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The suramer schools are beginning. It
(;/xwould be very desirable to have all our
¢ gchools open the whole twelve months. It
ig worth a trial and would succeed in many
cases where, through custom, the school is
now closed in winter. However, we wel-
come them to our circle of readers none the
less heartily, because it is only for a part of
the year and we trust that the Illustrated
Papers will not be overlooked in ordering,
and that arrangements will be made for
continuing these to the scholars—and, why
not the Lesson Helps also 7—even after the
school goes into winter quarters.

There is a Twentieth Century movement
in the Northern Presbyterian Church of the
United States, which it is not too late for us
to follow, viz., the ingatbering of scholars
into the Sabbath Schools. The 2im of that
church is to win half a million of new
scholars as the offering of their Church to
the Divine Redeemer at the entrance of the
new century. The effort has been goirg on
vigorously. There is the best part of a year
before us still before the new century is
ushered in. ¥t might be well worth the
consideration of the Sabbath School Com-
mittee and of the General Assembly, whether,
by concerted action, we could not immensely
increase the attendance at our Sabbath
Schools of both younger and older scholars
before the Twentieth Century dawns. It
quld be of immense value.

-7

v It will be gratifying intelligence that the
success of JEweLs and Tue Xing’s Owy (con-
tinuing The Children’s Record) is assurcd,
so far as the circulation is concerned. They
have been .ceived with open arms by our

schools and families, and no effort will be
spared by the Editor to make them worthy.
A feature which has been highly prized is
the home flavor. And that flavor is of un-
common excellence. We need not blush
for our Canadian writers, and it is the in-
tention, whilst making use of all good
material from whatever quarter, to develop
our own resources also, in this respect. Our
missionaries are already supplying us with
capital material and we hope to make mis-
sions a very distinctive feature, especially in
TaE Kine’s Own.

¢“If any Man Hear -My Voice.”

Have any of ug given Jesus Christ that
place in our hearts and that power in our
lives which He has been seeking to have?
Have we given Him the place which we
know that He ought to have had? Did we
ever open up to Him all the avenues and
intricacies of our life so fully that He was
at home with us and we quite at home with

| Him? And has He ever and since been aga

familiar friend, coming hack and back to
see us, so that we never think of having
anything going on in our life without having
Him with us? He fain would keep fast and
festival with us; He fain would come to the
marriage and the funeral, and share our
sorrow or our joy; He fain would be on
such terms with us that it made no differ-
ence when He did come, because we so
knew Him and He so knew us. But, alas!
we fear that it is more in pathos than in joy,
that He still gives this old account of Him-
self, ‘Behold, I stand at the door and
knock.” And if we asked Him about His
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wounded hands, or iy bleeding feet, or Iis
sorest heart, He would answer, ‘ Those
with which I was wounded in the house of
My friends.” We must learn to welcome
Christ at all hours and in all circumstances.
To His friends He may sometimes need to
come with stern, sharp knock, when thereis
forgetfulness, and confusion, and noise in
the house, and when conscience starts at the
sound ; only let them rise and go to the
door and bid Him in! He may come when
we are ashamed to let Him see who sits in
the scat in our hearts which once was His;
but turn Him not away—open the door and
let Him comein. We may have grown care-
less about His presence when the house was
full, and when all was bright in our home,
but let us look round the room and remem-
ber that sooner or later our house will be
left unto us desolate, and let us not be like
those of old who forgot to welcome Him
until death and sorrow opened the door.
Only let us learn to interpret the Saviour’s
cail, and let us learn to respond to it imme-
diately! Only let us open the door, no
matter what disorder or shame may be
within! Jesus’ coming in puts all things
right and does all things well. If any man
but open the door, ‘“I will come in and
will sup with him, and he with me.”—Rev.
Armstrong Black, *‘The Evening and The
Morning.”"

The Bias of the Home
By Rev. f. A. Carmickacl

_ How soon the children can speak the lang-
uage spoken in the home | Who cantell how
soon they began to be influenced by that
language? It would be foolish to think that
language was the only home influence that
was affecting them. Very soon their char-
acters take a decided bias which indicates
the direction of development unless arrest-
ed by some powerful influence. ¢ The
child is father to the man.” This bias is
not the result of choice on the part of the
child, nor of choice on the part of the
parents. The parents may desire the bias
to be in a far different direction, and for

this purpose they have family prayers and
attend church and have the children regu-
larly at Sunday School, but the bias is given
not according to the desire of the parents
but according to their lives. As the parents
are, the children are. If parents are not
what they ought to be, they will find their
children one day what t.hey do not want
them to be.

I do not know any stronger motive for
holiness in parents than the effect on their
children. Christians are ‘“‘ the salt of the
earth.”” Salt preserves only what it touches.
Where gliould the preserving power of
Christian purents produce better results than
in the home? Christians are the light of
the world. Where can parents shine with
greater warmth and brightness than in their
home? Where ought the leaven to work so
effectively as in the Christian bome. If
results are to be secured in the children,
parents must glorify God by holy living.
A masked life will not do. It is like a
painted flower to the bee, a painted fire to
the freezing man. Children will not be
deceived by it, and the Holy Spirit will not
use it for any spiritual purpose. The com-
mand to fathers to bring their children up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lorg,
is a peremptory call to holy living.

Regina, N.'W.T.

The scholars in many of the schools have
already begun to use the Century Fund
Souvenir Savings Banks. Why should not
every child in the Church have one? The
children take delight in collecting money in
this way. It i3 an education. One little
tot who had been promised a box for the
next Sunday asked with a puzzled face
“What is the Century Fund?’ and the
way wag opened to a lesson on what it is
and why we are just now making special
gifts. All very elementary, of course, what
God has done for us in the hundred years
gone and what we ought to do for God in
the time to come; but a useful lesson, and
all the more memorable hecause connected
with the saving and ihe giving of the
pennies.
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Bible Dictionary for S8econd Quarter

An’-drew A native of Bethsaida, and
brother of Peter. One of the disciples of
our Lord.

Beyond Jor/-dan A district on the east
of the Jordan, extending from Della on the
north to the land of Moab on the south.

Beth’-sai’-da Perhaps Bethsaida Julius,
situated on the east shore of the Jordan,
where it falls into the Lake.

Bar-thol’-o-mew ‘¢ The Son of Tolma,”’
an Apostle. He is generally su ?ose-" to be
the same ag Nathanael, whom Christ found
under the fig tree, on His way from Jordan
to Galilee, (John 1: 45-48.)

Ca-per’-na-um A town on the north-
west of the Sea of Galilee, in the plain of
Gennesaret, on the great Damagcusroad. It
had a custom house and military station,
and was the centre of Christ’s Galilean work.

Cho-ra’-zin ‘fhe site is disputed. But
Dr. Thomson identifies it with Keraseh, two
miles from Tell Hum, one of the supposed
sites of Capernaum.

De-ca’-po-lis A district east of the Jor-
dan. It was called Decapolis because it
contained ten cities.

E.li’-as The Greek form of Elijah, one
of the grandest of the Old Testament pro-

hets.

P Gal’/-i-lee The northern province of Pal-
esting, containing 240 towns and villages of
Jews and Gentiles. It was the scene of
Christ's early life and of the mosgt of His
ministry. From Galilee all the apostles
came but Judas Iscariot.

Her’-od Herod Antipas, one of the sons
of Herod the Great. e was ruler of Gali-
leeand Perea. His mother wasa Samaritan,
His first wife was a daughter of Aretas,
king of Arabia Petreea. He sent her home,
and then married Herodias, hig half-brother
Philip’s wife. John rebuked him for this,
and was beheaded. In A.D. 38 he wag
banished to Lyons, France, and died in
Spain.

Her-o/-di-as The nd-daughter of
Herod the Great, and, therefore, the niece
of both Philip and Herod Antipas, She led
the latter into the two g;reat»est, blunders of
h.3_life—the murder of John the Baptist,
which cost him the favor of the Jews, and
an attempt to gain the royal title, which
resulted in his banishment,.

Je-ru’-sa-lem A Jebusite stronghold,
which David took and made his capital.
The temple was built there by Solomon.
Jerusalem has been destroyed either wholly
or }mrmally seventeen times.

-de’-a The province of Palestine,
south of Samaria and west of the Jordan.
1t contained the Holy City, Jerusalem.

John the Baptist The son of Zacharias
and Elizabeth. The forerunner of Christ.
He was beheaded in the prison of Macherus
by Herod Antipas.

James An apostle of our Lord, the son
of a fisherman named Zebedee. To be dis-
tinguished from another disciple—James,
tI-l:e son of Alpheeus, known as James the

ss.

John The brother of James, the son of
Zebedee. He was ‘‘the disciple whom
Jesus loved.”” Banished to Patmmos. Wrote
the Book of the Revelation, three Epistles
and the fourth Gospel. Outlived all the
other apostles.

Ju’-das Is-car’-i-ot The disciple who
betrayed Jesus. He wasa native of Kerioth,
a village in Judea.

Leb-bsm’-us Another of the apostles,
also called Thaddseus, and by Luke, J l%das
(not Iscariot), the brother of James.

Mat’-thew The disciple whom Jesus
called from the custom house in Capernaum;
also named Levi; the writer of the first
Gospel.

Phar/-i-sees A religious party in the
Jewish Church, who had the merit of pat-
riotism and of zeal for the Law as they
understood it. But they were narrow for-
ipalzlsts, and were not too careful how they

ived.

Phil’-ip Like Andrew and Peter, a native
of Bethsaida. He was a practical, matter-
of-fact man, as seen in his conversation with
Jesus when Christ fed the 5,000. Also
Philip, the husband of Herodiag and half
brother of Herod Antipas.

Sod’-om One of the oldest cities of Pales-
tine, destroyed in the time of Abraham.

8i/-mon Pe’-ter The head ofthe apostles;
always named first. Brother of Andrew.
He was a very impulsive man, but when
Christ first met him He called him Peter,
meaning *‘arock.”

8i’-mon the Ca’-naan-ite The disciple
known as Zelotes, or the Zealot ; a fanatical
sect who aimed at overthrowing the Roman
rule. Simon belonged to this sect before he
became a disciple of Jesus. .

Sa-mar’/-i-tans A mixed race, partly Jew
and partly Gentile. They believed in the
books of Moses, and had a temple at Mount
Gerizim, but were in reality ignorant of the
true God. v

Tyre and 8i’-don. Two wealthy cities
of Pheenicia, on the Mediterranean, north-
east of Palestine.

Thom’-as The doubting
called Didymus, the ¢ Twin."”

Zeb/-ed-ee A fisherman of the Sea of
(;a}llilllee, the father of the apostles James and

ohn. .

apostle ; also
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International Bible Lessons

Studies in the Life of Jesus

LEssoN CALENDAR:

SECOND QUARTER

I. Aprill...... vevevesevssness..The Beatitudes. Matt. 4: 25 to 5: 12,

2. April8...... Ceerees reeees Precepts and Promises. Matt. 7: 1-14.

3. April15............ e The Ig’uught,er of Jairus Raised. Mark 6: 22-24; 35-43.
4. April22........ L, .The Centurion’s Servant Healed. Luke 7: 1-10.

5. April29........ ... . ....Jesus and John the Baptist. Luke7: 18-28.

6 May6 .coovvvvvniniiiinine. Jesus Warning and Invmng Matt. 11: 20-30.

7. May 13 ....ooel il vv......Jesus at the Pharisee’s House. Luke 7: 36-50.

8 May 20 ..oovvvnenvnnnne. ......Parable of the Sower. Matt. 13: 1-8 and 18-23.

9. May 27 ..oovviiiiiiiiiniaann, Parables of the Kingdom. Matt. 13 : 24-33.
10 Juned . .oveeeiiiiiiiiiniaaa The Twelve Sent Forth. Matt. 9: 35 t0 10: 8.
11. June 10..........cv..........Death of John the Baptist. Mark 6: 14-29.

12. June 17......................The Feeding of Five Thousand. John 6: 5-14.

13. June 24....... et REVIEW.
Lesson I THE BEATITUDES April 1, 1900

Matt. 4: 25t0 5: 12. Commit to memory v~. 3-9. Read Matt.5: 1t0 6: 18, Compare Luke 6: 17-36.

25 And there followed him t multudes !of

ople from Gal'ilee, and from c{’ ‘olis, and from
?x‘:‘u salem, and jfrom Judee'a, an from beyond

or’ dan.

Ch.5: 1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up
into 2a mountain: and when he 3 was set, his dis-
ciples came unto him ¢

z And he opened his mouth, and taught them, say-

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the
kingdom of heaven.

4 }filessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comfo!

5 Blessed arethe meck : for they shall inherit the

6 Bl&sed arethey 4 which do hunger and thirst after

2The mountain;

rightcouenesq for they shall be filled.
le»ed are the merciful: for they shall obtain

G SdBlessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
o

9 Blessed are the pescemakers: for they shall be
called 5the children of God.

10 Blessed are they 6 which are persecuted for
Inghteousness sake: for their's is the kingdom of

reaven.

11 Blessed are ve, when men shall 7 revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all mannerof evilagainst
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for great s your
reward in heaven ; forso persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.

3 Had sat down; ¢That hunger; 5Sons;

TESSON PLAN

The sumnmer of A.D. 28, the sec-
ond year of our Lord’s ministry ;

Revised Version—10f people omitted ;
s That have been; 1Reproach.
GOLDEN TEXT
*¢ Blessed arethe qure inhem for
they shall soe God. tt, 5:8, ]
a central point.
DAILY READINGS PLACE

M'—Mattti éi es ?5to 5:12. The Beati-
T.—Mait. 5: 13-20. B.ingand do-
W.—Ps. g’lgzl—u. Trustingand rest-
Th. ~2cgrg'1 1-12. Comfort insuf-
F.—1 Peft f; '12-19. Rejoicing in

8.—Ps, "4 Prigile e of the
S.—1 Johns 1-10 “We sha

Connectin,;

Lmks—The Sermon on the
Mount was delivered, according to tradition,
upon a hill known as the Horns of Hattin,
not far from Tell Hum, one of the supposed
sites of Capernaum. Jesus spent the night

Tradition says the Horns of Hat-
tin, & square-shaped hill about 60
feet in height and with two tops,
seven miles south-west of Caper-
naum.

CATECHISM

15. Whatwas the sin where-
by our first parents fell from the es-
tate wherein they were created ¢

A. The sin whereby our first

rent,s fell from the estate where-

ey werd created, was their |
id fruit.

EXPO!

I. The Crowded Con, tion,
4:25-5:1, o

Multitudes from far and wide,
and His own chosen band of dis*
ciples.

II. TheGreat Teacher, 2.

Who had proved by His mighty
works that He was from G

III. The Wonderful Secrmon, 8-

6f which these words are the
opemng sentences, and {ivhich
:ned out to men'seyes whatthe
k ngdom of God is.
LESSON BYMNS
90; 100 (Ps. Sel.); 219; 524; 221.

upon the mountain in prayer. In the morn-
ing His disciples sought Him and from
them He chose the t welve apostles (Luke
6: 12-13). The multitudes soon followed,
and Jesus addressed them,
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I. The Orowded Congregation, 25.

V. 25. There followed Him great multitudes.
From Capernaum, the centre of His Galilean
work, His fame had spread throughout the
whole country, and great crowds came to
hear Him, (Matt.3: 7, 8; Luke6: 17.)

II. The Great Teacher, Ch. 5:1, 2.

Ch.5: 1. He went up,; from the level
plain on the side of the mountain to which
He had descended (Luke 6: 12, 17), to a
position higher up the hill, where He could
be seen and heard by the anxious crowds.
A4 mountain ; ** The mountain,” Rev. Ver.
(See Connecting Links)) When He was sel;
the usual attitude of the Jewish teacher
(Luke 4 : 20). Hig disciples; not only the
apostles, but all those of Luke 6: 13, who,
accepting Him as Messiah, were anxious for
ingtruction in the truths of the kingdom.
The Twelve would be nearest; the other
disciples would gather around them, whilst
beyond were the crowds.

V. 2. He opened His mouth; ‘‘ A Hebrew
expression prefacing a formal discourse.”
(Riddle; see Dan. 10: 16; Acis 8: 35.)
Taught them ; the disciples, as explained in
v. 1; bu’ the crowds also heard (7: 28).
Here foilow the Beatitudes, so called from
the Latin beatus, meaning happy.

III. The Wonderful Sermon, 3-12.

V.38. The poor in spirit; Not the poor-
spirited, but those who are humble in heart,
conscious of their spiritual need. Theirs 13
the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom is
where God rules. It is within (Luke 17:
21); and can only be where pride and self
have been thrust out. There is no room for
God otherwise. ‘“Only the noble think
meanly of themselves.”

V. 4. Mourn. All grief does not lead to
blessedness, but only the grief that arises
from a sense of spiritual need (2 Cor. 7 : 10).
It is the ‘‘mourning” of the ““poor in
gpirit.”! Comforted. The word suggests not
only consolation but strength and encour-
agement. .

V. 5. Meck. Meekness is that spirit that
conquers pride, submits to God’s will with-
out & murmur, and patiently endures with-

out yielding to exasperation and revenge
(Rom. 122 19-21). Jnherit the earth; & quo-
tation from Fs. 37 : 11. Through the spiri
of meekness, which keeps its possessor calm
and trustful underall circumstances, he gains
the truest enjoyment of earthly good, and
that spirit shall yet supplant haughtiness
and pride in the government of the world.

V. 6. Hunger and thirst; implying the
strongest longing. After righteousness; all
moral good—the soul’s aspiration after holi-
ness. Filled; satisfied. It is a large pro-
mige; but Christ can do large things.
(John6: 35; Ps, 17: 15.)

V. 7. The merciful; Who have compas-
sion for the suffering and the sinful and
especially love towards their enemies. Shall
obtain mercy ; from God (6: 12) ; but man's
mercy is not excluded. (7: 2). The hard-
hearted cannot claim God’s mercy (18: 23-
35) ; and certainly will get none from men.

