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For many years a huge tbree-decker 84 gun !
wan-of-war was moored off Gray s, nearly oppo- |

site Gravesend on the Thames. [tis probable
that in its time it had been engaged in many a
confliet ; but its duty for some years had been a
more peaceful and pleasing one. Some good
friends of the pauper boys of London had
picked them up from the gutters, police stas
tions, and other haunts of misery and vice,
taken them to this giant vessel, and they were
being frained to become Kngland’s future sea-
men. Krom ragged, gaunt, and wretcbed
street arabs they had been transformed into
strong, healthy, hearty and well-disciplined
boys, under charge of Captain Bourchier, of
the Royal Navy, assisted by a stafi of school
teachers and officers.

A few weeks ago while one of the boys was
in the oil-room, he let fall a petroleum lamp ;
it rolled along the floor, and theé oil was spilt.
The fire caught and spread, and in a few min-
utes the flames had enveloped the vessel, driv-
ing the youthful defenders from every van-
tage ground whereon they attempted to make
a stand against it. 'When the boys were beat-
en at every point the command was given for
each one to save himself as the boats gould
not be launched, their suspending ropes being
burnt through. Down the sides the many
boys scrambled, others jumped directly into
the water ; some swam to shore, others to the
“ Gloliath’s”” boats, which had- dropped into
the river, many to a large tank barge
near by. Nota few heroic acts were done,
The ship's champion swimmer,Marling; saved
the lives of geveral of his companions ; one lit-
tle fellow threw his arms around the captain’s
neck and asked to be allowed to die with him.
A juvenilelientenantnamed Boulton wasgiven

charge of the tank barge,and held it by a boat-
hook close to thevessel while many of those ja
the water scrambled into it. Some of the
smaller boys,and perhaps larger ones too;stried
to paddle away from the burning vessel to the
shore, but the noble fellow said that he was in
charge and that the tank must be held where
it then was till no longer needed. He was, it
is said, the means of saving the lives of nearly
300 of his companions. Six in all were drown-
od, a schoolmaster named W heeler and five of
the boys. 'We cannot but allude to the brave
action of the Captain’s wife and daughters.
Mrs. Bourchier jumped. into the water a dis-
tance of twengy-two feet, and was picked up
ingensible ; her daughters climbed out of their
cabin windows and down the ship's chaine; the
younger one swam to a boat and-gave some
asgistance to the officers, and the other to the
ghore. The*“Golistli” wag burnt down to the
water's edge; but the Lords of the Admiralty
offersd another vessel to take its place; a
pumber of gentlemen get on foota subscription
list to make good the officers’ losses, and per-
haps before this reaches our readers, the boys
maybe again performing their duties and
learning their lessons on a vessel as good as
-~ the “Goliath.” i

The illustrations on the first and fifth pages
repregent two scenes in the boys' lives. In the
first, they are picking the pocket of a stout
rich old gentleman who represents John Bull,
while he is at the same time giving them good
advice; in the second the noble little fellow
Boulton is holding the tank to the side of the
burning vessel with his boat.hook, while the
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flames threalen every moment to envelop him.]
The . change in position and character isa
great one. It is in the power of our

and gitls every day to do actions asiGble as
that of Boulton's. Perhapsso one will ever
knowof them butthemsslves and God. - Every

“evil desire curbed’is a noble deed,— for want of

the curbaig, hundreds of lives have been lost ;
overy temptation resisted s a noble deed,—for
want of such resistance thousands of souls have
been lost; ‘every kind act done, or kind word
spoken in its proper placeand time, is a noble
deed,~by them thousands have escaped
temptation, and thousands have been ditected

sense,—every one of you can,and opportunities,
are everywhere. The following account from
Punmch might do for recitation at some
common school or other entertainment: —
A dirty, foggy morning 'twas -

Grg; loomed close a-lee :

| The watch was holy-stoning decks

" As white as decks could be: ;
There were five hundred workhouse lads
A training for the sea.

“Goliath” was a giant-hulk

* Built in the days of yore:

And more than one small David
‘Upon her books she bore.

No iron in her; knees of oak,
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to Heaven. Boys and girls, be noble in this |
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The belk-had jast strubk half-past eight,
A« broke the winter's day—
the main.deck "twas dousing glims
_And stowing them away.
Oh that new-fangled paraffine!—.
‘Whale-ile’s the stuff, I say!

Yanng Loeber had thelamps in charge—
A steady boy, I'm told—

Oneon’em burnt his fingers, till

He bqglldn’t keep his hold; . .

Down fell the lamp ; a‘ﬁng the decks
The blazing oil it rolled S

: umps ! —
I could cry like a fool

To' read how them lads mwustered all,
Asg if for morning school.

In their sky-larking at Christmas

|- 'They wasn’t half as cool.

I%\_hwrd of Balaclava— (
But thoge were bearded men,

And these were little fellows,
Most part ’twixt twelve and ten,

Some calls ’em gutter-children—
Gtod bless our gutters, then !

The Capt'n he was at his post
g A e

Axd not one officer oc lad \
But knew and kept his place

\ he fire must win the race, %

| Mst of the little ehags could switm:

ey mads

And oak-heart at the core.

Bat, swim or not, t

S

“«Pire 1" Beatto quirtotsl” « Man'the
: ? an: _.earth. They called their funny shoes sandals.”’

. |ddvery
“1 the sch

h goon "twas plain as plain could be,
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And kept their lines as regnlar
As soldiers on parade.
Bouchier had wife and girls aboard—

< But by them lads he stayed.

| Till when the pumps no longer sucked,

{  Boat-tackles scorched, in-board :

Ship lost ! No lowering the boats!
The Captain gave the word,

“ Leap from the ports: swim, them that can:
The rest, trust in the Tord !”

One little chap hung round his neck
A blubb'ring, “Burnt you'll be.

Jump over first~—and then we'l jump”’
“No, no, my boy,” says he.

* The skipper’s last to leave the ship—
That is our way at sea.”

| So young and old their duty did,
Like sailors, and like men: "
There was Hall, and there was Norrix,
And Gunton, Tye, and Fenn—-
Who swore he'd save the woren,
And did i, there and then.

The Captain’s wife jumped thirty feet—
Needs must whenJWuIl,::n d.riv{;@—~et
Hand over hand—in sailor style—
His daughters saved their lives;—
Brave girls you see, and well brought up,
The stuff for sailors’ wives!

" \NOg the tanks-barz o bw
e s

The flames flared out, the pi

Yawned like a fiery grave;

And some set up the ery, “Shove off !~
Lads will like lads behave.

But Billy Bolton’s boyish voice

‘Was heard—“ I’m mate in charge
There's room enough for plenty more ;
.Hold on there with the barge.”’—
That Billy Bolton may run small,
The heart in him looms large.

But I can’t tell you half the tale—
How, when they got ashore,
The kind, good women kissed and hugged,
And stript the clothes they wore,
To wrap the boys, asmothers will— .
Or what is mothers for ¢

There was a little soldier lad

His shipmates come to see,

He’s gone, and some half-dozen more,
And Master Wheeler, he

Is with them little lads in Heaven—
All rated there A. B.

ToLusTrATION IN PRiMARY-Crass TEACHING.
— If you should ask me, “What are the best
helps to gain attention '’ I would reply, the
use of apt ‘illustrations. One hot summer
day I was trying to give my class an idea of
an ancient sandal ; but the children Were far
more interested in making mischief than they
were in the lesson. I stooped down quickly
and taking off the shoe of a little girl who sat
near, held it up, saying: “Here is Annie’s
shoe. If it had no buttons on it, and wasno-
thing but a sole with strings to-tie around her
foot to keep it on, it would be much like the
shdes eused to wear when Jesus was on

e was fastened upon the shoe, and all
were interested and instructed. —

88 Dimes.

iy “Xo=

ssionary in the Micronesian Islands,
Rév: e, Stirgis, has b

; has been much annoyed and
found his work much obstructed by tobacco-
smoke. Among the natives; father, mother,
- children, all smoke. . He has hit upon a plan
which proves to bea good corrective. “When
it comes to the communion,”’ he+¢ invites the
tobaceo-users to sit in & group by themselves.”
Such moral suasion we are assured,  quickly
brought some of the ‘chiefs' to an abandon-
ment of the filthy and baneful habit.”" - If
this plan of grouping the tobacco-users to-
gether by themselves works well. for the re-
formation of converted hesathen from an evil
habit, why not try it among tobacco-using
Christians here? ‘We commend the subject to
the thoughtful consideration of pastors and
church committees.

LY
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’I;IF A B C OF THE OPIUM TRADE.

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN MR. ANDREW ALWORTHY,
OF ALBANY, NEW YORK ; CAPTAIN BENJAMIN
EROAPFOOT, OF BRISTOL, ENGLAND ; AND MR.
CHONG CHING CHEW, OF CANTON, CHINA.

(From the Family Friend, English.)

When Mr. Alworthy emerged from the
saloon, and mounted the stairs leading from
the main deck, he found the poop of @h'e:
p. & O. Co’s splendid steamer « Manchuria
deserted, except by the man at the wheel and
u quartermaster. Amidships, the ofticer of the
watch langnidly paced the bridge from em}'to
end. Forward, a sailor sat astride of the jib-
boom on the look-out. The sailors of the
watoh crouched under the shadow of the
boats. Now and then the black bust of 8
Sidhi-boy, or the head of an English engineer
swarthy with coal-dust, peered out of the
stoke-hole for a breath of the hot air, only less
heated than the fierce atmosphere of the en-
gine-room. It was two o’clock on an August
afternoon in the Straits of Malacca, and at
that hour in that situation it was certainly
much more comfortable to be sitting in the
saloon, where the rest of the passengers sat at
long tables, under the breeze of the punkahs,
which little Hindoo boys, with gay turbans on:
their heads, kept continually in motion. But
the score or so of gentlemen and the three
ladies who were his fellow-passengers, were
all engaged in playing whist, save two who
_ were deepl interested in & chess combat.
Now Andrew Alworthy did net understand
cheass, and cards he hated with a hatred worthy
of his Puritan ancestry. It was not that he
objected to innocent amusement. No one was

& greater favorite with the young folk than he.

But he detested gambling ; and could not com-

prehend how persons who supposed theniselves

to be hounest and honorable people could find
b e ey WO UIOLE UWIL DY UIE CHATEE of
the dice or superior skill at cards. However
small the stakes, to want to win another’s
money by gambling seemed to him a plain
transgression of the tenth commandment.
Besides, he felt aggrieved that this unworthy
ocoupation had brought to an end an interest-
ing conversation in which he had been en-
gaged, with an old coffee planter from Ceylon
and a Chinese merchant. So he left the un-
congenial society below, for the quiet solitude
of the upper deck. The sea was perfectly
calm ; utter stillness reigned around, broken
only by the dull “thud, thud” of the screw.
The quiet, the heat, and the process of digest-
ing tiffin gradually weighed down his eyelids
as he léaned back in his cane chair, and his
head was just beginning to sink on his breast,
when a passing footstep roused him. He
looked_up, and the back of a portly well-dress-
ed Chinese, leaning over the bulwark, and
gazing seaward, presented itself to his vision.
The sight of a Chinese was still a novelty to
the American traveller; so he gazed with
much interest at the bare head, the shaven
skull, the patch of black hair on the cerebel-
lum, from which depended the long plaited
queue lengthened by silk braid to reach the

s of the satin shoes, and bisecting the plain
white robe of silken ganze, which was of so

fine a texture that the embroidered garters
could be plainly discerned through it. Pre-
sently the  Chinese turned. round, and sur-
veyed Mr. Alworthy as steadily ashe could
without seeming impertinent, for to Mr.
Chong Ching Chew, erst of Taileung, in the
g:ovince of Canton, now one of the most
urishing merchants in Singapore, it was a
marvel that u white man should prefer to sit
on the hot deck in the daytime. Mr. Al-
worthy did not leave him long v wonder in
pilence. Mr, A. had left his snug fireside at
Albany to see the world, but not only to see
the world ; also to hear what the world had to
say for itself, and, still more, to cross-examine
the world, and extract the world’s honest
confession of its real condition. Here was an
opportunity not to be neglected. The @hinese
empire comprehended within itself “one-third
of the world ; and there were eertain matters
affecting China in which he had the deepest
interest. e rose up and with a courteous
wave of the hand invited the new-comer to
take the nearest chair. Chong, not having
been accustomed to receive much politeness
from Earopeans, this unexpected courtesy
from & stranger struck him as an agreeable
novelty. Lightly folding his hands one with-
jui the other, he returned the American’s
salute by shaking them gently to the accom-

it for twenty years.
in the Missionary

NORTHERN MESSENGER.

« You speak English " said My, Alworthy.
« A little,” replied Chong. “ 1 have tried
I learnt it when a boy
College at Hong Kong.”

