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praying for a uniform low Rate. of
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In rep]) 5 enclosmg Report from the Post-

master-general on the Petitions from
*. Toronto, Quebec and Montreal; and

stating that Her Majesty’s Government’
_ see no reason to dissent from the opinion

of tbe Postmaster-general, that it would.

© be unadvisable at present 'to sanction
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ported into the British Colonies - -~ -
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COPIES of the MEMORIALS from the BOARDS of TRADE at ToroNTO, QUEBEC |
and MONTREAL, to the Bm'rrsn GoVvERNMENT regarding cheap Pos'rAGE, and .
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Copr of tlle MEMORIAL to Her Majesty respectlnrr drﬁ'erentlal Durres on
Goons lmported into CANADA and of the Answer to that Memorral |

j(1\’0.255) - ‘;--‘Nol—-” ; :
COPY of a DESPATCH from Lord JlIetcalfe G.C.B., to Lord Stanley Y.

‘ o . I Government Houae, Montreal L
My Lord " : - 22 April 1845. - No 1.
 Ar the request of the Boards of Trade of Toronto, Quebec and Montreal, Lord Metcalfe to

1 betr leave to transmit herewith petitions from those bodies to Her MaJesty Lord Stanley,
Qpraymg that a uniform low rate of postage should be substituted for the rates 22 April 1845.-
" now levied in the British North American Provinces ; and I venture to recom-
- mend the subject to your Lordshlp s favourable consideration.

Ihave,&c o “ﬂi
o (srgned)‘;] - Metcalfe.

Enclosure 1 in No 1

TO THE QUEEN's MOQ’I‘ EXCELLENT MAJESI‘Y.”
May it please Your Ma_)esty, ‘

The Petition of the Board of Trade of the Cnty of Toronto, o

Most humbly showeth, : R
Tonar Your Petitioners, as well as Your Ma_]esty: other C’rmdnn subjects, have' long I‘.ncl 1, in No. 1,
felt that our provincial rates of letter postage are injuriously high ; so much so as to cause
~a large proportion of the letter correspondence of the province “to be carried on by other
- means than that of tlle post-oﬂice, to the prejudrce of the post-ofﬁce revenue, and incon- .
venience of trade. ' - ol
. That experience has shown Your Petmoners, that the lower the rate of post'rge is in any -
~ country, commerce, agrrculture and the soclal relatrons of lrle will be proportlonally bene-

1 fited by it.

- That Your Petitioners have w'rtched with heartfelt pleasure the successful worl.mo' ontof .
. "that greatest and ‘most benevolent of modern reforms, the uniform penny rate of letter >
* postage, as carried into effect by Your Majesty within the United Kingdom.of Great Britain
and lreland and observe that the nelghbourmg republrc, benefiting by the wisdom' of }
Your MaJesty, has recently passed a law regulating the rate of- postacre within the United"
.States, and approximating it to that given by Your M'ijesty to Great Britain and Ireland. ‘
" "'That Your Petitioners respectlully bcg Your Majesty s attentlon to the followmGr anomaly 1:
sin ratmg Canadian postage. = o : ! i ‘

The postaae ofa single letter——

" From Ambherstburgh to Montreal, 645 mlles, is 1s. Bd Halrfa‘r currency
* From Ambherstburgh to Quebec, 825 mrles, is 1s. 10§d Halifax currency
. From Toronto to ﬁdlrfax, 1,256 miles,is 2. 9d., Halifax currency. -
. From Ambherstburgh to Hahfax, 1,525 miles, is 3s. 4d., Halifax currency .
- From Amherstburgh vw Quebec and Hahfax to Lngland 4,o-:) mlles, is ls 4d !
Halifax currency. |

' That Your: Petrtrorers, therefore, pray’ that Your MaJesty will l)n gracrously pleased to“f ‘
.~ extend to Your faithful. Canadran subjects a partxcrpatxon in the beneﬁts of a unlform low
rate of letter postage

2630 Alz - W For “




‘ Your Petmonels entertain the utmost confidence. .

. CORRESPONDENCE relative to POSTAGE AT TORONTO

Tor u]ueh pmpo%e Your Pehuouem humbly ben' that Your Majesty wn]l be gracrously
pleased to direct the Postmaster-General to iSsue instructions to the Deputy Postmaster-
General in this province, to the purport that instead of the several rates of letter postage |
now " charged in Canada, under 'mthonty of 'lleasuly warrant, dated \thteh'xll Treasury
(,hambers, 11th October 1543,—

There shall be charged- and. taken a umfonm mte of Two pence halfpeuny sterlmu' or
Three-pence, Halifax currency, postage, on every letter not e\ceedmn‘ ‘half an ounce

weioht, sent by mail within the province. ‘
On every letter exceeding half an ounce and not e\ceedlno' one ounce in weight, two .
such single rates of Tw o-peuce halfpenny sterling, or T lnee—pcnce, Halifax currency. -
~And for every half-ounce in weight above . the welcrht of one ounce, there shall be
charged and taken progressively anadditional sm«rle rate of Two-pence half'penny sterhn
or T]nee-pence, Halifax currency.
‘And on every letter dropped in the post~ofﬁce for dehvery only, and not, mtended to be
sent by mail, there shall be.charged and taken a rate of One penny, Halifax currency.

In'the general benefits of this measure to commelce, to awrrculture and to civilization,
' And Your Petltloners, as in duty bound, \vxll ever pray. S
L - f (swued) -G P. Ridout, Presrdent
i, Office of the B oard of Trade, | S : 'md a4 othels

of the City of Toronto,
18 March 1845.

Enclosure , in 1\0.

TO THh QUEEN'S MOST EYCCLLENT \IAJES"‘Y

: ‘\hy rt ple'tee Your Majesty,

Encl. 2, in' No. 1.

The Petmon of the Council of the Board of Trade of' Quebec.

Humbly showeth, ' -
Tuar Your Petmoners, in common with Your Majesty’s other Canadlan people, have . |

long been and are now subjected to very high provincial rates of postage, which in the '

opmlon of Your Petitioners are 1nJ11r|ou= to tr ade, and pre_]udmral rather than advantageous
to the post-office revenue.
That Your Petitioners would . most respectfully call Your Malesty s attentlon to the fact ‘

“that whilst the postage on a single letter from Quebec to Montreal, a distance of 180

miles, is' Nine-pence currency; from Quebec to Kingston, a distance of 379 miles, is One '

shilling and one penny halfpenny currency ; from Quebec to Toronto, a distance of 570 .

miles, is One shilling and sixpence currency ; from Quebec to Amherstburgh, a distance of

825 miles, is Two shlllmgs and one h'llfpenny currency ; that on a single letter from England

to Amheistburgh, a distance of 4,525 miles, vid Hahfo.x and Quebec, 15 only One shrllmtr and
four-pence currency. o
That Your Petitioners conceive that the mtroductxon of a moderate rate of postan'e into ‘
the province ‘would be ~advantageous to its commerce and agrlcultme, advance lts civilization, -
and increase the revenue of the post-office. .
Wherefore Your Petitioners humbly pray. that Your 1 Majesty will be gracrous]y pleased to -
extend to this province a reduced rate of postage, and to direct that instead of the several '

rates of letter postage now charged in Canada, “the followmo' scale be substituted : —

. On cvery letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight, sent by mail mthm the pro-
vmce, a distance of not more than 300 miles, lhree—p(.nce currency.’ -
On every letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight, sent by mail within the pro- .
" vinee, a dlstance e\ceedmg 300 mrles, and not ‘more. than 600 nnles Sl\pence
currency.. o
" "And so'to increase accoudmg to dxstance o ‘ o
- Oun_every letter e\ceedmg lmlf an ounce and not more than an. ounce in werght ‘
o mo smgle rates,
., On ‘every letter cxceedmn" an ounce and’ not more than an. ounce and a half in"
~ weight, three single rates. ‘ P \ L
‘ ~And so to increase according to weight. o ‘ o
. On every letter posled for dehvelv, not havmw beeu carned by maxl One penny .
‘(_mrency R : a
s And Your Petmoners will ever pray. o

(By order.) S A
‘ . ‘ (smned) W Walker, ‘

X ‘ Q\jlebec,4'Ap1~i1*1;s45, ;‘ R - . Plebxdent of the’ Councd o

R Lt (srgned) W Stevenson, -
L HonorarySecretmy

Enclosure L
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~ and of DUTIES ON’ ‘GOOD‘S IMPOR"‘I‘ED‘ INTO CANADA.

u’zy
Enclosurc3 m No. 1 L o

’ TO HER MOST L\CELLENT MAJ ESI‘Y THE QUEEN
‘May it nlcase Your qusty, | | ‘ Lo
‘ The Petltlon of the Montreal Board of Trade,

!