V.8 Purein heart; not only chaste in
feeling and in thought, bi't pure in motive.
Shall see God; in présent experience (Ps.
34: 8); in future glory (1 John8:2). To
““see” in the sense here used is to know, to
understand. Crookedness and vileness of
heart distort the vision. Moral simplicity
clarifies it.

V. 9. Peacemakers; promoting peace be-
tween man and man, and showing tv others
the way of peace with God. Peacemaking
flows from the preceding virtues, and from
the peace of Rom. 5: 1. Sons of God (Rev.
Ver.) ; because they participate in His nature
and share in ZIig favor (Rom. 8 : 14, 17).

V. 10. Blessed are they that have been. per-
sccuted (Rev. Ver.); a glance at the past to
remind His hearers that the blessings of the
kingdom have ever been assoriated with
severest trials. (See Heb. 11.) For right-
cousness’ sake; the limitation of the blessing.
There is no comfort for wrong-doers here.
The kingdom. Seeon v. 3. .

V.11, Blessed are ye. A personal appli-
cation of the truth just spoken. Revile you;
persecution by the malicious speech (Acts 2
13). Persecute you; by act (Acts 4: 1-3).
Shall say falsely ; literally, lying accusations
made to others (Acts 6: 13). If the accusa-
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tions are true, there is no promise of bless-
ing.

V. 12,
much” ;
Great i3 your reward ;
favor, which is life,

x&&méjthe multitudes, v. 1. It is tol

of Xerxes, that when he was invading
Greece, he expressed a wish to look upon
all his host. A throne was erected for him
on a hill, from which he could look down
and see the Heilespont covered with his
1,200 ships and the plain swarming with his
2,500,000 soldiers. As he gazed on the im-
mense multitude of his soldiers and sailors,
he wept. When his uncle, Artabanus, in-
quired the cause of his tears, he answered :
‘A sudden pity came upon me, when I
thought of the shortness of man’s life and
considered that of all this host, as numerous
ag it is, not one will be alive when a hund-
red years have gone by.” We may well
believe that the heart of Jesus yearned with
compassion, as He looked out over the multi-
tude before Him. The Good Shepherd could
not see so many sheep tattered and torn
without desiring to save them.

No one else saw, asJesus saw, the value of
each soul in that great crowd. It is told
that one of the diamond fields in South
Africa was discovered in this wise. A trav-
eller, one day, on entering the valley and
drawing nea. to a settler’s door, saw a boy
amusing himself by throwing stones. One
of the stones fell at the stranger’s feet. He
picked it up and was in the act of playfully
returning it, when a light flashed from it in
a manner that showed it was no common
stone. It wasa diamond, and at last it had
fallen into the hands of one who knew its
value. So Jesus knew the worth of 2 human
soul, though it was the soul of a child, or
a harlot or 2 murderer.

Blessed, v. 3. This word marks the con-
trast between the giving of the Law and the
proclaination of the Gospel. The Law
came on Sinai amid thunders and light-

Be exceeding glad ; literally, ¢ leap

implying demonstrative  joy.
the reward of Christ's
1t begms on eart N\and

nings, and struck the hearts of the hearers

is compleied in heaven.  For so persccuted.
It was no new way. Holy men had always

been so treated. (Heb., 11.) Before you,
and in whose steps Christ’s disciples must
follow. The Church has seldom lacked its
martyrs, and perhaps never w11]

ApbryoATION ) 52‘22 p}v
,I' ith terror ; the Gospel came in the bright-

ness and peace of a summer’s day. There is
a difference, too, between the Kingdom of
Heaven and all carthly kingdoms. No
kingdom on earth can promise to its citizens
blessedness. It is not possible for a govern-
ment to secure the welfare of its subjects.
At the most it can give them protection
from ernemies, who would hinder them from
securing their own welfare. But the well-
being of every citizen in the Kingdom of
Heaven is guarantec-l, ¢ Eye hath not seer,,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him.”” (1 Cor.
2:9.) All these thingsare wrapped upin the
one word ‘ blessed,” with which the
Founder of the kingdom began His great
manifesto.

The eight Beatitudes may be divided into
two classes, of which one will include the
first six and the other the remaining two.
In the first class we have a description of the
internal character of the true members of
Christ's Kingdom. The growth of Christian
character begins with poverty of spirit and
reaches its perfection in purity of heart.
The second class describes true Christians in
their external relations. Those who have
the character described. in the first six Beati-
tudes go forth into the world to conduct
themselves in the manner described in the
last two. They seek to promote peace and
good will among men. They follow right.
eousness, even though it bring upon them
persecution.

Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the
earth, v. 5, The prominence given to the
virtue of meekness is one of the most strik-
ing peculiarities of Christian morals. It is
opposed to pride and angerand self-assertion
and the spirit of revenge. Meekness is the
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spirit shown by David, when he said con-
cerning Shimei, *‘ So let him curse, because
the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David,”
(2 Sam. 16: 10) ; by Moses, when Miriam
and Aaron ‘‘ spake against him”’ (Num. 12:
1) ; by Joseph when he provided a home for
his brethren who had deeply injured him
(Gen. 47 : 11, 12). It is instructive to notice
the place of this beatitude in the series. It
comes after those pronounced on the poor in
spirit and the mourning. It is when we
realize our own need and lack of merit, and
truly sorrow for our own sin, that we shall
be ready to receive injury from others with-
out resentment. No one can offend us as
deeply as we have offended God. Meekness
springs out of poverty of spirit and godly
SOITOW,

When it is said that the meek ‘shall
inherit the earth,” it is not meant that they
shall obtain landed piopervy. The earth
really belongs to those who knew how to
use it and enjoy it. Itis when the world

wn POINTS AND P

Jesus seeks earnest scholars. v. 1.

The love of Jesus appears in the word
‘“ blessed.” This King wished His subjects
to be happy. vs. 3, ete.

It is what we are, not what we have, that
makes us truly happy. vs. 3, etc.

Not the poor are blessed, but the poor in
spirit. v. 3.

The Kingdom of Heaven is wherever a
single heart obeys the rule of Christ. v. 3.

Sorrow is not always a blessing, but those
are always blessed who are truly sorry for
sin. v. 4.

Meekness is despised in the world; it is
highly honored in the Kingdom of Heaven.
v. 8.

We usnally get what we desire intensely.
If we really long to be righteous, our longing
will be satisfied. v. 6.

The way 1n which we treat others will be
reflected in the treatmentthey give us. v. 7.

To see God is to know His character, to be
conscious of His presence, to have fellow-
ship with Him. v. 8. ’

ministers to our growth in character that it
becomes truly ours. And when the King-
dom of Heaven becomes a kingdom on
earth, all things will belong to the meek.
(Ps. 37: 11))

Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall
see God, v. 8. A physician who had charge
of a large hospital in Norway, containing as
many as a thousand lepers, said that the
disease sometimes appears to attack the
optic nerve of the patients, so that they sce
everything with a lep." 3 eve. In some
cases there were large tubercules on the faces
of the men. If some of the lepers were
asked who were the best looking men in
Norway among their acquaintance, they
would point to some leper more ugly than
themselves. Leprosy made them unable to
perceive real beauty. Sin prevents us from
seeing God. It renders us blind to His true
character.

For further illustrative matter see ‘‘Points
and Paragraphs.”

ARAGRAPHS

The true peacemaker is he who helps to
spread the Gospel ; for the Gospel of Jesus
is the Gospel of peace. v. 9.

“ Blessed” and “ persecuted ” contradict
each other in the experience of all except
Christ and Christians. v. 10.

Those who are merciful obtain mercy-
““Take care how you offend me, for I never
forgive ”, said one man to another in the
hearing of John Wesley. “‘Then”, said
Wesley, “1 hope you never sin ; for with
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured
to you again.” .

In 1852 a vessel was wrecked off the Island
of Efate. Every one of the crew was killed
and eaten by the savages inhabiting the
island. In 1898 another vessel was wrecked
there with 2 hundred and twenty on board.
They were all rescued. Thirty were taken
to one village, thirty to another, and so on
about the island. They were sheltered and
fed for six months, until, another vessel
arriving, they were kindly provided with a
safe passage. What had wrought the
change? The establishment in the island of
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the Christian Church by missionaries.

Many have suffered persecution for right-
cousness’ sake and have found a blessedness
in their suffering. One of the martyrs of
Scettish Church- History was Margaret Wil-
son. She was a young girl of eighteen, whose
parents were both conformists to prelacy,
but who had herself better principles, and
an old woman of sixty-three, who held the
same convictions, were tied to two stakes
within high-water mark of the Solway and
left to be drowned by the advancing tide.

Margaret’s friends did their best to induce
her to forsake what she held to be truth and
so save her life. The old woman being
furthest out was drowned in her sight, but
still she remained firm. At last the waters
covered her, too; but before her life had
gone, she wag drawn up, until she was able
to speak again and offered her life, if she
would take the oath required by her perse-
cutors. Her reply was: “I will not, I am
one of Christ’s children, let me go,” and the
waters covered her forever.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

&he second year of our Lord’s ministry
was ‘‘a year of fundamental principles.”
To the multitudes who followed Him and
_especially to the nearer circle of His dis-
diples, He revealed more and more fully the
doctrine of the Kingdom of God.

Very marvellous is the enunciation of it
in the Sermon on the Mount. The language
issimple, language that a child can under-
stand, but the ‘ commandment is exceeding
broad.”

Let the ““local color® be fully brought
out—the crowds following Jesus. They
were beginning to hope great things of Him
as the Messiah, who should deliver them
from the Roman yoke and lift up their
nation to new glory. Describe the gather-
ing on the hilltop and the disciples closest
to Him ; then Jesus, sitting in the attitude
" 1 teacher, and the dead stillness, followed
by these great utterances.

It is a lesson for straight exposition. Do
not take too much time in analyzing or
grouping the Beatitudes. Impressthese three
points: (1) That the Kingdom of Heaven is
in reality within and not outside: it is life
and character ; (2) That the character which
admits to its citizenship and its joys is not
what the world commonly commends ; and
(3) That its rewardsare very great, both heve
ang hereafter.

Take up the ‘‘Blesseds ”” one by one—the
character described and then the resultant
reward. Make sure that the meaning of the
words is thoroughly apprehended. A black-
board or a writing pad will be useful: The
eye aids in memorzing, and it is most im-
portant that the Beatitudes should be so
thoroughly memorized as to be an abiding
possession. The following chart from
Peloubet’s notes may also help. It gives in
one view

THE RELATION OF THE BEATITUDES TO ONE ANOTHER

The Inner Life Toward
God.

2. Taey Tuat Mours.

6. ToE PoRe 1N HEeart.

them all.

1. Tue Poor 1N SpiriT.
(The condition out of which all the others grow.)

4. THEY THAT HUNGER AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS.

8. Tne PERSECUTED.

Those who live such a life in thig evil world are often persecuted, and
must always be ready to endure this test. They whe stand the test will
have these virtues in a hngh degree, and have fuller blessedness in

Tts Outward Manifestation
Toward Man.
Ture MEER.

THE MERCIFUL.
Tug PEACEMAKERS.

(SRR
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Questions for Juniors—2-5. In what year of
our Lord’s ministry? Where was Galilee,
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea? Why was
Decapolis so called?

Ch.5: 1, 2. Whom did Jesus sce? Where
did He g¢? Why? (Luke 6: 12-17.) Who
were nearest Jesus? How many verses com-
meunce with the word *‘ blessed ’? By what
name are these blessings known?

3, 4. What is the first? Who are meant ?
What promige given? What is the second ?
Into what will God turn their sorrow?
(Rom. 8: 18.)

5,6. "What is the third ? In which Psalm ?
(Ps. 37: 11.) What is the fourth? What
meant by ‘ hungering and thirsting’” ?

7,8. What is the fifth? Who are the
merciful? What iollows forgiving? (Luke 6:
37.) What is the sixth? What enjoyed by
the ‘‘ pure in heart’ ? ’

9-12. What is the seventh ? What was the
song of the angels at Christ's birth ? What is
the eighth ? What promise? What is meant
by ¢ for my sake”? Which prophets were
persecuted ? (2 Chron. 24:21; Jer. 37: 15.)

For Seniors— Ch. 5:1. Whence the
name ‘‘ Sermon on the Mount” ? On what
mountain probably? What brought the
multitudes? What was the customary atti-
tude for teachers?

2. What preceded the sermon? (Luke 6:12)
What lesson to be learned? Where and
under what circumstances had the Law of

Moses been giver.? _Of the Beatitudesy how
ﬁfm ?‘7% EWOF
Introduction. — Draw  a ré\v yellow
chalk). Who wears a crow{j? Name of our

Queen? The countries she rules in her
kingdom? How welove and honor our Queen!

many are features of character ? What of the
last one? (2 Tim. 3: 12.) Which four Beati-
tudes describe inner life toward God ? Which
three its outward manifestation tc man ?

3-9. Of what is ‘““poor in spirit’’ the
opposite? What kind of sorrow? (2 Cor. 7:
9-11.) What promise attached? (Rom. 5: 3-
§: Heb. 12: 10.) Who are the opposite to
the “meek”? (1 Cor. 6: 7; 1 Peter 2: 1.)
What is meant by * righteousness” ? By
“filled”’? From whom shall the merciful
obtain mercy? (Ps. 18: 25; Prov. 3: 3, 4.)
Give examples of peacemaking. (Gen. 13:
79; John 14: 27.)

10-12. What two limitations to the bless-
ing promised those who are reviled? In
what will the ‘‘reward in heaven’ consist?

Bible Side Lights.— BLessep—Ps. 1: 1;
Ps. 24: 3-5.

Tue KiNgpoM oF Heavix—Matt. 5: 19,
20;7:21;11:12

Tne Camprex oF Gop—John 1: 11, 12;,
Rom. 8: 14. -

CoxTtrasts—1 Cor. 1 :3-5;1 Pet. 4:12, 1377 ~ /188

ResoicE—Ps. 68: 3; Luke, 19: 37, 38;0‘)‘/I
John 15: 19, 11. -j.;

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The simplicity and depth of the Ser-
mon on the Mount.

2. Contrast Mcunt. Sinai with
Hattin,

3. No cross, no crown.

THE LITTLE ONES

kings. His is the Heavenly Kingdom. The
King of Heaven sent His Son to tell us about
that Kingdom and what kind of people
the ‘‘King’s Own?’ are.

Mount

How we obey her laws! God is King of

Scene of the Sermon -One of the mountain
ranges north of Capernaum
(map). Jesus had spent

the night in prayer. As
daylight appeared, the
crowds eagerly flocked
about the foot of the
mountain to get a chance
to tell Jesus their troubles.
Jesus spoke to them beauti-
ful words of comfort and
healing. Picture Jesus
standingon the high ground
preaching this wonderful
sermon, the crowds sitting
or standing on the plain
below, listening.
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The Bible ** B's”’—Where do we get our
honey ? We are going to put some ‘“B’s”’
on the board (in a vertical line) and we’ll
sce what sweet promises we’ll get from
them. As the *“ Beatitudes’ are read, fill
out the word ‘¢ Blessed ”’ and * The Kind of
People”’ and the Promise.

The Merciful—Dwell for a few moments on
the fifth “B.” We should be merciful—kind
—charitable. Give illustrations of some acts
of charity. Mention may be made of the
“Red Cross’” ambulance men and nurses
on the field of battle tending the sick and
wounded soldiers. How can we help in
deeds of mercy? Mercy to dumb animals
may be mentioned. Are the children al-
ways kind to their ¢‘dumb companions’’?

Golden Text—Perhaps the sweetest of all
is the sixth ¢ B.”

Tllustration—The water got very bad in
Mrs. Clark’s well (draw outline of a pump).
The children cried for a drink of pure water.
“ Never mind,” said mother, ‘“the pump is
verv black and dirty looking, but father
will give it a nice coat of paint and fix it ap

so that the water will be right again.” After
tea they went out to watch father painting
the pump. He painted it white, with a
beautiful red top and red handle. The
children were delighted. Next morning
they hurried to get a drink, but sad to say,
the water was as bad as ever. TFather said
there was no use fixing up the outside, unless
the inside was pure and clean. So he
pumped all the bad water out, cleaned the
well, and the pure spring water came ficw-
ingin. Oh, how pleased the little ones were !
Pure water, now !

Pure Hearts—Draw 2 heart. We each
have a little pump this shape inside us. It
pumps away from the day we are born, till
the day we die. This little pump gets bad
thoughts and feelings into it sometimes.
In fact it is never quite clean till it gets
cleaned out—emptied of all bad and filled
with the Holy Spirit. Only God can clean
it. (Our words and actions show whether
this pump is pure and clean or not.)

Prayer—*‘ Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

BLACEKROARD REVIEW

“BLESSED”
TWO

WITHOUT

Wg or Gop aND Gop For Us.

2

SIX

WITHIN

AND

. It is often better to have a clean blackboard when the Review begins and to write ‘
down the words ag it proceeds. In this case, however, have them all printed on”
beforehand, and in as bold and striking a siyle as possible. The Review may take here
he form of a drill. “Bressep” the key note of the sermon, and of Christ’s Mission,
Gospel, and of the Christian life. Eight Beatitudes (take care that the word is under-
stood) ; Six describing an inward condition (WrrmiN) and Two outward acts (Wrrgour).
Have the scholars recite the Beatitudes until they know them well. Then, when they are
eager, and a lively drill always makes children eager, sum it all up in We or Gop—the
Godlike in claracter and acts, which comes only from Cod’s Spirit in us. Gon ror Us;
the rewards are from God. They consist in our receiving blessings of God, becoming
like God, and Leing with God.
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Lesson TI.

Matt. 7: 114, Commit to memory vs. 7, 8, 13, 14.

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ve shall be
judged : aud with what measure ye mete, itshall be
measured to you agait.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me 2 pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and, 3behold a besin
i3 in thine own eye?