« Ah ! then you are a Christian "

« No,” said Chong. “I have a great res-
pect for the religion of Jesus ; but T am not a
Christian. 1 was to have been baptized while
I was im the college, only my parenis and
friends opposed it ; and persuaded me togo to
Singapore, to see the world and earn some
dollars. I have seen the world and T have
earned my pile of dollars, and there is no fear
of my turning Christian now.” |

Mr. Alworthy was taken aback. Himself a
fervent believer in the Gospel, and a devoted
advocate of missions, he had inspected the mis-
gion chapel at Singapore, had listened t) the
singing of the children in the mission sciool,
had watched the printing press at Avork jro-
ducing Testaments and tracts, and all amd a
glow of enthusiastic hope ; but this was the
first time he had been in conversation with a
Chinese who could speak English. And now
that he had met with one, how sad the disay-
ointment ; once a mission-scholar, once i
almost Christian ; now hardened and defiant}
It took him a minute or two to get over the
rebuff. Then he resumed in a gadder tone: |
« You say that you have a great respect for
Christianity, and yet thereis no fear of your
becoming & Christian, -1 don’t quite under-
stand you.” ]
Choig perceived that he had. vexed his
questioner ; and hastened to apologize by many
compliments to the ¢ noble and excellent reli-
gion of the Europeans ;’ the ‘¢ admiryble pre-
cepts of Jesus,” and soon ; and to excise him-
self by the plea of the pressing cares of 'y large
business, and want of leisure to attend tosuch
thiflgs. But Mr. Alworthy, though surprised
at the fluency of his new acquaintance and
pleased at his encomium of _Christianity, was
too keen an obgeryer—of human nature not to
perceive that thie man was now only speaking
from his throat outward. 8o he began to turn
his flank in this way :(—

« Confucing, I have heard say,
left many admirable precepts of human

« Confucius,’ said lthe Oﬂﬁel‘ ;"b,r"l’;‘z' r
though about to pick up the glove - &g
ha} gthmwn down. But he ch ‘l“e“»h'gs:}:;
and went on in a milder tone: oneldt ave
b ooy g the_vestorn TG00,
All religions are excéllent. They
object—to promote virtue.”’

“ True,” said his assailant. ¢ But they have
not all the same power of changing th¢ heart,
and saving from sin.” i

“ I do not think any of them h¢s that,” re-
plied Chong. It seems to me ihat/ all na-
tions are pretty much alike. Tlere are good
and bad amongst all. I don’t see gny who
carry out sincerely the teaohin"s'olzt o reli-

has also
moral-

haye offe

gions they profess.”

« What have youto say againit O
asked Mr. Alworthy.

«The people down below ire Christians,”
said Chong, tapping the deck with/his foot as
he spoke ; “ yet they are al gambling, and
just now they wouldn’t givene a seat. I saw
a lady purposely spread out her skirts to cover
the vacant end of a bench J was spproaching,
while she smiled furtively at her opposite
neighbor. I remember rerding in the Bible
th]s;t Jesus said, ¢ Tove thy neighbor as thy-
“ .) ” ty

Mr. Alworthy recalledthe feeling of aver-
sion with which he had himself fled from the
sight of the absorbed ard-players, and felt
embarrassed. He retarned /'to tlie charge
however : — : o

« These are only nominal Christians. I
America, in the church I belong to, we wou
not.own a man who ylayed cards as & Chris-
tian brother ; and as for this incivility toward
you, I can only say that I regard it as most
unchristian. But sutely you know some real
Christians on shore now ; the missionaries for
instance.”

«Yes,” replied Chong, “ the missionaries are
good men, but then they are paid for it. The
merchants of Singapore, too, are miost of them
respectable men, ~They try to make money a8
fast as they oau, and to keep within the law
just.ae Ldo.”

“ }'v{ish,” sighed Mr. A., “ I had you a¢
my guest fora month at Albany. I could in-

stians 7"

troduce you to some Christians there. T could

take you to see our places of worship, our
schools, our hospitals, our benevolent institu-
tions for the poor, the aged, the widows and
orphans. I could show you thousands of
happy hemes, where cleanliness, industry,
virtue, and atfection testify to the reality of
the reiigiou they profess. You should stand
by the bedsides of the dying, who are passing
away,-some in peace, others with trinmph on
thejr tongues.  After you hdd seen all this, T
am gure you would ackuowledge there is a
power in Christianity you never imagined be-
fore. Bat at least you will admit that Chris-

paniment of a profound bow. Then they
simultaneously seated themselven side by side.

tian nations, as wations, are better than
heathen nations 7’ {
“They are bettér off,” answered Uhf“&

:

!

e

i\

with a smile. ¢ They are richer, cleverer, and
stronger, I grant. Butif you mean they carry
out the precepts of Jesus, I cannot allow that.
‘What did you come and make war upon my
country for ¢
“ My nation

never made war upon yours,’
Mr. Alworthy replied with warmth. I am
a citizen of the United States. The American
Government has always pursued a pacific
policty in Asia.” :

« 71 beg your pardon,”
« We Chinese generally look t
faced people as one nation. But the English
are Christians too, I suppose. Why did they
destroy - our ships, bombard our towns,
slaughter our soldiers, even shoot down old
men, women, and children in the streets ?
My uncle’s shap just inside the East gate of
Canton was pulled down, with the whole
gtreet in which he lived, just to make &
military road ; and the poor man was ruined
by it. Was that worthy of Him who said,
¢ T.ove your enemies 2’ "’
Tt is very sad-—ver;
that is past now. We
have entered upon a new era, I hope.
shonld let bygones be bygones.”

« T don’t know what you mean by bygones,”
said Chong ; “ but you know the canse of the
%rat great war between England and China, T

returned Chong.
upon all white-

sad indeed ; but all
ave treaties now, and
You

suppose,

“Yes,” seid Mr. Alworthy, with reluctant
hesitation. * Yes- T know—it was opium.”

« And do you call opus g bygons? Why
it is going pow in larger quantitiea than ever.
We ourselves are taking it with us at thig very
moment. Do you know how' many chests of
opium thete are under our ve feet ¢”

«No,” plied the perfectly downcast Mr. A.

« Thers are eleyen hundred and thirty
chesta on voard this steamer, sir: and those
oleven hindred and thirty chests of opium
.were mady by you—no, I beg pardon—b the
Fnglish @overnment of India, sir. 1t is
Ohpistian (pium which we are taking with us
to China. It is 1 8 lendid demonstration to
my poor henig idolatrous countrymen,
how much e great Christian nation of Eng-
land loves hem !”

Y (To be Continued.)

'I‘EMB\RANCE IN MAINE.

Governor Dingdey writes as follows in the
Christian Mirror “»Ouar-own observation, as
“well as the very @éural testimony of others,
satisfies us that the dbwse of temperance has
made much greater pPrirress in Maine than in
any other state, and tha its condition to-day
in~ this state is more ‘avorables than at
any previous period in Gr history. Not
on{y is the law which praibits drinking-
houses and tipplmg-shops mon genara,uy and
effectively enforced, and the number of
sugpected dram-ghops less than %ag been the
case at any time since iton became
the policy of the state, nearly twenty-five
years ago, but also, as would be mturally

| there is a livelier temperance sentiment, nore
| genéral temperance work, and fewer indicatisns
of intemperance, than have ever existed hers
before, and very far.inadvance of anything we
have ever observed elsewhere.

Within_a few months past we have trav-
elled in Maine every week more or less by
rail, and visited various parts of the state, 2n,
we have hardly seen any indications of a dram=
shop or an intoxicated person. Gentlemen
whose business requires them to frequently
sm over the state inform us that in the rural

istricts they rarely discover any signs of a
dram-shop or observe an intoxicated person;
and that even in the cities, where there is a
foreign element who have come to us
the looseness of views on this subject
prevalent In other countries, the condition of
things in this' respact is much better than in

similar cities outside o1 +hg gtate. A gentle
resident in Canada, who s hersd g,ejud’ﬁ,ﬂ

against our policy of treating awqm.
not long since stated to us thatgafte: ;ﬂ‘ﬁ’,”
several weeks in this state, and making it in
his way to be present at large public gather-
ings, he was willing to confess that he was
astonished to see so little intoxication, and
such an apparent absence of open dram-
ghops.
7é do not undertake to say how much of
this is due to the fact that the state is largely
iral and has but few considerable cities; or
‘how much to the fact that so small a propor-
tion of her population are of foreign birth ; or
how much to the fact that her people are
generally of Puritan stock and principles ; or
Low much to her good fortune of earnest
temperance workers among her most influen.
tial citizens: or how much to the fact that the
churches of the state have for years earnestly
and actively led in temperance work; or how
much to the influence of twenty-five years of
almost constant prohibition of dram-shops by
law. Whether one of these causes has exert-
gd an overshadowing influence, or all united
ave produced the result, the fact is patent to

expected as a condition of such a state of hings, P

2 suffer. These are

than any other state in the Union, avnd entitl-
eg'to bear on her bauner the motto of leader-
ship.

‘While we are able to bear to our friends
in other states so cheering testimony as to
the temperance progress thus far made in
Maine, we desire at the same time to remind
our brethren that there still remains, and
always will remain, a great work to be done
here.  What has been accomplished should
encourage us to labor even more zealously in
the future. There is work to be dome in
further lessening the pressure of the tempta-
tion of the dram-shop, and, more important
still, constant work to be done in inculcating
those principles which give men the strength
to resist the temptation that can mever be.
wholly removed. In this last work the church
should take the lead, not only for the reason
that it is her privilege as her duty to bear a
conspicuous part in every great moral worth,
but also for the reason that it is when one is
brought into personal union with Christ that
he finds himself the most effectually prepared
to resist temptations.

THE MAORI AND THE MAINE LAW.

Some years ago Mr. Roebuck, referring to
the Maori war, expressed his belief that all
the aboriginal races were destined to disappear
before the Bnglish emigrant, and he seemed
to think that this was a wisely ordered dis-
pensation of Providence, designed to supplant
savage races by a highly civilized one. But
is it so certain that the aborigines are always
savages and that Englishmen are always
civilised? We have our doubts about. it
after reading on the one hand, the reports of
the recent aspizes, with their deeds of brutality
80 atrocious that the judge who presided st
Birmingham declared he had been so sickened
that he would never come there again; and on
the other hand, the article in the Cornkill
Magazine desoribing the Maori of Lake Taupo.
The writer of the articlesays that he entertain-
od a chief, Pohipi by name, and he ¢ proved to
be a teetotaler, for the question of total abatin-
ence is agitating the Maori as it is oceupying
the attention of so great a portion of the
English-speaking world. That temperance
would be the greatest of all good things for
the natives of New Zealand no one is more
convinced than thenatives themselves: —Tu the
¢King' country, governed entirely by native
laws, the sale of ¢ grog’ is prohibited; and it is
discouraged wherever the influence of the
native chief prevails.” Grog includes all
kinds of intoxicants, and petitions against its

.sale are frequently sent up from natives to the

Oolonial Parliament. One of these petitions
is quoted, and a very remarkgble document, it
is. Here is a - passage from it; and who that
reads it will not admit that the highly civilized
wife-beaters of the Midlands and the Lan-
cashire cloggers “_ha.ve some,t'hmg ¥ Tonin
from these Maori savages?’ Thus they
lead : —

« A petition from all of us whose names are
signed at the foot hereof to x_xll the members of
the Parliament to grant this request of ours
for some law to be passed by the Assemply
and the Government affecting this evil thing
grog, which is destroying us, 80 that a stop
may be put to drinking among the Maori, for
that is at the root of the evils under which we
the evils. It impoverishes
us ; our children are not born healthy, becayge
the parents drink to excess and “the child
suffers ; it muddles men’s brains, and. they in
ignorance sign important documents; ang got
into trouble thereby. Grog also turng ghe
intelligent men of the Maori race into fools,
Again, grog i8 the cause of various diseages
which aftlict us ; we are also liable to accidents,
such as tumbling off horses and famng .
water ; these things occur through drunken.
Tt also leads

ness. on men to take impy, oper
liberties with other men’s wives. Tt alg, jg
the cause of men fighting with one anothey.

In fach, there are innumerable gvils hroye¢
upon the Muwori_race by grog. We ther:fgre
;ak for a ver¥ stﬁs{;gtrx_'f law mi;o be pagsed to
eep nway the evil thing from th
altogether." o Vi e
This is something more Stringent
than the Sunday Closing Bill wa’himlx\e]sz1
Roebuck expressed his intéftion to «gpit
upon.” No wonder he desired the exegm,fa
tion of the savages who are 50 degraded qg ¢,
want & new Maine Law.— Westery Ma,y‘i\,u
News, December 28. ¢

Horacr GREELEY ON PROHIBITION. — Hy,
Greeley, ¢ founder of the New York T,-ibunanf
in a letter in the New York ITudependent : '
titled “ Twenty Years of Prohibition,” iy '1,;7!3; 2
wrote: “ When 1 came to New York 1‘;;
August, 1831, lottery placards clothed walls
and filled newspapers far more than theatricals
did. Now they are rarvely seen. Liquor, in
Maine, is advertised and dispensed furtively,
if at all, as lottery tickets are here. And as
not one ticket is sold here now where ten would

every candid obgerver that in tle t
movement Maine has made groatmxl:-z?g;g

be if lotteries were still tolerated hy law, 80 it

is with liquor in Maine."”
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THE NECESSITY  FOR USING RIPE
SEED.

Twenty-five years ago, when the Meshanock
was the potato, by careful selection, and b
planting only the blossom-ends, we increased
its earliness fully a weck, the yield being quite
uniform in size, and free from blemishes. For
twelve years we made no change of seed, and
kept the standard good. Thiswas accomplish-
ed by setting aside a certain portion of the
crop, from which the seed was to be selected.
That from which the seed was again to be
saved was carefully sorted, and the balance
planted for market. Thus wealways had seed
that could be depended on.

The same plan was adopted with seed corn.
None but the ripest and fairest ears were
saved for seed; and this, again, was sorted
carefully, the selections being used for the
seed crop, and the rest planted for marketing.
So the best. of any given variety of grain may
be selected by throwing it across a barn floor
from gide to side. The heaviest and plumpest
seeds will fly farthest, and if saved and pass-
od through a sieve that will retain only the
largest grains, these may be sown for the seed
crop, and the rest for marketing. Thus, ina
few years; you may have crops of superior ex-
cellence, and at comparatively light cost. But
in no case must any seed be gathered until it
is fully ripe; for as surely as like produces
like, so surely will immature seed depreciate
the quality and diminish the vigor of the plant,
until it finally becomes a prey to every disease,
or climatic conditions unfavorable to growth ;
and it perhaps eventually diesout entirely, to
be supplanted by something new.

