ac-
know!'edge; my indignation was kindled to fee the
lawyers thus get the better of the King’s firft refolu-
tions. I was acquainted with their cbftinacy, and

" this alone fet me agiinft them. : !
. Reports were fpread that I was the inftrument of

/ this
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:dz  this reconciliation, and that the King yielded only-at

° my interceffion ; but this was rumoured like n in-

te finite numiber of other things, which had no more
£ ]

oth ' foundation. - I acknowledge, that I ardently withed
that thefe parliamentary difputes were at anend ; but

;n(c)f if 1 confidered my own tranquillity, I did not forget
erv thte_glory of the King. 1 feveral times fcolded M.

Z e Maupeou, in the minifter’s prefence, for -the
’ .

| - fittle deference he paid to his mafter’s orders, and
7/ for the formal difobedicnce of his bedy. He conflant-
wi% /ly replied, with that gravity which is common to
thofe who are at the head of an aflembly, that he -

/and his brethren were the méft fubmiflive fubjeéts

’R?' ) / of the ftate ; and this anfwer i;ritated me {¥ill incre.
\elr . The King defired to fee -this magifirate once
m- more before an entire reconcifiation took place. He
en- received M. de Maupeou with that politenefs that
g —is fo natural to him, ang which gains him the
b hearts of all thofe who appfoach him. '
the ‘¢ My intention, Sir, (faid the King to him) is,
m& > ‘“ that my parliament fhould refume their funQic
re ~ ¢ ons in the capital: I hope I fhall have no farther
fet’ *¢ occafion to complain' of them ; and that the good -
;clx;e ¢¢ nefs with which I treat them, will engage them
© ¢¢ to fulfil their duty for the future, with that zeal
*“ which they owe tomy fervice, and a ready fub-
m-  miffion to my érders, *? S
ro- The Queen was defirous of having her fhare in
n:‘: the event ; the prefident waited upon her. ¢ con-

Al ceive the moft perfe&t joy, faid this Princefs, at the
) ¢ King’s reftoring.the parliament of Paris to their

es, ¢ ancient fun&ions. I have been-greatly affeCed at
a":‘ ¢~ the interruption that has occurred; and it is with
‘] ¢ ¢ favsfaction I affure you of my, efteem for that
|U: 13 body- » ) h} X

nd Thofe who determine every thing at court and in
of the city, thought the King had fhewn too much

his weakrefs upon this occafien ; that he fhould either
- - E 3 not
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not have carried things fo far, or elfe purfued them
ftill farther. But thofe who determined in this man-
ner, could they themfelves have communicated to
the government that forefight that is neceffary to be
acquainted ‘with events before they happen ! The
firft difpates that arofe between the court and the
. parliament were fo trifling, that to have judged of
them by the ufual couife of things, they could not
- have occafioned the leaft difturbance in the ftate.
"« The minds of people were infenfibly irritated.

Freth circumftances having changed the flate of
the queftion, they infenfibly wandered from the firft:
principles, and then each party were - cargied beyond-
their goal. The King often told me, at the very
time that he was thundering forth edi@s againft the
parliament, that if he had known things would have *
beeél éair‘ied:to fuch a length,.he would have yiclded
at nrit. :

The recal of the parliament had great influence

~over us. From that moment the King became gayer:
than ufual ; our converfation was lively and joyous.
¢¢ Sire, I faid to the King, if you have any fubje&t
¢ of complaint againft' your parliament, I entreat-
‘# you not to let them remain long in exile ; for I
. — ¢ _have too much at ftake in the mifunderftanding
¢ and much to gain by a reconciliation.”
_ The death of the Marquis de S. Conteft, which
happened at the time of the recal of the great cham-
ber, -occafioned a vacasicy in the miniftry. I have in-
another place fpoke of the talents and charaéter of this-
minifter ; it was{aid of him that he was fondof peace,.
becaufe he did- not know how to conda& a war,
By his death there was a poft to be filled in the de-
partment of foreign affairs. There were many can-
" didates, but few minifters, The war had difpofed
every one’s genius for arms. Few but the firft clerks
in offices applied themfélves to bufinefs. The King
fought about him, and I -enquired of all thofe who
‘ ' furrounded

~
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furrounded me, without finding what the ftate
wanted. ¢ Sife, I faid to the monarch, till fuch
~ ¢ time as fome happy difcovery can be made, I ad-

¢ vife your Majefty to appoint M. Rouillé to fupply
¢¢ the place.” v S ,
Al France was aftonifhied at this choice, and M.
Rouillé himfelf as muach as all France. ,

Many confiderations induced me to make this de-

~ termination in his favour. : '

He was to be “raifed or lowered at will. ~ M. de
Belleifte faid,that he might be created King of France,
and afterwatds reduced to a clerk of the navy or war

- office. - He'had none of thofe brilliant qualities which
attralt adniiracion ; but he was endued with probity,
and a minifter was then wanted who was an honeft
man.

-~ Many placemen had been guilty of malverfation 5 .
fome upright perfon” was required to- remove the

diforders of -the ftate. I heard a very honeft man
fay, that the office of foreign affairs required a chief
who had more equity than fenfe,- and more probity
than knowledge. He faid, that the northern nations,
with whom this minifter was continually- red,
have the chara&er of franknefs, which they like to
find in thofe with whom they are concerned. This
- fame perfon proved that all, or the greater part of
* the wars between France and Germany, derived
their fource from the corruption of this minifter,
The department of the marine was given to M,
de Machault'; he was already keeper of the feals,
and cemptroller-general. Many perfons had fpoken
to me of him ; but his qualiications alone deter-
mined me in his favour. He had great penetration,
and was very proper to fill the poft he held ; I could
have withed that he had poffefled not quite fo much
ambition ; for this paffion, when it has no bounds,
makes the moft enlightened geniufes commit many
erfors, Ingratitude is moft conftantly its attendant,
- Ey and-
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and { Jook upon a man who is wanting in fentimenia
of acknowledgment, as a monfter in nature.

The comptrollerfhip of the finances was given to
M. Moreau de’ Seychelles. Thefe changes puzzled
the public, and gave a wide field for fpeculation.
"Thefe who afpired. to thefe places, thought that the
perfons to whom the preference had been given did
not deferve them. . They were firft murmured at,.
and then courted. M. de Machault in giving up

. the finances for the marine had degenerated. . It was
faid of this miniftesy that be had left a golden poft
Jor a wooden one. : - "

I acknowledge that I would have induced the King
to have placed at the head of thefe two firft depart-
ments in the kingdom, two men of fuperior genius to
thofe who were lately invefted with them ; but
where were they to be found ? Marfhal Saxe faid be-
fore he died, ¢ that a minifterial fchool and not a
¢ military fchool fhould be eftablithed ; he pre-

_ ¢ tended that all Frenchmen were born foldiers,
-~ - ¢¢ and that no one came into the world with the
¢¢ qualities of a minifter.”” . . _
‘he officers of the navy had for a long time com-
plained that they did not enjoy the fame honours as
thofe of the land-forces. They underwent more
fatigue, and equally expofed their lives ; it was there-
- fore unjuft not to allow them the fame prerogatives.
Lewis XIV. who had done a great deal for the French
navy, had not yet dcne cnough. I interefled myfelf
in its favour, and only feconded the King’s good in-
tentions : he inftituted a great crofs of St. Lewis,
with three commanders, the otders of . which wer
to be diftributed acccrding to the rank-and merit o
fea-officers. ' ,
The joy that fprung from the reconciliation of
the court and parliament, was fucceeded by greater.
The Dauphinefs brovght forth a Duke of Berry.

Tke fatisfaction the King received from the incrcaﬁ;
. . or -
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of his royal family, was unparalieled. Each new.
" neir filled him with happinefs. I may fay, that the
fortnight following thefc two events, was the moft
agrecable period of my life whilft I was at Verfailles.
In the mean while the parliament’ was received
at Paris with demonft-ations of joy, rather infulting
~ the court ; all the avenues to the palace were illu-
minated, bonfires blazed, and the bells were rung.,
The King was difpeafed ; but M. de Maupeou an-
fwered him, that none of his bedy had any hand in,
thefe rejoicings—and this theuld have rendered them
the more fuf;elted. . .
E&és had been created for eftablithing.a royal
chamber of juftice ; others were now iffued for fup-
prefling it : whereupon one of the members faid,
*¢ that it was ‘nat worth whle to make a court-
¢ gown for fo, fhort “a time ; and that if he had
¢ known that the royal’chamber would have been
- *¢ revoked fo foon,  he would fave bought neitheg
¢ wig nor” band, but"woyld" have judged the ¢ri-
¢ minals with a fword by his fide.*”. .
The King’s letters-patent upon the  return of the
parliamerit, are werthy of being handed down to -
pofterity. Lewis XV there fpeaks'like a malter to
a court who had oppofed hitm; bicaufe they hadcon-
fidered themfelves as abfolute, ‘and Whof="frefli con-
,vocation was a manifeft proof of their difobedience.
" ‘The King exprefied himfelf in th’s mannes,
¢¢ ‘The refolution which the officers of our parii-
“ ament took on the fifth of May, laft year, of
¢¢ difcontinuing the adminiftration of juftice to our
¢ fubje&s, which they fhould perform from s ;
¢ their refufal of refuming their fun&igns, which
¢ form an indifpenfable duty of the functions of thei
¢¢ ftate, and which they have engaged by fhe fanc - -
¢¢ tity of oath to perform, compeiled us to teftify
“¢"to them our difpleafure at their condu? : the pre-
¢ text they gave for dif;:ominuing their ufual fervice