5 Thou hypocrite, sfirst cast out the beam out of

hine own eye; and then shalt thousee clearly to casy
~ut the mote out of thy brother's eye.

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither
cast ye your pearls before swine, lest s they trample
them under their feet, and turn 6again and rend you,

7 Ask, and it sha)l be F\'eh you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

8 For every ope that asketh receiveth ; and he that

PRECEPTS AND PROMISES

April 8, 1900

Read Matt. 8: 19to7: 29. Compare Luke 6: 37-49.

seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall he
opened.

9 Or what man is there of you, 7 whom if his son 8ask
bread, will ¢he give him a stone?

10 Or if he 1085k a iish, will he give him a serpent?

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good

fts unto your children, how much more shall your

ther which is in heaven give good things to them
that ask him?

12 1 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do 1210 you, do _ye even so0 o them: for
this is the law and the Hmphets.

13 Enter ye in 13 at the struit gate: for wide @3 the
gate, and broad isthe ‘mf' that leadeth tu destruction,
and many 4 there be whlch go in thereat :

14 15 Because strait i the gate, and narrow s the
h\'a“\".. which leadeth unto life, and few 16 there be that

nd it.

Revised Version—! Unto vou; omit again; 2Cast; 3 Lo, the beam; 4 Cast out first; 5 Haply: 6 Omit
again ; Who; 3Shall ask him fora loaf; 9 He omitfed,; 10Shall ask for; W All things therefore; 12 Unto you,
even so0 do ye also unto them ; 13 Bf’ the narrow gate; 14 Be they that enter in thereby ; 13 For narrow is the

[0

gate and straitencd the way that

GOLDEN TEXT
Whatsoever yo would that men

should do to you, do ye even so to
them. Matt., 7:12.

DAILY READINGS

adeth ; 16 Be they.
TIME

PLACE

As in the previous lesson about |
the middle of the second year of '
our Lord’s Ministry.

LESSON PLAN

I, Judging. 1-G.

‘The spirit of wisdom and charity
which keeps the heart calm and
sweet.

M.—Matt. 7: 1-4. Precepts and
promises.
T.-—Mntft,. 7: 15-29. Known by
its

Tuits.

W.—James4: 512. Judge not!

Th.—Jer. 29: §-14. Seekiyg with
the heart.

F.—Luke 8: 27-36. True love.

3.—Luke 6: 37-45. The mote and

the beam,
S.—Lukem13:22-80. The strait

The same : probably the Horns
of Hattin near Capernaum and the
Sea of Galilee.

CATECHISM

Q. 18. Did all mankind fall in
Adam’s firsd transgression ?

A. The covenant being made
with Adam, not only for himself,
but for his posterity ; all mankind.
descending from him, by ordinary
generation, sinned in him, and fell

with him, in his tirst transgression.

EXPOSITION

II. Asking, 7-11.

The spirit of trust and holy
enterprise which obtains great
things from God.

IIX. Acting, 12-14.

The spirit of faimess which
puts one's self in his neighbor's
place, .and the shrewd choice
which saves one's own life.
LESSON HYMNS

63 (Ps. Sel.), 39, 398, 523, 251.

Connecting 8—This lesson is part of
the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus, having
emphasized the spirituality of the Law (ch.
5) and the true motive of Christian conduct
{6 : 1-18),"and having warned agairst world-
ly anxieties and urged to ‘‘other-worldli-
ness,’” (6 : 19-34), here lays down rules for
the government of the Christian life.

1. Judging, 1-8.

Vs. 1, 2. Judgenot ; a prohibition against
rash and uncharitable judgments, common
among the Pharisees, and too common at all
times and amongst all peoples. That ye Le not
judged. The primary reference is not tu the
judgment of God (Rom. 14: 10), but, as
Luke 6 : 38 shows, to the judgment of man.
With what judgment ye judge. The fault-find-
er will, sooner or later, ind his harsh criti-
cism turned against himself. With what
measure ye mete. *‘ Mete '’ is an old fashioned

word for measuvre. It is the sameidea under
a different figure. Man’s treatment of his
fellow-man is, generally speaking, the mea-
sure of what he will receive in return,
charity for charity, and severity for severity.

Vs. 3, 4. Why beholdest thouw the motef A
“mote” was any small thing, as chaff,
stubble, splinter, etc. It was an Oriental
symbol of a small fanlt. A beam was a log,
or spar of timber. A ‘‘beam in the eye”
was an exaggerated way of speaking of a
great fault. The fault-finder sees clearly
the outward defects in the lives of others,
but overlooks the graver fauits so deeply
rooted in his own nature. How wilt thou
cay? One so blind to his own faults is unfit
to correct the faults of others.

V. 5. Thou hypocrite ; *‘ acting as no one
should but he who has first reformed him-
gelf.” (Ps. 50: 16.)—Bruce. He must re-
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form his own life if he would see clearly to
reform an erring brother.

V. 6. That whick is holy unto the dogs. Jesus
condemns harsh judgment, but not loving
discrimination. We must know people. It
will not do to cast the holy things of the
Gospel, or the pearls of religious experience
end of tenderest sentiment before those who
have no more sympathy with such things
than unclean animals, such as dogs or swine.
Turn again and rend you ; implying that harm
and rot good may be done by a lack of wise
discrimination in seeking to help others.
We need tact in such effort,

II. Asking, 7-11.

Vs. 7, 8. Ask; for the gifts and graces that
check fault-finding, and that give us tact in
dealing with others, and for all the gifts and
blessings which God longs to bestow on men.
Seel: ; emphatic repetition of the same idea.
Knock; re-repetition, for greater emphasis.
Ask, seek, knock — our petition should
grow in intensity as we plead with God. In
v. 8 the promises are repeated foi cur en-
couragement. At what pains the ¢ Father
of spirits* is to draw us out in prayer.

Vs. 9,10. Or what manisthere? These verses
meet any doubt that might arise that God
does not answer prayer. It is an argument
by anelogy from the earthly to the heavenly
4 %)arent. Bread and}%ﬁ were the ordigary

e Lb Viﬁ’b L

Judge not that ye be not judged, v.1. We
are nbt to taxe it upon ourselves to condemn.
the motives of those whose hearts we cannot
read. In every judgment that we pass on
others, we should remember that we and
they are alike responsible to God (Rom. 14:
12). We ought to be willing to have the
same standard applied to ourselves which
we apply to others,

With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged, v. 2. This rule holds between man
and man, and aleo between man and God.
If we judge others harshly and uncharitably,
we cannot reasonably expect them to be
lenient and kindly in their judgment of us.
Harsh judgments, like the echo awakened

fare of an Eastern traveller (Matt. 15: 34.)

V. 11. Ifye then being evil; selfish, sinful,
more inclined to keep thun to give to others.
How much more shall your father 2 who is per-
fect love. Good things; both spiritual and
temporal, but particularly the former; the
Holy Spirit best of all (Luke 11 : 13).

III. Acting, 1214,

V. 12. Therzgfore. Looking back to the
teaching of v. 11, if not further, Al things
whatsoever.  The “ Golden Rule” is the
only principle that can bind mankind in one
great brotherhood. Love, the spirit of the
Golden Rule, is the spirit of the low and the
prophets.

Vs. 13, 14, Enter ye in. Jesus has been
telling them of the way of life. He now ex-
horts them to act as well as pray. Wide s
the gate. The ““wide gate” and the broad
way stand for self-licence and self-gratifica-
tion, where,unrestrained by divine command,
man scoffs at a narrow morality. It is a
popular way, the way of the many ; but it
leads fo destruction (Rom. 6: 23). The strait
{narrow) gate and narrow way exclude all
selfishness and sinful worldliness. The
traveller must pick his steps there (Matt.
26 : 41). Leadeth unio life ; real, present, per-
fect, endless, glorious, Few there be ; compara-
tively few. True believers are in the minor-

ity, but yet a great and glorious company.

APPLICATION

by the boy in the old fable, recoil upon
those who pass them. Those who live in
glass houses and throw stones need not be
surprised if some of their own windows are
broken by the missiles which they have
hurled at others. It is not only the judg-
ment of others regarding us that will cor-
respond to our judgments about them ; the
same i8 true of God’s judgment. Unless we
are ready to cast the mantle of charity,
over the faults of our neighbors, we shali
not have our sins blotted out by divine for-
giveness. (Ch. 6: 14, 15.)

Why beholdest thou the mote . . . but consider-
est not the beam, v. 3. How ridiculous it is
for a man to condemn the faults of his
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;m'ighbors, while he remains blind to his
own. It ig as if he looked at the faults of
others through a microscope and at his own
faults through the wrong end of a telescope.
We are apt to have two sets of weights and
measures, one for home and one for outside
use. We can easily see & hump on our
neighbor’s shoulders, but it is more difficult
to . one on our own. David was angry at
the 1nan who stole his neighbor’s ewe lamb
(2 San. 12) but did not see, till the prophet
opened his eyes, that he had been guilty of
a theft infinitely more mean and cruel. We
see the mote in our brother's eye without
cffort. 1t isnot until we ¢‘ consider,”” that
we discover the beam in our own eye. But
when we do consider, our own faults will
appear far bigger than those of others, For
in the case of others we know only the sur-
face act, in our own we know also the deeper
sinfulness of motive and thought.

How much more shall your Father which is in
heaven, v. 11.  In this comparison Jesus lays
emphasis, not only on God’s willingness but
on His wisdom. How much wiser is He
than even the wisest of earthly parents.
Our Heavenly Father will make no mistakes.
He 1.1l give us good, and only good, things.
Even though a child should be so foolish as
to ask for stones instead of 1. -, or for a
serpent instead of a fish, God wih not allow
him to have what will only injure him. In
the region of earthly good, where we arg so
make

e fsklGod to cover our sins. Then we
e ready to hide the faults of others
from our sight, v. 1.

We should practise severity in judging
our own faults and leniency in judging the
faults of others, v. 1.

If we are really anxious to correct the
faults of others, we shall be equally anxious
to correct our own, vs. 4, 3.

Some people “ will not hear-the word "
and must first be * won without the word,”
v. 6.

God makes our wishes the rule of His
dealings with us. We should make our

for us. Luke 11: 13 substitutes for ¢‘good
things,”” the ‘“ Holy Spirit,”” as if to teach
us that the Holy Spiiit is the sum of all
good things.

Strait is the gate, v. 14. In a chapel in
Florence there is a picture which represents
the idea of education held by the theologian
or churchman of the middle ages. On the
right side is a beautiful female figure, with
three children at herknee. She holdsin one
hand a little rod, and inthe other what
appears to be a golden apple, and she is
pointing to & very narrow door and telling
them that they will have to enterthere. The
picture means that the children will have 1o
go by that narrow way which we call educa-
tion. Itisa narrow door to go inatand a
narrow way to walk in. The child cannot
learn to read by studying anything else in
the world except the alpbabet. Itis only
by making the A B C the all-important
thing for the time that the child can make
any progress in the way of knowledge. That
principle runs all through life. You may
think it arbitrary and severe that you can-
not become educated without studying the
A B C. But you can make no advance
until, at the narrow entrance door, you
humble yourself and become as a little
child. The entrance into God’s Xingdom
is through the *‘strait gate’ of humility,
and the highway in it is the “ narrow”” way
of self-denial and sober, righteous, and gedly
living.

igtakes, He will chgpose
_,Vl,(, P B/AND PARAGRAPHS

wishes the rule of our dealings with others,
vs, 7T-12,

A way may be broad and pleasant, but the
question is, where does it lead to ? v. 13:

What matters it if the gate and the way
be narrow, if it ends in glory? The road to
Zermatt, where one is surrounded by the
unsurpassed grandeur of the mountains, is a
mere footpath.

Lather once told this fable: ¢ The lion
made a great feast and invited all the beasts,
and among the rest, asow. When all man-
ner of costly dishes were set before the
guests, the sow asked ¢ Hawve you any bran #?
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“Fven so” he said, ‘ we preachers
set forth the most dainty dishes—the for-
givencss of sing and the grace of God—but
they turn up their snouts and grunt for
guilders.”

A Gentile came to Shammai (the hasty and
passionate Rabbi) and said, ‘‘Make me a
proselyte by teaching me the whole Law
while I stand on one foot.” The Rabbi
drove him away with a cane. Whereupon
the Gentile went to Hillel (celebrated on ac-
count of his humility), repeating his request.
And Hillel complied with his wish saying:
“ What is hateful to thee, do not to thy fel-
low man.”” This is the whole law, all the
rest is its explanation.

“Not very long ago I was in the Lake
District and made the ascent of Helvellyn.
AsT went up Striding Edge, I could not help
thinking that it was a terrible journey to

make. Striding Edge is a long ridge of rock
by which you approach the summit of the
mountain. The pathway is so narrow that
you would suppose it almost impossible to
step along it and keep your footing. Thers
are many points where you cannot imagine
how you are to take the nextstep with safety,
and thereare certain places where you look
back and wonder by what miracle you de-

scended that portion of the precipice that is
just behind you. But if you keep your head
and go quietly along, it is no more difficult
than going upstairs or downstairs in your
own house, and of course, much more plea-
sant. It is a narrow rather than a difficult
way.” 8o with the way n which our Lord
commands us toenter. ¢ It isa path which
a man entering may think to be difficult, but
wiich & man working in declares to be the
best path he has known.”

TEACHING HINIS AND HELPS

ambridge Bible for Schools gives this
“analysis of the Sermon on the Mount :—
A. The Subjects of the Kingdom, 5 : 3-16.
1. Their clLaracter and privileges, vs. 3-12.
2. Their responsibility, vs. 13-16.
B. The Kingdom of Heaven in relation
1. To the Law, 5: 1748,
2. To Pharisaic rules, 6: 1-34,
C. Characteristics of the Kingdom.

Ch. 7: 1-37.

Under this last heading, the present lesson
comes,

The “‘ Lesson Plan’’ may be followed.

1. Judging, 1-6.

Make clear what ‘‘judging’’ means. Re-
ligion does not discount shrewdness, v. G.
Show (1) The peril of harsh judging ;. (2)
The absurdity of it, when we likely are so
much more in fault than those whom we
rashly condemn; (3) The baseness of it—
rank hypocrisy.

II Asking, 7-11.

Adirect command to pray, thrice repeated
and each time with a word that heightens
the urgency— ‘“ask,” “seek,” *‘knock.”
To each command there is attached a direct
promise. Then, to make more sure, in v. 8
the promises are reiterated and in vs. 9-11

they are fortified by a comparieon of earthly
parents with the Father in hea\ en.
III. Acting, 12-14.
1. The Golden Rule, v. 19 A rule of
Jairness, as well as the rule of love ; the only
rule that honest and honorable people can
follow, whether acting as individuals or as
nations.—* Do as you would be done by.”
2. The two ways, vs. 13, 14, ““Strait,”
not ‘“‘straight.”” A sad fact that it is the
‘“few” who find, but the provision is un—
limited {John 3: 16); and the mv

(Matt. 11 : 28).
Questions for Juniors—1, _Wermon
is this lesson a part? Wh nimand now

given? What does “judge.not’’ mean?
‘What rule here laid down?

3-6. Whatisa ““mote’’? Whata “‘beam”?
What does our Lord niean to teach us here ?
What isa hypocrite? What is forbidden in
verse 62 Towhat does ““ holy ™ refer? (Lev.
11; Deut. 14.) How did the Jews regard
dogs ?

7-11. Of what kingdom has Jesus been
speaking? Who shall enter this kingdom ?
(John 3: 3; Rom. 14:17.) What three
commands given? What the result of obey-
ing them? How are pm\ crsanswered ? (Isa.
6b: 24; Luke 18:7;2 Cor. 12: 8, 9.) Why
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is the promise repeated? Which is the best
of the good things promised ? (Luke 11: 13.)

12-14. Whatis the Golden Rule ? How are
we toapply it in every-day life? What does
‘‘gtrait’”’ mean? What does it represent?
To what do the *‘strait gate”” and *‘ narrow
way’ lead?

For Sentors—1. 2,  Why such care requir-
ed in judging? Give a Scripture example of
Christ’s rule. (Esther 7.)

3-8. What ig generally the chief fault of a
fault-finder? (Matt. 23:5; 2Tim. 3: 5; 2
Cor. 5: 12.) To whom only should we be
careful in.giving our deepest confidences?

7-11, How may we gain admittance to
Christ’s Kingdom ? 'Whatdo *“ ask,’’ “seek’
and ‘“‘knock” imply? Which one indicates
the spoken words of prayer? Which, the act-
ed prayers? Which, opportunity? What is
included in seeking? (Ps. 105:4; Luke 2:
15, 16.) How should we seek? (Dan. 9: 3;
Iga, 55: 6; Heb, 11: 6,) What does seeking
insure? (Deut. 4: 29; Ps. 9: 10; Ps. 34:10.)

What is the yfe of God’s promises? (Ps.

: b’)\) *  FOR TEACHERS OF
W nection—'‘ A little boy once said:
“Hpw hard it is to do right! I’ve tried and

triéd, and there’s no use trying any longer.”’

But one day, after hearing his mother
reading the Bible, he said: ¢ Why, I've
been trying to change myself all the time,

and the Bible says that only God can make

105:42; 2Pet. 1:4; 2 Cor. 1: 20.) With
what is God’s love for us compared? What
figures used? What is often mingled with
our love? How is it with God’s-love?

12-14. What should be our rule for daily
living? How is spiritual life maintained?
(Gal. 2:20; Matt. 4: 4.) Why few in the
narrow way 7 R

Bible Side Lights—Asgr—1 Kings 3: 5-14;
John 14: 138, 147 15:7; Juas. 1:5, 6; 1 Jobn
3:22; Eph. 3: 20, 21,

A Faruer’'s Love—Ps. 103: 13; Mal. 3
17; Gen. 36: 34, 35; 42: 36-38; 2 Sam. 18:
33; 12: 16,18 ; 18: 33.

