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EXPLANATION

OF THE

MAP, PLATES,
&c.

THE Map which accompanies this- volume has been
* compiled from the best authorities, and with much care.
The first proofs of it and the plates, while yet incomplete,
were thrown off in November, 1820, and sent to America
as a pledge that my work, though long delayed in its exe-
cution, was not laid aside; and that I was still true to the
cause of Canada. Owing to the unexpected and extraor-
dinary delay since then, I have had remarks sent home
which have enabled me to correct some errors; and in the
mean time the surveys made during the government of the
Duke of Richmond, having been received from Upper
Canada, are now added, including more than fifty town-
_ ships. To distinguish these from others I have caused
their names to be engraved upwards. The mischief done
by. the Duke of Richmond in taying out so many town-
ships for settlement, and hurrying poor emigrants into the
depths of the wilderness, without thought or preparation,
was infinite : discomfort, want,. ague, and death. 1In
my third volume the miseries experienced by poor emi-
grants, under the present modes of settlement, sball be
VOL. 1. a
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dwelt upon, and remedies pointed out. In that volume,

too, my own method of laying out the waste lands of the

crown, and for making roads and canals, a most im- .

portant matter indeed, shall be fully explained, with the
aid of those drawings which are exhibited on the spare
spaces of the map, lettered and numbered for reference-
A dotted line running through Lake Huron, and a little
way into Michigan territory, was the water boundary by
the old surveys, and will shew how very inaccurate these
were.” The waters below the circle in which the word
Toronto is written have not yet been: accurately explored.
The plans of Kingston and York Harbours may be referred
to in a future volume, and will be interesting even now.
To those who do not regard expence, and wish to save
time, Upper Canada is best approached from Britain by
way of New York; and for the traveller’s information, I
have noted along the great leading roads through the state
of New York, &c. the distances between the principal
stages, which have been examined in that country, and’pro-
nounced sufficiently correct. Lines of roads threugh Upper
Canada are generally, but not so minutely, correct, as I
> could have wished. I have let them stand as taken from the
Government surveys, with a few additions. I travelled

through every quarter of Upper Canada; and twice, by .
various routes, to and from New York; so that my per-

sonal knowledge is considerable. No where in Upper
Canada have roads heen yet accurately measured, so as to
admit of noting distances, in miles, between stages.

The names of some of the late surveyed townships will -

~ be found variously spelt on the map, and, in the Act of
Parliament, page 693, of vol. II. Whether the printer
of the Statutes of Upper Canada, or the Government Sur-
_veyor is most correct, I cannot determine ;.but the reader,
“with this notice, can make his choice between these au-
- thorities.

St
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The views of the Falls of Niagara have been drawn from
iny penciling and directions, by a celebrated artist, land—U
scape painter to the late Queen Charlotte, and author of
many elegant works ; Mr. Craig. That in the title of vo-
lume first, and the gloupd sketch, page 66, have been
examined in Upper Canada, and most highly approved of.
That in the title of volume second I know will be still
better thought of by those who have visited the falls; and
these plates, together with the description given by the
Writer of the Sketches, page 65, and onward, will, I hope,
afford the British public some faint conception of the sub-
limest scene on earth;—a scene, perhaps designed by
providence, to "tempt us across the Atlantic,—to know,
associate with, and esteem our distant fellow men. It is
my sanguine expectation, that we shall proceed from
England to America by steam boats in less than twenty
years, speedily, comfortably, and safely. In the mean
time I earnestly wish that some well-qualified person would
go abroad, and make panorama pictures of the Falls
and Rapids of Niagara, from the stations marked on my
ground sketch “ fine view” and  grand view.” The globe
does not afford more interesting subjects, and the pictures,
exhibited in London, would pay well. My wish for this
is ardent, not so much to gratify curiosity, as to increase
it;—to tempt people of fashion and taste across the At-
lantic. The Tour of Europe has become stale. Every
flower by the way has been picked up, smelt, and flung
aside. The Tour of the West would be found a thousand
times more interesting, insfructive, and beneficial. How
delightful to cross the Atlantic in the month of May: to be-
hold vast islands of ice; and to enjoy a day’s fishing on the
banks of Newfonndland !---to enter the mouth of the St.
Lawrence, and to mark its yet desert shores; one dayand not
a distant one to- smile with cultivation, and teem with life !
—to catch the first glance of Quebeg, a prospect unique,
grand, beautiful, inspiring !—to pursue the lovely course-of -

a?2
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the 8t. Lawrence to Montreal!—to restfor a few days inthat
depbt of commerce, destined to be one of the greatest on.
earth !—again, to  pursue the course of the St. Lawrence,
more and more lovely !—to be enchanted among the Thou-
sand Islands !—to be delighted with the view of Kingston,
one of the finest in America !---to take a passing peep at
Little York ; and hail Niagara, bright in the morning rays!
---to spend a month on the Niagara frontier ; and become fa-
miliar with all its indescribable wonders !---to return home
by way of New York; devoting a month to survey the
beauties and improvements of. the Genessee, a week to the
charming valley of the Mohawk, and two days to inhale
delight descending the Hudson, most picturesque of ri-
vérs! Bxcursions to Boston, Philadelphia, &c. might
happily and usefully employ-time ill the end of September;
and then, secure from equinoxial storms, huzza for roast beef
and Old England ! !—Could six months be any how or any
where so well employed >—Could £200 (and with economy,
that would be quite sufficient)}—could £200 be better spent 2
and how many thousands of Englishmen are there who have
abundance to spare, both of time and money? What the
deuce are we in the world for, if we do not see, converse

. with, and become acquainted with the world?

Nothing would advance civilization so rapidly as friendly
intercourse between Europe and America ; and my heart

‘beats quick with the hope of seeing it established.

Fearon, with his falseheods, his jaundiced eyes, and his
cockney prejudices, has dene infinite mischief—more than
be will atone for by a life-time of preaching ¥. The British
Tourist will find in America luxuries in abundance,
civility, cleanliness, and excellent sense ; and for all of

* Jam sorry that Dr. Howison has written too much in the
same humour. He presents to us the worst features of Canadians;’
does not see into causes, and after exciting little else than disgust
with the country, takes leave of « happy Canada !"—Miss Wright
has written in a better spirit ; though not always cofrect.
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these I shall match New England against the globe. 1
repeat, that nothing would advance civilization so rapidly as
friendly intercourse between Burope and America. The
inhabitants of the old and new world have no occasion to
quarrel: free trade is the interest of both; and they can
do nothing better or more -becoming than to hold out to
each other the right hand of fellowship.

While the map is still in view, we may say something
of boundaries between the United States and British
America. Our Ministers have beem most shamefully
neglectful with regard to these. After the revolationary war,
they made a Treaty, for which some of them should have
_been brought to the block; but that, passed over with
impunity, has only confirmed negligence, “ if hot worse.”
What I allude to, as having happened after the revolutionary
war of America, cannot be better told than by quoting-a
passage from a memorial presemted by the Merchants of
Lower and Upper Canada to Sir George Prevost, dated
Montreal, Oct. 14th, 1812.

« Posterity will hardly believe, although history must
attést the melancholy and mortifying truth, that in acceding
to the independence of the then thirteen colonies, as states,
their territory was not merely allowed to them, batan -
extent of country, then a portion of the province of
Quebec, nearly of equal magnitude to the said thirteen
colonies, or states, was ceded, notwithstanding not’a foot of
the country so ceded, was at the time occupied by an.
American in arms, nor could have been, had the war’
continued ; and this cession is the more remarkable, as New
York and Rhode Island, being then in possession of the
British Army, the surrender of these valuable posts and
places required a large equivalent in territory elsewhere,
_ instead of giving, as it were, a premium for getting rid of
them.”

“ Yet such was the ignorance, negligence, or some-
thing worse, of the then Minister of Great Britain, and those
he employed, in regard to geographical position and local
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importance of the territory ceded, that when the merchants
of London, interested in the Canada trade, waited on Mr.
Oswald, the negociator, to represent the impolitic and im-
provident cession of ghe upper country and posts command-
ing the same;—viz. Michilimackinac, Detroit, Niagara,
&c.; and to endeavour to discover if some means could
not be devised for averting the destructive consequence
thereof, in respect to the security of Canada, and of the
British trade and influence with the Indians, he literally
burst into tears, acknowledged his complete ignorance of
such posts being in our possession, or even in existence,
and of the country given*away being an object worthy of
notice in any respect.”

The memorial from which the above extract is taken,

" was one among several others presented to Lord Bathurst

by Canada merchants in 1814; and one might have
thought his attention would have been arrested by it. I
happened at that time to have special knowledge of what
was going on. Iknow it was scarcely possible to rouse
Lord Bathurst, even to the appearance of concern; and to
be sure the treaty of peace was soon after concluded, with
little regard indeed to Canadian interests. 'What was one
day insisted on as a sine qua non, (the independence of the
Noﬂ:h—West Indians), was, the next, relinquished without a °
struggle ; nor did indifference then terminate. The Con-
vention of 1818 ¥, bears proof that the tears of Mr. Os-

'
* CoNvENTION between his Brilannic Majesty and the United
States of Amenca, signed at London, October 20tk, 1818.

His Majesty the ng of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and the United States of America, desirous to cement
the good understanding which happily subsists between them,
have for that purpose named their respective plenipotentiafies, that
is to say, his Majesty, an his part, has appointed the Right Hon.
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wald were shed to little purpose. By that Convention land
was given away, which by the-clearest evidence belonged to

Frederic John Robinson, Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, and -
President of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Plan-
tations ; and Henry Goulburn, Esq. one of his Majesty’s under
Secretaries of State ;—-and the President of the United States has
appointed Albert Gallatin, their Envoy Extraordinary and Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary to the Court of France; and Richard Rush,
their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the
Court of his Britannic Majesty; who, after having exchanged
their respective full powers, found to be in due and proper form,
have agreed to and concluded the following Articles :

Art. I. Whereas differences have arisen respecting the liberty
claimed by the United States, for the inhabitants thereof to take, - .
dry, and cure fish on certain coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks,
of his Britannic Majesty’s dominions in America, ‘it is agreed
between the high contracting parties that the inhabitants of the said
United States shall have for ever, in common with the subjects of
his Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of every kind on
that part of the southern coast of Newfoundland which extends
from Cape Ray to the Rameau Islands, on the western and northern
coast of Newfoundland, from the said Cape Ray to the Qutpron
Islands, on the shores of the Magdalgn Islands, and also on the
coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks, from Mount Joly, on the
southern coast of Labrador, to and through the streights of Belle-
isle, and thence northwardly, indefinitely along the coast, with-
out prejudice however to any of the exclusive rights of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company.” And that the American fishermen shall also
bave liberty, for ever, to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled
harbours and creeks of the southern part of the coast of New-
k- foundland hereabove described, and of the coast of Labrador' :
f but so soon as the same, or any portion thereof, shall be settled,
" it shall not be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at
such portion so settled, without previous agreement for such pur-
pose with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the
1
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this country and its subjects s while a boundary was esta- .
blished;in every tespect improper. This will be understood,

ground. ‘And the United States hereby renounce for ever any
liberty heretofore enjoyed or claifned by the inhabitants thereof,
to take, dry, ot cute fish, on or within three marine miles of any
of the coasts, bays, crecks; or harbours, of his Britannic Ma-
jesty’s dominions in America, not included within the above-
mentioned dimits: provided, however, that the American fishers
men shall be admitted to enter such bays or harbours, for the pur-
pose of shelter, and of repairing damages therein, of purchasing
wood, and of obtaining water, and for no other purpose what-
ever. But they shall be under such restrictions as may be neces-
sary, to prevent their taking, drying, or curing fish therein, or in
any other mannef whatever abusing the privileges hereby reserved
to them.

Arr. IL It is agreed, that a line drawn from the most north-
western point of the Lake of the Woods along the forty-ninth pa-
rallel of north latitude, or if the said point shall mot be in the
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, then that a line drawn from
the said point due north or south, as the case may be, until the
said line shall intersect the said parallel .of north latitude, and
from the point of such intersection, due west along and with the
said parallel, shall be the line of demarcation between the terri-
tories of his Britannic Majesty, and those of the United States ;
and that the said line shall form the southern bousdary of the said
territories of his Btitanaic Majesty, and the northern boun-
dary of the territories of the United States from the Lake of the
‘Woods to the Stony Mountains.

Arr. HIL It is egreed, that any country that may be
claimed by either party on the north-west coast of America,
westward of the Stony Mountains, shall, together with its har-
bouts, bays, and ¢reeks, and the navigation of all rivers within
the same, be free and open for the term of ten years from the date
of the signature of the present convention, to the vessels, citi-
zens, and subjects of the two powers: it being well understood
that this agfeement is not to be construed to the prejudice of any
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by examining the little map of North-East Anterica; at-
tached to volume second The boundary line, running west

claim which either of the two high contracting parties may bave
to any part of the said country, nor shall it be taken to affect the
claims of any other power or state to any part of the said couon<
try, the only object of the high contracting parties, in that re-
spect, being to prevent disputes and differences among them-
selves.

Arr. IV, All the provisions of the Convention, ¢ to regulate
the commerce between the territories of his Britannic Majesty and
of the United States,” concluded at London on the 3d day of
July, in the year of our Lord 1815, with the exception of the
clause which limited its duration to four years, and excepting also,
so far as the same was affected by the declaration of his Ma-
jesty, respecting the island of St. Helena, are hereby extended
and continued in force for the term of ten years from the date of
the signatare of the preseat Convention, in the same mantier as
if all the provisions of the said Convenuon were hemn specially
recited.

Art. V. Whereas it was agreed by the first Article of the Treaty
of Ghent, that ‘all territory, places and possessions whatsoever,
taken by either party from the other during the war, or which may
be taken after the signing of this Treaty, excepting only the istands
thereinafter mentioned, shall be restored without delay, and
without causing any destruction, or carrying away amy.of the
artillery or other public property, originally captured in the said
forts or places, which shall remain therein upen the exchange of the
ratifications of this Treaty; or any slaves, or other private
property ;”—and whereas, under the aforesaid articles, the United
States claim for their citizens, and as their ptivate property, the
restitution of, or full compensation for, all slaves who, at the date of
the exchange of the ratifications of the said Treaty, were in any
territory, places, or possessions whatsoever, directed by the said
Treaty to be restored to the United States, but then still occupied
by the British Forces, whether such slaves were, at the date
aforesaid, on shore, or aboard any British Vessel, lying in waters,
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from the Lake of the Woods, has given to America, very
improperly, a large portion of Lord Selkirk’s estate,
which he purchased from the Hudson’s Bay Company.
The boundary ought to have run along the height “of
land between the head waters of the Mississippi and
the Red River. The height of land or water-shed, as
we call it in Scotland, is the natural, proper, and politicline
of division between countries ; and, of all thmgs,, rivers,
pavigable to the sea, ought to be avoided as *'national
boundaries, for obvious reasons. The natural, proper, and
politic boundary between the United States and British
America, should have been that line which I have coloured :
bending from north to east, by Rome. I wish it to
be taken notice of, because I think it may still be

within the territory “or jurisdiction of the United States; and
whereas -differences have arisen, whether by the true intent and
meaning of t¥e-aforesaid article of the Treaty of Ghent, the United
States are entitled to the restitution of, or full eompensation for, all
orany slaves as above described, the high contracting parties hereby
agree to refer the said differences to some friendly Sovereign or
State, to be final and conclusive on all the matters referred to.

Arr. VI. This Convention, when the same shall have been duly
ratified by his Britannic Majesty and the President of the United
States, by and with the advice and conshnt of their Senate, and the
respective ratifications mutually exchanged shall be binding and
obligatory on his Majesty, and on the said United' States; and the
ratification shall be exchanged in six months from this date, or
sooner, if possible.

. In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed
the same, and have thereunto affixed the seal of their arms. Done
" at Londen, this 20th day of October, 1818.

(L. 8.y Frep. Joux Rosixsox,
(L. 8.). Hexry GouLrBurN,

(L. S.) ArserT GALLATIN,
L. 8.) Ricuarp Rusn.
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fixed upon as a boundary. Northand west of that line the
npatural outlet. to the ocean is by Quebec. South and east
of it, by New York. A river is valuable, because of its fish ;
‘and the right of fishing may lead on to war between opposite
claimants. A river is valuable for navigation ; and this again
may give rise to endless disputes. The impi'ovement of na-
vigation may require finion from all who are to reap ad-
vantage; but two nations cannot unite in the necessary work.
A citizen of the United States, farming on the south bank of
the St. Lawrence, sees that nature intended him to have his
produce conveyed to the ocean by the noble stream which
flows by his door; but the British Government can say,
« You shall pay toll at Quebec.” The design of nature is
thus thwarted, and one set of men are most cruelly sub-
jected to the caprice of another set. This matter has not
before, to my knowledge, been properly considered ; but
its importance is greatindeed. Happily, no great portion
of America is dependent on British favour for access to.
the ocean. The western and northern canals * are to be va-
lued for the sake of natural liberty : nay, I value them even
for the liberty of Canada. The commerce of Canada will
presently have a choice of exits and entrances :---by Lake
Champlain---by Oswego--by Buffalo, she may communi-
cate with the ocean as well, and, in many instances, better
than by Quebec: even as a British subject Irejoice in this:
as a British subject I wish not our nation to enjoy a par-
ticle of arbitrary power; and certain it is, his Majesty’s
dominions do not hold a more loyal and patriotic subject
than myself. - o
~ Nobody will look five minutes to the miserable chequered
escutcheon hung up on the face of my map to exhibit the
mode of laying out land in Canada, without condemning such
mode. No thinking person will, for a moment, hesitate in

* See the Map.
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sdying that there shoiild nelther be crown nor clergy
reserves.

A map of Niagara district, with courses of the grand
canal, between Lakes Erie and Ontario, together with
plans illustrative of settlement in the wilderness of Cana-
da, are already engraved, and will appear in volume third,
thh others.

~
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Page 221, last line of the second Table, for 16,8473, read 16,6661
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= 456, fourth column of Totals, for 8,398, read 8,498,
—— 457, last line but one, for 10, read 100,
s 525, line 1, for 18 months, read 12 months,
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SKETCH 1.

i

HISTORY.

iscovery of Canada—St. Lawrence— Quebec set-
tled — Montreal— Iroquois — Fort Frontenac—
Progress of French Settlements— Conquest of -
Canada— Proclamation— Quebec Act— American
Loyalists— Upper Canada settled—U. E. List—
Division of the Province— Lieutenant Governors,
Simcoe, Hunter, and Gore. ’

t CoLuMBUS having discovered the continent,
 afterwards named America, and taken possession of
I a large portion of it for Ferdinand and Isabella of
} Spain, and Cabot having acquired for Henry VII.
| of England, a similar title to a considerable part
of North America, Francis I. king of France,
became desirous of participating in the acquisition
of the new world.
For that purpese he fitted out Verazani, who
made two voyages of discovery, and attempted a
B
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third, but perished in the attempt without effecting
the projected establishment of a col ny.

The project of colonization scems to have heen
thereupon abandoned by the court of France for
some years.

In 1534, however, Jacques Cartier sailed, under
a royal commission, from St. Maloes to Newfound-
land, entered the bay of Chaleurs, coasted a great
part of the gulf, and took formal possession of the
adjacent country in the name of his most Christian
Majesty.

- On the report of Cartier’s voyage, he was com-
missioned to establish a French colony in the coun-
try thus acquired. Accordingly, he sailed with
three vessels, which, after suffering severely in a
storm, entered the gulf on the 10th of August,
1535, being the fast day of St. Laurent. In com-
pliment to the Saint of the day, Cartier named the
bay in which they anchored, 8¢. Lawrence, a name
soon afterwards applied to the gulf, and thence
extended to the great river, which, before, had no
other appellation than the river of Canada. It was
not at first uniformly stiled the St. Lawrence,
higher up than the island of Montreal. Even so
late as the treaty of peace, in 1783, in the descrip-
tion of the boundary line between the United States
and Canada, from the 45th degree of latitude to the
lake, it was described as the river Iroquois or Cata-
racqui; but it is now commonly known by the name
of the St. Lawrence, throngh its whole extent,
- from the gulf up to the outlet of Ontarie. Be-
tween that lake and Erie, thirty-three miles, it is

bl e O AY
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denominated the Niagara river. From lake Erie to
lake Sinclair, twenty-seven miles, it is called De-
troit, that is the Strait, without any distinctive
appellétion. From lake Sinclair to lake Huron it
is the river Sinelair. From Huron to Superior,
about forty miles, it is the strait of St. Marie ; and
from Huron, southward to Michigan, ﬁftgen miles,
it is the Strait of Michilimackinac. A small part
only of this vast river was explored by Cartier.

The efforts of the French to colonize Canada were

successful, until Champlain, at the head of a
- “small\ colony, in 1608, twelve years before the
English Puritans arrived at Plymouth, in New
Engldnd, made a settlement at Quebec, on the
north side of the St. Lawrence, in latitude 46°, 48,
north, and longitude 71° 12’ west.

Although his establishment was never discon-
tinued, it encountered so many embarrassments, !
and was so feelﬂy supported, that, in 1622, the
whole little colony contained only fifty persons.
In 1629 it was surrendered to the English, but was
restored by treaty in 1632.

Montreal was settled thirty years after Quebec.
The island was granted for the support of the order
of Sulpicius, a religious order of Catholics, which
was established there. The city of Montreal is
situated on the south side of the island, in latitude
45°, 33’ north, and longitude 78°, 37’ west.

At an early period, the Prench colonists impru-
deritly engaged as allies, or rather protectors, of the
Huronis and Algonquins; tribes of Indians inhabit-
ing the countries north-westerly of the St. Law-

B2
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rence; and, of course, were involved in hostilities
with their common enemy, the Iroquois, or Five
Nations, whose residence was on the other side of the
river and lake, principally in the territory now
composing the western region of the State of New
York. This warlike confederacy, the most power-
ful and politic of all the aboriginal nations, spread
terror and desolation, from the river Sorel, then
termed the Iroquois, to the Illinois, a distance of
a thousand miles. More than a hundred years,
with some short intermissions, they maintained
cruel and destructive wars against the French, and
a part of them finally assisted the English in con-
quering Canada.

To guard against such formidable enemies, the
French, under Governor Frontenac, in 1672, built
Fort Frontenac, at Cataracqui, on the easterly end
of lake Ontario, where Kingston now stands.

A few years afterwards, they erected fort Niagara,

" on the eastern side of the strait of that name.

They also built two vessels on lake Ontario, and
armed them for the purpose of operating against
the Indians.

But in 1689, the Iroquois made such an impres-
sion upon the French colony, that they blew up the
two forts, burned their armed vessels on the lake,
and retired down the river. These fortifications,
however, were afterwzrds rebuilt. :

They had also a fort on the island, in the St.
Lawrence, near Osweigatchie; a garrison and vil-
lage at Detroit; and a fort and trading post at

’ Michilimackinac.

nie
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Except these military stations, and some fac-
tories and trading houses further north west, they
formed no settlements in Upper Canada during
the century and a half of their possession of the
country.

They did, indeed, pass over to the Ohio, the
Ilinois, and the Mississippi, and descending those
rivers to Louisiana, they planted colonies in several
places; but those colonial establishments languished
and decayed; even in Lower Canada, their settle-
ments, instead of spreading over the country, were
condensed into comparatively narrow limits.

A distinguished French traveller (Volney) says,
the general decay of the French Settlements, on the
frontiers of Louisiana, and even Canada, compared
with the equally general increase of the American,
was to him a subject of frequent meditation, the
result of which was, that the difference was to be
ascribed to habit and national character, occasioned
by their systems of education, and the nature of
their governments.

According to him, “the American settler sedately
forms a plan of managing a farm. He does not rise
early; but, when he has once risen, he spends the
day in an uninterrupted series of useful labours. If
the weather be fair he goes out, ploughs, fells trees,
makes fences, or the like: if it be wet, he takes an
mventory of the contents of hjs house, barn, and
stables, repairs the doors, windows, or locks, drives
nails, makes chairs or tables, and is constantly em- '
ployed in rendering his habitation secure, conve-
nient, and neat. With these dispositions, he will
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sell his farm, if an opportunity offer, and retire
into the woods thirty or forty miles to form a new
settlement.”

““The French settler, on the contrary, rises early

" in the morning, consults his wife, takes his gun,

goes a shooting, or to chat with some neighbour.
At other times he stays at home, and spends the day.
in talking. Neighbours pay and return visits; for
visiting and talking are so indispensably necessary
to a Frenchman, from habit, that throughout the
whole frontier of Canada and Lonisiana, there is
not a settler of that nation to be found, whose house
is not in sight of some other.”

« Having several times,”’ he observes, ¢ questioned
the frontier Canadians respecting the distances of
times and places, I have found that, in general;
they had no clear and precise ideas; that they
received sensations without reflecting on them ; in
short that they knew not how to make any calcula-
tion, that was ever so little complicated. They
would say to me, from this place to that, is one or
two pipes of tobacco; you can or you cannot reach it .
between sunrise and sunset, or the like. But
there 1s not a single American settler who does not
give, with precision, the number of miles, or hours,
and weights and measures, in feet or yards, pounds
or gallons; and who does not, very readily, make
a calculation, consisting of several actual and con-
tingent elements.”

He adds, ¢ The French often blame, as immoral,
the readiness with which an American sells and
quits the estate on which he was barn, or which he
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has purchased or improved by his own labour, to go
and fix himself in another. But if we trace this
idea to its source, we shall discover, that it has
been invented by the rulers, and kept up by the
laws of a people originally in a state of slavery.
To bind men to the soil by the prejudices of affection,
was, at all times, the secret or avowed object of a
pohicy afraid of losing its prey. Now, as it was
for the purpose of breaking their chains, both civil
and religious, that the Americans emigrated, in the
first instance, it is not at all surprising that emigra-
tion is become to them an habitual want, and still
has, in their eyes, the charm of being an exertion
“of their liberty.” - =

How nearly this portrait of the common Canadian
French, drawn by the hand of -a Frenchman, re-
sembles the original, I shall not examine. There
are but few of them, comparatively, in this province;
and the brevity of this Historical Sketch forbids a
more particular attention to the Lower Province,
where there are many French gentlemen of intelli-
gence and respectability.

In the prosecution of various wars between the
English and the French, the former made several
unsuccessful attempts to conquer Canada; and, in
the war of 1756, under the vigorous and brilliant
administration of Mr. Pitt, a grand effort for that
purpose was finally erowned with suceess. In
1759 Niagara surrendered to Sir William Johnson.
General Amberst reduced Ticonderago and Crown
Point. The memorable battle, fought on the heights
of Abraham, and immertalized by the deaths of the
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rival Generals in chief, Wolfe and Montcalm, was
followed by the surrender of Quebec, the key of
Canada and the Gibraltar of America. In the
campaign of 1760, General Amherst met with no
resistance in entering Oswego, a fort situated at
the mouth of a river of that name, on the southern
borders of lake Ontario, nearly opposite to Frontenac,
formerly belonging to the English; but possessed,
for the last four years, by the French; and having,
on his passage down the river, taken a French Post,
on an island near Osweigatchie, he proceeded to
Montreal, obtained possession of that place by
capitulation, and thus completed the conquest of

' Canada, and thereby relieved the colonists of New

England from the danger of French and Indian
invasion, acquired an immense territory to the
crown, and transferred to British hands a fur trade
of incalculable value.

Favourable terms were granted to the French
Canadians, who were secured in the enjoyment of
their property and religion.

This stipulation was inserted in the fourth article

of the treaty, signed at Paris in February, 1763.

A Royal Proclamation was issued in October of
the same year, declaring the limits of the Province,
which included a part only of what is now Upper
Canada, and prescribing a form of government by
a Governor and Council.

- The same Proclamation provided for granting to
the reduced officers and disbanded soldiers, certain
portions of the waste lands of the crown, a provision,
which, at the close of the Revolutionary war, was
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referred to as a precedent for the quantum of lands
to be then granted. ‘

The mode of government thus prescribed by pro-
clamation, continued ten years.

By an act of the British Parliament, passed in
1774, the limits of the province of Quebec were
extended, so as to comprehend all Upper Canada,
and even the territory, now within the United
States, north-west of the Ohio to .the Mississippi:
the Governor with a Council, without an Assembly,
was vested with legislative powers: the Catholic
religion was legalized, and the tithes and ecclesi-
astical rights of the Catholic priests were gua-
ranteed : the English criminal law was established ;
but the French laws were declared to be the rule
of decision, in cases of property and civil rights.

Objections were raised in Parliament against
some of the principles of this bill, particularly the
extension of the province, the want of a legislative
assembly, the adoption of French laws, trials with-
out jury, and the establishment, as it was called,
of the Catholic religion,—a religion against which .
the laws of England had guarded by solemn oaths
and declarations, and which was the subject of civil
disabilities, operating severely upon the Catholics
of Ireland. '

Notwithstanding those objections it passed into a
law, and remained in force until 1791.

The American Congress inserted the Quebec act
in their list of parliamentary grievances; and, in
their addresses to the Colonists and the Canadians,
touched upon different parts of it. Its provision,
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in favour of the Catholics and their priests, was
one of the means of engaging the Protestant
American clergy, in support of the Revolution.

In the progress of that revolutionary contest,
which terminated in the dismemberment of the
British empire and the independence of the United
States, particularly on the capture of General Bur-
goyne, many of the Americans who adhered to the
royal cause removed into Canada with their fami-
lies. Upon the evacuation of New York, at the
close of the war, a still greater number followed.

A large vroportion of them had served in the
army, and were now disbanded and left without
employment. Some had lost their estates by con-
fiscation ; and they were generally destitute and
dependent. -

To reward, therefore, their loyalty, to relieve
their present wants, and furnish them with means
of future subsistence, and at the same time to settle
a fertile but vacant territory, and enlarge the po-
pulation and strength of the empire, the British
government determined upon making liberal
assignments of land in Upper Canada, as in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, to the American loyal-
ists. The second battalion of the 84th regiment,
having been raised in America, was now disband-
ed here, and a few British and German soldiers
discharged in this country.  This measure was re-
commended by justice, humanity, and sound policy;
and has been happily crowned with saceess. No
« .. government ever conducted, on any occasion, with
more liberal justice towafds its subjects, than the

SCI
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British government did to the loyalists of the revo-
lution ; and never was public liberality productive
of more beneficial effects.

The disbanded officers and soldiers of the 84th
regiment, in consequence of a promise made in
their beating orders, claimed the same proportions
of lands as had been granted at the peace of 1763.
Their claim was admitted. The loyalists were
ultimately put upon the same footing, and conse-
quently were allowed at the rate of five thousand
acres for a field officer, three thousand for a cap-
tain, two thousand for a subaltern, and two hun-
dred for a private soldier*. These grants were di-
rected to be free from every expense.

The range of land on the St. Lawrence, from
the highest French settlement near the lake St.
Francis, up to Ontario, and thence along that lake
to and round the bay of Quinte, was accordingly
divided into townships, and subdivided into con-
cessions and lots. . The form of their location and
survey, being connected with the geographical de-
scription of the province, will be sketched under

that head. ' '
 These townships were numbered, but not named
until several years afterwards. Of the numbers
there were two series: one including the town-
ships on the river below Kingston, the other con-
taining those from Kingston inclusively, westward
to the head of the bay. The original settlers

* In 1798, by the royal instructions to Gen. Hunter, the al-
lowance was limited to a quantity from 200 to 1200 acres.
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being accustomed to describe them by their re-
spective numbers, as First town, Second town, &c.
retained the custom, after distinct names were
legally appropriated by proclamation ; and, through
the force of habit, still adhere to that inconvenient
mode of description.

In the summer of 1784, they took possession of
the allotted tdwnships, and thus settled at once, a
territory of a hundred and fifty miles extent on the
river and lake. .

ers, and those attached to.the Indian’depart-

t, had lands assigned to them, on the same prin-

es, near Niagara on the west side of the river,

south side of lake Ontario, and also in the
neighbourhood of Detroit, on the east side of the
strait; and they, likewise, entered upon their ap-
propriated lands.

These may be considered the first effective settle-
ments of Upper Canada, which was then a part of
the province of Quebec.

The new settlers were accommodated with farm-

~ing utensils and building materials, and, for the

two first years, were supplied with provisions and
some clothing, at the national expense. They were
poor in consequence of the revolutionary war.

Most of them had lived several of the last years in

camp, a mode of life not very favourable to in-
dustry ; but having been bred to agriculture, they,'
in general, soon resumed their early agricultural
habits, cleared and cultivated their farms with la-
borious perseverance, and literally converted a
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wilderness into fruitful fields. No other people on
earth are so well formed to succeed in new settle-
ments as' the Anglo-American farmers, commonly
denominated Yankees.

¢ To puta mark of honour,” as it was expressed
in the Orders of Council, ¢ upon the families who
had adhered to the unity of the empiré, and joined
the royal standard in America, before the treaty of
separation in the year 1783,” a list of such persons
was directed, in 1789, to be made out and returned,
% to the end that their posterity might be discrimi-
nated from the then future settlers.”” From the
initials of two emphatic words, the unity of the em-
pire, it was styled the U. E. list ; and they whose
names were entered on it were distinguished as U.
E. loyalists, a distinction of some consequence; for,
in addition to the provision of such loyalists them-
selves, it was declared that their children, as well
those born thereafter, as those already ‘born, should,
upon arriving at the age of twenty-one years, and
females upon their marriage within that age, be
entitled to grants of two hundred acres each, free
from all expense. In pursuance of that declaration
these gratuitous grants continue to be made.
Thousands of acres are thus granted every year.
. As the sons and daughters of those whose names are
on the U. E. list become of age, they petition the
lieutenant-governor, in council, stating the facts,
and verifying them by their own oath, and the
affidavit of one witness, and upon such petitions
obtain orders for the land, which they locate in
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some of the new townships, and then take out their
patents without cost *.

To encourage the further population of the pro-.

vince, a lot of two hundred acres was allowed to
every settler, upon condition of actual settlement,
and payment of the expense of surveying and fees
of office, amounting in the whole toa little less than
thirty-eight dollars.

In 1791 Canada was divided into two provinces,
styled Upper Canada and Lower Canada; the one
containing all the French seignories, the other, all
the newly settled townships.

General Simcoe was appeinted the first lieute-
nant-governor of Upper Canada. He arrived in
1792, and: took his residence at Newark, since
named Niagara, where the first parliament was
called, and held five successive sessions. The seat
of government was then removed to York, en the
north side of the lake, nearly opposite to Niagara,
where a settlement had been made, and accommo-
dations were provided.

It was a favourite object of Governor Simcoe’s
administration to promote the settling of the pro-
vince. For that purpose he made liberal grants of
land to many settlers from the States.

* In February, 1816, an order was adopted, requiring, in
addition to the former requisites, a certificate from the president
of the sessions and clerk of the peace, that the U. E. loyalist, if
living, retained his loyalty, and did his duty during the late war,
and a similar ceftificate respecting the applicant, if a son, and in
case of a daughter, respecting her husband, if she is married,
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Geperal Simcoe being transferred to another
station, the administration devolved upon the Hon.
Peter Russell, president of the council.” In 1798,
General Hunter was appointed lieutenant-governor,
and, arriving in the province the next year, exer-
cised the office six years. After a short admini-
stration under the Hon. Alexander Grant, as pre-
sident, his Excellency Francis Gore, Esq. was ap-
pointed lieutenant-governor, and has continued
in office to. the present time. In 1811 he went
home to England, and did not return until Sep-
tember, 1815. In his absence the civil admini-e
stration was committed successively to the senior

- military officer in the province for the time being.