Humb\y showeth, ‘ ‘ i

Thar, owing to the high rate charrred for po<taffe on lettexs n C'mada, the p'zyment thereof l‘ml 3 in No., 1. ‘
is evaded in eve1 y- po»sxblc way. -
~That were the postage reduced, the increase in the number of letters mailed would, in the
‘ opmlou of your Pctmonem shoxtly compensate for the reduction on each letter.. ‘

That the Government of the United States of America, profiting by the cxperxenc«, of the
~ working of the Postage Law of the United Kingdom, has recently passed a similar Act, with
" the exception, owing to the greater extent of the countr y compared to population, that the
uniform rates charwed are five cents or three-pence currency per half ounce in weight for the
first 300 miles, and ten cents for < any greater distance.

That an uniform rate, say throc-pcnu currency per half ounce if prepald or double that

vate if to be collected on delivery, would in the opinion of Your Petitioners be perfectly ap-.
plicable to Canada, ‘and by diminishing the temptation to evade’ the law so augment the
* number of letters sent by mail as not to impair the revenue.
Wherefore Your Petitioners humbly pr ay Your Majesty, in consuler'mon of the aforesaid

- Mpmumes, graciously to «m.oul to Your l'etltlonus such a measure of relief as to Your wisdom

‘may seem meet.
- And Your Petltlon(ns as in duty bmmd will ever pray.
‘ y (signed) G. ﬁInﬁatt
Plcsuleut uf the Momrca] chrd of Tlado

 Montreal, 21 Apiil 1845, B (uoned) - F. A. Willson,.
‘ ‘ v co Secretary. ;
| 5 - -\Io 2.~— | .
Corv of a DESPATCII from Lmd Sianley y.to Lord Mctcal 2, G. cs.. .
" My Lmd o ~ Downing-street, 31 July 1845. ©  No. 2.

T wave to U.Cl\llOW]Cd“‘e the u.culpt of your Lordslnp S desp‘ltch No. 255, of Lord Stanley 10 -
the 22d April, enclosing petitions to The Qucen from the Boards of Trade of Lurd Metealfe,
Quebec, Toronto and \dontreﬂ praying that an uniform low. rate of postage 2' “*¥ P45
may be substltutcd ior the rates now Tlevied in the Brmsh North American
' Provinces. e
. Having referred these petitlons for'the consideration of the Lords Comnns-

o s;oncrs of the Treasury, their. Lordshlps dlrected the Postmaster—general to C g

" make a report to them upon the subject. I now transmit to your Lordship a ~ o

" copy of that report, and have to state that Her Majesty’s Government see no \
reason to dissent from the opinion of the Postmaster-general, that it would be

" unadvisable to sanction at present any d1m|11ut10n in the rates of postaoe in the

" British North American Provinces. o

Your Lordship will return an answer to this effect to the petltwners who have
ad(hebsed Ier l\’h_]esty on the sub_)ect :

: "I have, &c .
. (signed) Slanlqy

Enclosuxes in No 2.

Sn, L IR ‘ B Tneasury Chambers, 26, July 184.) R L
Wirn reference to your letter of the 7th ultimo, enclosing copy of a despatch from the - Encl. in No. 2.
Governor-general of C(nmda, with petitions from’ the Bomds of Trade of Quebec, Toronto =+ .
and Montreal; praying that an uniform low rate of postage may be substituted for the rates -
now levied 'in the British North American Provinces, 1 am commanded by the Lords Com-
missioners of Her Majesty’s ‘I'reasury to transmit to you copy of a report from the. Post-
- master-general, dated the 5th instant, on'the subject, in order that it may be submitted for.;
" the consideration of Lord Stanley, and [ am to request that you will acquaint his Lordship -
that my Lords have not-seen auy reason to dissent from.the opinion submitted by the Post- -
. master-general in 1e<rmd to tlu. altemtxons in the 1ates o( posm e sugocsted m theV o
o pctmons ‘ ! C ‘ o S
_ : I am, &c S u
\smned) L(Iwa'rd Cardwell -

I R O S O To




No. 3.

> Lord Meteslfe to
. with a pctmon from tlmt body to Her 1 Majesty, relatmg to the Act passed in the .
“last bcssxon mmuled An Act for gr’xntlng Provmcml Dutles of Customs.

* Lord Staniey,
25 April 1845.

Eucl. in No. 3.

6 CORRESPO\’DE\CE )elatm, to POSTAGI:. A'l TORO\ITO

' To thc Right lmnoumbk the Lords Conum=510ners of Her M.gesty s Treasury

\Iy Lords, ' !
"1 uave the honour to return the z '1ccomp'mymg paper rcceived from the Colonhl Oﬁice -
through vour Lordships, containing poutmxxs 1o ler- “.qc:.ty in favour of a reducuon of
[u~t'1we hom the Bo‘nds of lmdu of Toronto, (dwbm, and Montreal ‘

The first rt*cnmmcndc an uniform rate on letters sent bv mail within thc provmcc, of "31] ‘

~ sterling, or 3d. currency when not exceeding half an ounce; two such rates when exceeding -
“half an ounce and not exceeding an ounce ; - and an addmoml rate for every half ounce over

and above an ounce. It also proposes a rate of 1d. currency ior every letter droppcd‘

~into a post-oflice for delivery only.

The second pctntlon rccommmda that the rate <hall be for a letter not e\ceedm" half an

~ounce, when conveyed by mail within the province, a distance of not more than 300 miles,
3. currency “above 300 and not exceeding 600 miles, 6d. currency, and so on ; to increase

according to distance:. The rates to increase by the half ounce,as proposed by the Board of

Trade of Toronto. A local mte of 1d." currency per lctter is also suggested in this
Cpe tition. : :

- The Board of Trade of \Tontre'tl pray for an umform nte throu"hout ‘Canada, of 3d. e
~currency per half ounce, 1f prepaid ; ‘but lctters to. be chalged double t]mt rate if posted

unpaid.

Your Lordships w 11! sce that cach proposal - differs- rmtenal!y f'rom the others, and that
cach wmcmpl.xtea an immense ruluctxon in the present rate of postage.

