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INTRODUCTION.

A General Meeting of the Lay As-
sociation of Montreal, in support of the
Syned ofCanada in connection with the
Church of Scotland, was lately held, at
which a Committee was appointed to
superintend the publication ofa month-
Iy Missionary Record and Religious Pa-
per. Since the formation of the Associ-
ation in 1845, the Office-bearers have
circnlated throughout the Province sav-
eral hundred copies of the Mission
Recordspublished at Edinburgh by a
Committee of the Church of Scotland ;
and they have received from wany
quarters the gratifying assurance that
they have been perused with interest,
and had a beneficial effect in preserv-
mg in Canada a kindly interest in
the fortunes and prospects of the
Church herself, and of her Mission-
ary Schemes. The Lay Association,
however, have felt, and they know
that the fecling is participated in by a
large portion of their fellow Presby-
terians throughout the Province, that a
Paper is much wanted, which, while
it will afford ample information upon
all points of interest connected with the
Church, should, at the same time, by
discarding what is of purely local
consequence in Scotland, make room
‘or statements of the progress of the
Gospel in Canada, and of the success
of the more important Missionary en-
terprises of . Evangelical Christians
of all dendminations throughont the
world. Hence the day Association
have directed the publitation of « The
Presbyterian ;” and the Gommittes ap-
pointed to superintend it, have been
Tequired to sttend principally to the

following points ; first, the preparation |
of a monthly digest of such proceed- |
Ings in tho Presbyteries or Synod of
Canada as are likely to prove of gen-
eral interest, accompanied by remarks .
on the progress of our Church ; second,
;he preparation of a chronicle, show-
ing the nature, extent, and success of
the Missionary Schemes of the Church
of Scotland ; third, the preparation of a
similar account of the principal Mis-
sionary work of other Evangelical
bodies ; and fourth, the publication of
short reviews or notices of new re.
ligious publications, accompanied by
extracts, with other otiginal matter for
which space can be afforded. There
is little scope, it will be observed, af-
forded for the display of originality ;—
indeed ¢ The Presbyterian” aims ra-

ther at producing a faithfui, though
necessarily condensed, view of the la-|
bours of others, than at the production
of original treatises or strictures on
passing events, which may find a more
appropriate place in other publications.
It hos been the earnest injunction of
the Lay Association, and it is no less
the desire of their Commilttee, to abstain
from ail unnecessary controversy in
the pages of « The Presbyterian.” If
the Church, with whien it is their
highest pride and happiritas to be con-
nected, be attacked, they trust that
they shall be enabled at ali times suc-
cessfully to defend her, and in language
becoming Christian men. It appears
to the Committee that the evils flowing
from recent unhoppy events in the
Church in Scotland, in Canada, and
elsewherehave been greatly aggravat-
ed by the aumerons injudicious pam-
phiets with which the press has tecro-
ed. The original causes of difference
have frequently been lost sight of, or
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misrepresented, and the great argument
begun for elucidating a high religious
and national principle, has not unire.
quently degenerated into a mere person-
al altercation and gladiatorial display,
The readers of « The Presbyterian®
will find in its editorim columns no-
thing that shall tend to increase, or to
keer alive,this deplorable stateof things
"I'hose entrusted with its management,
are more desirous of healing the
wounds, which have been inflicted on
the Church, than of tearicg them open
afresh. Itis their firm persuasion, also,
that, in the midst of fierce contending
debates, the great fact has been not un-
frequently lost sight of, that to the per-
senal piety of its members are the pros-
perity and iucrease of the Church
maicly to be ascribed. To produce
an ejevated tone of Christian character,
and to excite a friendly feeling for the
Missionary work throughout the world,
by whatever truly Evangelical Church
conducted, appear cbjects. deservin
the attention of all good men; and,
shounld the Committee succeed, even in
a limited way, in achieving these pur-
poses, they will consider that their
tabours shall not have beer in vain.
Should the pages of ¢« The Pres-
byterian” be honoured by the perusal
of some members of other Churches,
the Committee feel that no excuse is
necessary for the prominence which
they will find given to all that relates
to the Synod of Canada and to he
Church of Scotland. ‘Fenderly attach-
ed, both by convictivn and sentiment,
to these Churches of the Redeemer ;
remembering the long arrear of grat-
tude, which not only%cozland, but the
whole Protestant world, owes to the
National Church for her firmnese in
the dark days of oppression, for her
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modesty and forbearance in the sun-
shine of prosperity, and for her life-
gwvmg, soul-preserving lessons at all
tiaes, the Commitlee feel that they
would be undeserving the name of
Presbyterians, did they not use their
best endeavours to strengthen her
hands, to commend her wstitutions as
an example to others, and, by all the
humble means in their power, to in-
crease her uscfulness and stabality.

« The Presbyterian” will be pub-
lished monthly, price 5s. currency per
annum. Ministers and others friendly
to the undertaking, on s nding 2us.,will
be supplied with five copies. ‘The Com-
mittee of the Liay Association, entrusted
with the publication, earnestly cail on
their friends throughout the Proviuce
to support them with their coutribu-
tions at as early a period as possible;
and they will, at all times, be glad to
receive articles detailing the progress
of the Gospel in their several localities.

Though not under the control or
guidance of the Synod, this publica-
tion has its best wishes for support, as
will be scen from the following extract
from the Minutes of last Session :—

The Synod had laid before thema communication
from the Ajontreal Lay Association in regard to the
publication of a Mon'hly Missionary Magazne,
after the mode) « { the Church of Scotland Missionary
Record, as coutemplated by them.  After mature
deliberation, the Synud agreed to give the proposal
their cordial sapport, and recommend Miusters and
Elders to give their best cforts to oblain subscribers
and promote the circulation of the Magazine.

Al leiters to be post-paid, and addressed “ Edifor
of the Presbyterian,” Montreal, not luler than the
35tk of cach month.

THE CHURCH IN CANADA,

Usper this departuient will be compris-
ed all local ccclesiastical intelligence, and
such original papers as will tend to pro-
mote the good and welfare of the Presby-
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framed from o perfect knowledgo of theex-
isting cvil, both in its ageregate and in
its details. If, within our own sphere, we
shall contribute to enlarge the stock of in-
formatiou on points connected with the re-
ligious and social interests of the commu-
nity, we eonceive that we shall have dis-

we will leave it to those, whose peculiar
‘husiness it is, from the materinl that we
iand others may from time to time place
within their reach, to frame such enlirged
and liberal measures of policy as will draw
forth the awple ratural resourees of the
country, and estabi'sh on a firm basis the
happiness and peacs of the Colonists.

We would respeetfully invite the corre-
spondence of those who take an interest in
the welfare of the Preshyterian Church in
Canada, and more especially of those who
have the means of ascertaining correctly
the numbers and condition of its members
in the more romote seitlements.

We look forrward with aunxious expecta~
tion for the Report of the Deputation of
the Chureh of Scotland. They have fin-
ished their work in this country, and every
part of it they have done well.  Their
course was noiseless; but they came not to
stir up strife, but to preach the Gospel of
peace. Their mission has strengthened the
hands and cencouraged the hearts of their
brethren, and comforted the minds of many
of their countrymen under great trials.
We could have wished, that the peculiar
claims of their own flocks upon their ser-
vices, had permitted them to remain a little
longer to feed with the bread of life those
whom they found in the wilderness.  Yet.
short as their stay among us was, we have
good reason for believing that it has been
blessed unto many.  The detailed accounts
of their arduous labours, and of the impres-
sions left on their minds, during the accom-
plishment of their mission, will be an iute-
resting and important document; inas-
much as it will throw much light on the
spiritual condition of their Colonial breth-

charged an important public duty; and;

ren, and awaken a deep interest in_ their,

THE PAST YEAR.

MINISTERIAL CHARACTER j——ODITUARY j-—
DEPUTATION.

In taking o retrospective view of our
Church during th. past year, many circum-
stancer demamd our most unfeigned grati-
tude to its Divine Head, who has vouch-
safed us so many tokers of His favour.
On satisfactory grounds, and yet without
any vain boasting, we may say that our
Ministers have been faithfully and labori-
ously cmployed in their great work of

| preaching the Gospel, and discharging the

duties of the pastoral office.  Amidst many
trials and discouragements, they have held
on their way, confiding in His protection
and blessing, whose messengers they are.
Time is mitigating the bitterness of some
of those trials to which we have referred,
and the confusion, which they produced, is
passing away. Those who have gone out
fram uo, have lust the power, if they have
not lost the disposition, to hurt us. * They
that trust in the Lord shall bo as Mount
Zion, that cannot be removed, but abideth
for cver.”

It must be regarded as strong cvidence
on the part of some of our Ministers, that
they have borne so meckly the numerous
calumnies that have been heaped upon
them, and widely circulated in their native
country,—where every good man wishes
to stand well.  These injurious charges,
made by hasty and casual visitors, who
could have no personal knowledge of the
Ministers whom they defamed, and who
evidently did not listen to any testimony
favourable to them, were intended to affect
not only their ministerial fidelity, but their
moral character. The vindictive partizan
may presume to pass judgment on a Pres-
byterian 3Minister from the rumours and
surmnises which may be picked up in any
congregation among the disaffected ; but
all candid and honest men will repro-
bate such a proceeding. A few persons in
Scotland may be deceived by the calumnies
which have been circulated there against

terian Church in Canada in conncction! favour among their countrymen at home, | the abilities and diligence of the Ministers
with the Church of Scotland. The condi-! as well as tend to conceutrate and harmon- | of gur Synod; but the defamation of good

tion of many of the settlements, in regard
to religious and intcllectual education, has
hitherto been but imperfectly known, from
the want of a proper organ of Lomimunica-
tion with the public mind. The efforts
that have been made to remedy the exist-
ing spiritual destitution,and furnish a sound
and wholesome cdueation, based on the
principles of the Gospel, (the only kind of
cducation which, in our opinion, will pro-
mote the peace, order, and prosperity of a
community), have been rather of a partial
rature than designed to meet, and gradu-
ally remove, the broad mass of ignorance
and irreligion that unhappily prevails. And
cven the partial remedies, that have been

employed, have too often been impaired, oi

altogether frustrated, by local prejudices,
or the contentions of rival seets. No of-
fective remedy can be applied, but onc

ize the efforts that may be made to amclio-
rate their condition. As soon as we re-
ceive any authentic account of the Mission
of the Deputation, we will not fail to lay
the leading points before our readers.

We wonld also request, from Presbytery
Clerks, the favour of being furnished from
time to time with such narratives of the
proceedings of the Presbyterics as may be

, considered of general interest, and copics
of such public documents as it would be of
'advantage to circulate widely among the
; members ofthe Church. And we carnestly
hope that the information, thus obtained,
will enable us to present such a view of the
cxisting destitution, as will call into vigor-
ous and cffective operation such measures
1 38, with the blessing of God, we may hope,
Ish.;lel ameliorate, and ultimately remove the
evil,

men can never attain mora than a terepor-
ary triumph. And we are persunded that
our Ministers in  Glengary and Beauhar-
nois, who have suffered most by it, will
come out unhurt from the ordeal. Some
of them have borne the burden and heat of
the day,—have made great sacrifices, and
endured msany toils and privations in
their sacred calling,—sacrifices, toils, and
privations from which their accusers would
shrink ;—and, in the grace of God, their
reward will, in no degree, be diminished by
the slanderous accusations which have been
propagated to their prejudice.