The first of these successive presidents was
Major-General -Sir Isaac Brock, who presided at
the session of parliament in the wmterd\of 1812,/ 7
and the extra session in the summer of the same.
year. Upon his death, in Oectober, 1812, the ad-
ministration devolved upon Major-General Sir
Roger Hale Sheaffe, who presided at the session of
1813, and was succeeded by Major-General Francis
De Rottenburg. During his presidency General
De Rottenburg issued a proclamation, declaring
martial law to be in force throughout the province,
so far as respected the impressment of provisions
and forage for the army.- The preamble stated the
necessity of the measure; but the execution of it
excited considerable sensibility in some districts.
It was revoked by his successor Lieut.-General Sir

" Gordon Drummond, and at the next session of par-
liament the house of representatives resolved that
1
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this proclamation of martial law was unconstitu-
tional and subversive of law and liberty, and
ordered the resolution to be entered on their
journal, as a solemn protest against the precedent.
The Court of King’s Bench have, since, given a
similar decision. Upon the recal of Sir George
Prevost, governor-general of the British North
American provinces, General Drummond having
presided at two sessions of the legislature of Upper
Canada, was appointed administrator in chief of
the two Canadas, and was succeeded in the admi-
pistration of this province by Lieutenant-General
Sir George Murray, who was styled Provincial
Lieutenant-Governor. When he returned to Eu-
rope Major-General Sir Frederic Phillips Robinson
succeeded, and continued in administration until
the arrival of Governor Gore.

The further progress and present state of the
settlements in the province, will be noticed in a
subsequent Sketch.

SKETCH 11.
BOUNDARIES.

Line of Division from Lower Canada— Hudson's
Bay—United States— Latitude and Longitude
of the Source of the Mississippi and the North
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West Point of the Lake of the Woods— W estern
Limits indefinite— Discoveries of M‘Kenzie, and
Lewis and Clarke— British Posts with the United
States.

IN sketching the Geography of the province,
the first object is to ascertain its Boundaries.

It is bounded north easterly by Lower Canada,
from the St. Lawrence to the Hudson’s Bay:
northerly by that territory : south easterly by, the
United States. Its western limits are unknown.

On the East and North the boundary line is’

BN more particularly described as follows, in the

Royal Proclamation of November 18th, 1791,
f issued in pursuance of the Act of Parliament of the
same year, dividing the province of Quebec into
the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada : ¢ To
] commence at a stone boundary on the north bank
of the lake St. Francis, at the cove west of Pointe
au Bodet, in the limit between the township of
Lancaster, and . the Seigniory of New Longueil,
running along the said limit, in the direction of
north 34 degrees west, to the westernmost angle of
the said Seigniory of New Longueil ; thence along
the north western boundary of the Seigniory of
Vaudreuil, running north 25 degrees east, until it
strikes the Ottawa river ; to ascend the said river into
the lake Tomescanning ; and from the head of the
said lake, by a line drawn due north, until it strikes
the boundary line of Hudson’s Bay, including all the
territory to the westward and southward of the
c
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said line, to the utmost extent of the country com-
monly called or known by the name of Canada.”

By the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, the forty-ninth
parallel of latitude, was settled to be the division
between the French colony of New France, and the
English territory of the Hudson’s Bay Company;
and it is, of course, the boundary of the province
of Upper Canada on the north*.

Its south easterly boundary is defined in the
treaty of peace, between Great Britain and the
United States, in 1783, and is as follows; the forty-
fifth degree of north latitude, until it strikes the
St. Lawrence, which is near the Indian village of
St. Regis, a little above the lake St. Francis ; thence
in the middle of that river, up to lake Ontario,
along the middle of that lake, of the river Niagara,
of lake Erie, Detroit, lake Sinclair, the river
Sinclair, lake Huron, the strait of St. Marie, lake
Superior, (passing north of Isles Royal and Philli-
peaux,) to the Long lake, then to the lake of the
Woods, thence through the said lake to the north
westernmost point thereof, and thence due west to
the Mississippi.

* As a vast north western region, resorted to by Indian traders,
however fairly included within provincial limits, was in fact with-
out the actual jurisdiction of any provincial government; a statute
was passed in the British Parliament, in the year 1803, for the
prevention and punishment of crimes in those Indian territories,
by the appointment of Justices of the Peace, with authority to ap-
prehend criminals and send them to Lower Canada for trial. Under
that statute, several persons have been sent to Montteal, ard there
tried for acts committed in the distant Indian territories.

di
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Doubts having arisen what was the middle of the
St. Lawrence, and said lakes and intervening
water communication, and whether certain islands,
lying in the same, were within the dominions of
his Britannic Majesty, or of the United States, it
was ordered in the treaty of Ghent, 1814, that
Commissioners should be appointed to decide these
doubts.

In 1798, it was ascertained by Mr. Thompson,
Astronomer to the North West Company, who was
sent expressly for the purpcse of ascertaining it, that
the north west point of the lake of the Woods is in lat.
49° 37’ north, and long. 94° 31’ west, and the
northernmost sources of the Mississippi are in lat. 47°
38’ north, and long. 95' 6" west, so that the lines
described by the Treaty, did not meet by almost
two degrees.

To supply this defect, the Governments of Great
Britain and the United States, by an explanatory
or supplemental convention, in 1803, agreed that
as the Mississippi was found not to rise so far north
as had been supposed, the boundary should be a
line drawn from the source of the Mississippi,
directly to the north west point of the lake of the
Woods. The north west angle, therefore, of the
original territory of the United States, was thus
defined, to be in lat. 49° 37, apd: leng. 95° 6;
that is, 85 due west of the north western
point of the lake of the Woods. That point is a
permanent, and now well-known boundary; but
from lake Superior to the lake of the Woods, the
dividing line is not ascertained. Mr. M<Kenzie

c 2 :
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thinks it ought to be drawn to the mouth of the
river St. Louis, near the western extremity of lake
Superior, and up that river to its source; thence to
the waters of the Rainy lake; which is said to be
the common ronte of the Indians to the lake of the
Woods; and, to remove a specious objection, he
says, there is no such Lang lake, as the treaty sup-
poses. The line thus contended for, by him, would
save to the North West Company the Grand Portage,
and several other trading posts, which the United
States consider to be within their limits. The late
treaty of peace, signed at Ghent, has provided for
“settling this dispute, which, indeed, is more imme-
~ diately interesting to the Indian traders, than to
the two nations at large. The provision is, that
the Commissioners for deciding the line through
the middle of the lakes, and their water communi-
cations, up to lake Superior, shall also determine
and fix the boundary line, thence to the most north
western point of the lake of the Woods, according
to the true intent of the treaty of 1783.

After the Convention of 1803, the United States
purchased Louisiana. Whether the new territory
thus acquired by them, reaches northward to the
latitude of the north western point of the lake of
the Woods, how far it spreads westward, and where
the true line of division between it and Canada
will fall, are questions remaining to be determined
at some future period, when the determination shall
become an object of - sufficient consequence, to
attract the attention of the respective governments.
That period will, probably, not,be very remote, if
we may judge from the progress of past events.
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In 1793, Mr. M‘Kenzie, one of the British North
West Company, penetrated through the interior of
the continent, to the Pacific Ocean, in lat. 52° 21,
and long. 128° 2, and took possession, in the name
of his Britannic Majesty. . Though he was not in
the immediate service of the Crown, his expedition
appears to be sanctioned by the Ministry.

In the years 1804, 5, and 6, Captains Lewis and
Clarke, with an exploring party in the service of the
United States, ascended the Missouri, 3096 miles,
to its source in the rocky mountains, on the ridge
dividing the waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific;
and at the distance of three quarters of a mile, they
found a branch of the Columbia, which they fol-
lowed down to the main stream, and thence to the
Pacific, in lat. 46° 19’ north, and long. 123" 26’
west, about 500 miles, according to the line of the
coast, south easterly from Mr. M‘Kenzie’s station.
Their whole route, from the confluence of the
Missouri with the Mississippi, to the mouth of the
Columbia, was 4133 miles. Of all the country thus
explored, Lewis and Clarke took formal possession,
in the name of the United States. As they acted
under the instruction of the President, authorized

by Congress, their act was the act of their govern-
ment, and amounts to a public claim of that coun-
try, as belonging to the United States.

Thus Great Britain and the United States, claim
contiguous territories, extending across the conti-

nent, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 5
At the commencement of the late war, a company
of citizens of the United States, had established a
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trading post at the mouth of the Columbia. 1In the
course of the war, their establishment was broken
up by a British force. This may perhaps be viewed
as an act of public hostilities, rather than the
assertion of an interfering territorial claim. But
the collisions of Indian traders will, probably, re-
quire some national adjustment of the boundary
line, especially if the subjects of either nation
should be interdicted from trading with the Indians,
within the limits of the other. -

The convention of 1803 was not ratified; and
in the late negociation at Ghent, it appears not to
have been an object with the government of the
United States, to provide for its ratification, and
the ascertainment of the line, from the source of
the Mississippi due.north, to the latitude of the
. north west point of the lake of the Woods. That
line seems to be considered of little or no import-
ance, since, by the acquisition of Louisiana, the
territory on the west as well as the east of it, now
belongs to the United States.

By insisting on the north westernmost point of
the lake of the Woods, as the territorial limit, at
the western extremity of the divisional line, so far
as it is settled, it seems probable that the govern-
ment of the United States understand that parallel
of latitude to be the line of division further west-
ward, and will claim the jurisdiction accordingly,
unless some other line shall be fixed by treaty.

At the date of the Treaty in 1783, the British
forts composing their frontier cordon, were at
Osweigatchie (now Ogdensburgh), Carlton Island,

d M OB A AR bt Bed A e o
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Oswego, Niagar?, Erie, Detroit, and Michilimack-
inac; all of them, except fort Erie, being on the
American side of the line established by the Treaty.

For agreeing to that line, the ministry have, for
this reason, been censured, particularly by the
writer of General Simcoe’s Life, as inattentive to
the interests of Canada. But the censure appears
tnjust. The middle of the great water communi-
cation, was the place of division, marked out by the

- God of nature; and if permanence, or tranquillity
of possession, is an object of national importance,
such natural boundaries seem to be far preferable to
any artificial lines, however adapted to temporary
convenience *.

By the terms of the Treaty, those British posts,
which fell within the United States, were to be
relinquished in a reasonable period. They were,
however, retained on the grbund of infractions of
the treaty, on the part of the United States. Buf
in consequence of the subsequent treaty of 1794,
the garrisons were withdrawn. . . ‘

Carlton Island, on which one of them was situ-

* A curious mistake, as to the boundary between the United
States and Lower Canada, was discovered in 1818, by the com-
missioners appointed to settle the line between the two countries.
Rous’s Point, an important military station on lake Champlain,
had been understood to be south of latitude 45°, With this im-
pression, the American government, since the late war, went to
great expense in erecting fortifications upon it, which would have
commanded the entrance into the lake from the British side. Upon
investigation, it appeared that Rous’s Point was half a mile north
of latitude 45° and of course has, with its fortifications, becoms
British property.—R. G.

2
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ated, is in the St. Lawrence, a small distance below
Kingston, on the American side of the ship chan-
nel, which it is believed passes between it and
Wolfe Island *. The fortification was dismantled,
the barracks destroyed, and the troops removed
across the river ; but, as the United States had not
received the possession of the island, a corporal’s
guard from the garrison at Kingston, was stationed
there until the late war. The chimneys of the old
barracks are still standing.

The garrison at Niagara was placed at fort
George, on the British side of the river, in the
township of Niagara.

From Detroit, the military force was brought
over to Amherstburgh, in the township of Malden, a
few miles.-below Detroit, on the eastern side of the
strait, near the head of lake Erie. The civil and
commercial establishments were transferred to
Sandwich, almost opposite, but a little below the
old town of Detroit.

The garrison of Michilimackinac was removed
about forty miles northward to the island of St.
Joseph, in the north western corner of lake Huron,
near the strait of St. Marie. The fort originally
built by the French, and afterwards possessed by

% Mr. Heriot supposes that the line of division between the
United States and Upper Canada, passes through Grand Isle, now
called Wolfe Island ; upon the principle, I presume, that the mid-
dle of the river, in the sense of the treaty, means, not the channel,
but literally the middle, between the banks of the river. Upon
that construction, the greatest part of this island belongs to the
United States. '
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the English, was upon a point of the main land, on
the easterly side of the communication between
lakes Huron and Michigan ; but the United States
have placed their garrison six miles north east of
the old fortification, on a small barren island,
which, from its resemblance to the shape of a tor-
toise, called in the Chippawa tongue Michilimac-
kinac, received that In_dian pname, and communi-
cated it to the water by which it was surrounded.
Mr. Heriot, however, deduces its name from the
Indian word: ¢ Imakinakos,”” meaning spirits, of
which this island was supposed to be the place of

residence.
Michilimackinac i1s in lat. 45° 54’ north. St.

Joseph is in lat. 46° 80" north.

These were at the commencement of the late war
the two westernmost posts maintained by Great
Britain and the United States, in this country,
situated on two islands in the same lake.

One of the earliest operations of the late war was
the capture of Michilimackinac, by a company of
British troops from St. Joseph, commanded by
Captain Roberts, aided by the North West Com-
pany- Traders and their engagées, and the neigh-
bouring Indians. Lieutenant Hanks surrendered
the fort by capitulation, July 17, 1812, just a
month after the declaration of war. This successful
expedition is one among many proofs of the as-
cendancy which is acquired over Indians by the
traders who intermix with them, and supply them
with their favourite ‘articles of merchandise. It
had no small influence in determining General Hull
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to surrender his army and territory to General
Brock. :

In May, 1814, Lieutenant-Colonel M‘Dowall ar-
rived at Michilimackinac, with supplies and a
reinforcement, having made his way from the &ast
end of lake Huron in boats. He put the fort into
a formidable state of defence. The American fleet
having in the preceding September obtained the
command of lake Erie, a squadron of their vessels
from that lake sailed up through the lake and river
Sinclair into lake Huron, with a detachment of
troops under Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan, the for-
tunate defender of Sandusky. In July, they took
St. Joseph, and destroyed a settlement of the North
West Company, on the north side of the strait of
St. Mary; and, on the 5th of August, landed on the
island of Michilimackinac, and advanced to attack
the fort, but were repulsed with the loss of Major
Holmes, and seventeen privates killed. The squa-
dron having captured every British vessel on lake
Huron, returned to lake Erie, except two schooners,
- the Tygress and the Scorpion, which were left to
keep possession, and intereept supplies for Michili-
mackinac. Lieutenant Worsley, of the British
navy, witha party of sailors and soldiers, in boats,
in the month of September, surprised and took one
of these schooners, without giving any alarm to the
other, which was lying at a distance of several
miles. He then proceeded in the captured scheoner
with all his men concealed, except a few sailors,
whose dress could not be distinguished from that
of the Americans, until he came along side, when -




UPPER CANADA. 27

he fired one charge of grape shot across the Ame-
rican deck, and instantly boarding with his whole
little force, made a second prize without much
resistance. By these gallant and successful efforts,
he recovered the command of lake Huron, and kept
it through the remainder of the war.

The fortification of St. Joseph was not renewed,
that place being so situated, as to be exposed in
several points to the attacks of the superior naval
force on the lake. Colonel M‘Dowall, with an
engineer from the army, and Captains Collier and
M<Kenzie, of the navy, explored and chose a site for
a fort on the westernmost of the Mantoulin Islands,
a few miles north east of St. Joseph, mach more
secure and susceptible of defence. Before the
peace, the new fortification was commenced, and
was named Fort Drummond. |

SKETCH IIIL.

P

NATURAL DIVISIONS OF THE COUNTRY.

Width of the Province at the North Eastern Limit
—Diverging Comrses of the Boundary Waters
— Peninsula between the Lakes— Country beyond
the Lakes— British Claim extending to the Pacifie
Ocean—North West Fur Trade— Hudson Bay
Company.

SucH is the irregular shape of the province,
and such its want of comprehensive surveys, that
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no calculation, and indeed no satisfactory estimate
of its superficial contents can be formed.

We will merely take a topographical view of its
situation and natural divisions.

‘At the north eastern limit, the distance from the
lake St. Francis, which is only an expansion of the
river St. Lawrence to the Ottawa, is about twenty
miles, being the depth of two townships, Lancaster*
and Hawksbury, one fronting on each river.

The general course of the shore of the St. Law-
rence, and lake Ontario, is south westerly. That of
the Ottawa is westerly, as far as the township of
Nepean, a few miles above the mouth of the river

Rideau, and fifty miles north of Elizabeth town.

The Ottawa then bends to the north west.

Seventy miles further westward, at Earnest town,
on the Ontario, the width of the province, that is,
the meridional distance from the lake Ontario to
the river Ottawa, is a hundred miles by computa-
tion, although it has never been accurately mea-
sured. o

The forks formed by the junction of the Ottawa
with the Petite Riviere, coming into it from the
south west, are in lat. 46° 45’ north, and long. 78’
45’ west, and about 350 miles from the eastern
extremity of the province, as the river runs. The
distante from the forks up to the lake Tomescanning,
and the length of that lake, are not precisely ascer-

* Kancaster was a township of double the usual size; it has
lately been divided into two. Of itself it extended nearly twenty
miles——R. G.
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tained. The course of the Petite Riviere to its
head waters, and over to those which flow into
lake Nipissing, and thence into lake Huron, on
its north eastern side, has been more frequently
traversed, being the usual canoe route, by which
goods are sent to the North West, for the fur trade,
and peltries and furs received in return.

The vast wilderness between that route and the
settlements along lake Ontario is little known.
It is part of the hunting ground of the Chippawa
Indians, and not supposed to be very favourable
for cultivation.

But to the southward there is an extensive and
valuable tract, almost surrounded by a chain of
connected lakes.

By a gradual and scarcely perceptible ascent
from the shore of Ontario, at York, towards the
north, about 20 miles, you reach the height of
ground, from whence the waters run northerly into
lake Simcoe, thence into lake Huron, and round
through Sinclair, Detroit, and Erie, into Ontario,
a circuit of 1000 miles.

The peninsula thus formed is an irregular ellipsis,
250 miles long, from Amherstburgh to the head of
Huron; and more than 150 miles broad, from
Niagara to the outlet of Huron.

A few miles west of York, the highlands collect
into a ridge, turning round the head of lake On-
tario, at the variable distance of a mile or two,
until it approaches the Niagara, wheré. it diverges
from the lake shore and crosses the river at Queen-
ston,-seven miles above the lake. Here there is
some reason to believe the falls of Niagara once were,
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coinciding with this ridge * of land and formed by
it, although they are now seven miles further up,
south, with intervening rapids, and a deep chasm
in the bed of the river below the cataract. ]
It is ascertained that the surface of lake Erie is
300 feet higher than that of luke Ontario; and
from the ridge or elevation of land running round
the head of Ontario, as above mentioned, the coun-
try back appears to be a vast plain on a level with
the shores of Erie. In respect to climate or soil,
hardly any country in the habitable world is more
favourable for settlement and cultivationt. '
The land on the other side of lakes Huron and
Superior, appears to be designed for other purposes
than agriculture. Indian tribes, some of them
wandering and others stationary, occupy it in a

* The word ridge is not, I think, correctly applied here. Ridge
means a prolonged height with a declivity on bothsides. The height
spoken of declines only towards lake Ontario, having a plain called
by Volney the table of lake Erie, on the west side. It is called the
mountain, 1 presume, from a wrong adoption of French idiom.
The slope towards lake Ontario is every where steep, and in some
places craggy. It may run from 200 to 300 feet of perpendicular
height above the plain below. At Queenston, the highest point is
345 feet above the surface level of lake Ontario. The rise from
lake Ontario to lake Erie stands thus, by admeasurement; from
fort George to Queenston, 8 inchés; from Queenston to the Falls,
116 feet; the great Fall, 149 feet 6 inches; thence to Chippawa,
55 feet; and from Chippawa to fort Erie (computed), 8 feet:
making in all 329 feet 2 inches.—R. G. ’

+ The tract of country south of the lakes and north of the
river Ohio, embracing the state of Ohio, and the Indiana, Illinois,
and Missouri territories, in the parallels of New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, lies ‘more exactly in the medium between the extremes
of heat and cald; and is perhaps superiar.
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manner adapted to their habits of life. Before
the conquest of Canada, the French, and since that
period, British traders have penetrated this uncul-
tivated interior, in prosecution of a commerce with
the natives for furs.

It is not within the scope of these Sketches to
discuss the right of the British crown, founded ac-
cording to the law.of nations, upon conquest, ces-
sion, or discovery, to the dominion of this country,
northward, as far as the Frozen Ocean, and westward
to the Pacific, to which limits Mr. M‘Kenzie and
other ‘British subjects have travelled and taken pos-
session in the name of their sovereign ; nor upon the
supposition of such a western extent of the empire,
will we examine the question whether the province
of Upper Canada is co-extensive, or where its precise
limits are. A geographical glance at the north
west, as the region of the fur trade, is all-that is
proposed.

The grand portage, where the goods sent from
Montreal up the Ottawa in canoes, and those trans-
ported in vessels over the lakes, used to meet in
their progress to the Indian markets, is situated
on the westerly side of lake Superior, in lat.
48° north, and long. 90° west. The trading estab-
lishment there belonged to the North West Com-
pany. But that place being claimed by the United
States, as within their north western territory, the
British Company have established a post further
north. This company is not a corporation, -but a
respectable firm of merchants, principally of Mon-
treal, who have assumed that name; and who by
a combination of capital, and a systematic atten-
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tion to the business, have engrossed the commerce
of the north west. They have agents residing in
London to send out their goods, and make sale of
their peltries and furs. Their stock in the concern
is between one and two hundred thousand pounds
sterling.  Previous to the late war they kept
vessels on the lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and
Superior. They employ seventy clerks and inter-
preters, between thirty and forty guides, and more
than a thousand canoe men. Most of these, with
others, are sometimes assembled at the company’s
depot. From thence the collected peltries and furs
are remitted to Montreal, and the goods forwarded
in different routes, principally to Fort Chepewyan,
another establishment of the company, in lat.
58° 38’ north, and long. 110° 26’ west, being the
head quarters of the commercial intercourse with
various Indian nations.

The goods are sent and the skins returned in
canoes made of birch bark; for the country is so
broken into lakes and rivers, that people may find
their way in such canoes in almost any direction
they please, with a few intervening portages, over
which these light vehicles’ are easily carried. 1In-
deed, Mr. M‘Kenzie who went, in 1789, from
Chippewyan northward, beyond the sixty-ninth de-
gree of latitude, and ascertained the long contro-
verted point that there is no particular north west
passage, by water, from Europe to Asia; and
in 1793 penetrated westward to the Pacific,
performed these tours of discovery in a canoe, and
published his Journal of them, not as Travels, but
‘1‘ Voyages through the Continent of America.”
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The fur animals inhabiting these north western
Tegions, may be perceived by the Company’s re-
turns of the produce of their trade for one year, as
follows :

Beaver skins . . 106,100
Bear skins . . 2,100
Fox skins . . 1,500
Kitt Fox skins . . 4,000
Otter skins . . 4,600
Musquash skins . . 17,000
Martin skins . . 32,000
Mink skins’ . . 18,000
Lynx skins . . 6,000
Wolverene skins . . 600
Fisher skins . . 1,650
Raccoon skins . . 100

Wolf skins - . . 3,800
Elk skins . . 700

Deer skins . . 750

Do. dressed . . 1,200

Buffalo robes . . 500
and a quantity of Castorum.

In exchange for which the Indians receive coarse
woollen cloths, milled blankets, arms and ammuni-
tion, tobacco, Manchester goods, linens, and coarse
sheetings, thread, lines and/twine, common hard-

~ Wware, cutlery and ironmongery, kettles of brass,
and copper, and sheet iron, silk and cotton hand-
kerchiefs, hats, shoes, and hose, calico and printed
cottons, &c. &c. &ec.

These goods being ordered in the fall, are ship-
ped from London in the spring, arrive in Canada

' D
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in the summer, are made up and packed in the
winter, forwarded from Montreal in May follow-
ing, reach the Indian markets the next winter,
where they are exchanged for skins, which are
received the next fall at Montreal, whence they are
shipped chiefly to London, where they are not sold
or paid for until the ensuing spring.

Such is the course of this trade, requiring capi-
tal, connexions, system, and perseverance, beyond
the means of unassociated individuals.

The North West Company are said to have had
a number of trading houses within the alleged
limits of the United States; and the Hudson’s Bay
Company complain of their encroachments on their
territory ; an interference which has eccasioned
serious hostilities between the agents-and servants
of the two companies.

The charter of the Hudson’s Bay Company was
granted by King Charles II. in 1662, to Prince
Rupert and his associates. It extends to all lands
that lie within the streights, commonly ealled
Hudson’s Streights, together with the countries,
coasts and confines of the seas, bays, lakes, rivers,
creeks, and sounds, not already possessed by any
other Christian prince or state; and gives not only

the right of soil, but also the jurisdiction and right -

of government, and also the exclusive right of
trade and navigation. With respect to its extent,
the company claim all the country; the waters of
which flow into Hudson’s Bay ; and that seems to
be the natural construction of the terms of grant
contained in the charter; unless some part of the
country thus claimed, was then possessed by the
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“ Christian prince, or state’’ of France, so as to be
on that principle excepted from the grant. At that
time, and long afterwards, the geography of these
remote interior regions was very imperfectly un-
derstood. Half a century later, at the treaty of
Utrecht, the line between the British territory of
Hudson’s Bay, and the French territory of New
France, since denominated "Canada, was settled to
be the forty-ninth degree of latitude. If that set-
tlement of the boundary betweem the two nations
be conclusive upon the company, it curtailed their
original grant about three degrees of latitude ; for
the head waters of the Red River, running into
" lake Winipeck, and thence into Hudson’s Bay, are
stated by late travellers to rise almost as far south
as the forty-sixth degree of latitude, and so far
south the company claim the land as eovered by
their charter. Indeed they have a settlement al-
ready commenced on the Red River, under the
auspices of Lord Selkirk, one of their principal
proprietors. A part of the territory thus claimed
by them is supposed to lie within the limits assign-
ed to Upper Canada, in the proclamation of 1791.
It interferes also with the claim of the United
States, which extends westward to all the country
south of the latitude of the north westernmost angle
of the lake of the Woods, in 48° 37. How far
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s title to the seil under
their charter would be respected, as to lands falling
within the United States, or even in Upper Ca-
nada, it is not now necessary to decide. Between
adjoining provinces, the rule adopted in theosy
»2
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has been that a grant of the right of soil, in a char-
ter from the crown, is neither revoked mor revo-
cable by a subsequent transfer of the jurisdiction.
But in practice this theoretic maxim has sometimes
yielded to political or other considerations.

The constitutional prerogative of the crown to
grant the right of property in those public waste
lands, to incorporate the company, and vest them
with powers of government, was unquestionable.

The legal existence, and the general rights and
estate of the company have been incidentally re-
cognised by Parliament, particularly in a statute
of the 18th of Geo. II. c. 17. passed for the en-
couragement of persons attempting to discover a
north west passage through Hudson’s Streights to
‘the Pacific Ocean. The act concludes with this
clause, “\Prov;ded always that nothing in this act
shall any ways extend, or be construed to take
away or prejudice any of the estate, rights, or
privileges, of or belonging to the Governor and
Company of Adventurers of England, trading into
Hudson’s Bay.X’ This amounts to a recognition
and protection of their corporate estate, rights, and
privileges, without, however, specifying what they
are. One of the privileges granted by their char-
ter, the exclusive right of trade, has been called
in question, upon this ground, that according to
the principles of the English constitution, such a
grant is not within the Royal prerogative, and
therefore is not valid without parliamentary con-
firmation. Such confirmation it has indirectly
received. In the treaty of 1794, between Great
Britain and the United States, article 3d. it was
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agreed, * that it shall at all times be free to his
Majesty’s subjects, and to the citizens of the United
States ; and also to the Indians dwelling on either
side of the said boundary line, freely to pass and
repass by land or inland navigation, into the re-
spective territories and countries of the two parties
on the continent of America, (the country within the
limits of the Hudson’s Bay Company only excepted),
and to navigate all the lakes, rivers,and waters there-
of ; and freely to carry on trade and commerce with
each other.” The exception of ¢ the country
within the limits of the Hudson’s Bay Company,”’
from the general freedom of commercial intercourse,
is understood to be predicated upon the exclusive
right to the trade and navigation there, which
would have been violated by the admission of
others without their consent. The act of Parlia-
ment for carrying the treaty into execution, wasa
legislative confirmation of it. So that their ex-
clusive privilege of trade scems to have received
the indirect sanction of Parliament*.

SKETCH 1V.

——
LAKES, RIVERS, CATARACTS, BAYS,
AND HARBOURS.

Long Lake—Rivers running in opposite directions—
Lake Superior—Strait of St. Marie—St. Joseph

* The above statement of the treaty of Utrecht must not be re-
lied on, without a re-examination of the treaty, which the writer
had not in his possession.
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— Michilimackinac and Lake Michigan—Lake

Huron— Lake Simcoe— River arnd Lake Sinclair,

and the River Thames— Battles of Haryison and

Proctor, of Long Woods— Detroit— Lake Erie,

its Bays and Capes, and Level with the Ohio—

Battles on and round the Lake—Niagara Falls,

River, Harbom‘si Battles— Lake Ontario— Bur-

tington Bay—York Harbour—Capture of York

—Route by Yonge Street to the North West

— Presque Isle— Bay of Quinte— Earnest Town,

Sound, and Harbour— Kingston— Harbours on

the south Shore and Battles—Lake Fleets—

Islands— River St. Lawrence— Prescott and Og-

densburgh— Rapids— Confluence of the Ottawa—

Rise and -Fadl of Waters— Thides.

IN drawing the boundary line between the
United States and Canada, the treaty mentions a
lake, west of lake Superior, by the name of the
Long lake. Mr. MKenzie says, it has no exist-
ence; but according to the late Surveyor-General
Smith and others, there is a chain of small lakes -
connected by a stream running westerly from ong/
to another. This connexion of waters is supposed
to be what was intended under the description of
the Long lake, the geography of this interior re-
gion being at that time very imperfectly under-
stood. The westernmost and principsl of these
small lakes is the Rainy lake, communiesting by the
river La Pluie, with the lake of the Woods al-
ready described, from which the communication is
continued to lake Winipeck, which discharges its
waters by the river Nelson, into. Hudson's Bay.
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Lake Superior is the fountain of the St. Law-
rence. Cip‘tﬁin Carver, who travelled in 1766, sup-
posed this great fiver and three others, the Mississip-
pi, the Oregon, or Riverof the West,and the Bourbon,
to have their sources near together, although they
quarter the continent and seek the ocean in oppo-
site directions. His information was derived from
the Indians, whose representations were not correct.

We have attended to the latitude and longitade
of the head of the Mississippi. The Missouri, its
western branch, rises at a great distance in the
Rocky Mountains, where also springs one branch
of the great Tiver Columbia, named by Captaia
Carver the Oregon, which empties into the Pacific,
aad according to Mr. M‘Kenzie, there is the source
of the Nelson, which is lost in Hudson’s Bay, as
already mentioned ; and another stream which he
has named M<Kenzie's River, and which he traced
upto lat. 69° 14’ north, and long. 135" west, where he
met an opening, supposed, from the whales found
there and other circumstances, to be a bay of the
narthern ocean. But the head waters of the St.
Lawrence rise around hke Superior, which is thelt
grand reservoir.

The magnitude of this lake justifies its name;
it is the largest body of -fresh water in the known
world.  Its computed length is 450 miles; its
circumference 1500 miles. The computation how-
ever of the extent of this and the other lakes, has
not been formed upou very certain data. It conm-
tains a number of large islands, one of them re-
puted to be 100 miles long, and 40 broad. The two
largest, Royal and Phillipeaux, are defined by the
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treaty to be on the United States side of the line.
Its water is deep, pure, and so transparent, that the
rocky bottom may be seen at a great depth. The
shores, in many places, are said to abound with cop-
per ore and copperas: but I do not find that any
satisfactory assays have been made of the ore. The
surrounding land is rocky, uneven, and unfit for
cultivation. The lake is supplied by many rivers,
principally on its northern side, but none of very
great length.

" The French had 4 schooner on this lake, which
they burned on the surrender of Canada. It is now
navigated by a number of vessels, and many boats
and canoces, which proceed coastwise from St.
Marie’s Strait round to the Grand Portage, a dist-
ance of more than 500 miles. ,

From various indications it is believed, that the
waters of this, asof the other lakes in general, have
subsided some feet below their original height.
But they have now (1815), risen again several feet
above their average level for a few years past.

The outlet is at the eastern end of the lake,
through the strait of St. Marie, which is about 40
miles in length. Near the head of it, are the
Rapids usually called the falls of St. Marie, in lat.
46’ 31’ north, and long. 84° west. The strait is
navigable for boats and canoes, except at the falls,
where although it may be descended with some dif-
ficulty and hazard, it cannot be ascended without
the aid of locks. The portage is about two miles;
at the foot of the falls is a celebrated fishery, espe-
cially for White fish. ‘

The strait of St. Marie opens into lake Huron
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at its north western angle, near which is the Island
of St. Joseph, where the westernmost British gar-
rison was established after the upper posts were re-
linquished to the United States. Itis a place of no
trade, resorted to by the Indians solely for the pur-
pose of receiving their annual presents.

About 40 miles south, the strait of Michilimacki-
nac, 15 miles in length, introduces the waters
of lake Michigan, which extends southerly, 260
miles into the United States. The river Chicago,
falling into the south end of lake Michigan, is
navigable up to within four miles of the Kicka-
poo, a branch of the Ilinois, a navigable stream of
the Mississippi. From Green Bay, the western
arm of lake Michigan, boats can ascend the Fox
. river to within two miles of the Quiscousen, which
enters the Mississippi three miles below Prairie de
Chiens, leaving a portage of only two miles.

The circumference of lake Huron, has been es-
timated at 1000 miles ; but it is too irregular to
admit of much precision. In length it reaches
from Michilimackinac on the west to Matchedash,
now denominated Gloucester Bay, on the east, where
the waters of lake Simcoe enter from the south
east; near the morthern coast there isa string of
islands, called Manitou or Manitoulin islands, re-
garded by the Indians with a degree of reverence,
as the residence of spirits. The south shore is deep-
ly indented with capes and bays. In the eastern
part of it, the promontory of Cabot’s Head, runs
northerly half across the lake towards the Manitou
islands. Saganum Bay stretches to the south west,
80 miles inland, and is generally about 20 miles
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wide. A broader and longer bay, without any ap-
propriate name, spreads down sonth, until it nar.
rows into a channel called the river Sinclair, which
runs southerly to the lake of that name, an expan-
sion of waters, 30 miles in length and nearly as
much in breadth, with several istands in it.

Lake Sinclair receives in its south eastern qoar-
ter the river Thames, formerly the La Trenche, a
river of considerable extent, without falls, commu-
nicating from its upper branches, by small portages,
with lake Huron, and also with the Grand river,
now styled the OQuse *. At the meuth of the Thames
is a sand bar, over which, however, small craft
rigged, and large vessels when lightened, may pass.
The navigation then is good up to Chatham, 15
miles above the bar. o

The Moravian towns, twenty miles above
Chatham on both sides of the river, have become
famous in consequence of the battle fought there
October 5, 1813, between the British and Indian
forces, under General Proctor and the Indian Chief
Tecamseh, and the army of General Harrison. The
former had retreated from Malden by way of Sand-
wich, to this place ; the latter had pursued up the
Thames on the left bank, and crossing ever tothe
right or north side in the maorning, came up be-
fere night with General Proector’s line, which was
foruxed in open order with his left wing resting on
 the river, and his right in the edge of a swamp,
where the Indians were advantageously posted,
still further to the right. The ground between the

* It is invariably called the Grand River.—R. G.