1 have given the subject much con@uleratxon, and I am’ not prepared at tLe present
noment to recommend a compliance with the prayer of any one of these parties. 1 consider

‘it bighly desirable that one uniform scile of rates should prevail throughout the provinces

of Britixh North America, as it would be most inconvenient that the post'we upon a letter,
say from a town in Nova Scotia toa town in Canada, should require to be calculated accord-

‘ing to three different scales and modes of charge ; and, while 1 am in hopes that there will

shontlv »e a surplus in the postage revenue, both of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, I feel

satisfied it would be a'most hazaxdous experiment to reduce the postage at present to any .
‘great extent in these two’ provinces. | I beg further to point out to your Lordships, that

according to the last accounts of the po~t-oth(,e in Canada received from Montreal, there

‘was only a surplus on the quarter of 110L 17s. 8d. sterling ; while at this moment I have
“before me a proposal from the Govc.rnox-weneml of Canada to reduce to a mere nominal .
“charge the postage on all printed forms and accounts sent and veceived by the public: .
‘dvp.u tmentsat Montre'ﬂ —u measure which, if carried out, I fear would immediately convert
this surplus into a very. l*u‘"e deficiency ; and undex all the':e circumstances, however | may
“wish to see 2 diminution i the rates of ])O:t.l‘.,*c in the North American provinces, | cannot |

rewm:m.nd your: Loulahlps at pxc:eut to "l\L your sanction to the 1cwlutwns pr oposed.
‘ ‘ - : 1 h'ue, &c. e
Gcncrul‘ Post Oﬁice, L (signed) Lonsdale.‘ -
5 July 1845, P e

‘ - ;No; 8. —
(l\ 257 ‘ ‘ ‘
F\'rrmcr of a DESPATCII from Lord [i!clca/fc, G c. B.; {0 Lurd Slame J,
| dated Government House, Montreal 25 AI)I‘I[ 1845 |

AT the mqucst of the Board of Trade of Tmonto, I beg leave to transmlt here-

| Enclosure in No 3 | ‘
'I‘O fHL QUEEN S MOQT L\CELLLNT MAJESTY
" MosT Gmcxous ﬁovnnmcw

The Petmon of the Board of 'lnade of thc Clty of Toronto,

‘ Most humbly showeth, ‘ ‘ Lo ‘
“Tuav in the late Session of the Pallnment ofCamth, an Act mtltuled “« An Act for

© mranting Provineial Duties of Customs,” was passed by the two Chambers of the Legislature,
o aud has siuce received the s.mctzon of hls L‘cccllemy the Govemor-vencral on. behalf of
‘ Yolu M(Uc\t\ :

That L




and of DUTIES ON GOODS IMPORTED INTO CANADA. 7

" That the said Act contains provisions by which discriminative or differential duties of
~ Customs are authorized to be levied on certain goods, in reference to the course of transport-

~ ation by which they may be brought into this province ; a rate of five per centum, ad valorem, '

~ being declared payable if “imported by sea,” but rates much higher “if imported otherwise

- than by sea.” R o JE T
That your Petitioners view with serious apprehensions the assumption on the part of 2=

Colonial Legislature, of the privilege of legislating on subjects involving the commercial
relations of any part of 'Your Majestys dominions with Foreign States; und they consider
that the power of enacting laws affecting the external trade of Your Mujesty’s Colonies,

‘cannot be exercised by any otherauthority than Your Majesty’s Imperial Parliament, without

endangering the ‘general interests of the commerce of the empire, and disturbing that
harmony of action and feeling between the Imperial and the Colonial authorities, which every

loyal and reflecting subject of Your Majesty must desire to see perpetuated. . =

That your Petitioners have the most unbounded confidence m' the wisdom and justice of

Your Mujesty’s Government, and have hailed, with the most heartfelt satisfaction, the recent -

declarations of Your Majesty’s Ministers, in reference to the propriety and expediency of
liberating commerce from all artificial restraints ; whilst in the happy allusion made by his
Excellency the Governor-general of this province, in his speech at the close of the Session
of our Provincial Parliament, on the 29th ultimo, to * the prosperity, contentment and hap-
piness which are naturally derived from wunfettered industry and prudent enterprise,” they
rejoice to perceive a manifestation of the same sentiments and principles which direct the
counsels of Your Majesty’s Government at home. ‘ o o

That your Petitioners have in all times past found Your Majesty, as well as Your Royal -
predecessors, ready and anxious to promote and foster the trade and prosperity of this .
colony, and that the many- valuable boons conferred upon the people of Canada have not
only strengthened that bond of uunion by which they are joined to Your Majesty’s empire,

hut have also clearly démonstrated, that in the hands of Your Majesty’s beneficent Govern-

ment, the interests of Your Majesty’s colonial subjects will be at all times wisely and "

parentally cared for. .-

~That your Petitioners are apprehensive that much unsteadiness in the commercial legis-

lation of this colony would ensue, were the power of regulating its external trade to be

delegated to the provincial legislature, ;as it is not to he concealed that the commercial .
- interests of the colony are very inadequately represented in the popular branch; nor under

any circumstances could it be expected that a legislative body placed at so great a distauce

. {rom the centre of commercial intelligence, and necessarily ignorant of all those important
- facts which immediately bear upon the commercial relations existing, or likely to exist,

between Your Majesty and foreign powers, would be able to direct the. course of external

trade 8o as not to involve Your Majesty in serious and continual misunderstandings with |
such foreign powers ; much less, indeed, could it be expected that these misunderstandings . -
~would not arise, should every distinct colonial legislature of Your Majesty assume a similar =
.~ power; for, in this case, there would be as many distinct tariffs of imposts on foreign .
- 1mportations, as there would be distinct legislative bodies; changing too with every change
* of party ascendancy, or graduated to meet, not the real and sound interests of the people, -

s0 much as to appease the clamour of ill-informed or misguided sections of them.

‘ That your Petitioners appreciate too strongly the greatimportance of steadiness in'com-
. mercial legislation, and especially in its fiscal department, to warrant their desiring to see
the interests of commerce perilled by a change in Your Mzjesty’s colonial policy, which.
~ would unhinge the portals within which the commerce of Your Majesty’s colonies have so. -
“long found security, and have enjoyed an unbroken prosperity to which they would other-

. S ‘
wise have been utter strangers.

. That the despatches of Your Majesty’s Secretary of State for the colonies, addressed to
‘his. Excellency the Governor-general of Canada, under dates, ¢ Downing-street, 28th June
'1843,” and 26th September 1844,” are conceived in terms which must fully accord with

- the views and wishes of your Petitioners, who consider the principles of colonial commercial
legislation therein prescribed to be not only strictly compatible with the best interests of -
- the colony, but also the most vital safeguard of colonial dependency. T

- That, apart from the objections entertained by your Petitioners towards the exercise. of

the power of enacting laws relating to the external trade of this colony by the provincial . *
legislature, there is mvolved in the Act of the Parliament of Canada, herein referred to, a .
‘principle of distinctive and unjust class: legislation, against which your Petitioners most:
- respectfully beg leave to protest. In'the discussion' which took place in the Legislative = -

Assembly on' the provisions of this Act, it was freely announced by the supporters of the

measure, that the final object of the introduction of differential duties on imports, in re-
ference to their course of transportation, was, the forcing of the carrying trade between the
" United States, Atlantic markets and Western Canada from its present course into the -
. navigation of the waters of the River St. Lawrence, in order to secure for the canals on.
" these waters the tolls derivable from this trade. ' Your Petitioners believe that were there .
not another argument left to them, by which to prove the unsafety of entrusting the regu-. .
+ lation of our foreign colonial trade to a provincial legislature, this one fact would, in the = .
' eyes of so culightened and liberal a Government as that of Your Majesty, be abundantly - =
. sufficient. . - R P B Lo
‘That if the benefits derived from the existence of public works, which have: cost the -
‘people of this colony so large an amount of money, are to be accompanied by restrictions'
*upon their commerce, which cannot fail to prove ruinous to the trade of Western Canada,
ca2b3. e ag o o o then
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then would your Petitioners most humbly state that it had been well for the country if no.
such works had ever been originated. * To open up lines of traflic and thoroughfure for'
the purpose of facilitating the operations of trade, and then to destroy all collateral
facilities under the pretext of maintaining one grand-line, your Petitioners consider a most
unjust course of policy. o SR ‘ : ‘
That the cities of Montreal and Toronto are each situate about 400 miles from the port of
New Yok, the general mart in'which all goods from the United States are purchased by . .
Cenada nierchiaaits; the present Jine of convevance from New York to Toronto being by
inland navigation, id the Hudson River, the Eric and Oswego Canals and Lake Ontario;
the rate of freight about 55 cents per cwt., and the time required varying from four to ten
davs, "That the distance from Montreal to Toronto is about the same as from New York
to Toronto, and the rates of freight on these two lines are generally nearly equal; and con-
sequently were the merchants of Western Canada to be obliged to. “ import by sea,” the .
distance, thne and charges would be all increased proportionally; the voyage from New
York to Montreal would be little 'short of that from Liverpool. 'The coasting navigation
along the shores of New England, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and through the Gulf and
River St. Lawrence, is not surpassed in danger by any in the world; one of Your Majesty’s *
mail steam packets not long since, in fine weather, ran ashore on an island between Beston

