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A Song ot Christmastide,

What are the swest bolls pealing,
\What do their echoes say,
Far o'er the peaceful meadows,
Wak'zing the sleeping day?
What is that song of gladness
Caught from the Heav'nly strain,
Borno in tho starliv dawning,
¢ Christmas has como again !"?

What are the anowflakes bringing
Down to the earth once more ?

Flow'rs from the hands of angels
Far from the heavenly shore,

Falling amid the shadows,
Pointing the road above,

Hailir g the gladsome Yuletide,
The Christmastide of love.

Al there are songs of gladness,
Good will, and peace for aye,
As in the distant dawn-time,
As on that Christmas-day,
When, from the angel-chorus,
Echoed the deathless strain:
“Glory to God in tho Highest,
Peaco be on earth agaio.”

Merry Christmas.

Before our next issue, Christmas—that day on which
the heart of the Christian pulsates with ineffable joy—
will have come and gone. Let kindly interchange of
friendly interest strengthen the bond of mutual love.
Let every home—no matter how humble—be brighter
and every heart happier for its rising sun, and in its
serene setting may it leave us with a deeper devotion,
and a more general ** good-will” that shall promote
peace throughout the earth. And meanwhile let usnot
forget the Babe of Bethlehem. Hisinfluence is moving
mightily upon the world to-day. His power shall yet
prevail over superstition and infidelity, and then the
flowery vales and the vine-clad hills and the blooming
isles, like recovered Edens, and the happy continents,
from sea to sea shall sing, from shore to shore shall
ring, from the deepest depths shall ery, from the highest
heights reply, and thnll the enchanted sky with the
good news on earth and the glad tidings from heaven

*¢that Christ Jesus came into the world.”

Ring the joy-bells again, joia tho angals refrain,
]hlﬁ:lujgb, haliclujah, peaco, grod-will to men*

Christmas Day.

Christmas comes fragrant with memories ofthe past.
Weremember how in days gone by we looked forward
to the happy time of re-union, back from school, in the
dear old home full of joy and peace; and now that time
has rolled on we look at our own little ones, as they
cluster round us, and one almost feels as one once did.
The snows of time may have whitened the hair, but the
heart feels young and fresh still, beside the crib at
Bethlehem where the Infant Saviour lies.

Old faces have gone, old voices are stilled, yet around
our sorrow shines a halo of glorious light, «s we ponder
on the past, with the Incarnate by our side.

Dwellers in country places, take heart. this day God
knows all about your daily work. As you tend your
sheep and oxen, as you go amongst your horses, remem-
ber Jesus was born in a manger, and your lowliest
labors will be hallowed by that thought.
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Humble may be our calling, but it was to shepherds
the glad tidings came, and sull in the silent night of
trial the good news, the Gospel, comes, that a Saviour,
who knows all your life and your work, has been born,

1n winter time He was born, and so still full oft in
life’s wintry days the Saviour is born, and peace falls
upon the weary hearts.

We have grasped each other’s hands and given the
cheery greeting, ‘‘A Happy Christmas!" all in memory
of that time ‘‘ when shepherds watched their flocks by
night”; and God be praised, even as then, so in our
lives the heavens have opened, and glad tidings of great
joy have been poured into our heart.

But shall we not go further, and say: *'I have heard
the angel's song, but have I done as the shepherds did:
have I gone to Bethlehem—gone to find Christ, Him of
whom all these glorious things are spoken?”

Christmas festivities, what are they, without Christ?

There lies a palette, all covered with glorious tints,
and there stands an easel, with the canvas, but all is
useless till the living hand of the artist comes, and then
the picture grows, till at last it stands finished in all its
beauty.

Christmas joys lie around us; our souls are here,
but we must have more: we must have the Liviog Hand
of Jesus to make the picture complete.

If we take not heed, we can get a certain sort of joy
at this time, but no peace —that peace which passeth all
understanding. Let us go, then to the crib, and behold
the King in His Beauty, the Beauty of Humility and
Innocence. Take your life there, and see if it is humble,
God lends us talents, and we grow proud of them, as
if they were our very own; others stride on through life
with uplifted heads, scorning the less fortunate.

Pride is the most contemptible of all things, when
itlifts its head and rules us; letus be off to Bethlehem,
and see God's idea of true nobility, and what the Lord
of lords did for your sake, and more, look back on
your own childhood and what you were then, and then
what you are now. ‘‘Can it be,” sighed a great man,
* that that innocent child [ remember years ago was
myself 2" Many another soul may echo that bitter cry
as this Christmas is compared with the Christmas of
long ago,

Let childhood's festival speak, and make us child-
like in our faith and trust, and, like another rod. strike
stony world-worn hearts and make the waters flow.

Rejoice, and in your joy make others join. Let

some poor neighbor or some sick one be the better for
your presence, for wherever Jesus is there mustbejoy
and whoever has been in His presence must be as Moses
when he came down from the Mount—living witnesses
of the glory of God.

Around whirls the busy, noisy world, yet just as
there s an instrument by which you can hear one note
if it is sounded, never matter how .aany other sounds
there may be at the same time, so you have in your
hands a Spiritual Resonater, and at zall times, no
matter how loudly the noises of the world clang around,
you cz2n hear the angel song of peace and joy, and this
will give you what we wish you deac Reader, with ah
Qur heart—a happy, holy Christmas-tide,

.
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OHRISTMAS CHEER AND OHRISTMAS CHARITY,

HERE are many people both in the Church and out of
T it, who will not own to any special regard for Christmas
as a religious festival, who yet gladly welcome it as a season
of good cheer and a time for the promotion of good will
among men. It is well that they should do so, for there iu
much in it that is most worthy of being encouraged. How-
ever it has come about, there is a sentiment of kindliness in
the air, good wishes are more frequently as well a5 more
heartily expressed, the handshake is warmer, the heart is
merrier, the laughter of children is more grateful. Care is
thrown aside bitterness melts away, and all the world grows
brighter. Surely whatever one’s early training or prejudice
may have been, none but a poor heart can fail to rejoice in
the increased happiness which such things bring, and every
generous soul will cheerfully swell the tide of common
kindliness and happy joy that rises this once at least in all
the year. None of us are so good and Christlike that we
can afford to lose the moral and spiritual uplift that such a
sentiment may bring, even though we are sure that it cannot
last alway. A distinguished Canadian su~geon once said
that he was in the babit of reading some of Dickens'
Christmas Stories cvery Christmas week for the sake of the
heart warming it gave him. He felt he was the better for
it all the year.

Tt does little good however to yicld to such sentiments,
still less to stimulate them deliberately cither by religious
services or otherwise, unless they receive some expression in
outward acts. Generous impulses that find no outlet soon

stagnate in the soul and breed spiritual malaria. Like
water they must flow forth from the fountain if they are to
continue fresh and wholesome. The further afield they go
too the better for ourselves. It is well to express good will
in some tangible form to the members of our own familics,
1o our fricnds and to our dependants ; it is better still to
express it to our enemics, if we have any, or to the needy
who are sure to be not far off if we care to find them.

Happily in our young country dire povetry is as yet the
exception rather than the rule, even in our largest cities.
but unhappily with our long and severe winter, those whom
poverty docs overtake are apt to suffer more keenly than
clsewhere.  Their ciaim is therefore a peculiarly strong and
pressing one. It becomes us to heed it and afford such
rehief as we can.  The present winter bids fair to be an un-
usually hard one. The distress among the poor, cannot
fail to be correspondingly greater.

Nor let us be too particular in demanding evidence of
worthiness on the part of the needy before we open our
hearts and our purses to them.  1f we have aught to give,
let us for this time at least give with the open hand of trust
rather than with the niggard hand of caution.  What if some
on whom we bestow our bounty should prove undeserving §
The questions as to the best method of discovering true
need and as to the best method of relicving it when dis-

covered are difScult ones, and if we stay our hand until
they are sctt'ed to our satisfaction the opportunity will have
gone by, and for many deserving ones it will be too late to
do anything at all. At this season many are wont to permit
themselves more indulgence than at other times. There is
more of social rejoicing, more gratification of the zesthetic
taste, more eating and drinking. Much of it is harmless
enough, but some of it is sheer waste.  Let us feel free to
indulge our generous feelings also without fear of subsequent
regret, and if there is to he any waste let us at least have
the satisfaction of knowing that ‘¢ has been lavished on
others as well as on ourselves. The day is coming when
the fact that we have given even a cup of coid water in the
nam: of a disciple will obtain for us an abundant reward.

CHRISTMAS AND MISSIONS,

We have again reached the merry season, the air is
electric with Christmas greetings and young and old
an expectant as to what the good gifts are to be, “On
earth peace and good will to men.” How far does the
Christmas cheer, with which we are familiar, reflect
the Spirit of the Angelsong. The Heavenly choir saw
in the Incarnation, hearlded by them, the “Unspeak-
able gifts™ offered not to any limited circle of friends,
but to men.  “God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son."”

When our Lord was taken up and 2 cloud received
and hid Him from the gaze of the awed disciples, *“Unto
the uttermost parts of the. earth,” was the farewell
word spoken by Him and it remained indelibly fixed
upon memory and heart. They lent their energies
towards the execution of that commission, the bestow-
ment of Christmas cheer upon the whole brotherhood
of man. It was a world-wide commission, the publi-
cation to all mankind of the Advent of the world's
Redeemer, every returning Christmas should thrill the
soul with gladness, that He has come, that we might
have life and have it abundantly. But our joy, cannot
terminate upon ourselves, if we are in the fellowship
of this joy. If onr sympathies do not extend beyond
our own family circles, we have caught but little of the
Christmas spirit. The song of universal redemption
should make the welkin ring as it did on that night
when the shepherds watched their flocks. The most
worthy expression of that song, is the foreign mission
enterprise of the Church, the effort made, howeverfeebly,
to publish ** unto the uttermost parts of the earth” the
“ glad tidings of great joy." In this effort is better
illustrated the heroic graces of Christian life than inany
other work ever undertaken, ‘“some have wrought at
foundations out of the sight of men. Some have left
monuments of long-suffering toil in languages reduced
to writing and in translations of the Word of God. To
others it has been given toillustrate in some heroic way
the “‘patience of hope.” It is said that at the opening
of the American Board’s work in Indiamore missionaries
died in the first twenty years than there were converts
made. Themen sent by the London Missionary Society
to the South Seas spent fourteen years of self-denying
service before a single native's voice was heard in prayer
and it was only after twenty two years of toil that they
were made glad by the baptism of the first convert.”
Yet they knew that the promise of the Advent ofa
Saviour must be fulfilled and the nations redeemed.
Days of discouragement have been followed by brighter
days and these are but intimations of what is to be,
We trust all who rejoice in His coming will think of
such as have not heard His Name, and be partakers
in the rejoicings of the Saints when the harvest is
gathered in, Let the memories of the past stimulate

LL.ow .
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to prayerfu! diligence and each returning Christmas will
add to the exceeding tweight of glory that awaits His
own.

UNIFORMITY IN PUBLIC WORSHIP.

We publish in this issue a letter from Mr. Sandford
Fleming, which is to be followed by others, on the subject
of Uniformity in Public Worship. This is a question that
has in the past been considerably discussed, and the General
Assembly has 5o fur recognized the netd of some action as
to appoint a Committee to take the matter into consider-
ation. It is accordingly a living question and one in which
no Presbyterian can fail to take interest. Before anything
can be done there must be the freest and fullest discussion
and something like unanimity reached. The Assembly
will never be guilty of the folly of secking to impose upon
an unwilling church anything that savors of liturgy. Even
the preparation of such, for voluntary use, would be profit-
less, unless supported by a reasonable majority of the
membership. Hence the necessity of free discussion. We
shall be glad to open our columns to brief communications
on this subject—now introduced by Mr. Fleming. We
emphasize the word bri¢f, for space will not allow great
length, and we would like to hear from a considerable
number who may have thoughts to express.

REV. DR. REID,

It will be a matter of deep regret for the Church to learn
that Rev. Dr. Reid’s health is not w a satisfactory condi-
tion. Not that there 1s cause for alarm, but it had been
hoped that the partial relief afforded at last General Assem.
bly frum the constant strain upon his health of his onerous
duties, by the appointment of the Advisory Committee,
would have arrested the growing infirmities of old agea little
longer. No man has served the Church more faithfully nor
is beld in higher estecem than Rev. Dr. Reid, and when the
time comes when 1t will be found necessary that he should
withdraw entirely from his office he will be followed to his
retirement by the affection and respect of many thousands
of his fellow-church members. The Advisory Committee
and the Finance Committee held a meeting last week, for
the purpose of considering whether it was nucessary to make
any additional prowvision to those now existing for the efficient
discharge of the duties devolving upon Dr. Reid’s office.
The conclusion arnved at was that in the meantime the
work could be carried on satisfactorily by the office staff
already engaged upon it, with the assistance of the Finance
Committee and Dr. Reid together as the controlling
authority.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES.

QuEsTIONS have just been sent out to the Young
Peoples Societies of the Church by the Assembly's
Committee. They are forwarded through Presbyteries,
and ought soon to be in the hands of the Societies, as
the answers are to be returned before the 18th of
February. Any Society which may be overlooked will
receive a copy by applying to the Covener of its
Presbytery's Committee or to the Clerk of Presbytery,
where no Committee has yet been appointed. The
Committee are extremely anxious to hear from every
Socicty throughout the Church., Only thus can they
supply a complete report to the Assembly next June.
The Questions are few, but comprehensive, being
arrayed under the five headings ; Designatiou, mem-
bership, Meetings, Work, and Moneys. They ccver
the year 1893, the Committee being desirous that
Societies should close their year on 31st December, as
is the practice of congregations. A circular to Presby-
tery Conveners accompanies the Questions and asks
for a report of Presbyterial organizations as well as a
tull summary of Societiesin congregations. The Com-

mittee will be glad to hear from such * Union"

Societies as may choose to send a report. These

reports will be used so far as they give information as

to the young people of our Church. The Committee

do not contemplate reports from Mission Bands already

reporting to the Woman's Foreign Missionary Saciety.
COLIGNY COLLEGE, OTTAWA.

The Church is to be congratulated on possessing
such an Institution for the higher educat.on of the
daughters of her families. Coligny College has been a
marked success as to thoroughness of teaching and
also as to its general Morale, so that the best of our
families desiring a superior education and refined
culture for their daughters send them there with the
fullest confidence.

The term just ended has been a most successful one,
the number of day pupils and boarders being large.
The next term begins on Tuesday, 7th January. We
learn that there are openings for two or three resident
pupils. Those desiring admission should without delay
correspond with Rev. Dr. Warden, Montreal.

An appeal on behalf of Manitoba
College sent by a warm friend of that
most deserving institution, for publication last week,
before the collection of last Sabbath day, reached us
too late for insertion in last issue, and would not be
timely this week. Attention will, however, be drawn,
in an early issue, to the important work entruste<
to Manitoba College, to the necessities of that work
and to the exceptional claims which it has on the
liberality ot the Church as a whole,

HManitoba
Colloge.

Bad Nows from Lhe news from China this week will bung
sorrow to many a heart in the Church.
Dr. Glover and four of his {cllow-missionaries are reported
as dangerously iil and at the point of death. The news
causes all the more anxiety in that details are awanting, the
mere fact having Leen so far, communicated. Dr. Glover
and his sister are under the direction of the Christian
Alhance of New York ; they are natives of Toronto and
before leaving for China were connected with Central Pres-
byterian church in this city. The brief cablegram does not
describe the trauble, but contains a request for the prayers
of the Church for the sufferers, which doubtless will be
widely granted.

Lottery Tickets. Here'sa queer mixture. Down in Mexico,
according to the Mexican Herald, the lottery is utilized as
a means for securing the favor of Almighty God. Thatis
to say, some of the Catholic clergy have introduced the
scheme of selling to the faithful tickets at ten cents each in
a lottery that has sowe marvelous prizes, among which are
nothing less than masses for the souls of the dead. In one
church, the other day, 7000 tickets ware sold at ten cents
cach, netting $700. The prizes were four principal ones,

and there were twenty minor cnes. The first prize was
thirty masses, which the lucky winner could apply to the
extraction from purgatorial torment of some relatve, or,
lacking that, of some friend. We fear some of our pricstly
friends have taken contracts for the future world in which
Almighty God is made to appear as a party, but which he
will decline to recognize. And masses based on the lottery
principle seem to be one of them.

There are seasons when, tor the moment at least,
the power ofthe world seems to drop. A strange und
awful sense of reponsibility comes upon us. We long
for a higher and aolier life. The vanity of the world,
the worth of virtue, the goodness of God, and the peace
of a trusting and devout heart are revealed to us, It
is a heavenly vision open befors the soul. Thesc hours,
when the soulis freed from its bonds and holds com-
municn with truth and God, . . . are blessed hours,
which, if obeyed, shall raise the soul upward to heaven,
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The Grace Of Giving.

Right reason, as well as Scripture, tcaches
us that the spirit and the motive of the giver is more
important than the gift, and that the grace of giving
must precede the act of giving, to secure divine approval.
«If there be first a willing mind, it 1s accepted according
to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath
not.” God judges o 1r gifts and all our doings by our
motives and purposes. What He chiefly cares for is
not the gilt, but the *“willing mind.” He loves the
cheeiful giver. ] .

In our appeals to others for liberal giving, whether
for purpe tes of private charity or in behalf of the great
agencies ot the Church, we should have respect, not
merely to the amount of the gift, but to the spirit of the
giver., He who can induce others to give much for
good objects, does well, but he who prompts them to
give cheerfully, docs better. The blessedness of giving
is much more apt to slip through our bands than the
material contribution. The gifts are visible; the cheer-
fulness of the giver's heart is an unseen thing. The
fear o favor of man may urge us forward to the liberal
act, but the love ot Christ can alone win us over to the
willing mind.