®
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river and the swamp was a wood without under-
brush. General Harrison having determined to
make his main attack upen the British regulars,
and to avoid a contest with the Indians in their
chosen position, formed his right in a line from the
river towards the swamp, and his left at right
angles with the right, thus refusing his left to the
Indians. The Kentuckyand Ohio mounted volun-
teers, under the command of Colonel Johnson, were
posted in frout of the infantry ; and the whole were
yet covered by the wood. These volunteers were
then ordered to advance, and as soon as their op-
ponents had delivered one fire to charge at full
speed. They did so. Im a minute they broke
through the line, and as they wheeled about, the
British troops, finding it impossible to resist so su-
perior a force, or to make good a retreat under their
circumstances, generally surrendered without a
second fire. The main body of the Indians were
not engaged; but, seeing the British line routed,
took to their beels. Some of them, however, with
Tecumseh at their bhead, maintained for some time
a desperate engagement with the left wing of John-
son’s mounted men, till their celebrated leader
fell, and Johnsen’s battalion was reinforced. They
then gave way and fled. Colonel Johnson was se-
verely but not mortally wounded. .The number -
of prisoners taken by General Harrison, according
to his official statement, was 25 officers and 609
non-commissioned officers and privates; General
Procter escaped with about 250 men. General
Harrivon’s army consisted of about 3,500 men.
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The whole number of Indians or their loss was not
ascertained: The body of the fallen Tecumseh
was disfigured and treated with indignity by some
of the Kentucky volunteers.

In the Long Woods, a place higher up the river
Thames, on the fourth of March following, Cap-
tain Holmes, with 160 rangers from General Har-
rison’s army, was attacked by two British compa-
nies, led by Captain Barsden; the former were post-
ed very advantageously behind a temporary breast-
work. The assailants advanced to the charge up
the side of a hill glazed with ice; and being ex-
posed to the deadly aim of the American rifles,-were
cut down and compelled to retreat, with a loss of
nearly half their whole number killed, wounded,
and taken prisoners.

The lake and river Sinclair, though shallow in
some parts, are navigable for schooners, which, in-
deed, can pass with safety up to the falls of St.
Marie.

From-* lake Sinclair, down to lake Erie, in a
southern course, not direct, but somewhat curved,
there is a beautiful channel about 27 miles in
length, which has long been known by the French
name of Detroit, that is, in English, T%e Stra:t.
It is navigable for lake vessels of any ordinary size.

On the western side, nine miles below the outlet
of lake Sinclair, stands the town of Detroit, where
the French, before the conquest, and afterwards the
English, until 1794, kept a garrison, and where the
United States now have a considerable military
force. Tt is a handsome -tewn, containing 300
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houses, with villages and orchards extending up
and down the river, so delightfully situated that it
has been styled the Montpelier of America. Having
been destroyed by fire, it was rebuilt in a better style
than before the. conflagration. It is the seat of
government of the Michigan territory, belonging
to the United States.

* On the 16th of August, 1812, Detroit and the
whole territory of ‘Michigan was surrendered by
General Hull to General Brock. It remained
under British authority more than a year. After

' the decisive actions on lake Erie and at the

Moravian towns, it came again into the possession
of the United States. The fort was repaired, and
is now very strong.

A little below, on the east side of the channel of
the river, is a low marshy island, named Turkey
island, or Fighting island, near four miles long.
Sandwich is situated on a small plain, close to
the bank of the river. Its harbour is convenient
for the building of wharfs, and the security of
vessels in the winter.

General Hull landed at Sandwich when he in-
vaded Canada in July, 1812. Here he issued his
Proclamation to the inhabitants of the province, a
number of whom joined his standard. Some grain
and other private property was taken, for the use
of the army; and a dwelling house and several
other buildings were -burned, by some of the
American troops. Preperations were made for an
attack upon Malden, but .the enterprise was relin-
quished. After one month’s possession, he recrossed
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the river and returned to Detroit, whither he was
soon followed by General Brock. General Harrison
entered Sandwich in September, 1813, from which
time it continued, with the whole western district
of Upper Canada, in subjection to the United States
until the peace, under the same regulations as had
been adopted in the territory of Michigan, while
subject to British authority. '

Maguaga, on the south side of the river, is 14
miles below Detroit. There, a combined British
and Indian force, led by Major Muir and Tecumseh,
August 9, 1812, attacked a detachment of General
Hull’s army, consisting of 600 men, commanded
'by Colonel Miller, who, after one fire, charged
them with the bayonet and routed them.

In describing the boundaries of the Province, we -
had occasion to mention the military post of Am-
herstbargh, in the township of Malden, at the mouth
of the Detroit. Near the east shore of the river,
"and on the British side of the widest channel, lies
an island named Beis Blanc, containing 150, or
200 acres, orginally covered with white wood,
whence its name was derived. The deepest channel,
however, is on the easterly side of the island. This
island is valuable in two respects; as it commands the
strait, and, at the same time, shelters the port of
Ambherstburgh, which is the safest and most com-
modious barbour in this part of the country, for
naval or commercial purposes. The British fleet of
lake Erie is stationed here; and it is an increasing
- depot of western commerce, in competition with
Sendwich. The garrison at Amherstburgh furnishes
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a detachment to Bois Blane, to keep possession of
the island, which is claimed by the United States,
as on their side of the channel. This claim is mere
interesting in a military point of view, than in res-
pect to commerce.

Within the township of Malden, five or six miles
north of Amherstburgh, the river Aux Canard en-
ters the Detroit. A bridge over this river was the
scene of some skirmishing in August, 1812, between
a detachmient of General Hull’s army, under Co-
lonels Cass and Miller, and a British guard stationed
there to defend that pass. A few miles further up,
in the township of Sandwich, Turkey creek falls
into the strait.

In the early stages of the war, Amherstburgh was
a post of great consequence. It stopped the pro-
gress of General Hull’s invasion. It was the rally-
ing point where -General Brock concentred his
forces, to proceed on his bold expedition against
General Hull at Detroit. It was a place of ren-
dezvous for the Indians who followed the British
standard. Here also the ships were built, and the
fleet fitted out for lake Erie.

After the defeat and capture of the British
squadron under Commodore Barclay, General Proc-
tor abandoned Amherstburgh, having burned.the
fort, navy yard, barracks, and public storehouses.
General Harrison landed without opposition, Sep-
tember 23, 1813. It remained in subjection to
the United States, during the residue of the war.
At the peace it was restored, and is re-established

a8 a military post.
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Opposite to Malden, in the territory of Michigin,
is the village of Brownstown, in which a party of
Indians, in the British service, accomplished one of
their favorite operations of war, an ambuscade.

On the 4th of August, 1812, a detachment of 200
militia of General Hull's army, under the command
of Major General Horne, on their march from
Detroit to the river Raisin, were here ambushed,
attacked and defeated.

Lake Erie is near 300 miles long, in a direction
from south west to north east. Its breadth is from
7220 to 40 miles generally. At Port Talbot, its
7 widest point, it is 60 miles ; and at Long Point, the
narrowest place, it is only 20

The entrance of the Detront is in latitude 40° 52’
on the north side of the south western point, which

is at Miami Bay. Its outlet is the Niagara river, at
the north eastern point, in latitude 42° 53’. On the
Canada side of this outlet, is the harbour of fort
Erie, and on the opposite side is that of Buffalo, in
the state of New York. From these two ports,
which are only three miles apart, the navigators of
the lake sail west south west, about 260 miles, to a
cluster of islands, one of which has a good harbour,
called Put-in-Bay, on the United States side of
the middle line. Thence the course is northerly,
36 miles to Amherstburgh, and south westerly, 30
miles to Miami Bay. These are the distances as
estimated by those who navigate the lake; but
they have not been accurately measured. ,
- The southern shore of lake Erie is in the United
States. From the mouth of the Detroit to Miami
1
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Bay, it is in the territory of Michigan; thence to
Connaught Creek, 250 miles in the state of Ohio;
thence to a little east of Presque Isle, now named
Erie, 45 miles in Pennsylvania ; thence to Buffale,
90 miles in the state of New York.

About 20 miles from the Detroit the river Raisin
enters the lake from the west. Frenck Town, on
this river, has been signalized by the defeat and
surrender of General Winchester, #and the Indian
barbarities which ensned. General Proctor, the
British commander, could not restrain the savages
from massacring a number of American prisoners.

Miami Bay, neur the boundary between Michi-
gan and Ohio, receives the Miami of the lake, -
which is navigable for boats to within 12 miles of
the waters of the Great Miami of the Obio; and,
by another branch, to within five diiles of thase of
the Wabash, another stream of the Ohie.

Near the mouth of the Miami of the lake, a
British fort was built in 1794, te stop the march of
General Wayne, who was advancing, it was ap-
prehended, for the purpase of seizing Detroit. But
his expedition was against the Indians. He fought
their collected forces near the rapids, and gave
them a total defeat. Near the rapids, also, on the
right bank of the river, stands Fort Meigs, where
General Harrison was besieged by General Proctor,
in the winter and spring eof 1813. During the
siege, Major Chambers, with a flag ftom General
Proctor, held eat to Gemeral Harrison the danget
of eut ages frem the Indiams, if irritated by further
defence. It bad mo effect. In the beginning of

R
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May, General Clay arrived with a reinforcement of
Kentucky militia. As they were coming down the
river in boats, a detachment of them under Colonel
Dudley were ordered to land and attack a British
battery, and spike the cannon, which they accom-
plished ; but, instead of hastening back to their
boats, and passing down to the fort, as their orders
directed, they loitered on the shore, until they were
attacked by a large force of regular troops, militia
and Indians, from General Proctor’s camp. Colonel
Dudley was killed ; and nearly all his men were
killed and wounded, or taken prisoners. But the
Indians became dissatisfied ; and in consequence of
two successful sorties, both made on the fifth of
May, the principal one led by Colonel Miller, the
siege was raised, and General Proctor withdrew his
army towards Detroit.

Sandusky Bay, further east, is a capacious har-
bour; and its river communicates by a portage of
about four miles with the Scioto, a navigable stream
of the Ohio. On this river there are two forts,
Upper Sandusky, and Lower Sandusky, sometimes
called Fort Stevenson. The latter was besieged by
General Proctor, in August, 1813. Major Croghan,
a young officer, just past his twenty-first year,
gained no small applause by his disregard of a
threat of an Indian massacre, and his able defence
of the fort. An attempt was made to carry it by
storm ; but the assailants were repulsed with heavy
loss, ' received chiefly from a masked battery,
opened upon them in the ditch. Lieutenant-Co-
lonel Short, who led the attack, was killed. The
siege was immediately abandoned.
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About the middle of the south shore is Cleavelund,
at the mouth of the river Cayahaga, from whose
head waters there is a carrying place of 12 or 15
miles, to the Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum,
and thence down to the Ohio.

Further east still is the harbour of Erie, from
which there is a portage of 14 miles, over a turn-
pike road, to Waterford, formerly named Le Beuf,
on the French creek, which is navigable for boats
down to its junction with the Allegany, at Franklin,
and thence down to Pittsburg, where the Allegany
and Monongahela unite and form the Ohio.

At some of these places of communication, in the
spring, the head waters of lake Erie and of the
Ohio are said to intermix, so that boats can pass
clear through.

There are tolerable harbours at the mouths of
several other rivers on the south shore, through
which the inhabitants of the northern counties of
the state of Ohio, will be able to hold a commercial
communication with the lake.

The north shore from the Detroit eastward is
. wholly in the province of Upper Canada. It is
rendered irregular by several capes or points of
land. The first is Point Pele, or South Foreland,
which projects a great length into the lake. It
lies south of Romney, and of the east berder of
lake Sinclair. It is the most southern point of
Canada, and indeed of all the British territories on
this continent. The nextis Landguard, formerly
called Point aux Pins, whence there is a short north
westerly route to Chatham on the Thames. The

E 2
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third is North Foreland, better known by the name
of Long Point, which is a peninsula projecting
from the south west angle of Walsingham, eastward
into the lake, about twenty miles, making an arm
that embays a large body of water. Where the
peninsula joins the main, there is a creek, which,
when the waters are high, is of sufficient depth for
boats to pass, from within the bay, over the creek,
into the open lake; and when the waters are low,
the distance is so short, that batteux are easily
hauled over. Within this long promontory, east-
ward, is Turkey Point. North of Turkey Point, in
the township of Woodhouse, is the village of Dover,
which was burned in the last year of the late war,
by a party of militia from the opposite shore, under
a Colonel Campbell, acting, as the secretary of the

United States declared, without any orders or au-

thority from their government.

Further east still, between the township of Wam-
fleet and Rainham, is the mouth of Grarnd River,
or Ouse, which rises near lake Huron, and passes
by the waters of the Thames. It is navigable
many miles for small vessels, and a considerable
distance further for boats. About fifty miles up is
the Mohawk village; and the other six nations of
Indians have villages on its banks.

Twenty-four miles east of the Grand River, and
ten miles west of Fort Erie, is Point Abino, which
affords a convenient shelter, and good ancherage
for vessels. ‘

Between Grand River and Point Abino, is Skgar-
loaf Hill, a conspicuous land mark, well known to
both sailors and passengers.
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Compared with the other lakes the water of this
is shallow ; and the bottom is so generally composed
of flat rocks, as to afford but little good anchoring
ground. The navigation of it is more difficult than
that of Ontario, on account of the different courses
which vessels must steer from one end to the other.
From Blackrock, or Chippawa, the course is south-
erly, and the current is so swift, that vessels cannot
sail up without a fair and a strong wind. At the
other end the course is northerly into the Detroit.
The winds blow three quarters of the sailing season
from the south west. Another difficulty arises from
the ragged and rocky shores, and the want of
anchorage.

His Britannic Majesty and the United States
have long maintained a naval force on this lake.
In the late war it was augmented on both sides,
till the British consisted of two ships, two brigs,
one schooner, and one sloop, carrying in the whole
63 guns ; that of the United States carried 54 guns,
besides a number, of gun-boats. On the 10th of
September, 1813, the two little fleets met between
Ambherstburgh and Put-in-Bay, from which ports
they had respectively sailed in search of each other. -
The result of a severe emgagement was that the
whole British squadron, commanded by Commodare
Barclay, though successful at first, was notwith-
standing the exertion of consummate bravery and
skill, finally captured by the American squadron
under Commodare Perry, assisted by Captain Elliat.
The British commander, who had before lost one
arm in battle, was now severely wounded in the
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other. In thisscene of accumulated distress, he found
a friend in his enemy. Thé brave are naturally
humane. Commodore Perry paid the most delicate
attention to his equally heroic, but less fortunate
rival. The brave, too, are grateful as well as
humane. . There is as much magnanimity in ac-
knowledging as in bestowing a kindness. At a
public dinner given afterwards at Three Rivers, in
Lower Canada, in honour of Commodore Barclay,
he gave as a volunteer toast, “ Commodore Perry,
the gallant but generous ememy.”” Of all the com-
pliments paid to the hero of lake Erie, this is far
from being the least. Had the fortunes of these
liberal men, on that eventful day, been reversed,
there is good reason to believe, their humanity and
gratitude would only have changed sides. There
is a pleasure in recording such examples; and their
influence is salutary in softening the ferocity of
war. _

Two naval enterprises which occurred near Fort
Erie, at different times, but similar in their nature,
are worthy of notice. In the first year of the war,
Captain Elliott, with 100 men, in two boats, pro-
ceeded in the night from Buffalo Creek to the
harbour of Fort Erie, and there boarded two British
brigs, the Detroit of 14 guns, formerly the Adams,
which had been taken at Detroit, by General
Brock, and now had American prisoners and arms
on board, and the Caledonia, belonging to the
North West Company, with a cargo of furs. As
the wind did not enable him to stem the current,
and carry his prizes up into the lake, he ran down
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by the fort, amidst the fire of the batteries, and
steered for Black Rock, where he safely beached the
Caledonia ; but the Detroit got aground on Squaw
- island; Major Ormsby, the commandant of Fort
Erie, with a party of sailors and soldiers there
boarded her, to bring her off ; but they were driven
back, with the loss of the major, and about 30
privates. Neither party succeeded in getting her
off. She sunk-and was lost. In the last summer
of the war, while General Drummond was be-
sieging Fort Erie, three American schooners lay
off in the river below the fort, in such positions as
to annoy the besiegers. Captain Dobbs, of the
British Ontario fleet, transporting four boats from
the Chippawa over land, into Lake Erie, above the
fort, in the night, and passing round into the Nia-
gara, approached the schooners under the appear-
ance of American market boats, and boarded two
of them, which he brought down and secured near
Navy island. ;

In the summer of 1815, two arrped schooners
were built on the British side, above Chippawa,
opposite to' Navy island. They are now on the
lake, in his Majesty’s service. ‘

Fort Erie stands on ground elevated about 15
feet above the water. Prior to the war it was an
indifferent fortification. In the fluctuating pro-
gress of the war, it was alternately possessed by
both armies. In May, 1813, after the capture of
Fort George, it was abandoned by the British, and
occupied by a corps detached for that purpose from
General Dearborn’s army. Before the close of that
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campaign it was reoccupied by the British. ' July
3d, 1814, it surrendered without much resistance
to General Brown’s army, as soon almost as they
Janded from the other shore, some of them abeve
and others below the fort. After the battles of
Chippawa and Niagara, and the return of the re-
mains of the American army, under General Ripley,
it was strengthened and the works enlarged. A
new fort or-redoubt was erected on Snake Hill, to
the left of the old fort, and connected with it by an
intervening breast work, ditch, and abattis. Gene-
ral Drummond soon commenced a regular siege.
In the night of the 15th of August, he made a
grand effort to storm it, at three different points,
by three separate columns; the right commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Vicker, the left by Colanel
Scott, and the center by Lieutenant-Colonel Drum-

mond. The fort was then defended by Genera]

Gains, assisted by Generals Ripley, Perter, and
Miller. The operations of the three storming par-
ties were intended to be simultaneous; but the
right column 'began the attack, and advanced un-
til they were within ten feet of General Ripley’s
line, when they were repulsed, but instantly re-
newed the charge and were again repulsed. The
left column niade a vigorous assault; but were
checked and cowpelled to retire. Colonel Scatt
was mortally wounded. The column led by Colonel
Drummond, approached with ladders, amidst a
tremendous fire, and scaled the parapet of the
exterior bastion; but were driven back. They
ascended again, and met with a second repulse. A
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third time they gained the parapet, and with a
desperate impetuosity, carried the bastion. The

Americans then fired on them at close shot from
the interior bastion, and repeatedly charged to
. dislodge them. They sustained -these successive
shocks with firmness, although thinned by such
repeated charges, and the incessant fire O.f cannon
and musketry. The American left being disen-
gaged, now rushed with a reinforcement to this

- contested point. The contest for the bastion was

obstinate and sanguinary. Colonel Drummond fell,
pierced with several balls. At this crisis, the ex-
plesion of a box of-cartridges, in an adjoining stone
building, increased the carnage and confusion, and
forced the survivors of Colonel Drummond’s calumn
out of the bastion. As they retired, they were
fired on by a raking battery, and enfiladed by a
field piece so placed, as to sweep the salient glacis.
The British loss was 900 Kkilled, wounded, and
taken prisoners: that of the Americans much Jess.

Thus General Drummond’s wel!-éong,'erted attack
was defeated in all its points. Disappointed, but
not discouraged, he prosecuted the siege with more
caution, but not with less zeal ; being resolved, if
possible, to drive the invaders from the province.
In a month he had completed an advanced line of
batteries, intrenchments, and block-houses, reach-
ing from the Niagara, round to the lake, at the
distance of 500 yards from the fort. His camp was
two miles in the rear of these works, so that his
reserve was out of the range of the fire from the
fort; while the betteries thus planted could play
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upon it with effect, and a new one was just ready
to be opened. On the 17th of September, General
Brown having recovered from his wounds received
at Lundy’s Lane, and resumed the command at
Fort Erie, made a sortie, with 2000 men, stormed
three of these batteries, two block-houses, and the
intervening line of intrenchments, spiked the can-
non, and blew up one magazine; but upon the
approach of the British reserve, withdrew his troops
into the fort, having accomplished the main object
of the sortie, and not choos_ing to hazard any thing
more. The circumstances were such as to give
both sides occasion to claim the honour of victory.
The action at all the batteries was not more than
an hour and a half; but from the nature of the
attack it was close and severe. General Ripley
was dangerously wounded. The American loss, in
killed, wounded, and prisoners, exceeded 500;
that of the British was considerably more.

General Drummond’s forces being weakened by
this blow, and having already suffered severely from
fatigue, and exposure, and sickness, during a siege
of 50 days, in a mainy season and muddy ground,
he appears to have been of opinion that he could
not be justified in persevering any longer. He
therefore determined to raise the siege. According-
ly, in the evening of the 21st, he broke up his
camp, and fell back to Chippawa. At the close of
this arduous campaign, General Brown dismantled
Fort Erie, moved his army across the river, and
went into winter quarters. .

Fort Erie has a good harbour, and a pleasant

1
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little village. Several houses and barns were burnt
in this vicinity, and indeed throughout all the
country, which was the scene of military operations.
Mills were ranked among the resources of war, and
were therefore professedly destroyed. Other build-
ings were burned from wantonness, private malice,
or mere accident. The march of an army, even
of defenders, and much more of invaders, is gene-
rally tracked with desolation. Amidst the inva-
sions and retreats, the marches and counter-marches,
the encampments, sieges, and battles, which di-
versified the war on the Niagara frontier, it was
scarcely possible that the inhabitants skould not ¥
suffer in their habitations and property. Of these
sufferers the village of Fort Erie had its share.
Nearly opposite to it, in the state of New York,
stands the village of Buffalo, at the mouth of the
creek of that name, on the stage road from Albany,
at the distance of 296 miles from that city. The
creek, for more than a mile, has depth enough of
water for a good harbour ; but the channel into it
is crooked and difficult, being obstructed by a bar,
so that vessels are obliged to anchor off in an open
bay, exposed to the lake winds. During the late
war, Buffalo was a military post. The village, con-
sisting of 100 houses, was taken and burned by
the army commanded by General Riall, Dec. 30,
1813. But it has risen like a phenix from its
ashes. 1 visited it in August, 1815, and was as-
tonished to find it rebuilt-in so short a time after
the termination of the war. There were nearly as
rany houses as before its conflagration, and some of
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them more elegant than those which they had suc-
ceeded. .

Black Rockalso was a military station. In July,
1813, a British detachment, commanded by Colo-
nel Bishop, made a deseent upon it, and succeeded
in the destroying some shipping and stores; but
were attacked as they were retiring, and their
commander mortally wounded. On the 29th of
December, 1813, a respectable force, under the or-
ders of General Drummond, but led on by General
Riall, landed at Black Rock, and after skirmishing
a while with the militia, took the battery and
burned the village on the way to Buffalo. August
3, 1814, Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker, with a thou-
sand British troops, crossing below Squaw island,
effected a landing, and advanced towards Black
Rock ; but was met and repulsed at a bndge, by
Mzujor Morgan, with 300 riflemen.

The Niagara river is interesting to the statesman
and the soldier, as well as the geographer, for it is
the frontier between one of the most populous
districts of Upper Canada, and the most populous
of the United States. It is 33 miles in length,
from the noith eastern extremity of lake Erie to
its entrance into Ontario. Its general course is
northerly, in a line which would cross lake Ontario,
between 20 and 30 miles east of its western point.
The river, as it issues from lake Erie, is about a
mile wide. At Black Rock, three miles below,
it is three quarters of 3 mile. Further down it
widens, to embrace Grand isle, with Squaw island
ot ity head, and Navy island near its foot; below
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which, a little above Chippawa, the river resembles
a bay, more than two miles in breadth. Then it
narrows down the rapids, to the falls, whence it is
contracted inte a still narrower chasm, as far as
Queenston. There it spreads again, to the width
of more than half a mile, and continues so to lake
Ontario.

The most frequented ferry is at Black Rock,
where the passenger views this mighty mass of
water, rushing from the lake with majestic sweep.
The prospect is truly sublime. The current isseven
miles an hour. A flat bottomed boat, in crossing,
is carried down nearly ‘half a mile. There is
another ferry below Navy island, and another at
Queenston. The current from that place down to
Niagara, is at the average velocity of about three
miles and a half an hour, so that a vessel will float,
without wind, from Queenston to the lake, in two
hours. On each side of the channel at Queenston,
there is an eddy or counter-current. A hoat passing
over is pushed upward, till it comes out into the
channel, then swept downward until it reaches the
eddy on the other side, when it is borne up again,
in a diagonal line, to the opposite landing place.

Grand isle appears to be east of the middle of
the river, and of course belongs to the State
of New York. It is 12 miles long and from
two to seven broad. Squaw island also is on the
New York side, so is Strawberry island. The
States have lately purchased these three islands
from the Indians. Navy island is claimed by both
parties, and it remains for the commissieners te
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settle the claim. The main channel, I think, passes
on its east side between it and Grand isle. If that
should be adjudged/to be ¢ the middle of the river,”’
in the sense of the treaty, this island will be found
to belong to Canada.

Manchester, on the east bank of the river, a lit-
tle south of Fort Schlosser, is the head of the portage
from Lewistown*. Here goods brought by land round
the falls, are put into boats, and transported up to
Black rock or Buffalo. Manchester was burnt by
the British troops in December, 1813. Soon after
the peace it was rebuilt. 'On the fourth of July,
'1813, Fort Schlosser was surprised by Lieutenant-

Colonel Clark of the Canadian militia, who took

and brought off the guard stationed there.

On the opposite bank of the Niagara is the
village of Chippawa, situated on both sides of the
creek, close to its entrance into the river. The
land carriage from Queenston, ends at this place,
and goods are transported hence in boats to Fort
Erie. Here is a fort and barracks fer troops. In
the course of the late war it was alternately the
place of encampment of both armies. The plain

south of the creek was also the ground of a cele-
brated battle fought July 5, 1814, between Gene-

ral Riall’s army and the American army of superior
strength, commanded by General Brown, who was
assisted by Generals Scott, Ripley, and Porter.

* Schlosser is the head of the portage and is south of Manches-
ter nearly two miles. The village of Manchester is immediately
at the falls.—R. G.

oo R
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The attack was made on General Scott’s brigade,
which was principally engaged in the open plain,
and he signalized himself at the head of them.
Lieutenant-Colonel Pierson commanded the British
advance. Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon and the Mar-
quis of Tweedale were wounded at the head of
their regiments. The action was short; the Bri-
tish line being checked in an attempt to charge,
retreated and were closel y pursued, but gained the
bridge, and passing over the creek, took a position
behind the entrenchments, which they maintained,
and from which they opened a fire that checked the
pursuit. Without attempting to cross the creek,
General Brown returned to his camp, and General
Riall moved towards Queenston, whence he proceed-
ed to Fort George, and thence to the 20 mile creek
on the route towards Burlington heights, to pre-
vent General Brown from gaining that post.

The river, or as it is sometimes termed, the strait
of Niagara, presents to the senses and the mind
more sublimities and interesting scenes, perhaps,
than any other water or tract of land of only 11
leagues of extent. But the most prominent of all
its objects, is the grand fall, the sublimest cataract
in the known world. This has been so often describ-
ed, that a description of it now is a beaten topic;
yet it seems to be an essential article in Sketches of
Upper Canada.

- It is situated 18 miles below lake Erie, and 15
above Ontario. Two miles higher up the Chippawa
or Welland creek falls into the Niagara, from the
west. From Fort Erie down to Chippawa the land
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is level, and the road is nearly straight, running
along the bank, which is agreeably but not loftily
elevated above the water. The view is deiightful.
The Chippawa having passed over a plain of 40
miles, and through a number of swamps and strata
of discolouring earth, is a sluggish, dark water,
not very fit for culinary uses, or even for washing,
and a8 it meets the clear rapid stream of the Nia-
gara, instead of intermixing with it, it pushesalong
near the shore, and forms a very visible contrast.
It cah be traced all the way down to the falls.
A distant murmuring sound is heard like that of
waves breaking against the sea shore. Below
Chippawa the current begins to quicken, and soon
becomes too rapid to be entered without hazard.
The neighbouring inhabitants say that deer, squir-
rels and other animals, attempting to swim across
are carried down. Geese and ducks, which happen
to light in the water there, are unable to rise upon
the wing again; and even fishes in their own ele-
ment are hurried down to destraction®. The bank
appears to ascendt by the increase of its distance
from the descending surface. of the stream. The
velocity is accelerated, and the noise swells upon the
ear. The river bends a little to the left, rushing

* During winter gulls are seen flying constantly ovef the ra-
pids, and occasionally diving down to the water. I have thought
that they pickéd up fishes fluttering in the overpowering stream.
—R. G.

+ It does ascend conmsiderably, perlaps 60 or 60 feet from
Chippawa to the height above the falls, - The river descends 55

feet in the same distance.—R. G.

2
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down among rocks and precipices covered with
foam, dashed up in various forms and colours. Be-
yond these foaming rapids, at the distance of half
a mile, a cloud of vapour is seen to rise ; but the
river disappears.

A mile or more above the falls, a portion of the
river, consisting principelly of the Chippawa wa-
ters, is separated froqg the main channel by am
island.  On this detached branch of the stream, by
the side of the rapids, mills are erected, known by

- the name of the Bridgewater mills, and a little fur.
ther down was a flour mill, called Birch’s mill.
From the island upwards there was a line of float.
ing timbers, so fixed as to turn fato the mill stream

 logs coming down singly from the Chippawa, along
the left bank. It was afterwards found more safe
to float the {ogs down in small rafts.

These mills (Bridgewater) were burned by the
American troops after Lundy’s Lane battle.

Where one of the Bridgewater mills stood, near
the place of the flume, there is a burning spring,
known before the mill was erected and now open
to view. It emits a vapour of some bitaminous or
combustible quality. A candle applied near the
water excites a flame, which burns for some minutes.
The blaze is clearly perceptible in the day time,
and is said to be much more visible in the night.
Itis also said, by those who have made experiments
more leisurely than I had an opportunity of wit-
nessing, that it will produce such a degree of heat
as to cause,water placed over it, in a suitable vessel,
to steam and even to beil. .

F
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By Birch’s mill seat, there are several houses on
‘a flat low meadow between the water’s edge and the
‘high bank. At this spot you have a romantic, but
too close a view of the rapids. Tn appearance they
are thought to resemble those of the Longe sault
in the St. Lawrence near Cornwall.

Ascending the bank again, you pass along the
road, which as ‘you come against the falls diverges
to the left. You leave it and turn to the right.
From the high banks you have various but partial
and imperfect views of the falls. To see them ad- |
vantageously it is necessary to go down a muddy ‘
winding, weedy ravine, to the Table rock, nearly
100 feet lower than the upper bank. This rocky
platform spreads to the extent of a quarter of an
acre or more*:= It projects over the cavern below
“the cataract, and runs up to the side of the preci-
pice, which you can approach so near as to wash
your hands in the water a few feet above it. Itis
nearly on a level with the top of the mass of water
immediately above the great pitch. It is supposed
to be a part of the very ledge over which the water
is precipitated, but which is worn down a number
of feet below.its original level. '

The Table rock is checkered with a variety of
seams and fissures, some of them wide enough to
admit a man’s hand. Innumerable names and ini-
tials of visitors are inscribed on it, many of them
with the dates of their visits. '

X

* A large piece of this projecting rock gave way in autums,
1818, and fell into the river.—~R. G. '
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* By a plumb line let down over its edge, it has
been ascertained to be 172 feet high. It requires
some fortitude to venture to the margm and look
down into the abyss beneath. -

The Table rock has been esteemed the most ehgx-
ble position for viewing the cataract. In some re-
spects it is; but the stupendous object is too near
to have its full effect. - Besides, it is not sufficiently
in front.. The still-house, on the same level, but
further down the brink of the river, is a better
station, being more- distant ‘and less lateral. No
description or drawing can give an adequate idea
of this wonder of: nature.

The sheet of falling water is lelded by an 1sland ,
called Goat island, which extends from the preci-
pice half a ‘mile upward, and has a sand bar extend-
ing still higher up, by means of which,-in seasons
of low water, the island is approachable from the
east shore*. At the foot of this island are several
rocks, lying scattered near the edge of the water,
as if they had been broken off and tumbled down
from the ledge.

The main volume of water is west of the leand
The ledge is there worn, by the foree of the stream,
into a curve resembling the shape of a horse shoe:

* This description is apt to create mistake. - The island is ap-
proachable by a boat put off from Schlosser, and managed with
great care, o as to drop down on the upper part of theisland.
It is now accessible by a bridge. thrown over a litle way above
the American fall. At no season does the water sink more than
twofest. Goat island contains about 80 acres oigood land.—R. G.

"F2
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from which circamstance it has aequired the name
of the Horse Shoe fall. The toe of the shoe how-
ever is mow an aungle, rather than a curve, but the
inhabitants and early visitors affirm, that it was
formerly more round, and has gradually assumed
8 present angular form within their recollection.
The ledge of this fall is also worn: sn deep, that the
sheet of water passing over it is supposed to be at
least 10 feet thicker than on the other fll.

That portion of the cataraet which lies east of the
island, is called the American or Fort Schiosser foll.
The last name is derived from a settlement on the
eastern shore, which though never much fortified,
has long been known as Fort Schlesser.

The eastern limb of the island is separated into
a little island, by a small channel of water] passing
through and fonmng adistinet spout. This narrow
cascade has been "dignified with the name of the

‘Montmoreney fall, in allusion to the celebrated ca-
taract of that name just below Quebec.
" To a spectator standing on the Table rock, or at
the still-house, the ledge of the island, and of the
American fall, appears nearly in a continued strait
line. ButI observed certain stripes which looked
like ridges; i the falling mass of water, distinguish-
able by different lines of colours running from the
top to the bottom. Whence I concluded that the
ledge must be serrated ; and I afterwards. found
that when viewed frem the easterm bank, it is
clearly seen te be indented and somewhat curved.
" The width of ‘the river at the falls, inclading the
islands and following the curvatures of the ledge,

SKETCHES OF
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 may be a mile, though a direct line across would
be considerably short of that distance.

The eastern fall appears to the eye about a quar-
ter as wide as the western; but probably does not
discharge a tenth part of the water.

The perpendicular height of the ledge of the
Horse Shoe fall, is 150 feet ; that of the Fort Schlos-
ger fall more than 160. The water however does
not fall perpendicularly. It is governed by the
general law of prejectile bodies, and descends in a
pnmbolic curve. )

The chasm below the falls is 200 feet deep, and
not balf a mile wide: and further down it becomes
still marrower.

Viewed from any station, the colour of the falling
water varies in different points of the falls. It is
white, yellow, brown, blue, and green of various
shades, according to the angles of vision.

The dashing, whirling, and agitation in the
gulf, into which the water is preeipitated, are
indescribable. The foam rises in various and per-
petually varying colamns. Near the western border
it ascends in spherical figures, which burst and
spread, and are succeeded by new spheres, exhibit-
ing variations of all the prismatic colours. The
mist rises into a cloud, which moves with the wind.
The spray descends like a misty shower of raia.
The area on which it falls, varies according to the
direction of the wind. In the winter it is said to
he congealed on the trees and bushes, so as to exhi-
bit a beautiful erystalline appearance.

. When the sun is in the right direction there isa
raimbow. While I was viewing it from the Table
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rock, the sun shone brightly just above the western
horizon. The interior arch of the bow was entire,
though a section of it near the northern limit was
faint; but the colours even there were discernible;
and from the summit to the other limit, they were
brilliant. Part of an exterior arch also was visible.

About half a mile below the falls, you may
descend beneath the cliff, and pass up to the very
precipice. The descent is by a ladder of 36 rounds
and 45 feet in length. It formerly was by the
trunk of a tree, the limbs of which were trimmed
into steps on each side. At the foot of the ladder
you land, oh a sloping pile of earth and broken
stones, which appear to be fragments crumbled
down from the cliff, and scattered along towards
the water’s edge: The passage is tedious. In some
places it is difficult, and attended with some danger
of tumbling or sliding down to the water. You
can make your way along the strand, or higher up
near the cliff. As you approach the fall, you pa.;s (
under the. Table rock, which projects 40 or 50
feet beyond its base, and forms a rude cavern.
Water drips from the crevices. It is possible to
proceed beyond, but not directly behind the edge
of the sheet of falling water. You can look diagon-
ally through it, and downwards into the abyss. A
wind issues, not uniformly, but in irreg'ular puffs or
blasts.

