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 REPORT

" OF THE

COMMISSIONERS
‘ _"1701{ IfixpLORl'&G TITE COUNTRY
E.I.JYI’NG BETWEEN ‘THE “
RIVERS SAGUENAY, SAINT MAURICE
" AND .

SAINT LAWRENCE.

Ordered by the HO USEof A’SSEMBL Yto bc prmted .
. 22nd March, 1831, . :






'To the Honorable the Kni@hts, Citizens and Burgesses |
.. of Lower Canada in Proyincial Parliament assembled. -

oL N
e

. THE undersigned, Commissioners for more completely exploring:

-7 ceftain parts of this Proviuce under an Act passed in the ninth year of ~
His Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ¢ An.Act to appropriate certain sums of
¢ money for more completely exploring certain parts of " the Province,”
have the honortoreport for the information of your Honorable House, that

 the deficiency in the funds provided * for exploring the tract of country
¢¢ tothe north of the River and Gulph of Saint Lawrente, commonly
¢ called the King’s Posts, and the lands adjacent thereto,” amounted to
the sum of two hundred and thirty nine pounds eight shillings and elever.
pence half penny currency, which they have paid and transmitted the
regular Vouchers therefor to the proper authorities. .

. That the remaining balance of twa hundred and sixty pounds eleven
shillings and a halfgcuny currency, has been applied as follows, to
WIT e . ’ ' ‘ ‘

Ta the exploring of the triangular tract of country lying below

. Quebec, between the Rivers St. Lawrence and Saguenay, having for. its

" apex the point of ‘confluence immediately opposite Tadoussac, and for its

base a line running from Ha Ha Bay to Cap Tourment, which has been

surveyed by Mr. Andiews, under directions given to him by . the un.

ﬁ@s&gned Commissioners. His Report is subjoined upder the let-
ter A, ’ : .

The survey-of the country lying between Quebec and the St. Mau.
rice, in the rear of the existing settlements, was confided to two different
Gentlemen ; their Reports will be found under the letters B.-and C.,
bereunto subjoined. The expenses of these two surveys amount to the

" sum of three hundred” and forty five pounds two shillings and three

, . . , , pence
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. " pence currency, the accounts whereof have in like mauner been tansmit-
~ . ted ta the proper authorities. A :
Quebec, ZQdWMaréh, 1830. - ‘

A. STUART, .
DAVID ‘»STUART."

- To,

exploring the Country lying beiween the Saguenay, S§t, Maurice and St.
Lawrence Rivers, - ) i ) -

: In pursvance of your Instructionsto me, under date 13th of June,

1899, to procure information respecting, and explore, as tay as practica- -
ble, the triangular tract of country bounded on the one-side by the ™

" . sheres of .the St, Lawrence, from Cape Tourment to Tadoussac 3 on
the other side by that part of the River Saguenay which lies between
"Tadoussac and the westernmost side of Ha Ha Bay, and "by'its base,

‘Addrew Stvart and David Stuart, Es}llxirea, Commissioneérs for

- beinga line running from . that westernmios side 16 Cape' Tourment, .

I have the honor 'to lay before you the Journal kept dwing my expedi-
tion, trusting that, however deficient it may appear in point of science and

language, it will be found to be, what I have endéavoured to makeit, a  °

- truc aud faithful account, * ;

. Tam, with great respect, .

Gentlemen, |

" Your most obedient Scevant, ,—
(Sigred;y  © - N. ANDREWS,
\ Qxxébec, Scpttmbcr,‘ 1829;‘, \ ‘

JOURNAL

¢



: ‘J(')URNAL of 4n EXPEDITION .fo;\‘.exPloring the couutr-y» between the
" Rivers St. Lawrence and Saguenay, ag far.as Ha Ha Bay; by
* Nicu. Anxorews: .. . oo S

" Wednesday, June 167, 1820, Embarked at six A. M, on board the
Schooner Heloise, Captain April, bound for Malbay, who is to land me -
at St: Paul’s Bay. I have been employed, ever since the Gth instant, in

getting the provisions, and évery other pecessary for_ the journey in rea= . :

diness. On the 12th I engaged two men to accompany me, viz 3 Charles
Verreaux, a bois brulé, (halt breed) as voyageur and guide in the woods, -

and D, Paulin, the former at fifieen, and the latter at.ten dolars, per.
month, It.being a perfect calm all day we came to anchor at the ebb -

tide at the lower end of the Isle of Orleans at two P. M, and getting:
under weigh again with the tide at 7 P. M. got to below Cape Tour-
ient, where we anchored. The weathier was exceedingly warm, and the
thermometer stood on board at" noon, at 89.°. Coe o

. Thursday, 18th. Early this morning we were opposite St. Paul’s Bay,
but the wind. being off theland, and the tide runniug at a great rate, the
Captain could not put me on shore with-my, men “and baggage, and it
was with much trouble I landed at one P. M., at Le 'Grand Debargue-
- ment, at Maibay, near Pointe au.Pic. [ took up my lodging at Mr.
Chaperon’s, ana my men were at Edward Verieaux,” The . Thermowme-
" ter was at 87 ©. on board the Schooner at noon. Co o

Friday, 19th. Employed this day in procuring all theinformation T
could respecting the interior conntry, .-Being informed that there was
- a party of Indians encamped at the Little Lakes, I eent up for one of

them tocome dgwn to me, as those people. are best. acquainted with
these parts in every direction. The heat not so great as yesterday ;
the Thermometer was at 6 A. M..at.62%'s atuoon ar.76°. and at
6 P. M, at.67°. " ‘ o

. Saturday, 20th. Passed this day also at Malbay waiting for the Indians,
buit not one of them made their appearance. In the afternoon it rained
haid, and the air cool. Thermometer at 59 © . in the morning i 752, at”
noan, 54 © , in the evening. ’ ST .

Sunday, 21st. Still raining’ all the forenoon; in the afterncon it cleared
up with a strong north west wind, and I agreed with:. Mr, Chaperon to
take me at St, Paul’s Bay, ~Got all things ready for starting the first fair
tide and weather. ‘Thermometer at 53 9 . at 6 A. M. ; 65 . atpoon ;
and 51°. at6 P.M.. .~ | . ' —

‘.Monday, 93d. TLeft Malbay at orie A, M. for St. Paul’s Bay,in Mr

Chaperon’s boat.  'We had no wind, but the tid¢ being in our favor. we

ot



gotto St, Paul’s Bay at 9A. M. Put up at Mr. George Chaperon’s
where I was very kindly received. Mr. G. Chaperon accampanied me.

to_several persons to.obtain information. respecting the interior country,

but I Jearnt little satisfactory ; the beat information I goty on which I -
could place dependance; was, from the Rev. Mr. Gagrion, but as he sta-
ted it wasthe same he had.given to Mr, David ‘Stuart’s party, in the
Spring, it is unnecessary to detailit here. Ifavolcano does exist in the
" country I am directed to explore, I will do my best to discover it.

" Tuesday, 2%rd, At 9 A M. departed from Mr.-Chaperon’s ; and when
T came tothe Church I wasinformed there was a' man, a league up the
River; who was well acquainted with the country at the back of the
+ "Bay : acsordingly went up the River to see him, and. found him at a
. Saw Mill, but his'knowledge did not extend more than two leaguesinto -
“the interior, 20 T returned, to the Church where Thad left my baggage,
and took the Cape Tourment Road. At 7 P. M. got to the -last houses.
of St. Antoine, where 1 had put to up for the night, Tt raioed a little this.
evening. - o C : S

Wednesday, 24th. - Engaged a horee and cart to take our baggage to
.the fourth house on the- Cape Road, where we arrived at 11 A.. M.
Breakfasted, and entered the bush. 'We travelled for four hours continu-
ally up hill,and then down hill for a%out one hour; wethen came to a level
of about twa leagzues in every direction, We crossed several small streams,
. The.soil generally black inould, and the timber of small growth; we ™
saw. very little pine or cedar, and little else but spruce.and fir,-with occa-
sionally red spruce, The brush wood is very difficult to pass through 5
the cormier, (service treé,) alder and wild cherried are-in abundance -in -
.this yalley. At 6 P, M, the Thermometer was. at 59 °. Our cousse
was N. N. W, from the Cape Road. . .

.- ‘Thursday, 21st.—Left .our . encampment. a little after 6 A. M.

* and crossed a small Stream, up to the middle in water,  I'take this |
Stream to be a Branch of Le Bras which falls jnto St, Paul’s River, a

- little above the Church 3 we there struck again into the bush, in the same
N. N. W. course, and began to ascend, which brought us to the foot
of a very high Mountain, ‘the Summit of which we only reached at 2 -
P, M. From this spot we could distinguish the South shore of the St.
"Lawrence, from St, Thomas to Kamonraska, P’Isle aux Coudres, les
Ebouleniens, and part of St. Paul’s Bay ; it took us four hours to des-
cend the other side of the Mountain, and we encamped at the foot of it
for the night by the side of a rivulet of excellent water, The country
through which we travelled to day was all but impenetrable. The old

- fallen trees lay o thick, and overgrown with Saplings and Brushwood,
_that we could not see each other at the distance of four yards. The

timber appears worthless, except on the Banks of the Streams w;xere “
T : - . © 7 there

et



there are que Spruce én'd Birch",trees, \vhiqh mtig.;lht be aerviéeablg; if .

aceessibles The Soil is indifferent in the low grounds; it {s a light sandy
" mould, and on the Hills'a reddish Clay, full of stones, The Thermo-

. meter, which I shall except where otherwise.expressea in futore note as -

follows, stond at 51 ©, 60.° and 62 @ ; the first number being the degree

observed at 6 A. M. the second at noon, and the thirdat 6 P. M. ~

We were much fatigued when we encamped, and our Clothes all torn.

The Swarms of Mosquitoes ‘tormented "us extremely, and they are the -

only living -thing ‘we have seen to day, not even a Bird or.a Squirrel
made its appearance. S,

Friday, 26thi~—Early this momingl "we had a few drops of rain, .
but it soon cleared up, and " little after 6 A. M. we proceeded .

- farther into the interior. At ‘noon we reached the top of. another high
* Mountais, from which I could see a great distance, and nothing appea-
ring towards the.interior but Mountain succeeding atter Mountain, as

. far as I could see 'with my perspective Glass, I determined on returniog -

by a shott cut; to Rives St. Paul. ‘We ‘died on the Summit, and

descending into a déep Valley, at half after four P. M. we fell uponia -

small River running between the Mouitains, which we followed till,
. 6 P. M. when we encamped for the night. Along this River we found

. some large Fir and Spruce, with here and there some ' Cedar; Birch is

scarce. - The Country appeared the same as yesteiday in every respect,
Thermometerat 49,-69 and 66 © .

Saturday, 27th.-~Began our march at 6 A. M. ‘along the
Little River, and at noon came fo its junction with Le Bras, which
_ falls into the River St. Paul, a littleabove the Church, . We came
down_along the Moumains Perean, where we dined, and in the after-

" noon went up to St. Urbain’s Church, and put up for the night at M.
COt&’s. Thermometer 57; 76 and 61°.- .~ .