Your FATHER IN Heaven—Matt, 5: 45,
48 ,3_? 8,32; 18:14; 2Cor. 6: 17, 18; John
6:37.

THE Rovar Law—Ver. 12; Luke 6: 31-34;
Jas. 2: 8; Lev. 19: 18; Rom. 13: 8-10; Gal.
5:14;6: 2.

Tae Way—John 14: 6; Heb. 9: 8; John
10: 1; Eph. 2: 18; 1 Pet. 3: 17, 18.

Topics for Brisf Papers.

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The rules for judging our fellowmen.

2. ““Do as you would be done by.”

3. The encouragements to prayer.

THE LITTLE ONES

my heart pure. I can no more change my
heart than a black man can make himself
white. How foolish I have been not to ask
God’! Recall the “B's” of last lesson and
the “‘clean heart’ prayer.
The Golden Rule.—Show a- wooden rule
covered with gilt-paper, with the inch
spaces marked off and the
“‘Golden Rule,’” Matt. 7:12,

written on it. Talk about
the uses of a rule—to keep
lines straight, to measure.
God has given us a rule
which, if we are guided by
it, will keep our conduct to-
wards one another straight
and true, and we'll know
the proper measure of love
and kindness to give to one

"'I"‘{"‘r"l""'"I"'I"' -‘r]—:‘x

another. Have the children

TTT

wld
DO uti'odo‘hws

Wy s\‘\l&\d‘y x’oo-’(o ou .

repeat the Golden Rule till
it is memorized.

The King's ILaws—Jesus
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continues His sermon on the Mount.
Verses 1 and 2 command us to foliow
the Golden Rule. We are to have kindly
feelings about everybody and not find fault
with other people. Jesus wants us to
look at ourselves and get rid of our own
faults, instead of getting angry at other
people’s faults. ’
Qtustration—Fred McKay ran into the house
all covered with mud, crying and looking
very cross, ‘“Mother,’ he sobbed, ¢ Charlie
Brown knocked me dow:n in the mud and
said he would not play with me any more.”
*Why, Fred, whatever did you do to him
that he should do such a naughty thing to
you??’ “I knocked him down, mother,”
said the little culprit, hanging his head.
“ Well, my dear boy," said hismother, ‘¢ you
cannot expect to have kind playfellows
unless you are a kind playfellow yourself.”

The King’s Promises—If we want anything
from our Xing, He wishes usto ask forit. He

will give it, if it is for our good. The door
ot God’s Kingdon will be opened, if we knock.
Jesus says, “Iam the door.” We knock at
the door by prayer. Each little boy and girl
must knock, and ask God to take them into
His Kingdom, for Jesus Christ’s sake.

The Tiwo Ways.—Draw a “ Broad Way,”
and a ‘‘ Narrow Way,” with an arched gate-
way at the end of each. On the broad
arch print “Destruction.”” On the narrow
arch, ¢ The Xingdom of Heaven.” What
kind of people walk on each of these ways?
On the Broad Way ¢‘wicked ones,’”” “ dis-
obedient to God’s laws,” ¢fault-finders,”
“gelfish ones,’” etc. On the Narrow Way
“ Those who love God,” ¢ Obedient to the
King's laws,” “kind,” ¢ forgiving,”’ ‘‘un-
selfish,’”” etc. The ways lead to *‘ Destruc-
tion” orto “Heaven.”” TheLeaderis ¢‘Satan”
or “Jesus.”” Thenarrow way issafe. Jesus
goes before us as a light.

Practical Thought—Which way will yougo?

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Four Simple Rules.

Junce Not

Asx

Do as You Wourp Be DoNE By

ENTER IN AT THE STRAIT GATE

=

On a clean blackboard write—‘¢ Four Simple Rules.” Explain the word *‘ rule.”” It
comes from the Latin through the ¥French. The Latint word is régula, a straight piece of -
wood, and the root of this, again, is rego.to keep straight, to govern. Now for the ¢ four
rules 7’ of the lesson. ‘‘Judge Not” ; this opens the way to urging to sweetness and
charitableness in what we think and say of others. Make specially impressive that it is
what we think rather than what we say that counts. * Ask’ ; with its companion words
‘‘seek,” and “knock,” the great charter of prayer. Remind the scholars that out of
sight, but nevertheless, very near when we pray, is the Heavenly Father, eager to give
and always giving wisely. Then the familiar ¢ Golden Rule”’ Emphasize the fairness,
the manliness of it. Close with the vital importance of entering, even if the way be
narrow, the Kingdom of Heaven, and of ever following in the way that leads to life.
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Lesson IIT.

THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS RAISED

April 15, 1900

Mark b: 2224 ; 35-43. Commit to memory vs, 39-42. Read Mark §: 2531,

22 And, ! behold, there cometh one of the rulers of
the s_\'nufzo e, Jai'rus by name; and 2when he saw
him, he fcll at his feet,

23 And sbesought him greatly, saving, My little
daughter 4lieth at the point of death: I pray thee,
come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be
s healed ; and she shall live.

24 And 6Je¢ sng went with him; and Tmuch people
followed him, and thronged him,

35 While he yet spake, 8there came from the ruler
of the synaézogue’s house 9certain which_gaid, Thy
?&r“’t htg’r is dead : why troublest thou the Muster any

urther

36 10 As soon as Je'sus heard the word that was
spoken, he snith unto the ruler of the synagogue, i Be
not afraid, only believe.

37 And he suffered no man to 12follow him, save
Pe'ter, and James, and John the brother of James.

38 And 13 he cometh to the house of the ruler of tho

synagogue, and lseeth the tumult, and them that
\\‘(-Bt‘. and wailed greatly.

30 Aud when he was 15 come in, hesaith unto them.
Why uke ye 16this ado, and weep? the 17damsel is
not dead, but sleepeth.

40 And they Jaughed himm to scorn. But when he
had putthem all 18out, he taketh the father19and the
mother of the -lamsel, and themn that were with him,
and 20entereth in where the damsel was lying.

41 And 2 he took the damsel b¥ the hand, and said
unto her, Tal'itha cu'mi ; whichis, being interpreted,
Damsel, isuy unto thee, arise.

42 And straightway the damsel22arose.and walked :
for she 23 was of the age of twelve vears, And they
21 were astonished with a great 25 astonishment,

48 And he charged them 20straitly that no man
should know 27it; and commanded that something
should be given her to eat.

Revised Version—! 0mif behold : 28eeing him, he falleth : 3Bescecheth him much; 41s: 6 Made whale
and live; 6 He: 7A great multitude ;ps'l‘hey come ; 9 Saying ; 10 But Jesuz nat heeding the word spoken saith;

11 Fearnot: 12 Follow with him; 13

hey come: !4 e beholdeth a tumult and many weeping and wailing

greatly; 15 Entered; 164 tumult; 17Child: 18Forth; 120f the child and her mother ; 20 Goeth in where the

child 'was : 22Taken the child......he saith; 22Rose

25 Amazement; 26 Much; 21 This,

GOLDEN TEXT TIME
5 Bg enota.ﬁ'a!d. only believe, Mark
DAILY READINGS
M—Mark §: 2224, 3543, The | prace

daughter of Jairus raised.
T.—Mark 5: 25-34, Timid faith,
W.—Luke 7: 11-17. The widow's

son.

Th.—Mark 6: 1-6. Hindrance of
unbelief.

F.~John 11: 19-27. The Resurrec-
tion and the Life.

8.~John 11: 3245. The Life-giv-
Word

8-—1 J’(}lm §: 915 Salvation by

Ca
Matthew's house

CATECHISM

bring mankind?

Connecting Links—After preaching the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus returned to
Capernaum (Matt. 8: 5), and shortly after
made a second circuit through Galilee (Luke
8: 1). He then went across the lake to
Gadara (Mark 5: 1), and upon His return
attended a reception given by Levi, where
Jairus came with his request (Matt. 9: v,
10, 18). The lesson is out of its proper order,
having been chosen as an Eastern Lesson.

_ I. A Dying Child, 22-24.

V. 22. Behold there cometh. Mark seems to
imply that Jairus met Jesus on the sea shore
immediately upon His rcturn from Gadara
(v. 21) ; but Matthew says it was later, at
Levi’s reception (9 : 18). One of the rulers
of the synagogue. The synagogue was a place
of worship, a church. It was also a court of

aw, a public and a divinity school. Its af-

Later in the yvear A.D. 28, the
second year of our Lord’s ministry.

ernaum, first at the feast at

then at Jairas’ house,

Q. 17. Into what cstate did the fall

A. The fall brought mankind in-
to an estate of sin and misery.

EXPOSITION

up; 23Was twelve years; 24 Amazed straightway ;

LESSON PLAN
I. A Dying Child, 22-24.
And her father’s grief and faith.
II. The Child Dead, 85, S6.
(Matt.9: 18), and And Jesus® word of cheer.
I1I: The Child Alive, 37-43,

And the astonishment of those
that stood by.

LESSON HYMNS
595 103 (Ps. Sel.): 7131775 176.

fairs were ‘‘administered by ten men, of
whom t} ree, called ¢ rulers of the synagogue,’
acted as judges, admitted proselytes and
performed other important functions.”
(Camb. Bible.) When he saw him; having
pushed his way through the crowd. Fell at
his feet; an act of reverence. In Oriental
fashion he would fall upon his knees and
touch his forehecad to the ground.

Vs. 23, 24. Besought him greaily ; showing
his deep anxiety. My little daughter. *“One
only daughter, about twelve years of age.”’
(Luke 8 : 42.) Lay thine hands on her. So
Jesus had healed Simon Peter's wife's
mother. (Mk. 1: 81.) Jesus went with him;
and His disciples also (Matt. 9: 19). Much
people followed him ; to see what would be done.
Thronged him; pressed upon Him in their
eager curiosity, and one poor, trembling,
trusting woman was healed of her digease.




1900)

The Daughter of Jairus Raised

. 139

II. The Child Dead, 35, 36.

V. 35. While he yet spake; to the woman
who received healing as they went (vs. 25-
30, Why troublest thow the Master # The
case, in their view, was now utterly hope-
less. The child was dead. What more could
be done? That He could raise the dead had
not crossed their minds.

V. 36. Assoon as Jesus heard (overheard).
The Rev, Ver. reads, ¢ But Jesus, not heed-
ing the word spoken.” The verb used may
have both meanings. The messenger ad-
dressed Jairus, but Jesus ‘‘overhearing,”
but *“not heeding’’ the word spoken, secks
to comfort Jairus and strengthen his faith.
Be not afraid; asto the result.  Only beliere.
There was no limit to Christ’s power, if only
the raler’s faith will not fail. (Matt. 13 : 58.)

IXI. The Child Alive, 37-43.

V. 87. Suffered no man to follow ; through
the gateway into the house. Save Peler, etc.
Witnesses of the event were required and
these three were chosen because of their
sympathetic spiritual insight. It was not
the only occasion of special choice of these
three. See Luke 9: 28 and Matt. 26: 37.

Vs. 38, 39. He cometh to the house ; through
the gateway into the open court, Houses of
the better sort were built around a large
open square or court.  The tumult; the weep-
ing and wailing of the neighbors, relatives
and hired mourners. Matthew mentions
“minstrels” (9: 23). Mourners were paid

for their services. *¢‘ Even the poorest were
obl'dtop 0 .- ora funeral, two flute play-

e cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue,
by name, v. 22. In the case of this
man we see how a sense of personal need
drives men to Christ. Jairus, as ruler of
the synagogue, must often have heard Jesus
speak to the congregation with his own
consent and by his own invitation. It must
have come to his ears, how Jesus had healed
the son of a court-official (John 4 : 46) and
the servant of a centurion (Matt. 8: 5)
in the immediate neighborhood. For our
Lord had not commanded secrecy in con-
nection with these miracles, and secrecy

crsand one wailing woman.” (Camb. Bible.)

Whky make ye this alo?  Such artificial
mourning was a mockery, and Jesus rebukes
it. The damsel isnot dead. In His presence
death was no longer death, but a slecp, and
Jesus would awake her. (John 11: 11.)

V. 40. Theyluughed. Their dull ears thought
that ITe denied the fact of her death. P
them all out. The verh means to eject by
force, The hired mourners, fearing for their
pay, would perhaps, as Van Doren thinks,
insist upon remaining.  But the authority of
Christ’s word and presence awed them into
submission. He ejected them perhaps to
avoid too great publicity (1 : 43), or because
their noisy presence wasnot in keeping with
the calin of that lioly scene.  The mother;
mentioned here only, evidently of like faith
with the father. Them that were with him;
Peter, James and John. Seeon v. 87.

Vs. 41, 42. Talitha Cumi; the language
of the common people, Aramaic (Syriac).
Straightway. The act was immediate and
complete.  With agreal astonishment ; and no
wonder—the dead made alive ! )

V. 43. That no man should know ity be-
cause popular enthusiasm would interfere
with his work (1 : 45), by arousing the op-
position of the Pharisees (2: 7, 16).’

Commanded. How wonderfully calm and
self-controlled ! ‘‘He acts like a p. ,sician
who has just felt the pulse of his patient
and gives instructions respecting his diet for
the day.” (Godet.)

APPLICATION

would have been impossible. Indeed Jarius
may have been among those elders of the
Jews who interceded for the centurion. But
it was not until he saw death about to lay
his cold hand on one of his own family that
on his own account he came as a suppliant
to Jesus. How he would bless God all his
days for that dreadful hour of anguish and
suspense which drove him to his Saviour and
Lord ! 4

My little davghter lieth at the point of death....
And Jesus went with him, vs. 23, 24. This is
one of the miracles of Jesus in which a

e ——
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regard for the affections of the Tamily seems
to have been the impelling motive. Others
are the healing of the Syro-Phoenician’s
duughter (Matt. 13), the raising of the
widow’s son at the gate of Nain (Luke 7),
and the bringing of Lazarus from the dead
to keep unbroken the family “circle at
In the parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15) we see how deeply
He sympathized with thosestrong and close
affections which bind together the members
of the same family. His own home had
been a sanctuary hallowed by the justice
and honor of Joseph and theswees trust and
grace of Mary. e ever rejoices in the pure
and glad love of the family circle.

Thy daughter is deud, v. 35. In his book,
By Canoe and Dog Train, Rev. Egerton
Young records that he visited a band of
pagan Indians, about sixty miles from
Beaveshake. He found them in a kind of
lethargy, and notLing that he or the Chris-
tian Indian who went with him, could say
had any effect upon them. They sat shroud-
ed in their blankets, smoking in sullen in-
difference, upright and motionless as mum-
mies. ‘‘Tired out in body and sad at heart,
I threw myself upon the help of God and
breathed a prayer for guidance in this hour
of sore perplexity. God heard me and
springing up I shouted, ‘I know where all
your children are, all your dead children.’
At the word the Indians uncovered their
faces and manifested intense interest. Then
a big, stalwart man sprang up and rushed
towards me. Missionary, my heart is
enmpty, and I mourn much, for none of my
children are Jeft among the living. Very lone-
ly is my wigwam. Ilong to see them and
to clasp them in my arms.” He sank at my
feet in tears, and was quickly joined by
others.”

Parents may read these words, who miss
out of their homesthe light of sweet childish
faces, the patter of little feet and the prattle
ofinfant voices. Be sure of this, that the
same Saviour who took the daughter of
Jairus by the band and raised her up will
bring at last all the little ones from their
slecp beneath the green sod.

And is it not worth some effort to send
this message to heuthen homes to comfort
hearts that are human, however dark they
may be?

Why troublest thow the Master any further #
v. 35. “There were more manners than
faith in the phrase. .Infidelity is all for easc
and thinksevery good work tedious.” (Iall.)
Bat the love of Jesus never allowed Him to
grow weary of healing sick bodies or com-
forting sad bearts, or cleansing impure
souls ; and Jairus was now to have experi-
ence of that love.

Them thatwailed, v. 38. “Therearein every
city and community women exceedingly
skilful in this business. They are always
sent for and kept in readiness. When a
fresh group of sympathizers comes in these
women ‘make haste’ to keep up & wailing
that the newly come may the more easily
unite their tears with the mourners,”
(Thomson, Land and Book.) How different
from the professional grief of these hired
mourners was the real heartfelt sympathy of
Jesus with the bhereaved parents !

They laughed Him to scorn, v. 40. Like
many in our own day, these people mocked
at the declaration that death for those who
are Christ’s is only a sleep. But even their
scorn has been used for a higher purpose
than they dreamed of. For it proves two
things ; first, that in the belief of those in
the house, the maiden was really dead,
and secondly, that the people of the time,
and among them the gospel writers, did not
expect the Messiah to raise the dead. , Such
facts as these go far to make it certain that
the miracle of raising the dead actually
occurred.

Talitha Cumi—Damsel, I say wunio thee,
arise, v. 43. We have here an example of
the vividness of Mark’s story. He gives us
the very Aramaic words which Jesusuttered.
There is also in this verse an indication of
the fact that this Gospel was written especi-
ally for Gentiles. If Mark had been writing
for Jews, he would not have translated for
them the words of their own tongue. Tali-
tha was a word used among the people asa

term of endearment for a little girl. Trans-
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lated into the Scotch the words of Jesus
would be: ¢ My wee lassie, get up.’’ The
tenderness of Jesus appears in every step of
the narrative. He turned out the noisy
crowd so that the child, when she awoke,
would not be frightened by the & und of the
il by the han « call-

ig/when we feel our need 2' d our help-
lessness that we are ready to come and fall
at the feet of Jesus. vs. 22, 23.

Jesus was ready to go with the father who
cried to Him for help and He is just asready
to hear and help us. v. 2£,

There is no service that is troublesome to
a loving heart, vs. 35, 36.

“Fear not’ isa favorite word with Jesus
and the secret of not fearing is ¢ Only be-
lieve.”” v. 36. -

Those who live closest to Jesus will see
most of His wonderful works. v. 87,

Death is only a sleep (v. 36), and for those
who believe in Jesus there will be a joyful
awaking. (Dan.12: 2))

The hand that took the hand of this
maiden and raised her up will at last open
every little grave. v. 41.

