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HISTORY OF MASONRY IN CANADA.

TO THE EDITOR OF TUE CRAYTSUAN.

The following notes relating to the history of
Free Masonry in Upper Canada were put together
for the information of St. John's Lodge, No. 3,
Kingston. Isend them to you in the hope that
their publication may lead every Brother in the
province to feel that it is his duty to add to the
material already collected, by hunting up and
preserving every document that may tend to throw
light on the subject.

S.D.F.

P. G. Sen. Warden,

The Grand Lodge of Canada fully alive to the
importance of compiling a history of the Craft in
this province, appointed a committee, several years
since, to collect materials for that purpose.
considerable progress has been made by this Com-
mittee, they have in their possession a number of

asonic documents collected from various quarters,
and have examined others which they were obliged
to retarn to the lodges to whom they belonged.” I
are convinced there are still many valaable records
extant, hid away, and perhaps forgotten in old
lumber chests, both in lodges, and in the possession
of old Masons or their descendants, which further
enquiry may bring to light, and it is_to be_hoped
that ere long a competent historiographer will, with
more materials at command, be able to compile a
complete Masonic history of Canada.

I have thought it would be interesting to the
mambers of one of the oldest Lodges in Canada, and
the only Lodge, so far as I know, that has been akle
to produce its records unbroken and unmutilated
from its formation in 1794 to the present day, to
know a little more than they do of the history of the
Craft in Canada, and have therefore culled a few
extracts from Lodge Minute Books, and other old
Masonic documents (which as a member of the
Committee of Grand Lodge, referred to above have
come under my notice), accompanied by explana-
tory remarks.

In tracing the early history of Masonry in this

country, it must be remembered that during the
eater part of last century there existed in England
wo_Grand Lodges, each claiming and exercising
Jurisdiction in the Colonies, and even in foreign
countries, whose conflicting claims were put an end
to in 1813, by “ their incorporation and consolidation
into one United Grand Lodge.”

Almost all the old Lodges of Upper Canada, or at
least those, any of whose records are still extant,
derived their origin from what is commonly called
the Athol Grand Lodge, and none of these date
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further back than 1794, but that there wire at one
time Lodges hailing from the other section of the
English Craft is evident from the following list taken
from a Masonic “ Vade Mecum” published in
London in 1797, and now in my possession. :—

No. 151, Merchants Lodge, Quebec.
“ 152, St Anciew’s © do.
“ 153, St. Patrick’s * do.
“ 155, Select “ do.

“ 154, St. Peter's “  Montreal.

“ 414, St. Paul's « do.

498 Select “ do.

“ 522, St. John's Lodge of Friendship, Montreal.
“ 989, Lodge at Detroit.

“ 320, Union Lodge, do.

“ 376, St.John's Lodge, Michilimacinac.

“ 496, Lodge of Unity, Fort Henry.

497, St James Lodge, Cataraqui.

“ 499, New Oswegalchie Lodge.

“ 430, St. John's Lodge, Niagara.

“ 408, Rawden between the Lakes.

“ 523, United “ Cornwall.

And that the most_of the above mentioned lodges
were not, even at that time, of a very recent date, is
roved by the fact that in the same list we find a
60401ge at Yarmouth, (England,) set down as No.
564.

So far as 1 have yet learned, there are no records
of any of these Lodges now remaining in Upper
Canada, with the exception of a portion of the
minutes and other documents of the “Rawden
Lodge” extendin%_from 1797 to 1800, and at that
time meeting at York. These minutes during this
period are complete, but judging from its number
as shewn in the above list, this lodge must kave
been working for several years prior to 1797.

I cannot say whether any of the Lodges enumer-
ated above are still in existence in Lower Canada,
or what materials may be extant there to compile a
history of the Craft in that portion of the province,
but the following advertisement copied from the
first number of the Quebec Gazette publishied on the
21st June, 1764, shews that the first one on the list
was at work one hundred and three years since.

“Notice is hereby given that on Sunday the 24th,
“ being the Festival of St. John, such strange Breth-
“ ren who may have a desire to join the Merchanis
“Lodge, No. 1, Quebec, may obtain liberty by
“ applying to Miles Prentics at the sun, in St. John
« s({reet, who has tickets, price five shillings for the
113 ay." .

I have also been led to understand that the
“ Union Lodge, Detroit,” referred to, is still flourish-

ing.
%Ve turn reluctantly from these, undonbtedly the
oldest Lodges in the province, to those that sprung
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from the Athol Grand Lodge, (so called from its
Grand Master,) and here we have inmany instances
an uunbroken line of succession from 1794 to the
present day.

Early in 1792, Bro. Wm. Jervis was a&)pointed
Secretary and Registrar of the Province of” Upper
Canada, and previous to his departure from ling-
land, to assume the duties of that office, he was
ereated Provincial Grand Master by the (Athol)
Grand Lodge of England. .

The following is a copy of his appointment,
* Athol Grand Master; Watkin Lewis, Senior Grand
“Warden; John Bunn, Junior Grand Warden,”
and enumerating their titles, &c.) “ Assembled in
* London on this 7th day of March, 1792, and in the
“year of Masonry 5792, with the reﬁ)resentahves of
“the several warranted Lodges, held under the
“sanction and anthority of the said Grand Lodge, in
“order to remedy the inconveniences arising from
“the delays and distances in communicating wiw
“this Grand Lodge upon various occasions by the
“warranted Lodges in Upper Canada held under
“our authorty, and to facilitate the establishment
* of new Lodges, and in order, more effectually and
“speedily, to rectify and determine all masonic
“differences, and disputes and controversies, if any
*“such should arise between the brethren now resi-
“dentin the said province of Upper Canada, it
“was this day in Grand Lodge resolved, that a
“ warrant be granted appointing s Provincial Grand
*“ Master for the Province of ﬁpper Canada, who
“shall be invested with the full and ample powers,
“ privileges, and authority, by the Constitution of
* Masonry, annexed to and vested in the said office
“ of Provincial Grand Master.

“In pursuance whereof we do hereby nominate
** constitute and appoint our trusty and well belove
“ Brother William Jervis, Esq., of Upper Canada,
“aforesaid, Grand Master of Masonry in the said
* province, and invest our R. W. Brother with full
“and ample powers, privileges, and authorily.
“hereby authorizing and empowering our raid
“R. W. Brother to grant Dispensations for the
“holding of Lodges, and making of Free Masons,
“to such brethren as shall be sufficiently quali-
“fied and duly recommended to receive the
“same, in order that such Lodges and Free-
“masons may be by us and our successors duly
“congregated and formed into regular warrante
* Lodges, according to the most ancient custom of
“the Craft in all ages and nations throughout the
“world, in order to which_the said dispensations
“shall continue in force for the space of 12 calendar
“months from the time of issuing the same respec-
“tively and no longer. And we do_by these
“ presents further suthorize, appoint, and empower
“ our said R. W. Bro. to rectify irregularities, and to
“hear, adjudge, and determine all and singular
“matters of complairt, controversies and differences,
“if any such should arise, relative to the crait, when
“ and as often as the same may occur, in any of our
“said Warranted Lodges or Masonic Bodies, or
“ between the Brothers thereof, residing or being in
“the said province of Upper Canada aforesaid,
“strictly requiring all, and every, our worthy
“Brethren in the said province, to be_conformable
“to all the orders and decress which shall be made,
“and to all things done by our R. W. Brother, in
“ pursuance hereof, and to aid and assist our said R.
“W. Brother, he our said R. W. Brother duly

“ conforming to all the known and established Rules
“and Regulations of the Ancient Craft.

“And we do by these presents further authorize
“and empower our said R. W. Brother to nominate
“and appoint his Deputy Grand Master, in and over
“the said province, who shall be invested with the
“ same powers, {wi\rlleges. and authority, to act for
“our said R. W. Brother, our Provincial Grand
“ Master, aforesaid, in his absence, or by his divec-
“tion or desire, hereb%vratﬁ'ymg .and confirming
“yv/hatever our said R. W. Provincial Grand Master
* or his deputy shall ][(ggally do in the due execution
** of their respective offices atoresaid.”

“Given under our hands, and the seal of the
“Grand Lodge in London, the day and year above
“written, (Signed),

RoBeRrT LESLIE,
Grand Secretary.”

Unfortunately R. W. Bro. Jervis was either. very
ignorant of the important duties develving upon
him as P. G. Master, or was very careless in_per-
forming thew, perhaps both, for he allowed his
subordinates to act prettg much as they pleased.
The principal of th:se, Christopher Danby, who
brought out the patent of the P. G. M. from
England, was introduced to him as a é;ood working
mason, and was consequently leoked upon as an
oracle. He managed or was allowed to take the lead
in the government cf the craft, and to him are
attributed those first deviations from Masonic law
and usage which were so disastrous to the craft in
Upper Canada for many years.

There do not appear, so far as I can learn, to have
been any Lodges constituted under the patent of
Bro. Jervis till 1794, in which year dispensations
were granted for one year for the holding of at least
six Lodges, among which was this Lodge then
called No. 6, (opened on 7th Aug.,) the others were

No. 1, Niagara.

“ 2, Queenston.

“ 3, Queens Rangers.
*“ 4, Niagara.

“ 5, Edwardsbuarg.

When the vear expired, instead of procurin
warrants from England as he should have done, an
as his patent directed he should do, the P, G. Master,
no doubtunder the influence and advice of Bro.
Danby, issnec. warrants in perpetuity to all the
above named Lodges, a thing he never would have
done had he even read over the anthority under
which he professed to act.

In 1797 the Government was removed from
Newark (now Niagara) to York (now Toronto),"and
Bro. Jervis necessarily took up his residence in that
place; the provincial Grand Lodge however con-
tinued its fanctions in Niazara without the presence
or interference of the P, G. Master.

Up to 1799 there had been added 9 Lodges to the
the 6 already in existence, viz:

No. 7, Fredericksburgh.
< Yok E

“ 10, Barton. _ )

“ 11, Mohawk Village, Grand River.
“ 12, Stamford. .

“ 18, New Johnstone, Elis:abethtown.
“ 14, Southwold.



Max 15, 1867, TIHE CRA

FTSMAN. 116

No. 15, Grimsby, and in 1802, the list in-
cludes 4 more, viz :
“ 16, York.
“ 17, Thurlow.
18, Amberstburgh.
“19, Haldimand.

But previous to this the Pro. Grand Lodge appears
to have taken all power into its own hands, and
completely to haveignored the prov. Grand Master.
any Lodges in consequence desived to have the

Prov. Grand Lodge transferred to the seat of
Government and residence of the Prov. Grand
Master. This was opposed by the Niagara Brethren,
and one reason they 8ﬁave ior the'r opposition was
that they had been at all the expet se of carrying on
the operations of Prov. Grand Lodge, most o% the
L >dges being in arrears of dues, and should Prov.
Grand Lodge be removed to York, the defaultin
Lodges would carry a resolution to wipe off
outs.anding claims.

The following letter shews that the Niagara
Bre.hren were rapidly progressiug in their unconsti-
tuiional assumptions.

“ NIAGARA, 19 Dec., 1801.

“R. Wor. W. Jervis. Sir and Brother, At a special
s meetmﬁ of Grand Lodge, held by adjournment on
“the 14th inst,, I was ordered tv acanaint you with
“the nomination_of Greorge Forsyth, Esq., to the
“office of Grand Master in case of your non-attend-
“ance on the 28th inst.”

