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FRENCH^ANADIAN LITFRATURE

LITERARY ORIGINS, I7<0-I«40

THE literary hutory of the French Caiudian* may be
aid to date from the year 1760, or, if one prefer],

from the ceaiion of Canada to England. Before
that time, indeed, there had been certain manifutations
of literary life in New France : there had been accounli
of travel, lilce thoee of Champlain ; interetting namtivee,
like the Rel<Ui<m4 of the Jesuit*; hiatoriea like that of
Charlevoix ; studies of mannen like those of the Pire
Lafitau ; and instructive tetten, full of shrewd observa-
tiona, like those of the Mire Marie de I'lncamation. But
these works were, for the most part, written in France,
and all were published there. Their authors, moreover,
belong to France much more than to Canada, and France,
rather than Canada, is entitled to claim their works as
her patrimony.

During the hundred and fifty years of French domina-
tion in Canada the colonists were unable to devote much
attention to intellectual pursuits. All the living forces
of the nascent people were engrossed by the ruder labours
of colonization, commeice and war.

Nor was it even on the morrow of 1760—the morrow
of the treaty that dejivered New France to England—that
the first Ixwks were printed and the first notable works
written. There was other work to be done, and the French
under their new rulers betook themselves to action. While
repairing the disasters to their material fortunes, they
numbered themselves, consolidated themselves, and set
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thenuclvn to pmerv* m intact u n^bk tlwi> ...j_.
in.U,u.io« .nd th. t«dition.TtlSr^SZIl ll^

"^'

-..irr.-
•""•'? P"-™ thdr nrntlonality the flntm«.i »t.t.o„. of their Uter.o- life we« «»,„ To .pring

^„rf « ^ . ^J^ thought-th«t the French.C«mU«nS u .1.
""* "«««^; Only «»loniiU Ute,«u« could

hTJTh h
*" °' ^ :?'!• '^ *»"*• " '^ t-oubadour,:

m rf. !i " ™."' "" '""« ""« "' » ""'. «!»< "fried

S^l JlLJ^"!?'
?^."»<*i""y U .t the beginning

t.f}. "^T*^ u"" "^ '• '""'""y "^ »Il-invoftM?m.t™men for the qmad of literary idea.. I„ thrvTri

n Quebec and Montreal aeveral periodical., in which

f^nd °"*
*"" "' *• "^' *""" "»y i»

at ^'J,f^?^
are «m,e of the Journal, that appearedat the end of the eighteenth century and the begin^U^ o(Ae n.nete«th. and that mark th. true origin^ Fr^cS-

Canadian hterature :

naiui-

Cn^Z,L- *''""^'' "•"•«' ''nw.t immediately Za

i^ i/ot<.«, d, (?Wi« (,79,): u Caur, du Umf, tm

. M^'ifw™' ^''"*"«'. of Quebec (i8io)i le SptOcLtof Montreal (.813) : VAwo,,, of Montreal (18.5) fiSfacaiwrfiMw, of Montreal (1818).
a/. ^i««i<«

The« journal, were not equally fortunate. Mo.t of

for life f..r a few month, or a few year,, and diwpp^redone aft« the other. With the ex«iUon of La G^^^c UCa«tUd. Monirld, U Can<^ien, and iTsput
l€ur, the fint newapaper. .uccumbed after a valiant struggle

Z^^'l:^, ^r r"*. "« «^-«* ^^^^^ number ofreader., several of then joumal^-ia CauUe de Quibec, Lt
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CawM it UmlrU, Vt Uataiiit it (>iM»e and U Court iu
toM^>—wen written in both Engliili and Frencli.

The French newipeperi may be divided in'a two distinct

categoriee. There were thoee tliat were mainly political,

or contained political news, like La CateUt dt Quibtc and
L» Count do UoHlriol ; and the periodical! tlut were
diatinctly literary, tuch aa La CatelU lilUrain of Montreal
and Lo Uotosin do QiUiec. Thia laat-named journal con-
tained little but reproduction* from foreign literature.

La GoMtu litiirair* of Montreal, publithcd by Fleury
Mesplet, on whoee staff Valentin Jautaid, a native of France,

was an active collaborator under the pseudonym of * Le
Spectateur tranquille,* is noteworthy as having given the

French Canadians their first opportunity of wridng on
literary and philosophical subjects. Much literary criti-

cism, somedmes of a decidedly puerile nature, also appeared
in it. In this paper, too, are encountered the first mani-
festations of the Voltairian spirit that had permeated many
minds in Canada during the latter part of the eighteenth

century.

The first political journals were literary in but a small

degree, and it was seldom that they published French
articles of any value. Apart from a few occasional poems
—of little merit, however—the French contents of La
Cautte do Quihec were, for the most part, merely trans-

lations of its English articles. The political literature of

this journal is dull and unimportant. William Bio v i,

who, with Thomas Gilmour, was its founder, charact'^tMcd

his journal only too well when he wrote ^nugust 8, 1776)
that it 'justly merited the title of the most innocent gazette
in the British dominions.'

Neverdieleas it was Quebec that became, in 1764, the
cradle of Canadian journalism. Before the end of the French
regime Quebec was already the centre of a civilization that
was polish<-d, elegant—refined even—and often very fashion-

able. Peter Kalm, the Swedish botanist—who visited New
France in 1749. and left such a curious, instructive and
faithful record of his journey—observed that Quebec then
contained the elements of a distinguitihed society, in which
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good taste was preserved, and in which the people delighted
to make it govern their manners, their language and their
dress. Quebec, moreover, prided herself not only on gather-
mg within her walls the most important personages of the
political and the ecclesiastical world, but also on being the
chief seat of intellectual life in the new country. From
Bougainville ' we learn that in 1757, towards the end of the
French regime, there was a literary club in Quebec. Besides
this, the Jesuits' College and the Seminary had for more
than a century drawn to Quebec the studious youth of
the entire colony. Michel Bibaud, who visited the city
in 1841, noted there 'the agreeable, affable manners of her
leading citizens, and their French urbanity and courtesy.'
For this reason he called her 'the Paris of America.'

It was at Quebec, too, after 1791, when parUamentary
government was accorded Lower Canada, that political
oratory—dmid at first, and modest m expression—was
bom. There the first groupings of intellectual forces were
afterwards organized : the Cltlb constitutiormd (1792) ; the
SocUU lUUraire (1809) j the SociiU hislmjue et lUUraire
(18J4), founded at the Chateau Saint-Louis, under the
presidency of Lord Dalhousie ; and the SocUU pour Vencou-
ragenimt des Sciences el des Arts (1827), which soon amal-
gamated, m 1829, with the SocUU hislorigue et lUUraire.

Montreal, in the nineteenth century, was not backward
in seconding, propagating and developing those movements
of intellectual life which were gadiering force in Quebec.
At Montreal people read both poetry and prose. Joseph
Mermet, a French military poet, who came to Canada
in 1813 and took part in the war then in progress, had a
large number of admirers in the city. There Jacques
Viger pursued his historical studies on Canada ; and Denis
Benjamin Viger, who at certain moments thought himself
a poet, published his ponderous verses in Le SpeclaUur.

^ Bougalnvme, Lou-a Antoine. Comte ds (1739.1811), came to Canada io
1756 a> MootciJm'j aidc-diMamp. H. kept a eanful jounud ol Om campaim
ending »iUi Uie surrender ol Quebec. He returned to Franc, and joioed the naviHe nulde a voyage round tie ..orld (I7<K>.&,1, and later lought with diitinctioii
against the British during the Revolutionary War.

EncfchpUit caaailmn, 1. jog : Uon dernier voyage k Qu»bee
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In 1817 H. Bosaange established in Montreal a fairly con-

Biderable bookselling business. The City Library is said

to have contained eight thousand volumes in 1823.' The

inhabitants might also nourish their intellectual curiosity

in the newspapers and the literary miscellanies published

about the middle of the nineteenth century, such as

—

La
Minerve (1827), VAmi du Pmple (1832), Le Populaire and

La Quotidimne (1837), L'Aurore des Canadas (1839), and

Le Jeatt-Baptiste (1840). To these may be added the mis-

cellanies of Michel Bibaud

—

La Bibliothique canadienne

(1825 to 1830), VOhservateur (1830), Le Magasin du Bos-

Canada (1832), and VEncyclopidie canadienne (1842).

At this period Quebec and Montreal, with their associa-

tions, their journals and their literary miscellanies, were not

as yet, of course, powerful centres of intellectual life, nor

was the energy they radiated either very active or brilliant.

In tracing the real origins of a literature, however, it is

not unprofitable to indicate briefly the historical environ-

ment in which that literature was to have its birth. By

this means the relative value of its earlier efforts is more

justly appreciated.

With the French Canadians, song appears to have been

the first form of poetry. Some verses written in 1757 and

1758 are still to be found ; many may be read in the

journals which made their appearance later. The popular

song flew quickly from mouth to mouth when, in 1775, or

again in 1812, the people were fired with a fine patriotic

ardour to defend the soil of their invaded country. New
Year's Day also supplied the rhymesters with matter for a

few verses, mainly intended for newsboys' addresses. Need-

less to say, these poems—interesting as they are f'*om the

point of view of literary origins—have in themselves scarcely

any literary value. The same may be said of many lyrical,

pastoral and satirical pieces that appeared anonymously

in the early journals."

1 Hiskiin du Canada, by Michel Bibaod, Ji. 403.

• Le Foyer eanadien, 1865 ; article on ' Nos chansons historiques,* by Dr
Hubert Lame, pp. 17-18.

• On this subject see the author's woik, Noi Origines litUtairts, pp. 70-83 and

IIt-23, in which aevsral extracts from these early poems are given.
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At this period, however, two poetg stand out from all

others—Joseph Quewiel and Joseph Mermet. Although
ttey were of French origin, they so deeply impressed Cana-
dians of their time, and exetdsed such an influence upon
later writers of verse and men of letters, that we cannot
but take account of them in a history of the beginnings of
French-Canadian poetry.

Quesnel was bom at St Malo in 1749, and died at Mon-
treal m 1809. He came to Canada from France in 1779He was a village merchant at BoucherviUe, and afterwards
lived m Montr.-al. He employed much of his leisure in
wnting verses and music. His principal work consists of
a large number of poems, ep;,-tles, hymns, epigrams and
"ongs. He also left a dialogue in verse, Le Rimmr MpiU
a comedy in veree, LAnglomania ; and two prose comedies—
Colas a ColincUe, the text of which is embellished with
ariettas, and Lei RipMkains fran^is.

Quesnel's poetry was for the most part light and playful
His muse never tires of pleasantry, in which he often indulges
with delicacy and grace. To fine badinage he readily adds
a piquant irony. In his epistle to M. G«n«reux Labadie he
pokes fun playfully both at the public, for not sufficiently
encouraging Uterature, and at Labadie himself. Le RimmrdipM is another example of this raillery, at once li^ht and
biting. In these two pieces, however, there is a lack of carem regard to form and of scholarly dignity.

Quesnel concerns himself more with the quality of his
verse and the trueness of its tone when he writes idyllic
poetry and sings of nature. He had a keen appreciation
of that beauty of nature which the descriptive poets of the
eight«nth century made popular. He was probably the
first French-Canadian poet to sing in praise of running
brooks and blossoming flowers.

Quesnel's two most important works, however, are Colas
el ColtiKllt, the text of which is preserved in Le Rtpertoire
national, and fAnglomanie, a little comedy in verse which
has not been published, but has been included by Jacques
Vlger in his Saberdache.

Colas a Colineitt is a comedy, and is French rather than
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Canadian. Traces of the customs of Canada are rare.

Apart from certain psycuological observations on love,

which may be applicable to any country, the piece has little

interest except as a picture of popular manners in provincial

France. The old and gallant bailli, who wishes to rob the
rude, rustic Colas of his delicate and graceful Colinette,

resembles a Canadian magistrate but distantly ; while Colas
himself, with his strange and faulty speech, in no way
represents a young peasant of Lower Canada.

Quesnel's L'Anglomanie, or Le Diner A Vanglaise, is

frankly Canadian in inspiration. The subject was sug-

gested by a caprice that affected the upper ranks of

'^rench-Canadian society about the beginning of the nine-

. 3enth century. At that time certain families allowed

themselves to be too easily fascinated by English fashions

and customs. They abandoned the old French domestic

traditions, in order to adopt the habits of their British

compatriots. L'Anglomania is not, of course, a powerful

work, but it is nevertheless interesting. It is to be hoped
that :t may yet be printed and submitted to the curiosity

of the public. Quesnel's light comedies and his copious

poetic output led his contemporaries to regard him as the

model of elegant and witty versifiers.

A few years after Quesnel's death another French poet
arrived in Canada, and in turn succeeded in getting his

work read and admired—sometimes with a too generous
admiration. This was Joseph Mermet, lieutenant and
adjutant of de Watteville's regiment. Mermet ci .le to

Canada in 1815 with his regiment, composed mainly of

Swiss soldiera and officers. Watteville's regiment took a
prominent part in the War of i8i3'l4. It was sent to

Kingston, and in that town the poet-lieutenant employed his

leisure in writing verse. There he made the acquaintance

of Jacques Viger, and the two became friends. It was
Viger who made the poet's work known to his friends in

Montreal, and got his poems published in Le SpecUUeur,

In these poems Mermet sang of war—tiie war that

American cupidity had just brought close to Canadian
homes, and that had summoned the brave militia beneath
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the coloura. Several of his pieces owed their success chiefly
to the actuality of the subject tn-jted rather than to their
artistic merit—for example, the lyrical verses in which he
essayed to sing the victory of Chftteauguay.

The hymn of the ' Victory of ChAteauguay ' secured its
author the friendship of the hero of that day. De Salaberry,
wishing to meet the poet who had extolled his military deeds,
inviteo him to his table. The soldiei-ijoet went to Chambly

;

he passed a few hours in the colonel's retreat there, and on
returning from the visit wrote h^s poem on ' Chambly,"

During his travels on Canadian soil Mermet could not
but admire the magnificent spectacles presented by nature.
He is, we believe, the first Canadian poet to sing of Niagara

;

he set himself to describe it, and his lines possess the special
merit of precision.

It is not, however, in Mermet's poems of patriotism and
war, nor even in his descriptive poetry, that the author's
best and most characteristic spirit is to be found. The
adjutont of de Watteville's regiment loved raillery above
everything. This French soldier is merry. He loses no
opportunity of throwing off a humorous couplet or of dis-
tributing impromptu rhymes among his friends. To him
everything is matter for amusing or satirical verse. In the
Saberdacke of Jacques Viger many of these light and often
carelessly written poems may still be found ; although of
little value, they were received enthusiastically by the
readers of 1813.

Mermet returned to France in 1816. In Canada, therefore,
he was merely a visitor. Nevertheless it is plain, from certaiii
hterary discussion in which he took part in Le Speclatmr,^
that his influence upon the poets of his time was considerable.

Mermet has given us several examples of that sprightly,
bantering literature so long practis.. 1 by Quesnel. He is
not, of course, a great poet ; he did not even take pains
to be a second-rate poet. Vet he stimulated the ambition
of those who at the beginning of the nineteenth century
were endeavourinf to make the new-bom literature of
Canada lisp in numbers.

' U SptclaUur, September IC and 23, and October ai, 1813.
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In Queuiei and Mermet we see the expression of the

French muse, which has become Canadian for a brief period.

In their poems, too, we see a reflection—dim though it be

—

of those light, graceful and terse forms of poetry, frequently

idyllic, that flourished in France during the eighteenth century.

While these poets were still making their influence felt

at Quebec and Montreal, a Canadian poet—Canadian by

birth—essayed to capture public attention. This was Michel

Bibaud, who was bom near Montreal, at the C6te des

Neiges, in 1782, and died at Montreal in 1857. To Bibaud

must be accorded the honour—if honour it be—of publishing

the first miscellany of poems in the history of French-

Canadian literature. This collection, which appeared in

1830, is entitled £pitres. Satires, Chansons, Epigrammes,

el autres pieces en vers. It is composed of pieces that had

appeared several years previously, the first satire dating

from 1817. It contains no poems that are really good.

It was seldom given to Bibaud himself to be a poet : and

the pieces he published are more interesting from the point

of view of the history of manners and ideas than from that

of art, which in him is usually commonplace.

Michel Bibaud and Denis Benjamin Viger, who con-

tributed to Le Spectaleur, were the representatives of French-

Canadian poetry at the moment when it was venturing on

its first flights. It is true these men were not great poets,

but we must be thankful to those who, at the beginning of

a country's history, venture to do something, and who,

at the cost of their own failure, point the way to others who

may yet follow and excel them.

The most important chapter of French-Canadian literary

origins—dull though it often is—is composed of the prose

matter in the early newspapers. Among the first to write for

the journals and to influence the public mind in their diverse

degrees were—Pierre BMard and Francois Blanchet in Le

Canadien
;

Jacques Labre and Louis Plamondon in Le

Cmrrier de Qudec ; Denis Benjamin Viger in Le Canadien

and Le Speclateur ; Michil Bibaud in L'Aurore des Canadas

and later in his collected works ; and Jacques Viger in Le
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Canaiim and in the literary journals and miiceUaniea of
Michel Bibaud. After theie came £tienne Parent, who, by
virtue of hia forceful thought and the vigour of his articleo,
merits a place apart.

