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MISS CANADA IN JAPAN.

————

HEN Miss Robertson (our St. John Missionary to

Japan) went back to that country after her year's

rest at home, she took with her a large number of dolls,

skillfully diessed and kindly donated by onc of our young
ladies.

We have permission from this young lady to give you

part of Miss Robertson’s letter, written to her in acknowl-

cdgment of her kindness.
Our picture this month
shows you girls of the
Japanese school in_Kofu ;
one of them has the doll*
“ Miss Canada,” on her lap,
The letter gives an interest_
ing description ef this doll
“You are waiting to hear
about the dolls, so 1 shall
tell you about them first.
If 1 could really let you
know what a comfort they
have been you would feel
amply repaid for all the
trouble you took in provid-
ing them so beautifully with
clothes. Soon after I camein this fall I gave two receptions
for them in my room, to which I invited half the girls each
time. Each doll found some onc to admire her above all
the rest, but, on the whole, Miss Canada was the gencral
favorite. Afterwards when the girls came on my visiting day,
Tuesday afternoon, **to play” they would ask for her, so I
thuoght 1 had better adopt her for my own. I took off her
hat and coat, so that she might look more at home, and :ct

her on a chair, where she spends much of her time. She
has grown very dear to usall—I, also, liking to sce and hold
her occasionally. Two of the students care for my room,
and often when I go upstairs I find her in the most interest-
ing positions. Sometimes she is gazing steadily at one of
my photos, or she will have in her arms a smaller doli, at
which she is fondly looking. At times her face is turned
up, her arms stretched out, beseeching one to take her.
One day I found her reading one of my letters I had left on
the desk; another time she
was enjoying a flower. Her
joints are so easily turned,
her positions so interesting,
that to take her from my
room would deprive some
of thegirlsof muchpleasure.
When the girls are sick they
ask for her, and many a
comforting visit she has
made. The girls call her
“Sensei’s baby.” Her
hair is a little the worse for
the petting she gets, but
otherwise she looks the
same. Japanese girls are
much more gentle in their
touch than Canadian girls At Christmastime the kid
bodied doll dressed in heliotrope, went to comfort the heart
of a little girl troubled with spinal weakness. She wears a
plaster jacket all the time and is deprived of the joys that
gladden the childhood of other children. She welcomed
her little Canadian playmate with great joy.

Little Miss Red-dress went to another little maiden in
Shizuoka who wrote her first letter to me, s2;ing, she was
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very glad to have the doll and that such a doll could not
be bought in Shizuoka.

One with movable joints, dressed in pale green silk with
little figures on ity went to two Jittle gitls in Shizuoka who
were delighted to have ber.  Miss Washington, one of the
teachers, begged one to have when the little girls visited
her. T gave her the one in pale pink, the skirt striped.
‘Those are all that have been given away - 1 keep some of
them to use in other ways At our Women’s Mectings they
have created a great deal of intarest several tines.”

@ B G e

GIVE ME THE CHILDREN.

* Gave me the httle children,” the imaster Froebel said,

**The little souls all thirsting, and_ hungering to befed;

Like the flowers that haveawalkened when springtime kissed the sod,
And they shall bloom and blossom in the garden of our God.

I will teach them of the Father and His beauties, one by one;
And love shall bo the shuwer, and love shall be the sun,

And faith and gentlo patience the ficshening dew shall Le,

And a symplhooy of beauty shall blossom here for me.

Give me the little children and the nations I will make,

"The world shall be all beauty and sweetness for His sake.

They shall scatter all their fragrance in the weary world of men;
Suffer the little children to come to Ham again,”

[Kindergarten Magazine.

~

BAND WORK.

Mrs. Haies, Missionary Band Corresponding Sccre-
iary for Toronto Conference Branch does not claim to
be an authority on Band work, but kindly gives her
opinion.

“You ask me whether I think it better for Mission
Bands to continue studying one Mission Field for some
Jength of time or to flit about from place to place, ac-
cording to the prayer topic?

I certainly think it Dbetter to study ome field
thoroughly before going to another.

The danger in flitting from place to place is that
the children sometimes become confused, and, at the
end of the year, know nothing definitely about any
mission field.

If the suggested programme could be prepared
with a view to offering a complete study of one field,
I think it would he a great advantage.”