A revived, enlarged liberality and service such as
are now required to put into successful motion the
benevolent agencies of the Church, can only be the result
of a quickened iove and devotion in the hearts of the
disciples of Christ. It Christians will open their hearts
wide for the entrance and indwelling of the Holy Spirit;
if they will so welcome the presence of Christ by faith,
as to be filled with all the fulness of God—there must
also follow as 2 necessary result the willing mind for
giving and for doing; the cheerful, glad surrender of
soul and body to Him who loved us and gave Himself
for us.

t*Give Me thy Heart..”

Every generous act must be as Shakespeare says of
¢t the quality of mercy,” *“not strained.” No deed is
admirable which is done by other constraint that the
constraint of love. Innumerable songs have been
written to bubbling fountains, but itis hard to compose
an ode upon the town-pump. A silver cloud floating
in the depths of a sapphire sky is a scene that kindles
the tancy more than does a cable car dragged along
by the clutch of ** a grip.”

Every really beautitul life is moving freely of its
own volition toward some glorious end. No soldier
lives in song who fights for a shilling a day instead of
for a flag. The Christian lite -vhich comes up to the
Bible ideal is one that is *‘given” to God, not one
that is bought by promises or forced by fear.

There can be between Christ and the soul no pre-
nuptial agreement by which certain reservations are
settled and certain rights held back. Jesus Christ
does not enter into any bargain which like a modern
martiage requires four lawyers to execute the settle-
ments before the vows are spoken. And yet there are
people who wish to become Christian “ provided ™ it
does not forbid this, or exclude that, or shut out
something clse; just as the ardent lover is not too
ardent nowadays, but reserves his club rights before
assuming the responsibilities of a husband. The lover
who calculates too exactly the cost of a wedding-ting
is not likely to make the best benedict. In all real
love there must be a certain abandon and courage else
it will be found pinchbeck and not gold.

The Christian lhfe is far from being a joint-stock
company with **limited™ liabilities as to the stock-
holders. It must be all or nothing. Christ’s soldiers
are not militia whosc duties are bound by state lines,
but regulars whose duty is wherever the flagis. Itis
this which makes the relationship between the
Redeemer and tne redeemed so sacred.  Relationships
are tender in proportion to their intimacy. Monte
Rosa and the Matterhoin stand leagues apart, robed in
snow and jeweled with glaciers ; but two hillocks on
the prairic are found to run down to the same valley
and into cach other's embraces, garlanded with
anemones in May and wild roses in June and golden-
vod in Octobher. The Christian life which consists in
paying pew rent and a dollar a year for missions

brings little sweetness with it ; but if one would know
what that life really means let lum give his whole heart
to God, and his soul will blossom into song.

The Evening Service,

Pastors and Scssions in many of our churches are often
perplexed as to what shall be done to get the people out to
the evening service. ‘T'here is a sad indifference to the
second service, and that it ought to be removed goes with-
out saying. It is not, however, confined to the world’s
people, but characterizes those who wear the name of Christ.
Go into many of our churches on the Sabbath night, and
how few, comparatively speaking, of the members of the
church are present. Why is it?2 The people in one com-
munity may say that the pastor is responsible, because he
fails to make the service attractive, but if this be so, why is
it that in scores of other communitics the same state of
things prevails, where pastors whose pulpit powers cannot be
discounted, cndeavor to make this service interesting?
Pastors may be in some case responsible for lack of popular
interest 1 the Sabbath evening service—they may not
exhibit a sufficient degree of interest in it themselves—but
we are persuaded that no small measure of responsibility
rests with Christian people themselves. A great many of
them have in some way come to feel that one service on the
Sabbath is sufficient for them. Hence their pews are
vacant at the night service, and the result is that the interest
in the second service is very seriously diminished upon the
part of the public in general.

Can a minister be justly criticised, if, under such circum-
stances, he begins to exhibit less interest in the evening
than in the morning service? He certainly cannot be
expected to take a lively interest in *‘a beggarly account of
empty benches.”  If all the cormunicant members who
can passibly attend should regularly turn out to the evening
service, the cffect in every dircction would be most inspiring
and beneficial They can do it, and they ought to feel
that the interests of their church and of the cause of the
Master require it at their hands. How this delinquency
was cured in a certain church, is tersely exhibited in the
following statement, which we commend to the earnest
attention of all our readers:

“The cvening service on Sunday in a certain congrega-
tion was poorly attended. People thought they could not
come out twice oa a Sunday to church. The officers talked
the matter over. Their talk resuited in a pledge to cach
other that they would never absent themselves willingly
from the evening service, and that they would urge every
onc they saw to plan a second attendance. The parents
talked it over. They found that their children were not in
the habit of spending the evening religiously or profitadly,
and they determ’ned to set them an cxample of an earnest
devotion to spiricual concerns. They began going twice a
day the Sabbath after. The young men talked it over.
TF.y coneluded hat it was their duty to attend both
services. and to briag at Jeast one young man apiece with
them. The young ladies tzlked it over. They thought
that if they could go to a concert or party at night, it could
not do any harm to be at church after sunset. They
decided that they would go regularly, and take cach a young
woman with them. The minister did not know what to
make of it. He began to flatter himself that he was a latent
Spurgeon. The auendance was increasing cvery week.
Strangers sceing the direction of the :rond, followed. It
became the most popular church in the eity."—2Mid-
Continent,

The Young Man and the Church.

The closeness of the relation of the young man to
the Church is measured by the closeness of the relation
of the Church to the young maa. It is a reciprocal
arrangement ; in all relations there must be mutuality,
and the strength of the tie which binds on one side is
dc}:crmincd by the tenacity with which it holds on the
other,

Take the condition of the emancipated young man,
the man who passes from his home 'to a strange
community and 1s there confronted with the prcblem
of Church connection. \When at home he may have
belonged to the Church, constrained thereto at an
carly age by the presence of parental influence. To
him Church attendance had probably become a habit, a
perfunctory duty, a necessary sequence to his Sunday
breakfast. When, however, on the verge of manhood
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he travels to another region other influences are
brought to bear and, if he possesses any individuality,
any original force of character whatever, he is scarcely
likely to continue attendance upon Church, and espec-
ially upon a strange Church, merely in obedience to a
previously acquired habit. If he tform new Church
connections, he is 1mpelled thereto by some definite
purpose, and if he possesses any nobility of charadter,
or conception of Christian duty that purpose is the
fulfilment of the responsibilities which devolve upon
him as a Christtan man. When that is the case the
Church has for him 2 definite relation ; it has a defimte
meaning. It is not merely a plac: to make pleasant
acquaintances or to form Christian friendships.  Such
may result but they are distinctly secondary. He does
not join for any such purpose, but in order to complete
the larger life which he believes lies before him.

It is the opportunity afforded him tor carrying on
that work which devolves upon him as a Christian.
Without its aid he would be a solitary unit, and his
influence ordinarily small.  From it he derives impetus,
his own religious lite is quickened, his powers of doing
good are strengthened, because he has behind him the
potential force of the Church, which both aids and
impels. It is the meaasthat God has placed at his
disposal of carrying on the mission confided to him as
a follower of Christ. The tie, therefore, that binds
him to the Chnrehi is of tae closest character ; he owes
to it every sentiment of Christian allegiance.

The young man is the arm of the Church; his
relation to it is similar to that which subsists between
the member and the body. Further, his relation is
that of a trustee the trust being the mission which
Christ has confided unto the Church as his representa-
tive on earth, and which must be shared by all
Christian Churches, ?ogether with the heritage derived
from the founders {and builders of the particula
Church who gave of their energy and substance to
surround ‘. with those material accessories which
should rjake it an active, living force. The benefi-
ciaries are the great hosts of other young men, the
commuanity at large, that great mass of the people who
are unreached by any direct religious influence. In
this relation he is positively 1dentified with the Church,
a part of it, all her interests are his interests, every-
thing that concerns her welfare damands his attention
and anything which might detract from her prestige a~
a centre of united Christian activity should call for his
uncompromising opposition.

Thc Story of a Hymn.

A party of tourists formed a part of a large company
gathered on the deck of an excursion steamer that was
moving slowly down the Potomac one beautitul evemng
the summer of 18S1. A gentleman who has since gained a
national reputation as an evangelist of song, had buen
delighting the party with the happy rtendering of many
familiar hymns, the last being the sweet petition so dear to
every Christian, beginning, “Jesuy, lover of my soul.” The
singer gave the first two verses with much fecling, and a
peculiar emphasis upon the concleding lines that thrilled
every heart. A hush had fallen upon the listeners that was
not broken for some seconds after the musical notes had
died away. Then a gentleman made his way from the out-
skirts of the crowd to the side of the singer, and accosted
him with, “Beg your pardon, stranger, but were you actively
engaged in the late war?™ * Yes sir, the man answered,
courteously, ** I fought under Gen Grant.” ** Well,” the
fitst speaker continued, with something like a sigh, 1 did
my fighting on the other side, and think, indeed, am quite
sure, I was very near you one bright night cighteen years
ago this very month. It was such a night as this. If I am
not very much mistaken, you were on guard duty.  We of
the South had sharp business on hand, and you were one
of the cnemy. I crept near your post of duty, my
murderous weapen s my hand.  The shadows id me.  .\s
you passed back and forth you were humming the tune of
the hymn you have just sung. I raised my gun and amnwed
at your heart, and I had been sclected by iny commander
for the work because 1 was a sure shot.  Then out upon
the night rang the words :

¢ Covar my dofsnceless herd
With theshadow of Thy wing.*

Your prayer was answered. I couldn't fire after that. And
there was no attack made upon your camp that mght.  You
were the man whose life 1 was spared trom taking.” The
singer grasped the hand of the Southener, and said with
much emotion, ** 1 remember that mght very well, and dis-
tinctiy that fecling of depression and lonehness with which
I went furth to my duty. T koew my post was one of great
danger, and 1 was more dejected than 1 remember to have
been at any other time dunng the service. 1 paced wy
lonely buat thunking of houme and triends and all that hfe
holds dear. Then the thought ot God s care for all that
e had ueated came 0 we with pecnbar foice, 1§ He so
cared fur the sparross, huw much more tor man, created in
His own mmage, and I sang the prayer of my heart and 1
ceased to be alune. How the prayer was answered 1 never
koew tdl thus evenng, "—Selected.

Remember Your Own Faults.

Lo v ctaticism of others, let us remember that
wo have faults which our frends have to ex. se.
How mudh would be left of us o all those who sce
inconsistencies in us should clip away from our
character and reputation? It 1s an wmvanable rule
that those who make the roughest work with the
names of others are those who have themselves the
most unperfections.  Tone hger the beam i your
own cy¢, the more anxious are you about the mote
i somebody clse’s eyc.  Instead of gong about
town slashing this man’s bad temper, and the other
man's f Isity, and this woman's hypocrsy, and that
onc's mdiscretion, go home with the Ten Command-
ments as a momtor, and make out a hist of your own
derelictions,

Christmas Decorations.

Eben E. Rexford contributes an article upon
Christmas decorations, mainly as apphed to churches,
in the December Ladics’ Howme fouraal, He treats
the subject from the standpoint of onc having a
thorough knowledge of the value and application of
different shrubbery wad material, and a pronounced
talent for obtaining harmomwus, artistic and »triking
results. e details comprechensively the different
materials that can be used, and how best employed,
outlining a number of decorative schemes.  Addres -
ing himsclf directly to church decoration commuttecs,
he emphasizes the importance of thoroughly: planning
the decorative scheme before anything 1s done about
trimming the church.  “ Unless this is done the
result is almost surc to be unsatisfactory, because it
is without a definite plan, and everything 1s done
a haphazard way. Alwaysdecide uponsome scheme
of decoration that can be explamed to thuse with
whom you work, so that all will have an mtelhigent
idea of it, and can work toward the embodiment
of that idea in what s done. If possible, have a
sketch made of the effect you have m mind, so that
a better idea can be gamed of the scheme decided
on than can be given by a verbal deseription. Not
only docs this insure more artistic results than the
mcthod usually employed, which 1s sunply without
method, but it helps to expedite matters.”

A popular minister in Fifeshire, in the good old
times, used at Christmas to be inundated with hampers
liled with good things. On one occasion an enormous
turkey was sent to him by the thoughtful kindness of a
neighboring farmer;but as the minister's family had
already provided for the Christmas di-ner, the bird was
sent to the market and sold. A passer-by, sccing this
fine specimen of poultry, said, **\Vhat a splendid turkey!
Just the thing for the minister's Caristmazdinner.” To
the minister it was again scent. The provident wile
sent it again to the market, and sold it again for a
hanasome sum. Anather friend, similarly struck with
the splendid proportions of the turkey, purzhased it,
and sent it to the minister. The good woman, not
wishing to fly in the tace of Providence, said at last: “]t
1s clzar that the Lord means us to have this turkey,”
and with the approhation of the family, it formed part
of the Christmas dinner,
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Christmas.
HY MARUARET ¥, BANGNTRR,

Metry, morry Christmas !
Tho little children sing it,

And from every spire and steeplo
Tho glad bolls rock aud ring it !

‘The gateway or its morning
I resonant with pialso;

And chorals at ita evooing
Unnuinbered voices raisc.

No day %0 set to muaic
In all tho year of days,

Ay Christmas, Merry Christmas,
With its sheaves of lofty praise,

Merry, merey Chertmas,
Ago-long the sad world sought 1t,

Uatil from out the heart of heaven
Tho holy augels brought it.

Then all the earth grew brighter
By tho shige of ono sweot Star,

The lighteu torch that aont its beams
Oh ! glad snd wide aud far.

T'nen bent a fair young Mother
Above a little Child,

And the angcels sang their glorias
While that happy dother amiled.

Then Christmas, Morry Christmas,
Camo hither, came to stay,

When the Star, tho Star, steod over
The placo whero Jerus lay,

“No Heart for Christmas.”
DY MARION BARLAND,

The phraso occurs in tiwo letters that lio upou my dosk, They
aro 1u all things clso very unlike. Tho first and the longer of tho
two is from a woman whom acquaintances citc as ono of tortune's
favouritex. Sho has a beautiful home nnd beautiful children fill it ;
sho has wenlth which she delights o dispensc among those who
nced it, and sho furthor brightens tho world by a presenco as gen-
crous aud fair as tho sunthine. Her very handwriting Lespeaks
character aud intollect. Tho four words I have quoted fall, as by
their own heaviness, into tho closing paragraph of pagea that
sparklo with fun and fanoy. It is as if & golden goblet full of

biterness, had boen carricd high and steadily until an unexpected
jar, or it may be, @ weary turn of the bearer's wrist, sent a fox
dark drops splashing down upon the paper.

*“Tho children’s brains have tho topsy-turvyness inscparable
fromn tho season,” sho writes. ** I dutifully shut my oyes wiien I
open cupboards and drawers, and seal my carstostage whisperioga
that gn on in corners.  Lhe air is thick with mysterics many, and
young brows aro bent by rortentous plans. I whoseem to joy in
their joy, hido the heaviest sccrot of all. I havo no heart for
Christmas. The holiday soason and the weeks that usher it in aro
oue long agony. (od graunt o grace not to lot my darlisgs nucss
at tho truth !

Butwoen aad under tho liocs, as through a lattico from which
tho vicw is over the same, I sec tho loog, sere mound where the
widow will lay on Christinas Lvo, by stealth, not to dampen her
children's spir’ts, holly and laurestinus and such rosos as sho always
used to fiad on Christmas mornioy besido her plate.

The unformed chirography of the second letter belongs to tho
day when tho muthers of tho passiug generation insisted upon
hiaving « fino point to their quill pens as csscotial to **a lady-like
hand," Tho churactors arc palo, aud I catch myself wondering, in
turning the ruted sheet to the light, why women of tho writer's uge
and montal caliber never chance to buy black ink.

** Only Husband aud Mo aro left in the Old Home,” I read.
** None of our cight children can be with va at tho Holy days.
Yivo of them aro in Heaven. The other thiceare scattered over tho
face of tho earth.  Nam as in Chicago, Mary is travelling in Italy;
Frankic is in New Orloaus. Their Father and me, wo sat by the
firo 1 the witting-Roam last night, and looked at the Chimuoy-
picce where the stockings and eocks ueed to hang of a Christmas-
eve, and we said to one another. *we haven't got no heart for
Christnuag, this year. Don't let's keep it." When the hono is so
near br. xo up, the Holydays ain’t holydaya.”

0f courso 1 know what I oughit to writeto each of those women,
acparatod by social positicn and cducation as widely as if they
wero reaidonts of difforent plancts, yet sisters, in love, in loaging.
and in suffering. No many Christmas storics, and so many holi.
day homilies have bocn run in ono groove that tha reader of this
four-{cet-on a-fender chat anticipates cach step of the *ought-to-
be.” Tho sad hearted should forget sclfish sorrows, aud tho loacly
their yearning in prerent action for others' good. The route by
which sell-oblivion is said to Le roachod is a» well-knowa and is

boaten as hard as tho road to post-oflice and church in any country.
town where tho peoplo read the Chautauquan couruo after tho
manuer of to-day, and pray aftor the mauner of their fore-fathors.
Tho story of tho freezing soldier who rostored tho circulation of
his own bleod by chafing the frozon limbs of his comrades, has been
used to point this moral until poiut and edgze aro blunted,

Truoe, tho blesred fact abiles that giving of one's-s0lf to him
who is faint and woary, builds up, inste~d of impoverishing, the
giver. Obodienco to the homely rulo of trying to forget how badly
off wo aro by ministering to those who aro yet more wretched, has
lightened many s heavy spirit and healed tho amart of countloss
wounds.

I hava vo such proescription roady at hand while the mournful
eyos of these two women scem to look into tnino. Tho open shecta
are 10 mo tho rovealed depths of stricken souls that refuso to bo
comforted by human counsol. Representative souls thoy aro,
haunted ceazolessly by recollections of what will bo no more for
them on this side of heaven. Tho joy-bells of Christmas Evo bavo
au undertoll of desolation to their cars. Tho happicst days of the
year arc tho saddest to them, Close Lo their side, and thronging
their knces, aro shadowy forms that shut out tho light of Christmas
candles and Christmas Sunlight. For them,

41t is timo for memory and fer toars.”