S. TIFFANY,
G. Secy.

This threat does not appear to have been put in
execution at this time, as shewn by a printed
circular containing list of Grand ofhcers, dated
Niagara, 29th March, 1802, for there we find R.
Wor. W. Jervis, G. M.; R. Wor. Robt. Kerr, D. G.
M.; R. Wor. Geo. Forsyth, G. S. W.; R. Wor. Alex.

G.'J. W.; R. Wor. Sylvester Tiffany, G-
Secretary, &c. .

On the 13th of March (1802), Bro. Richard Beasly,
of Barton, wrote to R. W. Bro. Jervis on the subject
of the meeting of Prov. Grand Lodge, as follows :—

“To give you some information respecting the
“transactions of the Grand Lodge at the last
“Quarterly communication, I had it not in my
- 1'Q‘)ower to attend, the M’astgr of Lodge No. 10
“Foweverattended. Your dismission from office was
“strongly urged, there being only five mresent,
« (“!!!‘{]there.was three against yon and two for
“you; the business was postponed to the Quarterly
“ communication in June; it is then to be brought
“to issue. I should suppose that youm, as Prov.
“Grand Master, have itin your power to_summon
“the different ’Lodges undecr your jurisdiction to
“meet at York.  If s0, why not summon them to
“attend at the Quarterfy Communication in June,
“and summon the Grand Lodge with the res’.
“Could that be accomplished, the business would
“most certainly be determined in your fayor, and
“an end put to the views of some individuals
“ composing the Grand Lodge.”

nly fancy the discussion, in a Prov. G. Lodge of
the question of deposing the Prov. G.. Master froxm his
office, and in a Prov. G. Lodge too when only five
members were present. No wonder the decision was
postponed, but the deed appears 10 have been ac-
complished at the Decembey Meeting of this ssme
year, (1802) asshewn by the following extract from

a printed circular, signed Christopher Danby, P. D.
G. M and dated Niagara, 27th January, 1803.

“You have perhaps heard something res-
“pecting the Grand or Provincial Grand Waurrant
“ remaining in possession of our late Grand Master
“Jervis, and of the Grand Lodge being held in
“ Niagara. We wish you to be perfectly informed of
* the use and intention of a Provincial Warrant. It
“is granted to an individual travellin%hmto, or living
“in a distant part of the Globe, for the purpose of
“ establishing masonry there; it gives the brother
“to whom it is ted full power and authority to
“issue not less than five private warrants to form a
“Grand Lodge. The Master and Wardens being
“ regularly summoned for that purpose, meet as a
 committee, agreeably to the constitution, and out
“of that committee are elected the and officers
“ who must be installed the ensuing St. John’s Day
“by the authority ofthat warrant; this being done,
“then ceases the power and authority of the pro-
* vincial warrant, and the Grand Lodge thus consti-
* tuted, is a complete Grand Lodge, &c., and their
“ authority is equal in every respect to_the Grand
“Lodge in England, which gave them birth.”

One canust help being amused both at the
effrontery and ignorance of masonic law displayed in
the above circuler. We must only charitably
conclude that when he penned it, poor Danby must
have been under the influence of trat stimulus
which brought him to his graye at last. .

The following, which we give entire, exceeds it
however in cool impertinence.

N1AGARA, April 24th, 1803.

“R. W. Sir and Brother,—The R. W. George
¢ Forsyth being installed Grand Master for this year,
“T am ordered by the Grand Lodge to request that
“ you will be pleased to send the Jewels, and what-
“ever belongs to the Grand Lod%ee in your hands,
“that the proper officers may instailed with
“them. I am also directed to communicate to you
“that the Grand Lodge sincerely thank you for
“your services.”

Byorder of Grand Lodge,
S. TIFFANY,
G. Sec'y

W. JERVIS, Esq.

“ P, 8.—Bro. Kendrick will be a proper hand by
“ whom to send as above requested.” S. T.

Tt must be remembered that the question was, not
whether a certain number of Lodges had or had not
the right to form a Grand Lodge in a country where
there was none, (for the Prov. Grand Lodge at
Niacara still professed to be under the jurisdiction
of the Gmm? Lodge of England), but whether a
Prov. Grand Lodge conld, nnder the sanction of the
~warrant of a Prov. Grand Master, throw overboard
that Provincial Grand Master, and without hir
consent or even Jnowledge, elect another in his
place, a thing absolutely ridicalous. But what

rincipally c%afed the Niagara Brethren was
that 1€ W. 1'ro. Jervis had, motwithstanding his
apparent indifference to the duties of his office and
{o the interests of the craft, retained in his posses-
sion his patent as Prov. G. Master, and indeed it
would have been highly improper not to have done

50.
Many attempts were made, both previous and

subsequent to this time, to obtain possession of this
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document, which were some years after the death of

Bro. Jervis said to have been successful. but what
eventually became of'it I heve never heard.

The following sensible letter relutmiy _to the
assumi)hon of the P, G. Lodge, is {rom Bro. Jermyn
Patrick, of Lodge No. 6, Iﬁngston, to R. W. Bro.
Jervis. Bro. Patrick was an Englishman, and was
made 2 masen in his native country in 179v. He
resided many years in this city, and was, if I am not
mistaken, owner ofthe ground on which this building
stands. e was well known as a worthy man and
a good mason; I dare say some who now hear me,
may recollect .him ; our records show that he vas
long a member of .ti)is lodge and often elccted to fill
the chair. The Wor. Master has just reminded me
that he is a grandson of Bro. Futrick.

KiNaston, 17th, March, 1803.

“R. W. Bro. Jervis, on the 29th January, fast, 1
“received aletter from Bro. Tiffany, dated the 18thof
“ same month, stating that Bro. George Forsyth was
“Grand Master, Christopher Danby, D. G. M., &c.,
“and wishing me to communicate the same to the
* different loflges. I laid the communication before
“No. 6. According to the present appearance of
“ things, they highfy reprobate the conduct of the
“members at Niagara, but forbare making a formal
“declaration until farth > information on the subject.
“I was by them requested to write you a private
“letter, requiring of you the terrms of your warrant or
“ dispensation, granted by the grand lodge of England,
“as much as appertains to your appointment and
“authority. I humbly presame IR. W. Sir, the
“request s trnly laudable, for No. 6 feel it as
“an incumbent duty {o support you in your office,
“ (still supposing you are right), yet want_this
“information for the establishing of this opinion
“and to fully report it again to the members at
“Niagara. Tsay again,because they have heretofore
“repeatedly presumed to disapprove their conduct
“on this head when it was but in agitation. 1
“mention this, doubting whether you Tave been
“fully informed of the conduct of No. 6 towards the
“Prov. & Lodge, respecting this business. My
* doubts arise from what Bro Cotton observed. He
“ says, fvou did not know me personally orb rcporL{
“This I know, my conduct since I had thehonoro
“being the Master of No. 6, has appeared conspicuous
“in the Prov. G. Lodge, ecither in a good or evil
‘“point of view, in consequence of an earnest desire
“that unanimity and respectability might pervade
“that body; we had so far exerted ourselves by
* frequent remonstrances, that unhappily we differed
“ go far in opinion as to Incur .neir cersure, and it
“seems they were on the point of calling home our
“warrant, and braunded us with the ¢pithet of a
“litigious lodge, but finally the storm subsided. They
“acknowledged some Irregularities, and so _far
“acceded to our propesitions as to put an end to
‘ present altercation. _

“The subject matter of this dispute was, in the
“first place they demanded regular guarterage, with
“our attendance; our local situation rendered this
“ burthensome and inconsistent ; our next subject of
* complaint was in the official printed communica-
“tions they were concluded with these words “ By
“order of the Grand Lodge,” the word * Master”
“being erased. Such communications we contended
“ were illegal, and submitt~d it as our opinion that
“they had no power to sit and act as a P’. G. Lodge
* without a warrant or dispensation any more thah

1415 the error I presume onx

“a private Lodge conld do. In answer they con-
“tended that “as being a Grand Lodge fully
‘constituted and appomted by virtue of ae
“ original warrant, they no_ longer mneeded thut
“instrument.” No. 6 rejected their arguments, and
“again explained. They returned usa vague answer
* on this head and with a view of reconciling matters
“acceded to our requests in other respeets; so the
* controversy dropped. We now find the subjct of
* complaint amply renewed by your total rejection,
“they having of themselves chosen another in your
“place. I sent you a copy of our letter to them on
** this subject, but as I never received ananswer, am
** fearful 1t did not come to your hand.

“Permit me R. W. Sir, iff I offer my private
“ opinion on the subject which divides the minds of
“the Brethren of Upper Canada. The rock on
“which our Niagara Brethren split upon appears
“obvious to me, and I trust a few observations
“ cormmunicated by a proper channel would con-
“vince them of their error ; but they are not disposed
“te hear counsel from inferior Lodges, especially of
“their own creating. The argument they use in
“ support of their measure is, that “ being a regular
“constituted Grand Lodge by virtue of & warrant
“frora the Grand Lodge of England, they are fully
“ empowered (by being so formed) to act and con-
“tinue as such without the further aid of that
“instrument.” In answer to tnis I observe they are
“not, nor never have been a Grand Lodge, but a
“ Provincial Grand Lodge only. Permit me to say,
“Sir, that a Grand Lodge is a sell erected power
“formed by the conjunction of a certain number of
| “ Lodges convened for that purpose; by virtue of
“that conjunction, that Grand Lodge so formed
“have an inherent principle of transmitting to their
“successors their (so acquired) authority ; their
“ minutes on record is their sufficient warrant. Such
* was the case in the establishment of the Grand
“ Lodge of England, and such has repeatedly been
“the case in North America, for cvery state on the
“other side of the water had its Grand Lodge
“established, which has been acknowledged
“through Europe, they being no longer under the
“ jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Iﬁlgland. This
Niagara Brethren have
“ fallen into, not making that necessary distinction
“between Grand Lodges, and Provincial Grand
“Lodges. Am fearful you will think me tedious, but
“must fn;esume still further on your il{)atlence when
“T explain my ideas of a Provincial Grand Lodge
“ which experience taught me baofore I left England,
“for there are many Provincial Grand Lodges there
“for the purpose of relieving the Brethren of the
“Grand Badge, also for the convenience of the craft.
“The Provincial Grand Master holds his authority
“from the Grand Master and his officers, and act as
“so many agents {or the Grand Body; to them and
“to their successors they are accountable, and none
“else can dispossess them, There 1s no specific time
s Stlhat I kmow of) when that authority dies, but at
“the will of the agent or the body who appoints
“him. If he does anything unworthy his situation,
“he may be reported by the Brethren who have
“knowledge ofit, and the Grand Lodge will take
“ cognizance of'it, and it proper, dispossess him of
“his office. Such I presume is the situation of
“overy Irovincial Grand Master under the Grand
“Lodge of IEngland, and unless our Upper Canada
“Brethren choosc to throw off their dependence on
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“the Grand I dge of England, they must acknow-
“ledge the tgent appointed them or solicit another
“ghewing just cause. I amn again constrained to ask
 your pardon for my prolixity.”

The "above letter is not the only one by any
means, that might be quoted to shew the great dis-
satisfaction that existed at the unwarranted and
illegal assumption of power by the I’rovincial Grand
Lodge, and the Provincial Grand Master was at
length aroused to exert his lawful authority to »ut
a stop to the doings of the Niagara brethren. 1le
decided upon calling a I’rovineial Grand Lodge to
be held at York and the following circular was
issued in his name by Bro. J. Patrick, as acting
Prov. G. Secretary,

Kinaston, 2nd October, 1803.