Sunday, 28th.—After Mass I conversed with many of the Irha-
bitants of this Parish, among” whom I found one who gave me the
beot intelligence respecting the interior of the Country, of any 1 had
hitherto obtained. This man, whose name is Godefride Girard, 1 en-
gageéd to accompany me through the intesior as far 43 Malbay.. I am to

altow him two shillings 'a day, and his fate, It rained-hard all ay,

* Thermometer 48, 52 and 46 ©..

Monday, 29th.——Yesterday it rained hard, but the whole of this
.day it has poured down without intermission, so that every liule
Rivulet ‘has become .d River ; we have been weatherbound in conse-
quence all day. The rain accompanied by a cold N, E, wind. Ther-
mometer 46, 57 and 40°.. - L - '

’i‘uesday, :
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Tucsday; 30th—The weather cleared up; and a listle after 8 A,
M. 'we set off; directing the guide to take me through the pass of
.- the Mountains, We followed the High Road rather mare than half a

- league ; passing the Bridge of Le Petit Bras, we turned to the left, .
. and continued following an old foot path, which brought us to a small

River, to pass over which we felled a large Tree, as it was, from the

heavy rain we had had, too deep to ford. We now began to ascend
“the Mountains by a gentle slope, still following the old. path, We
crossed several small Streams of no note, and at last Ffell upon a rivulet,
between two very high Mouatains, which ive followed up, and which

brought us to the summit of the first range of Mountains at 6 P. M,

We put up for the night, on the borders of a fine little Meadow. Some

of l{le Inhabitants of St, Urbain, used it to come here a few years ago .
1o make hay, and there were a few bundles or stacks still remaining’

in several places. In coming up the Mountains we saw iron ere in

different places; we did not see, during the day’s jourhey, any full
grown Trees of avy kind. The wood was all burnt down some
years ago, and a new growth of Aspen, Birch, Spruce and Fir, is
springing up, with various kinds of wild Fruit. 'The Soil is in general
reddish gand and ¢lay, encumbered with large stones. The Mouiitain
we ascended this &y is udt so steep bur it might admit of 2 good cart

Road being: made, The Hills between-Les ELoulemens and Malbay

ate much. steeper.  Godefride Girard, my guide, while we wete coming
up the Mountain to day, poinied out to me a high and steep Pinnacle
7 Rock on the side of the Mountain, where he told me that five years ago,
a-water spout, (pompe d’eau) had burst, and caused so great a floud,
-that’it carried away three bridges, two upon the Little Bras above S.
Urbain’s Charch, and one upon St. Paul’sRiver. This he says all the
Inhabitants of his Parish can confirm ; for my part, 1 have his au-
thority alone, asd give it ashe told it to me. Thermometer this "day
56, 57 and 50 ©. ‘ ‘

Wednesday, July 1st—Started a little after 6 A. M. and continued
our Route N, N. W. We crossed several small Streams of excelleat
. water, on the borders of which grass grows in. abundance, after this we

reached a comparatively level trict og Land surrounded on all sides by

high Mountains,. It is by. no means perfectly level, being diversified
with Hills and Vallies, but the Hills are neither so high nor so steep but

that they can be cultivated to their very tops, This tract extends to the
- Source of St Anne’s River, and reaches to Malbay River. The former
. River takes ijts rise from several small Lukes, and it appeared to mey
Arom the top of & high Mountain, to receive not far from its source, seve-
“ral Streams descending from the westward between very high Moun-
tains. Malbay River also runs between a range of high Mountaing,
both above and below this place. I take this comparatively level tract to
be about six leagues in extent every way, but in. Serpentine form.

There
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There appears to me to be cultivable Land enough for from twelve to
fiftcenr hundred Inhabitants. The Sail is good, being getierally a black:

. loamy mould, mixed with clay, anda few stores, The climate I take
tobe better than at St. Paul’s’ Bay, as all the wild berries are much”
vearer ripe than there and near the coast, There are strawberries, ragp-
berries, blue' berries, elderberries, black cherry, goosberries, the
pabinac and-cormier, (service tree.)’ The Timber I saw, consisted of
Fir, Spruce, white and black - Birch, and red Spruce; neitber Pine. '
nor Cedar are to be seen. But the whole is-almost one continued burnt
field, excepting round the little Lakes, and in the Vallies, In many
parte an industrious man might clear Land enough in one Month, to
sow forty bushels of grain; and grass is praduced evety where, The only
Rouie of Communication with this interior tract is by Land from St.

_ Paul’s Bay, through the pass of the Mauntains, where 2 Read might -
be easily opened, at no great expense : onpe of the Mountaios over which
it must pass, is a long .one, but mot steep. The principal difficulty

* settlers would have to.experience, would be the great distance they would
" have to go to fetchi Timber, and even firewood. At 6 P. M. we en-

camped. by theside of a fine little Lake, much fatigued and - hungry.

The men tried with the hook and line, but conld catch no fish. Ther. -

mometer to day, 40, 59 and 56°. °

If there is a Volcano in these parts, it must be beyond the St. Anne’s

. River, in a range of high Mountains to the Westward of it.. I would

‘advise any person who may be led by curiosity to seck for it, to ascend

theS*  Anue’s River till opposite 8¢, Paul’s Bay, and then explore the

Mountains to the Westward, Hitherto'I have discavered no mines;

mineral waters or minerals of any deseription, except iron ore, which is
found in many places, in small quantities, ' .

Thursday, 2d—Left our encampment a little after 8 o’clock,
A.M, and procéeded in 'a north easterly’ direction, towards
Malbay,. for about a league, through a country the. same asg —
yesterday ; we then came to the foot of . 2 high mountain, which
took us three hours to-ascend. ' From its summit I could see at
least twelve leagues in every direction, 1t wag so steep that we’
were obliged to go about’a lesgue back, to find a passage down
its side. In descending we met with a bank of snow from four to
six feet deep, although exposed to the midday sun, The nearer
we approach Malbay, the higher the mountains, and the more -
rugged the couniry becomes. This Country seems destitute of
every thing "thatis, or can be useful to man. The little timber
" we saw was fir, spruce and birch of small growth. Encamped

' ) B “at
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at six P. M., between two mountains, Weather cloudy all
day, with a cool easterly wind, Thermometer, 51. 63 and 57 © .

Friday 8d.=-Started at 6 A. M., on our way to Malbay; con-
tinually going up hill till noon, and climbing mountain after
amountain ;. when we came to the last, we took -our dinner.
From this height I vould perceive all the concessions of Malbay,
and the whole Parish of St. Paul’s; also part of Les Eboulemens,
and many leagues of the south shore, The course of the River
St, Paul’s is due north; Malbay River rung N. W, and N.N. W
as far as I could see. 'We were on the last range ot mountaing
from this to the Malbay Lakes, which were plainly distinguished.
At one P. M., we began to descend, and it took us four hours be-
fore we got to the foot of the mountain. Here we fell into a
level country, which reaches from. the Malbay Lakes to River St.
Paul, a little above St. Urbain’s church, Itis watered by many
little streams, and has a small Lake in its centre. It stretchesc

_four or five leagues every day, We crossed several little Rivers .,
from the foot of the mountains to a little lake, where we encamp- -
ed for the night. The soil is black mould, with a- stiff greyish
clay underneath, The timber fir, spruce, birch and cypress, the
latter being thé first I have seen since I entered the bush, alders,
willows and cormijer are seen all over, and all kinds of wild berries
grow in abundance. Stones I saw but few, except on the banks
of the rivulets, Though the weather is cool, the mosquitoes and
sand-flies are very troublesome. The wind all day from the
N. E ; our course to day was the same as yesterday. Thermo-
meter, 50, 61. and 63 ©.

Saturday 4th—~Lefe our encampment at 6 A. M. direct for the .
Malbay Lakes ;-we passed first over a tract, where the soil is pure
sand, producing nothing but cypress. A middle sized river passes
through the centre of this sandy ground, which runs into St.
Paul’s River ; afterwards we came to a swamp overgrown with
long grass, and low shrubs, which brouglit us to another River,
Jarger than the former,. when we waded over up to the middle;
we then went ovér some newly burnt woodland, and came at four
P. M. to the Lake just at the Seigniorjal line. This tract of coun~
try is well known to the inhabitants of St. Paul’s and Malbay, so-
that there is no occasion to say much about it. It took us three
hours to go round the lake, and at seven P. M. we arrived among
the inhabitants at the little Lake, where we put up for the mg;ltt



1

at thé house of a Mr. Gaye, very much harrassed and farigueds
The grain growing about this Lake has a good appeatance. Ther-
mometer, 53, 75. and 69 © . : . :

‘Sunday, 5th—-This morning I engaged the man of the house to
_take me, with our baggage, with .his horse and cart, down to the
Church at Malbay, for which I gave him five shillings, the distance
is three leagues.. Arrived there at 8 A. M. and took up my quar-
ters at Mr. Chaperon’s. Here I discharged ,myvguide from St.
Urbain’s, Girard, and paid him for his services, Wishing to pur-
‘chase a canoe, made enquiries, .and was given to understand there
is one for sale up the Malbay River. Thermometer, 68. 77.and
65°, (

Monday, 6th~—After breakfast went up the River to look at the
canoe, but found it was too small for my purpose,went to look after
another, but did not succeed. Thermometer, 66. 81. and 68°:

Tuesday, 7th~—Succeeded in’purchasing a eanoe, for which I
paid five dollars; and got every thing in readiness for starting
tomorrow. ' Thermometer, 64. 73.and 61 °.

Wednesday, 8th—It began' to rain last night, and continued al
this day, so that I remained here weatber bound. Thermometer, .
52.69,and 45 °, . ’ ' '

Thursday, 9th~—-After breakfast set off, with my two men,'to go
up the River Maibay. Kired @ hwise and cart to take our provi-
sions &c. up to where our canoe was, Got there at two P. M.,
and set the men to gum the cance, and make paddles and setting
poles for themselves. Took up our abode ata farm house.
 Thermometer, 56, 69.and 65°.,

Friday, 10th——Embarked at 11 A.M. in our canoe, and proceeded
up the River, which is one continued rapid, so that we had to
" use the setting ‘poles constantly. With much labour and trouble
. we reached the upper Bridge at noon, when we put ashore to gum
the canoe, and take dinner. At half past one, £, M. set of again,
the two men. in the canoe, and myself on foot along the River.
At 6 P. M. encamped for the night, a little above Harris’s Saw
Mill, T got to this place an hour before the cance. This is on
the Seigniorial line of Malbay, and thus far the Riverisa contin‘t:!al

: - rapid ;
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rapid : in two plhces,:wé had to carry the canoe and baggage;.'
Weather fine and warm all day. Thermometer, 56. 69. 50 @

Sunday, 11th—Wewere again on the water, a little after 6 A.M.
going up rapid after rapid. I went by land, and took short cuts,
over hill and dale, striking the River at intervals. AtnoonI
came to the foot of a long and bad rapid, where I lit a fire, and
waited for the men. They did not arrive till 4 P. M. with the
canoe half full of water, and entirely discouraged. Seeing they
were s0 much disheartened, and with a long and difficult rapid
b‘efore us, to which we could see no end. I came to the resolu-
tion of returning, considering that it would be only losing time to
continue labouring up this River, We therefore embarked at
5 P. M. to run down the River, and at seven found ourselves at
Harris's Saw Mill, where we put up for the night, It rained, and
finding no person here, we slept in the Mill. All our things being
wet, we made a fire in a stove we found here, to dry them through
the night. Thermométer, 65. 70. and 63 ©.

