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THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

Falifax Ragyed & Industvial Schools.

—— ———

enting their Annual Report, the (Committee desire

In presc
to record their grateful thanks to the anthor and giver of
all good, for the grace and help wherewith he has enabled
them to persevere, in the fac
in the furtherance of a work the object of
wolected children of the upper and
and crime; to educate

, of many and great difficulties,
which is to rescue
the poor n¢ 1 lower streets
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: of God the Holy Spirit, their
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them under th power of human love,

to raise through the agency
thoughts and feclings upward
fountain of all love.

The lot of the Halifax street boy is a sad and melancholy
one. Many of these wretched and neglected lads are reared

in overcrowded dwellings which are unfit for human beings,

the walls begrimed with dirt, the sc
my of their wretched dwellings
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Many of these poor lads are fatherless, with drunken
mothers, or motherless with drunken fathers, or, in many

instances abandoned by both parents, who have drowned
all sense of responsibility, and every Parental feeling in
drunken excess. These unfortunate lads are often com-
pelled to seck shelter in some house of ill fame, or gain a
precarious living by begging or stealing, or playing the
tambourine at some low public house in the upper streets.

The Province is just now being agitated by discussions
on education, and the Committee cannot help feeling regret,
that whilst the government are concerned in providing free
schools for the respectable poory,—nothing has been done to
promote the welfare of the outcast poor,—victims of parents’
unnatural excesses, condemned for sins not their own. Few
are aware of the misery, the cruel neglect, the brutal usage
to which these outcast children are subjected. “To leave
these children to the care of their parents is to condemn
them to certain ruin. Are they to be taught industry by idle-
ness? honesty by theft ? sobriety by drunkenness ? purity
by pollution? decorum by indecency ? the fear and love of
God by those of whom scripture says, * God is not
in all their thoughts.” Political economists may preach on
the natural rights of parents, and the dangers of abusing
charity, but are they to allow parents to sacrifice their off-
spring to their vices,—to offer them in the fire to Moloch ?
They cannot stand by without attempting to rescue them.
Who could, if they stretched out their hands to them from
the windows of a house which had been fired by their father
in the frenzy of intoxication ? Yet how strange it is that
humane, kind, generous, good Christians can smile their
way along the streets where so many poor children are
perishing in a worse way before their very eyes.” The Com-
mittee in undertaking the formation of an Industrial School
" are encouraged in knowing that they are not travelling on
an unbeaten track, the principles of Industrial schools
have been well tested elsewhere, and have proved under
God to be a blessing to many an uncared for and neglected
boy. Even in Reformatories which are occupied by those
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who have béen convicted of crime, the most carefully collated
statistics go to shew that there is a permanent reformation
of from sixty to seventy per cent. At times they may be
discouraged by not seeing all the good hoped for fully re*
alized, but they should not be dismayed, so long as the mo-
tive is pure, and the object aimed at, such as they can ask
God’s blessing upon. Doubtless many real Christians become
fainthearted, and discouraged, because they do not see as
much good resulting from their labours as they think they
have a right to expect, yet, as Miss Sieveking writes, *it
may often be that even the most ardent zeal fails of exter-
nal success, but not therefore is the work unblessed. For
our efforts will not always, with all our striving, change the
wilderness around us into a paradise, from the very fact that
we are unable to accomplish any perfect work with imper-
fect instruments.” The Commttee do not question but that
itis a happiness, however, to be allowed to witness some
fruit of their labour, external to themselves, and they are
assured that if they only have astrong faith in the faithful.
ness of the Promiser they shall, in due time, reap if they
faint not. Humbly relying on that promise the Committee
feel that no means should be left untried to benefit these ne-
glected, ill-educated and untrained boys called by society the
“ dangerous classes.”

The Committee call upon the public generally to judge
righteous judgment, to considet what effect a diseased
organization, and defective home training have had in
bringing these lads to a condition not far removed from
the brute beasts that perish, and they would invite them to
read the report of Dr. Hattie, who has, by unfailing atten-
tion, done so much towards improving the health of the boys
at the Home, and from it they may gather what a sad con-
dition those poor children are in, who may be seen every day
running wild along the streets. Surely society is bound,
for its own sake, to arrest such a state of things, and by
stopping that false charity, which is so often wasted on
dranken mothers, and fathers, apply it rather to the benefit
of their miserable offspring.

