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REPORT

Of the Comumissioners appointed to inquire into the cause of the Fire
at the Parliament Homse, .on the First of February instant, and the
cireumstances attending the same :— | S

To His Excellency Licutenant General Witriam Rowar, C.B., Administrator of
the Government of the Province of Canada, and Commander of Her Ma-
Jesty’s Forces therein, &e., &e.

] P : . Do ) e o
May!it pleasé your,Bxcellency ; CL S RN A
RS RIS D ' Coh oo R

£ N A
TR N - PR . o P - L [N
“ On the réceipt of the Commission bearing date the first day of February instant,
Appendiz A (Copy of which is hereunto annexed,) appointing the un-
(Appendix A) dersigned a Commission to inquire into the cause of the
fire which took place at the Parliament Buildings, on the morning of that day, and
the circumstances connected therewith, they proceeded, immediately on the same
day, to the investigation of every circumstance calculated to throw light_upon the
origi;j;(?ﬁ ‘tha, extensive conflagration by which that spacidas edifice was whojly, de-
stroyed. ) .

With a view to the better understanding of such evidence as might be given be-
fore them, the Commissioners procecded to view the ruins of the burned building,
being accompanied in their visit by the Honorable the Attornies General,. Inspec-
tor Greneral, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Chief Commissioner of Public Works

- n di" - ' and the Soliciter Gteneral for Liower. Canada, - Previoysly:to

(Appendix T.) héaring any ¢vidence, they deemed ip advisable to obtain the
attendance, at the sittings of the’Commission, of the representatives of the different
Insurance Companies, in which Insurance on the Parliament House and its furniture
had been effected, and they thérefore invited those Grentlémen to bé preseiit théréat.

Several of them consequently attended.  All persons who, ecither from their resi-

dence or employment in the building, their accurate knowledge of the construction
of it and its appurtenances, or whom rumor reported, for various reasons, to be like-
ly to afford information as to. the real or probable cause of the disaster, were called
(Appendix B.) " before the Commission, and a genéral invitation by adver-
ppendix o, vertisement inserted in the, Quebe¢ newspapers, was given
to all persons having any information 'toialflfordjto‘ thé;w%Ctim;l}iséion in rel%tliondto the
. .. matter forming the subject of their" ipquiry. e deposi-
(Appendix 0. Nos. 1t047) 0 containiﬁg their gvidence are r%gpec{fhlly submitted
- with this report, to form part thereof, |

x

FT:Victorie. ~  Appendix (E.) AL 1854,

Lol

I

(Appendix O. Nog. 1, 2,8, , BY that evidence it appears that the first signs of

4,5, 6, 7,9, 12,713, fire were discovéredl about three o’clock in the morning of

14, 27,98, 80, 34, 40, the first instant, and that the fire was then confined o
42) .17 - thatepatt of themew wing (knowh ds theLiegislative Council

»(Appendix C, Nos. 1, 2, 3, wing)"occupied :a8 &’ swardrobe, (lately converted into a

4567 9 1% 13, Reading Room).on.the ground floor, and the rooms im~

14, 17, 28, 84, 40,) mediately' over it on:the upper stories.
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. In which-ever:of thése apartments-the fire originated, or to which it, may haye
been first .communicated, it was conveyed- to the -others, upwards ‘or" downwards, =
throiigh a-wooden tube.leading from the wardrobe through the roomsiabove tojthe . °
roof, employed.as a cold air tibe or foul air ejector, having two openings oritegist
ters in cach room: through which it passed. = - - T e e Sqb
The: above ‘Tooms. are- shewn, by -those- who occupied them,-:to haye hac
little or no firein them at-an early hour of the afternoor of the day immediately pre=
ceding the fire, on account of the mildness of the weather j-and, wher again‘visited
and examined by the messengers in charge of them, at the usual ‘hourfor-perfortning’
that duty, between five and six in the evening, weré considered by thein 'quitefree
from-danger. from fire, “The fire, thereforé, would:appear to have originated:ele=
where than in these rooms, and to hiave been introduced by somie one of the ohian= = "
nels of comimunication therewith, S ’ - o :
‘While the precisé spot of the’origin of the fire has not been <l ascerta
by the Commissioners, they have the satisfaction of being able to' pronounce’their
unhesitating opinion that “the burning was purcly the result of aceidenit'and notiof  ©
design,and that the ‘mode of heating’ the building by hot air fiomi thé Yasement
sic]or% can, in no way, be considered’as ‘having been thedirect or indirect cause gf!‘ Wi
the firee . 0 . B A
The chimney, however, z}tllluded bto in thcf‘idepositgb‘ﬁs of- ﬂ' ohq&\larti% an;l otilers(i
ot e R - ag having been on fire in the month of November last;and
(’Téfppze;d‘zxg,%%\rﬁbw’. 20, " which, on. being found defective, was ordered o betepaired;
I does: not appear to-have. been. effectually repaired in the
(Appendix O, Nos. 20,24, parts in which such- repairs are; alleged to -hive'been'miost. .
. 25,26,20,80) necessary.%‘;‘ _Ifl’ifthis chimtxe;irﬁwashaa delafedqi've-:}?s".ﬁi}’:; s -
e oy o represented:to have been, and fire: had taken in the chim-
(AtPPe’;‘“‘?f E ‘N"':M‘)‘ . ney leading trom.the apartments of Mi‘i—‘Kfatiﬁg’Brfi'Mr}
Dyoir, in the lower part of the building, the same ﬁremi,ghta,hgégleyggmmunigaged‘ ol

through the brick wotk of that, part of the chitney betwech the ¢ third

story and the false ceiling in' the loff, and would' probably have remaihed.th
lonig timé, perhaps uiitil it ‘penctrated  through  into the"room. 'c‘éiizﬁéﬂf‘ﬁf
Deridet) before it would havé been discovered, and, theiice don b
cold air tithe i that room, bave foun ‘
aré; however; now no 'visible'sigh

of tlfis chininey, nor'is it Koyt 4

kS

¥

RRTI St f:,:;';s@{} C
early ascertained .

: 1
s way dovi o Mr, LeMoing's oot Therd '
the fire having padsél 1 tick Worlt ./
iis chimney, noris itk € of thé chimneys was on fif¢ on that diglit.
G R R 3 [N PRENe '1,“ et el ¥ \","",'A'\I.L J‘rﬁ.‘: ‘:\”q‘“‘ﬁ 4',:;«%;:,;1_‘
i Under these circumstances,. the Commissioners, without venturingion: theexs
pression of /an opinion -as ,t0 -the: origin -of -the .fire;:- respectfully: lay-before.yous-
Excellency. the whole, of their. proceedings: ;. 1l smin: vyl <o

In confirmation of the conclusion arrived‘:f at*by the Gommissiofiersy that!
¢ o= .. fire was not the result;of design,.they respectfully ‘
(abpont ¢ s 53, R OF T Kol AL uran and M

s
xt s . K

“the evidence of Mx, Keating, Mr, Curran and.
gl in which it s,shewn, that.every meaps of;
.1 e : 348V

NN TE

- building; was_closed. on:the previo

B

oming}

Nog1;', 8 to.that of the sent
19 84 4007 (R Dty 1 Jvowé.r 99, r’lesij by}
e, 40 Mllgf-blet Mr...Charlion ‘and; Mr. Fi hich ghe
y info.the huilding, after it was on firg, is.exhibited.;
throuch the buildi ‘and.to-

""‘,1 \~’-‘ 4 t M
diffictlty’ of effecting anentry |
employe rough the building, ‘and.fo:
bl bt odt erally

2 ’;,19,.3‘4““?

. The,a@pamfﬁsgemp}qyed‘ for
ttribn 7 the’ piblic'and 'the; press, was of donstruction s astalthosbiee,
Prectiuds the possibility 6f fite “bing™ conin & he" 4
o 17,.85r. /hfter: Hie five; Hnck arestill fotiridy: affords afaple: pioof h
HIH R ;

Which! (evén While the,friqhity
(sppenix. 0 |
880450 et i originl of the fire is' nob.0 b iraced to.thib locklits

attributed by the pilblic'and the
7 Of fife “Heirg” conirunicated by'it. s The perfect atatd
Wik the firnace and wpardtuls "Gontie eﬁwﬁﬁ‘*if’%%%%
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. » By the drawings submitted herewith, it will be seen that,
(Appendix D. Nos. 5 & 6.) whet}; the fire hadg extended into the wardrobe and rooms
in the second and third stories immediately over it, there was a distance of at least
nine feet between it and any of the hot air tubes. The mode of heating the air,
which was by steam, will not admit of a doubt being entertained on this point.
L Mr. Wicksteed, Law Clerk of the Legislative Assembly,
(A,ppendlx Of No. 85.) a gentleman whose scientific attainments are well known,
indescribing the above apparatus, says: ¢ The hot air for heating the building
% was not allowed to come in contact with any iron, the other side of which was
“ exposed to the action of the fire, but the said air was warmed entirely by passing
¢ through a number of small tubes contained in a chest like a locomotive boiler—
¢ but standing vertically instead of horizontally-~ and the chest itself being jfilled
. "% with steam brought to it by a pipe from the boiler.of the
(Appendix D. No.8)  « gtoam engine, which was used to drive the fanners;”
and he nnhesitatingly adds: ¢ I hold it ¢mpossible that the air could be so heated
¢ by this means as to set fire to wood, saw-dust, shavings or paper.”

- Mr. Wicksteed’s ,testimony is confirmed by that of Mr George Browne,
‘ . : “ . Architect; Mr. John Buchanan, Architect; and Mr.

(Appendix C. Nos. 88, 17, Thomas Andrews, Tinsmith, all practical men of con-
and 86,) . siderable experience.

Every possible exertion was made to extinguish the fire, as soon as discovered,
by the inmates of the building and those who early came to their assistance.
. The means however at their disposal appear to have been
(ApPgnglﬁg-} ??I%Es 1, 5, gcanty, for notwithstanding there were tanks containing
9,12, 13, 18) many thousands of gallons of water on the premises, no
apparatus for conveying it to the upper parts of the build-

- ing had been provided, and thus it became almost useless.

To the indefatigable zeal and activity of the Roman Catholic Clergy and the
residents of the Seminary, directed by the Venerable Archbishop of Quebec, and
the Military under the immediate command of ‘Colonel Grubb, the Officer Com-
manding the Guarrison, is mainly to be attributed the salvation of ‘the large number
of books rescued from the Library, and the furniture saved from the part of the

(Appendix C. No. 5.)

building appropriated to the Legislative Assembly.—The assistance rendered by a, -

number of private citizens was highly praiseworthy ; indeed, all present appear to
have endeavoured to vie with one another in their exertions to remove and convey
to a place of safety the contents of the burning edifice..—On this point however, 1t
is unnecessary for the Commissioners to enlarge, Your Excellency and Staff having
from an early bour been eye-witnesses of all that took place, indeed participators
in the toil and fatigue of the morning.. ‘ ‘

Your Commissioners cannot refrain from here remarking that it is much to be
regretted that a Library containing so large a number. of volumes, recently acquir-
ed at a great expense to the Province, liberally assisted by valuable donations from
the British Government and‘lfm;irxi several foreign natiﬁn's, ha(%1 nolg bel;en.rendgred

PN entirely fireproof, more especially as the Architect under
(Appendix C. No. 38.) whose {lirecléioh‘itiwas cor};truct{d,‘ pointed out and urged
the importance, if not the necessity, of such a precautionary measure. RN

‘The plan on which the building was' constructed appears ‘to' have "i;gii;'ribiited |

. much to the rapid progress of the flames, there béing no
(Appendix C. No. 38.) fire-walls to arrest t% ‘ :
precaution so necessary in every exténsive range of buildings.

From information obtained from various officers of both-houses, the Commigsion-

ers are enabled to state with satisfaction that' the loss sustdined, after the deduction

e course of the devouring element—a,

it
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~ of the am‘ount’.‘of Insurance and the value of- the property saved, will be compara-.
tively small, and, with the exception of some rare works, not altogether irreparable.
Few, if any original documents of intrinsic value are missing ; the period since 'the

last Session of ‘Parliament having afforded time for placing on record; in an’ official”

printed form- every paper of importance.. .. - . o e
The building as it stood at the time of - the fire, covering an area of about 22,000
o7 - gquare, feet, being 240 feet' in 'its extreme’length, with. -
(Appendix I),"I?Ip' 53)“ ' wings at each end extending 85 feet forwards,  wis, . .
o 0. erected at'a cost of £39,507 13s. 5d.; of which £18,767
(Appendix E. No. 2) 13s. 5d., was borne by the Ilate Province of Loweér ' °

g . Canada, and £20,739 "10s. 0d. by the Province of .
(Appendix E. No.12.) ‘Canada’ ‘ SRR Py e, Lrovince ot
(AR . - . R

AAAAA

The portion erected at the expense of Liower Canada, consisting of the ‘west-
wing and the.body of: the edifice, was commenced in 1831, and finished in 1836, the (
{ans being provided by appropriations of the Legislature, under the following -

\cts, viz:— ‘ ) R A S

1 'Will, IV. cap. 17, for the erection of the Wing....ccscsursenses £ 9000 0 0"

3 Will. IV. cap. 12, for the Hall of Assembly......coooisisvises 7000 0 0. .

4 Will. IV. cap. 24, to Indemnify the losses of a contractor... - 5618 0 -7f

N : © 7 4 Will. IV. cap. 22, To complete = .. . ..
(Appendix B No.2) -+ " yilding, &Cuseeiseeresrrererenenens 809,15, 8L
6 Will. IV. cap: 45, To make good excess of expenditure......” 1439 17 1~

Totﬁl,‘ Ourrqncy.‘.....‘..............,... £187,67-~‘13 5

The new wing in which the late disastrous fire originated, was commienced in
1850, under the direction of the Commissioners of Public Works, and' completed
in 1852, in tire for the opening, on the 19th of August of that year, of the first
Session of the fourth Parliament of Canada, the only one geldfwithin its .walls.

o Its cost was £20,789 10s. 0d., provided for by appropria~ °
(Appendix E. No. 12) ‘tions of the ‘Leg,i’slamre.‘ T AP I

To the above amounts must be added £479 3s. 10d. for repairs to the old wing
Appendix B. N 1‘2 _ previously to the opening of the above Session, and:£1531
(Appendix B. No.12) * 75 a4, (*) for alterations since made, thus making the =
gross cost of; the building £41,786 8s. 5d., viz :— o et
~Old Wing and Centre .eivesssreerirsersermiernnssnesissrensinnnennss £18767° 8 5
New Wi coovveeersnnnenneinnniermanionsiionssoneeneasiniones 2073910 0

Repairs and ,alterations.....ceeeverssnseeicsnnnnn. . £749 3 10 :

dO e Hd»o ! --;»i-ouc-uaa‘--i;t-‘t‘----bn-;04‘1‘531‘” 1" "‘2:‘ 'hi" I"J“ ‘
DL —— 2280 5 0
£41786 8 5

" The furniture supplied, up to the time of the first meeting of the Le ,iéiatu?é“
therein, amounted to £3217 4s. 1d. independently of ‘o large quatitity’ brought
from Toronto. e e
A further sum of £2043 (1) has'since ‘been expended on additional furniture,

(%) ‘Comiposed of ‘8581 1s. 2, pait: of steris ini ‘M, Taglor's Statement (Appéndiz' B, No. 16}
?ﬁparenéligigr Iz\g}i;eli‘aéi;ions,’to Building ; and £1000 for-same-putpoge from Mr. Lindsay’s Statement;:
Jpp’en :-“'m,?‘f S . ;,:;:* ‘j‘»‘ [T R v »’ ".]‘J A - o = iy "’

(1) Coraposed of £715 ;@.‘,‘ part of Expenditure mentioned in Mr. Taylor's Statement, (Appendix; . -
E. No/“16)’; "part ih Mr. Lindsey’s do,, (Appendix E.'No. 18;) £1021.17s.6d., and £805 18s, §d.jn "
Mr. Bogly's Letter, (Appendix B. No/ 9L) . /e 2o 10 0T s e T
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-

making the total cost of {urnishing £5260 4s. 1d." not 1ncluchnfr that brought*‘

from Toxonto The whole of the furniture was valued in F uly lnst, by competeﬁt‘; :
Appendix E. No. 2 appraisers, at £7,246 4s.," since which mddltxoml furnituve
(Appondix B. No.9L) - 3%}o" amount of £305 has been’ supphed "The whols’
may, therefore, be sct down, in round numbers; at £7,500. SRR

'The Library, containing at the last examination about 11,000 volumes, wag col—
lected at an expensc of about £10,000; but as a great number of ‘the works.were:
obtained as donations, the real worth of the L1b1ary could only be ascertained by .
valuation, reckoned by the Librarians at the sum of £11,723, in their oplmon,ia
low valuation. ‘

i

The value of the cdificc and contents appear therefore to have been a.bout
£61,000, viz :— ‘ ‘

" Building ...... Cerersaerenenuren ervevernaeanen Crveerrerernenerasianes .£41786 0 [}

meture ........... Ceterenirennanne verines veesnaneenne i 1500 0 00l
LADEAFY  cvvveerrenneesvenserinsrsesnssseensennarensssnaenns revssenenes 11723 07 KJ
‘ f £61009 0.0

] .