This newspaper prose was almost the only literary matter
printed at the close of the eighteenth and the beginning of
the nineteenth century ; it was also the only literature, or
nearly so, that expressed Canadian thought. It was this
literature that engaged the attention of the citizens, directed
their political sympathies, and often moulded their judgment
on public affairs. This prose is by turn passionate and
calm, fiery and restrained, aggressive and patient. It is full
of those agitations that at certain periods troubled the
national life—when, for example, Craig was the dupe of
the evil counsellors who surrounded him, and the French
Canadians were at once irascible and bold in their demands.
Throughout this political literature are to be found the deep .

traces of those increasing recriminations excited during
nearly forty years by topics that so often irritated, such
as supplies and the reform of the legislative council.

The political oratory of the first parliaments had natu-
rally much of the qualities ajid defects of the journalism.
Usually we find the same men speaking from the political
platform and writing in the journals. Their style varies
greatly : it is generally temperate, terse and precise ; but
frequently it is confused, ponderous and solemn. The
oratory, like the written prose of the time, was substantial
rather than artistic, vigorous rather than pliant, firm rathe'
than passionate. The name of Louis Joseph Papineau
stands out among all those who earned applause as political
orators during the first half of the nineteenth century.
Papineau's name is still popular among French Canadians,
for he long embodied the highest aspirations of his countr>--
men. This is not the place to discuss the excesses into
which he was sometimes led by his ardent patriotism. It
is well worth remembering that, more than any other in his
day, he was an orator and a political tribune. He knew
and could use those expressions that strike the imagination
of a people. From tiie platform, where he himself fought
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like a aotdier, he impetuously aounded the charge, at once

mtralning and inflaming popular pauioni.

While Papineau was making speeches, a journalist was

writing articles in which the very soul of the French-Canadian

people was expressed with an eloquence by turns commanding,

ironical, rugged and light. It may be said that fitienne

Parent portrayed the most intimate thoughts of the people

for a longer time than Papineau, and more faithfully. In

Parent, indeed, we encounter the man who, during the

period of the Uterary origins of French Canada, was the most

sagacious of the politicians and the greatest of the writers.

Patent was bom at Beauport, near Quebec, on May 2,

1802. On the completion of his classical htudies at the

College of Nicolet and the Seminary of Quebec, he entered

the profession of journalism. In 1822 he became editor of

Le Canadim in Quebec. After the temporary cessation of

this journal in 1825, the young editor pursued his law studies,

and was admitted to the bar in 1829. He was unable to

devote himself long to the practice of law. His literary

temperament, his well-stored mind, his desire «• discuss

ideas, and his taste for controversy drew him once more to

journalism. In 1831 a group of young deputies demanded

the establishment of a fighting journal, and suggested the

revival of Le Canadien, whose vpry name was a watchword.

Parent undertook the task of resurrecting it, and on May 7,

1831, the initial number appeared. On the first page a

new device was inscribed :
' Our Institutions, our Language

and our Laws i

'

In Montreal, at that time. La Minervt—a very violent

patriotic organ—was read. At Quebec, it was Le Canadien

that undertook to scatter the seed of those poUtical truths

with which it was desired to imbue all minds.

The oflice of Le Canadien, in which Parent reigned,

became a sort of centre where politicians gathered, and

where the plans of attack and defence of the parliamentarians

were arranged. Parent retained the conduct of his journal

until 1842. In the preceding year he had been elected

member for the county of Saguenay. In consequence of

serious deafness, contracted in the state prisons in which he
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was confined with to many other patriots during the winter

of x8.t7-36« he coniidered It neceuary in 184a to retiga his

seat. He accepted the post of clerk of the ^lucutive foundl. ,

He ceased to direct he Canadien, therefore, in the same year.

He reappeared frequently, however, and still conducted lively

controversies, in its columns.

From 1843 it was chiefly by means of lecturing that Parent

sought to continue among his countrymen the educative

ministry to which his journalistic activity had atxustomed
him. To the members of the Canadian Institute of Montreal
and Quebec, at the reading-room of Saint-Roch, Quebec, and
before the Society for the Early Closing of Shops, Quebec,
he delivered courses of public lectures that ttfstify to the

extent of his knowledge, and especially to the philosophic

penetration of his mind. He became under-secretary for

the Province of Lower Canada in 184.7, ^n*^ retained sub-

stantially the same functions under Confederation, with

the title of u..ider-secretary of state. He retired from office

in 1873, and died at Ottawa on December 33, 1874. On the

day of his death Le Caurrier de VOutaouais declared that

Parent ' created the journalistic style of this country.' This

eulogy suggests the high and authoritative place that the

editor of Le Canadien had won. By his brother journal'- s

he was called * the Nestor of the Press,' as a tribute to ctie

prudence he generally exercised in his writii^.

Moreover, Parent the journalist was more than any other

of his contemporaries a courageous and clear-sighted patriot.

A master-thought directed all his ideas. 'A pole-star led

me,* he used to say in his later years.* This star—the

guide of his spirit—was the motto which he inscribed at the

head of Le Canadien :
' Our Institutions, our Language and

our Laws t ' Whatever had no concern with this patriotic

programme was banished from the journal's columns. Parent

had well-de6ned political principles, and it was upon these

principles that he founded his journalistic activity, and sought

to achieve the liberty of his compatriots. Wliat were the

principles he professed ? Upon what rights did he wish to

base the stability and progress of the nation ?

' Words quoted by Benjamin Suite, in La Minerve, December 33, 1874.
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He coniidercd, in the fint place, that in a country en-

dowed with a parliamentary ayttem the Houie of Aieembly

ought to have a certain and deduve influence upon the

policy of the government. He could not conceive thii

influence being suflicient without the abulute control of

•uppliea. This famous question of supplies, it will be

remembeied, was, in both Upper and Lower Canada, for

more than thirty years the cause of the most violent public

/ controversies. Parent combined this principle of the control

jlf of supplies by the Assembly with the higher principle of the

rwponsibility of the executive. The latter, he held, ought

to be responsible to the people or to their deputies. It is

especially interesting to note with what precision the editor

of L» Canadittt, in 1833, demands this responsible govern-

ment

:

We now ask that the Executive Council be assimilated

to the cabinet in England. . . . Thus, instead of influ-

ential members of one Chamber or the other being

summoned and made mere political councillors, we now
desire that they be made heads of departments, severally

and jointly responsible to the Chambers.*

It waa to secure a more complete application of this govern-

mental responsibility that Parent, and all the patriots of his

day, conducted their agitation against the legislative council,

then composed of members nominated by the frown. In

place of irresponsible councillors he demanded elective coun-

cillors. He regarded the constitution of the legislative

council, as defined by the constitution, as a great error

on the part of Pitt. 'The minister,' he declared, ' ought

to have seen that he was bringing into the lidts against the

people a class of men who could never have anything

in common with them, since the former ran necessarily

towards liberty, and the latter towards absolute power and

privilege.'

'

In the exposition and defence of his political principles

Parent aUays displayed a calm and appropriate moderation.

He was never a lover of excess, either in words or deeds.

» Lt Canaditn, June 19, 183,1. * K'**-, May i, 1833.

^.
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Although he long fought by Papineau't tide, and was long

one of 'the uillen guard of the agitaton'—in the phnee
ol that day—he wai unable to follow the leader of the patriot
to the end. He broke away when It Memed to him that

Papineau waa about to abandon the patha of prudence and
legality.

In hit itudy of todal quettionn, no leu than in politict»

Ptrent displayed the lucidity and penetration of his intellect.

Both by taste and by virtue of his remarkable mental
qualities he was a philosopher. His contemporaries did

not hesitate to call him * the Victor Cousin of Canwla,* at

a time when Cousin was exercising in France a very great

influence on philosophic thought.

In his lectures Parent set himself to popularise those

philosophical and social ideas, inspired by Christianity,

towards which his sympathies and intellect naturally drew
him. In order to present some idea of the wide range of

his studies, it will suffice to dte the subjects of the speeches

or lectures delivered by him in Montreal and Quebec. At
the Institut Canadien, Montreal, he gave the folkiwing

lectures :
' Industry as a Means of Preserving our Nation-

ality * (January 33, 1846) ;
* The Importance of the Study

of Polidcal Economy' (November 19, 1846); 'Human
Labour * (September 33, 1847) ;

' The Priest and Spiritual-

ity in their Relation to Society * (December 17, 1B48) ;

and * C^nsiderationa on our System of Popular Education,

on Education in general, and the Legislative Means of

providing for it * (February 19, 1848). At the Institut

Canadien of Quebec he delivered two lectures on ' Intelli-

gence in its Relations to Society ' (January 33 and February

7, 1853) ; before the Society for the Early Closing of Shops.

Quebec, he spoke on * The Importance of Commem and its

Duties' (January 15, 1852); and at the reading-room of

Saint-Roch, Quebec, he lectured to an audience of working-

men on ' The Condition of the Working Classes * (April 15,

1853). This last lecture puts very happily, from a Christian

standpoint, the necessary social conditions of labour, and
formulates the principles that ought to regulate the relations

of masters and men.
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At tWt conJerence Pirent thm exhorted nit hearen to

make Catholic doctrine the rule of all economic progreee :

Ouviien, met amii, pour qui je parte, vou« qui *te«

lee abeillea travailteuies de la ruche loaale, voulei-

voui tviter lea maux dont souffrrnt voa Mmblabla

ailleurs, tenei fort et ferme 4 votre iyittme cathoUque,

et i tout ce qui en fait I'eaMncc. Repousiex le« adeptet

du iugement privt, qui chcrchent i voui en Eloigner.

Le cathoUdame, voyei-vous, c'eat I'aMoaation dana sa

plui haute it ta plus vaste expretaion, et cela au profit

du pauvre et du faible, qui nc peuvent «tre forW que

par I'aasociation. Celle-ci en lea rtuniiaant en un

fai«ceau aaura lea rendre plu» forts que lea forts. Jc ne

nwrai pas que, humainement parlant, le pnncipe du

iugement pnvt, qui eat, en pratique, rindividuahsme

appliqut aux chosea morales, ne tendc t augmcnter la

force des individualitts : mais cela ne peut profiler

2u'au petit nombre d'individus fortcment tremjw.

.'individualismc est comme le vent qui anime un brasier,

mais qui iteint une chandelle. Aux masses ll faut

I'association d'idto, I'unit*, et par consequent I'autont*.

Je prie ceux de mes jeunes auditeurs qui leraient, comme

on Test ttop souvent k leur age, endinf i se rtvolter

centre toute espfce d'autoritt, de bien rtfltchir tt-dessus,

avant de jeter lo doute et le trouble dans I'espnt du

peuple, i I'endroit de sea andennea institutions. Les

anciennes institutions d'un pays, ses croyances re-

ligieuses surtout, il ne faut jamais 1 o'lblier, sont A un

peuple ce que sont & un individu sa constitution ph)|!iquc,

ses habitudes, sa manitre de vivre : en un mot, c est sa

vie propre. Et dire qu'il se trouve dcs hommes, de soi-

disant patriotea, preu i faire main-basse sur tout cela,

sous le pr*texte de riforme et de progris I Les mal-

heureux I ils ne voient pas que c'est la destruction et la

mort. Rfformons, mais ne dttruisons pas : avan9on8,

mais sans 14cher le fil conducteur de la tradition.

In these lectures, as in his arttdes in Le Canadicn, mf y be

seen the impreaaive, forceful and clear language of which he

was maater. True, it haa not always the freedom and grace

that might be wished ; but it is often coloured by vivid

and striking images that fix the idea in bold relief. It

readily becomes ironical, indsive and caustic. In i« Canadim
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there are Rrticlct, directed agiiiut the Montreal lltnU, the

Mtreury, ind e\'en L'Ami 4u Pniph, that are little muter-

piecn of invective and Kund lente.

Parent'! contempomrie* did not fail to recognixe hie

high intellectual value and hit prartiied taate oe a nu>n of

letter*. He wai often coniulted, and hii judgmenU were

highly eetcemed. He wai not only a political leader, btl

alio the literary leader of hie time. He loved to welcome,

encourage and itimulate talent ; and, a> Hector Fabre laid

in thoM dayi, ' no one dared to think himielf a writer unleM

he had hie patent from Parent's hands.*

It would t impoeiible, then, to accord this father of

French-Can .ulian literature too large a place in the history

of iu oriKins. Hit is incontettably the finest, most wortliy

and most expretsive figure of that time. While Parent

belongt to the origint of the literature, he it alto a prophet

of the following period—that of more fruitful growth ; he

even merits a place betide the meet illustrious in any period

of the literary history of French Canada, for he is still tecog-

niied in the Dominion as one of the highest repreaenutives

of French thought and culture.

While Parent held the public mind by his joumalitm

and lecture*, another writer—at first by journalism and

later by literature—was seeking to attract attentwn. T:.:i.

was Michel Bibaud, whose heavy and dull poems have been

mentioned ; but he succeeded better in prose than in vene.

Public sympathy, however, waa meted out to him but spar-

ingly. We have already recalled the literary miscellanies

that he successively edited between 1835 and 1843. Here

must be mentioned the Histoirt du Canada, which at first

appeared fragmentarily in these miscellanies, and waa after-

wards published in three volumes, the fii of which was

given to the public in 1837, the second in 1844 and the

third—long after the author's death—in 1878.

This Histoin du Canada comprises the whole course of

the political life of the country from its first settlement

until 1837. It had not the good fortune to please French-

Canadian readers, and this explains the silence with which

the work was received. Bibaud waa not one of the patriotic



LITERARY DEVELOPMENT, I&40-I9I3 4S>

cbool. He did not tgm *'>>< "ich men u Papineau,

Morin, Viger and Parent ; in politica he held alooi from

hii French-Canadian (ellow-citiieni. He rather aided with

thoae who at that time approved the conduct of the Engliih

(unctionariea, govemora or councillora—collectively termed
' bureaucrata.' Bibeud, a bureaucrat, wrote the hiatory of

Canada from the point of view of a friend of the administra-

tion : on nearly every page of hit narrative he ceniured

the attitude and conduct of the patriots. He reprMched

them especially with their irreconcilability, complacently

set forth ccruin errors in their tactics, and devoted him-

self, for the moat part, to defending the policy of the oligarchy

by which Lower Canada was governed. It will be readily

understood that such a history could not be acceptable to

the public. Although it occasionallj contains judicious

obaervations, it is evident that the work is written with

prejudice. It was, therefore, condemned to failure at the

outset.

The matter, especially in the second and third parts,

is not well assimilated, or presented with sufficient skill.

Bibaud is too often content merely to pile documents and

official papers on the top of each other. Frequently con-

fusion and obscurity are the result. The narrative might

well have been freer, more spirited, and more precise.

II

LITERARY DEVELOPMENT, ig40-l9iJ

History

SHORTLY after the publication of Michel Bibaud's

Hhtoirt du Canada, another work appeared which

was at once to eclipse it and cause it to be for-

gotten—the Hisloire du Canada (1845-48) by Francois

Xavier Gameau. With this work the second period of

French-Canadian literature opens—the period of its develop-

ment. This book was soon to be followed by others, not

less important, which were to make the yean following



45a FRENCH-CANADIAN LITERATURE

1840 a remarkable epoch from the point of view of progress

in Canadian letters.

The conditions of the political life of the country were

such as to bring about this literary growth. The struggles

which the French Canadians had to maintain for the defence

of their legitimate liberties, the bloody issue of that long

agitation, the designs of diplomatic repression which the

Act of Union of 1840 sufBdently disclosed—gave them to

understand that they must more than ever concern them-

selves with strengthening their separate and distinctive

public life. As nothing expresses better, or stimulates more

effectually, the forces of national consciousness than Utcrature

—history, poetry, oratory, books and publications of every

kind—several minds determined to devote themselves to

the development of French-Canadian letters. Men felt a

need to write the history of their past, the better to illumine

the future ; to sing the ancient glories in order to inspire

new courage ; to relate the old and venerable traditions,

that their memory might be imprinted ineffaceably on the

hearts of the young. Francis Xavier Gameau appears first

on the list of those who then made the literature of French

Canada shine with a fresh brilliance. National history has

for him a distinct claim on the Canadian conscience.