On the ground of self-interest the Committee contend
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that the Industrial and Ragged schools have peculiar and
urgent claims on Society, and the facts now adduced as
the experience of other communitics may readily be coro-
borated by their own,

The Governor of the City Prison in one of the largest
metropolitan cities of Britain, recently stated in his Report,
“ That of 16,653 individuals imprisoned, the commitments
for theft, amounted to 34 per cent,—that these prisoners
were nearly all from that class to which the Ragged boy
appertains, and were maintained at a cost of £12 per ann.
The Report of the Ragged School for the same City the
same year stated that the children were fed and educated
at about £5 per ann: The financial view of the question
therefore involves contrast, not comparison. £5 per ann. 18
about the cost of maintaining the Ragged boy who at that
price is being trained to become a useful member of society.
£12 per ann. 18 the cost of the incarcerated thief, who at
the l‘_\'pir:ttinn of his term of imprisonment is acain launch-
ed on Society but to tax it afresh for his maintainance. The
query therefore is, which price does the public prefer to
pay, £5 per ann. to save a boy or £10 per ann. to harden
him in sin and crime.” But to proceed ;

A Ragged School was formed in Albemarle street some
years ago, and for a time appearc d to succeed,bnt the teacher
being removed, the school through various causes fell off.
For the purpose of resuscitating it, Miss Cogswell organized
a ladies committee, over which she presides. This Commit-
tee took charge of the Girls” School, and brought it into fair
working order,—the average attendance being from abont
30 to 40. The Boys’ School was under indifferent mana-
gement, for although a schoolmaster was engaged, unfortu-
nately he proved quite unequal to the work. Such was the
state of things during the winter of 1863.

Miss Cogswell had also under her special direction an
Industrial Class for boys. who were instructed in shoe-
making. Being desirous that this latter class should be ex-
tended, and witnessing daily the miserable life of the street
boys, this lady entered most heartily into the plan of forming
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a school on the English system, and thus on a more efficient
and permanent basis, enlarging the one in which she had
been so long taking an active interest.

The Committee feel it due to this Christian lady to whom
the community at large 1s under lasting obligations, to offer
this public recognition of the work of faith, and labor of love,
in which she is daily engaged. In every undertaking where
Christian effort is required, her footsteps can be traced, and
it needs but a visit to the numerous gloomy abodes of pen-
ury, suffering, and sorrow, in this city to find that her name
1s received as a household word.  The church of Chr;st from
its earliest days has been under God often indebted to ladies
circumstanced as Miss Cogswell, Miss Marsh, Mrs. Fry,
Florence Nightingale, Miss Sieveking, and others, who have
devoted themselves with untiring zeal to the spreading and
enlarging of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and by theiruntiring
exertions to ameliorate the condition of the poorer classes.
The time was when misconstruction and censure were passed
on ladies taking a public part in such matters, we know how
Mrs. Fry's prison work was at first commented upon as a
breach of etiquette, and Florence Nightingale’s work in the
Crimean Hospitals stigmatised as unwomanly ! but love to
God was the animating principle which actnated them, as it
still does all who follow in their steps, leading them to omit
nothing whereby they may prove their devotion to His cause,
and their care for the poor who shall never cease out of the
land, satisfied, although the world may censure, that as Jong
as it is done unto Him ¢ the altar sanctifies the gift.” Miss
Cogswell, in God's hands, has been the chief instrument in
commencng the first recognized Industrial school in this
Province and to her unceasing interest in its welfare, must
its present favourable state be greatly attributed.

The Ragged School for Boys wasreorganized, and a Com.
mittee of gentlemen, over which Dr. Cogswell presided, was
formed. In order to enable these destitute children to earn
a little, and thus begin to form habits of industry, the
large room in the Irglis School House, through the kind
permission of the Bishop of Nova Scotia, was fitted up for
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raper bag making,—and several children ree ived daily in«
struction, under the supervision of ladies who had first
learned the art of catting the paper, and forming the various
sizcs of bags in general use. To these ladies in an especial
manner the thanks of the Committee are dune. Some of
the merchants most kindly promised their sipport, and pur.
chased the bags, which althoagh they could not possibly vie
\‘\'itrll ”l(),\(‘ H]:UI(‘ h.\' m:whivw:-_\', HE l';n' as ;ll)'w;n':mm- \\'(-“(‘ ‘\'(-t‘
were equally strong and useful.  Up to the 31st December
1865, between two and three hundred thousand bags were
made, and of these a very large number have been sold, 1f
some friend would present the school with a paper hag
machine, the bagy made would then be equal in appearance
to those imported from the States, Many of the children
from their earnings have been able to purchase for them-
selves small articles of wearing apparel, which before they
either did without, or obtained by begging. The paper
bag making was only fillowed fora short portion of the day,
80 as not to interfere with the children learning to read and
write,—at the same time by lessening the number in the
schoolrooms, the master and mistress were enabled to give o
more undivided attention to each child.
The average attendance of Girls is from 35 to 45
Do. do. Boys 30 to 40

The age of the children varies from 6 to 12 in the
boys school, and from 6 to 14 in the girls school. The
Parents scem to value the privilege granted them of
sending their children—but the Committee hope in time
they may be able to establish a Provident Benefit club
and Fuel fund, which would, they think, make the school
to be still more highly prized. A Soup kitchen was also
opened at the School Iouse and proved of great service
to the families of those who attended the school, as well as
to the numerous poor surrounding it.