During the last year two Ministers of
the Synod have been removed by death,—
the Rev. William Durie, and the Rev.
James Loambie, both of them in the mid-
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time of their days, and while devotedly en-
gaged in their Master’s work. The decp
sorrow felt by their respective congrega-
tions on account of their bereavement,
testified the high estimation in which they
were held as their pastors, and ministers
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Durie had
filled his pastoral charge in Bytown for a
period somewhat less than a year: yet
he had won the affectionate confidence of
his people by his edifying ministrations,
and the meekness of wisdom by which all
his pastoral intercourse was characterized.
While, in the fearless discharge of his duty,
he carried the consolations of religion to
some Irish Presbyterian emigrants, infected
with that epidemic which has carried off
so many of them, he fell a victim to the
same disease; and again is our church in
Bytown, sceond to none in Canada West
for its numbers and respectability, left
without o pastor. The field of the late
Mr. Lambie’s missionary labours was very
wide,—extending, we believe, over several
townships ; yet the frequency and regulari-
ty with which ho visited his scattered flock,
were most exemplary: and what strength
of principle and laborious efforts this re-
quires, can be known only to those who
have had experience of our Canadian roads
every where, aud espedially in new settle-
ments,  In addition to his pastoral duties,
he was always ready to exccute a full share
of that business which devolved upon him
as a member of our ceclesiastical courts.
His talent for business was exocellent, his
counsel judicious, and his deportment tem-
perate and unassuming. The removal of
these ministers, so unexpectedly, and at a
time when so much diffieulty is experienced
in filling up vacancies, is a severe visitation to
our Colonial Church. What can we do but
bow in humble submission before ITim who
hath done it, nodoubt,forsomegracious end.
—that we may be taught more implicitly to
rely upon Him, who is the Dispenser of
life to those who arce already in the vine-
yard, and who can raise up others to suc-

ceed them when they are called to their
reward ?

The second Deputation from the Parent
Chureh is an event, which, in the review of
the past year,calls for our grateful acknowl-
cdgement, as an evidence of that enlight-
ened and Christian affuction with wﬁich
she continues to follow hep children, who
have sought for homes on this coatinent.
The entire spirit with which the reverend
deputies fulfilled their mission, has left be-
hind very agreeable remembrances. The
kindness and urbanity of their personal
ingercourse, was exceeded only by the evan-
gelical fervour of their public ministrations,
They. indulged, as all who heard them
will bear witness, in no railing accusations,
—in no points of wit, or ridiculous stories
that might excite a smile and tell against
an adversary,—in no sophistical rep-
resentation of party questions,—in no
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charges against motive and character,
founded on their own views of the princi-
ples and proceedings of others who thought
differently from themselves,” When touch-
ing upon the ecclesiastical questions re-
cently controverted,—for they touched
rather than dwelt upon them, the whole
strain of their observations was both chari-
table and dignified. They freely admitted,
and even with a eulogium, the high talent
of many of those Ministers who had separ-
ated from the Church, and the purity of
motive by which they might have been
actuated ; while they elaimed for themselves
a purity of motive as sincere, and also, as
was to be expected from them, a more ac-
curate discrimination of the moral obliga-
tions of the Church, in reference to the
existing laws of its establishment. In re-
gard to the evils entailed upon the Church
in Canada, the views expressed by them
were substantially those contained in the
conclusion of the Report of the Colonial
Committee of the General Assembly for
1846 ;* the judiciousness of which will
searcely be disputed, at least by the wiser
part even of those who may have reached
a very different conclusion respecting the
merits of the controversy in Scotland. It
is, however, with their mission to us as
Ministers of Christ, that our most pleasing
recollections are associated; and the deep
impression made by their pulpit ministrations
excited the regret of. all, that their stay in
any one place was so short. When the
Church shall resolve to send a third Dep-
utation, we trust that the arrangements
will be such, that thereshall be no cause

® ¢ Thit dissensions and divisions of the same
kind as those by which the parent Church has been
afflicted, unhappily found their way into the Colo~
nial Synods and congregations, is well known ; and
that these elements of strife have there been produc-
tive cf similar and most lamentable results, is but too
certain,  Of this state of matters little, indeed, fell
under our personal observation j but by the friends
of religion, whom we met, its existence was every
where spoken of with deep regret ; nor could we do
otherwise than entirely agree with them in condemn-
ing and deploring the introduction of divisions of this
kind into the Colonies, where such introduction was
so utterly gratuitous and uncalled-for on the one
hand, and where it could not fail, on the other, to be
specially disastrous. Patronage has no existence
among them. There is no connection there between
the Church and the State, exzept, in some places,
that of a small pecuniary grant derived from public
property, which neither party, so far us we ever
heard, hud the slightest desire to repudiate. And
just as little connection had the Colonial Churches
with the Church of Scotland, in the form either of
subjection to har authority or of responsibility for
her actions. But, while division on the questions
agitated in Scotland, was in the Colonies thus en-
tirely uncalled-for and altogether gratuitous, it can-
not fail, in their circumstances, to shed in an equally
extreme degree a baleful influence on the interests
of religion there. Ina country where congregations,’
when united, are scarcely able to support a minister,
the effect of division, besides all the other evils
thence arising,must almost inevitably be the loss to
both parties of the ministrations of a spiritual la-
bourer. While disputing, and differing, and divid-
ing about matters in which neither has the slightest

practical concern, they forfeit what is of equal and
unspeakable moment to both.”

b N
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for a similar complaint, and that a Layman
of experience and worth will accompany it.

v

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF MINISTERS.Y E

By an Act passed last Session by the
Provincial Legislature, a Corporation was
created for rai and managing a Fund
for the Benefit of the Widows and Or-
phans of Ministers of the Presbyteriiy -
Synod of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland. The management of
the Trust is vested in a Board, consisting
of eight Laymen and four Clergymen.

Considering tlie small amount of stipend
which most of the Clergy throughout the
Province receive, it is not to be expected
that they could, of themselves, furnish the
sum necessary for securing even a moder-
ate annual provision for their Widows and
Orphbans. With a liberality which is high-
ly creditable to them, they have already
signified their intention of applying £3
per annum towards the purposes of the
trust ; but great reliance is necessarily
placed on the assistance to be derived from
the Laity. By direction of the Synod, a
collection is to be taken up in cach of the
Churches within their bounds, on the first
Sunday in January, or as soon thereafter
as practicable. The call thus made on the
benevolence of the members of our Chureh,
will, we hope, be heartily and liberally re-
sponded to. We think that no one will
deny, that the usefulness and respectability
of our Clergy will be greatly increased by
the creation and maintenance of the Fund
under eonsideration. The Presbyterian,
Clergyman is not unfrequently a prey te
the most lively apprehensions as to the.
condition, after his own decease, of the
faithful partner of his joys and sorrows,
and of their beloved children ; as he is com-
pelled, from the important and.responsible
character of his office, to maintain a re-
spectable appearance in society, so that he
is altogether unable, from the small amount
of his remuneration, to lay past a sum at
all sufficient for their support. 'To a
Clergyman in these depressing circum-
stances, there can scarcely be presented a
prospect more dreary and forlorn, or more
calculated to weaken his efforts in his holy
vocation, than the anticipation (as the sub-
jects cannot fail to be frequently forced
upon his mind) of what may be the
temporal circumstances of his nearest and
dedrest relatives, after his warfare on earth
has been accomplished. Let us all then,
cheerfully, at the approaching collec-
tion, do our utmost, according to our
several abilities, to place the Fund on a
respectable basis ; and we may rest assured
‘that great and permanent beneflt will re-
sult, not only to the Clergy and their rela-
tives, but to the Church generally. Re-
lieved from harassing and vexatious cares,
the Ministers will, with increased vigour

and zeal, apply themselves to their Mas-
ter'’s work,



FRENCH PROTESTANT MISSION.

By extracts from the Minutes of the
Committee of the Synod for conducting the
French Protestant Mission in Canada East,
we learn that the twwo Missionaries, Messrs.
Jacquesmort and Baridaw, whom the Rev.
M:z. Lapelletrie had, in compliance with in-
structions given him, engaged in Europe,
hawve recently arrived here, and, upon their
certificates of character and status being sus-
tained a3 satisfactory, have been respective-
ly located in the districts of Montreal and
Quebec. While communicating this grati-
fying intelligence, we regret to perceive that
the Committee, on taking into consideration
the fact that the general Fund is burdened
with a debt of £240 16s 4d, have been
under the necessity of complaining of the
supineness of many of the Congregations,
especially within the last two years, in sup-
porting this interesting Mission. They have
accordingly instructed their Convener tosend
circulars to these failing Congregations, and
the various Presbyteries, impressing upon
them the urgency of exerting themselves in
raising means in behalf of a cause so worthy
of their support. We sincerely trust that this
appeal will be liberally responded to, when
it is considered that three Missionaries are
now dependent on the Fund.

LAY ASSOCIATION OF MONTREAL.

THi1s Association, which commenced its labours
at the close of the year 1845, held its second annual
meeting on the 20th September last,the Hon. Mr.
M-Gill, President of the Association, in the chair.
After the meeting had been opened by prayer, the
annual reports of the Office-bearers and of the Treas-
surer were read. The former of these documents
alluded, in its first paragraph, to the discontinuance
of the Missionary Record from Edinburgh, in June
last ; the proposed substitution of a religious pericdi-
cal under the auspices of the Association ; and the
difficulties which had hitherto prevented its com-
mencement, but which are now happily surmounted.
The Report adds: ¢ It is gratifying to know that
the Synod of our Church, at its late meeting held at
Toronto, approved heartily of the design ; the more
80, as to the Reverend gentlemen of that Venerable
Court the Lay Association must necessarily look for
no inconsiderable or ministering portion of its con-
tents; and their exertions amongst their flocks will
be needed to ensure for it an extensive circulation.”
The next subject touched upon is the relief afforded
to congregations in want of assistance to complete
their churches. We quotethe Report : ¢ During the
year numerous applications have beun received for
aid from distant and weak congregations. These
bave, in all cases, met with attention ; and, where
the title-deeds and other circumstances have ap-
peared satisfactory, that aid has always cheerfully
been accorded ; though, from the necessary delay
in inquiries, particularly as to the nature of the
title-deeds, it is feared that it may have appeared
to some of the parties applying, that such relief
has been gomew%:t tardily afforded. Upon that
account, however, no complaints have been made ;
on the contrary, the greatest gratitude has in all
cases heen expressed towards the Association.”

The following statement exhibits the aid which
the Association has been enabled to extend since its
institution :—

To Simcoe Congregation, Canada West, £10 0
To Baint Eustache Church, to assist in
paying debt, . . . 100
To Rev. Mr. M‘Pherson, for expenses
in visiting Melbourne, . 50

0
0
t 0
To Catechist at Melbourne, . .10 0 0
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To Huntingdon Church, in aid of build-
. ing fund, . . .
To the Congregation at Chatham,
Canada West, in aid of finishing

the Church there, . .

To the Congregation of Melbourne, be-
ing the half of a sum necessary to
poy off a mortgagee, and clear the
Church from debt, . .

To the Catechist employed in and near
Melbourne, [second payment.]

To the Congregation at Chatham,Can-
ada East, under the Rev. Mr.
Mair, . . . .

To the Rev. Mr. Shanks, for expenses
while engaged on Missionary
work, . . : 5 00

To travellit expensesvof:Missi'onaries‘
e, | BEREE . 01210 0
To the Congregation at Richmond,

Canada East, . . 15 0 1
To the Congregation at South Gower,
Canada West, . . . 2% 00

power to increase greatly the number of Ministers

0| in the Province, and will be enabled to supply the

wa..ts of many, a- d, it is hoped, of all, Congrega-
tions that apply to them for Clerical teaching;
and that all such applications, properly recom-
mended, will meet with every attention and con-
sideration. This is a subject upon which we can-
not congratulate ourselves alone : it is a prospect
which must awaken the heartfelt gratitude of every
Presbyterian, may we not say of every Christian,
in Canada 9

From the remaining portion of the Office-bearers’
Report, and of that submitted by the Treasurer,
we find we have no room for making extracts;
but, the principal expenditure of the Society, un~
der its two schemes, having been already alluded
to, the omission is of less <onsequence. The As-
sociation have invested £275, arising from dona-
tions, in City Bank Stock, of which the interest
only is available for current expenses.

After the reading of the Reports, and their ap-
proval by the meeti g, the annual election of Of-
fice-bearers took place, and resulted as follows:—

£187 10 0
To which add; vote at Annual Meet-
ing to aid in re-building Laprairie
Chburch, destroyed by fire, . 5 00

. £237 10 O

Total ) - .