Sunday, 12th—Embarked again at six A. M. and run down the
River. At9 A. M. we were at the upper Bridge, where we
found three cabins of Abenaquis Indians. I engaged one of them
to show me the winter road from this to Anse St. Jean, on the
_River Saguenay, and sent iny two men down to Mr. Chaperon’s for
more provisions. In the afternoon it rained hard. My men did
Dot return to day, and 1 took lodgings at Mr. Alexander M¢Nicol’s
for the night. - Thermometer, 65. 70. and 63 °,

Monday, 18th—Early this morning my two men arrived with a
supply of provisions, and every thing being put'in readiness, and
being joined by my Abenaquis guide, at 8 A. M. we began our
march once more in the bush, For some time we followed an
old road that the inhabitants had -made to haul wood and timber
out; then we entered a burnt field between two ranges of high
mountains, which we followed till we encamped at 6 P.M. At
this place we were about two leagues from the Seigniorial line of
Malbay, We travelled about four leagues to day, all the way
over burnt ground, overgrown with brushwood, chiefly young
spruce, - 'We had, for the most part, to wilk upon fallen trees,
crossing each other, three or four feet high, and upon large stones,
round which the earth is all burnt to ashes. The.fire séems
equally to have passed over the mountains. What wood I sav:! to

. ay
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day was all spruce and fir, with here and there a birch tree. In
_the course ot the day, we crossed two little Rivers that empty
themselves into the Malbay River. Thermometer, 50. 86, and
68°.

Tuesday, 14th—After passing a miserable night in the rain, we
set out, and proceeded in a N. N. W. direction, towards the Little
Saguenay River. Atnoon we came to two small lakes, at the Jast
of which we found an old camp, where a canvas tent still remain-
ed, which-our Indian guide informed me, was left last winter by
Messrs, Brownson and MNicol, We encamped at the end of the
last lake, at 4 P. M. as it began to rain hard, The country we
have come through, is burnt land, the same as yesterday, excepting
about the lakes where it is swampy, with green brushwood.
Thermometer, 59, 72, and 63 © .,

Wednesday, 15th—This morning I discharged my Abenaquis
guide, having no further occasion for his services, as- Verreaux is
capable of acting as guide about these parts. I paid the Abenaquis

“ten shillings for coming thus far. After drying our clothes and .
blankets, we left our encamipment, and proceeded towards the
Little Saguenay, still in a N.N. W. direction. The burnt wood

" continued about a league beyond the little lakes, and then
we ascended a mountain that waslong, although not steep. From
the top we could see the Black Lake, the source of Riviere
Noire. After dining, we descended the mountain- by a gentle
slope, along which a good road might be made with ease. A
little before six P. M. we arrived at the western end of the Black
Lake, where we encamped for the night. The only timber seen
to day was fir, spruce, and here and there a white birch, all of
small growth, Wild berries grew in abundance in many places
"The soil reddish sand, full of large stones all over, which would
be a great obstacle in the way of a summer road, Thermometer, .’

'65.76.and 72 °. , , o

Thursday, 16th—Had a little rain this morning, but not enough to
prevent us from continuing cur journey. We came to a very small
Lake or rather Pond, pot far fromthe Little Sagnenay, where Verreaux
shot five wild Ducks. We breakfasted by the side of it, and finding
that we were too short of provisions to proceed farther towards Riviére
St. Jean, for the present, I found it necessary to return to Malbay, and
take this afterwards again in my way from Aunsc St, Jean in the Sague-

‘ : nay.
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nay. ‘Thus far it is easy to make a winter road from Malbay, but as-
fora good summer road it is out of the question, without great expente.
Our course from Malbay to this was N, and N. N, E. Here we took
at 8. S. E, course.  About half a league from the last mentioned Pond
we ascended a high mountain, from which I had a view in every direc
tion. The whole country appears to be very mountainous, particularly
towards the St. Lawrence and Malbay. Upon the hills of the Little
Saguenay, there appears to be a level of considerable extent on both sides
towards the Saguenay, From this mountain I could see the whole chain
of mountains, north of the Sagnenay and Riviere St, Marguerite, as well .

. asthose of the Saguenay about La Trinité, In the course of this after-
noon, we crossed several small streams that run into Riviere Noire 3
they all run between high mountains ; two of these we crossed, whieh
had formerly been burnt off, and where now over grown with tangled
shrubbery, to such a degree that it was very difficult to pass through ir.
We encamped at 6 P; M. much fatigued, in the midst of a bru/é, or
burnt field, close to a little spring of water, in atuft of spruce and fir.
Timber, same as yesterday, ard mostly burnt some years ago. The
wild berries althost all ripe.  Flies insufferable, especially the sandflies,
Thermometer 68; 78,and 69° . .

Friday, 17th.—=Started at 6 A.M. for Malbay, Travelled all day over
. burnt ground, some of it having been very lately burnt, and the wood
still standing so cloge that we tore our hands, faces, and clothes, every
instant. . It was very uneven, hill and dale. From the top of one of the
hills 1 could see a succession of seven émall lakes, some of them lying
within the Seigniory of Malbay. I saw no timber fit for any use but
firewood., There is no pine or cedar till near Malbay. The soilin ge-
neral a reddish dry sand. 'Wild berries only a few, but all ripe till near
Malbay. We crossed two Rivers with water enough in each fur 2 Mill.
At after 6 P. M. we arrived among the inhabitants of the upper part of
MalbayRiveryand put up, much tired, at one of their houses for the night. "
We were all as black as negroes, from the effects of the burnt wood and
eweat. The sud was burning hot on the éralés, and in the gullies.
Thermometer, 58, 79,and 62 ©. .

" Saturday, 18th.—This morning I engaged a man to take me and my
baggage, with his horse and "cart, down to the Bay; and I arrived at
9 A. M. at Mr, Chaperon’s, my old lodgings at Malbay. 1 sent my men .
and baggage to Point au Fic, (where my canoe i¢,) with orders to ‘gum
it, and get all things in readiness to start for the' River Saguenay, en
Monday morning. Thermometer, 48,77, and 56 °, -

Sunday, 19th.—Nothing particular to-day, save that the Waterloo
Steambeat came down hete on a pleasure trip, We had several showers
of rain, Thermometer, 56, 83, and 61 ©, . .

‘ Monday,
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Monday, 20th.——Went early this morning toPointe auPle, and launch-
ed the canoe, but were obliged to haul it up again, as it began to rain, «
and the wind blew too hard for us toproceed. We passed the day at
Poiute au Pic, and towards evening it blew a hurricanes The Thermo-
meter stood at 63, 76, and 62°.

Tuesday, 21st,~At 9 A. M. embarked in the Cauoe, with my two
men, provisions, &c, andat 8 P. M, at Port au Persil, orMaclaren’s settles
ment, . We put up here for the night. At this place there are only
four houses 3 Mr, M¢Leod has a fine Saw Mill here. I .had some con-
versation with several men who have been employed for seyeral years in
hauling Timber to the Saw Mill ; but they knew nothing of the country
below Riviére Noire, except that it was all over mountainous. ‘Thermo-
meter, 67, 89 and 7L ©. )

" Wednesday, 22nd--Left Port au Persil at 8 A, M. and went iato

the Bay of Port au Quilles. Here we stowed our provisions away
© in an old fishing hut, and placed the canoe in safety in the bush.

This Bay is one league below Riviere Noire, and two from Port
au Persil. We then entered the bush, along the Little River.
The hills are very high. We continued goingup hill till 6 P. M.
when we encamped by the side of a little brook which just afford-
ed water enough for our use. From this spot we could not see.
the St. Lawrence, but the interior is visible for a great distance.
From Port au Quilles to this, the hills are poorly stocked with
wood ; there are a few maples trees, here and there, and some
scattered pines and cedars of interior quality ; birch, spruce and
fir are the ‘most common; the brushwood is thickly intertwined,
and of different sorts : what little soil there s is good, but for one
foot of it, there are ten of stones or rocks. Thermometer, 65.
83, and 75 °. ’

Thursday, 28rd-~Started at 6 A. M: towards the interior,
Descended into a deep valley, much encumbered with fallen trees
and brushwood.  After which we ascended a- high mountain
whence we discerned seven small lakes. - Round about these lakes
there is a small extent of level land, overgrown with stunted
spruce, birch, &c., 'We passed between these lakes:. the largest
is not moie than a league in circumference, About a league be-
yond the last of them, we came to a high and naked mountain,

" which we ascended, and from the top could see the hills of the
Saguenay. We descended on the north side, and encamped for
the night at the foot of it, on the back of a little brook, of good

. : o water,
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water, that runs into one of the small lakes we had passeds The

soil throughiout this day’s journey, is a light black mould of an - -

inferior quality. About the lakes it is rather swampy, and in
some places, we sank up -tothie knees in the moss. I saw no
pine, cedar, nor maple to day ; nothing but red and white spruce,
with here and there a small birch and aspen. The underwood is
very thick, and intermixed. - Berries abundant in many places,
but quite green yet. Thermometer, 66. 79. and 68 © .

Friday, 24th—Started at 6 A: M. and went in a straight course
to where we had left our canoe and baggage. Arrived there at
noon, and found all safe. After taking our dinner, we embarked
and went down to Baie des Roches, and encamped at the entrance
of the Little River. This Bay is about two miles deep. We
saw many porpoises and seals. -Thermometer, 64. 76. and 68 ©,

Saturday, 25th—After placing our canoe and baggage in safety,
we breakfasted ; and at 7 A. M. began to-ascend the hills, which
~ are pretty high and steep at this place. From the height we saw

two little lakes, towards which we directed our course. At noon
we reached the one farthest off, which is about a league and a
half from Baie des Roches. As I neither found or saw any
thing in this quarter worth mentioning," I returned by another
route ovér the hills, but all was the same. Timber and brush-
wood the same as yesterday. = On the hills near the Bay there are
some fine birch and cedar trees. At 6 P.M. we were again in
our camp, at the Bay. Thermometer, 67, 82.and 71 °.