The Committee regret that at present there is no Sab-
tath School, but hope when a missionary has been appointed
to work in that district, one may be formed.

The Schoolmistress is paid from a fund in the hands of

Ci
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the Lord Bishop of Nova Scitia. The Committee pay a
small sum for the rent, as well as the Schoolmaster's
galary, and other incidental expenses.

On the Sunday evenirg the schoolroom is opened for the
poor who are unable from various causes to attend any
place of worship,—a short service is held, and some inter-
esting narrative read, after singing and the readirg of a

O

portion of seripture.

Dr. Cogswell and the Committee entered most warmly
into the plan proposed for forming an Industrial school,
and on the 16th Dec. 18G3 six hoys were taken out of
the Ragaed school, elothed in a suitable uniform, and sent
out as errand boys—their average age was about 12,
The resalt of the first days earnings did not attord much
encouragement, as they only brought in between them 25
centsi—with one or two exceptions these boys had been
in prison. A shoemakers class was also formed of older
boys, average age 18, and a first class workman engaged
to instruct and superintend that department. At the
close of the day the boys assembled at the schoolroom
when they were supplied with a hot meal. Mr. Willis of
the National school was engaged to give them two hours
instruction in the evenings.  The numbers rapidly in-
creased but it was sad to witness their miserably degraded
state—the name of God blasphemed, His law set at de-
fiance, and broken with impunity,—all more or less addict-
ed to drinking, (shame to the Publicans of the Upper
Streets who are so dead to all s nse of shame or fi eling as
to make lads of tender years helplessly drunk) quarrelsome,
filthy in their habits, and regardless of truth ! such was the
state of th's bear-garden in the commencement of Jan, 1864
as seen in the Albermarle Street Ragged school. But the
law of love and kindness, and the softening influences of
the Gospel of Christ began gradually to make itself felt,
and it was encouraging to see the marked change that
came over many a poor lad,—several of them earnestly
asking whether they could not be taken charge of alto-
gether, and be provided with sleeping places, for other-
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wise they must return to their old haunts,—which were
in many instances houses of illfame.

A kind motherly woman, Mrs, Webb, was found, and
arrangements made with her to put up a few of the boys.
The Puablic are aware that the Committee at last deter-
mined to appeal to thewm. And most heartily do they
thank their friends for the liberal, large heatted manner in
which they responded to the appeal, and became their
fellow workers in helping to resc ie those who were ready
to |)(*ri.~'h.

In June the boys were able to move into the home so

gencrously provided for them, and from that time to this it

can be traly said a marked change for the better has come
over the lads in general.

There are many difficulties and trials in all Refor-
matory work of which the Public ean have no concep-
tion—the greatest of which, are those moral difficulties
which have tl;li]}' to IM't'unll»:lt('tl. in the |wl'\'('l‘h‘1| instincts
and ev;l tlis]msitiun of those for whose interests lll('y
labor, and oftentmes the Committee might feel discourag-
ed at the difficult task which, in God’s strength, they
have set about doing, but they are aware that all Chris-
tian work must be carried on in a spirit of hopefulness,
Animated by a spirit of love they feel they must not allow
obstacles to become impossibilities--th y must have “Faith
in the converting power of God’s own Word, Faith in the
certainty of its precions effects sooner or later, and Faith
that none are too sunk, too degraded, too hardened, to be
beyond its Almighty power. Without this faith they feel
their labors will be heartloss, their hands will hang down
and their best efforts he paralyzed.” The work before
them is hard,—to make the dishonest honest, the lying
truthful, the depraved pure, and the begear industrious,
To bring the sinner to the sinless One, the diseased to the
great Physician, the outcast to Him who will in no wise
cast out, is so hard a work that unless Higher Help was
assured it would be presumption to undertake it,—yet
whilst it is true “Without Me ye can do nothing” it is
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equally true “T ean de all things through Christ which
strenzthen th me,” and it is in this spirit only that Reforma-
tory work ean be undertaken.  As is found to be the case
in institutions of a similar nature, this depraved state of
mind manifests itself in different ways,in some in an extro-
orlinary degree of cunning, impertinence and idleness,
indifference to truth, dishonesty, impatience of control, and
in others in some low degrading passion. The most painful
trial is when seme boy who has given promise of better
things, through some strong t mptation falls back into his
old habits and for a time all the good, thought to be eflected,
appears undone, or when alad without any real cause leaves
the Home from ill-humour or idle caprice.  To the casual
observer it may seem strange that boys should leave a
home, where they are clothed, fed, and everything done for
them to make life more desirsble than when living in
their old haunts, yet the key to the explanation of this
phenomenon is to be found, as Dr. George Bell in a letter
writes “They are eallous to what we understand by
hoidship.,  They don’t know home, neither do they know
aught about friendship. From infancy they have catered
for themselves ; they are ignorant of what is expressed
by the word risk 5 they are independent they resist the
very gentlest restraint, and their first impulse is to escape
from it ; they have no love for what they never experien-
ced; and they don’t fear that with wh'ch they are fimiliar.
Hence the smallest offence to their freer than Arab feel-
ingsis cause enough for them to endeavour to escape from
school, and resume the more than savage life to which
they have been habituated fr m their earliest infaney.”