“ By virtue of anthority vested in_me by the R.
“W. Prov. Grand Master, Wm. Jervis, Isq., of
“ Grand Secretary, I address yon on the subject of
“ Masonry. I presvme you cannot be ignorant of
“some of the unwarrantable proceedings of the
“Brethren at Niagara, I mean those who are in {)os-
“gession of the Regalia, who consider themselves
“the Grand Lodge of the Province.

“ That they did, without the consent, or even the
“Lknowledge of the only true Provincial Grand
“ Master of this province, nominally throw him out
“of office, and created another in his place, thereby
“exercising an authority unconstitutionally, which
“ hag unhapply produced anarchy and confusion
“among the crait. In order that the Brethren
“ working under the sanction of the Grand Warrant
“may have a clear a» 1 perfect idea of their pro-
“ceedings, and also in order that a true and legal
“ Provincial Grand_Lodge may be established in
“this province, the R. W. Prov. Grand Master, W.
* Jervis, has thought it expedient to have ever
“Lodge under his jurisdiction to meet him at Yor
in the person of their proper officers, and there to
“ hold a grand convention and form a Prov. Grand
“Lodge. The Prov. Grand Officersbeing a deputa-

“ tion Irom the Grand Lodge of England, the person |

“appointed cannot be divested but by the power
“who invested him. The above proceedings
“therefore are an iniringement of the prerogative of
“the Grand Lodge of England, and when trans-
“ mitved vo them, which wil: be immediately after
“the Grand convention, they no doubt will take
“no.ice of it and act accorc agly.

“Lodge No.—I hercLy summons fo attend the
“ Right Worshipful Provincial Grand_ Master, W.
*Jervis, at York, on the 10th day of February, 1804,
“ g proper officer will therefore represent the Lodge,
“ heing duly clothed, and with the Jewels, to meet
“the officers of othe. subordinate Lodges in Grand
*“convention for the purpose of restoring harmony
“and to settle some constitutional points in masonry
“ heretofore_ unhsppily misunderstood. Signed
“Jermyn DPatrick, acting Secretary, under the
“doputation from the Grand Lodge of England.“

A Provincial Grand Lodge was accordingly held
at York, on the 10th February, 1804, and out of 21
Lodges which had been constituted under the
anthority of R. W. Bro. Jervis, 8 were there repre-
sented, 2 shewed good cause by letter wh ey
could not be present, 8 did not attend and sglewed
no cause, and the remaining 8 were dead warrants.

After opening Prov. Grand Lodge, the Prov.
Grand Masters warrant was read and also a portion

of *he Constitution relating to the office of Prov.
Grand Master, whenit was unanimously resolved :—

“That as the irregularities of the Drethren who
“ catl themseives the Grand Lodge of this provincee,
“sitting at Niagara, have been so manifest, ana
“ contrary tothe true andancient design of the craft
“and their proceedings so unconstitutional and
“jllegal, that they have unwarrantably eclected
“ (without the consent or knowledge of the one and
*only legal Prov. Grand Master, W. Jorvis, Bsq.,) a
« Grand Moster and other Grand Officers, and have
“further ,roceedeC after such election to style
“theme: Ives the Grand Lodge of Ubper Canad
“and have issued summonses to the difleren
“ Lodges of this Province, (the same heing under
“and within the jurisdiction of the Grand fodge of
“BEngland) to attend their Quarterly Communica-
“tons and o pay up their dues.

“In order 1o prevent such abuses and to put a
“stop to such illegal practices, and further, in order
“that harmony should be stored to the craft in
“this province, an event devoutly wished by all
¢ Wort}lx)y Brethren, and f{urther, as some of the
“ Lodges under aud within the jurisdiction aforesaid
“have y-tually attended to summonses from the
“aforesaid Brethren of Niagara, to the end that
“anarchy and confusion have unhappily prevailed
“among the craft in the Province.

“That therefore the R. W. Bro. W. Jervis, Isq.,
“Prov. Grand Master, boing duly authorized by
“virtue of the Warrant from the Grand Lodge of
“England, summoned all the Lodges under his
“jurisdiction to meet him in convention at York, the
“10th day of Feb’y, 1804, in order to deliberate how
«“ to remove the aforesaid evils, and constitutionally
< establish harmony and good order among the craft.

“Eigh* Lodges having assembled agreeable to
“sammons (with the connivance of2 others), and
“having had reference to the Prov. Grand Masters
‘“warrant, and also the constitution, touching the
“ prerogatives and duties of a Prov. Grand Master,
and for other good cavses, do hereby feel them-
“selves constrained to accord with the R. 'W. Prov.
“Grand Master, W. Jervis, lisq., in establishing the
“Prov. Grand Lodge of this province, in the town
‘: of Sl(ork, and that 1t is hereby established accord-
“ingly.”

It was also resolved “that the Prov. Grand Lodge
“do request our R. W. Prov. Grand Master, W.
“Jervis, Esq., to embrace the earliest opportunity of
“ communicating to the GSrand Lodge of England
“the proceedings of this Prov. Gran& Lodge, at the
“same time to state the proceedings of that body of
“Masons sitting at Niagara, and calling themselves
“the Grand Lodge of this province, informing them
“(the Grand Lodge of England), that they (the
“aforesaid Brethren at Niagara), do wilfully with-
“hold the regalia of the Prov, Grand Loage and the
“requisite documenis, by which means the Prov.
“ Grand Lodge is not in nossession of materials to
“make true representation of the craft in the
“ province.”

a.so* that the Grand Secretary be directed to
“demand in the name_of the R. W. Prov. Grand
“Master, W. Jervis, Esq,, and this Prov. Grand
“Lodge, of the Brethren at Niagara asswming the
“title of the Grand Lodge of %})pgr Canada, the
“regolia withits a;t)ﬁendagqs belonging to the Prov.
“Grand Lodge of this province.”
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Also, * That the Prov. G. Secretary be directed to
“summon the brethren who call themselves the
“Grand Lod%g of this Province, sitting at Niagara,
“to attend this Prov. G. Lodge, at York, at the
“Quarterly communication in June next, to answer
“for their Jate unmasonic conduct.”

Also, “ That a Grand Chapter be established in
“this Province," and “that the same be held at the
“town of York,”

This was not however carried out, but eventually
(as_we shall see hereafter), constituted at Kingston.

The Prov. Grand Lodgc extended its sittings over
three days and apparently got through a good deal
of work, but after this time the Prov. Grand Muster
seems to have lapsed into his former state of in-
difference as regards masonry, and left it to govern
itself, for so faras I am awarehe never called another
Prov. G. Lodge.

The proceedings of this Provincial Grand Lodge
were sent to England and the following extracts are
from the reply of the Gr. Secretary to Bro. Jertis,
dated “30th June, 1804,—R. W. Sir an- Bro,, It has
“been matter of serious regret that in u.e granting
“ your warrants, due respect and attent. n has not
“in any one instance been paid thereto, mnor
“any returns according to regulations, yeariy or
“otherwise, of the members of and wnder the
“several dispensations for warrants granted by you
“as P. G M,, how to remedy this defect let me
“entreat the most serious attention of your Prov.
“Grand Lodge, and an attentive perusa’ of the
“ guthority under which you act.”

Although Bro. Jervis must have received this
letter in the fall of1804, he did not appear to bein any
hurry to communicate its contents, for we find his
Prov. G. Secretary, Bro. Patrick, thus writing to him
on the 4tli Novemb .. 1805, (after complaining of the
slowness of the lodges, in sending in their returns,
he goes on tosay), “ and whatadds tomy perplexity,
‘and to my great surprise that no answer has been
“received.from the Grand Lodge of Eneland, their
“ Jast return is dated last March,” (proceedings of
the Athol Grand Lodge), “ at which timo they must

‘of course have been posession of my letter, but not
“one word on the subject. 'We must be either right
“or ‘wrong. I have received communicauons from
“the Grand Lodge of Halifaxand Quebec, in answer
“{o m?r letter on the preseat establishment, they are
“highly gratifying,”&c. I have not been abﬁa {0
learn what action, if any, was taken by the Niagara
Brethren on the resolutions and demand of the
Provincial Grand Lodge. It is evident, however,
that they did not submit to Bro. Jervis, but con-
tinued to meet at interyals more or less remote. But
the attendance was strietly local and never included

representatives from lodges at any distance from
Niagara.

‘We now pass over a few years, and on the
7th May, 1809, we find Lodge No. 15, reguesting
its Master to call on the Grand Secretary far infor-
mation as to the Niagara Grand Lodge, and in Ma.y,
1811, No. 16, “by command of the lodge acknow-
“ledges in {ull the authority of the ﬁ W. Bro,
“Jervis, and condemns the Niagara Lodge, and

(=)

“advises a circular to the Lodges testifying hi

“ ]E.easure as Prov. Grand Master, and cautioning
“ Lodges not to be imposed on.” Lodge No. 8
writes to the same eftect in the same month.

dis- | “ punctually paying our
the
also ! 3
l“ Ancient and

The Niagara Brethren must at this time have been
making fresh_cxertions to uae their authority ac-
knowledged by the Lodges, for we have another
letter to Bro. Jervis from Sxmon Zelotes 'Watson,
dated Ancaster, July 4th, in the same year from
which we ke some extracts., )

“On my way from Westminister to this n{)lo.ce I
“had the ]ﬁeasp.re to celebrate the festival of 5t.
“John the Baptist, with my brethren of 21, Oxford,
“and having visited the Toronto Lodge of York, last
“ April, at the time you condescended to honor us
“with your presence, with the Grand Warrant,
“which was then read, and several communications
“ made ‘o that Lodge explanatory of the duplicity of
“the nominal Grand Lodge of Niagara, together
“with Mr. Kerr, being then at York, and having
“ questioned the legality of the warrant of the To-
“ronto Lodge, who cited him to appear and shew
“ cause for, and substantiate this aspersions, which
“ he notwithstanding refused to do. This informa-
“t{ion I thought it my duty to state to the Brethren
“of Oxford, for the good of the Royal Craft, which I
“did in _open Lodge, and they saw it in the same
“light that I did, and appointed two of' their mem-
“bers to draft a letter to the Grand Lodge of
“ Niagara, these two asked my assistance, and I
« dr:fted a letter, of which the following is a frue
Iy COP}'.”

OxrORD, 24th June, 1811.