Sunday, 26th—Embarked at 7 A, M. to go down to Baie de
PEchaffaud du Basque, or Riviere aux Canards, but when we
reached the Point of Baie des Roches, the wind blew too hard
for us to proceed, and we put ashore ‘in a little cove till noon,
when weé embarked again, and kept close in shore with the tide |
and wind in our favor. We had not proceeded lar when we
were pursued by-a monstrous fish of prey, in consequence of
which we put ashore again. This animal was four hours about
us, and apparently watching us. It came sometimes within
twenty feet of the rock on which we were. It was at least from
twenty to twenty-five feet long, and shaped exactly like a pike ;
its jaws were from five to six feet long with a row of large teeth
on each side of a yeHowish colour. 1t kept itself sometimes for

nearly a minute on the surface of the water. At 5 P. M. seeing
. nothing .
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nothing moré of if, we embarked-again, keeping close in shore,
and st 7 P. M. put in for the night at the fishing hut at Echaffaud
du Basque. 'I'wo men, named Baptiste Simard and Coton
Felion, who were on their way to Malbay, hunting for seals, put
in at the same timé as we did. Thermometer, 71, 77. and 69 ©,

Monday, 27th—This morning we wentto the entrance of
Riviere aux Canards, and putting the canoe and baggage in safety,-
I sent my two men Wwith instructions to visit Pointe aux Bouleaux,
whilst I followed the Riviere aux Canards, all the way up the
hills. This River is larger than it appears at its entrance, and
the hills are not so steep a3z they seem., I ascended the top of
the hlghes_.t, where I had a view of Pointe aux Bouleaux, and the
interior parts. At different places between the hills I could seé
the waters of the Saguenay.’ There appears to be-a level part or
valley that runs in behind I’Anse St. Etienne, between the hills.
I descended from the high land about the middle of Pointe aux
Bouleaux, came straight to the St. Lawrence, and went along the
bank to our camp, where I arrived at 5 P.M. My men arrived
- alittle after me. This point is of a greater extent than it appears
at first sight ; and I take it to be at least a league in depth., Much
however, need not be said about it as it is well known. The
soil is good ; the wood principally fir, spruce, cedar, birch, poplar,
&c. I saw no pines on the point, but on the hills there is one
here and there. 'The underwood i difficult to pass through,
being much interwoven. This Point is a desirable place for &
settlement, and has land enough for two hundred inhabitants.

i

Thermometer, €9, 78, and 69°°.

Tuesday, 28th—1It appears to rzin last night, and continued to
fall in showers all this day. At 10 A. M. we embarked, and pro-
ceeded straight to Tadoussac, where we were politely received by
. Mr. Moreau. Here webaked a batch of bread for our veyage up
the Sagyenay. The weather was warm. Thermometer, 66, 87,
and 729, '

Wednesiday, 29th—~At 8 A.M. we entered the Saguenay, and .
proceeded with the tide in our favor, up to the Bas Plerre. Here
we had the misfortune to wet our ginpowder, and I sent my two
men back to Tadoussac to buy some. They got a pound from
.Mr. Morean, for which they paid Is. 6d. It was six P. M. when
.they returged ; we then proceeded to Anse St, Etienne, where we

: T C " B arrived
‘ C B



TR

“arrived afler dark, é{nd had Lmuchf‘tﬂrouble in gétting ashor;e,”
A the water being '°,W° "Thermometer, 66. 87 .. angi e, -

Thtiréday, 80th—1It began to rain Béfor‘e" day ligﬁt this morning,

and continued till 10 Al M. when_it cleared up; when after put- - -

‘ting the canoe and.baggage in safety, we procecded inland. "We
had not gonie far when, viewing the country from the top ofa hill, .

I perceived it would be more advantageous to penetrate it from
Riviere au Foin, opposite to Riviere Ste. Marguerite. 'We there-
fore returned to' Anse St. Etienne, embarked, and went up.to
Riviere "au. Foin, where we arrived at 5 P, M, and encamped.:
From the little I saw at Anse St.” Etiénhe, I found it was sur-
rounded by high mountains, with tome patches of level land be-
tween them of small extent: "The soil is good, being a mixture of -
 clay and sand. The trees are of a larger growth than at the .
. Riviere aux Canards. They are mostly spruce, fir, birch, aspen,
cedar, and red spruce. The few pine trees I saw. were not fine.
ones. Brushwood such as is common to the banks of the Sague-
nay. The entrance of Anse St: Etienne ‘is very difficult at "low
© " water. 'Thermometer, 62. 76:and 67°. - o

Friday, 8 1st.~~Early this morning we ascended the hills in"the
. rear of Riviere an Foin, which are not so steep as. they appear at
a distance. Thereis a level tract behind the hills diversified by’
_some eminences, one of which I-ascended, and could see the Hhilis
of Riviere aux Canards, This -level tract extends to the. upper
part of the Little Saguenay in a zig-zag form. ' The timber is the
same as. that described yesterday ; .and . brushwood ‘also. . The
soil I examined was a stiff greyish clay, intermixed: with. stones
. in some places. If Pointe aux Bouleaux is.settled, I have no
" doubt these interior parts will make a-great addition to it in course .
. of time, and the settlements may even rejch beyond the Little
Saguenay, in a winding direction, . The/climate appears to be
favourable ; the few berries I saw were all(ipe, and even the hazel .
"nuts far advanced to maturity. We returned to our canoe, by a
winding route between the hills,. We arrived at 7 P. M. at- our
camp, not fo rest, but to be tormented by the mosquitoes, Ther.
mometer, 63. 71.and 68 °. - ’ T A

Saturday,” Augist Ist.—Started at 11 Ac M. from Riviere au

. Foin, and went up with the tide to the Little Saguenay, a distance
", of two leagues.. Here again I.ascended the hills to view the
e T - country

PO
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. -country behind them ; and finding that I could see nothing more
of the interior, than I had seen at Rivier au Foin, 1 returned to
our-camp which ‘was i a fishing hut, at the mouth of the River.
The hills hére are high and steep. The weather was cool ta day.
Thermometer, 40.-86. and 58 ©. ' T

Sunday, 20d.—Embarked before day-light, to go up with the
tide to. Anse St. Jean, where we arrived at A. M. and ascended
the River about half a league, when it becoming too shallow to
procecd higher up in the canoe, we put on shore, and placing the
canoe and baggage in security, we took our provisions and other .
necgssaries to proceed on foot. "We began our march at 8 A, M.
along the River for a short distance, after which we ascended the
hills following a Rivulet that runs’into Riviere St Jean. The
ascent is'not very long not'steep. At two P. M. we came to the
banks of the Little Saguenay, which we followed for a short dis-
tance.  Perceiving a high ‘mountain to our right, we ascended it,
and T had a view from ifs. summit, of the country all around.
" There seemed to be some level, spots in every direction, which
" appeat to go in a zig-zag ' direction, downwards in the rear of the

Saguenay. I.espied two small Jakes at some distance, and directed
my course’towards them. At 6 P.M. we reached the first of
.them, and encamped on its shore for the night. The country'we
. have passed through from.Anse St. Jean, at least the greatest part
of it, might be made habitable, It is well stocked-with all kinds
of timber, excépt pine, of ‘which there is none in the interior,
Maple is rare, but ash, birch, cedar, aspen, fir, and all kinds of
_spruce grow plentifully.” The soil is'a stiff greyish clay, stony in
many places. Swamps I saw none, excepting round this lake.
- Few wild berries were seen. Thermometer, 44. 88. and 79° -

+ . -Monday, 8rd.~—Early this morning, we proceeded in a southerly
direction, - At noon we reached the same little lake, where we-
took our, breakfast: on.the 16th of July. I have now ascertained .

'what T was desirous: of, namely, the practicability of a road from

Anse St. Jean to Malbay.' It is a good winter road, but as for a

summer road, the distance is too great, and the expenses would be -

too much. ‘Before we arrived here, we crossed four little streams,

which ¥ think form the Little Saguenay River. The farther we. .

.got in the intgrior, the poorer the country laoks. Since we left-

our encampmént, we have seen no other wood than spruce and"

. fir, with herevand thete a small birch. The soil is-a light black
. i IR . ' sandy

.
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sandy mould.  After taking -a dinner, we ‘steered onr course {g
- the N.W. towards Riviere St. Jean. At 5 P. M. we crossed that
River, and ascended the hills on the other side, where we encam-
ed for the night, hungry and fatigned. The country appears
very mountainous to the north of Riviere St Jean, and has for-
merly been all overrun by fire. The . country we have travelled
overto day, is not so well ‘stocked with timber as yesterday, and
much more burnt down, nor does the soil appear so good, and is
mich more stony. Thermometer, 62, 85.and 72.9 .

.. Tuesday, 4th.—At 6 A. M. started again;.on our way towards
‘the Little Saguenay, the country being. teo mountainous to the -
North of Riviere St. Jean, and towards La Trinité,. We struck
upon a level tract of land, winding between hills and mountains, -
" and‘at6 P. M. we encamped by the side of alittle creek, which
we had passed the day we left Anse St. Jean, The tract we came
through to day is in general good soil; the trees, underwood, .
and grass are allin' a flourishing stdte, ‘where it is not burnt.
Maple and ash 1 saw little of ; the wood the most common is, fir,
‘spruce, cedar, and birch. - Weather very warm. Thermometer,
65. 87. and 76 °, Mosquitoes and-sandflies in innumerable
swarms, and we must either endure their stings, or choke our-
selves with smoke, - . L o “

“We&lﬁesday, Sth.-uProcégded this ;norixiug sti‘aiéht to our cange
and ‘baggage at Riviere St.. Jean, where. we arrived at.11 A- M..
found all safe, breakfasted, and at 1 P. M. embarked and went up

° to La Trinité, where we put up inthe old fishing hut: I took'ene
. of the men with me to go up the River, which is very shallow.

" Both, this River, and the Riviere St. Jean, run to the westward.
About a league - up the River, I ascended a mountain, where I
could see all around in every direction : I could perceive nothing -
but rocky hills and mountains, as far as the eye could reach. I
returned by the same road I came, along the River. There there
are a good many ash and maple trees, and a few pines, but the
chief growth of wood is cedar, spruce, fir, -and birch. All the
trees-are of a good size, and the soil ,along the River is good.
There is land enough for two or three farms. Thermometer, 60.
89. and 73 ©, Mosquitoes again in swarms. : "

Timrsdayﬂ 6th—The mosquitoes made us set off early. E:;i- o
barking, we- proceéded up to Ha-Ha-Bay, where we aprived at -
L “ , . R 10
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10 A: M. . We puit ashore 3t Portage de' I'Anguille, which is six
leagues abiove La Trinité: “We took our breakfast, and putting the
-canoe and baggage en cache, we entered the bush once more, (and
for the last time). ‘We went up the hills by a gentle ascent, about
4 leagué from the Bay, where we tanie to a butnt field of some
extent every wiy. We crossed two small streams that run into
Riviere de PAnguille, if [ may call it a River, for it is small -
itself; and a6 P. M. we encampeéd in a fine tuft of green wood;
by the side of a. Rivalet of excellent water. ~ From Ha-Ha-Bay to
this, the suil is in general a good greyish clay, in some places in«
termixed with stones. The timber is of a pretty large size, and
- of thé sorts common on the Saguenay, namely, cedar, spruce, fir,
birch, aspen” and poplar. The under brushwood is of -ait
* deccriptions,  and in‘ many places difficult to pass through.
Weather excessively warm. Thermometer, 64, 89. and 86 ° .,

Friday, Tth.—Started a little after 6 A. M. and steered our

- course in a S, S. W. direction, bétween two chains of mountains,
one to the S, and 8. E. of us, and-the other to the W. and N.'W.
The country in genera] is burnt, muc¢h encumbered with fallen
trees, and overgrown with young birch, aspen, fir, and spruce.
The s0il is of different qualities, but in general consists of a poor
reddish clay very stony. Inthe few spots where the fire has wot -

- passed, the-timber looks well, and is of a good size ; white birch,

. fir and spruce, are the most comnion, intermixed witha few cedars.