Insurances weré effceted on the Building for £8000 Cmrency ; on the Furni-,
ture for ;558000 Currency, and on the Books £10000 Currency, vizi— . .

[
it

ON THE BUILDING.

* In the Gllobe Insurance Company ....... cerrevestersenenserenennn £5000 0 0

1
._._....—_——.__._

leczpoolandLondon do e e, 30000 0.0

i T

.£sooo o 0,

AL
o fuind u"“:

ON FURNITURE.

In Liverpool and London lmuxance Company eerenesreeeree ..:22650 0 0
In Royal " do .. 727000 010
In Quebec ‘ do arereaseessnn 2650, Q0

4-‘11!1 o

w~£8000 Oy

Tois

)

ON LIBRARY. - - wiv s’

- In Liverpool and London Insurance COMPANY+earverersernereas £3300‘ 0 0
. In Royal do trersrieenineens 3400 0 0
In Quebcc do cresnsenenns 3300 0 0
£10000 0 0
Total amount of Insurance...v.‘.,..".Y.;..}............‘.......................£2"6000 JO 0 |
t ) S 3’&/‘“‘:1

‘The moveable property saved, exclusive of the books and of some; artxgl@g;wh;ch
Apnendix B, No. 1. remain to be valued, is estimated at £1572 17s. 6d., which, -
(Appendix B. No-2L)  peing. deducted from the.total value of ity leaves. o balance”
of loss which is ‘more than fally covered by the Insuratice' effected-oir ‘the: wholef 4
Appendix T No, 20, The portion of the Library destroyed still n‘ué»smg i
(Appendix B:No- 20) oniplete, extonds- o8 httle more than éhé~half of ‘the -
whole, viz. :—8725 out of 17,000 Volumes T A ‘
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The Insurance on these, as shown above,. will be found more' than ‘sufficient o
cover the loss. . It will thus be seen that little or no real pecuniary loss will be sufs-
fered on any of the moveable: property,” which; was amply insured ;: the loss'will -

. therefore be confined to the immoyeable propetty, on which only £8000 of Insur- .
ance had been effected, and may be estimated at £32,000, (difference between the -
cost of the building £40,000" in round numbers, and the Insurance on it) less such - -

value as may hereafter be put by appraisement on the building as it now stauds, .

including the Steam Engine and Heating . Apparatus, therapproximative valie of
which may be given as £6,500, thus leaving a net logs of £25,500, = -
Although not strictly within the scope of the duties assigned tothem, the Commis-
sioners cannot refrain from availing themselves of sofavourabletan opportunity of draw=
ing Your Excellency’s attention to the mode of constructing public buildings destined - -
for the reception of the public records, or other documents or’property of value. They -

would most respectfully suggest, that all:such edifices: should be erected under:the .

immediate direction and control of Professional Architects, of established character,

and whose standing in‘their ‘profession would ‘be &' ‘éu&ciexﬂ; guarantee for the due .

performance of the duties imposed upon them. K Considering the comparatively. '

‘rifling difference which would be occasioned in the. expense of constructing suich "

huildings, commonly calculated ‘at not more than.25 per cent. additional, they
would earnestly recommend, that, as a general rule, all public edifices should be'so
constructed as to be exempted from danger by fire from without, or from éommuni. -
cation of it within, from one-sectionof. the: building to another; and even this
precautionary measure would. not, in the opinion of your Commissioners, be '

Justifiably sufficient’ in"such buildings 4s that-on the ‘destiuétion off Whickthey - -
have been called upon to report: "It appears to them, that such an. estab- °
lishment should have residing within its walls at least one superior :officer df
each department, capable, from his intimate knowledge of' the interdalliar- '
rangements of, the building, and of .the position and .relative, value ,of ‘the
‘ﬁi‘p“ﬁ'erf. contaived  in “it, ~to" direct, and, ‘v‘é(’gnﬁ‘ﬁlé‘;‘{éh_’ cadg”" ‘of. “emérgenty,
and- to: suggest the necessary. dteps 4o~ be- taken: in-any disister: similatito that
which they have now to deplore. With a physical force like:that-whickiyevén with- ' -
‘out.such intimate knowledge of the locality and its contents, was so ably directed ..
and advantageously :disposed byi-the Clergy and Military, noidoubt can Betedter-.
tained that, had one of the Librarians been on the spot at the first discovery of the.
five, all the most rare works, if not every volume in the Library, would, ave been |
pf thie' fiist symptoms of danger, early' removed and convéyed o a pldce o 'r‘}ggﬁ’ew

All'";yh‘»ij_c':h;is ﬁespgqtfully;stiBmitted. TS ‘
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Appendix A.

[Instrument appointing J. W. Dunscoms and Ovrivier FiseT, Esquires,
: Commissioners. ] ., : .
PROVINCE OF
Canapa. }

By His Excellency Lieﬁtengnt General WizLian Roway, C.B., Administrator of
the Grovernment of the Province of Canada, and Commander of Her Ma-
jesty’s Forces therein, &c., &e¢., &c. o o

To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may co‘ncern; ,
Greeting ¢

WHEREAS, early on the morning of the first day of February instant, the
building known as the Parliament House, situated in the City of Quebec,
was wholly consumed by fire ; and, whereas it is highly desirable that the cause of
the said calamity, and all the circumstances connected therewith, should be investi-
gated into and ascertained. -

Know Ye, that under and pursuant to the provisions of An Act of the Legis-
lature of the Province of Canada, passed in the ninth year of her Majesty’s Reign,
intituled, ** An Act to empower Commissioners for inquiring into matters connected
“ with the public business, to take evidence on Oath:” the authority in me there~
by vested, and by and with the advice and consent of Her Majesty’s Executive
Council for the said Province, I have nominated, constituted and appointed, and by
these presents do nominate, constitute and appoint John William Dunscomb and
Olivier Fiset, of the City of Quebec, in the District of Quebec, to be Commis- .
sioners to make inquiry into the causes of the said fire, and all the circumstances
connected therewith; and I do hereby authorize and empower them the said John -
William Dunscomb and Olivier Fiset, as such Commissioners, to sumimon before
them any person or persons as witness or witnesses, and to require such person or
persons to give evidence on oath, orally or in writing, and to produce such docu~
ments and things as they, the said John William Dunscomb and Olivier Fiset;may

t,
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- No. 15.—Réné Knnber, Usher of Black Rod
- 16.—Michael Keating, (re-exammed) : Ceoogh
. 17.—John Buchanan, Architeet. =~ - - CE
18.—Bridget Neville, (Keatmo's Servsmt) IR S
19.—Louisé Gordoti, Wife of Dwoir, (9:) - ‘ ‘ v
20,—John Martin, Under-Meéssenger of Legislative Councﬂ
21.—J. F. Taylor, Clerk of Legls]atlve Council.
22.—Revérend W. ]A Adamson, Chaplam ancl lerarxan, Leglslatwe
Counci - :
23.—A. L. Cardinal, Messenger of Legxslaﬁvc Asaembly.
. 24,~-Honoré Vézma, Joiner.
25.—dJean Benoit, Joiner.
26.—Toussaint Vézina, Joiner.
27.—Reverend Mr. Prrolet.
. 28.—George Thomas Cary.
- 29,—Michael Keating, (see Nos. § and 16.)
30.—J ames Doherty, a Messenger, Leglsfatzve Couneil.

3).—James Curran, a do.
32.—William Wmder, Librarian, Lemslatxve Assembly
33.—Alpheus Todd, Assistant do. do.

34.—Roger Finn, Trader.

35.—G. W. Wieksteed, Law Clerk, Liegislative Assembly.
36.—Thomas A.ndrews, Tinsmith.

37.—Joseph Fluet, Joiner.

38.—Greorgé Browne, Architect, s

39.—T. J. Murphy, Plasterer.

40.—James Charlton, Merchant’s Clerk.

41.—Madame Blais.

42,—James O’ Brien,. Pohceman, No. 35,

43.—W. A. Maingy, Clerk in Legislative Couneil.
44.—Pierre Chﬁteauvert, Mason.

45.—Pierre Campeau, Superintendent of Ch:mneys
46.-—Pierre Gauvreau, Supermtendent of Public Worke., .
47.—Francois Belleau, J omer

¢

No. L.

ProviNce oF} WILLIAM MeNICOL, a pnvate in Her Majesty’s Tlst

Canapa. . Regiment of Infantry, being du}y sworn' of:the Holy
Evangehsts, doth depose and- say :—This' morning, - ‘betieer' ten “iiidutes and
a quarter past three, I had Just beéxi. reliéved as - dentry. over -the Commis-
sariat Stores, and ‘Was' returning’ to’ the Guard :Room: at Prescott Gate, when,
at the head of Prescott Gate bteps, in Buade” Street, ‘I observed smoke
issuing from the roof of the:Patliament House, iiniediately: over -the. entrance
door to the Legislative’ ‘Council' wing. I immedistely gave the alarm to the
sentry at Prescott Giate. The setitry - gave’ thie aldrin” of -fire, and ordered the
guard to turn out. The guird- turned owt We, the gunrd; proceedéd to the deor
of the lower or Legislative- Council wing, aiid alal*tned'f tkie" inmates’ 3+ on the.door
being opened I observed fire on'the floor i o thie right janib of. a-door in' front-of
the outer door, a little to the rxghtih&nd.“ "Fhé five, féom the! sound, appeared: to-be
rushing through pipes or some openinglexding: ﬁf»to theroof: .~ Inmediately: on
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landing, when we were compelled to, retire,. from the density of the smoke, . Xan

entering I saw Mr. Keating, who. went, up-stairs with deponent, ag -f%raas;tbmgi
I

Mr. Keating went down stairs for water,;and each returned with s bucketfal, " M

R Rl “h. 3

Keating urged us to.go. to one;‘of;;tb‘e,nr,fo‘qmsg_torwe:‘Bomething-eﬂf,ampm;tan ¢ by

»»»»»» Y

we.were, unable;to reach that room,. being prevented: by the blaze, "W
down stairs;. went, into a small passage.to the right, ipassed;into,a room to
of the wardrobe room, :with. Mr, JKeating,” whom fgxgegi,tc dress .him
had only his, trowsers on.., I was then put-on, sentry .at the, Semi;

By this time the Commandant, Colonel Gruﬁb,'f‘ggq‘g,a.,;}a,rge,;nuni er.

persons had arrived. . All. the persons whom we saw; on enfering, 1

appeared: to have been just aroused from, their ‘beds. . The . were all_partially,
dressed. We had great difficulty in awakeningv-,zthem-%me,Qf.m&hﬂ-.\biﬁsmze&t‘r s
dows were broken by the but end of a musket before, we succeeded in, rousing them. . -
—It was a woman who first came to us, apparently from a door leading out of the
basement story, at the lower end of the wing. She rang the bell of the hall door- .
of the Legislative Council ' wing opening into the hall, the. door of -which ‘was, "
opened by Mr Keating. I think I saw,anotbégman,(hal_f-grgsgggg with Mr. Keating, -
The end of the above wing nearest to Prescott Gate was the last part of that wing -
destroyed by the fire. The fire seemed to increase more rapidly in the direction of

the body of the building, whence I saw books carriediout, .,

, (Signed)  WILLIAM McNICOL,
Sworn before us, at Quebee, N ‘ :
‘ this first day of February, 1854,

(Signed,)  J. W. Duwscous, ‘ o
¢ " - Ovurvier Frser, ‘ ‘ o R

( : ' . boarly,
'

N R . ‘ - - "
‘ ‘ . - s - ‘ v " i oYy T f'& v
o Nee2 o

Province or) 'D'ON ALD McDONALD, .a piivate, in ‘Her Majesty’s
+CANADA, Regiment of Infantry, being "duly sworn “on - the “Holy-
Evangelists; “doth «depose . and say *—I was sentry on Prescott Gate, this~
morning, . the first  day . of February, from one till three o’clock.. When
I was relieved, at the latter hour, " there was no'sign’ of fire or ‘smoke at
the Parliament House—that is—I daw no ‘such sign,’. Shortly after, as the -
corporal was returning with the relieved sentries, b heard . an alarm. of fire
given by the sentry at Prescott Gate, . The guard: immediately turned out. L' .-
went to the wing of .the Parliament Hotise nearest tq*Pr‘escott"'Gate,‘,‘snd,gav,e;,the’ .
alarm to the inmates, . When the door was opened we entered thie hall, and imme.-..
diately opposite I saw a door, with the word ¢ Wardrobe” -marked on;it.: -I saw .
smoke proceeding from:the’ casement, of that door.. On the right of .that - doog I..
cohserved fire in the casement, near the ﬂggr.;ﬂrIm.cmssingu over. to, the. Wardrobe, ::
1 observed another door. on the right, leading into a passage,, .whi%lqj communicated
with a flight. of stairg ‘leading. .to the basement story:", The fire was not:insthe. pas:
sage just dascribed, but immediately to. the. right,, hie. Wardtebe door.s . The
first person I saw, omentering;. was Mr: Keating. '1He (M. Keating).: brought;d
bucket:of :water.and shrewit, on ire;near the Wardrobe, door. . He,thenask d:

and my comrades to.go up stairsyto gt some. things cut.of anuppérrdom
up stairs with:him, but tie wasuaable, ifrom. the smokey; torenter that:xoom, whid
Welis:'ona\thedthixdva@gpx-s@-‘We“xretm\bedAdpwn’@st,ab*s;mud‘ 0 sergeantiordered’ me;to;
“fll in?. Qneof .our men remained: behind, +1.#83 in the building anot than
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besides Mr, Keating. He was a grey-headed elderly man. "I saw there ‘also'a
middle-aged woman. Both these last mentioned persons appeared to be inmates of
the Parliament House. They were only partially dressed. e had great difficulty
in arousing the inmates. When I first saw Mr. Keating, on cur entering the build-
ing, he had on only hisshirt and trowsers.” A handkerchief was fixed round his head.
The part of the above wing that was last consumed by the “fire‘was that nearest
to the Prescott Gate. The fire seemed to spread’ most rapidly in the direction of
the angle formed by the ‘above wing and the body of the building.” As‘soon-as the
‘Wardrobe door was opened, as above stated by me; I heard 4 rushing  noise, as
that of ' fire raging upwards through the plaster or some part of the partition. ‘Che
Commandant, Colonel Grubb, then ordered us to' be posted about the’ building,
and T was placed at the gate leading to the back of the above building, at the end
of the said wing. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed. S

| (Signed) DONALD McDONALD.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, - ‘
‘ this first day of February, 1854. C v

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoums,
“ Orvier FisgT.

No. 3.