Sometimes a father claims his child, beeause he ean
keep himself in drink on his (hild’s carnings, ard a n other
cn realize more by hLer child’s Leggirg, than she can by
honest industry. Several children have been withdrawn
Ly their parents on these grounds. One right, a lad was
fiund wanderirg in the strects, on being questioned, he
admitted that he did not dare go home until he had got a
j-ttle more by beggirg. Several lads pass their nights in
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onthouses, —in milder weather, in the hollow pipes lying
upon the Common: one of the lads was found sleeping in
adog kennel. Another great obstacle the Committee have
to contend with is from there being no law prohibiting
vagrancy, or authorizing the Police to take up those idlers
who hang about the drinking houses, who, if unable to give
a satisfactory account of the nselves should be Tiable to he
sent to a l{uﬁn'm:ltnr_\’, where they would be compelled to
learn some useful trade, and be edueated and trained up
as useful eitizens, Many a lad eseapes being hrought up
for theft, as most r'ght minded people consider that it isin
a great degree from ignorance, and from negleet, that the
child has been tanght to steal, in order to foed the vices of
his parents; and that a Jail is not a fit place for a child
so brought up, for it is impossible to say that the City
Reformatory in its present position, (although the Civie
Authorities are takine the |»1'1-.'i|nin:||'_\' measures to render
it more effective,) affords the means of accomplishing the
real objects contemplated by Reformatory Institutions.
It is to be carnestly hoped that the Authorities will abso-
lutely separate the Juvenile offenders from the adults by
providing a separate and detached building, and having
them under a distinet control and supervision, instead of'al-
lowing them to remain under the same roof with the adult
prisoners,—tor however anxions they may be to effect a
complete isolation of the juvenile from the older conviets
it will be found almost impossible to accomplish it in
a thorough and perfect manner while the present manage-
ment continues; that the expense of supporting such an
institution would not prove a serious burden on the City
tunds may be readily inferred fiom the faet that with all
the disadvantages under which, as a purely voluntary in-
stitution the Industrial School has labored, the boys have
brought in during the past year upwards of £600 from
their earnings; doubtless this return might have been
Iarger had all the earnings been serupulously returned by
the boys, which however was more than the Committee

could expect from their previous training and habits
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ng With the compulsory labor and constant control which
in the City Auathorities could maintain, and (with efficient
ve teachers) from the different position in which the ununlu
ng offenders would stand as being under the sentence of :
s Court, the returns would he far greater from an equ: ||
ve number of boys, than in this Institution, where many of
he . the imaates must necess: wily be left for m: my hours in
to each day, without control or supervision, while engaged in
ip seeking employment on the streets as errand boys or shoe
\p blacks,  Mere imprisonment can ]!Imlll((' no reforming
n effeet upon a lad, but on the contr: iy, ajail, however well
1e con-lucted, is a bad school for him, and it fixes too dark a
f stain on his eharacter,  Baron Alderson has said “T am
d fully persuaded that a judicious plan of reform for juvenile
y ) | oftenders would be the most cconomieal, as well as the
¢ i most mereiful arrangement which could be made, and to
T ‘ cure this class of offenders would be to cut off one of the
e most prolific sources of crime.” The Committee would
g » most earnestly commend to the consideration of the
¥ | Chief Justice and Judges of this Province the necessity of
v ‘ laying before the Government some well devised plan
'Y for the estab! I\]llll” of a Provincial R /ru lmlf(nI/ in order to
. save from inevitable ruin the crowds of children who are
t now thronging the streets, and living by vagr: ey or
} . stealing. But some may say will not this interfere with
y the liberty of the subject ? the reply is, the justification
. of such a measure is simply its necessity, “No one

. gays, my neighbour is drowning, but I shall unduly inter-
| fere with his freedom of action if I Jump overboard and

drag him out.” The Reformatory principle has been
sucessfully introduced into Canada and it is only a
question of time before it must be introduced into this
Province—for the Judges are too humane to sentence a
child of ten or fifteen years to imprisonment, when they feel
the lad is more sinned against than sinning, and that justice
demands that her shield be thrown over him, rather than
that her sword should be drawn to execute. To consign
him to a den of thieves, at the same time w arning him of

anli ER LR

i




16

the evil influences of bad company, is simply a mockery of
justice. Yet, after all, as it has been said, “it is not to
our |»Le|1"(,t'llti;l|'i('s, nor yet to our j:lils, nor even to our
reformatories, but to our homes or to some such institutions
that we must mainly look, if we hope, with God’s blessing
to stand between the living and the dead, and stay the
plague of immorality and vice around us.”