Take wheat, for instance. If perfectly ripe,
the starch and gluten is in its best state for
being absorbed by the dyoung plant, giving it |
vitality and vigor; and the brav, or skin out-
side, will retain its shape for a considerable
time. If the seed be unripe or shrunken, the
plants come up weak, and never become as
vigorous as they should.

There is no doubt buta great deal of trou-
ble from the attacks of ‘insect depredators
ariges from this lack of vigor in the growing
plant ; and this is essentially true as respects
its ability to resist fungus attacks and other
disoases. Sy M 4

Up to about thirty %iﬂts ago, grain was not,
harvested until ripe. en came the mania for
harvesting wheat while in the dough state.
The evil increased nntil the reaction came, and
now this species of insanity has pretty nearly
run its course, It is true that the bran on
wheat so cut will be thinand light; and it is
as true that the wheat will be soft and the
flour sticky. ?

The bran from ripe wheat is thin and tough,
and from unripe wheat is dry and brittle.
Ripe wheat grinds freely, and, when ground,
in soft and elastic in the hand, and gives off a
pleasant smell. The flour absorbs, and con-
tinues to absorb water freely upen being mix-
od and kneaded, and the loaves of bread, when |
baked, are light, moist and saft.

" Unripe wheat, when ground feels dry, and
is more like meal. It lacks the pleasant odor
of ripe wheat, absorbs but little water when
kneaded—for, the granules being hard, the
water lies around it ratherthanin it, and when
baked, the loaf is dry and hard. =

Therefore in saving seed grains, it is the
wisest economy never, under any circumstances,
to save for sowing any but the most thorough-
ly-ripened samples.— Chicago Lribunc.

TREES FOR SHADE AND ORNAMENT.

“ For a list of trees to set along the borders
of a street in a city or village; or along the
highways in the couniry, I would rank the
first the Sugar or Rock Maple (dcer saccher-
inum). It is 8 noble-looking tree when fully
grown and makes a dense shads, so-acceptable |
in a hot day to man or beast. The only ob-
jection to its being popular for this purpose is
ite slow growth. DMost people are impatient
to have on the start a tree that _w111 grow up,
like Jonah's gourd, in a single night ; and
discard this for seme quick.growing kind—
like Poplars or Cottonwood, for instance—for-
getting that, while these quick-growing trees,

like soms fast people, grew, flourish, and have | ¢

their day, the Hard Maple continues to grow

- and rear its stately head and stand asa monu-
ment to the memory of him who in his wisdom
transplants it, 4 ‘
“Noxt to the Mapls I would place the
White Elm (Ulmis. Americana).  This is
gometimes od the Weeping Elm, and is
roally a beautiful tree, and perhaps more uni-
vergally used for atreet purposes in the Nurth-

need not, here give a description of this mag-

.quainted with its habits and growth. A row

Y | many. Yet I would advise its culture, on ac-

 takes hold of the body of the tree and weaves

| stock.. Their various wants shonld have at-

will | brutes do suffer meverely in winter. in

ern States than any other single variety. 1

nificent tree, as you are all undoubtedly ac-

of trees alternately Maple and Elm have a
very pleasing effect. Next in order comes the
White Ash (Frazinus Americanus). 'This tree
is not as large in its growth as the two former,
but excels them in the rapidity of its growth,
and makes an excellent, shade-tree; its main
and only objection being its habit of dropping
its leaves in early fall. The Linden, or more|
commonly-known Basswood ( Zilia dnmericana),
makes a beautiful shade-tree ; but its tendency
to sucker or sprout makes it objectionable to

count of its beautiful foliage and fragrant
blossoms.

“ For a quick-growing tree for street pur-
poses, rightly managed, I would not discard
the Soft Maple, White or Red (deer dasycar-
pum and Acer rubrum). These trees have re
ceived congiderable abuse for a few years past
—1I begin to think unjustly ; and they have
been required to take a back seat in some lo-
calities, for their tendency to breed or harbor
the borer, a pest that is destroying them in
great numbers. . And here let me record an-
other little item of observation and experience.
1 have never yet, in a single instance, seen a
tree of this species that was in any manner
afflicted with the borer that was standing
where it first grew from the seed ; or, in other
words, had never been transplanted. With
these trees the sap begins to circulate very
early in the spring, as soon as the frost
leaves the ground, just the time we begin to
transplant. Now, in my opinion, the trouble
lies in the act of taking up the tree: In most
instances, after the operator has digged around
the tree and cut off its roots to loosen it, he

it back and forth in such a manner that it has
a tendency to foosen or break the inner bark
of the wood, about, two feet from the ground;
which in time produces decay, and the borer
commences his depredations. In most if no
quite all trees which I have examined I ha
found that decay and the borer commenced at
that point; hence my conclusions. - It is ‘a
subject well worthy of our investigation, for
I dislike very much to have so worthy a tree
¢ go to the bad’ through no fault of its own..
“ There is another quick-growing tree that
I would like to mention in this connection—
that is the Box Klder or Ash-leafed Maple
(Acer negundo).  ¥rom what I have seen of it
in my grounds, I think very favorably of it.
Its main objection, so far, isits very ‘,mgg
growth; hence its tendency to grow crook
or sprawling, as it were, being in a measure
top-heavy while young, and apt to bend oyer
and remain 8o unless straightened and
up.- 1 have it o0 AL e =
“The foregoing « ines my list of stew
and highway treed. 1 have purposely left vut
the Poplars and Willows, as I consider none
of them woﬂgkg for that purpose. You will
also perceive that I have left outour nailive
Oaks and Hickories. Not that I con
them unworthy, by any means; but from the
fact of the dim‘m%ies attending their trans-
planting. If any of you are so fortunate as
to have any of them growing on the line of
your streets or highways, orupon your lawns,
or even in your door-yard, however small it
may be, please let them remain, and not cut
them down, except for a cause, for it will
take years to replace them, however rapid
they may bein growing.”’—By F. 8. Lawrence,
in “ Report of Wisconswn State Horticultural
Society.” :
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Rrevrariry iy Feepine.—It is very com-
fortable in cold weather to sit by a warm fire
Many who have the care of stock dislike to
leave warm quarters, and cling to the fire-
place, letting half hour after half hour pass
by, while the hungry stock are shivering and
hun%ering for food and water. In thus wait-
ing for food and water, an animal loses flesh
rapidly. Brutes are the best time-keepers in
the world. They know the very minute their
food should be supplied, and are disappoi

if it does mot, come. The stock breeder, there-
fors, shoulc that regularity and prompt-

ness prevail in the care and management of

tention at the very minute daily. If hired
men will not be promptin taking oare of atock,
if they don’t sympathize with brutes in winter,
they ought tobe discharged and more hiimane
men employed in their places, poor

warm barns and stables they can hardly keep
warm in cold weather, but if left out of doors,
42 Mitanan.san theyt shotid b i wifh s
are intense, and they sho fod wil ®
mgtﬂnﬁtzhbf clock work, and fed all they can
eat, and-they will require at least one.third
more food to keep up .animal heat than the;
would if kept in the stable. All stock shoul
haveshelter. It is cruel to leave it exposed
to the rigors of winter without shelter.—Bural
World,

' Tt Bugr Brewn or Fowrs.—The question
ik often asked :  * Whioh is the beat breed of

ted | that is to supply, prematurely, his place.—

e,

l‘vfl ESSENGER.

d to the satisfaction of all fowl breeders, be-
gause there are so many different opinions on
this subject. One man has bred light Brah-
mas, and he thinks he cannot be excelled;
another has the dark Brahma, and he thinks
that breed the best; while another likes the
Leghorn, or some other breed, above all others.
It depends on what your objectis, whether
eggs alone, fowls for market, or both fowls
and eggs. Very large fowls are unprofitable
as layers, if the eggs be sold, because their
egys are so large. A dozen small eggs will
sell for as much as a dozen large ones, as eggs
are eggs whether small or large. As layers
only, the different varieties of Lieghorn and
Hamburg fowls, probably cannot be excelled.
But for dressed, market poultry, the light and
dark Brahmas are unsurpassed ; and as layers
they are considered by many to be in the frrst
class, and even the best of all breeds; but (it
will not cost so much for feed 10 produc’ecne
hundred eggs from some 6f the smaller birds,
as from the larger ones. For general use it is
safe to say, that the light Brahmas stand at
the head of the list of dunghill fowls.—N. Y.
Observer.

Housk Prants.—Most of our plants are in-
jured by toomuch heat. Fof a general collec-
tion of house plants it is not best to allow the
thermometer to be above seventy, and if they
could be kept in a room where the thermome-
ter would usually not range much above sixty-
five it would be the betfer. Inthe night-time
fifty is high enough. Give a little fresh air
every fine day,and all the sunlight attainable.
An effort should be made to give moisture to
the atmcspbere for our own good as well as
the health of the plants. This can be donein
various ways by evaporating water, but when
plants are in a separate apartment, like a little
green-house, it can be done more convenient-
ly and effectually, although this separate apart-
ment be only a bay-window, with glass-doors,
separating it from the living-room. In this
water can be kept by syringing, and a moist
atmosphere preserved. The temperature with
this arrangement can be kept lower than
would be comfortable in the living-room, and
the plants are saved from dust and many evils
which we manage to endure and live, but
which generally prove too much for the plants.

Surrr on A FArM.—8heep are undervalued
by the mass of landholders, as a means of keep-
ing up the fertility of the soil and putting
money into the pockets of the farmers, The
moment one begins to talk of sheep husbandry,
the listener or reader begins to look for wool
quotations alone when there is talk about the
profits of farming. Sheepon a farin yield both
wool and mutton. They multiply with great
mpidityl. They are the best OP farm scaven-

ers, “cleaning a field” as no other class of
- will. 5@6;% as%ﬂ f?ac’k to the farm
more in proportion to what they take from it
than any otheranimal, and distribuse it better
with a view to future fertility of the soil.
Prove this. There is no need of proof to
those who have kept sheep, and know their
“habits and the profitsthey yield. To prove it to
those who have not-had the experience, it is
necéssary they should try the experiment, or
aoceﬂpt the testimony of an experienced shep-
herd.—N. Y. Herald. . %

How rto Taxr Cari orF A Homsk Team.—
The treatment of horses is an art, and but
little understood g'envm‘ielg, and where under-
stood not always practised, so that our horses
are pretty well abused animals. This is not
only wrong; butaloss, and a considerable one.
Treat a horse well always, from colthood up,
and it is remarkable how much labor may be
gotout of him. Treat him, first, kindly ; never
overfeed him, particularly with grain. Have
a warm ventilated stable for him, soft and dry.
Feed him regularly; keep him clean ; and
never overstrain him, not even once. He will
then be a servant for you for a long time.
You will get from a quarter to a third more
timé and labor out of him, and this the same
horse already practised and broke to your hand
not needing to be renewed in the young horse

Dumd Animals.

TrEASURY DEpartMuNT WHITEWASH.—The
receipt for whitewashing sent out by the
Lighthouse Board of the U. §. Treasury De«
partment has been found by experience to
answer on wood, brick and stone nearly as
.well ag oil paint and is much cheaper. Slake
8 half bushel of unclaked lime with hot water,
keeping it covered during tho process. Strain
it, and add a peck of salt, dissolved in warm
water; three pounds of ground rice put in
beiling water and boiled toa thin paste; one
‘half-pound powdered Spanish whiting, and a
pound of clear glue, dissolved W warm water,
mix these well together, and lov the mixture
stand for several days. Keep the wash thus
prepared in a kettle or portable furnace, Nﬁ

i

¢
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a quart of warm water and pours a little down
her throat followed by a gentle hand rubbing
on the outside of the neck near the seat of
the trouble. Sometimes two or three doses
were required ; usually one was sufficient.

—'The American Chemist says that a Western
farmer discovered many years ago that wood
could be made to last longer than iron in the
ground. Time and weather, he says, seem to
have no effect upon it. - The posts can be pre-
pared for less than two cents & piece. This is
the recipe: Take boiled linseed oil and stir
into it pulverized charcoal to the consistency
of paint. Put a coat of this over the timber,
and, he adds, there is not a man who will live
to see it rot.

DOMESTI—C.

—Ag the sun gets more powerful, the plants
in the greenhouse and windows should be
looking at their best. During cold nights a
thin cloth or newspapers thrown over house-
plants, will protect them from being chilled.

— Insects must be looked after, else they
will soon over-run the plants. Fumigate at
least once a week, to kill the green fly, select-
ing a time when the house is not too moist.
To destroy the red spider, it is only necessary
to sprinkle the plants thoroughly once or twice
every week. Mealy bugs must be destroyed
by hand-picking.

— A good receipt for apple bread is the fol-
lowing : —¢ Weigh one pound of fresh juicy
apples ; peel, core, and stew them into a pulp,
being careful to use a. porcelain kettle or a
stone jar, placed inside a kettle of boiling
water ; mix the pulp with two pounds of the
best flour; put in the same quantity of yeast
you would use for common bread, and as much
water as will make it a fine, smooth dough;
put it into a pan, and place it in a warm
place te rise, and let it remain for twelve hours
at least. Form it into rather long shaped
loaves, and bake in a quick oven.”

Bruaxraer Puryrs.— Beal up two eggs very
light, adding to them one quart of sweet milk,

and a little salt, until it is of the consistency
of waflle batter. Bake quickly in tin puff
pane.

Cavy’s Liver Broingp,— Cab the liver into
thin slices, wash it, and let it tand in salt and
water for half an hour te diaw out all the
blood. Season-with ealt and pe pper, and broil,
basting frequently with butter Either fried
or broiled liver is more delicate if, after it is
out in slices for cooking, it is pa ‘boiled in salf
and water. ¥

Ricumonn Barrer Caxes.— Two cupfuls of
gifted flour and one of cornmeal, thre. cogs
beaten separately, made into a batter ‘with
buttermilk or sour milk, in which a tea-spoon-
ful of soda has been thoroughly dissolved.
Pour upoun a greased griddle from & apoon, and
allow the cakes to have the thickness of good
buckwheat cakes.

