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Roy. 5842 ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE

Text of Final Communique of .the Asian-African Conference
issued at Bandung, Indonesia, April 24, 1955.

., The Asian-African conference, convened by the
Governments of Burma, Ceylon, India,Indonesia and Pakistan,
met in Bandung from the 18th. to 24th of April, 1955.

In addition to the sponsoring countries, the
following twenty-four countries participated in the
conference: :

Afghanistan, Cambodia, People's Republic of China,
Egypt, Bthiopia, Gold Coast, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan,
Laos, Lebenon, Liberia, Libya, Nepal, the Philippines,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Democratic
Republic of (North)Vietnam, State pf Vietnam and Yemen.

e The Asian-African conference considered the
position of Asia and Africa and discussed ways and means
by which their peoples could achieve the fullest economic

cultural and political cooperation.

A. Economic Cooperation:

1. The Asian-African conference recognized the
urgency of promoting economic development in the Asiah-
African region. There was general desire for economic
Cooperation among the participating countries on the basis
of mutual interest and respect for national sovereignty.

o Bao - “The proposals with regard to economic cooperation
wifhiﬁ"the”garticipating countries do not preclude either
the desirability or the need for cooperation with countries

outside the region, including the investment of foreign

Capital.

Tt was further recognized that assistance being

received by certain participating countries from outside
. the region through international or under bilateral arrange-
ments had made a.valuable contribution to the implementation

Of their development programmes.

2. The participating countries agree to provide
. technical assistance to one another, to the maximum extent
- Practicable, in the form of:

Experts, trainees, pilbt projects, and equip-
ment for.demonstration purposes;

Exthange of know-how and establishment of national
and--where possible--regional training and research
institutes for imparting technical knowledge and skills
i? cooperation with the existing international agen-
Cles, ;
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need for stabilizing commodity trade in the region.

lateral trade and payments was accepted. H0wever,'itW*5
recognized that some countries would have to take recours’
to bilateral trade arrangements in view of their pre-
:¥ailing economic conditions.

‘collective action be taken by participat es 10’ .
stabilizing international prgcgs of agg éggaggu?giiprdmﬁqg
commodities through bilateral and multilateral arrange®®
and that as far as practicable and desirable they should
adopt a unjfied approach on the subject in the United
Nations Permanent Advisory Commission on International
Commodity Trade and other international forums.
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The Asian-African conference recommended:

The early establishment of a special United
Nations fund for economic development;

~~ The allocation by the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development of a greater part of
its resources to Asian-African countries;

The early establishment of an international
finance corporation, which should include in its
activities the undertaking of equity investment; an@

Encouragement of the promotion of joint venturé
among Asian-African countries in so far as this wil
promote their common interest.

The Asian-African conference recognized the Vi“y

The principle of ‘enlarging the scope of multiﬂ;

The Asian-African conference recommended tha;i
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10. The Asigh-African conference emphasized the
particular signif cance Qf' the development of nuélear -
energy for‘peaceful purposes-ror Asiaantricanvcogntries.

The conference welcomed the initiative of the
powers principally concerned in offering to make gfailable
information regarding the use of atomic energy for peaceful
purposes;

Urged the speedy establishment .of an international
atomic ‘energy agency which should’ provide for adequate
representation of the Asian-African countries on the exg-
cutive authg;ity of the agency; ang :

Recommended that Asian and African governments
take full advantage of the training and’ other facilities
in the peaceful use of atomic energy offered by the countries
sponsoring such programmes,

14% The Asian-African conference agreed to the
appointment of liaison officers in participating countries,
to be nominated by their respective national governments
for the exchange of information and matters of mutual
interest.

It recommended that fuller use should be madé
of the existing international organizations, and partici-
pating countries who were not members of such international
organizations but were eligible should secure membership.

3@s The Asian-African conference recommended that

there should be prior consultation of participating countries
in international forums with a view, as far as possible, to
furthering their mutual economic interest: oIt is, however,
not intended to form a regional bloec.

B. Cultural Cooperation:

15 ;s The Asian-African conference was convinced that
ambnk the most powerful means of promoting understanding
amdﬁg nations is the development of cultural cooperation.
Asia and Africa have been the cradle of great religions

and civilizations which tiave enriched other cultures and
civilizations while themselves being enriched in the process.

Thus the cultures of Asia and Africa are based
on spiritual and universal foundations. Unfortunately,
cultural qontacts among Asian and African countries were

interrupted during the past‘centurieg.

eople of Asih and Africa are now animated
by a keen Egg gingere desire to renew their old cultural
contacts and develop new ones in the context of the modern
world. All participating governments at the conference
reiterated their declaration to work for closer cultural

Cooperation.