The amount expended from the Publication
Fund in circulating Missionary Record, &e. dur-
ing the same period, amounts to £92 3s. 1d.

The steps taken by the Lay Association, in cor-
respondence with a Committee of the Sfnod of the
Church, to form a Provincial Lay Association, are
next detailed: We quote the Report: ¢ In the
early part of the present year, and in compliance
with the wishes of the Associatien, a correspon-
dence was opened with a Committee of he Synod
of the Presbyterian Church, for the purpose of
forming a Provincial Lay Association; and it was
at first hoped that a successful result might have
been arrived at. For this purpose a Committee
was appointed, which metrepeatedly, and drafted,
after many alterations and amendments, a Consti-
tution for the contemplated society. This was,
after the approval of the Office-bearers, sent to
Upper Canada for the suggestions and co-operatio«
of the parties interested there. The result showed
that, until the organization of District Lay Associ-
ations in that part of the Province, it would be im-
possible to form any system of representation in a
Provincial Association, which conld meet the
views of individuals treating with a society already
formed. And this your Office-bearers, after much
deliberation, were compelled to state to those par-
ties with whom the correspordence had been car-
ried on, intimating, at the same time, the hopes
entertained that an awakened interest on their part
would lead to the formation of such District Lay
Associations,and so enable us {o resume the subject,
and succeed in this mostdesirable object. Hither-
to nothing has been done, which is greatly to be
deplored.® .

The visit of the Deputation of the Church of
Scotland, (the Rev. Messrs. Fowler, of Ratho,
Stevenson, of Dalry, and Mackintosh, of Aber-
deen,) is next alluded to in the Office-bearers®
Report. “In common with all Presbyterians
throughout the Province, your Office-bearers have
again to express the high giatifieation which they
have derived from the recent visit ofthe members
of the Deputation from the General Assembly of
the Venerable Church of Scotland. From them
they have received much encouragement ; and the
warm approbation expreseed of the Association’s
objects and usefalness will, doubtless, be felt by
every member as an additional stimulus to perse-
vere in the work that has been 8o well begun, and
which, if persevered in, must ,under God’s guid-
ance, lead to great and permanent good. Itis a
farther subject of cor_lgratulation that the sugges—
tions of the Deput tion have opened up another
and a most important line of usefulnegs, that is to
say, that the General Assembly has it now in its

President—Hon. Peter M<Gill.

Vice Presidents—John Frothingham, John Fisher,
Dugald Stewart, and Hew Ramsay.

Treasurer—Andrew H. Armour.

Recording Secretary—John Greenshields.

Corresponding Secretary—H. E. Montgomerie.

Managers—Neil Macintosh, John Smith, Wm.
Edmonstone, T. A. Gibson, James Scott, Hugh
Allan, John Birss, William Gunn, Alex. Simpson,
John Armour, Walter Benny, W. G. Mack, and J..
G. Mackenzie. :

Chaplains—Rev. Dr. Mathieson, and Rev. R.
M<Gill.

MEMORANDA FROM PRESBYTERY
RECORDS.
BY TRE SyNop CLERK.

1846. July 11.—Mr. Robert Penney appointed
by the Presbytery of Kingston to labour as a Catechist
at Belleville and its vicinity.

July 18.—Dr. Liddell to be a member of
the Presbytery of Kingston, having resigned the
office of Principal of Queen’s College.

August 5.—Mr. John B. Mowat appointed to
labour temporarily as a Catechist by the Presbytery
of Kingston.

August 18.—The Rev. Peter M‘Naughton, form-
erly Minister of Vaughan, having returned from
Scotland in consequence of an urgent call from his
former congregation, accepts of the same,"and his
induction is appointed by the Presbytery of Toronto.

August 20.—The Rev. William Brown, an or-
dained Minister from the Presbytery of Ahoghill, in
connection with the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
was received by the Presbytery of Toronto as a
Minister in good and regular standing, admitted as
a Probationer within their bounds, and appointed to
act as an ordained Missionary in the, Townships of
Scott, Uxbridge, and Reach.

August 20.—Mr. James Colhoun, a Missionary
from the Colonial Committee of the General Assem—~
bly of the Church of Scotland for the Presbytery of
Toronto, arrived..

September 10.—The Rev. Peter M‘Naughton in-
ducted as Minister of Vaughan by the Presbytery of
Toronto.

October T.—The Rev. Archibald Colquhoun has
his sentence of suspension from the exercise of the
functions of the Ministry removed by the Commission
of Synod, and is appointed to labour as an ordained
Missionary in the Townships of Dummer, Belmont,
Asphodel, Otanabee, and Percy, within the bounds
of the Presbytery of Kingston.

October 14.—The Rev. Alexander M‘Kid, of
Hamilton, released from Dundas and Ancaster, as
part of his pastoral charge, by the Presbytery of
Hamilton.

November 17.—Mr. William Barr, a Licentiate
of the Presbytery of Glem}ermot, in connection with
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, admitted by the
Presbytery of Toronto as a Probatibner within their
bounds.

November 18.~Mr. James Colhoun, a Licentiate




ol the Presbytery of Glaszow, and a Missionary from
the Colonial Committee of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, admitted by the Presbytery
of Toronto as a Probationer within their bounds,

December {.—Mr, John T. Paul, of Queen’s
College, licensed to preach by the Presbytery of
Montreal.

1847. Junuary 13.—A call from the congrega-
tions of Dundas and Ancaster for the Rev. Andrew
Bell, of Torouto T'owuship, sustained by the Pres-
bytery of Toronto. -

January 14.—rhe Rev. William Durie, (rom the
Church of Scuiland, inducted as Minister of St.
Andrew’s Church, Bytown, by the Presbytery of
Bathurst,

January 20.—The Rev Andrew Bell released
from the pastoral charge of the congregation of
Toronto Townshup by the Presbytery of 'Foronto.

February 3.—rhe Rev. Andrew Bell inducted as
Minister of the congregations of Dundas and Ancaster
by the Presbytery of Hamilton.

February 16.—>lr. Johu Park Chambers® license
asa Preacher witidrawn by the Presbytery of Toronto.

May 26.—The Rev. David Shanks, of St. Eus-
tache, translated to Valcartier by the Presbytery of
Montreal.

June 10.—The draft of a Bill for incorporating the
Managers of the M:nisters’ Widows’ and Orphaus’
Fund, agreed to by the Commission of Synod, and
the Three Branches of the Legislature petitioned to
pass it into a Law.

June 15.—Mr. William Barr, Probationer, or-
dained to the office of the Holy Ministry, and induct-
ed as Minister of the cougregations of Hornby and
Trafalgar by the Presbytery of ‘l'oronto.

June 23.—The Rev. William Brown inducted as

Inister of the congregations of Scoti, Uxbridge,
and Reach, by the Presbytery of Toronto. :

August 4.—The Rev. Thomas Scott appointed
by the Presbytery of Montreal to act as an ordained
Missionary at st. Eustache.

September 1.—Tie Kev. James Stewart admitted
by the Presbylery of Montreal as a Probationer
within their bounds.

September 7.—Mr. William Bell, a Licentiate of
the Presbytery of Monaghan in counection with the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, admitted by the
Presbytery of Hamilton as a Probationer within
their bounds.

September 12.—The Rev. William Durie, of By-
town, died.

_September 16.—The Rev. James Lambie, of
Pickering and Whitby, died.

The Presbytery of Moutreal met on the 2nd
November, in St.Andrew’s Church, and ordained the
Rev. James Stewart to labour in the Townships of]
Leeds, Frampton, and Inverness, in the District of
Quebcc, where the scrvices of an active and zealous
Missivnary have long been required by the Presby-
terian settlers of that section of the Province.—
Montreul Gazette.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE,

AMonG our selections under this head,
we shall always give the chief place to the
intelligence that may, from time to time, be
received from the Missionaries to India and
the Jews, acting under Mission Committees
of the General Assembly, and supported by
the Church of Scotland, The history of
these missions from their commencement is
full of interest, and, notwithstanding all the
trials through which they have pa:sed and
are passing, this interest increases, They
have been conducted by men eminently
qualified for the work, who, labouring in
it with apostolic devotedness, have not
laboured in vain. The blessing of our Lord
and Master has indeed rested upon them,
and both they who sow and they who rea
have rejoiced together, It will be gratifying
to our readers to peruse the delineations,
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given by these Missionaries from their own
ample and discriminating observations, of
the sad degradation and wretchedness in
which the myriads of our fellow-creatures
lie, who are ignorant of the true God and
of Jesus Christ whom He hath sent: and,
while such recitals deepen their commisera-
tion, they will move them to a more fervent
utterance of the Church’s continual prayer,
% Thy Kingdom come,” while every instance
of conversion, and every sign which inspires
the hope of greater success, will give fresh
energy both to their prayers and their
liberality. :

The duty of this Church in regard to
Missions has, on several occasions, occu-
pied” the attention of our Synod. On the
consideration of our overture respecting the
conversion of the Heathen, 1840, it was
recommended to all Sessions to appoint
meetings at cerfain periods for bringing the
subject of missions under the view of con-
gregations, and for united prayer in behalf
thereof, and at such meetings, or otherwise,
to make collections in aid of the General
Assembly’s Mission te India, or to the Jews,
or to any other missionary object that may
be approved by the Kirk-Session.” And
in the followingyear the Synod recommend-
ed in more explicit terms, ¢ that Ministers
and Kirk-Sessions should establish monthly
meetings for prayer in behalf of the spread
of the Gospel throughout the world, and es-

pecially in heathen lands, and among the

Jews ;—and further, that they should use
diligence in promoting the circulation of the
Missionary Record, issued under the
authority of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland ; and that they form
themselves into auxiliaries of the Parent
Church for the support of the Indian Mis
sion, and the Mission for the conversion of
the Jews, and at the monthly meetings to
receive contributions in behalf of these Mis-
sions.”  Many things have since occurred,
which have prevented these Synodical rec-
ommendations from being fully attended
to. But-the ¢ cordial support,” which the
Synod agreed to give to this publication,
may be held asevidence, that its concern
for the conversion of the world is not dimin-
ished, and that the Ministers and Mem-
bers of our Church in Canada are heartily
disposed to unite in the furtherance of that
great work which brings glory to God in
the highest, peace on earth, and good will
among the children of men.

We intend also, as we can find space
and interesting matter, to make extracts from
the Missionary Records of other Evangeli-
cal Churches. Some of these, we humbly
confess, have been in the Missionary field
long before ours, and have surpassed in
their abundant labours. We honour their
zeal, and rejoice in their success. The
Church of Christ is oNE; though it is at
present divided into distinct, and sometimes
apparently, hostile communities. But ‘in
this department we shall rarely need even
to glance at those divisions. On the Mis.
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sionary ground, in presence of the aborm-
inations and miseries of heathenism, con-
templating the devoted heralds of the Cross
studying, teaching, praying, amidst a thous-
and sacrifices, discouragements, and fears,
patiently enduring the reproach of Christ,
and not reckoning even their life dear~to
them, so that they may finish their course
with joy, and testify the Gospel of the Grace
of God,—we lose sight of denominational
peculiarities. On this ground we cannot
help being Catholic, and in this spinit it will
afford us unfeigned gratification to record
what God is doing by the hands of his-ser-
vants, though they bear not our name and
are not included within our fold.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Ezxtract from a Letter of the Rev. J. Ogilvie to-
Dr. Brunton.

Frou the November number of the
Church of Scotland’s Missionary Record,
we give the following extract from a letter
of the Rev. Mr. Ogilvie, one of the Gen-
eral Assembly’s Missionaries at Calcutta,
to Dr. Brunton, who, at the meeting of
that venerable body in May last, retired
fronr the Convenership of the Committee
for Foreign Missions, the duties of which
he had so long performed with such fideli-
ty and zeal as to call forth the unanimous
testimony of his brethren.