A traveller, who has published his remarks, ob-
serves, that a stone thrown.in is perceptibly resisted
by the air ; I made the experiment, but perceived
no such resistance. '

Another traveller mentions that his sight was
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affected, almost to blindness. The only effect of
that nature I was sensible of, was a semsation of
dizziness, on looking steadily for some time upwards,
or in a diagonal direction through the falling
stream. The shower of spray wets through a broad
cloth coat in a few minutes. . Upon attempting to
converse with my guide, I found it difficult to hear
or be heard amidst the stunning noise. It is im-
possible, I believe, to stand there without some
sense of danger. The scene is awful and sublime.
The novelty of the situation, the spray, the foam,
the roar, the wind, the weight of the rushing tor-
. rent, the concussion of the waters, the gulf beneath,
the impending rocks, the tremulous motion of the
air, and the real or imaginary shaking of every
thing around you;—all these overwhelm the senses
and the imagination. Their combined impression
is beyond the power of description.

As I traced my steps back to the ladder, I turned
and stopped to survey the falls from several points
beneath the cliff. The prospect of the descending
water, the foam or the mist is not so striking here
as it is from the stations on the first bank.

The Table rock, and the other rocks which form
the cliff, appear to be a mixture of calcareous and
siliceous particles. There are some distinct streaks

“and lumps of lime stone and flint stone, united in
the same mass.

Ameng the broken stones which line the margin of
the water, there are concretions of a whitish earthy
substance, which my guide represented to be medi-
cinal, and which is vulgarlysupposed to be produced
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by the featn. ¥ took it to be gypsum formed- by
the operation of some mineral acid, eéxuding from
the crevicés, anhd passing over lime stowe rocks.
But I did not pyeserve any spe¢imen for éstperiment,
and do not know that it has béen analyred*.

I obsetved several pieces of timber which appeared
to have been bruised and battered in the rapids and
faHs, and washed up in that state. There were
also bones #Md carcasses of animals washed up,
apparently at different times, upon the strand. =

My guide assured me that in one place, not far
below the falls, the water is so still that it may be
passed in a okiff with safety, thoagh not without
some difficulty in climbing the opposite bankt.

As I ascended the bank, it oceutred that a much
more easy phssage to the cavern might be formed,
by blasting away some rocks near the falls, 86 as to
admit a set of steps in the common form of stairs.
The expense would be trifting compared with
the accommodation of visitors, the number of whom
is already very considerable, and annually increasing.
But, perhaps, the intermixture of artificial aids,

'might render the scene less interesting than it is in
its present state. Every thing is now rude, ro-
mantic, sublime, and original. To gratify taste
any obstacle is surmounted, not only without re-
luctance but with ardour. Inthe pursuit of amuse-

* I am inelined to think that the substance spoken of is
gypsum, washed from a natural bed, and beeome perforated and
irnegular i2 its form, from the action of the water.—R. G.

t On the American side, there is now erected a staircase, and
the ferry is perfectly safe.—R. G.
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ment, ot the satisfaction of curiosity, we willingly
encaunter fatigues which would be irksome, if not
intolerable, in the prosecution of ordinary business.

The sound of the great Falls is audible at various
distances, according to the state of the air and the
coarse of the wind. 1t is freqnently heard at Fort
George and Niagara, and at Fort Erie. 1 heard it
distinetly at Buffalo, a distance of 18 miles.

The view of the falls from the New York side,
either on the bank or under the cliff, is not so ad-
vintageous as on the Canada side.

From the Queenston road, three quarters of 2
mile north of the falls, a road called Lundy’s lane,
from the natne of one of the first settlers, diverges
westward and passes by an old church over an
‘eminence of ground.  On and near this road
a memorable battle was fought, July 25, 1814,
between the British and American armies. It is
known in Canada by the deseription of the battle .
of Lundy’s lane; but in the United States it is
described as the battle of Bridgewater, in reference
to the mills at the rapids, two miles distent, or
- perhaps from an erroneous supposition that that was
the natne of the township, which however is Stam.
ford. 1t might with greater propriety have been
styled the battle of Niagara Falls. The action began
a little after six o’clock in the afternoom, in the skirt
of a thin wood south east of the church, between
the British troops and General Seott’s American
brigade. ~ The former were posted in the lane by
General Drammond, whe, with a reinforcement,
et General Rinll retreating. The latter eom-
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menced the attack, as they advanced out of the = §

wood. After a steady and very animated fire of

" more than an hour, in full day light, on an open

field, General Scott was reinforced by General
Brown, who thenceforward commanded in person.
About nine o’clock Colonel Scott arrived, with a
second British reinforcement. The sanguinary con-

flict was maintained with persevering obstinacy and

uncommon efforts of heroism, until eleven o’clock.
Amidst the darkness. of the night neither army
could be kept in a regulat line, but. separate corps
were engaged in different parts of the field; some
confusion and mistakes occurred. A number of
charges were attempted on both sides, with various
success. General Scott’s brigade made two in-
effectual attempts. Colonel Miller, at the head of
hjs regiment, charged the British artillery, which
was planted on the eminence by the church, and
carried it. The British line made three vigorous
but unsuccessful efforts to regain their artillery.
The carnage was dreadful. Both armies were now
exhausted, and a large proportion of them incapable
of further exertion. General Riall was wounded
and taken prisoner. General Drummond received
a severe wound, but kept the field. Generals
Brown and Scott were both disabled by wounds;
and the command on that side devolved on General
Ripley, who, in pursuance of General Brown’s
instructions, collected the wounded and withdrew
his troops to their camp. He was not able however
to secure the captured cannon; but left them in
possession of the British. Captain Glew of the
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41st, with two companies, having fallen in with
and dispersed the American rear guard, and taken
possession of the artillery, the British line re-
mained near the battle ground through the night.
Both parties claimed the palm of victory.

Next morning, General Ripley, with the rem-
nant of his army, advanced again from his camp to
the bloody scene, where he found his enemy drawn
upin a line ready to receive him. He did not think
it prudent.to renew the action; and returned to
Chippawa, but was not pursued. He continued
his march to Fort Erie, where he fortified himself
and prepared for a siege. General Gains, a senior
~ officer, joined the army, and the operations already
related ensued. \ _

"About three miles below the falls there is a stu-
pendous vortex, known by the name of the whirl-
pool, formed by the sudden turn of the river round
a bluff. The water is agitated to such a degree,
that a mist arises, which can be seen at a consider-
able distance*. Trees and sticks of timber are
whirled round, and almost erected on one end, then
turned and plunged again into the foaming eddy.

The chasm or bed of the river is walled by steep
irregular cliffs, nearly or quite perpendicular, and
in some places even jutting over. It extends more
than seven miles northward to the slope, from the
upper to the lower country ; the former being on a’
level with the banks of lake Erie, the latter with

* This I think must be a mistake. Having repeatedly seen
the whirlpool, I never perceived a mist. Mr. Heriot speaks of
@ fall here 50 feet high, which is quite an exaggeration.—R. G.
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those of Ontario. . On the brink of this slope, at
Queenston Heights, the traveller has a prospect less
sublime, but more beautiful than that of the falls.
In front to the north is the Ontario, expanding its
shores like a sea. The intervening space of seven
miles has the appearance of a long meadow, through
which the Niagara flows with a lively current,
making two elbows on each side in its meandering
course to the lake. Ina valley at his feet on the
left bank of the river, he sees the village of
Queenston, on the right bank the village of Lewis-
town. The river appears to issue from a cavern,
the mouth and sides of the chasm being concealed
from the view.

This most extraordinary chasm has many strong
indications of having been excavated by the action
of the water pouring down the precipice, washing
away the earth, and undermining and wearing off
the rocks. Probably the cataract commenced at
this spot, being formed by the natural slope of the
country, which here crosses the river. By the
incessant operation of ages, it has progressed up-
wards to its present site. This has become the
prevailing belief of the inkabitants, the oldest of
whom think they can perceive some progress in
their time. The ledge they are confident is altered
in shape end sitaation. Rocks which they once
used to see there, and which they distinctly reeol-
lect, have disappeared; and the great pitch itself
is in their opinion several paces further south, than
it was when they first saw it.

If this opinion is correct, it will be confirmed
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by accurate observations. It is indeed a century
and a half since the cataract of Niagara was dis-
covered, and dgscribed as one of the wonders of the
world. But early travellers were not exact and
careful in their notes of the state of the falls. It
is now visited by Europeans and Americans, by
geographers and philosophers, for the purposes of
science, as well as by annual parties of fashion,
from motives of curiosity and amusement. The
country around on both sides is settled, and the
attention of the inhabitants and visitants is pointed
to this interesting question. Every perceptible
alteration it is to be hoped will be noticed and
recorded. :

The ridge which forms the heights. of Qneenston,
runs westward and winds round the head of the
lake. A swell of it, twelve miles west of the river,
is called the Short Hills, where a spectator can
have a view of the two lakes from the same stand*.
The "ridge he stands on is an irregular off-set, be-
tween the two great natural parterres, or plains
of Lakes Erie and Ontario.

Queenston Heights is a commanding military
station, now defended by entrenchments and bat. -
teries. Ia the early period of the late war, it was

* The. swell here spoken of lies south of the slope two or
three miles, and is called the Ridge. Itis an instlated Yill, dis.
tinet from the motntain, and composed of diffbrent materials. Kt
is the righest ground in the- Provinice: 1 think. sbout 500 feat.
Phe Shert.hills: is: & district of comniry five- or six miles 3quare;
cunmiging ‘this. aad sowe other small hills,—RB. G.
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slightly fortified. On the 18th October, 1812,
General Rensselair, commanding the United States
forces on their Niagara frontier, formed an expedi-
tion against it. In the morning a party of militia
embarked in boats at Lewistown, and, in the face
of a most deadly fire, notwithstanding:the embar-
rassment of the eddies, effected a landing. The
attack was led by Colonel Solomon Van Rensselair,
Adjutant General of the New York militia, who soon
after landing was severely wounded ; yet with great
presence of mind, although scarcely able to stand,
animated his officers and men to advance and storm
the battery on the heights.

Other boats followed under the command of
General Wadsworth, of the New York militia ; and
they succeeded in'gaining possession of the village.
General Brock, president of the province, - and
commander of the forces in it, arrived in haste from
Fort George, and without waijting for a reinforce-
“ment, marching rapidly after him, put himself at
the head of two companies;- and gallantly led:them
up the hill against a superior force. He was soon
killed with a musket ball, and his aid-de-camp,
Lieutenant-Colonel M‘Donnel, Attorney-General
of the province, mortally wounded. The militia
remaining at Lewistown, not being obliged by law to
pass the limits of the United States, could not be
prevailed upon by General Van Renssellair, to
cross over and assist in securing the advantages
already obtained: In the course of the day General
Sheaffe arrived and succeeded to the command . left
vacant by the lamented death of General Brock.

2
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Having collected all his reinforcement of regulars,
militia and Indians, and formed them on a field
west of the village, he made so judicious and spirit-
ed an attack on the Americans, that they capitulated
and surrendered, to the number of 386 regulars
and 378 militia. -In imitation of General Brock’s
example ap Detroit, General Sheaffe retained the
regular troops as pnsoners, but dismissed the mlh-
tia on parole. JEUSU

Four miles west of Queenston is the village of
St. David’s, which was for some time the head quar-
ters of the British army in 1813, and of the
American army in 1814. A number of buildings
in this settlement were burned by the Americans.
The officer who ordered the burning was dismissed
from the service by General Brown.

The village of Queenstor is in the southern part
of the township of Niagara. It is the lower landing
for the portage round the falls. Amidst the sur-
rounding desolations of war, this place was pre-
served from destruction, and is now in a flourishing
state, having added to its former business a por-
tion of what used to center at Niagara. The por-
tage from Queenston to Chippawa is ten miles; but
the receiving and forwarding merchant, generally
transports merchandise the whole distance up to
Fort Erie, part of the way in waggons and the rest
in boats.

The portage on the New York side is from Lemw:s-
town to Schlosser, between which places a canal
has been proposed to be formed. The distance is
said to be rather less than from Queenston to Chip-
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pawa. After the burning of Niagars, Lewistown
was taken and burned, December 18th, 1813, It
is principally rebuilt, and begins to fleurish again.

Queenston and: Lewistown are rivals in comnmerce.
Both of them have good #iver harboars. Indeed
the whole river for seven miles down, to its mouth,
may be considered one continned harbour. The
shore is bold, requiring only a short wharfage for
vessels to load and unload. Though the current is
swift in the channel, an eddy near each shore aids
vesselsand boats in passing up. This is the head of
navigation, whence vessels sail tosny port on the
lake, and down the St. Lawrence to Ogdenshurgh
and Prescott.

The Niagara in gederal, and especially the port-
age, appears to be a busy, bustling scene. The
connected commerce of the two lakes is compressed
into a narrow compass, in this intermediate com-
munication, which is thus rendered a place of very
considerable activity. Besides the labour of loading
and unloading, the carriage of goeds by land is
not only attended with more trouble, but exhibits
an appearance of mere commercial property and
business, than the transportation of the same mer-
chandise by water.

Phe tows, as well as township of Niagara, was
originally named Newark ; but in 1708 the name
was changed by law. Still it is generally bat
erroneously deseribed. by its old' name. It is situ-
ated ou the left Bank-of the river, and extends up

the lake shore westerly, the whole width of 3 towa.

ship. Theangle formed by the river snd lake is
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denominated Missassaga Point, and sometimes the
Light House Point, from the light house standing
near it. The fortification erected there is called
Fort Missassaga. Fott George is more than a mile
higher up the rivet. In pursuance of the treaty of
1794, the garrisoni -was moved over from the old
fort on the other side of the river and stationed
here, and the works were strengthened at the
commencement of hostilities. On the 27th May,
1813, General Dearborn and Commodore Chauncey
made a combined attack upon this important forf.
Their troops landed on the lake shore, &t Two
Mile creek. The advance was led by Celonél
Scott and Major Forsyth. The landing was dis-
puted by the British troops, under General Vin-
cent, who had marched out of .the fort and ad-
vanced to the bank. But €Cemmodore Chauncey had
stationed several schoomers, in such pesitions as to
silence a battery sitwated near the Two Mile creek,
and to sweep the bank with canister gad grape
shet. Thus effectuslly covered, the boats safely
reached the shore. The troops landed, and moimt-
ing the bank, immediately formed and pressed
forward. The British Fne, already thrown inte
sonie confusion, by the raking fire fromy the ship-
pmg, gave way and were pursued. In the mean
tinke the batteries on the other side of the river,
togesher with some of the ships, playing upon Fort
George, rendered it untenable. Instead therefore
of entering and defending it, General Vincert re-
treutod inte the veat of the fort, and Bentg' thus
overtpowared #nd driven from his position, by 4

G B
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superior force, directed his retreat towards the head
of the lake, to concentrate his forces, rally the mili-
" tia, and wait for reinforcements. The harmonious
arrangements and co-operation of General Dear-
born, and Commodore Chauncey, on this oceasion,
as well as at York, have been spoken of in terms of
high commendation. Fort George remained under
the flag of the United States, through the cam-
paign, though invested some of the time by the
British troops, under General De Rottenburgh, who
" took a position extending from St. David’s to Four
Mile creek. General Vincent, who succeeded him,
retired to Burlington upon the arrival of a part of
General Harrison’s army. On the first of Decem-
ber, General Wilkinson having drawn most of the
American forces to Sacket’s harbour, to join in his
expedition down the St. Lawrence, the command of
Fort George devolved on General M¢Clure of the
New York Militia, who, on the 10th of that month,
abandoned the fort and set fire to the town of Nia-
gara. This barbarous measure, aggravated by the
circumstances of the season of the year and the
time of the day, he endeavoured to justify apon the
principle of preventing his enemy from using the
houses as barracks for their garrison. It appeared
however that his orders instructed only to burn the
adjacent houses, if it should be necessary for the
defence of the fort. The Government of the United
States disapproved his conduct, and declared it
unauthorized.

Thevillage thusdestroyed, contained two churches,
a district school, and nearly 100 dwelling houses,
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besides offices, stores, and shops.  Its situation
was beautiful, fronting the river, handsomely ele-
vated above the water, and commanding a noble
prospect. The streets were laid out at right an-
gles. It had been the seat of the Provincial Go-
vernment, and was the place of the courts of jus-
tice for Niagara district. - The®court house and gaol
had been demolished by hot shot from the other
shore, on the day of the battle of Queenston. In
August, 1815, very few of the houses were rebuilt,
though considerable preparations were made for re-
building.

This wanton destruction of Niagara occasioned
a severe retaliation upon all the villages on the New
York side of the line.

Opposite to Missassaga stands the old Fort Nia-
gara. It was built by the French, in 1751, and
taken from them by Sir William Johnson in 1759. .
At the close of the revolutionary war, it was pos-
sessed by the British; and though by the terms of
the treaty, it fell to the United States, it was not
delivered into their possession until 1795. Soon
after General M<Clure’s evacuation of Fort George,
Lieutenant-Colonel Murray crossed the river in the
night, and at four o’clock in the morning of De-
cember 19, 1813, surprised the garrison of Nia-
gara, and took the fort by storm. It remained in
British possession through the remainder of the war,
and at the peace was restored. The mouth of the
Niagara is in lat. 43° 15’ 47" north, and long. 78" 25
west. The point on the right bank projects farther
into the lake, than Missassaga point onthe left bank.

G2
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There are two bars at the outlet of the river. On
the inner bar, the depth of water is 18 feet; on the
outer 24. The last i3 said to be affected and varied
by the winds and swells of the lake.

West of the Niagara, a number of streams enter
the lake from the south. They are denominated
according to their reputed distances; the Two
Mile creek, the Four, the Twelve, the Twenty, the
Forty Mile creek, &c. Near the one last mentioned,
. on the 5th of June, 18183, the American army under
General Lewis, halted for the night on their march
towards Burlington. General Vincent, who wasat
a small distance on his retreat, being informed of
their situation, surprised them before morning in
their camp; took Generals Winder and Chandler
prisoners ; and though not able to make a regular
stand against General Lewis’s superior force, yet,
by thus anticipating his attack, compelled him to
return to Fort George, without accomplishing the
object of his expedition. General Vincent’s dis-
patch gave Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey the credit
of this well-planned and well-executed enterprize.

The Beaver Dam also in this district is entitled -

to historical notice, as the place where Lieutemant-
Colonel Boersler, with a battalion of General Dear-
_ borw’s army, on the 21st of June, 1813, surrendered
to an inferior British and Indian fosce. After
some skirmishing, Lieutemant Fitz-Gibbon, who
commanded the small party of regulars and Indians
beariag & flag in the mame of a field officer, whan
he represented to be at band with his regimnent, and
magnifying the strength of tha Indians, demansled
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a surrender on peril of Indian severities, in case of
refusal. By this negotiation he had the address to
detain Colonel Boersler, until the Indians passed
round into his rear, and spread themselves in the
woods, in such a manner, as to exhibit the appear-
ance of a very formidable number. The'stratagem
succeeded. Colonel Boersler, supposing himself
surrounded by an irresistible force, capitulated,
but bhad the mortification to find he had been
deceived.

The length of lake Ontario is estimated at 175
miles, in a direction from south west to north east,
parallel, but not coinciding with lake Erie. Its
shape is elliptical. Its breadth differs at different
points. From York to Niagara it is 35 miles ; from
Presque isle to Gennessee river, 60 miles; from .
Ernest Town to Oswego, 55 miles; and from
Kingston to Sacket’s harbour, round the head of
Wolfe island, 36 miles.

The water is of such depth, that, for a consider-
able space no soundings are found. Different from
the water of the Ohio and Mississippi, which is
turbid, that of the great lakes, and their river the
St. Lawrence, is limpid-and pure, except when
intermixed with’ particles of earth from the shores,
by the agitation of winds. It is used for drink,
and also for washing, though it is not so soft and
suitable for the solution of scap as rain water.

Near the shores of lake Ontario, for a few days
in June, the surface of the water is annually covered -
with a yellowish scum, which renders it unfit for

drinking or culinary uses. Of this phnomemm
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various causes are vulgarly assigned; but as none
of them appear satisfactory, I merely state the fact,
without pretending to account for it philosophi-
cally. ‘

In summer, also, the lake water by the shores is
too warm to be agreeable to the taste; but, by being
placed during the night in a cellar, it acquires a
good degree of coolness.

The river St. Lawrence is not overspread with
nocturnal fogs as the Ohio frequently is; nor is
‘there, in its vicinity, such a difference between the
temperature of the day and the night.

The shore of- the lake in general is covered with
gravel, consisting principally of small, thin pieces
of limestone, worn round and smooth, by the
friction occasioned by the motion of ‘the water.
This gravel is an excellent material for the forma-
tion of roads. It is not harsh like the pounded
stones of which Pennsylvania turnpikes are made;
and when consolidated with the clayey soil which
generally abounds along the shore, it is not movable
under the feet. It is washed up in ridges, of rods
and even of miles in length. In some places it
lies on a level, until the interstices are filled with
the finer particles washed off by friction, and the
whole mass is cemented and concreted into hori-
zontal strata of limestone; some of which may be
seen in an imperfect state of concretion, the sur-
face being still rough with adhering gravel stones.
Others contain muscle shells, clearly discernible,
although perfectly enclosed, and other substances,
or the moulds of substances, which have decayed
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and left their cavities-to be filled by subsequent and
. distinguishable concretions of limestone particles.

The river St. Lawrence, and the north easterly
part of the lake, including Ernest Town sound,
and the bay of Quinte, on the Canada shore, and
Chaumont bay, Sacket’s harbour, Oswego, &c. on
the New York side, are generally frozen over in the
winter. Passengers cross with horses and sleighs,
from Kingston to Gravelly point. The channel,
however, on the south side of Wolfe island, is seldom
frozen over very strongly, and the ice lasts there
but a short time, so as to be passable. Almost
every winter, teams and persons are lost in at-
tempting to pass. The lake is never closed with
ice, except at the east end, in the bays, and near
the shores. Lake Erie is frozen still less. Huron
and Michigan, especially the northern parts of
them, rather more, and Superior to the distance in
some places of seventy miles from its shores.

There is this difference between lakes Erie and
Ontario: the islands of the former, as we have
already noticed, are at the south western end;
those of the latter at the north eastern end.

At the head, or south west end of lake On-
tario, there is no good harbour. Burlington bay
is a small lake, separated from the main lake, by a
sandy beach, which extends five miles from Saltfleet
on the south, to Nelson on the north, with a small
outlet or creek, running from the bay aeross the
beach, into the lake, and having a bridge over it.
On the west of the bay, and divided from it by a
promontory, stretching from south to north, almost
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acress the bay, is 3 marsh, or small marshy lake,
named Coot's Paradise, distingnished as a place of
game. The beach, the bay, the promentory, and
marsh, form as romantie a situation perhaps as any
in America. Adjoining the msgrsh is a tract of
land, reserved by government for the site of a
town. Burlington heights were fortified and gar-
risoned during the late war.

The land road, from Niagara, round the head of
the lake to York, is about ninety miles, crossing
the rivers Credit, Tobicocke, Humber, and several
smaller streams, all of them generally, and the
Credit in particular, abounding with fish. Burling-
ton beach is half way. ‘

Near this place there wasa tavern built, at the
expense of the crown. In the early period of the
last war, it occasionally accommodated troops as
they passed. But in May, 1813, it was burned by
the Americans. ]

York, which is the seat of the provincial govern-
ment, isip lat. 43° 85’ north, a little west of the
meridian of Niagara. It is beautifully situated on
a bay or harbour, extending nearly two miles from
the west to the east side of the town, and almost
inclosed by a peninsula, which projects a corres-
ponding distance from east ta west,~without the
basin of the harbour. The western extremity of
the peninsula is Gibraltar point, where are public
stores and black-houses. On the highest gronnd,

-near the point, a light-house of about seventy feet
elevation is erected. Om the main land, opposite
to the point, is the garvison, where was also the
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lieutenant-governor's  residences- Two miles east,
near the head of the barbour, were two wings of
the parliament house, the main edifice not heing
yes erected. They were built of brick, ane story
high. The legislative council sat in one of them,
the house of representatives in the other. Being'
burned by the Americans, their walls have been
repaired, and eonverted into barraeks,

The town occupies the intervening space between
that site and the garrison. The harbour in front is
well secured, has safe anchorage, and is sufficiently
capacious to contain a cansiderable fleet. But the
shore is not bold, and no wharfs are yet built, exeept

-one, which is an appendage of the new naval store-
houses. Vessels lie off at ancher, and lead and
unload by boats. The entrance also into the harbour
is somewhat difficult; but the light-house is de-
signed to remedy the difficulty. The Don empties
its waters into the head of the harbour, east of the
town; and two miles west of the garrison is the
mouth of the Humber, farmerly named the Toronto,
a name which wasapplied to the bay. Both of these
rivers afford eonvenient mill seats.

The war was unpropitious to Yark. It was twice
taken by the Americans. First by General Dearborn
and Commodore Chauncey, acting in concert, April
27, 1813. Their squadron taok a position in front
of the harbour and the garrisen, extending in a
line westward. They intended to land their troops
on an open field, the site of the old French fort
Toronto; but the wind blowing heavily from the
€ast, the boats fell to the leeward. A detachment of
riflemen led by Major Forsyth, followed and sup-
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ported by a larger corps of infantry under General
Pike, amounting in all to 1700, landed in a wood
a little west of the intended landing place, and
about a mile and a half from the garrison. Their
landing was warmly contested by the British forces,
under the immediate command of General Sheaffe;
who, after an action of half an hour, was driven
from the wood, and compelled to retreat. Two
redoubts were carried; and General Pike, at the
head of his brigade, was advancing towards the
main work, when the explosion of a magazine ter-
minated his career, and killed and wounded a con-
siderable number of his men, and some of the rear
of the British troops. General Sheaffe having
destroyed a part of the military and naval stores,
and a ship on the stocks, moved off with his regular
troops. The militia then capitulated, and were
paroled. One armed schooner was captured.
Such of the public stores as could not be put on
board the American fleet, were destroyed or given
to the inhabitants. The flour and other provisions
were, by General Dearborn’s order, distributed
among the poor people of the town and garrison.

A party of American sailors, without the orders
or knowledge of their commanders, set fire to the
two wings of the parliament house and consumed
them, with the adjoining clerk’s offices and the
library and papers deposited there, under a pretence
of irritation, on account of a scalp, alleged to have
been found suspended as a trophy*. Commodore

* This statement that the burning was by some American
sailors, is the result of all my inquiries on the subject, though
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Chauncey transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy,
<A British standard, accompanied,’” as he stated in
his dispatch, *with the mace over which hung a
human scalp ; these articles,”” he added, ¢ were taken
from the parliament house, by one of my officers,
and presented to me.”” General Dearborn also
made a similar communication. It was doubtless
so represented to them ; and they believed the re-
presentation, or they would not have communicated
it to their government, and- through them to the
nation. But according to the statement of a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, who was
acquainted with the circamstances, they were
simply these. The scalp was sent as . a curiosity,
enclosed in a letter from an officer of the army to
his friend, the clerk of the house. Upon opening
the letter, he and two or three others who happened
to be present, were disgusted at the sight, and he
threw the letter into ap under drawer of his table,
among a parcel of old papers. There it was probably
found by some of the sailors, who imposed upon the

Captain Grafton, who commanded the American guard, in his
i‘eport declares that “ upon discovering the fire, he hastened to
the place, and found some inhabitants standing near it: that he
asked them who had set the fire, their reply was, they did not
know ; that there were no sailors or soldiers to be seen; and he
thought it as probable that some disaffected inhabitants had done
it, as that any of the American soldiers or sailors had been guilty

of disobeying the orders of their commanders.” Notwithstanding
his opinion, it is an unquestionable fact, that the fire was set by
a number.of Americans, supposed, from their appearance, to be
sailors, unattended by any officer.
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officers the fiction of its being suspended over the
mace, as if placed there by public authority.

This explanation of a matter not very important
in itself, may, it is hoped, have a tendency to re.
move some of the effects of a misapprehension, which
created on one part a popular prejudice against the
government of this province, as having countenanced
the savage practice of scalping, and, on the other,
an impression that the American officers descended
to misrepresentation, for the purpose of exciting
such prejudices.

Neither the provincial government nor the com-
manders of the forces gave any bounty for scalps,

_orany encouragement to the practice of taking them.
The British officers and soldiers universally have a
strong abhorrence of that Indian custom.

General Dearborn’s civil treatment of the public
authorities and inhabitants of York, was politely
acknowledged on their part, in a letter from Chief
Justice Scott to the American Adjutant General,
dated York, April 30, 1813, in which, after referring -
to the General’s orders and arrangements for re-
straining his soldiers, protecting the persons and
property of the imhabitants, and supporting the
magistrates, he says, < On the part of the magis-
trates of York, I gratefullyacknowledge the humane
attention which has been paid by his Excellency to
the present situation of its inhabitants, by pursaing

-2 hine of conduct so conducive to the protection of
a number of imdividuals, and so honourable to
himself.””

Such mutual civilities aecruing amidst the cen-
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flicts of arms, are worthy of notice and imitation,
as they reflect honour on both parties, and haVe a
tendency to mitigate the evils of war.

In the last of August, the same year, York was
visited again by Commedore Chauncey and Colonel
Scott, who landed without opposition, took a num.
ber of cannon and boats, and a quantity of provisions,
shot, shells, and other stores, and burnt the barracks
and publie store-houses.

Yonge street is a military way, laid out by General
Simeoe when he was Lieutenant-Governor, and
opened by the troops under his command, in a di-
réct line, northerly, from York thirty-two miles
to Holland’s river, whence the passage is easy into
lake Simcoe, and thence to Gloucester Bay, a good
barbour in lake Huron. A road has been opened
to Penetanguishene, where a settlement has been
commenced. ‘

One great object of opening Yonge street, was
to shorten and facilitate the communrication with
the worth west; according to the calculation of the
Iate Surveyor General Smith, ¢« Merchandise from
Montreal to Michilimackinac, may be sent this way
at ten or fifieen pounds less expence per ton, than
by the route of Ottawa river;”’ and it has been
represented to be equally preferable to the circuitous
route by the straits of Niagara and Detroit.  For,
whether the goods come-from Montreal, up the St.
Lawrence to Kingston; or from New York, up the
Hudsoms and Mohawk rivers, and by the ueual
passage to Oswego, they can be as easily forwarded
from either of those lake ports to York as to Niagara.

1
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The transportation over lake Huron to Michili-
mackinac, or to St. Joseph’s, is as practicable from
Gloucester bay, as from the South bay communica-~
ting with the river Sinclair; and the distance from
York to Gloucester is less by four or five hundred
miles, than from Niagara to the south bay of lake
_hHuron. The land carriage, however, by the Falls

of Niagara, is less than ten miles; whereas from
York to Gloucester, it is more than thirty. The
question of preferenceis still agitated by the respec-
tive partisans of these different routes, and seems
not yet decided by satisfz’tctory experiment.

Presque isle or Newcastle harbour is in the town-
ship of Cramahe, more than half way from York to
Kingston. It is protected from winds, and almost
encircled by -a peninsula, which projects in a curve
into the lake. The basin of water thus embayed
is of sufficient depth, and the shore is convenient
for a landing place. But the entrance into the
harbour, being not very direct and plain, requires
considerable care. The navigation from Presque
isle eastward along the shore, is attended with some
difficulty and danger, by reason of bays and points,
and the winds to which that coast is peculiarly
exposed. v

The Bay of Quinte* enters between Fredericks-
burgh on the north, and Marysburgh on the south,
and extends westward in a very irregular form,
about fifty miles, leaving between it and the lake
a long forked peninsula, called Prince Edward,

* Pronounced Canty.
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containing four townships. From the head of the
bay there is a carrying place of a mile and a half,
over the isthmus into the lake, nine miles east of
Presque iste. Here it has been proposed, at some
future day, to cut a canal to connect the waters of
the bay and the lake; and a tract of adjoining land
was reserved for the purpose of aiding the project.
At the north west angle of the bay, it receives
through the river Trent, after a circuitous route,
the waters of the Rice lake, which lies 40 miles
west, and with which there is a communication
from a chain of lakes, in a north westerly direction
towards lake Simcoe. At the mouth of this river,
in the township of Murray, is the best harbour in
the bay. Moira river, more commonly denomi-
nated Myers’s creek, enters at a village of that name,
in the township of Thurlow. At the north east
point of the bay, between Fredericksburgh and
Richmond, the Appanee river falls in from the east.
On this river, amidst a flourishing little village in
the rear of Fredericksburgh, are valuable mills,
said to be the best flour mills in the province.
Their value is enhanced by the facility with which
grain is conveyed to them, and the flour is transport-
ed to market by water. The opening which receives
the Appanee being at the south east angle of the
Mohawk Indian township, is known by the name
of Mohawk bay. One arm of the main bay, named
Hay bay, spreading easterly penetrates through
Adolphus town into Fredericksburgh. The bay of
Quinte has a considerable expansion of water south
of Thurlow, but is generally narrow, and throughout
3

A J
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its whole extent of 60 miles, is navigable for any
vessels which commonly navigate the lake.

The peninsula of Prince Edward is indented with
coves and poitts of land, and contains two small
lakes, distinguished as East lake and West lake.
They are in the southern part of the peninsuls, and
both of them communicate with the main lake.

East of the bay of Quinte is the harbour of
Ernest Town, in lat. 44° 10’ north, and long. 76° 56’
west*. It is a broad open bay, of good depth, a
smooth bottom, and safe anchoring ground. The
access to it is free from sand bars and sheals. The
bank of the shore is even and gravelly, and of such
" a descent, that a wharf of from fifty to a hundred
feet, is sufficient for vessels to lie along side of it
in safety. One such wharf has been some fime in -
use ; another has been begutf; and there are con-
venient sites for as many more as may be hecessary
to accommodate the business of the village. The
harbour is sheltered by considerable projections of
land on each side. The force of heavy swells also
is broken, and the violence of winds and storms
weakened, by Ambherst island, once known as
L’Isle de Teonti, which lies in fromt, and éxtends
about ten miles, forming 4 sound of cerrespouding
length, and of the variable breadth of two er three
miles. The outlet at either end is safe.  Vesséls

sailing up the lake fromr Kingston, may pase threagh

* This is the latitude of Ernest Town, according to my own
observation ; but my means of taking it were nof very perfect.
In geteral, 1 have adopted the teputed ltitddes and longttades
of phaces.
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this sound, or keep without the island. Between
~ the east end and Gage island, there is an opening,

commonly described as the Lower Gap, and between
the west end and the peninsula of Prince Edward,
there is another opening of two or three miles,
called the Upper Gap, which is in front of the
entrance into the bay of Quinte. The sound is
usually bridged over with ice, from about the tenth
of January to the latter part of March.

The great road from Kingston to York divides at
Ernest Town. One branch passes on the north side
of the bay, crossing the Apanee on a bridge at the
mills, and the Trent by a ferry near its mouth.
The other continues on the lake shore, passing the
bay, by a ferry, from Adolphus Town over to the
peninsula of Prince Edward. They unite a little
west of the head of the bay.

Kingston is in lat. 44° 12’ north, and long. 75° 41
west, at the north east point of lake Ontario, and
the head of the St. Lawrence, on its north eastern
shore, opposite to Wolfe island. It occupies the -
site of old Fort Frontenac, the ruins of which are .
still to be seen, as are also the remains of a breast-
work, thrown up by the English under Colonel
Bradstreet. The harbour is on the east side of the
town, and is formed by a bay stretching up nor-
therly by the front of the town, and meeting the
waters of a river, on which, a few miles above, the
Kingston mills are erected. The west shore of the
bay is bold and suitable for wharfs, of which there
are already as many as ten, where vessels of any
burthen may lie in safety, and load and unload

H
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with convenience and ease. East of the bay the
land projects southward, a considerable distance, to
a point called Point Frederick, or Navy Point,
beyond which is Haldemand Cove, a deep basin of
- water sheltered by this point, on, the west, and
Point Henry on the east, and guarded against
south winds by Wolfe island in front. In this cove
the king’s shipping lie, and on its western margin
are the royal dock yard, wharf, stores, &c. The
entrance into the cove is safe, The town harbour
has shoals; but vessels coming in, or going out,
may steer either to the right or left, and avoid
them.