God help them! God help us all as memory reviows the
tender grace of days for which wo would barter years of tho life
that now isours. Tho years that, in passing, havo strown ashcs
upon our heads, havo scattered them more thickly upon bearts and
hopes. It is not weak sentimentality thst makes ua feel it would
bo disloyal to push asido thoughts of those who once made tho
glad scason more glad. To smother reminiscenco and to rebuke
toars, is atoicism, uot Chriztian resignation. They who have gone
from our sight have a right to their place in our affections and in
our homes at this trysting-time. 7They woro given to us to have
and tohold. Tho Father does not mock us by snatching away that
which Ho bade us love ourselves. Qux treasurcs are in His holy
ward and keoping, but they are still ours. Forgetiulness would be
ingratitude to the Giver ; to cease to love and long for the departed
wounld be fickleness, To tho eyes of tho mother.heart the row of
Bttle stockings, limp at nightfall, fat and mishapen at dawn, is
uobroken. Sho could show you where the baby’s pink socks were
huug on his first Christmas Eve, and whero tho eldest boy porsisted
in driving a particularly atout nail tosupport tho prospective weight
of tho stocking that camo up to tho kneo of a loog leg to meet his
knickerbockers. Do oot let her try to tell you where and when
the gaps in the goodly lino began to come. The smoll of the roses
that blushed upon the breakiast.cloth beside tho wife’s piate, is as
present to her imagination sy when her silent kiss repaid the
donor. Her children are the very pulso of her heart, but their
voices will never again sound as sawect as whon upborne by deop,
manly tones. Talk as bravely as wo may of tho work of Time the
Healer, there is a look in the oyes with which we try to reassuro
ono another that tells of wounds forover raw, and a void we do not
hope to fill.

We bring gay spirits to other festivals, Christmas touches
finer and fullor chords. Sinoe the rounding of tho grave that cast
the firat laating shadow over our lives, wo havo learned by heart a
new and incffablo meaning in I belicvo in the commuaion of the
aaints.” Wo observe the Yulo-lido as a sacrament in tho senze
given to the term by tho esrly Fathors of the Church; * the
visiblo sign of an iovisible grace.” Uuscen guosts are with and of
us. Tho chimes that girdlo the globe with music on Christmas.
night arc not lost in heartless space. Even where.

** Loyal hearts and truo
Stand ever in tho light ;

All ragture through and through
It God's most holy light.”

ono element of that ti.urough rapture must be the momories that
unscal our tears, and which bring tender amiles to their cyes.
Thoy must think and talk of us oo the Boly Birthday as wo think
and talk of them, but with & difference the thought of which shonld
chango mourniug into thanksgiving. For them tho puzzle and the
pain, tho fever aud the fret, thostormand stress,—sad alliteratives
that make up tho major part of our lives,—are eternally overpast.
Whilo we ponder upon thoso thinzs and heep them in our hearts,

our Christmas.sacrament becomes a Feost of Commomoration. I1s
is tho truo All-Nouls’ Day.

** Alas, tor him who nev.. scos

The atars shino through his cyprosa trocs.

Who hath pot loarned in hours of faith

The truth to flesh and scnio unkaown,

That Life is over Lord of Doath

And Love 3an nover lossits own. ™ .
Interior,
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Christmas in Many Lands.

ONRIBTAMAS IN CANADA.
Written for the Review.

The Hand that is Iaid so eoftly and kindly upon tho hearts of
sll the world at Christmas.tide, atilling its orics, calming its foars
goothing its pains, uplifting ite hopos, subduing its anmitics,
drawing it noarer to tho bosom of God and binding all the
families of men into ono vast brotherhood, is felt i1n Canada
most olesrly and m<st profoundly. Itisa wondrous fecling that
stoals in upon all mon, and takes possession of them, as if by
sovereign right, and rales over them with undisputed sway. 1t ia
ites!t & witness to tho first Advent of the Lord from Heaven, of
whom tho Horald Angels sang, ** Glory to God in the Highest, On
Earth Peace, Good Will to dMen.” It isa season of unwonted joy
and gladness. And to it Canada is moss susoeptible and respon-
sive. Indeed, to Canadiane Obrieimas is their ono universal
holiday. Other rcd ledtor days in ¢he Calendar such as the Quoen'’s
Birthday, Thanksegivio ; and New Years Day aro only partially
observed, but Christmas is observed by all. All crecda snd all
nationalities within the bour3is of the Domiunion ocelebrate
Chrisymas as sympathetically end as thoroughly as though they
were to the manner born. Fven Scotohmon who at homo never
kept & Christmas, but sacredly kept tl:e New Years Day and Auld
Hanzel Monday, are found in Canada converted to the observanos
of a day that erstwhile they wounld bave regarded as rank nopsry.
In this new land of promice all its unhallowed associations have
fallon away from it, and it is only a delightfol rominisc ace of
the coming of-Christ into our nature fo effect our redemption.
It brings peace in its bosom snd good will on its lips. It is a day
of good desds., Men lose their sclfishness for a time, and give
clear indioations of how muoh better they might be, Then those
less Iavored in their earthly lot are thought of, and suitable gitts
are sent to them. Clothing for the naked, food for tho hungry,
prosents for the friendless, Even in the goals tho prisoners aro
fed with dainty diches by the best men and women of the place
All sooiety is thrilled by u strange love, and what is more, its
actions revoal it. It throws asido its reserve, it forgeta for the
nonce its conventional rales, and acte in a heavenly charity. The
lines in haggard faces are smoothed ous, the burdens of troubled
hearts aro ghared and lifted, the accentnated differences in
Booiety are lost sight of, and the rich salute $he poor with kindly
grooting, and the yoor racoguize the rich withont the hard and
bitter touckh of envy.

It is tho day of family rennions, and friendly gatherings. The
boys and girls come home and sit together onoe again beneath the
family roof tree, The friends of yore renew the sacred bonds to
Xoep their hearts mellow throughoat the uncertain fotare, Itis
above all, the children's day, far from aoross the sea St. Nicholas
or Banta Claus has come with his long grey beard, and his
shoulders burdened with store of candies, toys and games, to stuff
into the stockings hung up beneath the mantlo piece over-night,
in answer to the letters that have been sent ap the chimnay by the
littlo ones who wish for particular gifts.

Their faith in the old dutch saint is unfaltering and firm. Wo
have seen in our Canadian towns as an adveriisement, a man
dressed up as Santa Claus, driving aboat his aleigh with jingling
bells, and towering behind him dolls, and toys and carts aud story
books to rouse desiro in every little rosy onlooker. No greater
disappointment oould come to & Canadian child, than that 8anta
Claus should mies his way to his stocking.

Raligious sorvice is held in msany churohes, principally the
Episcopalian and Roman Catbolic and dethodist. 1t in other
denominations reforence to the day is rade it is ugually on tho
B8abbath. How far tho effertcry keops up the religions obssrvanoe
of the day we oannot tell—bat in many churches the offertory is
for the officiating clergyman,

We love Christmas for its humanizing effect, for its arrest laid
on the evil eloments of our naturo, and its encouragoment and
soops gived to the bettor elements to coma forth into cloar mani.
festation, and thereforo trust it ohall ever remain Canada’s one
great holiday and festive ocession,

CHRISTMAS IN AUSTRALIA.

Tho average Australian has no recolloction of snow.clad fields
at Christmas time, and the Yale log ia not for him,

His recollections are rather of o day when the gweltering heat
makes him glad to seek tho shade and tako life gently. Itisa
day which noverthelezs he does not willingly pass by. The forn
fronds aroe placed over the door, with hero and thoro a belated

wattle blosrom, while flowers of the eosson find their place—ihe
ohuiusst prodacts of tha conservatory in tho hall of the city
merchant, and te equally deliclous bunch of wild Sowers in tho
{er-off cabin of the bush man.

The Chriatmar Carol, aa it really ie, wo hnow not, though tho
air is balmy and tho nights are Leautifully finy, and thore is every
induooment to soronado and sing tho swoot esongs of tho Nativity.
But wo resorvo our oavol einging for Church on Christmas Sunday,
it we racognizo tho old timo custom at all.

Thoro &ro many drawbacka to Christmas keoping in this new
land. Woe lack tho old aescoiations, and religious thought about
tho day is not very olearly defined.

Tho one point whoro the Aunstralinn joine * hande across the
soa ' with his brothren of tho old world is this, that to him
Chrirtmas is ctsontially n timo of ¢ good oheer.™ 1o has learnt
but fow couplots, but ho is well up in the one that sings of
¢ Christmas coming onco & yoar,” and ho knows tho second hno
better than the firat.

It io a time of holiday making. On Christmas livo as many of
the oity people a3 ocan got away do 8o, and tho hoarts of Trafllo
Managers aro made glad by tho hoavily-ladon trains that leave
our great ocentres with wearied workers making inland for a day
or two or going to tho seaside for a look at old ocean.

The ooach, the boggy and the saidlo back are all prossed into
tho service at tho railway end, and by midnight you may safely
aay that all Australia is in the place whero it has determined to
*¢ kosp Christmas,”

Aund on tho morrow everyone seems dotermined that it shall be
a day of oheer, oven unto profasion and sanbsequont indigestion.
Lot depression como and retronchment bo sovere —that is for tho
morrow of the Now Year—tho day of tho turning ovor of the new
leal. Oa this day it is willed that the board shall be bountifally
spread. Your Australian is a liberal man, and ho is gonerons to®
others. Moved by the kindly epirit which entors the hearts of
English-speakiog people at Christmas time, and ia unto them a8
an annual consoience, he goes out to seo how his poor neighbor
may be faring.

And thy vory poorest do well on this day. Our daily papors
are fllled with Christmas appoals, which ever meet with n goodly
response. At the Old Coloniste' Home or the Asylum, tho aged
man and his wifo who have sought rofuge for a few more days
from the blasts of mislortuno that have boen too keen for thom,
sit down t5 the well-ramembarad fave, and after dinuer talk of
tho happy days gone bye. Xor uno day in the year their old worn
hearts are tenderer, and lifo seoms pleasant again.

But away from the maunasion of the city or the busy ssaside
watering place—out north the stockrider and the shopherd dream
of hoae. Thoy find it horribly dull, if the truth must be told, for
tho heart sickness is upon them, and the poor follows find it
icdeed, as ono of them has suong, * the dreariost day of all the
dreary year."

But tho groat lack at Christmas ic the lack of tho truo home
gathering. Heimgang is not as sweot a sound for us ag it might
be. Herssnnd thore the young Australian will be found on his
way to geo the old folke, but he makes a prosy business of it. It
takes him half an hoar to tell all he hes to tell beforo ho goos to
bed. In tho morning be walks round the garden with * the old
man " ; then lights his pipe for the fifth time as he lies down
uoder tho big mulberry tres and wonders whan dinner will be
reody.

Bat, for this one thero are dozens who scatter. Christmas
Day is a boliday, and not mach at that. It holde us eooially to
old ascociations, it at all.

Tha great thought of Ohristendom that ** unto you is born this
day in the City of David, a 8aviour, which is Christ the Lord,"”
troubles us bat little, unloas Christmas Day should bappen to fall
on Sunday. It bas no epecial hold upon us nationally. Wo havy
a8 yet no national day, though we havo fixed tho date. But even
that bas oo heroio atory to make it noble as wken a nation
celebrates tho throwing off of an oppreseor’s yoke. It is a holiday,
aud eimply tella that in the poacoful ongoing of tho nations
avother young giant bas been born.

Yot let us not forget that oven Christmas docs moau some-
thing to as, and as we rejoics in our native sunshine and our
glorio%s sky, let us think of thoso beyond thosea and sing to
thom :—

* Bat oold windas bring not Christmas-tide or budding roses Juue,

Aud while 'tis night upon your sido wo revel ia the noon.
Kind bearts make Christmas ; Jane can bring blue sky or clouds

abovo; .
The only univereal Spring in that which comes o love.”
LY

CHRISTMAS IN ENGLAND.
« Christmas comos but onco a year,
And when it comos it brings good cheor.”
Tho old ocoaplet, 80 often on the lips of Englishmoen at
Christmas time, wheiber a8 an incentive to jollity or an excuso
for it, givos tho note of the folling with which Christmas is
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regarded in Buogland. It sudicatus the supramo place the day holds

amony the festal days of the your It is a reminisence of a timo
when holidsys wers not so common in ** Merrie Eogland ¥ as they
aro now, and when tho grost holiday of the birth of Christ was
troasured and mado tho very most of.

Theugh a hieart full of Christmas can make good cheer in the
dullest weather, yot Christmas woather has much to do with
Christmas cheer, When the day is without mist or rain, it is
mattor of thankfuluess. When it is clozr with a hard frost, it1sa
eause of sober joy. But when, following a weok of keen weather,
a good fall of snow has sifted down through the unvext mir a day
or two beforo, lyiny gently on the trees and the hedge rows and
the meadows, and then o {ros, comnes on Christinas Eve, and makes
the anow crisp and firm and sparkling, then tho soul of the scason
#ocs into tho blood, and the Christmas groetings ring with a
heartineas that means that Chrismas is going to be merry indecd.
Men say to one another : ** A real, old-fashionec Christmas, sirt

Though Christmas standsalone us tho crown of the year's glad-
ness, it is waited oo by deys that o before and prepare for it.
There id the choosing of the cards and the xfts that earry the
assurance of goodwill, Thore is the hangug up of the stocking
which Santa Claus will come and fill when eyes that tried to keep
awako to catch him are at last woighed down with drowsy head.
There is the practieing of the ringers who make themaclves ready
to send out across tho snow when the hour comes, the music of tho
“ merry, merry bellsof Yule.” Thereis ou Christinas Eve the
visit of the waits who sing, sweot and low, so that their song 1s as
il beard in & drean,

God rest you, morry gontlemen,
May nothing you dismay,

For Clrist a little child was born
Upon a Christraas Day.”

Thero 13 the hanging of the mistletoe and the weaving of the holly
round the Christmas hearth. Above all, there is the prcparation
of the heart and mood ; for Christmas is the scason when all family
quarrels are healed, and thoae who havo been uniriends shake
hands and renow friendehip, and neighbors who have been
nnneighbously coms close to ergh other—the season of peace and
goodwill to all mankind.

Chrismas dividos Englishmen into three clastes. There are
those, and thcy are an increasing number, who look upon
thristmas Day as a mere holiday, in the senso of a playday, and
who spond Christmas as they spond zny other holiday, in reating,
in pleasuring, in foasting. Thero are others who rogard it as a
holy day, on which they must zo to church, though they may not
darken a church door till Christmas Day comos roundagain ; others
of them keoping the wholo day zacred as the Fast Day used to be
kept 1n Scotland. And there arc others again to whom it is both
holy day aud holiday ; who in the morning attend service, in which
the hymas and tho lessons and the sermon have in them the spirit
of the season, and spend the rest of the day in making merry with
{ricuda ; closing the day by taking the children to asacrod concert
ot to hoar the Christwas oratorio ¢ The Messiah.™ i

Chrisimans observances are changing in England with the chang-
ing yoars; but the feeling wrought into the very nerves of the
prople by roligious custom and tradition, going back into a dim
past that no one ¢ n tell the beginning of, is still there, and makes
the proyer in tho * In Memoriam ™ a not altogether empty onc—

** Riss happy niorn, rise holy mora,
Draw forth the cheerful day from night:
O Father, touch the cast and light
The light that shone when Hope was born,™

CHRISTMAY IN TRELAND,

Chrastmas in ircland is observed very much as Christmas in
England. It is the groat home-featival of the year. The sons and
dauihters,childron and srand.children, gatherround the Christmas
fire. The mistlotoe in the hall is as attractive to young Irish
hearts and lips as it is 10 those of colder blood. Roast boef, roast
turkey, plum pudding, snd mince pics, appear and disappear as in
less culturod landa.

The one distinctive foature connocted with the Christmas
season which 1 remember from & boyhood spent in the South of
Ireland is the custom of ** huuting the wron.” On the morning
after Christmas Day - known to the dovout people of Southern
Ircland as St. Stephen’s Day— you are very sure to bo awakened
hy tho noise of sinzing boforo your door or beneath your bedroom
window. You look out and sce & company of men and boys
unging & cutious aong, of which I only remember the follawing
verse .

The wren, the wren, the king of all birda,

St. Stephen’s Day ho was caught In the furre ;
Althouzh he s little, his family is groat,

No we pray you, good mistrees, to give us a treat.

You also observe that ono of the catrollers carries a holly bush,
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decked out with fantastio ribbons, in the midst of #hich the poof
wron {s (or is supposocd to be) a prisoner. If thesinging is good, the
interviow betwoon theawakoucd housohold and theawakeningchor-
{stersusuallyendsinthobestowalofthooustomary ¢*Christmas-box,"

In the Jouraal of the Royal Sozioty of Antiguaries in Ireland
(80001, p. 240), tho Rev. James O'Laverty, .1, M.R.LA.,
tells how a similar custom ofjhunting the swallow and afterwards
begying, provailed amony the boys of ancieat Greoce (see also
Liddell and Soott's Greek Lexioon nuder Chelidoniama). Father
trLaverty says that the origin of all these customs must be
roforred back to the infancy of the Indo-Europeun nations, and
the various festivals celobrated by them at sundry seasons of tho
year, and that it is therofore vseless to seck for that origin in
Ireland.

The most plausible explanation is that whioh is given in Brand
and Hazlitt's Popular Antiquitics of Great Britain, where we
read :—

““ This singular custom is founded on a tradition that in former
times a fairty of uncommon beauty exerted such unduse influence
ovor the malo population, unat she, at various times, induced by
her sweet voice numbers to follow her into the aea, where they
poerished. At length a knight-errant sprung up who discovered
some means of countervailing the charms uged by this siren, and
even laid a plot for her deatruction, which she only escaped by
taking tho form of a wren” But a spell was laid upon hor, and
though she esoaped instant annibilation, it waa decreed that “e
must ultimately perish by human hands. Hence the annual
pursuit of her by men and boya.