Miss Hawley, Missionary Band Corresponding Sec-
retary Bay of Quinte, writes:

Tt 35 my opinion that longer time should he devoted
te the study of o ficld by the Bands before passing to
another.  The nresent method is too superficial. This
i= apparent to even the litile members. We took a
vote on the question in our Band on Saturday and
there was a unanimous voie for longer study. I asked
for reasons, and one little girl replied:  “Why, we only
spend about one hour on the study of a country, and
we can't learn much in that fime.” Our Band meels
fortnightly, {0, Some only ouce a month, so it is im-
vossible to do therough work in so short a time.

PALM

BRANCH.
INPORTANT HINTS.

“There must he no slackening in the efforts of the
faithful workers in the Bands.  Are we not now pre-
paring these young minds and souls that in the days
to come they may be more hound to our (fause? Or
are we, by our laxily and improper {raining, instilling
in their minds the thought, which may come in after
years, that, after all, we were but playing at missions.”

“I do think that our women must learn to think of
training the young in missions as a very important
part of the ome work given' us*lo do, and that our
work abroad cen only grow as the workers at home are
added to and strengthened. This must largely be ac-
complished through the young.” .

Another hint, and what we think a mosl imporfant
one. Do not make either your private or public Mis-

sion Band programme too long.
B et

HOLDING FAST.

When the anchors that fuith hias cast
Are dra%ging in the gale,

I am quictly holding fast,

To the things that cannot fuil.

I know that right is right,
That it is not good to lie;
That love is better than spite,

And a neighbor than & spy.

1 kuow that passion necds
The leash of sober mind;

I know that generous deeds
Some sure reward will find;

That the rulors must obey:

That the givers shall increase;
That duty lights the way,

For the beautifal feet of peace.

Iu the darkest night of the year,
‘When the stars have all gone out,

That courage is better than fear,
That fnit%x is truer than doubt.

And fierce though the fiends may fight,
And long though the angels hide;
I know that Truth and Right
Have the universe on their side.
—[Britirh Weekly.

Suggested Programme for Mission Bands-June.

1.—Opening Hymn-—¢* Onward Christian Soldiers.” .

II.—Announce subject for Study and Prayer — Missionaries amd
Missionary Ships.

1IT.—Leader and Band read alternately, St. Mark 16: 14-18;
and §t. John 24 : 45-53. N

1V.—Prayer—Asking God to watch over Missionaries, bless their
work and guide the ships on the sea.

V.—Roll Cal}, with response of verse of favorite hymn.

VI—Transaction of regular business

VIL—Questions on Fitﬁd Study in the Palm Brauch.

VIII.—Quartette— *“ Into a Tent Where a Gy}ny Boy Lay.”

IX.---Reading—J3 Missionary's Outfit, or a Blackboard Fxercise
{if preferred).

X —Hymu—* Speed Away, Speed Away.”

XI. Reading—Missionary Standard of Living, and what it means
to be a Foreign Missionary !

X11 —Sentence Prayer and Lord’s Prayer in concert.

Norr.—Nos. 9and 11 obtained at Room, Toronto,
Sacred Songe, Sankey, No. 1 Book.
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FIELD 3TUDY FOR JUNE.

MIS3IONARIES AND MISSIONARY SHIPS.

Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel lo
every ereatnre.—NMark 162 15.

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
werid.—~Mate. 28: 20.

These were among the last words of Jesus, as ITe
parted from Iis weeping disciples and was {aken up
into Heaven. Strange, indeed, that since they were
ultered nearly nineteen hundred years ago, the (‘his-
tian Church has been so slow in obeying the call,
that to-day there are still 1,000,000,000 who have never
heard the blessed story of redeeming grace!

During the last hundred years, however, there has
been a wonderful  Missionary Crusade against  the
powers of heathendom, and the gospel light is slowly
dispelling {he davkness of superstition and cruelty.
William (‘arev, a noble voung man, living in lngland,
in 1792, after wmuch  discourpgement, succeeded in
oreanizing the Fivst British  Foreign  Missionazy
Society, and in the following year he, himself, landed
in Tdia, as the first fereign missionary. Socon after
missionaries were sent to Africa, China, Figi, Burmah,
Japan and Corca, until now it is estimated that there
are 10,000 missionaries and 25,000 native teachers.
This seems a large number, but still there is
«nly cne missionmy fer every 100,000 of the heathen.
Surely we should pay cur Heavenly Father to send
more laborers inio Mis vineyard. e has answered
this prayer o far, that to-day many consecrated younyg
men and women are waiting to go, but ihere is no
money to send them.  True, $10,000,000 annually are
contributed for foreign missions, but this is enly ene
cent a year fov cach of the heathen.