X saw neither maple nor ash to day. ='We ctossed several rivulets,
but. met with 'no lakes. Towards evening. I ascenided a high

“mountain,and had a view of the country round, and could see the

, mountains fo the north of the Saguenay. - From this to La Trinité
it appears to be.one continaed range of high mionntains. . It is
amongst these mountains I conceive the River La- Trimité and St.

. Jean take their rise from several small lzkes, which I could dis-
cover among the hills. This'chaid appears to ton quite across
Malbay River, aitd to reach to, orbe the same, as the range‘that
passes between St, Panl’s Bay, and the head of Ste. Anne’s River; .

-"and the chain, of mountains to the W. N. W, of this segms to be_
the same that runs to the west of Ste, Anne’s River. It:must bein

this chain that Malbay River takesits rise. I have been informed”

" by an Abenaquis Indian ‘that Malbay River, and La Belle Riviere, °

which empties its¥If into T.ake St. John, take their rise not abowe

& daj’s journey from each other, 'Descending the mountains we

S ‘ ' - encamped -
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" “encamped at the ‘foot of it. 'Thermometer, 65. 87. and 73‘9, -

. We had some thunder and lightning to day, but no rain,

Saturday, 8th,~—After passing a restless night, by the smoke and
mosquitoes, we were on our way at an-early hour this morning..
Our course lay in a northerly diréction. - Leaving the mountains to
. the west of us we fell upon a River which-1 take to be the:
. Vipouscoire Sipay, or Riviere Brulé, which runs into Ha-Ha-Bay.

We followed it a short distance, and finding the hills getting too
steep, we struck off to the east.for Portage de I’ Anguille, through
burnt wood all along, and a little,beforée 6 P. M. encamped by the
side of a smali brook, not to rest, but to be tormented by the mos-
quitoes. . The soil begins to have a better appearance. I can say
Jittle of the timber I have seen to day, as I saw but very little
_green wood, Some of. the trunks of the. half burhed pines were
" very large. Itiswell known that whena fire has passed overany
part of a country, the same sorts of timber that were burned
down never grow up there again. There appear to be some high
hills between us and the Bay.. Thermometer, 68. 90.and 84 ©+

- Sunday, 9th.—We had litile or no rest last night, from the
rain and the mosquitoes, Although it rained hard, we left our.
. encarapment at a little after 6 A. M. and proceeded straight to
Portage de PAnguille, where we arrived at § P. M. wet, fatigued,
and hungry, having had 'nothing to eat all .day. We however,
" having made a good cabin, with a canvas tent and oil cloth, and
agood fire within, we'soon found ourselves comfortable, and I
gave my men a bottle’of spirits with their supper, which made
them forget their fatigues. The soil during this day’s walk was
good, and the timber, where it is not burned down, large enough.
This part of the country is diversified by hills and 'dales, and the
hills are not-too steep to be caltivable 3 near the Bay they ‘are
the steepest and highest. © The distance from Ha-Ha-Bay, to
Malbéy River, I take t‘o\be-abput fifteen leagues in a 'direct line,
I reckon that we have travelled, since leaving Portage de I’An-
‘guille, between thirty six and forty leagues, in a kind of round.
. Thermometer chis day, 66.71..and 64°. ‘ ‘ :

.Monday, 10th~This morning, after drying - our clothes,
blankets, &c., we embarked in our canoe to return to Quebec,
Although the sky had a very threatening aspect in the north west,
we went down the Sagucnay with the tide, in a fire. calm, till we:

) ’ ’ scame
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* came to the Tableau, when'it began to rain, and to blow a hurri-
‘cane, 50 much so that it was with the greatest trouble and danger
'we gotashore at the-Little Point below the Tableau, We bad

' not'much rain, but the stérm contmued to blow so violently that .

- we were wind bound here for the remamder ‘of the day. Ther-
mometer, 63, 68.and 54 °,

Tuesday, llth —This morning ‘the Wmd blew too hard

" for us to proceed ; but it slackened at. 8 P. M.’ and we embarked

immediately; intending to proceed on all night. At M P. M.

howeyer, we were forced to put ashore again'; the wind becoming

again very vxolent, and it raining very hard. Thermometer, 56,
60. and 65 °." Andat 11 P. M. it stOpt at 46 ©.

. Wednesday, 12th.—At ll'A. M. the weather became fine and
.and calm, and we embarked -and proceeded down to Tadoussac,
where we arrived at 5 P.M. Here we found Messrs, Lesperance
and Comeau, who were on their way up to Quebec. Thermo-
meter, 54, 72. and 64 9.

Thursday, 15th—At 10 AM, we. ombarked wiih the two
gentlemen just mentioned, in'aboat which they took to go to Mal-
bay. 1left my canoe at Tadoussac, as it was almost  entirely worn
out. When we came to the ‘Batture aux Afouetteb, we had to

“"wait for the rising of the tide to pass over it. We came toan
anchor. below Baye des Roches We had a strong N. W. wind,
with some heavy sht)wers of rain during the mgbt Thermo-
meter, 58. 69. and 41 ©. ’ :

Friday, T4th ~This day we reached Port au Saumon ; and in
spite of wind and weather, passed the night agaln on the water.
Thermometer, 9. 54. and 43 ©.

Saturdsy, 15th—Early this morning we amw:d at Malbay X
put up-again at my old lodging with my men, &c. Thermdmeter, -
: 58 76.and 67° .

bunday, isrh‘—-.-.There being no schooner here I hired a boat. v
to take me up to Quebec. The weather was clear, cz]m and
_ warm; Thermometer, 63.81.and 78 °.

Monday,
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‘ Monday, 17th.—At lP M. I embarked with E, Veﬁgz{u}x ,‘tlp' :
-proceed to Quebec. with the rising tide. "We reached Isle aux -

Coudres at 7 P. M. and dropped anchor to wait ‘for the tide.
Thermometer, 58. 90. and 69°, - e

T"u.esday,l 1\8th.-'-Weigll1ég!y,‘an&:ho‘r' at 2 A, M. with a light
breeze from the N, E. and arrived at Quebec at 3 P. M, where I -
. paid off mytwo voyagedrs. " o

-

. {B.1
Exrnacts from’the Journal of the Exploration of the Country lying to
- north west of the Seigniories'on the banks of rhe St, Lawrence, from
the south western line of the Seigniory of .St. Gabriel, to the north
. easterii Iine of the Scigniory of Batiscan, Begus on the second’of -
" August, and continued uatil the seventeenth of September, -in the

" year 1829 :—By Jean Proulx; sworn Surveyor.

1 began the said exploration on the north west side of the River Jac-
ques Cartier, and about two leagues to the south east of the south western
line of the said Seigniory of St. Gabtiel. At this point the banks of the
River are very high, especially on the north western side ; they. consist,
however of land susceptible of cultivation, and of tolerable quality. The
principil timber is maple, birch, besch, bass«wdod, spruce and fir.  After

. having ascended the bank of the River I found thie ground. more level,

for the distanice of a quarter of a mile. . Beydnd that distancé the surface

" :becomes-uneven,, there is less hardwood and the land is,of ipferior quality

-to that last mentiored, About, twb leagues from the.gaid River Jacques
Cartier lies Lake' St. Michel, which is about a mile long, and two thirds

_of a-mile wide ; there are some small rocks.in’its neighbourhood, and’
the timber consists for the most part .of - fir; sprice and white birch.

Abouyt halfa mile from the said Lake, thetimber is mixed and the land -

" tolerably good, although.there are a few ecattered rocks here aud there,

About ‘two miles from the said Lake St. Michel, lies Lake Thtaray, = -

which is about. two miles long, and half a mile wide, and abounds in ex-
cellent. fisi, The Riviere aux Pins js chiefly supplied .with water from
this Lake, which is surrounded by racks: of middling height, escept at
its north western extremity,.where the bauks ase less steep, and the, rocks’
disappear. Leaving this Lake, I found in the distance of a quarter of a’
‘mile four other small ones, which render the face of the country unever;‘ H

’ ’ - g } the
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‘the.land is-howevsr susceptible of cultivation and tolerably good ; the' -
. principal. timber is spruce, fir, white birch and alder. The land cons
- tinues the same as far as a large brogk runniog towards the west, and -
very rapid; The distance between the said-brook and the last Lakes ia
one mile aid three quarters.” Between this brook and the River
Touridlez there is a high mountain, the summic of which is covered.
with rocks of different heights and sizes ; but thé slope of which con-
sists on all sides of land susceptible of cultivation, the timber consists of

black and white birch, spruce and fir. - -

_ The River Touridlez is one of the principal branches of the River Ste.
. Anne; it runs towards the north west over a gravelly bed, and is very
_tapid.  The valley along which it winds is about an arpent and'a half in
width 3 but as ‘the River approaches-the Ste. Anne, the baaks become
‘lower, and leave a more ample passage, so that the valley extends to the
witleth of seven or eight avpents, and consists of very good laad fit' for
caltivation. Leaving the said River, the land rises fast, and continues so
to.rise in steps for about a mile ; throughout this distance the land is
“susceptible of cultivation, and .is covered with mixed hardwood of all
"kiads.. At the'end of the said distance there is a chain of rocks extend-
ing about a mile’ and a half fiom the south east towards the north west,
and interspersed with several small Lakes of considerable depth, andthe
waters of which flow into the River Ste, Anne. Leaving the last of the.
- said Lakes, I had to.descend a very high mountain which extends about
a mile, in, several places the descen:t 'is extremely abrupt and
-stéep. About half way down this mountain the land becomes fit for-
cultivation, and i tolerably good. At the foot of this monmtaio runs the
. River Ste. Anne, which is there about an arpentand a third in'width, and
- flows with great rapidity over a bed of stones: It winds along a very
narrow valley, bounded on one mde by the Talayarle mouatain, which.is
“ nothing more than a_barren rock of considerable height. This said
mountan is crossed by a branch of the River; - which rushes with extra-
ordivary rapidity from the top to the bottom of the rock, ‘and loses it- -
gelf i the River Ste, Anne, about a quarter of a mjle to the south west.
About a.mile further on, and on the top of the said mountain, I found
. three small Lakes surrounded by high rocks, and the waters of which rua”
. towards the south. ., From the River Ste. Anne as far as the said Lakes, -
the face of the ground is very uneven, and is covered with rocks ; the tim«
ber consisrs of fir, spruce and white birch. . From the said Lakes to the
third River Ste. Aune, the distance is about 4§ miles,and thioughout this -
- distance the surface of the ground is principally covered with rocks of
different sizes and heighis, and lying in different dire¢tions ; and between-
which there are patches of land fit for cultivation, but of very -small ex«
. tent, and of very middling quality, except that near the River last nan:lzd. ,
. - . - T 5 - there



; -th;;;e' 18, below the great bank on the south east side, a great deal of land .

fit for cultivation bétween the small rocks, lying on '‘the said bank. The '

-said third River Ste. Anne "is one arpent in width, and runs'with great

rapidity towards the south over a bed of large stones. The valley along
which it winds is very narrow, and is botnded on the north western side

by a high mountain, the summit of which is a rack, on the top of which

there is a small Lake, the waters of which fun towards the south. - A

few paces to the north west of this rack the ground begins to fall with a_

very steep descent ; and about one mile -from the- said third River, I

.. found a'branch of 1t abont eighty feet wide running over a bed of large
stones and rock, between two rocks of great height, particularly that on

- the north western side which is very high and steep.