The extract is peculiarly interesting, in-
asmuch as it exhibits the process,by which
the mind of a young, well educated,
and inquiring Hindoo has been brought,
under the guidance of the Divine Spirit,
not merely to be convinced that the Bible
is the only revealed word of God, but,
under the pressure of his convictions, {0
break through the strongest ties of rela~
tionship and caste, and apply for and re-
ceive Christian baptism. Would that more
young men in our own land, possessing
similar or superior advantages of education,

and moving respectably in society, were
induced to test in like manner the prophe~
cies of the Old Testament by their fulfil-
ment in the New, and thereby had their
minds better confirmed in the Evidences of
Christianity !

i CALCUTTA, 12th August, 1847.

REV. AND DEAR SIR,

. . *  1am truly thank{ul to have to
inform, you that, notwithstanding the peculiar ob-
stacles to the progress of the Gospel in this land,
the Lord hath not left us without some special tokens
of His goodness and mercy. He has been pleased
to give us to see that we are not labouring alto-
gether in vain, nor ¢ spending our strength for
nought.” Two days ago a most amiable and intel-
ligent youth, named Radha Kanto Dutto, a mem-
ber of our highest class, inumaped an earnest desire
to have a private interview with me. After some
conversation, he solemnly and emphatically stated
that, having fully codnted the cost, he had now
come to the determination of, at all hazards, em-
bracing the Christian faith, In order to give you
some idea of the state of this young maa’s mind,
perhaps I cannot do better than submit to you a
paragraph or two from a note which he gave me
yesterday. tAfter some remarks regarding hig
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parents, his caste, and his age, which is somewhat
more than seventeen years, he thus pr
“ When I was able to read a little, I was sentby
my father to the Anglo-Indian Academy, where [
continued for three years to learn the English
language with great diligence, and T believed that
Hindooism was the only religion from God, and that
Ohristianity was full of absurdities. On the open-
ing of your Institution last year, I told my father
that I wished to go toit, as I would learn English
better than where I was at present. He asked me
~ ig not that a Christian institution 2 [ said, yes.
Then he said—you must not go there. I replied
that every one who reads the Bible does not become
a Christian, and that I would not be baptized. He
then gave his consent. 1 was admitted into the
second clags, where T continued for the first six
months without any impressions about Christianity.

{ndeed I had become a Deist, believing onty in
the existence of a God. After the examination of
the Institution, I learned that Tarini Churn Mitter
was going to be baptized ;—a thought arose in my
mind,—is it not strange that it is the most learned
of our young men wha are becoming Christians? I
then inquired more and more, and I found that
Christianity is the oply true religion ; and if so, why
do I not at this moment go and express my desire to
embrace this religion 2 The Bible says that ¢ He
who loveth father or mother more than Me, is not
worthy of Me.” I was coming to you, when, to my
misfortune, it was told to my father that I was goisg
to be baptized. My father, after hearing this, re-
buked me and prevented me for nearly four months
from coming to the Institution. T did not say any
thing, but I resolved in my own mind, that, when-
ever [ should find an opportunity, I would return.
To my highest delight I have been allowed to come
azain to your Institution.

» - » -

-

The reasons which chiefly
convinced me of the truth of Christianity are these.
There is a remarkable harmony existing between
the Old and the New Testaments; the prophecies
which were (oretold in the Old Testament about the
Messiah, His birth, the place of His birth, His con-
dition, His preaching, His crucifixion, and His res-
urrection. Allthe se have been evidently fulfilled in
the person of Christ. The miracles which were
performed by Christ, the sacrificing of His own life
as an atonewment for the sins of men, and many other
evidences prove that Jesus of Nazareth is really the
Son of God, the Saviour of the world. I believe
that the Bible is the only revealed word of God ; and
that it is through Christ alone that we can be saved
from the wrath of God and from everlasting punish-
ment. And, seeing that you missionaries have
come here to enlighten this country which is full of
darkness, I offer mysclf to your favour, praying to
be adinitted by baptism into the Church of Christ,
that so I may become one of God’s family, and,
through the mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, may obtain the salvation of my immortal
sul.”> Mr. Herdman has had a private conversa-
tion with the young man this morning. He is well
satisfied with regard to his knowledge, and also
with regard to the sincerity and simplicity of his
profession. Dr. Charles and Mr. Anderson will
likewise have an interview with him as soon as
possible.

His relatives are not acquainted with his resolu-
tion and views. As he is of respectable parentage,
he will have to pass through a very severe trial.
What may be the issue of that trial to which he will
unquestionably be suhjected,—whether he will be
enabled, through grace and strength (rom on High,
to resist all the temptations and allurements by
which he will be beset; and to hold fast his profes-
sion 3 and to witness a good confession,—is known
to Him alone from whoin all good counsels and all
Jjust works do proceed.*

* We rejoice to havoe it in our power, before going to
press, to convey (o our readers the gratifying intelli-
gence that Ratlia Kanto Dutto, the youth referred toin
Mr, Ogilvie's letter, has mobly pussed through the
severe trial to which, as it was to be feaved, hehas
Yecn subjected, He has preferred his Saviour to the
denrest earthly relatives, and been solemnly admitted
into the Christian Church by baptism. The decision
of the Supreme Court, before which Mr, Ogilvie aud
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In the meantime we would entreat that the spirit-
ual awakening of this youth may be an encourage-
ment to perseverance in prayer on our behalf ;—that
it may please the Lord to grant success to our feeble
efforts in His service, and graciously to water the
seed which we are endeavouring to sow. Let us
console ourseives with the assurance, that, what is
sown in weakness, He is able to raise in power.

JEWS’ CONVERSION.

Tae following interesting communica-
tions appear in the November number of
the Church of Scotland’s Missionary Record,
and are a pleasing proof of the great inter-
est taken by our venerable Parent Church
in the religious welfare of the Iouse of
Israel. The Rev. Mr. Davis has been for
some years stationed at Tunis under her
auspices; and the harvest has been found
so great as to render the services of another
labourer indispensable. For this purpose
the Rev. Mr. Margoliouth has lately been
appointed, and, as will be seen by the ex-
traets, has reached Malta on his way to
join Mr, Davis :—

We have great pleasure in inserting a portion of
the journal of the Rev. Mr. Margoliouth from the
time he left the city of Chester until he reached
Marseilles on his way to Tunis. Many of his obser-
vations on points of great difficultyare very ingenious
and well deserving of serious attention and invest-
gation. It is truly painful to find that so numerous
a body of Jews in Paris are left without a spiritual
guide to show them the way of salvation, and to
direct them to a Saviour’s cross as the only ground
of consolation and hope to the weak and fallen chil-
dren of the dust, The details and observations with
regard to the false doctrines and dangerous delusions
of Popery are valuable and imporlant, and well
adapted to check that spirit of liberalism which rep~
resents Popery and Protestantism as equally accep-
table to God and beneficial to man—or those errors
now so widely diffused, which are calculated to lead
the inhabitants of our land back o all the supersti-
tions and idolatries of the spiritual Babylon, and
cause them to forget that the Protestant faith is the
most precious legacy which we have derived from
our pious forefathers, and one which calls for our
earnest gratitude to Him from whom descendeth
every good and perfect gift.

We have had the pleasure of learning that Mr.
Margoliouth reached Malta in health and safety, and
expected soon to be able to join his esteemed brother,
the Rev. Mr. Davis, at Tunis.

May our Heavenly Father watch over and protect
them both from every danger, and render them power-
ful instruments of leading multitudes of the dispersed
of Israel to the knowledge of the truith asit is in
Jesus ¢

EVENINGS ON MY MISSIONARY EXPEDITION,
Extracted from the Journal of the Rev. Mosgs

MARGOLIOUTH, Missionary to Tunis.

August 17th. T left Chester for London, and
arrived at the latter city the following morning., I
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Hoga, the able
Hebrew translator of Dr. M‘Caul’s controversial
works against the Jews, as well as of Bunyan’s ¢ Pil-
grim’s Progress,” for the use of the London Society
for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. In the
course of my conversation with Mr. Hoga, he sug-
gested to me,il I ever visited the deserts of Arabia, to
pay particular attention to the famous i ptions
which had baffled all previous travellers. I am dis~
posed to coincide with Mr. H. in thinking,that those

his convert were summoned, allowing the youth to fol.
low his own choice, is of the utmost importance,to
missions : und reversing, as it does, an adverse judge-
ment pronovunced in 1833, affords the greatest encour-
agement, A great sensation has been produced among
the Hindoos, nnd further legal procecdings are threat.
ened. Meanwhile let us render thanks to the God of
all grace, and besecch Him t§ confirm and perfect His
geod work, and to causc even the wrath of the heathen

to praise Him,

inscriptions are the production of our ancestors, who
wrote them soon afler they received the law, and that
therefore, when deciphered, they may n:ost probubly
turn out Lo be transeripts of the decalogue, as well as
sketches of the early history of our peogle. Should
the Lord in His infinite mercies sparc me to visit
those deserts, I shall certainly endeavour to penetrate
into the meaning of those remarkable chroni-les.
The inscriptions were first noticed by Comas Indico-
pleustes in the sixth century. 1In that author’s time
the knowledge of ihe alphabet, in which the inscrip-
tions were writlen, was lost. Indicopleustcs, there-
fore, attributed them to ancient Hebrews. This cit-
cumstance alone is sufficient, to my mind, to upsct
the theories started by Professor Beer and Lepsig,
that the ancient Nabatheans were the scribes of those
records subsequently to their embracing Chrictianity.
1t is not at all unlikely that those inscriptions are
mentioned in the book of Numbers, xi. 26. The
passage, asit cccurs in the English version, runs
thus :—¢ But there remained two cf the men in the
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name
of the other Medad ; and the spirit rested upon them,
and they were of them that were writlen.” Or, as
the latter clause might have been more literally tran-
slated, ¢ and they were amongst the inscriptions.”
On examining what different travellers have written
about the locality of those inscriptions, I am convine-
ed that Eldad and Medad were then in that famous
region. By a reference to the chapter alluded to, it
will be found that the children of Israel were then at
that awfully memorable place called Kibroth Huttaa-
vah ; and no one, who has a slight knowledge of
sacred geography, will be at a lossto see that it is
the very spot where the mysterious inscriptions are
found. Dr. Rcbinson, in his Biblical Researches,
vol. i. p. 188, speaks thus :—*‘ The Sinaite inscrip-
tions are found on all the routes which lead from the
west towards Sinai, as far south as Tur. They ex-
tend to the very base of Sinai, abve the convent E!-
Arbain; but are found neither on Gebel Musa, nor
on the present Horeb, nor on st. Catherine, ner in
the valley of the convent ;- while on Scrbal they ‘are
seen on its very sumnit.”” Lord Lindsay,in his first
letter from ¢ Edoin and the Holy Land,” introduces
the same region in the following words :—* We now
entered Wady Mokatteb, a spacious valley, bounded
on the east by a most picturesque range of black
mountains, but chiefly famous for the inscriptions on
the rocks that line it, and from which it derives its
name. There are thousands of thei—ijuscriptions
too—and here is the mysiery—in a character which
no one has yet deciphered.”” Now, let the map be
taken, and it will be found that the same place that
was called by the Hebrews Kioobim, on account of the
inscriptions, is also the Wady Mokatteb of the Ara-
bians. Here I must leave this important question
till 1 have an opportunity of personally inspecting
that valley and its surrounding rocks ; and may all
tend to the glory of our Heavenly Father and His Son
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer !

Paris, Aug. 30th.—This being the last day I sha]l
spend at present in nne of the greatest cities in the
world, I must devote a portion of'it to a few remarks
respecting the impressions made upon my mind whilst
here. As Paris contains upwards of 13,000 Jews, it
might naturally be anticipated that I, who em also
one of the seed of Abraham, would remain a few days
here. 1 was greatly surprised to find that this great
number of the lost sheep of the house of Israel are
altogether uncared for. No one seems solicitous
about their eternal salvation. There is not a single
missionary amongst them to direct their attention to
Him whom to know is life eternal. Many are the
Jews who told me that they regretted not having
more frequent opportunities afforded to discuss the
evidences brought forward in favour of Christianity.

