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BILL.

An Act to provide for the better Organization of Agricul-
tural Societies in Lower Canada.

W HEREAS the Acts in force for the encouragement of Preamble.
Agriculture in Lower Canada require amendments,

and it is expedient to consolidate in one Act all the proyisions
relating to Agricultural Societies: Be it .therefore enacted by

5the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by. and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled
by virtue of. and under the authority of an Act passed in the
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

1oand intituled, An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada, and it in
hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the Act Act,
passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's Reign, and in-
tituled, An Act to repeal certain Acts therein mentioned, and 8 v. c. 53,

15better to encourage Agriculture in Lower Canada by the
Establishment of Agricultural Societies therein,-the Act passed
in the ninth year of Her Majesty's Reign, and intituled, An Act 9 v. c. 1
Io amend the Act for the encouragement of Agriculture by the and
Establishment of Agricultural Societies in Lower Canada, and

2othe Act passed in the same year,.and intituled, An Act to allow 9
theformation of more than one Agricultural Society in a County ,caed.
in Lower Canada, and for the relief of the Society for the
County of Montreal, are hereby repealed: Provided always Proviso : ex-
that the County Societies formed under the above mentioned isting Socie-

25Acts shall continue to exist until the time hereinafter provided tics cottinued
for the formation of new Societies, and that all sums due at time.
the time of the passing of this Act to any Agricultural Societies
under the said Acts, or by such Societies under engagements
entered into by them, shall be delivered to such Societies, as

Soprovided by the said Acts.

II. From and after the First day of January, one thousand Society may
eight hùndred and fifty-three, a County Agricultural Society bc fhrmed ineach County,
may be organized in each of the Counties of Lower-Canada, and how.
whenever thirty persons shall become Members thereof, by

85signing a declaration in the form of the Schedule A to this Act
annexed, and subscribing each not less than five 'shillings
annually to the Funds of the said Society, and a truc copy of
the said declaration shall, within one month after being so
signed, be transmitted to the Board of Agriculture.

40 1II. That the object of the said Societies, shall be to encourage Object of such
irnprovement in Agriculture, by holding Meetings for discus- Societies, and
sion, and for hearing Lectures on subjects connected with the howto be pro-
theory and practice of improved Husbandry, by promoting the
circulation of the Ageiculture Periodicals published in the Pro-



vince; by importing or otherwise procuring Seeds, Plants and
Animal, of new and valuable kinds; by offering Prizes for
Essays on Questions of Scientific Enquiry relating to Agricul-
ture and by awarding; Premiums for Excellence in the raising
or introduction of Stock, the invention or improvement of Agri-5
cultural Implements and Machines, the production of grain and
ail kinds of vegetables, and generally for Excellence in any
Agricultural Production or Operation; and it shall not be law-
fui to expend the Funds of the Societies, derived frornsubscrip-
tions of Members, or the Public Grant, for any object inconsis- 10
tent with those above mentioned.

Annial Meet- IV. The said Societies shall hold their Annual Meeting in
ings:- the month of February in eaci year, and shall, at such
Directors, 5. Meeting, elect a President, a Vice-President, and a Secretary

Treasurer, and not more than seven Directors, ail of vhom vill 15
fora the Board of Directors for such Society.

Termofoffice. V. The Officers and Directors of the said Society shall and
may, for the year next following the Anjal Meeting, and
until the election of their successors, exercise ail the powers

Meetings. vested in the Society by this Act, and they shall hold their20
Meetings pursuant to adjournment or written notice to each
from the President, or, in his absence, fron the Vice-President,
which shall be given, at least, one week before the day ap-

Quorum. pointed for such Meeting, and at such Meeting five shall be a
Powers. quorum, and the said Officers and Directors shall have power,25

at every such Meeting, to make, alter and repeal By-Laws and
Rules for the management of the Society.