Bora at Quebec in 1809, Gameau belonged to a respect-

able artisan family, industrious but not well-to-do. His

people were unable to give him the education he would

have Uked. He attended the day-schools of Quebec, but

he was unable to enter the Petit Siminaire for his classical

course. Entering the office of Archibald Campbell, notary,

at the age of sixteen, young Gameau began his apprentice-

ship, studying Latin and French classical authora by him-

self in his spare time. It was while thus engaged that his

vocation as historian was revealed to him. It was then,

at least, that, moved by a natural feeling of irritation,

he one day conceived the project of writing his history of

Canada. There were some young English clerks in Camp-

bell's office ; and, as the rivalries of race were at that time

warm, arguments frequently arose on questions of Canadian

history. Ihe young patriot's opponents did not scruple
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to offend his pride. Afte- all, was he not but a son of the

vanquished, and did ,..t c'o<), one know that the French

Canadians had no . iaory ^ 0.-.= ..', driven beyondall

bounds by some c .ch insult, yoi" g Gameau retorted :

'Our history I Ver,, vMl-I will ell it I And you will

see how our ancesto.-. v vviqu'shed, and whether such

a defeat was not as glorious as victory I ' The work that

Gameau wished to write demanded much labour and pre-

paration. Unexpected drcumsUnces occurred, however,

to enable him to qualify himself gradually for the task.

Gameau became a notary in 1830. He employed his

leisure in collecting historical notes on Canada ;
and soon

on June ao, 1831, by dint of stringent saving, he was enabled

to go to England. There he applied himself to the study

of English institutions, and attended the sittings of parlia-

ment. After a short visit to France he returned to London,

and had the good fortune to become secretary to Denis

Benjamin Viger, who was then diplomatic agent for the

French Canadians to the English government. The young

secretary spent two years in London. He had an oppor-

tunity of meeting some of tile great men in the English and

French world of letters ; he learned at what cost the literary

glories of Europe had been built up, and he was astonished

at tiie influence and prestige accorded to intellectual author-

ity in tiie enlightened Old World centres of culture. Re-

turning to Quebec on June 30, 1833, Gameau endeavoured

—but only for a short time—to pursue his profession as a

notary. He then became an accountant in a bank, and

was at length appointed translator to the legislative assembly

of Lower Canada. It was in an official position that he was

to find the time necessary for carrying into effect his project

for a history of Canada.

The first volume appeared in 1845, tiie second m 1846

and the thiid in 1848. These volumes brought events down

only to 1792. In 1852 the author pubUshed a second edition,

in which the narrative reached the year 1840. In 1855

Gameau published his Voyage m AnghUrre el en France.

But already a serious malady, cpilefsy, was gradually under-

mining his health. Since 1844 he had been secretary of the

;: I
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city of Quebec

; he was obliged to resign in 1864, when
his malady attacked him in a more violent form. He died
at Quebec in 1866. The ashes of the ' national historian

'

of French Canada rest in the Belmont cemetery, at the gates
of the city, near the battlefield of Ste Foy, the glory of which
he has so eloquently told.

Gameau's Histoire du Canada gives the story of all the
French colonies of North America from their origin to the
treaty of 1763. From that date the author confines his
narrative to Canada proper. The sustained effort necessary
to the construction of a work so extensive and so fine cannot
be overestimated. Gameau wrote at a time when it was
very difiicult to get access to the sources of the history of
Canula. Obviously, his documentation could not be so
abundant as that of later historians. But he set himself
to turn to account all the materials aid historical informa-
tion he was able to collect. Out of these materials, hitherto
rare, he made a work that, although incomplete and capable
of improvement in many respects, excited the admiration
of his contemporaries by ''ts general excellence. Written
during the political turmoil that came to a head in 1837,
and published on the morrow of the insurrection and the
establishment of the inacceptable union of the two Canadas,
Gameau's work is plainly a work of defence and of attack.
Yet the spirit of moderation by which it is animated deserves
praise. Some of his contemporaries even reproached him
for not having written panegyrics on the French Canadians.
Garneau preferred, while honourably acquitting his com-
patriots in respect of certain historic accusations made
against them, to indicate also the political errors into which
they fell.

One of the most important sections of the Histoirt du
Canada, and one awaited with the greatest curiosity and
impatience, was that devoted to the account of the conquest
of Canada by England. Gameau had himself suffered from
the accusations sometimes lightly cast at the conquered
Canadians. Happily, and very justly, he brought out the
value of such a conquest, and opportunely rectified the
military history of those painful years.
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Garaeau's chief aim was to write the political history

of his country. Educated in the school of Augustin Thierry
and Guizot, he took delight in philosophical speculations

;

he loved to trace the principles governing historical develop-
ment, and his work clearly bears the mark of his intellectual

sympathies. His history is not merely dramatic by reason
of the stirring recitals it contains ; it is also a work of
philosophy.

Unfortunately, the philosophy of Gameau is not always
very safe. Not having followed the lessons of the masters,
and having acquired his ideas on government in the course
of studies that were often ill-chosen, he sometimes allouxl
theories derived from French liberalism to find their way
into his work—for example, the principle of the absolute
freedom of conscience, for which he has been so keenly
reproached. Gameau, moreover, did not sufficiently ap-
preciate the part played in Canadian history by the Catholic
Church or the clergy. He did not see with sufficient clear-

ness the very special conditions under which the fhurch's
intervention in the political life of the colony took place.

Nor did he sufficiently know or understand the efforts made
by the clergy for the instruction of the people. These errors

of the historian prevent his work from being as perfect as
it might otherwise have been. If, however, we forget these
defects and remember only the work as a whole, we are
obliged to acknowledge that such a monument could have
been conceived and executed only by a great mind.

The literary style, moreover, heightens the interest.

Gameau's phraseology is free, ample and eloquent. On
occasion it is warm and vibrating. If it is hampered at times
by heaviness, it is incontestably capable of grace and vivacity.

TTie study of the Histoire du Canada produced the greatest
enthusiasm in the middle of the nineteenth century. The
young especially were stirred as they turned the pages in

which they felt the soul of their country throb. Gameau
founded a school. Under his inspiration the historians and
poets of the ensuing years worked.

Gameau was still alive when another historian essayed
to rival him in public favour—the Abb6 Jean Baptiste

; I
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Antoine Ferland, who was bom at ^lontreal in 1805, A
diligent student at the CoU^e d'* :'<iic«: ^t, and gifted with

the most varied talents, he t>'.ame in turn professor at

Nicolet, vicar, cur^ and finall>, in 1850, a member of the

archiepiscopal staff in Quebec. He devoted his later years

to the study of Canadian histoiiy, and from 1856 to 1862

delivered at Laval University lectures which were well

attended. These university lectures he began to publish

in 1861. He was able to issue only one volume; the

second was published by his friends. Illness and death

prevented the continuation of his work. He died at Quebec

in 1865.

Ferland's Cours d'Hisloire du Canada comprises only the

years of the French domination, and it is to be regretted

that the author was unable to carry his work further. He
possessed, indeed, the best qualities of the hUtorian. He
is specially distinguished by the most scrupulous scientific

meUiod ; he was a tireless seeker for truth. He visited the

archives of London and Paris to consult documents at first

hand. The sole object of his stay in Europe, during the

years 1856 and 1857, was to obtain materials for his history

from original sources. In his work he did not sufficiently

indicate his references to authentic documents, but he

rarely wrote without basing his information on such docu-

ments. Thus he was able to rectify a great many dates

which, before his history appeared, were uncertain, and to

throw a fresh light upon incidents that had not always

been properly judged. He understood better than Gameau
the reiigiuus nature of the historical origins of Canada, and
rendered greater justice in this regard to those who were

their principal creators.

Feriana carefully examined the details of the life and

maimers of New Fiance. He also made a very full study

of the chf.racter and the curious customs of the Indians.

He took special pains in his narration of the circumstances

attending the establishment of the colony, and the first

developments of its national life. After a preface dealing

with die early inhabitants of America, and the explorers

who were the first to touch the American coast, he addresses

it

[•
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himself to the subject of his laborious study, and lays bare,
with the moat ample and interesting details, the foundations
of Canadian history.

Ferland has not the brilliant literary enthusiasm of
Gameau. He aims less at the development of general
considerations, he has a better grasp of vital details, and he
gets into his book more historical matter. The language
he writes is thoroughly French, and is precise, clear and
spirited, its one ornament being a fine and frank simplicity.

Certain of Ferland's smaller works and articles are of
the gr^-'atejt interest and deserve meniion : Journal d'un
Voyage sur les CStes de la Caspisie, Louis-Olivier Camache,
Le Labrador, and Notict. biographigue sur Mgr Joseph-Octave
Plessis. These studies appeared in i* Foyer canadien
between 1861 and 1S63.

Contemporary with Ferland was Antoine G^rin-Lajoie^
one of his admirers, who also wrote a considerable chapter
of Canadian history. He was bom at Yamachiche in 1824,
and died at Ottawa in i88;. He was long known chiefly

by his novel of colonization, Jean Rivard. But in 1888 a
valuable work which he had left In manuscript, Dix ans
d'Histoire du Canada, 1840-50, was published. This work
is the best study we have of the period that witnessed the
establishment of reiponsible government. The information
is abundant and accurate. Pcssibly official documents are
inserted too copiously in the text, and too frequently impede
the course of the narrative. The style is temperate and
easy. Although not an artist capable of making his figures

stand out boldly, G^rin-Lajoie produced a work that may
be read with great interest and profit.

The Abb6 Henri Raymond Casgrain, who was bom at
Riviire-Ouelle in 1831 and died at Quebec in 1904, devoted
his entire life to the study of his country's past. He was
a most prolific and enthusiastic historian. With G6rin-
Lajoie, Joseph Charles Tach6 and Dr Hubert Lame, he
played a large part in the renaissance of French-Canadian
letters that followed the year i860. V .i them he founded
Les Soiries canadiennes in 1861, and l^ Foyer canadien in

1863. The works of Gameau and Ferland had exdted his

^i

m
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ardent interest, and it was hia ambition to continue and
complete their task.

In i860 he began by publishing his Ugendts, in which

he set himself to revive Canadian customs. He then entered

upon serious history, and wrote successively

—

Histoire de

la Mire Marie de I'lncarnalvm (1864) j Biographies cana-

dieimes, which were collected in one volume ; Hisloi'e de

VHDtd-Dieu de Quibec (1878) ; Pilerinage au Pays d'Evan-

gOine (1885) ; MonUaim el IMs (1891) ; Une Seamde Acadit

(1894) ; Asile du Bm Pasteur de Quibec (1896) ; and Les

Sidpiciem et les Pretres des Missions £trangires en Acadie

(1897). The work of Casgtain is therefore considerable.

It gives evidence of great activity. Yet his eyes had been

strained by overstudy, and he had to ha\-e recourse to a

secretary to aid him in his search for and study of docu-

ments. His learning was great, .'ind his books are full of

information of the most varied nature. It is generally agreed,

however, that he possessed an imagination and sensitiveness

which a* times injured the accuracy of his narrative and the

justness of his judgment. He liked to find in history what

he sought. Yet his books arc imbued with warmth and

life. The language is free and vivid, although sometimes

rather overloaded with imagery—especially in his earlier

works. It was, indeed, by his literary art that he captivated

his readers. Casgrain's works have helped greatly in making

Canada known abroad, especially in France.

In the first of his Ligendes, le Tableau de la Riviire-Ouelle,

Abb£ Casgrain thus faithfully described in a most picturesque

manner the home of the French-Canadian habitant

;

Voyez-vous I&-bas, sur le versant de ce coteau, cette

jolie maison qui se dessine, blanche et proprette, avec
sa grange couverte de chaume, sur la verdure tendre

et oiatoyante de cette belle £rabli6re. C'est une maison
canadienne.
Du haut de son pi6destal de gazon, elle sourit au grand

fieuve, dont la vague, oil fr^mit sa tremblante image,

vient expirer 4 ses pieds. Car, I'heureux propri£taire

de cette demeure aime son beau grand fleuve et il a eu
soin de s'£tablir sur ses bonis. ...

Voulez-vous Jeter un coup d'ceil sous ce toit dont
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Taspect ext^rieur est si riant ? Je vals essayer de vous
en peindre le tableau, tel que je I'ai vu maintea foil.

p'abord. en entrant, dans le tambour, deux sceaux
pleins d'eau fralche sur un banc de bois et une tasse de
ferblanc accrochfe & la cloison, voua invitent k vous
d6salt£rer. A Tint^rieur, pendant que la soupe buut
sur le poeie, ^a m^e de famille, assise pris de la fenfitre,

dans une chaise berceuse, file tranquillement son rouet.
Un mantelet d'indienne, un jupon bleu d'6toflfe du pays
ct une cAline blanche sur la t6te, c'est \k toute sa toilette.

Le petit demier dort k ses cOt^ dans son ber. De
temps en temps, elle jette un regard r^joui sur sa figure
fralche qui, comme une rose ^panouie, sort du couvre-
pied d'indienne de diverses couleurs, dont les morceaux
taillte en petits triangles sent ing^nieusement distribu^s.

Dans un coin de la chambre, I'atn^ des filles, assise

sur un coffre, travaille au mitier en fredonnant une chan-
son.^ Forte et agile, la navette vole entre ses mains;
aussi fait-elle bravement dans sa joumte sept ou huit
aunes de toile du pays k grande largeur, qu'elle emploiera
plus tard k faire des v6tements pour I'ann^ qui vient.

Dans Tautre coin, k la t£te du grand lit k courte-pointe
blanche et k carreaux bleus, est suspendue une croix
entour£e de quelques images. Cette petite branche de
sapin fl^trie qui couronne la croix, c'est le rameau b^nit.

Deux ou trois marmots nu-pieds sur le plancher
b amusent k atteler un petit chien. Le p^re, accroupi
prfes du po61e, allume gravement sa pipe avec un tison

ardent qu'il assujettit avec son ongle. Bonnet de laine

rouge, gilet et culottes d'^toffe grise, bottes sauvages,
tel est son accoutrement. Aprfe chaque repas, il faut
bien fumer une touche avant d'aller faire le train ou

fx, battreMa grange.
L'air de propret£ et de confort qui rigne dans la

maison, le gazouiUement des enfants, les chants de la

jeune fiUe qui se m£lent au bruit du rouet, I'apparence
de sant£ et de bonheur qui reluit sur les visages, tout,
en un mot, fait nattre dans TAme le calme et la s£r£nit6.

After these distinguished authors, who created and de-

veloped the writing of history in French Canada, we need
recall only three writers—of much less power, hov/ever

—

who left useful works : Louis^Philippe Turcotte (1842-78),

author of Canada sous V Union; Thtophile- Pierre BoJard
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(1844-1900), author of L'HUtoire ie Cinquanle Ahs, and

Joaeph Royal (1837-1903), author of a Hisloire du Canada

(1841-67), which deals with the regime of the Union.

The field of history is still that which is moat cultivated

by French-Canadian writers of to-day. Among Iheie may
be mentioned— Benjamin Suite, who, in addition to his

Uistoire da Catudims Franfiu, wrote many articles and

studies which have been collected in volume form ; Joseph-

Edmond Roy, author of the Hisloire de la Seigneurie de

p
Lamm ; the Abb£ Auguste Gosselin, the historian of the

\l thurch in Canada (L'figlise du Canada); Alfred DeCelles,

Z- the elegant monographist who wrote on Papineau, La Fontaine

and Carrier ; Thomas Chapais, the author of Jean Talon

and the Marquis de MonUalm 1 N. E. Dionne, who gave an

account of our colonial origins ; Louis Olivier David, author

of L'VnUm des Deux Canadas (1841-67) and the Hisloire du

Canada sous la Confidtralim (1867-87) ; the Abb4 Am&ife
Gosselin, the erudite archivist of Laval Univereity, who
rewrote the history of L'Inslruction au Canada sous le Regime

Francis; and Pascal Poirier, the historian of Acadia.

Among the very numerous French-Canadian workers engaged

in rewriting, correcting and continuing the history of their

country these are distinguished from their fellows by a

riper learning and a more perfect art.

Poetry

In French Canada poetry was the daughter of history.

It is true that, during the period of literary origins, poetry

sang freely of all subjects, but it sang, for the most part,

without either inspiration or craftsmanship. About 18.40,

however, it essayed to do better and to take a loftier flight.

It was the breath of history that inspired its voice and

sustained its wing. The work of Francois Xavier Gameau
long supplied the verses of the poet-patriots with themes.

It evoked before their eyes the image of a country which

had never before appeared so great, heroic and beautiful

—

a country whose many wounds still bled. They set them-

selves to extol ' that glorious world in which our fathers
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dwelt.' Gameau himMlf wu naturally the fint to be
faadnated h/ the ipectacle of the heroic deedi of hii

anceaton, and he wrote aome of the fint piecea in the
repertory of 184a

Another influence, however, was about to modify pro-
foundly French-Canadian i>«try—the influence of the
romantic school. The intellectual relations of Canada with
Fn"ice had long l«en maintained with difficulty; they
suffered from the mt-.-e distance of the motherland, and
from the political and social severance of New France from
Old France. Thus the literary revolutions that agitated
the mind of France were long in making themselves felt in

Canada. About the middle of the nineteenth century,
however. Octave Crtmazie, the poet-bookseller, exerted
himself to make the newer works of French poetry known
in Quebec. He himself had felt the influence of his eager
reading, and he was the first to tune his song to the note
of romantic lyricism. Cr6mazie may justly be called the
father of French-Canadian poetry.