I visited the synagogue here on Saturday last.
The Jews of Paris have only one large synagogue,
and about twenty small meeting-houses. The same
form of prayers which is used in the great synagague
is also adopted at those meetings. The synagogue
itself is @ humble structure. On the outside is
inscribed in Hebrew characters, < This is the gate of
the Lord,” taken from Ps. cxviil. 20.  The interior is
very simple. Over the ark, or rather press, in which
the rolls of the Pentateuch sre Kept, is written this
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sentence, * Know in Whose presence thou art stand-: supposing that the following expression has references

ing”’—a passage taken {rom the ethics of the Jewish
fathers. There are thirty rolls of the ‘Pental.epqh in
the press. The congregation of Paris now join in
the chanting of the prayers, for which purpose the
present reader of the synagogue has just published all
the traditional chants. 1 must confess that I am
pleased with that introduction, as it makes the con-
gregation more attentive to the prayers, whilst for-
merly some stared and others conversed ; some, again,
lounged, whilst others walked about ; the reader all
the time chanting the prayers alone. ~From their be-
ing now obliged to join in the performance of the ser-
vice, they will be rendered at least more orderly.
But alas! what a want of life and light did I expe~
rience there! Oh! what a darkness, thick darkness,
hovered over this congregation! Most fervently did
T lift up my heart in prayer to the Father of all, who
is abuudant in mercy and compassion, that He would
pour out upon that congregation the spirit of prayer
and supplication, and enable them to look unto Jesus
whon? our forefathers pierced, and acknowledge Him
as their Lord and Saviour, that they might have
light and eternal life. I would also beseech my
Christian friends, who are really interested in the
conversion of my hrethren, to bear them continually
on their hearts, but more especially when they are
on their bended knees before the throne of grace. Be
it remembered that the God of Israel is a prayer-
hearing God.

I saw a great deal cf Popery in this beautiful but
disgusting city. Popery is a wonderful and horrible
thing. The popes usurp the prerogatives of God, the
popish priests bear rule by their means, and the pa-
pists love to have it so. I could not help pitying the
poor, wretched, miserable idolaters, who, on their
kuees before some graven or molton image, and with
beads in their hands, muttered some unmeaning and
unavailing prayer ; for such are the petitions of those
who offer them up in any other name save in that of
Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between God and
man 3 and, whilst the poor deluded creatures are en-
gaged in their devotions, the verger comes to inform
them, by means of a long wand, that the collccting-
bag is approaching, so that prayer must be interrupt-
ed in order to (ill the treasury of the priesthood. My
heart bled for those unfortunate misied worshippers
ofidolatry. What a cunning and subtle contriver
is that great enemy of the soul of man ; how vigilant
is_he for his prey; how determined to keep man
alienated (rom, and at enmity with, his Maker, his
God, and his Father. Some he teaches to believe
that there is no God, and thus they deny their Maker ;
others, again, to make a gid for themselves, either of
wood or stoue, or any other thing ; and both of these
expedients he suecess{ully practises in this great city.
Oh that the happy period would axrive wien the great
enemy himself shall ecase to torment and afflict the
children of men! Would to God that the children
of ths Most High would learn to pray fervently and
unceasingly for their poor uafortunate fellow-crea-
tures who are held fast in chains of wickedness by
Satan,through popery and infidelity ! It always oc-
curred to me thit Christians spend too much of their
time in controversy with, and too little in prayer and
sapplication for, hercties and infidels. Oh for the
spirit of the Psalmist and all the Prophets, who be-
sought and wept in their closcts on account of the
wickedness of their fellow-creatures !

As regards the archacelogical curiosities of Paris,
¥ raust nut say anything atpresent. [ will, however,
notice one object now, wiich interested me very
much-nd which Loften visited whilst here, viz., the
obeligl of Luxor, which once stood in front of the
zrem tewple of Thobes, but is now in the centre of
the square, called Place de la Concorde. This mag-
nificcnt m mumenp Was erected by Ramses I11L., ¢lias
the great Sesostris of tha [8th Ezyptian dy’nasty
1550, 8. c. | shall not now sttem)t a descript,io{:
of the veacrable relic of Mizraim, but.1 wil) only
couvey my impression c(: it i!g awordortwo. I hive
carefully examined the inscriptions on all the sides,
and am ¢)nvinced that my brethren, whase lives the
Egyptians made bitter *“ with hard bondage, in mor-
tar and in brick, and in all manner of service iy the
field: all their service, wherein they made them
serve, was with fgour,” (Exodus, i. 14)—were its
worknfen, I do not think that I am mistaken in

to it :-—And they built for Pharaoh treasure-cities,
Pithom and Raamses,” (Exod. i. 11.)—I had the
pleasure of meeting Lord Lindsay whilst here, a no-
bleman in thought, word, and deed :—we had much
conversation about Syria and Palestine. His Lord-
ship enenuraged me in my theory about the Sinaic
inscriptions ; and advised me strongly to devote a
month or two to them, as the deciphering might tend
to throw a great deal of light on the early history of
the Bible, and consequently of the world. He pre-
sented me with a copy of his interesting ¢ Letters
from the Holy Land,” (last edition), and [ gave to
his Lordship a copy of my ¢ Lectures from Isa. liii.,”
as their publication was promoted by his lamented
and pious uncle, the late Bishop of Kildare.

Last Sunday—syesterday-—1I preached in the Epis-
copal Chapel, Rue Marbeeuf, built by Louis Way.
I was the first Jew who preached in that house of
God, erected by the greatest friend of the Jews. I
met there the Duke aud Duchess of Manchester, with
whom I spent the early part of this evening, prophecy
being the principal topic of our conversation, as the
Duke is a great student of the same. The Duchess
indulged nyw and then in a little Hebrew eriticism.
His Grace presented me with a copy of his last work,
entitled ¢ The Times of Daniel, Chronological and
Prophetical, examined with relation to the point of
Contact between Sacred and Profane Chronology.”
It is a work of merit. Whilst there, I met one of the
most celebrated French preachers, Monsieur Adol-
phus Monod, from whom I heard a splendid sermon
from John xvii. 4. He kindly gave me a letter of in-
troduction to his brother at Marseilles, which may
be useful. So much for Paris.

“‘ * * . - -

August 31st, Orleans.—Unfortunately Monsieur
Rosselloty, to whom I had a letter of introduction
from Mr. Lovett, Minister of the Marbceuf Chapel
in Paris, was from home. I was obliged, therefore,
to help myself in the way of learning particulars,
which [ have found not an unfrequent oceurrence.
Orleans is a place renowned in history for many
things, but all are of minor importance and interest
to m2, except the things that belong to my brethren
aflter the flesh. Orleans then had a great deal of in-
terest in my estimation, inasmuch as it was once fa-
mous in the republic of letters among the Jews. Its
sages are frequently appealed to by the eomwuenta-
tirs of the Talmud and ofher works, Men wh»
still live in the memory of every Jew,were born here.
Orleans furnished the English Jewish communities
with Rabbies. One of them was murdered amongst
a maltitude of others, when Richard L., king of En-
gland, was erowned. I have alluded t) this in wy
¢ Jews in Great Britain.”” However, it is n> more a
nursery for Jewish literati; I may almost say the
place knoweth them no more. There are but (ew
Jews here, and these are anxious to conceal their
Jewish origin. Whilst at the museum, I was much
struck with a chest, elaborately carved, the carving
heing the history of David and Solomon, whica I
hesitated not, after due examination, t pronounce a
Jewish relic.

September 1st, Bourges.—Coming from the train
omnibus, I met with three of my Jewish brethren,
wh) obstinately refused to confess that they were of
the sced of Abraham. By way of leading me to be-
lieve that they were not Jews—for I asked them the
question directly—they told me that there was a
splendid cathedral in this place, and wh'ch was well
worth a visit, and, therelore, asked me to go with
them. [ accepted the invitation. Whilst talking
about it, a Popish bishop, who spoke English and
German very well, offered us his campany, which we
cheerfylly acceptea. When we arrived at the really
npb!&,ediﬁce,l asked my friends, who professed to
be Christians,to explain to me the meaning of sever-
al represdptations ‘in painting as well as sculpture,
in other words the meaning of the ¢ graven images”’
as well as of * the likenessés,” as I told them that I
was a Jew. However, they were totally ignorant of
every narrative of the New TPestament, and not until
I began to upbraid them for their enormous ignorance
of Scripture did they confess that they were Jews.
When they did so, I began to explain to.them some
of the numerous relics contained in the splendid
structure, making my comments all the time with re-~
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gard to those monuments, and had many opportuni-
ties of directing their attention to Jesus alone. There
were, however, som: things of which I was myself
ignorant ; and I was obliged therefore to apply to our
dignitary-compan‘on, the bishop, who followed us all
the time and listened to our conversation with the
deepest attention. For instarice, the centre portal is
deeply recessed. Iis west fagade has over ita repre-
sentation of the Last Judgement, which I did not
know at first. As a work of art, it is really splendid.
I was, therefore, solicitous for a little information on
the subject, with which the bishop kindly furnished
me. He pointed out what was meant for a represen-
tation of Christ s%ing in the centre amidst Arch-
angels, with the Firgin Mary and Si. John on their
bended knees on Christ’s right hand and on his left.
On his right hand, rather low, the good appear to be
led by Saint Peter to the gate of paradise ; whilst on
the left, occupying the same relative position to the
principal figures, appear a great number of demons,
who seem to seize the wicked and hurl them into a
fiery caldron, whilst a variety of all sorts of imps are
exciting the flames with bellows. There are also on
the same bas-relief representations of angels, saints,
patriarchs, &c. &c. When the bishop had done
lecturing, T asked him the name of the sculptor, who,
I said, deserved great credit for his extraordinary
skill and talent, to which he replied, It is not known
who the sculptor was.” I then said, whoever he was,
he did not believe in the mediatorshp of the Virgin
Mary, and would certainly not have praged to her,
since he represented her as a most humbie suppliant
herself ; and this should be a warning to those, who
pray in this place, not to be guilty of the heinous
crime of worshipping a fellow-sinner. To whiclt the
bishop listened patiently, and then said, My yonng
friend, be not deceived, we neither worship nor pray
to the Virgin Mary; our enemies say this of us, but
it is not true.” The bishop, I faney, from my con-
versation with the Jews, took me for an inquiring Jew.
Not wishing to contradict the polite bishop, I took
out of my pocket a little book, which I bought whilst
at Paris,entitled, Petit Paroissien, contenant I Officc
des Dimanches et des Principales Fétes de L’ Annec
printed this year, and begged of him to read the fol-
lowing :—Sainte Marie, priez pour nous. Sainte
Vierge des vierges, priez pour nous. Mére du Christ,
priez, &ec. Mére de Auteur dela gr riez, &c.
Mére trés-pure, priez, &c.  Mere trés-chuste,
priez, &e. Mérejtoujours vierge, priez, ke. Meére
sans tache, priez, 8c. Mére simable, priez, &c.
Mére admirable, priez, &c. Mere du Createur,
priez, &c. Mzere du Sauveur, priez, &e. Miroir de
Justice, priez, &c. Trone de la sagesse, priez, &c.
Cause de notre joie, priez pour nous.”” The bishop
handed me the small volume back again, merely say-
ing, ““ I do not make this prayer nor any likeit3” on
which I remarked, how much I wished that all
Roman Catholics were liks him ; and also said that
[ could not but look on such prayers with horror, in-
asmuch as they kept my brethren, (such as these,
pointing to the three Jews,) from Christ, the only
Mediator between God and men. It began to be
rather late, s0 that we thought it well to return to
the inu. On our way back I had a good deal of, I trust,
profitable conversation with the Jews. The reason,
they said, that they did not like to be recognised as
Jews was, that in France, with all its boasted eivili-
zation and liberality, the Jew is still held in execra-
tion. They spoke the truth,

Seplember 24, Moulins.—I left Bourges this
morning, accompanied by my Hebrew companions,
and arrived rather late at thjs place. Here we were
obliged to separate, as there was not accommodation
to be found for four in any one of the inns, many
visitors being here ; 8o that we had to take up our
quarters in different parts of the town. On the way
we examined amicably the nature of the Levitical
law, and my brethren were pleased to make kind re-
marks as regards my knowledge of that book, which
bespoke their good will afterwards, whilst in silence
and alone, 1 lifted up my heart to Him who knows
its inward thoughts, im; loring an abundant blessing
on the seed thus providentially sown. God grant that
it may be rooted deeply-into the hearts of those who
received them,and bring forth fruits unto repentanoce !