The surprise of the eyewitnesses testifies
to the reality of the miracle. v. 42.

The faith of Jairus does not seem to have
been as strong as that of the centurion whose
servant Jesus had healed in the same city.
The ruler of the synagogue thought that
Jesug must.come and lay His hands on his
daughter. The centurion said: ‘ Speak the
word only, and my servant shall be healed >’
(Matt. 8: 8). Bub Jesus honors faith, how-
ever weak, and makesit stronger. In build-
ing the first Suspension Bridge over the
chasm of Niagara, they first shot an arrow
. across, to which was attached a silken
" thread. To the silk thread was fastened a
piece of twine, to the twine a cord, to the
cord a rope, to the rope a cable, and so tbe
abyss was bridged. Our faith may be as
weak and brittle as the silken thread, but if
it brings us into contact with the Saviour, it
becomes the means by which all needful

ed her by the very name which her mother
used in waking her every morning. He re-
membered, asone has said, “How sweet to her
fresh young appetite,after the long abstinence
of illness, would be sometlung to eat. Even
the child’s mother was not so motherly as
Jesus.”

Ul A 8 AND PARAGRAPHS

blessings miay flow from Him into our lives.

A gentleman once saw a little girl carrying
a younger brother who was so heavy that she
staggered under the burden of his weight.
He said to her kindly: “You have aheavy
load.” Quite indignantly she replied, ‘ He
is not heavy, he is my brother.”” Love
makes every burden light, and every task
easy.

¢ Be not afraid.”” Thisis one of the many
instances in which Jesus calmed human
fears by His gracious words. When Peter
and James and John saw their Master}s
glory on the Mount of Transfiguration,
“they fell on their faces and were soreafraid.
And Jesus came and touched them, saying,
Arise, and be not afraid "’ (Matt. 17 : 7). To
the women who held Him by the feet, after
He had risen, He said ‘““Be not afraid®’
(Matt. 28 : 10). And, as if to teach us that
His ascension made no change in His loving
compassion, He ‘‘laid his right hand”’
upon John who had fallen at His feet as
dead and said to him: ‘‘Fear not.” (Rev.
1:17.) “Yes, the Son of man, with eyes
like fire, and a voice like the sound of many
waters, and His tace like the sun shining in
his strength, is the very same at heart—as
tender, as gentle, as compassionate—as in
the old days when, with eyes like ours, and
a voice like ours, and a face like ours, He
went in and out among the people, and ate
with publicans and sinnersand poured out
His soul unto death upon the cruel cross.”

“QOnly believe.” This is the secret of be-
ing free from fear. Isaiah wrote: * Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in
thee.” (26: 3.) Aud among the parting -
words of Jesus to His disciples were these:
“Let not your heart be troubled. Ye be.
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lieve in God, believe also in me.” {John
14: 1.) The assurance that the love of God
in Christ is the first and greatest force in the
universe, is an unfailing protection against
fear.

In the New Testament, death is spoken of
in three different senses. There is first,
physical or temporal death, which is simply
separation from this present outward world.
There 1s, next, spiritual death, which is separ-
ation from the light of God’s love. (Rom 8:
6; Eph. 2: 1) ZLastly. there is death to
sin, the exact converse of spiritual death,
separation from the devil and his works,
through the life that is in Christ Jesus.
Rom. 11: 6, 7.)

“When Paul is speaking concerning
Cbrist, he employs the word death; but

when he is speaking of our decease, he calls|a

\Vh/v does he use the term death

1e International Scheme gives a choice
or this Sabbath between 2 lesson on our
?xd‘s Resurrection and the raising of
airus’ danghter. We have taken the latter
as nearer to the line of studies now being
pursued. The two are very closely linked.
It was because Jesus was divine that He was
able to riise the dead. And it was because
He was God that Himself broke the bonds
of death which bound Him, and triumphed
over the grave.

What shall be the central thought in the
study of thisLesson? Jairug’ faith, as the
Golden Text suggests, would form an excel-
lent topic; or the little girl, dying, dead.
alive again, may be taken as the guiding
mark. Children love to hear about chil-
dren.

I. The child at the point of death. The only
daughter, twelve years old ! Imagine how
the hearts of the father and the mother
would b2 torn. It is no time for pride.
Can Jesus help? That is the one question.
“He has healed others,” the mother says.
“I will go and ask Him to heal our girl,”
the father replies. And he goes in decpest
humility, and with most urgent entreaty,
and with the faith born of a sense of need.

in reference to Christ, but in reference to us
the term sleep ? for it was not casually or
negligently that he employed this expres-
sion, but he had a wise and great purpose
in so doing. In speaking of Christ he said
death, so as to confirm the fact that Christ
had actually suffered death; in speaking
of us he said sleep in order to impart con-
sotation ; for where a resurrection had
already taken place he mentions death with
plainness ; but where the resurrection is
still 2 matter of hope he says sleep, ‘consol-
ing us by this very expression, and cherish-
ing our previous hopes, for he who is only
asleep will surely awake, and death is no
more than a long sleep.” —Chrysostom.

Faith is a plan¢ that can grow in the shade
—a grace that can find the way to heaven in
dark night. It can walk in darkness, and
yeb trust in the name of the Lord.

TEACHING EINTS AND HELPS

II.  The child dead. What a shock to the
father's faith and hope is the news! How
promptly and tenderly Jesus reassures him,
“Be not afraid, only believe,”” and how
quietly He goes to his help! Truly he is a
present help in trouble.

III. The child alive again. How calm Jesus
is! He chooses His witnesses, so that no one
can say there is any fraud. He thrusts out
the coarse and unsympathetic ‘¢ mourners.”
He takes the girl by the hand. He calls
her with the familiar call of her mother.
And lo! she is alive and already hungry.
Then, lest Heshould gain too much publi-
city and so bring on Himself and His
missionr greater hate from the Pharisees, He
directs silence to be observed.

Learn (1) That trouble may be a blessing
in disguise ; (2) That Jesus is very pitiful ;
{3) That it is faith that pre\axls ; and (
That Christ i is the ﬁ:

Questions for
Jesus? Who came to Hlm" "{ow dxd e
act? How earnest was the ruler? How old
was his child? (Luke 8; 42.) What was his
request? Did Jesus comply with it? Who
also went ?
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35, 36. To whom had Christ been speak-
ing ? What wonderful things had happened?
(vs. 25-34.) What message now brought?
Had the messengers faith? What did Christ
say to the ruler?

87, 38. Who went in with Jesus? On
what other occasions also? (Luke 9: 9S;
Matt. 26: 37.) What custom referred to in
v, 387

39, 40. To what does Jesus compare death ?
(See also John 11:11; Acts 7 :60 ; 1 Thess.
4: 13.) To what does the death of the right-
cous lead? (Rev. 14: 13; 2 Cor. 5: 8; 2

Tim. 4: 8.) What does the crowd do? 1

What does Jesus do?

41-43. What did Jesus then do? And say?
What followed? How did it affect the on-
lookers? What command did Jesus give?
Why? Of what is Christ’s own resurrection
a proof? (Rom. 1: 4.)

For Seniors—22-24. Who came to the
house of feasting? What was his errand?
What_was shown by the ruler’s request ?

35, 36. Relate the incident which caused
the delay. Is any case beyond tke help of
Jesus? Wherein the comfort ?

36, 37. How did Christ show Hissympathy
with the ruler?

TEACHERS OF
The go]den rule wnused last
Sunday will/recall the lesson.
“ We're children of one Father,
The great God, who reigns above.

37, 38. Whom did Christ allow to accom-
pany Him? Why? Why, to-day, some
received? Some rejected? What clamor at
Oriental funerals? (Jer. 9: 17, 1S; Amps 5:
16.)"

34, 40. Wherein is death like sleep?
Wherein different ?

41-43. What was the effect of the miracle?
Gver what did Christ show His power?

Bible Sz‘dc Lights—THE SYNAGOGUE—L(II\M}
4:16; 7: 4, 5; John 9: 22; Acts 13: 14,
18: 4.

Lay Ty Hanos on Her—Matt. S: 3, 14,
5;9:29; Mark 7: 32-35; Luke 7: 14, 15.

Fear Nor—Gen. 15: 1; 46: 2, 3; Ex. 13:
13, 14; Isa. 41: 10; Deut. 10: 10-12; Luke
12: 32.

WEEPING AND WaIiLing—Gen. 50:
1sa. 15: 3; John 11: 31 ; Acts 9: 39.

TARING THE DAMSEL BY THE Haxp—Mark
1:31; 8: 22-25; 9: 25-27.

10;

Topics for Brief Papers.
{To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. Jesus and the children in the Gospels.
2. How need drives to Christ.
3. ‘“The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.”

THE LITTLE ONES

Shall we quarrel? No, much rather
Would we dwell like Him in love.”
Recall the* Two Ways,”” the kind of
people who walk in each, and the pre-
cious promises. Make sure
that the little ones do not

=

\‘t*

confuse ‘‘strait ’ with
‘‘straight.” Many a child

has worried away for years
to try to make out what
sort of gate a stralght”

K\n% J( SUS gate could be.
The Lesson—Jesus, com-
\“Ls va{y\ ing down from the moun-
tain, entered into a little
)(c w R ship and crossed the sea of

Galilee to His own city,
Capernaum.

If possible, show a copy of
the picture, “The Raising

of Jairus’ Daughter.”” Who
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was Jairus? Describe the scene in Jairus’
house. The room is darkened. On a white
bed lies a young girl, his only daughter,
twelve yearsold. Hereyesare closed, Her
face is white and thin. The family are
anxiously watching her. She gets weaker
and weaker. She is dying. Picture Jairns
hurrying to Jesus, falling on his knees, say-
Tell the rest of the story
(verses 35-43).

Jesus the Life-Giver—Picture the scene in
the house of mourning, the professional
mourners with instruments of musie, wailing
and singing.

How often our Christisn fathers and
mothers ask Jesug to come to theirchildren !
Jesus is st as kind now as He was to Jairus.
Jesus does not now raise dead bodies to life
here. He gives us new life in our hearts
and everlasting life in heaven. We need not
fear death. Jesus says—Golden Text.

Easter Lesson—Teachers may wish to make
this an Easter Lesson. If so, all are familiar
with the many waysof teaching the resurrec-
tion thought by means of an object lesson,—
the lily springing from the earth-encrusted

bulb (a little clump of wild flowers isa beaut-
iful illustration); a grub in its narrow cell (co-
coon), awditing God’s time to come forth in-
to a perfected life of beauty and joy; the
egg, an Easter symbol, apparently lifeless,
made to live by God’s power and to become
the beautiful, little downy chicken. Impress
the thought that God can bring life out of
apparently lifeless things. Our lifelss
bodies are put into the grave, but, at God’s
appointed timne, He gives us new life, ever-
lasting life, in Heaven. Tell the Easter story
(Matt. 28: 1-15).

Practical Thought—-We have arisen Saviour,
Who is still the life-giver.

The Lord is risen, our Christ !
He looks onus to-day ;

He knows the thoughts we think,
He hears the words we say.

He has a home in heaven
For all His children dear;

He gives us life forever,
When life is ended here.

Hymn 550, Book of Praise; sing verses ¢
and 7 and chorus.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Death .
"T'HE LLORD OR LIRE

the only daughter, ““at the point of death.”

‘ter is dead.” What terrible havoc Death works!
* judgment in speaking on this sad theme. The hearts of children should not be barrowed

The.incident, at the beginning, is almost as dark as dark can be—the little mnaid,

There is utter darkness later—** Thy daugh-
Superintendents will exercise

by unnecessary details, but, unless we .are to be wiser than these Scriptures, which are
intended for our children to read, we shall not hold back from them the great fact that
death comes to all. Teach, too, that it is sin that gives death its horror. But keep your
strength for the greater fact that death has been conquered. Dwell on this example, and
carry the scholars on to the splendid triurph of the LORD OF LIFE on the morning of
‘“the third day.” Show how it ensures to all His followers eternal life and glory. Have

the school repeat and re-repeat, John 11 : 25,

26.
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Lesson IV,

THE CENTURION'S SERVANT BEALED

April 22, 1900

Luke 7: 1-10, Commit to memory vs. 9, 10. Read Matt. 9: 27-34; Mark: 2: 23to 3: 19; John 5.

1 Now when he had ended all his sayingsin the
2aundience of the people, he entered into Caper naum.

2 And a certain_centurlon’s servant, who was dear
unto him, was sick, and 3 ready to die.

3 And when he heard 4of Je'sus, he sent unto him
sthe elders of the Jews, 6beseeching him that he
would come and ?heal his servant.

4 And when they caine to Je'sus, 7they besought him
sinstantly, saying, That he 9 was worthy for whom
he should de this: . R

5 For he Ir.roth our nation, and 1¢he hath built us
0 SyNBZOZU=-

6 ThenJ: .u3 went with them. And when he was
now not fa. ftom the house, the centurion sent friends
to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself :

for T am not worthy that thou shouldest 1 enter
under my roof :

7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to
come unto thee: but say 12in o word, and my servant
shall be healed. X

8 For I alspo am a man set under authority, having
under me soldiers, and I say 13unto one, Go, and he
goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and
to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

9 When Je'sus heard these things, he marvelled at
him, and turned ) him about, and said uuto the s
?eople that followed him, I say unto you, I have not

ound so great faith, no, net in Is'rael.

10 And they that were sent, returning to the house,
found the servant whole 16 that had been sick.

Revised Version—! After; 2 Ears; 3 Atthe pointof death; ¢+ Concerning : 5 Omi the; 6 Asking; 7Save
s Earnestly ; 2 I8 worthy that thou shouldest do this for him; 10 Himself built us our synagogue; ! Come;
12The word ; 13To thisone ; 14 Omit him about; 13 Multitude; 16 Omit that had been sick.

GOLDEN TEXT
Like as a father pitieth hischild-

TIME

ren, 8o the Xord pitieth them that
fear Him., Ps.108:13. PLACE
Capernaum, a
DATILY READINGS

was preached.

M.—Luke7: 1-10. The centurion’s

About middle of second year of
Christ's ministry. A.D. 28.

where the Sermon on the Mount

Wherein consists the sin-
that estale whereinlo man

LESSONPLAN
I. AXoving Master, 1-3.

A soldier, but with a tender heart
even forhis slave.

few miles from
1. A Good Neighbor, 4, 5.

Although nota Jew, he had built
the Jews a synagogue.

servant healed. CATECHISM
T.—Luke 4:33-44. The Willing Q. 18

Helper. Julness of
W.—John 4: 46-54. Nobleman's | fell?

son healed.
Th.—Mark 9: 17-27. Possibilities

of faith.
F.—Matft.'sz 21-31.  According to

A. The sinfulness of that estate
whereinto man fell, consists in the
guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want
of original righteousness, and the

II. A Man of Faith, 6-10.

He covuted that sickness would
obey Jesus’ word, even as his own
soldiers obeyed his.

aith. corruption o
S.—John 20: 2431. Life through
believin,

eving.
S.—-Matt. 8: 513 Matthew's nar-

on,and pro-
bably the next five, should have preceded
the last one.” The best harmonists follow
Luke’s order and place this miracle im-
mediately after the preaching of the Sermon
on the Mount, in the midsummer of A. D.
28, several months before the raising of the
daughter of Jairus.

1. A Loving Master, 1-3.

V. 1. His sayings; the Sermon on the
Mount. (See preceding chapter and Matt.
S5to 7.) In the audience of the people ; in the
hearing of the people upon the mountain
side (6 : 12-17). Inio Capernaum. His tem-
porary home after Hisrejection at Nazareth
(Matt. 4 : 13).

V. 2. A certain centurion’s servant. A cen-
turion, asthe name implies, was the com-
mander of & hundred men, a minor division
of the Roman army. This centurion wasa
Gentile, probably in the service of Herod

his whole nature,
whichis commonly called Origin-
al Sin; together with all actual
transgressions which proceed from

LESSON EYMNS
383105 (Ps. Sel.) s 51t ; 404 ; 207,

OSITION

Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee (3: 1),
Servant ; a slave. Dear unto him. He wasa
humane master. Atatime when the slave
was looked upon as a mere chattel, he treat-
ed his slave with affection. Was sick. Suf-
fering griveously from palsy (Matt. 8 : 6).
The ancients included several diseases that
affected the muscles under the term palsy.
IT. A Good Neighbor, 4, 5.

V.3. When heleard of Jesus. Jesus had
wrought several miracles in Capernaum, re-
ports of which would be carried to him by
others. (SeeJohn 4 :46-52 ; Mark 1: 21-25.)
The elders of the Jews. Either the elders of
the synagogue, as in the last Lesson (Mark
5: 35), or more probably the elders of the
people, the magistrates of the town (Deut.
19 :12). The centurion, as a Gentile, feels
himself to be outside the blessings of the
chosen people of Ged, and so he makes his
request through the elders. Heal his servant.
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The Rev. Ver. reads, ‘‘save his servant.”
The verb means, literally, to bring safely
through.”

V. 4. Instantly ; that is, urgently. Com-
pare ‘ be instant in season ”’ (2 Tim. 4: 2).
The spectacle of Jewish elders pleading for a
Gentile shows the high estimation in which
he was held by them.  That ke was worthy ;
in character. They inferred his character
from his actions, as they go on to narrate.

V. 5. Heloveth our nation. Thisshows, as
stated above on v. 2, that the centurion was
of another race. He wasprobably a proselyte,
in part, at least, to the Jewish faith, and
showed his zeal in his love for the Jew and
the Jewish religion. And himself built us our
synagogue (Rev. Ver) ; that is, at his own
expense. Such favors were not uncommon
from rich Gentile proselytes. The ruins of
what was once a well-finished synagogue have
been found at Tell Hum, one of the supposed
sites of Capernaum. It may be the ruins of
the building here referred to.

I0I. A Man of Faith, 8-10.