Leaving the caid Branch I c&nlin\iea_ my course  abont five miles and
a half towards' the . north  west, throughout which distagce I found
nothing but rocks, intersected by small Lakes and Brooks. = The tim.

ber on the said rocks condists of spruce, fir, white birch, &¢, of very "

small size,

‘At the énd of the said five miles'and a half, [ bggan to lcrés‘p}o:bvards
the south west, and continued the same course about six miles,” Throughs

out this distance.1 found the same chain of rocks. About half way I
found a-high mountain, which apparently extends from north to south ;
in-descending on the west side.I found several small Lakes, and at the
end of the said six miles I came to a branch of the River Batiscan called
Riviere Pierre, sixty feet in width'and ruaning: with great rapidity to-
wards the west, over-a bed of large stones.. I then proceeded in a direc-

_ tion nearly south east, - for the purpose of coming out at Fussambault.

Leaving the last mentioned River the ground rises very fast, and after
proceedin about three quarters of a mile I found two small lakes, which

- run into the said Riviere Pierre, and are surrounded by.high “rocks: and

about three miles from the said River Pierre, I found a high meuntain,
the direction of which appears to'be from the north east towards the

- gouth west, and which separates the warers ot the. River Batiscan from’

. those of the Ste. Anne. After having descended the said mountain, I

found two small lakes surrounded by high rocks ; but at the distance of

‘about two miles from the said Lakes the mountains become less abrupt,
and begin to detcend gradnally, sloping towards the east. The rocks

dissappear, and the land is 6t for ciltivation, The timber consists chiefly
of maple, black birch, beech, spruce and fir. The land continues the
same as far as-the third River-Ste..Anve, which runs towards the south,

. with some degree of rapidity, over a bed of gravel; The valley along

. which it winds is about two or, three arpents wide, and the land consists
-of good quality, The timber is principally ash, elm, poplar, and alder.

The great bank on the south eastern side is very high, but rises regularly,
. .- . . . and
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~and gradually ‘The surface of the ground then becomes irregular, but
_ the land is of goed quality. The timber fit for service, consists of maple,

beech, black birch, spruc: and fir. | The land continues the same as far
as the River Ste.’Anne, which runs with some degree of rapidity over a
“bed of gravel. There ate in thé River several Islands of a certain ex-
tent, and the land is of a;good quality, - The valley along which the River
. winds, i8 abeut four or five afpents in width§ ac this distauce a great
bank on the south eastern side of the River Ste. Anne commences; this
bauk is niot very high, and the Jand continues very good, to the distance
“of about two miles from the said Rivér, after' which there are several
small Lakes, near 'which there are some small rocks, between which there
" .are many patches of land fit for cultivation and of talerable quality. Be-
tween these Lakes, and Lake St. Joseph, the ground rises regularly and

. the land is very good. The timber fir for service ‘consists of maple, -

. black birch, beech &c. Tthen descended to the Mill at Fossambault,
- and began 1o direct my course towards the north west near the Seigniorial

Jine between Fossambault and Bourg Louis. Leaving thelast settlements

of the said Seigniory of Fossambault, the ground is ‘ﬂmpst‘ level as far
- ‘as-Lake Sergent, except that along the sides of the different Rivulets
which wind through the said- tract of country, there are small hollows
in which the principal timber is cedar, spruce, fir, ash, and alder ; on the
lével ground the timber is black birch, beech, maple, spruceand fir. The
land 18 of good quality. The said Lake Sérgentis bordered by low
land, except on the north western side, where the land rises gradually for
" about a mile, 1t then falls towards the north west, and thereis a small

4

rock to be descended, at the foot of which is a large brook Tubning towards
the squth west. After ascending the north western bank of ‘this Brook .

the ground is almost level as far as the outlet of the Liake of the Seven
Islands, which is the source of the principal branch of the :River Porg.
- neuf, The said bank is rather high. Between the said Lake Setgent

4

“ and the outlet of the Lake of the Seven Islands the land is of good quafity. -
The \imber on the bigher grounds consisis chiefly of maple, beech, black .

birch, spruce and fir, . On the lower, ground, spruce, cedary ash, fir, dnd.
alder, Leaving the said Rivulet or River Portnenf the ground rises.

gradually for about three quatters of a.mile; it then begins to fall to-
" wards {he River Ste..Anne,and at a short distance there isa swamp to. be
- crossed of about half "a mile wide; the land Is theie level and “of bad
. -quality. DPassing this swamp, the land again becomes good and continues
. 80 as far as the River Ste, Anue, falling gradually. The principal timber
between the River Portnenf and the Ste, Anne i3 black birch, spruce, fir,
and alder. ‘The distance is about two miles. The said River Ste. Anne
runs here over a bed of gravel, and is by no means rapid. There are

" several Islands in it of considerable extent, and consisting of very good

land. The valley along which it winds is about five arpents-wide ; the
main banks are by no means high, but that on the north western sicleb is
- . . . ‘ _ratner
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rather more so than the other. Afier ascending this bank the ground is
level-as faras the third River, where-there is a hill of middiing height 10-

- be descended, at the foot of which there'is a very fine valley between the
‘hifl at the said third River, which runs with but little rapidity over a

bed of gravel,-and in which there are'several Islands of considerable ex-
terit and consisting of very good land.. The distance below the two last -

‘mentioned Rivers is about two miles; the land is of good quality, and
the timber fit for service ‘consists of maple, black birch, beech,spruce . :
" and fit. N A B v

The bank on the north westetn side of the valley of the said third River,
is vather high, and abrupt ; but after it is passed, the ground is level for
ahout amile. It then begins to fall towards the north west, for about
a mile, at the end of which distance I found a little. River forty feet -

"+ wide, running with great rapidity towards the east over abed of large _ -

stones. . - ‘-

" The land between the two last mentioned Rivers is of good quality.
The timber on it consists of maple, black birch, beech, &, Oa the
north western side of the said little' River there is a steep hill which must .
be ascended, and jmmediately afterwards descended. After proceeding”

about half a mile from’ the fast meitioned little 'River, I came to it .
-again, and found it running from the northward ; at thus place it runs close
to a high motntain on &5 western -bank: [ ascended this rhountain: - |

obliquely ; itssummit is formed.of ‘a high rock. Thelands-on the River
Ste, Anne which are fit for cultivation do not extend beyond this point 3.

- and after baving descended one part of the said rock, I came to another

which I had to ascend, and in fine at the distance of about four milés and .

.. a half from the last mentioned fittle, River, I 'began to find smalf Lakes,

and in the distance of about three and half miles I found five, all surround- -
ed and separated from each other by barren rocks extremely high and

-abrupr.” The waters of these Lakes tun off towards the sonth west.:

On the north western side of the last, there isa high moumain covered
with small rocks, which make its surface uneven. . This. mountiin is -

“about a mile and a half across, and atits north western foot1s the River

[

" .wandand towards the west. This River is supplied from a small Lake at

Ferrd, which is sizty feet wide 2nd runs towards the south west with

- | great rapidity over a bed of rock ; it falls into Lorig Lakéf

On the bank of the said River on the north side, there is a high’

-l rock, the summit of which is tolerably flat for abeut-half & mile: ¥ had

then to ascend a high chain of rocks, the summit of which is very uneven ;
and about two miles from the said River Ferré, the Jand falls with a very
sieep descent for about a mile, and at the foot of the descent is the
River Ces Aunaies, thiny feet wide, running very sluggishly over a bed of

a

. 1
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a stnall dxstance to the caatward of this pomt ; it falls into another which "

" lies” about . the same: dlstance to the westward, and af!erwards joing
the Bauscan . ,

_ The mountain which separates this little River from the River
Ferré, forms the height of land between. the §te. Anne and the
“PBatiscan, On'the slope ‘of this mountain on the north western
side, about one half the land might be cultivated, and is tolerably
good 3 the timber in this' part consists of maple, black birch,
spruce and fir. . "The said River des Aunaies winds alonga Tittle
valley of very good land on which there is a great deal of alder.
Leaving the said River, I came to a high mountainrising graduals
ly, and the sunimit of which is level, and is about a mile across. " .
The land-then falls a little, but very gently 5 and about a mileand -
a half further on, I passed a large brook running: towards the weft;
On the last mentioned mountain about one third of the land. be=-

tween the émall rocks scattered over its suiface might be cultiva=

ted. -The timber is maple, birch, black beech, spruce-and fir.. . On
the north western side of the said large broak, there is - also a high
* movntain, on which there are a great many rocks, and the timber
is of a'bad quality. On the'stope towards the north west, 1 passed
- between two small lakés which discharge their waters into the Ri= .
ver des Aunaies: On the north western side of these lakes the
. land rises very gent!y, and continues to do so for about halfa mile,
after .which it js level for about one third of a mile. It
then falls rapidly towards the north, and at the foot of the des-
cent is the River. Pxerre, which’is also a branch of the Batiscan, and
runs very slugglishly in a déep channel and over'a bed of sand,
through a fine valley of goodland. Atthe place where I struck th:s ,
. River, there are three small lakes on it, which renders it wider at
_ that point than it is throughout the rest of its course. On.the laft

mentioned mountam, at leaft one half of the Jand m;ght be ¢ulti-
-vated, and the soil is good:. The timber fit for service is maple,
black birch, beech, spruce and fir ; and the distance from the River

. des Aunaies to the point at whxch I struck that last mentxoned, 13 o

about 7 or'8 miles, -

On the lower side of the Tast lake on the said River Plel‘l'e, is the .