and Halifux, and, notwithstanding every exertion to save her, became a total wreck. The =

insurance at certain periods through the Gulfis as high as six and even ten per cent. The
period of open waters is at least one month, and often six weeks ' in'our half’ seasons, less

than by the present line. 1t is of importance to state that the charge of insurance is never |

incurred on goods imported from New York by the present line of transportation, .
That, contending against all these disadvantages, Your Petitioners most respectfully

submit, ‘that the present traders ot Western Canada, who purchase limited assortments in- -

the United States market :for cash, or on short credits, would not be able to continue to

compete in-this trade if forced to bring their goods into the province by the tedious,

~ perilous and expensive course of navigation by sea, referred to; and that the consumers of
"+ Western Canada, who are an agricultural population, and may be said to be the sole pro- -
~ ductives of this colony, must be the ultimate sufferers from ail these disadvantages.

That the operation of the proposed system of differential duties would be, if in the
nature of human affairs it were practicable, to render the whole trade between the United
States and Western Canada tributary to the heavy capitalists of Eastern Canada, and thus,

" for the benefit of a very small number, to inflicta most serious injury on the great industrial
mass of the population. But Your Petitioners most respectfully submit, that no such fiscal +
enactment us would be adequate to the proposed resulis could ever be carried into effectual

~ operation in this colony. The difference in the rates of duties requisite to cover such serious

- disadvantages on the part of the importer by seu, would merely become the profit margin

~ of ‘the smuggler, who is never slow to benefit by the existence of unwise : fiscal legislution.

- For every shilling that our canals would profit by the change, the public revenue would

lose twenty by the evasions of the illicit trader. Nor would the pecuniary injury thus sus-

tained by the province be the greatest evil catailed upon it ; the demoralization of thonsands-
~ of the population would result; and though the repeal of the law might remove the tempta-
“tion to: crime, it could not, at the same time, eradicate its propensities to it which it had
generated. S SR
" That Your Petitioners would not consider the trivial items placed under differential duties, -
in the Act referred to, as calling upon them to trespass on the forbearance of Your Majesty, -

by petitioning for a repeal of the Act.  Your Petitioners are happy that as yet they have to . - '

complain against an impending rather than an existing evil; for though some of the articles

coumerated under differential duties are placed under very high rates, if brought by inland -
* navigation, in comparison with the rate to be levied “when imported’ by sea,” ‘yet the

trifling amount of these goods imported from the United States into Canada would pre- -

"+ vent the operation of the law being ever seriously felt. But as the supporters of the prin-

_ciple of differential duties could never have conceived their purpose to be much advanced by
this partial developement of the system, Your Petitioners conceive that a due regard to:

their duty as faithful subjects of Your Majesty, and a becoming respect to the commercial, .-~
and agricultural interests of. Western Canada, imperatively call upon them to place before.

“Your Majesty their views upon this important subject, o N e
Your Petitioners thercfore pray thut Your: Majesty will be graciously pleased to employ

such means as to Your Majesty may seem. proper for the prevention of any enactment by~ :'

.the Legislature of : this colony, which may institute 'differential, rates' of duties on the
imports of the colony; and that Your Majesty will issue such instructions. to the Executive

~of this province as may tend to the prevention of all fiscal or other regulations calculated o

tn favour the interests of any particular class of Your Majesty’s subjects, to the disadvantage -
~of the remainder, . =~ - Co R L BT
| ‘An‘deou‘r Pe(itiohers,‘ ;as in duty bound, will ever pray, &ec. .

' Forand by orderof the Board, at the city of Toronto,  this 7th day of April in the' y(‘:‘uyr L

‘ . of our Lord 18145, = e S o

L K : . (signegl) * " Geo. Perc Ridout, President. " . .

oo des. Workman, Vice-President, .

o “and 38 others.

~ Aano




o direct.

‘ | ~ Anno Octavo Victori® Reervz.—Cap. [IL S

- A~ Acr for granting Provincial Duties of Customs.—[17th March 1845.] = ..
Wrrreas it is expedicnt, from and after the time hereinafter mentioned, to repeal so much
of the Acts hereinafter mentioned as imposes any duties of customs, to the end that other
duties may be imposed inlieu thereof: Be it therefore Enacted, by tie Qrecn’s Most
- Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legisistive Couneil and of
_ the Legislative Assembly of the province of Canada, coustituted and assembled Ly virtue of
“and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdean of Great
Britain and Ireland, and intituled, “ An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower

Canada and for the Government of Canada,” and it is hereby enacted, by the authority. of !

| - the same, That upon, from and after the 6th day of April 1845, so much of the Act passed

in the session held in the 4th and 5th years of Her Majesty’s reign, and intituled, “ An-

Act to repeal certain Acts therein mentioned, and to consolidate the Laws relating to the
Provincial  Duties to be levied on Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported . into this

Province,” or of an- Act'passed in' the 7th year of Her Majesty’s reign, and intituled, “ An:

~ "Act to continue for a limited time the Duties imposed on Agricultural Produce and Live
Stock imported into this Province,” as imposes any duty of customs on any goods, wares
and merchandize or agricultural produce imported into this province, shall be, and so much
of the said Acts is hercby repealed ; any thing in the Act ‘
to continue that last above cited, to the contrary notwithstanding.

Il. And beit éﬁééted. that 3u‘pon, from ‘and after the said day; in lieu ‘a‘nd‘instead“of all

other duties of customs imposed by any Provincial Act (except the duty upon foreign wheat -
imposed by the Act passed in:the 6th year of Her Majesty’s reign, and intituled, * An Act

_to mmpose a Duty upon Foreign Wheat imported into this Province "), there shall be raised,
levied, collected and paid unto Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, upon goods, wares

| 3353

and of DUTIES ON GOODS IMPORTED INTO CANADA. ¢

Preanble,

&0 much of the Acy

485 Viet.e. 14, 0r
7 Vict. ¢. 2, a8 impuoses
any Duties of Customs,

repealed from and after ~

the 6th day
next, o

o dpi

passed during the present session o

The duties set forth in
the Schedule to be in-
stead of all others, . -
except that on foreign
wheat. o

“and merchandize imported into this province, except . on foreign wheat and such articles and
- commodities as are mentioned in the table of exemptions annexed to this Act, the several

" duties of customs respectively inserted, described and set forth in the Table to this Act
*“annexed, and intituled, “Table of Duties of Customs inwards:” Provided always, That
© 'nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal any tonnage ‘duty, or any duty except

“'such as is imposed on goods, wares or merchandize  imported into this province : And pro-

. 'vided also, that if any timber, sawed lumber, or other article enumerated in the Schedule to

. ‘this Act under : the head “ Wood,” shall be imported into this province on or before the

© " 5thday of July next, in fulfilment or execution of any contract for the delivery thereof
* . within this province, bond fide made and entered into before the 1st day of February last

past, it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council, on due proof thereof, to remut the
‘amount of duties imposed by this Act, and to order and appoint that no other or higher

Provisa,

Proviso as to timber,

sawed lumber, &c. cone

tracted for before the
1st Febrogry, and -

.imported on or before -

the 5tk July pext, -

duty than that which was by law in force. immediately before the passing of this Act, shall -
be levied and collected on the timber, sawed Jumber or other article aforesaid to be imported - -

in manner and by the day in that behalf above set forth.

