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TRANSACTIONS

OF THF

Ottawa Literary 4 Scientific Society.

introduction.

In issuing the first publication of the Ottawa Literary and 
Scientific Society a few words are necessary

The position occupied by the Society in the community 
is unique, and its development is bound up in the history of 
Ottawa (formerly By town.)

Up to the present the city of Ottawa is without a public 
library, a regrettable fact which, it is hoped, may be remedied 
soon ; and the Society, therefore, from its inception felt the 
necessity of endeavoring to supply the place of that much 
needed institution.

Passing over the historical part which will be given 
later, and considering the Society of recent years, it is desirable 
to state that, besides providing a library and reading room, it 
has annually furnished a course of lectures.

These lectures, while of a popular nature, in many 
cases embodied original work, and for the presentation of 
such work this publication is intended, the Society consider­
ing that in this matter it has a duty to perform,—to add its 
mite to the world’s fund of knowledge, upon which we all 
so freely draw.

Heretofore the course has not been arranged with the 
especial object of furnishing material for publication, and 
hence our present issue may probably be regarded 
what meagre. However, it is hoped that hereafter, annually, 
more material will be available and a more extensive publi- 
çation issued,

*
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transactions.

It may perhaps be interesting to give the last 
lectures :

i •°>97-S.

course of

1897.8.
^ov* !2.—Fridtjof Nansen,

“ I9-—B. Suite,
T / A. Lampman, ... D ,.

i w. J. Sykes, “ Plea for higher type of literature”” 
(Literary and Musical Evening.)

3-—George Johnson,
“ I7-—Professor S. W. Dyde,

7* Rev. Dr. J. B. Saunders,
21.—Joseph Pope,

*•—J- M. .vlacoun,

- “ North Pole.”
“The Meaning of Ottawa.”

Dec.
“ P!ace names of Canada.” . 

“ Paradise Lost.”
■ “ Anthropology.” 

“Samuel Pepys.”
„ g ... “ The Fur Seal.”

18. Win. Ogilvie, “ The Yukon and its gold resources ” 
i—Thos. Macfarlane, “The utilization of moss lands."

Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

As the range of the publication 
whole field of science there i 
become the medium for the 
work carried

now initiated covers the 
reason why it should not

nn h,, fi .rec?Itl „o1 Ullich of the original 
on by the scientific branches of the 

ment, which otherwise might not see the light of day.

When .he library of the Society is established 
its proper basis, it will probably become 
ence than for general reading
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W uh*\ SOCial element> the attrition of thought and intel 
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intellectually.
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some social tic are starved

We may perhaps hope that in future it 
to have two courses of lectures 
the other more technical.

may be possible 
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97-8. 1897-8. TRANSACTIONS.

>e of

Historical Sketch.>le.”
wa.”

3ing
re.”

(Compiled from the minute books of the Soclehj.)

da.” .
1st.”
ry.”
vs.”
al.”
ÎS.”

Is.”

Bytowit mechanics’ Institute.
“ At a meeting, called by public notice, held in the Odd­

fellow’s Hall, (Chaudière Lodge), 20th January, 1847, *n 
order to form a Mechanics’ Institute, and at which a lecture 
on the “ Importance of knowledge to the working classes ” 
was delivered by the Rev. James T. Byrne :—

It was resolved—That it is expedient to form a1st.the
Mechanics’ Institute.not

nul 2nd. It was resolved—That a committee be now ap­
pointed to frame a constitution, and that the following persons 
comprise that committee, viz :—Messrs. Henry Bishoprick, 
Horatio Blaisdell, Edward Campbell, William Bowles, Francis 
Thomson, Michael McDermott, Rev. Mr. Wilson, Rev. Mr. 
Byrne, Elkanah Billings, Jame Mathews and William Har­
ris, and that seven do form a quorum for the transaction of 

' business.

ru-

011

er-

el-
or 3rd. It was resolved—That the annual subscription be 

not less than five shillings.

4th. It was resolved—That the admission of apprentices 
be left with the committee.

5th. It was resolved—That a subscription list be now 
opened to receive necessary subscriptions to the Institute.

On Feb. 17th, 1857, a constitution was presented and 
adopted. Immediately thereafter the election of the first 
officers of this embryo organization for the diffusion of 
knowledge in Bytown took place. And it was resolved 
that all the resident clergymen of Bytown be honorary mem­
bers of the Institute.
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4 transactions.

:z“‘ "«•>» »,

Ib'97-8. 1897-
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basem
Spark
shillir
place1 r ( 11. evei»ng of the above date the Rev. Mr Bvrne 

lehvered a lecture on « Female Education.” We see that at 
early date this subject, which has so wonderfully developed 
und taken so practical a form in our day, had already occuthed 
and enlisted the serious attention of thinking men ' P
u m °n APril 2, 1857 the Rev. Mr. Durie 

1 henomena of the atmosphere.”

I
solved 
to pre 
the Ii 
town, 
record 
of the 
Judge 
to be f

gave a lecture on

On April 9, 1847, it was resolved—That Mr Robert Hill 
be appointed Librarian, and that he be paid one shilling and 
sixpence for each night the room is occupied by the Me
and^lso înstlt|lte’ and that he provide fire whenever required

?l, mpmLPr ordSS “d aCC0""tS “ well l thé
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soiree 1 
evenin' 
two shi 
nine pe

furnish L ! 1 T appear as if the Librarian had to
furnish the wood himself. However, the market orice of 
fuel was very low at that time. pnce of

U u .?rst, magazines secured for the Institute were
Silli,„anMmmm"" T',C Eclectic and

o„Ap'T1tt18drLy'k“e;reLrbi,hrreinstiuite

currency ($260).
One of the first purchases of books 

volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica 
currency.

Fc
tute M
pastry
ticket.’

“ I
coinmei 
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reportée 
seven p 
make gi

was given 
and amounted to

of thewas

f °1,1 .Allbrust 6> i847> “ It was resolved—That the books
hUtrettmL13, H °r^y mcmbers fOT ‘he purpose of read! 
ing be returned to the Library in two weeks from ih#>
they were taken, and the parties neglecting to comply shall
be fined sixpence for the first week, one shilling for the second

KftS“ "'ay bé
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Th
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This was undoubtedly dealing in heroic measures An 
unfortunate member retaining a book—say ten weeks—over 
time would be liable for more than £25 !
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1897-8. TRANSACTIONS.

7>dd- On Nov. 8, 1847, the Mechanics’ Institute rented “the 
basement story of the Congregational Church on lot 28 
Sparks street, near Sappers’ Bridge,’’ at twelve pounds ten 
shillings per annum, for two nights in the week. (This is the 
place where the Journal office now stands.)

In the minutes of March 14, 1848 we read : 
solved—That .Messrs. Hervey, Main and Lett be a committee 
to prepare a petition to the Provincial Parliament for aid to 
the Institute, and that John Scott, Esq., M.P.P. for Bv-
Z^îrfuîllly requested to present the same. It is also 

of thpednh ?e S!Trary reported the receipt of a portrait 

T„H 9Uflen’ donated from Christopher Armstrong, Esq.,/n Kgef°f ^ -?i,aLhi0lliSle District Court, which was ordered 
to be framed with black walnut.”

This picture is still in possession of the Society.
On the same date is entered : “ It was resolved—That a 

soiree in connection with the Institute be held on Wednesdav 
evening, 22nd inst. Admittance to be bv ticket ; single tickets
nine pence ”S ^ Sixpe,1Ce’ double tickets> three shillings and

f , *7 4 «s soc.iaIJatherinK under the auspices of the Insti­
tute Mr. P rancis Thomson agreed to furnish “tea, coffee
ticket ”3nd refreshments at one billing nine pence each

2ven
read on

rrne 
t at 
)ped 
pied

It was re-
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“ It was resolved—That tea be 

commence at seven o’clock.” 
ment ma have been

to the table ready to 
As a soiree this first entertain- 

a success, but financially the secretarv 
deficiency of five pounds sixteen shillings, and 

“ 7/hmh J. B Lewis, Esq., had undertaken to 
make good such deficiency whenever called upon to do so.”

From the Treasurer’s accounts it would appear that 
tallow candles were used in the rooms of the Institute.

There are no entries in the minute book after 1849, from 
defunct inTat"8 ^ ^ ^ Mechanics’ Institute became

on

reported 
seven p<

ks
d-
tie
ill
d,
)e year.

Byiown mechanics’ Institute and Athenaeum.
In January, 1853, a public meeting was called “ for the 

purpose of taking measures to re-organize this highly impor- 
ant nsütuuon ■ At this meeting Judg, Armstrong pretil 

ed, Elkanah Billings acting as Secretary, and a provisional
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committee was formed, which shortly afterwards issued a pro­
spectus in which is found :—“ It is a matter within the know­
ledge of all and it is deeply to be regretted, that, although 
Bytown contains a population of 8,000 souls and is one of the 
most wealthy and flourishing commercial towns of the Province 
with respect to its facilities for diffusing useful information, it 
is far behind most other places of equal note in the country. 
While all other large towns of Canada, and even many of the 
small villages in the new settlements, can boast each of its 
Debating Club, Circulating Library or Mechanics’ Institute, 
no Association of an intellectual character, not even a Read­
ing Room exists in a place that will in all probability, within 
a very short period, be elevated to the dignity of a city. This 
deficiency, while it deprives the adult members of the 
munity of all those pure mental enjoyments that flow from 
the cultivation of the mind, either by reading, or by listening 
to discourses on literature, science or art, is when viewed with 
reference to its influence upon the youth of the town produc­
tive of consequences of a much more painful and destructive

. As there is no public library 
from which well selected books upon different branches of 
science can be procured, and as no provision whatsoever has 
been made for the delivery of instructive lectures, it is diffi­
cult to perceive how a young man can obtain knowledge in 
this town, either by reading for himself, or by having it im­
parted to him by others...................................Between the time
of leaving the Common School and that period of life, when 
the full age of discretion is arrived at, there are from five to 
ten years during which the character of the future man is 
formed, and during which the greater portion of the know­
ledge that is to serve him through life is to be acquired. If 
a store of general information is not laid up in this period the 
individual must pass through existence without it. When 
the cares of business and the struggle for subsistence 
mence, the time for education is past, and he who has not 
obtained it before, will most likely never possess it.

In this prospectus, which commands our admiration, an 
appeal was made to the citizens for subscriptions and 
suit £ 130 7s. 6d. were collected, thereby founding the By­
town Mechanics’ Institute and Athenæum on January 29th, 
lS53> which the present Ottawa Literary and Scientific 
Society is a direct descendent.

Towards the Institute the Government made a grant of

corn-

nature
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i.So;-8. TRANSACTIONS.

.Dunng the summer of 1853, the Governor-General, Lord 
Elgin visited Bytown, and, besides the reception tendered to 
him by the Institute, an exhibition was held. In com­
memoration of both events the Committee issued through 
the Ottawa “ Citizen” the following addre.ss. It was »ot up 
in the best style of the printer’s art,-letters, ornamenfation 
coat-or-arms, everything in gilt.

The annual fees leviedMechanics 5 shillings, for ClerkTLThininfsttndfol* Me" 
chants 20 shillings. Lectures 
ance Hall , , „ were delivered in the Temper-

T. . ™erly Congregational Church, already alluded
theolog^rsubjectlor "x houtL^p^nTT^m.^

respite “ between the acts.” On another occas- 
on The Geography of Canada ” occupied the lecturer four 

hours. It was perhaps fortunate for the audience that Can­
ada was not then more fully explored. t
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Industrial Exhibition.^I OTTAWA CITIZEN.
1 * * É1 MAmongst the many Agencies employed for the advancement 

of our race m1m Exhibitions of Natural & Industrial Productions of Countries,
È
ma
I

mmARE PECULIARLY CHARACTERISTIC OK THE TIMES ;

And it is pleasing to observe that in Diffusing Useful Knowledge, 
and inducing General and Permanent Benefits, they are 

eminently successful. 1
©Xmrcmyleit by n /nurtab/o fectiny, Mtf Committee of t/10 BY TOWN

MECHANICS INSTITUTE AND ATHENAEUM Jeteeminett to imycooe 

tbo occasion of the Visit to Bytown of His Excellency Lord Elgin, 
Oovernor General of British North America, to banc an Cnbibition of

'M(&i
IIP Mli (foiChe Products of the Ottawa Country.m Éb|

I
p

1
m
m

mJfotuovor- Au mb/e sucA an SseAibition may appear, u/Aon comparer/ 

atitA TA os a to utAicA ait tAo nations of tAc SartA arc contributors, it 

is not tAo toss uatuab/o, nor are tAoso iuAo are instrumentât in its 

creation tAo toss ontitfort to crortit.

i
ïfv&x
!©x

1mThe occasion of the visit to this place of His Excellency LORD 
ELGIN, who is distinguished for learning and talents and for 

the interest taken bv him in such Exhibit ions, and in 
Science and Industry, has been most appro­

priately and happily chosen: and while the Exhibition 
will not be without interest to the Noble Visitor and other 

strangers, the visit will be characterised by this pleasing feature, 
and be identified with the

mmmmI
m

m'Mmm
wIndustrial Progress of our Country. 9*8

mm
m
m fn accomptisAiny tAo yroat obyoct of tAis a net simitar SjrAibitions, 

anti ait Ain tiro et offerts in tAo san/o cause, ia IThe Press takes it’s place as a Co-worker in the FieldmÜI
II■ „P *

m Coa,t,of Ajmi. . . Coat of Arm-,
T2wn ( °.U"CV of tho View of the Locks on Town Council of t he
Town of Bytown. the Rideau Canal at Town of Bj town. i%i'

Bytown, at its entrance from the Ottawa. ïfoj

'àmmsmmmsmmwmmmmmmmM

myt tabou rs in tAo improvement of Jfrts, r net tAo Jfrts y ra tofu tty 

repay by incroasiny its capabititos anti pouter.—tAus prosontiny an 
ojeampio of most important mu tuai benefits, res uttiny from
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ifiÇ/'8' TRANSACTIONS. 9
i• • . filial members of the Institute there
hvmg only the Hon. R. W.
Cunningham.

are now 
Scott, George Hay and C. R.

earl>’ day$ candles were used, for on August 2nd 
854, R is found recorded that a conversation took place " n 
the best means of furnishing the rooms with oil.”

In the annual report for 1854 we find that “ the present 
flourishing state of the Institute is chiefly due-and acknow-
eordLl WltA p easure b>’ tlle Committee to be due—” to the
ladfes Jim rrUS co:0Peration a»d assistance of those 
ladies, who, on this occasion as on all others have been ti,«
forem^t in lending the most active and Scceifnl aid t 

leJ5est '"Berests of the community ; and from the 
proceeds of a bazaar held in the end of October presented to
tïe T!,1-1116 ,a munificent donation of ^2oo6sP6^d To 
these ladies the Committee cannot adequately express the 
g ateful sense which it entertains of their noble exertions and 
the magnificent result of these exertions for the Institute ”

and "Pa M—.

Best collection Coleoptera and Hemiptera..........
j, [[ Lepidoptera and Nenroptera .. . ’. ”
tt‘ „ Hymenoptera, Diptera and Aptera
„ ,, Snakes, Frogs, Proteus and Crayfish..
u River and Land Shells....
„ ‘I Indigenous Botanical Specimens....

Mineralogical Specimens...................

ESpurpose addressed a memorial to each municipality. Although

srsa “
£ T. .s
the object seemed on the eve of being realized yet up to the 
pr^:Seat lt has.not been accomplished. The problem is one

society sh0H,d

£t IDS. 
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1879-8,
1879-8.TO TRANSACTIONS.

season.
grantee
Athens
incorpc

Although the lectures were held in Temperance Hall, 
yet the whilom Assistant-Librarian was not influenced much
thereby, for it is recorded that “ in consideration of-----
promises to keep sober he be allowed to continue on trial.”

In May, 1856, arrangements were made with the Gas 
Company for lighting the rooms. And in August of the same 
year it was resolved to change the name Bytown in the title of 
the Institute to Ottawa. At the same meeting (August) Dr. J. 
A. Grant became Curator, succeeding Elkanah Billings, the 
noted geologist, who removed to Montreal.

By a resolution of the Trustees all religious papers were 
excluded from the reading-room, except as donations.

O11 April 7th, 1858, we find for the first time the money 
recorded in dollars, instead of pounds, shillings and pence as 
heretofore.

O11 March 1st, 1863, the Institute moved its quarters to 
the two upper flats of the premises of Geo. Hay, lot 26, south 
side of Sparks street.

From its inception, the Institute did useful work and 
exerted a beneficial influence upon the community of far 
reaching effect. From it many rivulets of thought and action 
were born, which, with increasing years gained in strength, 
and bestowed manifold benefits on the community. There 

be but little doubt that the Institute played a not unim­
portant part in the development of Ottawa. The names of 
those who especially identified themselves with the Institute 
are shown in the appended list of officers.

By an Act of Legislature the Mechanics’ Institute and 
Atheuæum and Natural History Society were incorporated 
December 24th, 1869, as the Ottawa Literary and Scientific 
Society.
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natural Rlstery Society of Ottawa.
From the minutes of this Society we find that it was 

formed to “ develop the Natural History of the Ottawa, and 
general resources of the surrounding country.”

A constitution and by-laws were adopted on October 3rd, 
1863, and the Society entered upon an active career. At 
first monthly, and later, bi-monthly meetings were held, 
lectures were given and natural history specimens collected 
on the monthly Saturday excursions during the summer
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1879-8. transactions.

season. In June, 1865, 011 request of the Society, room __
granted in the library ,of the Mechanics’ Institute aud 
Athenaeum for the museum of the former. The Society was 
incorporated by act of the Legislature 011 August 15th, 1866.

11

was

On July 1st, 1867, the Dominion of Canada was born and 
shortly afterwards (July 16th) a committee of the Society 
waited “ upon the Premier with a view of obtaining his opinion 
as to the feasibility of moving the Geological collection of 
Canada (from Montreal) to the metropolis.” This was sub­
sequently carried out (1881), and naturally had the effect of 
lessening the relative value of the small museums begun in 
Ottawa, while opening a wider field of comparative study to 
the members of the Society.

Addresses of welcome were presented by the Societv to 
the Governors General, Viscount Monck, in 186 
John Young (Lord Lisgar) in 1868, respectively.

Among the number of active and zealous workers the name 
of the curator. Dr. \ an Cortlandt, stands out pre-eminent.

In time it became apparent to many members of the 
Society who were also members of the Mechanics’ Institute 
and Athenæum, the parent organization, whose field practi­
cally included the field of the former, that an amalgamation 
was desirable. Several joint meetings of committees were 
held, and union was agreed upon. The Societv held its last 
meeting on December 10th, 1869, and on December 24th, 
1869, by Act of the Legislature, the two Societies 
corporated as the Ottawa Literary and Scientific Society.”
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Ottawa Citerarv and Scientific Society.
Lite and 
porated 
:ientific

The beginning of the year I870 saw the Literary and 
Scientific Society launched 011 the career of usefulness, which 
it has pursued up to the present day. In the Act of Incor­
poration the aim and object of the Society are set forth in the 
few, yet comprehensive words, “ the cultivation of literature 
and science.”

Those who had been active workers in the two organi­
zations out of which this Society was formed continued 
to take that active interest so essential for the well­
being and progress of any Association. The progress of the 
Society during these past 28 years has not perhaps been as 
great as could have been wished, still it has ever occupied an 
honorable and worthy place in the community ; and there
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1879-8.

can be no question that, apart from the influence of the library 
and reading room, its annual courses of lectures have exerted 
an elevating and cultivating influence that is difficult to 
measure in the intricacies of the social structure.

As with the Mechanics’ Institute, the Society has at 
various times, attempted to secure a building of its own, but 
the money question involved has, unfortunately, up to the 
present time not been solved, although the amount involved 
is not large, not more than $10,000.00. It is questionable 
whether any public benefaction would confer so much lasting 
and increasing good as the erection of a home, so to speak, for 
the literary and scientific workers in onr midst, a place where 
they and other thinking men could meet and exchange 
thoughts, where lectures both popular and technical could be 
delivered, and whence a humanizing stream could flow 
throughout all classes. Let us hope that the near future may 
plant such a monument for a generous benefactor.

The first general meeting of the Society was held January 
nth, 1870, when a code of by-laws was adopted. A week 
later a second general meeting was held and the first election 
of officers took place. At this meeting the first life members, 
James Cunningham and George Kennedy, were elected “ in 
consideration of their long and efficient services as Treasurer 
and Secretary respectively of the late Mechanics’ Institute and 
Athenaeum.”

The first annual meeting of the Society was held on 
April 29th* 1870, and the Librarian’s report showed that 
there were 971 volumes available for circulation. The number 
at the present time is 3,861. During its first year three lectures 
were delivered, the first by W. D. LeSueur on “ The Greatest 
Critic of the Age * the next by William Kingsford, the 
historian, on “ Copper Coins of England ; ” and the last by 
J. H. Rowan, on the “ Great Pyramid.”

From the beginning a small museum was connected 
with the Society, but since the removal of the Geological 
Museum from Montreal to Ottawa, the former has lost its 
interest, and no efforts for its maintenance are now being 
made. Many of the specimens it possessed have been sold or 
otherwise alienated ; and an organization—the Ottawa Field

formed (1879), mainly through the

"Afterwards enlarged and published in Westminster Review for April, 1871, under 
title of “Ste. Heure.”
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The first honorary member elected was Goldwin Smith 
November 25th, 1871.