, opening through which issues the River Lincheque, whichiis eighty
feet wide, and rung slugglshly over a bed of sind. Leaving the
said River Pierre, the land rises grudually for abont a mile ; it
then falls towards the north west with a gentle descent, forabout

: ‘ T two
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two miles. and a half, amd at the foot of the descent is the River
- Batiscan, which is there about two arpents and a half wide; and
runs slowly over a bed of gravel to the southward : it windsalong a
valley of two or three arpents in width. Almost all the land be-
tween the River Pierre and Batiscan might be cultivated, and the

'.,:onl is of good quahty. The tnmber 18 chleﬂy maple,. black bn'ch,
‘ beech, spruce and fir. " ’

The temperature appears to be muchfu gher on the Batxscan than,

. onthe Ste. Anne, for thore kind of fruit which I found green when -

1 crossed the Ste. Anne, were ripe when I artived at the Baticcan,

a circumstance which announces an-earlier season by wt least fifteen

-'days 3 and this may be accounted for by  the fact that the’ Batis-
* can runs in 2'much deeper channel than the Ste: Anne. . .

The val]ey on tbe north western side of the R:ver Batiscan is
,.,bounded by rocks of. querate elevation. ‘The’ land . then rises
* gradually, and the soil is susceptiblé of cultivation and. of tolerable
quality, for about two miles and a half, after which there are many '
high mountains covered with rotks.. . In this chain of mountains I
found three small-lakes, surrounded by very abrupt rocks. .On
the north western side of thése lakes is a high- mountain which I
ascended, and immediately afterwards descended on the opposite
‘ sxde, where the descent is very steep. At the foor of this moun-
tain is the -River Propre, ninety feet wide, running with great ra-
pidity over a 'bed of large rocks : it winds along between two .
high mountains. The diftance between this River and the Batis-
can is'about gix 'miles ; and ‘it _is only for about three miles,
- reckoning from the River Batiscan, that the land is susceptible of
cultivation.. In the course of the other three miles, there are also
some spots which might be culuvated but they are of a very small
extmtl .

Leavmg the said River Propre, I proceeded southward, andat .
the distance of about three miles I came to a small Jake, and about
a mile forther tothe southward, I passed between two other small
~~ ones. The waters from these three lakes run to the westward.
IS %'es are surrounded by high mountains, almost entirely
 covered with rocks.: Between the said River Propre and these
Lakes, ‘there is but very little land fit for cultivation among the
_ rocks which cover the surface of the said tract. “There is some
timber’ ﬁt for service on it, and of tolerably -goad gquality, parucu-

farly
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larly on the lower side of the said rocks. The land continues the :
same as far as another small lake which Ties about four miles from
the two last mentioned, and fromﬂwlnch the: water runs_ to the
+ westward. "I then changed iy coup'se so as to proceed in a direc~
tion- towards Long Lake whichlies. south éast or nearly so ;
and leaving the lake last menuoned, I ascended a high moun~
" tain, on whichthere are soie small rocks here and there as far ag
. the summit ; after passing which the lands begins to fall towirds
the River Batiscan, and so continues to become gradualiy lower as
far as the valley of the said River. Throughout the whole of
this large tract of sloping ground, the land is fit for cultivation, -
and of very fair quality. The timber fit forservice on the sloping . -
© parts is maple, black birch, beech, spruce and fir ; and on the level,
ground, ash, aspen, spruce, fir and- alder. Seveaal small streams
. runs through the said tract. * The valley along which the River
Batiscan here winds, is about sevenor exght arpents. wnde, and the -

land is of the best quality. - The timber is ash, aspen, poplar, elm, ‘

_and alder. - There are also a few scattered pines, The banks .of .
this River, which are low, are composed of .clay, with the ex-.
- ception of a bed of fine sand from filteen to eighteen inches deep,
. which, lies on the said clay, The said River is . very deep, and
the current is extremely slowat this point, The ground ‘on the
south eastern side rises gradually for about three miles, and the.
soil is of good guality.” The timber is nearly the same as on the_
north western side of the said River. At the end of the said dis-
" tance of three miles, there is a high’ mountain, which however
rises very regularly. . Its symmit is covered. with ‘small rocks
- which renders the ground almost insusceptible of cultivation, - In.
" descending the southwestern sidé of the said mountain, I passed
*- between two small lakes bordered by rocks of middling height, ex~
tendmg about a mile.. Ithen found myself on the weftern slope
of a high mountain, consisting of land susceptible of cultivation,
except about the summit, where there are scattered rocks which
. render the surface uneven, This mountain reaches as far as Long
Lake, which- is about five miles in length, and about one in width
at the widelt part : it aboundsin excellent fish, and is surround- -
ed by very high land, which however rises gradually, and is fit -
. for cultivation and of very fair quality. The timber is chxeﬂy mae
ple, black bxrch beech, spruce and fir,, | -

‘This Lake xsthe principal fource of the Black vaex- which is
tWo arpents wide, and runs wuh some rapldlty over a b::(‘lt of
. _ one



. ftone and gravel, until it falls into the Ste. Anine, in the Seigniory -
..of Grondines. ' This little River winds along a small valley two,

+ or three arpents wide, and bounded on each side by high banks,.
which however rifes gradually and consift of land fit for cultiva«

tion and of very fair quality. 'The timber fit for fervice on the =

..... higher ground, consifts of maple, birch, beech, fpruce and. fir}
) an(.;l. on the low ground of ash, afpen, -poplary fpruce, ficand .
‘alder, DR Lo S

.. Iwent downalong the Weft Bank of the Black River, as far as

the firft fettlements on the River'Ste. Anne,.in the faid Seigniory

- -of Grondines, and from thence I proceeded to. the laft fettle-
. ments on the River Batifcan and in the Seigniory of Ste. Anne
. where I provided myfelf with a Canoe. "I then afcended the faid
‘River Batifcanas far as the Poft of the Great Rapids, a diftance -

of feventy five miles from the River St. Lawrence, /

That part of the faid River within the Seigniories of Ste.’ Anne
- and Grondinesis almoft firaight; There are five Falls upon fit, in:
the intervals between which the current is very gentle, and the,

- River is generally deep. _Iis rourse is‘from North to South. - Irs -
banks are low except near the Falls, where they are.ratherhigher,
Having reached a point about three ‘miles and a.half above the faid
Seigniory of Grondines, I'explored thecountry on'the North
Welt side of the faid River to thediftance of feven or eight miles
-back. Leaving the faid River, there is a valley of five or six arpents
in width. 'Fneland then rises gradually for about -two miles and
a halt, after. which it rifes fuddenly at intervals, and thefe rises
*dre in fome :places fteep and. fome of them abrupt, particulariy
“about the eénd of the faid diftance of feven or eight’ miles. * The.
- land is however fufceptible of cultivation throughout the whole of

this diftance, and is of very fair quality. The timber fit for fervice -
consifts chiefly of maple, black birch, beech, ah, elm, fpruce, fir,
&c.  After thisI continued my: route up'the faid River. From
. the Seigniory of Grondines as far as the mouth of the River des

Aunaies, - its courfe is generally towards the North Eaft; it.has .
many windings, and flows through a valley of eight or nine arpents .

in width, . Itybanks, which are low, are compoled of clay, covered

with a layer'of fine fand, It runs over a bed of mud and (and,

and itg current is very gentle between the feveral Falls which lie

in this neighbourhood.  Above the mouth of the faid River des

Aunaies, the River turns to the Northward, and its courfe is glf. ,

) : : ’ ' nerally
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nerally more direct.- The inner baiks are the same as before,
- and the valley alfo continues of tne fanie width as far asthe mouth
of the River Propre, wheré the outer banks begin to approach * °
each other, and the inner banks are fandy with large ftones here
and there : the River alfo becomes more rapid. -At the mouth -
of the' River Pierre the inner banks become rather higher, and
the.valley between the-outer banks is only about two or three ar-
pents-wide.__In the outer banks at this place there are fome rocks
here and there, which “are higherand more abrupt. At the foot -
.~ of the faid Great Rapids, the outer banksreach clofe to ‘the edge’ -
. of " the. River, and "are intetfperfed with many high and very -
. abrupt rocks, The River rané with great rapidity over a bed of -
arge ftones, At this point I difcontinued my afcent, and -explored’
the Country on éach side of the River, proceeding 'asnearly as
- possible in ‘a direction ‘at right angles to its courge, I began to'as-
cend its Eaftern bank. From the River side to the’ diftance of
about two miles, I found a great many rocks of a certain height,
~ on which there is nothing but fmall fir andfpruce. The. ground
then passes into a high mountain rising suddenly at. intervals, and -
falling in the same manner, where it is interfected by small
ftreams ; at the diftafice of. about six iiles is the summit of the
" mountainy which lies on the North Weftern bank of the River
. Lincheque, and whichis abrupt.and of considerable height, On
the Jaft mentioned mountains there are fome patches of - land fit

- for cnltivation betweenthe small rocks which cover the {urface of |

the said mountains, on which there are a great number of loose -
- ftones.. The timber fit for service is chiefty black and white birch, -
fpruce and fir. Among the rocks in the. neighbourhood of the
River Batiscan, there are also some fmall patches of good land 5
‘but they are of too small extent ever to engage the attention of the
Agriculturift. I now found that'I had reached the. termination -
of the lands fir for cultivation in the neightourhood of. the - said
‘River. I then passed over tothe Weftern bank: Leaving the
River, there areseveral rocks to be ascended, some of which are
very abropt. -At the distance of about two miles- those . rocks be-
come higher; and at the distance of two milesand a half, Ipassed
the Southern'end of a small Lake surrounded on all sides by very
high ‘wnd abrupt racks. About a mile-from the last mentioned
Lzke, T found another rather smaller, which is also surrounded
by high rocks., About two thirdsof amile from this last Lake,

. the land begins to fall very suddenly, and continues to do so for - °

about half a mile, "and at the foot -of the descerit is the. River du
Portage, ninety ‘feet wide, running with great rapidity to the
- . E Southward -
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Southward over a bed of large stones and rocks The distance. -
between the two Rivers is about six miles, and it is only for the °
~ first two miles after leaving the - Batiscan, that there are found
some spots of ' land fit for cultivation, between the rocks which
cover five sixths of the surface of the ground ; the timber on the
land susceptxble for cultivation is white birch, black. birch, firy
fpruce, &c. 5 -and onthe rocks between the smd two Rivers, the
timber is of very bad quality and ¢fa very ftunted growth. Leaving
the said River du Portage, thereis a very high mountain rising at
intervals for the distance of about two- miles, and covered with-
rocks, At the end of the faid diftance, I found a chain of rocks"
of various height ‘and size, lying in different directions one from
the other, and between which there are many, Lakes, I con-
* tinued my course among the said rocks to the distance of about -
eight miles tothe North West of the said River du Portige, where ,
B | struck Lake Clau‘edwhxch is abont two miles long, and the water’
. of which appears to me to flow towards the St, Maurice. Between-
_ the River du Portage and the Lake Claire; I found no land fit -
- for. cultivation ; and the timber on the rocks is of very. bad quality-

and of a very stumed growth, 1. then ‘pérceived that I had. . .

reached the términation of the Jand on the River Batiscan which
is fit for cultivation, and I therefore discontinued the cxploratmn, .
and- returned wuhout delay 1o Quebec. :

huperﬁcnak extent of the land fit for cultivation mentmned in the:
extract, and marked outonthe Plan which accompames it zemw

The tract of land which is bounded on the South East by the
Sesgnlorles ‘of Jacques Cartier, Bourg: Louis, Fossambault and
_others s on the South West by Perthuis ; on the North West by a
hlgh chain of rocks, and on the North East by St. Gabriel, con-
tains eighty nine thousand six hundred acres ; but. of this tract
about one third is covered with small rocks ; there remains there-
fore, after this deduction, fifty nine thousand eight hundred. and
sisty seven acres, forming 598 lots of one hundred acres each, arad
]eavmg a,small remainder.