In November, 1812, Commodore Chauncey, with
his small squadron, being then superior. to the
British, chased the Royal George from the Ducks
through the Upper Gap, and the sound of Ernest
Town, into Kingston harbour, where he exchanged
a few shots with the batteries, and then sailed away
for Sacket’s harbour, having captured two schooners
in the chase. ‘

At the commencement of hostilities, Kingston
had a small garrison, accommodated with barracks,
but no fortification. In various successive stages of
the war, it was strengthened with much labour,
and great expense. A regular fort is constructed
at Missassaga Point; and all other accessible points
are secured by batteries. The town is.surrounded
with a line of block houses, and picketed in. The
old market is converted into a guard house. Ex-
tensive barracks are added to those heretofore
erected. The works at Navy Point are enlarged,
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with the addition of batteries, magazines, and a
dock for ship building on a large scale. Bat the
principal fortress is at Point Henry, which com-
mands the town and harbour. Snake island, si-
tuated pear the outlet into the open lake, is fortified,
and made a telegraphic station, to communicate
with a telegraph at Fort Henry.

Kingston is the military and naval head quarters
of the province; anrd next to Quebec and Halifax,
it is the stromgest post in all British America. As
to commercial business, it is the third town in the
Canadas, being inferior to none but Quebec and
Montreal. :

From its situation, it is the natural depot of those
articles of commerce, which are transported over
the lake in vessels, and up and down the river in
boats. Here they meet and deposit, and exchange
their cargoes.

As a harbour, certainly, and perhaps in other

~points of relation to navigation and commerce,
Kingston unites more advantages than any other
place, on either the Canada or New York side of
‘the lake. Of the former we have already taken a
cursory view. Let us now look to the south shore.

The first port of any importance east of Niagara,
is the mouth of Genessee river. It is the outlet of
a fertile and flourishing tract of country, which
will have much surplus produce to send to market;
but its situation will not accommodate the trade of
other districts surrounding the lake. Once or
twice in the last war, the British squadron looked

HZ
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info the mouth. of this river, and took thence some
coasting vessels, boats, and stores.

Poultneyville, further east, is subject to similar
disadvantages of situation. So is Sodus, a fine ca-
pacious basin of water, embayed by a ridge running
from the western angle, in a curve, and almost
surrounding the bay. The shores are somewhat
muddy; and at its entrance there is a bar, over
which there is not sufficient depth of water for the
passage of large vessels. A small village named
Troopville, but more commonly called Sodus, is
situated on the peninsula, or ridge of land which
forms the harbour. It contained about thirty
buildings, among which were four large dwelling-
houses, one of them an elegant seat, built by the
agent of Sir William Pultney, the original pro-
prietor of the village, and four or five warehouses.
There was no public store. One of the inhabitants,
however, who was in the receiving and forwarding
line of business, occasionally received and forwarded
flour and other articles for the United States, on
the same terms as for private customers.

On the 20th June, 1813, the British lake fleet,
under Sir James L. Yeo, anchored off the bar, land-
ed a number of men, and took a few barrels of
flour, all that was there. The inhabitants generally
retired into the adjoining woods; but as the boats
were leaving the wharf, anumber of them collected
and fired upon the last boat. Several men were
killed and wounded. The Commodore ordered the
landing party to return and set fire to the village,
which was accordingly done. The warehouses
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were burnt, and all the dwelling houses of much
consequence, except a tavern, in which there wasa

wounded man, supposed to be near expiring. From
motives of humanity to him, that house was spared.
In August, 1815, 1 observed the village was par-
tially rebuilt.

A few miles further east still is Little Sodus, a
harbour similar to that of Sodus, but smaller.

Oswego, is in lat. 43° 20"and long. 75°45". 1t
is about 180 miles from Albany, at the end of a long
chain of inland navigation, with only 14 miles of
land carriage from New York. But it is not so
advantageously located for the trade of the St.
Lawrence, the great natural outlet to foreign mar-
kets, through which the imports also as well as the
exports of this lake must pass. Yet there is one
heavy article, Onandago Salt, with which Oswego
supplies Upper Canada, together with Michilimac-
kinac, Detroit, and the northern coast of Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and those parts of the state of New
York adjacent to lakes Erie and Ontario.

At the entrance of the river there is a bar over
which large or heavily loaded vessels cannot pass.

As a military post, Oswego is well known in his-
tory. It was a British fort, built at an early period,
with a view to the command of the lake. In 1756,
the Marquis de Montcalm, at the head of a nu-
merous French army, took it by siege. In 1760,
General Amherst recovered it. During the Ameri-
can revolutionary war an unsuccessful expedition
was undertaken against it; but it remained under
the British standard until the peace. By the treaty
of 1783, it fell within the United States. Still it
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was retained until after the treaty of 1794. -
When it came into the possession of the United
States, it was suffered to lie unrepaired. Even
in the late war it was neglected. The village
is built on the other side of the river, and
the place of deposit of public stores was at the
falls 12 miles up the river. This last circumstance
accounts for the neglect of Fort Oswego. In 1813,
it was cannonaded without much effect by a British
squadron lying without the bar. This cannonade
was distinctly heard at Ernest Town, on the op-
posite side of the lake, a distance of 55 miles.

On the 5th of May, 1814, a considerable force
from Kingston, under the immediate command of
General Druminond, on board Cotmmodore Yeo's
squadron, anchored before the mouth of the river.
A number of boats proceeded towards the shore,
with troops to ascertain by the American fire the
real points of defence. Those boats returned to the
ships; and the whole stood off for better anchorage.
At day-break the next morning, the fleet approach-
ed again ; and the Wolf taking a position directly
in the front of the fort kept up a heavy fire, under
cover of which the troops effected a landing. They
were met by Colonel Mitchell, the American com-
manding officer, who, considering the fort to be
untenable, marched out towards the shore with his
corps of about 300 men. The action lasted half an
hour, when the Americans retreated up the river
towands the falls without re-entering the fort.
Gemeral Drammond next day burnt the barracks,
and re-embarked for Kingston, bringing away two
cannon, some small arms, and naval stores. But
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the great object of the expedition, the capture of
the principal stores for the American fleet, was not
cffected.

Henderson’s harbour is the western part of a
bay which has Stony Point on the west and north
of it. It is a safe good harbour, capable of strong
defence, and accommodates the country round it;
but is not rightly situated for the general commerce
of the lake. This last remark is applicable to se-
veral small rivers, which are navigable some dis-
tance for boats. One of them, Sandy Creek, which
enters on the west side of Stony Point, was render-
ed famous in the late war by an expedition under
Captain Popham of the Royal Navy, who with one
other Post Captain, six Lieutenants and about 180
sailors in a flotilla of four gun boats, three cutters,
and a gig, pursued into the creek some boats load-
ed with cannon and cables on their way from Os-
wego to Sacket’s harbour. Being decoyed a mile
or two up the creek, they were ambuscaded and
taken prisoners, with a loss of 14 killed and 28
wounded, by a party of riflemen under Major
Apling and Captain Woolsey of the American navy.
This loss, though not great in numbers, was attended
with circumstances which were felt and regretted
by Sir James Yeo, who was then blockading Sacket’s
" harbour. He raised the blockade, and soon after
returned into port, leaving the American squadron
in possession of the lake, from July to October 1814. °

Sacket’s harbour, a few miles further east, is the
rival of Kingston as a maval port. It has suffi-
cient depth of water, good anchoring ground, and
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a bold shore, and is protected from the winds of the
lake by a narrow promontory projecting eastward,
and almost enclosing it. The peculiarity of its en-
trance is favourable to a defence against an invading
. squadron. The village is placed south of the har-
bour. In addition to its natural strength it is de-
fended by military works. Fort Pike overlooks
the bay from the east. Fort Tompkins stands on the
west. Batteries extend further along the shores.
Its rear is guarded by Fort Chauncey, and a line of
block houses and batteries. It is the main station
of the naval force of the United States on the lake,
and the place of their principal ship building.

In the summer of 1812, Commodore Earl, with
the British squadron, sailed over to Sacket’s har-
bour to destroy the brig Oneida; but finding her
hauled into the inner harbour, and some of her
guns planted on the point, returned without mak-
ing the contemplated attempt.

While the works round the harbour were still in
an imperfect state, it was attacked by Sir George
Prevost, who seizing the favourable opportunity of
the absence of General Dearborn with his army,
and Commodore Chauncey with his fleet, on their -
expedition to Niagara, embarked his troops, and
sailed from Kingston the 27th of May, 1813, the
very day of the capture of Fort George. By ad-
verse winds and other circumstances the attack was
#-delayed until the morning of the 29th, when under
- cover of the shipsand gun boats, about a thousand
men landed on a peninsula called Horse island, a
mile west of the harbour. Their landing was op-
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posed by 500 militia, who were ordered by Gene-
ral Brown to lie close, and reserve their fire till they
could be sure of their object. But being undisci-
plined and unused to action, and their command-
ing officer, Colonel Mills, being killed, they fled in
disora_ea',k The British column advanced through a
wood towards Fort Tompkins, where they were met
by Colonel Backus at the head of 400 regular troops
and some militia, assembled in haste from the neigh-
bouring towns. A sharp conflict ensued. Colonel
Backus was mortally wounded. An impression was
made upon his line; and though his regulars still
maintained their ground, yet before General
Brown came up to his assistance with about 100
whom he had rallied of the party, dispersed at the
landing, the militia attached to Colonel Backus’s
command, retreated into a road leading south west-
‘ward through a wood. Their marching off in that
direction, while the regular troops yet stood firm,
had the appearance of a rapid, circuitous movement
to gain the rear of the British line, and cut off their
retreat. It was also understood that a regiment
of American troeps under Lieutenant-Colonel Tutle,
were approaching and near at hand. At this criti-
cal moment Captain Gray, who led the British ad-
vanced corps, was killed, and General Prevost gave
the signal for the troops to retire, when, as they
believed, they were just on the point of carrying
Fort Tompkins. Indeed the officer who had the
charge of Navy Point, supposing the fort already
lost, agreeable to his orders, in such an event, put
fire to a naval magazine, in which most of the
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stores recently captured at York had been deposit-
ed, and were now consumed. The British troops
were not annoyed in their retreat; but embarked
without molestation.

General Brown, who commanded in this defence,
was then a militia officer, residing at Brownville,
a distance of eight miles, and took the command
on the occasion, in consequence of a letter from
General Dearborn requesting it, seconded by the
request of Colonel Backus, the senior officer at the
harbour. The transactions of this interesting day
brought him into notice; and soon afterwards he
-received an appointment in the army.

At the close of the war the fortification of Sacket’s
harbour was far inferior to that of Kingston.

Notwithstanding the peculiar advantages of
Sacket’s harbour for naval defence, its local cir-

cumstances unfit it for commanding the commerce
of the lake.

Basin harbour, in Grenadier island, is well shel-
tered from storms, and is a good stopping place ;
but its insular situation is not adapted to commerce.

Cape Vincent, or Gravelly Point, on the south
side of the southern outlet of the lake, though very
advantageously situated in some respects, is too .
much exposed to the rake of the winds, to admit
of a commercial competition with Kingston, which
possesses a corresponding relation to the northern
channel of the river. Gravelly Point had its share
of the devastations of war. The stores and some
other buildings there were burnt.

Vessels and boats from any of the ports on the
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south shore, naturally pass down the river by Gra-
velly Point, in the channel south of Wolfe island.
They cannot touch at Kingston, and take the chan-
nel on the north side of that island, without a con-
siderable deviation from a direct course. But
Kingston is the route from all the places on the
north shore. :

The commerce of the lake, after all, will not cen-
tre at any one point, but continue to be divided
among a number.

The navigation of Ontario is more important than
that of any other of the lakes, as it is the medium
of more extensive and vital communication. It
was found to be soin the operations of the late war.
Larger sums were accordingly expended in pro-
viding means fer its defence. The question of
superiority on lake Erie was settled by one decisive
action, as stated in the description of that lake.
A similar decision took place on lake Champlain.
But here, season after season was consumed in
progressive preparations. With the exception of
two or three partial encounters and running fights,
the war on this lake seemed to be a ship-building
competition. When the British squadron were
superior in strength, they sailed the lake without
interruption ; and the Americans kept their har-
bour, till, by the addition of new ships, they
attained the superiority. Then they came out, and
the British, in their turn, retired into port to wait
for the building of more ships. In this course of
proceeding, Kingston and Sacket’s harbour were
alternately blockaded. The rival Commedores feel-
ing a weight of respensibility, acted with consum-
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mate caution and address, being equally determined
to be sure of not risking an action with an inferior
force, or under disadvantageous circumstances.
Prudence is frequently more useful than enterprise;
but it is not so popular a feature in a naval or
military character. Some people on each side
became impatient, and rather dissatisfied with these
national competitors for the command of the lake.
Before either of them could seize a favourable op-
portunity of attacking the other to advantage,
peace arrived, and found them both still engaged
in preparatory exertions, each having two large
ships then on the stocks. Previous to the war, the
" merchant vessels were about equally divided ; but
at the conclusion of it, the major part of them were
in the American ports. A number have, by pur-
chase, been since transferred to Canada.

The balance of naval force is in favour of the
British. The two ships on the stocks at Kingston,
it is said, are to be launched and finished. Those
on the stocks at Sacket’s harbour, are housed in
their unfinished state. One of them is represented
to be larger than any ship in the British navy, being
210 feet in length on her lower gun deck. That
the largest ships in the world should thus be built
on this interior lake of fresh water, at such a dis-
tance from the ocean, is an astonishing spectacle.
If peace should continue ten years they will all be
unfit for-service.

Navigation by the force of steam, which has
proved so useful on the rivers, is about to be at-
tempted on this lake. A large steam boat of 150
feet keel, and of course about 170 feet deck, 1s
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building at the village of Ernest Town, but prin-
cipally owned at Kingston. It is intended for
transportation as well as for passengers; and if the
experiment should succeed on the rough water of the
open lake, this boat will navigate the whole extent of
the lake and river between Queenston and Prescott.

A steam boat, on a smaller scale and at less ex-
pence, is on the stocks at Sacket’s harbour.

There is one also about to be built on lake Erie.
On lake Champlain, a steam boat has been some
tim& in pperation, and forms part of the line of pas-
sage from Albany to Montreal.

As the St. Lawrence issues from the lake it is 12
miles wide, and is divided into two channels by
Wolfe island, formerly styled Grand or Long isle.
The south channel has been esteemed the deepest
and best, although the north is the widest. From
the town over to the island the ferry is three miles
and a half; across the island, seven miles; and one
mile and a half from the island to Gravelly Point.
This is in the route from Kingston by Brownville
to Albany, in the state of New York, a distance of
220 miles. :

There are several islands above and below. The
Ducks, so called from their distant appearance in
the water, lie a few miles west of Wolfe island, and
about 15 miles south of Amherst island. As you
ascend the river you pass many other small islands,
one cluster of which has the appellation of the
Thousand islands.

The riveris navigable for schoonersabout 70 miles;
but their passage up is difficult, not so much because
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of the current or any particular obstruetion in the
channel, as the state of the winds, which blow two
thirds of the summer season down stream ; and the
channel is too narrow to allow much scope for the
process of beating.

Attempts, nevertheless, are in operation, toestablish
depots above the upper rapids, at Ogdensburgh on
the right bank, and Johnstown and Prescott on the
left bank, with a view to make these places, instead
of Kingston,the head of the Montreal Boatnavigation.
Of the practicability and eventual success of these
experiments various opinions are formed, according
to the different interests and views of those who
reason ou the subject. The application of the prin-
ciple of steam, to the navigation of the river and the
lake, may operate essentially in favour of the lower
ports. :
From both shores of the lake, large quantities of
. lumber, consisting chiefly of oak and pine timber
and staves, are annually carried down on rafts to
Montreal and Quebec. For a year or two the
market was overstocked, and of course losses and
embarrassments were incurred, and the business
received a temporary check. It is at all times a
business of considerable hazard.

The Gananogui river is supplied from a lake of
that name, and another small lake further north,
and discharges its waters into the St. Lawrence in
Leeds, the second township below Kingston. At
its mouth there is an excellent harbour, the channel
being from 12 to 15 feet deep, and the current very
slow. Above the rapids it is navigated by boats.
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Its waters accommodate some valuable mills, and a
furnace for the manufacture of iren.

Early in the war with the United States, Ganano-
qui was visited by a party of volunteers from the other
shore, under the order of Captain Forsyth, who
routed the guard, took a number of prisoners and
arms, and burnt the barracks and public stores.

Grenadier island lies before the township of
Yonge, and leaves a channel so narrow that it is
from that circumstance called the Narrows.

Above Johnstown, on the New York shore, is the
village of Ogdensburgh, where Fort Osweigatchie
stood, on a river of the same name.- The original
proprietors, and some of the settlers, being men of
capital and enterprise, commenced this village on
a regular plan, and introduced an elegant style of
building. It had a rapid extension of settlement
and business, exhibits a beautiful appearance, and
is still progressing with a fair prospect of com-
mercial prosperity, notwnthstandmg the interruption
of the war.

After the commencement of hostilities, it was
slightly fortified, and became a station for a small
military force. In the autumn of the first year of
the war, Colonel Lethbridge, who commanded at
Prescott, attempted to take it. His troops, in about
twenty boats, supported by two gun-boats, moved
up the river three quarters of a mile, then tacked
and stood over towards Ogdensburgh. Assoon as
they changed: their course, the batteries at Prescott
commenced firing across, to cover their landing.
When they reached the middle of the river, General

1
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Brown, who had hitherto reserved his fire, opened
his battery upon them with very considerable
effect. Two or three of the boats were shattered,
and they all returned to Prescott. This was the
first step of that military career in which success
so uniformly attended General Brown through the
war.

In the following winter, Lieutenant-Colonel .

M:<Donnell having then the command at Prescott,
planned and executed another attack. For several
days he had exercised his troops on the ice near
the shore, and again paraded them there, apparently
for the same purpose, but prepared for an assault.
His progress towards Ogdensburgh was not noticed
there until he was marching on a quick step and
pushing for the shore. Captain Forsyth, the com-
manding officer, then rallied his men, formed them
in haste, and attempted a defence; but being un-
prepared and inferior in strength, he was driven
from his position, and forced to retreat. Colonel
M<Donnell took possession of the village,and brought
over to Prescott the cannon and stores found in it.
Ogdensburgh was not occupied as a military sta-
tion any more during the war.

The success which has attended the commercial
establishment at this stage of the river, on the
New York side, seems to have kindled a spark of
ambition -on the opposite shore. A settlement
was begun before the late war, at a point in the
township of Augusta, named Prescott, advantage-
ously situated for the purpose; and although it is
yet in its infancy, considerable arrangements are

2
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said to be formed for establishing and supporting
it as a stand for the forwarding business of the
Canadian side of the lake and river. In the pro-
~ gress of the war Prescott was fortified. The forti-
fication is honoured with the name of Fort Wel-
lington. It has a Egarrison of regular troops, and
is an important military post, commanding the
river and the opposite town of Ogdensburgh.

The uppermost rapid in the St. Lawrence is just
below Johnstown. From thence to Montreal the
river is navigable only for boats, rafts, &c.

A more difficult rapid is the Longe Sault (longus
saltus), in front of the township of Osnaburg
above Cornwall. The channel is here divided by
several islands, and the water runs with great velo-
city, especially at the foot, where there is a sudden
descent or leap of the water, from which the
name is derived. In going up, boats keep the
north shore, and are towed along; but in descend-
ing they universally pass south of the islands, that
being the widest, deepest, and safest passage. . The
Longe Sault is about nine miles in length. Boats
are said to pass down that distance in 20 minutes,
that is, at the rate of 27 miles an hour: the current

“itself, however, is not so rapid.. The boatinen are
obliged to add to its velocity by rowing to steer
the boat.

The rapids below the line of Upper Canada, at
the Cedars and La Chine, as you approach Mont-
real, are not less dangerous. But with good
pilotage, boats and rafte pass them in safety,

I
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The Ottawa, or Grand river, which divides the
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada for several
hundred miles, forming in its course various lakes,
islands, rapids, and falls, opens into the St. Law.
rence, through a bay called the Lake of the Twe
Mountains, 18 miles long and three broad, above
the south west point of the island of Montreal.
While the communication by the St. Lawrence
and lakes Ontario and Erie was intercepted by tife
late war, the Ottawa was the channel through
which military supplies were forwarded to the
shipping and posts on lake Michigan.

The height of the water in the river and lakes
varies according to the season, being sensibly, al-
though not immediately, affected by the quantity
of rain and snow falling on the region, from whence
the streams flow into the lakes. In ordinary
years the water continues to rise in lake Ontario
until about the 20th of June. The consequence
is, that the St. Lawrence is not, like the Ohio,
Mississippi, and some other navigable rivers, sub-
Ject to sudden variations, which affect the naviga.
tion; and require boats to hasten or postpone their
passage, without regard to their preparation, con-
venience, or previous calculation.

Independent of the occasional and annual varia-
tions, there appears to be a general decrease of
the lake waters. It is ascertained by permanent
land marks, that the surface of lake Ontario is now
(1811) four feet lower than it was 20 years ago.
Whether this gradual subsiding of the waters is
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caused by the wearing away of the channel of the
outlet, or whatever may be its cause, the fact is
certain, and ought to be noted®.

It was once supposed, that the lakes were sub-
ject to a septennial rising and falling of water;
but the supposition was not well founded.

There is something like irregular tides in the
lakes. They are most perceptible in the bays and
inlets, and are accounted for on the’ principle of
the breeze, which, under the influence of the sun’s
rays, blows from the water upon the land in the
day time, and in the night subsides, and yields to a
counter breeze from the land to the water. These
shifting breezes are similar to those on the sea-
shore. They operate upon the water, which is thus
impelled to and from the land. The efféct is
what is called the lake tides. In the bay of
Quinte the ebbing and flowing are very consi-
derable, but various, in-COnsequence of the swells
produced by different winds on the open lake. Atthe
mouth of the Appanee river they frequently make
a difference of 12 or 14 inches in the depth of the
water; and boats and small craft passing to and
from the mills conform to the alternate influx and
reflux, which succeed each other several times
in a dayt.

* In 1815 the waters of Ontario and the upper lakes rose higher
than they had been for 30 years past. This rise did not all of it
take place in one year. It was gradual for two preceding seasons;
but the principal elevation was in the summer of 1815.

t See note A at the end of the Sketches.
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SKETCH V.

———

CIVIL DIVISIONS.

Districts—Counties—— Townships—- Towns—Con-
- cesstons— Lots.

By the constitutional act the governor was
authorized to divide the province into districts,
counties, or circles, and towns or townships, and
to establish the limits thereof; subject, however,
to alteration by the provincial leglslature

Lord Dorchester had, three years before, formed
that part of the province -of Quebec, which now
- composes Upper Canada, into four districts; Lu-
nenburgh, Mecklenburgh, Nassau, and Hesse.

At the first provincial parliament in 1792, those
names were abolished, and the Eustern, the M:id-
land; the Home and the Western substituted as
‘the names of the respective districts; but their
limits were not altered.

Soon after Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe under-
took the administration of the province, he issued
a proclamation, dated July 16, 1792, dividing it
into 19 counties.

In 1798, the parliament revised the civil divi-
sions of the province; and, making several alter-
ations and additions, established eight Districts, 25
Counties, and 158 Toéwnships..

THE EASTERN DISTRICT
Was composed of five counties:

A .
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1st. The County of Glengary, containing the
townships of Lancaster, Charlottenburgh, and
Kenyon, with the tract of land claimed by the St.
Regis Indians. _ ’

2d. The County of Stormont, containing the
townships of Cornwall, Osnaburgh, Finch and
Roxburgh.

3d. The County of Dundas, _ contammg the
townships of Williamsburgh, Matilda, Mountain,
and Winchester.

4th. The County of Prescott, containing the
townships of Hawksbury, Longueil, with the
tract of land in its rear, Alfred and Plantagenet.

Sth. The County of Russell, containing the
townships of Clarence, Cumberland, Gloucester,
Osgood, Russell, and Cambridge.

THE DISTRICT OF JOHNSTOWN

Was composed of three counties :
" 1st. The County of Grenville, containing the
townships of Edwardsburgh, Augusta, Wolford,
Oxford on the Rideau, Marlborough, Montague,
North Gower, and South Gower. '

9d. The County of Leeds, containing the town-
ships of Elizabethtown, Yonge (including what
was formerly called Escot), Lansdown, Leeds,
Crosby, Bastard, Burgess, Elmsly, and Kitly.

3d. The County of Cariten, containing the
township of Nepean, with the tract of Jand to be
thereafter laid out into townships, between Ne-
Pean and a line deawn aorth, 16 degrees west from
the north west angle of Crosby, until it intersects
the Ottawa river.

\v
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THE MIDLAND DISTRICT

Was composed of four counties, with the land in
their rear, to the northern limits of the province.

Ist. The County of Frontinac, containing the
townships of Pittsburgh, Kingston, Loughborough,
Portland, Hinchenbroke, Bedford, and Wolfe
Island.

2d. The wncorporated Counties of Lenox and
Addington, containing the townships of Ernest
Town, Fredericksburg, Adolphus Town, Rich-
mond, Camden (east), Amherst Island, and Shef-
field.

3d. The County of Hastings, containing the
townships of Sidney, Thurlow, the tract of land
occupied by the Mohawks, Hungerford, Hunting-
don, and Rawdon.

4th. The County of Prince Edward, containing
the townships ‘of Marysburg, Hallowell, Sophias-
burg, and Ameliasburg.

THE DISTRICT OF NEWCASTLE,

The organization of which was postponed until the
number of its inhabitants amounted to a thousand,
was composed of two counties, with the land in
their rear, to the northern limits of the province.

Ist. The County of Northumberland, containing
the township of Murray, Cramahe, Haldimand,
Hamilton, Alnwick, Percy, and Seymour.

2d. The County of Durham, containing the
townships of Hope, Clarke, and Darlington, with
some adjoining lands,
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THE HOME DISTRICT

Was composed of two counties.
st. The County of York, containing, in its
East Riding, the townships of Whitby, Pickering,
Scarborough, York, Etobicoke, Markham, Vaugh-
-an, King, Whitchurch, UxbndO'e, Guillembury,
and a tract of land, thereafter to be laid out into
townships, between the County of Durham and
lake Simcoe; in the West Riding, the townships
of Beverly, Hamborough (east and west), and
several tracts of land, not then laid out into
townships.

2d. The County of Simcoe, containing Matche-
dash, Gloucester, or Penetangueshing, with Prince
William Heory’s island, and a tract of unlocated

land, extending to the northern limits of the
province.

THE DISTRICT OF NIAGARA

Was composed of two counties, together with the
beach between the head of lake Ontario, and
Burlington bay, and the promontory between that
bay and Coot’s Paradise.

1st. The County of Lincoln, containing, in its
first riding, the townships of Clinton, Grimsby,
Saltfleet, Barton, Ancaster, Glandford, Binbrook,
GainsBorough, and Caistor: in the second riding,
Niagara, Grantham, and Louth; in the third
riding, Stamford, Thorold and Pelham ; in the
fourth riding, Bertie, Willoughby, Crowland, Hum-
berstone, and Wainfleet.

2d. The County of Haldimand, containing the
tract of land on each side of the Grand river, then
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in the occupation of the Six Nation Indians,
.and lying to the southward and south west of
Dundas Street.

THE DISTRICT OF LONDON

Was composed of three counties, with a tract of
land extending back to lake Huron.

1st. The County of Norfolk, containing the
townships of Rainham, Walpole, Woodhouse, Char-
lotteville, Walsingham, Houghton, Middleton,
Windbam, and Townsend, with Turkey Point,
and the promontory of Long Point.

2d. The County of Oxzford, containing the town-
ships of Burford, Norwich, Dereham, Oxford upon
the Thames, Blandford, and Blenheim.

3d. The County of Middlesex, containing the
townships of London, Westminster, Dorchester,
Yarmouth, Southwold, Malahide, Bayham, Dun-
wich, Aldborough, and Delaware.

THE WESTERN DISTRICT
Was composed of two counties, with all the
north western region of the province not included
in any other district. -
1st. The County of Kent, containing the town-
ships of Dover, Chatham, Camden (west), the
Moravian tract of land, called Orford (north and
south), Howard, Harwich, Raleigh, Romnéy, Til-
bury (east and west), and the Shawney Indians’
town. ~
2d. The County of Essex, containing the town-
ships of Rochester, Mersea, Gosfield, Maidstone,
Sandwich, Colchester, Malden, and the lands of
the Hurons, and other Indians upon. the strait.




UPPER CANADA. ) 121

The adjacent islands, in the rivers and lakes,
were generally annexed to the townships in front
of w hich they were situated.

A number of other townships have been since
laid out ; and others still will doubtless be added
as fast as the population and settlement of the
province shall require them.

In a few of the townships there is a plat of a
mile square, distinguished as a town, but without
any distinct corporate privileges. Insome instances,
the name of the town is different from that of
the township, as Brockville, in the township of
Elizabeth town. ‘

Several applications have been made to the pro-
vincial legislature for the incorporation of other
districts ; but they have not yet been granted*.

As civil divisions, .these districts are peculiar to
this province, and have almost annihilated the im- .
portance of counties. There are district courts, °
but no county courts. The court bouse and gnol
belong to the district. The sheriff’s authority is
commensurate with the district. The commission
of the peace extends through the whole district, and
of course, the jurisdiction of the court of sessions
is equally extemsive. So is that of the surrogate
court, and the court, of assize, &c. The locality
of juries, of real and other local actions, and of
crimes, has reference to the district. In short there
‘are only two or three respects, in which counties

* The district of Gore is now formed out of part of the Home
and Niagera districts; and the district of Ottawa s formed out of
part of the Eastern district.—R. G,

.
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are regarded by law: one is the registry of land titles ;
another the organization of the battalions of militia*.

The townships extend nine miles in front, and
twelve miles back. This is a general rule, from
which there have been exceptions, occasioned by
the shape and quantity of land remaining to be laid
out after preceding locations.

The townships were laid 6ut into Concessions
and lots, in this manner. A front line was first
adjusted to the shore, so as to leave as little as pos-
sible of head land between it and the water, and of
back water between it and the land. A second
line was then drawn parallel with the first, and
at the distance of a hundred chains, or a mile and
a quarter, besides the allowance for a road. The
intervening range of Jand was called the first or
front Concession. In the same manner a second
Concession was laid out, then a third, fourth, &c.
In the front and between the Concessions, a strip
of land was allowed for a road. The allowance
for the front road was generally 60 feet, and for the
other Concession roads 40 feet. Each Concession
was divided into lots of 200 acres, by parallel lines
at right angles with the Concession lines, and 20
chains, or a quarter of a mile distant from each
other. At intervals of two or three miles, a strip
of 40 feet, between two lots, was left for a cross road.

* Members of parliament are generally chosen by counties. In
Niagara district by ridings, which are equivalent to counties, The
district of Ottawa is still joined to the eastern district, as it concerns
assize courts,—R. G.

1
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In several of the first townships the lots were
laid only nineteen chains wide, and consequently
the Concessions were proportionally wider, to give
each lot, by an addition of length, its complemkent
of 200 acres. And in some of the later townships,
I believe the Concession lines have been drawn so
as to make the 200 acre lots shorter and wider.

In the townships bordering upon the lakes and
great rivers, the Concessions were fronted on the
water. The ranges of townships laid out on each
side of Yonge street and Dundas street, were fronted
on those streets respectively.

The Concessions being numbered from the front
to the rear of the townships, the lots in each Con-
cession were distinguished by their appropriate
numbers, and are commonly described in that man-
ner; as lot No. — in the — Concession of the
township of —. This description, by the number
of the lot and of the Concession, with the name
of the township, is simple, familiar, and uniform,
and at the same time so definite, that it has been
adjudged by the Court of King’s Bench to be suffi-
cient, not only in a deed of conveyance, but even
in a writ of ejectment.

The inhabitants of these townships hold annual
meetings, appoint certain officers, and regulate
some matters of police agreeably to the provisions
of law, but have not such various corporate powers
and duties, as those little republics, the towns of
New England.

.
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SKETCH VI.

——

SETTLEMENTS.

The whole north eastern Limits settled—Cornwall—
Charlottenburg—Williamsburg— Battle of Chrys-
ler’s Field —-Johnstown—-Prescott—-Elizabeth

Town— Brockville— Kingston— Ernest Town—

Townships around the Bay of Quinte— Newcastle

Dastrict—Yonge Street—York— Niagara Dis-

trict— Indian Lands— London District—Western

Dastrict—Shores of Lakes Erie und Ontario—

Lord Selkirk’s Plantation—Situation of London

on the Thames.

It has been stated that Upper Canada began to
be settled in 1784. A brief sketch of the progress
and present state of the settlements will be added.
From the north eastern line to Elizabeth town,
about 70 miles, the whole width of the province,
between the two boundary rivers St. Lawrence and
Ottawa, was early laid out into townships, in two,
three, and four ranges. These townships are all
settled, and arany of them well cultivated. Some
of them have improvements on almost every lot.
rewall is a flourishing town, watered by a
rivalet running through it, and situated on a com-
modious bay of the river below the .Longe Sauit.
It is the seat of the courts for the éastera district,
has a very respectable literary institution, a church
and rectory, and considerable trade.
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Charlottenburg pext below, has more agricul-
ture, and a larger number of inhabitants. It is
well watered by the river Aux Raisins; but is not
" conveniently situated for trade. The first settlers
were chiefly Catholics from Scotland. They have
a Catholic chapel in the township. ,

The front of . Williamsburg is a beautiful situa-
tion on the bank of the river. In this township
there is a Lutheran church. Chrysler’s farm, in this
township, has aequired celebrity from a battle
fought there, November 11th, 1814, between a
part of General Wilkinson’s army on their way
down the St. Lawrence, and a body of British
troops, collected and commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel Morrison, pursuing and harassing the
Americans on their march. The latter, led by
Brigadier-General Boyd, in the absence of Gene-
rals Wilkinson and Lewis, who were in the boats, .
faced about, and commenced the action, in the
early part of which they were successful. But
Colonel Morrison, by his judicious movements,
and the discipline and firmness of his troops, main-
tained a well chosen position, and turned the for-
tune of the day. General Boyd being forced to
retreat, formed his troops again, with a view to a
further engagement ; but was ordered to embark,
and proceed down the river. The loss in killed
and wounded was severe on both sides. (General
Covington, of the American army, died of his
wounds a few days afterwards. This short but
severe action is called by the British officers the
battle of Chrysler's field, and by the Americans
the battle of Williamsburg.
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Joknstown, in the township of Edwardsburg,
is calculated for a mercantile depot, at the head of
the Rapids, being the lowest port to and from
which lake vessels sail. It was the court town of
the eastern district; and since the division of the
original district, the courts for the district of
Johnstown have been attended here, as well as at
Elizabeth town. Johnstown has experienced a
comparative decline.

Prescott, a village in Augusta, opposite to Og-
densburgh, is beginning to vie with that place in
exertions to obtain the forwarding business of the
Montreal boats, and the vessels of the lake. Al-
though it is not so low down as Johnstown, it has
a bolder shore.

Elizabeth is a populous and wealthy township,
situated near the centre of the district, has a good
agricultural country around it, and is increasing in
commercial business.

The village at the front of this township has
received the name of Brockville. Although not
regularly fortified, it was the station of a few
troops, and the scene of some military operations.
On the 7th of February, 1813, Captain Forsyth,
with 200 volunteers from Ogdensburgh, landed
in this village, surprised the guard, and took about
40 prisoners, with- some arms, ammunition, and
other public stores.