On October 8th, 1874, the Council passed resolutions for 
the formation of evening classes. They were thereupon 
organized and put in charge of the Rev. T. D. Phillipps, 
W. D. LeSueur, A. Smirle and J. Heyslop. Amongst the 
prizes offered to the classes was a gold medal by the Mayor 
which was won by F. R. Latchford. ’
-, , .^.hf Society participated in the former annual Provincial 
Exhibitions by making exhibits from its museum, and was 
privileged to name some of the judges in “ Chemical Manufac­
tures, Machinery, Natural History and Ladies’ Work.”

Since the founding of the Royal Society of Canada the 
Literary and Scientific Society has been represented by a 
delegate at the annual meetings of the former ; and it has 
always embraced the opportunity of presenting an address of 
welcome to every Governor General on his arrival in Ottawa.

The Society owes a great deal to the liberality of the 
late Col. Allan Gilmour, who,in addition to being a life member 
gave it two donations of $500.00 each and one of $200.00, as 
well as a number of books. He suggested to the Society the 
desirability of opening the reading-room on Sundays.

The Ontario government, ever solicitons for the education 
and advancement of the people, has yearly supplemented the 
efforts of the Council by a grant of money.

The Society has a membership now of 325 ; its library 
has about 4,000 volumes covering the 
ture and science ; and its reading-room is supplied with manv 
daily papers, weekly publications and the well-known mag­
azines of literature, science and art. This liberal supply of

on

litera-various

efforts of James Fletcher and other members of the Literary 
and Scientific Society, which has since been active in the pro­
secution of natural history studies. This club held its first 
meetings in the rooms of the Society.

We find in the annual report of 1871 that the following 
gentlemen subscribed $50.00 each towards the funds of the 
Society Lord Lisgar (Governor General), Edward M. Mc­
Gill ivray, Thôs. C. Keefer, Thomas Reynolds, George Hay, 
Hon. J. Skead, Alonzo Wright, M.P., J. M. Currier M P 
H. 0. Burritt, J. G. Whyte, H. V. Noel, Nicholas Sparks and 
Robert Skead.

.
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periodical literature attracts many readers, and strengthens 
the hold of the Society on its members.

In the preceding narrative the evolution of the Society 
has been briefly sketched. Imperfect as it is, the salient 
points at least have been taken from the minutes and pro­
ceedings from the first effort at organization in 1847.

In the appended list of officers will be found the names 
of those who have especially identified themselves in the 
advancement of literature, science and art, from the days of 
Bytown to those of Ottawa, and up to the present time, through 
the different organizations above mentioned.

It is to be hoped that this first instalment of the “ Tran­
sactions ” of the Society may serve a useful purpose, and 
prove to be the prelude to a long series of substantial contri­
butions to the scientific and literary work of the Dominion 
of Canada.

OTTO J. KLOTZ,

President.June, 1898.

Officers of the Mechanics Institute.

1847— H011. Thos. McKay, President ; G. W. Baker, 1st Vice- 
President ; Hammett Hill, 2nd Vice-President ; Elkanah 
Billings, Corresponding Sec.; H. Bishoprick, Recording 
Sec.; Andrew Drummond, Treasurer ; Robert Hill, 
Librarian.

1848— H011. Thos. McKay, President; John Scott, M.P.P., 1st 
Vice-President ; J. B. Lewis, 2nd Vice-President; W. P. 
Lett, Corresponding Sec.; H. Bishoprick, Recording 
Sec.; Andrew Drummond, Treasurer.

1849— G. W. Baker, President; Robert Hervey, 1st Vice- 
President ; Hammett Hill, 2nd Vice-President ; W. P. 
Lett, Corresponding Sec.; S. C. Keir, Recording Sec. ; 
Andrew Drummond, Treasurer.
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lens
Officers of Bytown Mechanics Institute and Athenaeum.

1853— Dr. Hammett Hill, President ; Alex. Scott, 1st Vice- 
President ; Gilbert Heron, and Vice-President ; H. J. 
Friel, Recording Sec.; Elkanah Billings, Corresponding 
Sec.; J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; Dr. E. Van Cortlaudt, 
Librarian ; Elkanah Billings, Curator.

1854— A. Workman, President ; C. J. Ford, 1st Vice-President; 
Robert Lees, and Vice-President ; C. R. Cunningham, 
Recording Sec.; Elkanah Billings, Corresponding Sec.; 
J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; Dr. E. Van Cortlaudt, Lib­
rarian ; Elkanah Billings, Curator.

1855— A. Work man, President ; Robt. Lees, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; Henry Horne, and Vice-President ; C. R. Cunning­
ham, Recording Sec.; Elkanah Billings, Corresponding 
Sec.; J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; W. A. Ross, Librarian; 
Elkanah Billings, Curator.

1856— Robt. Lees, President ; H. Horne, 1st Vice-President ; 
Dr. Garvey, and Vice-President ; James Dyke, Recording 
Sec.; Wm. Clegg, jr., Corresponding Sec.; J. Cunning­
ham, Treasurer ; Dr. Van Cortlaudt, Librarian ; Elkanah 
Billings, Curator.

1857— H. J. Friel, President ; Dr. J. A. Grant, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; Dr. Garvey, and Vice-President ; Robt. Lyon, 
Recording Sec., Robt. Lyon, Corresponding Sec.; J. 
Cunningham, Treasurer; C. J. Ford, Librarian ; Dr. F. D. 
Loughlin, Curator.

1858— Dr. T. A. Grant, President ; Dr. Garvey, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; George Heubach, and Vice-President ; George 
Heubaeh, Recording Sec.; H. V. Noel, Corresponding 
Sec.; C. j. Ford, Librarian.

1859— Chas. Armstrong, President; J. McKinnon, 1st Vice- 
President ; J. M. Currier, and Vice-President ; R. Wad­
dell and J. Fraser, Recording Secretaries ; J. M. Hannum, 
Corresponding Sec.; J. Fraser, Treasurer ; Wm. Hay, 
Librarian.

1860— Dr. Van Cortlaudt, President ; P. P. Harris, 1st Vice- 
President ; J. Cunningham, and Vice-President ; F. 
Schofield, Recording Sec.; J. M. Hannum, Corresponding 
Sec., J. Fraser, Treasurer ; Henry Horne, Librarian.
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i86i~Henry Horne, President; H. V. Noel, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent; A. Scott, 2nd Vice-President; Wm. Duck, Record- 
mg Sec.; J. R. White, Corresponding Sec. ; P. P. Harris, 
Treasurer; J. L. P. O’Hanley, Librarian.

&SÊE;...
Harris, Treasurer ; Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator.

1863--Dr C. S Sewell, President ; Wm. Duck, 1st Vice- 
President ; Henry Horne, 2nd Vice-President ; J. Lind-
S ’ peD°ruing- SmC< 5 J1 Cunningham, Corresponding 
Sec.; P. P. Harris, Treasurer ; Alex. Currie, Librarian.

l86tw J;.frie1'Pr^ident; George Sutton, 1st Vice-Presi- 
dent Wm Hamilton, 2nd Vice-President ; Jas. Buchan­
an Recording Sec.; W. P. Lett, Corresponding Sec.;
Cu^cX™' TreaSUrCr; Dr' SeweU- Ubrarian; A.’

i865—H; J-Fnel, President; Wm. Hamilton, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; George Hay, 2nd Vice-President ; T. P. R bertson 
Recording Sec.; W. P. Lett, Corresponding Sec. J Cuii- 
«asurer ; John Thorburn, Librarian, A. Cur-

P.P.

l866TH:/ FrieJ’ Presidept ; C- R- Cunningham, 1st Vice- 
President ; A. S. Woodburn, 2mt Vice-President • E P 
Remon, Recording Sec.; W. P. Let , Corresponding Sec.'; 
J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; J. P. Robertson, Librarian.

1867—H.J. Friel, President; A. S. Woodburn, 1st Vice- 
President; Wm. White, 2nd Vice-President; Robt 
Hunter, Recording Sec.; W. P. Lett, Corresponding Sec.| 
J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; J. P. Robertson, Librarian.

1868—Win. White, President ; A. S. Woodburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; E. P. Remon, 2nd Vice-President ; George 
Kennedy Recording Sec.; D. Matheson, Corresponding 
Sec.; J. Cunningham, Treasurer ; John Thorburn Lib­rarian.

1869—Will. White, President; A. S. Woodburn, :st Vice- 
President ; G. M. Rose, 2nd Vice-President : Georue 
Kennedy, Recording Sec.; D. Matheson, Corresponding 

J; Cunningham, Treasurer ; J. G. Whyte, Librarian; 
John Thorburn, Curator, ’
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1809—A E. Meredith, President; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; A. S. Woodburn, 2nd Vice-President ; George 

ennedy, Secretary ; James Cunningham, Treasurer • 
David Matheson, Librarian ; T. Wily, Curator.

Officers of the Ottawa Literary and Scientific Society.

i869—E. A. Meredith President; Dr. J. A. Grant, 1st Vice- 
President ; John Thorburn, 2nd Vice-President ; W. D. 
LeSueur and Wm. White, Secretaries ; Janies Ogilvy, 
Treasurer ; Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator.

1868—John Langton, President ; E. A. Meredith, 1st Vice- 
President ; Dr. J. A. Grant, 2nd Vice-President ; Arthur 
Harvey and William White, Secretaries ; Janies Ogilvy, 
Treasurer ; Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator.

i866—KB. Webster, President; Rev. T. D. Phillipps, jst 
\ice-President; John Langton, 2nd Vice-President; D. 
Codd and Wm. White, Secretaries; Janies Ogilvy, Treas­
urer ; Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator,

1865—NB. Webster, President; Thomas Austin, 1st Vice- 
President ; Rev. T. D. Phillipps, 2„d Vice-President ; 
Thomas Daniel, Secretary ; James Ogilvv, Treasurer ; 
Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator.

1864—N B. Webster, President ; George Hay, 1st Vice­
resident; John Thorburn, 2nd Vice-President ; Thomas 

Austin, Secretary ; James Ogilvy, Treasurer ;
Cortlandt, Curator. Dr. Van

Officers of the Ottawa Natural History Society.

1863—B Billings President; Thomas Austin, Secretary ; 
Dr. Langlilm, Treasurer ; Dr. Van Cortlandt, Curator.'
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1871— E. A. Meredith, President ; Dr. J. A. Grant, 1st Vice- 
President ; John Thorburn, 2nd Vice-President ; George 
Kennedy, Secretary ; J. G. Whyte, Treasurer ; W. D. Le 
Sueur, Librarian ; Wnt. White, Curator.

1872— Dr. J. A. Grant, President ; John Thorbnrn, 1st Vice- 
President ; H. P. Hill, Secretary ; J. G. Whyte, Treas-

; W. D. LeSueur, Librarian ; Win. White, Curator.

1873— John Thorbnrn, President ; E. A. Meredith, 1st Vice- 
President ; Tlios. Kirby, 2nd Vice-President ; H. P. Hill, 
Secretary ; J. G. Whyte, Treasurer ; W. D. LeSueur; 
Librarian ; Win. White, Curator.

1874— John Thorbnrn, President ; Thomas Kirby, 1st Vice- 
President ; E. A. Meredith, 2nd Vice-President ; H. P. 
Hill, Secretary ; J. G. Whyte, Treasurer ; W. D. LeSueur, 
Librarian ; Win. White, Curator.

1875— John Thorbnrn, President ; E. A. Meredith, 1st Vice- 
President ; W. D. LeSueur, 2nd Vice-President ; H. P. 
Hill, Secretary ; J. G. Whyte, Treasurer ; Geo. R. Coch­
ran, Librarian ; Thomas Hector, Curator.

!876—-John Thorburn, President ; W. D. LeSueur, 1st Vice- 
President ; H. P. Hill, Secretary.

1877— W. D. LeSueur, President ; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; E. A. Meredith, 2nd Vice-President ; H. P. 
Hill, Secretary; E. D. Arnaud, Treasurer ; E. Ackroyd, 
Librarian ; Geo. Baptie, Curator.

1878— W. D. LeSueur, President; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; H. P. Hill, 2nd Vice-President ; R. J. Wick- 
steed, Secretary ; E. D. Arnaud, Treasurer ; Joseph Mar­
tin, Librarian ; J. Fletcher, Curator.

188]

1882
urer

1883

1884

1885.

(

1886-

1
1

1887-
1
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}

1879—W. D. LeSueur, President ; H. P. Hill, 1st Vice- 
P. Robertson, 2nd Vice-President ; W. P. 1888-President ;

Anderson, Secretary ; E. D. Arnaud, Treasurer ; Joseph 
Martin, Librarian ; J. Fletcher, Curator.

1

t
1880— Rev. A. F. Kemp, President ; F. H. Chrysler, 1st Vice- 

President ; J. H. Bell, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. Ben­
netts, Secretary ; R. B. Whyte, Treasurer ; J. D. Maclean, 
Librarian ; J. Fletcher, Curator.
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1881—Rev. A. F. Kemp, President ; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; W. P. Anderson, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. 
Bennetts, Secretary ; J. R. Armstrong, Treasurer: C. 
Chipman, Librarian ; J. Fletcher, Curator.

1882 W. D. LeSueur, President ; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
Presideilt ; W. P. Anderson, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. 
Bennetts, Secretary ; J. R. Armstrong, Treasurer ; R. B. 
Whyte, Librarian ; J, Fletcher, Curator.

1883— W. D. LeSueur, President; John Thorburn, 1st Vice- 
President ; A. McGill, 2nd Vice-President ; P. T. Lafleur, 
Secretary ; J. R. Armstrong, Treasurer ; R. B. Whyte! 
Librarian ; J. Fletcher, Curator.

1884— W. D. LeSueur, President ; W. P. Anderson, 1st Vice- 
President ; J. Fletcher, 2nd Vice-President ; G. M. Greene, 
Secretary ; J. R. Armstrong, Treasurer ; G. T. Rothwell’ 
Librarian ; A. McGill, Curator.
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1890— H. B. Small, President ; W. D. LeSueur, 1st Vice- 
President ; J. H. Burland, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. 
Bennetts, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; J. Ballan- 
tyne, Librarian ; W. F. Boardtnan, Curator.

1891— Robert Gill, President ; W. D. LeSueur, 1st Vice- 
President ; J. H. Burland, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. 
Bennetts, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; J. Ballan- 
tyne, Librarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1892— W. D. LeSueur, President ; Robt. Gill, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; H. B. Small, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. Bennetts, 
Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; J. Ballantyne, Lib­
rarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1893— W. D. LeSueur, President ; H. B. Small, 1st Vice- 
President ; A. McGill, 2nd Vice-President ; F. K. Ben­
netts, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; J. Ballantyne, 
Librarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1894— W. D. LeSueur, President ; H. B. Small, 1st Vice- 
President ; A. McGill, 2nd Vice-President ; P\ K. Ben­
netts, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; J. Ballan­
tyne, Librarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1895— R. W. Ells, President ; Otto J. Klotz, 1st Vice-Presi­
dent ; John Thorburn, 2nd Vice-President ; W. F. Board- 
man, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; W. D. Le­
Sueur, Librarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1896— Otto J. Klotz, President ; W. D. LeSueur, 1st Vice- 
President ; Rev. J. B. Saunders, 2nd Vice-President ; O. 
J. Jolliffe, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; H. B. 
Small, Librarian ; W. F. Boardman, Curator.

1897— Otto J. Klotz,President : Rev. J. B. Saunders, 1st Vice- 
President ; W. D. LeSueur, 2nd Vice-President ; O. J. 
Jolliffe, Secretary ; W. J. Barrett, Treasurer ; H. B. 
Small, Librarian ; J. H. Bronskill, Curator.

1898— Otto J. Klotz, President ; J. P. McPherson, 1st Vice- 
President ; M. J. Gorman, 2nd Vice-President ; J. H. 
Bronskill, Secretary ; A. H. Whitcher, Treasurer ; W. D. 
LeSueur, Librarian ; D. B, Dowling, Curator.
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/ice- 
. K. 
llan-

The Name of Ottawa.
By B. Sulte, F. R. S. C./ice-

K.
(•Extracts from anllan- address delivered Aov. içth, iSçy.)

The easiest way to obtain accurate information concern- 
tbe term Ottawa, Outaouais, Outaoua, is by perusing the 

different works of the 17th Century mentioned below 
eave aside all other books for the moment, until you have 
lgested the texts of those authors, for they actually saw what 

they write about. Whoever dealt with the matter subse- 
quently could not be in a position to make a clear case of it 

Take the following authors as the only base of informa­
tion Champlain, Sagard, Marie de l’Incarnation, Dollier,
ComdlSo^èraYn'àfQuekc:11 m ^ °f the

.he,„CS,t SSrte?
dress their hair upright. This was in Lake Huron.

|he Hurons, who spoke a language totally different from
the Standing Hairs and who lived in open fields, designated
them as the Men of the Woods, to indicate that they were
roaming in the forests (county of Bruce and Manitoulin Is-
mnd.) In Huron-Iroquois language this was Ondataoua.
French translated it into Gens des Bois quite correctly.
j AS no lnchcation of the name by which the Outaouas
designated their own nation.
Champlain : Cheveux Relevés :

resi-
etts,
Lib-

, and

/ice-
Ben-
yne,

Zice-
Ben-
llan-

resi-
>ard-
Le- The

rice-
; o.
. B.

Standing Hair. No other
name.

Sagard, 1625Cheveux Relevés and Gens des Bois are like 
one nation he says.

Jesuit Relations, 1654-56: Ondataouaouat, Outaouak ; 1660 
Outaouac.

Journal des Jesuits, 1654 : Ondata8a8ak alias 
(8 is the softest sound of w.)

CW/ Souverain de Quebec, ,66j, ,67o : 8ta8au, 8ta8ak. 
Mane de l Incarnation, 1660 : Outaouak 
Dollier de Casson, <665: Outaoua.
Nicolas Perrot 1660-1715 ; Outaoua.
La Potherie 1700 \ Outaouak.

Zice-
».

8ta8ak, 8ta8at.

Tice-X Q

^1
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That writers who came after 1700» an^ who never had 
any intercourse with the nation before its dispersion, took 
upon themselves to modify the spelling and pronunciation of 
the name by making it “ Ottawa ’ and “ Outaouais, ’ has 
no effect on'the above authorities ; but it puzzles everybody 
and makes us believe that there is yet a problem to be solved 
in that direction.

There is no doubt that Ottawa and Outaouais are both

22
those > 
expose 
floatin' 
cheeks

T
ignorai

t:

it was
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inoderi 
it seem 
of read

wrong.
The French made “Outaoua” out of “ Ondatahoua.” 

No other explanation can stand the test of the authors of the 
17th Century. The plural took k.

The final sound is a broad and open note : 011a, ouat, ouak, 
ouac, Sack. In French (Normandy) letter a is broad, like 
in English. When you meet with ouak and ouac, rest as­
sured that this is written to satisfy the pronunciation of some 
Frenchmen who use the flat a, such as in Gignac, Frontenac, 
Balzac (south west of France.)

Ondata, if corrupted into Outa as I believe, is less easy to 
explain. One would conceive that it was Ondata, but all the 
printed works and all the manuscripts of the 17th Century 
have On instead of Ou.

The figure 8 placed in the centre of the word is there to 
represent a soft w *. Sanakong for Wanakong, KaminiskSe for 
Kaminiskwe. Eight is “ huit ” in French and must be sound­
ed with that particularly soft tone the letter u has in the 
north and west of France. It is not ou nor w ; to pronounce 
it you must round your lips and try to whistle softly. It is 
not generally found practicable to any other people but those 
who have used it from the cradle. That sole letter in the 
mouth of a man suffices to detect how far his origin is French.

For instance, ask an Englishman to pronounce Huron— 
and hear the word from the tongue of a Frenchman, you will 
understand that the French u is not at all like the English

T1
Champ 
in 161^ 
of the ^ 
by the 
perfect 
ually tl 
Outaou 
far awa 
manusc

aw

In
dred ye 
railway 
right, a

Th
the Can 
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in good 
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name.

ill
1 one.

Now that we have said that Outaoua comes from Onda- 
taoua, let us see the opinion of modern authors who have 

different etymology without consulting the truegiven a 
sources in this matter.

Some suppose that the expression, Grandes Oreilles ap­
plied to the Outaouas is a translation of the latter name. 
We have already shown that Ondataoua means the Men of 
the Woods. The French said Grandes Oreilles : Large Ears, 
for the same reason they qualified them also Cheveux Relevés,
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those whose hair is tied up on the top of the head, those who 
expose their ears, by contrast with other races wearing long 
floating hair covering the neck, the ears and part of the 
cheeks.

er had 
, took 
ion of 
” has 
•ybody 
solved

The final sound ouais : Outaouais, is the result of pure 
ignorance, and is not more than eighty years old.

The form Ottawa did not exist during the French regime ; 
it was created by the English evidently from Outaoua.

As to the history of those people we have so often seen 
modern maps and books which place them in our valley that 
it seems impossible to remove that belief from the minds of 
of readers.