“R. Wor, Sir and Brother,—I have it in command
“{rom the Wor. Master, Wardens and Brethren of
“ Lodge No. 21, in open Lodge assembled, to inform
“you that in your communication dated Grand
“ Lodge, Niagara, 20th Dec, 1810, addressed to the
“Wor. Master of this Lodge, containing a list of
“QGrand Officers for tne present year, wherein
“Robert Kerr, Esq. is announced as Prov. Grand
““ Master, and having always understood that the R.
“«Wor, Wm. Jervis, Esq., has been legally appointed
* (3rand Master of Masons in Upper Canada by a
“regular Warraut from the Grand Lodge of Eng-
“Jaund, and empowering him, the said W. Jervis,
“ Tisq., to constitute and organize a Grand Lodge in
“the said province, and appoint the proper officers
“to rule and govern the same, at the same time we
“have always conceived thet the warrant under
“which we work emanated from the authority of the
% said Grand Warrant, through the R. Wor. C. Danby,
“D. G. M., w'.o we alwayssupposed had been legally
“ appointed to that office by said Grand Master, by
“wwhose delegated authority the said D. G. M. was
“ anthorized to issue warrants to constitute LoLLges
“gaccordingly, and having been lately informed that
“the high and honorable situation of Grand Master
“is permanent and not elective, Lodge No. 21,
“have humbly conceived it to be their mﬁ:sgansx ble
“quty to look up to the Grand Master, hambl
“ requestinﬁ to be informed whether the said Gran
“Warrant has been superseded by another, issned
“ from the same source of authont% constituting and
“gppointing the sald Robert Kerr, Esq, FProv.
“Grand Master of Masnsin the province of Upper
“ Canada; if so we shall at all timesbe hapﬁy to
“acknowledge -nd recognize him as such in
“ scrnpulousTy obser\rmg a due_subordination, in

I ues, and otherwise render-
“ing every respect and attention consistent with the
“ es%ablished us%es, laws and customs of the Most
onorable Fraternity of Free and
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* Accepted Masons accordinztothe old constitutions. |
“With high considera%ion. T have the honor, &ec.,

Signed, W. SUMNER,
Secretary.

“It is at the request of the Wor. Moster and
“ Brethren of Lodge 21 that I give you tuis infor-
“mation, observing at the same time that they will
“be happy to be honored with any Masonic commu-
“nication you may think x}roper to make them.
“With high consideration, I have the honor to be
“R. W. Sit, your friend and Brother.”

Signed, S. Z. WATSON.
(To be continued.)

WISDOM—ONE 0E THE PILLARS.

A man may know all about the rocks, and his
heart remain as hard as they are ; 2 man may know
all about the winds, ai.d be the sport of passion as
fierce as they ; a man may know all about the stars,
and his fate be the meteor’s, that after a_briet and
brilliant career, is quenched in eternal night; a man
may know all about the sea, and his soul resemble
its troubled waters, which can not rest; a man may
know how to rule the spirits of the elements, yet

ow not how to rule his own; a man may know

how to turn aside the flashing thunderbolt, but not
the wrath of God from his own guiltﬁ head ; he may
know all that La Place knew—all that Shakspeare
lmew—all that Watt knew—all that the greatest
‘tgex.nuses have known; he may know all his mys-
eries and all knowledge, but if he does not know
his Bible, what shall 1t avail? I take my stand by
the bed of a dying philosopher, as well as of a dying
miser, and ask of the world’s wisdom, as of the
world’s wealth, * What shall it profit a man if Le
gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?” :
_ 1 despise not the lights of science, but they burn
in a dying chamber as dim as its candles. They can
not penetrate the mists of death, nor light the path-
way of the weary tiaveller on his way inthat valley
through which we have all to pass. Commend me,
therefore, to the light which illumes the last hour
of his life; commend me to the light that can
irradiate the face of death; commend me to the
light that, when all others are quenched, shall gnide
my foot to the portals of that blessed world where
there is no need of the moon, and no need of any
created h%lts, for God and the Lamb are the light
thereof. Brethren, leave others to climb the steeps
of fame; brother, put your feet upon the ladder
that scales the sky, nor mind though your brows
are never crowned with fading bays, if you win,
through faith, the crown of eternal life.

Some of the craft banners, under which the Scottish
craftsman fought in the troubles of the 17th century,
are still in existence. One bears this inscription :
“ The perfeci honor of a craft, or beauty of a trade, 7s not
tn wealth, but_in moral worlhbwhereby virtue gains
renown,” and is surmounted by the words “ Grrace
and peace,” bearing date 1604.

FREEMASONRY is an establisment founded on the
benevolent intention of extending and conferring
mutuel happiness, upon the best and traest
principles of moral life and social virtue.

THE WORLD WOULD BE THE BETTER FOR IT,
~LOVE—CHARITY.

BY M, I, COBD.

If men caved less for wealth and fame,
- Ar- less for battle-fields and glory ;
If writ in human hearts a namo
Seeméd better than in song or story,
If men, instead of nursing pride,
Would lcara to hato it and abhor it;
* If moro relied on lovoe to guide,
The world would be the better for it

If 13en dealt less in stocks and lands,
And more in decds and bouds fratemnal;

If Love's work had more willing hands,
To link this world to tho supernal;

If men stored up love’s oil and wine,
And on bruised human hearts would pour it ;
If ¢ yours ™ and * mine ” would once combine,
The world would be the better for it..

1f morc would act the play of life,
And fewer spoil it in rchearsal ;
If bigotry would sheathe its knifo
Till good became more universal ;
If custom, gray with ages grown,
Had fewer bliud men to adoreit;
If talent shown for truth alone,
The world would be the belter for it.

If men were wise in littlo things,
Affecting less in all their dealings;
If hearts had fewer rusted strings
To isvlate their kindly feelings ;
If men, when wrong beats down tho right,
Would strike together and restore it;
If right made might in every fight,
The world would be the betler for it.

THE TRUE MASON'S DUTY.

*

‘What can be more divine than the moral precepts
of Masonry ? 'What more sublime than CYlmity——
the soul and essence of Masonry ? To love your
neighbor as yourself ; to love your Creator without
reserve; to love even your enemies; to forget
injuries ; pardon offences ; conquer evil with good ;
to be joyiul with those that are heppy ; to weep
with those in affliction ; to enlighten those that are
in darkness; to reclaim those who have strayed ;
to jud%e not rashly, lest ye be judged ; and to assist
the unfortunate, are among the duties we are called
upon to fulfil by the action of our Masonic vows.

e are not to measure the riches or talents of our
neighbor, hut to dispense our gifts to those who lack
them. Not to advance our own interests, but rather
to sacrifice them to the general good of humanity.
We are to be good, true, compassionate, affable,
generous, merciful and clement. To be a faith{ul
subject in the country where you live, respec’, the
laws, u constant friend, &_worthy husband, a good
father, a tender, respectful and submissive son, &
careful and vigilant master, full of charity towards
all, and favor and countenance all honest intentions.
Show me a world of true Masons, and I will point

ﬁou to the peaceful abode -of innocence and
appiness.
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HISTORY OF MASONRY IN CANADA.

In the second number of the CRAFTSMAN we
referred to the action taken by the Grand Lodge to
procure the preparation of a history of Freemasonry
in this Province, and to the proceedings already
taken by the excellent Committee appointed for that
purpose. Brother Fowler, of Kingston, as Chairman
of the Committee, has taken a great deal of pains to
collate from the records whic.. have come into his
possession, a readable history of the Craft in Canada,
and with great kindness he has offered to give the
brethren, thhough the columns of this journal,
the benefit of his laborious and pains-taking|*
labours. We publish this month the first part|*
of the history of Freemasonry in this Country,
which will ‘be followed by three other papers of
about the same length, making in all a very com-
plete and intensely interesting resume of the early
history and continued progress of Craft Masonry in
Canada. We are quite sure that our readers will
peruse with the greatest interest, these papers; and
that they will join with us in *hanking Bro. Fowler
for having added to the many services which Le has
already rendered Freemasonry, this additional and
most important effort to instruct and improve them.

SANCTITY OF THE BALLOT.

The obligations which prevail among Freemasons
towards each other, the principles of brotherly love,
relief and trath which ought to govern their inter-
course, and the deep responsibility which restsupon
them to ohserve, at all times and under all circum-
stances, the five points of fellowship, render the duty
of exercising great caution and judgment in the ad-
mission of members a most imperatdve one. So
strongly has the impnrtance attaching to the admis-
sion of members to 2 Lodge been felt, that the old
regulations of the Grand Lodge of England, as re-
vised in 1767, insisted upon unanimity, and provided
for the preservation of that unanimity, in these
words:—* But no man can be entered a brother in
“any particular lodge, or admitted a member thereof,
“ywithout the unanimous consent of all the members
“of the lodge then present, when the candidate is
“ preparad, and when their consent is formally asked
“ by the Master. They are to give their consent in
“ their own prudent way, either virtually or in form,
“ but with unavimity. Nor is thisinherent privilege
“gubject to a dispensation ; because the members of

“a particular lodge are the best judgesof'it; and be-
“cause if & turbulent member should be imposed
“upon them, it might spoil their harmony, or hinder
“the freedom of their communication, or even break
“or disperse the lodges, which ought to be avoided
“by sall true and {»ithful.” The rule in this country
does not require absolute unanimity, but two black
balls appearing against a candidate absolutely ex-
cludes him beyond the power of appeal. So that
the regulations of Freemasonry provide the fallest
protection against unworthy men being admitted to
o participation in the advantages of the Craft.

Not only is this almost absolute unanimity re-
quired, but the greatest secresy is enforced. In the
Book of Constitutions, under the head * of members
“and their duty,” we read, “Any brother who
“ shall violate the secresy of the ballot on candidates
“for initiation or membership, by stating how he
“voted or intended to vote, or b, endeavormg to
“ascertain how a brother voted, or if he shouid be

“aware and mention it to another brother, shall

‘render himself liable to severe Masonic censure,
“and for a second offence, to expulsion.” By this
rule the duty of accepting or rejecting a candidate
is thrown upon the individual Mason. Itisa matter
between himself and his own conscience, the very
secresy of which but enhances the magnitude of the
responsibility under which he rests. Weighing
well the obligations which the candidate will have
to assume towards his brethren on his entrance into
Freemasonry, and the corresponding obligations
which he and his brethren are at once placed under
towards the newly initiated member, he has to
decide whether the person applying is aualified to
fulfil those obligations or entitled to receive the
benefits of the institation. Upon the decision of
that question must depend the manner in which
the ballot shall be exercised.

The qualifications for a candidate for Free-
mesonry are clearly laid down in the ancient
charges. “The persons made members or admitted
“members of a lodge must be good and true men,
“free born, and of mature and discreet age and
“gound judgment ; no bondmen, no women, no im-
“moral or scandalous men, but of good report.”
These are the simple qualifications required in the
candidate; and upon his possession of them must
depend the guestion of his admission to the Craft.
A sound mind, and high moral principle, a willing-
ness to obey the moral law, a belief in the glorious
architect of heaven and carth, and the constant
practice of the sacred duties of morality—these are
the requisites in those who are to seck, and be
entitled to obtain, the privileges of Freemasonry.
Upon their possession of them, and npon that alone,
must depend the exercise of the right of ballot. No
member of a lodge has & right, for mere personal
considerations, to impose upon the fraternity an un-
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worthy member; the sucred and conscientious
exercise of the Masonw'e franchise is incumbent upon
all. It should be remembered that from the
moment of his initiation, the Freemascn not only
assumes serious obligations towards the entire fra-
ternity, but that the fraternity is placed in a position
of great responsibility and under the most solemn
obligations to him; and the constant remembrance
of this {act is the best gu~rantee for the honest
maintenance of the sanctity of the ballot.