The Committee have much pleasure in stating that the
ITome was visited by His Excelleney the Lieutenant
Governor and Laly MacDonnell ; and although their visit
was unexpected and consequently no preparations had
been made for the'r reception yet hoth these distinguish-
ed visitors were pleased to express themselves as being
much gratified with the appearance of the Institution.
The Dormitories, clothes room, school room, wash room
and working room of the Shoemakers’ class were all
visited an1 commended. His Excellency expressed his
pleasure at finding the institution in so good a condition,
kindly stat ng that although in its infiney and on an un-
pretendic g seale, yet it appeared to him to be what it
professed to be, and to be aiding in a most valuable re-
formatory work.

Iis Ex-ellency did not eonfine his approbation to words
only, for he most kindly announeed his intention, in con-
junction with Lady MacDonnell, to offer five prizes of
a Sovereign each, to be appropriated as the Committee
might deem most likely to en~ourage the boys in a course
of industry and good eonduct.

These prizes will be greatly enhanced in value by their
presentation, at the proper time, to the recipients, by His
Excellency in person, thereby giving a public testimony
to the value of the work in which the Committee are
engaged, as well as to the manner in which it has so far
been carried out.

The shoe class have made great progress, and the
errand boys on the whole have done tairly—Their joint
earnings exceed £600, thus proving that their degridation
has not resulted from any unwillingness to work, but from
their social position alone. The shoe class (averaging 10
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in mumber) have made up about 50 pairs of boots per
| week.,  The Committee feel that a school on a larce scale

could be established and in a reasonable time made to
support itself; but in order to effect this the support of
those in authority, and all rigcht-minded people, IS neces-
sary. If the Judges of the land would aid the Com-
mittee, if the Magistrates, the City Missionaries, and the
Police would enter into the eause, many a poor lad who 18
now on the road to ruin might be rescued, and saved, to
ocenpy some useful place in society.

The Committee feel that they have met with much en-
courncement in their work, but they would speak with

cantion as they are well aware how uneertain all outward
reformation is, but so far as external actions can testify,
thev thank God they have reason to believe He is hlessing
their work, Most of the lads have either been inmates of
the City Prison or living in the low deus of the city.
The Superintendant reports :
The beneficial edects of the Institution on most of those
wio have joined it. are evidently proved by their appear-
ance and behaviour.
Most of the lads. who have been inmates of the City Prison,
or utterly friendless, or living in the veriest dens of the
city, and whose appearance on coming to the Home was so
devraded and dogued’” and whose habits were so filthy, that
it seemed next to a moral ixvnp«»<~ihi|il\' to do them any
good, have, however notonly in most cases remained at the
Institution but have gradu xII\ become honest, steady, and
cleanly in their habits, and as a eeneral thing obedient to
the rules and discipline ot the Institution, of course there
have. as might be expected, been exceptions, when old
and powerful habits have returned—but as a general rule
this has been rather rare.
The Supe rintendant has never turned the key on the door
of their Dormitoiies during his whole term of office, and

yet not one instance has occurred of a violation of the con
ficence thus reposed in them.

A good trait in many of these poor lads is their anxiety to
induece others to come into the Institution—and their mani-
fest regret when any one leaves or is dismissed.,

One of the lads, now in the Institution, who was brought up
in a brothel. under every evil influence that could possibly be
broucht to bear on lnlumml\ has turned out one of the finest
lads in the Iustitution, and is steadily acquiring, as a shoemaker,
the means of earnine.an honest and honourable livelihood.
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Another poor boy. whose case seemed quite as desperate,
whose reckless bad conduet rendered him a nuisance to all
around him, is also steadily learning to be a shoemaker.

Another lad, whose poor mother was unable to support him,
and who was sent to the Home by a clergyman and reported by
him “as incorrigible. is also steadily learning the trade of a
shoemaker, and his conduct is now exemplary.

Another poor orphan lad from the City Prison—sent there
because he was friendless—has proved himself to be a fine
steady, honest lad ; he came to the [nstitution in a most wretched
condition.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

One of the most important features in the work is the
establishment of a Sabbath School, at the Home., The
Comm ttee regard it as a chief means in God’s Hands of
imparting spiritual instruction to the lads, and by inculea-
ting the precepts of the Gospel of Christ,to mould their
daily life, edueating them up to the christian standard of
right and wrong. The Committee humbly-hope that by
infusing right principles into their minds, they may become
instrumental, in God’s hands, ot affecting the heart,—thus
fitting them, not only for a life of labour and usefulness
here below, but for that great change “the life of the world
to come.”