MounTaTN GINGERBREEAD.— Beat until cream-
od and perfectly light half a pound of butter
and a quarter of a pound of sugar. Add to
this one tea-speonful of cinnamon, cloves,
and allspice mixed, and about one-fourth of
the flour, which is a ¢uarter of a pound alto-
getber. Whisk six eggs very light, and stir
in by degrees. Mix together half a gill of
new milk and three gills of molasses, and stir
in glowly. Add gradually the rest of the
flour, and beat all well but lightly together.
Add one table-spoonful of saleratus prepared
ag in the following recipe, and one pound of
raising, seeded and chopped. Bake in square
or round ting, in a moderate oven.

Rice Warrres.—One cupful of rice boiled
done, three cupfuls of flour, throe eggs, one
tea-spoonful of soda, and & piece of lard or
butter the size of a walnut. The ingredients
must all be prepared separately, for negligence
on the part of a cook will prevent the success
of any recipe. Be sure to beat your eggs very
light. See that every particle of soda is
thoroughly dissolved, and that after it is add-
ed the baking be not long delayed, lest the
effervescing properties of the soda be destroy-
ed, and consequently the cakes heavy. This
batter may be used in waffle-irons, or else
gizked like flannel cakes upon the open grid-

6.

Inpran Pupping.—An inexpensive pudding
can be made of Indian meal in this way :—Set,
one pint of milk on the stove. When it
boils, add four table-spoons meal, wet in a lit-
tle cold milk, and a liftle pinch of salt. Let
it boil ten minutes, then pour it into the bowl
you are going to bake in, and add one quart of
cold milk (this cold milk added is what makes
the pudding juicy, and ignorance of this is
what spoils so many Indian puddings), one

when used put it on as hot as possible w
either painter’s or whitewash brushes.

~— Theeditorof the New England Farmer says
he has fed many bushels of apples to his cows
and young oattle the past season. In case of
choking, the animal i turned loose in the yard;

fowla?” That question will never be answer-

and, if rellef is not obtained at once by wmov-

tea-spoon good cinnamon, sweeten with mo-
sges or brown sugar to taste, and one egg,
ing care not{o add it when the mixture is
t00 “ot, or the egg will be cooked, and ths
pudditg yuined. If you want it a little extra,

add oueyglf tonwoup of raising.  Put it in ths
oven, h“%q it as hot as for bread.

ing around, he uses a spoonful of soft soap to .

and gradually creaming into it sifted flour .

—~p
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BLES.

(From the Sunday Magazine.)

CHAPTER VI.

How hot and heavy the sun-
shine used to feel to Janet as it
poured in at the uncurtained win-
dows all through the long sum-
mer days! No fresh sweet breeze
seemed ever to come into that dull
narrow street ; no sweet familiar
country sounds ever reached the
child’s ear. Instead of the songs
of birds in the tree-branches, in-
stead of the soft lowing of the

cows in their meadows, she only |

heard now the rattling of carts
over the stony streets, the shout-
ing of costermongers’ boys, the
voices of rough children at play;
instead of looking out on grass
and trees and flowers, she had
nothing to look out on but the op-
posite unbroken line of dull brick
houses.

Ah, if she could go home once
more, and see the little house
again where she had lived, and
play again in the sweet quiet
fields, and hear the birds sing as
they had been used to sing be-
fore her father died, in those
happy summer days! Such a
longing to weturn to it all used
to come at times to Janet that
now and then she would -even
try to talld about these dear old
times to Dick or Jack or Bill.
“Obl I wish I could take you to

g - v
gee our house!” she would some-
times say. ** It was sucha dear
little house. You can’t think
how pretty it used to be.”

“ I wonder what you would
think of our village, Dick, if you
were there ?”’ she said one day.

It was a hot August afternoon,
and Dick, extended on the floor,
was lying kicking his heels in
the coolest place that he could
ﬁnd:

“H'm—1 daresay it's a rum

place,” he replied. “ A beggar-
ly old place, father callsit; but
if it’s cooler there than here,
I’d be off to it, if I could, like a
shot." ¥

“1t is never so hot there as
here,” said Janet eagerly. “There
is a little river, you know ; and
always down at the river there
is a breeze ; and there are woods
with great trees in them, and
vou can lie under the trees and
be so cool. Oh, you would like
it, Dick! There are such love-
ly things there. Such flowers !
"Think of having roses growing
all round the windows! And
squirrels! You would like to see
squirrels, wouldn’t you?” sad
the child coaxingly, trying s0, 1
her longing to arouse Disk's 1n-

NORTHERN
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to think of the sort of things in
that sweet home of hers that he
would be likely to care about.
“You would never get tired of
watching the squirrels, Dick.”
But Dick began to whistle a
tune, and would not get interest-
ed about the squirrels, He|

was not an imaginative boy; he
did not care to try and picture
those delights that were beyond
his knowledge and his reach.
He began to whistle, and then, |
when he bad done whistling—
“I wish I'd a pocketful oo
aranges,”’ he said. “Wouldn’t I

MESSENGER.

AL:TE'I; Wli\iAéON’S TROU- | terest in whatshe was talking oit; |when the day came. So it pass”

‘ed without notice from anyone,
i There were no lessons for Janet
during these months; mobody
'had time to teach her anything,
jor cared about. teaching her.
|Her uncle, indeed, soon after she
went to live with him, had said
something about sending her to
school.

“T suppose we shall have to
do it,” he had said to his wife,
“though it’s very hard upon us.”’

But Mrs. Mason had answered
quickly —

“] don't see why we need
bother our heads about it. She

“PM MATE IN CHARGE.”

go into them if I had!” And
the attractions of these oranges
whose charms were familiar to
him quite outweighed poor
Janet’s squirrels in her tree-
tops.

On one of these hot August
days Jauet’s birthday came. She
had said a week or two before to
Jack, who had been having a
birthday of his own, ‘¢ You are
just five years older than me.
You are thirteen to-day, and I
shall be eight on the 14th of
Augnst”; but neither Jack nor

¥

can read and write, and [ don’t
know what she wants with any
more learning than that.”

“ Well, she may wait a little
bit, perhaps, at any rate,”” replied
Mr. Mason; and then =othing
mort was said, and of course
Janet did not go to school. ' She
was useful in the house, and it
was a great deal better; Mrs.
Mason thought, to be making
beds and dusting rooms than to
be taking money that you had no
right to out of other people’s
pockets that you might learn

anybody else remembered that

histéry and geography, and half-

| Bi

a dozen other things that would
never help you to earn your
bread. Mrs. Mason had not
learned much history herself in
her youth, and had never felt the
want of it, and she naturally
argued that what had been no
loss to her would be no loss to
Janet. Letboys go to school, for
a good education helps to start
them in the world ; but what need
a girl want to know except to
read and write, and add up a line
of figures?

Janet could read fairly well,
and often still in spare moments
she would try to solace herself
with poring over the torn pages
of her old familiar story-books.
How well she knew each little
tale! How manv a recollection
they brought back toher! There
were some rough little woodcuts
to them that she and her father
had colored: on the flyleaf of
one ragged volume there was a

| picture that they had made to-

gether. How well she recollected
the day when they had done it, —
a cold white winter day, with the
snow upon the ground. She had
sat beside him at his tablé, and
he had drawn it with his arm
about her, It was a [picture of
the little church she knew so well,
with the snow upon its roof, and
on the graves in the churchyard.
Perhaps as he drew it he had
known that before another year
had gone the snow would be

{lving upon his grave as it 1ay on

those others there ; but Janet at
least had not known that, The
sun was shining out of doors on
the white ground, <Oh, how
prettyit is! I wish the snow
would come ever so much oftener
than it does. Papa, don't you
like it ?”’ the child had said.
Had they all passed away for
ever—those dear, calm, happy
days? . Janet would sit some-
times dreaming over her torn
books, tillin the midst of her
dreaming her-aunt’s sharp voice
would come, and make herstart up
with a guilty feeling. One day
when she was reading to herself,

| Jack, inthe innocent playfulness

of his nature, came up on tiptoe
behind her, armed with the tongs,
and, making a rapid plunge with
that powerful  weapon, seized on
the volume as it lay on Janet’s
lap, and, securing’ it firmly be-
tween the two prengs, liffed if
up in the air high ahove her
head.

“Oh!” cried Janet piteously,

and sprang to her feet. ¢ Jack
don’t! Please don't!” "
But at this appeal Jack only

retreated, and daneed a dance of
triumph upon the ‘hearth.
“Make a bonfire of it,”. said
I, who was present too,
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“QOh, no!  ©Oh, you won’t!
Oh, Jack ! ” cried Janet, bursting
into tears. '

«« See if I won’t then! Hold
her back, Bill ; pinion her ; that's
right. Now then, one—two—
three!” And as Jack said
“ three !’ down he dropped the
poor little volome amongst the
red -coals. "

She was such a quiet little
thing at most times, perhaps
neither of the boys was quite
prepared for the scream of agony
she gave as she saw the book she
loved drop down into the flames.
Bill was standing behind her,
pinioning her, as he had been
ordered to do, and Bill was so
startled by her cry that he let
her escape from his hold from
pure amazement ; and in another
mstant Jack too was utterly con-
founded, for before he could

. . _believe his senses a great blow

struck his big ears that very
nearly updet his balance, and then
the next moment Janet had
caught her charred and half-burnt.
book out of the flames, with a
bitter pitiful sob that might have
gone to the boys’ hearts if they
had had hearts to be touched by

. anything. She clasped her black-

ened book in her arms, and
wrapped her pinafore round it to
extinguish the burning, and
sobbed as if her heart wonld
break. The boys looked at one

amgther, and then turned away

with nather sheepish faces.
“I'm sure it's hardly a bit

< worse than it was before,”” Jack

said contemptuously  after a
moment or two, looking back over
his shéulder. “It’s been all in
pieces for ever so long. You
needn’'t make such a fuss overit.”

But Janet returned no answer.
She sat down presently at the
window, and leant her head on
the sill, and laid the book
against her cheek, as if it had
heen some poor wounded thing.
If they had tried to kill a living
ereature that she loved, would
she not have felt just as she felt
then? Jack went to his lessons,
and sat over them whistling with
rather a perplexed mind. His
ear was tingling yet with the
blow that Janet had given him,
but to do him justice he did not
bear her any malice for her blow.
Perhaps the vigor with which
she had bestowed it on him had,
on the contrary, inspired him
with a touch of respect for her,
For, you see, these rough boys
had got into the habit of t.h3nk-
ing her such a poor-spirited
thing that she would bear any-

thing from them, and  they:
trampled upon her to a large

extent, just because they be-
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lieved that she was too timid
and cowardly to stand up for
herself. But now, at last, she
had stood up for herself, and
Jack, as he buckled himself to
his arithmetic, felt something
almost like regret that he had
tried to teaze her so. He had
not wanted to hurt her; he had
only wanted a bif of fun. How
could he have supposed that she
would care so much about a
stupid old book ?

In the course of that evening,
some hours after the burning
had taken place, he presented
her with a piece of lollypop as a
peace-offering. She had long
left off crying by that time; she
had carried her book upstairs,
hidden it amongst her clothes,
and she was sitting in the kitchen
hemming dusters for her aunt.

Jack sauntered to her side,
and took a very moist packet
from his trousers’ pocket.

“ Youmay have a bit of that, if|

you like,” he said, untwisting
the paper, and displaying a
brown glutinous stick, in that
uncomfortable state of dissolution
which some sorts of sweetstuff
always fall into in summer.

“Oh! thank you,” answered
Janet hesitatingly, looking at
the = offered gift with mingled
feelings : *

“It’s too sticky to break.
You’d better bite a bitoff, " said
Jack. :

So then Janet advanced her
mouth, and Jack with great
solemnity held the stieck out to
her, and she bit. But her teeth
stuck in the substance, and it
being very limp indeed, and the
reverse of brittle, Jack had to
work it up and down before they

could get the bit she desired to |

eat parted from the rest.

“It getssoft in this weather, ”’
said. Jack apologeticaly,  butit’s
coming now. There; that’s it.
You'll have to lick your lips,
though.”  For in wrestling over

'the business of separation, no

small amount of treacly matter
had got daubed over Janet’s
mouth. :

“Ob, yes,” said Japet, trying
to extricate her teeth.

“It’s good, ain’t it ?” enquired
Jack. ]

“Yes, very good.” © b

“They always have good lolly-
pops at Chubbins’s. I'll show
you the shop some day, and then
when you get a penny you can
buy some.”

“Thank you,” said Janet, not
at all seeing her way to avail
herself of this opportunity, bnt
grateful, nevertheless, for the
information. '

And then Jack nodded, a.n.d,

s T
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returning the moist parcel to
his pocket, went back again to
his lessons, and, to tell the trath
and give him his due, felt rather
more comfortable than he had
done before. For, if he had
been a little unkind to Janet,
had he not done his best now. to
make it up handsomely to her?

‘“She didn’t take much,”
thought Jack to himself, with
some natural congratulation, and
then for a moment the ques-
tion presented itself to. him
whether a high sense of courtesy
might not demand that he should
offer a second bite to her; but
after a little consideration he
rejected this suggesion as alto-
gether absurd and quixotic.
“She'd have taken more if she’d
wanted it,”’ he said to himself;
and this was so reasonable a view
of the matter that he dismissed
it from his thoughts, and ate the
rest of his lollypop as those do
who have an easy mind.