54 The Asian-African conference took pote of the
fact that the existence of colonialism in many parts of

Asia and Africa, in whatever form it may be, not only

Prevents cultural co-operation but also suppresses the

' ‘national cultures of the peoples.
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| Some colonial powers have denied their dependent
peoples basic rights in the sphere of eduication and cultu
which h"a'mgers the development of their persecnality and
also prewents cultural intercpurse with other Asian and
African peoples. | ¥

This is particularly true in the ¢ase of Tunisi¥
Algeria and Morocco, where the basic right of the peopld
to study their own language and culture has been suppresﬁﬁ_
3 Similar discrimination has been practiced
against African and Colored people in some parts of the
Continent of Africa.

The conference felt that these polieies amount
to a denial of the fundamental rights of man, impede #
cultural advancement in this region and alsp hamper cult¥
cooperation on the wide international plan.

The conference condemned such a denial of fundd’
mental pights in the sphere of education and culture in
some parts of Asia and Africa by this and other forms Of
cultural suppression.

In particular, the conference condemned
racialism as a means of cultural suppression.

33 It was not from any sense of exclusivdness or W
rivalry with other groups of nations and other &iviilizatd
and culture that the conference viewed the development 0
cultural cooperation among Asian and African countries.

True_to the age-o}d tradition of tolerance and
universality, the conference believed that Asian and
African cultural co-operation should be developed in thé

larger context of world cooperation.
. Side by side with the development of Asian—Afrﬁﬁ
cultural cooperation the countries of Asia and Africa d¢°

to develop cultural contacts with others. This would .,
enrich their own culture and would also help in the pro®
tion of world peace and understanding.

b
4, There are many countries in Asia and Africa whi
have not yet been able to develop their educational,
scientific and technical institutions.

The conference recommended that countries in
Asia and Africa which are more fortunately placed in ¢

Such facilities should also be made availabl®
to the Asian and African People in Africa, to whom

j
Aggggzgunities for acquiring higher education are at Prae

0/
5 The Asian-African confe s
rence fe the P
tion of cultural cooperation among countri:stggtAsia an’
Africa should be directed towards: ﬁ
il

(A) The acquisition of knowledge pf each other co?”

(B) Mutual cultural exchange and,

(C) Exchange of information, J
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6. The Asian-African -onferdhbe was of the opinion
that at lLis stage the best results in culfural co-operation
would be achieved by pursuing bilateral arrangements to
implement its recommendations and by each couniry taking
action on ‘its own wherever possible and feasible.

C. Human Rights and Self-Determination

v The Asian-African Conference declared ifs full
support of the fundamental principles of human rights

as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and took
note of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a
common standard of achievement for all peoples and all

nations. >

The conference declared its full support of the
principle of self-determination of peoples and nations as
set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and took
note of the-United Nations resolutions on the right of
peoples and nations to self-determination, which is a -
prerequisite of the full enjoyment of all fundamental human
rights. ,

2, The Asian-African conference deploréd the policies
and practices of racial segregation and diserimination
which form the basis of government and human relations in
large regions of Africa and in other parts of the world.

, Such conduct is not only a gross violation of
human rights but also a denial of the fundamental values
of civilization and the dignity of man.

! The conference extended its warm sympathy and
support for the courageous stand taken by the victims of
‘“raecial discrimination, especially by the peoples of African
‘and ‘Indian and Pakistani origin in South Africa; applauded
all ‘those who sustained their cause; reaffirmed the deter-
mination of Asian-African peoples to eradicate every trade
of racialism that might exist in their own countries; and
pledged 'to use its full moral influence to guard against’
the danger of falling victims of the same evil in their
struggle to eradicate it. ;

a3 In view of the existing tension in the Middle
East caused by the situation in Palestine and of the danger
of that tension to world peace; the Asian-African conference
declared its support of the rights of the Arab people of
Palestine and called for the implementation of the United
Nations resolutions on Palestine and of the peaceful settle-
ment of the Palestine question.

D, ProbIegs of Dependent People:

13 The Asian-African conference, in the context of
its expressed attitude on the abolition of colonialism,
supported the position of Indonesia in the case of West
Irian (Dutch New Guinea) on the relevant agreements between
Indonesia and the Netherlands. :

The Asian-African conference urged the Netherlands
Government to reopen negotiations as soon as possible to
implement their obligations under the above-mentioned agree~
ments and expressed the earnest hope that the United Nations
could assist the parties concerned in finding a peaceful
solution to the dispute.



o i 34

2. In view of the unsettled situation in North
Africa and of the persisting denial to the peoples of
North Africa of their right to self-determination, the
Asian-African conference declared its support of the :
rights of the people of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia to
self-determination and independence and urged the French
Government to bring about a peaceful settlement of the
issue without delay.

E. Promotion of World Peace and Cooperation:

1. The Asian-African conference, taking note of i
the fact that several states have still not been admitte
to the United Nations, considered that fpr effective
co-operation for world peace membership in the United i
Nations should be universal, called on the Security Coun‘
to support the admission of all those states which are
- qudlified for membership in terms of the Charter.