~ J1L. And be it Enacted, That the duties by this Act imposed shall be deemed to be Quties
within the meaning of the Act passed during the present Session of the Provincial Legisla-
! ture, und intituled, “ An Act to provide for the Man:’zgement of the Customs, and of Matters

relative to the Collection of the Provincial Revenue ;” ct : ‘
“and of this Act, the said duties shall be ascertained, raised: levied, collected, paid and

i recovered, under the provisions under which duties on like articles were ascertained, raised, =

Duties to be subjact to”

the Management Act of

this Session,

subject to the provisions of which Act,

B levied, collected, paid and recovered immediately before the 6th day of April aforesaid (or ' -

"if no duties were then imposed on like articles, then ‘under the provisions of the Act first

cited), and other laws applicable to the provincial customs generally, unless some Act be
passed during the present Session for the general regulation of the customs, in which case ::

“all the duties hereby imposed shall be ascertained, raised, levied, collected, paid and -

- recovered under the provisions of such Act. ‘

A And beiit Enacted, That all sums of monéj which shall axjig(; from the. ‘d“l‘xties ,‘hei‘éby”
‘imposed, shall be paid to the Receiver-general, by the collectors and other officers and per--

~.sous by whom' the same shall have been received, and :shall form part of the Consolidated
Revence Fund of this province, and shall be accounted for to Her Majesty, Her heirs and

© successors, through the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, -

Duties to form i)art of .

the Consolidated Re. -
venue Fund. " -

Accpﬁxnﬁng clause. -

. in such manner and foim as Her' Majesty, Her heirs and successors, shall be pleased to

i

V. Provided always, and be it Enacted, That the provincial duty payable on any goods,
wares or merchandise (except foreign wheat), which having been warehoused in bond before
this Act shall come into force, shall be ‘taken out of. the warehouse after that time (except
for exportation) shall be the duty,imposed on such goods, wares and ‘merchandize by this

Wlat Duties nhuilbé o ‘\

paid on goods ware- ~
housed before this Act ‘
wasin force, . .

Act, and no other, as if the same had been imported into this province at the time when

‘they shall be so taken out of the warehouse.

'VI. And be it Enacted, That all sums of money which shall arise from the duties ‘Béréby
imposed, and, set forth in words and figures 'inthe said “ Table of Duties of  Customs

G263 T e B e

PR

Curréﬁ?y, ;veig‘bh and
measures by which the -
Duties shall be caleu- .

©Inwards,” shall be sterling money, and payable in such coins'as may by law be current in i,

'+ this province, and equivalent to the amount of sterling money to which such:duties may & -
-~ amount in any case; and the weights and measures in the ‘said Table mentioned and set. '
PR T T B T e forth,
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Prt;ponion to be b

served.

. . Act may be altered
. duting this Session.

Daties. .

~ Animals; viz. - o T Y )
Cows and heifers, each - - - - - - - - el 1 -
o Calves,each -~ - - - - - - - ~ - =} - 5 <
" Goats,each - =~ - - . - <o < -~ - -1 - 2 6
"' Horses mares, creldmgs, colts, fillies, foals, cach -~ ' = - =1 110 -
‘Kids, each -~ - T T IR I
Lambs, each ~ - - - - - - - - - e -1 -
Oxen, and bulls and steers,each - - . - & - - -} 110 -
Pigs (suckmv),each T T R S T
Swine and hog>, each - ‘-0 - - < - - - -} 5 -
_ Sheep, cach ~ L T ST - - e -2 2
Gram,vnz ‘ S R R
Balley,thpqualter C- ‘ . T Y T I
- Buckwheat, bear, big, the quanter - ‘ o -j T R BN B
. Oats, the quarter - L= - - =l -2 -
" Maize or Indian corn (the quartel to be 480 lbs ), the quarter - - - 3 -
- Rye, beans, peas, the quarter - -1 - 3 -
. Meal, of all the above grains, and of W heat not bolted the 196 lbs ]- -2 -
Wheat flour, per barrel of1961bs R T SR R i
“Bran or shorts, theewt. - . = . - - - - 2 - L] - -3
. Hay,theton ~ - - -7 - y—j‘-f:‘-"- el = s = 6 -
. Straw, theton - - - I T R B
Hops,thelb‘ B T IIRCTE IS T
- Liquids, viz. ' ‘ ‘ ' ‘ S R
o Ale and beer, if 1mported otherwise than by sea, the gallon . ~ . -} < ~ '3
Ale and beer, in bottle -~ - ditto -~ - the dozen - ~ el =1 =
Cider and Perry - - - ‘ditto - - thegallon =~ -} - =" 1
‘,Vmerrar - .- = . - ditto - | - the gallon - - - =3
When unpon ted by sea, ﬁve per centum ad valorem. B ‘ o
Provmons, viz.: o S i o
. Butter, the cwt. ~ - ‘: B L
- Bacon, the ewt. = -  - ST R T S Y R SRR
Cheese,thecwt, = i~ [« - - el . - = -2 .6
~ Hams, theewt.' - < . - o o e e el S B
~ Meats, salted or cured, the ewt, . - e’ - e S e e -2 =
‘ .Meats, fresh, of all l\mds, theewt. - -~ | - - - ‘-_ - -4 -
‘ C.mdies, Sperm or Wax, thelb, - - - - < o e o < <2
‘ All other kinds, when 1mported otherwnse than by sea, the lb - - =1
‘ And if imported by sea, five per centum ad valorum C R
: Potatoe= the bushel  «: . - B R PP SR |
- Salt, lmported otherwise than by sea, the barrel wewhmg net 280 s, | = 2 6
lmportedby sea,the ton - - - el - iuss e e e~
Leather; viz. ' AP L T
,Goat skins, tanned, tawed or in any way dressed per dozen - -ji~ 5 -
Lamb or sheep sluns tanned, tawed or in any way dressed, perdozen | .~ 2 6 -
* Calf skins, tanned, tawed or in any way dressed,perlb, - - -} - -6
Kip skins, tanned, tawed or in any way dressed, per b, - - -l - =38
- . ‘Harness leather, per 1b, - e e e e e e e - -8
- Upper leather, per 1b.’ -fj B T L -] o~ -2
. Sole leather, pertb. - - - - - o o .o s 1
- Leather cut into shapes, perlb. - - & . L e L =6
1.eather Manuf’actures, viz. boots, shoes and calashes, viz., o BRI
‘ Women’s boots, shoes and calashes of leather, per dozen pairs. ~ . ~| =~ 7:.6. .
. Women's boots and shoes of silk, satin, jean or other \tuﬂ's, kidor|
- morocco, otherwise than by sea, per dozen pairs .-+ - | - -] - 7 61,

- forth, slnll be the mmeml \\elwhts and measures. now by law established in the Umted o
Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland ; and in all’ cases where the said duties are imposed |
, ‘ﬂccordmu to any specific quantity or any specific value, the same shall be deemed to apply ‘

‘ m the same proportlon to any greater or less quantlty or value.

' VII. And be it Eracted, That this Act may be amended or 1epealed by any. Act to be

‘ passed in 'this present session of the Provmclal Legxslatnre

SCHEDULEA

TABLE OF Duru.s 0}' Cusrous I\wmms.