1 should add that *f the wren-boys,” as they are called, ars, so
far as I can find, unknown north of Dublin, or even in tbo
neighborhood of Dablin itself. Lilte many another quaint old
Irish custom, they wers banished by English influcnco beyond the
reyion of * The P’ale.”” Bat their memory remains with mo amid
other memories of the dear old Emerald Isle. Still, far away
under the Southera Cross, I fancy I cau hear their kindly voices
and see their merry Irish faces lit with the gladness of the
Chriatmas time.

1 dreamed of wanderings in the woods emongst the holy groen ;
I deeamed of my own native cot, aud porch with ivy scroen;

I dreamed of lights for ever dimmed—ol hopes that can’t return—
Aud dropped a tear on Christmas fires, that never more can burn.

CHRISTMRS IN SCOTLAND.

(‘hristmas in Scotland * Why—that is just Christmaas in
England, with, however, lcss of the Church clement in it. Still
the very namo of Christmas sonds a throb of joy and oxpectancy
throughout the land as a time when families reunitc—when clerks
and cmployes run homo to scc the old folks—and ihen the
student turns his back on Alma Mater to spend a week with his
real Mater—the dear old lady with the white hair that awaits him
in his distant homo!

From a #ocial point of view, Christmas in Scotland is very
much what it is elsewhere, with ita good cheer, its warm hospi.
tality, its mirth, ita jollity—ycs, even to the evergreens end the
mistletoe!

But you ask: ** What did we do before Christman was go
generally kopt?” Had wo no national fesivalin itaatend? Well,
yes. Kew Year's Day was the great Scotch festival. 1 can
remember tho zest with which ag a boy I looked forward to it,
and the various enjoyments that were usually associated with it.
1 can remember too somo things that wero scaccely enjoyments,
though thoy were meaunt to baso. In particular I would rofer to
“Rirst-fittin.” It was dying out in my boyhood, and long sinco it
has passcd away altogether. Butall the morel may just say a
word about thie old custom. It spranyg from the root of kindness
—tho desiro to bo the first to wish their {rivnds “ A happy New
Year!” Hence the name *‘First-footing;" that is, trying to bo the
firgt foot that crossed a friend’sthreshold. And in this io itsclf
there was no barm. There was harm, howervor, in its accompani-
monts, for the visitor invariably carried with him a bottle of whisky,
and nolens volens everyone who did not wish to be sct down s
unfricndly must needs “‘taste’ and oxchange “‘the compliments
of the soason, ™ ' A guid New Yearto you!” “Andthe same to
you, and wishing you many o' them!" Thoe last abservant of the
custom that I remember was anold man of well-njgh eighty years,
who, long after it had ceased and determined so far as the com.
muaity generally was conoorned, through the forco of habit still
was first-foot in tho houses of his nearcst neighbours. When be
died, *““First-fittin' " died with hjm in my native parish.

1ut do not supposa that the observance of Now Year' o Day in
Seotland wasboond up with drinking. Far from it. Ev enin my

boyhood 1 can remembar little excess, whilst the tone of so ciety on
(Dis subjoct has boen rising ever aince. Drinking bouts dats
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fucther brok. Aud while thore aro still exceptions, as thero ever
will bo, yot asa rule tho public sertimont is wholesome,

As to how tho day was spout lirgoly depended on the woather
When this was favourablo, various outdoor sports wercs resorted
to; but we considored it a spocial lolight whon a ‘‘black™ frost
guvo smooth ico. Then on neighhouring loch or dam Now Year's
Day was colobratod in grandest 8.,yle. From far and nesr friends
mot on tho ico, and souter and tlacksmith, dominic and farmor,
Iaird and ministor joined in the ‘Roaring Game,”~a ropublic in
whichall minor distinotions disappeared, and tho best man was
the man who could plant his 8fono on the T and guard it with
his next !

ZHRISTMAS IN WADKS

Rendars may Lave hoard of the “Welsh Plygain.” 1t was a
religious service held in all the churchesin Wales, at throe o’clock
on Christmas morning, to watch the dawn commemorative of the
coming of Christ, and the daybreak of Christianity. Thisbasuti-
ful gorvice oisong, prayer, praise, »1d thanksgiving was generally
held throughout the Principality at that carly hour fifty years ago
‘The Plygain is still kept up in a3me of the remots parts of Walcs:
but the hour has been changed from three to six, seven, or oight
o'clook, and the present Plygain bear but fow of the character-
istics of the old Plygain of the Cymry. Tho older folks who
romember the service, when in its full swingabout half a century
sinco, say that sometimes they started at one or two1n the morning
~the timo doponding upon the distance to be traversed to the
placo of meeting. Sometimes the distance was twe, three, or
tnore miles and in that casas latge party met at a coriin powts
and picked up others on the way, 8o that by tho time they reached
the church or chapel a good number was congregated together.
It wag arule that those families living nearest the pluce of
meeting should receive the friends from a distance to broakfast
immediatoly afterthis early service. This ropast was snbstantial
and exceptionally welcome after the long and cold walk, followed
as a rule, by a lengthy service of from two to three hours.

On Christmas Day, and during Christmas week overy year, in
various districts in Wales, is is customary to hold local Eistedd.
fodan (my readera will understand that only onc National
Eisteddfod is held annually, and that in ono of the three suinmer
months). At theso Wolsh gatherings, prizes arc given to the
best competitors in music, literature, including pootry and proae,
and art. Prizes aro also given for the beat specimens of knitting
of hand-spun, and hand-woven goods, Npecial preaching sorvices
arc also held, 2.d large congregations asscmbic to hear some of
the leading preachers of the Principality.

CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY,

There is a charm abous Christmas-tide in Gormany which one
does not experienoe anywhere else,

To the visitor, the novel mode of its colebration affords unex.
peocted pleasure, while $o the native.born its associations are more
lasting than any other childbood memories, and rsmain {rosh and
groen in epite of age or foreign olime. Thers is no sxperisnce more
painfal to & German than the first Christmas spent away from
the Fatherland. X have a vivid recollection of tho utter lonelincss

and God-forsaken fecling which possesscd me the first Christmas
Tspeat in the Australian bush, some fiftecn yoars ago.

The observanco of Christmas is nationalised in Germsny, and
its manifold peouliar delights are heartily onjoyed alike by old and
young, rich and poor.

There, as among the Jews, feative days are reckoned from
eundown tosundown, The days being very shors, the oslebrations
usually begin about four o'clock on what wo torm ‘ Christmas
Eve.”” Belore that time the finishing touohes have bson givon to
the housshold decorations, and evaryone appesars in their best at
tho first famity feast, This foast takes place from four to ten
o'olock, aocording to rank. On the farms, as in othor bomes of
humble socioty, this mesal forms a bond of union betwoen master
and mon, when, in faot, no wine is too good to wash AWAY past
griovance, and all eat and drink onoe moro as tha best of 2riends.
At this timo, tod, it is customary for master and mistress to
distributo presents to their workmon and servants,

Evory bome has its own Christmas-tree laden with gifts, and
docorated with artistio confootionary such as only Germaus can
make.

The unveiling of Wis tree constitutes the ohrildren's ohief joy,
in whioch every member of the housthold pazticipstes.

Christmas day propar is obsorvad with nousar! eacredness and
solomnity. Everybody goss to Canrch—some for she first and
only time during the year, Charohes, therefore, aro crowded, and
for Ahat resson, if for no other, evaryons enjoys Lairg thero.

So far as my rooollootion goos, no visitors aro expooted on

Chiristmas day, but the lollowing day -** Becond Chivistmag day
ug it {s termed—is alive with partios nud pleasures of all kinde.

The Euvglish, we aroe told, ** take their pleasures aeriously ;' the
Gormans cortainly do not. .Gorman oustom seoms to eny,
*‘Ploasuro is as natural as work, therofore bo as thorough in your
pleasures as in your othor duties,” honco overy oitizon of tho
Fatherland takes his ploasure withouv Jruplea of vonsoience.

Aaother distinotive foature of Christmas in Gormany is. *“.at
its manifold dolighta are shared by tho poorest, whoeo ocupboards
aro well atocked by their moro prusporous noighbors, As for the
javoniles, I doubt whothor the joys of wealthior childron can at
all compara with thoirs, In antioipation of Christinas ohoor for
thom, overy Hausfran lays in stook a coasidorable. snpply of
oonfectionary, for whioh, ascording to custom, tho children call
from houso to houso, until their white calico bags are stuffed to
almost equal in size their round-faced owners. Tis Gorman
confeotionery is made in a varioty of shapes, such aa troes, frait,
flowers, anitaals, or *nt 7, and all may be put ¢ 1 a string,

Each ohild's ambition is to got tb, moss, and the probable
rosult 18 cagorly inquired into by the clildren thomsel: s, who oall
at each othera' houscs for that purpiso.

They often oxchange their var.ous kinds of confsotionary,
much a3 their Englich cousins do their marbles.

The festive aeason over, another matter of rivalry among the
children is to ses who can make their stook of sweets last tho
longest. It may surprise my young readera to learn that some of
theso Deutsohe Kinder manage to keop soms into the second
month of the year.

Ghristmas in Germany, is usaally accompanied by plenty of
ice aud snow, which greatly enhanoce the fostive pleasures. Should
the weather be dry and frosty there is always a good deal of
sleighing aocross land and water, rogardless ol roads, fonoss, or
gutes—all levelled by the ¢ beauntifal snow.”

Should the atmosphsre be moist so ¢hat the snow: will adhero,
the Garms.a epirits are not damped, sinoo their pleasures are not
lost, bat only changed. What now would make walking and
sleighing diffionlt, makes snow-.balling easy. The obildren espe.
cially bail with delightthese fresh diversions, and they may be
seen by the 80sro in the snow fashioning Father Christmas in his
native spotless white, ornwwenied with bright glass eyes, while
nose, cars, oyes, and moastachs are raadily supplied by moist mud
from tho tip of the finger.

Ncedlees to say, this snow-Father appears in all shapos and
sizes, according to tho skill and ambition of his yonug arlists, who,
liko some bigger children, bsgin their sport by admiring and
choering their self-made god, and vary the amusement by pelting
him and kaocking him out of shape with caow balls,

Should ths wasther permit, ekating on ttia ice affords ucweary-
ing pleasurs to old and young.

To bs in Germany at Christmas and ao} bo full of happinoss is
almost an impossibility.

To be at work, to do things for the world, to turn tho currents
of things about usat our will, to make our cxistence a positive
element, oven though it be no bigger than a grain of sand in this
great systom where wo live—that is a aew joy of which the idle
man konows no moro than the mole knows of sunshine, or tho
serpent of the eaglo’s triumphant flight into the upper air. The
man who knows, indeed, what it is to act, to work, crios out:
“ This alone is to live.”

A Christmas Greeting.

1 wish a merry Christmas
To overy homo on earth ;

May lowly cot, may prlace hall
Re-ccho genial inirth

May childreu's laughtor gaily ring,
Auad happy voices gladly sing

A fond and joyous welcoming
T'o merry, merey Christmas!

I pray a holy Christmas
May come to every heart ;

A timo of aweet trandquility
From troubloas care apart.

An hour for thoughts to soar abo- -
For heart to realizo the lovo

Ana grace divino that, like a dove,
Breod o'er thix holy Christmas,

God send a blessed Chistmas
To cvery patient life;

A littlo resting from tho toil,
A surcease of the strifc,

Mav Faith breatho words of gentlo cheor,
Hopo point to roses blowing near,

And tender love and friends sincerc
Make this a bles~ed Christmas!
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] CHRISTMAS GUESTS. Irsar ozes, wo kzow Low loog ye stroggled bravely, s
] — . And died upon tho batile-f21d of God.
l[ The quiet duy in winter beaaty closes, And some are hero whoss patient souls wero riven
( And suoses olonds are tinged with crimon dye, By our bard words s d“’“ Xs of cold d’s? Tive
: As if the blashoa of cur faded roses y of 8 anc JooKs ol cold disdain ;
i Came back 1o tint the sombre Christmas sky. &b, loving hoarts, to spesk of wrong forgiven

Yo oome to visit our dark world again!
¢ We sit and watch the twilight darken slowly .

) Ivics tho 113 gloam upon the lone hillside, ; Dol one thero is, more kind than any other,
: Azd io the stillnoss growing deep and holy, Whose prosence fills tho silent bonss with light ;
Oar Ubristmas guosts cows in this eventido. The Prinoe of Peaoe, our gracious Elder Brother,

¢ to his birthday least with ua to.nigh
They enter s2{tly ; scme with baby {aces, omes e ¥ foast with ua to-night.

Whose swnet blus oyes bave scaroely looked on life:
We tid ther welcome o their vacant places ;
They wor he psace, and nsver knew the stnile.

Thou who wast boro and cradled in s manger.
Haat gladdened our poor eatth with hope and rost,
O best beloved comenos as a stranger,

Aud some with steadinst glanoes meet us gravely. Bat tarry, Lord, var friend and Christmas goeat.
Thuir bands point backward to the pathsibey trod ; —Guvod Werds
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“[ won't 1ell mamma what I've got, till after-
ward,” she said, *‘because she may feel badly

P—

Daisy's Christmas Shopping.

Une afternoon shortly before Christmas, a littie girl
named Daisy Edmonds sat before an open bureau drawer
m her own little room, counting over the Christmas
presents which she had bought or made for other people.
She had taken good care to lock the door so that her
trothers, Carl and Harry, should not surprise her by
entering suddenly and getting a peep at the pretty things
she had been carefully hiding for days. Very tenderly
she lifted out one package after another, unfolding the
soft wrappings and gazing with admiring eyes upon each
object in turn.

There were the dainty work-bag for mamma, the
smooth ivory paper-cutter for papa to cut the pages of
his new magazine with, two lovely games for Harry and
Car}, and a box of candy for each of them beside. Then
there were the braided lamp-mat which she had worked
herself for grandma, the perfumed handkerchief-case for
Aunt Annie, picture-books for her two baby ccusins,
and two smart neckties apiece for the cook and waitress.
Sne also had a littlc remembrance for each of her play-
mates, and for her teachers both in the day school and
Sunday school.

\Vhile turning over the leaves of the booklet she had
chosen for her Sunday school teacher, Daisy suddenly
stopped short and caught her breath. It came to her
tike a flash that she had forgotten to get presents for her
minister and his wife, both of whom she loved dearly.

¢ Oh, how could 1 forget my dear kind Mr. and Mrs.
Bradford ! ** she exclaimed, her sunny face clouding
over for an instant. Then hurriedly locking up her
trcasures, she hid the key behind a vase on the mantel
and took out her purse to see how much money she had
left. Alas! her little hoard of Christmas money had
melted away eatirely, all but two cents.

Immediately she started to go and ask her mother to
to give her more money, but at the head of the stairs she
paused. She was a thoughtful little girl, and remem-
bered that she had already asked twice for more money
for her Christmas shoppiag; and the last time, she
remembered that her papa had looked rather grave, and
mamna had explained to her afterward that his busi-
ness was troubling him and that it made him feel sorry
not to give his children as liberal a sum as usual to
spend ia holiday gilts.

* I must make the two cents do, some way," she
said firmly. * I can’t ask for more money, and hurt
papa’s feclings.”” So she skipped down-stairs, put on
her far jacket and tam-o’-shanter, and started off once
more for Miss Crinkle's attractive shop where she had
made nearly all her purchases. It was a small town in
which Daisy lived, aud a few moments' walk brought
herto Main Street.  She walked about some time among
the fascinating things at Miss Crinkle's, trying to find
some little thing that cost only one cent. Finally she
saw some handsome penholders in a case. They were
black, and ornamented with gold, with gold pens in them,

*Qh, a pen would be just the thing for Mr. Brad-
ford to write his sermons with ! she said to herself.
Bu? when she found that they were a dollar and a half
her heart sank. A happy thought came, however,
immediately after.

** How much would a steel pen cost; just the pen,
without the penholder ?** she asked bravely.

*¢ Oh, stecl pens are ten cents a dozen, or a cent
apiece “replied the clerk.

** Very well, 1 will take one,” said Daisy.

\Vhile she was picking out a nice bnght one, shke
*allenly remembered that the long pins with Mack
- rads, such as her mamma wore to fasten un her hat,
ala cost but one cent.  She had bought some *here for
"1 only a <hort time before. It would be a very s<uit-
alle present for Mrs. Bradford, she thought: so she
«tked for one, and when both her small purchases were
:-\'!t.l up in lssue-paper she ran home with a lyght

iCuatl.

‘%7 that 1 couldn't get something nicer for them.
>l Anyway, they are very useful presents, and beside
7], mamma said that any gift no matter how small,
i"lj was valuable if only real heart love went with it,"”
42) and so Daisy dismissed the subject from her

thoughts.

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford were just getting up from
the breakfast table on Christmas when Daisy Edmonds
appeared in the doorway. looking like a little picture,
with a bunch of holly berries in her hand.

“I've come to wish you a merry Christmas,” she
said, **and to bring you cach a very little gift. I hopc
you will find them useful, if they aren’t much of a
present ; but a great deal of love goes with them, and
mamma says it's the love that makes the present
valuable. Perhaps you will write one of your sermons
with this, Mr. Bradford, some time,” and she looked
shyly into his face as she handed him the bright, new

en.

‘“Why, Daisy, a brand new pen!” th: minister
exclaimed, ** Why, that's exactly what I was needing.
how could you guess!’ ang the little girl was suddenly
taken up into his strong arms. *¢ I shall write my very
best sermons with it, yes indeed, dear child ; and let me
tell you that the text of one of them shall be your own
sweet self,” and as he bent to kiss her, Daisy thought
she saw tears shining in his eyes, which seemed to her
a very fuony thing to happen.

¢ And I shall tie a ribben on my Christmas hat-pin
so that it will not get mixed with the others in my pin-
cushion,” said dear, kind Mrs. Bradford, and 1 shall be
very choice of it and only wear it with my very best
btonnet! "

So they petted and praised and thanked her and
made her feel so happy.