Our prayers 1his month are that God would abund-
antly bless those conseerated men and women who
have left friends and native land and all the comforts
of home, to spend their lives telling the message of
salvation {o these perishing millions.

When the Missionary Society of the Methodist
Chureh of Canada was organized in 1324, two ov three
men were already stviving to evangelize the Indiansz.
Now our church has a neble hund of missionaries num-
hering 1200. Our Woman’s Missionary Society has
thirty-seven noble women, who are lahoring with never
failing zeal to bring precious souls to a personal knowl-
edae of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. These
missionaries are now in  Janan, China, British
Columhia and Quebee, sowing precious seed, offen
amid dizconragement, yet trusting in Him who said:
“T will never leave thee nor forsake thee They are
indeed “ready for cvery good work,” heing teacher,
friend, nurse in {ime of sickness, spiritual guide, in-
deed evervihing to those placed under their carve.
Tlow often they must droop from sheer exhaustion,
and lemg fer a alimpse of Tonse and dear ones.  These
are the {imes when the remembrance that in “the dear

Home T.and, little bands of women and of hovs and
girls are praying for them, give them renewed strength
ad eourage with which to take up the hurden again,
Do not let us fail, dear boys and girls, hut lel us daily
remenher our dear missionaries who are doing such
a noble and Christ-like work.

We are also {o pray this month Jfor missionary
ghips, all ships carrying missionaries, that they may
eseape the perils of the deep and he hrought salely 1o
the desired haven. In all ages the gospel has heen
greatly indebied o ships.  Jesus {ook ship and wout
unto the other side, and when the muliitude camo unfo
Him Tle brake unio them the Bread of Life. Paul.
in his ‘missionary jonrneys, to obey the commands ol
the Holy Spirit, was obliged to “take ship™ and saii
wherever he was commanded to go. And how Gud
cared for him, in mighty storms and perils, and thouzh
ihree times shipwrecked, still God preserved his life!

Gad has wonderfully caved for all missionary ships
in the past, and although some voyages have heen rom
filteen to cighicen thousand miles in lengih, very
seldom have our missionaries suffered shipwreek or
lost their Jives. In zoing to Japan and China there
is a long voyage by waler: the missionarvies on their
way io China having an cspecially long and tedious
journey up the Yang-tse River, sometimes lasting (wo
or three months. The house-boats, as they are
called, are flat-liottomed hoats, 85 feet long to 12
wide. At cach side of a front Jeck, 35 feet long, is a
Jarge var, uged in crossing rocky or dangerous parts of
the river. But usually the boat isz propelled hy
“{yacking,” that is about thirty-five men pull the boat
along from the shore hy means of bamboo rones.
3ack of the deck ave the living rooms, very crowded
and small.  Often the hoat sirikes against a rock and
springs a Jeak, and then the baggage is sure {o he
water-soaked, and the clothing and books damaged.

On {he Paciiie Ccast the Methedist Chureh Tas a
missionary heat, “Glad Tidings.” wnder the charge of
Rev. T. Croshy, which zails up and down the coast,
carrying “Glad Tidings of Salvation” to many a poor
Lenighted Tndian, who could never hear of the Gospel
in any other way. Let us pray also that God nay
Nlesss this little vessel and preserve it for many years
{0 be the bearer of good news to those who know Iim

A. C.W.

QUESTIONS FOR JUNE.

———

What were the last words of Jeaus, and when were they heeded ¢
¥ill yon tell what you know of William Carey ¢

How many missionaties now, and what proportion to the heathen?
What is the want now when many are willing to go?

How many missionaries of our Church now? Of our W, M. S'¥
Where?

What good Work ¢o they do® Do they aver get tired?

What is pletsant, for them to remember?  What must wecdo ?
Who made use of ships to carry the (lospel ?

Do our missionaries go in ships now? Deseribe the huuse boat ?
What little missionary ship on the Pacitic Coast?
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NOTHER blessed Easter 1ime has passed on {o the
“garnered years” Have the brightness and
joy gone with if, or stayed hehind {o gladden

all our after lives? Surely that is what the Masier
meant when He said: “That my joy might remain in
you and that your joy might be full.” TLet us not miss
this precious legacy of our ascended Lord.

Our prayer subject this month is China—ibat
great empire so full of interest to us all. “The sizns
of the times™ ave good for China when the Dowager
Empress has o man sentenced {o death for threatening
the life of & missionary; when she decorates the mis-
sionary and declares by an imperial decree that Chris-
tian missions are promoting good morals in China!