SCHOOL TREAT.

On the opening of the New Home, all the children
under the care of the Committee were entertained on the
grounds. Over one hundred children were present, in-
cluding Industrial and Ragged Schools, and it was a plea-
sant sight to see these poor outcasts, who are strangers to
the innocent joys of childhood, thoroughly enjoying
themselves. Miss Cogswell more than once had the
teachers, and the lads of the Home out to her residence at
Jubilee, and has most kindly lent a Melodeon to the
school, and employed a professional man twice a week to
instruct them in singing. Some of the boys are able to
play on the instrument for themselves, and they sing
several pieces, which they have been taught during their
stay at the Ilome. At Christmas, the Schools were liber-
ally supplied with Christmas fare,—~the Sunday school
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children of St. Matthews contributing entirely for the
school children in Albemarle street.

The expenditure has been proportionably large; but
much has been laid out in the improvement of the estate,
and in clothing, as the boys in all cases require a complete
outfit,—the rags they bring with them generally being
so filthy as to be unfit for wear. For the first few
months the returns were but poor and the Society had
very heavy expenses to bear.  The Committee are
anxious to start a carpenter’s and a tailors shop,—so as to
enable them to withdraw more boys from the streets. Of
course in learning a trade it at first cannot become re-
munerative ,but after the first year it is hoped that the
trade will support itself. In order not to come too often
upon the Public, the Printing Press was added, so that
whilst another trade might be taught, a portion of the
expenses of the Institution might be met out of it. The
Committee rely upon the hearty support of their friends in
this matter, as many who are unable to assist in one way
are able to do so in another. The thanks of the Com-
mittee are specially due to Mr. Barnes, publisher of the
Presbyterian Witness—who rendered them every assistance
in setting up the press, and getting it into working order.
and in other ways greatly helping the Committee.

AMUSEMENTS.

There is a Reading Room fitted np for the boys,—but
the Library is in a very poor condition—The Committee
feel sure that many of their friends will look over their
shelves, and send them a few suitable books, both reading
and school, (the simpler the better) and any simple game.
Two bagatelle boards and dominoes have been provided,
and in the summer there is an excellent gymnasium and »
good play ground for ericket,—the necessity of providing
recreation for lads of this class is now universally admitted.
Those who are most acquainted with the working of Re-
formatories are agreed that the thorough-bred poor house
boy, or girl, is far more difficult to deal with than
the child who has been running wild about the streets in
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filth and rags; and that whilst the mind of the latter is
open to kindness, the true poor house child is sullen, sus-
picious and discontented. We may quote from the © Work-
house-Orphan” a passage which contains much that is true
although it may be considered to be alittle overstated by
gome. % And most traly are these children mentally asleep
A torpor of both the mental and phy sical system charac-
terises «ll poor house children. Any whoare experienced
in visiting |le‘hnu.\(' schools may casily |minl out which
of the children has been longest there, by the greater
vacancy of expression; every year of poorhouse life lessens
the power of thought, and produces an inerease of torpor.
A striking proof of the effeet such a lite has on a child
is found in the faet that when a child has been four or
even three years in a poor house, all memory of the pre-
vious life, even when a child has entered it at the age of
eight years, becomes extinet. The mind beeomes an utter
blank. The memory, never exercised, ceases to exist.
The very recollection of’ past happiness is taken away
Memory and hope, two of God’s best gifts to man and as
precious to the poor as to the rich, are unknown to the
poorhouse boy.  And this sad state of things arises from
the fact that they receive no Industrial training, of course
there are rare exceptions, they are by the necessity of the
case, nunder no good influences, herded with the vicious
and idle of both sexes, no recreation is provided for them
and thus the Poorhouse instead of being a nursery of re-
ligion, virtue and industry, becomes an ever flowing foun-
tainof vice and erime.” The Committee eannot but hope
ere long in this city every destitute child will be reared
npon the prineiples of the Industrial School system as
known in England, the United States, and we are glad
to say in Canada, “Brought up in a system of strict
discipline, a service of constant nunatural restraint in the
walls of a gloomy prison like building, one fearful monot-
ony day after day, with none of the little indulgences
and amusements that children require, they grow up in o
dull, sullen state with the affections on which the better
part of our natur. rests, deadened or undeveloped.”
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CONCLUSION.