Perhaps of the three boys
Janet liked her cousin Jack the
best. She was the least afraid
of Jack. - Rough as he was, and
selfish as he was, yet sometimes
he. took her part when the
others were vexing her, and ouce
or twice he even gave a blow or
took a blow for her. One night
he threw an ink-bottle at Bill's
head when Bill was teasing her
uliarly-irritating way
in which Bill loved to tease.
The child was laboriously darn-
ing stoclings, and Bill, with a
pair of scissors in his hand, was
standing behind her back, snip-
ping her cotton in two, over and
over again, whenever she had got
a needleful of it drawn through
the hole that she was mending.
She had moved from one seat to
another to try to escape from
him, but he had followed her
wherever | she went, she had
triedy to slip from the room, but
be had leapt forward and stood
against the door, clipping the
air with his scissors, and making
grimaces in her face; and at
last, when for about the twentieth
time he had triumphantly cut
her thread, she had burst into
tears of helpless vexation. She
had all these stockings to mend
before she went to bed, and how
could she do them ? how could
she get through her work unless
somebody would speak to Bill?

“ Oh, baby !”” shouted Bill, as
soon as he saw her iears, and he
immediately began himself to
sob, and to stuff his kauckles
into his eyes.

« I say, Bill, you let her alone.”
cried Jack at this stage of the
business. : '

Jack, naturally unwilling to
interfere with his brother’s sports,

b

had hitherto taken no notice of
Janet’s distress; but he lifted
up his head now, and uttered
this admonition in rather a
belligerent voice.

“ Let her alone yourself, " re-
plied Bill defiantly.

“¥ ain’t touching her,” said
Jack, with indignation.

“I don’t interfere with you,’
said Bill -And then snip went
the scissors again, and in two
again went Janet’s thread.

“Oh, it’s too bad! ‘Ob, how can
you? ” cried poor helpless Janet,
and burst into fresh tears as Bill
broke into a great langh.

““ Now, stop that!” shouted
Jack, savagely. “You've been
going on long enough. ”

“I'll go on as long as I like,”
retorted Bill, and put out his
tongue in the direction of his
brother,—not, I am afraid, in
sign of respect.

“You will, will you?” said
Jack ; and then—there was a
small stone ink-bottle standing
on the table, and Jack seized it
and hurled it at Bill’s head.
Bill ducked, but the missile
struck him on the crown of his
head, the ink poured over his
face, and Bill howled.

“ Oh Jack ! ” cried frightened
Janet, and jumped up, and let
all the stockings fall upon the
ground.

“] don’t care, ’’ said Jack with
affected indifference, and propped
his elbows on the table, and ap-
appeared to deep in his lessons ;
but, in spite of his Took of abstrac-
tion, I suspect his heart began
to beat rather fast as he heard
his mother’s voice upon the stairs.

“ What mischief in the world
are you up to now? Which of
you has been spilling the ink?
Jack, is it you?” eried Mrs. Ma-
son, and as she asked her question,
without waiting for areply to it,
she smote Jack on theside of his
head ; for Mrs. Mason was fond
of rapid punishments, and a lit-
tle wholesome boxing of the ears,
even before a fault was proved,
never to her thinking did any
harm, but often very much the
reverse. ° st £

¢ Yes—he threw the ink-bottle
at me,” howled Bill, holding up
his ink-stained face.

“Jack !’ eried Mrs. Mason in
a terrible voice, and the next
instant a series of blows began
to fall thick as hail on Jack’s
devoted head. ,

“I'll teach you to throw ink-
bottles! T’ll ink.bottle you!”
cried Mrs. Mason, crimson in

’.‘

the face, ol -
_“I've igot all the ink in my
eyer!” whined Bill.

{0 BE CONTINUED.)




The Family Circle.

SHEPHERD SONG.
[ From the German of Uhland.]
BY MARY E. ATEINSON.
O winter, tiresome winter,
Thou makest the world so small !

Thou shuttest us up in the valley,
Tn the house imprisonest all.

And if I ever go over
My fair-haired love to see,
Scarce through the narrow window
Can she satch a glimpse of me.

If T pluek up courage and venturo
In at the cottage door.

She sits between father and mother,
Nor lifts her eyes from the floor,

O summer, beautiful summer,
Thou makest the world so wide !

As we climb the grassy mountain
It broadens on every side.

And if on the cliff you are standing,
My sweetheart dear and trus,

I oall, and the echo repeats it,
Yet nobody hears but you.

And if close in my arms I hold you,
On the glad, free mountain height,
Nobody sees us, darling,
Though the world is allin sight.
—Christian  Union.

A TRIFLE SAVED.

Jane and Bdward Rands have been married
some years, but when they commenced house-
keeping Edward’s means wero very small, for
he received but a moderate salary as a clerk ;
aud his wife had to tax all her powers in mak-
ing both énds meeb.

TLike those of other people, the Rands’ ex-
penses have inoreased ; yet, by observing the
zolden ruleof never having anything unless
* they oould pay for it, they have kepbout:of

de !

bt.

It is half-past four o’clook, and Mrs. Rands,
who has been spending an hour with a sick
neighbor, folds her work and hastens to get
tea for her husband and children.

At the olose of the day when the little ones
go tired but happily to bed, the husband and
wife sit down for a quiet chat. ;

It is the hour that Edward and Jane prize
most of all ; in this hour the bread-winner con-
fides to his helpmeet all thelittle anxietios and
hopes conneocted with . his business life ; and
Jane encourages and sympathizes with the
toiler in her own quiet way.

« Mr., Hudson has promised me a rise at
Christmas,” says Edward.

Jane smiles as she answors, ¢ That is some-

thing pleasant to look forward to.”
-« ] was wondering, my dear,”’ conbinues
her husband, ¢“if, in any way, we could
aqueeze out_enough money to buy you your
long-wished-for sewing machine " :

‘Jane shook her head as she answered, ‘

« T think not, it would straiten us too much
——we must wait a bit longer.”

But_as she spoke a tiny smile curled the
Gorners of her mouth—as if a pleasant thought
was running through her mind-—and she sent
a quick glance at her husband which..said as
plainly as possible,

« Ah 1 T have my little secret. about that,”
bub the gmile died away a8 sheasked anxiously ;

«What is the matter

Edward Rands was sitting with knitbed
brows and cloudy face. His wife’s voice
roused him, and with an attempt at easé he

said

« Matter ? nothing; I was thinking of
something I did to-day, I'may as well tell you,
for there should be 10 secrets -between hus-
band and wife.” . ¢

« Whatis it, dear:?”’ she quostioned quistly.

Tdward shifted his position uneasily before
he began.

. «Well, I did something out of my usual
line to oblige a friend. As I was going along
Fenchurch street, I met James Cox ; you
know he’s & very old friend, we werp boys
together ; we had a cha.tgeand,. to maks a lon,
story short, he's in'a little trouble and want
to raise some money. ke and his wife have
boen living too fast, U'm afraid.” 2

« He wanted to borrow of you . interrupt-
ed Jane, anxiously. b >
- Oh no, dear | heonly wanted me to bechde
seourity for him for ten pounds, a mere ter
of form, he said , just to put my n toa
bill ; he'll pay it When it's due, f-¢ then he

_will have the money.” : 2

| fully
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« And did. you ?—have ‘you ¢’ enquired
Jane, hreathlesely.

« Well—yes, dear—he is such an old friend
I couldn’t say No.”

Jane spoke not'a word of reproach, bub the
look of care and trouble that settled on her
face caused her husband some pain ; but what
was done could not be wndone, so he tried to
malke the best of it.

« Tt will be all right,” said Edward, cheer-
« I wouldn't have had anything to do
with it if T had thought otherwise.”

« No, of course not.”

But though Jane kept her fears to hexself,
hér husband knew they were there, and he
longed to take her to task for all her dismal
thoughts. !

“Though it will be no laughing matter if
James does not takeitup,’ hetheught tohim-
gelf : * where to turn for the money I shouldn’t
know.”

Jane's face became graver and graver as the
time for payment drew near. . She had heard
of similar cases where those who had become
gecurity had been let in for the amount, and
whese homes, in consequence, had been broken

up. |
PThe night before the bill was due Xdward
was a little excited and irritable, and Jane had
to tax her every power in soothing, and in
making things appear 'as smoothly as usual.
« Good-bye, dear!” said Edward next morn-
ing, as he stopped to give his wife her usual
kiss, * make the most of your fears to-day,”’
he added gaily, * for to-night I hope they will
all vanish.” :
Jane tried to smile as she breathed fervent-
ly, «“ Ah!—I hope 80.”
The day lagged! How Jane trusted and
hoped !
« Hasn't father come home yet ?” and a
little wondering face pushed open the parlor

| door.”

« No, dear ; but tell Janey and Nellie to
come in to tea ; we won’t wait any longer;
father’s late to-night.”

The voice was very gentle, and the children
little guessed the load of anxiety that their
mother was suffering, s

Fea over, the children koon went to bed,
and Jane's fears increased with every houf.

« At last !”” she said, as she heard his well-
known step coming. up the gravel-walk—his
step certainly, though muchheavierthan usual.

Jane's fears were confirmed when her hus-
band walked past her ; and sitting down—with-
out noticing the cosy little tea that was pre-
pared for him—he covered his fape with his
hand as he murmured— s

« T'm let in for it, Jane—they’v8 come npon
me for the money ! and I've not got. it, you
know—1I"ve not got it !’ -

Removing his hand,
gard-looking eyes. ~ o

Jane placed her arm soothingly round his
shoulder as she said in soft tones—

« Don’t afflict yourself, Edward, dear, for
you did it out of kindness.”

“ Kindness !” he repeated, impatiently ;
“ gall it weakness ! Is it kind to beggar you
and the children for the sake of another who
has no claim upon me

« We shall not be beggars,’ she answered
softly. :

"4 No, true ; not’ as long as I can work for
you! But what is to be dons, Jane ? the
money must be paid !, There isbut one way—"
he stopped and Isoked anxiously into his wife's

ho disclosed two hag-

face. 3 :

« What is that, dear ?”

He hesitated. Ho knew how proud Jane
was of her home, and he guessed the pain that
the sacrifice he was about to suggest Wo
cost her. ; :

« The only way to get out of this trouble is
by selling a part of our home.”

Jane's face flushed, but her husband con-
tinued firmly,

« Tf the sum had been heavier #// musthave
gome ; but, as it is, s part will satisfy the de-
mands ! Can you make this sacrifice, J‘ane P

As he spoke he stood up; and placing his
hands on his wife's shoulders, looked search-
ingly into her eyes. .

For the moment there was silence ; for one
moment, Edward was k?t in suspense as to
| whether he should find his wife the willing
help-meet he caloulated on or no. i

Then, while the light - brightened in Jane's
oyes, and with the swoelest of smiles on her’|
lips, she answered, / 7

« Quite willing, dear husband, to-do that,
and much more for your sake, if necessary ;
‘but it’s not necessary-—~it’s not necessary at'all,
dear Hdward " she repeated .warmly ; and
slipping her zand into her pocket, ahe pulled
out a littlered bag, and holding it up before
his astodished eyes, continued, there's_the
moneys 80 the house need not go ; and it's all
for 701, dear Kdward ;' bub the last words

od with a little sob ; tears of joy-coursed

husband’s shoulder and received his fond car-
e8Bes.

¢ Bub I can’t understand - it,’ Jane " he
exolaimed, in bewilderment ; * there’s soms
mistake ! :

1it.

own her chcek as she laid her head on her|
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« No mistake,” she answered ; and taking

the little bag from his hand she emptied its

contents ; then and there, on the table, lay ten

olden -sovereigns. And while her husband
looked from her to the gold, and from the gold
to her, she knelt in front of him, and told the
history of the yellow. shiners.

« I 'didn’t get them all at once, you know.
They have been the savings of years. The
first one was my marriage gift from dear
father, ¢ the foundation of a nest egg, he call-
od it ; the rest came by slow degrees. Out of
the weekly money you allow 1 have always
been. able to put by a trifle. Aslong as we
could live within our tncome, I've always con-
sidered ourselves rich. Then, instead of hav-
ing my beer twice a day, I only take it at
supper ; 8o I have the penny at dinner. That,
done for years, has mounted up. Then, by
management, 1’ve made one gown last the time
of two.” y

% And yeot you always look well.dressed £
interrupted her husband, admiringly.

« Yes; thanks to deat mother's careful teach-
ing, I'm able to twist and turn to advantage.”
« And to save toadvantage,”’ added Edward,
ag he pressed a loving kiss on her gb,eek.
« But for what were you saving this 7 he
questioned earnestly. st

« For whatever was wanted with it, she
answered, with a laugh. Then, asshe saw her
husband read her secret, she added, « Well, I
have two pounds left now towards the sewing-
machine, for I had saved twelve pounds ; 80
the nest ig not empty yet.”

The loving look that accompanied the words
satisfied Edward that at no sacrifice would his
wife stop where his peace of mind was cou-
cerned ; and not one thought of regret did Jane
send after her sewing-machine; only too thank-
£l did she feel in having the means to supply
the present want. ;

As Edward sat enjoying his cosy tea, he felt

firmly resolved never to hazard her peace of
mind by again lacking the moral courage to
say ‘‘ No”’ to a friend.—{Susic, in British
Workweinan.

THE CALL TO PRAYER.
BY THE REV. E.E. ROGERS.

“Thus saith the Lord God: I will yet for
this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to
do it for them'; I will increase them with men
like a flock” (Ezekiel 36 : 37). y

Thus God builds up his church. He might
work independently ; but he cheoses not to do

_He wT doubtless, able to dispense the
treasures of his grace, and send his ‘Spirit
work mightily in unregenerate hearts, with-
out the intercessions of his people; but he has
chosen to conuect the praying of the church
with the salvation of the world. Theredeem-
ing Christ says to his people, “Share with me,
in your 'measure, my vicarious work; travail
in birth for souls; go down into your Geth-
semane and bea_.r your burden ; blend the agony
of himu- yearning for a world’s deliverance
with mine.”