‘ Amxc1.ns~ | : ] bwy Stﬂ‘}ms

And if. by sea, ﬁve per centum ad va\orem. . ;
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| amlofDUTIES ON GOODS IMPORTED INTO CANADA T

‘ o S Duty Sterhng AR
Leather M'muf'actures viz. boots, shoes and calashes-—contwued 3 —_—
Girls’ boots, shoes and calashes of leather, under seven mches in lentrth ‘£.V~s. d.
perdozenpalrs T e L IS N
erle hoots and shoes of silk, satin, Jean or other stuﬁ's, kld or morocco, S
- otherwise than by sea, per dozen pairs - = | - - - -l -3
‘ And if by sea, five per centum ad valorem. E S I
Men’s boots, of leather,per pair [~ - -4 - - - -l .~ 276
Men's shoes - ditto ; ditto - = - = - . e e} <1 e
Boys’ boots ditto * under eight mches in length, per pair =+ - - - - 1.3
- Boys’ shoes dntto o dxtto s - = dite . - -~} - -9
Suﬁar viz, v AU ‘
Mauscovado and cIayed that has not underﬂone any process whatever, |+
for refining or otherwise, thelb. = ~ * ~ - - - S BRI §
Reﬁned in loaves, lumps or crushed, and sugar candy, the lb - - - -2
‘ ~Bastard, and all other sugars whatever, the IV, fe e e - - - -1
: Coﬁ'ee, reen,the b, - - - - - L o d . S e =
‘ Roa:ted the Ib. - e - - - e e e e Al e =2
Ground, thelb‘ B - - -0 - - - - - 4
“Cocon, thelb, - - - B T B
: Paste,chocolatc, thelb. - - - - - - - - R
Tea, the 1b. - - - . - -~ - e e e - -1
'Tob'xcco, unmanuf'wtured thelb. B - -1
Manufactured, the b, R TR PR .
-Segars, the 1b. - N - - - e el -2 -
CSnuft,thelb. -, - - -« - - <o o o - - Za
" Molasses and treacle, the cwt : R R T S L
' Syrups, per gallon B I T T BT
“‘Frult viz. ‘ A o o : ‘
- ;)Almonds,perlb - e e e . - - . e = - -1
XV;,Apples,perbushe\-i S N PR e
- - Apples, dried, per bushel - T T R S -1 -
. Currants,perewt, - = = = & . - o X
.. Figs,perewt, - =" - < - - - - - - - - 5 -
Nuts,perlb T T L AER N BT S
']‘ears,perbushel R T PR - - - -1 -
Prunes, perlb. . - - el e - - - - -1
Ramns,m boxe< per Ib. - e . - e a - - - -1 .
Raisins, in kegs, or otherwnse than i in boxes, perlb. - - - - -~ - -3
- Maccaroni and Vermicelli, per lb.- - - - - - - =1
Olive oil, in casks,per gallon - .~ = .« -, - - - - - - 4
o in jars and hottles, per gallon LA T RPN KPR
. Lard oil, per gallon - - - e e - - - - - ~ -~ 4.
" Linseed ml raw or boiled, per gal[on e . - - - B
"~ India rubber boots and shoes,per palr . - - - =~ 6
bprcee viz. S ‘ o
Cassxa,perlb e el e e e e e e e - -2
- Cimmamon, perlb, - = - = . o o - . e - e
i .~ Cloves, per Ib. = el e e e e e . S R
 ‘Nutmegs,perlb. =~ - ' = o .. o - Te Lo - -~ 4
‘ leento,perlb e e e e e e e e e - - -3
Pepper, of all kinds, per 1b. - - e e - L. -~ = -3
: Mace,pnrlb Ce “'-‘ e ) B
‘fWOOd wize ‘ I - s
‘Pme, whxte, and in proportron for any smaller quanuty thereof, per |~ .
v IOOOCublcfeet - ‘-“‘-‘ T T e =118 -
: l’me, red, per 1,000 cubxc feet - - - . - e e -]l 118 -
+ Oak, per 1,000 cubic feet - : -'” R .‘; e el 2y -
Brrch, per 1,000 cubic feet - T L A P P Y 210 -
. Ash, elm, tamarac or hacmatac, and other woodq not herem charged with | .~ .
‘ duty,perlOO()cubrcfeet - - - e e e e el 106 -
. Staves, standard or measurement pcr standard mllle « e e el 106 -
Puncheon or West India: | ‘ - : Lo
thte oak, per.standard mille SRR ~ e e e S =10 -
‘Red oak, per standard mille - =~ < - “ - -7 &
- Ash, per standard mille - - - <, . ot e o T -
Barnel, perstandard mille- . .- = o - - o L b S g AT
. Deals, pine, per Quebec standard 100 . -~ - T~ < o w15 -
.~~~ spruce, per Quebec standard 100 T R I BT Rl N
~ Handspikes, per dozen' “u-‘g‘“-u - - . e e e . - - 8
L Oars, per pair - | = e ol e e oo Sl DR FR
Plankb, boards and all kmds of sawed lumber, not herem charged wnh o
 duty, per’ 1,000 superﬁc1a1 feet, inch thick e Tea et Ly 67
. And 80 in proportxon for any greater thrckness ' o B

. - 263 B S T F T N P | Spiries .
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Duty Sterlmg.

Spmts or qtrono' VVaters of all sorts viz. . \ T 1 £ s d
For every gallon of such spirits or strong waters, except rum, of any L
~ strength not exceeding the strength of pnoof by Sykes’ hydrometer,

‘and so in proportion for any greater strength than the strength of :
proof and for any greater or less quantity than a gallon, the ‘f'lllon -1 =1

o Rum, - - dltto‘-"‘- ditto - - drtto - the gallon - - w.‘.":.,c

And further for anv excess over h)drometer proof an equal 'Iddmonalj
duty per gallon to the duty imposed upon the said spirits and rum
by any Act or Acts of the Imperial Parliament, and payable in |
this province, until the same shall be provided for by any Act . of
~ the Imper ial Parliament of Great Britain and Ircland

For every gallon of such spirits or strong waters or rum, sweetened or
mixed with any article so that the devflee oi strength tlu.reol cannot
be ascertained, the gallen - - 1= -0 - - et L

‘ \Vme, of all kinds, the gallon - .- '~ - f;f-‘ - - :-’ -1 - - 3
"And 10 per centumn ad valorem. L : R ‘

3 Anchovxes and sardines, preserved in 011 fol every 1001 of thc \'llue - =
Biscuits and crackers, ditto -~ -~ TR
Clocks and watches, ditto - = -~ <" = - e - -

- Carriages and vehicles of all kinds, unenumerated, (htto . - - - -

K Extracts, essences and per(umuy ditto. -1~ - . - - - -

: Eggs, ditto - - - -~ - - -l e - - - -
- Fruit, unenumerated, dltto - . - e - - - - .
F’mmnﬂ' and bark~nul]s, ditto - -~ - - - - - ==l

‘ Machmery, unenumerated, ditto - - - - -« - - ‘

~ Oils, unenumerated, ve"etable, volatile, chemlcal and essentlal ditto - = -

‘Pickles and sauces, dnto- B
Poultry and game, ditto - - o
Playing ca1d~ dito - - - - - e e o .
Sausages and puddmgs, ditto C-
Qeeas, not enumerated, ditto ' - - - - - - - - ‘-‘
Vegetables not enumerated ditto * - - - - - - -
Goods, wares, and merchandize not otherwise chawed with duty, and' not g

- herein declared to be free of duty, for every 100/ of the value- T RN TS
 Ashes of all kinds, for. every 100L of the value - - === ‘

- Bark, ditto. - - e ‘.:" - . e

" Burr stones; unwrought, d:tto - - L A
‘Berries, nuts, and veoreta.bles used. prmcxpally in dyemg, ditto - - -