V. 6. And Jesus went with them. In the
case of the Syro-Phoenician woman, another
Gentile (Matt. 15: 22-28), Jesus delayed to
grant her request, in order to test her faith.
But here there was not the same necessity.
His faith was alreadv strong ; so Jesus weng
As a Gentile he

‘ar unlo himt, v. 2. Theservant
ly valuable to his master, but the
master had also a real and deep . Hection for
him. The centurion found in this servant
not only one who was useful in doing his
work, but one who was also worthy of his
Jove. We may be sure that the interest of
the master in the recovery of hisservant was
not & mere selfish unwillingness to be de-
prived of his services. For Jesus would not
have lent Himself to the furtherance of a
merely self-seeking purpose. Here is a
beautiful picture of the relation which should
subsist between master and servant. The
servant renders to his master faithful service
and the master gives the servant not only
just wages but true affection.

felt unworthy to receive this great Jewish
teacher. But there was also a deep sense of
moral unworthiness. How different was his
estimation of himself from that of the Jows!
They saw hisactions. The man saw himself.
V. 7. Neither thought I myself worthy. The -
humility of the man is equalled only by his
faith. Butsayinaword. Givethecommand.
He had probably heard that Jesus could heal,
at a distance, by the power of His Word, as
in John 4 : 46-83. My servant. Notthe same
word as in v. 2, buta tenderer word, meaning
¢ boy,” is used, umy boy.”

V. 8. I alsoam a man set under authority.
He was a subordinate officer, though in
command of a hundred soldiers. He may
have thought that Jesus, too, was under
authority, a prophet with delegated power.
He did not know that He was very God. I
3.y unlo one, go, etc. As he could speak the
word and his soldiers instantly obeyed, so,
his faith reasons, Jesus has only to speak
the word and the powers of the invisible
world will wait upon His will.

Vs. 9. 10. He marvelled at him; at his
faith, Once before He marvelled at unbelief
(Mark 6: 6). So great faith; that could be-
ieve in His power to cure without the aid
of personal contact. Found the servant whole;
as the reward of the centurion’s faith.
Faith is never disappointed. °

CATION

v... n he heard of Jesus, v. 3. He could not
have heard unless some one had spoken of
Him. It was the-testimony of others which
led him to come to Jesus when he was in
trouble about his beloved servant. The
testithony of those who have experienced
the saving power of Jesus is a most powerful
influence in bringing others to Him. It is
said thaton one of the Alpine glaciers the
guideg forbid travellers to speak, lest the
mere tremor of their voices should loosen
and bring down the deadly avalanche. So
some voice, whose owner remains unknown,
brought the centurion to Christ and Christto
him,

For he lovelh our nation, and he hath built us
a synagogue, v. 5. The Jews employ this
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argument, fearing that Jesus, Himself a
Hebrew, might be unwilling to bestow bless-
ing upon the centurion, a foreigner. Un-
willingly they gave expression to a principle
which Jesus had laid down in His sayings in
the ears of the people, * Give and it shall be
given you.” It is ‘““one of the laws of
mercy that action and reaction are equal.”
“Like the boomerang that wheels round and
comes back to the hand that threw it for-
ward, the mercy shown will eventually come
back to him who showed it, with a wealth
of usury.”

Then Jesus went with him, v. 6. It was
nothing to Jesus that the one who needed
this help occupied a lowly position in
society. When He came into the world,
it was in the form of a servant and with the
desire ‘‘not to be ministered unto, but to
minister.” (Matt. 20: 28.) Now He be-
came the servant of 2 servant, ‘The one who,
with & hundred others, had nothing to do
but obey the will of his master, was now
able to command the services of One who
came from the highest thrcne. Like the
sunshine which gilds the mountain tops and
floods the valleys, the compassion and help-
fulness of Jesus were for the lowliest as
well as for the most exalted. Jesus taught
by word and example that the accident of
birth and rank and fortune are mere trifles,
compared with the humanity common to
our race

case is/go desperate as to baffle the
Great Physicidn, v. 2.
We can do no more helpful thing for our
friends than asking Jesus to help them, v. 3.
It is better to live so that others shall
praise our worth than to esteem our own
\x‘orth highly, v. 4.
To those who have the spirit of Jesus it is

not 4 trouble bug a pleasure to do helpful
deeds, v. 5. v

Human authority, however great, is very
small, compared with the authority of God,
v. 8.

Very marvell ous must have keen hisfaith,

PO )

I am not worthy, v. 6. Jesus began the
Sermon on the Mount with the words
¢“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
ig the kingdom of heaven.”” In the cent-
urion we discover the deep, heartfelt sense
of unworthiness which is the first and fund-
amental qualification for citizenship in
Christ's Kingdom. And the blessing pro-
mised to those who possess this spirit came
quickly and surely to him,

Say in a word and my servant shall be healed,
v. 6. Inorder that Jesus may help us, it is
not neediul that we should see Him with our
bodily eyes or touch Him with our hands.
The daughter of the Syro-Pheenician
woman, the son of Herod’s courtier, and
this centurion’s servant, did not see Jesus
and yet they were all healed by Him. Rev.
Ver. has in the margin **Say with a word,”
for “Say in a word?’’. His word is the in-
strument with which Jesus carries His pur-
poses into effect, and whether He is near or
afar off, whether He is seen or.unseen when
He utters His word, the thing is accom-
plished.

So great faith, no not in Israel, v. 7. The
centurion was in all probability only a par-
tial proselyte to the Jewish faith. And yet
Jesus found in him such faith as He did not
find among Hisown people. Thereare those
who make no profession of religion whose
lives put to blush some who claim to be
followers of Christ.

ARAGRAPHS
to cause Jesus to marvel.

The cures that Jesus works are thorough
and complete.

In Juvenal we read of the mistress who
ordered a poor human chattel to be crucified
for no one knew what, and met her hus-
band’s remonstrances by asking him if he
really thought a slave was a man.—Geikie.

It isright and good to pray for temporal
blessings, for anything we need; for God

loves to give us every goodgift. And bythe

faith gained from these we obtain faith for
higher and better things. The stairway to
heaven begins on earth. Sickness, especi-
ally in its convalescence, leads men to see
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this world, and the spiritual world, and
eternal things, in a new and truer light. It
compels to rest and meditation. Many, like
Jacob, from a pillow of stones in the night
of sorrow, have seen visions of heaven and
their Father, and received the messages
God’s angels have brought. Countless
stars, invisible by day, shine upon us in the
mght. The felt need of God makes ug stretch
out the hands of our faith, and take a
stronger hold on God. The stormy sea
makes us look for the helping hand of Jesus.
And we often learn more of faith in one
month of darkness and storms than in years
of sunshine.—Peloubet.

It wasa common beliel, that, in the day
of the Moesiah, redeemed Israel would be
gathered to a great feast, together with the
patriarchs and heroes of the Jewish faith.
Gentiles could have no part in that feast. On
this point, then, the words of Jesus in refer-
ence to the believing centurion formed the
most marked contrast to Jewish teaching.
—ZEdersheim.

Quite consistent with the centurion’s
chamecter is the straightforwardness of his
expectancy, characteristically illustrated by
his mili experience—what Bengel desig-

S as the wisdom of his faiti beautifully

wonderful things Christ must have
, as the Son of God come down from
; What strange things also He had
n in His earthly ministry. He here de-
clares He bas made a unigue discovery—* So
great faith I have nowhere else found, no
not even in Israel ”’ (among the very chosen
of God.)

THE CENTDRION'S FarTH i8 our topie, mark-
ed out for us by Christ’s comment on it.

1. Take a good look ot the centurion him-
self. An officer in the Roman army (cap-
tain), either a Pagan or one on the way,
through study of the Jewish Scriptures, to
become a proselyte. Pause to mark the
character of the centurions mentioned in
Scripture {See Exposition). The centurion o
well disposed toward the Jewsas to have
- built thein (2 hated race, they were to the

Romans) a si’nagogue, and so well liked by
them that they are anxious to do him a
favor. A broadmirded man, as shown by
his sending to Jesus, the Nazarene carpenter,
atall. A humane man, who loved hisslave ;
and finally, & man of whole-hearted faith.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELFS

shining out in the bluffness of the soldier.
—Edersheim.

Nothing to-day is so interesting to the
Christ on high as faith in Himself. Twice,
when He was among us, it is said of Him
that He marvelled ; once at faith and once
at unvelief. He wondered, that one outside
the pale of Israel’s hopes should believe so
heartily. He marvelled that they who dwelt
with and saw Him day by day, believed so
little. 1t might be worth while for us, who
have been sojourning so long, it may be,
with Christ, and secing Him so variously
and trying to comprehend His sayings, to
ask ourselves if He has ever been specially
interested in the depth and simplicity of our
faith.—Monday Club Sermons.

It was beautifully said by Augustine com-
menting on this story, that the mountains
turn away the streams, while the valleys are
filled with them, and that he who was so
humble as not to receive Jesus into his home
received Him into his heart. The humble cen-
turion has only to state his need, only to
speak the words of full faith to receive the
answer to his great praycr and to learn that
his servant is healed.—Monday Club Ser-
mons. : :

II. See him in hig distress, his servant
grievously tormented with palsy, making
urgent request of the Jewish elders to inter-
cgse for him. So humble is he, he will not
go himself. See him later, when Jesus ap-
proaches, actually warning’ Him .away irom
the house, so unworthy does he feel himself
to be, but asking Himn, with a soldier’s
straightforwardness, to give the command of
healing. .

IH. Mark Jesus’ wonder and Jesus’ testi-
mony concerning the centurion’s faith.

IV. See how promptly and abundantly
faith is rewarded. What he asks is done.
The servant is healed, although Jegus comme
not near his house.

Point out the lessons of

come ?
4: 46; John 6: 17; Matt. 172 24) On
what occasions had He taught there? (Matt.
4:13; Mark1: 21.) Who was in distress?
For whom? What wasa centurion? Whom
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did the centurionsend? With whatrequest?
4, 5. How did they regard the centurion?
What does “instantly > mean? What had
the centurion done ? What is a synagogue ?
6-8. Did Jesus do as requested? What
next? What the message? Why did he
feel himself unworthy? Why was he con-
fident? (Eph. 3:12)) Who were over the
centurion? Who under him? Over what
has Christ power? (John 17: 2; Matt. 28:
18.
9), 10. What did Christ think of the cen-
turion’s faith? What does He say? How
was this faith rewarded ? 'What encourage-
ment have we to pray for ourselves and
others? (Matt. 7:7, 8.)

For Seniors—1-3. When did the incident
occur? How far was Capernaum from the
Mount of Beatitudes? Of what army was
the centurionan officer? ¥ow many soldiers
did he command? What modern term cor-
responds to it? Name other centurions men-
tioned in Seripture? What led him to send
to Jesus? What mark of his humility?
What disease had his servant? (Matt. 8:6.)
Of what is it a type? What cleanses from
sin. (1Johnl:7.) .

4, 5. For what do_the elders praise the
centurion? What discourse likely given in
that synagogue? hn 6 : /

9.
R TEACHERS OF
03

: on'the the words
“ Jarius "', {* The Little Damsel ”’, ¢ Jesus .
From these key words Jet the children tell
you the story of last lesson.
Introduction—Children are ever ready to
listen to a ‘“‘soldier” story. They have

nearly all seen ““the redcoats’’, the soldiers

6-& What further proof of the centurion’s
humility? Of bis faith? Why does he
think Jesus can heal by & word? ~ What in-
spires confidence? (Prov. 3:26; 1 John 2:
28; 1John §: 14.) What the difference be-
tween Christ’s power and the centurion’s
power?

9, 10. Who meant by Israel? Why should
they have had faith? " Why had they not?
Did the centurion see Jesus at all? Did
Jesus speak the word of healing? How
came it then that the servant was healed ?

Bible Side Lights—Tiue Erpers—Deut, 19 :
11,12; 21: 18-21; 31: 9; 2Sam. 5: 3.

Tue Crxrurron—Acts 10: 1, 22 29 25,
26 23:17,23; 24: 23; 27: 1, 11, 43.

Nor Worrny—Gen. 82: 10; Matt. 3: 11 ;
10:37, 38; Luke 15:19.

J gxxé% MarverLEp—Mark 6: 6; Matt. 8:10;
9: 8, 33.

Grear Farrn—Luke 17:5; Acts 6: 5;11:
24; Heb. 11: 4, 5, 7, 23-27, 30,

Topics For Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.
1. The elders and their errand,
2. The centurion and how he treated
Jesus. ’

. 3. Jesus and how He treated the centur-
ion.

THE LITTLE ONES

of the Queen. Many of her brave soldiers
are soldiers of King Jesus, too.

The well-known incident in the life of
General Gordon may be told. At a certain
hour each day the door of his tent was clos-
ed and a white handkerchief was laid on the
ground just outside the door. (THustrate. )

No one dared to disturb

ey c

P.
TheYgngs 4:5“(& -t

RS
}’ou E

handkerchief remained
there, for they knew it was
asignthat the brave General
was at prayer. He was a
brave soldier of King Jesus.
The Centurion—This name
Y VN meant the same as “cap-
o y
?$ company of one hundred
soldiers stationed near Ca-
perngum. .
Lesson  Story—The Cen-

turion’s favorite servant

(slave) became ill. Heloved

General Gordon while the -

tain.”” He was leader of a-

e s,
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The Centurion's Servan! Healed
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this servant, and was in great grief for fear he
would die. He remembered what Jegus had
done for the nobleman’s son and Jairus’ little
daughter at Capernaum, but feared thab
Jesus would not trouble about him, a Gen-
tile. Fle asked some of the Jews to beg
Jesus to comne and heal his servant, They
went and told Jesus what a good man the
centurion was—a friend of the Jews, one
who had built a synagogue for them, a very
worthy man in every way.

The Answer—Jesus approached the cent~
urion’s house. Messengers met Him saying
that the centurion begged that He would not
trouble to come further, because he did not
feel worthy to have Jesus come into his
house. Tell the request he made (v. 7).
His faith was great. Jesus was pleased with
the centurion, turned and went away as He
had been asked to do, but His healing power
had gone to the servant, although He had
neither seen nor touched him, When the
messenger returned to the house, the servant

Our King's Pity—When anything hurts his
little boy, father is so full of pity and love,
takes him in his arms and comforts him.
Teach Golden Text. Our King is full of
pity for His soldiers.

A Soldier of the King—* Can’t do it. Tt's
against orders. I'm a soldier now,’” said
one newsboy to another. .

“Yes, you look like a soldier]” was the
mocking reply.

¢TI am, though”, and Jack straightened
himself and looked steadily into Jim’s eyes."”
4 Jesus ismy Captain, I'm going todo every-
thing on the square after this, *cause He says
so.”’

“That won’t last long ”’, said Jim, “Just
wait until you're in bad luck and awful
hungry, and you'll steal sometbing to eat,
fast enough.””

¢ No, my Captain says, ‘Don’t steal,” and
I won’t. If I'm likely to steal any'time, I'll
just call to Him. He’s always watching to
see if any of Hissoldiers need help, and He's

was fo well again.

ready with it as soon as they ask for it.”

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

GREAT

GREATER

THE PROPHETS

THE FORERUNNER

LN s e i e e

AL LDy

UETE

GRE AT E ST THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM

The truths to be emphasized are s- numerous that selection is necessary. The one here
is the surpassing honor, privilege and opportunity of a member of the Kingdom of

Set the three words down first in their properplace and order, *‘ Great,” “ GREaT™
)7 ““GREAYEST.”” The scholars may likely have caugh your plan. Whom did
Christ call great? ¢ The Prophets.” Show their greatness as God’s chosen servants and
spokesmen. Whom did He pronounce greater than ail that had come before? And why?
John the Baptist ; and because he had the clearest view of the Messiah and the unique
honoro eing His Forerunner, of preparing men’s hearts for His reign. Who is greater
still? ““The least in the Kingdom of God”, because he knows God as manifested in
Christ, has the completest record of revelation, the fulness of the Spirit, and a part in the
task of conquering the world for Christ.
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Lessoy V.

JESUS AND JCHN THE BAPTIST

April 29, 1900

Luke 7; 18-28. Commit to memery vs. 22, 23. Read Luke 7: 11-35.

18 And the disciples of John 1 shewed him of all
these things, .

19 And John calling unto him two of his disciples
cont them Yo 3.Je'sus, saying, Art thou he that 3should
come? or look we for another?

20 When the men were come unto him, theysaid,
John 4 Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou
he that shqul%:acome? or look we for another?

2] sAndin t same hour he cured meny of 6their
infirmities ana gln.gues, and of evil spirits ; and Tunto
many that were blind he e‘:fave sight.

22 9 Then Je'sus answering suid unto them, Goyour
way, and tell John what things ye have seen and
heard; 10 how that the blind lsee, the Jame walk, the
lepersare cleansed, 13 the deaf hear,the dead are raised,
13 to the poor the gospel is preached.

23 And Dblessed is he, whosoever shall 4ot be
offended in me

24 And when the messengers of John were departed,
he began to speak unto the 15 people concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness 16fortosee? A
reed shaken with the wind?

25 But what went yc out 17for to scc? A man

clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are

orgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in
gs' courts.

26 But what went ye out 17for tosee? A prophet?
Yes, I say unto you, and much more than a éorophet.

27 This is ke, of whom it is written, Behold, 1 send
my messenger before thy face, 18 which shall prepare
thy way before thee. .

28 19 For I say unto you, Among those that are born
of women there is 20not a greater prophet than John
the Baptist : but he that is least in the kingdom of
God is greater than he.

Revised Version—17Told ; 2The Lord ; 3 Cometh ; 4The; 6In that hour; 6 Diseases; 70n; 8 Bestowed ;
9 And he answered and said; 100mil how that; 11 Receive their sight; 3 And; 13Up, the poor have ood
tidings preached to them ; 14 Find none oceasion of stumbling : 25 Multitudes ; 6 To behold ; 17 Omit for ;18 Who;
190mit for ; 20 None greater than John; yet he that isut little.