He calls his people to prayer. As the
| upper-room and Pentecost were united, so now
the pleading of & million closets, and the
united ‘supplications of ten thousand prayer-
meetings - must be connected with . great
viotories for our Zion. I want to breathe into
every pastor’s ear the hint that Moody has no
monopoly of salvation. - All the machinery of
salvation and the means of converting power
are at your command. But the power, the
‘power itself, is the Lord's. Yo shall receive
power after that the Holy Ghost, is come upon
you.” Hide not the fact, evade it not; we
want the baptism of the Holy Spirit for our-
selves, and our people need it, as the thirsty
fields of summer need the rain. PO
_ Let us take the promise, and, beldly,
importunately, plead it: “If ye then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him ¢’ How -many-are saying, *“ We must
have a rovival this winter ?” How many
fathors and mothers in Israel are mourning
over the ‘;?hmtua.l death whigh has prevailed so
long ? en shall the change begin? How
shall the longed-for work of gracs be secured ?
The mogt convenient answers are, ‘‘ Send for
Moody;” “Send for Hammond;”’ ¢ Send
fo:('i]f\a‘flb.” 1 5

, brethren, let me say it roverently, send
for the Holy ‘Spirit. Dat‘g and *subwiibe to
the message, with tears, in your closet; and
be sure that the message is endorsed by the
name: of Jesus Chvist, and that' the plea is
made in his name. We are so prone to run
hither and thither for help, and fall back on
an Mm.of';ﬁ?s_h. . Preaching is impotent till
the Holy Spirit makes it potent. Our. most
fervent appeals are utterly powerless, until the
Holy Spirit uges them. w il
Much we need the old-time converting

ll-room will be deserted, and_the ;le?ﬂ'
prayer will be full; apathy and carelessness
will give place to intense. arxiety: abouf the

soul's salvation; tears will bedsw the cheeks,

that his wife was a treasure indeed, and he

bo-|

abits of frugalit
Eower. Thon ‘skeptiotin’” Wil vasiioliy) he 4’1 y aund economy,
A

and the cory for mercy will break from the lips.
Oh, for converting power! Let the call go
forth, with a pathetic, heart-breaking earnest-

ness, never known by Moslem tongne: “To
prayer!” ¢ To prayer!"—§. §. Tines.
« IS THAT ALL.”
BY REV. FREDERICK G. CLARK, D.D.
Mrs. A, twenty years ago, was befors

the session of our church to express her faith
in Christ. Her husband, a respectable cart-
man, had accompanied her to the place asa
gentloman should. He was a little surprised
when I said to him, % Come in with her; you
are very welcome, and hear what is said.”
He came into the room where the session were
gitting. His wife answered a few simple
questions which the pastor put tc her. Thers
was nothing answering to the formidable term
« gxamination”” which has scared off so many
humble people from the communion—a word
which I never apply to this business. The
substance of the interview was simply that
this lady, conscious of her need of Christ, did
heartily accept Him as her divine Saviour, to
love, trust and obey. On this confession she
was received to the church. Immediately her
husband showed great emotion, and said, with
tears and broken utterance,

«Ig that all? Why can’t 1 come too? I
love God, and pray to Him every day on my
cart !’

The surprise was universal ; tears came in
overy eye. The husband’s name was enrolled
by the side of his wife’s, and they sat together
at the next communion.

The test of a score of years justified this
transaction. I have no memory more fresh
and pleasant than that of this godly family.
They were poor and humble. But for quief
earnest, clean and godly living, I know no.
thing to exceed that of the home of Mr. A,
He has lately gone to join the holy thréng
above.

My conviction is that there is to-day many
an Kithiopian ennuch reading Heaias the pro.
phet,—Yes, reading the very story of the
“ Lamb dumb before his shearer” yet need.
ing a Philip to interpret the reading and
preach unto him Jesus. There is many a
person -in every congregation, hungry and
weary for Christ, but'not knowing how near
that Christ is to him. BMany a Mary weeps
and asks for her Lord, who in a moment
would shout « Rabboni,” if her eyes could bs
opened. ?

Many a man of business, convinced of the
emptiness of this world, would be only too

Gospel of cerements in which our philosoph
has entombed it. Kxplain it as vye can,pthi
door of the Kingdom is beset with ghostly
forms of superstition and ceremony, besides
the real hindrances of an unwilling mind.
The greatest teacher is he who can drive off
these ghosts and meet realities on their own
ground.. He who 'shall bring in the largest
sheaf in the coming harvest, is vpry likely
that one who shall be wise enough to ask of
every man what Christ asks, and nothing moyre,

1 believe there is great ripeness in our con.
gregations. The full blaze of Christian in.
struction has quickened many a heart. . Thy
roblem is, with God’s help, to persuade men

ow accessible Christ is, and how simple arg
the elements of Christian faith.—N. ¥, 0b.
server.

SAVIN_GS BANKS IN SCHOOLS.

In the autumn of 1866 M. Lauren
professor of Civil Law in the ‘Universit.}f
of Ghent, Belgium, proposed t0 some of
the teachers of the public schools of
that city the establishment of 88VINgs banks
in ‘the schools, with a view of promotiy,
among the children, and more particularly
those of the poorer class, habits of 8conomy
that would be likely to improve their position
in after life. Some objections were raised, byt
successfully combated, and it Was resolyed
soon after to make the trial, and in 1869 gy,
of the communal schools were furnished wigi
the necessary material by the city coungil.
The result has been eminently successful ; and
at the present day, of the 15,000 scholars who
frequent the public schools of that vity, moyn
than 13,000 who commenced by their savings
bank at the school, have succeeded in gettipy
to themselves accounts open at the saviyys
banks of the State, with the very respectapie
sum of 463,064 francs, mearly 890,000, af their
otedit, all or mostly all collected by pony
contributionsatschool. At the commencoment
of this enterprise it was viewed with an seil
oye by many of the parents of the childyen
but the young people soon converted their
elders; and it 18 considered one of the mest
gratifying consequonces of this movement that
not only the young are encouraged in forming
but the

ents and relatives of the ohi
;g:f,;d to become depesitors at ﬂ;‘; s;il{:’;: ll;znhl‘r.

instead of spending, as bofore, all that they

earned, without: thought' for ih,
) ) i future. I
the city of Ghent, itgelf, the prggtgl‘; itzx thil:

-

_,fln.d.m,nglg.im::g Is that all?”’—and. to fol- |
ow Jesus in the way, if we could frez the
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" result has been the establishment of penny

. about 30 years of Age, has been in this city
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respect has been remarkable, the number of Boy, and likewise good Cheshire Cheese.”
depositors in the year 1873 increased 22 per

cent., there being 14,000 depositors out of a !
population of 120,000, while the whole of

Belgium, with a population of five millions |
counted only 100,000 depositors. It is remark-
ed among the children that the girls are more '
disposed than the boys to avail themselves of

the opportunity offered by the school savings
banks, just as among the adult depositors the '
women exceed the men in number. Tt is
understood, of conrse, that the co-operation of
the teachers is needed to make this plan suc-
cessful, and in Belgium it has been cheerfully
given, and with the happiest results. The
importance of this movement in Belgium in-
duced the Governments of England and France ‘
to send over commissioners to study its work- |
ings; and Mr. J. C. Fitch from the former

country, and M. de Malarce from France, have

published interesting reports thereon; the

banks in England, while an effort is now
making to introduce the school-savings banks
into the public school systems of Ttaly and of
France.—N. E. Education Journal.

PREPARATION NECESSARY.

There is everywhere a call on the Church
to go to work for Christ. But the workman
must get his tools and sharpen them before
he can do good service in Christ's vine-
yard. The drum-beat calls for volunteers.
But a soldier without ammunition is only an
encumbrance. Ten virging went out to meet
their Lord; only five returned with him.
Where is your oil? That is the first question.
The children of God must first be filled, before
they can fill others. It takes a rod like that,
of Moses to get water out of a rock. A dead
mother cannot give birth to a living child. A
frozen earth cannot germinate a seed. The
first thing, Christian, is not to go to work for
Christ ; it is to ask Christ to work in you. A
general who is quaking with fear ecannot
inspire courage in his soldiery; and a Christian
who is proud, self-confident, self-assured,
cannot inspire humility, penitence, a sense
of weakness and want in a neighbor. You
can give no more of Christ to another than
you possess yourself. Rub a bit of iron on a
magnet, and it will borrow magnetism by

_contact. Rab it on a lifeless iron and it will
be as dead at the end as at the beginning of
the operation. Your own heart must be a

magnet before you can magnetize others.

oses did not go to work for God till he
had spent forty years of education in the
schools of Egypt, and forty years more in the
sterner school of the wilderness. Paul lived
in retirement for three years in Arabia, and
in comparative retirement for at least another
year in Tarsus, before he began his life-work
a8 g missionary to the Gentiles. Even Christ

did not spend all his life ‘ going about doing

good.” Three years of work, thirty of prepara-
tion, was the proportion. For ten days after
the Ascension the apostles met daily to pray

for the Holy Ghost. They did not preach a

single sermon; it is not recorded that they
conyersed with a su;gle enquirer. But when
the plessing came, three thousand were con-
verted in & singleday. Thereis many a church
that experiences a Bull Run;and for the same
reagon: it moves on the enemy’s work before
it is ready. Are you full of hope, of faith, of
nitence, of consecration,in a word are you
ull of Christ? The children must first be
filled, and they can no more carry guccor to
starving souls if they are empty, than a ship
in ballast could give relief to famine-stricken

Ireland. If our own hearts are dead when

—New York Qazette, Sept 11, 1732.

Here is anotice from the same paper, date
1735, which shows very clearly the position of
the apprentice one hundred and forty years
ago :

“Run away on the 5th. Instant from John
Bell of the city of New York Carpenter, an
Apprentice Boy named James Harding, aged
about 19 years, being a tall well-set Lad of a
Fresh Complexion, he wears a Wig, heis
spley-footed and shuffles with his feet as he
‘Walks, has a Copper coloured Kersey Coat,
with large flat white Mettle Buttons, a grey
Duroy Coat lined with Silk, it is pretty much

| faded b wearing, a broad blue striped Waist-

coat and Breeches and a pair of blue striped
Tickin Breeches, in warm weather he often
bleeds at the nose.” Then follows the offer
of forty shillings to any one who will give in-
formation whereby his master, John Bell, can
regain possession of the runaway.

gI’hat the women of that time were strong-
minded, er at least that they were disposed to
asgist in the reformation of bad husbands, is
shown by the following from the same journal,
date December 31, 1733. The subject, or
victim, was one William Drinkwater, living
near New York, who had proved guarrelsome
with his neighbors and abusive to his wife:
“The good Women of the Place took the
Matter into Consideration and laid hold of an
Opportunity, to get him tied to a Cart, and
there with Rods belabored him on his Badk,
till, in striveing to get away, he pulled one of
his Arms out of Joint, and they unti’d him.
Mr. Drinkwater Complained to Sundrie
Magistrates of this useage, but all he got

by it was to be Laughed at; Whereupon he.

removed to New Milford where we hear he

roves a good Neighbor and a loving Hus-
gand. A Remarkable Reformation ariseing
from the Justice of the good Women.”

Another advertisement indicates a toilet
article now out of faghion:

“To be Seld by Peter Lynch, near Mr.
Rutgers Brewhonse, very good Orange Butter,
it is excellent for Gentlewomen to comb up
their Hair with, it also cures Children's sore
Heads.”

The next sounds quite as odd: ;

“James Munden Partner with Thomas But-
well- from London, Maketh Gentlewomens
Stays and Childréns Coats in the Newest
Y ashion, that Crooked Women and Children
will appear strait.” Same paper, dated Feb-
ruary, 1735.

Ttisa curious fact that the deaths at that
time, both in New York and New FEngland
papers, were announced not by the names of
the deceased,but by the churches to which they
belonged. For example: ¢ Buried in the cit
last week, viz.,Church of, England 26, Dutc
24, Lutheran 2, French 1, Presbyterian 3.

“The number of Blacks we refertill Next

Week.”—New England Weekly Journal, Nov.
1, 1731. Sometimes the number is recorded as
four or five, or even less : therefore the record
must be very imperfect, and there seems to
have been no notice taken of those who were

not buried from any church.—ZLippincott's
Magazine.

DESPONDENCY.

BY A. D. WALKER.

Much has been written and said pon this
subject, but what we call “ low spiriJ is very
frequently the result of bodily weakness or
disease. People, with fow exceptions, love to
be cheerful, 4nd do not have to hear sermons
and lectures upon the subject toappreciate
cheerfulness ;

we go to work, men ask us for bread and we
give them & stone. Itis only as we come
very near to the foot of the cross ourselves
that we can bring others there.— Christian
Weekly.