1t is to be feared that ir some cases the desire to
incresse the membership of 0 Lodge, and to promote
its financial prosperity, begets s disposition of laxity
in this matter. Nothing can be more dangerous to
the interests of the Craft than this spirit of indiffer-
ence. It tends to the introduction of men who
become a discredit to the fraternity; it provokes a
want of cordiality and good freling among, Masons;
it interferes with the full exercise of the great
Masonic precept of brotherly love; it induces =
carelessness, so.netimes an entire forgetfulness, of
the sanctity of the Masonic obligations, and it gives
to profanes the opportunity of pointiag the finger
of reproach at us, and exclmmmg, “see how ‘these
Freemasons hate one another.” Let it be our object
to preserve the institution from the presence of the
unworthy, to deposit our ballot with the tull con-
sciousness of the great responsibility involved in the
act, and we may then hope for a membershi_, pure
and unsullied, a membership which, by the exhibi-
tion of grod works, will challeuge the respect of all
who care to investigate the principles of Ancient
Free and Accepted Masonry.

THE MASONIC ASYLUM.

In-the year 1859, during the Session of the Grand
Lodge at Kingston, 2 Memorial from the Officers of
St. Andrew’s Lodge of Toronto, suggesting the|.
desu'ablhty of rmsmg some pubhc Masomc Monu-~
ment in exemphﬁcatlon of the grand and funde-
mental principles of our Order, ** Brotherly Love,
Relief, and Truth,” was submitted for the considera-
tion of the Craft: and the appointment of a Com-
mittee, whose duty it should be to ascertain the
most satisfactory method of carrying out that object,
was proyed for. In compliance with that prayer a
Committee was named by the Grand Master.

At the succeeding annual Communication, held at
Ottawa in the year 1860, the Committee expressed
their regret that so much time had, up to that
period, been lost, and earnestly recommended their
re-appointment and the nomination of a Chairman,
with instructions to take immediate steps for bring-
ing the subject before the Craft in a tangible shape,
with a view to action being taken thereupon -with-
out further delay.

And, once more, during the Sixth Communication,

which took rlace at London in the year 1861, the
Commitiee presented their Report, a Report drawn
up with great ability, of a truly Masonic character,
and one which all who were fortunute enough to
hear read, listened to, I feel assured, with senfi-
ments of unbounded satisfaction.

Various, and nobly supported, ar: the Masonic
Institutions in difterent quarters of the Globe : there
are Schools, there are Hospitals, there are Asylums;
and some difficulty was experienced, while weigh-
ing the respective merits displayed by these differ-
ent Establishments, in selecting one to the rejection
of the others, as the one most likely to be prodnetive,
in this Province, of the greatest amount of good.
An Asylum was finally determined on; and, for
myself, I fully recognize the wisdom of the selection.
The aged, the destitute, the widowed, the orphaned
mermbers, or relatives of members, of our Craft have
the most pressing claims upon our notice: and all
these will be admissible within the walls of our
Sanctuary.

There are Common Schools in every Township
of the Province wherein the children of Free-
masons may receive, equally with all other children,
a good and almost gratnitous education: there are
“Homes" in most of our larger Towus where the
old and the infirm may find a refuge: there are
Hospitals, too, including one for the deaf, the dumb,
and the blind: and there are numerous und safe
Assurance Companies for the use and the benefit of
the provident when failing strength forbids the avin
to work,~—or when Jeatb lays low the Parent on
whose exertions a ‘whole tamily has haply depended
for subsistence: but there is no Institution that sub-
serves the purposes to which our proposed Asylum
will be devoted ; there is none, of any description,
appropriated erclusively to the requirements of ounr
ancient and honourable Fraternity. And when it
is borne in mind that, at the time the subject was
first mooted, it was calculated that there were
10,000 Members of our Body, independent, of course,
of their wives and children, then residentin Canada,
and that that number is now largely increased, the
effort we are moking, the appeal we are urging, in
behalf of such an Institution should be deemed
neither uncalled for nor premature.

. The only question for our consideration, then, is
that regarding the method to be adopted for raising
a Fuand sufficient for our purpose. An appeal was
made, some few years ago, to the various subordi-
nate Lodges, working under the Grand Lodge of
Canada, for Lodge Contribntions in aid of this great
undertsking. In some instances, among others in
the case of my own Lodge, the Cormthmn Lodge of
Peterboro, that appeal met with a prompt and
cheerful response; but the great majority of the
Lodges neglected to iurmsh a practical expression

‘of their adhesxon to the recommendation of the
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Committee. In this, as in other instances, whether
connected with Freemasonry or not, it was said,
“IVe prefer waiting to see how the matter answers,
and how the money will be disposed of.” Now, it
is self-evident that unless funds be forthcoming for
any specific object, that object is nnattainable ; and
it is much to be regretted that a sum of money
commensurate with the ability of each Lodge, was
not at once contributed by every Lodge in the Pro-
vince, with a proviso, if thought desirable, that
such sums be invested, as the sums actually paid have
been invested ; and, in the event of the scheme being
abandoned through want of sufficient funds, be
returned to the respective Lodges.

It was, of course, expected that those members of
the Craft who could afford to confribute personally
to the fund would be rejoiced at the opportunity
furnished them of doing so; sand in testimony of
my not offering to others suggestions I am not
prepared to adopt myself, I trust I shall not be
accused of undue egotism when I say that I expe-
rienced much gratification in being ab’e to contribute
as an individaal Mason, irrespective of my position
as a member of a Lodge.

Now, although the private Lodges, or at all events
some of them, and although individusals also, may
feel disposed tomake a second donation in behalf
of the proposed Asylum, they certainly cannot he
expected, they should not even be asked, to do so
until some sum has been contributed by-every Lodge
in the Province ; and I venture to give expression
to an earnest hope that the various Lodges will,
without delay, forward to the Committee such sum
as they can afford.

Nor shounld the Craft confine themselves to snch
donations. Annual Subscriptions might surely be
expected from Lodges and from individual Masons
for the purpose of meeting the current expenses of
the Institution when the building is completed.
And when we consider how few calls of a charitable
nature are made upon us in Canads, as compared
with such as are made in England, we ought not to
grudge an annual offering in aid of a charity so
noble as the one we have in contemplation. There
are not, it is true, in this Colony, instances of wealth
so vast, of incomes so princely, as may be met with
“at home”; but, on the other hend, there is not
nearly the same amount of destitation ; the classes
called the “lower classes,” I use not the term
offensively, are certainly better off here than there :
and, while the cases of distress presented o our
notice are less numerous than are to be found on
the other side of the Atlantic, the ability to relicve
those cases is less restricted. For myself, I should
deem it a privilege aswell as a duty, and such
principles ought ever to go hand in hand, to be an
annual subscnber to the Asylum.

It might be as well, however, to defer for a brief

interval any arrangement of details, for the following®
reason. On the 6th day of November, 1864, when
the question of the Oonfederation of the Provinces
of British North America began to be:*seriously
discussed, I wrote to the then Grand Master of «
Canada, suggesting that, simultaneously with that
Confederation, a confederation of the Grand Lodges
should also be adopted. My suggestion, the ﬁrst
I believe, that was made on the subject, received no
acknowledgment;, but the question was alluded to.
by the Grand Master at the subsequent communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge at Toronto in 1865, and
was again referred to last yearin Montreal. As this
question is one of great importance, and as, upon
the acceptance or the rejection of a scheme for this
Confederation, much of the machinery of our Grand
Lodge may depend, it would, I think, be prudent,
while making meantime every effort in behalf of
the Building Fund, to leave in abeyance a discussion
of details of Site, of Architecture, and of Manage-
ment. Imay, however, remark in conclusion, that
the edifice may beiso constructed as to be adeguate
to our present requirementis-and our present avail-
able assets, but with a view to future additions in
the shape of wings or otherwise. In the event of
the other Grand Lodges of British- North America
uniting with us, the situation should be tolerasbly
easy of access to all, and the building;,may be of
larger dimensions zmd more claborate style than if
we have to depend solely upon ourselves.
VINCENT CLEMENTY G. C,,
P. M. Corinthian Lodge, Petetboro, C. W.

e

LODGE ])ISCUSSIONS.' :

How shall we make our Lodge meetings more
interesting, and secure the more general attendance
of the members, and the re-affiliation _of the un-
affiliated,isa sublect upon which we shonld be glad
to have the opinion of some of the old Crafitsmen of
Cauada, whose experience would qualify them to
wrife on the subject. There is no question of
greater importance, and mnone more worthy of
earnest consideration. In France e notice that
the Lodges discuss general subjects, announcing for
each evening the specml question of debate. Thus
we find one Lodwe discnssing the effect of learning
upon the arts, mora]s and mamners of society ;
another discusses the death penalty; another the
rights and duaties of man i society; another takes
up the subject, Divine and human morality, and
ought an intolerant morality to be tolerated ;
:mother is considering the means for makm‘r
Masonry practical in commercml trausactions; the
influence of fashion upon industry; Sclence, and
the education of Man from a Masomc view; fine
arts and civilization ; literature, and the creation of
one aniversal national langusge. These subjects
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are all discussed ‘with great earnestness, not in the
mere debating school spirit, but with the intention
of arriving at the truth, and their discussion must
be attended with very great interest to the Lodges.
How would the adoption of a similar method of
making the Lodge meetings places of interest und
instruction, answer in this country 2 The subjectis
at least worthy of consideration.

——

TROUBLE IN MASSACHUSETTS.

We learn from our American exchanges thata
recent order of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
is creating a great deal of dissatisfaction in the fra-
ternity in that State. It appears from statements in
the Masonic. Monthly, published in Boston, that the
Grand Lodge is not careful to afford to the Lodges
under its jurisdiction that full and satisfactory infor-
mation in relation to its finances which, as con-
tributors to its fands, they are entitled o receive. It
is stated that at the first guarterly Communication
of the Grand Liodge in 1866, upon the report of the
Committee of five permanent members, to whom
was referred the Address of the Most Worshipful

" the Grand Master, a vote was unanimously passed,
ordering the Grand Master to report the amount of
expenditures for certain purposes in his annual
eddress, ang also instructing hiwm to make o defailed
report of the financial condition of the Grand Lodge
on the same occasion. This “order” wasdisregarded
by the Grand Master. ‘In his next address he
simply‘ignored the matter altogether, and the com-
plaint is that the Grand Lodge failed to insist upon
its order being complied with.

What gives point to these complainis.is a recent
order of the Grand Lodge, laying an additional tax
upon. the Lodges under jts jurisdiction. It appears
that a very magnificent and costly Masonic Temple
has recently been erected in Boston, and that it has
cost so much money that further contributions are
required in order to pay off the debt uponit. The
Grand Lodge, in order to raise this money, hes
passed an order requiring all members initiated
hereafter to pay, in addition o the fees payable to
the Lodge, the sam of five dollars to be handed over
to the Grand Lodge. Inaddition to this, all affiliated
Masons are required to coniribute an additional
dollar & year for the next thirteen years to the same
fund; and all- unaffiliated Masons have to pay
twenty-five cents every time they visit a lodge, for
the same purpose. It is estimated that this will,
assuming the increase of membership in the fature

_to be the same as in the past, realize in the thirteen

years the lorge sum of half a million of dollars. It
is complained that some Boston Lodges, which of
course derive the greatest adyventage from the new

Temple, have “limited their membership to a

certain number, will not admit any more to mem-

’

bership in their lodge, though they do not hesitate
to take the fee from a worthy candidate, and confer
the degrees upon him, and having done this, they
turn adrift upon the Fraternity an unaffiliated
Mason, to be taxed for not belonging to some lodge”
A ~writer in tho Monthly puts the complaint very
strongly. He suys, “ Your country Lodges through
their members, receive no direct benefit from these

| rooms in being allowed to hold meetings there, and

many of the towns in your vicinity have flourishing
Chapters and Encampments of their own, and are
not to be benefitted by meetirigs of those branches of
the institation, but many of these belong to.the
higher degrees, and these meetings they come to the
city 1o attend. One branch of these is prohibited
by the Grand Lodge from meeting in the apartments
now occupied by them at 10 Sammer Street, and on
the same ground will be denied the privilege of
holding their meetings within the new Temple.
This, the only opportunity they have of enjoying
with their city brethren the new gquarters, is to be
denied them, and these brethren are expected to
come up and generously contribute towards raising
a Temple from which they are to be excluded.”