ProvINCE OF I ENRY WALLACE, a private in Her Majesty’s 71st

Canapa. Regiment of Foot, being duly sworn on the Holy
Evangelists, doth depose and say :—On this first of February, a little after
three in the morning, I was lying on the guard bed, at Prescott Gate, when
I was alarmed by the cry of fire from the sentry. I turned out. The facts
related in the deposition of private Donald McDonald, just read to me are in
accordance with what I recollect having seen and heard myself.  And further

“

deponent saith not, and hath signed. : ‘

- (Signed,) ~HENRY WALLAGE.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, ' ) o
' this first day of February, 1854.

, p o o
¢+ (Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms, . ol
vt Oravier Fiser. N

No. 4.

Province OF} JOI—IN FRANCKUM, ' Sergeant in Her' Majesty’s ‘71st

Canapa. Regiment of Infantry, being duly sworn on' the Holy
Evangelists, doth depose and say:—I: was the Sergeant in ‘chirge of ‘the
Guard at Prescott Gate, diiring last: night and this morning, until -after-the
fire at the Parliament Buildings.- Shortly after three o’clock, I 'heard the 'cty
of fire:' came down stairs, and proceeded to :the main: door-of the “wing ‘of
the Parliament House ncarést to PrescottGate. 'I opened ' the outerdoor,’
and finding the inner door fastened, Ilocked ‘through the sash at'the left:side of
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the door, and ‘observed - a glare of light in.the Hall, reflected, as. I then supposed ‘
from the stove or from ﬁre about the stove. . Idid not then see; .any b]aze, At.was
only a reflected light. . I kicked at the door, to try and arouse.the inmates..:
succeeding, - I kicked in a-window in-the basement, story, where I sawia light!as!
the room was occupied. By this means I aroused a woman- and a French Cana:
"dian‘man; who'eameé_round to the above ‘main door of that wing. . Theysaid daor, * "
was then opened by Mr. Keating, who called for assistance. . T remained wgth my,
Guard .and sent'in- two or three. privates to assist Mr. Keating.: I did not enter
the building - afterwards. The part of the said wing that waslast conSumed by,
fire was the end nearest to Prescott Gate. And further deponent. sanh not, ;and
h'zth swned. ‘ ‘ ST TR W ;“,
(Sxaned) " JOHN FRANCKUM e o
Sergesant, 71st Lwht Infantry .

Sworn before us, at Q,uebec, :
this first day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. -Dunscoms, ‘ , PR
‘ “ ‘Ouivier FIseT. e

. . No. 5. . A
Pnovmcn OF MIOHAEL KI]ATING of ‘the Clty of’ Quebec, Chlef

~ 'CANADA. Messenger to the - Lemslatlve Council of Canada, bexng‘ ‘
duly sworn "upon -the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and Bay :—As Mes= . -
sengér - of the,_ Legislative Council, I was resxdmg, on the night ‘of the
thirty-first of J: anuary last, in ‘the wing of the Parliament House appropuated 3
to the Leclslatwe _Council. I retired to rest between ten and eleven oclack ‘
on that evening, in, the bedroom ustially’ occupled by mé on. the ﬁrst ﬂat of that
wing. . ccoxdmg to my usual custom, I visited all ‘the rooms be]on nig lghé "
Lecrlslatlve Council, about five o’¢lock on'the evening of the above day, and’ foun&‘ .
the’ fires in ‘the stoves of .the rooms which’ lidd becn “heated that” day elthere i

in<
guished ot s0low as to leave no fear. I must, however, except one Yoom' on“thé
second ﬁat, situated immediately over the Wardrobe which is on'the i rst flat; this .
room was Occupled by Robert LeMoine, Esquire, Assistant Cletk of thie’ Co il
and ‘was-locked as' usual; Mr. LeMoine having one key, and"Dyioir; a. messeng of
the Cotincil; another. Havmg no key myself, T could.niot‘examiné thlssrob” Tl
LicMoine had been " in this room during the, day. .1 eannot say at what Hour
LeMoine left, This room ig heated by means of a coal ‘fire'ifi 4 ‘grate: *Thers -
& framé 8 screenin, Mr. LgMoine's room, running from within,a° couple of feet'of the ..
grate to about,the middle of' the room, and thence: extendmg at  tight angles ow
the window. 'The cold air tube from the bottom ‘part of which 1 saw fire'issuing .
below passed throngh Mr. LeMoing’s room, on the same’side of ‘the room. ‘as'the -
grate, bug I cannot say at what dn-,tance from’ the gmte. There weretwo R egisters =
or openings_into the cold air tube’in esch foom’through which:it: ‘passéd;; ‘one“’aiear
the floor and anothiér near'the ceiling. 'The transmxssxon ‘of ‘the air ‘into the lower -
register, créated a draft towarde the opening.” In that: wing’ thele are five stovess
one in the room over that occupied by Mr. LeM()me, one i ‘the’ room of ] Mr: Tayloi
senior, one in the room of M Taylor, junior, aqother in the’toom’ ‘oceiipie
Mr. Maingy, and a large one at the foot of ‘the stairs.in the. Hall,"on the first
Several other rooms-in the same wing were oceupiéd by other-Of
Coincil, o, during ‘thé. vacation,’ usually Wworked therein the’ c'iay tlm

b h
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second .flat, the only room besides Mr. LeMoine’s that was occupied, was-that of
“the. Clerk of the Council, Mr. Taylor, senior.. . This room lay:-next-to Mr.,
LeMoine’s, and was separated from it by a thick wall containing a_fire proof safc,’
which- was built up from the basement to the top of the edifice.. When I visited-
the rooms as above stated, there was very little fire in the stove by which the room
occupied by Mr. Taylor, senior, was heated, in addition‘to the hot air-supplied:from'
the furnace. Mr. Taylor, senior, seldom had much fire in-his stove, because the
hot air generally furnished sufficient heat for him. On that-occasion, I closed the
damper of his stove, as I generally did, when I found it open, and I am positive in
sayiug that no fire could have proceeded from this stove to anypart of the building,
*A fire originating in Mr. Taylor’s (senior) room, could not have communicated with
the cold air tube above mentioned, which passed through the Wardrobe and Mr.
LeMoine’s room from the adjoining rooms. On the third story of the same wing,
the room immediately over that of Mr. LeMoine, was occupied by Messrs. Couillard
and Doucet; another room adjoining the above and immediately over that of Mr:
Taylor, senior, was occupied by Mr. Taylor, junior, and Mr. Adamson, junior;
and Mr. Maingy occupied another room on the opposite side of the passage. There
is another room occasionally occupied by Mr. Kimber, Usher of the Black Rod,
near the extremity of the said wing and adjoining the central part'of the building,
All these.rooms were visited by me on the above afternoon, and found unoccupied.
In all the stoves the fire was out or nearly out and the dampers closed, when I left:
The only persons who slept in the above wing, the above night, were myself, Mr.
Mimee, senior, and his wife, Mr. Mimee, junior, and a servant girl. Mr. and Mrs.
Mimee, senior and myself slept on the first flat, and Mr.' Mimee, junior, and the
servant girl slept on the basement story. The part of the wing so occupied by
myself is separated from the remainder of the wing by a thick party wall, the same
wall which contains the fire-proof vaults above mentioned. * About three ¢’clock in
the morning of the first of February instant, I was awakened by an alarm of fire
iven by the sentry at Prescott Gate. I went into the hall, in company with Mr,
: %ﬁmee, senior. I observed fire.issuing from the cold air tube on the right hand
side on going into the Wardrobe, imimediately behind the door. I gave the alarm
of fire, but was told by the sentry that information of it had already been commu-
nicated to the public authorities. I went up stairs to endeavour to save what I
considered most valuable, the Bills passed during the last Session ; but, on’ ariving.
at the top of the staircase, I was compelled. to retreat, to avoid, suffocation from

the dense smoke which proceeded from the room on' the third, flat, immediately

over that of Mr. LeMoine, I was so much affected by the smoke that I'fell to the
ground, and groped my way to the staircase on my hands and feet. DBefore going’
up stairs, I threw several buckets of water into the cold air tube ;in\the\Wal“djrjdbg,‘
and being assisted by Mr. Mimee, senior, I thought I had subdued the fire. . I am
certain that the first place where I saw fire was in_the cold air tube in the Ward-
robe, as above stated, and that at the time when I thought it extinguished, I saw.
five in no other part of the hall or of that wing. There had been 'no- fire in the

large stove at the foot of the stairs for a day or two previous to the above time,

the Clerk of the Council having given orders to discontinue making fire there.
The apartments occupied by me did not take fire until after the flames had con-
sumed the large door which geparated them from the other part of the wing. “The

[h2e
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above named Dwoir had apartments in the vaults under the above wing, but fire o

 originating there could not have spread to the rest “of the building, and these .
vaults remain still uniojured, éxcept where the flames have been communidated -

from without by the doors or windows: ~No fire engine arrivéd until’ twenty mi-

nutes or half an hour after the first alarm was given, at which time th'fire'had
extended upwards through the three stories. There is a very large tank, well filléd

with water, holding about six thousand gallons, in the vault of the ‘engin¢’room, -



There is-also a small cistern at the end-of the above wing, -and ‘Oqe;*/invthéjiééﬁﬁ'_
under the library, in both of which there aré pumps, And further deponent &aith "
not, and hath signed. ' - S :

o
. 2

Swoin' béfore us, at Quebec,- Lo : R R

-+ . thisisecond ‘day of February, 1854. S e,

| (Signed,) . J.W. Duwscons, - %7
L +Ouvier Frsgr, . ) .

“

f

P .. Nee6 - -
Provivce 'oF | SEVERE MARCHILDON, of the City of Quebe
Canapa. being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists;, 'doth
and say:—I " live at the corner of Notre. Dame and Sous-le-Fort: "St;
About twenty minutes to_four, after- mid-night, on ‘the, night of the V31
 January” last, I' heard thé cry of ¢ Fire;” 1 immediately dréssed my#el
went up the sf?s.gléadiﬂg to Mountain Street. ~Arrived st the he
steps; I perceived flamies in'a room of the Parliament House,, situa
new wing ‘thereof.” 'About ten ‘minutes aftér, the flames. burst out of
round topped windows of the central part, of the.end of the'said wing; 0.
the two large round, topped windows of the second story, nedrest 10 Prescott,
At that time the fire issued through the above window only.. I'then went
of/the iain part of the building, where I found very.few person I refirn
/8ee if the fira was on the Sncrease where I had first seon it josie, . ‘Both th

! hrdin et s e e oy Wm
mentioned by me were.oti fife; the flameés came aut of the said wi
- S e 0 '6f - 3 B

em and apparently. Trom 1. gecon
I B ey R LA T E i )
the' spot until the fire had -consiime
rive until half-past four, and T thin
f the flames, especially
ach the flames,

0 g
vi,v [ ” lenbugh S At
per stori or.three months back,. or m

g thro) es.. ' For twojor thre back,.or
served, ‘Wherieve ‘passed.in the night, that.there wad a lightin"‘one
windows, and to"the best of my. knowlédge in the same-window: from
the first flimes’ issue ; this light was visible only below - two-thirds: ¢
height of thé window and, appeared stronger than that of ‘a dandle, Wi
and seemed to be that of gds. 1 have observed’ He lighit.abve mentions
late ?18 two o’clock after midnight. . And further deponent. saith’
‘signed. . o - o T ST IR :

g
~0ave.
fthe:
‘ \ic??
fewhi

hr

by
and; ha

4
[

S * (Signed) © SEVERE MARCHILDON,
Sworn before us, at Qiebee, | L
B thig sécond day of February, 1854. |

(Signed,)  J.W. Dunscons, EEE T

RUNT L. ‘OMWEBLF‘S,ET?.' .
L
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' Proymes o,F} REDERICK MIMEE, of the Gty of Quebec, ‘Usher
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No. 7o ot

v
e
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CANADA. - of the Coult of Queen’s Bench, being duly sworn on the .
Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say :—Between . three. ; and. fonr.jolelock
of the morning of the first of Xebruary instant, 1. was.awakened by the
cry of “fire” given by the sentry at Prescott Gate. = I jumped out of
bed, and proceeded, in my shirt only, to the 'double door; separating the; part
of the Legislative Council wing of the Parliament House, in:which I resided with
Mr. Keating, from the part.occupied by the Officers of the Council. - On opening
that door, I saw fire in the right hand corner of the Wardrobe as you go in. The ,
door of the Wardrobe was on fire, and the fire appeared to proceed from the cold
air tube. I immediately called Mr. Keating, and we got water from: below, threw it
on the fire, and succeeded in extinguishing it. Almost immediately after having ex~
tinguished the fire in the Wardrobe, I saw, a large quantity.of burning cinders
pouring down through the cold air tube from the room above. I again extinguished
the fire that thus fell, by throwing water thereon. I then. heard a loud crackling
noise as of burning wood in the upper part of the building. I rax up immediately
to the second flat, and having looked towards Mr. Taylor’s (senior) Office and seeing
nothing remarkable there, I proceeded to the third story, and there found the ,ro‘g‘%rgi‘
occupied by Mr. Taylor, junior, and the adjéining room occupied by Mr. Doucdt
and Mr. Couillard, on fire, and so full of smoke that I could not venture in. "My
impression then was that the fire had gained ground too far to adinit of its being ex-
tinguished. This impression I communicated to Mr. Keating, on going down stairs.
Up to that time no person had come to our assistance. I cannot say whether Mr.
LieMoine’s room was on fire or not, when I passed on my way to the third story,
for, as 1 said before, I merely cast my eyes in that direction, and perceiving nothing
remarkable, I proceeded upwards. Some of the Clerks were in the habit of works
ing late in the third story. I have no knowledge that Mr. LieMoine'was in'thé
habit of writing laté in his Office. On the night previous to the fire, there was no
person in’ these rooms, to my knowledge, after Mr. Keating examined ‘thé rooris.
The. only persons who had a key to Mr. LieMoine’s room, were Mr. LieMoine him-
self and a person named Dwoir, one of the Messengers of the Legislative Cotineil,
who occupied a room in the vaults or basement story, cominunicated to by the ysrd.

. T am quite certain that the fire originated in one of the upper storiés of "the build-

ing, either the second or third, and was'communicated to the lower pait by the ¢old

air or veéntilating tube, which was made of wood. *And further depoment saith not;
' . ‘ A R e S P )

and hath signed. } R P

A " (Signed,) ', T. MIMEE.
Sworn before us, at Quebee, . . | S B
~ this second day of February, 1854, o S

- (Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms, L » BRI
“ Ovivier Frser. IR

No. 8. .

PROVINCE oy} JROBERT LEMOINE, of the City of Quebec, ‘Assistant

CANADA. Clerk of the Legislative Council, being duly sworn on

the Holy ' Evangelists, doth depose and say:—On the thirty-first day of.’