When she got home and told her papa and mamma
the whole story, to her surprise they both hugged and
hissed and praised her, too; and for just a moment she

o

B thought she saw tears
R <hining in their cyesalso.
™ But asthey weresmiling

g all the time, and laugh-
} ing and looking at each
other iu a happy way,
Daisy felt sure that they
must be what she called * happiness tears,” and was
rladder than ever that she had managed to make the
two cents do, without troubling dear papa and mamma
about it in any way,

IFaxsie Locise WEeweg in Dec. ** Youth's Companion.”

Cambric Tea.

My marima saya that vambrie tea,

Ix good for little irle like mr

~ha makes it very white and thin
Instead of prttidg onmbne- 10,

12 really 18 » A'hicious drink,
Anlidoesnt taste as you would thuk.
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Looks into Rooks.

Tux Couurxion Rrotstzr. —Second edition: revited andimproved.
By Rev.Louis H. Jordan, M.A., B.D. Montreal, W.Dryadale
and Co. Price, 82,50,

Aministerisgreatly aided in thofaithfuldischargoofhiupastoral
duties, if be koep himself informed asto thercgularity orirregular-
ity of the sttondancooi themomberships upon the Commuaion Ser.
vices. To this end every Session should provide itself with a good
Official Record, and delegate one of its number to keep the same
constantly posted. Mir. Jordan’s undertaking to supply such a
Register has boen entirely successful, the present tditivu being a
revielon of the Roll Book already well-known in our Cenadian
congregations, The schunc of airangement s auch that the
Register may be adopted to a great vanety of circumstances, and
to the conditions governing the cclebration of the Communion by
Dinominations other than Presbyterian. The blank Statistical
Tablesare a special feature, and will prove of great service: for
they enable ono to perceive at a glance the precise state of the
Roll at any particular date. They revesl thus, in their initial
stages, thoso oriderces of declensicn or growth of which the
succeasful pastor needs constantly to be aware.

Tne Pastor's DRy AND CLErteaL Rycorn.—Non- -Denomina’
tiopal. Twelfth odition. By Rev. Louis H. Jordan, B.D*
Montreal, W. Drysdale and Co. I'rices ; cloth, 75¢: leather?
$1.00.

Mr. Jordan says in his prefaco:—¢‘It haslongbecn felt that,in
order to the oasy and efficient dischargo of ordinary pastoral work
a suitable Yocket Companion is simply indispsnsable. Frequend
attompts have therefore been made, both in Britsin and America,
to prepare a Diary which, whil- sufficiently compact and brief
would also be comprchensive in its contenta, and £0 arranged
a1 to sdmit of ready refercnce. Thus little Book, accordingly,
aims to avoid the faults of its predcvessors, while at the zame
time it attempts to supply their defects. It is sent forth in the
hope tbat it may prove a conveaicnt and usefol aid to those who
aro engaged in the work of the minister.” We are glad to know
that this Handbook,—formerly publicked in New York, but now
controlled by Hunter and Co, Fdinburgh,—has already found its
way into tho bands of many of our ministers. It is decidely the
most complete and handy little rademecum that we know of.

MzuoRiALS OF Foreicx Misstoxarizs or THE PAESHYTERIAN
Curxci, U.8.A., by William Ranlan, late Treasurer of the
Foreign Mission Board, Cloth Svo, pp. 468, price $2.00. The
Prasbytorian Board, Philsdelpbia. N. T. Wilson, Toronto.

This is a nocrological record of missionaries in the foreign
servico of tho American Preabyterisan Church, who have passed
away in the service. In this volume dealing with more than 250
names tho sketchea must nocoasarily bebrief. Theyconmstchiefly
of & judicious seloction of tho memorial notices that apreared in
the various church papers in coonection with the death of cach.
This method has tho advantage of giving a condensed statement of
owsential {acts from the most authenlic scurces.  For moat of the
notices wero written by theae moat intimato with thelife and work
of the departed missionaries, in their several spheres of Izkor.
Though there is this diversity of muthorahip, it iz all of & remark-
ably high ordes.

Tbo pamea are arranged in alphabetic order for oase of referenca.
There is also an index or atmmary by wissions, from which the
ramis of decoased missionaries in any field can bes learned ata
glance.

Tho introductory chapter, written by Rev- J. . Lowrie, D.D.,
for a former manua), has been retained a3 it acts forth in a most
interesting way, tho promptiny causes and stataining motives fer
ail this beroic devotion to the work of Foreign Missions.

Appendsd to thaae briefaketches are notices of thefive dxconsed
Corrupondiug Stcretarics of the Reard, and a narration of events
at Futtelogor: in tho Sepoy revolt of 1857, relating to the oight
martyred misslonariea.

There is groat variety 1o thess records. MNomo Were called to
1ay down their labors st the very beginning, others were spared to
oldage. Soms excelled as teachers others as preachers, orgarizers
©r 8¢1d w.rkers, showing the great divenity of vessels our I.ord
smploys. Noms died peaccably on their beds in the midat of loviog
family ard friends, others Wero murdered by savages, others again
and again, perished alene ¢nthe open ficld with no cyo bat God's
fockiog oo,

Ia every caze the recond showa that men and women were
thorcnghly devoted t the vamo of Christ and perferred to serve
him 10 labeniog fcr the aalhat «n«f Leatben, to any other work,

Death s met calnldy sad cheafolly. Ner is thers any tope of

discouragement or deleat.
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No volume isaued in reoent timos has higher apologetic value in
showing how tho Grace of God sustains the heart in theface of the
groateat dangors and soverest trials, how tho truth of God nover
losos its lustre, but is held with stronger grasp ot the very gates of
death.

Tho reading of this book will act as a spiritual tonic to many,
in the homo land, who aro discouraged by difliculties or dangers.
It will provo profitablo and inspiring to all who wish to find a
narrative of the triumphs of redeeming love.

Whilo constituting a precious memorial of those whobave gone
it will fire tho hearts of many in the ycars to oome, to go out and
do tikewise.

The book is produced in very substantial workmanship and
should find a place in overy Presbyterian family in Canada. We
predict for it a large and continued sale.

Tuz Coristiax Lire.—Addresses delivored in Toronto by the Rev.
Androw Murray D.D., and rovised by the aathor for publi-
cation. Price 850ts. Fleming H. Revell, Co. Toronto.

To all who listened to the eminent Bouth Afrioan divine when
in Toronto this little volame will come as a delightfal remem.
brance of those days of rich spiritual blessing. It pontains his
soven addresses on the Christian life, cach of which is in itsel?
and mine of wealth to any secking a closar walk with God, and
a kpowledge of thoss deeper trutbs which we may experiencs
although wo do not folly understand. Tho titlez of the addresses
$ell moro of the coatents than wa can say in the brief space at oar
disposal,—* Daily Fellowship with God, Privilegsand Experisnce,
Carnsl or Spiritual, Ous of and Into, The Blessing Beoured, The
Prossnos of Christ, and A Word to Workers.” Wo recommend
this book unreservedly to all eager to posscss the f¢lness of life
which is in Christ Jesus..

8raives InxorraLTY and othar Poems by MacEenzie Bell (second
edition). Xondon and Now York, Ward Lock and Bowdsn.
Cloth, ancat leaves, Yrioce 3s 6d.

Bomo of these posms have the rare quality of remalning in the
memory. The volame containe much that lovers of genmins
postry will chorish. Throughout one is struck by the evidence
givoo ol a sympathetio personality expreasing itsslf in clear and
®ell-turned etrains. Everywhers tho workmanship is good, the
spiris serens, the standpoint genarous.

7ERo1A oF NazamrrtH, by Lonie Barron. Cloth, illustrated, 5Cots.
Chas. J. Musson. Toronto.

For mechanicaland literary excellenco this is one of the moat
admirable of the new fall books. In every senso it is artistic.
The heroine is a young Jewess, as beantiful as only thoss of that
oricntal nation know how to be, who is loved by two men, Onc a
youth of her own race, the other a descendent of Cleopatra. Some
of the scenes of the story are quito exciting, and some are very
pathetic.  Zerola is a lovely character tbongh intensely hnman,
and her story is romanticand charming. Admirers of ** Ben Hur”
will be highly pleased with * Zerola of Nazareth.” The two tales
are somewhat similar, but yet quite different.

Javon Farriste, by Capt. Marryat. New edition, cloth, small
lcaves. New York and London, Macmillan & Co. Toronto,
The Copp Clark Co. Ltd. Price $1.50.

Avother volumo inthosameseriea of reprintsis Capt. Marryat's
well-known Jacob Faithful, which Thackeray called bis ** beloved ™
Jacob Faithiul, and which made him remember with a great doal
of pleasure and gratitudo a fit of the fever and aguc on board a
Mississippi steamer, during which he amased himaelf with it from
morning to sunset. It is, indeed, just the book to beguilo a
heavily haogiog bour or 10, bright, cheerful euteitaining, carryiog
the hrave and honeat hero in most delight{ul fashion up {from the
humble sphere of his boyhood to a position of usefuloeszand hovor,
azd endiog as it should, with the orthodox *‘and so they were
married, and lived happy ever aflar,” of all the comfortable old
atorios before * realirm™ came in.  The nutnerous illustrations, by
Heory Brock, are drawn with much apirit and delicacy, and supple-
meat the lively narrative very ploasantly.

MacMirLax's Cotoxiat Lirrarv.—All uniform in style. Cloth
§1.2%  Toronto, The Copp Clark Co., Ltd.

Rolf Boldrewcoed, whoao ** Robbery Under Arms” haa proved
auch a sucoess, hss written another book on much the same order
published in the Celuxial Library, under the title “The Crooked
Stick ; or, Pallie’s Probation.” It opens well, and in that serim.
mage with the Australian bushrangers, followed nut long after by
» veritable cloud-bunat 20 welcomed by the parching plantations,
wo thought we ware going to bare a atory of rare intereat. Butit
petars out and loses much of its flavor of originality. Among ths
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additions to this library may bo mentioned ¢ A Long Vacation,”

by Charlotto M. Young; *‘The Vagabonds,” by Margaret L.

Woods; ¢ Chapters from Somo Memoirs,” by Mra. Richie ; *“The

Raidors,” by S. R. Crockett ;*‘ Tho Ralstons,” by E. Marion Craw-

ford ; ** Scothing Days,” by Carolino O. Holroyd, otc.

Two Garvant REbeus: A Story of tho Great Struggle in La
Vondie. By Edgar Pickering. With six illustrationsby W. I.
Overoud. Crown 8vo, cloth, clegant, $1.25. London, Blackie
& Sons. Toronto, The Copp Clark Co. Ltd.

Theao two rebels aro two Englisli youths who are shipwrecked
and cast ashore in La, Vendie, a province of France. Here thoy
aro roscnod by the inhabitants, and in gratitude for this assis.
tance thoy join the Vondians in thoir revolt against tho Freuch
Ropublic. The two young follows maintain the English char-
acter for pluck in the various ambushes and battles in which they
tako part; and even when captured and condemned to the guaillo.
tino thoy contrive to oscape by sheer reckless daring.

His First KaNGAROD: An Australian Story for Boys. By Arthur
Ferrea. With 6 illustrations by Percy F. S. Sperce. crown
8vo, cloth, $125. Londop, Blackic& Son. Toronto, Copp Clark
Co. L.

This isa story of adventure on an Australian cattlo smuation,
Dick Morrison accepta an invitation to spend a holiday in the
bush, and haxa good time. A band of bush-rangers also make
things lively, for on one occasion the station is¢‘Stuck ap,” whilo
a young Scotsman is kidnapped and rescued with difficulty. The
story is full of hoalthy out-of-doors adventuroe, in fresh and attrac.
tive surronndings.

Cousix GEorsry AXD I, by Carolino Austin. With 6 page illus.
trations by W. Parkinson. Now cdition. Crown § vo, cloth
extra $1,00. London, Blackie & Sops. Toronto, Copp Clark
Co. Ltd.

¢ Miss Austin’s etory is bright, clover, and well developed™

A Mostcan Gexivs by tho Author of the “Two Dorothys.” lilus.

trated by John H. Bacon. $1.25. l.ondon, Blackie & S.n.
Toronto Copp Clark Co. Ltd.

Hrro Ricardo has a genius for the violinand is adopted bya
wealthy musical amateur who has discovered hisapecial gift. The
1ad studies hard, and fulfils tho highest expectstions of his new
friend. But ho never quite forgets his humble unselfish brozher
the conjurer; and when he is calli¢ Bpon to make choico betwoen
affection for his brother and a wealihy home, he quickly choozes
the former. The charm of this tale isin its naturalness, aund in
tho ongaging self-sacrifico of tho two noble brothers.

Saxaxtaa In Evrorz,a Great Now Book, by Josiah Allen's Wilc's.
700 Pagosof Fascinating Interest. Over 100 Comical Drawings,
by the famous Axtist and Cartoonist, C. do Grimm. New
York and Toronto, Fank & Wagaalls Co. Price, cloth, full
guilt 2.50, half Russet $4.

Ono has vot had time to weary of an occasional half hour with
Samatha at tho World Fair befors this new and in many respocts
the moat intereating of Mifs Ialley's serics (as we may call them)
isin their hands. Sho uses her talents intho interest of all that
is good, lavuchiog the keea shafts of satire right and luft at
ifashionable follies and saciety sins. The tendency of her books is
food, and toey aro sources of amusement which have fow oquals.
And yetthoro is nothing overstrung in her humorous hits. Sheis
at timcs, alao, intensely pathetic, 1o that one doos pot tire of her
writings. Herwondrous pathos and humor have made hereminent-
Iy successful as a writer of bright, humorous atories. But the
strong foaturs of Miss Holly's humor is its morsl tone. It is
decidely good and healthy. She hasaiways spoken ont bravely
on behall of religion, temperance, and missions as well as the
minor morals ol socicty. We will conolude with tho following
from Senator Henry W. Blair, I read everythisg from tho pen of
Joaiah Allen's Wife just asaconas I can got it. I have often
thonght, when woaried out with grave and exhausting labors, that
ono great reason why I wanted to live—in fact, why I continuz to
live—is that Aiss Holloy writes » book ooccasionally and that I
read it, and koep on roading the old onc until a new one comes.
Her works aro fall of wit ard humor, and yot aro among the most
logica), oloquent, pathetic and instructive productionsof our time.”

Aroxz wirn Goo.*

Intsrest will captro around this litle book on aoocount of tho
osteem in which the anthor is held both in Canada and in the
United Statos. XRov. David Aitchell was the first pastor of
Cantral Prosbylorian Oburch Toronto. On acocunt of Iailing
halth hs has been obliged to relirs from active wurk in the
ministry, and in his little book we havy the fruits of the first few
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months of his retirement. It would have boon expootod that the
sormons would have been prefaced by a skotoh of the author but in
this we havo boen disappointed. An cxcellent portrait of Mr.
Mitchell and a good pioturo of the Scotch Presbyterian Churoh
Jorsoy City, tho scono of his cloring labce. Tho volume contains
fourteen of Mr. Mitoholl'a bost sormons, with appropriate selec-
tions of pootry, ona from his own pen, another by his second
daughter. Of the sermone perhapa the most impressive are tho
“ Alono with God," and * The Christian Race.” Tho other
sermons all bear marks of Mr. Mitoholl's literary ability and form
excellont family roading.

*Alono with God, Children Dying in Infanoy, and other
sermons, & memorial volume by Rev. David Mitchell, Jorsoy City
N. J.: Albert Datz, Toronto: Wm. Campbell, 15 Toronto streot.
Prico, postage free $1,25.

THE BOOK BUYING SEASON.

To the constant frequentor of the book shops thoe evolution o
the last fiftecn years has come 8o slowly as to be almost imperoept.
iblo bat to one whose daty has called him far from $he maddening
crowd for hall a dozen years, and this woek finds himeolf in the
goodly City ct Toronto in search of souvenirs and gifts {for distant
triends and in tho courso of his wanderings visite the modern
byok-store. The change is so marked from grave o gay that he
soarce recognizes the old familiar place amid the varicd color and
design of modern book-making.

Ae an illostration of this ~aodern devolopment, we might
porhaps instance the Floming H. Revell Co., corner Temperance
aud Yongo streots, who at all times have kept abreast of the trade
and this scason havo excolled their formor efforts. Weo will not
dwell upon the large stock of standard and miscellancous books
which orowd thoir shelves nor to tho piles of * From Xar
Formosa ' and * Auld Lang Syne * which grest ono on entering
the door bat pass on to tho tables laden with dainty novelties,
booklets, cardlets ard oalendars which appear in almost endless
varietics, This might oertainly well be callsd tho Calendar yoar
from the variety in both prico and design of tho goods offered.
Of thess, first we might mention, the ** Calendar of tho Sea ™
whioch is moveablo and veryattractive while othora worthy of noto
aro ** Dickeos' character,' ¢¢ He careth for you,” ** My Times aro
in Thy Hand,” ¢ Month by 2Ionth,” ** From Bsason to Soeason,”
“Tho Varying Yoar” ard ¢ Gems from Shakespeare,” whilo the
littlo ones aro remembered in tho *Calendar of Cats,” « Calendar
ol Elves,’” * Oar Little One's Calendar” and * Onward and
Upward.”

It is almoet impogaible to cnumerate the variety of booklets
offerod, but attention is called to * The Good Shephopd,” ** Abide
with Ms,” ¢ Resting” and * No$ Changed bat Glorified.” Among
the small books coovenicnt for mailing purposes wo notice two
patticnlarly adapted for young people, viz., ** Xnung Mens Faults
and Ideals" and * Girls Faults and 1deals,”” both by J. R.

Miller, D.D., and * The Blessiog ot Cheerfniness’ in white and
gold by the samo author.

DECEMBER MAGAZINE ARTICLES YOU SHOULD READ.