GOLDEN TEXT TIME LESSON PLAN
hath_d all thi: . b i »,
Wt Gaines wal. | Very oty sl 08 procedin | 1. gy auesion. conconing
DAILY READINGS PLACE John in prison, and in doubt and
M.—Luke 7 : 18-28. Jesusand John Somewhere in Galilee, where | discouragement, or perhaps as a
the Baptist. Jesus was then preaching from | lesson to his disciples, sends them
T.—John 10: 8142, Testimony of lace to place. (See Luke 8: 1-3.) | to Jesus with the question: ‘‘Art
works. ol;)lé wasdigh thsa p:('lxson of Macher- | thou nlgee that shot;;iy ognas;?é;‘gl&g
—John 5: . us beyond the Jordan. Tespo g m
W.—Jol :?ess. 80-39. Fourfold wit- CATH ; works. i
Thi-Luke1:13-22. Gabrielsmes- | Q. 19. What is the misery of that | JII. Jgeug Testimony concerning
sage. estale whereinto man fell # o'l‘h' tho is & Droph  th b
F.—John 8:22:36. The forerunner. ‘,;)- n‘:‘l;im:n];‘?g %%heir ﬁallnlgst est osf a.?l tt?eppxgpl?etg, gub Jess
S—Matt, 21; 2832, A preacher of | Doswrath and carse ana so magde | than the least in the Kingdom ut
righteousness. linble to all miseries in this life, | $0d:
S.-Matt, 11: 214. Prophecy ful- | to death itself, and to the pains of | LEBSON EYMNS
g filled hgll forever. 45 (Ps. Bel.); 35; 26; 66; 535,

J onnecting Li -About a year before
this lesson Herod had cast John the Baptist
into prisci (2: 19, 20). Jobn heard of the;
works of Christ in prison, but inasmuch
as wrong was seemirngly trininphing over
right, his mind was filled with doubt, and
to get rid of this uncertainty, he sends mes-
sengers to Jesus to enquire if He really was
the Messiah.

I. J;gm’s Question Concerning Jesus, 18-

V. 18. The disciples of Jokn showed him.
They reported to him, in his prison, the
works of Jesus. Herod had thrown himintoa
gloomy prison in the fortress of Macherus, on
east side banks of the Jordan. Luke men-
tions the imprisonment in 3: 20. AZ these
things ; particularly the healing of the cen-
turion’s servant, and the raising from the

dead the son of the widow of Nain (7 : 1-16).

EXPOSITION

V. 19. John calling unto him two of his dis-
ciples. Though in prison, he was not cut off
from communication with his friends. At
thou he that should come? Arxt thou the
Coming One, a designation of the ex-
pected Messiah (Johmn 4: 25). Or look we
for another?  John wasin doubtabout Christ.
He did not fully understand His ways.
They were so different from his own.
Jesus was eating and drinking with publi-
cans and sinners, as opposed to John’s as-
cetic habits (Matt. 11 :18,19). He wasseem-
ingly shrinking from the authorities (Mark
1: 45,. instead of boldly facing them as
John had faced Herod. He was performing
miracles for others, while His herald was
languishing in a dungeon. John began to
doubt, and so very wisely he sent to Jesus.

V. 21. In that hour; upon the arrival of
the two from John, He cured many of their

e rreaas:
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infirmities. Jesus did not attempt to explain
difficulties, but He gave a proof of His Mes-
siahship by showing His miraculous power.
Evil spirits; ag distinguished from physical
diseases. Demon-possession was more than
a mers bodily ailment.

Vs. 22, 23. Tell John; of Christ’s miracu-
lous power. He knew John would under-
stand and that there would be no more fear
or doubt. The miracles that follow are typi-
cal of the spirit and power of the gospel.
Christ performed miracles of healing not on-
ly out of sympathy for humanity, butto teach
the deeper truth of the healing of the soul.
To the poor. Says Bruce, ‘“‘a vague word,
might mean literal poor, or gpirituai poor,
or the whole people, in its national misery,
best defined by such atext as Matt. 9: 36 and
such facts 2s that reported Matt. 9: 10-12.”
Jesus quotes from Isaiah 6!: 1-3, John the
Baptist’s favorite prophet. And bdlessed,
etc,; Literally, who shall not find in Me
a cause of stumbling, such as in Matt. 13:
55-67: John6:60; 1 Cor. 1: 23.

II. Jesus' Testimony Congerning John, 24.

28.

Ve. 24-26. He beganto speak unto the people ;
to correct the wrong impression John’s mes-
sage might have made. What went ye out for
to see? Referring to John’s early ministry
(Matt. 3: 5). A4 reed shaken by the wind?

The reed was a tall_cane about twelve feet’
Artthou he that should come or do we look for

another,# v, 19. This isthe language of im-
patience. The Forerunner expected a Mes-
siah who would speedily execute vengeance
upon all enemies of the Kingdom of God and
establish that Xingdom on earth. Instead,
when Jesus came, He consorted with public-
ans and sinners. He sought out the blind,
the lame, the deaf, eventhelepers, and heal-
ed them. John could not understand how
Jesus could accomplish His mission by
simply going about among the poor and unin-
fluential, doing humble, gentle, merciful
deeds. But Jesussaw whatJohn did not see,
that, in the end, kindness and mercy would
give Him more power over men’s heartsthan

high, swayed by every breeze of wind, type
of a time server. But John was none such,
A man clothed in soft raiment?  Living in
Juxury and voluptuous ease. That was
not John, with his rough garments and his
poor fare. (Matt. 3:4.) In kings' cowrts.
In palaces, as Herod, for example. .{
prophet? This was the popular estimate
of John (Matt. 21: 26). More than a prophet ;
for he had been annouced by prophecy, and
was the herald, the forerunner of Jesus.

V. 27. Behold Isend my messenger. (See Mal,
8:1). As, in the East, a herald was wont to
prepare the imperfect highways before the
advance of a monarch, so John summoned
the people to prepare the highways of their
hearts and of the nation’s life for the coming
of Jesus, by putting away sin. (Luke 3: 3-6;
10-14.)

V. 28. Those born of women; that is, all
mankind. There i3 not a greater. 1In his
greatness of soul, in the heroicself-sacrificing
purpose of his life, and his close relationship
to the Messiah, John had no superior. But
he thatis least. The simple meaning of these
words seem to be that in blessing and privi-
leges, in knowledge, in revealed hope, in
conscious admissioninto fellowship with God,
the humblest child of the new kingdom is
superior to the great prophet of the old,
(Cam. Bible.) The least member of Christ’s
Kingdom is inexpressibly rich.

CATION

force and sternness. The servant was im-
patieat and wished to see the fruit at once.
The Master was wise and was content to sow
the seed. .

Go your way and tell John what things ye
have seen and heard, v. 22. It was asif He
had said; “See what I am doing for the
blind, the deaf, the lame, the lepers, the
poor, and then read such prophecies as
Isaiah 35: 5, 6;61: 1. Compare My works
with the words of the prophet and see how
they correspond, as the photograph with the
original. R

Blesssed is he whosoever shall notbe offended
inme, v. 28. ‘“ Possessed of rare felicity ”’ is
the meaning ; and there is a hint that those
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who should not on some ground or other
stummble over Jesus, should be few. History
affordga striking commentary on the saying.
In what a multitude of ways men have stum-
bled over the Christ. Philosophy, science,
literature, art, all have stumbled once and
again. Through foolish pride, or rank in-
difference, or eagerness to take their own
way and not His, thousands stumble. Keep
Thou our feet from falling, mighty Spirit
of God, the Spirit of light and wisdom !

And when the messengers of John were depart-
«d, he began to speak unto the people concerning
John, v. 24, Our Lord did not hesitate to
give rebukes when they were deserved and
needful. At the same time, He did not fail
to see and express His appreciation of what
was good. It isthe one who has a quick
eye to see and a readiness to commend what
is good in others, whose rebukes will be well
received and be followed by good results.

What went ye out into the wilderness for lo see £
Jesus here turns to the people and asks them
to tell Him, if they can, the secret of John'’s
power as a preacher. FHow was it that He
could draw, as a magnet attracts iron filings,
the crowds from Jerusalem, and all Judza,
and all the region round about Jordan, to
the wilderness where he dwelt? One after
another,three reasons which might be assign-
ed for the influence of the Baptist, our Lord
brushes aside.

People did not crowd to the wilderness to

them to Jesus. v.19.

The strongest proof that Jesus is able to
save is that He hassaved. v.21,

The most common cause for our being
offended in Christ is our unwillingness
to obey His commands. v. 23.

The Master who rebuked His servant to
himself, praised.him to others. vs. 24, ete.

Unselfishness takes, higher rank in the
Kingdom of heaven than amiability, or
social gifts, or eloquence. vs. 24, etc.

The least in the Kingdom of heaven are

This is a pictureof one who is amiable and
easily swayed by what others think or say.
But we look forsomething more in a preach-
er than mere amiability. The Christian
must be strong 88 well as gentie, lionlike as
well as lamblike. The model Christian
character is gentle; but is not weak. He
who would draw others muss be yielding as
water, where no principle is at stake, but
firm ag a rock in all matters of conscience.

Nor did men flgek from city and country
to see ‘‘a man clothed in soft raiment.”
Our Lord never condemmed riches and He
never taught that all ranks in society should
be reduced to & common level. There is a
certain influence which goes with wealth
and high station. But it is not the most
powerful influence to move the hearts of
men.

Once again, it was not merely because he
was a prophet that John attracted crowds of
hearers. To move the muititudes one must
be more than a mere teacher. What was
written of Christ could never be written
of Plato, that ‘ the common people heard
Him gladly.”

What then was the secret « f John’s power ?
It was this, that he was content to be what

God sent him to be, a ¢ Messenger”’, the her-
ald of a Greater One. Unselfishness was
the outstanding feature in his character, the -
utter merging of himself in the mission he
had received from God. And so he was
strong in the strength of the Almighty.

With the wind.”
HB
ing to do-with ou‘; E:ilﬁcultig greater than John, for, while he wasa servant,

they are sons (1 John 3: 1); while he
was the friend of the bridegroom, they are
the spouse herself (Rev. 21: 2). v. 28,

When Elijah was in the cave at Horeb,
there was a *‘ great and strong wind ”’ which
‘‘ rent the mountains and break in pieces
the rocks.” (1 Kings 19: 11.) This was
followed by an earthquake, and the earth-
quake by a fire. (vs. 11,12.) But the Lord
was not in the tempest or earthquake or fire.
He spoke to Elijah in the “‘still, small
voice.”” (v.12.) The prophet had to learn

that God’s work is not to be done by force or
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violence, but by gentleness and love. In the
old fable the blustering north wind only
caused the traveller to draw his cloak
more closely about him, while the warm
sun made him throw it aside. It is not force
but love that brings men into the Kingdom
of heaven. John waslike Elijah, He wish-
ed to see the powers of evil overthrown
suddenly. He nevded to learn of Jesus that
it is by the slower but surer process of win-
ning the hearts of men to the love of what
is good that evil is to be destroyed.

‘“ An Oriental fable represents a crowd of
idlers, thronging the market-place of a Syri-
an city, and looking contemptuously upon a
dead dog, with a halter around his neck, by
which he had been dragged through the dirt.
A viler, more abject, more unclean, more
repulsive thing, does not meet the eve of
man, and those who stood by looked on with
abhorrence. ‘Faugh’ said one holding his
nose, ‘it pollutes the air’. ‘How long’,
said another, ‘shall this foul beast offend the
sight?’ ‘Look at Lis torn hide’, said
ould not even cut sandal

is room for an artist's work here.
'hefe would be some such series as this :
icture I. Jokn the Baptist in Prison.
here, because he had been faithful in re:
buking sin and witnessing for the truth.
Should not God have been with him? God
seemed to have forgotten. In doubt, too,
alag! concerning the very One on whom he
had seen the Spirit descend like a dove, to
whom the Heavenly voice witnessed. In
doubt because Jesus' ways were so different
from his own.

Picture II. John Sending His Disciples.

Taking the right way with his doubts and]preésed home are these; (1) Even strong

fears (perhaps, too, to fortify his disciples,
as well as himself), he sends them direct to
the Master. In the very act of sending,
John would begin to get relief.

Picture III. Jesus Testifying; by many
miracles of mercy and then with the “Go
and tell John what you have seen and
heard.” Christ-like deeds are the best

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

straps out of it’. And a fourth spoke of hig
ears, draggled and bloody ; and a fifth de-
clared, ‘he had no doubt been hanged for
thieving’. But there stood among the
throng, one, a stranger, who had, as they
flung their jeers at the dead dog, drawn near.
There was a strange light about his face, and
in his whole mien a strange dignity and
grace. Looking down compassionately upon
the dead animal, he said: ¢ Pearls are not
equal to the whiteness of his teeth’. Then
the people turned to him with amazement,
and said among themselves: ‘ Who is this?
This must be Jesus of Nazareth, for only He
could find something to pity and approve
evenina dead dog’. And in shame they
bowed their heads before Him and went
each on his way’. (Pierson.) So, when
the Baptist heard in prison that Jesu$ was
inviting into the Kingdom of God, thé poor
who were despised by the Greeks and
trampled on by the Romans, whom the
priest and the Levite left on one side, he
could no longer doubt that this was the
Messiah of whom Isaiah spoke. (Isa. 61:1.)

Picture IV. The. Disciples of John Return-
ing. Scripture does-not give the details;
but there is no further word of doubt and
when John was martyred, his disciples went
straight to Jesus with their trouble.

Picture V. Jesus Testifying. What painter
can do justice to the glowing face of the
Master, as He bears witness to His forerun-
ner or to the blank wonder of those who
believed in John, when they were told that
the least in the Kingdom of heaven is
greater than he?

Some of the chief practical truths to be

men have their wedak times ; (2) Take your
doubts and difficulties to Jesus; (3) What
Jesus does is a clear proof of what He is; (4)
His work and message are of mercy and

Questions for Juniors—18 BY
prisoned John? Why? What was his fatg

witness to the Christ,
'

{Mark 6:21-20.) What had his digpiples
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told him ? Where did he send them? With
what message? Why did he send the mes-
sage? .

20-23. Was the message delivered ? What
works did Jesus do? What prompted these
acts? How did Christ show His love? (Luke
19:10; John 15: 13.) What was Jesus’
message to John? What did He mean by
it? Give instances of blindness cured. Of
lameness. Of leprosy. Of deafness. What
had the Jews expected the Messiah to be?
Why disappointed ? What is meant by being
“ offended in me”’ ?

24-26. Why does He speak to the people
about John? Why refer to ‘ wilderness”?
What is the chief mark of a “reed’’ ? What
names would you suggest for John? What
was John’s dress? (Matt. 3: 4.) What was
John’s mission ? (Luke 3: 4 ; Matt. 3: 1, 2.)

27, 28. What prophet had spoken of John?
What eastern custom referred to ? How does
Christ here speak of John? Who is greater?
Who can enter the Kingdom of God ? (Matt.
5:3; John3: 16.)

For Seniors—18, 19. What caused John’s
discouragement and doubt? What cansed
Moses to depair? (Num. 11 : 10-15.) What,
Elijah? (1 Kings 19: 4.) What preserves
against despair? (Psa, 42; 51 : 1.)

20-23. V Jesus J&1st do when
"W R TEACHERS OF
Connectio o recall

he last lesson a
company of goldiers (strokes) may be drawn
on the blackboard with the leader in front.

John’s message came? (v. 21.) What next?
Why did He follow this method ? How does
this illustrate one chief obicct of Christ’s
miracles? What is the meaning of “ gos-
pel”’? What wonderful about its being
preached to the poor?

24-26. To whom does Christ now address
Himself ? With what object ? How had the
people regarded John? Why “more than a
grophet,”? With what commission had he

een ho. red ?

27, 28. How did John prepare for Christ ?
How can we? What was the subject of his
preaching? What is one of the chief re-
quirements for entering the Kingdom? To
what i= the Kingdom compared? (Matt. 22:
2-10; Rev. 19:9.) Who has invited us to
this Gospel feast? Have you accepted ?

Bible - Side Lights—He Curenp MaNy—Ps
107: 20; Matt. 4: 28, 24; 12: 14, 15; 14:
13, 14; 17: 16, 18.

Nor” Be OrreNDED—Matt. 13 : 54-58; 15:
10-12; 26 : 31, 33; John 16: 1; Rom; 14 : 21,

Tue WiLperness—Matt, 3: 1; 15: 83;
Luke 15: 4 ; Acts 7 : 30.

Kines' Covrts—Prov. 25: 6, 7; Acts 12:
20, 21; 28am. 9: 6,8: Est. 5: 1-3.

Tue Kineporm or Gop—Matt. 6: 83; 12:
28; Luke6: 20:9, 62; John 3: 8, 5;
14 :17.

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be a.ssiéned the Sabbath previous. )

1. What led John to doubt.

2. The cure for doubt.

3. The greatness of the least in Christ's
Kingdom.

THE LITTLE CNES

’

He has one hundred men. What do we call
him ? What did we hear about a centurion
last Sabbath? Why did Jesus pity

We
ek LT

JESUS

S '

OUR  KING

and help that soldier in
his trouble? Recall Golden
Fo 'l Text of last lesson.
e

Joknthe Baptist - Recall the
baptism of Jesus. Jesusthen
went to another part of the
country and the wicked
Herod put John the Baptist
into the prison; so Jesus
and John did not meet
again.

Lesson Story—Some who had
heard John preaching about
Jesus went to John in prison

Y/

v
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telling of the wonderful man who was curing
the sick, making the blind to sce, and the
lame to walk, and bringing the dead to life
again. John perhaps had grown tired wait-
ing for Jesus to show that He was King and
perhaps thought, if he really were King, He
would come and let him out of prison. He
began to wonder if Jesus really were the
promised King. John sent two friends to
see Jesus and ask if He really were the Christ
or if they were to look for another King
coming in power and glory ? (Perhaps John
wanted them to get near Jesus for their own
sakes as well.)