5 . (13 wag’ N
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“ was, a kind of additional fault ontheir part, the-
¢¢ Jefs excufable, as they could not doubt of the in-
¢¢ tentions which we had, and by which we con-
¢ ftantly abide, of liftening to what our parliament
¢ might have to reprefent to us, for the good of our .
¢¢ fervice and that of our fubjeéts; and not being
¢¢ jgnorant that we were informed by their arrets,
" 4¢ of the objett of their remonftrances, they muft
¢ have acknowledged that they had brought upon
¢ themfelves the refufal which we gave to hearing
¢¢ thofe repeated remonftrances. But after having -
¢ for a time made them- feel the effects of our dif-
¢ pleafure, we have willingly liftened to the diftates
¢ of our clemency, and we have. recalled to our
“ Eod city of Paris, the officers of our parliament.
¢ Being, neverthelefs, ever attentive to the diffipat-
¢ ing of thofe divifions, which have for fome time
¢¢ arifen, the- confequences of which have appeared
¢¢ deferving of our greateft attention, we have taken
¢ the moft effeCtual miafiires for procuring hence-
¢ forward public tranquillity 5 and in hopes that our
$¢ parliament, earnefHy fkiiving, by ready cbedience
- '¢¢ and redoubled affidvity, to repair’ the injury our -
¢¢. fubjets may have fuftained; will upon every oc-
o caﬁlon teftify their fubmiffion and fidelity to us, by
¢« conforming themfelves to the wifdom of thofe de-
¢¢ figns which animate us, have refolved to re-
¢¢ affemble them at Paris, to‘fignify to them our
¢¢ intentions. . :
¢¢ Urged by thefe motives and others, with the
4¢ advice of our council, and our certain knowledgg@
“full power and royal authority, we have by thefe
¢¢ prefents, figned with our hand, ordered, and do
¢¢ order all and every one of our officers of our par-
¢¢ liament to reaflume their ufual funions, in our
¢¢ good city of Paris, notwithftanding any thing 10
¢ the contrary, and to adminifter juftice to our fub--
¢ jeCts without delay or interruption, avcording d:: -
. . 66 . ’
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% the laws and the duties of their pofts ; and being
¢¢ fenfible that the filence impofed for fo many years,
¢ upon matters that cannot be agitated, without
¢ being equally prejudicial to the advantage of re-
¢¢ ligion and to that of the fldte, is the moft proper
¢ means of fecuring the public peace anid tranquil-
¢¢ lity ; we enjoin our parliament to pay attention,
¢¢ that there be nothing on any fide attacked, at-
¢ tempted, or innovated, that may be contrary to
¢¢ this filence, and to the peace which we defire

%€ fhould reign in onr dominions ; ordering them to

¢¢ proceed againft the offenders ag-eeable to the laws
¢ and ordomances. And, moreover, to contribute
¢¢ to thegiacifying of turbulent minds, and have what

“«t’is pafP forgotten ; we will and expeQ, that all

¢ ‘proceedings and profecutions, that may have been
¢¢ carried on, and the definitive fentences that may
¢ have been pronounced for contumacy, from the
¢ beginning, and on account of the late troubles,
¢ till the date of thefe prefents, fhall remain with-
¢ out any confequence or effe&, without injuring,
¢« however, the definitive judgments that may have
¢ beerf contradictorily given without appeal ; pro-
¢¢ vided always, that the parliament againft whom
¢ they may have been given, may have recourfe to
¢¢ fuch legal methods as remain, if fuch there be,”
&c. &c. ' :
We were told at Verfailles, that this declaration
miet with many difficulties from the great. chamber,

‘Marfhal Belleifle faid to the King upon this occafion,

¢ If your parliament after their exile, do not regifter
¢ your letters patent, they muft be banithed out of-
¢ the kingdom,” &c. A courtier, on the other
hand, faid, he thould be very much furprifed if they

* did regifter them. - His reafon for bging of this opi-
_ nion, was, that when too much refpett is paid to a

body, they naturally abufe it. The declaration was
. - ¢ never-
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neverthelefs regiftered, but with the ufual reftriCtions
and diftin&ions. -

After the parliament’s recall, it was neceffary that
thc&?ould'pay a compliment to the King, and M.
de Maupeou pronounced it. He acquitted himfelf
- like a fubtle and fkilful magiftrate, who, in cauti-
oufly treating the prerogatives of the crown, difplayed
thofe of his own body. This fecond piece deferves
alfo to be handed down to pofterity. It.was asfol-
Clows. ’
~ ¢¢ The greateft misfortune that can befal faithful
. ¢ fubje&ls is, doubtlefs, to incur their fovereign’s
¢ dyfgrace. : o

% This. trial, which your parliament has lately
¢¢- madey plunged them into fuch excefs of grief, as
~ ¢¢ cannot better be defcribed to your Majefty, than

_¢¢ by the ftriking’ teftimony which we give you, in’
¢ refpeCtfully-acknowledging it:

. ¢ The union, Sire, which, through your good-
. %€ nefs, has taken place amongft thofe members, who
¢ ‘were for a long time difperfed, has enabled us to
¢¢ teftify our fubmiffion to ycur crders, and our love -
¢¢ to your facred perfon. :

¢¢ Camr any thing be more worthy of the beft of
¢¢ Primces; than-to ft.etch out a paternal hand to the\
¢ magtrates, who were totally incapable ot giving
“*%¢ him- frefh proofs.of-the zeal, with. which they

¢ are animated for his fervice, and enable them to
¢¢ lay before him the motives which induced them
" $¢ to take, as may be faid, againft their inclinations,
¢¢ fuch fteps as have been fo unfortunate as to dif-
¢¢ pleafe him ? , _ e '
¢ What glory, Sire, will ever be ¢omparable to
¢ yours ! After having fo often con.uered your.
- ¢ enemies in perfon. your fole occupation, in the
* ¢ height of peace, is the happinefs of your pgt'}ple.
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¢ You love truth, and you endeavour to be sc- -
¢ quainted with it ; truth reaches even’you, with-
© ¢ out any other aid than your own undesftanding :
¢ and it is no fooner known to. you than it enjoys -.
¢¢ all its prerogatives, S p
¢ Truth alone made you fenfible how much the
¢ difperfion of all the members of a-parliament is a
¢¢ dangerous example, by reafon of the blow it levels
¢¢ ‘at all the fundamental laws of the kingdom ; and
¢ by the immenfity of the eviis that are derived
¢ fromit.. \
¢¢ It was this fame truth that made yeu acquainted
¢ with the feelings-of your parliament, at the dread
¢ of being for ever basithed from your prefence,
¢ by your refufing to receive their remonftrances,
¢ upon the meére view of the nature of the objects
¢ that muft have been introduced into -thefe im-
¢ portant reprefentations. .
*¢-In a word, it was this truth that ‘engaged you
‘¢ to remove their fears with that goodnefs which
¢ wil tranfmit to future ages the true love which
¢ you have for fubjeQls, whofe interefts, you know
¢ are infeparable from your own. .
“ You have gone ftill farther ; you have ex-
tended thé ‘wifdom of your defigns - throughout
your whole kingdomy ‘by.- taking the un{bakeable
refolution of maintaining therein- that order and -
tranquillity upon which its fplendor depeads. It
is in order to ftop thofe divifions, the dangerous
- onfequences whereof yeu aré¢ acquainted with,
that you have commanded the moft profound fi-
““’Jence to be kept.with reyard to matters, which
¢¢ cannot be difcufled "witheat being. prejudicial. to
¢¢ religion, and the happinefs of the ftate.
¢¢ Ah ! Sire, how could your parliament have re-
¢¢ frained from confecrating, by regiftering, fo falu
¢ tary a law,, notwithftanding the pungent grief B
¢ with which they were aflited upon reading the - °
. ' ¢ preamble
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¢¢ preamble to this law ?, Yes, Sire, we dare make-
¢¢ this reprefentation to you ; your parliament, in-
~ ¢¢ all the unhappy circumftances in which they have-
¢¢ found themfelves, have, by giving the preterence
¢ to public affairs before private ones, only done
¢ what was exalted from them by the duties of -
¢¢ their ftation, and the facred obfervance of their:
¢¢ oath. o : :
¢ Let us be allowed to tell you, Sire, that your
parliament defires nothing fo ardently, as to know'
how fully to convince you of the ftrength and
extent of their duty. %‘hey can do nothing of -
themfelves : they exercife that portion of authority
ou have entrufted them with 3 and the only ob-
‘Je€t to which all their efforts tend, fhall be to-
make themfelves agreeable to your Majefty, and-
to fulfil theic duty : a duty, Sire, that compels
them inceflantly to watch over the: prefervation
of that precious depofit of authority which you
 hold from the Almighty, and which fhould be
‘tranfmitted in all its purity to ‘your moft remote
¢ pofterity. : :
¢ How happy is it for us, to'fee this fupreme
¢¢ power in the hands of a Prince, who governs with
¢ fuch wifdom and moderation, as muft gain him
¢¢- al] hearts ; and who knows that the real links which
¢ unite Frenchmen to their Sovereign, are: thofe of
*¢ Jove. . T, ,
.. %¢ So deeply, Sire, is.it graven in our fouls, that
¢ we proteft -to you, in the name of all the magif-
¢¢ trates. -that compofe your parliament,- that-
¢ will be always ready to facrifice what is the moft
¢¢ dear and precious to them, as foon as the intereft
¢¢ of your glory is concerned, and to fet an example
¢ to your fubjefts of the fidelity and obedience
¢¢ they owe to the Savereign will.”.
, The bithops of France pretended that this was a -
. fxoke of the moft. arrogant modefty that had ag‘;
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peared -this century, Courtiers found many contra-
dictions in it. The firft prefident declared, in the
name of his body, thatthe authority exercifed by .
the parliament was a depofite entrufted with them
by the King ; how then, it was faid, could this truft
confer to this body fuch independence as extends to
opp-fing the will of the Prince ?’ .
Towards the clofe of this difcourfe, we find an
‘infult offered to_the crown.. This body, who had
mmanifeftly oppofed the King’s orders, and who had
preferred - éxile to fubmiffion, fay, that they will al-
ways be found ready tofet an example of obedience.
It was faid, that an example of cbedience was never
before given by difobedience. v
Notwithftanding this reconciliation, there was
fill fome -animofity: remaining on_both fides. For -
my part, I was delighted that this affair was termi-
nated. I have frequently repeated in thefe Memoirs,
that it troubled the King, and this was fufficient for
me to defire a reconciliation. - - : -
To the parliamentary quarrels fucceeded political
affairs. The Englith were making great warlike
preparations ; the laft peace had not removed all -
difficultiess The plenipotentiaries were more
to put an end to battles, than to prevent :'?
bloodthed. . o
Marfhal Noailles had often told me, that the ne-
gociators at a congrefs have only one point in view,
which is to fign the treaty. Upon this they exhauft
all their genius, fo that they have not the faculty of
forefight remaining.- - :
The Duke of Mirepoix came from London to
receive the King’s srders. This Minifter, in fpeak-
ing to his Mujeity of the preparations that the En-
glith were making, affured him, ¢ That Great
¢¢ Britain had no thoughts of interrupting the peace.”
Fhence comes it then, faid the King, that they ere
erming as if they wanted to be at war ? _
. - & Sire,
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¢ Sire, anfwered the Duke, it is 2 maxim witi:
¢ the Englith, to avail thenifelves of.the tranquil”
¢¢ lity of Europe, to increafe their forces.”