¢+ Sir John Lubbock and the Religion of Savages,” by Rev. Jas.
Carmichael, in tho Popsular Science Montkly,

Tissat's * Lifo of Christ,” by Edith Cones in the Centur;.

« Letters to Youny Fricads,” by Robert Louis Stevensonin St.
Nicholas.

«“Lsurcos—Alma-Tadema, R.A.,”” by Cosmo Monkhouse in
Scribners.

+t From the Hobrod Isles,” by Fiona MacLeod, in Harger's.

«Mr. Herbert Spencer,” a character sketch by onc who knows
him, in Review of Reviews.

¢ Christisnity vs. Millstone, by G. Goldwin Smith, in Nerth
American Reviezn,

Tho pablications of tho 8.8, Committes are to hand and rcflect
credit spon the Committeo and it is tobo hoped that substantial
support will bo given to them in their labor of love. Tho MHome
Study Quarlerly for $he thros grades is carefully worked out and
cannot fail to be of help to teachers.  Wo hiavo also much pleasuro
in announcing that the Rev. Prof. Ross, of Presbyterian College,
Montreal, has kindly conscnted to wiito the notes on Redford’s
“Ecvidences” for tho Teachers' Munthly beginning with Januvary.
While minister of Knox Church, Perth, and convener of the 8.5
committos of tho resbytery of Lanark and Renfrew, Mr. Ross
was a warm supporter of the committeo’s work, and we congratu.
Iatc ourselves on being able to socure his closer coanoction with
it in a capacity for which ho is 20 eminently qualified.

The pocket odition of Charlos Kingaloy’s Works—issned
monthly 75 cts, per vol.—Pab. 8 vol. buckram, London and New
York. MaoMillan & Co. Toronto, The Copp Clark Co Ltd.

This serioes will conclude all Kingsley's Works—including bis
poems most of which are to be comupleto in ono vol—'! Westward
Ho "and “Two Yoars Ago™ being 2 vol oach. Theass tittle
books are beattifally printed and will make a most attractive and
scceptable Holidsy Gits.
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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lesson XIlI.—Review,—Dec. 2g.

Govnbxx Text.—* ‘Thy Kingdom Come.”

Cextrat, Taern.—Evolving the Kiogdom,

Amvrsin —Tho following excellent and moat suggestive analysis
of the (Juartor’s work is taken from tho Westminster Tcacher.

Tho Golden Text suggests tho Reviow thought. In the first
lessons of the quarter, Israclis under the theocracy , unl su digectly
under Ring Joaus ; then follow the two Kings, Saut and David,
givon to tho people in rosponso to their carnest request. ‘Tho
lessons can bo grouped around the

THRER KINGS.
L 1I.
1. Joaus® Caro for His Own. 5. Eben.ezer.
2. Josus Conquering. 6. Baul Uhosen King,
3. Jesus® Anceatry. 7. Saul Rejected.
4. Joaus Calling. 8. bin of Strong Drink.
III.
9. David Anointed Kuup.
10. David's Great Victory.,
11. David’s Fricnd.
12. David's Greater Sou.

Pgriov axp Prack.—This Quarter’s lessons oxtend over about
four hundred years, from 1 c. 1443, the beginning of tho period of
the Judges, to 1055, the close of the reign of Saul, If wo include
tho lessona for tho past six months, the period s four handred and
fifty yoars, beginning with tho year at Sinar, 1491 n.c,

Palostine proper, the land west of tho Jordan, extends from
Mount Hermon on the north to the sonthern end of the Dead Sos,
about 150 miles, which is also the length of the coast line. Itis
twenty-five miles wide at the north, and sixty from the Dead Sea
to the coast through Gaza, It hasan area of about 6,600 aquare
mules, a littlo less than Massachusetts, But the tribes at this time
occupicd also a largo area cast of the Jordan, so that tho whole
domain of tho twelve tribes was about 12,000 ¢quare miles.

WIHAT DUES GOD'S KINGDOM DEMAND FROM 1TS BUIJECTS ?
XIIL. Peaco—Luko ii. 8-20.
XI. Fellowship—1 Sam. xx. 32-42.
X. Faith—] Sam. xvii, 38.51,
IX. Spirituality—1 Sam. xvi. 1-13.
VIII. Temporance—Isa. v. 11-28,
VII. Obedienco—1 Sam. xv. 1023,
VI. Humility—1 Sam. x. 17-27.
V. Repentance—] Sam. vii. 5-15.
1V, Puarity—I Sam. 1ii. 1-13.
II1. Decision—Ruth i. 14-22,
II. Courage—Jud. vii. 13.23,
1. Fidelity—Jud. ii. 1.16.
- Hurlbut's Notes.

CHRI. TI1AN ENDEAVOR,

The power that i.:s with ono consecrated Young Peoplc’s
Society is well shown by the example of the Presbyterian Endea-
vorers of Glenolden, P’enn. The eleven delegates to Boston
returned homs firnd with zeal for personal work. An evangelatic
cimmitice was appointed, aud outdcer tervices have been held
tegulatly o1 Sunday evenicgs. The first acven services resulted
in more than fifty conversions.

—

For a Better Year.

Firat Day—3fore prayer—1 Chron. xxriii. § 10,

Second Day—XMoro Lovo—Josh. xxii. 1-6.

Third Day—sfore trust—Ps. exliii. 5-12.

Fourth Day—2More gratitude—1 Chron. xxix. 10.2:2

Fifth Day—More choer~ Ps. xxxiii. 1-22.

Sixth Day-—2oro helpfulneas—Luko vi. 27.35,

Prarme Mrerixe Torie, Dec. &h—t Huw NE\T VEAR MAY 1E
MADE BETTER THAN T8 ua« nREN, Phil. iii. 7.14.

The topic calls for retrospection and anticipation. By a koow.
ledge of what the past year has been wo may plan how tomaketho
next cno better, Let these two thooghts run threugh all the
evercisca—tho prayers, hymns, and testimonics. Npeak of tho
Past year's mercies, and the purpesoe to live moro gratefally in the
future, the past failurca and the resclves to profit by theirlessons,
tho narealized hopes and the determinaticn to bo more earnest in
realizing them, the past sins aud the resolro by Gud'sgracotolive
purer and holier livea. Tell of the posibility of makingnext year
better than this, of the Lord's promise to be with us, and of tho
divine reaources pledged for this vary purposs. Let praysr Le

offerad asking forgivencas for the sins of the post year snd secking
kelp for the future that it may bo botter. Placo on the blackboard
Phil, iii. 13, 14, and let tho members riso and repeat it in concort,

The seventh annual meeting of tho Toronto Christian Endeavor
Union was held last week in the Westminster Presbyterian
Church, tho totiriry President, Mr. . G. Hawkics being in tho
chair. Afrer & sung service and devotiorsl exercites, the Scere.
tiry, Mus L. Wiggins, presented her repert, which showed tho
last year to have been a very satisfactory ono as regards tho work
of the union, which now includes sixty societics. Of these 25 aro
Mothodist and 21 Presbytorian. The total memberslup 18 4,074,
Cooko's Presbyterian Church has 405, but the tanner offered for
the greatest proportionato sunual increase was awarded to the
Parkdalo Methodist Church Christian Endeavor Society, the
membership of which has grown from 114 to 810. The Church of
the Covenat, Davenport road, wen the banuer given for the largest
attendance at tho annual mecting. The President-elect, Mr. S.J.
Doucan Clark, was introduced and spoke briefly. The other
officers for tho cnsuing ycar are Miss C. Gray, Carresponding
Secerotary ; Miss A. Hall, Recording Secrotary : Miss Austin,
Treasurer ; Mr. E. C. Austin, Edntor; Mr. F. D. Mills, Junior
Superintendent, snd Mr. Asson, Missionary Superintendent.
Interosting addresses wero delivercd by Mre. A. O. Rutherford,
Prosident Dominion W.C.T.U., and Rev. W, W. Wcoks of Walmer
Road Baptist Cbhurch- The choir sang several sclections during
the evoning, and others also contributed to the musical portion of
the programme. The attendance at tho meoting was very geod,
all the various socictics being well represented.

Devotional Reading of the Bible,

Tho Bible is the richest treasury of thought that the world
postcases.  No one can read its pages with an unprejudiced mind,
even though not believing in its iaspiration, without Leing struck
with the vastness of its themes and tho masterly way in which
they are handled. From the timo when Moses, ignoring the
speculation of the Egyptians as to a future life, set the people to
thinking 8o intensecly ubout tha possitilitics of their lifc toat for a
thousand years they scem hardly to have thought of the fulure, to
the time when John, gathering up nearly all that is impressive in
tho imagery of the past, and going beyond the impressive pictures,
gave to the world a serios of word—or mind—picturcs that show
as nothing clse has ever done, how to make the silent specen if
pictures tell what words can never cxpress and thus unfolds tho
vision of a lifo boyond the grave through one who had actually
risen from the dead, the writers of the Biblo havo shown their
power to handle vast tliemes in waya ordinary men would never
thiok of, and yet in ways the most cfficient.

If we wish to read a book for tho thought it contains the Biblo
is the most profitablo in all tho world to read.  As poctry also, or
as literature the Bible exceis all other books. But the Christian
gains tho most profit when ho reads the Bible for the deovotional
porpeses. Wo often receive lctters which contain some very
valuable information. Then again wo receivo those that are modols
of atyle, or thozo that are troasurics of thought, or those that
contain some sced thoughts. Thesc and mauy others of similar
kinds aro filed away whero they wall bo easy of access for purposes
of reference.  Again wo receive letters that may bo entirely value-
lesain all theso respects, but they are 1aid where we can place our
hand apon them in a moment, and when wo are alone, and when
wo aro aurrounded by our choiceat friends, when wo are joyous or
when we are sad these letters are brought forth to bnghten the
hoar. Why? Becauso they were written by a {ricud, and bear
tho impress of that frisnd and bring him vividly before our
tbought.

Now tho Bible in God’s letier to me, writien just as much to mo
as L.ough thero were no other person in the universo to whom He
had intended to write. Its thirty thousand promisca are mine
just a3 n uch as though intended for no one ¢lse. But best of all
the Eternal Spirit is ever beside mo while I read, not te unfold
tho hiddcen thoughts, for God designs that tkese should bo kept
for mo until I am *‘able to bear them, but to unveil Hia leve.

Decply profitable aro themoments I employ intryving to unravcl
tho thoughts that were g.ven by inspiration of God, but far mere
p-ofitable tho bours I spend alono with the divine Spirit and the
wo.d Ho moved holy men of old to write.

Many Christiars, in & vers impoertans 8w, will go to heaven
alone. Uthera will tbere be surrounded by scores whom they
have pointed to ths Saviour. The firat class will bavoe been saved
but without having saved others. The second class will bring
sheaves with the.a, -
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Church News

{4l communications to this column ought to
be aent o the Editor immediately afler the
occurrences to which they refer Rave taken

place.]
Montreal Notes.

O Sabbath, the 8th inst., Taylor church
colobrated the 10th anniveisary of the jnduc.
tion of the pastor, tho Rev. Thomas Boonett,
and thoe first of tho ope. ng of their new
church buildi:g. Tho Rev. Principal Mac-
Vicar preached at tho ovening servicotos
largo congregation. On enterig their now
buﬁding a yoar sgo the congrogation, which
up to that dato had received s grant from
the Augmentation Fuod, undertook to be.
coms 89! (-mpportiug. and the drst yearhas
boen a most succesaful, although a trying and
anxious one for tho pastor and board of man-
agemont.  Additions *) tho membership roll
aro stoadily being made, the young poople
aro working heartily aud everythiog points
to a useful futuro. Tho ten year's pastorato
of Mr. Bennett have been marked by progress
both temporal and spiritual from the begin-
ning. He has great cause for rejoiciog, and
supported by a hard working session may
tako courage and go on till the church is
clear of debt.

Tae ladies of Calvin church held a suc-
cossful sale of work on Thursday, the 12th
inst,, dcring the afternosn and evening.
Duriug the progress of tho salo orchestral
rnsic 'was discouraed by tho Rstto brothers
to tho great delight of tho company present.

AT the annual mcotqu of the Poin* St.
Charles Bible Society held a few days ago,
a most interesticg and effective address
were dolivered by Sir William Dawson. The
late principal of McGill University has al-
ways taken a doep interost in the work of this
society, and for many years past bas boow
president of the Bontreal Auxiliary, Ho i
rogularly present at the mestiogs of its Exe-
cutive Committeo and has dons much to keep
itina thorouoghly active condition.

Tas REv. Dr. BarcLat delivered alecture
last week in ValleySeld on Savanarola
which was much approcisted by a most atten-
tive audience. This was one of & series of
lectures arranged for the winter by the
authorities of the Presbyterian church.

At tho monthly meeting of ths Erskino
Church Auxiliary of the Woman’s Missionary
Socisty held on Mornday, the 9th inst., &
most interesting address was given by Miss
Lyman, who was for a pumber of years s
missionary in India under the American
Board, but was compelled to return owing, to
the climate which proved too severe for her
hoalth. Ske agpoared in a native costume
and, assuming tho character of a Hindoo lady,

avoa most graphic acoount of the ordinary
ﬁfo, experiences and social customs of a native
woman as if they had been herown. It was
done with perfect naturalness and brought
the facts home to the minds of hor audience
in tho most vivid way. Miss Lyman, who
bslongs to one of the best kuown families in
Montreel, after her return from India made
herself responsible for the cost of a nstive
chape), 2nd hasalready largely sacoecded in
raisiog ths amount. .

A MEETING Was held on the afternoon of
tho Oth inat. at tho residence of Mrs. Grier,
58 Bodpath street, for tho purpose of intor-
eating tho ladics belonging to tho differsnt
churches of the city in the Lo&or Mission of
India, a non-denominational effort for ameli-
orating the condition of that unhappy class
for which an appeal was rocently made by
the Rev. David Herron. It is hoped thst
somethipg tubatantial may be done for &
deserving cause which has a pathetic claim
on the sympathy of the whole world.

British Columbia Notes-

Tax new church at Central Park, Burn.
aby, is to beopened on Docember 22nd.  Tke
Rev. A. B. Wincheator is expected to officista.
The ministers of Vanocouver take turns in
supplying this now ficld.

Tax Rev. James Douglas, of Moosomin,
has arrived and occupies the pulpit of Moant
Ploasant church, daring the vaocancy.
Arrangoments for a pastor are in prograze.

Trz ladies of St. Andrew's, Weatminster,
gave a ooncert on December 3rd, Rasnlt,
good conoezt, Iargs audisnos and considerable
money to aid in roducing debis on the mansc.
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AN interosting concert was given in Zion
church, Yancouver, Doocembor 5th.

Tur Rov. Q. R. Maxwell dolivered the
first part of his famous lecture, ¢ Tho Seven
Stages of Matrimony,” in Richmond church,
Decembor 20d.  Mr, Maxwoll is racy, witty
and wise, As a lecturer ho holds not only
front rank, but thoonly placo on the coast,

Ox Sabbath, Decomber 1at, Firct church,
Vancouver, was crowdod to hear Mr. Max-
woll on ** Tho Survival of tho Fittest.” Asas
thinker and lPwacher evorybody declares the
ministor of First Vancouver to be fitted to
occupy tho best church in tho Dominion.

Tur Rov. D. A. MacRae, of Nanaimo,
preachel a sermon on Nov. 14th, on the
* Law of Physical and Moral Evolution.”
His text was ‘' Father, lorgive them, they
know not what they do."”

Tux F.M.C. erectod a Chineso church in
Union Mines. Tho teacher, Mr. Hall, was
supported by Mr. Randall, o working engi-
neer in tho colliery, who gave $30.00 a
month for Mr. Hall's support. Mr, Racdall
hasgone to China, and Mr. Hall is loft with-
out any support, oxcept what is given from
the pockot of Mr. WPnchesmr. nless Mr,
R. P. McKay can waken an interest in the
commiltes this most valaable work must
collapse. Thero aro thirteen hundred Chineso
st Union, and unleas our chuich can do some-
thiog at once, tho work should be handed
over to another church. Twenty-five dollara
s month will retain Mr. Hall's sarvices. 1f
tho F.M.C. is unable to give & sum like this
toen some of tke Lord’s stewards in tho
church mightfeel honared in sending winter
supplie:s for this much needed work,

A pew Congrogationsl church has been
formed in Victoria, \We wonder if this is
tho result of the croction of a now Central
Prosbyterian church in that city. Union is
in the air.

THE new Japaneso church and hospital in
Richmond has boen a great success. For
ministering to mind and body, soul, spirit
and fiesh the Japs raized themselves $673.80.
Self-holp is good help, and theso Japancso
Christians shame Canadians in the grace of
giving.

THERE at0 six Japancso Christians membere
of our church at Uslon, who were baptised
by Mr. .McIntyre. Othora aro waiting for
baptism till a ne minister is sottled. Tho
missionary among_ the two hundred Japs
there is compelled to earn his hvingasa
000k, to enuble him to preach tho Gospel to
his brother Japs. An application has been
made to our church to take this work under
our wing,

Tug Chineso mission in Vancouver is now
located at the corner of Carroll and Dapont.
Asa roault tho school and proaching sorvices
has largely increased in numbers, and Mr,

Colman is asking for more teachers from the
churches.

General.

ParTiEs wishi og a hearing at Alvinston
and Euphemia will communicate with Rev.
John H. Grsham, Watford.

Tae Res. J. L. Mullen gave an interesting
locture entitled ** Ramnbles in Groat Britain,
in Knox church, Harriston, on last Tucsday,
to a large audience.

CaNDIDATES vishing a hearing in tho con-
grogations of Kin]ough and Rivordale, apply
to the moderator of session, Rov. J. EP -
donald, GlamisP.O., Ont.

AT Port Dalhousio Preabyterian church a
most succossful series of ovangolistic sorvices
are being held by Mr. Thos. A. Rogoss. Tha
church is well filled overy night.