Jesus’ Reply—Jesus did not boast akout
Himself. He simply let His character and
works show whether or not He was the
Christ. He was fulfilling the prophecies
concerning Himsell. He wrought muny
miracles and told the messengers to tell
John.

Verse 23—Jesus wants His followers to
believe in Him and never to be ashamed to
own Him as their Xing.

Jesus Loyal to His Followers—Jesus is true to
His follpwers, praises their work. He turns
to the’ people and tells them of the great

work done by John the Baptist. Describe
the scene. They were standing by the
river. The reeds were in sight, blown by
the winds. John was not like these reeds,
but was strong and fearless in his preaching.
He was not dressed in costly garments, but
was greater even than a prince. He was the
greatest of the prophets. He really saw the
One about whom he prophesied. He came
just before Christ came.

Children of Christ's Kingdom Greater than
John-—We all know more of Jesus than John
did. John did not hear Him preach. We
know Jesus through the Bible, although we
have never seen Him. While John was liv-
ing, Jesus had not yetlived all His wonderful
life. He had not yet died on the cross to
take away our sins; had not yeb risen from
the dead. Jesus had not yet gone back to
Heaven. The Holy Spirit had not yet come
into people’s hearts. The bookshad not yet
been written about Jesus’ life and work.
The very smallest child can know all about
these things and can tell them to others.

Practical Thoughis—We are sure that Jesus
is our promised King. We do not look for
any other.

‘ BLACKBOARD RETizW

Sending

PAITH e

Receiving

he word faith is hard to understand because it is so simple.
ief that the faith that saves and without which no one can be saved is as simple
thing as breathing, or looking, or stretching out the hand, or standing still. And
yet to all these acts faith is compared in the Scriptures. This example of faith—the

It seems beyond

centurion trusting Jesus for the healing of his servant and getting what he wished for
may help the scholars to understand what faith is. Impress the three points written
sbove: It s faith that sends. Thecenturicn would have not troubled his neighibors to

go, had he not believed Jesus could heal.

It is faith that protests. He will not allow

Jesus to come to his house, for he believes that His word is as.powerful as His pre-
sence. [t is faith that receives, The servant 1 whole because his master trusted.
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Our Publications

Lesson Helps

TEE TEACHERS MONTELY—0cC. & year; § or more to
one address, 40c. each.

Enlarged by onc-fourth; no increase in price.

TaE HoME STUDY QUARTERLY—20C, & year; 5 or
more to one address, 10c, each. Matter increased one
third, by change of type.

Largely wsed also in the Home Department.

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a picture for each
lesson ; 20¢. yearly ; 5 or more toone addre.s, 10c. each.

Pae HOME STUnY LEAFLET—HeC. & year; sent only
in fives or muitiples of five. .

THE PRIMARY LEAFLRT—5C. & year; sent only in
fives or multiples of five.

Samples of above free on application.

Ilustrated Papers

JeweLs—For the Little Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 20c. each ; months not broken.

THE KING'S OWN, continuing The Children’s Record
—Every week, instead of monthly as now, and hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 40c. a year; 5 or
more to one address, 25¢. each’; months not broken.

Samples of above frec on application

Catechisms, etc.

SRORTER CATECHISY, per doz., 20¢. ; 100, §1.25,

. ogné:{}ggsn CATECHISN, with proofs, per doz., 35c.;
)y, 1.40.

LESsoN ScREME—Schedule of Lessons for the vear,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, ete. ; per 100, 50c.

PASSAGES FOR MEMORIZING -List of choice connect-
cd and complete Scripture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, 50c.

Other S. S. Supplies

CansoN's PRINARY CATECHISM, per doz., 45¢.; yper
100, §3.00. COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLLS, 75¢. per
quarter, $2.50 for year. COLORED LESSON PICTURE
CARDS, 224c¢. per quarter, 10c. foryear. Sentonly inlots
of 3, 10, 15, etc. ; o fives broken. = S.S. CLASS REGISTER,
5¢.each. S. S. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD, 10c. each.
S. S. SECRETARY'S RECORD, and 30c. each. BIBLE
AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford Press.
{0c. each. PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, S.S.
Kdition, $3.00 per hundred ; and ANY OTHER S. S. Sup-
plies that may be required.

Y.P.S.C.E.
T({mc CARDS with ‘“ Plan of Study,” $1.00 per hun-
dred.
BoOKLETS, with “Plan of Study ”” and Daily Read-
ings, §1.50 per hundred.

Special

WO GEMS-BIBLFE AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF
PRAISE, compleic in one_ volume; from the
famous Oxford press, & perfectly new issue, now

for the finst time on the market; India paper. The
handiest possible pocket edition, and bound in moroc-
co limp so as to last a lifetime. Size only 434 in. X234
in.: weighs abott 5 ounces; a beautiful type. Sent
postpaid, §1.50.

MY COUNSELLOR~-A sweet companion for the Quiet
Hour; from the Oxford press, India paper, pages in
red and black, with readings for every morning and
cvening in the vear entirely in the language of Scripture.
An cxquisite book. Sent postpaid on receipt of 75c.

NoTe.—~1. Ttis our rule to discontinue all supplies
at termination of period for which ordered, 11
inthe case of Standing Orders.  Schools are urgently.
requested to bearthis in mind and renew in good time
2. Orders for less than a yvear at proportionate rates.
3. Payment should accompany orders in every case.

ApDREsS REV. R. DOUGLASR FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO

ORDER OF SERVICE: Second Quarter

Opening .
1. SILENCE.
II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SuperiNTENDENT. Give the King Thy
judgments, O God, and Thy righteousness
unto the King’s Son.

Scuoor. He shall judge Thy people with
righteousness, and Thy poor with judgment.

SuperinNTENDENT. All kings shall fall down
before Him ; all nations shall serve Him.

Scroor. For He shall deliver the needy
when He crieth ; the pooralso, and him that
hath no helper.

ITI. SiNGING.
IV. PraYER; closing with the Lord’s
Praver in concert.
V. Reavive or Lessox, in concert or in
alternate verses. -
V1. Siveinag.
The Lesson

I. Stupy 1y Crasses. (Let it be entirely

undisturbed.)
IL. SixGiNG.

III. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK;
which may inelude Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

Closing

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY’S AND

LisrariAN’S DISTRIBUTIONS.
II. SiNGgING.
JII. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SuPERINTENDENT. His name shall endure
forever.

Scroor. His name shall be continued as
long as the sun.

SUPERINTENDENT. And men shall be bless-
ed in Him.

Scrmoor. All nationsshall call Him blessed.
IV. Crosixe HyMN or DoxoLoGy.
V. BeNEDICTION OR CLOSING PRAYER.
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Practical
Education .

is desirable for everyone. Young men
and women cannot afford to do with-
out it. The leading School in Canada
devoted to the training of young people
for practical pursuits, especially in
commercial life, is the

Central

2 Encas | Business College
AN C. B. College Building J Of‘ Iomn-l»o

m A reliable institution in every respect. Twelve regular teachers. Splendid equipment. Over
300 members now in attendance from every province in Canada, Newfoundland, United States
«¥~ and Bermudas. &%~Enter any time. No vacations. Write for Prospootus.

oy W. H. SHAW, Principal
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K Church & Chapel &
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K OrganSQOQ 1»
o« B
< 0
g )
' We make this line of business one ;
> of our specialties. o
soe P2
N ‘We handle the product of such cele-
brated makers as Mason & Hamlin, })
4 Estey, Karn, and Thomas. 3
S\ - N P>
4 ) N
>‘ v,
M We carry everything in the line of Reed Organs, from a portable organ
A for missionary work, to a double bank organ with piadal notes. 3
N Z
« .. Prices and terms to suit almost any case. . =
> <  Inspection or correspondence solicited. V< 0
N P
> A

4 GOURLAY, WINTER & LEEMING, g
188 YONGE STREET, TORONTO
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THE BOOK PAGE

Bouks for review to be sent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraser, Editor TEACHERs Montuvry, Room 87,
Confederation Life Butlding, Toronto.

My Life and Times: 1810—1899. John
B. Adger, D.D. The Presbyterian Board of
Publication; Richmond, Va. 681 pages, price
$3.00.

To few i3 it given tolive for 89 years, and to
fewer still at that advanced age to have such use
of their faculties as will permit an autobiography.
This of itself draws one to Nr. Adger's somewhat
composite book, It is a remarkable work for an
octogenarian, and the details of his ancestry and
the wide circle of his family connection will be
of great interest locally. The picture of things
sacred and secular in the South in the early years
of the century is curious. As a boy of twelve he
witnessed the horrible spectacle of the hanging
in Charleston of twenty-two negroes on one
“long* gallows for their share in the attempted
insurrection against the whites. Dr, Adger is &
stout Qefender of the principles of slavery, whilst
himself for years a missionary engaged in work
among the negroes in Charleston, and rejoicing
when emancipation came. He was successively
o missionary in Asia Minor amongst the Armen-
ians, & missionary amongst the blacks in his own
city of Charleston, a farmer, his eyvesight having
become temporarily impaired, & professor of the-

ology and literary writer, and all the time a keen
and ardent churchman, taking his full share in
the controversies of his time. Too Jarge a part of
the book is nccupied with a transcript of the
details of these controversies, but there is quite
sufficlent apart from this to render it of real
interest and value as the record, not only of a
stirring life, but of & long and eventful period.

My Travels: Visits to Lands Far and
Near. By Robert Shields. G. M. Rose Sons
Co., Toronto. Illustrated, 300 pages, cloth
$1.50; morocco, $3.00.

Mr. Shields has been g diligent traveller and
has kept track of what he has seen. The result
is this book,which, judging from the sample pages,
will be handsomely got up. The author'sstyle is
easy and familiar,and he has noted down many in-
teresting facts, distributing his chapters amongst

« places, British, American and Canadian. Readers
who are fond of travel will follow him with profit.
We trust that the venture may meet with the suc-
cess it well deserves.

The Encyclopeedia Britannica: Wer-
ner Edition, The News Educational Depart-
ment, Toronto.

This magnificent edition of the greatest of
Encyciopeedias is meeting with 8 large sale.
There is genuine value for the money, thirty
splendid octavo volumes, five of these containing

NEW BOOKS

The Evening and the Morning.

By the Rev. Armstrong Black. Cloth...................

Stones Rolled Away; And Other Addresses to Young Men Delivered in

erica.

By HenryDrummond, F.R.S.E., F.G.S., LL.D. Net

1.00

Sermons in Stones and in Other Things.

By Amos(:% g’Vells, one of the editors of ** The Christian Endeavor
oth ............ile ..
The Mistakes of Moses ; And Other Sermons.
By Rev. William Patterson, Pastor ¢i Cooke’s Presbyterian Church,

World.”

Toronto. Cloth, net........ ceen
Great Books as Life’s Teachers.

Studies of Character, Real and Ideal.

Life of Rev. William Cochrane, D.D.
By Rev. R. N. Grant, D.D., * Knoxonian,”” with portraits and illustra-
tions. Cloth, $1.00; half morocco

Pioneer Life in Zorra.

By Rev. W. A. Mackay, B.A., D.D., with introduction by Hon. G. W.
Ross, LL.D., M.P.P., with portraits and illustrations.

A Son of Erin. .
By Annie 8. Swan

D R R R R R R R R R LRI

1.25

75

By Newell Dwight Hillis. Cloth 1.50

2.00

Cloth 1.50

«

1.25

ceecsen

WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS - - -

29-33 Richmond St. W.,, Toronto



160

Baok Notices

[April, 1900)

+ THE BOOK OF THE YEAR

obert
D)
s  Shields
His Travels

In all Parts of the World.

Cloth, $1.50
Morocco, $3.00

®. M. Rose Sons Co.

Limited

Toronto, =  Canava.

supplementary matter close up to date, nearly
25,000 pages, with over 12,000 illustrations. Of
the merits of the Encyclopxdia Britannica it iy
needless to speak. It has been for more than two
generations the standard work of its sort. It ha-
not yet been surpussed or superseded ; nor is it
likely to be. This edition, as to paper, letter press,
and binding is highly satisfactory, and the neat
and handsome bookcease which accompanies it
will be much appreciated; for thirty large vol-
umes make a considerable demand on shelf
room in any ordingry library.

The Ladies Home Journal : The Curtis
Publishing Company, Philadelphia, every
month, $1.00 a vear.

The best dollar's worth we know for all that ix
practical and beautiful in the home. It has its
full guota of entertaining literature of a high
~tandard. The editors are said to have read 8,00
manuseripts last year and accepted only $0, and
the illustrations are enticing. Buton its practical
side it is, if anything, even better. Its houschold
and fashion and health deparuments are elaborate
and elal rately illustrated, the columns devoted
to child training, the problems of young women
and young men, literary queries, musical and
floral helps and hints, being some of the features of
what has really come to be a monthly household
cyclopedia.

./z o i u \u \.! -\. oo)(u )\n\<

0
D oo
% Art in the Home # X
s
‘;;f _ Many lines of beautiful home-furnishings are always to be found °>§<°
o in the stocks of this store. The importations for spring and summer o
<«» trade include the choicest and largest range of goods that we have &
ever shown in our long history in the business, including many s,
exclusive lines in ;(
Lace Curtains Drapery Goods e
Furniture Cover-  Indian Furniture e
ings Pottery Selections e
. And one © r set aside altogether for fine furniture, such as is not .
& shown by y other house in Canada. >:<
—Everyone knows this is the largest carpet '%(’
~>§- -~house in Canada, and the stock this season e
S —is exceptionally large and wel assorted. .)f(.
G - - -3 ng Street West .o,
; ):( 5 Jonn Ka!’, S("I & cg;ﬂ,ﬂp TORONTO .>:<.
3 .
D O O O R o O O O <

.




e for Teachers

belps - Fiustrations 2

Oxford Bibl

-Paper Printing

IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS _ -

“Since 1880 the ‘Oxford’ Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the gréatest.-
book marvel of modern times. The publishers have just brought out an edition -
with revised helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others.”

—Sunday-School Magasine.
The Paper ' »

“The India paper, in which we believe this Company leads the world, has made a revolution in the
art of K)rinmxg."— The Living Church.
** A marvel of paper making."—The London Times. )
" “The exquisite Oxford India Paper is a perfect miracle of manufacture. Though so thin, the pring
never shows through, and yet the type is perfectly clear and legible.”—The Spectator. RS
No other paper has yet been made that can approach it for its wonderful capacity, great toughness
and softness, and its agreeable tone, nor for the ease with which THE PAGES CAN BE TURNED. .

The Printing -

“Its letterpress isremarkably clear and distinct. This is.aYpreciated the more because IT IS UNCOMMON,
IN BIBLES. Long and closeattention to the print of ordinary Bibles strains the strongest eyes, but the ‘Oxford?”
is not an ordinary Bible in this or in any other respect.” ~—The Christian Nation. _

“The printing is worthy of the paper and more than tbis is impossible to say.”—The Quardian. -

The Melps

The late SIR WILLI1AX DAWSON, Principal of McGill University, said: i

«The Oxford Helps 1 have long used with advantage, and the new edition, while retaining the reason-
able conservatism of theoid, has bten tly extended and jmproved. Almost everyone of the illustra~
tions might form the subject of a good Iesson on Bible history.” A .

REv. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., author of Peloubet’s Notes on the International Lessons, says, Jan 14,1899 ¢

«1 Iiave been comparing the two editions of the * Oxford * Helps, your new one with mine iated 1893, <
Your appendix, and especially the new plates, and more especially the descriptions of them, which are a.
wholly new feature add greatly to the value of these ‘ Helps.” 1 shall refer to them as often as I can it
iy Notes on the Lessons.” .

The Chrigtian Adrocale, Nashville, Tenn., says: i .

“The ‘Helps * are real helps, Unlike those in many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown
together in hodgepodge fashion, but represent the freshest and ablest work of the foremost modern scholars.” - =

The Infcre,r, Chicago, 111., says:

** Helps® prepared for this work by the most eminent Biblical scholars of the day, and revised up to* *
the latest possible date, to keep in touch with the last discoveries of science, the last Yights of interpreta-
tion. This edition has reached in former issues & sale of over two million copies, and # is sqfe to say that
nothing affers cven fair compcetition with it in generd favor.”

The Toronto Globe says. N . } . )
“The most instructive and exhaustive compendium of every kind of information essential to

Bible study.” Y

The Fllustrations

The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, savs. referring to the illustrations :
“In this department, this Bible is probably far supcrior to any other of those commonly called
Teachers® Bivles. Protably there does not exist another equally compact collection of the kind.”?

The Montreal Witness: 3 . ) -
“The plates are a specially attractive featnre. No more suitable present can be made to teacher or
scholar, Bibie student or friend.” o

All D inations in recommending the Oxtor;i Bible ior Teachers.
£ZF Upwards of 2,000,000 coples of former ~ditions have been sold.

LONDON : HENRY FROWDE
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER, E.C.
NEW YORK: gr AND 93 FiFTH AvVE.
And sold by all booksellers throughout the Dominfon.
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Qonfederation Life

ASSOCIATION.
Head Office: -  Toronto, Ont.

THE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this
Association is absolutely free from conditions from
date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a
Paid-up Policy after three years, or a Cash Value after

five years.
Pamphlets and full particulars will be sent on application to the
Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Association’s Agents.
W. C. Macdonald, J K. MACDONALD,

Actuary. Managing Director,

i0elelzi Ministers ana Teachers
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: SR Lid vou ever consider what an advantage a
&b /_: TYPEWRITER would be in your work?

Twe UNDERWOOD

Is the best and most up-to-date.

It is used by the leading business colleges, busi-
ness and professional men.

THE UNDERWOOD

TILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE

A

-

+*
+

Yilelealei  Creglman Bros. Typewriter Co.

:It- 15 Adelaide St. East
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