This Minifter, who was befides an honeft man,
- believed what he faid. French emiffaries in London’
had written to court, that the Englith deceived him,’
that he let himfelf.pe impofed upcn by appearances,
and that the cabinet of St. James’s conceiled their
views-and defigns-from him.

I often defived the King to appoint another Am~
baffudor for the court of London : but he was afraid:
of. difobliging this Lord, who, moreover, did ho-
novr to his employment;, by his grandeur and - mag-
nificence. ' :

Lewis XV. has fuch a beneficent foul, that he
cannot refolve upon withdrawing his friendfhip from
thofe whom he has once honoured with his confi-

" dence, unlefs he is convinced of fome capital fault
that compels him to it. S ‘

Verfailles became daily more and more melaticho:
ly ; the unhappy affairs o&t@:r!crg'y, the bithops;
and "the parliament, fpread a_gloomy air over all’
thofe’ who frequented ccurt.

To relieve the King from_the languid ftate intd
which thefe- difputes bad brought_him, I had Bel-

Weviie built, . It was-a [quare pavilion,-where the
eye difcovered more tafte than magnificence +-the
- King complimented me-uponit. He often repaired
thither. "I had embellithed this fpot with fimple
works, and art was concealed behind mitute; which
: iy difeovery, | ¢ -

The gardens and groves wer€ delightful. Lewis
XV. often faid to me, that he was" fuffocated at
Compeigie, at Fontainbleau, and at Marli; bt
that he breathed at Belleviie. We divided our tinn
_between walking and gardening, with oth
amufements. Flowers compofed part of the plal;_

S o
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of our recreations, and I had fome brought from
vafa part of the world. :
hen the King entered this houfe, he laid afide
that air of Majefty which regal pageantry obliged .
him to keep up -elfewhere. 1 was always a gainer
by this metamorphofis, as it rendered him gayer
than ufual; and his fatisfa&ion, which increafed
mine, fpread an air of joy over our-converfation.
There was, befides, another différence, which was,
that at Belleviie the King talked to me of his tafte,
. of his appetites, and-other things that tended to his
_pleafure ; whereas at Verfailles he never entertain-
ed me with any thing but difputes upon religion, the
refufal of facraments; or-other-matters, -which werd
far from being agreeable to him.~
This retreat gave bﬁ;equem occafion to fpeak
of the advantages that sefompanied private life. He

difcovered in it charms, that the perplexity of pub-’

lic bufinefs, and the tumults of the throne, made’
him the more fenfible of. ° '

The King, defirous of giving me marks of his
particular prote@ion, created the -eftate-of Marigni,
which belonged to my brother, into a marquifate.
I thanked him for this favour, which appeared to
me the greater, as Vandiere had wot doae any thing
yet to deferve it. - T

-Let us return to general affairs. America, which

“~was upon the point of exciting univerfal war,
already-to difplay fome fparks of that blaze which
was to infl Europe. <T'he Englifh: made the firft
complaints. The Farl of Albemarle reprefented to
the court of France, the French in Canada

.- committed hoftilities, ‘contrary &

Ja-Chapelle. . :

The court of France replied, that they were
norant of fuch prcceedings: but that to prevent any
mifunderftanding, they wculd fend’ orders to fup-
“ prels-thefe firft differences, cn condition that the

: Englith
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Englith would, on their fide, actin the fame man-

- ner. Both nations promifed, but neither kept their
word. They were mutually deceived, as moft ufu-
ally happens upon thefe occafions.

I remember that when the Englith made thefe
firft complaints to our court, a foreign minifter faid
-to me, that the cabinet of Verfailles and that of St.
James’s knew very well they were going to war;
but that they would-not fay fo, to make the thing
more myfterious: :

¢ In that cafe, Sir, faid I to him, the King is
¢ not in the fecret, for he does not know a fylla-
¢¢ ble about this war which you foretel.”” In faét,
Lewis was quite igrorant that he was at the eve of
engaging . in a long fucceffion of fieges and battles.
He was well informed of the motives which induced
the Englith to complain: but he had not been ac-
quainted with their refolution of having recourfe to
arms,

Whilft the mifunderftandings in the new world
were the fubjefts of converfation, the religious war
fill continued in the kingdom.. The King, who, in
order to reftore tranquillity to the ffate, had done

“every thing that was defired of him, had the morti-
fication to find that nothing was done that he defir-
ed. He was obliged to exile the. Archbifhop of .
Paris. I was witnefs to the afflition he was under,
from the neceflity of giving this order. He had en-
deavoured to bring this Prelate back to his duty, by
all the methods which his goodnefs, and his benefi-
cent foul, could fuggeft to him ; and it was not till
after he had in vain effayed them, that he refolved
upon fending him to Conflans.

The condu& of this Archbifhop, who had openly
difobeyed his Sovereign’s orders, irritated the cour-
tiers to, that degree, that the Monarch' was advifed
by feveral of them to have him feized by the military -
power, and to keep him clofely confined : but L;(v:}s

[
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XV. was of too gentle a difpofition to put fuch rigor~
ous counfel into execution. I hate often heard him fay,
that Kings thould punith, but never think of revenge.
He entrufted ‘the letter de cachet to one of his mini-
fters, with orders to fignily it to the Archbifhop as
privately as poflible.

The King found himfelf again- obliged to banith
the “bithops of Orleans and Troyes, two prelates
whofe fentiments were too conformable to thofe of
the Archbifhop of Paris. Thefe two might be con-
fidered as the fire-brands of the kingdom. They
prepared the people’s minds for difobedience, in fhow-
ing themfelves rebels to their Prince’s orders. One of
thefe, from the extremuty of his exile, infulted thé
court and the ftate by a mandate, wherein he for-
bad all his diocefans to have recourfe, in the cafe of
adm’niftration, to any other priefts than thofe whom
he prefcribed ; and it was neceffary that thefe- priefts -
fhould be vicars, or curates. This was conftraining
the extent of priefthood ; but as foon as the epifco-
pal authority is the leaft attacked, the Princes of the
church are always ready to urdertake any thing.
Marthal Saxe faid, ¢ That if God were to limit the
¢ power of bithops in France, thefe bifhops would,
¢ in turn, allot'bounds to the power of God.”

The exile of the Archbifhop of Paris filenced his
moft confiderable partiZans ; but it did not finith the
quarrel. o -

The minifter of the marine laid before the King
alift of his navy = it confifted of fixty-fix fhips of the
line, and thirty frigates. A politician of the North
faid, that this was not fufficient to make head againft
the Englith; and he prophefied; at that time, that
if we did not avoid going to war, the French navy
would be totally deftroyed when we made peace. T
repeated thefe words to feveral of our minifters, who -
anfwered, that this politician was unacquainted with
marine prophecies. France has long fince been de-

‘ prived
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prived of thofe ftatefmen whofe penetrating genivs
could unravel the moft diftant events. We ar pre-
fent go mechanically and habitually to work, #h the
track we are compelled to follow. Marfhal: Saxe
made ufe of a very fingular expreffion ; he faid, that
our government daily performed their day’s work.

The naval force was kept in rcadinefs : feamen
were enrolled ; but able fea-offiters were wanting:
France has feldom had any good ones. Lewis XIV.
formed fome but they expired with his reign.