From the townships adjoining the Ottawa, and
the rivers Rideau and Petite Nation, which empty
into the Ottawa, the produce is transported in
boats down that river to Montreal, and goods are
remitted through the same channel. The head
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waters: of these streams communicate by short port-
ages with those which fall into the St. Lawrence;
and by means of locks and canals, an inland navi-
gation might be easily effected between the St.
Lawrence and the Ottawa, to the benefit of com-
mercial intercourse, and the security of the pro-
vince in time of war. The forks of the Rideau,
@und which the townships of Oxford, Marl-
boi'ough, and Gower, are situated, are expected
to become an emporium of interior commerce.
They afford advantageous situations for water works,
especially for the manufacture of iron, and it is
said there is a good supply of ore in the vicinity.

From Elizabeth town upward, the settlements
are of the depth of three townships, or between
30 or 40 miles throughout the district of Johns-
town.

In Frontinac, the eastern county of the mid-
land district, two ranges of townships are settled,
besides the settlements on the islands.

The harbour of Kingston has already been de-
scribed. The town fronts the harbour in full view
of the water and shipping. Streets are laid out
parallel with the harbour, at convenient distances
from each other; and are intersected at right angles,
by cross streets dividing the town into squares.
One square is an open public area in front of the
court house, and gaol, and episcopal church.—
In this area is the market. , Besides these public
buildings there are a new Catholic church, bar-
racks for the troops of the garrison, an hospital,
and a house for the commanding officer, about
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300 other dwelling houses, a number of ware-
houses and stores, about 50 shops of goods, seve-
ral public offices, a respectable district school, a
valuable library, besides mechanic shops, &ec.
Though the war destroyed Niagara, checked the
progress of York, and made Ernest town « a
deserted village,” it doubled the population, the
buildings, and business of Kingston.

The court house and gaol, Catholic chureh,
many of the principal dwelling houses, and some
stores, are built of a bluish limestone, dug out of
the ground, in large quantities, in the midst of
~ the town. This species of stone is common in the
- country, and will be more particularly noticed in
a sketch of the soil. The quarries of it here are
convenient and valuable for purposes of building;
but the style of building is not tasty and elegant.

Kingston is not well supplied with water.—
Wells are difficult to be obtained, and their water
is not very good. The water of the bay is less
pure than that of the open lake. Some springs in
the rear of the town, yield a partial supply of clear
water, very slightly affected by its passage through
strata of limestone.

The township of Kingston is in somte places
stony, and contains a number of lots still unset-
tled, probably because they are owned by gentle-
men engaged in other employments than the culti-
vation of land.

Kingston is subject to one local disadvantage,
the want of a populous back country.

. Loughbevough sitaated north, and Portland north
2
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west, have made some progress in settlement, but
are yet thinly inhabited. .

The next township on the lake is Ernest Town,
vulgarly called Second Town. It is level, and has a
rich soil, with but little waste ground. There is more
arable land than meadow or pasture. It is watered
by two rivers and various smaller streams, running
into the lake, and furnishing convenient mill seats.
Nearly all the lots are settled, and generally under
good improvement. ‘The settlers are most of them
practical husbandmen. Their farms are well fenc-
ed, well tilled, and accommodated with barns.
There are now (1811) above 2,300 inhabitants, a
greater number than are found in any other town-
ship in the province. They have three houses
of public worship, one Episcopalian, one Présby-
terian, and one Methodist, attended by clergymen
of these respective denominations. In the front
of the township, adjoining the harbour, 18 miles
above Kingston, at the division of the great road
into branches, passing up on the inside and outside
of the bay of Quinte, a village is begun, which pro-
mises to be a place of considerable business. Its
harbour has been noticed in the description of the
lake. From the lake shore, the ground ascends
about seventy rods, and thence slopes off in a
gentle northern descent. The ascent is divided
into regular squares by five streets, laid parallel
with the shore; one of them being the lower
branch of the main road, and all of them crossed
at right angles, by streets running northerly. One
of these croes streets is continued through the Con-

K
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cession, and forms that branch of the main road
which passes round the bay of Quinte. On the
east side of this street at the most elevated point
stands the church ; and on the opposite side is the
academy, overlooking the village, and command-
ing a variegated prospect of the harbour, the sound,
the adjacent island, the outlets into the open lake,
and the shores_stretching eastward and westward,
with a fine landscape view of the country all
around. The situation is healthy and delightful,
not surpassed perhaps in natural advantages by any
in America.

The village contains a valuable social Library;
is increasing in buildings, accommodations,. inhabi-
tants, and business, and seems calculated to be
the central point of a populous and productive tract
of country around it.

Amherst island in front, has between one and
two hundred inhabitants, and is a distinct town-
ship, although for some public purposes it is an-
nexed to Ernest Town.

Camden lies north, and is settled to the distance
of about twenty miles from the lake.

- Although Ernest town is entirely east of the bay
of Quinte, it is commonly considered, especially
by people residing at a distance, to belong to the bay.

Fredericksburg, the next township, is not so
uniformly settled and improved ; but has a large
population, and many excellent farms, an episcopal
church*, and a Lutheran meeting house. The
Appanee separates it from Richmond on the north.

* The Episcopal church has since been burnt.
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A‘;E;fp:hus Town is surrounded on the south
west, and north, by the bay, and is indented with
several fine coves, furnishing convenient landing
places. It is not large, but is well cultivated, and
has a town, or village, with a court house, where
the court of general quarter sessions for the Mid-
land District sits semi-annually ; the other two al-
ternate terms being holden at Kingston. A society
of friends have their meetings in Adolphus Town.
Travelling the main road to the seat of government,
you cross ‘the bay from this town to the peninsula
of Prince Edward, by a ferry of about 2 mile.

In Mgrysburg, Hallowell, Sophiasburg, and Ame-
liasburg, the four townships of Prince Edward, the
peninsula south of the bay of Quinte, there is some
rough and waste land ; but a large proportion of no-
ble farms under good cultivation. Hallowell is a
flourishing village, advantageously situated on the
bay. The road over the isthmus, from the head of
_ the bay to the lake, has Ameliasburg in the mid-
land district, on one side, and on the other,
Murray, a township of the district of Newecastle.
It appears to be a place of increasing activity ; but
the soil is not of the first quality.

In Marysburg, opposite to Adolphus Town,
there is a lake or pond of several hundred acres on
the top of a hill, two hundred feet higher than the
surface of lake Ontario. There is no stream en-
tering this small lake ; but one issuing from it suf-
ficient to carry a' mill, called Van Alstine’s mill,
standing by the shore of the bay of Quinte.

North of the bay there are two ranges of town-

K2
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ships. West of Richmond, is the Mohawk land,
a fertile tract, nine miles in front, and twelve miles
deep, assigned to a portion of the Mohawks, who
chose to separate from the Six Nations on the Grand
river. It is inhabited by the Indians only, accord-
ing to their mode of habitation, and of course is
little improved, and the roads are bad. In the
front of the village isa church built by the Society
for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, who
have, for a number of years, maintained a reader
of service, and a schoolmaster for these Indians.

Thurlow, adjoining westward, is well settled in
front, and near its south western angle, Myers
river has good improvements, extending five or six
miles up the river. At the mouth there is a hand-
some collection of houses and shops, with a plea-
sant public square or common. This village is
built on low ground, and is subject to inundation
when the river is choked with ice.

The improvements continue pretty uniform
throughout Sidney, and to the river Trent, in the
.township of Murray. Thence through the fertile
well watered townships of the district of New-
castle, generally, the settlements appear new ; but
they are beginning to flourish, - Their natural ad-
vantages are of a superior order. Cramahe, Haldi-
mand, Hamilton, and Hope, are making good pro-
gress in population. Hamilton is the seat of jus-
tice for the district of Newcastle. :

From that district to York, the country, not-
withstanding its fertility, is thinly settled; and,
counsequently, the roads are unfinished and out of
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repair, the land having been granted in large blocks
to non-resident proprietors.

The government, as well as travellers, appear to
be convinced of the ill policy of such grants upon
a great public road. For, in later instances, the
lots located on such a road have been granted upon
condition of actual settlement, the clearing of
acertainquantity of the land, the erection of a house,
and the making of the road across each lot.

Upon these principles, the two ranges of town-

ships butting upon Yonge street were granted,
except that the troops under General Simcoe were
employed in opening the way at first.- Thus a
noble chain of agricultural improvements has, in a
short time, been extended from York to Guillem-
burg, near lake Simcoe. A new region is peopled,
and the public are accommodated with a good
road. In consequence of which, the country is en-
riched, and the town of York highly benefited,
notwithstanding some non-resident lands in its
immediate vicinity. :
" York has other advantages, natural and adven-
titious. It is situated on a beautiful plain, ia a
rich soil, and temperate climate. Its harbour and
connexion with the lake have been already sketched.
The town plat, more than a mile and a half in
length, is laid out in regular streets, lots, and
squares, having the Garrison, and the site of the
parliament house on its two wings, and a market
near the center.

There is a public square open to the water.
Many neat, and some elegant houses are erected,

2
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and the town has a mixed appearance of city and
country. It is the seat of government, the place
of the residence of his excellency _th“e Lieutenant
Governor, and of the annual session of parliament.
Here the provincial offices are kept, the public
officers reside, and the business of the province is
transacted. It is the resort of persons applying for
land, or making any other applications to govern-
ment, and of travellers visiting the country. It is
likewise the seat of the courts and offices of the
home district, and has an episcopal church, a dis-
trict school, a printing office, and much professional
and mercantile business. In summer the héach
of the peninsula is a healthy and delightful ride;
and the bay, covered with level ice, forms an ex-
tensive plain for the winter amusement of sleighing.

York increased but little in its buildings during
the war, except some military erections at the west
end of the town, and a naval store-house and wharf
in front of it.

Since the general establishment of civil divisions
in 1793, several new townships have been sur-
veyed, granted, and partially settled, among which
are three in the new lndian purchasé, west of York,
between Etobicoke and the head of the lake: viz.
Toronto, Trafalgar, and Nelson.

The district of Niagara was originally settled in
1784, by the disbanded rangers of Col. Butlers
regiment. In 1785, and the suceeding years, many
emigrants arrived there from the states of New
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, particularly
the county of Sussex, in the latter state. Other
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settlers have been annually coming in from various
quarters. The whole district, about seventy miles
(since the formation of Gore much less) by forty, is
now generally cleared, inhabited, and cultivated.
In the cultivation of fruit, the inhabitants of
Niagara district have been peculiarly successful.

Many of the settlers of the district of London
also, particularly of the county of Norfolk, emi-
grated from the same states as the settlers of Nia-
gara, and are pursuing similar modes of cultivation,
The land being thinly timbered, settlements were
easily effected, and good roads soon - formed.
Colonel Talbot has a flourishing new settlement
called Port Talbot, on the lake shore, west of Long
Point, in the township of Dunwich, and the town-
ships in this section of the country generally are
- rapidly progressing in population and improvement.
In August, 1814, a party of Indians and Americans,
painted like Indians, surprised the settlement of
Port Talbot, took a number of the inhabitants, and
plundered about fifty of them of their horses, and
other property. 7

An’extensive and valuable territory on the Grand
river was assigned by Governor Haldimand, in the
name of the crown, to the Six Nations of Indians,
to compensate them for their services in the revo-
lutionary war, and supply the loss of their lands in
the prgvince, now state of Yew York.

This confederacy of Indians was originally com-
posed of five tribes only, who were called the Five
Nations, or Iroquois. They afterwards received into
their national union the Tuscaroras, a tribe that
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migrated from North Carolina; and thereafter they
were generally denominated the Six Nations. In
the revolution they divided, some of them sided
with the colonies, and remained in possession of
their lands. The others took up the hatchet on
the side of the king ; and being obliged to abandon
their possessions, removed into Canada, and were
liberally rewarded by the sovereign they had served
with land on both sides of the Grand river, pur- -
chased for that purpose, of the Missassaga Indians.

Under the auspices of the late Captain Brandt,
they sold several blocks, or townships of land, and .
took bonds for the payment of the stipulated price,
upon condition that the sales should be confirmed
by the crown; and they have accordingly been con-
firmed on certain-érms, respecting the investment
of the principal of the money arising from the sales.

The Indians have, according to their mode of
proceeding, since given long leases of other blocks
of their land ; and the lessees, to the number of
several hundreds, have entered and are now in
possession of the land thus leased ; but not having
obtained confirmations, they are embarrassed for
want of a legal title. They are formed into a
county by the name of Haldimand.

Ozford, on'the upper fork of the river Thames,
is 42 miles from Burlington Bay, by the route of
Dundas street. Blenheim and Blandford lie north.
Dorchester is situated on the middle fork, and
London on the lower or main fork, with West-
minster adjoining it; Chatham and Harwich are
lower down the river, in the county of Kent.
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The country along this fine river, and between
it and the shore of lake Erie, including the pe-
ninsula formed by that lake, the Detroit and lake
Sinclair, is surveyed into townships, most of which
are settled, or in a course of rapid settlement, with
a prospect of becoming one of the most delightful
regions in the world.

A line of settlements is thus marked out along
the lakes Ontario and Erie. Should population
continue to advance with its usual ratio of in-
crease, the shores of these lakes all around, as well
on the side of the United States, as that of Canada,
will in a few years be an extensive range of villages
and cultivated fields. The produce of this fertile
interior must be great, in whatever proportion it
may eventually go to market, through the St. Law-
rence or the Ohio and Mississippi. Or whether
any of the gigantic projects of lock and canal
communication with Hudson’s river, the Delaware,
the Susquehannah, or the Potowmac, shall be car-
ried into effect or not. By an inspection of the
map, it may be seen that the Canadian shore is all
laid out into townships, from the lower province up
to lake Sinclair. -

Lord Selkirk, of Scotland, has commenced a
plantation on that lake, but was not very fortunate
in his location. The land in general is low and
wet, and although it is exceedingly rich, proved at
first to be unhealthy. Some of it, however, is
adapted to the breeding of sheep, in which he was

successful. His settlement is said to have suffered
by the war. -
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General Simcoe, in his administration, is thought
to have contemplated London as the future capital
of the province. The natural advantages on which
his expectation is alleged to have been founded,
were the centrality of its position between the
lakes Ontario, Erie, and Huron, its fortunate si-
tuation on the Thames ; the fertility of the coun-
try ; the mildness and salubrity of its climate; the
abundance and purity of its water; its means of "
military and naval protection, and the facility of:
communication with lake Sinclair through the
outlet of the Thames; with lake Huron by the
northern branch of that noble river ; with the Grand
river by a short portage; and with lake Ontario, by
the military way called Dundas street. With a
view to this expected state of things, the names of
the river, the contemplated metropolis, the adja-
cent towns, &c. were taken from those of corres-
ponding objects in the mother country.

This project however .of General Simcoe, if he
ever entertained it, appears to have been a vision-
ary one. Before London can become a seat of pro-
vincial government the province must be divided.
If the government should be removed from York,
the removal will probably be to Kingston.
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SKETCH VII.

—

POPULATION.

Mode of Calculation.—Whole Number of Inhabi-

dants.

I HAVE not been able to obtain accurate official
returns of the number of inhabitants in the various
townships and districts throughout the province, but
have formed an estimiate in the following manner.

_In the statements of district taxes for the year
ending March, 1811, returned to the Provincial
Parliament by the clerks of the peace in the respec-
tive districts, the number of persons taxed is in
most instances expressed ; and where it is omitted,
the omission being supplied by a calculation found-
ed upon the relative numbers of persons, and

i
!

amounts of taxes, the result is nine thousand sir :

hundred and twenty-three persons tared.

Then having the number of persons taxed in the _

most populous township, as returned by the asses-
sors, and also the whole number of inhabitants in
the same township, including men, women, and
children, as taken by the clerk, I find upon com-
paring them, that rejecting a small fraction, the pro-

portion is as one_to eight. Applying that propor-

tion to the province, it gives, for the whole popu-

lation, seventy-siz thousand nine hundred and

eighty-four.
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Although this calculation is not to be relied on
for absolute exactness, it is sufficiently certain to '
. answer the purposes of general information*.

I have no data for estimating the proportions of
persons of different ages and sexes, or the exact
ratio of increase. The latter being affected by ac-
cessions from Europe and the lower province, and
still more from the United States, has depended,
and must hereafter depend in a considerable degree
upon the encouragement holden out to settlers. A
fair understanding of the real state .of the country
in respect to climate and soil, the cheapness of
land, the security of titles, the value of labour, the
lightness of taxes, and the protection of property,
will, under the continuance of a wise and liberal
policy towards settlers, promote emigrations, and
accelerate the progress of population.

SKETCH VIIL

CLIMATE, WINDS, &c.

Prevailing Winds— Weather— Temperature of the
Air compared with the same Parallels of Latitude
in the United States—Change of Winters—
Snow—State of _Health. ‘

By climate, is not intended the situation of the
province in referemce to degrees of latitude, but the

* Mr. Heriot has restimated the population of Upper Canada at
80,000. This was ‘m 1806.
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general temperature of the air. This is, in'some
measure, affected by the winds, which, also, are
influenced by the configuration of the country into
mountains, valleys, beds of rivers, &c.

The prevailing winds of Upper Canada are the”
south west, the north east, and north west. In
summer the wind blows two thirds of the time
down stream, that is, from the south west. As it
passes over the lakes, the air collects a moisture,
which excites an unpleasant sensation. In spring
and autumn, this wind is sometimes quite uncom-
fortable. However, compared with the north east,
and north west, it is generally moderate. The
north east is damp and chilly, but not to such a
degree as at Boston and other places on the Atlan-
tic board.© The longest storms of rain, and the
deepest falls of snow, are usually accompanied by
easterly winds. The north west, which is most fre-
quent in winter, is dry, cold, and elastic. The south
east is soft, thawy and'rainy. The wind blows
less frequently from the west and south, and still
more seldom from due north.

Almost every day in the summer, especially
when the wind blows from the south west, it rises
about nine or ten o’clock in the forenoon, and con-
tinues to increase in strength till towards evening,
when it gradually lulls away.

Changes of wind are attended by corresponding
changes of weather. The most sudden are to the
north west, followed by weather clear and cold for
the season. Almost every thunder shower clears up
with this wind.
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This ordinary state of the winds is conformable to
the shape of the country. Upper Canada is gene-
rally level, much more so than the adjacent states
of Vermont and New York. The broad valley
which extends from the lower province along the
St. Lawrence, around Ontario and Erie, and thence
over to the Ohio, is not interrupted by one single
mountain. The descent of 300 feet from the plain of
Erie to that of Ontario, is not such an interruption.
Eastward of the Ohio, the Alleganian chain from
the south, stretches up into the state of New York;

~ and south east of Ontario, there is a range of high-

lands, spreading from the Black River towards lake
Champlain. On that elevated ground about the
Black River, the snow is commonly deeper, and
the cold more severe than on the north side of lake
Ontario.

The south west wind, which sweeps this
country, is a continuation of the .vast etherial
stream, impelled from the gulph of Mexico, along
the basin of the Mississippi, the Ohio, the lakes
and their river, to the gulf of St. Lawrence, com-
ing from a warm region, it imparts warmth to the
climate as it passes. On the Mississippi side of
the Alleganies, the air is generally considered to
be warmer by two or three degrees of latitude than
on the Atlantic side. Some natural cause, proba-
bly the same, produces a similar, perhaps not equal
effect on the climate of Upper Canada; where,
although the fact has not been philosophically de-
termined by an accurate ‘series of thermometrical
observations, it is abundantly true, that the cold is

o 3
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Jess severe than it is in corresponding degrees of
latitude in Massachusett’s, New Hampshire, and
Vermont. This is the uniform declaration of in-
habitants, who from their own residence in both
situations, are qualified to form a just comparison.
Gentlemen settled on the bay of Quinte, who
once resided in the state of New York, have assur-
ed me, that the climate of their present residence
is not colder than that of Albany. A similar assur-
ance was expressed by an observing inhabitant of
Windham, in the county of Norfolk, who formerly
lived in Dutchess county, in the state of New York, .
and who thinks there is no material difference in
the temperature of those two places. Many of
the settlers in the vicinity of Niagara and at the
head of lake Ontario, emigrated from New Jersey.
By conversing with a number of them, men of in-
telligence and observation, I found it to be their
opinion, that they enjoy as mild a climate as they
did before their emigration, notwithstanding the
difference of more than two degrees of latitude.
Such appears to be the concurring testimnony of
those inhabitants, who have had sufficient personal
opportunities of comparing the climate of this in-
terior with that of the Atlantic states; which al-
though corresponding with the eastern shores of
- Asia, in respect to cold and heat, are known to be

colder than the same parallels in the west of
Europe.

The land crab, an animal of warm climates, is
seen upon the north shores of lake Erie.
It is the belief of the inhabitants here, that
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their winters are less rigorous and snowy than
they were when the province was firstsettled. A
snow which fell in February, 1811, about two feet
and three inches deep, was every where spoken of
as remarkable for its depth.

Snows are not so liable to drifts here as in the
more hilly districts of New England ; nor so much
exposed to the thawing influence of south eastern
winds as in places nearer the sea board. Yet
sleighing, although a pleasant mode of travelling,
and very convenicnt for transportation, especially
when summer roads are new and incomplete, is sub-
Jject to too much uncertainty from the fluctuations
of weather, to be safely depended upon even here
for distant journeys.

The climate of Upper Canada is favourable to
health and longevity. At the first settlement, in-
deed, in common with all new countries, this was
afflicted with the fevers incident to that stage of
cultivation; but those effects ceased with their
cause, and the country is now very healthy. This
opinion is founded upon the information of medi-
cal gentlemen and others, confirmed by observation
and my own personal experience. I have found
travelling and residing in it, to be salutary and re-
storative to a feeble constitution®.

® I cannot refrain from adding my own testimony to the above
most important fact. After two years residence in Upper Ca-
nada, I am inclined to think the world does not contain a spot
more healthy, or, altogether, more desirable as to climate and
soi.—R. G.
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SKETCH IX.

i

WATER.

Streams of Water and their Quality— Lake Water
—Scarborough Medicinal Springs—Springs of
Bitumen— Sulphur—Salte

TaeE water of the province generally is in a
slight degree impregnated with the quality of lime-
stone, which so much abounds. Strangers per-
ceive it by the taste, although it is imperceptible
to the old inhabitants. It is also proved by the
sediment adhering to tea-kettles and other vessels.

Some tracts of low flat land are not well watered.
The streams<are not frequent, and-the water is not
limpid and pure, as it is in hilly regions. In the
district of Newcastle, however, and many other
places, the country, although not mountainous, is
undulated by gentle hills and valleys, and the wa-
ter is abundant and excellent.

The water of the lakes also, as has been already
mentioned, is soft and salubrious, and is accordingly
used for drink, cookery, washing, and other com-
mon purposes. ‘

In the township of Scarborough, 15 miles east
of York, there are two medicinal springs, four or
five rods apart. The water bubbles out of the top,
and runs over a concretion of the sediment, formed
into the shape of a sugar louf, of a grey or mixed co-
lour. No comsiderable stream flows away. The

L

e A« s <au e e e

v v . g

A

e com— o —




146 SKETCHES OF

water appears to be principally absorbed by the
adjacent ground. Its properties have not been
ascertained by a chemical analysis ; but in taste
and appearance, it resembles the waters of Balls-
town and Saratoga in the state of New York, which
are so highly celebrated ; and so much frequented
by valetudinarians and fashionables from all quar-
ters of the United States. The Scarborough springs
begin to be resorted to by persons affected with
rheumatic and other chronical complaints. An
eminent physician of York, is said to have received
much benefit from the use of the water.

Near the Moravian villages on the river Thames,
there are springs of petroleum. A bituminous
substance appears on several of the waters of the
north western country. ‘

At the head of lake Ontario there are several
fountains strongly impregnated with sulphur. In
some of them it is found in substance, collected
into solid lumps of brimstone.

There are likewise salt-licks or springs. One in
the township of Saltfleet, wrought only on a small
scale, has produced a barrel of salt in a day, and
it is thought it might be made to produce a much
larger quantity. There is another in the peninsula
of Prince Edward, in the township of Sophiasburgh.

- The salt springs on the river Trent, which at
their discovery were expected to be productive and
profitable, have not, upon further experiment, prov-
ed equal to the first expectation.

The upper districts of the province are still sup-
plied with the valuable and necessasy article of
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salt, chiefly from the salt works at Onondago in
the state of New York. g

SKETCH X.

——

SOIL, STONES, MINERALS, &c.

Component Parts of the Soil—Limestone— Free-
stone—-Soapstone—- Gypsum—- Marl—Clay -—
Whiting—Iron Ore—Black Lead—Yellow Ochre.

Urprer CANADA is the most fertile British pro-
vince in America. It i!ontams a variety of soils,
but that which predommates is composed of brown
clay and loam, with a small portion of marl inter-
mixed. This compound species of soil, in various
propomons of the component parrts, prevails in the
Eastern, Johnstown, Midland, and Niagara districts,
not however without some exceptions. Around
the bay of Quinte it is more ‘clayey, especially
near the lake shore, where it resembles the soil of
the country about Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, and
is rich and productive. '

Throughout these districts, generally, it rests on
a bed of limestone, which lies in horizontal strata,
a few feet beneath the surface, and in some places
rises to the surface of the ground. In colour this
stone is of different shades of blue, interspersed
with grains of white quartz. It is used for build-
ing, and is manufactured into excellent lime by an

L2 : :
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easy process of calcination. It also enriches and
invigorates the soil.

The limestone of Niagara district differs from the
rest both in colour and quality, being grey, and not
so easily calcined into lime.

The front of Newcastle district is of a rich black
soil. At some distance back, towards the Rice
lake, there is a sandy plain.

A number of townships in the East Riding of
York, and the land on the Ouse, or Grand river, and
the Thames, resemble the front of Newcastle in
respect to soil.

At York, and thence through Yonge street, the -
soil is fertile, but stones are so scarce that there is "
a want of them for common uses. There is like-
wise a scarcity of stones in several townships bor-
dering upon lakes Erie and Sinclair, and the De-
troit. :

Barton, Ancaster, and other places around the
head of lake Ontario, are of a light sandy soil. So
is a considerable tract near the shore of lake Erie.

Notwithstanding the predominance of calcareous
stones, there are other kinds, as granite and sand-
stone; but not in so large quantities, except in the
north western regions, where Mr. M‘Kenzie says
granite abounds. ~

In the Indian land, opposite -to theoDelaware
township, on the river Thames, there is a quarry
of soft freestone, of a dark colour, very useful for
building. It extends a quarter of a mile on the
bank of the river The Indians hew it eut ia
long blocks, with theis axes. It will not enduse
‘the heat of fire,
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Near the Gananoqui lake, there is found a soft
stone, of a smooth oily surface. It is called soap-
stone, and is useful for ink-stands, and various
other utensils.

Gypsum isobtained in large quantitiesin Wilson’s
township (now Dumfries) on the Grand river,
north of Dundas street. A gentleman accus-
tomed to the use of that of New Brunswick, has
examined and used this, and pronounces it to be
equally good for purposes of manufacture or ma-
nure. In a new country, manures are less needed, -
and therefore less valued, thian in districts of old
~ worn-out land. But plaster will probably be an
. article of value even here, as it has long been in
places of similar soil in Pennsylvania, and has
begun to be in the western parts of the state of
New York. '

Marl abounds more or less in every district of
the province. It is of different colours in differ-
ent places. That of Woodhouse and Charlotteville,
near Long Point, is of a bluish or lead colour.

Clay, proper for brick, is frequent; and some of
it is of a quality suitable for potter’s ware. There
is a large mass of that description in a marsh in
Ernest town. Itis blue, and unmixed with other
substances.

Pipe-clay of a good quality is found at Burling-
ton Heights.

In the township of Rodney, there is a bed of
that species of fine calcareous earth which is
known in commerce by the name of whiting, or
Spanish white, and which is used in painting, and
for putty, and in the manufacture of fine wares.

4
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Brick buildings, however, have not become com-
mon ; and but little potter’s ware, coarse or fine,
is manufactured in the country.

There is a plenty of iron ore in some places, p'lr-
ticularly in Charlotteville, about eight miles from
lake Erie. It is of that description which is de-
nominated shot ore, a medium between what is
called mountain ore and bog ore. The iron made
of it is of a superior quality.

Black lead is found on the shores of the Ga-
nanoqui lake, and in some other places, chiefly in
the Eastern Section of the province.

Yellow ochre also is dug up in Gananoqui, and
in the township of Ernest town. . ‘0

SKETCH XI.
—
PRODUCTIO\'S, NATURAL AND CUL-
TIVATED.

Forest Trees and Shrubs— Fruit- Trees— Medicindl
Roots— Grasses-— Grains—- Flax and Hemp—
Garden Vegetables and Roots— Canadian Thistle.

I sHALL not attempt a classification or botanical
description of the trees, shrubs, and plants of
Upper Canada. :

, In 1784, the whole country was one continued
forest. <Some plains on the borders of lake Erie, at
the head of lake Outario, and in a few other places,
were - thinly wooded : but, in general, the land in
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its natural state was heavily loaded with trees;
and after the clearings of more than 30 years, many
wide spread forests still defy the settler’s axe.

The forest trees most com#ion are, beech,
maple, birch, elm, bass, ash, oak, pine, hickory,
butternut, balsam, hazel, hemlock, cherry, cedar,
cypress, fir, poplar, sycamore (vulgarly called button
wood, from its balls resembling buttons),whitewood,
willow, spruce.. Of several of these kinds there
are various species ; and there are other tress fess
common. Chestnut, black walnut, and sassafras,
although frequent at the head of lake Ontario, and
thence westward and southward, are scarcely to be
seen on the north side of that lake and the St.

Lawrence. Near the line between Kingston and
Ernest town, a black walnut has been planted, and

flourishes, and bears nuts.

The sumach, whose leaves and berries are used
for a black dye by the curriers here, and by the
dyers of Manchester, and other manufacturing
towns in England, grows plentitully in all parts of
the country.

Elder, wild cherries, plums, thorns, gooseberries,
blackberries, rasberries, grapes, and many other
bushes, shrubs, and vines, abound: Whortleber-
ries and cranberries (both the tall and the low or
viny) grow in some places, but not generally
through the province. .

The sugar maple is common in every district.
Its sap, which is extracted in the spring, and from
which molasses and sugar are made, is useful to the
inhabitants in the early stages of their settlement;

.
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and might be rendered of more extensive and per-
manent use, by proper attention to the preserva-
tion of the trees, the manner of tapping them, and
some practical improvements. in the process of re-
ducing the sap to sugar. The wood, also, being
beautifully veined and curled, is valuable for cabi-
net work.

The butternut tree is useful for various pur-
poses. The kernel of its nut is nutritious and
agreeable to the taste. If gathered when young
and tender, about the first of July, the nut makes
an excellent pickle. The bark dyes a durable
brown colour; and an extract from it is a mild and
safe cathartic.

A healthy beer is made of the essence of spruce,
and also of a decoction of its boughs.

The juniper is an evergreen, the berries of which
are used here, as in Holland, in the manufacture of
gin, and give to that liquor its diuretic quality.

The prickly ash is considered to possess medical
virtues. A decoction of its berries, bark, or roots,
is taken for rheumatic complaints.

Red cedar, being the most durable of all known
woods, when exposed to the weather, is highly
valued for fence posts and other similar uses. It is
also a beautitul material for cabinet work.

For a number of years past, large quantities of
"oak and pine timber have been annually cut on the
banks of the St. l.awrence und lake Ontario, and
its bays and creeks, and flvated down on rafts to
the Montreal and Quebec markets, for foreign ex-
portation.

2
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The principal fruit of Upper Canada is the apple.
The various species of this most useful of fruits
grow in all the districts; but most plentifully
around Niagara, and thence westward to the De-
troit, where they have been cultivated with emu-
lation and success. No country in the world ex-
ceeds those parts of the province in this particular.
In the north eastern townships, archarding has not
been so much attended to, and perhaps the soil,
although good for fruit, is not so peculiarly adapted
to it. But there are many considerable orchards,
most of them young, and some valuable nurseries of
trees, not yet transplanted. A general taste for
apples and for cider, a beverage most suitable to
this climate, begins to prevail.

Peaches flourish at Niagara, and at the head of
lake Oatario ; but not on the northern shore of that
lake. Cherries, plums, pears, and curraats, succeed
in every part of the country. Strawberries grow
freely in the meadow, and are cultivated with suc-
cess in gardens. .

Sarsaparilla, spikenard, gold thread, eleeampane,
lobelia, bloodroot, and ginseng, are native plants
The latter root, when dried, has a sweetish tastes
similar 1o that of liquorice, but mixed with a de-
gree of bitterness, and some aromatic warmth.
The Chinese esteem it very highly; and it might
therefore be a valuable article of exportation to
China; but it seems to be neglected.

Snake root also is a native of this province. It
is of a pungent taste, and js stimulant and sudo-
rific. The kndians ave said ta apply it as a remedy
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for the bite of rattlesnakes, and hence its name is
derived. :

Spearmint, hyssop, wormwood, winter-green,
water-cresses, penny-royal, catnip, plantain, bur-
dock, horehound, motherwort, mallows, and
many other aromatic and medicinal plants are in-
digenous.
 White clover springs up spontaneously as soon
as the ground is cleared. Greensward also is spon-
taneous. There are several other native grasses.
But red clover, and most of the useful species of
grass must be sown, and then they grow very well.
The most common .are Timothy, herdsgrass, foul
meadow, and red clover. Lucerne is cultivated
in some places.

The soil, however, is not so favourable to grass
as to grain.

Wheat is the staple of the province. When
the land was first opened, the crops of this pre--
cious grain were luxuriant. They are still plen-
tiful, although they become less abundant, as the
land grows older.

Wheat, that is sown as early as the 1st of Sep-
tember, is found to be less liable to be winter
killed, as it is termed, than that which is later
sown, the former being more firmly rooted in the
- ground. As this injury from the frosts of winter,
or more commonly of spring, is one of the princi-
pal causes of a failure of crops, it is an object of
importance to the husbandman to seed his wheat
fields in good season. Some years ago, when the
country was infested by that destructive insect,

3
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erroneously named the Hessian fly, it was dan-
gerous to sow this grain early, because it was then
more exposed to the ravages of the insect. But,
happily, that scourge of agriculture is no longer
felt here*. .

Other grains, such as rye, maize (here called
Indian corn), pease, barley, oats, buck-wheat, &c.
are successfully cultivated. The townships round
the bay of Quinte, produce large harvests of pease,
and generally furnish supplies of that article of
provisions for the troops of the various garrisons.

Wild rice grows in marshes, and on the margin
of lakes. It has even given a name to the Rice
lake, a small lake about 25 miles long, from south
west to north east, and four or five miles wide, in
the district of Newcastle, north of Hamilton and
Haldimand. .

Wild fowls feed and fatten on this spontaneous
grain. The Indians also gather it. by thrusting
their canoes into the midst of it, and then beating
it into the canoes with sticks. They eat it them-
.selves, and sell it to the white inhabitants, who
use it in puddings and other modes of cookery.
It is rather larger than the Carolina rice, and its
shell is of a dark brown colour.

The soil in a&is:icts of the province is adapted
to flax, and in some- of them to hemp. Legisla-
tive encouragement has been given to the latter.
Seed has been purchased and distributed gratis;
a bounty has been granted to the growers of it, in

* This paragraph was written in 1811, since which time the
insect has reappeared, and almost destroyed many fields of wheat.
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addition to the price they could obtain for it in the
market ; and at last a liberal price, aboveAthat of
the market, has been paid by government, for the
purchase of the hemp, on public account.

The gardens produce, in abundance, melons,
" cucumbers, squashes, and all the esculent vegeta-
bles and roots, that are planted in them. The
potatoe, ‘that most valuable of all roots, for the use
both of man and beast, finds a congenial and pro-
ductive soil. '

The country is not free from noxious weeds.
Among others there are two species of thistles;
one of them indigenous, which is prevalent in the
United States also ; the other, not a native of this
province, but brought up from Lower Canada,
among seed oats and pease, or some other giain.
It has already spread'vvery generally, except in the
western districts. It has, likewise, passed from
Canada into the United States, where it has re-
ceived the name of the Canadian thistle, and is
now known by that name even here. It is of a
smaller leaf and stalk than the common thistle,
and is not so easily eradicated. It is very trouble-
some, especially in grain; but grass overpowers it,
and gradually roots it out®.