In the opinion of the Asian-African conferenc®

gg:bﬁgi;owénglcoungries which were represented in it--

l1a, Ceylon apan, Jordan, Laos, Li and
United Vietnam--&ere.so’qualifiéd. i g L

‘ The conference considered rthat t ’ entatioﬁ
of the countries of the Asian-African regigg ggngz Semﬂif
“Council in relation to the Principle of equitable geog¥d”
phical distribution was inadequate.

It expressed the viey that a o

, sr dis“

s i Srdens glompermanent:seats; the §rian ateiont couty
‘ it S arrangement arrived at in n 1988

are precluded from being elected, should beng:g?eé to

-serve on the Security Council so t

serv hat they. e ¥
effective contribution to the maintenanggy ?ight magtimﬂl
peace and Security, : o, -
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to reach agreement to suspend experiments with such
weapons..

The conference declared that universal dis-
armament is an absolute necessity for the preservation
of peace and requested the United Nations to continue
its efforts and appealed to all concerned speedily to
bring about the regulation, limitation, control and
rediction of all armed forces and armaments including the
prohibition of the production, experimentation and use
of all weapons of mass destruction and to establish
effective international control to this end.

, 3. . The Asian-African conference supported the
position of the Yemen g#n the case of Aden and the southern
parts of Yemen known as the protectorates and urged the
parties concerned to arrive at a peaceful settlement of
the dispute,

¥, Deélaration of Problems of Dependent Peoples:

The Asian-African conference discussed the
problems of dependent peoples and colonialism and the
evils arising from'the subject to what'is stated in the
following paragraph, the conference is agreed:

b » In declaring that colonialism in all its mani-
| festations is an evil which should speedily be brought to
an end;

2. In affirming that the subjection of peoples to
alish subjugation, domination and exploitgt;onﬂconstitute
a denial of fundamental human rights is contrary to the

Charter of the United Nations and 1is an impediment to the

promotion of world peace and co-operation; B s

3, In declaring its support of the cause of freedom
and independence for all such peoples; and,

4, In calling upon the powers concerned to grant

freedom and independence to such peoples. = 2

'G. Declaration of Promotion of Wor d Peace and Co-operation:
; thought

e Asian-African conference gave anxious

to the queﬁgion of world peace and co-0 eration. It viewed

with deep concern fhe present state of ‘nternational tension

with its danger of an Atomic world war.

The problem of peace is correlative with the

tion
ternational gecurity. In this connec
zigbigftgﬁ :gould cp—operatebesgeg;:lizasggggghoghgrma_
s in bringing abou
gg;g:dag:ttgg elimination of nuclear weapons under effec-

tive international control.

international peace can be promoted
and 1ea£neggi;yw=zy be used exclusively for peaceful
pgrpnuc This would help answer the needs, particularly
O A:::.and Africa, for what they urgently require are
social progress and petter standards of 1life in larger

freedom.
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Freedom and peace are interdependent. The
right of self-determination must be enjoyed by all -
peoples and freedom and independence must be granted
with the least possible delay to those who are still
dependent peoples. :

¥
Indeed all nations should have the WLEht
freely to-chodose their own political and economic systems
and their own way of 1life in conformity with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Free from distrust and fear and with confidence
and goodwill toward each other, nations should practice
tolerance and live together in peace with one another as
good neighbours and develop friendly co=operation on the
basis of the following principles:

1. Respect for the fundamental human rights and
for the purposes and principles of the charter of the
United Nations.

A Respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of al1 nationg, .

k U Recognition of the eguality of all races and
of the equality of all nations large and small.

L, Absterdtions from intervention or interference
in the internal affairs of another country.

b, Respect for the right of each nation to defend
itself singly or collectively in conformity with the
fharter of the United Nations.

6A.. Abstention from the use of arrangements of
collective defense to serve the particular interests of
any of the big powers.

=% aur?
&B. . Abstention by any country from exerting preSQﬂe
on other countries. 3

L. Refraining from acts or threats of aggressionraf
the use of fofce against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any country.

8. Settlement of all international disputes by
peaceful means such as negotiation, conciliation, arbi-
tration or judicial settlement, as well as other peaaefu
means of the parties' own choice in conformity with theé
Charter of the United Nations.

9. Promotion of mutual interest and co-opeta t108*
3 01'15
10. Respect for justice and international oblizati 1

The Asian-African conference declares its cO% |
viction with friendly co-operation in accordance with ﬂ;‘
principles would effectively‘contribute to the maintend”
and promotion of internationa] peace and security whilgg’
Sgaggegafiog in thg économic, social and cultural r1§1b¢w5
elp bring about th 11-
of g11. g € common prosperity and we
w
The Asian-African conference recommended tha %y
full spongpring countries should consider the next meeti |

of the conference in consul rie
concerned. tation with other count