FARLY AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS,

In looking "over]the contents 'of the old
news papers of this country, of which there
was a considerable number as early as the year
1730, one is specially struck by the number of
advertisements of slave sales and of runaway
slayes, apprentices and servants. The follow-
ing arecommon examples :

. wpo be sold, a very likely Negro woman

wbout 10, She is' a fine Cook, has been
brought up to all-sorts of House Work, and
speaks very good English, She has had the
small-pox, and has now a Young Ohild.
Enquire further coneerning her and the con-
ditions of Sale of Mary Kippen, or the Printer
tiereof.” — New York Weekly Journal; May 9,
1785 T

« Just arrived from Creat Britain, andjare
to be Hold on board the Ship ¢Alice and
Elizabeth, Capt. Paine Commander, several
likely Welch and English Servant Men, most
of t{em Tradesmen. Whoever inclines to
urchage any of them may agree with said

{80 heavily that the

Bat these frail bodies are easily put out of
tune, and despondency is very apt to accom-
pany the small ills which seem but light, and
for which we find but little sympathy. ‘When
Elijah sat ‘down under the juniper tree in

eat despondem&, so great that he longed to

ie, the angel of the Lord did not say, “Hoity,
toity! man, you giveup too easily; despond-
ency is a dreadful thing, never give way to
it.”” +No, the Lord is too wise a physician for
that. He knew that the prophet was suffer-
ing from bodily weakness and weariness. The
good man was allowed to rest, first of all;
mark that. Sleep and rest are often all that
is needed to cure low spirits. Then a miracu-
lous meal was , and the angel touched
the sleeper and said, * Arise, and eat, for the
journey is too great for thee.” HHow sympa-
thizing and tender were these words! Klijah
did according to gxis bidding, and we have no
more complaints 8f that kind for him. Now,
just here is the secret in numbers uf cases where
despondency holds sway—*The journey is
too great for thee.” The toils and cares press
: mortal frame is out of
order, and despondency is the result. Well,
then, it follows that the way to be cheerful is
to do all in our power to be well in body.
Avoid-over-fatigue, taking too much thought
for the morrow, grumbling and brooding, and
anything that is hurtful to the physical

P

Commander, or-Me.. Thomas Noble, Merchant,
ut Mr. Hazard's, in New York; where also is
10 be Sold several Negro Girls and a Negro

nature. And now, in conclusion, we add, that
the greatest cheerfnluess is induced by a firm
trust in the Lord. And when- tho journey i

P

necessarily too great for thee, the angel will
come and give thee meat that shall strengthen
for many days.—Methodist.

A COOLER.

Soon after the accession to power of the late
Sultan of Turkey, he entered on a career of
reform, opposed to the pride and the preju-
dice of the Turks. To arrest him in this
dangerous course was the object of the Ule-
mas (Tarkish Jesuits), who resolved, if possi-
ble, to work on the young despot’s mind by
exciting his superstitious fears. One day, as
he was on his knees, according to custom, in
hisfather’s tomb, he heard alow voice reiterat-
ing from beneath, “I burn, I burn ! The next
time he prayed there the same terrible words
were uttered in the earth, and none other.
The Saltan applied to the chief of the Imams
for an interpretation of this strange phenome-
non, and was told that his father had been a
great reformer, and was now probably suffer-
ing the penalty of his imprudent course.

The young sovereign, scarcely crediting his
own ears, then sent his brother-in-law to pray
in the same spot, and after wards several othera
of his household. They went, and each time
the words*I burn !” sounded in their ears as
though from the grave of theburied king.

At length the Sultan proclaimed his inten-
tion of going in a procession of state to his
father’s tomb. He went with a magnificent
train, accompanied by the principal doctors of
Mohammedan law, and again during his de-
votions the words were heard, “I burn!” All
trembled except the Sultan. Riging from his
prayer-carpet, he called his guards and com-
manded them to dig up the pavement and re-
move the tomb,

It was in vain that the muftis interposed,
reprobating so great a profanation, and ut-
tered dreadful warnings as te its consequences.
The Sultan persisted. The foundations of the
tomb were laid bare, and in a cavity skilfully
left in the stone work was found, not a burn-
ing sultan, but a dervish. The young mon-
arch regarded him for a time fixedly and in
silence, and then said, without any further re-
marks, or the slightest expression of anger,
“You burn ? You mustcool in the Bosphor-

us.,” In a few minutes more the dervish was
in a bagh and the bag immediately after was
in the horus ; while the Sultan rode back

to kis palace, accompanied by his household
and ministers, who ceased not all the way to
ejaculate, “Mashallah ! Allah is great ! There
is' no god but. God, and Mohammed is the
prophet of God ! —Christian Weelkly.

AFRAID OF THE DARK.

Bell was a sweet child of three or four years.
She was bright and pleasant by day, but hav-
ing been once frightened by & nurse abouat
“ the dark"” she would cry,'ity she woke in the
night, to be taken into her mother’s bed.

But her mother said, ¢ No, Bell, you must
lie still in your little crib ; but. you may hold
my hand whenever you wake up.”

So very eften this dear mother would be
wakened by the teuch of a silken hand. She
would clasp it in her own, and very soon the
dear baby would be off again to the land of
dreams.

Bell had never been separated from her
mother a single night. But the lady took her
on her knee one day and told her that dear
grandma was very ill and going to die, and
that she must go away for a few days to be
with her, “ Are you willing I should go and
comfort ber ?'’ she asked.

Tears filled the blue eyes of little Bell, and
she choked go that she conld socarcely speak :
“ Yes, y—es, mamma ; I want you to {o and
comfort grandma, but—but—who’ll hold my
little hand when I'm afraid of the dark ?
Papa don't wake up as you do !”’

“ My dear baby,” said the kind mother, “ it
is Jesus and not I, who kee{)s you from harm
by day and night. He is always beside that
little ged,; and if you wake and miss me, He

will take your hand.”

“ Then you may go, mamma;’ gaid Bell,
smiling through her tears.

That néght when Bell's father went to his
room, he turned up the gas a little, that he
might see the dear baby face in the orib.
There was & smile over the resy lips, and the
little hand was stretched out as if for the
grasp of some protecting hand.

Perhaps in her dreams she was reaching out
herhand to Jesus. N
. He who, said, * Of such is the kingdom of
heaven,” has all the dear little ores in His
keetgiligi lay and night; and they are safe
wi m,” — Watehman.

—The National Baptist remarks on personasl
effort : * And should we not expect answers
to the prayers which wehave offered 7 If we
have asked that the Spirit may be poured out,
and that sinners may be awakened, and dis-
ciples reviyed, shall we not expect a reply,
and shall fwe not speak to our children and
rs, -believing that the Spirit will
way and will follow the word "’

SELECTIONS,

~— Home should be led to minister more di-
rectly tothe Sabbath-school teacher's work.
Interweave the two so that each may help the
other and the two will be invincible. At fam-
ily worship read and comment on the “ Home
Readings’’ for each day. Usually they begin
with the lesson of the week. As each new
passage comes up on successive days, its rela-
tion-to the lesson is discussed. This necessi-
tates careful survey of both the lesson and the
Scripture read, and were no further study
bestowed, considerable familiarity with the
next Sunday’s work would thus be acquired. If
to this we add conversations at study centring
about the lesson; we will find home helping
the school and the school helping the home:

Loox 1 Ur.—Mr. Eggleston, in his book
“The Big Brother,” says something so good
that it eught tobe]passed around : It will not
hurt you, boys and girls, to learn a liftleaccu-
rate gecgraphy, by looking up these places be-
fore going on with the story, andif I were your
schoolmaster, instead of your story-teller, I
should stop here to advise you always to look
on the map for every town, river, lake, moun-
tain, or other geographical thing mentioned
in any book or paper youread. I wouldadvise
you, too, if I were your schoolmaster, to add
up all the figures given in books and news-
papers, to see if the writers have made any
mistakes ; and it is a good plan, too, to go at
once to the dictionary when you meet a word
you do not quite comprehend, or to the en-
cyclopredia or history, or whatever else is
handy, whenever you read abeut anything
and would like to know more about it.”

— Why do some short sermons geem long,
and some long sermons seem short? Be-
cause some germons are compact and otherd
diffuse. Some men preach asthough they
had net enough to say, and others as though
they had not time enough in which to say it.
‘When a minister begins,with a long intreduc-
tion, branches off, all along the way, in
rhetorical digressions, paints elaborate pictures
as though he had all day to do itin, and
tapers off in & repetitious hortatory peroratio n
his twenty minutes seem like an hour ; when
he strikes at the heart of his subject in his first
paragraph, keeps close to his theme, moves
rapidly from step to s*ep in his. discourse,
suggests rather than elaborates his illustrations,
and makes every one really illustrate and ea-
force his theme, speaks with animation, as
though time were short and his heart and his
mind were overfull, and stops when he has
got through, his hour seems like twenty
minutes.— Christian Weekly.

Lrr Hiy Tuar Hearem SAY, ¢ CoME;” OR,
Frurr Founn A¥TER Maxy Days.—In a regular,
well-built Chinese city, situated amidst
lovely scenery, & crowd was gathered on a
little bridge. One of our missionaries, resid-
ing in the city, had started on a preaching
tour, and his servant, who had accompanied
him to the boat, was returning through a
neighborhood which hedid not often traverse,
when, noticing -the crowd, he, with aatural
curiosity, went up to see what was going on.
To his surprise, & strange voice was preaching
the Gospel to the little knot of attentive lis-
teners. Kdging his way up to the speaker,
and waiting till the address was over, and the
crowd dispersing, he learned that the man
had been a frequent hearer at the chapel.
He had spoken to no one there of what was

assing in his mind; had not asked for, per-
gapa had not known' of, church fellowship;
but the good seed had gprung up in his heart,
and could not but bear fruit. It was after-
wards found that in the Government office,
where he was employed among some three
hundred others, there was hardly omne who
had not heard the Giospel from his lips.—
China's Millions.

Dovgina taE SepMoN.—It is well known
that in olden times the church services were
very much longer than they are at present,
especially the sermon. Tn many old pulpits
in England is still to be seen a stand for the
hour-glass, by which the length of the sermon
was measured, and it was not uncommon for
this to be turned once, at least, so that the
preaching - continued two hours. We are
ready to ask how the people of those days
could sit still in their high-backed, uncomfort-
able pews, and in winter, freezing churches,
to listen to such long harangues. The solu-
tion of the mystery is probably this,—they
did not sit still. Some, doubtless, went to
sleep, and were quite content to take their
rest; but others went out of the church
oceacionally for a smoke and a chat. At
Bibury, in England, the esquire of the parish
regularly withdrew after the text, smoked
%is pipe, and returned to the blessing. In
Tedand the same custom still prevails in the
Lutheran churches, where the men rarely sit
through the service, thopgh altogether onl
two hours Yong, but drop ont at intervals, ang
return, 0% w the odor of sancity, but of
tobacco. It is cartainly better to have shorter

servicad and moreisverence.~— Fuchange.




NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLAR'S  NOTES.

(From the International Lessons jor 1876 by Edwin
W. Rice, us issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

Cosneerkp HisTtorv.~The-ark being in a tabernacle
or tent at Jerigaiem, Dayid proposes to build a house
tor the Lord, Nathan the prophet, at God’s command,
tforbids him, but tells him his son shall huild & house for
the Lord.

LESSON X.

Marou 5.1
GOD'S ' COVENANT WITH DAVID. About 1042 B. C.

ReAp 2 Sam. vii. 18-29. Reote v. 27,
2 %
| GOLDEN TEXT.-Of this mav's seal |
| bath God, according to his promige, !
raised unto Israel & Saviour, Jesus.—Act
1 xiii., 23.

CENTRAL TRUTH. —By grace we
i\ piand, !
R
DAILY READINGS.—M.—2 Sam. vii. 1-29. T.—1

Chron. xvii, 1-27. W.—Ps. Ixzxix. 1-52. 1h—1Tsa. xiv.
1-25, K—2 Sam. xxii, 1-51. Sa.—JoLuxvii, 6-17. 5~
Ps, xiviii. 1-14.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.
T.esson Topics.—(I.) DAVID'S THANKSGIVINGS.  (1L)
DavID’s PRAYER.

LDAVID'S THANKSGIVINGS.(15.) then akter
Nathan’s message ; sat before the Lord, in the tent
where the ark was (see picture) ; brought me. from a
shepherd-boy to be a king. (19.) areat while to
come,lu promising future honors to his house ; mauner
of men (a diflicult clauge). See. 1 Chron. xvil. 17. (21.)
own heart, thine own wish or will; great things,
made David a great king. (24:) confirmed. made firm,
See 1 Chron, xvii, 22.

1. Questions.—What did Nathan say to David about
the house of the Lord ? Why was David not to build it?
Who would build it ? Where did David go after hearing
Nathan’s message { For what did he feel thankful to
God § What great things had God done for David ¢ What
great things had he dome for Israel ¥ What feelings
should we have for God’s great blessings to us ¥

II. DAVID'S PRAYER. (25.) the word, the
promise; thy servant, David ; his housé,his family or
children ; establish, fix,make suré. (26 mugnified,
made great, (27.) revenled, or (Heb.) ‘“ uncoyered the
ear;” saying, or ‘‘when he said” (?); therefore, hav-
ing been oree heard, he comes again. (28.) words be
irue. See Johnxvii. 47. (29.) continne. asthou hast
promised ; be blessed, as it was in Christ's coming
tarough ** his houge.”

1i- Questions.
—~What was Da-
vid's firs trequest ?
v, 20. Who had
promised this?
State his second re-
quest ? v.26. What
prayer - of David
bad God heard ? v.
27. What good- 7/}
ness had God pro-
mised David? vys.
12, 13, State Da-
vid’s final request. |
v. 20, How was
this prayer angwer.
ed ?

WORSHIP BEFORE THE TRMPLE WAS BUILT.
Tllustration—God’s promises are not to reward the

lazy. - They are as a boat in crossing a stream—of real

value when plied with the two oars of prayer and faith.

Coxyecrep Higrory.—David conquers the Phlligtines
and Moabites, dedicntes silver, gold, and treasures of the
gpoils to God ; i8 kind to Saul’'s grandson ; conquers the
Ammnonites ; commily adultery, and causes the death of
Uriah ; is reproved for his sin; repents; his sons]act
wiekedly, Absalom slays Ammon his brother and flees fo
Geshur ; David, persuaded by Joab, permits Absalom to
return to Jerusalem.

LESSRON X1,

Marcn 12.]