Crfanazic was bom at Quebec on April 16, 1827. After
completing his education at the Seminary of Quebec, he
became associated with his two brothers, Jacques and Joseph,
in their bookselling business. Anxious to instruct himself,

and gifted with a fine imagination and keen sensitiveness,

Cr6mazie loved to devote his leisure to reading his favourite
authors, particularly the French poets whose works were
in his bookshop. He was fond of inviting friends to talk
literature in the back shop ; among these were the Abb6
Raymond Casgrain, .\ itoine G^rin-Lajoie, Hubert Larue
and Joseph Charles Tach6.

About 1854 Ct^mazie published his first poems in Le
Journal de Quebec, These thrilling utterances of his soul

stirred to their depths the hearts of his countrymen. Men
felt them to be inspired by the profound emotion of a poet
who loved Canada and France above everything. Unhappily,
reverses of fortune, in which Cr6mazie found himself gravely
compromised, obliged him to fly from the justice of his
country into exile. In 1862 he took refuge in France.
He lived there, poor and alone, under the name of Jules
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Fontaine, and died at Havre in 1879. During lui exile h*

publiihed no more poetry. He often confided to hit friend*

that he had hundred! of poenu in hit mind, but he would

not give them to the world. The only literary work remain-

ing from theae hard yeart, apent far from his native land,

conaists of a few lettera to friends on questions of Canadian

literature, some letters to his mother and brothers, and the

detailed narrative, written from day to day, of the siege of

Paris. This record is a journal which Crimazie used to write

up every evening for h,s family, and in which he noted

down such minor incidents, interesting gossip and fugitive

impressions as do not usually figure in serious history.

In Cttoiazie's letters, and in his Journal du Siige dt

Paris, the whole heart and i»ul of the writer was disclosed.

His letters give evidence of an alert and versatile mind,

by turns serious and humorous, playful and sarcastic i

capable of prompt and just judgments, but also of ideaa

that can with difficulty be accepted. His theories as to the

impossibility of creatin,; a Canadian literature, most dis-

putable in principle, havR ')een ial^^ed by facts. In this

long correspondence Cicmazie displays all the delicate,

wounded sensibility of his nature.

It was by the poems collected by his friends in book

form that Cr^mazie was chiefly known, and it is these that

still secure him so much lasting sympathy. Not that this

poetry is really of a high quality, or that it constitutes a

considerable achievement. Cr6mazie left scarcely more

than twenty-five pieces, and one unfinished poem. La
Promenade des Trots Marts. Into these two hundred pages

of verse, however, he infused a generous, patriotic and

Christian inspiration that moved Canadian readers. He
was able to express so many of the things with which the

heart of the people then overflowed, and which were the

favourite subjects of popular thought ; and ir^ this he waa
awarded the warmest and most sincere admiration.

In Castdfidardo Ci^maaie sings of the papacy menaced

by the Piedmontese and defended by the heroic zouaves

;

in the Chant du Vieux Soldat canadien and Le Carillon he

celebrates the glorious memories of the history of New

Sis
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France ; in the Chant da Voyateuri he recalla certain familiar
featuiee of Canadian life ; in La Fianch du Uarin he relaU's,

in the manner of Hugo'i bolladea, a legend of the countr)-.
BecauM, for the first time in the history of Canadian poetry,
mdera found in theae venei of Crtmazie aomethinii of
themselves so fully expressed, they applauded the poet,
and his name and his verse were soon on every lip,

Cr^maiie's work haa one rare merit. This is the sincerity
of inspiration, and the profound feeling that imbues his
patriotic songs. But Cr^mazie suffers in that he came too
soon—at a time, that is to say, when he had himself to disci-

pline his talent and learn to fashion his verses without any
master. It was very difficult for the poets of i8jo to perfect
their art ; they were sadly lacking in the implements neces-
sary to enable them to excel. Crinuuie was obliged to pick
up the lessons he needed casually in the course of his read-
ing. To this cause are attribuuble his somedmea rather
naJve imiutions of the masters of French poetry—for
example, of Victor Hugo in his Orienlala.

Cr6mazie, moreover, did not sufficiently concern himself
with correcting his work and lightening its heaviness. He
cared nothing about being an artist. He first composed
his poems in his memory; thence he let them drop on paper
without altering their often commonplace matter, and
without recasting their somewhat ponderous construction.
La Prommadt dts Trois Marts, which he left unfinished, is

a varied medley of delicate, moving lyricism and of realistic

tales which are at times gruesome.

It is noteworthy that Crimazie did not pause to sing of
love and the ardour ot passion. His lyridsra excluded this
favourite theme of Lamartine and Musset, and devoted
itself to the expression of religious and patriotic sentiments.
This lyricism, with its twofold object, religion and patriotism,

fascinated Cr^mazie's young contemporaries, and was con-
tinued in some of their works. Most of the poets of this

period and the following years were disciples of the author
of the Chata du Viaix Soldat canadien. They form what
may be termed the patriotic school of Quebec.

The first of Crimazie's disciples was Louis Frechette,
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bom at Uvia on Novembsr i6, 1839. He wu a ttudent

at Quebec when Crtmaiie waa iieuing hia fint poema and
gathering the attidioua ol i860 into hia c6terie of the Rue
lie la Fabrique. Frichette did not attend theae meetinga

in the back tbop ; but he read the poet'a venea, he felt the

enthuaiaam which they excited in the rcadera of Quebec,

and when he was twenty he began to write poetry himaelf.

In 1863 he publiahed hia first collection of poema, Ues
toiiiri. He soon became immersed in politics, a sphere

in which he never succeeded. Often disillusioned and
embittered by the struggle for life, Frichette, then a volun-

tary exile in Chicago, published from 1866 to 1B69 the Voix

iTuH ExiU. He returned to Canada, and having at length

abandoned political life, after being a member of parliament

at Ottawa for a few years, he devoted himself almost entirely

to literary work, and published successively

—

Pite-Mtle

(1877); Nturi bDflala and Oiseaux dt Neige (1879) ; La
Ugende d'un Peuple (1887) ; and Faiilla vclama (1891).

Before his death he prepared a final edition of his poems.

Under the title of ^paves poitiques he introduced, in addition

to the finest poems that had already appeared in Ma Loiiirs,

Ptte-MSte and Fteurs boriaUs, a few unpublished pieces and

his great pathetic drama, Veronica.

In proee Fr^hettc published Origirtatix et Ditraquis

(1893), in which he delineated certain popular types, though

somedmes with a little exaggeration ; and his NoH au

Canada (1900), in which he depicts in simple faahion the

believing, faithful soul of the French-Canadian people.

After a fuller poetical career than that of any other Canadian

poet, he died at Montreal on May 51, 1908.

Frechette devoted himaelf chiefly to lyrical poetry. Feel-

ing rather than thought animates his verse. His inspira-

tion, more versatile than that of Crimazie, touched upon

nearly all the usual lyrical themes. Frechette, however,

like Cr^mazie, scarcely ever concerned himself with the

pasKOn of love. Cr^mazie shunned it altogether ; Frechette

skimmed with a light wing over such ardent subjects. The
bearing of his muse never ceased to be irreproachable. The
author of Mes Loisirs, PiU-MiU and Flairs horiaUs contents
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himwU with «ngin( of the moat delicate tin of friendship
and the family, and of all the preciotu memoriM which we
accumulate in our live*. He aingi. too, in praiae of nature
and her varying exprcHiona. Having atudied in the achool
of the romantic poota dear to hia youth, he loved, like them,
the apring, flowem, trees, riveni and landacapca, and he aought
to portray their colours, lines, depths and harmonies. At
times he succeeded well in expressing many of the feelings
awakened in us by contact with penons and things, and
his veraea entitled 'Suraum Corda ' in Ptle-MUe and ' Re-
nouveau

' in Flairs borlala are full of the moat deep and
delicate feeling. In theac lyric poema of aentiment Frechette
divetgea and diifcn from Ci^mazie

; in hia patriotic songa
in La Ugmdi (tun Peuple he approaches and resembles
him. Like Cr6mazie, he was a patriotic poet. H;; shared
with hia maater the readily accorded title of 'national
poet.' In La Ugende d'un Peuplt he act himself to relate
the epic of French Canada—to write in eloquent atrophea
the hiatory of his race. From among the eventa of this
hiatory he chose those that acemcd to him most representa-
tive of a moment or a period ; he celebrates them one after
another, without linking them sufficiently, and without
sufficiently disclosing, by meana of general and essential
ideas, their powerful cohesion.

At the beginning of La Ligmde d'un Pmple Fr&liette
hails in eloquent strophes the America which its discoverers
had revealed to the world

;

Amirique !—lalut & toi, beau lol luul

!

Toi, la reine et I'orgueil du ciel occidental 1

Toi qui, comme Vtfnus, montoa du sein de I'onde,

Et du poidi de ta conque ^quilibras le monde I

Quantl, le front couronn^ de tea arbres geanta,

Vierpe, tu lecouait au bord des oc^ani

Ton voile aux plis baignis de lueun ^latantes

;

Quand, drapes dam leurs flota de lianes flottantea.

Tea grand! bois, tout pleina d'oiieaux chanteura,

Inipr^gn&rent les vents de leun Acres tenteura

;

Quand ton mouvant riieau d'aiirores boreales

R^Tda les splendeurs de tea nuits ideales

;

vou XII
I
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Qiund tei fleuvei uni fia, qiund tea nmineti netgeuZf

Tes tropiques braUnUt tei p01e» orageux,

Eurent montr^ de loin leurs gnndeuri infinies,

NUgaru grondants I blondes Califomiei t

Am^rique 1 au contact de ta jeuoe beauti,

On lentit reverdir la vieille humanity t

All the poet's eloquence found vent in this collection

;

along with strongly Inspired couplets there are pages through*

out which rhetoric lavishes its pompous and easy periods.

Rhetorical language and structure too often weaken poetry

:

under their sway verse constantly becomes commonplace and
bombastic, particularly when the poet's native land and its

traditional glories are the theme. Great originality alone

can triumph over these temptationa to swell one's voice,

in order to dazzle the reader with grandiloquent words and
make him forget the emptiness of sonorous constructions.

Frechette was not always proof against these dangerous

temptations, and his lyricism, although often sustained by
powerful inspiration, also degenerates, here and there, into

mere declamatory harangues. Moreover, he was ambitious

to imitate Victor Hugo in his Ugende des Siides, and he

exposed himself to the charge of copying Hugo's least pardon-

able faults. Nevertheless, to Frechette must be ascribed

the honour of perfecting the form of French-Canadian verse.

More concerned about variety of rhythm and harmonious

cadences than Crdmazie, he produced a more carefully

wrought and more artistic poetry. It was with justice

that, about 1880, French Canadians acknowledged Frechette

to be their greatest poet.

By Frechette's ade, sometimes separaied from him, but

always related to him by common tastes and an equal if

not a rarer talent, another poet, PampMIe Le May, lived

and wrote. Bom at Lottrinifere in 1837, he was older than

Frechette by two years. He too received, from that

epoch of literary effervescence in which he passed his youth,

an influence and an impetus that were soon to make him
follow in the footsteps of Cr£mazie. In 1865 he published

his Essais poitiques ; in 1870 he translated, in verse, Long-

fellow's Evangeline ; in 1S75 he produced Les Vengeances,

I
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republiahed in 1888 under the title of Tonkourou, the Indian
name of one of the chief peraonages of this romance in
verse ; in 1881 he published his Fables canadiennes, in 1883
PetUs Poimes, and in 1904 GouUdeUes. Le May still devotes
his laborious old age to writing little comedies, poems that
he will doubtless collect some day in volume form.

Le May was not so given to using the file as Frechette,
or, like him, careful to perfect as mtich as possible his poetical
style. Yet he had, periiaps in a fuller measure, the ready
inspiration, the vivid imagination, the profound sensibility,

the mens divinior, that go to the making of true poets. He
was also, like Frechette, a nati0n.1l poet, yet in a different

sense: he betook himself naturally, and with irrepressible

spirit, to singing of the things that make Canadian life.

Into the intimacy of that life he penetrated more deeply
than Frechette—into the details of the customs of the people,
into all the picturesque manifestations of their rustic life.

It was, indeed, to its charming pictures of country life that
Les Vengeances owed its success; for, despite its rather hasty
and careless workmanship, this poem derives value from its

portrayal of Canadian customs.

It was Le May's wish to be the poet of the soil. He could
not well be more ' regionalistic,' to adopt the French expres-
sion of tOKlay. Even while his art is being perfected he
remains the friend of his country ; he has not forsaken the
source of his early inspiration. The best of his collected

poems are the sonnets which he published under the title

of Goultdettes. These mark the truest progress in his career.

One of the finest poems in this collection is tlie sonnet
in which Le May sings the return, the awakening of spring :

Laiuons I'itre mourir ; courons k I'aTenture.

Le brouillard qui t'ilivc est Urgement troue

;

La fonUine reprend son murmute enjou^

;

La cltfmatite grimpe !t chaque devanture.

Le del fait ondoyer les plii de sa tenture

;

Une liMe vapeur monte du sol hou^ ;

L'air doax est plein de bruits ; les bois ont renou^
Dans les efRuves chauds, leur discr^e ceinture.

1)

I
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L'aile gaiment g'aiTole k I'arbn ob pend le nid

;

L'enfiuit lit ; le vieiUard n'a plut de toDs acerbei j

La iniectei imm 1*^196116111 loui lea berbei.

O le joyeux rtreil ! tout duuatc^ aime. btoit I

Un i]»a pooue k Diea la nature fteonde,

Et le rire do ciel I'^itee sur le monde.

In these carefully wrought little pieces Le May has not
confined himself to the artistic treatment of Canadian
themes. There are biblical and evangelical sonnets ; there
are poems that breathe of religion and of love ; but above
all ^ere are rustic sonnets, songs of the hearth and songs
of history. The whole mind of the poet is found in this

collection. Along with the poet of private life and domestic
confidences we have the poet-patriot moved by the noblest

inspirations of his race, and the Christian poet extolling

that which is most dear to his faith and piety. Because
Le May has thus expressed, often with charm and exquisite

sweetness, so many things that fill the national consciousness

with pride, he stands out as the most sympathetic poet of
the school of i860.

To this school belong? another poet who yields to no
one in respect of the oratorical cast of his verse—William
Chapman. He has published Les Quibecquoises (1876),

FeuiUes d'^rahle (1890), Aspirations (1904) and Les Rayons
du Nord (1910). These works do not resemble those of

Cr^mazie, Frechette and Le May, except in their patriotic

and religious inspiration—that correct and austere sentiment
which above all characterizes the whole Quebec school.

Chapman's verse is also less sincere and more grandiloquent
than that of his rivals. He is the poet-rhetoridan par excd-i

lence, who does not shrink from oratorical displays, however
threadbare. Yet, as with all who flutter their wings, Chap-
man at times takes flight, and soars and hovers, bearing
with him the reader's admiration. He has written some very
fine verse, stately in movement and proportion. What he
lacks is a more constant inspiration, a more fully fledged

thought, a less flagging and less wordy versification. He
too often delights in enveloping his ideas in needless amplifica-
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tion. Aspiratiotu •eema, ao far, the culminating point of
his work.

Adolphe Poisaon and the Abb« Apollinaire Gingras, the
former in Hmrts perdues (1894) and Sms la Pins (1902),
the latter in the poems and songs entitled Au foyer de mm
Presbytire (1881), gracefully carried on the traditions of the
Crfmazie school. Alfred Gameau and Nfafe Beauchemin,
although both were the precursors of a new art, may alio be
included among the poets of this group,

Alfred Gameau, son of the historian, was bom at La
Canardi*re, near Quebec, in 1836, and died at Montreal in
1904. He was hardly known as a poet during his lifetime

i

he published but little, keeping in his desk the poems that,
after his death, were collected in a volume under the title
of Poisies. He was at once sensitive, timid and artistic,
and does not seem to have given out the full measure of
his talent. Yet he was especially remarkable for an art
more subtle than that of most of his contemporaries, for
a more painstaking regard for form, and for a more refined
delicacy of feeling.

NMs Beauchemin, bom at Yamachiche in 1831, pos-
sessed all the patriotism and piety of the Cr^mazie group.
With these qualities he united a great regard for rhythm
and harmony. His Floraisotu matutinales (1879) contains
some very beautiful pieces.

A new school, called ' L'ficole littiraire de Montr&il,' was
founded in that city in 1895. It gathered together a few
active, enthusiastic spirits—for the most part poets—who
sought to lead French-Canadian literature into new paths.
The poets of this school, of which Alfred Gameau and Utitx
Beauchemin may be regarded as the forerunners, are less
circumscribed by patriotic and religious subjects than their
predecessors. They may be said to have altogether aban-
doned these somewhat hackneyed themes, and to concern
themselves mainly with the analysis of personal feeling, or
the expression of the most diverse emotions of the human
soul.