; both

houa.” 
of the

They were principally located in Manitoulin Island when 
Champlain met some of them at the mouth of French River 
in 1615. Afterwards they took refuge in Wisconsin for fear 
of the Iroquois. In 1654 they opened a trade with Montreal 
by the route of Lake Nipissing and the Grand River, then a 
perfect wilderness without any Indians on its shores. Grad­
ually the Grand River became known as the passage of the 
Outaouas, the Outaoua. This application of the name of a 
far away nation to a Canadian River can be followed in the 
manuscripts covering the period of 1670-1700.

In the localities where the Outaouas emigrated two hun­
dred years ago there are now ten or twelve towns, villages 
railway stations and counties called “ Ottawa.” This is only 
right, although somewhat overdone.

The books and

, ouak, 
ke aw 
rest as- 
if some 
itenac,
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maps published in our century caused 
the Canadians to consider the “ valley of the Ottawa ” as the 
ancient residence of the Outaouas, and that name was imposed 
in good faith upon young By town. It is the consecration of an 
error. The Capital of Canada stands before us under a foreign 
name. 6

Onda- 
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le true

lies ap- 
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The Violinist.I9e

< By A. Lampman, B.A., F.R.S.C.:

[Read Nov. 19th, 1897.

In Dresden in the square one day,
With wheezy bow and proffered hat, 

A face of parchment seamed and grey, 
An old blind violinist sat.

«

V

Like one from whose worn heart the heat 
Of life had long ago retired,

He played to the unheeding street
Until the the thin old hands were tired.

t

I
Few marked the player how he played, 

Or how the child beside his knee 
Besought the passers-by for aid 

So softly and so wistfully.

i
A stranger passed. The little hand

Went forth, so often checked and spurned. 
The stranger wavered, came to stand,

Looked round with absent eyes and turned. (

r

He saw the sightless, withered face,
The tired old hands, the whitened hair, 

The child with such a mournful grace,
The little features pinched and spare.

1

1y
“ I have no money, but,” said he 

“ Give me the violin and bow.
I’ll play a little, we shall see,

Whether the gold will come or no.”

1

A*

I

V/
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With lifted brow and flashing eyes K»
He faced the noisy street and played.

1 he people turned in quick surprise,
And every foot drew near and stayed.

hirst from the shouting bow he sent
, A summons, an impetuous call ;
Then some old store of grief long pent 

Broke from his heart and mastered all.

I lie tumult sank at his command,
The passing wheels were hushed and stilled •

1 lie burning soul, the sweeping hand 
A sacred ecstasy fulfilled.

The darkness of the outer strife,
The weariness and want within,

The giant wrongfulness of life,
Leaped storming from the violin.

25

The reins of glittering carriages
Were checked and drawn from far and 

And all with wondering countenances
Leaned from their cushioned seats to hear.

near,

And then the player slacked his tone, 
And wrought another miracle 

O music, half a prayer, half moan, 
A cry exceeding sorrowful.

A strain of pity for the weak,
The poor that fall without a cry,

The common hearts that never speak,
But break beneath the press and die.

Throughout the great and silent crowd 
The music fell on humain ears,

And many kindly heads were bowed,
And many eyes were warm with tears.

)

I

l
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“ And now your gold," the player cried,
“ While love is master of your mood;" 

He bowed, and turned, and slipped aside, 
And vanished in the multitude.

26

V
And all the people flocked at that,

The money like a torrent rolled, 
Until the grey old battered hat

Was bursting to the brim with gold.

And loudly, as the giving grew,
The question rose on every part,

If any named or any knew
The stranger with so great a heart.

of tl 
repr 
the '

divis 
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have

Or what the moving wonder meant,
Such playing never heard before ;

A lady from her carriage leant,
And murmured softly, “ It was Spolir."
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Place-Names of Canada.

Bv George Johnson, F.S.S. (hon.)

[Read December jrd, i8çj.

When all are here and no by-elections on, 213 members 
of the House of Commons assemble on Parliament Hill* to 
represent the people of the 200 electoral districts which include 
the whole country from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

. Kmd1 of these divisions has a name. Included in each 
du îsion are many subdivisions, in all cases having distinctive 
names ; excepting in the case of Prince Edward Island, where 
the subdivisions are distinguished by numerals, to-day as they 
have been for 130 years.

These divisions are known, in most of the Provinces, as 
Counties, and the subdivisions as Townships, Parishes, Muni­
cipalities, Polling Districts, etc.

Divisions and Subdivisions, as we had to deal with them 
in the Census, numbered 3,600 census places.

Consultation with the Post Office List provides the infor­
mation that there are over 9,000 post offices in the country, 
each with a place-name ; some of them duplicates of the place- 
names of the electoral districts and of the Census subdivisions : 
most of them not so.

A study of a good map reveals the names of Lakes, Moun­
tain ranges, Mounts, Rivers and Streams—thousands of them ; 
many of the names not duplicated in the names of the Coun­
ties, Parishes, Townships, Municipalities and Post Offices.

Taking the map as a guide we travel along the coast­
line of the Dominion, from the fire-devastated town of Wind-
ancient l* & »ery aPProPriate name. The hills were the
Hm nl? « °f meeting for conference on public affairs. Thus Mote

Hifl Ti*dl ,mean8 ^«People’s hill.” Parliament is French for talk,
ort'1' ,uit“,he co°ditio" °»
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sor, N. S., along both sides of the meadow-decorated Minas 
Basin and the tide-scoured Bay of Fundy ; round rock-ribbed 
Nova Scotia ; around the island-sentinelled Gulf of St. Law­
rence ; along the Labrador coast that has witnessed for cen­
turies the gay or gloomy procession of icebergs, torn from 
their colossal cradle of the North and hurried by the Polar 
current to their grave on the submerged shores of the Gulf 
Stream ; around the silent Hudson Bay with its ice-fringed 
coasts ; along the Arctic* littoral, the very home and throne 
of our “ Our Lady of the Snows ; ” and adown the Pacific 
shores over which the Kuro-siiva^ pours its tempering heat 
and abundant moisture. Everywhere we find names of islands, 
of gulfs, bays, coves, harbours, inlets, canals and other inden­
tations of the coast-line—also by the thousand.

We have thus many thousands of place-names to deal 
with, and every name has a meaning. It had an origin and 
it has a significance.

To those interested in the study of place-names, the ques­
tions naturally arising are (1st) “ who gave the name,” (2nd) 
“ why was the name given ?”

To answer the first question would be to sketch with 
less of detail the place-name Fathers of Canada. 

Missionaries and navigators, saints and sinners, lordly rulers 
and humble porters, politicians and civil servants, sovereigns 
and speculators, explorers and store-keepers, surveyors and rail­
way presidents—English, Basques, Portugese, Spaniards, 
French and Indians—have scattered, with profuse hand, place- 
names in every part of the Dominion.

To tell about those who have taken a prominent part in 
the place-name giving of Canada would be to tell of Cabot, 
Denys, Hudson ; Cartier, Champlain, Roberval ; Drake, Gil­
bert, Cook, Vancouver ; Bréboeuf, Rambault, Albanel ; Veran- 
drye, Mackenzie, Frazer ; the Simpsons, George and Thomas ; 
La Salle, Marquette, Jolliet, Thompson, Henry; Rae, Simcoe, 
Guy and Thomas Carleton ; Bayfield, Desbarres, Commander 
Bolton ; Perley of New Brunswick, Geo. M. Dawson, William 
Ogilvie, Robert Bell ; W. D. LeSueur, A. P. Low, R. G. Mc­
Connell ; J. B. Tyrrell, W. C. Van Horne and many others,
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*The Arctic ocean received its name from the Greek word Arktos, a 
bear, on account of the northern constellations of the Great and Little 
Bear—which sparkle in its waters. Our Great Bear Lake derives its 
name from the same source.

+The Black Current so called from its dark blue color which con­
trasts with the green of the ocean through which it flows, Kuro-Siwa 
is a Japanese w ord.

#Wh< 
in Londo

%

tP
V

m

J

HB
Ef
l

>



1897-8. TRANSACTIONS. 29

who during four centuries have been the place-name fathers 
of the country, on a large scale. It would be to tell of the 
Browns, the Smiths, the Joneses, the Robinsons and all the 
other individuals who became “ men of light and leading ” in 
a thousand Canadian communities, whose virtues are perpet­
uated in the Smithvilles, the Bell’s Corners, the Bellevieux 
Coves, the Baker’s settlements, etc., and who, by their super- 

energy or by accidental environment, have given their 
names to many of our Post Offices. I made a count of these 
and found that there are over 500 post offices in the country 
whose names correspond to those of the Post Masters actually 
ministering to the demands of the several communities for 
epistolary correspondence and for the ever-welcome family 
newspapers.

Such stories of the place-name fathers, great and small, 
would be replete with interest to young and to old alike, each 
having its full share of moving incident by sea and by land 
by flood or by field. ’
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With Cabot, on board the Matthew, we would have to 
scout along the shores of north-east Canada, now cautiously 
entering unknown straits, now exultingly sailing into broad 
and deep harbours, disturbed by many storms of wind, but 
happily undisturbed by the vapourings of a Harrisse or the 
disquisitions of a Dawson 011 the landfall question. With 
Basques and Portugese we would have to visit almost surrep­
titiously (modern fishermen-like), rivers such as the St. Law­
rence and Miramichi, and follow porpoise and whale far up 
their courses. With Cartier we would have to venture through 
the gloomy portals of the Saguenay and pass through the 
forest-lined waters of the great river, giving names to frown­
ing cliffs, heated bays, luxuriant islands and glorious promon­
tories. With Vancouver we would have to wander, on board 
the “ Discovery ” or the “Chatham,” amidst the floods and 
mazes of the Straits of Georgia—now sweeping on under full 
sail, now moving cautiously and heaving the lead at every 
point, and now making preliminary explorations in cutter 
and rowboat, watching the water for hidden rocks and shoals 
and the land for ambushed natives. With Win. Baffin or 
John Davis, or Martin Frobisher* or Henry Hudson or Luke 
Fox or George Back or Capt. Dease or Edward Perry or John 
Franklin or P rancis McClintoch or Tlios. Simpson, we would
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Vihave to push our perilous w.. .mong the ice-floes of the Arctic 
slope of our country ; study me Aurora-Borealis race in that 
part of the world where, in their most gorgeous garbs, they 
most rapidly flit ere you can point their place ; and endure 
the monotony of a six months’ day and a six months’ night 
as the compass of our year.* With Champlain we would 
have to traverse the unknown Ottawa, watch the Indians 
offering tobacco t to their deities on the rocks of the Chaudière 
Falls, follow the “trough” to Nipissing, and, after many 
vicissitudes of fortune, gaze upon the waters of the Mer 
Douce (Lake Huron) and of the other Great Lakes.

With Verandrye we would have to make journeys full of 
perils from Lake Superior to Lake Winnipeg, and thence 
along the rivers of the plains. With Sandford Fleming! we 
would have to cross from “ Ocean to Ocean ” by unknown 
paths over the mountain ranges of British Columbia. With 
Geo. M. Dawson and Win. Ogilvie, we would have to enter 
the Yukon region, watch McConnell make a micrometer 
survey of the Stikine, and Ogilvie secure chronometer longi­
tudes for the establishment of the boundary line, and help 
Dawson name Mounts Lome and Lansdowne and Logan and 
Jubilee and a score of other places—shoot, with these explorers, 
the White Horse Rapids, and scale the Chilkoot or the Cliil- 
kat Pass—chilled to the bone. With Dr. Robert Bell we 
would have to foot it in the inhospitable country of Nipigon 
or of Baffin Land, or in the hydrographic basin beyond the 
sources of the Ottawa river, where the Bell river tintinnabulâtes 
through golden sands into Rupert Bay, where Mount Laurier 
lifts high its crest, and where Lake Beatrix recalls Lord Lans- 
downe’s gentle daughter and her brilliant marriage ceremony 
of a month ago. Under the guidance of J. B. Tyrrell we 
would have to penetrate the Barren Lands and discover 
and name in 1893 the Geikie River, 900 miles long, 
“ in honor of Professor James Geikie of Edinburgh, who has 
done so much to foster the study of glacial geology.”
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Atlantic Monthly, March, 1808.
+Mr. Moncure Conway says that a true history of tobacco would be 

a history of English and American liberty.
£Sir Sandford Fleming, K.C.M.G., gave many of the place-names 

along the Intercolonial Ry., named all the stations along the C. P. R. 
from East of Lake Superior to Winnipeg and is memorized in the place- 
-name Fleming in Assiniboia,
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With Sir William Van Horne*Arctic 
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we would have to toil
and struggle to provide the thousand place-names which 
to be selected in connection with the naming of the 
of the C. P. Ry. *

Plenty of

had 
stations

of pair., much vain wrest- 
. . , - . ‘eat and privations of manv
kinds ; many J\ ^nsen-like experiences. But what a host of 
place-names we would have heard given by these Fathers of 
our Place-nomenclature.

We would have to follow in their devious wandering not 
«alone the men who have been named, but also the Aboriginal 
Indians (the “naturals,” Rev. Richard Hakluyt styled them) 
as their moccasined feet threaded the way through pathless 
forests, or their marvellous canoes «and their matclil ss snow- 
shoes carried them along the streams and plains in their hunt 
for the sturgeon and the striped or white or blue or black bass 
and for the beaver, the buffalo, the moose or the caribou and 
watch them as with wonderful insight they discover the great
topographical features of the country and'apply their
of music to them.

We must (however reluctantly) give upon this occasion, 
the idea of following the thought-trails suggested by the q 
tion “ Who gave the place-names of Canada,”and confine 
selves to the query : “ Why was the name given ?”
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Isaac Taylor says « there are only about 300 German 
grund-ivorter (root words) which, variously combined with 
the bestimmungs-worter (designative words) constitute the 
500,000 names which are found upon the map of Germany ” 
No such clue have we to guide us through the labyrinth of
our place nomenclature.

With us the first step is to ascertain whether the name 
is enchorial or is foreign—is local, indigenous, and with the 
avour of the soil clinging to it ; or has come to us—as bananas

and sardines and lemons and ostrich feathers come__from
abroad; is, in fact, home-made, or is an imported article.

We have borrowed place-names, as well as money, from 
Gre«at Britain—in the one case «as in the other sometimes 
wisely and oftentimes foolishly. When we called a place Sud

dgwick,

voulil he

e-names 
C. P. R. 

le place- I Dr. Robert 
some 1,200

explored.

5

//

/I

V

ax
 ®

n

■ pa



1897-8.TRANSACTIONS.32
i897"

bury we did a foolish thing seeing that it means Southborough 
and has been transplanted to Ontario and given a local habi­
tation in the North country, contrary to all the regulations of 
Onomatology.* Mr. Suite at the last meeting of the Society 
gave us samples of foolishly selected names, including, as he 
contends, the place-name of this city—Ottawa. Sir William 
Van Horne mentions Iiergcn as a singularly inappropriate 
place-name, being situated in the middle of a great plain of 
Manitoba, while the original Bergen is a seaport of Norway 
surrounded by high mountains. Every feature in the new 
place is the direct opposite of the old place—the one a moun­
tain-begirt town, the other a plain-encompassed village ; the 
one washed by the briny ocean—and if you want to know 
what that means read Robert Stevenson's tale of the “ Merry 
Men”—the other without any water, fresh or salt, in it ; the 
one a great entrepot for fish and fish products, the other 
scarcely seeing a fish from one year’s end to another.

A few months ago the Royal Society of Canada affixed 
a tablet to the Province Building in Halifax to commemorate 
the connection of the Venetian merchant tvvith our country. 
The plan adopted in this case has been a favorite for many 
years ; only the tablets have taken the form of place-names 
derived from surname, Christian name and title of persons 
who in some way or other have been associated with Canada. 
Our borrowings in this line have been extensive. Very few 
Lords of Plantations, Secretaries of War (when these were 
also Secretaries for the Colonies) and Secretaries and 
Under-Secretaries for the Colonies (since 1854) have escaped 
the seaching place-name hunter called upon to baptize the 
new township or county or village with a name that will suf- 
ficently identify it. Of the 108 of these functionaries who 
have administered our affairs in the Imperial Government 
since 1768, I failed to find among our place-names, Castle- 
reagh, Hicks-Beach, Chamberlain, Ball, Pirbright, Meade, 
Pauncefote and Bramston—8 out of 108.

Since Jacques Cartier’s time Canada has had 300 kings 
and queens, governors, governors-general and lieutenant-gov­
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•Sometimes a great and important fact is embalmed in a place- 
name applied in the reverse of the Geographical position. Thus 
Sutherlandshire occupies a far North place on the map of the Island of 
Great Britain though it means the South land. The name was evi­
dently given by persons living north of Great Britain; probably the 
Norwegian settlers of the Orkney Islands gave it.

tCabot is appropriately memorized in Cabot Straits- the water pas­
sage between Newfoundland and Cape Breton.
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Halifax, Osborne, Walpole, Pelham,Hardwicke,Granville 
Newcastle, Rôckingham, Carleton, Dundas, Shelburne 
Grenville, Lansdowne, Liverpool, Eldon, Elgin, Canning 
Goderich, Melville, Grey, Fox, Palmerston, Melbourne 
Brougham, Wellington, Lyndhurst, Peel, Lytton, Stanley 
Gladstone, Salisbury, Hartington, Russell, Bright, Clarendon 
Beaconsfield, Spencer, Pembroke, Oxford, Bedford, Dunk 
Sandwich, Mulgrave, Clarence, Somerset, PZgmont; Aberdeen 
—these and several scores more are place-names of Canada 
given because those for whom they were named were Lords 
of the Admirality, Colonial Secretaries, Premiers, Secretaries 
of War, Governors, or other high officials of the Empire. I11 
connection with these names there is wide scope for historical 
reminiscence having a distinctively Canadian flavor.

^ In the same way and for the same reasons, the sovereigns 
of Great Britain and their sons and daughters are memorized 
in Canadian place names. We have King’s Counties and 
Queen’s Counties and Georgetowns and Williamsburgs. and 
Louises and Albert Edwards and (illustrative of the compara­
tive youth, as well as of the abounding loyalty of the country,) 
we have 30 Victorias and Victoria Beaches, Peaks and Dales.

From French statesmen, governors, etc., we have bor­
rowed our place-names of Jacques-Cartier, Roberval, Chain- 
plain, Montmagny, Coulonge, Lauzon, Frontenac, Vaudreuil, 
Longueuil, Beauharnois, LaTour, Chambly, Bonaveuture, 
Montcalm, Marguette, Provencher, Laval, Iberville, Lévis, 
Lotbiniere, Richelieu, Charlevoix, Montmorency, Nicolet, 
Soulanges, Verchères—the mention of which names calls up 
the long succession of able men justly held in sweet remem­
brance by our French brothers.

I do not know how better to illustrate this feature of 
our place-naming than to take British Columbia and New 
Brunswick as examples, presenting each in the form of a 
monograph.

eruors, including my old friend Lt.-Gov. Mclnnes of British 
Columbia and the latest appointed, Sir Oliver of Ontario. 
From them we have drawn the place-names of about 60 of 
our electoral districts and of several scores of our minor sub­
divisions.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

FROM THE PLACE-NAME POINT OF VIEW.

When Columbus set sail from a Spanish Port on the 3rd 
August, 1492, with three vessels and one hundred and twenty 
men he believed that he would sight land if he sailed long 
enough ; and that the land would be the Indies. The Old 
World path along which commerce plodded was that which 
crossed the land at the eastern end of the Mediterranean and 
thence by the Indian Ocean found its eldorado in the East. 
Hence, Venice, as the western terminal and distributing point, 
gained great wealth and aroused the jealousy of Spain and 
other nations of Western Europe. These sought the Indies 
by rounding the Cape of Good Hope. Columbus conceived 
the idea that as the earth was spheroidal in form he could 
abandon the shore-hugging way of the past and, boldly ven­
turing 011 the wide, unknown ocean, sail on in a westerly 
course and reach the land of riches. When he found his way 
barred by an immense continent, he, Americns Vespucci and 
others sought along the coast for a passage that would take 
them to the western shores of the Pacific Ocean, on the east 
coast of which were the wealth and commodities of the Indies 
and Cathay, the gold and diamonds and precious stones that 
had given a magnificent sparkle to all the legends told to the 
wondering sons and daughters of Western Europe.

After them came other navigators who sought to pierce 
the continent, and in the hope of so doing ranged as Arctic 
explorers from the Straits of Belle Isle northward to Green­
land, sometimes pushing the prows of their vessels into Hamil­
ton Inlet and Ungava Bay ; at others forcing their way into 
Hudson’s Great Bay and all along through the ice-girt islands 
that now compose the Island Province of the Dominion, the 
new-born District of Franklin ; or passing into the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, pushed up the river, past Montreal, past Eachine, 
past Lakes Ontario, Huron, Superior, and on, still on, seeking 
the water courses that would carry their ships out into the 
Pacific and on their way to China and India ; or poking their 
vessels’ noses into every stream and river and gulf from the 
Bay of Fundy to the Gulf of Patagonia, thinking that in each
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great river or deep indentation they were to make the great 
iscoven that would wrest from the Old World trade-path its 

pre-eminence and give the western people of Europe their 
share of the commerce that had enriched the Mediterranean 
countries. Finding no opening in all their search along- the 
shores from Hudson Strait to Magellan Strait, they sailed 
round the southern end of the continent and turning north­
ward painfully began anew their search for the passage of 
whose existence they were so positive that they called it, in 
advance of discovery, the Anian Strait.