In bringing this sketch of the Halifax Industrial School
to a conclusion, the Committee ean only urge upon their
friends the necessity of inereased earnestness, and interest
in this important work of endeavouring to reform those
who have fallen into erime and to rescue those who are
every day exposed to the temptation of it, to lift up the
one that is fallen, to help the one that is just about to fall,
and by means of contributions to assist the Committee in
providing for these children the means of setting out in life,
an 1 obtaining honest employment.  On meeting them in
the strects from time to time give them a friendly word
of encoragement, ever bearine in mind that to preveut
erime is better than to punish it. Those who have heen so
mercitully blessed in their own homes, their children eare-
fully tended with fond affection, surrounded by all that
loving hearts can do to make them happy, let them when
they look upon their little ones nestling in their comfort-
able cots—at the same time lifting up their hearts in
prayer that the God of all blessing may bless them, re-
member those who are only familiar with blows and curses,
who never have known a mother’s love, and often lie down
to sleep hungry and shivering upon the all but naked floor.
The Committee would end by quoting from Dr. Guthrie’s
famous plea in behalf of the neglected and destitute boy
—after referring to the amount of human misery that is
daily unveiled before our cyes, of those little sufferers who
often have no bed clothes but their body rags, whilst our
dogs and cats have comforts which christian men and
women withhold from the r fellow creatures he goes on to
sy “ How people, not flint hearted, who hear of such
facts, ean wend their way home “to eat the fat and drink
the sweet, nor give asigh to this misery, or a sixpence to
their wants, is to me a mystery. Kind and blessed
Lord! He had tears for all human suffering. He made
himselt poor that He might make others rich, withholding
neither His love nor His life blood.  Surely many forget
that \'v’/f e Ml’fl,, not s’r/j' l,'/l'/U/‘/v neey is the motto of our faith.
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One would sometimes think that Christianity herself was
dead ; and mute the voice which said ¢ Is not this the fast
which I have chosen, to deal thy bread to the hungry;
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house
when thou seest the naked that thou cover him; and that
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Woe to the
man who on trial for his life at the bar of a righteons God
shall have to face as accusers one, and another, and another,
that point to him saying, “ I was an hungred, and he gave
me no meat; I was thirsty. and he gave me no drink; 1
was a stranger, and he took me not in; naked, and he
clothed me not ; sick and in prison, and he visited me not,”
Then shall Jesus say, “ Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of
the least of these, ye did it not unto me.”

God forbid that I should judge any! Only I cannot
comprehend the humanity of the man who stands on a
stormy beach with a wreck before him, drowning
wretches hanging in its shrouds, their pitiful cries wafted
to his ears, their imploring hands stretched out to the
shore, and who does not, I don’t say leap into the life
boat when its crew are calling for another hand, but who
does not regard this dreadful scene otherwise than with
cold indifference. Nor do I understand the religion of the
man or woman who does nothing to save poor boys from
a fate worse than shipwreck, and young girls from one
worse than twenty deaths. Death! The life of crime
before them should they survive the cold, and hunger and
neglect, under which they sink by thousands into an early
grave, is such that I have been thankful to see them dead ;
lying in their rude coffins ; safe in God’s arms ; away from
the brutal tather, whose staggering step and boisterous
voice, that poor, pale, peaceful form no more trembles to
hear. It was an awful thing to see a mother who hung
over her boy’s couch, and fondly kissed him, drop on her
knees,and passionately pray to God that he might never
rise from that bed, but die,—die there. No wonder!
Eleven summers had gone over that young head, yet life
had been all bitter winter to him. Ile had been starved
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by a drunken father; driven on the street; forced into
crime.  None of those who went to echurch wrapped up in
comforts, Bible or Prayer Book in hand, had cared for him
poor wretch! Ile had to steal or to starve; do wrong,
or die. He had been thrice in jail.  And seeing no pro-
spects for him but the eold hands of the hangman working
about that young neck what wonder that his mother
wished him dead—willing rather to trust him to the merey
of her God than to what they call the justice of men.
Think of the miseries that wring snch prayers from a
mother’s lips! and hasten to our help—it is the help of the
Lord against the mighty.”
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TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL

' IVIYIY LY (‘1"
COMMITTEE. Sty
Sik :—Since my connection with the Industrial School as Cu
honorary Surceon it has not been visited with any disease of a . t
KEerions H.lllln'; although m) services have been occasionally i;:‘ll
required. . An
The atfection which proved maost tronblesome was a disease Do
of the skin arising from the filthy state of the boys. previons to Fer
their entering the school,  The chiel impediment to itz removal St
consisted in the dudicolty of chaneine their condition and Bia
habits. A ‘\.‘”
No