Emile Nelligan and Albert Lozeau are the two best known
and most notable members of this group. Nelligan's poetry
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comes feverishly from an imagination and sensibility that

are often morUd. It is inspired too readily by the works

of the French school of Veriaine, Beaudelaire, or RolUnat
It does not retain the measure and equilibrium indispensable

to enduring work. Yet it contains accents of profound

sincerity and of poignant sadness, which provoke the most
ardent sympathy.

In the Vaisseau tfor Nelligan describes at tiie outset

the tragic shipwreck of his spirit

:

Ce fut un grand Vaitaeau taill^ dans I'or masiif;

Sea mlti touchaient I'azur, sur des mers inconnuea

;

La Cjrprine d'amour, cheveux epars, chain nues,

S'tftalait k sa proue au soleil exceasif.

Mait il Tint one nuit frapper le grand ^ueil

Dans rOciao trompear oh chantait ta Sirine,

Et le naufrage horribte inclina sa carine

Auz profondeurs du GoufTre, immuable cercueil.

Ce fut ua Vaisseau d'or, dont les flancs diaphaoes

R^velaient des trison les marins profanes,

L'-igoflt, Haine et N^vrose, entre eux ont dispute

Que reste-t-il de lui dans la tempCte brive?

Qu'est devenu mon cceur, navire d^rt^?
H^las 1 II a sombrtf dans rablmb du RCre I

Albert Lozeau is more personal than Nelligan ; he is less

bookish, having formed himself by long and solitary medita-

tions. He prefers to sing of what is external to him, although

his songs are always the expression of the dream through

which all things had to pass to reach his sick-room. His

verses are also dictated by passion. Like external nature

and the beauties of art, passion can assume in his lines a

subtle accent, and sometimes a rather quaint form. In

L'Ame Sdilaire (1907) and also in his Billets du soir (1911),

which resemble sonnets in prose, and in Le Miroir des Jours

(1913), there are, however, the most delicate manifestations

of a fine intellect.

In the following sonnet the poet thus describes the loneli-

ness of his inward life

:

Pi
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Mod cceor eit comme un gnnd putdii de dilicet

Qu'un utge au glaive d'or contre le mal diTend

}

Et i'babite mon cceur, pareil It quelqae enfant

ChaiKur de papilloni, pannt les calices.

Gardi det chagrins fous et dea morteli lupplicet;

En I'aaite fleuri du jardin triomphant,

Pour me d^salt^rer, dans le jour ^touflaot,

J'ai ton eau, frais niisseau du r£ve bleu, qui gUsies I

Je ne lortirai plus jamaii du cher encloa

Oti, dans I'ombre paisible, avec les lys ^los,

Far ses parfums secrets je respire la vie.

Car la nature a mis en moi I'essentiel

Del plaisin que je puis goQter et que j'envie :

Celt en moi que je sens mon bonbeur et mon ciel.*

Each ^-ear sees an increase in the disciples of the £coIe
Utt£raire de Montr&U. They seem to be held together by no
common doctrine : each develops in the direction of his per-

sonal aptitudes. Charles Gill. Albert Ferland and Paul Morin
are among those most appreciated by readers. Paul Morin,
who published Le Paon d'&mail (1912), gives more care to

the form of his verse than other Canadian poets. He aims
chiefly at producing sonorous lines in which the varied rhythm
and rich rhymes charm the ear. From Greek and pagan
antiquity he gathers much of his inspiration. He draws
landscapes with a glowing pen. There is in his poems more
colour than ideas. But his first collection of verse promises

a still finer art. Let us hope that ideas may add to his muse
the force necessary for true greatness.

Fiction

The novel appeared rather late in the history of French-
Canadian literature. This branch of letters, which demands
a well-disciplined imagination, a profound knowledge of life,

and a most skilful art, sufiFered from the hard conditions that

long affected the development of literature in French Canada.
It was not until the middle of the nineteenth century that

1 Lt Miroir des Jours : Le del iatCrieur, p. 196.

v.y,
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li

any one ventured to enter a field in which such rare qualttiea

of mind are neceaaary for tuccess.

The novel of Canadian life and the historical novel were
the first to be cultivated. Works of great merit are not very
numerous. In 1853 Pierre Joseph Olivier Chauveau published

. narles Gu^n, which was merely a timid attempt at a novel of

manners. Ten years later, in 1863, a work appeared that was
to take a permanent place in the history of the Cr.nadian

novel

—

Les Anciens Canadiens, by Philippe Aubert de Gasp^.
Bom in 1786 at Quebec, de Gasp<£, a son of the seigneur

of Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, did not enter Canadian literature

until late in life. After a career at first mingled with trials,

afterwards tranquil and happy at the seigneurial manor,
he was suddenly seized with a great longing to communicate
to his fellow-countrymen his earliest recollections. It was
then i860, and de Ga8p6 was in his seventy-fourth year.

The literary movement instituted by the intellectual activity

of Cr£mazie, Gameau, Casgrain and G4rin-Lajoie had led

to the establishment of Le: Soiries canadiennes, on the first

page of which was inscribed the saying of Charles Nodier

:

* Let us hasten to relate the delightful tales of the people

before they have forgotten them.' The septuagenarian took
Nodier's counsel to himself, and began to write his romance.

Les AncUns Canadiens is at once a novel of manners and
an historical novel. As a basis for his narrative the author
has used some of the most interesting features of Canadian
life. Two young men, one of whom, Jules d'Haberville, is

a Canadian, and the other, Archibald Cameron of Lochiel, a
S« otsman, become friendsduring college Ufe. Separated by tJie

necessity of earning their livelihood, they again come together,

but under different fl^:s, during the war in which France
and England fought for the last time for the soil of Canada
on the Plains of Abraham and the fields of Ste Foy. Their
old friendship is broken, then resumed with reserve. The
author tumn to account all the incidents that he gathers

about this main theme in relating the Ufe led by his country-

men at the already distant period of the Conquest.

De Gasp6's work is less a novel than a series of historical

pictures ; it is, as it were, the first draught—the rough
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ketch—of a national epic. May not tlie novel be a veritable
epic, and may not the epic, in its turn, be history ?

£0 Anciau CoHodims, numeover, was a species of chatam
de teste in prose. De Gaspi blended history with legend ; he
related the heroic actions of the last battles of the Conquest,
and their no less poignant dramas of conscience. He intro-
duced the marvellous, without which there is no epic j he
evolced a love-interest, too prudent, perhaps, to satisfy the
canons of romance, but capable of recalling the mingled
miles and tears that pervade the Iliad, or the passion,
anient yet restrained, that breaks forth only to die at the
end of the Smg 0/ Roland. Thus de Gasp4 is at once the
most eloquent, the most simple, the most charming narrator
of Canada's past—the true epic singer of a marvellous phase
of its history.

The life of the Kigneuts, interwoven with that of the
cokinists, is described at length in de Gaspi's pages. The
artless simplicity of popular manners is painted with truth.
If Pire Jos6, as a type of the good old domestic, is a little

exaggerated, M. d'Haberville and his son Jules jre worthy
representations of the seigneur of the old French r^me.
The scenes of the disaster of Saint Thomas, and the may-
pole dancing at Saint-Jean-Port-Joli ; the tales of ]oat,
the evocation of the sorcerers of the Isle d'Orldans, and the
nocturnal promenades of La Corriveau ; the description of the
costumes of the peasants, and the conversations, animated
and true to the characters and their time—all reconstruct
before the reader's eyes the life of a period whose traditions
are rapidly becoming a thing of the past De Gasp£ even
shows himself a philosopher : he depicts life and he depicts
himself, for in describing the trials endured by the worthy
seigneur of the story, d'Egmont, he evidently draws on his
personal experience. The style of this novel, unique in
French-Canadian literature, breathes simplicity and good-
humour. At times there are eloquent passages into which
all the author's patriotism is infused. Sometimes these
hastily written pages are adorned with classical reminis-
cences which testify to the writer's culture.

Very different from Les Atuieiu Canadims is the Jem
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Rivard of Antoine Girin-Lajoie. Thii novel, while containing
•tudiet of Canadian roannen, ii alao a social romance—

a

novel with a purpose. The author published the first part
of the book in Les Soiries canadiemus in 1862, while de
Gaspi was preparing Les Ancietu CanaiieHS. He entitled

it Jean Rivard : U dtfriduur ; the second part, yean Rivard,
icoHomisle, appeared in Le Foyer canadien in 1864. GMn-
Lajoie endeavoured in these successive works to persuade
his compatriots to remain on their native soil of Canada
instead of emigrating to the United States, as they were then
largely doing ; to cultivate *he rich soil of the Province of

Quebec ; to clear the virgin lorest without oeaaing ; to open
up new parishes—in a word, to colonize.

Upon this very real theme of colonization Girin-Lajoie
built up the simplest of romances. As little intrigue and as
much agricultural life as possible—such was the rule that
this somewhat unromantic novelist imposed upon himself.

This did not prevent him from writing a book that was
widely read, and creating a type that has remained as an
example for all colonists.

Jean Rivard is a young student, prevented by ill-fortune

from finishing his classical studies. He passes, willingly

enough, from his rhetoric into the forest, where he intends
to cut himself out a domain. He becomes a pioneer tiller

of the soil. Alone in the woods of Bristol, the forerunner

of all his future companions and fellow-dtizens, he fells

the great trees, clearing them away by dint of the most
patient efforts ; he sows his roughly cleared field and builds

himself a modest house in the virgin forest—a nest, soon to

be brightened by the coming of Louise. The hard-working
colonist becomes a rich and contented cultivator. Round "•

about him other young men gather—men who have attacked
the great trees with equal aruour. RivardviUe is founded.

Jean Rivard, who manages his farm with wisdom, is now an
able economist after having been an indefatigable farmer.
He offers the benefit of his practical experience to whoever
will use it. He becomes the leading citizen of the newly
colonized region, then the mayor of his village, and finally

member of parliament for his county.
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In thia novel one mint not look for profound pqrchology
or an art practiied in narrative. What the author wiihed
chiefly to portray were picture! of colonisation, nenea in
which there paned before the viiion, succetaively and
realistically, the laborious stagea, aometimea hard but on
the whole happy, of the Canadian colonist's life. The tale
is told in a simple style—a little dull, perhaps, but always
inteteating

j it is enlivened, too, with moat pictureaque
pagea in which are clearly reproduced aome of the most
characteristic cuatoma of the French-Canadian habitant'a life.

Here, for example, ia how G^rin-Lajole drawa the pictur-
eaque aoene of the corvie

:

Quand les matiriaux furent prtts et qu'il ne fut plus
question que de Imr, Jean Rtvard rfsolut, suivant la
coutume canadienne, d'appeler une corvie. . , .

Dans lea paroissea canadiennes, lorsqu'un habilant
veut lever une maison, uno gnuige, un bttiment quel-
conque exigeant I'emploi d'un grand nombre de bras, il

mvite sea voisins k lui donner un coup de main. C'est
un_travail gratuit, mais qui s'accomplit toujoura avec
plaisir. . . . Cea r^nions de voisins sont toujouis
unusantea ; les paroles, lea cris, les chants, tout respireU gaiety. Dans ces occasions, les ubies sont chaig^
de mets aolides, ct avant I'institution de la temperance
le rhum de la Jamalque n'y faisait pas d£faut.

^
Une fois I'oeuvre accomplie, on plante sur le falte de

r&Ufice, ce qu'on appelle le ' bouquet,' c'est-4-diie quel-
cjues branches d'arbres. dans la direction desquelles les
jeunes gens s'amusent i faire des d^charges de mous-
quetene.
Quoique Jean Rivard n'eut invito, pour I'aider & lever

sa maison, que les hommes de la famille Landiy et quel-
ques autres de plus proches voisins, il vit, le lundi matin,
arriyer avec eux plus de trente colons ^tablis de distance
en distance k quelques milles de son habitation. . . .

Chacun avait apporti avec soi sa hache et ses outila,
et Ton se mit de suite i I'oeuvre. Le bruit de I'^goube
et de la sde, lea coups de la hache et du marteau, les ctis
et les cheats des travailleurs, tout se faisait entendre en
nrtme temps ; I'^cho de la fortt n'avait paa im instant
de rSpit. . . .>

' /'Off Rivard, L 1803.
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While dc Gtipi utd GMn-Laioie wen imiing their

worlo, Gcoixet Boucher of Boucherville (iti4-98) publitbed

in La Reviu cmtadiennt another novel, wliich quickly

attracted the attention of readen, Vne dt ptrdtu it Dtux
dt Uma4a (i864-6s). Thia waa a novel of mannera and

adventure, and waa very lucceeaful. The author traniport*

hia peraonagea by tuma to South America, Louiiiana, the

Antilles, and finally to Canada. Hia picturea and deacrip-

tiona, especially in the fiiat part of the book, are bright and

aninuted. The extravagant and exciting situationa that

occur in the ooune of the tale contributed gteatly to its

popularity.

Joseph Marmette (1844.95), who waa a most prolific

novelist, devoted himself ipedally to the historical novel.

His principal works tnm—Charles el Eva (1867), Fran^
dt BtenviOe (1870), L'IntemUml Bigol (1873), Le Chevalier

de Momac (1873), and Le Tomahawh el I'tpie (1877).

Marmette'a historical studies are generally faadnating ;

they recreate dramatic periods of the post. In Franfois

de Bietmtle he depicts the siege of Quebec by Phips ; in

L'/nUHdanl Bigot, the last years of the French rigime.

The author had a lively descriptive imagination, not, how-

ever, always under control ; and his characters are lacking

in originality.

The historical novel has had other representatives. In

1866 Napolfon Bouraasa published Jacques et Marie, which

recalls the dramatic story of the dispersion of the Acadians ;

' Laure Conan ' (Mile F^lidti Angers) wrote A I'CEuvre et

i rtpreme (1891) and J'OublU (1903) ; and in 1909 Sir

Adolphe Basile Routhier produced Le CeiUurimt, an inter-

esting attempt to reconstruct Jewish and Roman history in

the time of our Lord.

Foltowing the example of (>£rin-Lajoie, Jules Paul

Tardive! (18JI-1905) attempted another novel with a pur-

pose. His Pour la Patrie, published in 1895, is a work treat-

ing of religious thought ; in it the author specially attacks

the influence of freemasonry, which he denounces as the

most dangerous and most subtle evil that can invade the

national Ufe of French C ada. Ernest Choquette, who
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publuhcd La Ribaud (1898) and CImde Payuut (1899), and
Hector Bemier, who wrote Au lartt dt tAauU (191a), have
given lu pleaang romance* of mannen.

French Canadiaiit itin await writera in the field of fiction

who will endow their literature with powerful and original

work*.

POUTICAL, PHILOSOPBICAL AND SOCIAL LiTEMTURE

Julei Paul Tardivel belonga to political rather than to

imaginative literature. Hit novel, Pour la Patrie, was
written chiefly for the purpoae of gathering together and
•yitematixing his political and religious ideal. Tardivel
wai before everything a journalist, and it waa in La Virtii,

the paper which he founded at Quebec in 1881, that he waged
his ceaseless combats. He stood apart from political parties,

and his one aim was to make tlie legal principles of the
Catholic Church triumph in the conduct of public affairs.

He was the irreconcilable enemy of liberalism and fn t-

masonry, and in the three volumes of MHanges, which
contain his bes^ articles, one may see his firm and uncom-
promising cast of thought.

Journalism has from time to time given us writers whose
pens were both ready and fertile. The names of Joseph
Charles Tach6, Joseph Edouard Cauchon and Hector Fabre
are well known in the histo.'y of French-Canadian journal-

ism. Thomas Chapais, wbo abandoned journalism for

history, collected in a volume of Milanta a number of

vigorously written articles, wh'ch possess interest in connec-
tion with the political history of the last years of the nine-

teenth century. Those who are incontestably the masters
of French-Canadian journalism to-day, who instil most ideas

into their writing, and give those ideas the most artistic

form, are Henri Bourasar, managing director of Le Devoir,

Omer Hiroux, editor of the same journal, and the Abbi
J. A. Damours, editor-in-chief of L'Action Sociate. These
three journalists are true literary men, whose work un-
doubtedly bears the mark of high Uteraiy culture.

By the side of these journalists may be placed the orators.



478 FRENCH^ANADIAN LITERATURE

JournaUiti Mid oreton frequmtly meet in diicuMing the Mine
idea* ; frequently, too, they make uie of the ume style. The
political eloquence of French Canada, however, hat nothing
of a veiy high literary value to thow. Among thoae who
have diaappeared, Honor^ Mercier and Adolphe Chapleau
were oratori who were favourites of the populace, but
whoM eloquence was by no mean* uniform. To-day the
eloquence tKat has often thrilled the hearers of Sir Wilfrid

Lanrier and Thomas Chapais is found with greater intensity

and vigour, and incontestably with greater art, in the speeches
of Henri Bouraasa.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, at Paris, in 1907, defined in the follow-

ing manner the loyalty of the French Canadian:

Stoarte de la France, nous avona toujoura aulvi la
carriere avec un intMt pasatonn^, prenant notre part de
ses gloirea, de sea triom[mes, de ses joies, et de sea deuili,

de ses dcuils surtout. Hdlaa I Jamais nous ne sOmes
peut-^trc k quel point elle nous ^tait ch^ que le jour
oil elle fut malheureuse. Oui, ce jour-IA, si vous avcz
souffert, j'oae le dire, nous avons louffert autant que
vous. . . .