The fpiiit of party and animofity was ftill kept up
at court. The cabal who ftrove to deftroy me, in-
creafed with my favour. Envy difplayed all the la-
tent fprings that human wickednefs could fuggcft,
All who furrounded the Prince, endeavcured to de-
prive me of his confidence. ‘

Amongft thofe who confpired againft me, there
were people who were indebted to me for their for-
tune, and for whom I conftantly interefted myfelf.
I pointed them out to the King, Lewis XV. detefts
ingratitude ; thefe dark proceedings produced a-very
eontrary effe€t to what my enemies hiad ‘propofed,
- The King paid me more attention than before; and
defpifed thofe the more who would have deceived
him. Ifhall not repeat here the low and fcandalous
artifices that courtiers, and even fome ambitious wo-
men, put in practice to furprize the Monarch’s heart.
A detail of thefe intrigues is unworthy of hiftory,
and I have no- defign of tranfmitting to. pofterity the
artifices of cabals, which relate to no one but myfelf

M. Moreau de Seychelles, comptroller-general of
the finances, was of fervice to the ftate.- He was
very affiduous in regulating the finances. I ‘made
the King take notice of him, and immediately this
Prince made him minifter of ftate. He had his ene-
mies at court : it was faid that he had dcpe nothing
yet to deferve that poft, and that fortune having fo

: precipi-
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precipitately forced his elevation, he would never
advante above half way to favour.

When he came to court, to return the King
thanks, Ifaid to him, ¢ Sir, many people pretend to
¢ foretel the deftiny of your adminiftration, con-
¢ vinge all France that they are falfe prgphets. *’

The Duke of -Mirepoix, who had alv%s affured
the court, that the'Eaglith had no thoughts of break-
ing the treaty of peace, was at length obliged to
write that they prepardll for war. France haftily put
herfelf into a ftate of defence, without knowing pre-
cifely whether the was coming to blows. Orders
were difpatched from the office of the marine to all
the ports and harbours. The fhips that were finith-
ed were launched, 2nd the others kept ready to fail
on the firft notice. "

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was, neverthelefs,: -
ftiil negociating at Paiis. This bufirefs was no lon- -
ger tranfatted with Lord Albemarle ; he was dead.
The interefts of Great Britain were in the hands of 2
fecretary of embafly, who gave vague replies to the
queftions that were put.to him, upon the preparati-
cbs his court was making. -~ -

Some politicians have affured us, ‘that if Lord Al-
bemarle had lived, the war, which afterwards rent
the two nations, would never have taken place. It
has been faid that minifter, who had great weight
with George the Second, was that time connected
with a woman of pleafureat Paris, whom he would
not part with. This perhapsis only furmife, deflitute
of foundaticn ; but af.er all, this would not have been
the firft time that the amours of a-Courtezan have in<
fluenced the .affairs of Europe.

Upon the arrival of the difpatches from London, a
great council was held at Verfilles, and the King ex-
prefled himfelf in the toliowing manner to-his minifter.

*“'I am refolved I will not begin the war, and if
¢ the Englith break the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle,
- ' . ¢ Europe,
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- ¢« Europe, who fhall be witnefs to my moderation,
- ¢¢ fhall fee that they areghe aggreflors. >
. M. de Maillebois, the father, faid publicly at court,
that it were better to. prevent them than to give
them an opportunity, cf doing it.
The King’s moderation met with no advocates but
. thofe whofe intereft it was to avoid fieges and battles ;
- for every one was concerned in the event according to
his particular views of intereft. Military people want-
ed war, merchants and financiers withed for peace.
The court of London fent my Lord Hertford to
Paris, toreplace the Earl of Albemarle. This Am-
baflador was compared to a herald at arms : it was faid
that he was come to declare war againft France. He
fpoke, in fa&l, infuch a tone, as teflified that every
thing was ready in England to invade America. M.
Rouille was fo intimidated, that he faid to the King:
¢¢ Sire; Great Britain muft have refolved to declare
¢ war, for her Ambaflador talks in fuch a flile, as
¢ if the Englith werg ready to open the campaign.
Upon the firft report of the preparations of an ar-
. mament, the military men, who, fince the laft cam-
paigns in Flanders, had deferted Verfailles, came in
- fhoals to make their court to me. All my apartments
were lined with officers, who, in intreating my in-
tereft to recommend them to the Prince, fet forth
their talents in the military art. . '
The Bithops war, neverthelefs, ftill continued.
The Archbifhop of Paris, banifhed to Conflans, was
.not thereby rendered more fubmiffive. He, from the
extremity of his exile, braied the court and the city.
He was removed to Lagny fur Maine, a little town
that had neither the grandeur nor magnificence of
Conflans. This retreat, by diminifhing his epifcopal
pomp. no way changed his charaéter, which remain-
ed inflexible. The other rebeliious bithops were
treated with more feverity : but thefe lettres de cach-
et had a very oppofite effect to what was i"‘e,rll‘;)Cd‘
: : 34
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“They ferved only to make them more important in
the eyes of their pdrtizans, which increafed their ar-
rogance. - ~ .

A courtier faid to the King, that a feminary fhould
be built at Rome, to which fhould be fent all the
French bifhops who rebelled againft his orders, with
an eftablifhment of 100 -Roman crowns per head,
for fupporting their grandeur.

It is certain that too much refpe& was paid to
thefe people ; and the very chaftifements that were

_infli%ted on them, when they .fwerved from their
- duty, were tempered with fo much confideration, as
. to prevent their returning to it. :

“The bithops having nothing to do in their exile

" but to write, and being unable to employ any other
arms than their pens, France was deluged with let-
ters and mandates. THRgfe were fo many manifeftoes
_againft the royal authofity. The King was often
advifed to hang the Printers, who were inftrumental
in' the circulation  of thefe feditious papers ; but
.Lewis XV. would never have recourfe to’ thofe vio-
lent methods.

The Englifh, at length, explained themfelves with
refpeét to their warlike preparations, the news of

-which Fame had trumpeted throughout Europe.
They declared to the government, that the French
.in Canada had made incurfions upon lands under
the dominion of Great Briwin, and that England
was not inclined to fuffer fuch ufurpations. We have
feen that the two crowns,when peace was concluded,
left the decifion of this affair to commiffaries. Count
de Argenfon had forefeen, at firft, that thefe com-
miflaries would completely ruin the interefts of the
two courts. ¢ Sir, faid he, when two powerss,
¢ with arms in hand, cannot agree upon certain
¢¢ differences, it is impofible for individuals to re-
*¢ concile them.” . -7

Never-
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. Neverthelefs, the Englith council did not fay that

they' fhould declare war, but- only that they were
difcontented with the French in America

This declaration afHi&ted the King, who did not
defire war. The national debts were not yet paid,
the fame impofts ftill fubfifted as before; ‘the people
were always opprefled ; fo that a new war-muft o-
verwhelm them. Lewis XV. fpoke to me of the
misfortune that-threatened France, in fuch a manner
as perfuaded me he was fenfibly affefted. I was a
wiinefs to his uneafinefs upen this- account ; and-it
is but juftice, which I owe this Prince, to fay he
was penetrated with grief upon the occafion. 'This was

““means of ¢his new revolution. The dlfﬁculty was
rot to undertake the war, but to..find generals to
carry it-on.

Marfhal Saxe, the teror of France’s enemies, and
in whom the troops placed an implicit confidence, .
was dead. Of all the officers who had ferved under
- him, there was not any one who furnifhed the fame
-hopes of his abilities. T hey had courage and expe-
rience: but thefe were not fuffilient’; fer I have
heard it faid, that to form a hero, requires an af-
fortment of qualities, 'which are feldom found in the
fame man.

Amongft the generals who had ferved in the late
wars, Marfhal Belleifle was the moft :defirous of
commanding in chief ; but befidés his never having
been a good general, his capdcnv was greatly im-
paired. He exprefled himfelf in d.ffife terms, and
was very verbofe It was faid of him at-court, that
of_all tlie genius that had e'evated him to thepin-
nacle of reatnefs, he retained nothing but loquacity.

The ftate was now threatened with three differ-
ent wars, two'oi which were declared. That of
the Bull, as it was called, which was upon the point.

ot
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¢f caufing a revolution in the ftate : that of the
Barbarians, who, notwithftanding the faith- of trea- -
ties, interrupted the trade of the nation ; and that
of the Englith, who were ready to give us battle.
A man of wit, who was tcld that the Englith

were going to be our foes, faid, God be ‘qraifed, the
bifbops quarrel is Whw at an end, for thoje people are
never at war but in -time of peace.

The Archbifbop of Paris, who was ftil exiled,
and ftill obftinate, wrote, a letter to the King in a
file truly original, and without example fince the
_foundation of the monarchy. He faid to the Kirg,
in very formal terms, that *“ His power was fupe-
‘¢ rior to that of the Sovereign, in matters relative
‘_to the adminiftration which God hath entrufted
¢ him with ; that his duty was that of .conduéting
¢ his flock ; that he acknowledged no other upon
¢ earth ; finally, he would not, nor could not, re-
¢¢.tract from the firft fteps he had taken ; that thefc
¢ were his laft fentiments, which would continue
¢ always the fame to the grave, &c: &c.”

" This was a period diftinguifhable for difobedience.
The clergy gloried in rebelling againft the orders of
the King.. This obftinate difpofition had made its
way into the provinces. The deputy of Languedoc
related to the King an eveat that happened at Mont-
pellier, which pointed out to this Prince the necef- .
fity of ftopping the progrefs of fuch abufes.. This
man faid, that the wife of a counfellor of that city, -
who had refufed to receive the Bull, and whofelife
was in danger, requefted the curate of her parith to
adminifter the facraments to her. Upon her firftre-
queft, the curate and four vicars fled. Application was
made to the other parifhes, but it was found that all
the clergy who adminiftered had deferted. - The
chief juftice then ordered an independent prieft, and
who was not belonging to any church, to adminifter
to the Lady. This ecclefiaftic thought it was his

Vor. IL, . F duty
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. duty to obey; but he had obferved that the hoft had
accompanied the priefts in their retreat. He did not
find a fingle wafer in the tabernacles of the different

_churches of the city.© The curates and "the fe-
~condarics had eat them all before their departure.
He confecrated one : but this was not fufficient ; it
muft be adminifteréd. A general infurre@ion was
feared. The ccmmander of the place was obliged to
put the garrifon’ under arms, and appoint guards for
the condu&ing of the hoft in fafety to the fick Lady’s
houfe.