An English gentleman of seience, who has re-
sided here twenty years, is of opinion that it is.the
proper thistle of Europe, brought over in seed from
France, first into Lower Canada, and thenee into
the Upper Province.

* Itis our common running thistle. No deubt imported from
Enrope.—R. G.
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SKETCH XII.

——

ANIMALS OF THE FOREST.

Bison— Buffalo—- Elk—- Moose—- Wolf—- Bear—
Wolverene—Wild Cat—-Catamount—- Deer-—
Antelope-- Fox— Otter-- Beaver-- Muskrat-- Mink

- — Fisher— Marten-- Racoon-- Porcupine-- Wood-
chuck—-Skunk—- Weasel —- Ermine—- Hare-—
Squirrel— Rat— Mouse.

SevERAL species of the animals of this country
having been confounded, and others erroneously
- or imperfectly described, a more specific description
aof them is, for that reason, necessary.

The Bisan is an animal of the western regions,
scarcely known in the inhabited districts. He is
of the cow kind, cloven-hoofed, ruminating, gre-
garious and very large, weighing, in some instances,
two thousand pounds, shy and fearful of man, un-
less wounded, when he turns upon his hunters
and becomes dangerous. His colour is brown.
He has two short, black, round horns, with a wide
space between their bases. His shoulders are ele-
vated, and the depth from the withers to the bris-
ket is propertionally great. He tapess away be-
hind to a comparatively diminutive size.. His tail
is about a foot long, and naked, except a tuft at
the end; his legs short and thick ; his neck, fore-
head, chin, and dewlap, covered with long flocks
of woolly hair ; and, in the winter, the hair on his
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body is long and shaggy, although shortel and
more smooth in summer.

The Buffalo, an animal of the same genus, but
of a different species, is more common. In shape
he _more resembles an ox. He has two short,
rounded horns. His hoofs are cloven, and he ru-
minates. His colour is a brown, but darker than
heavy. His skin forms very strong, durabl_e, soft
leather, and when dressed with the hair on, it is
still more valuable as a coverlid or wrapper for
persons riding in sleighs. The flesh is good meat.

The Elk is the largest species of the deer kind.
He is very distinct from the moose, although they
have been confounded by European writers. His
neck is longer than that of the moose, and his head
more similar to that of the horse or common deer.
The horns are not palmated like those of a modSe,
but consist of three divisions; 1st, The brow ant-

lers; 2d, The two middle prongs, called the -

fighting horns ; and, 3d, The horns properly so
called. He sheds his horns annually. A pith,
about four inches in length; is left, which is soon
protected by a cover resembling velvet. In eight
weeks the horns begin to grow again, and soon
acquire their proper size. An Upper Canada elk,
that had not attained his full growth, was measured

as follows :
Feet. Inches.

Distance between the roots of his horns, 0 4

Brow antlers - - - 1 6
_Fighting horns - - 1 6
. o

‘Longest horn = - - - 3
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From the tip of one horn to the other
‘Length from the top of the nose to the
tail along the back - -
Height - - -
Round the girth or belly
the withers . -
" Length of the head - -
of the tail - -
" From the extremity of one ear to the
other - - - 2
Length of the ear - - 4}
The brisket of the elk resembles that of the ox.
His hoofs are- very- much cloven, and he makes a
clattenng with them aszﬁe travels, yet he is fleet.
The Moose fiso is of the deer kind. He has
horns with short beams, spreading into a broad palm,
with sharp snags on the outward side, but the inner
side plain ; has no brow antlers; small eyes; long

ears ; large nostrils ; the upper lip square, large, and -

hanging over the lower, with a deep furrow in the
middle of it; under the throat a small excrescence,
with a long tuft of black hair depending from it:
his neck short, and along the top of it an upright,
short thick mane; withers elevated ; tail short;

legs long, but the hind legs the shortest; his hoofs
much cloven; his height from five to seven feet ;

the length of his horns about four feet; breadth of
one of the palms about a foot; distance between
the tips of his horns four or five feet; the colour of

his mane light:brown, overspread with grey ; that of

his body a.dun colour mixed with dark red. His
hair is long and elastic, and very suitable for mat-

.

¢
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tresses. His gait is a shambling trot, but he runs
with great velocity. He ruminates like the ox.
When he grazes he takes advantage of some ascent
of ground, on account -of the shortness of his neck.
His flesh is excellent food. The nose or up-
per lip is esteemed a delicacy.

The Wolf is of the dog kind. His weight has
been known te exceed 90 pounds. His dimen-
sions, according to the measure of a skin, have
been found as follows:

Ft. 1In.

Length of the body - - 5 0
Circumference - . - 2 9
Fore legs - - . - - 1 6
Hindlegs - - . .. 1.3

" Tail - - - - - 1.6

His colour is a dirty sallow or grey, with a black
list along.his back. His hair is long, coarse, and
hard, with a mixture of shorter and finer hair near
the roots, of a dun ash colour. The skin, when
dressed with the hair on, has a shaggy inelegant
appearance, and is valued accordingly. He is a
very voracious animal, and commits his depreda-
tions generally in the mnight. The howling of
wolves, when they herd together, as they some-
times do, is loud and terrific. The aauthor of
Guthrie’s Geographical Grammar has this extra-
ordinary passage, “ Wolves are scaree in Canada,
but they afford the finest furs in all the country.
Their flesh is white, and good to eat; they pursae
their prey to the tops of the tallest trees.” Fmagi-
nation. could hardly invent four assertions more
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destitute of correctness than those, which form
this description. In point of numbers, the country
is almost overrun with them. No other beast of
prey has been, or is now, so much dreaded, or so
destructive. From the commencement of the
province, with the exception of only one year, the
government has granted a bounty for the killing of
wolves; and in many settlements, the inhabitants
have, by voluntary subscription, given additional
rewards, besides forming themselves into personal
associations, for the purpose of hunting and destroy-
ing them. By such means many of them are
destroyed in the settled parts of the province.
The North West Company, as the reader has seen
in their list of peltries, collect 3,800 wolf skins
annually, in the unsettled regions of the north
west. And after all, these wild dogs are so far
from being ¢scarce,” that although their depreda-
tions become every year less, they are still a check
to the multiplication of sheep, which are folded in
the night through the season, even in some of the
most populous townships, to secure them from these
enemies. The coarseness of their fur, or rather
shag, has been already mentioned. It is prévfe‘rbial.
Their flesh is not more fit for food than that of
domestic dogs, nor can they any more ascend the
tallest trees in pursuit of their prey.

The Bear of Canada is larger than that of Europe.

He has been known to weigh more than 400

pounds ; whereas the weight of the European bear,

as stated by Buffon, is only 153 pounds, 7 ounces.

His colourisa dirty black. He feeds upon fruit, ber-
. e
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ries, nuts, corn, &c. and for want of such vegetable
food, devours' domestic animals, such as sheep,
calves, am:l\"pigs. He is capable of climbing trees
that are large enough to fill his grasp. In the
winter -he lies in a torpid state, concealed in a
hollow log, a cavern, or some other place of
security. This fact, strange as it may seem, and
unaccounted for as it is on philosophical principles,
is attested by too many witnesses to be disbelieved.

The bear’s skin dressed with the shag on, is next
in use and value to that of the buffalo. The flesh
also is good meat; and the Indians make great use
of the fat or grease *. o

The Wolverene, sometimes called the Carcajou, .
is about two feet and nine inches long; his cir-
cumference one foot and ten inches; his legs short;
" feet large and strong; ftail about seven inches,
black and bushy ; hair near tWo inches long, and
very coarse; his head sallow grey; back almost
black ; breast spotted with white; belly dark
brown, and.sides light brown. He lives in holes,
is clumsy, and slow in motion. ‘

The Wild Cat, or Canadian Lynz, is of a grey
colour, brindled and spotted with black, and re-
sembles an overgrown cat, except that the tail is
short, in which respect he differs from the wild cat
of Europe, and appears to be of the lynx kind.
He preys upon deer and domestic animals.

The Catamount, or Tiger Cat, sometimes impro-

#* T have been told that there are two kinds of bears in Canads, |
the long and short legged.—R. G.
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perly named the Panther, is of the cat kind, very
distinct from the wild cat, although there has been
a confusion in the description of them. He is
about five feet long, and two in circumference, with
2 tail half as long as his body, and his legs about-a
foot in length. His colour is a reddish brown,
with black spots, and a stripe along his back. His
prey is cattle and deer. He is fierce and dangerous
to bunters. His usual mode of attack is by leap-
ing from a tree.
The forests of Upper Canada abound with the
common Deer, a beautiful and valuable animal.
His flesh, well known by the name of venison, is
delicate, and his skin of great value. His weight
sometimes amounts to near three hundred pounds.
One of common size weighs from a hundred to two
-hundred pounds. In the spring he sheds his hair,
and appears of a light red. His colour gradually
grows less bright, until autumn, when it becomes
a pale brown, and continues so through the winter,
and until he sheds his coat of hair again in the
spring. His horns are slender, round, and curved,
with branches on the anterior side. These branches
do not shoot until the second season, from which
period a new one is added every year, by which
the hunters compute his age. The horns are an-
nually cast, and grow anew in the course of the
season, to the length of perhaps-two feet, and the
weight of from two to four pounds. "He leaps
with great agility over fences and streams. The
fawns are red, and beautifully spotted. ~They are
geutle in theit nature, and easily domesticated.
: M 2
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Hunters, in the western parts of the province,
have in a few instances met with the Antelope, a
species of wild goat; a fleet, quick scented, timid
animal, not easily killed or taken. That cunning,
voracious animal, the Foz, is found here of three
species, or colours, red (or brown), grey, and black.
The former is the most common. People in the
eastern part of the province speak of another
species, called the cross fox, distinguishable from
the common fox, only by astripe of black along
his back, crossed by another black stripe over his
shoulders. I have neverseen one, nor been able to
obtain very particular information on the subject.

The Otter has been described as an amphibious
animal, but is not properly of that description ;
for, though he is fitted with membraneous feet for

swimming, as well as running, he cannot live
~ without the respiration of open air. He is from
four to five feet in length, with short legs, and is
strong, fierce, and voracious. His colour is black,
shaded with grey under the neck, breast, and belly;
and his fur is much esteemed.

The Beaver is amphibious. Of this ingenious
and industrious creature, hunters and travellers, in
the early period of settlements in this country,
related’ some marvellous things, which are now
discredited. His length is from two and a half
to three feet. His tail is oval, scaly, and destitute
of hair, and nearly a foot long. His hair is very
fine, smooth, glossy, and of a chesnut colour, ap-
proaching to a black. His.fore teeth are sharp
and strong, adapted to the purpose of gnawing
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wood. He feeds on leaves and the bark of trees;
and when eating, sits ul')righ,t, and applies the food
to his mouth with his paws, like a squirrel. He
moves slowly on land, but more easily in the water.
Beavers associate in families or communities, and
_unite in felling trees, building dams, and accommo-
dating themselves with houses adapted to their
nature and habits. Many of these dams remain in
the settled districts, but the beavers have generally
retired into the wilderness, where they are still
caught in great numbers, and their fur is in the
highest estimation all over the habitable world.
According to the returns of the North West
Company, they have collected more than a hun-
dred thousand beaver skins in a year.

The Musk Rat,or Musquash, is of the amphibious
tribe, about fifteen inches in length, his back of a
dark colour, his sides brown, his hair short, and
his tail about a foot long.

- The Mink also is a small amphibious animal, of-
smooth shining fur, proverbially black, with a
round tail, flattened towards the end, and destitute
of hair.

The Fisher, sometimes called the Black Fox, an
animal about two feet long, black, except his neck
and head, which are grey, is caught for his fur.

The Martin, a small animal of a long body, with
short legs, is highly valued for his fur, which is
generally brown, shaded with a darker colour, Of
this species there are two varieties, the yellow
breasted, and the white breasted. The former is
most valued, being the largest and of the darkest
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colour. The North West Company have pro-
eured more than thirty thousand martin skins in a
year.

The Racoon, in his body, resembles a beaver,
but is not so Jarge; his head and teeth are similar
to those of a dog: his fur is thick, long, and soft,
of a brown colour, with black at the ends of the
hairs; his tail long and round, with annular stripes
on it, like a cat’s tail ; and his claws so sharp, that
they enable him to ascend trees, and run out on
their boughs. He feeds on fruit, nuts, and corn,
and his flesh is tolerable meat.

The Woodchuck, or Ground Hog, as he is some-
‘times called, fram 'his burrowing in the ground, is
a short, thick animal, about fifteen inches in length.
His fore feet are broad, and fitted for digging. His
fur is of a reddish grey colour, and his flesh is
eatable. He lies in a torpid state through the
winter. . :

The Canadian Porcupine is about two feet long,
and fifteen inches in height, covered with long
brown hair, intermixed on the back, sides, and tail,
with stiff spines or quills of a white colour, tipped
with black, about four inches long, -as thick in the
middle as a wheat straw, but smaller at the roots,
and tapering to a sharp point at the ends. His legs
are short, and his claws so sharp that he can climb
trees, which he does for security, and also to eat
the bark and balsam of the firr When attacked,
and unable to reach a tree, he turns his nose down,
and coils himself together so as to present only the
quilly part of his body to the assailant. The
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quills are easily loosened and scattered around ;
but the vulgar notion that he shoots them is un-
founded. They have a sort of barb, which renders
them difficult to be extracted, when they have pe-
netrated the body of any animal. The Indians
make use of the quills for ornaments; and the
flesh is an agreeable and wholesome meat.

The Skurk is of the same genus with the pole
cat, but of a different and smaller species. His
weight is six or seven pounds, his hair long and
white, with long spots or stripes of black on the
sides; his tail bushy, like that of the fox. He
lives in the woods and hedges, but often burrows
under barns and out houses. While undisturbed,
‘he emits no disagreeable odour or effluvium, and
may remain a long time under the floor of a stable,
for instance, without being perceived ; but when
assailed or-pursued, he ejects, by way of defence,
a subtle penetrating fluid, of a musky but intoler-
able scent, which infects the air for a considerable
distance round, and repels a dog, or any other pur-
suing enemy. If a drop of it lights upon a person’s
clothes it is grievously offensive, and extremely
difficult to be expunged. Notwithstanding the
opinion which once prevailed, it is ascertained by
anatomical dissection, that this fluid is altogether
distinct from the urine. It is contained in bags
situated in the posterior part of the body, and sur-
rourded by circular muscles, in such a manner,
that, by their constriction, it is forced out with
great velocity and violence.

The Weasel is a small, slim, quick-sighted ani-
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mal, not more than six or seven inches in length,
weighing less than a pound, of a whitish colour, with
some pale yellow on the back, destructive to poul-
try, and equally so to squirrels, mice, &c.

The Ermaine, or White Weasel, is a rare, beau-
tiful animal, rather larger than the common weasel,
of a clear white, with a tip of black on the tail,
and of a very fine delicate fur. He is so seldom
found, that nis habits are but little known.

The Canadian Hare is white in winter, and of
a brown or dun colour in summer, valuable for the
flesh as well as the fur¥*. v

There are four species of Squirrels. The grey
and black are the largest ; the striped is the smallest;
and the red squirrel is of an intermediate size.
Although, for the sake of distinction, he is deno-
minated red, his colour is rather a reddish grey on
the back and sides, and his belly is white.

The Flying Squirrel has been seen here, but is
rare. This singular creature is about six inches
long, of a russet grey on the back, and white on
the under parts, and has a sort of wings composed
of the skin or membrane extended between his fore
and hind legs ; by means of which he buoys him-
self up in the air, and, with a leap, sails to a con-
siderable distance, as from tree to tree, or from one
bough to another of the same tree.

* In summer its breast and belly remain white. In size, it is
smaller than the English hare, and larger than the rabbit; indeed,

it looks much like a mongrel between these -species, 'They are
wery seldom seen.—R. G,
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‘That pest of both house and barn, the Rat, was
not, until the lite war, an inhabitant of Upper Ca-
nada, except in the eastern district, to which it
was said he had travelled, or been transported from
the Lower Province. During the war these de-
structive animals were brought iu packages, on
board boats, into various parts of the province.

The Mouse is a common and troublesome little
enemy, too well known every where to require any
description.  Field mice are more numerous here
than in the United States, and do more injury, es-
pecially to fruit trees, by gnawing off their bark
under the snow in the winter. Orchards of con-
siderable growth are, in this way, frequently de-
stroyed by them.

SKETCH XIII.

DOMESTIC ANIMALS.

Horse—Ox and Cow— Sheep—Swine— Poultry.

Or all the domestic animals the noblest is the
Horse. The horses of Upper Canada are of the
American, the English, and Canadian French
stocks. The first are the predominant species.
The last are generally short, thick, and dull, not
adapted to the saddle, but hardy and serviceable
as drudges in the collar on a farm. They were
Rever very numerous in this province, compared
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with Lower Canada, and their proportion is di-
minished.” There are few full blooded English
horses; but considerable portions of English as
well as French blood are intermixed with the Ame-
rican breed.

The horses of the country have been improved
in their appearance, and a taste for further improve-
ment is gaining ground ; although the unfinished
state of the roads, and the moderate circumstances
and simple manners of the inhabitants, have pre-
cluded that passion for equipage and elegant horses,
which prevails in more populous and luxurious
places. .

I am not singular in the opinion that the farmers
keep too many horses, in proportion to their oxen,
considering the difference in their expences, the
greater liability of the former to diseases and acci-
dents, and the value of the latter for beef. The
assessment lists for 1810 contained 9982, almost
10,000 horses, three years old,and upwards, and but
5991 oxen, four years old, and upwards.

The oxen, however, are of a good stock, and so
are the cows ; but large dairies are not frequent,
although there were, in 1810, according to the as-
sessment returns, 18,445 cows in the province.

Sheep would be more numerous were they not
exposed to the ravages of wolves. As the country
becomes more settled, that evil decreases. The
spirit lately diffused through the United States for
improving the breed of sheep, with a view to the
quality of their wool for domestic manufactures,
has already begun to find its way into this province.
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Lord Selkirk’s sheep are a mixture of several valu-
able European stocks. His wool is not manufac-
tured in the province, but exported to Scotland.

The Canadian hogs are of a good size and quality.
In fattening them the inhabitants inake considerable
use of pease, which are produced in greater plenty
than Indian corn. When the market for grain is
high, pork cannot be afforded for exportation.

The poultry:of the country consists of turkeys,
geese, hens, ducks, and pigeons.

SKETCH XIV.

BIRDS.

General List of Birds—Wild Turkeys—Geese—

" Ducks— Canadian Partridge— Quail— Robin—

Loon— Whipperwill—Mocking Bird—Sawyer—
Swan— Cuckoo— Annual Migration of Birds.

A ceEnNgraL list of the native Birds of Upper Ca-
nada, not technically classed or described, but enu-
merated by théir popular names, in the common
language of the country, is as follows: the tur-
key, goose, swan, duck, brant, water hen, partridge,
quail, pigeon, robin, eagle, hawk, raven, crow, vul-
ture, owl, whipperwill, bat, barn swallow, chimney
swallow, martin, lark, beron, pelican, loon, gull,
snipe, pluver, diver, kingﬁsher, blackbird, bluebird,
biue jay, mockingbird, kingbird, woodpecker, wood-
cock, redbird, cuckoo, sawyer, sparrow, yellowbird,
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snowbird, phebe, groundbird, hangbird, wren, and
hummingbird.

Wild Turkeys do not frequent the bank of the
St. Lawrence, or the north shore of lake Ontario,
but are numerous* from the head of that lake, west-
ward, and southward. They differ very little fromdo- .
mestic turkeys, except that they are generallylarger.-

Wild Geese are migrating birds, and can hardly
be said to belong to any particular region, unless
it be the northern islands and shores, where they
lay their eggs and rear their goslings. In their
annual tours to and from those shores and islands,
they visit this country, and are killed and taken in
considerable numbers.

Ducks of several species are found in plenty on
the margin of the lakes, creeks, and streams.
Among other species there is one called the Wood
Duck, from its frequenting the woods, and perching
and nesting on the branches of trees. In shape
and size it agrees with other ducks; in flavour, its
flesh is superior, as it feeds less on fish. Its plu-
mage is variegated and brilliant.

The Partridge of Cunada is the same as in New
England, but in Pennsylvania, is known by the
name of the Pheasant. He is notso large as a
domestic hen; has a crest on his head, and a ruff
on each side of the neck, varied with black stripes,
and raised or depressed at pleasure; the plumage
in general is brown, shaded with a ferruginous co-
lour, and marked with black lines and bars; the
colour of the under part is light, striped with

* They are now scarce: they weigh from 16 to 30lbs.--R. G.
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brown ; the tail is large, and when expanded re-
sembles a fan, of an orange ground, delicately
lined and barred with black, and having near the
end a band of ash colour, another of black, and a
white border; the legs and feet are booted with
white feathers to the toes. The female is smaller
than the male; has neither crest nor ruff, and is
sometimes mistaken for a different species of bird.
The cock partridge has a singular habit of drum.-
ming, as it is termed. He stands on a stump or
log, and begins to beat with his wings, once in about
two seconds of time, repeating the beats quicker
and quicker, until they run into one undistinguish-
able sound continued for a minute or two. It is
often heard half a mile, and guides the listening
hunter to his game. The flesh of the partridge is
white and delicate, but rather dry.

The Quail of Canada is known by the same
name in New England; but in Pennsylvania is
named the Partridge.

The Canadian Rolin is the same as that in
the United States, but larger than the English
robin, not so fed on the breast, and has some black
feathers on the head and tail. Their notes also
are different. The robin of this country appears to
be a species of the English thrush.

The Loon is a water fowl, of a dark colour, with
some specks of white. His feet are stiff, and not
adapted to travelling on land. He is a diver, so
quick and vigilant, that he is not easily shot ; lives
most of the time in the water, but sometimes flies.
His flight is generally low, frequently brushing the
water. At certain periods, usually before a storm,
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he screams, in a shrill ‘plaintive voice, like some
person in distress; and is neither valuable nor mis-
chievous, except in feeding on fish.

The Whipper Witl, or Whip-poor-Will, is a bird
of the evening, seldom seen or heard at any other
time. His colour is dark, with whitish stripes;
his shape like that of a hawk ; his bill hooked, and
his wings formed for swiftness. His appearance in
the spring was considered by the Indians an in-
dication of the proper season for planting their corn.
He will sit on some fence, log, or stone, near a
house, and repeat during a whole warm evening, a
plaintive sound, imitating the three syllables of the
word by which he is named. -

The Mocking Bird, or Brown Thrasher, a spe-
cies of the thrush, imitates the notes of many
other birds and some beasts.

The Sawyer, or Whetsaw, is so named from the
sound of his voice, which resembles the whetting
of a saw.

The Swan is a rare bird ; but has been seen and
killed on the margin of lake Erie.

Fhe Heron, vulgarly pronounced Hern, has such
an affinity to the crane, that I cannot ascertain from
the information of observers, whether the latter
exists here or not. .
- The Canadian Cuckoo, is not the bird that bears
that appellation in England, but has obtained the
name here from an imitation of the sound of. that
word. ) ,

Among a number of Larks the proper Sky Lark
is not found. :

There are various species of Eagles, Hawks

tl
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Owls, Woodpeckers, Blackbirds, &c. and several
small birds, without apptopriate names. Most of
the birds of this country reside here in summer
only. In the autumn they resort to warmer cli-
mates, spend the winter there, and return in the
spring. b

SKETCH XV.

——

" FISHES.

Sturgeon— Mosquenonge— Lake  Salmon— Salmon
Trout—Trout-—— White Fish-— Pike-— Pickerel
— Bass— Perch—Cat Fish—Eel Pout—Dace—
Chub—Mullet— Carp—Sucker—Dog = Fish— Bill
Fish— Lamprey— Silver Eel— Herring—Sun Fish
—Various Modes of Fishing.

Tar Sturgeon is the largest fish of the lakes, al-
though not so large as the sea sturgeon caught at
Albany and Quebec. A more essential difference
is that his back is smooth, whereas that of the sea
sturgeon has scaly knobs or shells on it. The lake
sturgeon is a good fish for eating. A large one
weighs from 75 to 100 pounds. The fish glue,
known in the commercial world by the name of
isinglass, can be produced from this sturgeon, as
from the inhabitant of the Caspian sea and its tri-
butary streams. I have made the experiment, and
it succeeded. The process is easy. ‘The proper
glue is the interior membrane or lining of the

' 2
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air bladder, from which it is easily separated. It is
then dried in the sun, and pressed into smoothness
and a convenient shape, by a weight placed on
it. The glue may also be extracted from the muci-
laginous parts of the fish. Shell-backed sturgeons
have been taken in lake Ontario, but they are rare.
The Mosquenonge is a rare fish,and is esteemed by
some people the best that is taken in lake Ontario,
although others prefer the salmon, which is more ge-
nerally known. Inshape and still more in colour, the
mosquenonge resembles the pike, and appears to be
of the same genus; but is thicker and larger than
the common pike, being in some instances about
four feet long ; and weighing 50 or 60 pounds.
Mr. M:Kenzie says, there are in lake Superior
trouts of three kinds. The same are found in
lake Ontario. They are, however, only varieties of
the same species. Two of them are usually called
salmon, and are in high estimation, and very com-
mon, especially on the north side of the lake. The
laréest species are caught most plentifully in the
spring, and weigh from 15 to 25 pounds. In lake
Superior, according to Mr. M‘Kenzie, their weight
is sometimes 50 pounds*. At Michilimackinac
also they are said to weigh 50 and some even 70
pounds. But in Erie and Ontario they are not so
large. They resemble the salmon of the sea, and
may be of the same family, with the difference oc-
casioned by their different water and food. The

* I have heard of trout taken in lake Superior, 80 and 90 pounds
weight—R. G. A
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meat is similar in colour, but not so highly fla-
voured. I think the proper name of this fish is the
lake salmon. The next species is more frequent,
but of a whiter meat, and smaller in size, weighing
from 10 to 20 pounds, and taken in the greatest
abundance in the fall. This fish is like the trout of
the brooks, except being larger and without any
shining red spots on the sides. For the sake of dis-
tinction, he may with propriety be named the sal-
mon trout. The third is the common brook trout,
found in the lakes and the streams communicating
with them, and weighing from five pounds down
to one pound and less. This delicate, beautiful fish,
loves clear water and a gravelly bottom ; and is
not common in the lakes. '

The White Fish, a species in many respects re-
sembling the shad of the Atlantic rivers, but more
round in shape and lighter in colour, and in some
respects similar to the herring, abounds in the lakes
in different degrees of perfection. ln lake Onta-
1o, the weight is generally less, seldom more than
four pounds ; and the meat, although very good, is
not so high flavoured as the mosquenonge or sal-
mon ; whereas Mr. M‘Kenzie states, that it is the
best in quality of all the fishes of lake Superior, and
weighs there from four to 16 pounds. Vast shoals
of them are taken at the foot of St. Marie’s falls.
They are also caught in great quantities in some
parts of lake Ontario, particularly in Chaumont
bay, at the south castern angle of the lake, and also
at the mouth of the Niagara, the south western
point. The south shore uf thc luke in geueral seems

N
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to be more favourable to the white fish, as the north
gshore is to the salmon. The white fish also
abounds in the small lakes, and streams connected
with them. ,

. The Pike is longer and more nearly round than
fishes generally, being from two to four feet in
length, and weighing from three to 10 pounds, in
lake Ontario. In some of the other lakes, he is
said to be of a superior size. His head is elongated;
the nose beaked, the under jaw projecting be-
yond the upper; the teeth sharp ; the body scaly; -
the back of a bottle green, the belly white, and the
sides dappled with green, and a yellowish white;
thetail forked ; thedorsal fin (of one weighing 3§1bs.)
having 13 rays, the anal fin 14, the ventral and
pectoral fins 10 rays. The meat is white and good.
The pike is a rapid swimmer, and a ravenous de-
vourer of smaller fishes and other animals. Even
the bones of a squirrel’s head have been found in
his stomach, retaining their positions with respect
to each other, but reduced to the state of a soft
cartilage by the process of digestion.

The Pickerel is flatter, deeper, less voracious, and
about a third shorter than the pike; of nearly the
same quality and colour, but not quite so green on
the back, por so yellow on the sides, with some red
spots on the tail ; has two fins on the back ; one of
them (in a fish weighing 33 pounds) extending
four inches from a point over the gill fins, and hav-
ing 14 sharp pointed bony rays; the other right
over the anal fin, with 19 rays ; the ana} in with 13
tays; the voptml fns Rve broad rays ; and the gill
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fins 12 rays each ; the distanece between the ventral
and gill fins about an inch.

The pike and pickerel are described with this
particularity, in consequence of the indistinctness
and confasion, which have prevailed respecting
‘them. In some places their names are applied-
indiscriminately; and in others they are inter-
changed, the former being misnamed the pickerel,
and the latter the pike.

There are three species of lake Bass; the striped,
sometimes called the white or yellow, the black,
and the rock bass. Although differing in some
particulars of colour and magaitude, they have a
general resemblance and are numerous and excel-
lent, The black bass is the best.

The lake Perch, when fully grown, weighs about
a pound, is a good pan fish, very common and
easily caught.

The Cat Fish of the lakes is from one to two feet
long ; the head large and round, with two sharp
horns, about two inches in length; the space be-
tween the eyes, wide; the body without scales,
round and tapering from the head towards the tail;
the fins bony and sharp ; the colour a dark brown,
nclining to purple, except underthe belly, which
18 whitish ; the weight from five to 20 pounds;
the meat fat and of a good flaveur.

The Eel Pout is singularly shaped, the body
being thick and the head flattened herizentally,
having on it prickly knobs, but no long thorns as
the cst Seh has; shovel-nosed ; met scaly; in

N2 ~
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colour resembling the cat fish; the weight from
one to three pounds.

The Dace is larger in the lakes than in brooks.

The Lake Chub looks like the dace, but is of a
better quality and superior beauty, being well pro-
portioned, and of various changeable colours,
bottle green, yellow, and white, with a tinge of red,
so shaded and checkered by its scales, in the form
of diamonds, as to exhibit a beautiful appearance.
The weight is from two to four pounds.

The Mullet is found in the lakes; but not in
great plenty.

The Carp is a Canadian fish, of which there are
said to be two species or varieties in lake Superior.

There are also two species of Suckers in the lakes;
one of them the same as in the rivers, being about
15 inches long; weighing from two to three pounds;
the back of a dark grey, and the belly white. It
is dometimes miscalled the mullet. Those of the
other sortare called red-finned suckers, one of which
is before me, while writing this description.  His
length is two feet, weight seven pounds and three
quarters ; the line of the back from the nose to the
tail very much curved; the nostrils large ; the mouth
circular, without teeth, and situated in the under
side of the jaws ; the body very scaly ; the colour
amixture of light brown and yellow ; the belly and
lower fins tinged with red; the dorsal fin having
15 rays, pectoral fins 14, ventral fins nine, and anal
fin six rays.

The Canadian Dog Fish weighs from one to
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" three pounds ; is scaly ; the belly whitish ; back and
sides of a dark colour, dappled with a still darker
shade ; the dorsal fin extending from the tail about
two thirds of the way towards the head ; has some
green on the lower part of the sides, also on the
tail fin, and the anal and two ventral fins, a remark-
able spot at the beginning of the tail fin, an uncom-
mon pocket beneath the under jaw, opening
towards the tail, and two little cartilages depend-
ing from the nose. This fish is not much esteemed.

The B:ill Fish, although not eatable, is entitled
to notice for the singularity of his bill or beak,

~which is about a foot long, and set with sharp
teeth. It is a formidable weapon of attack, with
which he drives the other fishes before him, and
appears to be the tyrant of the lake. It is no less
instructive than amusing, to see the smaller and
more defenceless fry, with instinctive precipitation,
fleeing in all directions upon the approach of a
bill fish, a cat fish, or a pike.

An English paturalist, with whom I have con-
versed on the subject, is confident, from his own
observations, that the bill fish of the lakes, is a
species of the European gar fish, notwithstanding
some diversity in their descriptions.

The Lamprey, or Lamper Eel, as it is vulgarly
pronounced, although- valuable when caught in the
waters of the sea, is here too flabby and insipid
to be eaten.

The Silver Eel is round, and from two to three
.feet long; the back of a dark colour, tinged with
green; the belly white, and the sides of a silvery
appearance, whence the name is derived. 1t has
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gill fins, and a continued fin or membrane along
the back and belly, from about the middle of the
body to the tail. The skin is taken.off before it
is cooked, and it is then delicious meat.

There is a lake Herring. Whether it is a variety
of the same species with the Dutch herring, or
totally distinct, I have not had an opportunity to
ascertain*.

The Sun Fish is a small, speckled, commen, good
pan fish.

Various are the modes of taking fish in the lakes.
Many are taken with seins, chiefly in the autumn,
‘when large quantities are pickled and put up in
.- barrels, or dried and preserved for family use; some
are caught.with hooks, at any season of the year,
even when the bays and sounds are covered with
ice, and holes are cut in it tor the purpose. Others
are speared. This is frequently done in the even-
ing, by the light of a lamp or torch affixed to the
head of a boat or barge. A favourite manner of
fishing in smooth water, is termed ¢rolling. Hooks
are so fitted at the end of lines with flies, as to float
at some distance from the boat, while it moves
along. The fish coming up to the top ot the water, -
takes the hook, and is drawn in by hand. Fishing,
1n short, nnites business and amusement,

* The iake herring is considerably different from ours. It is
larger, softer in the meat. not so well flavoured. and not so hard
in thescales 1 hese uistinctions. however, may have been formed
by the different circumsiances in which they have been placed;
and i am the more inclined to think so. hacause the herring caught
e aw Quebec. partake of the saiue distinctions but in a less des
gee. Lake samor differ irom owss in the same way.—R. G-
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SKETCH XVI1.

i

AMPHIBIOUS ANIMALS, REPTILES,
AND INSECTS.

Three Species of the Fresh Water Tortoise— Land
Crab— Rattlesnakes, Yellow and Black—Double-
headed Swakes—-Frog—-Toad—Tree Toad—-
Bees. :

SEVeERAL amphibious animals have been des-
cribed among the inhabitants of the forest. A few:
more will be added in this place.

Seals have been known to ascend the St. Law-
rence above the rapids. They have been seen
among the islands aear lake Owtarios but such in-
stances have been rare and not very recent.

There are in Upper Canada. three species of the
Fresh Water Tortoise, or what is called mud turtle.
None of them is the proper land tortoise, they
being all of them flatter in the back, and different in
other respects. Nor is any of them the sea turtle,
from which they differ in many particulars. -
 The largest of these Canadian Turtles is eaten,
and, if well cooked, is an excellent dish. The
belly is not entirely enclosed in a shell ; but there
is a narrow shell, connected at each end with that’
of the back, and extending across the middle of the
under side, with.a round shell or plate attached in
the centre to this. narrow cross- bar. The upper
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shell is a hard bony substance, consisting of many
regular pieces united by sutures, and overspread
with a thin horny scale, throu’gb which the seams
of the sutures are disceraible, giving the back a
chequered appearance. The length of this back
shell is about a foot, and its breadth eight inches.
Its horizontal circumference forms a figure between
an ellipsis and a parallelogram. Its colour is a
dark brown, tinged with a greenish hue. The
under shell and under parts of the body are of a
dirty yellow, and the skin of those under parts of
the body is wrinkled and deformed with warts.
The tail is more than half as long as the back, of
the same colour, and covered with a rough scaly
coat. The legs are strong, the feet broad, and fur-
nished with claws, larger than those of a cat, al-
though not so sharp. The neck is extended or
contracted at pleasure, affording the head consider-
able scope. The want of proper teeth is supplied
by gums of bony ridges, with which the animal
bites most grievously. The ordinary weight is
from 10 to 15 pounds. Some are much larger.
The middle species, as to size, is most common,
and is not eaten. Its under side is wholly covered
with a shell ; and it draws its head, feet, and tail,
when it pleases, between the edges of its two
shells. : L
The third species is the smallest, but has the
longest tail in proportion to its body. Its back
shell is distinguished by protuberances.
 These turtles are all amphibious and oviparous.
The eggs are not covered with a shell, like those of
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" fowls, but with a tough skin. They are as large
as bullets, some of them larger, and are deposited
in the sand,\ near the bank of some water.