J'ainie la France qui nous a donn£ la \ic, j'alnw
I'Angleterre qui nous a donn£ la liberty ; mais la premi^
place dans mon coeur est pour le Canada, ma patrie, ma
terrenatale. . . . VQusenconviendrezavecmoi,lesenti-
ment national d'un pays n'a de valeur que par Torgueil
qu'il sait inspirer & ses enfants. Eh bien I nous I'avfms,
nous, Canadiens, cet orgueil de notre pays. . . .

The Hon. Thomas Chapab, in 1902, on the day of the

national festival of the French Canadians, reminded his

compatriots of the reasons that bound them more than all

the other races to Canadian soil

:

Mais ojt aont done les cttoyena du Canada qui sont
plus canadiens que nous ? Nous sommes attach^ au
sol de la patrie par toutes lea fibres de notre coeur. Dieu
merd, notre nationality n'est pas ici un arbre sans racine.

Pour plusieura de nos d^tracteurs. le Canada n'est qu'un
pays de passage et d'attente

;
pour nous, 11 est la terre

des aleux. la terre de toutes nos tendresses, de toutes nos
esp^rances. La plupart de nos concitoyens d'origine



LITERARY DEVELOPMENT. Ig40.i9i3 479

<trangire k la n«tre ne vol«nt d>ni le Canada qu'uiw
patne vieille de cinquante am, de toixante aiu, de cent
•"• • pnnf • "»" nou*. c'Mt une patrie vieille de trnU
Mclea. Dam noi vieux cimetMn.'a, 4 Tonibre de la croix
Blantfe sur lea rives canadiennn par Jacque* Cartier,
y a plu> de quatre centt am, dorment six gintratiom

dancttm. . . . Parcourei toutea lea provinces de la
ConKdiration ; partout voua letrouverez la trace de
noa h<roa ct de n« apAtres qui ont jet* en terre, avec
*''' pomatre et leur sang, une scmence de civiliiation
chritienne. Ah I oui, nous aommea lea plus Canadiena
de« Canadiena.

Henri Bouraaaa has peculiarly devoted himself to defend-
ing the rights of the French-Canadian minority in the Con-
federation. At the Monument National in Montreal on
May 9, 191 J, he thus expresses himself with regard to secular
legislation in the North-Weat

:

Juaqu'aujoutd'hui la Province de Quebec aM le pivot
de la ConlfcMration. Juaqu'aujouid'hui lea Canadiens
fran^iia ont ttt le rempart infranchiaaable centre toute
ld<e d'annexion aux Etata-Uni*, centre tout projet de
a^paration de la Grande-Bretagne. Ne penaez-vous
pas que cent cinquante ana de loyaut* leur m^ritent un
droit d'igalit6 politique dans toute I'^tendue de cctte
confM6ration ? Ne pensez-vous pas que ies colons que
nous pourrions envoyer sur les borda de la Saskatchewan
ou de la Riviiie-Rouge, pour continuer I'ocuvre des
ancttres, miriteiaient d'y ttre auaai bien traitfe, que
voa co-religionnaires [I'orateur s'adreaae aux Anglaia
protestantal et vos concitoyens aont traits dans la
Province de Quebec ? Ne pensez-voua pas que des
colonies fran^aiaes fortea et prospirea, essaimant dana
1 Oueat, prfaerveiaient I'ouest canadien de la pinittation
des idfcs amiricaines, comme la Province de Quibec a
sauv^le Canada, k troia ou quatre repriaea, de I'annexion
aux Etats-Unis ?

Britanniques, nous le sommes autant que n'importe
quelle autre race du Canada I Noua ne le sommes paa
par le aang et par la langue, mais nous le sommes par la
raiaon et par la tradition.

Les institutions britanniques, ce n'est pas la conquttc
qui les a fattes ndtres, ou du moins ce n'est pas une seule
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conquCte. Hay huit cents ans, dea hommes qui par-
laient notre langue et dont tes veines renfermaient le

mtaie sang que celui qui coule dans les ndtres, sont allis
en Angletem allier leur giaie A celui des Anglo-Saxons.
De cette alliance anglo-nomiande sont sorties ces insti-
tutions magnifiquea qui nous sent revenues ici sept
cents ans plus tard.

A ces institutions personne n'est plus attache que nous.
Mais nous ne sommes pas des chiens rampants ; nous
ne sommes pas des valets, et apris cent-anquante ans
de bons et loyaux services k des institutions que nous
aimons, h une Couronne que nous avons appns k res-
pecter, nous avons m6rit6 mieux que d'etre considii^
conune les sauvages des anciennes reserves, et de nous
faire dire :

' Restez dans Quebec . . . vous y etes chez
vous ; mais ailleurs il faut que vous deveniez Anglais.'

Religious eloquence "las been careless in preserving its

records. Its utterances have often been powerful and full

of feeling. The Ahbi Holmes was one of the most admired
pulpit orators on account of his Confirences it Notn-Dame
ic Quibec. In our own day the sermons of Monseigneur
Paul Eugine Roy, auxiliary Bishop of Quebec, display
literary qualities of precision and grace of the highest order
combined with the utmost dialectical power.

On September ag, 1908, addressing himself to French-
Canadian farmers, sons of families who had occupied for at
least two centuries the ancestral land, and to whom was
restored the ' m£daiUe des ancieruies families,* Mgr Roy
expresses himself as follows

:

Elle serait int£ressante k taconter et i lite, messieurs,
I'histoire de ces quelque deux cents fomilles, dont vous
ttes id les authentiques et heureux descendants ! S'ils
avaient eu le temps et la facility d'&rire leura m^moires,
ces braves aleux I Si leuts mains avaient su manier la
plume comme elles savaient manier la hache et la charrue,
quelles pr^euses archives its auraient laisste aux
nistoriens de notre temps !

D'ailleurs, messieurs, la terre qu'ils vous ont transmise,
aprb I'avoir f&nndfe de leurs sueurs, n'est-elle pas le
plus beau livre d'histoire que vos mains puissent feuil-
leter et vos yeux parcourir ? Et ce livre, n'est-il pas
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vrai que vous le liaez avec amour ? que vous le uvez
parcoeur?
La prtface en fut fcrite par ce vaillant chef de dynaatie

qui apporta id, il y a plus de deux siicles, votre nom,
votre lortune et votre sang. C'ftait un Breton, un
Normand, un Saintongeois, que sais-ie ? un Francais,
en tout cas, et un brave, a coup sflr. Avec cet homme et
la lenime forte gui vint avec lui ou qu'i! trouva sur ces
bords, une famille nouvelle venait fortifier la colonie
naissante, civiliser le royaume de Quebec, et enrichir,
d'un sang gin^ux et de belles vertua, la noble race
canadienne-fran^se.

Et I'histoire commence, palpitante d'intirtt, d^bor-
dante de vie. Qje de fois vous les avez vus repasser
dans votre imagination, ces premiers chapitres, Merits
au fil de la hache, illumines par les belles flambMs
d'abatis ? et gardant encore aujourdliui les 4crea et
fortifiantes senteuis des terres-neuves, que d^chirent la
pioche et la heise, et 06 germent les premieres moisaonsi
Ce sont les ann£e3 rudes, mais combien fructueuses des
premiers difricpours ; c'est la glorieuse ^popfe de la
terre qui nalt, d», !a civilisation qui trace pied k pied son
lumineux sillon k travers I'inculte sauvagerie des hommes
et des bois. Chaque coup de ' ache, alors, est une belle
et patnotique action ; chaque arbre qui tombe est un
ennemi vaincu ; chaque sueur qui arrose le sol est une
sentence.

Monseigneur Louis Adolphe Paquet and Father Louis
Lalande have also delivered sermons and lectures that, in
their ample and harmonious phraseology, bear the impress
of true eloquence.

While some writers and orators propagated their ideas
by means of journalism or speeches, and examined the
religious and social questions of the day, othera published
books treating of the same subjects and reviewing the same
problems. Philosophical and aodal literature has not yet
many representatives ; but there are a few writers who
occupy a leading place in these fields.

Edmond de Nevers, who was bom at L« Baie-du-Fibvre
in i86j, and died at Central Falls, in the United States, in
1906, published L'Avatir du Pcuplt canadim-franfiU in
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1896 and VAme amMcaine {2 vols.) in 1900. These two
works, which show a wide acquaintance with original docu-

ments and are filled with critical observations, have placed

Edmond de Nevers in the first rank of Canadian writers.

In L'Ame amiricaine the author seeks to analyse the multi-

farious and dissimilar elements composing the American
mind. He examines in turn the origins, the historical life,

the immigration movenunts, and the development of the

United States. While there is occasionally a Uttie confusion

in the plan, it must be acknowledged that the abundance of

information, the ingenuity of the views, and the lofty inspira-

tion of the whole make it a work worthy of preservation.

Among present-day writers Monseigneur Paquet, of Laval
University, Quebec, is cer:,iinly the most authoritative repre-

sentative of social and philosophical literature. Prepared

for his literary career by long theological study and by his

Commentaria on Saint Thomas—highly esteemed in theo-

logical faculties—he wrote his studies on Le Droit public dc

L'^lise with all the competence of a professional. In the

first volume he dealt with the * General Principles ' (1908),

in the second with ' The Church and Education ' (1909),

and in the third with * The Religious Organization and
Civil Government' (1912). These two works are methodi-

cally planned and ably executed ; they are written in free

but carefully chosen language, sometimes eloquent and
always well-balanced.

Read, for example, this page where Mgr Paquet demon-
strates the necessity of putting religious and moral training

at the foundation of instruction

:

Veut-<Hi que Thomme mQr, battu par le flot du doute,
blas6, succombant peut-6tre sous le poids moral qui
I'accable. puisse un jour en se retoumant vers le pasM,
puiser dans ses souvenirs d'enfance, dans ses impressions

de jeunesae, dans le spectacle d'ann^ heureuses et

pieuses, un renouveau de foi, un regain d'ardeur virile

et de cour^:e pour le bien? Qu'on fasse luire, au seuil

m£me de sa vie, le flambeau des doctrines religieuses

;

qu'on verse dans son ftme encore neuve, comme une
coulfe de riche m£tal, les notions £lev^, les suggestions

salutaires, les persuasions moralisatrices par lesquellcs
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•6 fonnent I« habitudes aaines, se trempent lea caiac-
*trea gtntreax, w priparent les Btna et triomphantes
resistances aux asaauts tipitia de I'erreur et du roaL
' Le jeune liomme, a dit I'Esprit Saint, suit sa voie

;

m6me lorsqu'il aura vieilli, il ne la quittera pas.* Cette
yoie pent *tre bonne ou mauvaise ; il depend beaucoup,
il depend prindpalement de I'&lucateur et de ses tenons
qu'elk soit une voie d'honneur, de probit£ et de justice.
La jeunesse est le printemps de la vie. Quand ce

printemps donne toutes ses fleuis, il s'en exhale un
parfum p£n6tiant de religion et de pittt qui embaume
toute I'existence humaine, qui foitiAe dans le bien,
console dans la douleur, pi^unit J'&me inconstante et
finale centre les enivrements du vice. Pour cela que
faut-il ? plonger I'enfant, I'adolescent, le jeune homme
dans une atmosph^ pleine de Dieu et des cnoses divines

;

purifier la sive qui court abondante dans ses veines
j

taire jiue toutes ses faculty s'ouvrent avidement i tout
ce qui est lion, i tout ce (jui est juste, i tout ce qui est
noble. Saint

_
Thomas ate comme un axiome cette

sentence d'Aristote :
' Un vase garde toujours I'odeur

de la prenuire liqueur qu'il a contenue.' Le jeune
Chretien qui, pendant des ann^, s'est nourri de la
substance mtoie de la foi

; qui en a, par ses priitres, par
ses ^des, par tous ses actes, aspire et absorb^ les pun
et spiritueis ti^ments, garde, en eilet, dans les plus intunes
replis de son ftme, mtaie si son esprit se fausso, m£me si

son coHir s'^re, un reste de bont^ sumaturelle et de
grandeur morale qui fera son salut.'

Miscellaneous

French literature, to whatever climate it be transplanted,
must produce its contmrs, its mmvellisles and its chronijuturs,
who express in a light form, generally humorous but some-
times dramatic, caprices of the imagination or picturesque
aspects of popular life. In this varied class of literature
the French genius has always found a field for the display
of its sparkling wit.

The tellers of short stories have not, perhaps, sufficiently

worked the fruitful vein that lies ready for their purpose.
* L'tftiu tt Fiittcation, pp. 162-3.
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French Cana<la abounds in legends and tales worthy of

literary preservation. In i860 the Abb* Caagrain bi>gan

the relation of his Canadian Ligendes. His Jmgtetue u still

celebrated. Joseph Charles Tach6 (183I-94) continued this

task, publishing Trois Ligmdts ic mm Pays (1876) and

Farestiers et Yayagaas (1884). In the latter the life of the

woodmen with their merry evenings in camp is told in a style

quaint and piquant—a true presentation of life in the shanties.

P. J. O. Chauveau (1820-90) published in 1877 Souvenirs et

Ligendes. Pamphile Le May, who is an adept at discovering

whatever poetry there is in the popular tale, published his

Cmtes vrais in 1899, reissuing them in 1907.

Faucher de Saint Maurice (1844-97), a Gascon bom near

Quebec, took pleasure in relating the adventures of a life

that he thought heroic. He was enamoured of military

glory and longed to fight and tra\ ;1. On leaving college at

the age of twenty, he left Canada and placedliis enthusiastic

youth at the service oTthe Emperor Maximilian in Mexico.

He published successively—De Quibec i Uexk" (1866),

A la bnmanle : amies et rials (1873), Ckoses et Aut,iS (1873),

De tribord i babord : trots crowiires dans U golfe du Sainl-

Ltturenl (1877), A ia veilUe (1878), Deux ans au Mexiqur.

(1S78), En route : sept jours dans les provinces maritimes

(1888), Joies el Tristesses de la Mer (i888) and Loin du

Pays (1889).

Doctor Hubert Larue (1833-81), who wrote much in the

reviews and journals of his time, left us in the department

of the tale and chronicle : Voyage sentimental sur la rue

Saint-Jean (1879), Voyage aulour de I'Isle iOrUans, and

two volumes of M&tnges hislmques, lilUraires et dUcmmae
politique (1870 and 1881).

A portion of the work of Sir Adolphe Basile Routhier

may be included in this class. A trovers I'Emope, 2 vols.

(1881 and 1883), En Canot (i88i) A trovers FEspagne (1889),

and De Quibec i Victoria (1893) contain imptcMions of travel

recorded in a rapid but instructive fashion. Routhier also

set himself to describe and paint Quibec el Ltvis (1900).

Ernest Gagnon, who in 1865 produced a valuable treatise

on the Chansons populaires du Canada, also published, in
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1905, his Chous d'Autrefois, in wliicli many interesting recoU
lections are brought together. Out of history Ernest Myrand,
in Fke de NoU sous Jacques Cartier (1888), fashioned an
attractive order of literature, possessing something of the

novel and something of the true narrative. His JVi«/j

anciens de la Noievdle-Frame (1899) is also an entertaining

monograph.

In the newspapers many chroniqueurs have written fugitive

sketches—short miscellaneous articles—in which the impres-

sions of daily life were currently recorded. In Canada the

undisputed master of the chronique was Arthur Buies, who
was bom at the CAte des Neiges, near Montreal, in 1840.

While he was still very young his parents went to settle in

British Guiana, and he was left to the care of two aunts.

He led a strange and most eventful life. During his youth
he lived by turns in Quebec and British Guiana ; he then
went, against his father's wish, to study in Paris ; and in

1859, to the great scandal of his aunts, Ke became one of

Garibaldi's soldiera. He returned to Canada the same
year to study law, and was admitted to the bar in 1866.

The advocate immediately rushed into journalism, and
committed the gravest extravagances in thought and lan-

guage. Inspired by the influence of French journalists

hostile to the church, he delighted in attacking the Canadian
clergy jn his writings. This portion of Buies' work is now
forgotten, and may be ignored. Later the chroniqueur con-
tinued, m various journals that welcomed his collaboration,

to write short and sprightly miscellaneous articles, which
remain models of their kind ip French-Canadian literature.

These articles have been collected ip book-form

—

ChroHipus,
Humeurs el Caprices (1873) ; Chroniques, Voyages (1875) j and
Pelites Chrottigues for 1877 (1878).

