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HE operations of the Quebec Diocesan Commillee of the Sociely
for Promoling Christian Knuwledge, during the last twelve months,
havebeen as satisfactory as,under existing circumstances the friends
of the Society could reasonably have expected. There is, indeed,
still a wanit of sufficient support, to whieh circumstanee, allusion was
made at the last General Meeting of tie trembers of the Tnstitution,
and which the Committee would feel themselves wanting in their
duty, as charged more particularly with the interests of the Society,
did they now withhold the knowledge of the fact, from those who
may be called her friends: they therefore will not refrain from
again stating it as their opinion, that the “means at their disposal
in promoting the great objects of the Society, within this diocese,
ought to be much larger than they actua ly are.”” They look par-
ticularly, as they have hitherto done, to the members of the Church
with which the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge is inti-
mately connected. From all, therefore, who wish well to the inte~
rests of that C hurch, the Committee humbly conceive that the So-
ciety may claim the exercise of their most zealous endeavours, in
the promotion of those great objects which she has in view. Some
few persons have associated themselves with us, since the last re-
port, but some also, have either left the province, or have died within
that period : and thus the list of Subscribers to the Committee, is
nearly, as to numbers, what it was at the t' me of the last Annual
Meeting. This fact is discouraging. The existence of the institu-
tion depends, with but a very few exceptions, upon the bounty of
the professed members of the Church of England, and we cannot
look for support to other sources than to the benevolence of the
public at large. The Committee do not feel disposed to say more
upon this subject, at present, but tney feel themselves called upon
most imperatively, to state these facts, and to solicit the liberal and
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uninterrupted assistance of all who have at heart the interests of the
Gospel, and the disseminaticn of that knowledge which can make
“wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus,”

The Committee have not yet received the Report of the Parent
Society, for the last twelye months, but it is satisfactory to know
that the most powerful exertions are making by them to.stem that
torrent of infidelity to which so much of the recent distress in Eng-
land may be attributed, Infidelity in the mother country, within
the last few months, has reared ils head with unusual boldness and
daring ; poisoning the morality of the nation, and ministering ruin
tothepeace, the honesty,and happiness,of her inhabitants,and ruin to
their souls, Thatpublications which were capable of producing such
unhappy results should have been ever produced, is an evidence of
the biind inveteracy of human nature : that they should have found
purchasers, is a stain upon the national reputation. There are, how-
ever, no fears for the result, The well-directed efforts of our vene.
rable Society, in the cause of morals, wisdom, and Christianity. will
be amply sufficient, with the blessing of Almighty God, to arrest the
evil in its progress. She will triumph, as she Ras triumphed more
than once, ith her only legitimate weapons, Reason, and the word
of God,

A new field for the operations of the Parent Society has been
opened in Treland, for the application of their resources.

In the Report of the Parent Society, published in 1829, the last
which has been received here, it is stated that by the aid of £1000,
granted by them to the Lord Primate of Ireland, added to funds
raised in Ireland, an experiment had been made, of communicating
scriptural information to the Roman Catholic population, through
the instrumentality of agents under the controul of the Parochial
Clergy, and the general superintendence of the ordinary, The expe-
riment has heen made on & moderate scale in four different Dioceses,
and the Report states that the success of the undertaking has heen
quite us great as under the verypeculiar circumstances of the times, it
was reasonable to expect, Upon a review of what has aready been
effected by them, it is confidently stated, that, notwithstanding the
obstacles opposed to them, by political excitement, they have been
the instruments of great good. The agents, in many instances, have
been fou: d useful auxiliaries to the parish minister, and it seems
highly probable that by steadiness and prudence they may gradually
gain the confidence of the Roman Catholics, and induce them to
study the Word of God. The number of agents then employed in
the Diocese of Armagh, is stated 1o be Iwenty seven,

he Committee conceive that the plan might in these provinces
be adopted with success. The Committee have the satisfaction of
being able to state that the district Committee alluded to in the last
report, as then about to be formed at Cornwall, has been instituted
there, and is now in active operation, A lending Library in con.
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d. The Parent Saciety
within the Diocese, viz :
Newcastle, Corn-

nection with the Institution is contemplate
has at the present time, eight Committecs,
at Quebec, Montreal, York, Kingston, Niagara,
wall, and Johnstown.