Among the early navigators who searched the western 
coasts of the continent, one of the earliest was Juan de Fuca 
a Greek sailor engaged by the Spanish Government and sent 
out by the Spanish Viceroy at Acapulco in Mexico. He 
asserted that he had found the desired passage in the Strait 
that separates Vancouver Island from the mainland-and into 
winch the Fraser River opens its wide mouth. This was in 
1592 and we have a reminder of the Greek sailor’s trip in the 
place-name, “Juan de Fuca Straits.’’ Before this effort Ad­
miral Drake—the great seaman who took so active a part in 
the revolution of theTôth Century by which the transition 
from galley warfare to warfare under sail, from the period of 
oars to the period of sails, was effected, and the further evolu­
tion of the British ship of war from its prototype, the Drakar 
or long ship o the Norsemen, to the “ Terrible ” type of 
steam-dnven battle-ships, was made possible—in 1579 visited 
the Northern Pacific Ocean, having with him much plunder 
of Spanish vessels which he greatly desired to convey to 
English ports as swiftly and as safely as possible. He went 
north to the 49th parallel of latitude, found nothing that 
suggested a passage way through to the North Atlantic, turned 
the bows of his vessels southward and went to the “ Island 
Kingdom ’’ by way of stormy Cape Horn, from impalement 
on which Ins good seamanship saved him *

In 1774 Juan Perez in command of an expedition of dis­
covery sailed from San Bias to head off the Russians then 
making explorations in the North Pacific Ocean. His instruc­
tions were to make land as far north as the 60th degree of 
latitude and take possession in the name of the King of Spain 
He visited Queen Charlotte Islands and Nootka Sound which 
lie named San Lorcn-o, a name which took no hold but soon

. . /PfP® Horn was discovered and named by Schouten 
his birth place the town of Horn in the Netherlands. in 1616 after

lie 3rd 
:wenty 
;d long 
îe Old 
which 
in and 
s East, 
point, 

in and 
Indies 

iceived 
could 

y ven- 
esterly 
is way 
:ci and 
1 take 
le east 
Indies 
s that 
to the

pierce 
Arctic 
Green- 
flam il­
ly into 
slauds 
m, the 
of St. 

ichine, 
Peking 
to the 
r their 
111 the 
a each

1897-8. 1897-8. transactions. 35

W

\
\

\

i

\



1897-8.36 TRANSACTIONS.

disappeared, being properly swallowed up by the original 
Indian name. In the next year Perez again made his appear­
ance on the coast and took possession of the northwest coast 
as far as Alaska, not finding, however, any passage ; in fact 
shrouding whatever discoveries he made in the obscurity of 
deliberate concealment. His connection with our country is 
remembered in the place-name Juan Peres Sound in Queen 
Charlotte Islands.*

England now came to the front in the practical way that 
has made her so successful. She offered a reward of ^20,000 
to the discoverer of a passage north of the 52nd parallel. In 
March, 1778, Capt. Cook left the Sandwich Islands 011 his 
homeward trip after his voyage of circumnavigation and took 
the northern course, sighted Cape Flattery and concluded his 
narrative by writing when in latitude 69° 32' ; “.We are now 
upwards of 520 leagues to the westward of any part of Baffin’s 
or Hudson’s Bay and whatever passage there may be, it, or at 
least part of it, must be to the* north of latitude 72°. Be­
yond naming the places he visited and making a small 
collection of furs he did little. That little, however, was of 
great importance. It changed the current of mercantile 
thought. If there was no passage, there were furs. There 
was business to be done and if the passage should be found 
well and goo i. It ceased to be the primary object. In con­
sequence, there were the fur-trading explorations of Hanna, of 
Strange, of Portlock and Dixon, all of 1786; and Barclay’s 
expedition of 1787, accompanying which was Mrs. Barclay, 
probably the first European woman to visit that part of the 
North Pacific Coast. Hanna named Sea Otter Sound and 
Fitzhugh Sound. To Strange we are indebted for Cape Scott, 
named after one of the Bombay merchants who fitted out his 
vessels. Dixon’s memory is perpetuated in Dixon Straits 
and it was he who named Queen Charlotte Islands. Barclay 
is remembered in Barclay Sound.

Other expeditions were that of Meares in 1787-89 whose 
shipbuilding operations resulted in a quarrel between Spaip 
and Great Britain only settled by a treaty signed at Madrid in 
1794 ; the Kendric and Grey Expedition of 1788, the ships in 
this instance flying the United States flag ; (they named the 
Columbian River after one of their vessels and thus indirectly 
gave us the place-name of the Pacific province, British Col-

*Anyone who wishes to study the Queen Charlotte Islands from the 
place-name point of view cannot do better than consult Dr. George 
Pawsop’s monograph in the Geological Survey Report of 1878-79,
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uinbia) ; the Martinez and Haro expedition, 1789 ; (they 
ed Haro Strait for us) ; the Eliza expedition, 1790-95. 
memorated in the place-name Port Eliza ; and the Vancouver 
expedition, 1791-95 the chief objects of which were to make 
a vigorous search for the elusive Anian Strait, to find out 
what settlements had been made by other countries and to 
take possession of some English property in Nootka Sound.

In the meantime the Hudson’s Bay Company, since 1670, 
had been extending their operations from the great bay 
from which they take their name, westward, till in 1782-3, 
the Northwest Company entered the field as determined rivals 
of the older company. One of the officers of this latter 
pany, Alexander Mackenzie, wears double laurels, as the first 
discoverer of the Mackenzie River and its Arctic Ocean out­
let, and as the first whiteman who went through the Rockies 
to the Pacific Ocean.

Subsequently the great lumber companies explored the 
bays and sounds and inlets in search of easily accessible forest 
trees, giving their names to many lakes just as in the Ottawa 
valley the men of the lumber-camps have given the names of 
many of their “bosses”* to the lake-feeders of the river.

Then came the gold discoveries, and then followed the 
Canadian Pacific Railway.

From all these sailors and shoremen, explorers and 
veyors and lumbermen have come the place-names of British 
Columbia, many of them being Indian names or adoptions 
from the Haidahs, the Nootkas and the Shuswaps, the three 
great families of the Columbian group of aborigines. The 
marks of them all are upon the shores, the mountains, the 
islands, and the various forms of water—the rivers, inlets, 
lakes, gulfs, sounds, canals and arms.

As a name-father Capt. Cook is responsible for a number 
of place-names along the north-west coast of North America. 
He gave Cape Flattery its name on 22nd March, 1778, because 
from the lay of the land, “ there appeared to be a small open­
ing which flattered us with the hopes of finding an harbour.” 
As in this instance Hope told not only a flattering, but what 
in the honest sea-captain’s view was the same, an untruthful 
tale, he called the promontory Cape Flattery.

"The evolution of the word “boss" is interesting. It was originally 
baxe—the man at the hase ; the man upon whom the enterprise rests. 
We say “ It rests with him to make it a success.” The Early Dutch on 
this continent used the word Baas, and the English sounding of "boss" 
goon came to spell it so,
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He missed Juan de Fuca Straits by being blown to the 
westward. His iiext landfall was a place called by him King 
George’s Sound, but which lie, later on, suggested should bear 
the native name of Nootka. There he remained long enough 
*0 satisfy himself that the natives were a very superior race, 
“ for,” said he, “ I must observe that I have nowhere in my 
several voyages met with any uncivilized nation or tribe who 
had such lotions of their having a right to the exclusive pro­
perty of anything that their country produces as the inhabit­
ants of this Sound ”—a characteristic of us Canadians to this 
day, whether at the British Columbian or the Nova Scotian 
end, with all that is between included. Cook sailed for the 
mainland where he sighted, on the 2nd May, Mount Edge­
combe, well within the territory now claimed by the United 
States as Alaska. He journeyed along till the 26th. October 
giving place-names right and left—none of them however in 
Canadian territory—the few he gave along the Nootka Sound 
territory not surviving ; “ Nootka ” has overwhelmed Cook’s 
place-name of King George’s Sound ; “ Point Breakers ” has 
given way to ” Point Maquilla,” so named in honor of a 
native chieftian with whom Meares had dealings in 1786 ; 
while “ Woody Point ” has been re-baptised “ Boulder Point ” 
the woods having disappeared and the boulders having become 
the prominent feature.

As is quite natural, Vancouver is the greatest name- 
father of the British Columbian coast. He was one of the 
early comers. He found an almost virgin soil in which to 
plant his place-names with every expectation of their taking 
root. He was engaged in a task that led him, in prosecuting 
it, to examine the coast very carefully. He was therefore all 
the time searching the nooks and crannies of the coast.

On the 8th March, 1791, Capt. George Vancouver receiv­
ed instructions, signed by Chatham, Hopkins, Hood and J. T. 
Townsend, to proceed to the Sandwich Islands, winter there 
and go in the Spring to the North West Coast of North 
America to obtain accurate information as to other nations 
who might have settled there and especially to obtain inform­
ation fer His Majesty’s use in respect to the “ water commun­
ications, which may tend to facilitate an intercourse, for the 
purpose of commerce, between the North West Coast and the 
country upon the opposite side of the continent inhabited by

*
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the king’s subjects.” In 1791 His Majesty’s subjects tin, : 
referred to were preparing to separate, Upper from Lower Can- 
ada, and to hold their first Legislative Assemblies, 
were not troubling themselves very much about the 
to China or about

,

They 
passage

a way across the continent bv means of 
water-stretches. They had to hew down the forest, hunt up 
sweethearts, prepare homes for them and work out the pro­
blem of life under many discouragements. But no doubt in 
many a home in the back-woods as well as in such centres of 
population as Montreal, (population 20,000,) Quebec and Hal­
ifax there were those who waited eagerly for news of the 
Vancouver expedition round the world. However that may 
be, Capt Vancouver sailed out of Falmouth, England, on the 
1st. April, 1791, in the “Discovery” accompanied by Lieut.

” He decided to go by way of
1st. April, 1791, in 
Broughton in the “ Chatham, 
tue Lape of Good Hope and see what Capetown, then a Dutch 

olony, was like and whether it was worth annexing to Great
our

lie stretched 
Chatham on

across ocean and reached C pe 
27th September, remaining on the Australian 

Coast to examine George Third’s Sound. Thence they sailed 
o Van Dieman Land and New Zealand, leaving on the 22nd. 

November for the Society Islands where they remained till 
the approach of March gave promise o a kindly reception in 
the North West Coast. This coast was sighted on 18th. April 
1792 after a month’s run. On the 29th. April Vancouver 
reached Cape Flattery naming it “Claffet” thinking for the 
moment that was the name Cook had given it, and passed up 
the Straits of Fuca coming to audio in a small bay now
known as Neali’s Bay, just round the orner rom Cape Flat­
tery. r
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am Cook, and some time after, when he learned that 
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his own and to <k Cook’s place-name. The next day the sharp 
eyes of his third Lieutenant (Baker) saw a mountain towrer- 
mg high and covered with snow, and Vancouver at once 
named it “ Mount Baker.” Where the vessels anchored for 
the night the lay of the land reminded Vancouver of the look 
of Dungene; ; in the British Channel and accordingly he 
named the borage “New Dungeness.”

The next day the yawl, the launch and the cutter started 
off with their occupants to explore the shores. They discovered
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island from the northern winds,
“ Discov-

a large bay protected by an
and Vancouver gave the bay the name of his vessel, 
ery Bay,” and called the island “ Protection Island;” and then 
all returned to the ships well pleased with their day’s work. 
The next day he made a circuit of a larger bay and called it 
“ Port Townsend,” in honor of one of the signers of his letter 
of instructions.

Day after day they pursued their task of discovering, and 
within a month had examined the huge “ pocket ” with 
its islets, its bays, its basins and had given to the 1,800 miles 
of coast it included, the general name of “ Puget Sound ” 
after Vancouver’s second Lieutenant, Peter Puget. By June 
he was ready to proceed northward and to enter the great 
internal sea, of which on June 4th, in honor of the King’s 
birthday, he took formal possession and named it, with 
bumpers, the “ Gulf of Georgia.” Thus far he had named 
Hood’s Canal after Rt. Hon. Lord Hood, another signer of 
his letter of instructions ; Port Orchard, after one of his men ; 
Vashon Island, after “ my friend Capt. Vashon of the navy 
Restoration Point, because the day they saw it was the day 
commemorative of “ that memorable event, the restoration of 
Monarchy and of King Charles II as its representative and 
Penn Cove “ in honor of a particular friend.” Then during 
July and till August 25th, he was busy exploring and naming 
the hosts of islands, passages, inlets, &c., between Grey’s Point 
and Cape Scott, the north west point of Vancouver Island. 
A glance at a good map will show that the 64 days were busy 
days. At Point Grey (named for Capt. Grey of the U. S. 
vessel « Columbia ”) hé found two Spanish vessels engaged in 
surveying the straits, for Spain had her eye upon the region. 
Vancouver’s courtesy was equal to theirs,and he called Galiano 
and Valdes Islands after the Commanders of these two vessels. 
Then lie went on northward, ever seeking to find some inlet 
that would connect with the great inland sea, which in turn 
would bring the Atlantic Coast of North America within 
close distance to the Pacific and, thus supply the opportunity 
to establish that north west passage believed so firmly by 
many to exist. He explored and named (after Sir Harry 
Burrard of the Royal Navy) Burrard Inlet, upon a magnificent 
headland of which the fine city of Vancouver is built, a 
memorial, 011 the mainland, ot the great sea captain. He 
named Atkinson Point after a “particular friend;” Anvil 
Island “ because of its shape ;” Point Upioood “ for an early 
friend Howe Sound, for Admiral Earl Howe ; Jervis Inlet,
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S^°od Saxfary ÿand^ for “Old friendsJohnstone 
Straits and Broughton Straits and Island and Mudge Cape 
and Hanson Island and Baker Passage to signalize his con- 

eneein his officers, while the “middies” were not forgotten, 
as Hardwick Island and Points Duff and Gordon and oth« 
place-names prove. Nelson Island he named after “ Captain 
Nelson of the Navy a seaman whose fame was within a 
few years to start ringing down the centuries. Thurlow 
Island and Chancellor Passage commemorate the great 
Chancellor of 1783, while Loughborough Inlet recalls Thur- 
low s alternating Chancellor, Alexander Wedderburn, 
Loughborough. ’
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rm ) an^uver sighted the coast on the 18th April and 
rounded the northern point of Vancouver Island on the 27th 
August, and between these dates had given to more than a 
hundred places names which most of them retain to this day, 
a few having been changed after the United S 
Oregon Treaty, secured a portion of the coast 
V ancouver.

the

j

On his second voyage Vancouver sighted the coast of 
Vancouver Island on the 18th May, 1793, and after a few 
days set out to continue the survey of the mainland coast and 
1 eturned to Nootka on Sept. 2nd, a period of three and a half 
months, during which he gave about 200 place-names and 
confirmed a dozen or more that had been given by previous 
explorers. He appears to have proceeded upon much the same 
plan as 111 his previous examination of the grandest archipel­
ago the world possesses, that between the mainland of British 
Columbia and Oregon and the Island of Vancouver. Cape 
Caution, he so named as a warning to all future navigators

nanfirf Caiï 7^7 ^ltS vicinity- Gardner Canal henamed after Vice Admiral Gardner, who was in command of
t îe station at Jamaica when Vancouver was there and who 
reported favorably of him, mçntioning him to Lord Chatham 
and the Admiralty. Behm Canal after Major Belun “in 
recollectton of the weighty obligations conferred by him on 
the officers and men of the Resolution and Discovery while 
while at Kamtchatka 111 1779” ; New Eddystone, because the 
~. T1 . , _ which the Eddystone light is perched :
.scape loint and Traitor Cove, because the treacherous
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natives attacked him in the last and because he and his men 
effected their escape from the first named. The great Edmund 
Burke, the centenary of whose death was observed last month 
(Nov. 1897) whose claim to renown is that he was a leading 
actor in the four high tragedies of his time the revolt of 
America, the insurrection in Ireland, the misgovernment of 
India and the revolution in France—Burke has his tablet in 
our place-name of Burke Canal given by Vancouver ; and this 
is so far as I can discover the only one assigned to him 111 Can­
ada. From the part he took as advocate and agent of the 13 
American colonies, Burke was not a favorite with the Unite 
Empire Loyalists who w:re giving place-names in Canada 
and the Eastern Provinces during the period of his greatest ac-
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Point Higgins he named after His Excellency Senr. 

Higgins de Vallenar, President of Chili, in “commemoration 
of kindness” shown him. Point Wales (west point of Obser­
vation Island) after, he writes, “ my much esteemed friend, Mr. 
Wales, of Christ’s Hospital, to whose kind instruction in the 
early part of my life I am indebted for that information which 
has enabled me to traverse and delineate these lonely regions.’ 
While the early Loyalists in Prince Edward County on the 
northern shores of Lake Ontario were doing honor to King 
George III by using the Christian names of his fifteen child­
ren for place-names, Vancouver, animated by the same thought 
was naming in honor of his King such places as Point Sophia, 
Point Augusta, Point Frederick, Point Amelia, Point Adol­
phus, Point Mary and Cape Edward. Port Fidalgo was 
named by Vancouver after Senr. Fidalgo who had visited 
the place in 1790 and bestowed several place-names 111 
remembrance of his friends, but had omitted to use 
his own name. Vancouver thought such modesty should 
have its reward, and with his usual broad minded gen­
erosity rescured Fidalgo from oblivion by giving the 
port his name. Port Countess, one might readily suppose 

named after some lady of that rank who had done 
a kindness to the ever-grateful sailor. It was really 
named in honor of Capt. Countess “of the Navy, as Vancou­
ver always refers to it, as if there were no other navy worthy 
his thought. Cape Hamond, far up on the North west coast 
of this continent, Vancouver named after Sir Andrew Snape 
Hamond, some time Governor of Nova Scotia and landed pro­
prietor of New Brunswick, who thus has the honor of having 
his name attached to places and rivers in the far West Pacific 
and in the Atlantic Provinces. In Point Couverain, \ an cou­
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ver perpetuated the “name of the seat of my ancestors.” In 
Point Hunter he showed his regard for “ my very partie lar 
friend and physician,” Dr. Hunter. In Cape'Henry nd 
Euglefield Bay he commemorated his “ regard for my much 
esteemed friend, Sir Henry Euglefield.” Cape Decision he 
so named because he there decided that this cape formed the 
north west continental point, as Cape Flattery formed the 
south west point of the archipelago. On Sept. 5th. 1793, the 
great name-father of the coast of North West America reach­
ed Nootka and sailed off to the Sandwich Islands there to 
winter. On April 14th. 1794 he returned to finish his survey 
and signalized his return by naming Point Woronzow in hon­
our of the Russian Ambassador at the British Court. Lynn 
Canal he named after “ the place of my nativity, Lynn in 
Norfolk.” About the 53rd. degree of north latitude one can 
find on a good map Mussel Canal, Carter Bay, and Poison 
Cove. These names commemorate one of the few deaths that 
occurred during Vancouver’s lengthy absence from England. 
One fine June morning Mr. Barrie of Vancouver’s vessel, the 
“ Discovery,” went with three seamen in a boat to explore an 
inlet. When they reached a cove they found and ate 
shell-fish. They were soon attacked with numbness in their 
faces and extremities ; then their whole bodies became numb. 
Mr. Barrie, alarmed at the symptoms, recommended them to 
“ pull for dear life,” as violent exercise would induce perspira­
tion. The three sailors bent to their oars and, like the sturdy 
British seamen they were, they “pulled for the shore.” On 
landing, one of them, Carter by name, rose to get out of the 
boat, but sank down. He was tenderly cared for by the officer 
and his two mates who had to a considerable degree recover­
ed, but he grew worse and died at mid-day on the pebble 
shore, ministered to to the end by his staggering comrades, wead 
and faint but dauntless in their dire extremity, 
mourned the loss of a “true man and a good sailor,” and gave 
the three names in commemoration of the event.
Rock, off Cape Ommancy, is a sailor’s monument to a brother 
sailor, Wooden, who there fell overboard and was drowned in 
the swirling tide. In his log Vancouver wrote he was “ a good 
man and an active sailor.” Point Conclusion indicates that 
the task was done and that the great seaman may now turn 
the bows of his vessels homeward. On his way out he names 
Cape Addington after the “ Speaker of the House of Com­
mons" and reached Nootka on September 2nd ; leaves on 16th 
October 1794 and arrives in the Thames 20th October,

some
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find that without any solicitation on his part he has been 
gazetted a Post Captain.

In B. Columbia the C. P. Railway people have given us 
Field after D. D. Field of the U. S. family of Fields to which 
Cyrus of Atlantic Cable fame belonged ; Mount MacDonald, 
after Sir John of glorious memory ; Mount Agnes, after

Baroness, Agnes of Earnescliffe ; Revelstoke, after Lord 
Revelstoke, one of the Barings; Mount Stephen, to 
memorate George Stephen, who has taken it as his title ; 
Mount Sir Donald, to keep in remembrance for future gener­
ations the Donald Smith whose unwavering faith in the rail 
passage—the real Anian passage—never faltered even when 
the fortunes of the C. P. R. were at their lowest point.

They or others have given us Mount Cartier, Mount 
Tilley, Mount Begbee—and have incidentally presented 
with a very good idea, viz., the appropriation of our mounts 
as memorials of the Fathers of Confederation, 
enough to go round and leave lots for the premiers of Canada, 
for our great scientists, historians and poets.
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NEW BRUNSWICK

FROM A PLACE-NAME POINT OF VIEW.