On May 8, 1871, Buies began, in this half-jocular, half-

serious tone, his chronicle, dated at Quebec :

Avez-vous jamais fait cette reflexion que, dans les

pays montagneux, les hommes sont bien plus conser-
vatcurs, plus soumis aux traditions, plus difficiles &
transformer que pattout ailleurs ? Les idte p^iitrent
diffidlement dans les montagnes, et. quand elles y
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arrivent, ellei t'y arrttent, •'Mumdnent, togent^diuijje

creux de« lochen, et le f *' *

gtetaitioiis lans aubir le >

creux de« rochen, et le peip*tuent iusqu'aux dernibes
'
s momdre moange ni la moindre

atteinte extfaieure. Le vent de» rtvolutions aouffle

au-deaaus d'ellea lans preaque le* efileurer, et lonque le

voyageur modeme a'arrtte dara cea endroits qui tehap-

pent aux tranafonnationa aociales, il cherche, dana aon

itonnement, des cauaes poUtiqura et moralea, quand

la aimple explication a'offre k lui dana la aituation gte-

gra^ique.
S une bonne partie du Canada conaerve encore let

tiaditiona et lea moeun du demier sitcle, c'eat grftce aux

Laurentides. La neige y est bien, il eat viai, pour

quelque choae, la neige qui enveloppe dana aon manteau

tout ce qui respire, et endort dana un silence de aix mois

hommes, idfes, mouvements et aspirations. A la yue

de cette longue chalne de montagnes qui borde le Saint

Laurent tout d'un c6tt, qui arr«te la colonisation & sea

premiers pas et fait de la rive nord une bande de terre

6troite, barbate, presque inaccessible, on ne s'^^tonne pas

de ce que les quelques campagnes glacte qui s'y trouvent

et dont on voit au loin les collines soulever peniblement

leur froid linceul, n'aient aucun culte pour le progris,

ni aucune notion de ce qui le constitue. ...

Je porte mes regards k Test, a I'ouest, su sud, au nord ;

partout un del bas, charg6 de nuages, de vents, de

brouillards, pise sur lea campagnes encore i momc
enaevelies sous la neige. Le aoume furieux du nord-est

fait trembler lea vitres, onduler lea passants, fttoir lea

aitirea qui se courbent en sanglotant sous aon temble

passage, frissonner la nature entibe. Depuis troia

aemaines, cet horrible enfant du golfe, fcloa des mugiase-

ments et lea tempttea de I'Atlantique, se prtdpite en

rafales formidables, sans pouvoir I'ibranler, aur le roc

oii perche la dtadelle, et aoulive sur le fleuve une plaine

d'&ume bondiaeante. . . .
' Ce vent souffle pour faire

monter la flotte,' disent les Quibecquois. Et, en effet,

la flotte monte, moiite, mais ne s'arr«te pas, et nous

passe devant le ne«, dnglant & toutea voiles, vera

Montrfal.
Ainsi done, Quibec a le nord-est sans la flotte, Mon-

treal a la flotte aans le nord-est ; lequel vaut mieux ?

Mais si Quibec n'a pas la flotte, en revanche il a les

cancans, et cela dans toutes les saisons de I'annfe. Voil4

! I
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le vent qui souffle taujoun ici. Oh! Ie> petites histoim,
les petiu acandales, la grosses MtJMS, comme fa pleut I

II n'est pas <tonnant que Quibec devienne de plus en
plus un disert, les geni s'y nungent entrc eux. Pauvre
vieille capitale I

'

He also employed his talent for observadon in descrip-
tive geographical studies. In this department he has left—
L'Outamiais mpirimr (1889). Le Saguenay el le Bassin in
Lac Sainl-Jem (1896), RiciU de Voyages (1890). Les comlis
de Rimouski, Matane el Ttmiscauata (1890), Au Porlique
da LtturerUides (1891), and La VaUie de la Malaptdiac
(>895).

Buies died at Quebec in 1891. His name remains as that
of a writer who well represented the Parisian spirit, ready-
witted and facetious, censorious at times, but also capable
of tenderness and subtle feeling. Buies particularly loved
the French tongue. In Canada he wished to see it freed
from the dangerous contributions of Anglicism. He wrote
a pamphlet entitled Anglicismes et Canadianismes (1888), in
which he indicated many new words deserving proscription.
He is one of those who have most skilfully used the French
language in Canada. His chroniques are composed of the
impressions of each day, the reflections suggested by events,
the judgmento dictated by his wit and his sympathetic
nature; in them are mirrored all the spectacles of daily
life, and they contain some of the finest pages in the literature
of French Canada.

With leas vivacity, but also with wit, Napolfon Legendre
(1841-1907) and Hector Fabre (1834-1910) wrote newspaper
chronigues on all the subjects of the day. The former col-

lected some of his best articles in two volumes entitled
Echos de QuOec (1877), and the latter published under the
title of Chroniques (1877) pages in which are to be found
the light and entertaining qualities of his ready talent.

Alphonse Lusignan (1843-93), who, at the outset of hia
career, was responsible for some very fiery journalism, left

a volume of chroniques entided Coups Steil et coups de plume,
which was much relished by readers. Oscar Dunn (1845-85)

* CAnnifwt amUiMmt ; Humnut tt Cmprias, i. pp. 1 1-».
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collected his reminiBoences and hM principal jounuUittic

wridngi in Dix aru de Journalumt (1876) and Lectures pour
laus (1878). Tlie AbM CamiUe Roy collected under the

title Propos cmadiaa (1919) itoriet anfatudies dealing

with Canadian life. Thcae are in turn nutic, moral, patriotic,

acholarly and literary in their tone and colour.

The chrmigue is also represented among us by two
women, although their worlc is rather superficial :

' Fran-

foise' (Mile Robertine Barry), author of Chrmiques du
tundi (1891) and Fleurs ckampttres (1895), u><l ' Madeleine

'

(Mrs Gleason-Huguenin), who in 1902 published her Premier
plcU.

Criticism was the last branch of literature to make its

appearance, although in the chronigue and newspaper article

it had long been in evidence. P. J. O. Chauveau, whose
mind was distinguished by delicacy and good taste, encour-
aged letters in his Journal de VInstruction piMique, and he
himself published a literary monograph on Francois Xavier

Cameau, sa vie el ses mares (1883). Edmond Lareau, in

1874, wrote a first Histoire de la LilUrature canadiame, and
Routhier wrote a study of Les Grands Drames (1889). But
these were only isolated efforts. Of recent years French-

Canadian literature is developing most abundantly, and
literary criticism watches over the productions of the writers

more assiduously, and especially with more method. The
Abbf Camille Roy was one of the first to make a speciality

of this branch of study ; he published in 1907 a first series

of Essais sur la Littirature canadienne, aiul in 1909 the history

of Nos Origines lilUraires. Henii d'Ailes (Father Henri
Beaudi), who had already entered upon art criticism in

Propos iart (1903) and Pastds (1905), applied himself in

turn to literary criticism in his Essais et Conferences (1910).

The Abb£ Emile Chartier also devoted a portion of his

Pages de Combat (191 1) to literary criticism. Finally, in

the Bulletin de la SociiU du Parler fran^is au Canada^
Adjutor Rivard, the learned genera] secrets^ of the society,

assigned the writers of French Canada their meed of praise

or blame, mingled with the wise counsels of his own trained

mind.
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Such ii French-Cauiadian literature, viewed u a whole
•nd in the penoiu of mne ol ite best tepraentatiTei. Intel-
lectual manerpiecei, it it true, are rare. We cannot demand
of literature* in their infancy »uch works as can be the gloiy
of old literatures alone. Nevertheless, French-Canadian
write™ have produced, in almost every branch except the
drama, works that do honour to the spirit that conceived
them, and that may still be read with profit.

The literature that we have been describing is chiefly
notable for its method and clearness, and for the enthusiasm
for ideas and the delicacy of feeling that are qualities of the
French mind. Sometimes a little heavy, it goes on unburden-
ing itself, freeing itself from cumbersome forms, and per-
fecting itself in proportion as the writers and their rei<ders
are able to devote themselves more and more to intellectual
culture.

French-Canadian literature is eminently moral. It bean
the stamp of the Christian spirit in which iu works are
conceived. In it catholic thought is expressed without
timidity—with that apostolic boldness which is its character-
istic. Further, it generally draws its inspiration from the
abundant springs of the national life. At times it has sought
unduly to imitate the artistic forms of French thought ; it

has often been too ready to reproduce that which is most
characteristic, and least capable of assimilation, in the litera-
ture of the andentmotheriand. Yet it must be acknowledged
that, taken as a whole, the literature is indeed Canadian,
and that in it the life of the people is reflected and per-
petuated. Many of its works, the best in prose and in
verse, breathe the perfume of the soil, and are the expression—original, sincere and profound—of the Canadian spirit.

^-^ou^^^Sx^niyC:^
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WILLIAM SMITH, Secretary of the Poll Office Department, Ottawa.
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III. United Canada, 1840-1867

EuiTio «« WILLIAM L. GRANT, M.A. (Ona), I'lofcuot ol Cotoom lUMtr.

QuHn'i Univenity, Kinfiton.

SL THE UNION: GENERAL OUTLINES, 1840-1867

WILLIAM L. GRANT, M.A <OsCM), Author of' C»MdiM Coi»titulion»l Uevettpmrnt.* etc

IS. PARTIES AND POLITICS, I840-I867

A NairativB and Critical History ot Men nnd Measures, Political Issues and Combinations and

Deadlocl^ all pioneering for the Dominion of Canada.

J. L. HORISON, M.A., Professor of History, (Juwn'i fiiiversity.

33. CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT, S840-1867

From lie Union to Confederation : A Study of the Relations and I'oirerj of the Governing

Bodies in Transition.

EDWARD KYLIE, W.A, AMOciate Professor ot History, University of Toronto.

34. PUBLIC FINANCE, 1840-181)7

Concerning Revenue and Expenditure and Financial History under tlic Union.

DUNCAN MOAXTHUR, M.A

36. GENERAL ECONOMIC HISTORY, l840-l8«7

A Sumy of Commercial, Industrial, and Social Conditions, and Imperial aixl American Trade

Relarioni, inciuding a Study of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854-66, and its Economic Effects

in Canada.

AOAM SHORTT. C.M.G.. LL.D.. Auih.r of 'The Hiitory of Cwiadian tonkioi. Currency ud
Ejtchaiigv.*

Se. CURRENCY AND BANKING, X840-1867

A Continuation of the Hiitory of Money and Exchange, and of the further Development of

the Great Chartered Banks of Canada.

ADAH SHORTT. C.n.C., LL.D.. Author of 'The HUltwy of Canaduw Bankinf. Currency anj

Enbongc'

37. WESTERN EXPLORATION, 1840-1867

Of the further Search for the North-West Fassage, and the Fur Lordi and other Explorer* i

the North and on the Great Plains.

LAWRENCE J. BURPEE, F.R.G.S.. Author of ' Ihe Search for the We»tern Sea."

S8. INDIAN AFFAIRS, 1840.1867

Of the EfTorti of the Government to Civili/e, Educate, and Christianize the Red Men of Bntish

North America.

DUNCAN CAMPBELL SCOTT, F.R.S.C.. H<...iinion.Supermtrii<lcuto( Indian Education.

S0. THE POST OFFICE, 1840-1867

Of the Beginnings and Progress ..f ilic Modt;ni Postal Service in the British Provinces of

North America.

WILLIAM SMITH, SMreiary of ihe jtl Office Uciiartmcnl. Otuvra.

6
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IV. The Dominion: Political

Evolution
EotTBD wr mOIICE M. WRONG, HA., P.R^.C.. rrafeuorof llisiutr. Univeruty of Tvionto;

Author of ' The Bhtiih Nation : A Hitiorjr,' ' The Eart of Elgin,' etc.

49. THE FEDERATION : GENERAL OUTLINES, X867-X912
GEORGE n. WRONG, H.A., F.R.S.C

A Narrative of Do-
minion Panics, Poll-

lies and Policies,

from Cimfederation

to the llorden Ad-
ministration.

I respect to

41. THE NEW DOMINION, 1867-1873

42. THE MACKENZIE ADMINISTRATION, X873-1878

48. CANADA UNDER MACDONALD, x878-l89i .

44. FOUR PREMIERS, X891-Z896 ....
46. THE LAURIBR REGIME, X896-X9ZX .

JOHN LEWIS, Author oCUmrKc Brown," Ikiliib DipkKracj and C^nadu,' etc.

4«. THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION
Conccmint,' the Relations and Powers of the Governing Bodies of the Dominion
one another and lo the Citizen and his Rights.

A. H. F. LEFROY, n.A. (Oxoa), K.C., I'rofeuor of Jurisprudence, Univrrsity of Toronto.

47. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Wherein the Organiiaiion and Working of the (iovemment of Canad, d the Uuainess of

the Nation as earned nii from day to day, are described and clearly set

SIR JOSEPH POPE, K.Cn.G., Author of ' Memoirs of Sir John Macdor,

48. PUBLIC FINANCE, X867-1912
An Account of Revenue .and Expeudilure, Public Debt, Public Accounts, Incidence of Taxation,
and General Financial History of the Dominion.

J. n. COURTNEY, Cn.G., Deputy MiniiiCT of Kinance, 1K9-1906.

48. DEFENCE, i8i2-i9i2
A Century of Development from a System of Universal Service for Local Defence to the

Linking of the Armed Forces of Canada to those of the Empire.
C F. HAHtLTON, n.A., Captain, Corpi of Guide* ; War Cone&pondent in South Africa, iltyg>i9ao.

SO. INDIAN AFFAIRS: X867-X9X2
Of the Relations of the Govemmeni to tie Indians, and the Exteniiion of Indian Education.

DUNCAN CANPBELL SCOTT, F.R.S.C . Dominion Superimendem of Indian Education.

61. THE POST OFFICE, 1867-1913
Of the Development of the Mail Ser\ice in the Great Territories of the Dominion, and the

coming of Imperial and Domestic t'enny Postage.

WILLIAM SniTH, SecreUry of the Post Office Uepartment, OtlitWA.

62. NATIONAL AID TO THE FARM
Of what has been done by the Gcvemment for the Encouragement of Agriculture in Canada.

J. A. RUDDICK, Dominion Dairy Commissioner,

6S. BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND TREATIES
A Study founded upon Exhaustive Research, and covering 120 years of British Diplomacy
concerning the Boundaries of Canada.

JAnES WHITE, F.R.G.&,F.R.S.C., ex-Dominion Geogrupber; AuUiorof-T)icAitasofCanada,'etc.

64. THE FISHERY ARBITRATIONS
Of the Diplomatic History arising out of the North Atlantic Coast and Bering Sea Disputes.

H. B. WORnWITH, n.A., Assistant to British Counsel at the Ncnib Atlantic Coa»l I'lthenea
Arbitialion at Ttie Hague.

SS. IMMIGRATION AND POPULATION
A History of the Peopling of Canada from many Nations.

W. D. SCOTT, Dominion Supenrtendcnt of Immigralion.

7
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V. The Dominion: Industrial

Expansion
If JAMBS BONAR, M. A.. LL.D.. DepMlJ MuWf of the hoyX Mint J Antbo* of ' El«

Political EcoMny,' etc.

66. THE PHYSICAL BASIS OF CANADA
Soil ind Clinute, Miiunl Dtpoiiu, Mnintain Rugct, River Bmim, V«g««bl« lull

Lift.

R. W. BROCK, MA, DUmici of tie C»l«tl«U Somr. 0iuw«.

67. GENERAL ECONOMIC HISTORY, I8«7-I9I3

(») Economic Potentialitiei ot the New Dominion, >nd Development atuined «t Con-

fedentioD.
. ,. i

(J) Force! Shepinj Development ; Immigiation, Land Policy, Traneportation, tommerciel

UliiUtion, TaritTs, the National Policy of Protection, the Dritieh PreJtience, Fomgn

Tnuie Relations, Britiih Capital, the Opening of the WeaL

(e) Development of Farm, Forest, Mine, Fisheries, and Manufactures,

(rf) Foreign Trade ; CaBad.i'! Place in International Commerce.

(«) Orianliation and Localiration of Industry, Mergers and Priee-Agieements, Wliolesale and

Reuil Trade, Credit and SpeoiUtion, Public Ownership, Co-operalion, Conservation,

Fricei, Distribution of Wealth, Outlook.

O. D. 3KELT0H, M.A., Ph.D., Pn*es** of Poliiiwl Science. Queen's University. Ktagstoa.

6S. THE LABOUR MOVEMENT IN CANADA
A History of Unionism. Labour Legislation, and Working Conditions.

R. H. COATS, n.A, Editor of 'The Labour Geiette.'Otuws.

6S. THE BANKING SYSTEM OF CANADA
Of the Operation and Development of the Great Chartered Banks under the General

Bank Act, their Business as National Bookkeepers, and Position in the Economic Structure

of the Dominion.

ADAH SHORTT. C.W.O., LL.D.. Aulbor of ' The HIslory ol Canadian Bulking. Comncy end

Eechange.'

ea NATIONAL HIGHWAYS OVERLAND
(a) Roadi and Stage Routes in the Colonies.