Such fcenes as thefe, in a city full of Proteftants,
made the Romith religion become a fubjet of public
derifion. The King was greatly affeCted at it,
‘though he would not yet refolve to ufe violent re-
medies. . - .

-~ I have faid that the King did not defire war; to
prevent which, if it were yet poffible, he fent Bufly
w0 Hanover, where George II. was expe&ted. I was
not for employing this man, thinking he had not

fufficient capacity to fucceed in a negociation of this -

importance ; but Lewis XV. had been prejudiced in
his favour. B
- Bufly’s partizans faid he fpoke with refolution and
2n abfolute tone ; qualities that were looked upon as
cffential at a free court, where moderation and fup-
“plenefs are always unfuccefsful. But the contrary
was the truth. Bufly negociated badly to prevent
‘the war, and he failed fome years after to reftore
peace ; but I ]aid it down.as a maxim, never to op-
. pofe the King’s fentiments. _
Orders were difpatched to all the commanders in
the American colonies, to fit out-as many fhips as
they could, to oppofe the defigns of the Englifh. I
heard Marfhal Noailles then fay, that troops fhould
have been fent, and not orders.
The death of Marfhal Lowendah!, the pupil and
companion of Count Saxe, that happened at this
: V time,

¢
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‘time, created forrow, which in the prefent circum-
ftances was the more fenfibly felt.. His military ta-
lents had made us conceive hopes that his death de-
ftroyed. The conqueft of Bergen-op-zoom had ac-
quired him a reputation, from which France might
have derived advantages in the war with which fhe
was threatened. I teftified my chag.in, upon this
occafion, to the King. ¢ You have reafon to la-
¢ ment the death of this officer, - he repliéd to me ;
¢ he was among the number of thofe who were
¢ moft deferving of any confidence. It is in vain for
“ me to feck amongft my fubjecs, I fhall find no
¢¢ one capable of fupplying his place.” =
Lewis XV. who. had -honoured him during bis
life-time, was willing to beftow marks of diftinction
upon him after” his death. He was at the expence
«f his funeral obfequies, and granted penfions to his
children of both fexes ;- recompences that were due
to his merit, and with which the King gratified - his
heirs. _All thofe who were eclipfed by this general’s
merit, rejoiced at his death ; none but real patriots
Jamented it. - : . : '
Whilft France was employed about the means of
fupplying the expences of the war, we learnt at
Verfailles that England found voluntary refources in
her fubjéts for her’s. . Private perfons offered money
to fuch failors as enrolled themfelves in- the royal
navy, and others engaged to fupport their fami'ies at
their own. expence during the war, had it continued
fix Juftrums. - .
. Certain_communities offered free gifts to thefe
who would bear arms againft France. 1 faid to
-Masfhal Belleifle, who related thefe fa&ls to me:
¢¢ Itappears to me, {ir, that a peop'e who a& in this
“¢ manner, has the advantage over thofe ‘who give
““'no money but what they are compelled to part
¢ with, for the expences of the war.”” That is trre,
replied the old Courtierl;‘ but this fame Englifh na-
O _— tion
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tion, who thus voluntarily part with their riches for
a war, which they think ufeful to the flate, often lofe
. all their advantages at a peace. A Lord who wants -
to make his way to the adminifiration by a fy/lem
of pacification, intrigues with the king, gains. bis
confidence, and has his creatures. Thefe [et forth,
that fieges and battles 1uin the flate, that commerce
is hurt by them, and that indufiry perifbes. The
cabal acquire firength, the candidate minifler’s party
. increafes, he gains the afcendent, and the peace is
" figined, at the expence of the nation’s blood and trea-
Sure. :
M. de Mirepoix ftill continued ‘his negecciations
- at London : he conferred with Sir Thomas Robin-
fen, who gave him hopes ; but this was only to gain
-time : the war was refolved upon. Count D’ Ar-
-genfon often faid to the King, that this ambaflador
thould be recalled, as his refidence in London only
amufed the flate, and made the French nation ri-
diculous. The King and council were greatly per-
‘plexed ; Lewis XV. was not willing that Europe
thould be able to reproach him with having com-
mitted the firft hoftilities. -

Masthal -Lowendahkl, who:before his death was:
witnefs to this. embarrafiment, faid publickly at -
court, that it was better to attack as a principal,
than to be beat as a fecoand. ‘This counfel was not
followed, but we repented of it. .

As for me, I was neuter in this great affair. It
was reported that I withed for war, to make my-
felf more confiderable at court. I had no occafion for
either fieges or battles, things conftantly deftructive
“to a flate, to fupport my credit with the King. Lewis
XV. honoured me with his confidence : all thofe
who had endeavoured to prejudice me had mifcariied
in their attempt ; rank and grandeur had no longer
any charms for me : the only ambition I had re-
_maining was_ the fettling of my daughter ; but fhe
’ IR P was
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Wis not arrived at an age to be married, and I-
did not doubt that the King would honour her with
his proteflion. o

Peace was ftill the fubjeét of converfation at Lon-
don and Paris ; but we at length learned that the
Englith had declared war againft Fraace in the new
world ; the court of Verfailles received-advice, that
Admiral Bofcawen had with his fleet taken the Alcide
man of war, upon the banks of Newfoundland. The
manner in which he took this fhip aggravated the
offence. 'The Alcide fhould not have been attacked,’
at the time fhe was attacked, for fhe had no fighting
orders. It is a cuftom eftablithed amongft all civi-
lized nations, when they declare war, to publith a
manifefto, containing the grievances which induce

-them to have recourfe -to arms ; and England had
not publithed any fuch : therefore this ftep was con-
fidered as a real ‘piracy. This was obferved to the
King, who immediately fent orders to the duke of
Mirepoix~and ‘Bufly- to return to France, - without
taking leave of-the court of England. Hencefor-
ward all means of accommodation were fufpended. ~

The King, who had- been defirous of avoiding a
war .before it began, took his mealures as foon as he
was acquainted with this firft a&t of hoftility. His
“honour would let’him no longer pat-up an affront of-
fered to his flag. He faid, upon retiring from the’
council, -¢¢ Madam, war is declared ; the Englifh

" are my enemies:’* _

The operations of the war office took place: the
armaments by land and fea, the augmentation of the
troops, and the means of fupporting the army, were
taken into confideration.

- From this time the King lived more retired, he
did not hunt fo often,.-and he debarred himfelf fe-
veral diverfions which he took before. He conferred
regularly with his minifters. Count D’Argenfon,
with whom he was often locked up, gave him a cir-

F. cumftantial‘
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cumflantial detail of his land forces, and the naval
minifter Jaid before him a fimilar account of his navy.
Lewis XV. made feveral obje@ions to them con-
cerning the principal points of their adminiftration,
to which thefe chiefls in office were obliged to an-
fwer.

The count D’ Argenfon, whofe adm'niftration was-
then the moft important, as he was at the head of
military: affairs, told the King that his troops were-
in a good ftate, that military difcipline was well en-
forced, that the French were fond of war, and that
we might flatter ourfelves with fuccefsful campaigns,
provided the generals fecorded the ardour of the
troops, and were not themnlelves an obftacle to the

grandeur of France.
" The conferences with the minifter of the finances
were of a ftill more intricate nature; there were
many ancient debts unpaid, the revenues of the crown
were mortgaced, commerce and induftry, which
bad juft recovered fome little vigour fince the peace;
were upon the point of returning to their inactive
Nate. . . »

- The comptroller-general faid to the King, ¢’ Sire,’
‘¢ the ftate of things muft not te difguifed to your
¢ Mzjefty; great fprings muft be put in motion to
¢ mdintain the burihen of the war."T have made a
¢ calculation from the ftate of your finances, and
¢ they will procure me refources for four years:
‘¢ if at the end of that time peace thould not take
¢ place, the campaigns cannot be carried on with-
¢¢ out impofing very oppreflive taxes upon ycur peo-
Ie 2 i -

The King, who after this conference paid me a
vifit, faid, that be had juff been converfing with a -
wminifler, who was the honefleff man in all France ;.

fer fuch I muf? call bim, he added, who kas fo much
praobity as to fpeak freely to kis King. Th
. o .




- court, with refpect to this grand affair.
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"The minifter of the war department required an
aigmentation of 40000 men, which was granted
him, and' orders were iffued accordingly for raifing
recruits. M. Belleifle told me, that fo many men
were not neceflary for the defénce of a handful of
barbarians, that this would increafe the expences of
the ftate, and ooly tend to weaken it. He did not
forefee that thefe levies were nothing in comparifon
of thofegthat were to be afterwards made. K
France had not becn perfeltly fecured by the treaty
of Aix la Chapelle. Her ports were open and de-
fencelefs. Upon the commiffion of. the firft alls of

~ hoftility in America, it was refolved to reftore the

works at Dunkirk. ~ The prince of Soubife was ap-
pointed by the King to fee this operation take place :
eight thoufand troops were allotted him to favour
the execution of this defign.