While deeply regretting that any want of harmony
should exist among our Massachusetts brethren, we
cannot help calling the attention of tie Craft in
Canada to the very satisfactory manner in which
reports of the financial position of our own Grand
Lodge are regularly laid before them, enabling them
to know precisely how moneys are expended and
what is the financial position of the Grand Lodge.-
To the organization of the Board of General Par-
poses, and to the care and labour bestowed by the
members.of that Board upon the matters referred to
them, we are in no small degree indebted for this
satisfactory state of things. The reports of the
officers are there carefully examined and their
accounts auditel; and regularly every Lodge is
furnished with the result of their lasbours in a
detailed report upon the finances. By this means
no dissatisfaction of the nature of that which has
arisen among our Massachusetts brethren, is possible
among us, and the fact is one which we feel an
honest pride in calling attention to. Lvery sixpence
contributed by subordinate Lodges is not only care-
fully expended or invested, but every contributing
Freemason has the opportunity of knowing exactly
how our linances stand.

THe ORAFTSMAN.—The April number of this
excellent Masonic serial has beern received from the
gibli_shers, Messrs. T. & R. Whlte‘bSpectalor office,

amilton. It is a splendid number, containing
matter of more than ordinaryinterest to Brethrenin .
the Niagara District especially. We advise ell our
Masonic friends to procure and reed the Crafisman,
as we arg sure it will supply them with o large
amount of Zight not otherwise easy of attainm

ent—
St. .Catharines- Constitutional,
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GIFT CONCERTS.

We noiice by our American exchanges that some
shrewd people in the State of New York are making

use of Masonry to get up gift concerts, a species of

swindling of purely Ame:rean origin, and which has
recently become somewha. popular. One circular
is issued purporting to come from the New Yeork
Masonic Building Association, with a plan for the
distribution of seats at a concert to be given in
September next. This circular cmanates from some
colored people in the Empire city, who know
nothing of Masonry, and are in no way entitled to
use its name as a cover for their speculation. Other
great gift concerts are to be given profecsedly in the
interest of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund.
These we are assured are purely and simply the
result of private enterprise, with which Masonry has
nothing whatever to do, and they have no Masonic
sanction whatever. The National Frecmason, which
cautions the Fraternity against these gift concerts,
states that neither the Grand Lodge nor any subor-
dinate Lodge under its jurisdietion, nor the Trustees
of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund, have given
the slichtest sanction to the enterprise, and are not
in any degree responsible for what may or may not
be done. 1tis very much to be regrettcd that the
name of Masonry should thus be used by unprin-
cipled men 1o promote thelr private interests.

REPORTS OF GRAND LODGES.

“‘We are in receipt of a number of volumes con-
taining the reports of the procecedings of Grand
Lodges, all of which contain matter of great interest
to the Craft. We summarize them as follows:

TENNESSEE.

The Grand Lodge of this State met in the City of
Nashrille, on the first Monday in December last,
the M. W. Bro. Thomas A. Hamilton, G. M., presid-
ing. There were 135 Past dasters prescat, and 214
Lodges were represented. The address of the
Grand Master is a very interesting one. Among a
number of recommendations which he makes, is
one for the appointment of District Grand Masters,
and lecturers {n assist the Grand Master in his
work, uniformity in work being the ohject princi-
pally aimed at in this recommendation. A number
of interesting decisions are reported by him, among
them some relating to the initiation of persons who
were maimed, onc wanting a hand, another an arm,
and soon. In each case his decision was against
the acinission of such persons.  The Grand Master
also recommended the establishment of 2 Masonic
Asylum, butthe subject was, on report of a special
Committee, deferred until the next Annual Com-
munication. The receipts of the Grand Lodge
during the year amounted to $6,994 05. The report
of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, pre-
sented for the first time m six years, the terrible
geal_-s of the civil war, is very interesting. It em-

odies remarks upon the reports of thirty-cight

Grand Lodges, our own and that of Nova Scotia
being among the number. Judging by the nmnber
of dispcnsations granted for new Lodges, Free-
masdonry in Tenncssee appears to be in a tlourishing
condition.,

MICHIGAN.

The Grand Lodge of Michigan met at Adrian on
Janaary 9th, 5867." There were 180 representatives
Kresent, besides the Grand Officers. The Grand

Taster's Addrass was a very able one, irom which
we have already published an extract in the
CRAFTSMAN. As an evidence of the care which the
Craft exhibit in the admission of members, the
Grand Master citesthe case of seven Lodges, which
during the year accepted 98 and rejected 220 apip]i-
cants for membership. The address speclallg relers
to the_caution and discretion of these Lodges, as
deserving the commendation and approbation of
the Grand Lodge. The Grand Masteralso refers to
the effort being made to establish a great central
National University, with an endowment of a
million of dollars, and commends it to the attention

'of the fraternity. The Committee on Foreign Cor-

respondence report npon the proceedings of thirty-
six Grand Lodges,—referring s?ecially to the
proceedings which led to_the establishment of the
Grand Lodge ot Nova Scotia, and extending to it
the right hand of fellowship. The Grand Lodge
recommended that warrants be given to thirty-two -
godges which have been working under dispensa-
on.
ARKANSAS.

The Grand Lodge of this State met at the City of
Little Rock on Wednesday the 5th day of Novem-
ber, 5866, one hundred and eight subordinate Lodges
being represented. The Grand Master refers to the
prosperity which had marked the Order during the
year in the jurisdiction. At the previous meeling,
twelve months before, out of 170 chartered Lodges
on the register, but fifty were represented, and he

ves a deplorable picture of the suflerings which

[asons and Masonry had endured during the war.
Dispensations were granted for sixteen Lodges
during the year, and they were confirmed by Grand
Lodge, and warrants issned. But the Order has
evidently not yet fully recovered from the evils of
the civil conflict. Many of the Lodges had made
no returns to the Grand Lodge, and it will doubtless
take some time before Masonry in_Arkansas can be
said to be in a perfectly settled condition. The
Committee on Foreign Gorrespondence gives sum-
maries of the proceedings of thirty-one Grand
Lodges, among them that of Canada. Referring te
our Board of General Purposes, the report says:
“They have in the Grand Lodge of this jurisdiction
a ‘Board of General Purposes’ thatscems to be a
sort of ‘maid of all work,” through whose ha: ds all
reports, resolutions, &c., must pass for inspection
before being submitted to the Grand Lodge. We
rather like the idea. 1t certainly abridges the work
in the Lodge, and doubtless prevents many nnneces-
sary matters from infringing on the time of iis
sessions.”

MONTANA.

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Montans,
which held its second Annual Communication at
the City of Virginia in October last, is, as a specimen
of typography, the most beautiful that has come
under our notice. They are printed on thick, tinted
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gaﬁer, in old style type, with blue and gold cover.
nly nineteen members were »resent in addition to
the Grrand Officers. The Grand Master’s address is
a very practical one, dealing with questions imme-
diately affecting the interests of Freemasonry in the
Territory. He granted three dispensations for new’
Lodges during the year. The Committee on Corres-
pondence, owing to the difficulties in mail communi-
cation with the new_ distfict, had received the
proceedings of only eight Grand Lodges, which
they report ;:POIL Thereceints of the Grand Lodge
amounted only to $560, and _their disbursements to
$60222, leaving the Grand Secretary out of pocket
$42.22. We mnotice that the Grand Lodge pays
representatives a mileage and per diem allowance
for their attendance, a rather questionable provision.

GEORGIA.

The Grand Lod%e of the State of Georgia met at
Macon in QOctober last, two hundred and fifty-four
representatives being present. The Grand Master
in his address speaks despondingly of the State of
the country, and urges the duly of the Fraternity as
men and_Masons to bring about g better state of
things. He condemns tﬁe. too liberal grants of
charters, and the multiplication of lodges, as tending
to demoralize our institution, and points out that the
real prosperity of Masonry does not depend solely
upon the mere increase of membership. The
reports of the District Grand Masters, on the whole

resent a favorable picture of the condition of
Masonry throughout the State. The Grand Lecturer
in report, however, gives rather o different

icture, declaring that among the 110 Lodges which

¢ visited, he “saw and_heard much to cause the
deepest feeling of mortification and regret” This
refers, as he poinis out afterwards, to the want of
thorough Masonic knowledge on the part of the

brethren. The Grand Lecturer notices the action
of Lodges in receiving or rejecting candidafes.

Fifty-eight initiated 1207 and rejected 97, and thirty-
one others initiated 461 and rejected 327. The
Grand Lodge adopted a resolution to the effect that
no dispensation should be granted for opening a
new Lodge in any County where a chartered Lodge
already exists and is at work, and that no_dispensa-
tion shall be given umtil the Grand Master has
examined the é)ro%%sed W. M, #und found him to be
well instructed. "We have the nsual report of the
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing
the proceedings of nineteen Grand Lodges.

t&~ The M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, has during the past week accepted
the exchange of Representatives with the under-
mentioned Grand Onents, and we are enabled to
give a list of the appointmenis made to represent
the Grand Lodge of Canada:
1. Bro. I. M. C. Onep, at the Q. Oricat of Caba.
Il Bro. Dr. Fraxcesco o5 Pauna Rosas, at the G. Orient of Brazil.

1L Bro. J.M. Saxrzr Axciaxo, at the Grand Orient of New Grepada,
Columbin. :

Iil. Bro. Axroxio M. Mortrsasg, at the Grand Orient of Venexucla.
IN. Bro. Aporrn R. Pram, at the Grand Orient of Uruguay.

IN. Bro. Joas Caetaic, D'Awusma, at the Grand Oricnt of Portogal,
I11. Bro. Luis Gouriz, 33°, at the Grand Oricnt of Mexico.

J1L. Bro. Fraxcesco ps Luos,at the Grand Ocient of Italy.

XM, Bro. A. M. Mxoma, at the Grand Orient of Chili,

R. W. Bro, E. T. Cazr, st the Grand Lodge of Kansas.

MASONIC CEREMONY.
LATING THE CORNER STONE OF 8T. ALBAN'S CHURCH.