In 1757 the township of Cumberland was formed and 
named after Fort Cumberland, the name given by Col. 
Moncton to the French Fort Beausejour after its surrender in 
1755* It was a strip of land fourteen miles wide and extend­
ing from Cumberland Basin to Bay Verte—the whole distance 
across the isthmus of Chignecto which connects Nova Scotia 
with New Brunswick. In 1759 the growth of population in 
Nova Scotia to the south and to the north of the isthmus led 
the Nova Scotian Executive Council to create a new county 
embracing all the population north of Kings County on the 
Basin of Minas. The new county taking, its name from 
the fort and settlement around it* was called Cumberland, 
and embraced all the present Province of New Bruns­
wick,
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ias been

John region and all west of it another county to which was 
giA-en the name of Sunbury. The origin of die name is tost
Conwav phiPSfCr!atAd m Sunbury at that date were Burton, 
Conwa> Francfort, Gagctown, Maugersville, and New Town.
who had f* "a,”ed after Brigadier-General Ralph Burton
mierpd on ?i°°d™e- do Vth 2uebec after Wolfe had con­quered on the Plains of Abraham as our good friend Dr
andnther Ht , Con™a/ after Henry S. Conway, lie
Rrlv- iDllkeA^f 9r.afton. bem£ Secrateries of tate in the 
Rockingham Administration formed in 1765, Francfort •
Ge0neara yThn,namer fr°m French fort ? ?Gagetown (hn 
there ^,age’who was the Principal land-owner
there. Maugersville after Joshua Manger, whose ,
first on the list of grantees of land in that township 
/ own is, of course, descriptive.

There are, then, of the men influential enough to have their
rlTfJeMt0tleirrA?eCtive townships—Burton, Conway, 
Gage and Manger. Of these four, Mauger would be the 
most influential. He was wealthy, had a distillery in Halifax 
where Manger’s Beach still perpetuates his memory, and w£

Tlmsgîn Ih —anC1Aa tactions with the Government.
a r 1 ; !nmT1 Ar llvlst’s report for 1894, mention is

made of the act that the ords o Trade writing to Acting* 
Governor Belcher in 17 inform him that, when money fs 

qtured, he is to apply Mauger or his agent in Halifax 
drawing on the Treasury in his favor. In 1764 Mauger wa^ 
wrothy with the Lords of Trade and all the officials and dt 
clared that if he “does not get back the money, he will petition 
Parliament, one good effect of which, ” he says “if there 
is no other, will be to warn people against advancing money 

, nent.” His complaint appears to have
i SUPP°rt °f Chlef JUStice Belcller i for in February,
TW th T fl<1.nctlonary states Mauger’s case to the Lords of

banks oft.iC St. John River. What more natural than that
wouldted laVe^grted t0 Mo»tagu Wilmot that Sunbury 
would be a good place-name, taking it from the village of
Sunbury, near London ? * 01
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Whatever the origin of this early county place-name, it is 
certain that population increased and with it the desire to 
have a larger Colonial establishment. In 1784 New Bruns­
wick was erected into a separate province and Thomas Carle- 
ton was appointed its first Governor. Thousands of United 
Empire Loyalists had found their way to the Maritime Pro­
vinces and thousands more began the great work of colonizing 
the littoral of the St. Lawrence from Lake St. Francis to 
Lake Ontario ; the shores of Lake Ontario as far as the Bay 
of Quinte ; the neighborhood of Niagara and part of the 
shores of the Detroit River. They were finding homes in the 
ports of Shelburne, Halifax, Guysboro. They were pénétra 
ting into the valleys of the Annapolis and the Cornwallis and 
the Avon. They were pouring into the St. John River region, 
in great numbers. Organized government must go with 
them. It was in those days felt to be a difficult, if not an im­
possible, task to manage from Halifax the affairs of the people 
in such distant regions as Burton and Gagetown. So Thomas 
Carleton was sent to do the work.

No doubt he and his Council studied the subject care­
fully. The first work they had to do was to divide the pro­
vince into counties. They found on the map the counties 
of Cumberland and Sunbury—too large and unwieldy for pur­
poses of home rule. Accordingly they began to subdivide 
and to name the subdivisions. Cumberland belonged about 
equally to both provinces. But the newer yielded gracefully 
and abandoned Cumberland as a place-name to Nova Scotia. 
They did the next best thing. Looking on the map of Eng­
land—the motherland for whom so many had sacrificed every­
thing, home and ease and wealth and friends—they saw that 
Cumberland was adjoined by Westmoreland and Northumber­
land. What better names than these could be suggested? 
Surely none. So these two were adopted. The monarchic 
principle found expression in the place-names of Kings County 
and Queens, lying side by side. In St. John they preserved 
in its English form the old name given by De Monts in 1604. 
In Charlotte County (after Queen Charlotte) there is an exhibi­
tion of that strong personal love for the sovereign which 
characterized the men and women of that period. Sunbury, 
shorn of its giant dimensions, was retained as the sole memor­
ial of the province’s former connection with the sister pro­
vince of Nova Scotia.

The new names and boundaries of the counties were 
authorized by Royal letters patent in May, 1785.
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During the next year, 1786, the Governor and his Council 
appear to have addressed themselves to the task of subdividing 
the eight counties they had created.

Following the division into two counties made in 1765 
several townships had been named by the Nova Scotian 
executive and in addition to those already mentioned, there 
^erf Hopewell, Hillsborough, Moncton, Campobello (1770) 
Sackville (i77i) and Prince William (1783), all, except Campo­
bello and Prince William, in the Cumberland division.

These had all been designated townships in accordance 
with the plan adopted by Nova Scotia.

But the Governor and Council of New Brunswick objected 
to the word “township.” Possibly they feared it as too sug­
gestive of the New England Toivn which had proved the 
forcing house of revolt, the hotbed of rebellion. Possibly 
too, many of them had come from Maryland and Virginia and 
were thus familiar with the word Parish ; or probably it 
sounded more English to men who shrank from having around 
them any reminder of the cruel harshness meted out to them 
by the successful rebels. Whatever the reason, they decided 
upon the word Parish, instead of township, to represent the 
subdivisions of the county. They changed Amesburg into 
Kingston. Francfort was merged into Queensburg ; Conway 
was divided between Lancaster and Westfield ; Newton became 
St. Marys and the twelve of the period prior to 1784 became 
26, and these in the years intervening became, by 1891, 162 
parishes and wards, forming the units adopted in the Census 
work, of which 66 per cent, or two-thirds are names of persons 
or places of English origin.

I have not time to give in detail the place-names of New 
Bfunswick with their meanings. The name of the Province 
was selected in honor of he reigning family the word new 
being given in accordanc with the precedent established 
when New France, New England, New Netherlands, New 
Sweden and New Scotland (N " ia) were adopted. *ova
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M«J4ny°ne Wih? wi2hes to stiidy more minutely the place-names of

.d-Sî.eês:«ss:place names and that, with three or four exceptions, the names 
rivers, lakes and harbors are of Indian origin. of the
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OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS.

man
viz.,
chile

Connected with the place-names tender sympathy some­
times crops out. For instance Fort Connolly was named after 
James Connolly, whose daughter Nellie, a beautiful maidep of 
sweet sixteen, young Douglas (afterwards Sir James Douglas 
and Governor of Vancouver Island) along with his other duties, 
found time to woo and win as he sojourned, in the employ of 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. in the region of Bear Lake at the head of 
head of the branches of the Skeena River on the far off Arctic 
slope of our vast country. No doubt after honoring the father, 
Douglas found his path to the lady’s heart all the easier.

Frequently a story of hardship conquered by love and 
patience is embalmed in the place-name. The other day I read 
of Joan Murray Ritchie who had recently died. She was 
born in the little village of Knock in Dumfrieshire, Scotland, 
in 1809. Her father dying when she was a child she became 
a domestic servant with a family in Annan. When 24 years 
of age she married William Ritchie of Greystones. In 1841, 
with three children to care for, the couple came to Canada. 
Ritchie hired himself to a Scotchman of Vaughan for $100 a 
year with a house and pasture for a cow. After ten years he 
saved enough to buy a farm in the township of Flos, (name 
given from Gov. Col borne’s wife’s poodle dog), having him­
self during those years become an expert backwoodsman, 
while his wife had learned all that was required of a farmer’s 
wife in those days. She knew how to make maple-sugar, to 
spin yarn and make homespun. She understood the art of 
the dyer and could take the wool from the sheep’s back and 
put it through all the processes needed to transform it into a 
suit of clothes, to shield her man's back and sides and front 
from the blasts of a Canadian winter. In 1851 the family 
moved to their new home in the forest of Flos and built them 
a log cabin on the banks of the Wye, (a transplanted Welch 
word signifying water, and therefore often used for rivers). 
In the first year the husband and father cleared a patch of 
ground for wheat and potatoes and then went away to earn 
enough money to carry the family over the winter, leaving 
the wife to take care of the lonely forest home. Year after 
year they worked and planned to surround themselves with 
comforts, and extended a helping hand to other settlers, till a 
village sprung up of which Ritchie was appointed Postmaster 
and to which he gave the name Elmvalc, in honor of his
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noble-hearted wife whose birth-place among the rugged Scotch 
lulls was called LI nivale. Mrs. Ritchie survived her loving 
husband 30 years and had the happiness of seeing her children 
married and settled around her, the whole numbering nS
™;\4 da^hters, 3 sons, 72 grandchildren, 35 great |rand- 
children and one great great grandchild.

Gratitude is embalmed in some place-names, 
one example, “ to our purpose quite.”

th£.fortles there lived in Louisiana a man named Rev. 
Wilham Ring who rnarned a planter’s daughter. On her 
fathers death she inherited 15 slaves. These, on her death, 

lr. King liberated and, after selling his Louisiana plantation, 
arried them to Canada in 1848. He found in Western Can­

ada (now Western Ontario) a large number of fugitive slaves, 
very ignorant and living in great poverty. In 1850 he pre- 
sented their cases to the Presbyterian Synod, then in session 
in Toronto succeeded in enlisting the sympathies of its mem­
bers, as well as those of other denominations, and secured the 
'ZTfTi Canadian anti-slavery societies. As a practical 

t od of a ding the slaves a company was incorporated in 
June, 1850, called the Elgin Association. A prospectus was 
issued for the ‘‘social and religious improvement of the colored 
people of Canada as the Association announced its object.
J,Wllc was 38156(1 to take stock to the amount of $20,000. 
W 11 the money 9,000 acres of land were purchased from the 
Government at an average cost of $1.75 per acre. This tract 
was divided into lots of 50 acres for which the colored settler 
paid $2.50 per acre in ten annual instalments with interest. 
Mr. king formed the nucleus of the settlement by giving his 
15 freed negroes their land in 1850. While the Fugitive 
Slave Law was in operation in the United States many thou- 
sands of slaves found their way by the “ underground railway” 
into Canada, and in 1853,100 families had settled in the King 
2KWîe/aIm0re occupied improved farms in the

rnnft bf°tï00fd' They Te very helPful t0 each other, and 
most of the farms were cleared and homes built by means of
chopping bees, those warm-hearted neighborly institutions 

onTw^Canadian times. The settlers also found employment 
on the farms of their white neighbors and sold railway ties at
consmTcZ, 10 thC Canada So,,ther" Railway ,hen und«

.. *;,they advanced in prosperity a village sprang op in
- ' T"' be"lf? ti-le ,ral way station of Buxton, so named 

by the colored people in honor of Sir Powell Buxton, the dis-
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tinguished philanthropist whose life-long devotion to the 
cause of the slave in the colonies of Great Britain resulted in 
the Imperial Statute of 1833, by which the last vestige of 
slavery was removed from Canadian soil. The village of 
“ Buxton ” memorizes to this day, and let us hope for all time, 
the great event of the legal abolition of slavery in the British 
Colonies, and the gratitude of the fugitive slaves who found 
an asylum in free Canada from the wrongs and sorrows of the 
land of their birth.

On the 27th May, 1753, there sailed out of Halifax Har­
bour a fleet of fourteen transports carrying 1,453 persons, 
mostly Germans, with a few French-speaking Protestants 
from Switzerland and France, under charge of 92 regular 
troops and 66 rangers. Their destination 
Landing safely they began to build a town which they pro­
tected, on the land side from Indians, by palisades and block­
houses, and on the water side from pirates, by a battery called 
Fort Bowscawen. With true German promptitude they began 
at once to obey the primal command “ increase and multiply ” 
for Jane Margaret Bailey gave birth to a child on the first 
night after the landing. From this band has largely sprung 
the 37,000 souls ascertained by the Census of 1891 to be the 
population of the fine County of Lunenburg—as the town and 
county were christened for the first settlers a fortnight before 
they left Halifax, in memory of Lüneburg, in Hanover, 
Prussia. One of their first acts after landing was to call the 
stream on the banks of which they stepped from the boats, 
Rous's Brook in honor of Capt. Rous under whose safe con­
duct they had come to their future home. Thus Capt. Rous 
is remembered in our place-names, and that his memory is 
worthy of perpetuation is plain from the fact that he was in 
command of the Sutherland, 50 guns, when Wolfe was before 
Quebec, and that it was from the deck of this ship that Wolfe 
issued his last orders before he climbed the steep slope leading 
to the Plains of Abraham and to fame.

In the year 1783 the British legion which had served 
with distinguished reputation in the war between Great Brit­
ain and some of her American Colonies under Col. Tarleton 
came to Nova Scotia and began a settlement at Port Mouton, 
and laid out the boundaries of a town to which they gave the

They soon found that the soil was stony
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and barren, and, although they had built several dwelling 
houses, they determined to abandon the place. While they 
were making preparations for their departure a fire destroyed 
everything they had. A King’s ship was at once despatched 
from Halifax with provisions, or they would have suffered 
from hunger and exposure. Most of them gladly seized the 
opportunity and removed to Chedabucto Bay at the eastern 
end of the Province, where they joined a number of persons, 
belonging to the civil department of the army and navy, who 
left New York when the British forces evacuated it ; and as 
they had nothing else to take they took the name and gave it 
to the present Guysboro, leaving Port Mouton to rejoice in its 
original French name given it 180 years before by De Monts 
in 1604, because one of his few and precious sheep there 
jumped overboard and was lost. The new name of Guys­
boro was manufactured from the Christian name of Sir Guy 
Carleton, to do honor to the man to whom the British Author­
ities had committed the task of transporting from New York 
the thirty or thirty-five thousand Loyalists, Hessian soldiers 
and others, servants and slaves, who, on the conclusion of the 
war between Great Britain and her revolted colonies, resolved 
to cast in their lot with the mother land, and whose experience 
of Sir Guy’s considerate mind and feeling heart had aroused in 
them the strongest regard for him.

These somewhat lengthy statements serve to show to 
what extent, and for what reasons, our place-names have been 
imported : some from the political relations that exist or 
have existed between the two mother countries and ourselves ; 
others from sentimental causes that do credit to the 
hearts of the Canadian people, proving :—

“ How far the gulf stream of our youth may flow 
Into the Arctic regions of our lives.”

Time would fail to tell of the authors, poets (Tennyson, 
&c.) heroes of the mother-land* commemorated in our place- 
names.
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SECOND DIVISION. by 01 
true

1897

, Passing to the other great division of place-names, tech-
mcally the enchorial, they are of Indian and Canadian origin__
using the word Canadian to include Nova Scotians, New 
Brunswickers, and all others, as well as the inhabitants of Old 
Canada.

They include (1) names derived from physical character­
istics ; (2) names derived from individuals of local fame.

The first class includes the Indian names of the country. 
These have the full, unadulterated flavour of the soil about 
them. They are aboriginal in their bouquet. Long before 
the coming of the White Man—long before De Monts sailed 
from Port Royal (now Annapolis) along the coast to Florida 
without finding a trace of the White Man—'the Indian tribes 
had mapped out this continent and divided it among them- 
seves. With their keen eyes and practical habits they applied 
place-names which embalm physical characteristics whose apt­
ness, we, of these times, have no difficulty in recognizing. 
Most of the orographic place-names of to-day are of their coin­
ing. Thus, Massachusetts—“ the great blue hill.”

Many of the rivers owe their names to the Indians :—. 
Mississippi, Saskatchewan, Assiniboine. Many of the portages 
over which the canoes were carried from one water-stretch to 
another still bear Indian

In the case of the imported place-names, those fonned of 
material from outside, I used the Provinces of British Columbia 
and New Brunswick as repositories from which to draw illus­
trations. In the case of the Indians the other provinces may 
be drawn upon.

Mamtoba is an Indian word meaning Strait of the 
Spirit, the Indian legend being that in the 
portions of Lake Manitoba strange noises were heard by the 
Indians. These noises, not accounted for by any experience 
of the Indians, were considered supernatural, and, therefore, 
caused by the Manitou—the Great Spirit. Pere Lacombe 
says the word should be Manitozmpan, supernatural or god­
like— the Indian dwellers on the shores of Lake Manitoba 
deeming it to possess supernatural qualities ; whether in the 
way of noisemaking or in the line of healing or what else, 
not specified.

Assiniboia, perpetuates the Assiniboins—a tribe of Indians 
whose name is thought by some to mean Stone boilers aud

names.
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in a rocky region-both epithets being

wZTl} C-reeS ?aUmg the Lake- Winnipec—meaning 
water tinged during the summer months with a green color
owing to the presence of a vegetable growth which abounds
aw1? the lake-. “U lst a min«te, needle-shaped organism 
about half an inch in length, sometimes detached and some­
times in clusters, and at times the water is almost as thick as 
pea-soup.”

Pembina ; nipa-mina, a Cree word for a red berry which 
grows in great abundance along banks of '

Sfmbenacadie :
rivers.

place for ground nuts.
Pictau ; Piet means explosion of gas. Whenever in Mic­

mac, the noun ends in the sound “kt,” the regular form of 
the case locative is the addition of “ ookP Pictook is equal 
to Pictou. Peter Toney, an educated Micmac, says there was 
once on a tune a big fire which burned the tents' of a large 
encampment, and always after the Indians referred to it as 
Muskeak Bucto (big fire) corrupted by the Whites into Pictou. 
Mr. Howe said P ton means anything like a jar or boctle 
which has a narro mouth and widens fterwards. Pictou 
Harbour does tins, hence the name. I seems more than 
piobable, from the coal found there and from the coal fires 
that have been burning in the region suggesting the likelihood 
of fires caused by lightning, that the root word means fire or 
some manifestation of fire.

Lheboguey N.S., from Itebogue, spring water. 
woodgrove”Ùh' N*S ’ fr°m Micmac> Mallegomichtk-—“ hard

In Nova Scotia and also in other provinces the Indian 
names were in some cases translated into the French by the 
Prench when they gained supremacy, and sometimes into 
English when in turn the English came to rule.

Apohech-Kunioochwakadi, “place of Black Duck,” was 
translated by the French and called Riviere des Canards. The 
English to-day call it Canard River. Eel Brook is the Eng- 
îsh translation of the Indian Oopt-omagogin—4‘ place for eels ” 

Cranberry Head is simply the English of the Indian Soone-
Z : p aceJfor cranberries." Membegwich means “ Little 
Harbour and so the English call it Little Harbour.

In Nova Scotia a fair number of Indian 
though more might have been retained, names remain, 

A good many years
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ago I picked up a torn newspaper, 
to contain some verses of poetry that seemed, both from the 
sentiment and the jingle, to be worthy of preservation. There 
was no name, assumed or real, of author attached to the 
poetry. I sent a copy to Beamish Murdock who embalmed 
the verses in his history of Nova Scotia without having been 
able to discover the author. I wrote to Angus Gidney, whose 
long experience on the Press and whose literary taste would 
likely enable him to throw light on the authorship, but neither 
he nor Mr. Calneck, to whom I also applied, could give any 
information. Lighthall mentions De Mill as probably the 
author. But De Mill when I asked him could give no clue. 
Rev. J. Campbell, who wrote a book on Yarmouth County, 
1876, attributes it to “ our esteemed fellow-citizen ” Richard 
Huntingdon, with what degree of authority I know not. The 
verses themselves run as follows :—

Examination showed it

The memory of the Redman 
How can it pass away 
While his names of music linger 
On each mount and stream and bay ; 
While Musquodoboit's waters 
Roll sparkling to the main,
While falls the laughing sunbeam 
On Chegogin's fields of grain.
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While floats our Country’s banner 
On Chebucto's glorious wave,
And the frowning cliffs of Scatarie 
The trembling surges brave ;
While breezy Aspotogan 
Lifts high its summit blue ;
And sparkles on its winding way 
The gentle Sissiboo.

While EsccisonVs fountains 
Pour down their crystal tide ; 
While Inganish's mountains 
Lift high their forms of pride ; 
Or while on Mabou's river 
The boatman plies his oar;
Or the billows burst in thunder 
On Çhicaben's rock-girt shore,
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The memory of the Redman !
It lingers like a spell
On many a storm-swept headland,
In many a leafy dell ;
Where Tusket's thousand islets 
Like emeralds stud the deep ;
Where tilomidon, a sentry grim,
His endless watch doth keep.