A ooursE of lectures will be given, this
wiater, ia tho Prosbyterian church, Vallev-
fiold. The Rev. Dr. Barclay, of St. Pauls,
Montraal, continued tho series laat wook by
delivering his admirablo address on ** Savin.
atola” to a very attontive andience.

PrespyYTERY of Orangeville will moot at
Oraogeville, Jan. 7th, at 10.30 a.m. Wo.
man'’s Foreigp Mission Socioty moets samo
day and place. A Presbyterial Sosiety of
ghmtun ndeavor will uvrganizad next

ay.

AT & mesting of the Presbytery of Oranye-
ville, held on 5th inst., Mr.ryl!el{enx?o':
resignation of the pastoral charge of Orange.
ville congregation was oonsioar«?. On acoonnt

of the atrong presure of the ocongregation
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and Prosbytery ho agreod to moousider his
docision aud roport at noxt regular meeting.

WE rogrot to learn that tho Rev. Hugh
MoKellar, his son and daughter, and Mias
MoDiarmid, his sister-in-law, are all down
with typhoid fover. We unite with Mv, Me.
Kollar's many friends in symfuthy. and hopo
that thoy may soon bo completely restored to
health.

Tue choir of Bouvar church, Toronto, gavo
their first annual concert in the church on
Tueadsy ovenivg, 10th Dec., tho pastor,
Rev. Alox. Macgillivray, prosidivg. Tho
soloists assisting wero Bessrs. M. Chester,
F. Macphesson, I, J. Wiiliamsg aud Mr. Jas.
Richardson, of the Toronto College of Music,
aud Miss A. Redway, with Miss Alexandrina
Ramsey, of Now York, clocutioniar, all of
whom acquitted thewselves well, Miss Ram-
soy being particularly happy in her sclections
and rouderivg. The church was crowded to
the dcors, and the concort was o groat
succoss. Sinco its re organization in March
Jast, under tho loadorship of Mr. Arthur
H. Graone, organist, this choir, now com-

sod of over thirty voires, has mwade marked
improvement in its choral singing, and Bonar
charch may be congratulated upon now hav-
ing one of the best choirs in the East End.

Ox the cvening of Thanksgiving Day tho
W.F.M.8, auxiliary of St. Andrew’s church,
Sonya, held their usual aunual thank-offering
meeting in tho school.room of tho church.
Thero was a largo gathering of the ladies of
the congrogation. A good programino of
readingy, recitations and musio was ronderad,
and refreshments served towards tho closo of
the meetiug. When the onvelopes contsining
the offerings were opened, snd tho vorscs ex-
pressive of gratitudo road, which forined a
very iotoresting part of tho proceediugs, tho
sum of $34 was found to have boen realized.
Altogether a vory ploasant and profitable
ovening was spent. Tho Ladies’ Aid Society
of the samo church desorvo great praise for
providing and sotting in place two outside
Iaups at the entrauces to the church, and
alsoa beautiful hanging lemp for the pulpit,
as well s oumerous ac's of such a lelpful
character during the past four aud a-half
yoars,

WHEN it bocamo known in Elkhorn that
Brandon Prosbytery had agreed to accept the
resignation of the Rov. Mr. Fortune, the
Presbyterians decided to show their affection
for their pastor, and approciation of his
labors among them in a verg tsngiblo man.
per. A large numboer of pooplo gathered in
the town hall, whero & very onjoyablo time
was spent. Daring tho ovening Mr. G. T.
Rogers addressed tho meeting. Inthocourse
of his remarks ho expressed tho rogrot which
the congregation felt at Mr. Fortunc's leaving.
He referred to tho complete harmosy whic
had oxisted betwoen pastor and peoplo, and
also to the pro, maavby the congregation
in every branch of work. The mem sership
had growa from forty-two to one bundeod. A
new church had hoen erectod at Woudrille.
which had been paid for alt but $50. 2Monoys
had boen raised for the Schemes of the Chutch
which had pot boen domo formery. A
Y.P.S.C.E. had been organized at tvo of the
stations. There was much reason, hsaaid, to
thank God for the success which attended
tho labors of thoir pastor. B3.s. R. M.
Coombs on behalf of ths congregation pre-
sonted Mr. Fortune with & besutiful silver
tea service. Mr. Fortune repliod in fittiog
terms. Aftor discussivg the good things
provided, & pleasant ovening was breusght to
a closo by singing the doxology.

Ox Friday evoning. Nov. 29th, the good
peoplo of the South 2Mountain coagregation,

residod over by tho Rev. J. F, Maclarland,

.A., mado his home-coming from the west
with his brido the occasion of a grand recop-
tion. The happy couple wero met at the
station by & committeo of thoe young people,
and escorted to tho manso where a large
gathering from all paris of tho congregation
was waiting to receivo them. The supper
sorved at 6.30 p.m. to 135 guests was a
mostdelicious oze, and called forth very warm
praise for tho lsdics who bad provided tho
sumptuous repast.  After tho wants of the
inner man had been aatisfiod tho ULrido was
introduced to tho company, and a very ploas-
ant timo was spent socially. Towards the
close of tho evening the anited congregations
prosented their pastor with an address of
weloome znd copgratulation, which was read
by the Rev. D. G. S.Connery, M.A., of Win-
chestsr, while their appreciation and estesmy
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wero manifested in the inore tangible mapner
of a handsowne k.4 watch and chain, the
coat of which was contributed to by every
family of tho congrogation. On hehalt of
the Y.P.MLT. Socioty of South Mouutain,
Miss K. Cochrano road an address of welcomo
to Rov. J F and Mrs. Macfarland, whiloe
Miss J. Grahaw, in the nsmo of tho same
socivty, prev-tited the bride with a beautiful
hall lawmyp. lhpr aud folicitous addreases
were given by Hevs, J. 8. Lidslino, Brew-
ster's Corners ; C, K. 8ills, South Mountain ;
1. J. McDisrmid, Kemptvillo; J. M. Kol-
loch, Morwood, and D. G. 8, Copnery, Win-
chester.  Altogether a moat enjoyablo timo
wasspent, aud the company dispersed alter
singing the Jdoxology.

A vory protty wedding took placo at
Virden on the ovening of ’Iguc.sd:y.xt,ho 12th
ult,, tho participauts being tho Rev. D. G.
W, Fortuno and Miss Lizzie Huston, both
Into of Elkhoru. ‘The ccremony took place
at the residenceof tlo bride’s sister, Mrs, T,
H. Schmidt, and was performed by the Rev,
Dr. Robortson, assisted by Rev. W. Beattie,
of Virden. Thore was a large gathering of
friends of both. Among tho presents was a
silvor toa acrvice prosented to Mr. Fortune
by his late congrogation in Elkhorn. Mr.
Fortuno first came to Elkhorn as missionsry
in tho fall of "87 and labored till tho summer
ol ’88. When ho cameo hero services wero held
in the old schoolhouse a small and in-
convenient placo. Mr. Fortune realized this
and though here only ten months ho by his
exertions, assisted fiuancially and otherwise
by the residents of the town, had the satis.
fsction of sceing Elkhorn's first Prosby-
teriav church bullt, It was tho recollection
of Mr. Fortune’s oncrgics at that timo that
prompted thecougregation in June, 1592, and
at tho expiration of Mr. Fortune’s college
course to forward to him a unanimous call

to como to thom astheir pastor. Mr. Fortuae
acoepted and during the time ho has boon

among us has shown no laok of his old time

powers of work for his Master in the pulpit
andout of it. WhenMr. Fortune came services
weoro hold in Woodvillo and Mosagiel school-

houses severy altetnate Sabbath, Wood.
villo schoolhouso son bozame too small for

tho purpose of worship and the residents of

that locality detorminod to build a church,

with auch help as only Mr. Fortune could

give. Thiswas soonaccomplished and Wood-

ville has now jts own charch and one of the
bost congregations for a country district in
the west. His pooplo hero wero grioved to
lose him but our loss is anothor'c gaio and

wo wish him good luck and God speed in bia
future ministry and life. In his wife ho has
a truo Chrnstian helpmate, one who for
soveral years was a faithful worker in this
part of the Master's vineyard.

Presbytery of Toronto.

Tuz Presbytery depatted from its usual
custora and held 1ts Dezember mosting in
Chalmers’ church, Toronto.  Iu the absence
of tho moderator, through the illness of a
telative, Rev. W, A. Hunter was appointed
moderator, prv tempore. Thoe committes
appointed to meet with Collego Street re-
presentatives reportal tho atlairs of the con.
gregation as mostably nanaged, but so heavy
. a labihty reats upon the congregaticn that
its iutorests should bo cspocally considered
for somo yecars to come. The committee
appointed to vimt Toronto Junction con-
gregation reportod that a satisfactory arrange-
mont of 1ts finsncial affairs had been secured,
and brighter prospects wore inaight.  Mimico
congregation toceived permission to moderate
in & call. .\ cowmiticd was appointed to
sectire suitable connection for Swansea missinn
with some ueighbonng cougregation. Tho
Church of the Covenant asked permission to
secure a new site, and tho clerk was fostructad
to untify neighboriug sessions.  \W. Statles
Smith was teceived by certificato from the
Prostytery of Halifax and hisname forwarded
to the Committee on [Drobationers, Dr.
Chinrjuy being present was heand in the in.
terroty of Frenchi Evangelizativn.  In the
evelibR & vonfetence was hield upon the
sptyects e[ Sabtath Ubservance atel Syatematic
Renrliceroe. Mr o Al Patersan and Mr. J

K. Macdenald opeued the confe-enze unon
Salibath Obwcrvancee, the former presenting
pnenty of the unwrtten over ths written law
upen the subpet, the necesuty for logalan

dition to woral atasen , and the clam our
Sabbath laws have upon us broause of the
yeioe at which they have beea parchasd. Mr,
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Macdonald pointed out the nocossity thero is
for creating a healthy publio opinion upon this
subject, and pointed out the nocessity of tho
Sabbath for man’s physical, his moral aud his
spiritoal nature.  Privcipal Caven opened tho
conferonco upon the subject of Systematic
Boneficenco surtinf from the priuciple that
all we havo is tho Iord’s, ho pointed out that
God requiresus to give back part, and then
traced the priuciplo apon which this portion
is to bo given as it appears, first, in Old
Teatamcut, aud secoud in the Now Testamont
Scriptures.  Ho was followed by Mr. R, 8.
Gourlay, who spoke {rom thoe staudpoint of
ono who had practiscd systomatic giviug and
had found it moral steength, of morat growth,
and of noral self-respoct. o strongly urged
that all be trained to give, and that it should
not bo left to tho head of tho houso alone.
After resolutions lheartily endorsing tho
n;)caken had beou passed,and tho thanks oftho
Prosbytery toudered to the ladies of Chalmers’
church who had provided supper for the
Prosbytery, the Presbytery adjourned till
the sccond Tuesday in January, 1896. A
special meeting was hold on Tuosday, the
17th inst.—R. O. Tips, Clerk.

Presbytery of Westminster.

Recurar meeting hold in St. Andrew's,
Westminster, Dec, 3rd, at 2.30 p.m., sederunt
Rev. J. Buchanap, moderator, and Mossrs.
Maxwell, McLaten, Dann, McElnan, dMagea,
Camicron and Scoular, mintsters, and soveral
olders and students. The clerk reported
refusal of call to Mount Pleasant by Mr.
Carmichael. Rev. E. D. McLaren was in.
structod to moderate iu a call when the people
werercady. A graot for §100 wasrecommendod
to Church and Mazzo Fund for Central Park,
a loan for $400 also for Upper Chiliwack, and
Presbytory agreed to ask balauce of graut for
Mount Lehmsu,  Assembly’s remit re ro-
presentation  to  General  Assembly  was
approvel. Nomination to professorship in
Kuox Collego was dolayed. Rev. J. A,
Msthieson, of Calgary, was preseat and sat as
a correspouding momber,  Presbytery agreed
to meet in St. Aundrow’s, Vancouver, on first
Tuesday of December at 2 o'clock.

Prasbytery of Stratford.

Tuis Presbytery held its regular meeting
within Knox church, Stratford, on Tucaday,
Nov. 12th. The moderator, Mr. W. 1V,
Craw, constituted the court with dovotional
exerciscaand prayer. There wasa fair atten-
danco of mombers.  Thofirst item of business
was a request from Mr. Jno Canpbell for
extension of leavo of absenco froin hir charge
of Grauton and Lucan. Under medical ad-
vice, he desired to go, for a stay of some
months’ duration, to Southern California.
Mr. Campbell's request wan granted ; and
Mr. Alex. Grant, ot Knox church, St. Marys,
was appoivted moderator of session of
Granton and Lucao, during his absence
Mr. Drumin. as convener of the Committeo
on Young People’s Societics, subinitted the
following quostions :—1. Shall we form a
DPresbyterial Y.P.S.? 2. Shall we authorize
a Proabyterial Convention of Y. P. Socicties?
To both uestions an answer of assent was
given. At a subsequentatago of Yromcdingi.
a draft constitution for the ** Presbyterial
Yung People’s Union” was submitted by
tho Committeo on Y. P. S., and on moticn,
duly mode, was adopted by the Prosbytery.
Mr. Leitch introduced the subjec* of a call
from Knox church, Mitchell, to AMr. W. H.
Bradloy, minister of Alvinston. in tho Pres-
bytery of Sarma.  Thocall wasaccompanied
by a guarantood offer of $1000 por annum,
with frco manse, and an annual vacation of
four Sabbaths, JMr. Leitch’s conduct in tho
premises was approved. Tho call was sus-
tained and ordcred to be forwarded in dao
course to Mr. Bradiey. The Presbytery of
Saroia was requested to hold a prore nata
mocting and issuc_tho cali at tho earliest
copveniont time. Dr. Hamilton was named
to prosccute the callbeforeo Samia Presbytery.
Mr. Pyko introluced tho matter of a eall
from theunited congregations of N Easthope
aud Hampaetoad, to Mr. .Ino. L. Robertson,
munister, Iately from Scotlaed.  Thoe guar-
auteod stipend way 750 per annum, with
manse avd glebe.  Mr, Pyke’s conduct was
approved. Thocall was sustained and placed
in the hands of Mr. Robertson, who was
ptesent. At hiaroquost, time for considera-
tion was ted him. Tho matter of mak-
ing nominations for the wvacant chaizs in

Kuox Collogo, was deferred for conslderation
till tho noxt regular meeting; as also the
remit from Assembly aoent the reduction of
ropresentation from Presbyteries in tho
Supremo Court. Tho noxt regular moeting
way appointed to take placein Knox church,
Stratford, T esday, January 14th, 1896.--
W, M. McKismy, Clerk.

Notg. —Sinco tho mooting Mr. Robortson
has declined tho call.

Presbytery of London.

Tiis Presbytery mot in Kuox chuich, St.
Thomas, on Nov. 12th, Rev, D. L. Dewar,
woderator. The minutes of last regular and
spocial incotings wore read and sustained. Tho
dockot was also read aud accepted. Rov, J.
Campboll, a winister without chargoe, bein

rosent, was asked to sit und correspond,

Ir. Geo. Suthorland, as convener of tho com.-
mission appainted to visit Aylmor congrega-
tion, gave in the following report :—The
Commission fied that tho Aylmer congroga-
tion is much reduced, both numorically aud
financially, owing to tho removal of sevoral
fawilies from the bounds, that the deficiency
in tho running expenses of the congrogation,
havo consequently accumulated to nearly five
hundred dollars (8500). The Commission find
that tho congrogation is contributing moro
than the average over tho Church, for tho
suppert of ordinanco ; but yet oxpress a desire
to aid in tho removal of this debt. The Com-
mission therefore rocommend that the Pres.
bytery aid them in ondeavouring to accom-

ish this object. On motion of Mr. W. J.
Eluk, socondod by Mr. J. A. Macdonald, it
was agreod to receivo tho report, adopt the
recoinnendation, snd authorize Mr. Johnson,
treasurer of the Presbytery, to apportion the
sum of $400 among tho congregations of tho
Presbytory, on tho basis of the Presbytery
Fuud™ assessment.  The Commission also
reported, thiat thoy had given authority to the
surviving trustees of the Port Burwoll church
wroporty, to dispose of tho church building.

he report was recoived and adopted. r.
D. L. Dewar reported that ho had interviewed
the trustoes of the church property of E.
Williams. Tho trustees desiro to leave the
matter, in the meantimo, undisturboed ; prom-
ising that the property will bo safely gnarded
in the intcrests of the Church. Tho roport
was roceived, and tho Committee continuod
and instructed to act in the matter with dis-
crotion. The clerk read circulars from the
Homo and Foreign Mission Committess, allo-
catiug to tho Dresbytery its proportionate
share for these respective schomes. After
somo discussion tho following motion was
agreed to :—That congregations bo instructed
to allocate the moneys coutributed to the
Schemes of tho Church, according to the
requircments of each schiome.  The clerk road
a cireular from tho Kuox College Alumni, in
connection with tho sppointment of Professors
fcr tho College.  On wmotion of Mr. J. A, Masc-
donald, duly snconded, tho nomination of
Professors for Knox college was laid over till
the January moeting of Presbytery. Acasrs.
Clatk and Z’)hnston, of London, reported the
action takon by thoe ministers and cougrega-
tions of Londov, for oxtending Preshyterian-
ism in tho city. Tho report was received, and
tho thanks of the Preabytery tendered to the
brethron and congregations who aro takiug
part in this atter. The following were
appointel & Committee on ‘* Church Work
sod Life,” Rev. E. H. Sawers, convener;
Mossrs, A. Miller, N. Lindsay, J. G. Stoart,
mivisters ; D. R. McKenzio and C. BR. Sower-
villo, clders.  Leave to moderate in a call at
Dorchester and Ctumlin was given Mr. Carrio,
moderator. Rev. John Campbell was reccived
as & minister without charge. or. lotter of
travalerence from Montresl Presbytery. The
clork was authorized to give liberty to tho
congregation of Wardsville, to a¢ll tho site of
their former manso on receiving a requisition
from the congregation. Provisional arrange-
ments for the indnction of Mr. Grant into
Thamesford, in tho ¢vent of his accepting tho
call, were mado as follows :—The moderator of
Presbytery to preside, Mr. Leit-h to preach,
Mr. Munro to address the wminster, and Mr.
Johuston the corgres tion  The Preabytery
adjonrned tomeet 10 First Presbytenan chureh,
on second Tuewday of January, at 10.30 fore-
noon, for conferenco, aud 3.30 p.m, for busi-
ness. Yrosbytery conferecoce at Glencos, on
second Tueeday of December, at 10.30 s.m.
The Presbytery closed with tho benodiction.
—GEXORGE SUTHRRLAXND, Clerk,
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Toronto Bible Training School.