Before entering upon a detail of their proceedings, the Commit-

tee have to state that His Excellency, the Rt. Hon. Lord AYLMER,
desirous of advancing the interests of the Society, has intimated his

willingness to become the Patron of the Tustitution.

The Committee proceed to the first branch of the'r operations—
The amount of sales at the

the distribution of Books and Tracts.

Repository sirce May last, is to the public, £128 1s. 114d. and to
the Bishop of Quebec, £30 10s. 9d., making a total of £158 12s.84d.
The whole amount of Books sold to his Lordship, on account of the
Pareut Society’s grant is, up to this date, £271 17s. 5d.

The following Clergymen and Schoolmasters have been supplied
by order of the Lord Bishop.

with B oks frem the Repository,

CLERGYMEN.
The Rev. C. B. Fleming, of Shipton, Lower Canada,
The Rev J. Braithwaite, of Chambly, Lower Canada.

S ﬂ()()l.M;\ST\IRS.
Mr. D. Eddleston. stationed at Drummondville,

Mr. John Eden, Gaspé Bay.

Micaiah Tewnsend, of Caldwell

Orders for Books from the Rev.
of Hatley, have been

Manor, and the Rev. Christopher Jacksos,
attended to.
The New District Committes, at Cornwall, Upper Canada, applied
for Books from this Committee, to the amount of £50, but
viseab'e for several reasons, notto part with
amount, at the moment; the order was dimi-
nished one-half,and a box of Books, sent to the value of £251%s. 1d.
I he resident  lergy of €uebec have, as heretofore, supplied the

Joor and the sick in the different hospitals, at a cost to the Com-
e Society’s Tract,

mittee, of £9 14s.43d. A large quantity of ti

entitled, “ A Serious Address to (iod-Fathers and (}od-Mothe.rs"
is usually kept in the Cathedral, from which Sponso:s at Baptism
are zpplied gratuitously. In the newly-formed Settlements around

Quebec, wherever Protestants are resident, different Tracts have

been dispersed, during the ministerial circuits. made throughout .
the year. A School formed, during the Wiater, at Val Cartier, has

received a small gratuitous supply.

in July,
it being considered ad

Books to so large aa

The following statement of the issues from the Repository,
actovily exhibit what has

for the last year, will, perhaps, more satisfac
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been effected during the period whicl, has elapsed since the last
Report,

R e o 99

Testaments, e 213

—312

Common Prayer Bo- ks, 250

Bound Bo. ks, o vomee 327

Tracts, e e 3967

—4 186

The cost of Books obtained from the Repository, which have
been required for the use of the National School, amounts to
£6 5s. 10d. for the year,

The Sunday School
Mr. Ti ompson
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of instruction used in this School haye
pository to the amount of £6 ]gs, Id.—This it is believed is the
first School which has been formed on the plan laid down by that
Society, Itisalso the first Sunday School belonging to our establish-
ment to which the chiidren of parents moving in the higher classes
of Society have bees invited to attend, That there are prejudices
which operate upon the mind of some individuals against the intrg.
ducticn of such an extention of the System is highly protable; it
is however, sincerely to be hoped that the time 18 not far distant
when all Prejudices of whateyer kind will pe removed, and the
Younger part of our Congregations will e brought without djs.
tinction in order that ¢} d by the systematic re.
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tely provides. The Committee

tablished in this Diocese so comple
a digression from their subject if they

Sunduy School .\'m'icty
This School was opened on the
resent upon the books in all
ement of g ])ir('rtul', and
of parcuts
those of the labour,
stions excluded. The Loaksg
been obtained from the Re-

may, they trust, be pardoned

take the pre
analysis of ti
This Socie
Quebec, M}»
yresident of t
and the Rect
(fommittt-‘cs.
cretary, Trea
or .\‘t'pumtel‘
each ccntxfll
of the Societ
the Di cese.
shall be invi
cases where
tached to th
Central Con
('umlug‘uv; (
rection of tl
suggosuon‘
a.ud the Cl
Central (‘n.;
expense of |
Society at
each parisl
the Societ
that at Qu
The gou
effect in th
to be supj
well direct
when the y
extensive
gether to ¢
whole. 1
and encou
pursued 1
with Sund
and count
inculcatin
result the
ever the s
end to be
No fres
Prisoner:
The C
them to
books sin