January lust, I attended at my office, situaled on the second story of the

[

e T




e 1{4

tikppe

wmg .of the Parlmment House appropmated to. the Leo'xslatxve Councll,, 6»W;hen
I, armved .at-about, ten o'clock in‘ the mmmng, the messenger. had ku;dleil
a: ﬁre in;: the . _grate.in my. room.:.I left' at one \,oﬁclock Py and ,retumed
about two: oclqck,”whgn, ;from,;the,- mxldnessu the:: 1y i
firgitoigo out. . L left.about four; oclock and. the, ﬁr' Wag !
quite impossible, that:thefire could, havea orxgma.tedf An’, my 1) J
joining-my room, fothe left as. I.go.in'to my. own-office; "was iunoccup;ed that”
righty towards Prescott. Gaﬁe,wwas occupled by the Clerk, M, .anlor,“eemor.
the absence of: the: -Speaker,.-the othenrooms on.the:same flat,. :are; ur;gccupggd,’b
a fire is daily made in the Speaker s room. Mr. Doucet and My, Couxllardf occupy
the room immediately oyer my own. ~They usually leave at' the sanie.time: 88y~
gelf, frequently éarlier. * “Mr. Taylor, junior, and” Mr. James -Adamson occupled.x
the room over the Clerk’s room.. 1 know of no circumstance that could have been'
the cause of the fire on the first instant. There were'two'keys to my’ %00 ]
was kept by myself, and the other by Mr. Dwoir, ‘one of the ‘tnessengers of ‘the .
Counc? { always locked the door of my office on . leaying -for the . day. ; Them
grate in my room was about five or six feet from  the cold air tube, - And further g
deponent saith not, and hath signed. : o

- (Signed,) 'ROBERT 'LEMOINE‘.‘ .
Swox‘n before us, at Quebec,- e
thxs second day of February, 1854 - R

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscons, Co e
“ Ouwvier Fisgr. . ‘ B Lo

o, . o .o e, . ; LT Cary g

. i L3 N . R f ! K
’ . . v ( N | L o v . ' v ¥ B
RO 0.1)- LT e K i o/;“,e '

Pnovmcm or). FRANCOIS—XAVIER DWOIR, of .the C1ty of Quebec, y
Canaba_ one, .of the Messengers of the Leo'lslatxve -Council, being
duly. swornon, the Holy. Evangelists, oth depdse’, and Bay. P occupledfapar”
ments in, thf. vanlts . .underneath - the. wing.of: the bulldlng occupied.. by -the
L@glslature,a appropmated ‘toythe . uge.s of wthe Leaxslatlve Counm - h |
before;. ,the’,ﬁle,, nameiy,a.,thew thirt, »ﬁrst of, Januarymlasst,y ;I,Lyv ent ;. int thg
‘room -.occupied,.By Mr. . Robert, eMome, on »t&e aecondqstpxy, Lq,a.bemt;w«,;ﬂg;wk 3
oclock,‘m;the’ aftemoon, .and’ theret wag., then, no. longer any. ﬁre ;,xnmghegegm
where I:lighted the. fire abouat seyen oclock in. thewmommg‘
LeMome ,aftez:wards . 'About sixin the evening L’ agamwent
room ; héwas not theré ; there was:no five or light, in:the 00
with me.; It 1 wag dark. .. Being, accustp;ned&to bhe:placa I {;\, i
standing it:was, very dark;. the sole objeot I had in.view. m entermg thig;rogm.;
to shut, the door of the vault in. case I should ﬁnd it open. ’ The.gas was 0ot 1i gh
ed'in ‘the’ paséage of the secotid story, but it was'in'that of the ﬁrst. . On léaving
Mr. LeMoine’s room I went ‘home, and having gone to ‘bedeabo 14 ning ~clock;
slept soundly until the, guard, woke :me at about; half-past, iTBé) 0%, clock by ,‘the ory..
of “Fire,” I lmmedlately went’ to the. first &tor “of the building, passi: i%by ther‘
front door.:: On ‘entering the: passarreI perceived the light of firé in x the WaitlFobs,
the,corner on -entering, behmd the'door. I took's pail offpwater;‘aﬁd'pn ,thro,wm
on.the air conductor, I pperéeived that the fire was, ‘rackhﬂg inthe upperupart of;
At that time thére was nothing’ else_on fire but, the lower par(:ﬁo?
then ‘went.. ‘up staits. to the. seaond story. and: opened the door ]
room thh the- key which ‘I had in my,. possesswn, and T percewed that th

3
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patt of the conductor was burning also there; and having gone up to the third story,
" to the room situated immediately over Mr. LieMoine's room, I found that the fire
- was more advanced there than below. The fire was there, as in the first and sedond
stories, in the air conductor or ventilator, which, in this room, on the third story,
‘was wholly on fire. I immediately went down to Mr. LeMoine’s room and thete
found that the fire had communicated from the conductor tothe carpet, to a'distance
of two or three feet. I then left the building to go.and inform Mr. Taylor’ and
Mr. LeMoine that the House was on fire. And further deponent saith hot, and
declaring himeelf unable to sign, hath made his usual mark of a cross. '~
| his B,
. F. X. M. DWOIR.

mark,

Sworn before us, at Quebec, -
this second day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
‘' Ourvier Fiser.

No. 10.

. Province or] TOSEPH EUGENE DOUCET, of the City of -Quebec,
CANADA. one -of the translators to the Legislative Council of Canada,
being duly. sworn on the Holy Evangelists, ‘doth depose and say :—I occu-
pied jointly with Mr. Couillard, an Office on the third flat of the Legislative
Council Wing of the Parliament House. My Office was situated immediately
"over the room occupied by Robért LeMoine, 'Esquire, on- thé se¢ond flat.
On the thirty-first January -last, I left my Office” about half-past . four in the
afternoon. There was then no fire in the stove in my room. - I am not aware of
my room being occupied by any one on that or any other day after my leaving-it.
During the recess, I génerally leave my Office about half-past four or-five o’clock, -
I have not, at any time during the recess; occupied my rooni aftei dark, aind am-ot
aware of any fire or light being therein, after my departure. I have always found
everything in my room in the same order in which I left it on the previous ‘after-
noon. I have never seen anything to induce me to belicve that my-room had been
oceupied during my absence. 1 know it to be. Ms. Keating’s invariable practice to
 visit all the rooms about the time the Clerks leave. Mr. Couillard’ left: the Office,
on the above day, at least an hour hefore me. And further deponeént saith #ofjand .
~ hath gigned. , C , o T e e
- T " .- (Signed,) J. E. DOUCET.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, . - . : R I
this third of February, 1854, - RGN

(Signed,)  J. W Dunscoms, ‘ LTy
, Ouivier Fiser. . S SO T

oot
o asomins ot b s i deotrs sl
- S
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Provivée of) | FAN GEORGE' COUILLARD
" CanNaba. ' f*%" one "of " the " Clerks - employed

¥

it O T [ETE AT VIR UEIE S (il

of 'Canada, ~beitig. “duly "sworn upon  the's Hly Bya
Y o wbabamaatd | bt il s " IR S NS A

say :—The statements  contained in''Mr."J; E." Poucet

e s Y e, TOUCCL
to' me, are correct g8 regirds ‘the ‘occupiition, leating
the room; o¢cupied by him -and' "wiyself jointly. ' The 8t
been 'in use ouly a few ‘days, and ‘was' obtained for the purpos
additionial  heat, “the ° hot “air’ tubes: not ‘being found to afford: flicien
From the time.we procured a stove, the aperture in the hot ‘air tube was clo

pigeon-holes placed against it. The man employed to regulate the'heat'belo
ordered not to send. any hot airup to our’ rooin, . after we. began to use!th
On the afterncon of the thirty-first January lst, T 1éft the Office about~half-p
three o’clock, and did not return that day or night;’ . have' never, at: any tim
during the recess, been in my room after dark, either with: or withous a light. ' Th

hot air tubes and registers thereof were against, the wall next the windows; and t
cold air tube was immediately opposite, to the right and left of the door. ' And
further deponent saith not, and hath signed. N
SR - (Signed,)  J. GEO. COUILLARD
Sworn before us, at Quebec, Lo o e
this third day of February, 1854, = o T
(Signed,) . J. W. Discous, ; D
e Ourvier Fiser.

-
o
R — e s -
. Lo
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§ Y o y ) T q:w .o . . } ’ Y R "‘4_“,"‘ “‘4
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Rrovince of: THOMA& GLEESON, of-the. City
- OANADA, 7. . Agenty;. being* duly..sworn ..on, the-
depose ‘and ; say 1+~ am Captain of. thei Fire:Q
“-No.i:2:/Company.” . About; threei o'clock 7o
Febuuary: instant; " not'. liter~ than' ten - minute
of :the- City' Police, ‘came ‘to ty: residence;
the Police - 'Station,”.and. informied /uie tha
I being thet ripy’: proeeeded. . irii ediately:
leading’ /from Champlain'.« Street i to" :
Mountain ‘Street, T observed: -still light. ‘
theiParliament House Heatest’ Prescott” G eni thrauigh/the pp
of:thefirst arched witidow neafest:to Présc ttGates o T'w £0 o1
above: wing;. and:inquired of. the :sentry-if- theréiwas, &

if such were:thé.case, mo:gieater: alarm’ wag: g
Shortly, afterd observed’ smoke: issuiniz: £rof
then:the only persots o ‘the | gx )  exceptio:

r my arrival, ‘T énteied.

who had overtaken e socn afte B . énte
smoke in'the hall was very' dense, and T perceived: thio: fire

othiith v the?!
foot-from it: "I opened the wardrobe ' door; fimedjately

y ' S
I
m it. I ope ‘ and s fovnd inim
hand, a large quantity-of burning cinders" on th ‘floor:'und" again

dﬁik,'tlgé ;id&m* ]
It was-gee

the' partition which séparated-the hall fio

g
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on the outer side of which I had seen fire in the hall.. . These cindei's were in the.
corner of the room and behind the’ door whish I had opened. I sent McLatchey
£6 fetch water, thinking that the fire was confined to the above part of the building,
While engaged in throwing water on.the above spot, and going thence to-the en-
trance door, where I received the water, a large . quantity of plaster and fire fell
on my shoulders and back, “prostrating me on the ground.;'After recovering my-
self, f’ observed that the dbove plaster and: fire had fallen from'the: ceiling of ' the
“hall, about fifteen or twenty feet from the wardrobé door, in ‘the direction of the
entrance door, or about half. way between the one and the other, 'Entertaining no
hope of ‘saving the building, I then directed .my attention and that of my men to -
saving the books in the Library, And further deponent saith not, and hath

signed. J T
L . e (Signed,) THOMAS' GLEESON.
Sworn before us, at Quebee, o B o
this third of February, 1854, '

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
- o Ouvier Fiser.

No. 13. h

Province oF EDWARD REYNOLDS,. of the City of Quebec, “being
Canapa, - duly sworn on'the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say :—
I'am o Sergeant in the City Police. On the morning of the first of February
instant, I "was on guard at the Champlain Street” Station House, . when at
about a quarter past three, Policeman Andrew McCort came to the Station
. House, and told me the Parliament House was on fire. I alarmed Ca tain
Gleeson, and hastened to the Upper Town. On arriving at the top of Cham-
plain  Street Steps, I observed a light in_one of the windows at the ehd - of
tlie new wing of the Parliament House. I think it was the second window
of the second story. It may have been the-first window. I was accompanied by
several of the Police, among whom were Clouet, Campbell and Neelan. We went
* to the front door of the above wing. I rushedin.  Isiw a ‘fire;in the corner,'on
the right ‘hand side of a room, the door-of which ‘opened upon the Hall; and. ‘was
immediately ‘opposite’the entrance door. A few-. minutes “after, a puff of smoke
issued from the above room, while we were throwing snow and water upon the fire,
and ‘we' were 'soon compelled to retire. +Being, almost-suffocated, I went tothe outer
door. .- While. standing ‘there, I turned.round and perceived the -ceiling: ovei'the .
cenitre of the Hall on fire. .I then'gave up all hopes of saving the biiilding, *: Tm-
mediately after, the Clergy, coming apparently” fromi the Atchbishop’s Palace and
the Seminary, accom panied’by the’ Scholars ‘of :the’ Seminary; ‘arrivedy -thevArch~
bishop - directing, them from his window to save :the books and deposit them in-the
‘Palace. We joined them in endeavouting to save the books and furniture: “Soon -
after, Colonel” Grubb came with a company of ‘soldiers. . Several other companies
arrived ‘afterwards. The- efforts of all persons were then directed to:saving the
books and furniture, the general-impression being that it was ‘then useless. to -
attempt to save the building. And further deponent saith not, and ‘hath signed:
o o (Signed;) ~ EDWARD REYNOLDS."
Storn before us, at Qiiebee, - ‘ A
S this third of February; 1854, C oo
(Signed,)  J. W. Duiscons, ' o R
« "~ "Owwvier Fiser. . B S

®




Pnovmcn OF, ANDRDW MCCORT of‘ thc Cxty of Quebcc, bezng dul
Canapa. - sworn .on the Holy Ilvaurrehsts, doth- depose. and . sayit~
I am.one of the City Police. -On the morning. of . the firsts of : ‘ebruary 1nstanth
I left the No. 1' Station House, behind the. Cxty Hall, . in company .with,
Policeman Rigby, about half-past two olclock.’ ~We'* were onthe ' Upper
Town Market—place when the clock struck three. :Almost, xmmedxately afte ,
we were informed by an Artilleryman that the Parliament ‘House.was' on
fire. Righby left to goto No. 1 Station, and I hastened. to alarm the € Cham
plain Station. ' As' I went down Mountain Street I turned round an
at the back of the new wing of the” Parliament House, but saw there “nolig
or other signs of fire. I gave.thc alarm to Mr. Russell, Chief of Pohce ‘als
at Champlmn Street Station ; and as I returned up Mounta,m Street Isaw- 9 still
light in two of the windows of that wing, on the second story, on that front, visible
from the head of Champlain Street Steps. Upon entering. the  building, I saw '
burning cinders in a room, the door of which was' immediately oR posite 't %x miait
ertrance door of that wing, on. the opposite side of the hall. ° These cinders were
confined to one corner behind the door; on the nght hand s1de. After ha’vmg cor
vinced myself that there was no fire elsewliere on the first flat, T Went to the sthirn
rand on looking up, I percexved that there. was fireson the _second. {story, ¢
witich smoke proceeded from. it that T was ¢onvinced all'was on. fire’ aboye,
after'T'was sent by Mr. Russell to the'Rev. Dr. Adamscn, ' to iiform him tha
wing in. ‘which the lerary was situdte was on firé; and when I returned t
wing was in ﬁames. And further deponent saxth not, nnd hath swned :

AR (Szgned,) : ANDREW MCCORT'“

Swom before. us, at Quebae, L
thls third of February, 1854,

(Slgned) -J.W. DunscomMs, | =~
n OLIVILE F]snrp_ Lo e

[ G ey

Pnovmcm or RDNE KIMBER, of it the | Oltylbf‘ Quebec, +Grentleman:
OANADA., of : the. Black Re;d,%bemo ‘duly sworn onshe;Holy B ange
hsts, doth . depoSe and say :-<In:my. quality,siof .Usher:«of i the Blapkmﬁod’
T-occupied a- room ‘on, the 'third ‘flat -of the . Le, xslwtxve Qouneil;wing 6
Parliament. Buildings. “On the. thirty-first of ::January’ Jast; s went
above:room -about " five. ‘o’clock in the' afternoon, .remained’ about Hve:
left' and "did inot return that. day X-/did . not - light;the:; gas ‘that | dayrM:
room .was ' neat the - erd. of ‘the’ wmd*»‘whei'e t;n;rconn:ec s awithy theﬁbbdy‘ ‘
‘building:: it ‘was lighted by :the ‘apper" “part fourth arched ‘wmé‘f
isy-the oné hiost' distant frof Prescott Gatep ~'Thisiroom
previous to the fire, heated by means’6f a’pipe proteeding
oceupied by Messri, Doucet and Couillard; and-on‘thes
‘to'be much heat.in the pipe, s the' room appeare& of the usuah temper{:tﬁ
dmner Hour:is'six; and ‘ever refurtied: to my: ofﬁce after, dmnér, during»ﬁh
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I occasionally smoked in my room but did not do so on the above day. And fur-
ther deponent saith not, and hath signed. o

(Signed,)  RENE KIMBER.