Annual Re- Vi. Tho suid Officers and Dire.tors shall in addition to the
port to b . ordinary duties of management, cause to be prepared, and
made by Di- shall present at the Annual Meeting, a Repert of their. pro-30rectors ,. ceedings during the year, in which shall be stated the names
,hail coatain. of ail the Members of the Society, the amount paid by each set

opposite his name, the names of ail persons to whom Premiums
were awarded, the amount of such Premiums respectively,.and
the name of the Animal, Article or Thing in respect of which35
the same was granted, together with such remarks upon the
Agriculture of the County, the improvements which have been
or may be made therein, as the Directors shall be enabled to

Statement of offer; there shall also be presented to the said Annual Meeting
disbursements a detailed Statement of the receipts and disbursements of ihe 40and receipts. Society during the year, which Report and Statement, if

approved by the Meeting, shall be entered in the Society's
Journal, to be kept for such purposes, and signed by the Pre-
sident or Vice-President, as being a correct entry, and a tme
copy thereof, certified by the President, Vice-President, or45
Secretary, for the time being, shall be sent to the Board of
Agriculture, on or béfore the first day of April folloving.



VII. It shall be the duty of the said Officers and Directors to Answering
answer such queries, and give such information as the Board Queries o
of Agriculture, or Minister of Agriculture may from time to Board, &c.

time, by Circular Letter or otherwise, require, touching the
5 interests or condition of Agriculture in their County, and gene-

rally to act as far as practicable upon the recommendation of
the said Board.

VIII. Each County Society established as above mentioned, societytohold
shall be required in each year to hold at léast one Show for the atleast one

10 Exhibition of Agricultural produce, Farm Stock, and all other Syhv in each
objects relative to Agriculture, in the manner iii which they are
usually held in Lower Canada, and Prizes shall be granted at
the said Shows for the best Specimens produced, in the manner
to be prescribed by the Board of Officers and Directors, and

15 notice whereof shall have been publicly posted in each Parish
and Township of the County ; and the said Prizes may be Prizes.
distributed in Money, Books on Agriculture, Agricultural
Implements of an improveci description, or Grain of superior
quality, on the award of at least two Jiidges, who shall be

20 appointed by the Officers and Board of Directors of the Society;
the said Judges shall not be capable of receiving any of the Compenation
Prizes so awarded, and shall not be allowed more than Ten to Judges.
Shillings for Inspection at a Show, nor more than Two Pounds
for the Inspection of growing Crops.

25 IX. In case the Board of Officers and Directors of any County What my be
Society shall consider that any other system might be substitued substituted for
for that of Shows, and that the surn allotted to each County Shows with

approval of
might be better applied, either to the Establishment of one or loard.
two Ec.onomical Mndel Farms, or Agricultural Schools, for a

30 Public Granary, or to any other purpose for the improvement of
Agriculture, it shall be lawful for such Society, through ils
Board of Officers and Directors, so to apply the said sum:
Provided, notice thereof shall have been given to the Board of
Agriculture and its approval obtained in behalf of such propo-

35 sition.

X. No portion of the moneys belonging to any such Society No Salaries teshall be applied to the payment of any Salary or Allowance ; b, paid: ex-
except however, that a sum not exceeding seven per cent shall cept an allow-
be allowed to the Secretary-Treasurer on all moneys expended ance te Secre-

40 by such Society under this Act, in lieu of Salary and Allowance surer.
for Stationery and other contingent expenses.

XI. Whenever a Memorial shall be presented to the Board Separate
of Agriculture signed by at least twelve persons residing in a Society May
part or section of any county which shall be the most Easterly, c formed i

45 Northerly, Westerly or Southerly part or section thereof, repre- how.
senting that it is inconvenient on account of Distance for the
farmers of their section to attend the Exhibitions of the County
Society, and that a sufficient number of persons are willing to



subscribe the amount necessary to form an Agrieultaral Society
under the provisions of this Act, it shall be the duty of the said
Board, to examine such request and if the Board be of opinion
that another Society may be advantageously organized in the
said County, it may authorize the same to be organized accord; 5
ingly, and shall prescribe the limits or section of the County
within whicli its operations shall be confined, and the first
County Society shall confine its operations to the other or
remaining section of the County. Thirty persons shall be
suffleient to form a separate Society and apply to the 10
of Agriculture for confirmation as such.