September 3d, Roanne.~I rosa up. early this
waraing, and went 2 look for  place in the diligence,
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but it was full., My Jewish friends left by a return
costchaise, and I have therefore lost their company
ﬁ)‘;s the present. 1 was obliged to post all the way
to Roanne, as I was given to understand that the
places in th- diligence are forestalled for the next
three or four days. I certainly saw with admiration
the sublime beauties ofinanimate nature. Ths sur-
face of the country was really lovely; but I also
witnessed the awful depravity of human nature.
Popery is a religion that devoureth its professors.
Oh that its tyranny may soon be overpassed! Here,
in the inn, I recognised one of the servants to be a
Jew. Without making any previous inquiry, I ad-
dressed him at once in the Lingua Pranca, whichisa
sort of Freemasonry language. The poor fellow
coloured up, as the people say in England, to his
ears, aud entreated me not to take any notice of him,
asno one in the hotel knew anything about his re-
ligion. 1 acceded to the request, but, whenever I
got an opportunity of conversing with him in private,
I took care to remonstrate with him on account of
the wretchedly unsafe lite he was leading. He cried
bitterly two or three times, atd said his conscience
many times spoke the same thing, and made him
very unhappy, and I had consu-nmated his misery.
I pitied the poor man very much. He really looked
a most wretched object. I asked him whether he had
a Bible, to which he replied in th- negative, and that
he had not seen one for the last ten years. I said,
therefore, to him,  Since I have been the cause of
such grief to you, I will also {urnish you with the
means of com{ort and consolation; here is a Bible,
the only German one [ have. Read it earefully and
prayerfully, as one who needs balm for a wounded
soul, and, depend upon it, all your mourning will be
turned into joy. I recommend toyou,” T added “to
read to-night, before you lie down, the 51st Psalm,
the 55th chapter of Isaiah, and the 11th chapter of
the Gospel aceording to Saint Matthew. Iwill find
the places for you.”  He took the Bible, apparently
very thankfully. O God of all grace, Thou art no
respecter of persons, look down in mercy on this son
of Abraham, who is still alienated from the common-
wealth of Israel, and bring him back into Thy fold,
that he may be counted amongst the flocK of the Re-
deemer !

September 4th, Lyans.—I arrived here from Ro-
anne about 2 o’clock, p m. This being Saturday,
I did not wish to proceed any further, but determined
to spend the 3abath here. Soon after my arrival,

.Y went to inspect what was to be seen. This place
brought to my mind many interesting recollections
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the autocrat, and Papists his obedient subjects. Alas
for that country whose people have learned to think
that Popery is a harmless religion! Such a thought
is nothing better than a Sutanic delusion.

September 5th.—This being the Lord’s day, I
went out very early to look for the Protestant Church
Some time elapsed before I succeeded in the object
of my search ; but I found, there, evidently true wor-
sh ppers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 1 delighted to
worship with them, and partook with them of the
memorials of our Blessed Redeemer’s dying love. 1
was much pleased with the sermon. It was an ex-
cellent and sound one. The preacher’s text was, 1
Pet. v. 8,—a most importaut one to be borne in
mind by Christians of every country, but more
especially to be imprinted upon the recollection of
Christ’s few sheep here ; for, going through the streets
of Lyons on a Sunday, one almost fancies that he sees
and hears the devil roaring over his prey. I find the
number of Jews here to be about 200. They have a
small synagogue. Some of their children attend
Christian schools. I had no opportunity of seeing
any of them.

September 6th. Avignon is too much celebrated
in history for me to make many remarks about it.
The popes ventured by force to obtain the place from
Joanna of Naples, whilst she was yet a minor. She
was promised 80,000 gold erowns, but she never got
a single crown besides the promise. Eleven popes
reigned here 5 aud Petrarch, the Italian poet, calls
their reign, at Avignon,the ““ Babylonish captivity of
the Roinan Church.”  Oue of its popes, Pedro de
Luna, alias Benedict X11I., convened a conference of
Jews and Christians at Tortosa in 1414, when Joshua
Harloqui, a converted Jew, who assumed the name
of Jerome after baptism, was to demonstrate from
the Talmud that Messiah had already come. This
controversy is the parent of Rabbi Joseph Albos’
celebrated ¢ Book of Principles,” which is a fine
specimen of Jewish metaphysics and philosophy. It
contains many valuable truths ; see my  Fundamen-
tal Principles of Modern Judaism Investigated,” pp.
256-7.

The Jews here, as everywhere else, have been
greatly persecuted ; and not until 1790 were they
perinitted to lay aside their distinguishing badges, or
to appear in the streets of the place either ona
Sunday or any other festival day. There is at pres-
ent a small congregation, who worship in a syna-
gogue not of large dimensions. )

September Tih, Murseilles.—1I arrived here this
evening, after twelve hours’ drive by the diligence,

both as a Jew and as a Christian. As a Jew, I re-
member, from a child, reading of the different wise
rabbies to whom Lyons gave birth. I perused their
works as 301 as [ was able flu:ntly to read the He-
brew langiage, and felt, therefore, interested in
treading the same ground which they once trod. As
aChristian, I feel an intense interest in this city.
This was almost the first place in the western coun-
tries where Christianity was preached. The first
heralds of salvation here were St. Pothinus and St.
Irenaeus, disciples of St. Polycarp, an immediate
disciple of St. John. They laboured as bishops here,
and, like theic master, scaled tke testimony of Jesus
with their blood, uader these implacable enemies of
the Cross, Vlarcus Antoninus and Septimius Severus.
St. Irenaeus, however, I consider an important per-
sonage in the history of Christianity. He was the
first Lo prove that no infallibility belonged to the pon-
tiff of Rome ; for, when Victor, then bishop of Rome,
began to agitate the question of the change of Easter,
and attempted to compel the Byzautine bishops to
submit to his presumed supreme authority, which
caused no litile disturbance between the Eastern
and Western Churches, St. Irenaeus vanquished
and tamed Vietor, so that the latter was obliged to
ive up his wild and r.sh project. I look, there-
ore, upon what was donc in the early Church
at Lyons as a severe blow inflicted upon Romish
supremacy. But, alas! what does the Christian
now behold in Lyons? It is no more under the
dominion of pagan Rome, but under that of papal
Rome. Christianity is the professed religion of
Lyons, but the Christianity jof Irenaeus is not prac-
tised here. Far from it ; every species of disgusting
_impiety is indulged in, yea more, is gloried in.
Wherever Popery prevails, there Satan seems to be

from Avignon. One of my fellow-travellers was a
Romish piiest, who had once been a Jew. We had
much interesting conversation. When I expressed
my surprise at his conscience bsing at ease whilst a
minister of such a church as that of Rome was, his
only reply was the 18th verse of the 19th chapter of
1 Kings in Hebrew. He trusted that ere long the
Church would be purified from all its present abo-
minations. Heis evidently no Romanist in heart,
but his remaining in that church with these views
is still a problem to me. He made out a specious
excuse to justify his procedure, the validity of
which I cannot admit. We parted on very friendly
terms. He earnestly invoked a blessing upon my
future labours, and said to me, ¢ Brother, let us not
forget to pray for each other ;’—~to which I replied
in Hebrew, in the words of Samuel to the children
of Israel, 1 Samuel, xii. 23, 24, 25. He then said,
¢ thank you, brother, for your kind and affection-
ate warning.”” This coincidence made such a deep
impression on my mind, that I shall ofien think of,
and pray for, this interesting individual.
ei——— ”
CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Conductors of * The Presbyterian® do not
hold themselves responsible for the opinions ex-
pressed in the communications,that may from time
to time appear under this head.}
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TO THE EDITOR OF THY PRESBYTERIAN.
Sir,—The Board of Missionsand Educa-
tion of the Free Church of Scotland, in the

Home and Foreign Missionary Record for
August last, treats the readers of that pub-

lication with a letter from one of the Dep-
uties to the Canadian Churches—(the Rev.
Walter M‘Gilvray, on whom some obscure
Institution in the United States recently
conferred the degree of D. D.), “on the
state of religion in the district on which
his labours were chicefly expended.” That
letter, like most of the others that have
preceded it, emanating from asimilar source,
abounds with misstatements and calumnies.
I am not surprised that men, coming into a
strange land, and remaining in it but a brief
space, with their ears open to the reports of
every tale-bearer, and their minds disposed
to believe the worst that could be said of
their brethren.who would not at their bid-
ding endorse all the actings of the Free
Chureh, should give currency to many in-
accurate statements on points, the truthof
which they had not, time to investigate.
But I confess, I am somewhat surprised
that Dr. M‘Gilvray, with the recollection
yet fresh in his mind of the rebuke he re-
ceived from the Presbytery, of which he
was a member, for the violent and unchris-
tian language he used in a letter to a dying
man, should open out *foul-mouthed” upon
a people, whose character and condition he
could know but very imperfectly, and upon
their Ministers, whose pastoral labours,even
with all his Canadian experience, he can-
not yet appreciate. I do not mean to
stand forth to defend the warm-hearted
Highlanders of Glengary, from the charge
of gross ignorance and irreligion which Dr.
M:‘Gilvray has preferred. I believe that
there are many, even among these benight-
ed men, sufficiently enlightened to defend
themselves, and to do it in the exercise of
as meek and Christian a spirit as their ac-
cuser has displayed. Nor do I intend to
repel the calumnies cast upon the Minis-
ters of the Church of Scotland in Glenga-
ry by their wmquhile brother. They are
able to answer for themselves, if they will.
But I would recommend to them to follow
the same course they have hitherto pur-
sued when unjustly assailed, and by the
eloquence of silence under unprovoked
insult, and the patient discharge of
their laborious duties, to answer their
calumniator, They will not sink in the
estimation of those who know them and
their works, fromh anything he has said.
Nor do I think their character will suffer
much even in the estimation of those who
know them not ; for it requires no keen-
eyed reader to discover that the aspersions
cast on them, and those who attend their
ministry, are designed to set off in striking
contrast the faithful ministrations of the
Free Church Deputy. There is certainly
not the harmony of truth between the first
and the last parts of the letter ; and one,
to use Lord Sydenham’s emphatic expres-
sion, “ with half an eye,” will perceive at
a glance, that the blackness of darkness,
described with so much poetic fervour 34
having settled down on the ignorant apg
neglected Glengary men, is designed 1o



heighten the effect of the self-glorifica-
tion of the writer. They may, therefore,
leave the Deputy “ alone in his glory”, and
with confidence commit their cause in
silence to the decision of the discerning
reader.