Sworn before us, at Quebec, .
‘ thig third of February, 1854,

(Signed,) J. W. Dunsconms,
“ Ovrvier Fiser,

No. | 6

Province or MICHAEL KEATING, examined on the second.of Febru-
 CANADA. 7~ ary instant, being re-called and re-examined, ‘doth depose
and further say:—I was in the habit of going into the loft over the Legisla- .
tive Council Wing after dark, with a candle.  On the evening previous to
the fire, I went into that loft, with a candle, about eight o’clock, That
loft extends all over the above wing and part of the body of the main building,
as far as the cupola. There was an immense quantity of books and of” printed
papers in the above loft, a great many of which were arranged by me. They
were deposited there on shelves, some of which were placed along the walls
and upon tables laid upon tressels on the floor. The weather being mild on
that evening, and kaowing that, when it thawed, the snow as it melted, came
through the roof, I went up, on that evening, to protect any papers or books that
might be exposed to injury from wet, . The candle I took in my hand was in a
chamber candlestick, and was s Belmont sperm candle. ' As I had intended to
~arrange some of the papers and books in this loft, I had told the wife of Dwoir, the
messenger mentioned in the deposition made by me on the second instant,to sweep
up the floor of the loft. On going up, on the above evening, I perceived a screen
and some boards placed on one of the shelves, whick 1 intended to use the next day,
in arranging the said papers and books. I removed the sereen and boards from the
‘'shelves, and carried them down ‘stairs. While doing this, I placed the candlestick
upon one of the tables in the centre of. the loft, but, having always been much on
my guard against fire, I do not think it possible that fire could have been commu-
nicated to any of the papers from the candle, especially as there was a great deal of
dampness in the loft. at, that time. - I remained in-the loft .about a. quarter of. an
hour at the utmost None of the gentlemen in the employ-of the Legislative
Council were in the habit of going to their rooms'in the evening, during the recess
with the exception of the following :=Mr. Taylor, senior, came. almost every evens.
ing, and frequently remained as late as. eleven o'clock. = Mr. Maingy also frequently
came, by order of Mr. Taylor, to read the proofs. Mr. Maingy’s room. is.on the
epposite side of the passage, that is, opposite to Mr. Doucet’s room. . Whern Mr.
aingy came, he lighted the gas in his own room, and the door of Mr.-Doncet’s
" room being generally open, the light would be discernable in-the strest through:the
+ arched, part of the windows. visible from Mountain, Street. There are two arched '
windows in the room occupied by Mr.. Doucet and Mr. Couillard, but the light' I
speak of would be more distinctly visible through. the one ‘immediately opposite
Mr. Doucet’s door, to wit, the first one from the Prescott Gate. Mr.. Kimber, fre- .
quently remained in his room late, that is, till after dark. I do not think anyof
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the above gentlemen were in the building late on the evening preceding the. fir¢

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed. . " ST e
s (Sigued) M. KEATING,: -

- t
.
S A
Coa

Sworn befor qé; at,‘Québep, o ’
. this third of February, 1854.

v "' . \
(Sigaed,) J. W. Dusscous,” .
o \ ‘OmvxE‘& ,FIBE’I‘. ) P §\ o ) ‘
tL AT, ) i LI
' (Vide, ilso Nok. 5 did 29.) :

oo

" No. I1.

. col ) L . IR T

Province or ] TOHN BUCHANAN, of ‘the City of " Quebec, Architeet,
CaNnapa, being’ duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, _doth’:depose: .-
and say:—I am employed by Mr. Garth to “superintend. the apparatus”em- -+
gloyedﬂ for héating and ventilating the Parliament Buil‘din%s; lately  destroyed. .
y fire. I was in that employment on'. the thirty-first January last.” On. -
. that day 1left the Engine and Fanner rom at’ four o'clock in' the 'afterhoon.
and did not return that day.  Being awskened by an alarm of fire on the'morn- .
ing of the first of February instant, I,went -to the Parliament Buildings, ‘where - -
the fire was said to be, and arrived ‘there "about half-past_four. ' On. Visiting * *
the Engine Room I found everything in the usual .order. . There was somgl‘s]a‘.qﬁ‘ K
fire in: the' furhace. ‘I am well acéquainted with: the - construction of. the kot air
tubes in.the Legislative’ Council 'wing.' They ate’ supplied with air; hedtéd by
steam. * I.do not, therefore, think: it Possible that' the ”;fliyf*f‘})as%ip%’fbi‘bﬁgﬂl themy'at |
its highést’ temperature; could cavse any substance toi ¢ hieating appaigis

uie, , ubstance to'ignite; -Theé Heating appaia;
‘s in the Engine Rooms and hot sir" charber. is still “in "perfect iorder. - Aq'vbs-
quested by ‘the’ Commiséioners, I'have read the' depositions niimbered from ohy:
sixteen, and; from 'their contents, I amof opinioti that the fire cguld not Have
ginated -inl"thie loft.: -Had it ‘done so, the fire would-have shéwn'in‘a'blaze through
thel ejector, which" I remarked: was“the ' case on the' opposite wing,* when the'co - -
- tents of the lofs were on fire; s ali6 through' all the other'ejectors, I ‘think;
the evidente' contdined in'‘thosé depositio thé-fire must'have  firdt reac)

cold -air tube”in ‘Mr. LeMoing's' rooth; ot. & ‘Tootit “above otclipied by Mekeis! -
Doucet and Couillard.. - And further deponent saith not, and hath signed’. .+

k; fron- ..
édf«’ﬂfe -

; 3

RN . . (Signed) . JNO. BUCHANAN,
Sworn before us, at Quebec, U e gt
this third of February, 1854, e ‘ :
(Signéd,) W Dqﬁscoﬂg,} . ,’ L 1 N . j;;:‘i"":%qi": o g
Co« Ovivigr Frser. . o Lot
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No. I8,

Province or } [RRIDGET NEVILLE, of the ‘City of Quebec, being
Canapa. } duly sworn on the Holy Kvangelists, doth depose and
say :—I had been in the service of Mr. Keating,  Messenger of the Legisla-
tive Council, as domestic” servant, a week before the day 'on which the Par-
liament Buildings were destroyed by fire. On the morning of -the first of
February instant, I was awakened by the alarm of fire. “I carried up water
by direction of my employer, to be used by him' in ' attempting to extin-
guish the fire; my duties were' confined to thc apartments occupied by Mr.
i(eating. I had nothing to do with or in the offices occupied by the other officers of
the Liegislative Council. Mr. Keuting always appeared to me a man of sober .
habits ; he generally retired to restat ten o’clock or half-past ten at latest, and I
believe did 8o on the night preceding-the above fire, And further deponent saith
not; and declaring herself unable to write, hath made her usual mark of a cross.

* her
BRIDGET }4 NEVILLE.
meark.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, ‘
this fourth day of ¥cbruary, 1354.

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
“ Ouivier Frsgr.

~° No. 19.

. PROVINCE OF LOUISE 'GORDON, wife of Frangois-Xavier Dwoir, be-

CANADA. ‘ing duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists,- doth depose and
say :—My husband is one of the Messengers of the Legislative Council.. We
live in an apartment situated in the vaults beneath the new wing of the Parlia-
ment Buildings. Our apartment is warmed by & common stove, the . pipe
of which goes into a chimney which passes from story to story to. the roof of
the building. About two months ago the said chimney took fire,. and while
on fire the smoke which came from it appeared in Mr. Keating’s room,
the Wardrobe, and Mr. LeMoine’s room on the second story. ' Since then
the chimney has been ‘repaired. The day before the fire of the first of Feb-
ruary there was_not more fire in our stove - than usually. And further deponent
saith not; and declaring herself unabl: to sign, hath made her usual mark of a
Cross. L

\ e T
LOUISE < GORDON.
. , mark, ‘
Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this fourth February, 1854,

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
& Ouvier Fiser.
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~ No. 2'0.: R

2 PRovINCE OF JOHN MARTIN, of the City of Quebee, being duly sworn,
#  CANADA. on the - Holy ' Evangelists, .doth depose and say;--I have '
¥ been in the employ of Mr. Keating, Chief Messenger of the Legislative -

t Council, since the month of July last. My duties required me to atténd.
¥ daily at the part of the Parliament Buildings occupied by the Legislas
2 tive Council, from eight in the morning till about four in. the aftérnoon. “About’
€ two months ago, on arriving at the Parliament Buildings, about the usual, -
§ hour in the morning, I found that nearly all the rooms in the above ‘part of the

¥ building were full of smoke. The smoke appeared more dense in the garret, and = =~

$ in Mr. Taylor’s and Mr. LeMoine’s rooms: there was also a great deal of smoke

§ in all the other rooms. It being considered that the smoke that had thus filled the H

[ various rooms proceeded from a defective chimney, Messrs. O’Leary and Murphy,
£ plasterers, were sent for, and were engaged for nearly a fortnight in repairing the
 stack of chimneys, which passed from the foundations upwards, serving the ward-
i robe, Mr. LeMoine’s and ﬁIr. ‘
@ of the above stack of chimneys inside the attic was not plastered outside, at the
§ above time, but was afterwards plastered by Messrs. O’Leary and Murphy.. . Mr.
§ Vezina was employed to remove the wood work about the chimney,” I had charge .
of the Reading Room, where I was in the habit of sitting, when not otherwise:
§ employed. On the thirty-first of January last, there was no fire left in the grate
§ in the Reading Room, (formerly the Wardrobe,) at three o’clock in the afternoon.
E There had been no fire in the large stove in the passage for some days previous to.
¥ the day on which the Parliament House was burnt. And further deponent saith
‘not, and hath signed. ‘ : S

| | (Signed,) ~JOHN MARTIN. -
Sworn before us, at Quebec, ‘ o R
. this fourth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) - J. W. Dunsconms,
“ Ornvier Fisur.

w

No. 21. | o ,

Province or} JTOHN FENNINGS TAYLOR, of the City of Quebcc, .

Canapa. § Y Esquire, Clerk of the Legislative Council of Canada, being .
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:—I was in' the

habit of returning to my office, situate on the second flat of the Legislative

Council wing of the Parliament Buildings, after dinncr and remaining there

Taylor’s rooms, "and those above them. The part .

till a late hour, sometimes as lateias eleven o’clock. Mr. Maingy. was in

the habit of coming to assist me in reading and comparing official papers. Pre- -

viously to his coming  into my reom, he had generally been in his.own room on .

the. third. flat ‘of the above wing. - A light in his’ oom would, if ‘the door, of Mr.." -
Doucet’s room were ‘open, be: visible to persons ¢oming up: Mountain Street, through
the upper part of the arched window nearest Prescott Giate.. On the eyening.
the thirty-first January last, I left.my office. about six‘d’clock. - Tmmediatel
leaving, I rang, from'my room, for Mr. Keating, theé messenger, and having'r
several times® without ‘being answered, I went down stairs and rang the same bell

4
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from the hall; I then heard Mr. Keating’s voice, from above, inquiring if it was Mr.
Taylor who wanted him; he then came down stairs with a lighted candle in his
hand, attended to my wants and let me out. ~There was no way in which the rooms
on the second flat could be reached during the evening, in the recess, except through
the front door of that wing, all the other doors from: the centre of the building
being kept locked. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed. '

(Signed,) . J. F. TAYLOR.

Sworn before us, at Quebec, :
this fourth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
& Ovuivier Fisem

‘No. 22.

ProviNcE or WILLIAM AGAR ADAMSON, of the City of Quebec,

Canapa, D.C.L., Chaplain and Librarian to the Legislative  Coun-
cil of Canada, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, doth depose
and say :—In my quality of Librarian, I was in the habit, during the recess,
of attending in the Library from nine in the morning till three inthe after-
noon. The Library is accessible by three doors. The key of the door
communicating with™ the Legislative Council was in the custody of the Mes-
genger, Mr. Keating, that of the door communicating with the Legislative As-
sembly was kept by Mr., Cardinal, Messenger thereof, and each Librarian had a key
of & private door for their use only. Mr. Keating had strict instructions not to .
~ open the Library at his end of the building to any but myself. On leaving every
afternoon, the Messenger of the Library, Mr. Curran, invariably locked the door
after me, and received' my instructions to deliver the key to Mr. Cardinal. I never
went to the Library, during the recess, after leaving at three o’clock in the-after-
noon. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed. '

' (Signed,) 'W. AGAR ADAMSON, D.C.L.

Sworn before us, at Quebec, :
this fourth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
Lo Orivier Fiser.

%

No. 23

Province oﬁ} ANDRE LEROUX CARDINAL, of the City of  Quebec,
Canapa, Chief Messénger of the Legislative Assembly -of Canada;
being duly sworn on the. Holy ﬁVangelists, doth depose and day :—The¢ Par-
liamentary Library of Canada in the Parliament ~Buildings' was accessible.
from the” part of the building under my .charge, by, a doorof which” T 'had
one key, and Mr. Curran, the Library Messenger, another. Theré ‘was'aléo
a sccond door for the private ' use of the Librgrians, and’ of which each of
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them had a key. I ‘could-not communicate by the' Library with the Legis.: .
lative Council” Wing, after the” usual’-hour of closin%theglﬁbr’apy; in 'fthefr‘é'fff -
cess, as the door at-that end was' kept' locked by Mr. Keating, the' Messengerof

the Legislative Council, 'During the Session,‘a” constant watchis kept' all night;. - -
to prevent any danger from fire. During the recess, no person watches during’the’ -
night. . And further deponent saith ot and hathsigned. IR AT

(Signed,) - A. LEROUX CARDINAL

Sworn before us, at Quebec, . ‘
’ this fourth of ‘Eebruary, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscons,
“ Orrvier Fiser

‘ NOo 240 , Co B TN ‘
ProvINcE or HONORE, VEZINA, of the City of Quebet, Joiner, being .
CAnADA. duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth:depose and -
say :—About “the beginning of the month of November: last, at the request ',
of the Clerk of the Legislative Council, I went to' the Parliament Buildings,
and there cut the flooring in the attic of the wing appropriated to the use
of the said Council, around the first cbimnei facing the Lower Town. 'I. =
" cut sixteen inches on the side facing the Lowér Town, and nine inches =
on the opposite side. This was done to afford ‘more easy -access to' that = "
part of the chimney, in case of accident, from fire.  After the plastering of ‘the .
chimney, the holes thus made in the flooring were stopped up by planks placed across
them, but not nailed to the floor. The floor which I cut was'in no way burnt or
blackened by the smoke. Underneath the floor which I cut there was about four . -
feet and a half of the chimney not plastered, the communication with it-being in- -
terrupted by a rafter. The chimney-piece in-Mr. LeéMoine’s ‘room: was -made of ..
wood;-and painted in imitation.of marble. And- further deponent saith mot, .and
hath signed. S L ‘ L
o " (Signed) HONORE VEZIN.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, - ' R e

| this fourth day of February, 1854. | SRR S
(Signed,) . J. W. Dumscoms, - . ool
- % Ouvier Freer. 0 o0 0 T e

N ) “ . . \,Y
. [N RO e .
* 7 TR L P AR s

Province OF} ‘EAN BENOIT, of the City-of Quebec, Carpentetsbeing =

CANADA, duly sworn' on: the ‘Holy Evangelists,:doth depose and.
say:—Farly in the month ‘of November last, I was st the Parlinment - /'
Buildings: about one in the afternoon, when I was informed that ome ‘of
the chimneys in_the Legislative Council wing:was on fire: I saw, Mr.-Keating, -
Mr. Dwoir and his wife carrying buckets of water into the-attic. I went:up:
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into the attic, and there saw smoke issuing through the bricks of the chimney lead-
ing upwards from Mr. Taylor’s and Mr. LeMoine’s rooms. This chimney had shel-
'ves placed against it, and books and papers were deposited on those shelves. The
smoke passed through these books and papers. The smoke also came from between
the flooring of the attic and ceiling beneath. I called a man ‘named Picard, who
was then working for me in the building, and had him cut through the upﬁer floor-
ing of a part of the attic higher than the rest, a kind of bunk. The smoke issued
in great quantities from the hole thus made. None of the part of the chimney with-
in the attic was pointed. I remarked this to Mr. LeMoine who was in the attic,
I afterwards cautioned Mr. Taylor, senior, that fire might, some day, be communi-
cated to the building by the cracks through which the smoke’ then proceeded. ' The
smoke came principally through the rows of bricks between the upper floor and the
lower ceiling. I have been told that the chimney-walls were built during the pre-
valence of frosts; if so, they may not have been perfect. I think that every chim-~
ney should be plastered on the inside. I am of opinion that it was completely ne-
cessary to have the outside of the above chimney plastered between the floors
" down to the ceiling and” deafening boards; if this work was not done, the
building was left in an exposed and dangerous situation. And further deponent
gaith not, and hath signed. :

(Signed)  JEAN BENOIT.

- Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this sixth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
s Ovivier. Fiser.

‘ - No. 26.