Tho suvoess that has attended this school
Thas beon most marked and has proved that it
is supplying a reslly felt neod. .

‘Tho establishment of regular Biblo Training
Schools freo of all charge for tuition and
under competont instructors is ono of the most
hiopefal sigus of the timos and many young
pooplo who could not otherwiscobtain train-
ing aro being propared and sent forth as

ualified workers to the finld. At tho day
classes thio attondsnco lias beon nearly farty,
whilo at the ovening classes it has been ovora
hundred regularly enrolled students, .

Tho course extending over twn years is
Biblical and practical, wﬁilo at tho samo timo
studonts are engaged in personal work in tho
different churches and missions in thocity.

A branch of the £tudent Volunteor Move.
mont has beon formed in the school and is
doing good work.

It 1s pleasing to know that & nunber of tho
students have already decided upon their field
of labor in tho forcign ficld, The now tenn
beging on Monday, 8th January, and promises
to%)o tho best the school has yothsd, .

In addition to tho regular progressive daily

work of tho school the following loctures will :

form part of the course. * History of
Christian Missions” and ¢ The Epistle to
the Hobrows,” Rov, Elmore Harris; ¢ Tho
Acts of tho Apostles,” Rev. T. B. Hyde;
* Dispensativnal Truth,” Rov. Dr. Parsons ;
¢ After tho Exilo,” Roev. Dr. McTavish and
the Rev. Dc. Stifler, of Crover Theological
Seminary is expocted to lecture both to tho
day and’ ovening classes in the carly part of
Fobruary.

Frionga wishing information should apply
to Mr. \Wm. Ferguson, secretary, 631 Spadina
Avonuv, Toronto,

The Money-L.ender-

In all ages in civilizod countries aud
moro espocially among tho ancients the
monoy-lenders, being £ usurer, was looked
upon as ono of tho lowoest and most
despised of all classes. Burlesqued in
story, cartooned in statuary and portrayed
in his most uncnviable light upon the stage,
it washardly to be wondered at that in the
middle ages popular sentiment and hatred to
the verge of peraccution wasapparont on every
hand. Like many ancient abuses modern
civilization and thought has evolved out of
the ancient ¢vil the modern good, and man
2 bread.winner and his family have ha
rcason to thank God for tho timely assistanco
of tho modern money-lendor particularly in
tho direction specially taken <p by soms
socioties to assist them in becoming owaers of
their own howme.

To the carner of small wages the purchase
of a house is perhaps bis ambition, yetin tho
ordinary way it becomes almost impossible.
His carnings for years perhaps made asa first
payment upon tho property leaves an
accumulation in shapo of mortgage maturiog
somo years henco which is in many cascs a
mill-stono around his neck. To moet this
want philsuthropic and thoughtful financiers
many yesrs ago iotrodu the plap of
monthly or weekly payments covering in a
period of years not only intercst but priucipal.

Illastrating ono of thoss more approved
plaus of invostinent might be taken tho York
County Loan and Saviugs Company, with its
Nioadquarters, Confederation Lifo Buildings,
‘Toronto, and under tho ablo mansgement of
Mr. Joseph Phillips, who is Presidont.  This
Company has from the firat simed to cocour-
sgoa system of weekly and monthly saving,
and also the purchsso of homesteads. For
instance, take tho working msn who wishes
to purchaso a littlo cottage, of say $500, be
can, by tho small paymest of §3.45 per
month (a little moro than the rent of tbe
cottage would como to), in clevon years, nico
months and throo wecks bave his home froo
of encumbrance.  Of conrso should his cir-
curostances permit a larger payment, tho
timo reqaired to sccnro it would bo propor-
ticnately roduced. X

Their plan of monthly sharos, too, is well
worthy of considerstion by parents whowish
to teach thoir children tho value of small
saviagn. Take, for instance, the boy of six-
tren who could, from his carniogs, eave $1.25
a woeok, which would in tho year amount to
205 ; in ten yoars, or at an age when ho would
be likely to stile in life, he would have to
his ciedit $1,000. Would it not bo well for
moro of our pooplo to soquaint themsslvos

with thu ol . racter and advantages of thisand
liko orgauizations, for it {s casier to acquiro
the habit of saving before ono is twonty than
alterwards.

Valuable Pointers on Liufe In
surance.

“Bepjamin Franklin was not only a
philosoplier, but he was, 1w s acuse, a financier,
although ho never joined tho millionaire
cotorie. Benjamiun always talked horso sense,
though. IHossid : ¢ It is a strauge anowaly
that mon should bo careful to insure their
houses, furniture, ships and merchandise,
aund yet neglect to insuro thoir lives, suraly
tho most important of all to thuir familics,
and far moro subject to loss,”

** Whimsical wvomon often oppose tao in-
suranco of their husband’s lives just for a
freak, or from piquo, or to bo odd. When
tho husband dies uuinsured thoy do feol rather
odd, surely. It would have been tetter for
thew to feel even. Now, woulda'tit?

! Create a competence for your old age, if
you can afford an ondowment. DBut do not
negloct a straight life for your family nnder
aoy circumstances, It will bo sinful for you
to do s0.”

“* You should gauge your life insnraneo in
accordsuce with your yearly earnings.  Lalo
insurauce proffers protection to the maximumn
income, the mivimum income, and tho mo le-
rato oncas well.  Let not the wealthy man
despiso tho insurance day of swall things,
nor tho poor one think the prize of life in-
suranco beyond his reach.”

¢ Praise is due, of course, to tho man who
keeps his lifo insured, oven for a nominal sum.
* Half a losf is better thau nono.”  DBut the
man who deserves the fullest praiss is ho who
keeps his lifo insured completely and fully.”

$Itis a mighty good idea tc got your life
ifosurod, but wo can tell you s botter ono:
Keep it iosurcd. Dou’t miss paying a
promiurm, *on your life.'”

The policy which is suitable to & man of
limited income, to one of modorateo means and
to another in aflluent circumstances, is tho
Compound Investment of the North Awmerican
Lifo Assurance Company.

Secure particulars of this advantagoous
form of investmont insurance, or of any other
of this successful compsny’s excallont plauns,
by addresving Wm.” McCabo, Managiog
Director, North American Life Assurance
Comnpauy, 22 to 28 Kiog streot west, Torouto,
Ontario.

WANTED 5000 MORE BOOK AGENTS
Tven and women, for ihoﬁliné-ﬁlf? bﬁkEothYllrméK

9&8255 x£§ '§n§ngoAm Lrom N2 \h-lli?ht paowcnpgn-

wistein By Jich, Fucns 4TG0t

A Chrlat
woek *In lis Name,™ alive with intense inferest. towching
Pathos, humor and story. 3lost splendidly lllusimated. 3Gt

foustand inpress. Blshope. Ministers, elc,, say * God
.= Emloent woten emsioriell. 1tsells st sfght, and pays
Agentatrom $30. to $100, aontl. ?‘Jl’c Pay Preighle
t0 all potuts, Croee Credil, Astra Terms, Ivemivm (!"ul and
Free Ouitt.  ITe also pay all dutses for our Cansdian agents.
Write for termd an Y:«van engravines Lo
AN TFORD PUBLISIUNG OO, 11nrtford, Oonn,

Miss Martha Smith, BE.

Graduato of tho National School of Elo-
cution and Oratory, Philedelphia, and
Toacher of Elocation, in the Prasbyterian
Ladics’ College, Toronto, is prepared to
give Rocitationsspecially suited to charch
gatherings. For terms and particulars
apply to Rev., W, Frizzgrz, Ph.B.

498 Papo Ave., Torouto

SAADAYSIES

Ahow you how tomako $3aday
absolutelysure; 1 furanfahtho
4 work and teach iou frees you
Rw, Work in the locality whereyon live,
[IF Send mo your addreag and Tuillex-
. LY piain tha businexs tully sremember
Tcuaranicencicar protitog 43 fur every day's work,
adsolutely surc: wrlto at once.  Address,

8. 7. MOREAN, MANAGER, 80X F2, WIXESOR, ONT.

{7 iy BELL FOUNDRY
9&% D BELL

Menecly Boll Company SLINTONH. MENEELY

TROY N.Y.AND NEW YORKGITY
MANUFACTURE S8UPERIOR CHURCH BELLS

g4

Scott's
Emulsion

the cream of Cod.liver Oil, with

Hypophosphites, is for
Coughy,
Colds,

Sore Throat,
Bronchitis,
Weak Lungs,
Consumption,
Loss of Flosh,
Emaciation,
Weak Babies,
Crowing Children,
Poor Mothers' Milk,
Scrofula,
Anzemia;

in fact, for all conditions call-

ing

for a quick and cffective

nourishment. Send for Pampilet. FREE,
Scolt& Bowne, Bellenlle. A1 Druggis:s. 60¢. & $1.

(Assesemant System.)

The Colonial Mutual Life

ASSOCIATION.
HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL.

LIFE PLAN WITH PROFITS.
Rates for $1,000,

Yearly | Aue Yearly
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Pollcy hassurrender value after three years.
Frcoas to resldence, travel and occupation,

Graco allowed on all paviments.
Losses patd ‘nrumpll,\'.
Nothing better ever offered.

A.W. ROSS, M.P, Resident Director

and Goneral Alsnager for Ontario,

B. AYLSWORTH,
District Agent.

268 & 28 Adelaide St. W., Toronto

Agernts Wanted.

Lideral terms to good men or wcomen.

THE TEMPEBANGE

- AND GENERAL

LIFE ASSURANCGE G0MPANY

Ia by long og%:
Thoy are classod hy themselvos, which

the beat Company for Total
tainers $o insuro in,

meansa groad deal moro than can be sbown in
an advertisemont.

Ask for literature, Money to loan on

ossy terms.
HONR. G. V7. R0SS, H.SUTHERLAKRD

President, Manager,

Brantford Ladies' College
AND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC

Classesrczumied Jatuary 1ed, 1200.after Chiistmes
vacation A most suitabla term for specialists ..
Muale, Elocation, Art and Modern languages to
eater, gitir g nearly slx months for uninterrupted
stuey befure theclose of tho scselon,

WM, COCHRANK, D.D.

Superior adrantagen at moderato ratos.
MRS, MARY ROLLS,

Gorvernor, Lady Principal
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Christmas Gifts.
JOUN IMRIE, TORONTO, CAN,

On ! happy ove ! that ushers in the da
Of all the year tho best to young and old !
This night onr thoughts take wings and soar
awa,
To Betl{ehema plains, \where shepherds
tend their foll.
Angotic stzains are borno upon the wind
or ';pc;co on oarth, good.will to all man.
in
See! yonder star of promuo that doth bring
Our cager footsteps to oarth’s now-born King,
There pay wo hemasgo to the Holy Child
Born in & mangor —'mid surroundings wild—
Where ** wiso men fiom the Esst’ pour at
His fcet
Earth’s finest goia  all ap cos raro and swect!
Oal LET oUl CHRISTYAS OFFERINGS EVER
ue
A rortioN o¥ ovn vext, O Loxrp, 1o Tner !
Jolix I¥nix's Parus, oouta'ning abous $0v
veatly bound (n cloth and gold, will bo sent, post lrre.

on rocelpt of one dollar. hml Gratllax & Co., 80
Cliarch St., Tomnw. Canada, Onl) a few ouples lcu.

THE esn s,

KENSINGTON
DAIRY

TEL. 3910. 453} YONGE ST.

Orgder xour Ml and Craam from us a“d jou
can rely on getung & puio wits cloan article ata
roasotnble price.

OUR PRICES ARE :
Bottlod Mk 16Q¢L. Tickets for $1.00
Can W yg e o e 00

1gbhalf. ¢t * 100

—

All Unders Tecelvo Prompt Attontion.

BLIAS ROGERS X 00T

Croam

COAYL, - ~ « WOOD
LOWEST RATES.

Mens' B
Tan <@

Hoavy Winter Boots, waterproof and
very ssrviceable, Prices low at

PICKLES & CO,,
328 Yonge St.

Headaches, Dizzy

8pells and faintness havo been my afllietions for
22 yeers, Omn I would fall in a sudden falnt
. 3 and soveral tinmes nar

rowly escaped Dbeln,
burntonthostove. N
medicine gayve me more
N thana few days rellet

44 und I laughed when ¢

g Ry friend urged mo to try
y Ilood’'s Sarsaparilia
But I took it and I
six months I was frec
-3 fromall headache tron
'\\ Lle, falutness or dizzy
ncssA Yamnowpen
\\ fectly well. Icannot
e say too much In pradst
B of Hood's Sarsaparilla
1t Is worth its weight

2/

Mra. It. 11 uan
v gold to mo. Mus. R. I, Haxes, Paris, Ont.

Hood’s*»Cures

HanA'a P(lg are the best,  23¢. por box.

DBackeAchn, FaceeAche, Scintic
Patns, Nearalsic Patns,
ain in the 8ide, etes
Promly Relieved and Curod dy

The “D. & L.”

Menthol Plaster

Jaring used your D. & 1. Meantbol ﬂuur
for w“n min 2 the back and lumlas
Aunbositating] mmmﬂ\d M 48 &
aum;ul n{: remedy . o fact, lboymllko

IXTE, Fllzabethtown, Ont.
rien 23¢.

DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO,, L1p,
Proprietors, MoNTREAL.

ThelLeading Gonssmloq of America

Cany ‘-uuux. Durectoe, |
Younded ia 1658 by
R. Tourjéo.

Profegatonal,
P. LENNOX & son
81'8.

'S r. LEXYOL, Tn0.8, W, LXX¥0X, D.D.8
Removed to Oonudonuon Life Bullding,
Telephone 1846,

R. O. H. ZIEGLER, Danr1sT,
Following dissslution of orship, has
moved to adjoining rooms, No. 21 and 23 in tbo samo
bnlldlng. o&r 2‘(hsrm'd and Yon!o Bmog: Office

A. GALLOWAY, DENTIST,
o N.E Corner Yooge and Queen Streete.
Crowning and Bridging aSpeciality. Phone 701

R. MoLAUGHLIN, Dzxtist,
CoR, CoLLXaR AXD Yonen 818,

8pecial attention to presesvaticn of the natura] teot

R. PRICK, DENTIST,

OOR. QUEEN AND CHUROH 8TS
We eadeavor 10 please all our patients.

DENTISTS
95 King Strect Eaat,

‘DR. S\WANN, 0.D.S., W. C. ADAMS, L.D.S.

Tolephono 2419,
R. WUNDER, Dxxmisr,
Offico and Resldence, 208 College St.
Talephone 192,

R. E. A. HARRINGTON, Daxr11sT,
120 Yonge St., cor. Adelalde. Telephone 1775,
Sracainzs—~Crown and Bridge work, Palnless Ex.
tracting.

J G. ADAMS, DzxrisT,
4 246 YONGE BTREET,

Telephone 2064 -  Entrance No. 1 Elm,

R. AL‘FXANDP.R M. ROSS, K., F.R.8.L. Exa
Member of the Britiah, Amerfcqnmd French
A latlons lor the Adv
and Member of tho Internatinnal Medical Conzrus—
Ninth Segelon, 1768100z STREXT, TOROXTO.

A M. BOSEBBUGH. M.D.,
Axp RAr Sunaxoxn,
mChuxtht.rut = <« Toronto,

R. ANDERSON,

0, Bar, Noss and 'rhmt k)
_ By 510, nemuut. Toronto
/3

KNOX LAUNDRY
431 SPADINA AVE

Orders Solioited
Satisfaotion Guaranteed

Tol. 1562 W. LARTER, Prop

Solld S{iver Waltham . ......51000 %
An cxeellent timeXeeper

8 Ladles’ Open Faco Sulld Sllrtr..
Ladies” Hig, Case

B Ladles® Faoe Waltham,

Ladles’ Solld Gold Hig. Cese,

Ladies® 0 0 W e e %0

KENT'S %vesr.

DE G, STERLING RYERSON
Evs, Einand TaxoAY
60 COLLEGE STREET

{ARSCALLEN & HALL,
BARRISTERB, 80LICITORS, ETC.
w (;sxl ?um %n W EAST, Torosto.
Wit Bl B.A, B, Carscallen, B.A

TaLxraoxns 1164 Braxcn Orvics Ay OJXvILLE

TORONTO

Q. Towza Fixg
ERGUSSON & BLAIKIE.
Late Alexandsr, Fergusson & Blalkie
1 vcluns’ tm lug: a m?nr - carotully
) enta far an
selocted in Debeatures, 8tooksand Monm Security.
Corospondence invited,
Toros™ Rraser. Toroxro, Oxr

Hints for the Holidays

Your footwoar fs
the outward ex.
presaion of your
taste and fucg.
ment, No better
prosent csn  bo
made than & palr
of drosashoes or
slippers. Wo have
oneof the largest
sad cholcest
;wcksln the Dom.
nlo
aa  Gent’s Patont
Dress Shoes a3

Q. W, Buam,

ooTTood
Tadies’ fironzo Patent and Kid Sllppc llylcl the
latest ; Missos* Bronze sand Patent §) ‘21
oloo Bove' Patent DreagSbhoes, the nlcutto deh.
lnlanu F;cﬁm in great mlou. All at very

Sead for ** Christinas Thoughu“ tal
S sogxestions for fHoliday Glfta.

H. & 0. BLACHFORD,
83to 89 KING STREETE, -  TORONTO®

-y