It dwells round Calalone's blue lake 
Mid leafy forests hid :
Round fair Discouse and the rushing tide 
Of the turbid Pisiquid.
And it lends, Chebogue, a touching grace 
To thy softly flowing 
As we sadly think of the gentle 
That has passed away forever. *

If we turn to the St. Lawrence River Provinces, we find 
the traces of the Indian everywhere. I can only give a few 
specimens and those in the briefest manner possible.

Quebec is Indian for the 
Diamond jutting out into the

Ontan is Indian for a “ beautiful prospect of hills and 
waters, or corruption of the Indian word Onitariio, mean­
ing beautiful lake or waters,” the appropriateness of which 
as of every place-name given by Indians is at once apparent 
and the same may be said of the early French names the en­
vironment being the same in both cases. It is a good deal 
more than can be said of our English place-names although 
we m Canada may fairly and proudly boast of having care- 
fully abstained from imitating the barbarities of our cousins to 
the south of us. When the traveller asked the French native 
wï^,the «ver in one of the Western States was called over

v fTylUg Stranger’ the answer was Bloody 
Gulch, the Yankees call it ; with us it is La Brunette—‘ the 
brown river.’ ”
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Lake Erie is the lake of the tvild cats, or as my friend *Dr. 
Bourinot says, the lake of the Raccoon, the Indians resorting in 
the ancient times to the region round about for raccoons. 
Lake Huron is the lake of the Indian-Huron tribe who seem 
to have cultivated shocks of hair, (French Hure,) similar to 
to those of certain African tribes with which we of the pres­
ent time are familiar from our geographies or from personal 
observation. Lake Michiga7i is from the Indian Mishigan, 
meaning monstrous lake ; and Lake Nipissing is Indian for 
diminutive, the lake being small by the side of the great lakes. 
Kaministiquia means wide river. Manitoulin is a Frenchifi- 
cation of the Indian word Manitouwahining—“ the dwelling 
place of spirits.” Mattawa (Indian Mataowan) means “place 
where two rivers meet" Ottawa, according to Father Arnaud, 
means ‘the place where the water boils and surges” and 
according to Rev. Mr. Beatty, it means the “ River guards,” 
the Ottawa tribe of Indians being so called by the Indians of 
Montreal because they guarded the river and prevented the 
irruption of the more northerly tribes into the regions at the 
mouth of the river. Mr. Suite thinks the word means “ men 
of the woods.” Penetanguishcne means “ rolling of shining 
sands.” Toronto means “place of meeting”—a name that 
well characterizes it to-day, as the boast is that it is the City 
of Conventions.

When the St. Lawrence River Indians referred to the 
Maritime Provinces they called the region “ Abenakis,” de­
rived from Waben—“ it is dawn ” and Ykki, “ land ; ” or 
“land of the dawn or east.” The English, who are essentially 
water-men, have seized upon the other peculiarity and call 
them the Maritime region. But the “ Dawn ” land is a fine 
poetic name.

Abittibi ; (Abitt meaning “middle.” Nipig meaning 
“ water)” the middle water, Lake Abittibi being half way 
between Nipissing Lake and James Bay.

Athabasca ; Ayapp as Kais, meaning “ there are rushes, 
reeds or herbs here and there.”

Ka Kouna ; Kâkwa means porcupine ; nak, “ at the;” 
equal to “ The Porcupine’s home.”

Chicoutimi ; Ishko, “ up to where ; ” timiw, “ it is deep.” 
“ The end of deep water.”

Shawenegan ; Shavo, “ through,” nigan, “tool,” needle

or awl ; 
the rod
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or awl ; the fall of water having acted like a tool to pierce 
the rock.

Escomnains means the berry region.
Yamachiche means muddy bottom and short 
Yamaska means shore covered with reeds.
Kamouraska means reedy shore.
Mingan means «the wolf region.
Maskinonge means the house of the marvellous Pike. 
Missisquoi means the home of the big 
Madawaska means river having its outlet among reeds. 
Mistassini means large stone lake.
Miscouche means the bear country.
Saguenay means outflowing water.
Temiscouata means deep everywhere.
Tadousac means the hillock

woman.

region.
Caughnawaga means at the rapids.
Quinte—Kahenta means meadow.
Hochelaga means Beaver Dam.
We must not longer dally with the beautiful Indian 

names beyond expressing a hope that the Post Office author­
ities, who are responsible for a great many place-names, will 
treat with tenderness any remaining Indian names, especially 
in the North West.

î 897-8.
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Time is left for only a few words about the 2nd class, the 
place-names memorizing men of local or Canadian fame.

to me, been especially 
careful to give prominence to our men of Canadian-made 
fame. Ogilvie’s name has been blown about this pendant 
globe in connection with Canada’s great treasure-house, the 
Klondike. He stands for honesty and trustworthiness—a 
civil servant of whom the Service and the Country may well 
be proud. We know

George M. Dawson has, it seems

eaning 
If way

rushes,

t the;”

deep.”

needle

now what he has been doing c: 
explorer. But George Dawson years ago gave a valley in the 
Yukon District the name of Ogilvie Valley in honor of Wil­
liam. Both Dawson and Ogilvie commemorated that genial 
Minister of the Interior, Thomas White—-the first in Mount 
White and the second in White Pass.

Sir William Logan’s memory enjoys the unique distinc­
tion of having five monuments, three of them mounts, 
enduring than brass or marble.
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Mount St.Elias and Mount Logan in Rimouski County by Mur­
ray. The fourth is an island in the Nipigon region, given by 
Bell in 1869, and the fifth is Logan Inlet in Queen Charlotte 
Islands.

be adoj 
and Car 
ployed 1

MoLake and River Labarge (Yukon) are named after Mike 
Labarge who was engaged in exploring, for the Western Union 
Telegraph Co., the river and adjacent territory in Yukon for 
the purpose of connecting Europe and America by telegraph 
through Canada, Alaska and across Behring Strait and on 
through Asia. The exploration took place in 1865-7. The 
successful laying of the Atlantic Cable in 1866 put an end to 
the project. Mike was on hand to greet Nansen in Montreal 
the other day. Telegraph Creek commemorates the same 
expedition. Mount Dawson, near Lake Labarge, and Dawson 
City are place-names which tell of one of the most indefatigable 
explorers of modern days, one whose career does honor to the 
Civil Service of Canada. The men of the Geological Survey 
are worthy of praise because they have in so many instances 
retained the Indian names.
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In 1864 a notable gathering took place in the historical 
City of Quebec. There were gathered men from the provinces 
of Canada, (now Ontario and Quebec,) from Prince Edward 
Island, from Newfoundland, from New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. They met to see what could be done to bring about 
the amalgamation of British North America. To this gather­
ing came the venerable Taché, the astute John A. Macdonald, 
the fiery Cartier, the splendid debater McDougall, the great 
Onontio George Brown, the able financier Galt, the shrewd 
Mowat, the eloquent McGee, the vehement Tupper, the suave 
Archibald, the trusted Tilley, the active Mitchell, the keen- 
minded Fisher and many others of whom time fails me to tell. 
They debated and discussed. Many suspicions were in the 
public mind. But in secrecy, as was necessary, they worked 
and hammered till they produced 72 resolutions which, after 
being fused in the alembic of the statute-shapers of the British 
Parliament, were placed upon the Imperial Statute book as 
the Union Act of 1867. Those who took part in this historical 
work have been remembered in the place-names Taché, Mac­
donald (municipality and mount) McDougall, Brown, Camp­
bell, Mowat, Langevin, Tupper, 1 illey, Archibald, Johnston 
and Chapais. There are some others whose names might well
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Some place-names are corruptions arising from misunder­
standing of previous names. We have had place-names given 
by Basques, Portuguese, Spaniards, French and English. 
Some of these earlier place-name givers bestowed names that 
Irom the ignorance or carelessness of subsequent generations of 
different races have been subjected to much phonetic abrasion 
and m some instances mutilated beyond all recognition In 
London, Eng., under the operation of this factor there is' 
nwn Lane, the origin of which is traced to Shermonier’s lane 
—the lane in which stood the office of the 
clippers connected with the Mint, 
near

money-shearers, or 
So in Canada a mountain 

the head of the Bay of Fundy is known as the Shepody 
Mountain The name (so say some) the French gave it was
£ ha%Tte vl' f"0111rt!ie caP of cloud which often overhangs 
t- , , :le Enÿlsh who followed continued the name as Chipody 

and later as Shepody. pu y
Down in the Gulf of St. Lawrence forming the

easterly point of the north sh( ~ 1 * - g
d Espoir, so named because it

most
re o Paie des Chaleurs is Cape

ü , £ , . - was a welcome sight to early
h rench fishermen who had lost their bearings in a storm. The 
English call it Lape Despair and the lugubrious change is 
reported to have been intentional having been caused by the 
o a loss there of an English troopship carrying a portion of 

Sir Hovenden Walker’s squadron in 1711. We have added
posTofc oi thiS very year of «"“> -897, the

I897-8. transactions.

be adopted as place-names and there are some—such as Galt 
and Cartier and Grey—whose names had already been em­
ployed before the Quebec Conference took place.

Morris in Manitoba commemorates Alexander Morris a 
man who strove to make his country great and 
De Salaberry of whose good works Suite has sung, is remem­
bered in Salaberry in the French district of Provencher.

.. recognize at once, in the place-names of Burpee and
j ™-iiand ,Bll1inSs and Dawson (ex M.P.) and Howland 

and Mills and Robinson and Sandfield and Brantford and 
Papineau, Lauder, Osier, Widdifield, Kirkpatrick, Hagerman, 
BJake, Lount, Hnnsworth, Chapleau, Schreiber—public 
who have worked for the best interests of the country

Of course this vein might be worked and results produced 
for a whole night. What lias been said must suffice.

And yet we have but skirted the shores of the subject. 
An inexhaustible supply is untouched.
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One of the gates in the picturesque City of Quebec 
called the Hope gate, after one of the Hope family. The 
French christened it Porte de VEspérance.

Cap Faim, commemorative no doubt of an unpleasant 
experience of hunger by a band of early navigators, has, under 
the phonetic spell of English sailors, been transformed into 
Cape Fame.

Sir James Le Moine tells how one Shepard built a villa 
and called it Shepardville, near the City of Quebec, and around 
it in time clustered some habitants'1 houses. To the cluster 
the French gave the name Bergerville, translating the English 
word “shepherd ” into the French vernacular, as was 
natural. Subsequently, Irish settlers multiplied and with 
characteristic insouciance they called the place Beggarsville. 
Once again the French got the upper hand, and, with charac­
teristic politeness, translated the Irish name into “ Village des 
Queteux,” not village des gueux—the village of the al ins­
tar ers, not the village of the beggars—a nice distinction.

Cape Speer in Newfoundland was originally Cap-da-Es- 
pera, Portuguese for Cape Hope. Nobody sees even a homeo­
pathic scintilla of hope in its present name. Cape Raz was 
Portuguese for Flat Cape. Its present name, Cape Race, car­
ries with it no suggestion of flatness. Cape Ray comes from 
the Basque word arraico meaning “ approach,” the point for 
turning has been reached.” It is Ray by corruption. It 
would need a Roentgen Ray to uncover its original.

Some place-names have a singular power of asserting 
themselves against persistent efforts to change them ; thus, 
Basin Minas was originally so called. It then became, in 
French, Basin Mines, but as there were no mines in the vic­
inity it has got back to its original Portuguese rendering, 
Minas, “ where there are springs.”

Bay of Fundy was originally Baya Funda, Portuguese 
for Deep Bay. The French called it La Baie Française. But 
its original name clung to it in spite of the long French 
occupation of Acadia.
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EpImagination, a lively fancy, plays a not inconsiderable 

part in the efforts to account for many place-names. Thus 
of the fanciful derivations of the word “ Quebec ” is “ O ! 

(juel bee” freelly translated “ O ! what a beak,” supposed to 
have been uttered by the French sailors when they first saw
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the giant headland looming up as mysterious as the great roc 
of “The Arabian Nights.”

In New Brunswick a river is called, in local parlance, 
Ken-ne-bec-ay’shus, and local tradition, in endeavoring to ac­
count for the name, affirms that once on a time when the 
river banks and the adjacent country were covered with a 
dense forest there stood on the clearing, before the river, a 
tavern, the proprietor of which was named c asey. Two travel­
lers in a terrible storm pushed on their way and coming sud­
denly upon the house thought of the comfort the inn and its 
accompanying “ hot toddy ” would afford and asked each other 
with incredulous joy, “ Can it be Casey’s ? ” Hence, of course, 
the name.
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are two mountains near the border line of the 

two fine counties of Colchester and Pictou in Nova Scotia, 
Mount Thom and Mount Ephraim. Local tradition gives 
the following account of the origin of these place-name*. The 
early settlers of Truro, Nova Scotia, came from New Hamp­
shire (New England) and for a .time lived in great terror of 
the Indians and accordingly they resorted at night to a stock­
aded fort where they might sleep without dreaming of wild 
Indians, war-whoops, tomahawks and scalping knives. On 
one occasion word was sent to them from Halifax warning 
them of the hostile intentions of a large baud of Indians in 
camp at or near Pictou. The settlers resolved upon sending 
scouts across country to find out. Tom Archibald, Ephraim 
Howard and John Oughterson volunteered for the service. 
After journeying for some time through the dense forest they 
came to a hill according to their calculations not far from 
Pictou. Selecting the tallest tree Oughterson said to Archi­
bald “Mount, Tom.” Tom in obedience to the order mount­
ed the tree. Not seeing the water from his lefty perch, he so 
reported and the trio travelled some distance further and came 
to another hill where they repeated the effort to see salt water, 
only on this occasion the command was addressed to Howard,’
“ Mount, Ephraim.” On their return to Truro they described 
the incidents of their expedition and among these were the 
tree-mounting exploits. Naturally the hill where Tom climb­
ed the tree became known as Thom’s Mount and the other as 
Ephraim’s Mount.
Mount Ephraim 
these two elevations.
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place-names of Canada. It will be in the future increasingly 
difficult to bestow appropriate place-names. Now that we 
are one country we must avoid the duplications that have 

to us as a legacy from the ante-confederation period. 
Perforce, the fund of appropriate names from France and 
Great Britain nears the bottom. We have not bv any means 
exhausted the names of the saints in the Roman and Saxon 
Hagiologies but as we had 499 places in the Census com­
memorative of these worthies and have a good many more of 
them outside of the Census lists it is plain that we cannot 
depend much longer upon the saints to supply us with place- 
names. *

The finer taste of modern times requires that we do not 
imitate our neighbors and hunt in ancient Greek history for 
such names as Athens, Troy, Tyre, Sidon, or give such fan­
tastic names as Tomb City, Henpeck City and the like. The 
practical tendency of the age is opposed to names having an 
eponymiet existence. Isaac Taylor, already quoted, says, “ If 
the true principles of Anglo-Scixon nomenclature were under­
stood our Anglo-American and Australian cousins might con­
struct an endless series of fresh names which might be at once 
harmonious, distinctive, characteristic and in entire conson­
ance with the genius of the language.”

I suggest that it would be a step in the right direction 
for the Government to appoint a permanent commission of 
three or more'competent persons to provide the new place- 
names we are continually needing.
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early years, is seen in the fact that there are, in the Dominion, 55 places 
to which the name of Ste. Anne, the Patron Saint of sailors, has been 
given.

abl

tA personal name evolved by popular speculation to account for 
some geographical term the true meaning of which has not been under­
stood ; as the speculation that France takes its name from Francos, a 
son of Hector ; and Britain from Brydain, a son of Aenius ; and Scot­
land from Scotia, a daughter of Pharoah.

bee
cer
fiat
lan
nar

■ itec
wet1
of )P. S.—Page 44, line 5. Since writing that the P. P. Ry. is respon­

sible for ti e place name of Mount Macdonald, 1 found from official re­
ports that this Mountain, as well as others, was named by Mr. Otto J. 
Klutz, our efficient President, who was the first to triangulate the 
mountains in the Rockies and Selkirks along the route of the C. P. Ry.
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fic ( Callorhinus ursmus) are the Commander Islands near the 
Kamchatkan Coast and the Pribylov Islands in Lat <6° *

fnntiT- 7 Slde of [iehring Sea. They were at one time ouud m large numbers on some of the more northern of the
Jwie IslflS a!ld °.n several sniaI1 islands between Kam­
chatka and the Asiatic mainland, but being unprotected have 
een on these islands almost exterminated. The seals frC 

quenting the Commander Islands differ in no essential resnert' 
rom those found on the Pribylov Islands. They have ?the

Ahskanwal ?a,,,e ,foo<1 a,ld ™=et the same fate as the
Alaskan sea! so that in order to restrict my paper to reason
able limits I shall speak only of the latter animals.
1786 ou^h tlle Pribylov Islands were not discovered until 
1786, Russian explorers and traders had for nearly fiftv vears 
been searching for the breeding places of the fur-seal that at 
certain seasons were very abundant in the passes of the Aleu
anded onStaC /laskan coast. When Pribvlov

landed on St. George Island, one of the group which bears his
name, he found no trace of the island ever having been inhab
Red by man and it is du nrin^u, to this ^ct that they

ere for thousands

“If
der-
:on-
>nce
son-

on

tion 
1 of 
ace-

the
aces
been

for
ider- 
11s, a 
Scot-

were 
of ye
bred on the Aleutian IsïandTKmfe 'hT E
before been exterminated by the inhabitants f these island’s

fr0m °m isla"d to a”0‘h r In MS

the fur-seals.pon- 
1 ve­
to J. 
the

■a

Ry.

H
) O

a’
K

rD

%

v

Ï*



I 189;1897-8.TRANSACTIONS.64
idlei 
vari 
and 
of in 
ber 
be c

barren and bleak asThe Pribvlov Islands are not so 
they are generally supposed to be. Except where the rocks 
have not vet been covered with soil the ground is everywhere 
hidden by a luxuriant growth of grass interspersed with beauti­
ful flowers. Though the hours of sunshine are few in summer 
this does not affect the coloring of the blossoms, for I have 
nowhere seen deeper, richer colors than are exhibited by the 
flowers growing on the Pribvlov Islands. Blues and yellows 
of every imaginable shade predominate, the light yellow of 
the Poppv contrasting with the orange rays of the Arnica and 
the Dandelion, and the pale blue of the Polemonium with the 

dark blossoms of the Monkshood.
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The number of species is not great, only about 150, and 

of these only some 50 species are at all conspicuous, but these 
make up in individual numbèrs for the paucity of species. 
They are so mixed together, however, that without studying 
them attentively one is apt to imagine the number of species 
to be much greater than is really the

Pribvlov, in the name of the Russian government, took 
possession of the islands he had discovered, and from 1786 until 
1867 they were owned by Russia. With the cession of Alaska 
they passed into the possession of the United States. Re­
liable statistics are not available for the earlier years of the 
Russian control of the islands, but it is known that at least 
i 000,000 skins were taken from them between 1798 and 1821, 
and about the same number was marketed between 1821 and 
1867. The method of killing, and curing the skins will be 
dealt with in another section of this paper.

The islands being uninhabited, the Russians when they 
began to kill the seals transported several hundred natives 
from the Aleutian Islands to the Pribylov Islands. Here 
these people built for themselves sod huts or barabaras such 
as they had always lived in. There was no improvement in 
this respect until the U.S. control, when comfortable modern 
houses were built for all the natives. In many other respects, 
too, their condition has been improved, they have been 
taught habits of cleanliness and economy, aud nearly all oi 
them read and speak English though they still retain the 
Russian religion. One of the stipulations made by Russia 
when the islands were sold to the United States was that no 
other church should be established there. During the sealing 
season from June 18th to August 1st, these people work very 
hard, but throughout the rest of the year they live in absolute
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idleness. A government agent regulates the amount of goods of 
various sorts which each may purchase, including provisions 
and clothing, so that there is no waste. The climate admits 
of no agricultural pursuit, and the islands being without tim­
ber there is no work of any kind upon which the natives can 
be employed.

Before entering into a detailed description of the seals 
and their habits some of the special terms by which they are 
classified in the islands may be defined.

The young of the fur-seal are called “ pups,” the mature 
females are called “cows,” the young male seals between 2 and 
4 years are known as “bachelors or holluschickie,” and the 
mature males as “bulls.” The seals when on the islands are 
divided naturally into two classes, the breeding seals going 
upon the rookeries, and the bachelors on the hauling-grounds. 
Upon the rookeries the mature seals congregate and here the 
young are born. The hauling-grounds are usually, though 
not always, close to the rookeries. Here the young male 
seals are to be found when ashore, and from these hauling- 
grounds the seals killed on the islands are driven.

The first bull reaches the islands about May 1st and be­
tween that time and May 15th they come ashore in increasing 
numbers, by June 1st nearly all have arrived and taken up 
stations on the rookeries—from 20 to 50 feet apart on the 
more crowded rookeries ; at greater distances on the less com­
pact ones. During the whole month of May and the first 
week in June fights between these bulls are frequent, but 
though sometimes terribly torn they seldom kill one another. 
From the date of his arrival until the rookeries break up in 
August the bull seal does not leave his harem. During that 
time—about three mouths—he neither eats nor drinks and 
never sleeps for more than a minute or two at a time. The 
mature bull weighs between 400 and 600 pounds, the speci­
men at the museum of the Geological Survey being about the 
average size.