Province OF} OUSSAINT VEZINA, of the City of Quebec, Joiner,

CANADA. being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose
and say:—I built the new wing of the Parliament Buildings. I carefully
superintended the construction of the chimneys, and I am sure that no- wood
was used in it; the rafters were placed at a distance varying from ome to
three inches from the chimneys, and the intermediate space was filled with
.- mortar: the chimneys were all built in summer, 'and were all plastered inside.
There was no danger from fire, from the fact that the part of the chimney within
the attic was neither pointed nor plastered. There was deafening between each
story, cven the attic story, consisting of mortar covered with sawdust. And fur-
ther deponent saith not, and hath signed. ’ ‘

(Signed,)  T. VEZINA.

Sworn before us, at Quebec, ,
: this sixth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
b Orivier Fiser.

E) A 1854

il
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No. 21. A

ProvINCcE OF GEORGE FLAVIEN EDOUARD DROLET; Vicar ‘of
Canapa. Quebec, being, duly sworn, doth .depose  and: say ;—

On the morning of the first of February instant, betwéen three and; four,” .

I was awakened by the cry of “ Fire.” As “soon as I ‘could dress: myself,

I hastened to the Parliament Building, = and,’ entering by the- door ‘o " the

New Wing, I-found the building on . fire. The fire, was within fifteen’

or twenty feet of the door of the Library at that end. With- the, assistance. -

of two young men, I broke open the Library door, and, on entering; found thére.a:
young man dressed in an'éioffe du pays square coat and fur cap, behind:the pait:of,
the double door not opened. = He hacil the appearance of a person anxious‘to.get otit, - ..
He passed out into_the Hall, and I did not see him again. ' I then repaired to; th
Archbishop’s Palace, and by his orders I caused the Ecclesiastics and ‘Seminary; -

N . . - av‘
Scholars to be aroused. All the inmates of the Archbishop’s Palace and Seminary

then assisted in removing the books from the Library. And farther depéﬁéﬁt“ ‘

saith not, and hath signed. | | ‘

(Signed,)  G. F. E. DROLET, Ptra.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, : o
this sixth of February, 1854. .

(Signed,)  J. W.. Dunscoms, ‘ —
“ Ovuvier FiseT. L L

N 0. 28,

Province ‘OF GEORGE THOMAS CARY, of the City of Quebec,"_‘
-Canapa. § Esquire, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth
depose and say :—On the thirty-first day of January last, I spent the evening

at the Music Hall, and did not return home after the ‘Congert held - therg' -

until three quarters ‘past one -after midnight. I did not-then ‘pergeive, .any:

light in the' Parliament Buildings. My . bed-room window is sp sitoated, that -~
any: great light in the ~attic over the Legislative. Council wing ‘would 'be;
reflected . upon 'it. I think ‘I should have seen any’ such light,: gL hadi
10 light in-my own room.. At the time I was awakened by the alatm ‘at the guard-:

house, between three and four o’clock, I saw no. light or sign

- of:fire through.the'

attic window of' the said wing, I certainly should have then seen it, had any such'( -

light been-there. And further deponent saith not, and k‘xg‘t‘h"si'gned; SN

Sworn before tis, at Quebec, - : ‘
- .+ .. this sixth day of February, 1854. | B
(Signed,)  J. W. Duscous, g

€. Orivier Fiser. B R A L

¢

(Signed,) | G.T. CARY.
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No. 29,

ProviNcE oF MICHAEL KEATING, being re-called and re-examined,
Canapa. } «doth .further depose and say :—On the second of Novem-
ber last, I was in my own apartments, and heard the alarm that the chimney
was on fire,—I mean the stack of chimneys serving my apartments, the
Wardrobe and Mr. LeMoine’s room, as well as the apartments occupied
by Mr. Dwoir ;—I went up to the garret and there found much smoke issu~
ing from between the bricks of the above stack of chimneys. I took some:
mortar and endeavoured to fill up the openings from which the smoke issued in
groat abundance. I reported the matter to the Clerk of the Council, who gave
orders that the boards around the chimney in the garret should be removed. Mr.
Benoit assisted in removing the upper floorin the garret, and expressed his opinion
that there was then no fear from fire. Mr. Murphy the plasterer was sent for, to
plaster all the brick work of all the chimneys in the garret, which work was done.
The chimney in the false ceiling or bunk was plastered as low down as the arm could
reach, a few inches only, after an opening had been made by Mr. Vezina the car-.
penter. The chimneys were ordered to be swept once a month, after the above
occurrence ; they were swept about the twelfth of January last ; I cannot say how
the fire took in the chimney on the occasion alluded to. And further deponent
saith not, and hath signed. b :

(Signed,) M. KEATING.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,
" this sixth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
“ Ouivier Fiser.

No. 30.

Province OF} TAMES DOHERTY, of the City of Quebec, one of the-
CANADA. Messengers of the Legislative Council, being duly sworn:
on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:~—~On the morning of the
first of February instant, I arrived at the Parliament Buildings shortly after
the alarm of fire, between three and four o’clock, and was one of those who
assisted in breaking open the door of the Library leading from the Legis-
lative Council wing to it. On entering I did not see any one in the Lib-
rary. After being some time engaged in saving the books, I'broke one of ‘the
front windows looking into the front yard, and left the Library by passing:
through the window so broken. I then, with the assistance of some others, broke
open the main entrance to the Liegislative Assembly, and assisted in removing the
furpiture from the hall. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

, ‘ (Signed,) JAMES DOHERTY.
Sworn before us, at Quebee, ‘ o
this sixth of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscous,
s QOrivier Fiser.




Legislative Assembly, and a third one, which was privateand  for ‘the useo

_1an, the Messenger to the Library, had a key.of each of the doors, last, me;
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No. 31.

Province or} AMES CURRAN; of the City of Quebec, Messenger to
CANADA. the Library of the Legislature of Canada, being :duly
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:—On. the  thirty-
first of January last, I left the Library about half-past four in the after-
noon, having previously locked the door that communicated with the Legislative .
Council, and hung up the key in Dr. Winder’s apartment. I went out by the
door communicating with ~the Legislative Assembly -end of the wing, and
took the key home with me. There had been no strangers in the Library that -
day, in consequence of an order from the Librarian requiring all introductions to be
renewed. I invariably took home with me the last mentioned key. I am sure that
no person was in the Library when I left, as above stated. . T had also a key of.a
private door, used only by the Librarians. And further deponent saith .not, and
hath signed. ‘ R
(Signed,) JAMES CURRAN.
Sworn before us, at Quebee, ‘ ot s
this sixth of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoums, *
“ Ouwvier Fiser.

No. 32.

CANnADA. -to the Legislative Assembly of Canada, being duly
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:—I was at the Par- .
liamentary Library on the thirty-first Japuary last, and left it, that day,
at about . half-past two o’clock in the afternoon. In consequence of certain -
depredations having been . committed in -the Library, an order -had’ been
given forbidding the entry of any visitor, except upon a fresh order from a
member of, the Legislature. - This had been thie cause of very few visitors coming -

Provice OF} WILLIAM WINDER, of the City of Quebee, Librarian

~ to the Library for some days previous to the fire. On the thirty-first of January, .

1 believe only one_stranger visited the Library. The Library was accessible by .
three doors:—one at the Legislative Council end, anotheir to communicate w;;}ifthe
.of ;the

Librarians only... Bach Librarian had akey of ‘the above private door. | M

There were, two keys_to the door at the Legislative” Council end ‘of ‘the Ll

one in the. custody of Mr. Keating, dnd the other kept in the Library and. us

3 : Mr. Keating, and the other kept in the:Library and,used by: -
. Mr. Curran to lock the door inside, previously to his leaving in'the afternoon. -And *

further déponent saith .not, and hath signed. ’ L
(Signed,) ~ WILLIAM WINDER, i@
C : -+ Librarian, IL.A. -

ST

Sworn before us, at Quebec, . o R
: this sixth day of February, 1854, . -

. (Signed J.W. DUN‘séoMB
oL« ‘,) Ouivier Fiser. ’
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No. 33.

Province orF ) ALPI—IEUS TODD, of the City of Quebec, Assistant
Canapa. ) Librarian to the Logislative Assembly, being duly sworn
on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:—I have read the deposi-
tion of William Winder, and I fully corroborate it. On the morning of
the thirty-first January, on my arrival at the Library, about half-past
nine, I discovered a slight smell of smoke, apparently proceeding from the
hot air register. I sent the Messenger to inform the persons baving charge of
the heating apparatus. He returned shortly after and informed me that nothing
was wrong. The smell diminished in the course of the day, and had entirely dis-
appeared when I left at about three o’clock’ in the afternoon. I think it right to
add that the same thing had occurred two or three times during the past year, but

. to a greater extent. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

' ~ (Signed,) ALPHEUS TODD.
Sworn before us, at Quebee,
this sixth day of February, 1854,

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscous,
« Ouivier Fiser.

No. 34.

ProviNcE oF OGER TFINN, of the City of Quebec, Trader, being
CanNapa. duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and
say:~—On the morning of the first of of February, shortly after the alarm
of fire, about half-past three or four o’clock, I endeavoured to enter the Li-
gislative Council wing of the Parliament Buildings by the door communi-
cating with the front yard, but I was prevented from entering by a large quan-
tity of plaster and fire which fell from the ceiling of the hall; the part of the
celling that fell was near the reading room door, and was about six feet
square; I then went to the opposite wing of the building, and accompanied M,
Cardinal to open the door of the Library at the end thereof, communicating with
the Legislative Assembly. When we reached the door we found it locked ; Mr. Car-
dinal, who had the key, opened it ; Mr. Patrick Hartigan, junior, accompanied us.
. Onentering the library we found it so full of smoke that we were obliged to retreat.
The smoke appeared to come from the door at the opposite end, communicating with «
the Legislative Council wing. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed. '

(Signed,)  R. FINN.
- Sworn before us, at Quebec, A
this sixth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. DuNscomus, .
€ Qurvier FiseT.
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| No. 35. T

Province OF}G_USTAVUS ' WILLIAM WICKSTEED; of the Gity’
CaNADA. | of Quebee, Law Clerk to'the Legislative Agsembly of .
Canada, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose ‘dnd -
say :—I knew the Parliament Buildings well. 'I' was ‘Commissioner Jjointly: .

with Mr. LeBlond and Mr. Lindsay For building ‘the’ ngiSIatiﬁe‘ Asserably .
wing_and the centre of the Building, in and about thé year 1830, ° I'knew
the Legislative Council wing tolerably well, "having had frequently oconsion
to visit it on business, rore particularly the Library, which was common to both
Houses. T had nothing officially to 'do with the construction of the Legislative .
Council wing, but, in the early part of last summer, Mr. Ostell, of Montreal,

' tect, being then engaged in the construction of the Court House in that City, wrote
to me to inspéct the hot air apparatus erected by Mr. Garth in thé Parliament .
Buildings, and to give him all the information I could about its constraction snd’
working, I visited and examined it on several days, in company with Mr. Garth, -
M. Robert Barclay, foreman to Mr. Bisset, Engineer, of this City, and,, I think, ' .
on one occaasion, Mr. George Browne, Architect, of Montreal. I was shown °
every thing, and, I believe, thoroughly understood the whole. Thehot air for heat-
ing the building was not allowed to come in contact tith any iron, the other side = -
of which was exposed to the action of the fire, but the said air was warmed entirely -
by passing through a number of small tubes contained in a chest like a locomotive, : .
hoiler, but standing vertically, instead of horizontally, and the chest itself, being -
filled with steam brought to it by a pipe from the boiler of the steam engine, which
was used to drive the fanners. The cold air was drawn from the outside of the v
building by the fanners, and driven by them through the small tubes in the chest:
before mentioned into an air chamber from which it passed off by tin: tibes into thé .-
virious-Tooms to be warmed by it. I hold it to be impossible that the.ait could’be;
80 heated by this mieans as to set fire to wood, sawdust, shavings'or paper... Smcﬁ
the fire, I have been in the vault in which the apparatusiis placed, ahd' examined'i
There-is o trace of ‘fire there: The' chests of which I hdve spoken of. are su
rounded’ by square - casitigs of deal boards,’ standing upright, * exceedingly dry, an

combiistible, and there are tops to these casings directly” over the upperends of thd
small' tubes; these tops being also formed of dry combustible'deal boards; : Thees

1higs starid clése to the chest, and the wholeof the heated air, immediately after:p
sirig’ through the tubes, is-driven directly against the'top of'utl‘re’c@éirggsibefd_ljéhﬁ’

tioned. ' Neither ithe casings nior the tops éxhibit any’sign’of having beenton'f
at; iy tinde,-and; as theair must have been' cooler in' the ‘tubes, which:co: eyed
ait'to- the geveral tooms heated by'it; thin it was imimediately afterleaving
heiting apparatay; I-hold it-impossible that it:conld have inflameéd any suby
contiguous to the tubes ‘which carfied-it to the apartpents;‘or in the dpdrt
thiemselves.: * As-the time T made the above' inspsction  there as it the
“ Prowse’s dppardtus,” which is ‘on' an‘entirely different prineiple, setingwithor
intervention of'stearn or water; and inf whichi the air might be over-heated to any:exh’
ten't § bt this apparatuywas not in use wheri Tinspected the worksyand T was told: tha
it was notinuse nor intended to be used. Iamnbotaware whether sinotifhasbeensincd
. used. Atthetime Iinspected the works thé boiler furriace was very short of draugh
the chimhey tised for it being only-ari drdifdry chimney and:wholly insufficight for th
purpose. The consequence was that it was almost'impossiblé to get the stédn :
proper pressure; and when.the fire-doors ‘wéré opened; the'siolte came out info th
vault, and would of dourse find-its way through:any,opéning into the:toos
but without any-kind-of danger from fire. . Wéxé@ﬁéﬁlﬁe@' ‘together abot
~mode, of increasing the draught, and it was agreed tolead 4 sheet iron:pi

5 e :
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flue to another of the ordinary chimneys of the building. This was afterwards
done, and greatly increased the draught and the efficiency of the apparatus; but I
believe that the two chimneys were together far from sufficient in area for the boiler,
which, I believe, was of twenty horse power; and I have no doubt but that the
«draught would still be slack, and that, at the first lighting of the fires, and in certain
states of the atmospherc, the smoke might come out, when the fire-doors were
opened, or find its way through the joints of the iron tube, which I have mentioned
as connecting the furnace flue with the second chimney, and so escape into the
vault and into the apartment above by any npening. It might pass into the hot
air tubes, when the fanners were not at work, and so through them into any of the
rooms into which they led, but without any damage of fire. 'When I was 1o Eng-
land, about two years ago, I examined the heating apparatus for the new Parlia-
mentary Buildings at Westminster. It is identically on the same plan and principle
as that under the Parliament Buildings in this City, but of course of much greater
power-and extent, having five engines of twenty horse power each. And further
deponent saith not, and hath signed. '

c -

(Signed,) G.W. WICKSTEED.
Sworn before us, at Quebec, ‘ \
this seventh day of February, 1854.

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
“ Ovivier Fisgr.

: N Oo 360 ‘
Provinee or THOMAS ANDREWS, of the City of Quebee, Tinsmith,
- CANADA. being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose
and say:—1I laid all the tin hot-air pipes conducting from the heating ap-
paratus beneath the Parliament Buildings to the various apartments heated
by them. I acted under the instructions of George Browne, Esquire, Archi-
tect; these pipes varied from four to eighteen inches in diameter. The
large ones placed horizontally were all bedded in saw-dust, as a non-conductor,
contained in square wooden boxes of, on an average, about two feet square:
these tin' pipes were well soldered together. I think it possible that by reason of
a crack or any other aperture in these pipes, a litlle:saw-dust or any other inflamm-
able substance may have been carried downwards, while the machinery was at rest,

into the large iron pipes which connected the hot-air chamber with the.tin. tubes ;
this iron pipe was in the upper part of the vault and passed immediately over the

boiler and over the “ Prowse’s Furnace,” and I think, may. at times have been hot

encugh to fire saw-dust or any other inflammable matter ; this, when the machinery,

was again put. in-action might have been blown to any part of the building, and .’

into.a

Arom its being exposed. to the blast of the hot-air it might easily break out

flame on coming-in connexion with any inflammable substance ; I do not-say.thas,

this was the case, or that there is any sign thereof, but merely give it as one of ithe
‘causes that might have produced the fire. : ‘ ‘ Ll A

. ot ! : e
) (Signed,) THOS. ANDREWS, . .