It is pleasant to observe the spiril manifesied Ly
many of the ChineseChristians. A graduate of Pekin
University last session, after having secured a position
in the Imperial Customs Service, voluntarily gave it
up and offered himself for service in the church at a
salary less than one-third of {he lowest he could get
in the customs. His brother graduated last year, and
gave up & position in business of about Rs. 140 a
month to become a preacher at about Re. 14 a month.
What o commment on the talk of those who {ry to «i-
tribute all conversions in China to worldly motives!- -

“No one among the great missionaries of China.”
says The Outlook, “has performed nobler work than
Dr. Griffith John. No one would be less likely to mis-
take the signs of the times.™ Dr. John states, with
areat emphasis, that the authorities ave supporting
the missionaries, and that they call upon all the peo-
ple in streng and vigorous proclamations to respeel
their rights and privileges, and warn t}~ people {hat
violence agninst the missionaries will be foliowed by
penalty of death. Great results from missionary
labour may soon be expected in China.

Let those who snecringly assert, says the Boston
‘Congregationalist,” that missions are a failure, and
that it is an impe:linence 1o offer Christianity to the
ancient civiliations of the East, fake notice that the
present minister of the Chinese emperor at Washing-
ton is & Christian.

Unfortunately for China’s daughters, Confucius
noticeably disliked the “unquiet sex,” and his philo-
gophy has nothing to offer woman but “The Law of
Tive Obediences.” She should obey her brothers, par-
ents, husband, parents-in-law, and, after their death,
her sons. “Women,” the sage insists, “should not be
known outside their homes either for good or evil.”
Consequently ladies in China are never “loafsgivers.”
No St. Elizabeth cver ministered to beggars an('lb]opers,
nor have Chinese prisons bheen Dbrightened by an
Elizabeth Fry. Chinese soldiers never followed a vie-
torious Jonn of Arc nor kissed the shadow of a Santa
Tilomena as she ministered to their dying wants. Tt
is true that China’s muse of history has proved I .
names of some delightful women, “On-fame’s eternal
beadroll worthy to be filed,” but always for their fire-
gide virtues and self-sacriflce in the family—never for
genius or philanthropy. - V.0 Friend.

We are much interested in our voung friend,
Helens True Story, on the next page. That faithiul
minister “builded better than he knew” when he
sought to interest a little girl in foreign missions.
Perhaps from Heaven he looks down and sees with
joy the results of his efforts.

Report from Hamiltoa Braneh will appear next
month,

WORDS OF LOVE AND TRUST.

¢¢ JTF the flood comes and catches us, it will only

carry us up to heaven the quicker.” A little

Chinese boy, Chengsah, said this. He, with his
mother and her two other children, was watching the
waters rise, while the rain came down in torrents. In
the country where tliey lived there is a rainy season,
when dey after day dreadful rains fall. Suddenly,
during these rains of 1893 came an alarm such as 1s
sounded in the great cities when fire breaks out. The
neighbours cried: “Save your children! The flood
is coming! An embankment has broken!” DBut the
mether and her children could only watch and wait,
while everybody around them was screaming and ery-
ing, and the flood seemed just going to sweep them
away. Then 1his little boy spoke these words of love
and trust in his Heavenly Father.

Suppose some dear little child, kncwn to sny one
of us, was in such danger, and his mother’s heart was
aching to see his fear and to think of the angry water
coming nearer and nearer. How glad she waould be
to Imow that he was not afrcid, but was just loeking
across the great flood to Heaven! she would he brave,
too, if she was not brave bLefore.

The flood passed by, and did not carry this mother
and her children away. They are alive, to tell how
sweet: it is to have a Heavenly Father very near when
fear and danger come, aud {o have hiz home all ready
to take us in when the flood carries us out of this life.

[Is it not worth while {» send the Gospel v
China?]} o
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LITTLE JOE’S GIFT.

-

RANDPA and Grandma Stebbins had the Bible
in their home, but they seldom read it. It lay
upon an upper shelf, and the dust was often al-

lowed {o collect upon it. They were so intent upon
gathering together this world’s goods that they found
little fime 1o hink of the world to come. Joe, their
grandson, was a hrave little boy, and they laid by
every penny they could spare in order that they wmight
educate him. Tt was for Joe that they toiled early
snd late. When he first went to school, how proud
the old couple were of the reports of his hehaviour!
No Loy gave less trouble to his teacher, nor was more
loved hy her.

This teacher was a Christian, and she told Joe of
Jesus, and {he hoy's tender heart was touched, and
that evening he ran all the way home in his haste to
tell grandpa and grandma the story. The aged parents
had long been familiar wth it, and they listened, not
untouched by the child’s enthusiasm.