since the last

6

whick have
amouunts to

ntendance of

msitq)ry with
1. Itis high-
0 hope, that
The seeds
he minds of
unprovided
after, it is

ized in the
V. with the
vith which
inday after
ildren, g
ndants an(
of parents
the labour,
The bookg
m the Re-
ved is the
vi h_\" thut
establish-
her classes
prejudiees
the intro-
ybable ; it
ir distant
and the
hout dis.
matic re.
lately es-
)mmittee

4 if they

7

take the present opportunity of laying before the mecting abrief
analysis of the (onstitution of the Society above alluded to.

This Society is constituted of four central Committees, viz : at
Quebec, Montreal, York and Kingston : ihe Lord Lishop being
yresident of t:e whole, aund the three Archdeacons of the Diocese
and the Rector of Montreal being Vice Presidents of t'.e Central
Committees, —The additional officers of each (Committee are a Sc-
cretary, Treasurer and Librarian, which oflices may be held jointly
or separately, as circumstances may dictate. The Meetings of
each central Commitiee for the purpose of transacting the business
of the Society are quarterly, on which oceasions all clergymen of
the Diocese who may be upon the spot at the time of the meeting,
shall be invited to attend and assist at their deliberations. Inal
cases where it is found practicable, a lending library will be at-
tached to the Sunday School, to consist of books furnished by the
Central Committee, and such books ouly are used as are upon the
Catalogue of the Central Committee to be made out under the di-
rection of the President. This Catalogue however is open to the
suggestion of alterations and additions from the central Committee
a.d the Clergy at large. A report of the proceedings of each
Central Committee will be prin ed and published annually at the
expense of the general Society. The expenses common to the
Society at large are defrayed from a general fund to be raised in
each parish or mission by means of a Sermon preached in aid of
the Society to be remitted through the Central Committees to
that at Quebec.

The good which such a Society under proper management m1y
effect in this Country, must be suflicientiy apparent ; for it is not
to be suppusml that the endeavours of separate bodies, however
well directed, can be attended with the sae beneficial influence as
when the whole are united together in one bond of union, and the
extensive experience and ample resources of each are drasn to-
gether to one central point to be employed for the Dbenefit of the
whole. It must be a circamstance tending greatly to give effect
and encouragement to individual exertion to know that the plan
pursued in the execution of the important duties connected
with Sunday School instruction is sanctioned by high authority,
and countenanced by the majority of thosewho are cherishing and
inculcating the same saviny truths. The advantages which will
result therefore to the interests of Religion in this Diocese when-
ever the system shall be carried into full effect, will prove in the
end to be such as its most sanguine friends could have ant:cipated.

No fresh supply of books has been required for the use of the
Prisoners in the Jail of this City.

The Commit.ee are not aware of any sum being now due by
them to the Parent Sociely, no order baring leen sent home for
books since the last General meeting. The deficicucy which this
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lature together with half of the Annual Collections made after that
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2. The Committee now
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proceed to detail what has been
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on the Madras system.  The experience of
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former master of the Boys school, having previous]
intention to resign, Mr, Thom offered his services.
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{nstruction, met with general commendation. The number of boys
resent was 107, and of girls 94.

On the 29th December a different scene, but one affording also
much interest in another way, was exhibited in the same building,
that day baving been fixed for the Annual Christmas Dinner,
given to the children of the Schools by contributions of beef and
plumb-pudding, sent by families of the place. Every thing was
prepared with perfect order for the occasion, chiefly by the exer-
tions of a member of the Committee of the Boy's School : the
room was decorated as usual with evergreens &c. and 287 happy
little beings, including children from the Sunday Schools at
Munn’s Cove, sat down to a plentiful repast, the voluntary tea-
chers of the Sunday Schools officiating as carvers. Before par-
taking of the feast, the blessing was pronounced by one of the chils
dren in each School, and they all sung a hymn together previous
to their dismissal, ‘The animated spectacle drew many visitors to
the spot, and among them Lady Aylmer, who had also been pleased

to become one of the contributors to the feast.