!

Sworn before us, at Quebec, |

. this seventh.day of iFebruary, 1854. . ' c e e

_ (Signed,) J. W. Dunscoums,
! “ - - Ourvier Fiser. -

3
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‘NOG‘ 370X o B ‘ . B ’j o
' ' L o e
Province oF). JOSEPH FLUET, of the: City of -Quebee, Joiner, .being .
CANADA. } duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say :—
I superintended the work done in the building . of the new .wing. of:the -
Parliament. House.  All the pipes which. conveyed the - hot air, and;which =
were placed horizontally, were packed in saw dust, enclosed in boxes made of pine.
an_inch thick., .Those which conveyed the air upwards were not so packed;
I do not think that fire could have communicated with the saw dust which sup«
rounded the pipes, because the air within them was heated by steam. And fur--
ther deponent saith not, and hath signed. . ‘ T LA

: b

(Signed,)  JOSEPH FLUET

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this seventh February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscons, ‘
¢ Ouivier FiseT.

NOo 384n ‘ ‘ B o “%

s y
|

Provice OF} NYEORGE BROWNE, of the City of Montreal, Architec

Canapa. being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth dépos
and say:—In the year 1851, at the request of the Commissioners of Publi
Works, I furnished plans for the -interior arrangements of the portioh’ofth
Parliament House ‘intended for the accommodation of' the ‘Legislative Coun
cil, and a report thereon containing my opinion-as to. the best mode of Heating'
the same. ]Pt was then intended to heat the ‘building by ‘means ‘of two: fijr

naces, which I considered  quite inadequate to furnish' the"quantity. of caloré®
required. ' T recommended two' additional -ones to'be .placed,  bésides those"
laid down'in the plan furnished by me in the first instance, as being the’cheapest’
miode of heating the building. - I stated, however,.in my. réport, that"congidering
the iany advantages of ‘caloric produced from pipes heated by hot/ water; I wot
re¢ommend that the building should be hiéated with" hot water circalated’thro
such pipes, a means by which warm air might be conducted throughout/the bhil
ing,.without the slightest danger of fire; . And, ‘that it may be undérstood he
impossible:it is'thiat a building thus heated could in' any part beignited;;.
state how:this piocess was carried out. A boiler similarto a/steamboa boi
" built'in one of the vaults, in a stack of brick work, ' fof' the . purpose of
the réquired quantity of steam ‘to drive the engine, and to supply the stear
through' which ‘the atmospheric air was driven by. the:fanners, <A | pui
tached to'the engine, with & nozzle to receive the, screw ofithe Jiose.us

 ing water, when required. - The pump was supplied-from a;very large cistern
- structed so-as to be-supplied either by the rain or 'by water,carts, " To’preven
" .wiiste of' the warm air, the horizontal pipes were packed:in -saw..dusty whi

)

considered the best non-conductor of heat, . Registers,wers placed
.apartments to. be heated. by the warm air, to-regulate its:admissio
- great ‘difficulty in arranging these ‘condiicting: pipes,in ¢ ug
o 7Py

iginally construdted -without' the :necessary p
. thieabove means. The.above description:of. apparatus

e gd ot e e L DL I e A )
ly; besides:sechiing' a*continual strean, 6f watm-pure:
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or less vitiated, when produced from furnaces. Being satisfied of the importance of
adopting a system of ventilation, in conjunctivn with that of heating, my report
recommended that ventilating pipes of sufficient number and size, with ventilating
valves in each room, to regulate them, should be constructed and farnished with
cove tops above the roof of the building, and that they should be so placed.that drafts
should be avoided. This was carried into effect. When I was called upon in
'1851, to make the required alterations in the internal arrangements of the build-
ing, there was no party-wall or iron door in the new wing lately occupied by the
Legislative Council. I recollect that there was one opening in the gable of the
Legislative Assembly, in which was an iron door communicating with the new
wing. Considering. this door quite useless, as there was no- fire-walls above the
roof, and as the roofs were saddled upon each other, I removed it. On reference
to my report of December, 1851, I find that the Library was placed in the position
it oecupied at the time of the fire, by my suggestion, in preference to being on
the second and third flats, as originally intended. ¢ The position of this Library-
‘ makes it easy of access, especially for bringing books into it, and in case of fire
“ of removing them from it,” are the words of my report. By the construction
of the fire-proof safes recommended in my above report, ‘it appears that many va-
luable papers were saved from the late fire. After the Library was finished, and
a fine collection of books deposited therein, I expressed my regret that the Govern-
ment had not gone to the expense of rendering that part of the building fire-proof,
and, at the request of the then Speaker, Mr. Caron, I furnished a statement of
the probable expense, amounting to £1521. I understood thac the only objection
to carrying this into execution was the expense. I have read or heard generally
the evidence taken before the Commissioners now sitting, and am unable to state
the immediate cause of the fire. I am, however, quite satisfied that it could not
have been caused by the warm air in the tubes, which could not have obtained a.
temperature sufficiently high to cause any substance in contact with them to ignite.
The two furnaces constructed by Mr. Prowse, previously to my taking charge of
the works, were placed, by my instructions, in the basement air chamber, as a re-
serve, in case of the machinery of the hot water apparatus getting out of order.
After completing the work for which I was engaged, I received from the Sommis-
sioners of Public Works a letter, expressive of their full satisfaction with: the'
manner in which my professional services had been performed, under circumstances:
of more than ordinary difficulty, and their persuasion that it would bave tended
very much to efficieiicy and economy, had the works of the Houses of Parliament,,
&c., been placed, from the beginning, under my management. And further depo~
nent saith not, and hath signed. )

| (Signed)  GEORGE BROWNE. .
Sworn before us, at Québec, o ‘ B ’4 o
‘ this seventh day of February, 1854. e

(Signed,} ‘- J. W. Donscous, ‘ o
“ Orivier Frser, ‘ T

b
R

' ' . ' ‘7NQD"39¢ | i ' “f ((
. Province ,oa} "THOMAS JOSEPH MURPHY, of the City. of Quebecy:
. Canapa. § = Plasterer, being duly sworn on the, Holy. Ey\;;‘.yggli’,stwg,g doth,
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depose and say:—In' the month of" Novembex' last, I' was ' seut for_ 1k
Clerk of the Legislative Council; and" received. instructions’ from . hima?:to",
plaster the outside of the- Chlmneys on that part: of them; which pagsed
through the ‘attic - of the- Legislative” Counlcil wing, as I had  been informed
one of the chimneys had been on fire, and smoke had, passed’ throuvh ‘th
brick work. I caused a coat of plaster to be put on- ‘all the brick ° Work of th
chimneys visible in the attic, and extended the sameé A conmdemble dlstance
on one of the chlmneys, below the floor, but not all the way dowx to, the’ cezhnv of
the rooms beneath the attic. 'Mr. Vezina was employed to, ¢ut away "the. NIIVO
work about the last mentioned chimney, to enable my men to pIasber it ag far'down
as they could reach with their arm. My men did not go within the false cellmcr or.
bunk in the attic. The last mentioned chimney is in  the stack from the ‘miessens;
ger’s apartments, the Wardrobe and Mr. LeMoine’s Office. If the chlmneys had
been properly plastered inside, smoke could not have passed through the brick work
at least, that is my opinion. It was on the third of November that my.men com
menced the work. This was cither the day or the day after that on whloh Mz,
Taylor sent for me. .

h o | _ (Signea,') | THOMAS J MURPHY

Bworn before us, at Q,uebec, :
" this ewht day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscous,
“ Orivier Fiser. ‘ ‘ - v

No. 40 B :

Province or} TAMES CHARLTON of'l the Clty of Quebec,ibemg“duly
Canapa. sworn on the - IIoly Evanoehsts, doth depose anid "say 1=
On the morning of the first -of February instant, I was. returninghonie fro
a party, in company with Mr. Patrick Hartigan, when, -about half-past ‘thrée
o'clock; as -we "reached Ann - Street: nearly opposite  the Dnvlrsh Chure
we heard .the alarm of fire-given by. a'man who passed us. ~“We - proceeded
to- the Palhament Buxldmas, Where the. fire. ;was said to be, and. there found
 that thenew wing theteof was on firé," which“was visible within and nearly. opp
site: the . outer;dpor“of ithat part of the, b ildmg ‘The Rey. Mr, Drolet.
Q ebe@, amved‘ehc}ftly afcet;,dalnd,, t:his sugwestmn, we. t‘h;ata M
'Michael Donovan, Williand Scott, and a peraon {vhose nam
th;éL;brary door a,p the aboye end, ‘having first :
£ of t aﬁ door, W] mh is, clou le y;elded to: céur}prggaur .and:
~ oks,

: QJ. ;
Bp% ?«p»(ﬁv



.+ Library, and there assisted Mr, Janies Charlton’ and othérs in handin
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which we passed the books. I did not see or hear any one break any of the other
windows in the Library. And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,)  JAS. B. CHARLTON.

Sworn beforé us, at Quebec,
this eighth day of February, 1854,

(Sigoed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
«“ Ouwvier Fiser.

No. 41.

Province or OLIVE CAMPAGNA, wife of Joseph Blais, one of the

Canava. Messengers of the Legislative Assembly of Canada, being
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists,, doth” depose and say :—About a quarter-
past three on the morning of the first of February instant, I was awakened by a
noise like that made when the guard turns out, and on looking at the window I’
perceived a person, with a lighted candle coming déwn the staircase of the wing
opposite that in which I lived, viz :—that of the Legislative Assembly. There was
then no appearance of fire in the wing occupied by the Legislative Council.. Some
time after I saw a soldier knocking at the door of that wing. And further depo-~
nent saith not, and hath signed. . '

(Signed,) = OLIVE CAMPAGNA.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this eighth February, 1854.

(Signed,)  J. W. Dunscoms,
, 5 Ovrvier Fiser.

| No, 42,

Provivce OF}J'AMES O’BRIEN, of the City of Quebee, Policeman, beinjy’
CANADA.
About s quarter-past three o’clock on the morning of the first of February
* instant, I was at the No. 1 Station House behind the City Hall, when Policé"
man Jobn Rigby came and gave the alarm of fire; ‘stating that the Parliament
House was on fire. ' On arriving at the Parliament House, I entered the - Hall
~ of;the wing occupied by the Legislative Council; and nearly opposite the  otiter’
door, sagainst the partition ~opposite, T “saw fire on the ground and”ifi ‘the’
_ partition. The fire did not . appear to extend above two feet. I ‘went out into’
' the'“front yard, and, on looking upwards, I' saw that the fire ‘wis"much’
- greater ‘on the second flat. ' T Teturned by way of one of the windo in‘gﬁ{tﬁé“
L’ the'

. books, ‘until -the ‘dense smoke compelled ‘s’ to desist'and lesve: bythe windows,
* ! through ‘which ingress and epress were’ eaisyy all the time I'wids there. " Aind” for

duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say :— "
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ther deponent saith not, and having declared hxmself unable - to wnte, ha.th madoi-' |
his ordinary mark of a cross. RN RS

\ JA"\([ES M O’BRIE¢

mark
Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this ninth of February, 1854.
(Signed,)  J. W. Duxscous,
“  Ouwviex Fser.

No. 43. . ..

ProviNcE oF WILLIAM ANSTRUTHERS MAINGY of the C‘xt, of -
CANADA, Quebec, Second Office’ Clerk of the Lemslatwe Councll g
of Canada, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and, say e
I.was in the habit of remaining at the.Legislative Buildings later than the
other Clerks, for the purpose of comparing official documents with the ‘Ierk
of the Legislative Council, but I never remamed later ‘than .-half-past, seven -
in the evening, and I mvauably put out the gas in my room before- leaving
it; 1 recollect however, that -on- one occaslon, about three weeks ago, I.re-
mained in my office till. about halfupast nine  in .the evening.. On’ the thirty-
first'of Janmry last, I left my office ‘about half-past five; and did’ not ' ret,
to it again ; I did not light the gas that day. I had a stove in .my’ ‘Toom but’ -
there Was no fire made in it on the above day, the weather bemg very mild, and
the hot air from the furnace. sufficient to heat it. There'was 4 stove in. Mr. Doy
det’s xoom, but the stove-pipe did not enter the ehunney in the wall’ separatm
Taylors (junior) room from it, but passed in a contrary ‘direction; through* th
rooms occupied by the Sergemt-at -Arms and the Usher of the Black Rod, Fespec
tively, in which latter room it entered the chlmney And farther dep nent sait
not, : and hath signed. S

o (Swned ) W. ANSTRUIHERS: MALNfGY\.‘} :
Sworn before us, at Quebec, C e e
— thls tenth day of K I‘ebruary, 1854 T S

@S:gned,) - J. W. DUNSOOMB, T
Omvmn FISE’L‘. ‘ S

: 'uduly BWOID. ¢
masonry 8 d‘ bri k ‘
ntrac fo
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tered outside, with the exception of the .part within - the ‘attic.’. It is, not u1sual
to plaster the bricks so situated: the brick work: was, however, iwell pointed
in that part. I am certain - that no fire could pass through the chimneys so
constructed by us, even if one of the flues had taken fire, . One of the flues in the
stack of chimneys serving Mr. Keating’s apartments and " those above them, had
several stove-pipes leading into it, certainly not less than four. There were three
flues in the above stack of chimnies. The flues'leading from the grates could be
swept only from the opening in which the grates were placed.’ I think, the open-
ing into the chimney in the rooms of Mr. Taylor, senior, Mr. Taylor, juniot, and
Mr. Doucet, all led into the flye serving Mr. Keating’s apartments, as well as those
o.ccu[:lied by Mr. Dwoir, beneath them. Ang farther deponent saith not, and hath
signed. ‘

(Signed)  PIERRE CHATEAUVERT,
Sworn before us, at Quebec,
N this tenth of Fcbruary, 1854. \ o )
) ",(S:Aigned,) J. W, DUNscomis, o , o
, G OLrvier Fiskr. : o s

o Neogs. 0
Provivcs or) DIERRE CAMPEAT, of the ity of Quabee, Superin-
. Cawapa. " f X tendent of Chimney Sweeping for “the ‘above City, ‘being
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelis.ts,fdoth depose- and say :—On the twelfth

of January last, I caused the chimneys' in “the wing of the Parligment

Buildings, - occupied by the. Legislative” Couneil, to" ba swept by the "mien
" under. my charge. Mr.. Keating had .Tequested me, by written | requisition.
of the. tenth of same ‘month, -to do so, " The stack  of chimneys in ‘which .
the safes were built between M, ‘Taylor’s (senior) and" Mr. Lé;Mbihe"‘sj‘)’qqm:s}‘f{a‘:d
three openings at the top. One of these lod from the chimney of the, firesplace’in |
Mr. LeMoine’s room, and had g stove-pipe hole leading into it, immediately dbove
the fire-place in that room, but. that hole was not in use., The pipe-hole from M, ‘
Taylor’s (junior) room, also led Into this chimney. The second aperture wag ‘that
of .a chimney which communicated with several “openings below,, viz ¢ "the. stoves
Pipe from Mr. Dwoir’s apartments, in the vaults; that from M, IKeating’s kitchen
and room above, and the grate-in the Wardrobe, as well as, the pipe hole immedi-
ately above the fire-place in the Wardrobe, whichlast' hole, ‘however; T Wag ot in
use., . The third hole was that leading from. the- stove-pipe: ;hole, in MriTaylor’s

(senior) - room, ; This " chimney communicated with no- other room. * Below ‘the.