Joe kept the story in his heart, and pondered often
of the blessed Jesus, who died for sinners.

While Grandpa Stebbins was never idle, yet he
had not prospered as many another, and his heart
hardened as he thought of what he would, but could
not do for his boy. When vacation came, Joe, who
was hright and active in work as well as study, said:
“Grandpa, I'm not {00 young to lend a hand.”

So, when grandpa went {o the woods with his axe
to hew down trees, Joe went too, delermined to help.
The cld man was proud enough of the little man who
ran by his side; and grandma, as she watched their de-
parting formns from the window, smiled as she resumed
her knitting—a paiv of warm stockings for Joe.

Grandpa never could tell how it happened, but
when the oak at which he was hewing fell, Joe fell loo,
curshed bLeneath its trunk. One leg must be {aken
off, the surgeon said, and the little fellow clung to
grandma’s veek, striving vainly {o smother the sobs
which shook his freme.

It was a sad household, and Joe, as he lay upon his
bed, strove vainly to cheer the hearls of his grand-
parents.  “Don’t cry, grandma,” he would say; “I can
get around on one leg, and there’s lots of things a
Loy with one leg can do.”?

He made it a rule to spesk to them each day of
Jesus.  In his sufferings, the dear Lord was very near
to him, and he thoughs often and wonderingly of the
life and death of his Saviour.

One day his teacher hrought him a missionary
magazine, and in il was the story of a child who wor-
shipped idols, and when told of Jesus wept for joy,
and said, “Tell father, too.” and turning from the
vvooden image he bowed his knee to the living Jesus.

Joe’s form daily wasted, and his dear ones saw that
his earthly life was short. “Grandpa,” he said one
day, “have I cost you much?” The old man hid his

. 5

face and sobbed. “I want to know, grandpa,” oo
continued, “just how much I cost you in a year ™

“Not much, my boy, not much; not more than a
Tew pounds.”

“Well, grandpa, I am going home soon, and T want
You to give that money to some other boys fo teach
them of Jesus, that they may come to the same Home
where I am going.”

Grandpa sobhed “yes,” and the hoy stroking the
white hairs of his head, said: “Won’t you and grand-
ma come too?”

This is how Joe performed his work for Jesus, aml
brought his grandparents into the kingdom.

Soon the wasted form was laid to rest, but the aged
couple never forgot their promise to little Joe. The
Bible was brought down from the shelf, and cach year
into the mission fund there came the offering of some
rounds, heming the words, “Little Joe's Gifl.”
“Suxpran.”

 —

A TRUE STORY.

OMi. lime in the fortics, the British Wesleyan
Methodist Missionary Society fell short of

funds and got in debt. They did not know
what to do, until some one said, “Let us ask the cliil-
dren to help uws!” So they printed little collceling
cards, and asked the children to give and collect from
their {friends a Christmas Offering. I do not know
what they raised that year, but they astonished the
ministers who had set them to work for missions for
the first time. Kver since the children have been
lielping.  What is now the Conference of N. 1. and
P. E. L. was then a part of the British Conference and
some were sent out here. In a remote country place
in New Lrunswick the resident minister gave a card {o
a little girl of seven years, and he also gave her some
little books about the work and about the leathen
children. Books were very scarce in those days, and
childrer’s papers were cagerly and carefully read, and
the missionary spirit was awakened in that litile heart,
and although the people were poor, and money was
scarce, she presented her little card to all her friends
and collected nearly seven dollars for the missionary
society. What a happy little girl she was when she
heard the minister had spoken of her effort in the
public missionary meeting! The missonary thus
awakened is still alive. She is an enthusiast in the
missionary cause, although more than fifty years have
passed since then, and she has seen and rejoiced aver
the growth of the parent society and the formation of
the W. M. S. and the Mission Bands.

Now, dear Band workers, if such meagre informa-
tion and so little chance for work has had such an
effect, what should we do with our advantages? What
ought fitfty years of experience to do for our Bands?
Who ever may be spared to work for missions for
fifty years ought to do great things for the cause in
New Brunswick.

York Co, NELLIE,
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Address—Cousix Juy, 282Princess Street, St. John, N. B.

Well dear Cousins, the joyful Faster time has come
and gone, and though the flowers, and music and
brightness that came with it may have passed away,
yet your joy no one can take from you, for you have
made the Saviour’s heart glad. Yes, and you have
made many hearts glad and helped to brighten other
little lives. Cousin Susan says, in her letter loday,
“Last time we met we had a lovely time. We return-
ed our Easter Thank Offering.” Of course you had a
lovely time—a time of love.