- Cotton wool, ditto -~~~ - - - - - -

- Coals, ditto g - - - - - - - -
Fur skins or peltnes undresced or unmanufactured ditto B
‘Hemp, flax, and tow, ditto” -~ - - - - - - - -

. Hides, raw, ditto  ~ - = -~ TR ] | R
. Mahogany and hardwood unmanufactured fox furmtme dxtto R R
Plglron, ditto- - .~ - - - - . - - - - ‘ :
Palmoil, ditto ' - -~ - - - - - - oo
Sawlogs,dltto T I
~.Sodaash, ditto - - et - - a el e e 2L
Tallow, ditto - =~ - - - = . - - - - L

+ Lard, ditto ,-m‘-_-; S U
Fxshonl ditto . - e L el - - = e L. -
Fish, salted or cured, dltto - Do A e e e e
Oysters, lobsters and turtles, ditto

t

1
]
!
]
4"‘ ‘
'
[ ]
1
\

- Esemptiops. - ' o ‘ - ExemprioNns.
: ‘ ‘ o Anatomlcal pre aratlons. : - ‘ L
i (l)‘op(;es of the Holy: Scnptures prmted in the Umted ngdom of Great Bntam and o
- Irelan ‘
Coin and bulhon. . ‘ ‘ ‘ : ‘ U
* Donations of books or clothmg specmlly 1mported for the use of or to be dnsmbuted gra- B
tmtously by any charitable society in the provmce ‘ , , L
Fish, fresh, not described. ~ =~ - L ’ e o
Horses and carriages of travellers, and ‘horses; cattle nnd camages and other vehlcles when T
. employed in carrying merchandize, together with the necessary harness a.nd tackle, 50 long e
- as the same are bond fide in use for that purpose. - ‘ .
‘Hides and tallow, and offal of cattle and swme slaughtered m bond
- Manures of all kinds. ‘ ‘
S Models of machmery, and of other mventlons and 1mprovements in the arts.
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Old junk or oakum. S | | .

- Packages containing dutiable articles. ‘ : '
Plulosophleal apparatus, instruments. books, nnps, statuary, busts and casts of marble,

4;?;3!7/

bronze, alabaster or phster of Paris, paintings, dmwm«rs, engravings, et(,hmtr specxmens of

_sculptures, cabinets of coins, medals, gems and all other collectlons of 'mtrqumes, provided

the same be specially imported in frood faith for the use’ of any society incorporated or -

“established for philosophical or llter'uy purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine arts,
or for the use or by the order of 'my umversxty, eolleve, academy, school or seminary of
“learning within this province.

Arms or clothing, which any contractor or contr’tctors, comxmssary or commissaries, sha]l‘ ‘

rmport or bring into the province for the use of Her Majesty’s army or navy, or for the use

of the. Indian nations in this province, provided the duty otherwise payuble would be |

defn 'Lyed or borne by the Treasury of the United Kingdom or of this provmce
Specimens in natural history, mineralogy and botany

© Seeds of all kinds, farming utensils and implements of husbandry, ammals for the im-
~ provement of stock, when speu‘llly unported in trood ﬁuth by any socrety mcorporated or

established for the encoumwement of atrrzculture.
Trees, shrubs, pl.mts bulbs or roots.

* Wearing apparel in actual use, and other personal eﬂ’ects not nerchandlze 1mplements‘

and tools of trade of handicraftsmen in the cccupation or empioyment of persons coming . -

“into the province for the purpose of actually settling therein.

Also, cordage, pitch, tar, turpentine, leather, leatherwure, fishermen’s clothmcr and hosrery, ‘

fishing cmft, utensils and instruments imported into- the district of Gaspé from the United

[\mudonl or the Chanuel Islands for the use of the fisheries carried on therein, subject to
such leorulatnous as the principal officer - of Customs at the Poit of Quebec shall make, and
which he is hereby empowered to establish, for the purpose of ascertaining that such amdes ‘

~ are bord fide mtulded o be apphcd tor the use ot Sucll ﬁkhLllC

(VO 17) o --x\0 4

y E‘(TRACT of a DTSPAICII from the Rl“‘ht honourable W.E. (: ludstone to
i Lord Catllcmt K.C. B., dated Dowmn(r-street, l*ebruary 184()

AN unportant questlon was broufrht under the notlce of my predecessor mth
respect to the imposition of drﬁerentlal duties upon goods brought into Canada
~ otherwise than by sea. The purpose of such duties would avow edlv be, to otfer
~ a premium upon traffic by way of the St. Lawrence, as compared with traffic by
- .way of New York and other parts of the United States. .
o In respect to any proposal having this object, Her Majesty’s Goverument have

\TOQ - fo “‘ ,
ng,ht Hon WO E.L 7
Gladstone to Lord “
-Cathcart, i
3 February 1846

- to consider, in the first place, whether they shall adopt such a policy, make it
. their own, and introduce measures into the 'mperral Parliament for the purpose

" of giving effect to it ; in the second; whether, if they are not inclined to such a

| course, they shall still leave it open to the l’rovmual Legislature to deal with -

"' the question as one of internal rather than of imperial concern..

Upon the first of these points, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty R

- Government do not intend to propose to Parliament any measure for the impo- .

~ sition of new differential duties upon goods brought into Canada by land carriage .
- and inland navigation. Their opinion is, that both the St. Lawrence and the -
route of the United btates have their own commercial qdvantages. . The Imperial -

Statutes already throw an additional weight, which' 1 hold to be not inconsider-

. able, into the scale. of . the: former route; and T do not think it would elther be

- advisable in the partlcu]ar case, or befit the commercial policy: of the British

Legislature,’ that 1t should undertake further to aﬂect the rompetmon between‘
3 them

Asa consequence of what I have already stated you wrll 1ead11y mfer that I‘

" cannot authorize your Lordship to recommend the introduction of any, measure -
- of the kind with’ the authorrty whlch you possess as the representatlve of Her; ‘

. Majesty.

. But, on the other hand 1 must. glve a dlﬁ'erent reply to the questlon, whether o

= you are  to’ intimate d1sapprova1 of such a measure, if - you should' find ‘it to be

‘ uneqmvocally demanded by the general sentlment of the commumty, and should‘ -

be presented to you for legislative sanction. ..

- You are aware that it is arule of 1mper1a1 pollcy generally to reserve, to Par-‘ -

hament the consideration of any, questlon of dlﬂerentml or protective duty which N
‘063 L e - 53 oo may o
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may arise in the colonies. Not refusing to make due allowance for suvsisting

' irregularities of practice.in this respect, I am desirous, in prospective legislation,

to adhere to' this maxim.' But I grant that it is' more strictly applicable to

(naritime commerce* than to the case of a colony having direct and extended -

relations along a frontier of many hundred miles ‘with a foreign country. ~ Your:

‘Lordship is therefore -authorized to view the question as one to be determined

-~ according to the convictions of the people of Canada, whatever they may be, when "

constitutionally brought before you in the form of a legislative measure. . . .

‘With regard, however, to the form of any such enactment, supposing it to be

_introduced into ‘discussion, 1 would suggest what appears to Her Majesty’s

“Government a decided improvement; upon that which is employed in the Act of

the last Scssion *For granting Provincial Duties of Customs.” - The lower rate
of duty, when a distinction is made, should be extended to ‘¢ goods imported.

_otherwise than by sea from a British possession,” as well as to goods imported
by sea. . The practical or commercial etfect of the change might be trivial ; but
it would obviate an objection of general principle to an arrangement, under. -

which importation from a British posscssion is, under given circuinstances, made - ..

subject to a heavier burden than direct maritime. importation from a foreign

- country.