The first cow arrives about the middle of June and the 
number gradually increases until July 15th when the rooker­
ies are said to be at their height, that is there are more cows 
upon them at that time than at any other. As the cows come 
ashore they are sometimes caught by waiting bulls and driven 
or pulled into their harems, but as a general rule the cow goes 
where she pleases and is very apt to join a harem in which 
several other cows have already congregated The fur-seal,
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as you are all aware, is a polygamous animal, harems of from 
two to fifty and sometimes ioo cows being formed around in­
dividual males. The young are born very soon after the ar­
rival of the cows and soon form themselves into little groups, 
or “ pods ” as they are called on the islands. They spend 
their time in sleep and play, and grow rapidly. They can 
swim when first born but do not go into the sea of their own 
accord until a month or six weeks old, when on calm days 
the greater part of their time is spent swimming and playing 
in the water in front of the rookeries. A little later they go 
long distances from the rookeries on which they were born 
and haul-out in great numbers on the shores of quiet bays.

The earliest date on which I have seen pups swimming 
was July 18th, 1892. The day was bright and warm and the 
tide at the time I first noticed them was just beginning to 
flow. A great many pups Were playing in the pools among 
the rocks near the edge of the sea ; in one place there were 
40 or 50 together and in many others more than half that 
number, while all along the shore the young seals were in 
little groups of from 3 to 10. No old seals were near them 
but those swimming about in the water and those going to 
and coming from it. As the tide came in some of the pups 
slowly retreated, but many of them remained among the rocks 
until the water was some distance beyond them. They played 
about and swam from one rock to another and back many 
times with no appreciable interval of rest. I neither at this 
time nor on any other occasion, saw an old seal attempt to 
teach a pup to swim nor carry it to the water, nor have I ever 
seen anything that would lead one to suppose that pups 
learned to swim. On the contrary a pup cut from its mother 
can swim a long time.

The length of time a pup is dependent upon its mother 
has never been satisfactorily ascertained. It is known that 
they begin to secure food from the sea long before they leave 
the islands in the autumn, but they have also been killed 
very late in die season with their stomachs full of milk. So 
long as the mother seal remains on or near the islands and 
her pup can find her he doubtless receives nourishment from 
her, but if left to his own resources he will generally be able 
to secure food for himself. I do not hesitate to say that a 
strong pup six weeks old that goes freely into the water can 
secure food for himself, up to that time he is probably depend­
ent upon his mother, though promiscuous nursing is not un­
known.
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While speaking of the young seals reference may be 
made to the known causes of their destruction and the sup­
posed effects of pelagic sealing. Dead pups were never noted 
in large numbers on the Pribylov Islands until 1891 when sev­
eral thousand were found on one rookery by the British Com- 

Dr. Geo. M. Dawson tuid Sir George Baden- 
Powell/T:he U. S. Treasury Agents on the islands, could not 
at first account for this great mortality, bnt finally attributed 
it to pelagic sealing. The mothers of these pups had 
been killed at sea they said, and the young had died 
of starvation. This hypothesis was made the basis of one 
section of the United States case and although shown 
to be untenable is still maintained. It was shown by the 
British Commissioners that in 1891 pelagic sealing had under 
the modus vivendi of that year ceased long before the 
date at which the pups seen by them died, bnt it was still 
maintained by the United States that pelagic sealing 
the cause of the mortality. In 1892 no seals were killed by 
pelagic sealers in Behring Sea, but in that year I found 
even greater number of dead pups on the rookeries. Sealing at 
sea had evidently not caused the death of these pups, and this 
was the view taken by the arbitrators at Paris in 1892. 
of the natural causes of destruction known to us seemed adequate 
to explain this great mortality, 
observation were trampling or crushing by older seals, drown­
ing, straying away from their home rookeries, and a few minor 
causes. None of these explained the deaths of large numbers 
of young seals on restricted areas and though no trace of an epi­
demic could be found this explanation first advanced by the 
British Commissioners seemed the only reasonable one. In 
1896, in company with Dr. Jordan, the U. S. Commissioner, I 
counted over 11,000 dead pups on the rookeries before pelagic 
sealing began. Later in the season—in October—we again 
counted the dead pups and found that about the same number 
had died since the date of our first count early in August. 
Ignoring the fact that whatever the causes of death might 
have been early in the season they were probably in operation 
throughout the season, it was assumed by the agents of the 
United States that these later deaths were all due to starvation. 
No newcause of destruction was found in 1896, Dr. Jordan being 
of the opinion that the principal cause of death was trampling 
by older seals. I11 1897, however, acting upon the suggestion 
of Dr. Styles, of Washington, we discovered that the chief 
cause of death was a small parasitic worm, a species of Uncin-
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aria found in great numbers in the intestines of the young 
seals. It attacks the intestinal walls and destroys them, thus 
causing congestion and subsequent death. The deaths of 
nearly all the pups examined were due to this worm, and 
though we left the islands early in August and could not 
determine whether as many young died from this cause late 
in the season as in early August there is no reason to doubt 
that such is the case. The proportion of pups that starve to 
death has not yet been even roughly determined.

The great similarity in the appearance of female seals 
makes it difficult, if not wholly impossible, to determine with 
any degree of accuracy the movements of individuals. For 
this reason no definite statement can be made as to how fre­
quently they go into the, water, how long they remain 
there, or how often they suckle their young. It is known 
that for the first two weeks, or longer, after a pup is born its 
mother does not leave it. After that as the pup grows older 
and is suckled less frequently, the mother seals go into the 
water and hundreds of them may be seen any day playing 
and swimming about near the rookeries. Like the males they 
require food only at long intervals and when it is needed it 

be procured within a very few miles of the rookeries. 
Under the Paris Regulations no seals may be killed at sea 
within 60 miles of the breeding islands and this protected 
area affords in my opinion ample protection to the nursing 
mothers, though doubtless they do sometimes, perhaps fre­
quently, go a greater distance from the land, though it is not 
necessary to do so in order to procure food. Pelagic sealers 
report the taking of many seals in milk at long distances 
from the islands, and Mr. Andrew Halkett, whose admirable 
report on his investigations at sea in 1896, I have had an op­
portunity of reading, reports a very large percentage of this 
class of seals among those taken by the schooner upon which 
he lived. The wide variance between the percentage of 
females in milk taken by different schooners shows that this 
class of seals is much more numerous in some parts of Behring 
Sea than in others. Many of these females are the mothers 
of the young who died upon the rookeries from the effects of 
the Uncinaria and other causes, and of course the killing of 
such females entails no further loss. Many others are killed 
after the young are able to sustain themselves and no starva­
tion of pups follows the killing of such mothers. Some pups 
undoubtedly die of starvation but the number is small and 
even when the mother is killed before the young one can prg-
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cure food from the sea it not infrequently secures nourishment 
from other females. Several such cases have been noted by 
me. '

69
young 
1, thus 
ths of 
n, and 
Id not 
;e late 
doubt 

irve to

When on their rookeries the seals exhibit little fear at the 
approach of man, but as they see badly, a large moving body 
will sometimes frighten them and cause a .-tampede. One 
may approach within a few yards of them, however, if one 
moves carefully with no undue noise and I have frequently 
sat for hours with seals on all sides of me, old and young fre­
quently coming within touching distance. It was sometimes 
necessary to drive them all from the rookery when a count of 
dead seals was to be made, and on such occasions it was often 
impossible to move the old bulls though clubs and stones were 
freely used. A cow will occasionally stand as resolutely at bay 
but no danger is to be anticipated from her. A bull will some­
times charge, however, and safety lies then only in fleetness 
of foot. No blow short of one that would actually stun or kill 
him will stop a bull that has made up his mind to vindicate 
his supposed rights. So well is this understood that on one 
occasion last year when we were counting pups a bull chased 
Mr. Clarke, Dr. Jordan’s assistant, and his retreat being 
off he jumped from a low cliff into the 
to defend himself against the enraged bull.

■

: seals 
e with 

For 
w f re­
remain 
known 
orn its 
1 older 
to the 
flaying 
2S they 
eded it 
)keries. 
at sea 
otected 
mrsing 
ips fre- 
: is not 
sealers 
stances 
mirable 
an op- 

of this 
1 which 
age of 
îat this 
lehring 
nothers 
tects of 
lling of 
e killed 
starva- 

ne pups 
all and 
:an pro-

cut
rather than attemptsea

The life of the young bachelor or holluschickie would be 
a happy one were it not that throughout the whole sealing 
season he is driven and re-driven to the killing grounds and 
if he escapes with his life has, at least, to undergo the fatigu­
ing and injurious process of being driven long distances over 
land. As I have already said, the young male seals herd 
together, congregating in large numbers on what are called 
hauliug-grouuds, either in the immediate vicinitv of the breed­
ing rookeries or at some distance from them. Until the kill­
ing season begins, about June 15, they are unmolested, go freely 
to and from the sea and spend their whole time in sleep and 
play. They are known to take food during the summer, but 
with them as with the older seals, long intervals elapse be­
tween meals. With the opening of the killing season their 
troubles begin. Drives are made from all the hauling-grounds 
every few days, from some of them almost daily. These drives 
are made by the native Aleuts in the employ of the sealing 
company, but under an agent of the United States Govern­
ment. Between midnight and 2 o’clock according to the dis­
tance the seals arc to be driven, a party of men goes to the
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hauling-grotind; some of them steal quietly between the seals 
and the water or between the young males and the breeding 
seals if the drive is made from behind a rookery. Great care 
is taken to prevent stampedes, as when once thoroughly 
frightened the seals cannot be controlled. They are not 
hurried and a very few men suffice to prevent any lateral 
movement. If the morning be warm they cannot be driven 
at all and sometimes drives are not finished, the seals being 
allowed to return to the hauling-grounds or to the water. 
The killing-ground is usually reached between 3 and 5 o’clock 
in the morning, and the killing is begun as soon as the seals 
have cooled off. A pod or bunch of between 20 and 40 seals 
is separated from the band and driven to where the clubbers 
await them. They are killed with long clubs much the shape 
of a base-ball bat, but about twice the length. Five or six 
clubbers surround the pod that has been driven to them, the 
agent of the sealing company points out the seals he believes 
to be of the size to afford the best skins and they are quickly 
dispatched by a blow or two of the club. The natives who 
do this work are exceedingly skilful, and seldom miss the seal 
pointed out to them or strike another. When clubbed the 
seals are dragged aside by the skinners and a fresh pod driven 
up. After being clubbed each seal is stuck with a knife to 
ensure its being dead, and after cooling for a few minutes is 
quickly skinned. In this too, the natives are remarkably 
expert, some of them being able to remove the skin in less 
than one minute. The seals which are thought too large or 
too small, or whose skins appear to have been injured, are 
allowed to escape and ultimately reach the sea; many of them 
return to the hauling-grounds whence they are again driven. 
This process of re-driving cannot be otherwise than injurious 
to them, but while the present methods are practiced there 
seems to be 110 way of obviating it. After all the seals have 
been killed and skinned (and more than a thousand are often 
killed during one morning) the skins are taken to the salt- 
house when after being counted they are salted. They are 
laid flat on the floor, care being taken that the edges are not 
turned in, salt is then shovelled over them until they are com­
pletely covered, when another layer of skins is laid down and 
so on until the kencli or bin in which they have been placed 
is full. In ten days or two weeks, they are taken from the 
salt, well shaken, and then re-salted. A week or two later 
they are ready for bundling. Two skins are laid face to face 
with the fur outwards, the edges are turned in and then rolled
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into a complete bundle about the diameter nf a ,
about 18 inches long- The himrii • ter of a stove-pipe and
stout cord and the skins are then /eTely tied with a 
condition they reach London wli ad> for shipment. In that
divided into sizes and sold by^auc on hi T'" and
condition. The dressing nf «Ji i • °- \ tlleir salted raw 
sively by one London firm Ti^ donjLalm°st exclu- 
used in dressing all other skins TheT^ d'fferS froin tllat 
penetrate a little further into the sldn tlnnT’,^^5" llairs 
ones which constitute the fur TIia , 1 d° tlle finer softer 
carefully scraped until he ends If It U1'fer'slde of ‘he skin is 
when they are eJly removed T,, , .lo"ger hairs are cut
are ready to be made totolaments Sk“1S 3re !hen and

«Ms, h0h:e"7LdtœL0„XtXnhWSn°tth™gofa”the seals and the conseatient- ^ 11J t le worh °f killing
fresh meat affords him. While t'l^m ' iul a!"P|e supply of
and skinning the seals, the wo.nen ànd eh-ldr" b"Sy dul?bin? 
in cutting off the best Darts nf <-i children are employed
All parts of the seaUre eaten tonLl T™ for llse as food, 
as the solid flesh. A part of whatli nnt'68" a”d 'lver' as wel1 
summer is dried for winter usé though th^n"1^ dVn'"8 the 
one on account of the ore vailing f g lc Process is a long the drying meat isuLC^aX maH ^

ance and odour. At the table of the seaW n ' appear* 
meat is served in some form at even- mJ^g C.0m?any such 
cooks of experience it is very palatable th * iAS dfesscd by 
in flavour. The liver is i th Hgh rather gamy
who are fond of liver say so y good’ at least those
and b^th^foVee^aK"? “ ««oher

gone. The bulls, or at least some of th ^ ?UpS have 
islands until the first heavy snow-fall wh™ »tmain 0,1 the 
appear. Very little is known J In r hen ,they’ too> dis-
during the winter. They spread overHie^T^ ^hen at sea 
Ocean, being occasionallv found ns f C whole North Pacific 
Islands. In early Janmrv ïhex n *?Uth 38 the Sandwich 
are during that monthSSdfc’K the COast and
tween San Francisco and VaZ,v r Wand' nofU™ ^ 
coming in recent years very near the short s , bowever>
ôftLT* fOU"1 " large "'""bers abom New Yews 
Kphrn 'æx&rs Coast of Vancouver Istow During

111!
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a lav are found in great numbers west and north-west of Sitka, 
w1nt are called by the pelagic sealers the Fairweatlier 

grounds They move more quickly after leaving that part o 
fhe ocean and are supposed to go straight to the Pnbylov 
Islands While at sea the only animal known to prey upon 
the fur-seal is the Great Orca, or killer-wliale, as it is popularly 
called Whether these animals destroy many fur-seals m mid- 
ocean caimot be determined, but the seals are scattered over 
so wide an area that it is probable that the number killed by 
the Urm is not great. Before the seals leave the islands in 
the autumn however, the killer destroys a great many of the 
nuns The come close up to the land and swimming in 
among the young seals seize them and kill them at a single 
bite! Many pups are killed apparently through pure wanton­
ness though many of them are eaten. It is not probable that 
many of §the older seals die from any other cause but old 
age while they are absent from the islands. They feed upon 
g id and all kinds of surface-swimming fish, and swim so 

rapidly and can go such a long time without food that it is 
not at'all probable that many of them die from starvation. 
Nor can rough weather have any effect upon them, as from 
the time the young seals first go into the water they deLglit 
to nlav among the breakers and in heavy seas, and are so 
LPnda% an8aquatic animal that the roughest weather, 
matter how long continued would fail to injure them.

Whik absent from the islands the only known destruc­
tive agency of importance is pelagic sealing. Fr01Maniiar>{ 
until May in the North Pacific Ocean and fmm ^e 1st of 
August until the weather grows rough, in Behring bea the 
seal is killed in large numbers by the pelagic hunter. A 
short account of his methods may not be without interest. The 
Canadian sealing schooners are for the most part toed out nsstsssisss rsapsç &

JtonT imtoT5 Ifwhitehimtersare employedteats are &£ 

iHndiam canoes. The boats are peculiarly adapted for seal- 
ing and have been specially modelled to serve th'P"rJ”*° 
which they are intended, being thesameshap« atbothemls, 

•f1ipr end thus serving as bow. Outside ot Behring bea 
gv,.s may be used. Wlien hunting with the gun the hunter 
sminb in the centre of the boat, both of the boat-pullers factng
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him, one pulling with his back the other with his face towards 
the bow. When a seal is seen the boat is rowed gently to­
wards it the man facing the bow acting as steersman. If the 
seal dives and comes up in the rear of the boat it is not neces­
sary to turn it, the bowman then becoming steersman. The 
hunter never fires except at very short range and seals that 
have been hit are with rare exceptions secured. The prohibi­
tion of the use of fire-arms in Behring Sea has led to 
general use of the spear by white hunters. It has always 
been the favorite weapon of the Indian. When hunting with 
the spear the white hunter stands in the bow of the boat. 
Indians use canoes almost exclusively. Two men form a 

the bowsman acting as hunter. Each schooner carries 
from ten to twenty, sometimes more, boats

The life of the pelagic seal hunters is in every respect a 
hard one. On board the schooner his quarters are crowded 
and his fare often poor, 
only in the very roughest weather, any day on which the 
boats may be lowered with safety being considered a suitable 
one for hunting. On leaving the vessel the boats nearly 
always form in line so that each may have a clear space to 
windward. The schooner remains as near as possible station­
ary during the day, sometimes slowly following in the wake 
of the boats, though if the weather be calm they work to­
wards all points of the compass and then, of course, the vessel 
moves as little as possible. Often in the North Pacific and 
ly always in Behring Sea the fog is so dense that the vessel 
be distinguished only a few yards away, but these hardy ad­
venturous men, taking their lives in their hands set out to 
look for seals with the same unconcern as if the day were 
clear. I11 such weather a fog-horn is blown on the schooner 
towards evening or a bomb-gun fired, but even with these 
precautions boats frequently fail to reach the schooner until 
the following day and some of them not at all. The methods 
of salting and curing the skins on bo. rd these vessels are as 
nearly like those pursued on the islands as the restricted room 
and tossing vessel will allow.

While only young male seals are killed on the islands, 
the pelagic sealer from the very nature of his methods of 
hunting is compelled to kill male and female indiscriminately, 
the sexes not being distinguishable when the seals are in the 
water. That this is the case has been made the basis of in­
numerable attacks upon pelagic sealing, not alone by those 
interested in the Behring Sea controversy, but by uninterested
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i897-1897-8.TRANSACTIONS.74
parties who maintain that such methods of killing are in­
human and barbarous and ought not to be allowed. Those 
who use this argument forget that this has been the method 
pursued in the taking of all fur-bearing animals. More 
beaver are trapped every year than there are fur-seals killed 
at sea, and females as well as males are of course taken in this 
way, and so with fur-bearing animals of all kinds, but no one 
ever thinks of asking that the killing of such animals be pro­
hibited on that account. So, too, with all domestic animals 
used for food, who thinks of asking when eating beef, mutton 
or pork whether the animal whose flesh he is consuming was 
a male or a female ? With regard to the fur-seal, however it 
is claimed that since it is a polygamuous animal and males 
may be killed on the islands without undue disturbance of the 
females, that that method alone should be pursued. There is 
ample evidence that this is not the case. Long before pelagic 
sealing could have had any effect upon the condition of the 
seal rookeries, a great decrease was noted in the number of 
seals of both sexes on the islands. This decrease can be 
attributed to no other cause than the excessive killing of male 
seals, the annual quota of 100,000 leaving an insufficient 
number to mature for procreative purposes.

__pect o the seal question has been dealt with in 
my own reports and those of the British Behring Sea Com­
missioners, where all the facts which go to show that the 
decrease in the number of fur-seals is due not to pelagic seal­
ing but to the methods pursued on the Pribylov Islands as 
enumerated and discussed.
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The Yukon and its Gold Resources.

By William Ogilvie, Administrator of the Yukon.

Extract.

[Read Feb. j8t/i} 1898.

Of the two most southerly branches of the Yukon, the 
westerly, known as the Lewes, heads at the summit of the 
Dyea (or Chilkoot Pass,) in north latitude 590 49', approxi­
mately, and west longtitude 1350 13'; the other, known as 
Teslin, takes its rise somewhere between 1310 and 1320 west 
longtitude and about 590 40' north latitude.

These two streams are, at the present time, the principal 
routes of entrance to the Yukon valley—the first uamed, so 
far, absorbing most of the traffic. They are about equal in 
length—something under 200 miles—and about the same dis­
tance below the junction, another stream, the Pelly, joins. 
Teslin is navigable for almost its entire length. The Lewes 
is broken by the Canon and White Horse Rapids about 
miles from its head. Small steamers have been run down 
through these, but it would be a very difficult task to get 
up, in fact, practically impossible. Below their confluence, 
about 120 miles, we .reet the Five Finger Rapids of the 
miners. This, however, is not an insuperable barrier to 
ordinary steamboat navigation, simply requiring the aid of a 
powerful line for about 200 yards. From this point to the 
mouth of the Yukon, about 2,000 miles, no further obstacle 

This river, with its confluents, so far as at present 
known, aggregates about 3,200 miles of navigable 
that is, navigable for ordinary, light-draft, stern-wheel steam­
ers. Of this distance the main stream, taking either the Dyea
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or Teslin branch, and from their junction to the month, haa 
upwards of 2,000 miles, the other 1,200 miles being on the 
confluents.

As far as can be traced from onr present knowledge, the 
valley in Canadian territory affords 6,000 miles of river, 
stream and gulch, of which about 1,400 are navigable for 
the class of steamers suited to the region. In this ter­
ritory, which I consider by far the most important part of the 
Yukon valley, we find gold profusely scattered ; in fact, it 
would be difficult to select a single mile on which traces are 
not found. I do not wish to be understood as saying that all 
this is rich or will pay for developing, far from it, but we 

that about half of it affords good indications—good
iuv that it will be worked

Out
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enough to warrant us 111 assuming 
under more favorable conditions than at present exist, 
of this 3,000 miles not more that than 400 or 500 have been 
thoroughly prospected and developed, and 111 those 400 or 

have found the world-renowned Klondike region,
miles of

coi
coi
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500 wre
which probably, all told, comprises less than 150
river, stream and gulch. , .