My chief object at present, is to correct
some mis-statements respecting the forma-
tion of the Glengary settlement, and the
state of religion at that period ; deeming
it of some importance that the statistical
facts connccted with the carlier settle-
ments be truly narrated. Though the
statements of the Free Church Deputy are
not likely to be very extensively read, or
referred to as of undoubted authority, still
they ought not to go forth uncontradicted.
Dr. M<Gilvray asserts that ¢ the first band
of settlers emigrated from the County of
Inverness about fifty years ago”—that is,
about the year 1797 at which time this
past of Canada formed one unbroken forest,
tenanted only by the wild beasts of the
chase and the tuneless fowls of the wilder-
ness.” Now,I can assure the Rev. statist,
that fourteen years earlier were these wild
and tuneless tenants partially dispossessed
of their ancient domains,by bands of United
Empire Loyalists, and by officers and men
of the Provincial corps and Regular Army.
This was immediately after the peace of
1783. In the year 1802, two or three ves-
sels with emigrants from Fort William ar-
rived at Quebec. The most of these emi-
grants settled in the Eastern District. In
the year 1814, some of the settlers sent out
by Government for the Rideau settlement,
now the District of Bathurst, found their
way to Glengary, and remained there.
These were the principal aceessions which
the original body of scttlers received. A
few ¢ straggling parties,” during the inter-
mediate period, joined themsclves to the
main body. These settlements being thus
composed of United Empire Loyalists, of
military men, Dutch, Germans, and British,
and of emigrants from various parts of the
United Kingdom, but chiefly from the
Highlands of Scotland, it is not to be sup-
posed that their social condition would be
of the highest order. Dr. M‘Gilvray draws
& most melancholy picture of their state
with regard to education and religion. “So
far as he could learn, there was scarcely
an individual among them able to read the
Soriptures, or that was acsustomed to offer
up & prayer in his own family ; and there
was, consequently, nothing done to keep alive
a gense of divine thz:ngs i the most of them.
Therefore, of @ multitude, amounting to some
thousands, buried in t[ze Floomy “wilds of
Glengary, and thus living for many years
without bibles, without sanctuaries, without
spiritual instructors, without anything in the
shape of divine worship, either public op
private.” All this is very lamentable. There
must be sin lying at the door somewhere,
That it may be traced to its source, and the
guilty alone made to bear the odium, Dr,
M‘Gilvray, like a faithful chronicler of past
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events, fails not to tell us, that  the first
settlers came from the most moderate, that is
the most neglected and benighted parishes of
the North, and were, therefore, without any
thorough religious instruction or right Chris-
tian training.” Where these parishes are,
he has not informed us. But it would ap-
pear, from his showing, that none of the
settlers camefrom that section of the Church
to which he belongs ; therefore, he and all
who entertain the same views of ecclesias-
tical polity, have no share in the blame.
The guilt of communicating the original
taint, the long neglected state of the set-
lers, and their rapid declension into the
lowest depths of ignorance and ungodliness,
lie on the “ Moderates” alone. I admire
the logic, as well as the Christian charity,
of the Free Church Deputy ; and I am not
surprised that Dr. M‘Gilvray, contemplat-
ing things, as he does, under the bias of re-
ligious bigotry and sectarian bitterness,
has never heard of any pious men being
found in the settlement until he entered it ;
that he has not seen one place of worship
ag venerable for years as the settlement it-
self as according to his account, and three
or four others, nearly of as remote antiq-

,uity ; that he has not, in all his wander-

ings in the “gloomy wilds of Glengary,”
found one fragment of a Bible, well thumb-
ed and torn, the precious relic of former
years.

In common with others, I have long com-
miserated the condition of the Highlanders
of Glengary in respect of religious ordinane-
es; for, although this evil has been less
experienced by them, than, perhaps, by the
settlers in any other part of the Province,
nevertheless their spiritual wants have not
been adequately supplied. But the unre-
lieved picture, that Dr. M‘Gilvray draws, is
certainly fitted to leave erroneous impressions
hoth of their actual condition, and of the
feclings with which many of them contem-
plate their lot.  Never can I forget the salu-
tation of an aged settler, still alive, to a
worthy minister, now in Canada West, up-
wards of twenty years ago, ¢ You are
welcome, Sir, to this country; and may
God long preserve you, and abundantly bless
your labours! We have great need of you,
and of all who, like you, come to speak to
us about our eternal interests, which we are
all too apt to forget. I entered this forest
with my axe in my hand, before the soil
was trodden by a human foot but that of the
Indian. The settlers were then very few ;
and we had no minister to break to us the
bread of life. I prayed to God that he would
send us one. I had my prayer answered,
and my heart was glad. I prayed that I
might see another, for I thought there was
much need for another : 1 saw that too ; but
such a day as this my old eyes never ex-
pected to see—seven ministers of the Church
of Scotland assembled in Glengary. God’s
name be praised! Go in His strength to
your work ; and may His Spirit grant much
fruit to your labours!”
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Though the condition of Glengary, like that

of every new settlement, was long, in respect
of religious privileges, deplorable ; yet T must
deny that the high-coloured [lescription
which Dr. M‘Gilvray gives, was, at any
period, true. ¢ For many years,” he says,
“they lived without a Bible.” When the
settlement was commenced, the facilities of
religious instruction were far fewer than
they are now. Bible societies were then
unknown ; schools in the Highlands of
Scotland were ¢ few and far between ;”
and I admit that many of the emigrants
from that part of Scotland could neither
read nor write. This was the fault of the
Moderates, Dr. M-Gilvray tellsus  For the
present, let us assent to it on his authority, -
Still, there were some copies of the Scrip-
tures scattered in the Highland glens, and
some men found there who could read them,
And we have been told, that there was a
class of men, patriarchs in their class,
who could neither read nor write. but from
whose lips even Doctors in Divinity might
learn Bible theology—men devout, intelli-
gent, thoughtful, “ Sine charta et atramento
scriptam habentes per Spiritum ih cordibus
suis salutem”*—who, in their lonely sheil.
ings,or amidst the awful mountain solitudes,
where they fed their flocks, felt a present
God, and brought their traditionary Bible
knowledge to bear on all that they saw-
around them, and all that they felt within
them—men whose knowledgz of Bible truths
seemed to be large in proportion to.the dis-
advantages under which they laboured, for
they had felt their importance, treasured
them from time to time in their minds, and
brought all the powers of a high intellect,
chastened and solemnized by unwavering:
faith, to their consideration.” Such men,
we have been told, were frequently found:
in the Highland gleas of Scotland; = A few
of such men, I have been told, came with
the early emigrants to Glengary ; my state-
ments rest on the very same authority as
Dr. M¢Gilvray’s—the "testimony of others;
and,if the Dr. still alleges that the early set-
tlers were without Bibles, F must refer him
to the extant fragments of those they brought
with them from their native land, which if
he has not seen, I must conclude that, to
some extent, he has been guilty of the very
sin he imputes “to the Ministers they have
had, who never attempted to visit their
hearers,”

But the Dr. says they were not only « with-
out bibles,” but also without sanctuaries,
and without spiritual instructors. About
fifty years ago, that is, according to the Dr’s,
statistics, when the Glengary settlement was
commenced, there were few Protestant Min-
isters of the Gospel in Canada, and of the
Presbyterian persuasion, not more tha four.
One of these was settled in Glengary in
1787, that is, ten years before the * solitary:
pioneers of the forest,” disposséssed the

[*Who had salvation written on their hearts by the

Spirit withoat papér and ieXy<~Ep., Prxss. } K
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“ wild beasts” and ¢ tuneless fowls” of
the abodes. In that year, (1787), from
authentic records, I find that grants of
land were made by Government to several
of the officers and men, of the various dis-
handed Regiments that had served in the
Revolutionary War. Among them, was the
Rev. John Bethune, Chaplain to the 84th
Regiment, From that period, Mr. Bethune
officiated as Minister to the Presbyterian
Congregation formed at Williamstown, until
the day of his death in 1815. A short
time after he settled in Glengary, with great
exertion he succeeded in erecting three
places of worship : two of them are good
frame buildings, one at Lancaster, the other
at the Front near Charlottenburgh, and that
still exist to attest the truth of my statement.
The third is a substantial stone edifice at
Williamstown ; the primitive log chapel,
being too small to accommodate the con-
gregation. Ofthe existence of these sanc-
tuaries, Dr. M¢Gilvray may satisfy himself
by taking an excursion into that part of the
Eastern District ; especially of the third,
which forms a very conspicuous and pictu-
resque object in the village in which it
stands, with its high sloping roof and lofty
spire.

In these days, there were not only sanc-
tuaries,but devout worshippers,who repaired
to them. A gentleman, whose testimony is
unimpeachable, informed me that he was
present at the dispensation of the Lord’s
Supper at Williamstown in 1802 ; that the
congregation “was large, and the services
were solemnly and devoutly engaged in.
, The memory of Mr. Bethune is cherished
with sacred reverence by the older inhabi

=“{ants ; and every one, who was acquainted

with the state ofthe settlement in hisday, will
. hear testimony to the fidelity and zeal with
which that venerable man, for twenty-eight
long years, discharged the functions of his
sacred office. How closely the best inter-
ests of his people were linked to his heart,
the following extracts from™ a letter he ad-
dressed to them a few days before his death,
will abundantly prove :—
¢« My Dear FRIENDS AND BRETHREN,

« My state of health is so precarious,
and I am so far advanced in life, that I can-
nat reagonably promise ‘myself many more
days, let the event of my present indisposi-
tion be ever so favourable.

« For several years past I have had
many anxious thoughts about the destitute
state, in which you must be left, when it
shall please God to call me away ; but I
forbare saying anything on the subject,
under the impression that my declining
vears and growing infirmities would neces-
sarily point out to yourselves the propriety
of engaging a Minister, who night in the
first instance be an assistant, and do such
parts of the duty as were ahove my strength,

_ and who, to diminish as much as possible
~ his expenses to the Congregation, might ex-
tend his services further than the present
limits, and finally succeed to the whole
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charge. But in this expectation, I have
been disappointed ;—there i3 to this hour no
more thought of providing a Minister than
there was twenty years ago, and there is as
great an apathy respecting this essential
measure as if it was certain that I wouid
outlive the whole congregation.

¢ In this state of things I considerit a
duty I owe to you, to lift up my feeble

‘voice in this manner, and warn you of the

pernicious consequences to yourselves and
your families, of your lukewarmness in this
serious business.”

After detailing some of the evils likely
to arise, more especially those that would
spring from the proselytising spirit of the
Church of Rome, Mr. Bethune says ;

“ To avoid the delusions of this com-
munion, there is no effectual measure under
Providence, except having a pastor to watch
the fold, who will not only prevent the
flock from straying, but do away with every
pretence for employing a priest to baptize
or marry. Add to this, the many and re-
ligious instructions which will notonly bekept
alive among you,but inculcated with stronger
effect and more permanent benefit the
longer it is continued, and the keeping up of
the observance of every other ordinance, to
which you have been accustomed ; and
you must anticipate a vacancy of any length
as a gloomy uncomfortable period, irksome
to your minds and dangerous to your morals.
Bestir yourselves, therefore, to take meas-
ures of precaution, and let not a miserable
parsimony persuade you to shrink back from
the attainment of an object ; so essential
to your well-being in that state where money
has neither value nor currency.”

Having given them his advice how they
ought to proceed in obtaining a Minister to
succeed him, he concludes :

«“In a very weak state of body I have
thus given you my last advice, and, very
imperfect as it is, I teust you will listen to
it ; whether it be the last I shall be able to
give, is best known to Him who holds our
destiny. It is given in the spirit of true
sincerity, and of the purest regard for your
everlasting interest.

« And that the God of all wisdom and
goodness may guide and strengthen vou
in considering, with effect and despatch,
what so nearly affects your welfare, and
finally receive you into the arms of His ever-
lasting love, is the sincere prayer of, my
dear friends and brethren, your most affec-
tionate and faithful servant.”

« Williamstown, 16th Sept., 1815.”

Before Mr. Bethune'’s death, and if I am
rightly informed, in 1804, the frame church
at Martintown was built, to accommodate
the congregation that attended the ministry
of the Rev. Mr. Reid, now of St. Armand’s,
Cangda East. Mr. Reid officiated with
great acceptance forsome years. His views
of ecclesiastical polity experiencing a
change, he entered into the Episcopal
Church about the year 1815.