(*) Railway Beifinnings in British North America.

({) The Grand Trunk and iw Early Difficulties.

(rf) The Canadian Pacific anvl the Intercolonial.

(«) The Canadian Northern.

(/) Modem Expansion : the Great Transconiinental Lines.

S. J. nOLEAN, njL, Ph.D., Donioion Railway Cummissioiwr.

«1. CANADIAN SHIPPING AND CANALS
(«) Shipbuilding and Eariy Shipping.

{t) Shipping on the Great Lakes, 1763-1813.

(e) The Beginnings of Inland Steam Navigation.

(J) The Canal System.

(«) Ocean Navigation.

M.J. PATTON, H.A., Conservwioii CommiMion, Oltawa.

8
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VI. The Dominion: Missions,

Arts and Letters
Editid m ARTHUR G- DOUGHTY. C M.G., LittO., LL.O., Dominion Archiviii i Author of

•The Cradle of New Vrance,' etc.

THK ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ITS MISSIONS—
as. Tbt Church In the Em*

R. A. SCOTT. D.a^ LLM., Prtot tl 8te Fsy'a Churcb, QuebM.

Of. The Church In the Great Vat
A. G. RORICE, O.n.I., Author of -Dm Calhotic Churcb in WnUni CiinMlA,' etc.

M, THE ANGLICAN CHURCH AND ITS MISSIONS
L. NORRAN TUCRER. D.D.. Canon of St. Paul'i Calh«lnl. London. Oninno

eS. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND ITS MISSIONS
CHARLES W. CORDON, O.D. (Rmlph Coonor), Author of • Life of Jama kolinUon,' etc.

•0. THE MISSIONS AND INSTITUTIONS OF METHODISM
S. p. ROSE, D.D., Putor ofSherboume SifMI MwhodiH Church. Toronio.

67. THE BAPTISTS AND THEIR MISSIONS
J. L. GILHOUR, D.D., Profesfor of Church HliUry. M'Muter Univmitr,

08. MISCELLANEOUS DENOMINATIONS
Congregationalism. The Lutherani. Judaiaro. The Society of Friends. Communal
Religion*, Christian Science. The Salvation Army. Minor Groups.

R. J. HUTCHEON, H.A. fHarwd).

60. THE HIGHER NATIONAL LIFE
A Study of the Civilizing and Refining Influence! at work in 'A Commercial Democracy
fevenshly busy in the development of half a Continent.'. S. KILNEK, n.A., ProtnKir of Ancient History. Uninniij of Toronto.

70. UTERATURE, FRENCH-CANADIAN
A Critical and lUumitiating Review of the Men of Letters of French Canada and their
Wntings.

CAKILLB ROY, P.R.S.C., ProfMior in Unl University. Quebec.

71. LITERATURE, ENGLISH-CANADIAN
A Review of the Literature of British North America from Haliburton, ' ilic father of American
Humour,' to Contemporary Writers.

THOKAS GUTHRIE MARQUIS, Author of ' Marguerilc de Roberv>],' etc.

78. PAINTING AND SCULPTURE
Of the Artists of Canada 'who hav« done much to increase pleasure in life ant? reveal the
beauty of our home surroundings.'

E. F. B. JOHNSTON, K.C.

78. MUSIC AND THE THEATRE IN CANADA
From the CAamons of the Habitant, and the * Gentlemen Amateurs ' of the British Army, to
the Choral Societies and Dramatic Entertainments of the Present Day.

J. EDGAR ntDDLETON, Asiociwe Editor. 'Tie News,' Twomo.

74. CANADIAN ARCHITECTURE
A Review of the Origins of Building Forms in Canada, with some reference to present day
influences.

PIRCT B. H0M8, NJL, P.R.I.B.A.. Profeuor of Archueclurv, NfOM Univtrtity-

9
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VII. The Atlantic Provinces
CUTID IV ANDmW MACPHAIL, P.R.S.C, Pnkiut la M-CUl Uninnily i Uiiut The

Univcnity MagKiine.'

Hi. 1 HE ATLANTIC PROVINCES IN THE DOMINION
' ANDRIW MACPHAIL, P.R.S.C.

7«. THE ACADIAN SETTLEMENTS AND EARLY
HISTORY, 1604-1713

W. O. KAVUOND, LL.D.. F.R.S.C. AKhdMconofSt John.

77. NOVA SCOTIA UNDER ENGLISH RULE, 1713-17*3

ARCHIBALD MACMECHAN, Ph.D.. Pntcuor in Dklhoiuie UaiMnlty.

7S. THE LOVALIS ' ^TTLEMENTS IN NEW BRUNS-
WICK AND .f '-AAL HISTORY, 1783-1867

W. O. RAV^('• '
,
LL.D., F.R.aC

79. THE LOYA 1ST 'JETTLEMENTS IN NOVA
SCOTIA AND GENERAL HISTORY, 1783-1867

ARCHISALD MACMICHAN, Ph.D.

8a THE HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
AIIORIW HACPKAIL. F.R.S.C.

81. NOVA SCOTIA: POLITICAL HISTORY, 1867-19"
ARCHIBALD MACnECHAN, PkJX

82. NEW BRUNSWICK: POLITICAL HISTORY, 1867-

1913
^ W. O. RAVnOND. LL.D., F.R.S.C

THE PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE ORSANIZATIONS
TAXATION AND FINANCE IN THE PROVINCES

la. THE JUDICIAL SYSTEMS OF THE PROVINCES

J88. MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE PROVINCES
CHARLES nORSE. K.C., D.C.L., HaffMnu of lh« Each«iu« Cowt of

Caiuda.

/S7. HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN NOVA SCOTIA
AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

A. H. nACKAY, LL.D., F.R.5.C SupCTintMdmt of EAicUtoa,

Halifax. N S.

jSS. HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN NEW BRUNSWICK
C. U. HAY, n.A.. r.R.5.C., l^iior "Hie Educatiocul Review,' St John,

N.a

89. THE ATLANTIC COAST FISHERIES
JOHN J. COWIB, E>epkrtBiaii of Marine and Fiibericm. Ottwra.

90. FOREST RESOURCES OF THE PROVINCES
R. B. niLLBR. HJL, n.F., fTofeuor of FvnUr, Uaivmitr of Nmt

Bruiwtrtck.

91. HISTORY OF FARMING IN THE PROVINCES
nSLVILLE CUnniNG. riincipiil. Collece of Agrieaitnrc, Trura, N.S.

8L MINES AND MINING IN THE PROVINCES
p. H. SEXTON, Director oT Technical EdUGfttu»,Hali&u, N~S.

ProvincUl

and Local

Gofcrnimnt

Education

Induitrlal

Histof7 and

Resources
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VIII. The Province of Quebec
Editio iy ALPKBO D. DiCILLBS, CUO., LL.D., Omral UfaniUn of the Dominion I'lliuint.

n. QUEBEC IN THE DOMINION
ALPRID D. DtCILLCS, C.n.C, LL.D.

94. THE HABITANT, HIS ORIGIN AND HISTORY
ALFUBD D. DtCELLES, C.n.C, Lt.D.

St. ENGLISH SETTLEMENT IN QUEBEC
V. D. LICHTHALL, K.C.. P.R.S.C., Author of • The FiJm Cli««nljcr

M. POLITICAL HISTORY OF QUEBEC, 1867-1913

ALnUD D. DKILLSS, C.M.C.. IL.0.

PioiMer

Scttleonit and
PoUtlcal Hiitonr

Prarincial

and Local

GoTemment
and Law

97. THB PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION
98. PKOVINCIAL TAXATION AND FINANCE

B. T. D. CHANBERS, Auihoi-of The 0»n»Bich«,' etc.

99. THE CIVIL CODE AND THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM
F. P. WALTON, LL.D., Dean of the Pacuttjr of taw, M<tiill UniTtnilr.

100. THE PARISH SYSTEM OF QUEBEC
A D. DtCBLLES, C.n.C, LL.D,

101. CITY GOVERNMENT IN THE PROVINCE
W, D. LIGHTHALL, K.C , LL,D,

Education

1 102. FRENCH EDUCATION, 1635-1760

I

ABBi A E. GOSSELIN, Kertor ^r Uval Univerailjr, Quebec.

{
103. FRENCH EDUCATION, 1763-X9U

• ABBE ADELARD DBSROSIERS, ProTeuor in Jacquea Caiiicr Normal

1 School. Vlonireal,

104. HISTORY cm; ENGLISH EDUCATION IN QUEBEC
I GEORGE V. MJinELEE, D.C.L., EnKliih S«crturr of Public In-

atniKiton, (>«bK.

Industrial

History and
Resources

105. HISTORY OF FARMING IN QUEBEC
J. C. CHAPAIS, Auictant Dairy Commiuioner of CwuulL

106. THE FISHERIES OF QUEBEC
E. T. D. CHAMBERS, Author of - The OutuianLche,' etc

107. FOREST RESOURCES OF QUEBEC
E. T. D. CHAMBERS.

108. MINES AND MINING IN QUEBEC
r. D. ADAMS, Ph.D., F.R.S., Dun of lh« l-aculiy of Applied bciencc.

M'GiUL'nirersiiy,
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IX. The Province of Ontario
Ei>iT«M»A. H. U. COLQUHOUN, LL.D., D«p«iT>«lnl««o'M"<«l«fotO«»ld.

109. ONTARIO IN THB DOMINION
A. H. D. COLQOHOON, LL.I>.

Pioneer

Settloncnt and

PeUtlad HtstofT

ProTincUl

and Local

Gufu luncnt

Educatioa

Industrial

HistoiT and

Resources

UO. THB PIONBBRS OF UPPBR CANADA
A. C. CASSILNAH. Priiici[»I. Normi] Sctenl, Ne*1k taj; and

J. H. COYKt. &lilor'Tli«T»lhoiP»pwi."tIe.

111. POLITICAL HISTORY OF ONTARIO, 18«7-I9I»

v. S. VALLACI, Lmiiuvt In HUtorr, UntwalirofToraila.

/IH. THE PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION
THOnAS nULVBY, K.C.. Under SnenUfj o( SUM. Oluwk.

118. PROVINCIAL TAXATION AND FINANCE
JAMBS MAYOR. Prtrfeiwr of Poliiicnl Uconomjr, Uniwrrilf o( TDronto.

114. THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF ONTARIO
THOMAS HULVrr, IC.C

116. MUNICIPAL HISTORY, I79i-ia67

ADAM SHORTT, CH.C, LL.D,

lit. MUNICIPAL HISTORY, 1867-19:3

I K.. MOKAY. Editor ' Tlw Mnnicipnl Woftd." SI Thomna.

U7. THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF ONTARIO
VILLIAM PAKBNHAM, t>«in of lh« DcputnMnt o( Edmalion. Uniwt-

(ilj of Toronio.

118. HISTORY OF SECONDARY AND HIGHER EDU-
CATION

KENKBTH BBLL. nJHOxoai. rotnwrlr of Ihe Uniwtiityot Toronto.

/11». HISTORY OF FARMING IN ONTARIO
C. C. JAMES, M.A., C.M.G., en-DeFJty Mininer ol A«ricultur« for

120. FOREST Rn?OURCES OF ONTARIO
B. E. FErtNOV, LL.D., Deut of the DepftniDcnl of Vomttj, L'nivanitj

of Toronto,

121. MINES AND MINING IN ONTARIO
V. G. MILLER, LL.D., Prorincial Geologln.

122. THE FISHERIES OF ONTARIO
E. T. D. CHAMBERS, Author of TheOii4n*niche,'«e.
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X. The Prairie Provinces
£.„,. „ D. M. OUMCAH. U.A.. A.,h«. o( -n- s,., .„». c^u. r.„,l./

''"
™D. E.'^«'5!5,'i°^""=«»

'" THB DOMINION

124. THB RED RIVER SETTLEMENT
'"SI*?."*"""' "*• '°~* "^"^ ^ """r. "-"^.r «

Settlcmeot,

Geacnl tnd
Political HiMoiy

Prarlndal

ud Local

GoTerament

Bducatloii

Economic
Reaources

12«. BCONOMIC HISTORY OF THE PRAIRIES, 1(70.

*"
"^foNr*^"*^"^

EXECUTIVE ORGANIZA-

J. A, KBIO, Afeni-aen*nil lor All«ria in l.oodon

12.. TAXATION AND pjHANCE IN THE PROVINCES

r- ^""U^^itikil^^^^ O" ™e provinces
c»^ "UKSl. K-C. D.C.I, Rc,„„„ „, ite febc,™. Coon of

I"''*'wnCm'^
institutions in THE PRO-

A. a. CLA«K. MA, IW™o,„f Eoononiic. U.i.,™i, of M.ni.obc

'"• "'
«°«I^H°rAlfi'y""°'* »• MANITOBASIDNEY E. UMO. ln.p,no, of Sooonauy Sohoo], Wimfp.,

'*'•

'"^J-S?e';S««v".^.1?''°'* '" SASKATCHEWANWALTER nOR«AV,LL.D.,I>„.,d.,„ of ,l,.l;„i,™„ of !».]„,.„„„

134. HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN ALBERTAJOHN «. «AC.ACH«A», P™f»0H.„»t„^„"^*,^,

ISe. ECONOMIC RESOURCES OF MANITOBAWILLIAM
J. BLACK. Pri„ip.l. M.»i,oba A„toto,.l,:oll,„, «,„„„

.36. ECONOMIC RESOURCES OF SASKATCHEWAN
i^"™!'""'"' *" •" "" '••""^ -' '^^'"'. i>™.™i., of

*"
^*^gS2;?.'*=

RESOURCES OF ALBERTAGEORGE HARCOORT, Dep..,, „i.u,„ ofAg^Toi" ^^3
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XI The Pacific Province

liwT» »» THOMAS

(tU.

PloMcr
Settlement,

General Hiitary

UL& Ethnology

ProTincUl

and Local

GoTcnunent

Educttion

Induttrial

HlttocT and

Retource*

(162.

The Great Notthl,j8.

of Canada I

OUTHWI lUIIQUIi. A-h- - •-"-«»• " »•""'•' "•

BBITISH COLUMBIA IN THE DOMIMIOM

THE PERIOD OF EXPLORATIOH

THOMAI OUTHWI HAMUII.

roLONIAL HISTORY, i«4»-7»

,
POLITICAL HISTORY, '»"•""

^^ „„,„„.„,„.,

ECONOMIC HISTORY. I«7i-«9«»

C H tUORIH. "'"»''" '"'"""'^""™'

,. INDIAN TRIBES OP THE 'NTERIOR

J A. TUT, e.pl-'" "• Kil'""'°li-'' '!"« '"'• "•

"r^:^«^i;r-^t:ri— >».

il HISTORY OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM

« HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN THE PROVINCE

Vktotia. B.C.

THE FISHERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

, FOREST RESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

A. C »LUHEW«>-T »4 «. A. ORAIHOBK.

,. HISTORY OF FARMING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

R E. OOSMEU.. V,ciori». B.t.

. MINES AND MINING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

E. JACOBS, o( • Tl« C.ru.'l"" M»"I i""""'-

THE YUKON

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIESTHt numn ,oQS F.R.S.C., Aulbor ol 'D.-.d

J. B. TYRRELL^ MA. F.R.O.3., '•*-=

Thonipwn. Esp'W,'
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XII. Documentary Notes

General Index

'

I
"HIS volume h designed in particular for the hittortcal student and for genend

reference. In the fint part the Authon and Editors will traverse the variuut

historical - Mitrihitn-tn'- thruughuut the work, citiny the documents and authorities

on wh.ch the narratives arc based and making critical and explanatory comment

there<«n. I n deference to the majority of ruaderi—who are avcrne to a text loaded

with footnotes—very few citations have been ^Jvcn in the body of the work ; but

the student will find these Notes in the final volume nerviceable and sufficiently

exhaustive.

The second part nf the volume will consist of the General ln.^ex. The entire

work is to be taken •* a unit for purposes of reference. Indexes to the individual

volumes have, therefore, been dispensed with, and the General Index will cover the

whole ground in one comprehensive and workable alphabetical sy.>ttem.

A special feature of the Index will be the grouping of references in hi-itorical

order, and cross-indexing under comprehensive headings, such a»

—

acadians

Agriculture

DaNKS ANl> Bankino

Ratti-ics

Canals

Clercv Resebveh

currekcv

Education

Family Compact

FUR Trade

Feudalism

FiNANCK

FliiHERtK!)

Forests

i.xmigrati0n

Labour

MANrFACTURES

Militia

MiHicN AND Mining

Kailwavs

shipiiuildino

SHIPPlNt;

Tarikfs

Treatiks

Under the ordinary indexical entries of biographical and geographical names,

it is proposed to give then and there a great deal of elementary and descriptive

information ; so that if the enquirer wishes merely a <latc, or the rank or position nf n

person or place, the Index itself will answer the question without further reference

to the body of the work.

>s