Dear Cousin Joy,~—This is the first time I cver
wrote you a letter, and so don’t know what to put in.
I took some of the Palm Branches, and thought they
were very nice, and should like very much to take
them. I go to the Mission Band every time they have
it, and it 1s lovely.

From your loving cousin,

fTazen Fercrsox
Fredericton, N. B.
Very glad to hear from our new little cousin.

Dear Cousin Joy,—I have written to you hefore.
I an. a member of the Blackmore Mission Band. Last
time we met we had & lovely time. We returned our
“Easter Thank Offerings;,, and made a total of $5.1%.
After the offerings were given we were much surprised
to parfake of a lovely tea. We then went all to our
homes. I enclose a puzzle, which, if correct, please
publish.

Yours sincerely,
SusaN CREASF,

Dear Cousin Joy,—This is the first time I have
written to the Palm Branch. I think the Palm Branch
is a nice paper {or little ones. My sister and T have a
Mission Box. I live cight miles ; orth of a town
called Moose Jaw. TWe have mno scheol in the winter
here. I go to town and take music lessons once a
week. I have two brothers and two sisters. I was
at our president’s (Flerhie Bellamy's) funeral.

Good hye,

Corme!, N. W, T. Twrrie W Moore

Dear Cousin Joy,—We did not have our mceling
in February on account of so much sickness; but we
had a full mecting this month. We purpose holding
an open meceting with the W, M. 8. Ilope to raise
nice lot of money for the “Herbic Bellamy Tome.™ |
think we are all interesied in 1Xerbie. Poor ITerbie!
It’s well for him he’s at vest.

Your loving cousin,
Delia. Loaxe.

Dear Cousin Joy—1 have written to you before,
but I thought I would like to write to you again, 1
am still taking the Palm Branch. I find il a very
interesting paper. We haven't a very large Mission
Band now. I think I have found the answer o one of
Amil’s puzzles. 1st—DMiss Susan Creaser. I have
made a puzzle, if you think it is right you may print
it.

Your loving cousin,

West Dublin. BESsiE SPERRY.

If Cousin Bessic will send us the answer {o her
puzzle it will go in next month.

Dear Cousin Joy,—This is the sccond time 1 have
written to you. I am a member of the Blackmore
Mission Band. We have a large band, and meet every
fortnight, summmer and winter. I take the “Palm
Branch,” and like the paper very much, especially the
puzzles. I think I have found the answer to the April
number: 1st.—Miss Susan Creaser. 2nd.—I am the

Resurrection and the Life. I enclose a puzzle, if cor-

rect, please publish in the paper.
From your loving cousin,
Ritcey’s Cove Savie Rircey.
[Cousin Geraldine’s letter next month.]

Don’t forget, dear cousins, to write letters and
puzzles on separate papers.

PUZZLES FOR JUNE.

I am composed of 18 letters, .
My 12, 16, 17, 13, is & large town.
My 15, 14, 9, is an animal.
My 1, 3, 2. is a girl's name,
My 9, i, 10, is part of the foot.
My 13, 7, 3, 4, is a large room.
My 6, 7, 13, is what we don't like to hear about.
My 8, 3, 11, 10, is in front.
My whole is what we ail should do.
SApIE RiTeey,

T am composed of 33 letters.
My 12, 18, 27,11, 20, 30, is a boy’s name.
My 28, 4, 5, 6, is a large room.
My 1. 8, 29, 14, is something Jent.
My 12, 22, 4, 10, 13, 21, 13, is o faculty.
My 27, 20, 9, 30, 16, 2, is for a raze.
My 21, 24, 1, 22, is a viver.
My 30, 21, 14, 135, 16, are jewellery.
My 3, 26, 10, 20, 23, is to send forth.
My 19, 13, 15, 17, 7, is the vameof a place.
My 32,26 22, is an adjective.
My 25, 24, 21, 33, is very small
My whole is a good motto for us ali,

Suvsan CrraskR.




THE
WAITING TO GROW.

Litule white trucuses, just waking up;

Violet, daisy and sweet buttercup,

Under the leaves, the ice, aud the snow,
Waiting to grow,

Think what u Lost of queer little seeds,

Flowers and mosses and ferng und weeds,

Uniler the leaves, the ice, and the anow,
Waiting to grow,

Think of the roots gotting ready to spout,
Reaching their slender, brown fingers about,
Waiting tv grow,

Nothing so small or hidden so wel),
‘That God cannot find it and presently telt
[tis vun where to shine and his rain where to go,
Helping them grow.
--{The Kin lergurten,

Letter from Rev. Itr. Kiiby.