»

-~ but it had ‘been bricked up. * There Was no means of ‘sweeping ‘this chitiney, '
further deponent ‘saith not, and"ha‘th; signed; - Co t
i ) . L o .o I

stove-pipe hole in Mr. Taylor's. ( senjor) ‘room; there had been an opening fora grate, -

d

| (Signed) ' PIERRE CAMPEAU, .
A LR e e ‘Sdpgyin,tgndep‘gof;g‘ hi

Quebec,, 7
irteenth,of ek

s
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No. 46.

Province oF IERRE GAUVREAU, of the City of - Quebec, Archi-
. Canapa. } teet, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth -

depose and say:—In ‘my capacity of superintendent of the Public Works-
in the City of Quebec, I had charge of the work to be performed in
the construction of the new wing of the Parliament Buildings- in 1850:and
1851, The above wing was altogether new, being built on the site of the old .
wing, which, however, was entirely demolished, and new excavations were made
for the foundations of the new. The chimneys built under my superintendence
were constructed in the summer season, and had each proper means of communica-
tion for sweéping. In December, 1851, and January, 1852, a new plan for the in-
ternal arrangements of the above wing was furnished by Greorge Browne, Esquire;
Architect, by which all the chimneys, as originally constructed, were condemned, and
others were constructed according to Mr. Browne’s plans, being those now remain-
ing; these latter chimneys were also constructed under my superintendence. The
chimney leading from the Wardrobe, and connecting with. the chimney from the
basement story, was one of those constructed according to Mr. Browne’s plans, if
conformity to which the chimney in Mr, Taylor’s (senior) room was blocked up,
but, at that time, it was not intended to use that chimney ; it was entirely blocked -
up, there being then no pipe-hole entering into it. It'is only.this day that I learn-
ed, on examining that chimney, that an opening had been made into it: it was not
done under the superintendence of the Department of Public Works. Nearly all
the pipe-holes into those chimneys were made after the building of the chimneys
was completed, and not till after it was, discovered that the hot sir furnished from
the apparatus below was insufficient to heat the various apartments into which it
passed. All the chimneys constructed under my superintendence, were, of at least,
one b(xiick (eight inches) in thickness. And further deponent saith not, and hath
signed. . . co r

_ - (Signed,) P. .GAUVREAU.

Sworn before us, at Quebec, o D
this thirteenth day of February, 1854.

(Signed,) J. W. Dunsconms,
« Orvier Fiset.

PR

) NO.JHU470H‘“ L S L ;
Province or ] FRANCOIS? BELLEAU, of: the City of Quebec, Master-
Canapa,  § joiner,. being duly sworn on thé - Holy ‘Evangelists, doth -
depose and say:—I undertook, ‘in. :partnership ‘with) :Mry/“Toussaint Vezina, .
the building of the new wing of.the Parliament Buildingsy:in .1850.. The:
chimneys and other parts of ‘that wing were 'built in'the first instande™ according ., -
to plans furnished by the Department of, Public:Works, and:under :the super--. : -
intendence of Mr. Gauvredui::TIn " 1851+ several salterations'were-made to" the '
-inside of 'the ~building.. We undertook..the: work:required. by:ithesé; lte~
rations, and performed.it- according.to'itle iplans and undérsthe divections, of
Mr. George Browne. - The chinineys built according to'the: firet: plang were: each -
at least eight inchea (the length of -a-biick)isin thickness. J:dostot zébollect hot.;
’ the chinineys were built where the alterations were made. - The es 10w seen
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in the stack of chimneys near Mr. LeMoine’s and Mr. Taylor’s rooms were made
after the completion of the chimneys, and according to orders given by the officers -
who occupied the respective rooms. And farther deponent saith not, and de-
claring himself unable to mgn, hath made his usual mar]g of a cross

FRANC OIS M BELLEAU

‘ mark.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 13th February, 1854,

(Signed,) J. W. Dunscoms,
é Ourver Fiser.

Appendix D.

[Drawmgs (submxtted with the Report) illustrative of the evidence
contained in Deposm()ns,]

No. 1 —South-East view of Leaxslatlve Council Wing.
2.—Two views of Chlmneys leading from Wardrobe.
8.—Plan of Heating and Ventilating Apparatus.
4.—Plan of Basement, shewing posmon of Heating Apparatus. .
§.—Ground Plan, exhibiting course of Hot Air Tubes.
6.-—Plan of Second Story, shewing ditto.

Appéndix E.
[ Correspondence. ]

No. I —Letter to Deputy Inspector General.
2.—Answer to do do. .
3.—Letter to Clerk of Legislative Council.
4.—Answer to do do. \
5.—Letter to Clerk of Legislative Assembly.
6.—Answer to do do.
7 —Letter to Librarian of Leglslatxve Council.
8.— do to Librarian of Legislative Assembly
9.—Answer to two last letters.
10.—-—Lettet to Secretary of Department of Public Worke.
11 & 12.—Answers to do - do, ‘ Ceos
13.—Létter to Clerk of Legislative Council. : KT
14.—Answerto - do ‘do. T
16.—Lietter to Clerk of Legxslatwe Cotineil. - R
- 16.—Answer to, . .do do. Lo
17.—Letter to Olerk of Legxslatxve Asgsembly. .
. 18.—Answerto ~ do. -do. . R
. 19.—Letter to Librarishs of Parlxamentary leravy T
20.~—Answerto , do... -7 do do. Y
e 2L--—-Further answer to Letter, No. 10 C i"»; S e
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No. 1.

Goverxuent Housk, Co
Quebec, February 8, 1854

Sir,—I am directed by the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the cause of
the late Fire at the Parliament Buildings, to request you to furnish them, at your
earliest convenience, with a statement of the cost of building that part'of the above
edifice, which existed before the Union, the cost of the New Wing, lately occupied
by the Legislative Council, and the expense of furnishing the thie building as it
stood, at the time of the Fire, exclusive of the books. ‘ -

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,
Secretary to Commissioners.

o

Joserr Cary, Esquire,
Deputy Inspector General.

- No. 2.
IvspecToR GENERAL'S OFFICE.
Quebec, 9th February, 1854.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, ‘this t;@:drﬁipggv,éﬁ youis of
yesterday, requiring, on the part of the Commissioners’ appointed -t¢' inquire fnto
the cause of the late Fire of the Parliament Buildings, & statément of thé cost of

OfL... |
the building, before and subsequent to the Union, as well as the expense of fm‘j;"iﬁ'isﬁ%

i]gg l:he whole building as it stood at the time of the Fire, exclusive' of ‘the .
ooks. e e ‘ o o
I do myself the honor to inclose the statement of the cost of the building that . |
part of the above edifice which existed before the Union. B .
_As respects the cost of the New Wing 'occupied by the Legislative Council, and . -
the expense of furnishinig the whole building as it stood at the time of the Fire,,
‘exclusive of the Books, I have transferred your letter to the Hontrdble Cominitis=
sioner of Public Works, in order thatthe required"inférination ‘may, be given by |’
that Department, there being no-data in the documents.of this Office'to enable me -
to distinguish the cost of building from that of furnishing. . - ..« ;0 4
Idh‘qve‘ the }ionoi‘to bg,,I\Sii;,’ - \ R
_ . Yourobedient Servant,

S (Sigaedy), . JOS. CA

T

’

M
I

Gao, Furvoys, Esquire; ",
' Segretary to.
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StatemMent of the Cost of Building that part of the Parliament Buildings at
Quebec, which existed before the Union of .the two Provinces of Canada.

Appropriation by Act 1 Will IV., cap. 17, for the erection of the
i veersernnrenenssranss £9000 0 0

in L N R Y R R AN )
"do gby do 3 Will. IV., cap. 12, for the Hall of
Assembly....... cenenes esevneresesne Cievsenerersuessionerrorersarore . 7000 0 O
do by do 4 Will. IV,, cap. 24, to indemnify the i
losses of a Contractorieuvecrerssieessocassnsas srsrsssrsonnninenss . 018 .0 T}
do by do 4 Will IV., cap. 22, to complete the ‘
Wing, & ....... veseessasresnines vevesanes erereresrnsssesee wees 809 15 8%
do by do 6 Will IV, cap. 45, to make good excess
Of eXpenditire.e,ieeresirerierarrrsiensnirsroossnrarerncenns cenoess 1439 17 1

Total, CUTLERCY .rrveerrsrrrsereeesrssnne£18767 13 5

(Signed,) JOS. CARY,
- Deputy Inspector General.
Inspector Geeneral’'s Office, ‘
Quebec, 9th February, 1854.

No. 3.
Government Housg,
Quebec, February 8, 1854,

. Sir,—~By direction of the Commissioners for inquiring into the cause of the late
fire at the Parliament Buildings, I have to request you to furnish them, at your
earliest convenience, with a statément of the amount of Insurance effected on the
furniture in the part of the above buildings occupied by the Legislative Council,
and, if possible, of the valuc of the part thercof saved from the fire. © =

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  GEO. FUTVOYE,

Joan F. Tavror, Esquire, ‘
Clerk of Legislative Conncil.

'No. 4.
QuesEc, 9th February, 1854.

‘ Sir,—In reply to your communication of the 8th instant, requesting me to fur-
nish the Commissioners for inquiring into the cause of the late Fire' at'the Par-
liament Buildings, with a * Statement of the-amiount of Insurance’éffécted on the

“ furniture, in the part of the above Buildings occupied by the Legislative Council ;

“and, if possible, of the value of the part thereof saved from the Fire,” I have
the honor to state for their information, thatin the month of Augustlast, Insurance,

Secretary to Commissioners,

*
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in the jéint names of John F. Taylor, senior, Clerk of the Legislative Council, and
William B. Lindsay, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, for and on behalf of the
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Canada, was effected for twelve

months with the following Companies, viz :— , o
Li‘ver[’)oolu and London Fire and Life ,Iﬁsuran'ﬂg \C,oxﬁpany;-‘-l ~ ‘
 On'Library, CUIIrency «ueouveeessesesisesneseres £3300 0. 0

. On Furniture .o.cootivsivennsvneeinsrnsivnivecss 2650 0 o0

| o . 5950 0.0
Quebec Fire Assurance Company~ . ‘ , e o
On Library.cecceersvvanreissseiiresssnnnenneseennness 3300 0 0 .
On Furniture..couviueveiissessssinscssneenersnneeens 2650 0 O

[

o 159500 0
Royal Insurance Company of Liverpool— ‘ S
BRI VLN V0 TR 71/ ) XU B 0.

200 Furnitire ooeeeenensennessnsasscsnssansnsnevons 2700 0 0,0

\ e e————— i ’
R

Total amount of insufande.:;.;.i...‘....‘.;.....i.f.’..‘..‘.‘.. £18(\)0,(V)‘ 0 0
The original policies are in my possession, . D "
I very much fear it, will be found that the mace of the Honorable the Legislative .
Council is the only article saved belonging ezclusively to that Touse, the pecuniary
value of which I am not able to determine. :

I have the honor to be, Sir, -
Your obedient Servant, .= o

(Signed,) J. F. TAYLOR, = .
o o ‘ o Clerk, Legislative, Council.
Geo. Furvoyr, Esquire, ‘ ‘ . U
‘ &e.y &e.y e, ‘

 No. 5.

Gt

vt Hovs, ~ . T
 Quebge, February 8;

'

am ing ‘ - s E
. O U LT BN R R chruary 8, 18 ey
eyt em ingtr"uct'e’d”by"‘*th‘?"commisalon‘?rsf’aPPOxnxted‘;ﬁom?qwrew to-thecanse .
of. the Fire at the. Parlianient. Buildings,. to réquest.:yot to furnish.-them, ‘atiyour.
earliest convenience, with a statement of the amount of Insuratice:effécted ‘on’ithe .~
futniture in the part of the above Buildings occupied by. the Legislative Assembly;.
sud, if possible, of the value of the part theicof saved from the frer .
| "o, Thave the honorto be, Siry T
S T Your most obedient Servant; 0 v
© (Signed). ..GEO! FULVOYE,. 7 ;

if C
writi! Seoretary o Conmissioners

W. B. Linosay, Esquire; . . s .
Cletk of Liegislative Assembly,.  “: - ~:. .

[ et

Coue -
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No. 6. ‘
Quebeg, 9th February, 1854,

Sir,—1I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date,
and to acquaint you for the information of the Commissioners appointed to inquire
into the cause of the fire at the Parliament Buildings, that the Insurance effected
on the Furniture and Library of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assem-
bly, is a joint Insurance in the names of the respective Clerks of the two Houses,
and that Mr. Taylor, senior, the Clerk of the Legislative Council, holds ‘the ori-
ginal Policies. ‘

Mr. Taylor having communicated to me the statement of the Insurance effected,
sent in by him for the information of the Commission, I beg leave to refer to the
same. . :

With respect to the furniture saved belonging to that part of the building occu-

ied by the Legislative Assembly, it is entirely out of my power to form an idea
thereof, as it has been deposited, under the direction of the Honorable the Com-
. missioner of Public Works, in different parts of the City, and it will be impossible
* to get at its true valuation, until it has been coliected and deposited in the house
taken by Government for the temporary use of the Officers of the Legislature.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,) W. B, LINDSAY,
Clerk, Legislative Assembly.

Geo. Furvore, Esquire,
&e., &e.

No. 7.

GovernvMENT Housk,
Quebee, February 8, 1854.

Sir,—By instructions from the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the fire
at the Parliament Buildings, I have to request you to furnish them, at your ear-
liest convenience, with a statement of the amount of Insurance effected on the Par-
liamentary Library ; of the number of volumes in the Library previously to the
fire, their estimated value—the number of volumes saved from the fire, and the pro-
bable value thereof. : ' ' SRR

I have the honor to be, Sir, ,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,
Secretary to Commissioners.
Rev. W. A. Apamses, D.C.L., o
Librarian to Legislative Council.




[
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NO- 8- i e ' ‘ o :1
Govnnmumm Housm, g | L
‘ Quebec, February 8, 1854

Sir,—I am directed by the Commxssxoners appointed to inquire into the ¢ause of
the fire at the Parliament Buildings to request you to furnish them, at your ‘earliest .
convenience, with a statement of the amount of Insurance effected on the Parlia- - ‘
mentary Library, and, if posslble, of the value of the books saved from the fire.:
Tt will be also of some importance for them to know the number of books in the .
Library before the fire, their estimated value, and the number of volunigs' rescued
from the fire. : : :

I bave the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,
Secretary to Commissioners. - -

W. Winper, Esquire, "
Librarian to Legislative Assembly.

NO. 9- ‘ C - ‘ ':‘ fir f,' (
Lmnaw oF PaRurasenrt,
~'Seminary Buildings, 9th- February, <1854. L

Sir,—We have the honor to acknowledge: the receipt of your ‘communications
of yesterday, requesting us to furnish you, for the information of the Commission-'_
ers appointed to inquire into the circumstances of the fire at the Parliament Build~
ings, with a statement of the ‘amount of Insurance effected on the Parhamentary
Library ; of the value of the books in that Library ; theh number; and the nim- -

ber and value of the volumes saved. RO

In reply, we beg leave respectfully to state, for the mformafto‘n of the Commrs-
sioners, that, with respect to the amount of Insurance on the Library, weare not .
officially cognizant of it, as it was effected by the Clerks of the Legzslatxve Coun-
oil and Legislative Assembly, without our intervention, ’

The number and value of the books saved it is impossible. for us to state at
present, as the Messengers are still émployed in bringing them into the bmldmg,
;renerously placed at our. dxéposal by theReverends the (Fentlemen of the Semmary,
from the different d’ei)ots in 'which they were placed for.temporary safety.

. We are proceeding’ with *all’ possxble expeditioh: to classify; ‘arrange; and num- P

ﬁer the volumes:-recovered, and a report of ‘the -result: ‘of ‘ourlabouts shal betsub-
:mtted to the Commissioners with tge least’ posmblefdelayi o e i e e

. From 's:census taken, of -the books, iri the Library, .a ghort time’ ,pﬁekus to tbe
ni'e, it appears that the number of’ volumes was 47,000. Their valuemay, inour.
opinion, be éstimated at £12,500," which; howesfer, ig:the: Towest amount, and until "
the accounts of the annual expenditure for the - purchase -of books are exammed
s