Upon the firft reports of the revolution in Canada,
two fucceflive fquadrons were difpatched, of which
no news had yet been received. The uncertainty
of the fuccefs of this fmall naval armament fufpepded
the grand Operations by land: - - T

The- council of ftate could not refolve upon any
fixed plan of operations, the members being divided
in their opinion. 1 véas.a witnefs to a great part of
the diverfity of fentiments which then difturbed th

A man of much good fenfe faid, like Marfhal -
Bel'eifle, ¢¢'that great armies were ufelefs ; that land”~
‘“ campaigns were not the objed, but a fea war ;
¢ that the colonics fhould be put in a ftate of fecu-
*¢ rity which alone could be conquered ; that the plan
¢ of the Englifh was not to increafe their power. in
‘¢ Europe, but to extend their limits in America ;
¢¢ that all their defigns tended that way, and that we
¢ fhould direét ours to the fame objeét ; that France ™
‘¢ was guarantied in Europe by the general balance ; -
¢¢ but that there was no fyftem whereby our fettle-

F g4 “ ments
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ments in the new world .were guarantied } that
the crown would lofe its influence, when trade-
would be entirely in the ‘power of the Englifh ;
that the Britith navy .was alteady fuperior to the
navies-of all Europe, but that after the lofs of
Canada and the other parts of the continent of
America, it would be the only one in Europe ;
that this ‘was the crifis for France, and that if the
opportunity was negle€ted of prote€ling ourfelves
from this laft attempt, it would never return;
that all other plans of warlike operations fhould
be given uvp, to purfue that cf the colonies, as
they interefted the general republic ; but that this:
perfonally and folely interefted France ; that A-
merica be'ng once conquered, the whcle body of
Erope could net reftore the equilibrium, becaufe
the power of the firft ftates of the continent did
not extend to the fea ; that the Englifh in the
centre of the chriftian world, we-e feparated fromx
Chriftendom ; that they could not be attacked in
their own iflands ; that nature had fecured them-
from all invafions in Europe, &¢c.””

"The oppofite party, cn the contrary, faid, ¢ that
great armies fhould be raifed to oppofe the allies:
of England, who would not fail to form defigns
in Germany ; that here the capital ftrokes would
be ftruck ; that the war in America was only
the pretext for that which was to be carried on
in Europe ; that fome- troops fhould be fent to-
Canada ; but that numerous legions fhould be
raifed for Germany ; that we were miftaken if
we thought the Englifh limited their enterprizes
to America, as it was vifible that their defigns -

_tended to excite a revolution in the north of Eu-

rope ; that the general balance guarantied France
no farther than fhe herfelf contributed to fupport
a juft equilibrium ; that with refpe& to trade in

general, there was no reafon to apprehend that
. . . ¢ England
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¢< England could engrofs it, as there were not fuffi-
¢¢ cient materials in that country to compafs the
¢¢ defign ; that the Englith were compelled to have
¢¢"recourfe to induftrious nations, and where the
¢¢ price of labour was not fo high ; that univerfal
_¢“"trade confifted in exchanges, and that a people
“"who fhould confiderably diminifh that of other
¢“ftates, would greatly cramp their own'; that with
¢ refpect to the navy, one could not be immedi-
¢¢ ately formed to balance that of Erigland’; that the
¢¢ expences ‘made upon this account would be end-
¢¢"lefs, as-the time” was too ‘fhort and the means
$¢ too circumfcribed ; that the Iofs of Canada was
€¢ not certain, the events of war being cafual ; thar
¢ the favage” natiorfs Joved thé French and hated
¢¢ the Englith ; that they would prefer beinz exter-
¢ minated, rather than fubniit to the Britifh yoke ;
¢ laftly, that if Canada théuld be conquered 1 this
-¢¢ war, it might be retaken in another ; but that ir
¢ the Englith united” with their allies, ‘fhould avail
¢ themfelves of favourab'e circumftances to gain
€¢ ‘advantages in Europe, it would bethedifoo late
€ to repair the damage, as the laft viftories would
¢¢ be guarantied by new treties of peate ; wheres’
¢¢ in America the barbarous. nations in alliance with
¢ France, who are unacquainted with the laws of
¢¢ nations, are always ready to create revolutions :
“* in a word, that it was France’s intereft to fet cn
¢¢ foot numerous armies to fupport her pretenftons
“ by land, and to yield for fome time the dominjon
¢ of the fea, &¢. &7 i ' ;

A’ third" party maimtained that both thefe objefts
thould be attended to:-¢* We fhould (faid they) pre-
< vent ‘the Englith ‘making. conquefts in America,-

and hinder any taking place in Europe. France

is fufficiently powerful for this ; fhe need only
manage well her forces'; the will prevail every
¢ where, when thofe who govern the ftate - unitefin

Fs
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one common intereft ; that is to fay, the glory

the northern powers of Europe are inclinable to
-avail themfelves of the mifunderftandings in Ame-
rica, we muft keep our engagements, and fend

army can only procure us a greater lofs without
any advantage. Thefe moderate fuccours will
enable us to fend more confiderable affiftance to

volution in Canada is not a maritime quarrel, it is
¢ aland war. The point is to defend the continent,

‘¢ and it is only neceffary to land troops there ; and .

‘¢ this the Englifh cannot prevent.' They have taken
¢ no meafures yet to block up the paflages ; but if

¢¢ we do not make hafte, we fhall be too late ; for

¢ the Englifh, who keep a fteady eye upon our ope-
‘¢ rations, will no foorier find that we do not make
¢ any great preparations by land, than they will be-
‘¢ gin to make very confiderable ones by fea.”
“There was alfo a numerous party inclined for

. peace: the reafons which they alledged, were found-
ed upon our inability of carrying on the war ; but
the minds of the people were too much agitated to
liften to plans of pacification ; each had his fchemes
for pufhing his fortune, and private intereft always
prevails over the common weal. Subaltern cfficers

who wanted advancement, were deficous of fieges '

and battles, Thofe who endeavoured to obtain the
command of armies were defperate advocates for

war ; and fuch as would be employed in furnifhing

the neceflaries for carrying it on, thought it in-

difpenfable : it is plain from thefe.motives, how

little the intereft of the ftate was confidered. :
During this crifis the clergy of France were af-
fembled ; they deliberated very ferioufly, whether

_fick people fhould have the facraments adminiftered, -

or whether they fhould die. without them. The

bifhops -

of the nation, and the happinefs of the people. If -

24000 men into Germany. A more numerous- -

the new world, to prote& our colonies; the re- -
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bithops who had been brought over by the court and
the parliament, were of opinion, that they could not’
be refufed this afiftance. Thofe who - expected no-
thing of the King, and who hated the parliament
maintained on the contrary, that they fhould be re-
fufed them like heretics. At length, after many de-
bates, they feemed inclinable to leave this great af-
fair to the determination of the Pope. :

" T learnt this news with pleafure. Benedi& XIV.
-then filled the papal chair. Many perfons who had’
been at Rome, gave me a very favourable opinion
of this pontiff. He defpifed his predeceflors, refined
policy of turning every thing to .their own advan-
tage ; the firft fteps he took upon his obtaining the
pontificate, made me conceive a real efteem for him.
He had:abolithed at Rome thofe wretched equivo-
cations, ‘which in-ferving as fcod for fuperftition, dif~
honour the Chriftian religion, He knew that Ged
fometimes wrought miracles, but that he does not
daily alter the courfe of nature. This prince of the
church preferred the title of an honeft man to that
of a holy one, and this quality raifed him above all
the Popes that ever exifted upon earth. Benedict
XIV. had fo much underftanding and fo little preju=~
dice, that his decifion could not fail to reftore tran-
quillity to the Gallican church. .

The adminiftration of the {acraments was riot the
only difquifition which engaged the clergy ; the
grand affair for which thiey were convened, and in
which the whole body were unanimous, was to de-
ny the authority of the parliaments, or any other
body of laymen whatever. Lewis XV. who could

. not begin the war without opprefling his people,
was willing to fet them an.example of ceconomy, by
diminifhing his houfhold expences. He reduced his
equipages, and the number of his hunting horfes in
both ftables. . The expences of his little journies
vrere regulated and diminifhed : it was refolved that

thete” -
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there (houldbe no diverfions this year at court, and
the works of the Louvre wére fufpended, 5.

The Count D’Argenfon faid, *¢ that thefe favings
¢ are fo fmall. an obje&t, that they will fcarce enrich-
¢ a commiffary of ftores during the war.”