I'his however was not the only disease with which we had No
to contend. others ol a more loath=ome character soon besan to No
appear, exhibitine more nnmistakeably than even the former, Sed
stilential nature of the atmosphere in which these une / Wi

e bovs had been reared. and 3.’x"\'~l‘n';lllniil.‘i::|'_' pritd lices I'v‘”

to which they had been addicied. ::,“
While some of those just referred to have become subjects of “:
discase through their own vielons habits, there are others who Ro
are not ..‘\‘n'»nﬁl»h' for their de I»Iu able sitnation. disease beine T
entailed on thein by those for whose sins they are made to Al
suiler. \\
\lthoush many of the lads entered the school in this degraded &
l")H\{yl'l My ..ll‘| .H\l('l' Lilese uliavou in'll' clrremnmstances, ('\pl'li' ;\”
ence has justilic d the eflorts put forth to red lann them. At
By providing them with, comfortable lodzinues suitable food Co
and clothine. and strietly enforeing systematie habits of cleanli- & Ceo
ness. the most satistactory results have been ;.m'm‘li'li'-?n‘nl. ! “1’
: ) - Bir
Permit ine to say in closing that whatever fears may have [ Hil
been entertained with regard to the propriety of establishing : Sil
such an institution, or of its prospeets of success, whether we A
regard it ina moral. or sanitary point of view, no doulit can now B.
exist of its real usefulness, and as thoze enjoying its advantages Do
are bat a mere fraction of a c¢lass who infest our streets it is of Sal
the greatest importance that ifs influence and operations should l?"
be extended, and that the Home should receive the cordial :\)]"
31

sympathy and support of every well wisher of the community. Bl
A. Hartrie., M. D. Mi

Hon. Surgeon s

to Halifux Industrial School s
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DAILY ROUTINE OF HALIFAX INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
From March to May 1865.

DRESSING BELL 6} o'clock a.m.
Dress, make up beds—Clean Bed Rooms—Wash—Prayers
Seripture lesson,

BREAKFAST BELL.
Breakfast—7 o’clock.

WORK BELL:
To work at 8 o’clock, until 12} o’clock.

DINNER BELL.
Dinner at 12} o’clock.

WORK BELL.
To work at 1} o’clock till 5 o’clock.

INTERMISSION for play—till 6} o’clock.

SUPPER BELL.
Supper at 6} o'clock. Wash and ready for school.

SCHOOL BELL.
School from 7} until 9 o’clock.
Recreation from 9 till 10 p. m. in the Reading Room. Draughts
Bagatelle—Dominoes— Lotto, &e., &e.
Prayers and to bed at 10 p.m,
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GIFTS.

The Committee feel their thanks are specially due to:—

A Set of Maps for Sehool Room E. Binvey, Esq.

AFlag Staff - . . . . . . Mgssrs. BENTLEY.
A Draught or Chequer Board - - Z. 8. Hawy, Esq. !

A Table for Reading Room

- Messrs. Gorpon & KeiTH

Sundry Fittings in different
parts of the Building -

- J. D. NasH, Esa.
ACow - - - - « . . . . } Bqurinor, Esq, M.P.P.
1 Box Boap ~ ¢ o' s o .0 P Morr, Esq.

1 Bbl. Oatmeal - - - - - . 8 A Wurrg, Esa.

Bagatelle Board, 76 Vols. of Books, Games Miss CocswEeLt




HALIFAX (YOUITRIAL 3CHOOL AJD EOME,
STATEMENTS OF REGEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 31TH, 1864.

Donations - - - - - - |R068 50 Cost of Real Estate Alterations &e, - 5142
Farnings of Errand Boys - - 1558 91 | Printing Press, Type, and Appliances, 1070

Earnings of Shoe Boys- 846 96  Furniture for Home Implements, &e., 419
Sale of Paper Bags - 188 07 Salaries 1080
Printing Press - - - 535 14 Dietary 1195

For Clothine supplied to Boys - 359 07  Clothing 1820
Second Donation from Miss Binney 100 00 Amt. paid to Errand Boys and Shoe Boys 122

Received from G. S. Yates for Work 751 98 Paper Bag accout materials, &e, - 369
Balance asainst the Home - - 545 67 Coals and Gas - - - 161
e Washine - - - - - 77

&12.964 33 Household requisites gnd Miscellaneous 239

Rent of Racoed School 40

Religious Tract Society for papers &e, 3

Passave money from Britain. Mr. Twyman 100

Stationery L - : 5 = 23

Ut

Jt
[

<

U e

b - S OR-)
o

- - ) =) ©
1o e

t

Audited B. W. Cochran. 212.964
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fac - Industrial - School,

PRINTING Dy¥lle
BARRINGTON STRLEET.

HHEADS, CARDS, HOTICHS, POIIERI,

/

AND

JOB PRINTING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
EXECUTED WITH NEATNESS AND DESPATCIL

The above Printine Office is one of the branches of'in-
dustry of the Halitax Industrial School instituted tor the
employment of friendless hoys, teaching them trades, and
affbrdine them the means of caining for themselves an
honest living. The Manacine Committee solicit the

custom of the cendemen and merchants of Halifax,

s0b88b0000

Paper Bags of all kinds made to ovder,

» Bags made at the above establishment can com-
pete both in price and in qualiiy, with any imported into
this City.

Specimen Bags of every description with prices marked
can be seen at the Depository, 111, Barrineton Street,

where orders are received.




Hal. Ragged &

Annual Report