ABIJALOM'S REBELLION. [About1221 B, C.)

| GOLDEN TEXT.—The eye that mocketh
| - aihis father, and despiseth to obey his
| . mother, the.ravens of the valley shall
piek itout, and the young eagles shall eat
i ~it—Prov. Xxx., 17, :

. CENTRAL TRUTH.--Sin becomes its

|
i
f
i
|
|
% own punishment. £

READ 2 8am. xv. 1-14. Reorre vs. 5, 6.

DAILY READINGS.—M.— 2 Sam. xv. 1-14. T.—1
Kings i, 5-31. W.— 2 Sam. xii, 1-14. Th.—Ps, xJ1-18.
¥ —Prov. £xii, 1-23. Sa.—Ps. xi1. 1-13. 8—Pa.ly. 1-28.

To ma® ScHOLAR.—Notice that Absalom’s pride, love
of display, and wicked ambition led him to lie to the peo-
ple, and to flatter them, to lie fo his father, and finally
o open rebellion. Love of display is one of the greatest
dangers to the young now, as it was in Absalom’s duy.

NOTES.— 4bsaloa, third won of David,born at Heb-9n,
counted the most handsome wan of his time, as apditions
anldeccitful as he was good-looking ; his pother was
Maachah, daughter of the king of Gestr< Geshur, a
country east of the Jordan, and nortu-p«St of Bashan, of
which Abgalom’s grandfather was ki=<€-

Syria, ancient Aram, s countr- extending from the
Mediterranean Sea to the rive< Tigris, and from Pales-
ine to Mount Taugus, lens'h (north and south) about

“ed love and triendship.

300 miles, breadth about 130 to 150 miles. A4hithophel,
& gyoted counsellor at David’s court. 2 Sam. xv. 12 ; xvi,
28. @iloh, “ exile,” & city in the mountams of Judah,
probably near Hebromn ; its exact location is not known,

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(1.) ABssron's Ausitioy, (IL) Ag-

SALOW'S REBELLION.

I. ABSALOM’S AVIBITION. (1.) afiev this,
after Absalom’s sius, flight to Geshur, and return to Jer-
usalem and forgiveness by the king; chariets, war
chariots, to make a great show ; fifty wen to run; a8
Adonijah had. Meu rnnning before -kings or great per-
Bong ig still common 1m the Fast; these ruuners an-
noance the coming of the great man. (2.) gate. East-
ern cities are surrounded by high walls, haying strong
gates which are closed at night and in time of danger. At
one of these gates courts were held ; controversy, a
dispute, a suit at law‘; for judgment, the king to hear
and decide the case in dispute ; Absalom called, hic as-
sumed to do what the king only was authorized to do.
(3.) good, your case is just, you are in the right; de-
puted, appointed. (4.) made jndge, see his wicked
ambition ; justice, but see how unjust lie was toward
t1e king. (5.) obeisance, to make a low bow of re.
speet for him as the king’sson ; kissed him, in pretend-
(6.) stole, deceived the people,
or “‘gained their love” by his artful ways,

I. Questious.—Why did Absalom flee to Geshur ¢ 2
Sam. xiil, 32-37, Who brought him back # 2 Sam. xiv.
23. How long did he stay in. Jerusalem before he saw
his father ? 2 Sam. xiv. 28. What is said of his beauty ¢
2 Sam. xiv. 25. What great show did he make?v. 1.
In what pubhie place did he stand ¢ For what purpose ?
What position iid he wish to gain ? v, 4. How did he
flatter the people ¢ What object had he in this ©* Why
was this conduet wicked ? 3 s

1IT. ABSALOW'S REBELLION. (7.) forty
years, an obvious though ancient error for four years
(Speakers Com.,)—that is, four years after his returu trom
Geshur, or, as Josephus says, after the king’s pardon.
cliap. xiv. 33. (8.) avow, he probably had never made
such a vow, but lied to his father. (10.) spies, persons
sent out secretly to do any work or gain any information.
(11.) simmicity, not suspeeting any wrong ; knew
not, knew not of Absalom’s purpose to rebel, (12.) con-
spiracy, an agreement of several persons to«lo some
wicked thing. (18.) atter Absalem, he was popular.
(14.) smite the city, David .wished to spaie the city
the horrors of a miege. }

. Questions.—What excuse did Absalom give for

leaving Jerusalem ? Who gave consent ? Whirhep did Ab-
salom god Whatdic he send out through the tau What
were the people to shout # Whent Who lefh Jernsadem with
Absalom ¢ Why were they not gnilty of treason? For
whom did David gend 7 Wiy did he send for him ¢ With
whom did Ahithophel joiu ¢'v. 81. What news came to
DPavid? v. 18, What did he now propose ? Wiy ¢ Why
is it dangeronsand wicked to cherish a vain sod ambi-
tions spirit ?

ANcieNT CHARIOT.

e
HOUSEHOLD "ALTARS.

In the olden time the father of the house-
hold was its .prophet and priest. The father
of the present fast age can hardly find time to
make the acquaintance of his own children, to
say nothing of decent and devout attention to
the proprietiesand sanctities of family religion.

Tt is a sad fact that, in many households,
nominally Christian, there is no family altar
and no household recognition of God. The
Bible is an unopened book, and there is no
open acknowledgment of allegiance to God,
the Father in heaven. A godless, prayerless
household is & terrible spectacle, especially
when there is an outward profession of better
things. The evils are magnified manifold
where there are young children. What can
compensate for the sweet and tender influences
of well-conducted famil{ worship  on the
minds and hearts of the little ones ! Parents
who omit it not only provoke the wrat: of the
Lord, but neglect the best and most natural

means of religious edwcation, and thus put in |’

fearful jeopardy tké souls of their children.
It was not an idl superstition that bade the
aimple-mi:ggy devout Norwegian girl to flee
from the house where she had engaged service,
because there were no * prayers in the house.”
A prayerless soul is a tee‘r{ul anomaly. But
a ho#ie where children are born, and nurtured
ard reared, where loved ones sicken and suffer

and die, where, in the eyes of the children,
the father should be the type of the * All
Father in heaven,” and the mother the ideal
of all that is tender and affectionate and de-
vout, where all precious memories; should be
garnered like hidden treasures, and where all
holy and pure influences and associations
should pervade the very air—with ne open
Bible and no voice of song, prayer or praise—
wthat shall we say of that homé? One can

hardly conceive it possible that such a home
could exist in a Christian land. No wonder
that the curse of the Lord hangs in dark re-
lief over the families that call not on his name.

We alluded to family worship as a religious
educator. One can hardly over-estimate the
power of this service over young hearts, if
wisely and earnestly conducted.

A daughter of irreligions parents spe nt, not
long since, a few months in a Cbristian home.
Selected passages of Scripture, usually the
readings connected with the current Sabbath
school lesson, were read, each member taking
a verse in course. Not seldom there was some
familiar talk and comment on the passage and
the Sabbath lesson. Then a song, and then
all bowed in brief and simple thanksgiving and
prayer for daily grace and protection. This
gay young girl soon found the God thus honor-
ed and worshipped in this house to be her God
and Saviour. -Not long after, another daugh-
ter, gay, cultured, and kighly educated, spent
a few weeks in this humble home. She, too,
was sweetly won to the religion so magnified
in the house in which she was a gnest. Croing
to her own home, she preached Christ to her
mother, and now all three are rejoicing in the
Lord. These girls attributed their conversion
to the indirect yet powerful appeal that day
by day came to their hearts and consciences
from these simple ordinary services of family
religion.

We fear that pastors and church officers
are not watchful and faithful in the over-
sight' of the church touching this matter,
especially in ' the case of young couples just
setting up their homes.” Habits of neglect
once formed are not easily overcome. Start-
ing right at the outset is often a guarantee of
life-long fidelity. = Let the voice of the preacher
and the Christian teacher be lifted up with no
uncertain - sound ‘on this subject. We need
nothing so much as congecrated homes,— Pres-
byterian at Work.

Kinastey anp rurE Bovs,— His sympathy
with the gports of boys was naturally strong
and keen. One morning I was asking him
about the position of his house in Hamp-hire,
and he tolgome that some of his land was with-
in reach of the boys of Wellington College,
when they were abroad engaged. .in. paper-
chases. ‘‘Young rascals,” he said, “they play
the mischief with my fences too. One day a
great gap was pointed out to me in one of my
fences, and I was told that it was made by
those young fellows. So I got wind of their
next, paper-chase in my direction, and I went
out to read my friends a lesson respecting the
property of their neighbors. Sure enough,
before long I saw thehares’ coming straight
towards me and my"’gap, and I prepared to
meet them. But when they were close upon
me, the excitement of the chase, which had
been for some moments coming over me, got
the better of my resolution ; and if I did not
throw down my stick and tear off with them
as fast as my legs would carry me! Ina
hundred yards or so I was dead beat, and
when the pack came a minute or two later,
and set to work to break down my fences
worse than ever, I had not the breath in me
to remonstrate with them, even if T had had
the inclination.””— Good Words.

OBEDIBNCE IN ScHOOL.— Obedience to
properlyl constituted authority is one of
the most valuable lessons of their lives,
and here is just the place for them to
learnit. Never allow a scholar to argue, or
answer you back. You place yourself on his
level, and lose all the agvantage of your posi-
tion. Never promise or threaten mytﬁﬁg
which you are not certain you can and wi
carry ont. Nothing so quink{y wins childrén s
confidence, and establishes your authority, as
to find that you invariably keep your word.

— I have known more than one countr
town whese whole people were elevated and
improved to a kigh standard by the interest
one clergyman took in the public' schools. I
believe that if a small body of intelligent,
educated, earnest women would devote their
energies #0 the improvement of the schools in
every town, they would do more for the moral,
intellectual, and industrial improvement of the
coyntry than any other agency I can imagine.
— Mrs. Cheney, in Journal of Education.

A NOTICE.
Subscribers finding the figure 2 after their
name will bear in mind that their term will

expire at the end of the presentmonth. Early
remittances are desirable, as there is then no

loss of any numbers by the stopping of the

paper.

Up 10 THRE Mark—The Mrssrnenx's cir-
culation at this time- 18 Tnore than double
what it was a year ago. We desire that this
proportion of increase be kept up every month

of 1876, when we will close the year with|.
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over 60,000 subscribers. Qur young workers

by showing their papers to their friends may
each one obtain another subscription. Is it
too much to ask them to do this again the pre-
sent year ?

Eppg’s CoCOs—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING
— By a thorough knowledge ot the patural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a caveful. a pleation of
the fiue properties of well‘se]ecteg cocoa, Mr,
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with s
delicately flavoured beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judieicus
use of such articles of diet that a constitution
may be gradually built up until strong enough
to resist every tendency to d'seage. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there f& » weak point. We
may escape many & fatal shaft by keeping our-
selves well-fortified with pnre blood and a pro-
perly nourished frame.”~ Cinil Service Gazette

ADVHRITISEMIBENYS
[EESS AND HEALTH,

HOW TO BE STRONG,

A BOOK FOR LADIES,

This handsome little book should be read by every
mother who Wwishes her daughters to grow wp strong and
healthy women.

It numbers 187 pages. and is sold for the small price of

30 Cents Post Free,
It makes & handsome and appropriate Chiistiaas present
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Moutreal, P (.

HlSTOIiY OF THE

GUIBORD CASE.

"Copies ot this Yook neatly Bonnd in ¢loth may now be
obtained at the WitNrss Office.

The value of thir record is being realized, and o1ders
for it are received daily,

The publishers have received a request from Euelind
to-publish’ au edition there and iu Germany, ;

Ageunts tor this book and * Dress and Health * yre w Ant
ed in every town and villagé in Canada and the United
States.

Price, post free to apy address, $1, bound in cloth, ¢e
i pper Coversy “Addregs - -

JOHN NDOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P.qQ,

*SOL-FA;

1t is claimed that the Sol-Fa System of Music iy the
proper one to teach children. It i8so simple that liftle
children who can scarcely read take hold of the Sol ¥y
syllables, and soon acquire a correet notion of simple
melodies. The little work entitled *§ol-Fa Lessong,»
which is edited by Mr. J, McLaren, certiflcated Teacher
of the system, 18 & compendinm by whose aid ANy oue
with a reagonable knowledge of music can both learn ang
teach thig method'of singing at sight., 1tis sent post tree
to ‘any address for 15¢, on applieation fo the publishers,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
3 Montreal, P.Q.

ELIABLE PAPERS,

THE MONTREAL DATLY WITNESS
containg & daily epitome of the worid’s news from the
mostreliable sources, besides market reports, religioug
intelligence, family reading, &c. Price, $3 per year,
postage included. y

THE TRT-WEEKLY WITNESS
contains all the reading matter ot the Daily buf the g3
vertisements, and the local matter, which 18 condenseq,

Price, $2 a year, postage included.
THE WEEKLY WITNESS
i8 & paper which especially commends itself 1o the famity
circle, It isfull of news condensed into the smalies,
fpace to be intelligible and valuable, markets, commer-
cial information, genaral information, religious news ang
family reading. Price, $1.10 per annwm postage in-
oluded, ' Specimet eopies sent frée oi application,
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Moutreal, p Q.

l‘HE NEW DOMINION
MONTHLY.

This magazine, which containg 960 pages of printed
matter during the year. makes a veluable volume,
Its subgeription price is $1.50 per unuuim.

THE SUBSCRIPTIONS
A for the MESSENGER ave:
Acopysii inpllicvi oo deiei % 0.30
10 copies..L..i.o.icviamaaiaian i Q.F_Lu
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50 copies.. Ca e ik ey 11.56
100 copies.....cccocuunmcer umzin 22-00
1,000 copies - s ieiae 220000
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= Publishers,
Montreal,

JOBN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce street,
New York,
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