I was myfelf often inclined to have an eye to-
ceconomy ; but M. de Belleifle had told me that it
was fcarce poffible to benefit the ftate by fuch fru- -
gality ; he added, ¢ If it were an evil, it wasim-
‘¢ poflible to remedy it ; .but that all thofe that
¢ ferved the King would enrich themfelves ; that a
¢¢ reform would produce no advantage ; that it was
“¢ better to cont'nue employing the old officers who °
“ were already opulent, thian to replace them with

- “¢ new ones, who would endeavour to become fo.”>

Neither the council of ftate nor the warlike pre-
parations dep:ived me of the King’s company, who
vifited me regularly, and communicated to me his
defigns and intentions. The refolution he had taken
of being revenged of his enemies, gave him an air
of fatisfaltion, which he had not before he had taken
it ; hj as for his people : he was

-afraid that the continvance of the war would exhauft.
them too much. - '

It 'was thought neceflary to review the troops, and
there were three encampments, Fhe prince of Soubifs

"wanted the command of the camp of Hainault : 1
fpoke to the King, and it was granted him. M. de
éhevert, and the Marquis de Voyer," in whofe fa-
vour I alfo interefted myfelf, obtained- the two o-
thers,

. Though hoftilities were begun-in America, Lewis
XV. wou'd not continue them in Europe. A fri-
gate cf the Breft fjuadron baving taken 'an Englith
frigate, the King immediately ordered it to be re-
Yeafed, as he faid, be would not make war in time of
i: ce, and be the firft to infringe the treaty of Aix

a Chapelle in Europe. *

A general.
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A general officer, who was in my apartment when
the King told me he had juft difpatched this order,
could not Felrain telling him, in my prefence,
¢¢ Permit me, Sire, to reprefent to your Majefty,
¢ that this moderation will no-ways alter the fyftem
¢¢ of the court of London. The Englith have re-

¢ folved to fall upon us, and to feize all fach fhips

“¢ a5 they think they have'the fuperiority over : re-
<¢ prifals are neceflary, and we fhould feize all fuch
¢¢ veflels as are inferior in ftrength to our’s that
¢ meet with them.” . )

The fea-officers paid their court regularly to me :
for the navy was to have the honour of this war.
There was a promotion of officers, and I interefted
myfelf in behalf of fome, in confequence of the cha-

- rafers that were given me of their capacity and
* courage. t )

I know that complaints have often Been'made in . -

France of my choice of certain perfons, as well in

the army as in the adminiftration : but thofe wh ;
L quainted with Verfailles. ,

Every courtier has a party who cry. up their talerts
and genius. It is impoffible to defcry real merit
through thefe extravagant eulogiums. All tho'e who .
are interefted in a courtier’s advancement, either in
the army or in the government, hide his faults, ard
difplay his .good .qualities ; for every man has a fa-
vourable fide. - :

The death of Madame, daughter to the Dauphin,
created frefh affliction for the King. 1 have often
heard the happinefs of Kings extolled, when they
are in reality more to be pitied than other men. A
«citizen has fcarce any thing but domeftic troubles to
afli& him : 2 Monarch unites family misfortunes
with thofe of the ftate, h

Scarce ‘had Lewis wiped away his tears, before he
bad news of a battle that was fought in' America,

near
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near the Ohio, between his troops and thofe of En-
gland, in which General Braddock fell, and where
the French gained a compleat victory. The blood
that was fpilt in this affair, a detail of which may be
found in the annals of Europe, clofed all avenues to
an accommodation. The only meafure to be taken
in Europe was to be upon the defenfive, and this
‘was not taken. The Englith feized as many mer-
chant-fhips i Europe as they met with in both feas.
The commanders of thefe {hips had received orders
to furrender without making any refiftance.” I defired
‘the King to explain to me the:metive of this policy,
and he replied to, me as before;: that he would %ot
break treaties, and make war in time of peace:-

The Englith availed themfelves of this ‘moderati-
on ; they became - abfolute ‘mrafters of the fea, and
filled their ifland with French prifoners.

At the very time that the court of Verfailles' pi-
qued themfelves upon fulfilling their engagements,
the court of London reproached us with breaking"

-them. The reftoration of the worksat Dunkirk was
conftrued into an infradtion- of thefe fame treaties, -
for which France facrificed what potrer fhe had re-
maining at fea. In this manfier each gobernment en-
deavoured to juftify their defigns 5 and thus was am-
bition difguifed under every form to-obtain its ends.

Marfhal Noailles, -who was not of opinion that
France fhould .let thé’ remainder of her navigation -
and trade becrufhed, to convince all Europe that
the Englifh made war like pirates, faid, that this
external - moderation deceived none, that the court
of Verfailles alone was deceived.

Thofe who agreed in opinion with the King, pre-
tended that all thefe captures made without a decla-
ration of war would be reftored ; but real politicians
thought otherwife, and experience has demonftrated, -
by the event, thatthefe were not deceived.

Repeated -
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Repeated orders were difpatched to all the fea- .
ports, and preparations were making for a land-

war ; but there was not a fufficient fund in the roy-
al treafury to fupport the extraordinary expences.

"The Comptrger-general faid to the King, ¢¢ Sire,

¢¢ the farmeM-general ofter your Majefty money, it
¢¢ fhould be taken. They will lend the crown fixty-
¢ fix millions at 4 per cent. the ftate in its prefent
¢ exigence cannot purchafe money at a cheaper
¢¢ rate.” :

It may, perhaps, be thought that the financiers,
affeGted at the ftate of France, made this voluntary
propofal from a fpirit of patriotifm ; but pofterity
will know that the fame fordid-intereft which con-
ftantly a&uates them, incited them to difplay this
generofity. One of the firft conditions was, that the
leafe of the farms fhould- be renewed. They after-
wards infiffed that there fhbuld be no-under-farmers 3

that is to fay, that the profits arifing from the farms

thould be no longer divided, and that they thould
be fole mafters of the finances. They alfo wanted

to have the difpofal of all the employments in the

farms. : _ , '

- It was publicly faid in Paris, that I had framed
the fchieme of this loan. 1t is true that four farmers-
general applied to me, to make the propofal from
their body, and that I mentioned it to the King.
Lewis: XV. had it examined in his council, who
approved ‘ of it ; this is all the fhare I had in the

tranfaltion. Thofe who imagine that a King of

France can raife money by the aét of his own private

~ will, are unacquainted with the government. This

fum was far from being fufficient to put in motion

all the machines of war that were forefeen to be .-

neceffary. The King borrowed thirty millions upon’
the pofts at 3 per cent. but even this additional fum
was not enough. The King’s fecretaries, as- well

of the upper as the inferior college, were taxed,iang
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this impoft, the leaft burthenfome perhaps of any,
becaufe it fell upon fuch as purchafed their 'eniplo)v-
ments through oftentation, produced a fupply of for-
ty-five millions. T .
With this fund, it was incumbent upon us to op-
. pofe the defigns of :he Englifh at /% and of fuch
powers as were enemies to France by land.

I faw the King as ufual. He fupped almoft every -
night with me, and communicated to me all his
plans and defigns. Difficulties did nct aftonith him.
Lewis XV. is flow at refolving, but when he is de-
termined, his refolution is firm. He appeared more
gay than ufual : perhaps the internal tranquillity of
the ftate greatly contributed towards it ; for tHe
broils with'-the court of England had produced fo

“good an effet at home, that {chifms were no longer
the fubje& of converfation. The curates admini-
ftered to the fick, and thus the clergy and- parlia-
ment. were reconciled. o

We Iearnt at Verfailles that George II. who had
made a voyage to his Eletoral dominions, was re-
turned to London. His prefence was-there neceflary
to expedite the military operaticns. 'We were at the
fame time informed, ghat feveral-councils had been
held at Kenfington, in which it was refolved to
make war. It. had already been purfued for fome

* time ; and thefe councils were held only to deliberate
upon the means. The Englith had by this time ta-

ken from the French 250 merchantmen, and made
upwards. of 4000 failors prifoners of war. _

., The .two nations mutually upbraided each other

with the injuftice of their proceedings. The Englith
reproached "the French with_having infringed upon
the treaty of peace, and the French openly declared,
~ that the.Englifh made war like pirates : and added,
theiparliament of England might be compared

van of Conftantinople, and George II. to

the. Dey of Algiers., ~
| ey of Algi The
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The Duke of Belleifle faid, that thefe reproach-
es were carried too far ; that there were fufficient
grounds for the two nations fighting for five hundred
years without declaring war.

. Count D’ Argenfon afked a foreign minifter, in
my prefence, Which of fhe two parties was the moft
equitable 2 ¢ ‘They are both unjuft, faid the fareign-
¢ er. France is in the wrong for having made in-
¢ curfions upon the Britith dominions in~ America,
¢ and for having fortified Dunkirk ; and England
¢¢ has done amifs by feizing the fhips of this nation,
¢ and for having made prifoners of war in time of
¢ peace.” :

- I'related this difcourfe to the King, who faid, that
moft of the foreign minifters were unacquainted with
the origin of the difpute, and that they judged of
things only by appearances, or according to the ideas
they entertained of their own country.

Thefe private difcourfes no way altered the ge-
neral operations. The armaments by fea and land
continued going on, and we prepared ourfelves for
war. The Pope offered his mediation ; this was Be-
nedi¢t XIV. The matter might have been referred
to him, had it been poffible for him to have nego-
tiated the affair in perfon ; but it muft have been ep-

“trufted to nuncios, who are afually men as ambiti-

ous as they are ignorant, and who are acquainted
with no other politics than thofe of the Vatican.

The King of Portugal alfo offered his fervice :
but as he was incapable of throwing any weight in
the fcale, he occafioned no alteration in~ the defigns
that were formed for purfuing the war.

The duke of Noailles faid, he was furprifed .that
petty princes without power,. fhould think of being
the arbiters of the power of the firft ftates in Europe.

I fhall not conceal from pofterity that pacific pro-
pofals were made between the two courts ; but they

were
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were fo diftant from their refpetive views, that it
may be prefumed they were offered only to make the
torch of war blaze the more, though the pretext
was to extinguith it

France’s demands were great, and the Englifh re-
quired too much. This was the method of fucceed-
ing in the defign that was formed of not agreeing.

In order to increafe the troops, and render thear-
mies more numerous, recourfe was had to an expe*
dient which was of very little confequence” The in-~
valids, who, by their {ervices and their wounds, had

 obtained admiffion into the hofpital, ‘were ordered
to bear arms and fight the enemies of the flate.
A wit faid upon "this occafion, that this was hav-
¢ ing Yecourfe to the dead to wage war againit the
¢ living,”

1In proportion as the quarrel between France and’
England increafed, Lewis XV. gave me more pow-
er. It wis 1magmed in the world, that I was the’
arbitrefs of this new revolution : itis true, the King’

- afked mv‘nmmon unon mapv things ; butItook care

nét to 5é anfwerabte for fuch events as might give -
" a new bias to affairs in general : I referred him to
the council of ftate, leaving them to fhare all the
blame; if any was incurred.