The Land Crab, seen on the north shore of lake
Erie, from Detroit to Fort Erie, has some resem-
blance to a lizard.

Though Lizards are not numerous here, I have
seen and examined several. They did not differ
from those of the United States.

The country does not abound in venomous rep-
tiles, except near the west end of lake Erie, the
Detroit, and lake Sinclair, where they are said to be
numerous. , ' .

There are two species of Rattle-Snakes, vulgarly
distinguished by the names of the yellow, or large,
and black, or small, rattle-snake. The former is from
four to five feet in length, and the middle of the
body seven or eight inches in circumference, from
whence it tapers both towards the head and tail.
The neck is small, and the head flattened; the
eyes brilliant, with a red circle round the pupil.
The colour of the back is brown, beautifully varie-
gated with yellow and a tinge of red, and lined and
barred with black ; the belly a sky blue. Annexed
to the tail are rattles, as they are termed, consisting
of callous, horny articulations, of a brown colour,
hollow. and inserted one .into another, so loosely as
to produce a rattling noise when shaken. It is com-
monly believed, but I do not know that it is ascer-
tained to be a fact, that an additional joint or rattle
grows every year; and that the age of the snake
may be thus determined. W lhen approached, or
apprehensive of -danger, he rattles with his tai),

A}
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and coils himself up into a spiral wreath, with his
head erect in the centre, still rattling by way of
menace or alarm ; and upon being actually assailed, -
suddenly uncoils himself with elastic force, and
without removing his posterior half from its place,
darts his head in a curve line at the ohject of his
rage, striking it it withio his reach with two small
sharp teeth situated near the extremity of the
upper jaw, and surrounded at the root of each tooth
with a bag of yellow liquid venom, which infects
the wound made by the teeth. This poison is
active and dangerous, and, without some seasonable
antidote, oiten proves fatal.

The Bluck Rattle-Snake differs only in size and
colour, being not more than two thirds as long and
large, and having more black and less yellow on
his body.

Black rattle-snakes, though by no means com-
mon in the province, are not so rare as the yellow
species. Of the latter 1 have seen only one, and
but few of the former. The ycllow rattle-snake
which I saw and examined, was kept in a cage,
and, as his keeper declared, had lived several weeks
without fcod.

There are some other snakes, but they are not
IX'UMerous or veRonious.

- Reports have been, and still are, in circulation,
respecting a serpent of unusual magnitude and kind,
said to have been: seen, in a few imstances, in lake
Ontario, nearits northern shore; but I have obtained
Bo authentic infesmation: which justifres me in be-
lieving it to be any more. than' an overgrown water
snalie of the common sort, discovered unexpectedly,
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and imperfectly seen moving in the water, magni-
fied in appearance by its motion, and perhaps still
more by the force of an agitated imagination.

An English gentlemah resident in the province
has given me a description of a double-headed snake
which he saw here. The two heads branched from
the same neck, and were apparently entire and per-
fect. - In all other respects it appeared to be a young
striped or garter snake, six or seven inches long.
It was found with a number of others, similar in
size and appearance, except as to the head, within
a common garter snake, in that part of the belly
into which an old snake receives its young as an
asylum from danger. The old one being killed,
these young snakes were found in that situation.
The double-headed one being among the rest, al-
though differing from them in having two heads,
while they were single-headed, and in the usual
form, must be presumed to be a monstrous or un-
usual prodaction of the same stock, and not of 'a
distinct species. These -circumstances seem to
decide a question of more curiosity, perhaps, than
use, but one on which naturalists have been divided
in opinion, ’

That noisy, harmless animal, the Frog, and the
more odious, but not more noxious, 7Tead, inhabit
this country, and possess their usual characteristic
properties. .

The Tree Toad or Frog, whieh is less known, is
likewise frequent in some parts of the province.
In shape he resembles the common toad, except
being more slim, snd not half so large. He also

2
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has different and more tenacious claws, by which
he is able to stick to and ascend trees. “He is, in-
deed, usually found on a tree, closely adhering to
the bark, or sitting in the crotch of somelimb ; and
being pretty flat, and of a cloudy light brown
colour, is not easily distinguished. Nor is he much
more distinguishable on a post, fence, or stump.
Hence, probably, has originated the notion, that
he assimilates his colour to that of the substance,
whatever it is, on which he lights. The insides of
the hind legs are of a light yellow ; but that is not
discovered when he sits still. His note is a shrill
croak, or rather chirp, which is often heard, espe-
cially in the twilight and before a rain, his favourite
times of singing, while the animal himself, although
sought after, is invisible. Sometimes you may
hear several of them chirping alternately, with a
sort of responsive sociability.

I have not perceived any peculiarity of the in-
sects of this country worthy of particular notice.

Honey Bees are found in the woods, most fre-
quently in large swarms in hollow trees. Whether
these natives of America were inhabitants of this
part of it before it was settled by the whites, of
have since spread into the wilderness from their
settlements, which is more probable, they now
exist here both in a wild and domestic state, and
have lately been attended to with a degree of suc-
cess which recommends still further attention to
them, as a source.of profit, comfort, philosophical
amusement, and moral instruction. The climate
and productions of the soil appear to suit them;
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and when hived and housed, at a small expense,
they collect their treasures, by their own voluntary
exertions, without injuring the crops of the garden
or the field.

SKETCH XVIIL

i

- CONSTITUTION.
The Constituting Act, a Legislative Charter.

Having trdoed the outlines of the history, situ-
ation, and settlement of the .province, with its
climate, soil, productions, and animals, we will
next take a view of its institutions and establish--
ments, beginning with the constitution.

By constitution is here intended the establish-
ment of a regular form. of government. This has
been effected in different countries in modes as
various as the forms of government thggselves.
The English constitution has resulted froth imme-
morial usage, and the proceedings of parliament
acquiesced in by the nation. In the United States
of America, constitutions have been reduced to
writing, and formally adopted by conventions
chosen by the people for that very purpose.

Upper Canada derives her constitution from acts
of the British Parliament, which are .of the nature
of a legislative charter, and may be considered as
amounting to a solemn compact between the parent
kingdom and the province, establishing the form of
provincial government.
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SKETCH XVIII.
PROVINC;IA'L PARLIAMENT.

King, Council, end Assembly— Legislative Council
—Number of Members—- Qualifications— - Ap-
pointment— Tenyre— Speaker— House of Assem-
bly— Number of Members— Election Districts—
Qualifications of Electors-—-Qualification of
Members— Proceedings at Elections—Decision of
contested Elections— Duration—Speaker — Rules
—Rights-— Royal Assent to Bills—-Powers of
Provincial Legisiature— Tazxation of the Province
— Union qf Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Demo-
cracy.

Tae Act of the 31st of George III. constitutes
a legislative council and an assembly, which, with
his Majesty, eompose the legislature of the pro-
vince, and are commonly styled the Provincial
Parliament. : '

The formation of each branch, the relative
powers of the two branches, and their joint autho-
rity, are worthy of separate consideration. -

The requisite qualifications of a member of the
legislative comwncil are, that he be 21 years of age,
and a British subject by birth, naturalization, ot
the comquest :1nd cession of Canada. There must
be at least seven members of ‘the council, and may
be more at the discretion of the erown. -

They are appointed by his Majesty. The mode
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of their appointment is by writ of summons, under
the great seal of the Province, issued pursuant to a
mandamus under his Majesty’s sicn manual. The
tenure of their appointment is during life, subject
to be forfeited for treason, or vacated by swearing
allegiance to a foreign power, or by two years con-
tinual absence from the province without the
governor’s permission, or four years of such absence
without the permission of his Majesty.

The king is authorized to grant hereditary titles
of honour, rank, or dignity of the province, either
with or without a right to a seat in the council
annexed to them ; but no such title has yet been
granted. - :

All questions respecting a right to a seat at the
council board, are to be decided by the council,
subject to an appeal to his majesty in parliament.

The speaker of the council is appointable and
removable by the governor, under which term I
would ‘-be understood to comprehend the lieute-
nant-governor, or other person administering the
government for the time being, without repeating
the several terms of official designation.

The legislative council is not, like the British
House of Lords, vested with judicial authority.

Whether an impeachment by the House of As-
‘sembly, and the trial of such impeachment by the
Council, be applicable to the state of the province,
and authorized by the constituiional act, upon the
principle of analogy to the British constitution, it 8
Question not settled by any decision. As offices,
bowever, are holden during the pleasure of the
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crown, it appears to be a natural inference, that a
complaint in the nature of an impeachment must be
addressed to the king in council.

The assembly is required to be- composed of not
less than sixteen members, chosen by the qualified
electors of the districts, counties, circles, towns, or
townships ; such districts, &c. with the respective
numbers of their representatives, to be declared, in
the first instance, by the governor, but subject to
alteration by the provincial parliament. Two pro-
vincial acts have been passed on the subject, the last
of which, now in force, appoints the number of
members to be twenty-five, and establishes twenty-
one districts for their election, four of the districts
having two members each. These districts are not
described in the act by that name, but consist re-
spectively of a single county, two counties, a riding,
~ or a county and riding together, except that in one
instance, a township of one county is annexed to
another county. No town or township'is repre-
sented by itself. This circumstance is mentioned
with a view to the different qualifications of the
electors.

The act defines certain qualifications and disqua-
lifications of electors. First, to be qualified to vote
in the election of a member for a district, county,
. or circle, a person must be twenty-one years of age,
and a British subject by birth, naturalization, or the
conquest .and .cession of Canada, and must also be
possessed, for his. own use, of lands or tenements
within such district, county, or circle, held in free-
hold, or in fief, or.in roture,or by certificate derived

*
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from the governor and council of Quebec, of the
yearly value of forty shillings sterling, above all
rents and charges; to vote in the election of a
member for a town or township, a person must have
the same qualifications of age and allegiance, and
be possessed in like manner of a dwelling house
and lot of ground, in such town or township, held
in like manner, of the clear annual value of five
pounds sterling ; or must have been resident in the
said town or township, twelve calendar months,
and have paid one year’s rent for the house of his
residence, at the rate of ten pounds sterling per
annum. There being no representation of towns
or townships, and, I believe, no lands or tenements
in this province, holden as fiefs in the old feudal
sense of that term, or by the French, tenure of
roture, or by certificate from the governor and
council of Quebet, the single qualification, in
point of estate, is a freehold in the election dis-
trict, of the clear annual value of forty shillings
sterling.

¢ Persons,” being the word dsed in the act, in
the description of electors, and a Jemme sole being
within the legal definition of that term, it seems
that such a woman having the constitutional qua-
lifications of age, estate, and allegiance, is enutled
to vote at an election. - < atha

hi

There is a British statute, 13 Geo. IL c. 7,

which naturalizes all foreign protestants, after seven .

Yyears residence in any of the American colonies

belonging to Great Britain. Such a resident, there-

fore, in this province, is a British subject by natu-
v o
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ralization, though not specially naturalized by
name.

Residence in the election district is not required
of an elector. The comsequence is, that a person
may vote in different districts in which he has the
requisite freehold.

No person is capable of voting who has been
attainted of treason or felony, or who is within any
description of persons disqualified by any act of
the provincial parliament. One such act has been
passed, declaring that no person who shall have
sworn allegiance to any foreign state, or been a
stated resident therein; shall vote until he shall
have been resident ir this province, or some other
of his Majesty’s dominions, for the term of seven
years, and shall have taken the oath of allegiance.

By the constitutional act, it is declared that
every voter, before he is admitted to give his vote
at an election, shall, if required by any of the can-
didates, or the returning officer, take an oath that
he has not voted before at that election ; and that,
to the best of his knowledge and belief, he has the
requisite qualifications.

It has been questiomed, before the returning
officers at the polls, but I do not find that the
question has ever been carried to the Assembly
for decision, whether a Quaker’s affirmation is
admissible, in this case, instead of an ocath. If
not, that sober, pacific, moral sect of Christians,
being conscientiously scrupulous ef an oath, are
in effect disqualified and excluded from the elec-
tive franchise. The British statute boek 'furmshes
a satisfactory answer.
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The 7th and 8th of Will. I11. c. 34, authorizes
the solemn aflirmation of a Quaker instead of an
oath, in all cases except three. The 8th of Geo. I.
c. 6, prescribed a form of affirmation. A doubt
having arisen, whether such affirmation could be
allowed in a case, where, by a subsequent statute,
an oath is required without any provision for the
substitution of a Quaker’s affirmation,. the 22d
of Geo. II. c. 46. sect. 36, for removing that doubt,
enacted and declared, “That in all cases wherein,
by any act or acts of Parliament, now in force, or
hereafter to be made, an oath is or shall be allowed,
authorized, directed, or required, the solemn de-
claratioan of any of the people called Quakers, in
the form prescribed by the said act, made in the
8th year of his said late Majesty’s reign, shall be
allowed and taken instead of such oath, although
no particular or express provision be made for that
purpose in such act or acts: and all ‘persons who
are, or shall be, authorized and required to admi-
nister such oath, shall be, and hereby are authorized
and required to administer the solemn affirmation
or declaration; and the solemn affirmation or
declaration so made, as aforesaid, shall be adjudged
and taken, and is hereby enacted and declared to
be of the same force and effect, to all intents and
purposes, in all courts of justice and other places,
where by law an oath is or shall be allowed, au-
thorized, directed, or required, as if such Quaker
had taken an oath in the usual form,” and with a
Proviso, as in the statute of William, that no
Quaker shall thereby be qualified to give evidence

o2
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in criminal cases, to serve on juries, or to bear any
office or place of profit in the government.

Voting at elections is not within either of the
three exceptions. Most clearly, therefore, a Qua-
ker’s solemn affirmation is admissible in that case,
instead of an oath. It is equivalent to an oath.
In a legal sense it is an oath, although not in the
usual form. \

- The qualifications of a member of Assembly also
are affirmative and negative; 1st. Affirmatively, he
must be 21 years of age, and a British subject by
birth, naturalization, or the conquest and cession
of Canada. 2d. Negatively, he must not be a-
member of the Legislative Council ; nor “a minister
of the Church of England, or a minister, priest,
ecclesiastic, or teacher, either according to the rites
of the Church of Rome, or under any other form
or profession of religious faith or worship.” It
has been a question whether the four words, minis-
ter, priest, ecclesiastic, or teacher, all intend clerical
characters, described by these different terms, with
a view to comprehend all the names by which such
characters may be designated among different sects
of dissenters; or whether the word ¢“Teacher”
extends beyond persons ordained. or licensed to
preach, so as to disqualify a lay exhorter of the
methodist denomination., The same words are
used in the 42d section of the act, in the same
order, but in a connexion which seems to limit
their application to persons in clerical orders. In
the enumeration of subjects, on which acts passed

by the provincial Council and Assembly are required
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to be submitted to the British 'parliament, before
the King assents to them, there is this clause, ‘‘or
shall in any manner relate to granting, imposing,
or recovering any other dues or stipends, or emolu-

ments whatever, to be paid to or for the use of any .

minister, priest, ecclesiastic, or teacher, according
to any religious form or mode of worship, in respect
of his said office or function.” A lay exhorter can
hardly be considered a teacher, for whom, in respect
of his said office or function, dues, stipeads, or
emoluments are granted, imposed or recovered.

In the disqualifying clause, however, the term
may have a more extended sense. Indeed the
construction of the constitution, on this point,
appears to be now settled, by the cases of Messrs.
Roblin and Willson, in which a majority of the
Assembly are of opinion that those two members,
being exhorters, although laymen, were within the
disqualification, and accordingly declared their seats
vacant. Upon constitutional principles, the As-
sembly is the proper tribunal to decide all questions
respecting the qualifications of its members.

No person can be a member of the Assembly
who has been attainted of treason or felony, or who
is within any description of persons disqualified by
act of the provincial parliament. By such an act,
passed in 1795, it was declared, that no person,
who had or should come into the province from
any place not under his Majesty’s government, and
not having been a bona fide subject of the King
for seven years next preceding, should be eligible

until after seven years residence; and by another
, ,
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act, passed in 1814, this term of qualificatory
residence is extended to 14 years. A representa-
tive is also required to have rateable property of
the assessed value of 200 pounds, 40 pounds of
which must be unincumbered real estate, in fee
simple, in his own right *.

There is one point of view in which the oath re-
quired of the members is connected with their qua-
lifications. It is enacted that no member of the
Legislative Council or Assembly shall sit or vote
until he shall have taken and subscribed an oath,
the form of which is prescribed in the act. Re-
specting this oath, a question has occurred, whe-
ther a Quaker’s solemn affirmation may be substi-
tuted? I should have supposed it might, as in the
case of an elector, agreeably to the act of the 22d.
of Geo. II. had not the Assembly decided other-
wise. Philip Dorland, Esq. being elected a mem-
ber, signed and annexed to the return of his elec-
tion, a representation to the Assembly, that after his
election he had discovered that such an oath was
required, and was advised that an affirmation would
not be admitted ; that he was of the sect of Qua-
kers, and could not conscientiously take an oath,
but was willing to take and subscribe a solemn
affirmation to the same effect, if that might be
allowed, otherwise he must decline a seat in the
house, and submitted the question to their deter-

* Another act has been since passed, making the qualification
in point of property, to consist simply in the possession of 400
acres of land, free of incumbrance.~———R. G.
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mination. The house resolved that his affirmation
was not admissible instead of an oath. A new
writ of electlon was accordingly issued to supply
the vacancyx. -

This constitutional question has never occurred
in the Legislative Council.

‘Having thus considered the qualifications of the
electors and the elected, we will now attend to

‘the proceedings at elections.

When a new Assembly is to be called, a procla-
mation to that effect is issued by the governor,
who appoints a returning officer in each election
district, and the time and place of holding the
election, and issues a writ of election, directed to
each returning officer, returnable in fifty days.
The votes are given, not by ballot, but by vive
voce, and the person elected must have a majority ;.
by which is not meant, as in some of the United
States, more than half of the whole number of -
votes, but more than are given for any other
candidate.

When a vacancy accrues in the house, a writ of
election is issued, and similar proceedings are had
thereon.

The British act against bribery, and treating at
elections, is not in force in this province, and no
provincial law has been passed on the subject. -

The manner-of deciding contested elections is re-
gulated by a statute passed in 1805. Every petition
complaining of an undue election or return, must
state the grounds of complaint. In case the house
Jjudge them sufficient, if true, a time not less than
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fourteen days, except by consent of parties, is
assigned for taking the same into consideration,
and notice thereof given to the petitioners and
sitting members. The members of the house, a
quorum of whom must be present, are sworn well
. and truly to try the matter of the petition referred
to them, and a true judgment give according to the
evidence, and the witnesses on both sides are sworn
and examined at the bar of the house. The sitting
member does not vote in the decision, or on any
question arising in the course of the trial.

The Assembly continues for the term of four
years from the return day of the writs of election,
subject, nevertheless, to be dissolved in the mean-
time by the governor, who has also the power of
proroguing the Council and Assembly from time to
time, and of appointing the time and place of their
session, with this constitutional injunction, that
they shall be called together once at least every
year. |

A prorogation is for a term not exceeding forty
days, and is repeated from time to time by pro-
clamation. The members are notified by letters of
the time of actual meeting for the transaction of
business. This mode of proceeding by repeated
short terms, instead of a single postponement to
the day of intended meeting, seems to be founded
upon the principle that a prorogation is irrevocable,
and that there is no authority to convene the legis-
lature within that period. A different form is prac-
tised within the United States. Before the close
of one session, the time of the commencement of
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the next is fixed and made known, that all persons
concerned may have seasonable notice, and make
their arrangements accordingly. But in the interim
the president, or governor, has a discretionary
power to call them together by proclamation at an
earlier day, if any extraordinary occasion should
requireﬁ‘.: '

The parliament cannot commence a session
without being met and opened by the governor.

The house elect their own speaker, who is pre-
sented to the governor for his approbation.

They also adopt their own rules and orders ; and
where they have none expressly adopted, they
govern themselves by those of the Commons of
Great Britain ; for which Hatsel is referred to as
an authority.

The rights and powers of the Assembly in re-
lation to the other branches, on subjects not defined
in the constitution, are considered to be in general
analogous to those of the British House of Com-
mons. Thus money bills originate in the Assembly,
and are not altered by the Council, although there
is no express provision to that effect in the consti-
tutional act. In 1816, the Council passed and sent
down to the House of Assembly a bill to regulate
the commercial intercourse with the United States,
and, for that purpose, laying certain duties on arti-
‘cles imported into the province. The House una-
nimously resolved, that it was an infringement of
their exclusive privilege of originating money bills,
and refused to act upon it.

A bill passed by the Council and Assembly is
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not a law until it is assented to by his Majesty, or
by his representative in his name. Except in the
cases reserved by the constitutional act, the royal -
assent must be given in the presence of the two
houses. In the session of 1815, a bill was passed
by both houses, and signed by the president; but
when he appeared before the two houses to give the
King’s assent to bills, that was mislaid, and not
to be found. It was adjudged not to be a law.

The representative of the King maybe a governor,
lieutenant-governor, or other person authorized to
administer the government. He usually has the
style of lieutenant-governor. A governor in chief,
appointed over all the British provinces in America,
resides at Quebec, and has the charge of the pro-
vince of Lower Canada.

When a bill has passed the two houses, it is pre-
sented to the lieutenant-governor, who assents to
it in his Majesty’s name, or withholds the royal
assent, or reserves it for the signification of his
Majesty’s pleasure. If assented to by the lieute-
nant-governor, it may be disallowed by his Majesty
at any time within two years, and then ceases to
be alaw upon the signification of such disallowance.

If reserved, his Majesty may, at any time within
two years, assent to it, and then it takes effect as a
law upon the signification of such assent.

Bills passed on certain enumerated subjects, re-
specting religion, and its establishment and support,
are required to be reserved, and also to be laid
before both houses of the British parliament,
before being assented to by the King ; and if either
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of the said houses address his Majesty against them,
he is restrained from giving his assent.

Thus constituted, the provincial Parliament is
authorized to pass laws, not repugnant to the con-
stituting act, for the peace, welfare, and government
of this province, which are declared to be valid
and binding, to all intents and purposes whatever,
within the province.

On one most important subject, that of taxation,
the British parliament has expressly and solemnly
renounced the exercise of all legislative power over
the province. By an act passed in the 18th year
of Geo. III. (1778) it was declared, * That the
King and Parliament of Great Britain will not im-
pose any duty, tax, or assessment whatever, pay-
able in any of his Majesty’s colonies, provinces, or
plantations in North America, or the West Indies,
except only such duties as it may be expedient to
impose for the regulation of commerce, the net pro-
duce of such duties to be always paid and applied
to and for the use of the colony, province, or plan-
tation in which the same shall be respectively
levied, in such manner as other duties collected by
the authority of the respective general courts or
- general assemblies of such colonies, provinces, or
plantations, are ordinarily paid and applied.” This
solemn declaration is recited, and thereby renewed,
in the act constituting Upper Canada; and thus
has become an essential part of the constitution.
Under this guarantee of an exclusive right of self-
taxation, the province was settled, and has thus
far progressed, and there is no apprehension that
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the public faith, so sacredly pledged by both King
and Parliament, will ever be violated. .-

As the people understand that no taxes can be
levied upon them without the concurrence of their
immediate representatives, who, in common_ with
their constituents, must share in the burthen of
such taxes, there is, on this interesting subject, a
general spirit of contentment and satisfaction.

The government of Upper Canada is a mixture
of monarchy in the person of the King, aristocracy
in the legislative Council, and democracy in the
Assembly, with some variances, resulting from
practice, and the colonial state of the country,
it is an epitome of the English government.

SKETCH XIX.

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT.

——

Executic;e Powers vested solely in the King—His
Majesty’s Representative in the Province—Ap-
pointment of principal Officers— Their Salaries,
how paid— Subordinate Officers— Executive Coun-
cil..

Tae King is not only a constituent branch of the
provincial legislature, but is solely vested with the
supreme executive power, a part of which is exer-
cised by him immediately, and a considerable por-
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tion of it, through the medium of his official repre-
sentative. The lieutenant-governor, and principal
officers,such as the members of theexecutive council,
judges of the court of King’s Bench, receiver and
auditor general, inspéctor general, attorney general,
solicitor general, surveyor general, secretary, &c.
receive their appointments and salaries directly
.from the crown. The judges of subordinate courts,
sheriffs, magistrates, militia officers, &c. are ap-
pointed by the lieutenant-governor, in his Majesty’s
name, and are compensated according to the pro-
visions of provincial laws.

The lieutenant-governor has a council, analogous
to the King’s privy council, to advise him in the
executive department of government. The num-
ber of the members, their continuance in office,

and their qualifications, being undefined in the act
of parliament, are left to the discretion of the
crown. Petitions to the lieutenant-governor, on
executive subjects, are addressed to him in coun-
cil; and the decisions, acts, and orders thereon
are by his excellency in council.

SKETCH XX.

— -

JUDICIARY.

King's Bench—Court of Appeals—Resort to the
King in Council—Courts of Assize and Nisi
Prius—District Courts—General Quarter Ses-,
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sions—Courts of Requests—Jurisdiction of a
Justice of the Peace— Court of Probate—Survo-
gate Courts— Land Board— Importance of Judi-
cial Reports. |

IN the judiciary department there is no court of
Chancery yet established ; but there are a superior
court of civil and criminal jurisdiction, and various
inferior courts. The superior court, styled the
King’s Bench, is composed of a chief justice and
two puisne justices; has powers similar to those
of the King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and in mat-
ters of revenue, the Exchequer in England, and
holds four regular terms a year at the seat of go-
vernment. From this court a cause of £100 value,
or relating to an annual rent or duty of a general
pature, may be carried by writ of error to the Court
of Appeals, consisting of the governor or chief
justice and executive Council; from whose
judgment in a case of £500 value, or relating to
such rent or duty, an appeal lies to his Majesty in
Council. But I understand there has been only

_one appeal from a judgment of the King’s Bench,
since its establishment.

Commissions of Assize and Nisi Prius are an-

- nually issued into the eight districts for the trial
. of issues. One of the judges of the King’s Bench
is in the commission for the eastern circuit, and
another for the western. In the commission of
gaol delivery he is associated with two or three
other gentlemen in each district. The attorney-
general attends ome circuit, and the solicitor-
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general the other, to conduct the prosecutions in
_ behalf of the King.

In each district there is a district court, con-
sisting of one judge or more, holding four terms a
year, and having cognizance of cases of liquidated
debts, not exceeding forty pounds, and of other
cases of contract; also of personal property and
trespass, to the amount of fifteen pounds, except
assault and battery and false imprisonment, or
where the title to land comes in question.

There are courts of Sessions likewise in each
district, holden quarterly, by the justices of the
district, for the trial of trespasses and misdemeanors,
establishment of ways, ordering of district taxes,
appointment of certain officers, and regulation of
various matters of police.

Courts of Requests are holden, on the first and
third Saturdays of every month, at some appointed
place in each justiciary division of the districts,
by two or more justices of the peace, acting as
commissioners, for the trial of cases of contract, to
the amount of forty shillings, according to the
principles of equity and good conscience, with
authority to examine the parties as well as their
witnesses under oath.

. A justice of the peace has not authority to try
actions. But in cases where a capias for debt is
issuable from the King’s Bench, he may granta
warrant to detain a debtor for a term not exceed-
ing eight days, to give the creditor an opportunity
of procuring such a capias; and in criminal cases
he may issue a warrant to arrest a person charged

2
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with an offence; and upon examination, may com-
mtt or recognise him for trial at the proper court.
He may also order sureties for the peace.

There is a Court of Probate for the province,
and a Surrogate Court, with probate jurisdiction
in each district.

There is a Land Board of Commlssloners, with
equitable powers respecting the claims of heirs,
devisees, and assignees, to lands granted by the
crown, where patents were not issued on the grants
to the original nominees.

Issues in fact are tried at the assizes, district
courts, and sessions, by juries summoned by the
sheriff, from returned lists of the taxable inhabi.
tants of the district. ‘

The adjudications of the Court of King’s Bench
are highly respected, but are not easily and correct-
ly known for want of reports. ,

In all free countries the administration of jus-
tice is an interesting object, and the judiciary is
accordingly an important branch of government.
It is peculiarly so in this province.

The English criminal law is established as the
basis of the criminal code of Upper Canada; and
the laws of England, with some exceptions, are,
in general terms, adopted as the rule of evidence
and decision, “ in all matters of controversy rela-
tive to property and civil rights.”, Besides the ex-
ceptions which are expressed, there is an implied
exception or omission of other parts of the English
laws, because of their local nature, their inappli-
cability to the state of thé province, the want of
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appropriate authontlea to execute and administer
them, or the substitution of other provisions.
Under this qualified adoption of the laws of Eng-
land, without a legislative specification of them,
the Provincial Judiciary has the double task of
deciding what those laws are, and which of them
are in force here. )

Upper Canada was for many years a part of the
province of Quebec, and of course subject to the
legislative ordinances of the Governor and Council
of that province ; and when it was erected into a
separate province, by the- Act of 31st of George
I1I. establishing the present order of things, those
ordinances of the former government, so far as they
were not repugnant to the new constitution, were
left in force until they should be repealed by pro-
viucial statutes. .

Some of them have been repealed expressly ;
some, perhaps, by necessary implication; and
others still remain in force, although they are not
published among the laws of this province.

The acts of the British Parliament constituting
the government of this province, and the various
provincial ordinances and statutes, have intro-
duced principles and  proceedings adapted to the
peculiar circumstances of the province, but va.
tiant from the laws of England. The interpreta-
tion of these, as well as other laws, the legal con-
sequences ‘deducible from them, their operation
upon the rules of common law, and their applica-
.- tion to.the innumerable cases, which occur in
P
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practice, from the endless variety of human trans-
actions, are proper subjects of judicial decision.

The adjudications of the court of King’s Bench,
subject to a revisionary check, are evidences of
the existing laws, as really as the acts of the le-
gislature, although subordinate thereto. They are
binding upon the inhabitants, and ought, therefore,
like the statutes, to be promulgated, in such an

intelligible form, that they, who are thus bound
" by them, may have the means of knowing them,
in order to regulate their conduct thereby, so as to
avoid penalties, and secure their just rights, since
it is a necessary maxim of government, that no
man shall be permitted to plead ignoranee of the
law, to excuse himself from liability to indictment,
or action for transgressing it; or to support any
claim founded on contract, or relating to property.

This view of the subject shows the importance
of regular reports of those adjudications, and the
necessity of an authentic publication of them.
For, if they are not thus laid before the public,
and thereby placed within the reach of individuals,
how can they, without unreasonable expence, or
indeed at any price whatever, obtain a sufficient
knowledge of the rules on which their estates,
their rights, their personal liberties and lives may
depend ?

Without reports the decisions of the court are
liable to be misunderstoed, misrecollected, and
misstated, even by professional men, and much °
more by those who do net stady and practise the
law professionally.
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Bare copies of the records, which however could
not be procured without much trouble and cost,
would not alone explain the principles on which
cases are decided, the reasons of decision not being
stated at large in a record as they are in a report.

But if printed reports were obtainable, every
one would have it in his power to examine them
for himself, or, at his election, to comrsult those
whose profession it is to understand the laws, and
to assist clients with information and advice.

A misunderstanding of judicial decisions leaves
many persons not only exposed to errors and losses
in their own concerns, but also dissatisfied with the
court and disaffected to the government. The
most effectual mode of obviating such dissatisfac-
tion and disaffection, is to furnish the public with
authentic reports of the cases adjudged. The
reasoning of the judges will convince and satisfy
intelligent readers, and shield the administration of
justice against popular prejudices and mistakes.
As the general welfire is the great end of good
government, it is of some importance that the laws
be generally satisfactory in their operation as well
as right in themselves.

The English jurisprudence is the glory of the
nation, and the admiration of the world ; and its
present state of maturity is, in a great degree, to
be ascribed to a series of reports, commenced in
an early reign, and centinued with little intermis-
sion, down to the present time. Having the his-
tory of former cases thus set before them, and
knowing that their own judicial opinions, with

P2
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their reasons therefor, will not only be perused
and examined by their learned cotemporaries, but
descend to their successors, and be submitted to
the perusal and examination of posterity; the
judges have felt an honourable responsibility, and
in addition to their high sense of duty, have been
animated with an ambition to decide upon princi-
ples that will stand the test of ages. The result
has been such as might be expected. Their deci-
sions have formed a system of common law, which
is a model for other nations, and is, indeed, so
complete, that comparatively few questions of
doubt now arise under it. In proportion to the
relative amount of business, there are, probably,
ten unsettled points of law in this country to one
in that.

This state of things is not imputable to any
improvidence of the provincial legislature, in pass-
ing, or neglecting to pass, legislative acts, or to
~any defect of the court in determining cases sub-
mitted to its determination ; but has resulted from
the circumstances of the province; and the only
adequate remedy is to be sought in a course of
judicial decisions, maturely formed, faithfully re-
ported, and uniformly adhered to.

Although the provincial judges are in some
respects in a more difficult situation than those of
Westminster Hall, having a more unexplored field
before them, with fewer land marks to guide their
way ; yet if their decisions, with the reasons on
which they are founded, and the arguments by
which they are supported, were correctly taken
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down, and pres/erved in, faithful public reports, they
would soon lay the foundation of a system of pro-
vincial jurisprudence, not less complete than that
of the parent country. The happy consequences
would be a mote perfect uniformity of adjudica-
tions in the superior court, both at the terms and
on the circuits, than is possible without reports; a
conformity of the inferior courts, a prevention of
many otherwise inevitable misapprehensions of the
points decided, and the grounds of decision;-a
more known and certain state of the laws, and a
consequent diminution of the occasions and ex-
pences of law-suits ; for the uncertainty of law- is
the most expensive source of litigation.

The heneficial effects would not be confined to
courts, magistrates, and private subjects. Even
legislators would share in them. By an historical
view of the judicial interpretation and application
of existing laws, they would be assisted in deciding
what legislative remedies may, be necessary, to
supply any defects, or remove any evils, pointed
out by experience.

* The utility of such reports is generally admitted ;
but the practicability of introducing them in the
present state of the province is questioned. To
take correct notes, it is said, of the arguments and
opinions delivered in each important cause, to
digest them into regular method and form, with a
full yet concise state of the case and the pleadings,
and proper references to the authorities cited by
the counsel and the court, and to prepare them for
publication in a satisfactory manner, must be a
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work of much labour and care, which ought not
to be undertaken without some reasonable expec-
tation of reward; but that the purchasers of re-
ports in the province would probably be so few,
that the sale of copies would not, for some time,
more than defray the expences of publication,
without leaving any remuneration to the reporter.

In England, reports, in the form of year books,
were introduced, iv-pursuance of an act of parlia-
ment, at the public expence, which was continued
until the demand for the books of reports became
" such as to yield the author an adequate recompense.
Their introduction in that manner has, for centu-
ries, been a subject of gratitude and applause.

Upon the same principle, and with corresponding
success, in several of the United States, where the
English common law is adopted as the basis of the
state Jaws, liberal compensations are granted to
reporters, out of the public funds, to the general
satisfaction of the people, although there is already
such a demand there for the books, that printers
can afford to pay a handsome price for the copy-
right,

If the revenue of this province be too limited,
or the claims of other objects of public utility too
numerous and argent, to permit the application of
any portion of it to the encourazement of judicial
reports, their introduction, however impracticable
at present, may be among the improvements of the
province, at some future day, and in a more ad-
vanced stage of population and resources.
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MONEY.

Rates of Gold and Silver Coi