Dear children of the Palm Branch:

1 said to myself, “now I'm going io write io the
Baster numher of the Pelm Branch,” and then {he
young lady who calls at my house with our favourvite
little paper came in with the April number, and that
was the Easler number, and I was in the same fix ihe
fuolish virgins were when the hridegroom came. )

Surely it's true:

“Naught treads so softly as the foot of time.”
I had missed the chance to write on the greatest
event the world ever witnessed, the Resurrection of
our King, Jesus.

So what can I do now? Weli, I am going to write
something about Raster doings in our church. I mean
the Easter not-doings—for we never had an Easter
gerviee in our church on the usual day for that festival
of the church.

Nomething happen-d to the heating apparatus of
our church, so it was closed all day. Ne preaching! No
music! No Sunday-school! Just {he right kind of
an experience to make us think of those who have no
churches, and no Easter sexvices.

I was expeeting to preach to the women of the W.
M. N. that Sunday night, but I had to give it up.

However, T was bound to do something missionary,
so on Monday I went to the Mission Band and we had
a grand time. Singing, recitations, dialogues, ele.
Then T was allowed to speak just as many minutes as
there were people in the Ark. T felt so sorry we did
nat have any services on Sunday, so T said, *Now I am
going te give a cent to the collection™ for every one who
was out to sonie service on Sunday, and up went as
ramy hands as the day of the month when the water
dried up from the earth after the flood. However, I
didn’t mind that, hecause 1 knew the Mission Band
would be that wuech better off.

Well, on Tuesday our W. M. 8. held an open aux-
iliary at the residence of one of the members. So I
went {o that, too, (of course T have a right {o go: 1 am
@ member of the W. M. S)), and we had a fine time
there. T ihought, no wonder they love the mission
vork, why they know all about it.  “Watch Tower™ re-

ports were most inspiring, and the whele proceedings =»
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were enough to make us say what the disciples did
after Jesus left them at Emmaus. Then they asked
me to speak, and said I would have as many minutes
as there were golden mice sent back by the Philistines
with the Ark of God; and I {felt talking to the women
about the events of John XX. was most enjoyable.
Then the collcetion, and I felt so thankful to he there
that I gave a cent for each year of the age of
Amaziah when he began to reign, and when 1 had
tolalled all T gave, I found that if I had been Neho,
and had as many children, I just gave a cent each for
them, or a cent for each year of Azariah's reign—or a
cent for each day that it took to re-build the walls of
Jerusalem.  After all this we had refreshments and a
very pleasant time, and then went homle, almost wish-
ing we could have a men’s missionary sociely on the
same plan, and could get the men as much enlhused as
the women are on this subject of missions.

Dear me! I have filled up all my paper, and I have
only just got through two missionary meetings this
week yet.

Well, never mind, by the time yon have found out
the thinzs from the Bible I have mentioned in my let-
ter I shail be back again with something else.

I want the children of Palm Branch {o find out
these numbers, and to the.first Mission Band in N. B.
and I E. I. Conference which sends the correct ans-
wer, with seriptures marked, to Palm DBranch (losy
Corner one dollar will he given to its funds.

By your friend,
. W, J. Kimeny.

[Mr. Kirby's kind offer is to the Bands of N. B.
and P. E. I. Conference. It is to Bands in country
places, not to city bands, and not within twenty miles
of St. John. Yon see the answer is to be sent to
Palm Branch, and one so near would reach St. John
too soon to give all a fair chance. The child finding
and sending the first correct answer to the whole will
seenre the dollar for the hand to which he or she be-
longs, Tt must he won hy a band member and a sub-
sertber to Palm Branch! 'These are the conditions.
Who will fry?]

{The Chirese Habit of Doing Things Backward.

1. In America when two gentlemen meet thev
raise their hats and shake cach other’s hands; in China
{o raize the hat weuld be an insult, and each man shakes
his own hands.

2. When a friend or relative dies they wear while
mourning instead of black, and allow themselves to
become dirly instead of keeping themselves clean.

3. When they address their friends they use the
family name fivst: thus, John Smith in China would he
addessed Smith John.

4. We build the hest side of the honse {oward
the street: they build the windowless side ontward, and
throw all the dirl in the street. :

3. The streels in American cities are aboul xix
inches lower than the sidewalks: in China they ave
bailt up (wo feet above the sidewalks.—Exchange.