“The minifters faw me more regularly, and the
general officers who were defirous- of commanding
the armies, paid their court to me with remarkable
affiduity.

. Whilft agreeable news was received from the new
world the court was very uneafy about two {qua-
drons_which had fet fail for America ; but advice
came of their being returned to Bréft. The King
came himifelf to acquaint me with the news, at which
_ he teftified much joy. * It was natural to think that
the fhips which compofed thefe fquadrons would fall-
: into -
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into the hands of the Englith, who had fent very

confiderable fleets to America.

The firft advantage the French gained in Canada,
produced a fecond. The Iroquois nation offered to
enter into alliance with the French.

The count D’Argenfon thewed me ‘the difcourfe
which the deputies of this favage people addrefled to
M. Vaudreuil, who commanded the King’s troops.

¢ May the Great Spirit preferve the captain of the
¢¢ French and his valiant warriors ! May the extent
¢ of their courage be meafured by the number of
¢ their wounds! We, whofe nations are as ancient
¢¢ as the ftars, and the moft courageous upon earth,
¢ come to offer thee the right arm of our warriors.
¢ The black: gowns who are amongft us, have ta-
¢ "ken care to make us acquainted with thy nation,
¢ which is the moft valiant of any after our own,
¢ becaufe they have feen that thefe warriors might
¢¢ learn from ours what they did not know before,
¢ QOur nation, who reckon more than ten thoufand
¢ mocns, come then to.unite their forces to affift

¢ thee, in order to regale our wives and children

¢¢ with the dead bodies of the enemies of the captain
¢ of the French. Receive the calumet of peace,
‘¢ and as a mark of joy, give three fhouts to the fun,
¢ whiich is rifen to enlighten our nations.

This letter being made public at Verfailles, a
courtier, who had read it, faid to the King: ‘ Sire,
we muft make an alliance with the Iroquois, for

‘¢ they will eat as many Englifhmen as they can find. .

¢¢ Thofe people are fo famifthed with glory, that
‘¢ they devour their conquefts. > A few days aftce
the return of the Breft fleets, the King faid to me:

¢ The Englifh parliament defire peace, the people -

‘¢ of England want war. I fhall take no fteps to pro-
¢ cure the laft; but if it is propofed to me upon
‘¢ honourable terms, I will accept. of it. ”

M, -
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M. de Belleifle told me, that ro terms wouid
be propofed, and that all the reports that were
fpread in England, were only defigned to amufe
France, and furprife the government.

. ¢t Marfhal, faid I to him, we may poffibly be for--
¢¢ prifed, for it is above a year fince we were told
¢¢ that we ought to be fo.
© Whilft warlike preparations were making on eve-
ry fide, the minifter often received memorials from
individuals, pointing out the obje& of cur firft at:
tack.

The French have for fome time been greatly ad-
dited to politics. It is pretended that we caught the’
infeétion from the Englifh, and that it was communi-
cated to France by the way of Calais. A man of

_great wit f2id to me one day upon this head, that’
fince this contagion had fpread, an infinite number of
people, whofe labour and induftry might have been
very beneficial to the ftate, became 1dle fpetators.
In England this rage is not fo dangerous ; the citizens
engage themtelves-as well with their own private af-
fairs, as with the adminiftration in general. Butin
France, when aman gives himfelf up to politics,:
he paffes his life fyftematically. :

The Count D’Argenfon fhewed me a memorialy® *
which he had received from an unknown hand, bear-"
ing this title, Important.advice to the gover nment.

e We thould not wage war, faid the anonymous
¢t author,enher in Germany or in America ; the Eng-
<¢ lith navy is fuperior to ours: the Engﬁ(h will i
¢ the end have the advantage over us. In oppcfing
¢¢ ourfelves to their forces, we fhall only ggl
¢¢ ly ruin our own. p

¢t We fhould take the field witha bold |
¢¢ fhould feem. for fome time paft, as if our’
¢ were paid by the Englith government, tg
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all the fnares that were laid for them. It is only
neceflary that the court of London chalk outa
plan, for that of Verfailes to follow them. This
bold ftroke is to enter into alliante with Spain, and
invade Portugal provifionally. The Portnguefe
are allies of the Englith, and this is a fufficient
plea to conquer them : I fay this is fufficient, for
princes have long fince thought they had no occa-
fion for a pretext to make war : it wasonly necef-
fary that an invafion favoured their defigns.
¢ That kingdom is ealy toinvade ; Portugal has
neither armies nor officers, for we fhould net con-
fider as foldiers, a few natives badly difciplined,
who never faw fire, and commanders that neves
ferved. Some months muft elapfe before the Eng-
lith can fend them ‘troops and generals. . Lifbon
¢ will be taken beforethe Englifh fleet can fet fail’
¢¢ to defend it. :
¢¢ Portugal being once in the hands of the French,
¢¢ the Englifh will attempt nothing ; or elfe at the
¢ peace, they will give up every thing,
¢ To form a judgment of. the importance of this
¢ invafiod, the advantages which Great Britain de-
¢¢ rives from Portugal fhould be confidered.
~#¢ All Europe knows that this kingdom has no
"~ ¢ manufatures, and that the Englith furnifh the
~“#¢ Portuguefe not only with every thing which pro-
¢ motes their luxury, but even théfr phyfical wants.
- *¢ Forty thoufand artizans, in every kind of trade,
“ are conftantly at work for them. Portugal miin-
¢ tains forty thoufand of King George’s fubjets.
¢ ‘Thefe contribute to the fupport of an equal num-
ber of other citizens ; and as this primitive induf-
tryis the fource of infinite fubardinate fpecies of it,
¢ the d&errupticn given to thefe manufaltures

$¢ wotoccafion a diminution in the general circu-
¢ Jation, . ;

[
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< Eight thoufand merchantmen fail every year
from the river Thames to .enter the Tagus;
twenty thoufand Englifh failors are therefore fup-
ported by this fingle branch of commerce. -

¢ The mines of Brazil produce annually freth
riches for England, which are the more advan-
tageous, as they furnifh that nation with the
means of purchafing alliances, and -paying fubfi-
dies. Itis partly with the gold of Portugal that
Great Britain' maintains her fleets, and raifes
armies. =

¢ It is true that the riches of Portugal are in A-
‘merica, and that the Englith fleets might poffefs
themfelves of the mines ; but the Englith would
not derive great advantage from this conqueft.

¢ The extraltion of gold is a manufature that
muft be rendered profitable, to draw advantages
from it : and this capacity is not the lot of every
one. The Portuguefe, naturally fober, and who
have but few wants, can alone derive thefe ad-
vantages from it; the Englith, with whom la-
bour is much dearer, would be lofers: by it. Great
Britain, inftead of being enriched, would be im-
poverifhed by the mines. .

“ It is a general rule, that mines always ruin
their proprietors, as Spain and Portugal evince,
which are continually.impoverithed in proportion
as their mines become fruitful. The only nations
that are thereby enriched, are thofe who barter

-their induftry for the produce.

«¢ The invafion of Portugal would make a change
in all the fyftems of Europe. It would caufe a

- general revolution in cabinets. . The face of af-

fairs in Germany wou)d be entirely altered. The

King of Prufia would change his plans. The
, <¢ Belligerant

-
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<¢.Belligerant powers, who are preparing for a cer-
¢ tain war, would be obliged to carry on another
¢ which would greatly diftrefs many. powers.

" ¢¢ France by this firft caft would fave great armies,
¢¢ and. ftill greater fums. Portugal would be no
* . ¢¢ fooner taken, than the Englith would fet about

¢ retaking it : this war, which would at once en-
¢ tirely occupy them, would divert them, from any
¢¢ other.
¢ The Englith miniftry are prepared for every
¢ thing, except the invafion of Portugal. They
¢¢ have planned all their operations for the German
¢ war, and that in .America; but no fteps are
¢ taken for the defence of Portugal.
¢ But this expedition fhould be equally fecret as
¢ {peedy : thefe form the foul of fuccefs The
¢ greateft part of our operations mifcarry, becaufe
¢ they are tardy and public. The’enemy is almoft
¢ conftantly acquainted with our defigns the very
‘¢ inftant that they are projeéted : this is the certain
¢ means of rendering them abortive. The Englifh,
¢¢ it is true, are not prepared to oppofe this invafion;
¢ but if they gain timely notice of it, they will fet
¢¢ afide fome othey, plans to prevent this. Expedi-
.5¢ tion and penetration are, we know, the two cha-
£¢ ra&eriftic qualities of that government. '
¢ The court of Madrid fhould be made ac-
¢¢ quainted with this fcheme by an extraordinary
¢ courier, -and their affiftance requefted ; or, we
¢¢ fhould rather purpofe giving up Portugal to them,
..£¢ after the invafion. - '
4¢ If the court of Madrid has hitherto refufed en-
‘¢ tering into alliance with France, it was becaufe
¢ an expenfive war was propofed to them, which
¢ offered nothing but charges without conqueft ;
: ¢ but
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0 MEMOTIRS of the, &c.
“*¢“but when-we propofe giving them, as the fruit of
“%¢ -their alliance, a kingdom at hand, and to which
¢ they pretgpd having ancient claims, they will not
% hefitate 2 moment. '

+-¢¢ The troops that are- in Roufillon, Languedoc,

*¢ and Provence, fhould be forwarded by degrees
“¢ nearer and nearer ; the marching of thofe that are
“ mere diftant would difcover the preject.””
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