- 'No. 5.
Right hon,
W. E. Giadstone
to’ Farl Catheart,
3 February 1846,
' ‘I\'n. ‘

) 257,95 April 1845,
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, 25 April 1845,
, 6Aay 1845,
» 9 May 1845,
» 23 May 1845,
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. — No.5. — ‘ -
Extracrof a DESPATCIH from the ﬁig11t honourablc W. E. Gladstone to -
’ - Earl Catheart, K.C.B., datedDox\'ni‘ng-s‘treet, ‘Serb‘ruary 1846. “

- Tux several despatches enumerated in the margin I acknowledge, and. propose -

to answer together, because they are all referable to the same common subject of-
the Act of the Canadian Legislature of the 17th of last March, ch. 3. (No. 210),
for granting Provincial Duties of Customs. = This Act stands for the signification
of Her Majesty’s pleasure; and [ am not able, until an amendment shall have -

been introduced into it, to advise Her Majesty to allow it.. -

. Tt'involves two principles of great importance, the fivst directly, and the second -

‘ .Videi\‘page 13.

. to range generally from 10°/, up to 25%, or 30°%,, ad valorem. In some casesa .

the duty is uniform.-

virtually.

'

"The first is the distinction between goods sea-borne a

d goods otherwise im-

~ported.  Upon this subject I need simply refer you to.what 1 have stated in
regard to the proposal to Jevy inland countervailing duties upon goods generally, - -
- Tam not, your Lordship will perceive, precluded by a difficulty arising upon this' .

part of the measure from advising its allowance; hut I also find; that for the
duty of 5°/, which has heretofore been payable upon leather and leather manufac- .
tures imported into Canada, rated imposts have been substitated, which appear

distinction is taken in favour of sea-borne articles ; in others the application of *

H .

Her, Majesty’s Government are not prepared to assent to the imposition on -

~“such British goods as are ordinarily sent to Canada from the United Kingdom,
vor from a British possession, of rates of duty substantially higher than ‘those .

- take no objection to the substitution for duties «d valorem, of such fixed amounts’ .~

which were levied under the previous Provincial Customs Act, although they

- as may be considered on the average equivalent to them. Your Lordship will -

~ consider this’ as their fixed decision, and will make it known accordingly. ‘An , -
- pensable.;

' the duties upon f

amendment of the Act, to bring it into conformity with this decision, is.indis- .
Her Majesty’s Government weuld very reluctantly consent to an'increase of
oreign goods when imported by sca into the British colonies, as - -

"+ they stood before the passing of the Act now under consideration. = © ... .o

. Government, to extend this view to maritime comrmerce, without the risk of great '
.inconvenience. = L P T B PR

. If it be possible to consider the inland carriage as a matter rather for adjust-:. .,
~ ment in the province than as raising an imperial question, in-which the particular.

colony can only be regarded as a portion of an empire animated by a (éent‘r.ala;id;f‘-
single principle of action, it is not ‘possible, in the judgment of ‘Her Majesty’s :

o

S Ay
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‘ Aﬁy increasé; however, of the kind to which I refer, must not o‘nlyy be speci-

fically and avowedly laid upon foreign goods, and upon foreign goods alone, when

~ the article is one likewise produced in the United Kingdom or in the British: 3
" Possessions, and entering into the trade between them and the province of Canada, -

‘but must likewise be supported by strong and special considerations to be stated

for the information of the Governmeut. ‘Whatever influence of persuasion your |
Lordship. can’exercise, you will employ for the purpose of recommending an
adherence to the commercial principles of the circular of my predecessor, dated

" June 28, 1843, or at the least, of moderating the disposition to call for augmenta-
tions of differential duties upon foreign productions. . . Co ‘

 —No.b— o
. ' CircuLar DESPATCH from Lord Stanley. S
o Sir, ’ | RN ; Downing-s‘treet,‘28June'1843.
T uavE to desire that you would call the attention of the Legislature of the
«colony under your Government, to the following statcment and suggestions.

The imposition of* discriminatine duties on goods imported into the British
¢ IMpOASIIO 07 ASCHLANELs > LR , .
colonics, when the discrimination is made for the protection of some branch of

‘British or colonjal. industry, is an office of great difficulty. To' the right.

Page 15.

. No.6. |

Circular Despately

© from Lord Stanley, -

23 June 1843,

discharge of it, an intimate acquaintance with the commercial treaties and

political relations between this kingdom  andforcign. states is indispeunsable.

~ To legislate on such a subject in ignorance of those treaties and relations, would - -

be to render inevitable much serious practical error. ‘ |
~ But in the nature of the case it is impossible that this knowledge should be

possessed in the requisite degree by the various local Leglatures of the colonies of

- thiskingdom. They have no means of knowing the state or the objects of pending

negotiations, nor even of ascertaining, with absolute precision, the terms of '
* treaties actually concluded. If they legislate at all ou these subjects, they - -
~must do so in ignorance of some facts which cannot be safely: excluded. from

_consideration.

" Neither is it possible that forty distinct legislatures, having no means of mutual
‘communication and concert, should act consistently with each other on such -
subjects. = The local opinions or interests of each colony must dictate the laws

~ of each, and the general code of the empire, compiled from so many different

_ sources, must be at the utmost variance with itself on a subject on ‘which
unanimity and consistency is indispensable. - In such a state of the law, Her
Majesty’s Government could not negotiate or treat —with confidence,  with

~any foreign state for commercial purposes ; nor could they fulfil such treaties

“as might be made. Painful and injurious discussions with those states must =

~ arise, and perhaps indennities and compensations must have to be paid.

For these reasons, Her Majesty’s Government decidedly object in principle to -
_ the assumption by the local’ Legislatures of the office of imposing: differential -
duties on goods imported into the respective colonies, Parliament havingalready . -
prescribed the rules by which such duties are to be discriminated, with reference = =~ -
to the place of origin or of export ; to Parliament alone the power of altering -

those rules must e reserved. . The single exception to this general rule will
occur in any cases in which Ier Majesty’s' Government may have suggested to

. any local Legislature the enactment of any such discriminating duties. [f such
cases should arise, .the ministers of the Crown would be able' to take theneces-. .
‘sary measures for obtaining the subsequent sanction of Parliament for any such

" You will therefore exercise all the legitimate influence of your office to prevent -
. the introduction into the Legislature of the colony under your government, of
‘any law by which duties may be imposed on goods, in reference to their place of -

production, or to the place irom which they may be exported. In ‘the' same

- way, you will exert yourself to prevent the introduction of any law imposing on .
. refined sugar imported into the colony, higher duties, in the case of sugar refined-

. in this country in bond from foreign sugar, than in the case of sugar refined here

. from British colonial sugar. .
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- IF unfmtunatclv }our‘ efforts should be unsucccssful and 1f any. such law“
.~ should be prcsonted for your '1cccpt.mce, your duty will be to mthhold your .-
" assent to'it. From the discharge of that duty, howevcr unpopuhr it may be,
~ you will not-shrink ; for by dechmnfr to undertake it, you would only subject. -
~Her Majesty’s Government and the colony itself, toa Stlll more serlous mcon—_«
~ venicnce. o
~ Her l\I‘IJeSt\' could not be advxsed to sanction any colorml law 1mposmg dis- -
~ criminating duties which Her Majesty’s Government had not previously recom-
" mended, or which Parliament has not expressly established, or enacting such.

“duties on any terms which Parliament has not prescribed.  The' disallowance of

any such enactments would therefore be inevitable, and that measure would be

attended with far more serious inconveniences than any which could result from -
“your own refusal to accept them. . T trust, however, that there is no good reason .
:;to dllthlpatC, or to p1 ovide a"amst such a contmgcncv ‘ ’
- ‘ : 1.have, &c.

o L R (sxnnod) .StanleJ