Nor ought it to be overlooked, while

animadverting on the statements of Dr.
M<Gilvray, that the Roman Catholic por-
tion of the inhabitants of Glengarry,
have had the ordinances of religion regu-
larly dispensed to them, from an carly pe-
riod in the history of the settlement, in
accordance with the forms of their own
Church. Dr. M‘Gilvray, perhaps, may
be of opinion that such ministrationsrather
deepen the gloom of the scene he professes
to depict, than relieve it by the interspers-
ed tints of missionary zeal and pastoral de-
votedness that appear. Be this as it may,
I may be allowed to observe, that in 1801
the late Alex. M‘Donald, afterwards Bishop
of Regiopolis, accompanied, as their priest,
certain Roman Catholic emigrants, and
settled with them in the very heart of the
Eastern District. These were mostly dis-
banded soldiers of the first Glengary Fen-
cible Regiment, which had been raised
during the Irish Rebellion, chiefly by his
influence. He afterwards, as Bishop, pre-
sided over the scattered flocks he had gath-
cred in the wilderness. Of lis arduous
and untiring labours it is unnceessary to say
a word. The erection, during his life, of
thirtyfive churches and chapels, and the
services of twenty-two clergymen, the
greater number educated at his own cx-
pense, will sufficiently prove that he was not
neglectful of the spiritual interests Jof those,
committed to his care,

I think I have now established the fact,
Dr. M:‘Gilvray’s assertion to the contrary
notwithstanding, that there were bibles,
and sinctuaries, and spiritual instructors,
and divice worship, and men among the
venerable patriarchs of Glengarry who
could pray, and who had their prayers an-
swered, even before, according to the Dr's.
account, the ““tunelessfowls of the wilderness
were dispossessed of their forest tcnements.”
I might now proceed to show that these
privileges were continued without inter-
mission, and extended wider and wider as
the settlement increased. But, as the Dr.
admits, that, “since these times, circumstan-
ces have altered, that churches have been
built, and ministers settled,” I shall con-
tent myself by putting down, as correctly as
I can from memory, the number of Pres-
byterian Churehes crected in that part of
the Province, and the time at which they
were respectively built, and the Minis-
ters who officiated in them.

Mr. Bethune died in 1815. It was not
till the summer of 1818, that his successor,
the present worthy Minister at Williams-
town, entered on his official duties, with
what success let the umiversal esteem in
which he is held, both as a man and a min-
ister of Christ, bear testimony. However
just and well merited ang compliment 1
could pay him might be, knowing, as I do,
that it would rather shock his delicacy than
gratify his feelings, I will leave him to an
approving conscience and the gratitude of
his people. He regularly officiates at Wil-
liamstown, and often, on the same day, in



one of the back concessions, and oceasion-
ally at the Front of Charlottenburgh, a
church being erected at each place. He
had also officiated at Lancaster, previous
to the arrival of Mr. M‘Naughtan.

Mr. Reid was succeeded at Martintown, in
1819, by the late Mr. Fletcher, who re-
signed his charge in 1824, In November,
1825, the late Mr. Archibald Connell was
ordained by the Presbytery of Glasgow to
the pastoral care of the congregation at
Martintown, and continued till September,
1836, zealously and faithfully to do his
Heavenly Master’s work ; when his con-
stitution gave way under the pressure of
his laborious duties, and he sunk into an
early grave. By his active exertions . the
handsome stone edifice, now oceupied by
the large congregation attending the min-
istrations of Mr, M‘Laurin, was erected.
He officiated at stated seasons at Indian
Lands, and occasionally at Finch, as well
as regularly at Martintown. That his min-
istrations were highly valued and effective,
few will deny; and his memory will be
cherished by an affectionate flock,while one
of them survives, Mr. M‘Laurin succeeded
in 1839 to the charge at Martintown.

About 1821, the church at Cornwall was
erected: the congregation were privileged
with the faithful ministry of Mr. Leith,
now of Rethiemay, till the close of 1826.
In May, 1827, Mr. Urquhart was inducted
to that charge, whose name has extended
beyond the bounds of Glengary, although

Dr. M‘Gilvray appears never to have heard
of him,

About 1823, the church in Lochiel was
built, the congregation, from 1823 till
1830 or 1831, enjoying the services of the
late Mr. M‘Laurin, and from 1833 till
1845, of the late Mr. M‘Isaac. Both of
these gentlemen were estecemed  fervent”
and “ effective” preachers; and both of
them officidted, at stated times, also at
Vankleek Hill. From certain proceedings
that recently took place near to the church
in Lochiel, and the free appropriation of
the church itself, I am inclined to think that
Dr. M‘Gilvray has seen this sanctuary.

In 1833, Mr. M‘Naughtan was ordained
minister to the congregation at Lancaster.
Since his return to Scotland in 1843, Mr.
M‘Pherson has laboured there with visible
success. Mr. M¢‘Pherson has two preach-
ing stations besides, where churches are
erected,

At Dalhousie Mills, Cote Saint George,
and Coteau du Lac, Mr. M‘Lean has, for
about two or three years, with much ac-
ceptance, dlscharged the duties of the pas-
toral oftice.  Dalhousie was originally one
of the preaching stations of Mr. M‘Kenzie.
In 1842, 1t Was formed into a separate
charge, and Mr. Sinclair ordained minister,
who returned to Secotland jn 1845,

In the Indian Lands, also, the settlers
for many years have had the benefit of the
ministerial services of Mr. D, Clarke, a
Free Church minister. '
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Notwithstanding all this, Dr. M‘Gilvray
asserts that no improvement is visible in
the moral or religious conditiou of the peo-
ple. “ Churches,” says he, ‘have been built,
ministers colled, and the ordinances of the
Gospel established, in Glengary ; yet little
appears to have been done to remedy the early
disadvantages under which the settlers la-
boured.” To my weak comprehension, the
first and the last clauses of the sentence
contradict each other. The building of
churches, calling of ministers, and estab-
lishing of ordinances, are, in my view of
the matter, the most effective remedies that
could be applied.

But the Dr. prooceeds: ¢ Whethor the
blame lies with their religious instructors, or
with themselves, I will not pretend to deter-
mine.” That the evil, to some extent, does
exist, I do not deny; for where does it
not? But I think, in the case referred to,
I can discover some causes for it, for which
neither the settlers themselves, nor their
religious instructors, were directlyto blame.
But, as the Dr. proceeds, he discovers the
true cause, so I will not volunteer my
opinion. He finds out that it is the
Ministers who are to blame ; and he traces
their negligence and inactivity to something
essential to the ¢ particular class of ecclesi-
astics to which they belong.” The particu-
lar class” he denominates “ Moderates.” 1
shall, therefore, for the want of a better
word, term the root of the evil, Moderatism.
Now, this Moderatism must be the quin-
tessence of all that is black and demoraliz-
ing,—a compound

¢¢ Of all monstrous, all prodigious things,
Abominable, unutterable, and worse
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv’d,”
for the Dr., after specifying various instances
of pastoral negligence—nay, of the utter
prostitution of the ministerial office—(not
one of which can I bring myself to be-
lieve to be true)—says, « yet 1t is but fuir to
state, that these teachers were not in any
respect worse than the rest of that particu-
lar class of ecclestastics to which they be-
longed. On the contrary, we have reason
to think that some of them were, in point of
professional endowments .and moral de-
portment, even above the average standard
of the class in gquestion.” - Then, if such
was the darkness and ignorance of those
under the pastoral care of men who were
above the average standard of their class,
how great must be the darkness under the
ministry of those who are below it !—such
as those residing in ¢ the most benighted
parishes of the North 1

Dr. M‘Gilvray seems to be aware, that
this is a legitimate inference from his pre-
mises, but that it would not be substan-
tiated by facts. He, therefore, endeavours
to show how the consequences were not so
pernicious at Home as-they have been in
Glengary. The reasons, he says, are, that
the bad instructions and the bad example
of the « particular class of  ecclesiastics”—
(*“ we mean, of course, the Moderates”)
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have in Scotland been detected, and -nen-
tralized, by the sound instructions, and good
example, of the party to which-he. belongs
—an advantage which the por Highlanders
of Glengary could not possess, sincg their
« religious instructors” were all steeped in
Moderatism. And is it not strange that this
should be the case,seeing that some of them
were sent forth under the auspices of Dr.
Robert Burns and some of the leading men,
who in 1843 seceded from the Church of
Scotland, ¢ Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth 7 was the cry of a hypocriti-
cal, bigoted, sanctimonious class among the
Jews of old. The word Moderale seems
to inspire such a feeling of abhorrence in
some minds against all whom they choose
#0 to designate, that even, although in point
of ¢ professional endowment, and moral
deportment, they are above the standard of
their class,” nothing that is good can be ex-
pected from them.

I should be glad to know what the def-
inite idea is, that some ecclesiastics attach
to the word ¢ Moderate.” It must be a very
quisquis sort of vocable. I have been al-
ways accustomed to consider it a kindly
peace-making expression, descriplive of a
class whose tenets were correct, and whose
course of conduct was distinguished by
avoiding, on the one hand, unprincipled
laxity, and, on the other, intemperate zeal.
Certainly, in this country, as applied by
way of distinction to a ¢ particular class of
ecclesiastics”, it designates a body of men,
who, generally speaking, are truly evangel-
ical in their sentiments, and sedulously in-
culcate on their flocks the mild virtues of
forbearance, love, and peaeé. The Dr.
however, seems to adopt the interpretation
of the Bracadale chamber-maid, who called
to her fellow-servant, “Will you throw out
this basin of moderate water ¥’ With her
every thing filthy was termed moderate,
whether pots, pans, water, &e.

I will not follow the Dr. in the details of
his stupendous exertions, and their abun-
dant success, through nearly three columns
of small letter-press. I shall heartily rejoice
if he will be more abundantly successful in
diffusing Christian knowledge, in elevating
the social condition of the people, and lead-
ing souls to Christ, within the sphere of
his labours, than his predecessors, the ¢ Mod-
erates,” have been. There is much room in
Glengary, as elsewhere, for faithful ministe-
rial work—for the lahours of men imbued
with the spirit of their Divine Master ; who
will preach His Gospel in simpiicity, and
inculcate on their hearers to follow His ex-
ample, in purity, in peace, and brotherly
love ; ¢ for He is not ashamed to call them
brethren who believe in His name.”  But{
cannot help thinking that Dr.*M‘Gilvray
has entered on a wrong path. To defame
the dead amd calumniate the living, is ne
part of the work of a Christian divine. To .
excite the passions of the people, and stir
up among them schism and strife, by such
cant as * Moderate » or ¢ Residuary,” is but

-
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an ill preparation of the stony ground of the
human heart for the good seed of the Word.
And, much as I would rejoice to hear that
Sabbath schools, and district prayer-meet-
ings, if properly conducted, were established
and well attended, { would more rejoice to
hear it said of the entire mass of the popula-
tion, that they walked together in the unity
of the Spirit and the bonds of peace—not
boastful, vain-glorious, uncharitable, with the
expressions of mock humility on their lips.
Such cant fills the soul with loathing ; and
I must confess that, after the language
which Dr. M<Gilvray has used, and the spir-
it"huhas displayed in his letter, I read his
closing confessions of humility, and ascrip-
tions of praise, with unmitigated disgust.

1 am, Sir, your most obedient and humble
servant, :

_ _.N. M. L L.
 ——————————————_——
MISCELLANEOUS.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S NORTH AMERICAN
DeruraTioN.~The Rev. Messrs. Fowler, of Ra-
tho, Stevenson, of Dalry, and Mackintosh, of Aber-
deen, who formed the deputation appointed by the
last General Assembly to visit our North American
colonies, have again returned in health and safety to
resume their pastoral duties among their attached
flocks.— Edinburgh Advertiser, Noy. 17.

Da. CHALMERS’ PosTHUMOUS WoRKS.~These
volumes are to be edited Ly the Rev. William Hanna,
son-in-law of the venerated author, and successor to
8ir David Brewster in the editorship of ¢ The North
British Review.” The works will consist of, firstly,
“Daily Scripture Readings,” beginning with Genesis
and ending with the book of Jeremiah; secondly,
¢ Sabbath Meditations on the Holy Seriptures, em-
bracing a considerable portion of the Old and the
whole of the New Testament ;°* thirdly, ¢ Theologi-
cal Institutes ;” fourthly, Lectures on Butler’s Anal-
ogy 3 and fifthly, ¢ Discourses.”” These, it is ex-
pected, will extend to nine large volumes. The
¢ Life and Correspondence”® will occupy, in all pro-
hability, four more_volumes. The religious public
will be delighted toTearn that © Dr. Chalmers’ Life”

- will be an autobiography, having beea fully prepared
* by himself. )
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