The corner stone of St. Alban's Church, Ottawa,
was laid with Masonic honours on Thursday last,
the 9th inst, a special dispensation having been
issued to M. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, F. G. M,, to
convene a Grand Lodge for that purpose. There
were upwards of 1,600 persons present, including
the fine band of the 100th Regiment, the Oftawa
Cadet Corps, and the members of the various Lodges
in the city and its vicinity. The Masons met at
their Hall on Elgin street, and when they had been
organized in due and ancient form,—the Grand
Master being ropresented by Most Worshipful Bro.
T. D. Harington, P. G. M., and the Grand Secretary,
by V. W, Bro. G. C. Reiffenstein,—the fraternity
proceeded to the ground. Allinterested being now
met together, the service connected with the cere-
mony commenced by the Venerable the Archdeacon
of Ontario, reading the 84th and 86th Psalms, and
offering the customary prayer, when the Acting
Grand Master (Most Worshipful Bro. T. D. Haring-
ton) stepped forward, and said :—

Men, Women and Children, here assembled to-day, koow all
of you that wo aro lawful Masons, true to the laws of our
country, and established of old, with peace and honor in most
countries to do good to our Brethren aud Fellow creatures—
to assist in the crection of buildings—and to fear God, whois
the Great Architect of all things. We bave, indeed, certain
sccrets not to De revealed; but these sccrets are lawful and
honorable, and unless our craft were good and our calling honest,
we should not have existed for so many centuries, or have had so
many illustrious men ever ready to sanction our proceedings and
contributo to our prosperity. We know that our ancient order is
founded upon the purest principles of piety and virtue, and that
it inculcates the steady carrying out of those golden precepts—
« Dounto others as you would they should do unto you,”—and* Love
yourneighbor as yourself ;" and that it alsoteaches and calls upon its
members to practice that ¢ charity " of tongue as well as heart, that
would rather veil than blazon theerrors of others——the charity that,
as our first Great Light, the Bible, declares ¢ thinketh no evil and
never faileth,” and without which, though a man give all his goods
and money to the poor, bis work is as “nothing.” In all ages,
Masons have borne their part in the erection of stately and other
edifices, but in nono do they take so much hearty interest asin
those intended for the public worship of God, the promulgation of His -
wise, beneficent and jost laws and commands, and the making
known His most inexhaustible Mercics, To operative Masons the
Corner or Foundation stone of cvery building is of primary impor-
tance, and as Frecmasons, wecall the attention of every newly made
Brother to its symbolical significanco and tell him that, on his
edmittance, He figuratively represents that stone, and that wetrust
ho will, on tho foundation then and there laid, raise a superstructure
perfect in all its parts, honorable to our ancient institution and
creditable to himself. To-day we arc here assembled by request, to
assist in the intercsting ccremony of laying, with appropriate forms
and according to ancient custom, the Foundation or Corner
Stono of this new Church, proposed to bo crected, not only asa
scemly ornament to, but to meet the existing great waunt of religious
accommodation in your thriving and jwportant city; and, whi{o
admiring the energy of its promoters, wo pray God to prosper this
“undertaking, if it scem good to Him, that it may become a building
for good mun and good deeds, and the promotion of religious
harmony and brotherly love till the world shall como to anend !

General response—* So mote it be.”

Grasp Master—Our reverend chaplain will mow implore o
biessing from Heaven on the undertaking. | .

fol-

The Acting Grand Chaplain then offered the
lowing prayer:—

Great Architect of the Universe, Maker and Ruler of all Worl
Deign from Thy Celestial Throno and Temple, from Realms o
Light and Glory, to help us in all the purposcs of-our present
assembly,  We humbly pray Theo to give usat thisand at alltimes

wisdom in a1l our doingg, strength of mind in allour dificultics, and
the beauly of harmony in all our communications. FPermit us, 0

‘Phou Author of Light and Life,Great Source of Love and happinoss,
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to ercct this Building so thathereafter it may be useful, and blessed
for the all-important purposes for which it is iuwndcd, and the
promotion of ‘Thy Glory. Glory to God in tho highest!’

General Response—As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be, world without end,—Amen!

The Acting Grand Secretary, Bro, G. C, Reiffen-
stein, then read the inscription as follows :—

By the favor of Almighty God!

On the ninth day of May, A.D., 1867,
of the Ern of Freemasonry, 5867,
And ia the Thirtictfh vear of the Reign

o

Our beloved Sovereign, Quesx VicTORIA,

Thoe Right Honorable Charles Stanley, Viscount Monck, Raron
Monck, &, &c., &¢., being Governor General of the Provinces of
British North America, about to become tho Daminion of Canada.
William Mercer Wilson, Esq., L. L. D.,
Being Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Frecmasons of Canada.

The Reverend Thomas Bedford Jones, M. 4.,
L. L. D., Incumbent,
Tho Venerable Henry Patton, D. C. L.,
Archdescon of the Diocese of Ontario,

Norris Godard
Thomas Stnrm’cr, Z Church Wardens.

King Arnoldi, Architect,
Thomas Painter, Contractors and
George Taylor, Builders,

The Corner Stone of this #8t. Alban’s Church” was laid by the
Most Worshipful, Toxas Dooarss Harixgrox, Past Grand Master,
assisted and attended by an Especial Grand Lodgo of Freemasons
of Canada, and various Lodges and Bretbren, whom may God
prosper.
List of Lodges heid in Otlawa, -

Doric Lodge, No. 58, Registry of Canada.

Corinthian Lodge, “ 59, " «*

Civil Servico Lodge, “ 148, u s

Builders’ Lodge, 177, o “

Dalbousie Lodge, « 571, Registry, England.

By order,

Geo. C, REIFFRNSTIRY,
Acting Grand Secretary.

The inscription, with_ a number of coins, news-
papers, &c., were then deposited in a suitable bottle,
which was placed in an opening in the stone
reserved for the purpose.

A very handsome gavel, purchased from the
establishment of Messrs. Young & Radford, was
then handed to the GRAND MASTER, who stood in
the Eest, with the Acting Deputy Grand Master on
Lis richt hand and the Wardens in the West. The
cement having been spread on the lower stone, the
upper stone was slowly lowered into its position by
three regular stops. The Junior Warden havin
applied the plum rule, the Senior Warden the level,
end the Deputy Grand Master the square, the
G}EAND MASTER, addressing the Junior Warden,
said :—

Bro. Juxior WarprN,—What is the proper jewel of your-office 7

Joxror Wanoen—The plumb rule.

Graxp Mastze—Have you applied the plumb rule to the edges of
the stoue 7

Juxior Waroer—I have, and the craftsmen have done theiv duty,

Graxp Master (now addressing the Sextor Warpky,)—Bro. Senior
Warden, what is the proper jewel of your office ?

Szx10r Waroex—The_level.

Graxp Mastsr—Have you applied the level to the top of the
stone?

Sexior Waroex—I bave, and the craftsmen have done their duty

Graxp Master, (addressing his Deputy/—Bro. Dzerurty, what is
tho proper jewel of your office ?

Depury—The square,

Granp Master—Have you applied the square to thoso parts of
tho stone that should be equare?

Dsruty~I have,and the craftsmen hiave done their duty.

‘Tho Aorixa Graxp Masrer—Then, brethren, baving full confi.
dence in your gkill in our Royal Art, it recmains with me as tho
representativo of our M. W, Brother the Graxp Mastsr of tho
Grand Lodgo of Canads, now to finish our work, (He hero gave
three knocks- with the Gavel, and added): Well formed, truc and
trusty, and well laid ; And may this undertaking bo conducted sud
completed by tho craftsmen according to the grand plan in Peace,
Harmony and Brotherly Love!

Corn, Yine and Oil wero then handed to the Grand Master, by
the Deputy, and poured each upon tho stone.

The CHAPLAIN then pronounced the following
benediction :— -

May Corn, Wine and Oil, and all tho necessaries of life abound
among men throughout the werld, and may the blessing of tho
Supreme Architect of the Universo bo upon this edifice and all
connected with it.

General Response—So mote it bo. Amen.

The GRAND MASTER then handed the implements
and plans to the Architect, saying :—

Tho foundation stone of this building being now laid, I present
you the implements applicd to it, and also the plan, in full confi-
donco that as a skillful and faithful workman, you will use them in
such a manner that this building may rise in order, harmony and
beauty ; and, being perfected in strength, that it may answer every
purpose for which it is intended, to your credit, and the gatisfaction
and honor of those who have selected you for tho work.

%he GRAND MASTER, addressing the incumbent,
said :—

Rev. 8iz, having completed our work, according to the ancient
usages of Frecmasonry, we offer you our congratulations, and

transfer the building to you for completion, having no doubt that,

as it has happily been begun, it will be carried on by God's will to
8 happy eading.

*“The hymn, “My house shall be called a house
of prayer,” was then sung, after which the Venera-
ble the Archdeacon delivered a most eloqu:nt
address, which was listened to most attentively by
the Jarge assemblage. The Psalm, (122nd), “I was
glad when they said unto me” and the hymn,
“Behold I lay in Zion a Chief Corner Stone, elect
precious,” were then sung, and the ceremony was
concluded with the foillowing yrayer:—

O God, Who art the ghield and defence of Thy people, Be ever
at hand, we bescech Thee, to protect and succour the builders of
this house; and grant, that the work so far forwarded by Thy
mercy, may by their labor be brought o a happy end; through
Jesus Christ Our Lord.—.dmen.

O God, Who hast built tho living temple of Thy Church upon
ihe foundation of the Apostles and Prcphets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the Chief Corner-Stone, Give to the work of Thino Own
Hands continued increase of glory and spiritual strength, and daily
make Thy people (especially those now present) moro méet for
the cternal tabernacle of Thy rest in the Heavens, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all
honor and glory, world without cod.—.Amen.

The Lord bless and kecp us;

The Lord make His Face to shine apon us, and be gracious
unto us;

The J,ord lift up the light of His Countenance upon us, and give
us peaco :ow and evermore~—Amen.

During the proceedings the band of the 100th
Regiment performed accompaniments to the various
hymns in the programme. =~

The style of architecture in which_ this new
church is being carried out is the pointed or Gothic,
but in_the plainest manner comlﬁatiblq with neat-
ness. ‘When fully completed it will consist of anave
78 feet x 38 feet and chancel 37 feet x 25 feet (inside
measurement). On the South side of the latter will
be the vestry, and on the North anagnificent tower
and spire rising to the height of 19¢ feet. The site

of the edifice 15 at the cormer of Daly and King
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streets, where, there being a sloping _of the ground,
it will shew two stories on one side. The main
entrance will be at the South-east by a neat porch.
The masonry will be of the best Gloucester lime
stone with no work whatever on the face, laid i

random courses, the only dréssing being for doo
and, window jambs, buttress, weatherings, plinth,
&c., but this is bemgi'l done in_a_peculiarly rough
manner, which, though costing little, is very effective
and harmonizes well with the style. The roofs will
be old fashioned open timber ones, the principals
resting on neat stone corbals.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

PreEsENTATION.—The Companions of New
Brunswick Chapter of Freemasons, presented M. I.
Past K. Robert Marshall, recently with a large,
valuable and beautiful Mirror, s a token of appre-
ciation of services Yendered the Chapter in the
positions, respectively, of K. and Registrar, and of
their esteem for him as a good man snd a wor
mason. The presentation was made at the resi-
dence of Comp. Marshall. Anaddress, expressive of
the feelings of the donors, was read on the occasion
by the Registrar of the Chapter, to which a suitable
reply was made. Subsequentiy the Companions
were entertained at a_sumptuous Supper provided
by M. E. Comp. Marshall and his lady. The
occasion was marked by conviviality and enjoyment.
Speeches were made by many of the parties present
in response to the numerous toasts offered, all
tending to stimulate the kindly feeling which it is
desiroble at all times_should exist among members
of this time-honored institution.—Songs, too, appro-
priate to the occasion were called intorequisition. A
neat plate at the bottom of the Mirror, which, by
the Wa.g was got ? at_ the establishment ot M. C.
Potter, bears thefo owing inseription (—* Presented
to Companion Past K. ROBERT HALL, by New
Brunswick Reyal Axch Chapter, as ama~k of respect
and esteeru, 1.2396. A.D.1866.