The Stewart, with its confluents, furnishes nearly 2,000
linear miles of gold-bearing territory. This will average pos­
sibly less than >4 of a mile in width. At present much of
this we know is good. . . ,,

The Felly, up to the time of speaking, is practically 
unknown. A little prospecting has been done at several 

with the result that, though not considered rich, it is
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points ,
an asset in the gold production of the future.

Outside of the Yukon valley in the more south westerly 
portion of this district, gold has been found on streams tribu­
tary to the Alsek River, from which we may reasonably 
elude that the whole Yukon territory is more or less gold- 
bearing and will probably afford 7,000 linear miles of aurifer- 

it, of which wc may assume say one-half as worth 
not at present it may be, in part, but with in­

creased facilities fc- transport there can be very little douot 
but that it will be utilized. These remarks refer, of course, 
to auriferous gravels and earths. When we take into con­
sideration quartz, the possibilities can only be imagined. At 
present there are upwards of a dozen gold-bearing quartz lodes 
located iu the vicinity of Forty Mile and Dawson, low-grade 

. in quality but vast in extent. It is only reasonable to inter 
that, where gold is so universally and widely scattered, a por-

' in the in situ mother lode, and
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, ha.'. we may go further and say it does so remain at many points.

The discovery and development of these points will natur­
ally follow from the discovery and development of the auri­
ferous gravels.

Other metals have been found at several points in the 
territory, notably silver-bearing galena in the vicinity of 
Forty Mile ; silver ore itself in the vicinity of the lakes at the 
head of the Lewe« ; copper on White River ; and traces of 
copper along the Yukon and Forty Mile. The richest gold 
deposits, so far as at present known, have been found running 

curved line following the general trend of the Pacific 
coast several hundred miles inland. Jnst east of this zone 
there is a sharp change in the geological character of the 
country from the older metalliferous rocks to the newer and 
comparatively recent cretaceous system. It is worthy of note 
that the richest deposits have so far been found on the borders 
of the change of system.

Convenient to the auriferous gravels and in these cretac­
eous rocks there are immense deposits of coal, 
specimens have been analyzed and pronounced a very good 
quality of lignite. Whenever fuel is required for the develop­
ment of the quartz lodes that will be found, coal is abundantly 
convenient, and it is only a question of months until this is 
utilized as the fuel of the country.

The other resources of the country are few, the principal 
one being timber, which need not, however, be mentioned, 
except so far as the requirements of the country itself 
cerned, and even in that direction I very much fear the supply 
is stinted. A great deal of it is consumed in what the miners 
term “burning,” i. e. thawing the ground in which the gold 
is found, the normal condition of the entire region being 
eternal frost from say two feet below the surface, and 
shovelful of dirt brought from levels lower than that has first 
to be thawed.
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Under the present system of thawing nine- 
tenths of the heat developed by the combustion ..>f the wood 
is wasted, with the result that along the auriferous streams 
timber very soon entirely disappears. The timbered 
confined exclusively to the valleys of the rivers, streams and 
gulches, and very seldom extends more than a quarter of a 
mile in width, that is, what might be termed commercial 
timber. The sides < f the hills are covered with a thick 
growth of scrub shrubbery which in the distance charms the 
eye, but is totally unfit for practical use. This I think gives 
rise to the glowing accounts we sometimes read of the timber

area is
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resources of that region, as strangers passing down the river 
in a boat, see, as far as the eye can carry, both sides of the 
valley verdure clad, all of which they assume to be as im­
portant as that immediately adjacent to the stream, which 
generally is of fair size and of good quality. A tramp land­
ward from the river would soon disabuse their minds of this 
idea. Yen 1

To sum up, we may say that of the 7,000 miles of river, 
stream and gulch, which we have assumed exist in the 
Yukon district, at least five sixths are more or less timbered 
with timber of practical use, the belt having an average width 
of say a quarter of a mile, which gives us, approximately, 
about 1,500 square miles of timbered territory. At the present 
rate of consumption for mining purposes, building, and lum­
ber for boats and other necessities, this will only last a few 
years. It is important, therefore, that it should be husbanded 
as far as possible, but that, as a question of administration, 
hardly concerns us here.

The general surface of the country is rugged, bleak and 
sterile ; the sides and summits of the ridges and ranges 
from about 1,500 feet above the streams are bare. Be­
low that, as already intimated, there is a thick growth of 
scrub and shrubbery, through which it is often extremely 
difficult to force one’s way.

The winter, it might be said, begins in the last half of 
October and lasts until the middle of May. Ice commences 
running in the strerms abou' die first date, and generally lasts 
until the latter date. This gives us nearly seven months of 
winter, during the greater portion of which the temperature 
often runs below—40°, and, during three months, borders on— 
6o° or even below it. The attached table shows what may be 
expected.

1887

IS88

1505

IS9fl

In conclusion, I would say the region is not at all invit­
ing, and its food resources may be said to be nil. Travel is 
exceedingly difficult and laborious. Insect pests, especially 
ni; squitoes, are a veritable curse ; and the long, dreary winters 
with their very short days are depressing. Still, to those who 
have hardihood, pluck and patience, there may be a rich re­
ward for a few years’ stays there. Hundreds have found it 
so, and thousands of others may venture with like expecta- ^
tions, A
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1897-8. transactions.

I

Utilisation of Moss Lands. !

By Thomas Macfarlane, F.R.S.C.

Extract.

I.
[Read March jth, i8q8.

as foV w.f a ^eW introductory remarks the lecturer proceeded

Utilisation of course includes cultivation, but I do not 
intend to speak of cultivation only. I shall have something 
to say about the more modern methods of cultivating moss- 
lands later on, but the subject is not an inviting one. In these 
days when almost every one is prepared to tell you that “farm­
ing does not pay ” he would be 
advise a settler to reclaim a courageous man who would

a swamp.
There is a comparison attributed to Queen Elizabeth which 

points out that life is like a bog ; if you stand still you begin 
to sink and if you want to keep afloat you must keep moving. 
I shall, therefore, ask you to leave the consideration of bogs 
as they occur in nature, and the possibility of cultivating them 
and ask you to accompany me, in spirit at least, to see a more 
pleasing landscape, a moor drained, consolidated and in pro­
cess of utilization, where art has come in to modify nature 
and, as it generally does, to improve it. In describing such 
a moor I must avoid any minute reference to the plants bv 
whose instrumentality it has been produced. I can only 
deal with vegetation in a very general way, and indulge the 
hope that the botanical aspect of the subject may on a future 
occasion be made the subject of a disquisition by my friend 

aC°Ut1’ *ian wh?m there is no better authority, 
u ii 1 ima£inar>' trip 011 which I have invited you is to 
Holland, or, more properly, the Netherlands. Holland is

r♦
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dri
only one of the provinces of the Netherlands, only one of the 
Low Countries, although probably the most important of 
them. It adjoins the German Ocean, whereas the Province 
that we have to visit, that of the North Brabant, is bounded 
on the east by Westphalia, and is traversed by the river 
Meuse, which takes its rise in the Ardennes, flows through 
Belgium and the Netherlands, passes Rotterdam and reaches 
the sea at the Hook of Holland. It was by the Hook of Hol­
land route from Harwich that I landed in Rotterdam, on the 
morning of a foggy Saturday in December, 1892. My busi­
ness in the Netherlands was to study beer, moss and peat and 
my first glimpse of the latter article was at the Weimar Hotel 
where it seemed to be the only fuel in use After using my 
letters of introduction diligently, I found that the chief pro­
ducers of peat and moss litter were the brothers Van Griendt, 
the elder of whom invited me in the most friendly way to 
accompany him to his works and extensive moors in the pro­
vince of North Brabant.

Faithful to my appointment with Mr. Van Griendt, I 
met him at the railway station in the morning, and was in­
troduced to Mr. C. W. Lancaster, accountant, of Birmingham, 
England, who visited the moors at the same time. Our route 
lay across the Meuse and past Dordrecht, Breda, Tilburg and 
Boxtel to Helmond, where we arrived about 11 o’clock. From 
here a carriage conveyed us along the Willems Faart, one of 
the numerous canals of the country, to Asten at the edge of 
Asten Moor. Strange to say, the Willems Faart Canal lies in 
lower ground than the Asten moor, but the canals which 
traverse the latter are connected with it and the gen­
eral canal system of the country. In order that sloops, 
or scows may pass from the latter into the canals of the Asten 
Moor they have to be locked up several feet, which, proves 
that the Asten Moor is at present a high moor, and must have 
been higher previous to its having been unwatere-1 and con­
solidated.
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Here it may be profitable to point out the distinction 
which the Germans have made betwixt two great classes of 
moor lands, a distinction which might easily I think be 
carried out in English also. There are first what they call 
low lying, meadow or greenland moors, to which possibly 
our word “marsh” would apply. They are always to be found 
near creeks and rivers, follow the course of these and give rise 
to the formation of wet and sour meadowlands. The peat 
or turf which is formed in these is of a black color, and when
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^Jhe °}hlr lland the heath moss, or high moors show
ftiî£Cr1 C larac,ter- are covered by heath plants and
nstead of a varied vegetation the swamp mosses or sphagnum

occur in huge quantity. Dwarf firs show themselves, but 
sphagnum varieties constitute the main vegetation. Ind, d 
Professor Macoun thinks that the name of peat bog is exactlv 
equivalent to sphagnum bog, and that the “muskegs » of the 

orthwest have the same mode of origin as the German Hoch- 
uwore. Of course there are intermediate formations betwixt the
reom>pht the “muskeg” to particularise which would 
require too much time. Some of these might be characteris­
ed as ‘swamp and, in these the bushes predominate over the 
mosses.

llctsSSïi
middle. The German name of “high moor” seems to come 
from this higher position, which is above the summer water 
level of the surrounding country. These high moors shew a 
charactereotic arching ; being higher in the middle than at 
the edges, and instances of such moors are known which in 
the centre are from 15 to 25 feet higher than the level of the 
water in the basin in which the original deposit began. The 
vegetable matter which lies beneath the surface ranges in 
colours from yellow on the top to deep black in depth. These 
moors yield frequently two different products, moss litter and 
peat, the former after drying being brown, soft and spongy.
unyielding11 ^ °t ler hand 18 when dried> bIack> llard and

Both of these products are found in the Asten Moor, the 
moss litter lying above the peat, each having a thickness of 
about four feet. Before the upper layer came to be utilised, and 
when working a peat bog in the old days, this higher part had to 
be removed at much expense in order to get at the denser and 
darker peat which was much more valuable as fuel. Now 
the upper part brings in more money than the lower 
manner of working a peat deposit has been revoluuomseci. 
The total depth of the Asten Moor down to the soil under­
neath is about eight feet. This is the thickness after consoli­
dation which is a very different thing from the depth of the 
bog in its natural state. The shrinkage which it under-goes

1897-8. transactions. 8i
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on draining is very considerable and amounted in this case to 
about two feet.

The surface of the consolidated bog is a much pleasanter 
place now than it ever could have been before. Except for 
the canals and drains you can walk over it everywhere with­
out inconvenience. Standing in the middle of the Asten 
Moor the outlook is strange and almost impressive. As far as 
the eye can reach there is nothing but moor, but the mono­
tony of the scene is very much relieved by the gigantic stacks 
of moss sods dried and ready for milling.

The Asten moor was not brought into this condition 
without much labor, carried on after the adoption of a plan 
thoroughly well thought out, and during the lapse of many 
years. The unwatering began 20 years ago and had to be 
done gradually, the first drain being dug only to a depth of 
about 18 inches. No deeper digging was p >ssible until after 
the surface part had settled and solidified to such 
as to prevent the rolling down of the fluid m >ss into the 
drain, and the consequent loss of all the labor. After the 
consolidation of the upper 18 inches, another deeper cut of 12 
inches was made in the drain for carrying off the water • 
then intervened another delay for allowing the bog to settle’ 
and by repeating this process, the gradual consolidation or 
compression of the ten feet to the eight .feet thickness 
effected ; very slowly and at a rate not exceeding one foot 
annually. It may be thought that it goes without saying that 
the solidification of such a semi-liquid mass could have been 
effected in no other way, but we shall learn, later on, that 
other methods have been tried elsewhere, with very disastrous 
results to the parties interested.

One of the most remarkable phenomena to be observed 
on the Asten moor is the construction in it of canals filled 
with water, in which scows are floating for conveying the 
dried sods from various points on the moor to the mill. That 
such canals can exist without again impregnating the bog with 
water, and converting the peat and litter into their original 
semi-fluid state seems astonishing, and yet there are plainly 
to be seen, within a distance of six feet from each other, the 
canals in question and ditches by means of which the bog has 
been unwatered, the latter containing only driblets of water 
oozing from the bog.

(Here the lecturer gave more minute details of the 
ner of producing moss litter at Asten.)

Of course there are works for the production of moss lit-
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brought to the edge of the bog and deep enough to un­
water it. But any attempt to penetrate the bog at such a depth 

Its semi-liquid mass rolled into the drain quicker 
than it could be dug out, and made progress impossible.

In the second place it was thought possible at Musquash 
to get rid of the water more rapidly than by the slow steady­
going operations of nature. Much ingenuity was displayed 
and much expense incurred in inventing and operating ma­
chinery for squeezing out the water from the mossy pulp but 
without snccess. Artificial heat was also used for effecting 
the drying more rapidly, but it is hard to conceive how that 
could have been done economically. Drying by natural means 

supposed to be impossible. Indeed a sod of moss, dug 
direct from the unconsolidated bog, and exposed to the direct 
rays of the sun for a long time is still found to be extremely 
moist in the inside. Therefore it is that, previous to any at­
tempt at drying such sods, their material must be previously 
drawn together; consolidated by pressure while in the original 
bed, so that when they come to be acted upon by wind and 

they will be better conductors of heat, and dry in a
On the whole the failure at Mus-

was

was futile.

was

!
sun
reasonable space of time, 
quash may possibly have been owing to the common fault of 
neglecting or undervaluing the experience which has been 
gained elsewhere.

In the County of Welland, bounded by the Welland 
Canal, its feeder, and the shores of Lake Erie, there is a large 
area of “ marsh,” the history of which occupies considerable 
space in the records of the County Council. The Ontario 
Peat Fuel Company is now engaged in trying to utilize the 
material of this marsh for making moss litter. The product 
has been placed on the markets of our Canadian cities and is 
to be purchased in Ottawa. We most sincerely trust that 
everything will be done by Canadians to make use of it, not 
only on account of its inherent good qualities, but on account 
of the advantage which is likely to inure to our agriculture 
by its extensive application to the various purposes for which 
it is suitable.

If ever the moss litter industry succeeds in Canada it will 
most likely to do so in the Province of New Brunswick, 
which is said to contain the most extensive moors in the Do- 

Many of these skirt the shores of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and those near Point Escuminac have been de- . 
scribed by the late Mr. Edward Jack of Fredericton. In his 
lifetime Mr. Jack was an enthusiast in exploring the moors

i
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Acres cleared..............
Acres woodland.......
Acres swamp or marsh,

Total occupied
Thus of the rural area or total number of acres of assessed 

land 25.5% or over one-fourth is bog or marsh, containing an 
as yet unappreciated store of fertilizing material. It so hap­
pens that the first succesful attempt to utilize Moss Litter for 
sanitary purposes in Canada was made in the Province of 
Ontario. At Caledonia Springs the method of deodorising 
human refuse by means of the moss from a bog in the neigh­
borhood has been carried on for several years with the most 
satisfactory results to all concerned. Thé moss litter here re­
ferred to is unusually rich in nitrogen, assaying nearly 3%, and 
the compost resulting from its use is an excellent fertilizer.

I have now told you something about the production of 
Moss Litter, and must next anticipate the question—Well, 
what is-the good of it all ? What is done with the article and 
of what advantage is it to the human race in general, and to 
agriculture in particular? I11 answering such enquiries I 
must leave peat and its applications out cf consideration, not 
because they are unworthy of attention, but because of the 
want of time on the present occasion. Furthermore, Moss 
Litter has about four times the value of peat, and the success­
ful working of the former, which as a rule lies above the peat,

12,671,857
7,264,167
3,236,390

23,172,408

of his native province, and advocating their exploitation. 
Let us hope that his mantle will fall on a worthy successor, 
and that the working of these huge deposits of organic mat­
ter may at last be carried out successfully.

In the Province of Quebec, although the production of 
moss litter has not actually been accomplished there is abun­
dance of the -raw material as our Chairman very well knows. 
Anyone who has travelled through the province must have ob­
served their occurrence at Valleyfield, Berthier, Three Rivers, 
Champlain, Levis, and at numerous points on the line of the 
Intercolonial Railway. Between Cacouna and St Arsene 
there is an excellent example of a high moor, well situated 
for exploitation. I am not aware as to whether any statistics 
exist as regards the quantity of such land in Quebec, but the 
figures are obtainable for Ontario. In the Report of the 
Bureau for Industries for 1896 it is stated that there are in the 
province :—
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must precede the production of fuel from the lower beds of 
the sphagnum bogs. I very much fear that the want of suc­
cess which has so far attended the working of peat bogs for 
fuel has been owing to the fact that the true nature of the 
upper parts of the “white turf" or “bastard peat" or moss litter as 
we call it was not taken into consideration. I am convinced 
that the way to success lies first in the utilization of the moss 
litter for sanitary and agricultural purposes. Even in speak­
ing of that article I must, for want of time, restrict my re­
marks to two of its applications, both of which tend to the 
enrichment of arable land.

1. It is used in town and country all over Europe for 
bedding animals, and keeping the stables clean and inodorous. 
It is thus a substitute for straw than which it possesses better 
absorbent qualities. Its price is seldom higher than that of 
straw with which it competes vigorously. Here in Ottawa it 
sells at about double the price and consequently the trade in 
it is not very brisk.

2. It is used as an absorbent, deodoriser and disinfectant 
for all manner of domestic refuse, includirg human excreta 
and kitchen offal. It has also been found convenient to 
apply it in slaughter houses and factories, whose products are 
of an evil smelling sort. Anyone can easily convince him­
self of its deodorising qualities by mixing a little of it with 
kitchen refuse in summer time, by which means the latter is 
kept inoffensive until removed. Not only does moss litter, on 
account of its porous, spongy character, take up obnoxious 
gases, but it can also absorb from 10 to 16 times its weight of 
water. Drying by means of it, applied to organic substances, 
is one of the best plans for arresting their decomposition. 
(The lecturer next described the nature and constituents of 
moss litter the production of humus from it and the advan­
tages of the latter in agriculture.)

It will scarcely answer in these days of steam and elec­
tricity to say that “ there is nothing new under the sun," but 
so far as regards agriculture, the oldest of the arts, I believe 
that modern investigation reveals very little not previously 
known. Take the acquisition of the nitrogen of the atmos­
phere by the leguminosae, a fact now universally accepted by 
agriculturists, that seems to have been known to the ancients 
and a passage in Pliny shows that the Romans based their 
practice on it. Neither is there anything entirely new in the 
application of moss litter as an absorbent and deodordiser. When 
Professor Macoun was collecting his specimens of sphagnum
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varieties in the Northwest, an Indian Chief asked him if he 
proposed to take them to his squaw. It seems that the Indian 

collect and dry the sphagnum moss, and encase their 
babies in it, and that it keeps them perfectly dry and comfort­
able during the long journeys which they have often to under­
take when they are swathed up in Indian fashion and carried 
on the backs of their mothers. Dr. Dawson also tells me that 
along the trails in the same region tufts of moss are to be seen 
stuck on poles, and exposed to rain, sun and wind. It is in 
this way that the moss is prepared and stored for the sanitary 
requirements of the Indian babies when travelling. That 
which has been the practice of Indian tribes for centuries is now 
being introduced in many German cities not only as the best 
system from a health point of view, but as the one likely to be­
stow great advantages on agriculture The committee on man­
ures of the German Agricultural Society is now devoting much 
attention to this subject, and any one, who wishes to know 
the progress they have made and the valuable results they 
have arrived at, should study the valuable book by Dr. J. H. 
Vogel, published in 1896, on the disposal of City Refuse.

It would indeed be a fool-hardy and Quixotic undertak­
ing for anyone in the present day to begin a crusade against 
the water-borne system of sewage removal. The love of ease 
and modern conveniences, and the indisposition to look the 
problem of city sanitation squarely in the face are too 
strong to afford such a reformer any chance of success. But 
in localities where no such system has been established and 
in towns where local circumstances make it impossible, it 
would, in my opinion, be advantageous for the authorities to 
consider seriously the moss litter system of dealing with 
human excreta. Even in cities or their suburbs, where there 
are districts almost destitute of any system and where the re­
moval of refuse is a source of constant annoyance, the use of 

litter might prove to be an unhoped-for blessing. The 
manure resulting from its use is entirely deprived of any of­
fensive character, and would be of the greatest advantage to 
the farmers of the neighborhood.

(The lecturer concluded by referring to the various 
methods employed for reclaiming and cultivating moorlands 
111 place, and gave particulars concerning the Rimpau dam 
system at Cunrau on the Elbe, and the Corporation farm on 
Carrington Moss near Manchester.)
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