The relics of the feast were distributed by some of the Ladies
of the Committee to the poor, and 127 individuals received relief
in this way.

From the statements now made, the Committee trust that the
friends of the Society will see cause tobelieve that much good has
been effected within the last year. They have reason to hope
that if no very surprising or splendid results have marked their

rogress during the last twelve months, that at least their labors
will not have been expended in vain, and that if the return made
is not yet apparent, still that the harvest is not Jess to be expected,

The March of the great Society of which we form a part has al-
wavs indeed been silent and slow ; but its progress has been sure
and attended with incalculable benefits wherever its gigantic re-
sources and exertions have been expended.

If other mighty engines for the improvement of the moral faculties,
and for the advancement of the the spiritual interests of men, are at
work, in the community in which we live, let there be no desire to
regard them with a jealous eye; but rather, if the plans pursued be

in accordance with Gospel principles, bid them go on and prosper.
But, at the same time, let not the splendour of later and more ex~
tensive charities so dazzle our eyes, as to make us blind to the early
and effectual labours of that Venerable Society, with which we are
connected : a Society which, amidst the most violent attacks that
have been made upon the Altar and the Crown, has always come fore

ward with a helping and a saving hand.
By order of the Committee.

S. W, SEWELL,

SECRETARY, /

H

/
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*.* The Subscribers to this Institution ave ear-
nestly requested to recommend it to the beneficence
of their triends who may not as yet have become
contributors, by representing the importance of the
Charity, the conveniences which it affords to Sub-
scribers themselves, and the difficulty at the same
time of meeting the expences which it unaveidably
involves,

The following brief outline of the objects and the
rules of the Institution may be given, for this pur-
pose :—

ist. The Parent Society at home, which has ex-
isted for about a century and a quarter, supports
Missions, or distributes, in a vast variety of lan-
guages, Bibles as well as Prayer-books and Tracts,
or assists in the promotlon of Education and Reli-
gious Instruction, in every part of the immense
British Empire, and in many other countries besides.

2d. The funds raised in this Province, however,
through the generosity of the Parent Society, are
confined to our own local purposes.

8d. No regulation is imposed respeeting the
amount of contributions, except that to constitute
any person a Member of the Parent Sociely, with
the privilege of receiving the annual Report of their
proceedings, it is necessary to pay a benefuction on
admission of 23s. 4d., (which in this country it has
been thought advisable to change to 25s.) and an
annual subscription to the same amounl.—All the
subscriptions are payable in advance to the Treasur-
er of the Diocesan Committee at the Quebec Bank,
or to the Secretary, or Assistant Secretary, and be-
come due on the 3d of March in each year.

4th. Subscribers have the choice of restricting
their contributions to the support of the Nationul
School, or leaving them to be applied to the general
purposes of the Committee.

¥
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5th. Subscribers to a certain amount have the pri-
vilege of purchasing the books and tracts at the Re-
pository at a reduced rate.

6th. Every Subscriber has the privilege of send-
ing a poor child to the school, to which pay-scholars
are also admissible.

7th. Connected with the Department of this In-
stitution, which relates to Education, is the Scuoor.-
crorming Funp, an object peculiarly entitled in this
climate, to the public benevolence. For the Trea-
surers for the boys’ and girls’ schools respectively, see
the list of Subscribers, &c. annexed to this Report.
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For sale at the REPOSITORY, National School-
House, near St. John's Gate :—

# _* The CorTAGER'S MonTHLY VISITOR, an €X-
cellent publication, combining entertainment with
instruction for the lower orders, to whom it may be
lent with great advantage, and highly useful in fa-
milies, for servants, &c. &c. &c.

To be had by the single number, 71d. or bound
gs. per vol. containing one year's numbers.

The NarionaL ScuoorL MAGAZINE, calculated
to be generally useful and amusing among children ;
each number contains two engravings. Single num-
ber 11d. or bound 2s. per vol.

N. B.—A variety of other useful and familiar pub-
lications will be seen advertised upon the cover of
these, and will be ordered for any subscriber who de-
sires it.