CANADIAN MASONIC ITEMS.

sa= We learn with_pleasure that an effort is
being made to open an Encampment at the Town of
Stanstead, C. E., and we doubt not that a favorable
response will be made to this application of the Sir
Knights of that place, 'We hope to be enabled to
give a more extended notice in our next.

#@> A new edition of the book of Constitution of
the Grand Lodge of Canada, is now ready, and can
be obtained on application to R. W. Bro. T. B
Harris, Grand Secretary, Hamilton.

PRICE.
Small 8126 ueeeeeiirereieniiiiiiienie e 25 each
Large Si2C. o cevicieeiiieietenncerereeeneeeenes 50 «

& A number of the inhabitants of the village of
Belmont, met in_the Masonic on the evening
of the 22nd April, to witness a presentation to the
members of the Masonic Lodge in that place, the
Master of the Lodge and a number of the members
being present. Miss Lucy J. Westlake, of London,

resented them with a very beaudful Bible. Before
anding it to the Master, she made some pointed
and appropriate remarks, expressing her wishes for
the prosperity of the lodge, irusting that the precious

truths contained in that sacred volume might ever
be the actuating principles and rule of action which
should guide its ynembers in their sphere of duty.
The Master, Ii. Mackey, in tendering the thanks of
the lodge, said that such a gift from this source was
quite unexpected as it would be more in accordance
with justice for them to make a present to their
friend and brother, Westlake, than to receive one
from him, for no person but the members of the
lodge knew his munificence to them ; and the fact
that he anthorized his little daughter to present to
them this handsome 51;1. was only an additional one
among the many kindnesses which show his attach-
inent to, and zeal in the cause of Freemasonry.
Several of the spectators were then called upon
to address the gathering, who all expressed_their
approbation of what they had seen and_hesrd, and
many were more favorably impressed with the
Order than they were before going there.

say- At the regxziar convocation of Hiram Chapter,
No. 2, Hamilion, held in the Masonic Hall,on Monday

thy|evening, the 4th inst, the very besutiful and im-

pressive degrec of the Holy Rogal Arch, was
conferred upon thrée candidates, by V.E. Companion
W. W. Pringle, Z., assisted by E. Companions,D.
Gillies, H., and J. C. Bruce, J., in the presence of'a
large assembly of companions of the order.

88> On Thursday_ evening the 2nd .dnst, the
Brethren of Alma Lodge, No. T2, met at their lodge
room in Galt, and presented W. Bro. R. F. Nelles
with a very handsome gold Past Master's Jewel,
accompanying the presentation with an_address,
which was read by W. Bro. T. S. Fisher, W. M,, to
which Bro. Nelles replied in appropriate terms.
The occasion of tl(x;'fresentahon was the removal of
Bro. Nelles from {;, where he has resided for the
last twelve years. The jewel bears the following
inscription’on the back,

“Presented to W. Bro. P. M. R. F. Nelles, by the
Brethren of Alma Lodge, No. 72, G. R. C., a8 a
mark of their esteem.”

“GarTt, C. W, April, 1867.”

After the presentation 2 complimentary supper
was given at Bernhardt’s Hotel, and a goodly com-
pany sat down. W. M. Fisher occupied the_chair,
and the Wa;densTBros. Patterson and G berg,
the vice-chairs, The usnal loyal and Masonic toasts
were proposed and responded to, and song and
sentiment wiled away the evening. Bro. Nelles
received many flattering enconiums, and the bro-
therly feeling evinced towards him shows the hl;:%h
esteem in which he is held by his brethren of the

Masonic fraternity in Galt.

585> On Tuesday evening, the 16th April, the
fnenibers of St. Mark’s Lodge, Drummondrville, pre-
sided over by W. Bro. Evans, W. M., met for the
first time in their handsome and spacious new Hall,
in that village, over Woodruff’s store. Besides the
members, who were out in strong force, quite a
number of American brethren from Niagara Falls,
Lockgon and Buffalo Lodges, and sev-~ral visitors
from St. Catharines and surrounding country, were
also present, thus rendering the meeting one of more
than ordma,rg interest. The R. W.D. D. G. M. like-
wise attended by invitation, with his Secretary, W.
Bro. C. P. Camp, both of whom_ congratulated the
Lodge on its prosperous condition, as evinced by
the quality and. quantity of work being done, as
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well as its healthy financial state, through which it
has been enabled to furnish and decorate the new
Hall in a very chaste and beautiful manner. Atthe
close of the business, the brethren retired to a large
banqueting room adjbining Kick’s Hotel, where an
excellent supper, with plenty of tea and coftee, was
in waiting, to which it is needless to state ample
Justice was done. Appropriate speeches and songs
followed from several brethren, and at 11.30 p. m.
all retired for their homes, well pleased with partici-
pating 1 the ceremonies and conviviality of the
evening. On the Monday evening previous the
D. D. G. M. visited Merritt Lodge, at Welland,
which is also in a thriving condition and steadily
pursuing the even tenor of its way to perfection.

{@ The Provincial Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons of England, in and for the
city and district of Quebec, and Three Rivers and
Dependencies, by command of the R. W. the Pro-
vincial Grand Master, Brother James Dean, assem-
bled af the Masonic Chambers, St. Lewis street,
Quebec, at eight o'clock on Monday evening, the
6th inst., when the following officers were installed
for the ensuing year :—

R. W. Bro, James Dean, District Grand Master.
« © Joseph White, Deputy District Grand Master,
« P, Belanger, Senior Grand Warden.
« «. J{, P, Leggatt, Junior Grand Warden,
V. # & W, A, Adamson, Grand Chaplain.
# 0« Westou Hunt, Grand Treasurer.
# o« George Veasey, Grand Registrar.
¢  Alexander Frew, Grand Sccretary.
# &« John Shaw, Assistant Grand Sccretrry.
# O, E. Montizambert, Senior Grand Deacon.
# John Dawe, Junior Grand Deacon.
“ - & Chris. Stavely, Grand Superintendent of Works.
w # ¢ H.E, Tilstone, Grand Director of Ceremonies.
¢ Chs. Hamilton, Grand Sword Bearer.
“ W, M. McLaren, Grand Organist.
¢ Charles McKenzic, Grand Pursuivant.
¢ Wm. Crawford, Grand Standard Bearer.
“ H. Beer, Grand Tyler.
GRAND STEWARDS. o
Bro. B. JacObs «..vivveeeasaraensaass. Albion, 17, E.R.
“ J.Alexander...ooiiieiiiinnianans do.
% Wm,J. Brady ...ocevvevaeeee... St John, 187, E. R.
# Thomas McGinnis......... vee ene do.
¢ C.R. Coker ..... eeseeeeeeoes Alma, 648, E. R.
LU 0 D ¢ {1« do.

COMMITTEE OF GENERAL PURPOBES.

‘W. Bro. George Thompson and W. Miller, and D. D. G. M., 8,
and J. G. 'W,, Registrar and Secretary.

MONTHLY RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS.

—Imprisonment for debt bas been abolished in France.

—The Fenian prisoners Burke, Doran and McCafferty, have
been convicted of high treason, and sentenced to be banged.

—It is reported at Berlin that the Danish Government has
announced its intention to remain neutral in caso of war between
France and Prussia,

—The Grand Trunk Company have crected sheds at the Lachine
Jutction and tauneries, for immigrants, with the means of washing
and personal cleanliness.

—Mr. Gladstonc has tesigned the leadership of the Liberal party
in the House of Commons, in consequence of divisions on the
subject of the Government Reform Bill,

—The Intercolonial Railway Guarantee Bill has passed the Im-
perial Parliament.  There was some show of opposition to it, and

of course some ill-natured remarks were made by some of the anti-
colonial men.

—The Grand Jury in the caso of ex-Governor Eyroe, of Jamaica,
has ignored the indictinent framed against that officer, growing out
of his official conduct during tho rovolt iu that island.

—At various portsof entry doubts having ariscn a8 to the propor
rate of duty to be levied on Bay Rum and Florida Water; it has
Licen decided by the Customs Department at $1 20 per gallon,

—Sir, 8. H. Walpole, has resigned his scat in tho English
Cabinet a3 Home Secretary, and the Hon. G. Hardy has assumed

the position. The Esrl of Devonshire replaces Mr, Hardy as
chairmen of the Poor Law Board, -

—The National Constitution which has beon so0 long uwnder
debate in the Prussian Chambers, has at length been adopted.

The Polish members protest ngainst the action of the Parlisment,
and the result being wade known, unanimously resigned.

—The Minerve states that the flclegatcs of the Provinces recently
in London are to form the future Privy Council of the Contedera-

tion, and the) lhave already come to an understanding among
thumselves upon many points of organization and patronage.

—The protracted investigation into the conduct of Admiral Per-
§an0, who commanded the Italian fleet in the battle of Lissa, has

been concluded in accordance with the verdict of the conit. He
has been sentenced to be cashiered for incapacity and disobedience,

—-Her Majesty’s portreit, which was presented to Mr. Peabody, is
on exhibition in New York, and is spoken of as & beautiful work of

art and an excellent likencss. It is said to havo cost £15,000
sterling, We are glad to hear that it is Mr. Peabody’s intention to
exhibit it publicly in Canada. .

—The Prussian Diet was opened on the 29th April by the King
in person. Inthe speech from the throne King William said, the
unity of Germany was an agsurance of peace to Europe, and urged

the speedy adoption of the Constitution. The King was silent in
regard to the Luxemburg question. :

—The Proviacial delegates to England on the subject of Confed-
eration have all returned except Mr. Cartier. The Queen's pro-

clamation is expected to issue duriag this month, the new Cabinet
to be formed early in July, when the writs will be issued, and tho
elections will probably take place in August. .

—The Customs Department has decided that mill and factory
machinery should be admitted free only when forming part of a
mill or factory as fixturcs, and when of complicated workmanship.
No such machinery as circular or upright saws, spindles, bob
&c., which are lisblo to fiftecn per cent. daty. It is also decide
that iron chain cables may be imported, duty free wheh ovér a‘half
inch in diameter; chains under -half an-inch with or without
shackles, 15 per cent duty ad valorem. .

—The tonnage duty of the Great Xastern on entering tho port of
New York amounted to $6,045, which with the addition of tho
harbor masters, bealth officers and pilot fees, and charges on
stamps, permits, &c., bring altogether only the expenses of entering
the port to $7000. She left on tho 14th April for France, ing
191 passengers, paying $100 each, which amounts $19,100, leaving
a sarplus of §12,000, out of which the expenses of her voyage and
the salaries of her officers, crew and attendants, cost of painting
and repairing, and other incidenta! items are to be liquidated. 1t
is estimated the deficiency on this trip will amount to from §80,000
to $100,000.

—A conference of the European Powers for the settlement of
the disputes which have arisen between France and Prussia, in
regard to the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, met in London on the
7th ingt. At a sccond scssion held on May 8th, the following basis
for the deliberations of the Conference was agreed upon ;—- .

First—The territory of Luxemburg is to remain in the possession
of the King of Holland as Grand Duke of Luxemburg,

Second—The neutralization of tke Grand Duchy is to be guaran-
teed by all the European Powers participating in the Conference.

Third—The fortress of Luxemburg, is to be razed.

Earl Derby stated in his place in Patliament on the evening of
the 9th, that he considered the preservation of the peace of Europe
no longer o question of doubt. N
e ———————————recee—————
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