8 THE PALM BRANCH.

LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

—————

N. B. and P, E. I. Branch.

As the quarterly report cards come in, we are glad
{o note that & number of our Bands have held publie
meetings, and that many speak of increaced interest
aud show a good average attendance.

ST, JOHN.—Excelsior Msgion Band gained six-
teen new members lust quarter, and is doing excellent
work, Much credit is due the young officers of this
Band. ) S il

MONCTON.—“Help a Little” Band reports an
average attendance of thirty-three, and deep interest.
1t held a good concert in March.

CHELTON.—'The Sceretary writes:—*Our Band
is stuall, as there are only a few children in the distriet,
but we are trying to do what we can.  We meet in the
achool-house immediately after school, and have a fair
attendance. We had a public meeting @ short time
ago—collected $5.62. We made an wutograph quilt
and then the Band bought it for $1.25 and presented
it to our pastor’s wife.”

The Chelton Branch might serve as an object les-
s for other places where “there are only a few chil-
dren 7

EERWICK.~~A member writes: “As  Golden
tule Band is, I believe, one of the youngest bands in
our Branch, a few lines from us may be acceptable.
We have now over twenty members, and have met
twice a month ever since we were organized last fall;
meeting alternately at the parsonage, Berwick, and at
Mys. BE. Tolkins'. Centreville, about a mile distant, in
order 1o give those at Snider Mt. the opportunity to
atiend.

Last Saturday, Mrs. Deinstadt invited us, with our
parents and friends, to a most enjoyable entertainment
and five o'clock tea at the parsonage.

An excellent programme was rendered by the
members of the Band; not only the larger ones as-
sisting, but the tiniest tols taking part in recitations
and motion songs, Miss Deinstadt accompanying the
children on the piano. We were then invited to the
dining room, where tea was served on small tables,
presided over by members of the Band. We can
heartily recommend this form of eniertainment to
other Bands, as we believe if parents were occasionally
invited to meet with them they would be more inter-
ested in their success. We are beginning to be deeply
interested in missions, though we had thought litile
or nothing abeut them till lately.

We arce all glad to receive Palm Branch, and wish
we conld get it twice a month, it is such a help (o us.

We hope to have a public meeting at Easter.”

Nova Scotia and Newfoundiand Branch.

Halifax Noxth.—The seccrefary of “Reapers” Mis-
sion Circle write: “We are having very interesting
meetings, although so many of the older members have
left us to join tho auxiliary, that the work now falls on
the younger ones. We have given up having concerts,
bazaars, ete., {o raise funds, and depend entirely upon
systenmatic giving. The small envelopes are used, and
each one contributes monthly as much as possible.”

The ‘Gleaners’ Band report regular attendance
and five new moembers. The lessons for the past
quarter have been chiefly on China.

Yarmouth.~—The “Earnest Gleancrs™ Band, re-
organized last year, have added thirteen to their num-
ber. They support a little girl in he Crosby Home.

We are glad to welcome another Band. On
February 10{h the “Little Gleaners” Band was organ-
ized at Sydney with fourtcen members.

The work in this Branch for the last quarier has
heen most encouraging. Meetings are being held
more regularly, with larger attendance, and quit: a
number of new members have been enrolled.

Marcia B. BRAINE,

Band Secretary.
124 Tower Road, Halifax.

Montreal Conference Branch,

Miss
writes:

The Rosevier Mission Band of our village has
areatly increased during the last year and there are
many carnest workers in it. 'We noticed your sugges-
tion to put the members in for officers and decided to
ade pt it.

We have a president, a vice president, a secretary,
a cormresponding secretary and a treasurer, assistant
treasurer and a look-out committee. The president and
secretary are married ladies. We decided to iake the
first five dollars we earned and make 2 little invalid girl
a life-member.  We held a meeling at her house this
summer, and she was very much delighted and invited
us to come again.

In our band there are about twenty-five members.
We have a ~-ry bright look-out committee, and we
hepe to have more.

Carric Palmer, Coresponding Secretary,

Toronto Conferance Branch,

Meaford Mission Band writes:

Our Band is prospering nicely. We opened the
mite boxes at our March meeting and realized $+4.43.
We feel quite encouraged as we have had the hoxes
only six months.

The Allandale Mission Baud has changed its name
1t is now ealled “Aorning Star.”

Maple Mission Band, of Thoraburg writes:—The ™
interest is good. There were but threc members
absent last meeting.