Name of sepa- XII. The Society so organized shall be known as the County
rate Society; of (insert name of County) Society Number Two, (Three, or
its rights &e Four, as the case may be,) and the Declaration or Instrument of

organization shall 1e the same as is hereby required for County 15
Societies, except tht the prescribed limits of its operations
shall be specified therein, and every such additional County
Society shall be entitled to a, share of the Public Grant, and
shall have all the powers of a County Society, and shall be
subject to all the provisions of this Act relating to County20
Societies.

Society to be XIII. The several Societies which may be organized ae-
Corporations. cording to the provisions of this Act, shall be and become
Powers. Bodies Politic and Corporate, vith power to acquire and hold

Land as a site for Fairs and Exhibitions or for a Model or 25
School Farm, and to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of the same:

Proviso. Provided that not more than one hundred acres shall be so held
at any one time.

On certain XIV. When the Vice-President and Secretary of the Board
certificates,an of Agriculture shall certify to the Minister of Agriculture that 30
oftenPuble any Society has sent to the said Board Reports and Statements

monies may as required by this Act, for the year then last previous, 'ad
bepaidto each shall also certify that the Treasurer or other Officer of the saidSociety. Society has transmitted to the said Board an affidavit, -which

may be in the form of Schedule B of this Act, and may be
swom to before any Justice of the Peace, who is hereby au- 35
thorized to administer the saine, stating the number of Members
then belonging to the said Society, vhose subscriptions for the
then current year have been paid up and are in the hands of
the Treasurer, it shall be lawful for the Governor of this Pro-
vince to issue his Warrant in favor of such Society, for a sum 40
to be taken out of any unappropriated monies in the hands of the
Receiver General, equal to three times the amount appearing

Proviso. by the said affidavit to be in the hands of the Treasurer ; Pro-
vided, that no Grant shall be made unless ten pounds be first

Proviso. subscribed and paid to the Treasurer ; And provided, that the 45
whole amount granted to any County Society or to the Societies
of any County, if more than one be organized therein,: shall

Proviso. not exceed pounds in any year; And provided, that



for the first year, after the formation of any Society, the Report
and Statement, mentioned in this and in the sixth section,
shall not be required.

XV. The Board of Agriculture shall receive from Govem- Board orAgri-
5 ment, and pay over to the Societies, the public money to which culture to re-

they are respectively entitled, and if two or more Societies be ceive the
organized in any County and they together raise a sum itover ta
exceeding Pounds, the Board shall divide the Society, &c.
County Grant between them in proportion to the amount raised

10 by each, and it shall be lawful for the said Board to retain for
the use of the Agricultural Association one tenth part of all
such Grants.

XVI. Any Treasurer or other Officer of a Society who shal Fast -tate-
make affidavit that a subscription, or any sum of money, has mentbyTrea-

15 been paid to him for the Society when it has not been so paid, zurýr ta be

or who shall return any such subscription, shal be held to have pe"Y
committed perjury, and shall be liable to all the penalties which
the Law nay infnict for that offence.

SCHEDULE A.

We, whose names are subscribed hereto, agree to form
20 ourselves into a Society, under the provisions of the Act of the

Legislature, (here state the title and date of this Act,) to be
called the County of (name of County) Agricultural Society,
(or, if there be a Society already organized under this Act in
the said County, add the words, number two or three, as the

25 case may be, and 8tate the part or section of the County to
which ils operations are intended to be confined.)

And we hereby severally agree to pay to the Treasurer,
yearly, while we continue Members of the Society, the sum
set opposite our respective names, and we agree to give written

30 notice to the Secretary whenever we may wish to withdraw
from the Society, and we further agree to conform to the Rules
and By-Laws of the said Society.

NAMES. aL .1 n.
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SCHEDULE B.

County of to wit:

I A. B., of the County of Treasurer (or iUhèr
Ofcer) of the County of Agricultnral Society (number
Two or Three as the case may be) make oath and say, that 5
there are.thirty (or as the case may be) Members belonging to
the said Society who hàve paid their subscriptions for the pié-
sent year, and that there is now in my ianids the sirm of
Pounds, beiÉg the prodùce of such subacriptions, ready to be
disposed of according to Law. B 0

a. B.
SWornto before me, this day of

A. D. 165
C. D.

Justice of the.Peacefor the County of