The tract of land which is bounded on the North Fast.by :he
Seigniory of Perthuis; en the South East by Deschambault; La Che
vroti¢re and La. Tesserie ; on the South West by Les Grondines,
and on the NorthWest by the line bounding the rands st for culti-
_ vation, contains 140 800 acress but of tlns tract about one fourth i {‘:S

. . nnut
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unﬁt for cultivation by reason of the small ro::kv scattered here
and there over its surface, there remains therefore, after this de- -
" duction, 100,6()0 acres, Eormmg 1056 lots of one lmndred acres
each,

The tract of land bounded onthe SouthWest by the’ Sexgmory of

" Perthuis ; on the North West and North East by the line bounding .

‘the lands fit. for cultivation, and on the South East by the chain of -

rocks, cofitaing 115,200 acres; but about one half the surface of

this tract is covered with small rocks, and thére remains therefore

only 57,600 dcres clear;” formmg 576 lots of one hundred acres
-each. :

“The to’ral number of lots is 2 229, whxch is suﬁc;ent to form
four good Parishes.

 Given under my Seal at Ste. Marie Nouvelle Beauce, the Qb‘th
day of the momh of December, 1829."

PR P PROULX

* Sworn Surveyor,

CU )
“To Andrew Smart, and David ‘Stuart, Esqmrcq, Commlssloners ap-
pointed by an Act of the Provinciil Parliament of Lower Canada,

for Exploring certatn Lands lying bcl\vceu Lake St Char]cs zmd .
the Rn'ex: Chicoutimie. ,

Gentlemen,

Pursuant to Instructions, furnished to ns by you, dated the 22nd of
June 1829, and empowering s to cairy into effect an exploring survey
of investigation of the Townships of Stoneham and Tewkesbury, we
the undersigned on that day lefe-Quebec, and proceeding-to the Towa-
ship of Stoncham, there met, 13" had been previously arranged, Niclio-

las Vincent, Grand Chief of the Lorette Hurons, and four Indians, who .

" were to serve a3 Guides & Labourers through the excursion.

Our provmons cofisisting of the usual arucles allowed on such veca-
gions were laid in for twcnzy one days, with a small surplus of four ; our
personal
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personal baggage wag made as light as possible by the omission of all su-
perfluities, and we also fureished ourselves with a copy of the late Jere.
miah McCarthy’s Didgram of the said Townships as & necessary Docu-
. ment of reference. o

" During the twenty third we were detained by heavy rains at Lot No,
3, called Craig’s Clearing, in the Second Range.of the Township ; but
on the following day we commenced our ‘route into the woods. . Our
object was to penetrate with the least possible delay, through' the heart
of Stoneham as far as its North Western estremity, and on our arrival
there to be guided by circumstances as to our after progress. Traversing
a Lakemarked in McCarthy’s Mup, Lake Huron, but which ought. to .
be written Lac 3 Diamapt, and which in the Huron Language is called .
# Tiora Dathek,” signifying ¢ the Bright Rock,” {froma white Rock on o
thé brow of 'a Mountain), We passed over the 3d and 4th Ranges of
the Township alorg an'Indian Path (seen Flan,) ontil we arrived at -three
small Lakes, (the “ Trois Petits Lacs” of McCarthy, and called in Hu-
" yon ¥Atachiatenke” (chez le cheval), thence continuing along the Indian
track we reached the River Jacques Cartier (¢ Lahdaweoole,” coming
. from afar), and there encamped about Lot No. 9, .in'the fenth Range.
. At Lake Tiora Dathek the Land ia good, but, a8 in most parts we
have visited, rather stony, (this indeed is very generally the case in the
District of Quebec). . L. .

If continues very fine to the N. W, extremity 'of the three litile
Lakes, particularly to the eastward of the Indian Path, as we were
informed by the Grand Chief. .Westward to the line of the Township
from the said Lakes, ard extending as high as the River Jacques Cartier,
it i3 wountainous and bad. On the good Land the Fimber consists of
_black Birch; Maple and Fir, with bere and there an Elm. Between
the three Lakes and the Jacques Cartier we passed aver a Mountain, the
greatest part of which 1s.unfit for immedinte settlement, but the slope
down tothe River gradually assnmes a better character, and the Land
immediately bordering upon it extending .Northward about two Miles
and = half to'a Fallof a River, is a rich tract of as fine Soil as ‘perhaps
could be found-in Lower Canada, with the peculiar advantage in this -
hilly District of the practicability of an easy Road being formed to it
from. Craig’s clearing, along, or very little deviating from, the Indian
path which we followed, The Land on the River on both sides below
. the Indian path, suddenly becomes bad and so -continues to the
" Town Line* . - ‘
R ’ n . Crossing

* See the Diagram accompanying this Report, on which the Lands
which we esteemed good from our lospection, or from what we coaside-
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"Crossing the River Jacques Cartier, by means of a raft; on the 26th,
we pursied a general Northerly course, over a Mountain; and on the
evening arrived at Lake St. Thomas, where we encamped. This Lake
‘communicates with two' others bearing’ N, N. West from -its upper
extremity, ‘hamed Lakes St.° Vincent and St. Guillaume. Between
Lakes St Thomas and $t. Vincent the Communication is very similar
to that conneeting the Upper aid Lower Lake St, Chatles, hut be-
tween Lakes St. Vincent and St. Guillaume, there "is -an interval
through which flows a narrow Stream about 2 Mile in length. 1t may
" here be proper to rémark that in McCarthy’s Map, a River Aowing from

two Lakes, is made to enter between Lakes St. Thomas and St. Vincent;
thereisno such River ; that there is no interval left between the two
Upper, and a considerable one between the ‘two Lower Lakes, which
should be wice wersa ; and lastly that the River flowing through the three
Lakes is made ta fall into the Jacques Cartier, at least two Miles higher
up that Stream than where the: real junction takes place, but these are
trifles compared with eome errors and omissions of the Diagram which
we shall have occasion te remark, g "o, :

On the farther side of the Jacques Cartier, where we crossed it, there
is a stripe of gond Land -extending to the bade of the ‘Mountain, 2nd
averaging perbaps a quarter of a Mile'ic depth from the River ; this,.
like the fine rract on the opposite shore, extends up Stream to the Fall
before mentioned, and below  where the Indian.path strikes it, it also .
reaches some way up ; the slope’ of the Mountain cbltivable though
more stony. The declivity then suddenly steepening at about oné third -
of its height, the Mountain becomes altogether rugged and rocky, and

unsuitable to the purpeses of Settlement. - This description will equally
" apply to the farther side of the Mountain, which, as it slopes down
towards Loke St. Thomas, gradually improves in character, forming
a very fine tract of Land, which extends from the middle of Lake St.'
Thomas all along the South East Shores of the two' other Lakes.
Arnd here it may be observed, that these Lakes absolutely swarm
with Trout, a considerable anxiliary, we should consider, to the’
_subsistence of  the Settlers, Of the N. Western shores of these
Lakes, less can he said ¢ -There is. indeed all along the two
upper, a slip of good Seil, but very narrow and backed by Cliffs nearly
inaccegsible. The side lines of the Lots also do not rup along this nar-
row stiip, but cut square through it, so that the portion belonging to
cach Farin would be triling. The rocky Cliffs here would be hikely to .
afford subject to the Geologist, their appearance being very peculiar.
Ttieir is a lane of white rock, probably five hundred feer in perpendicu-

Jar

red correct information, are colored green ; parts vofit for cultivation -or
for immediate Settlement are slightly shaded with [adian Iok ; and indif-
ferent parts are left white, . _
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lar height, and sixty wide, sloping at an Angle of about forty five, for -,
* somé distance from the top of the Cliff and less steeply to its base on
Lake St.' Vincent, so white that, at two Miles diétance, and indeed’
mich pearer, it has the appearance of pute snow, particularly the upper
slope. We thought it necessary to climb and examine this. dingular ob.
- ject, andfound the Rock a Grasite, of which the ground bsis is feld -
spar, - It seems to have .been the bed of .a Cataract which ome time -
poured over the'edge of the Cliff, (similar to the Montmorekci,) and
bléached the Rock to its present remarkable appearance. . Th¢ Indian
name for these ‘three Lakes is ¢ Aoutsiole,” or, ce gu’il se batte. The -
*"formation of a Road-from the Jacques Cartier to the Lakes would pro-
. bably be a dificult work, The Indian path'is however continued thus
far, and here ends, . , . N

On the 30th of J nne, having completed our examination’ of
the Lands adjoining thé three Lakes, we commenced our journey

" towards the South Eaft Branch of the River Ste, Anne. The - .

* Country here begins to deteriorate very much ; the black Timber, -
Spruce, Larch and Bal{am Firs prevail, and the hardy black Birch
becomes ‘more rare; the afcent is continued. In thevevening -
encamped bya fmall Lake fituate, to the beft.of our judgment, -
between the twelfth and thirteenth Ranges Lots 12, This Lake
is fituated on a Mountaip, :and difcharges itfelf in a fudden Cafeade
of perhaps 60 feet down the slope. As we could learn no name
for it, either French. or Indian,. we called it ¢ Black Fly Lake”
from the unufual numbers of that troublefome infect which tor- ".
mented us, The Land hither from Lake St, Thomas though .
not abfolutely bad is of very middling quality and very rugged. .

~ Onthe firft of July continued our Route, and in the evening
arrived. at a large Lake bordéred by steep rocky picturefque.
Mountains on the West fide. The ground we paffed over was
partly black swamp and partly hilly Country, generally of in-
- different quality. Near the Grand . Lake called in Huren
¢ Onenwot” (une¢ rocheplantée), it affumes rather a better cha-
racter, but no hard Timber is to be feen; fome. fine Larches
fringe-the borders of the Lake on the Eaftern fide, and if ac-.
ceflible by Roads, the Land might be turned to account, parti-.
cularly by Canadians who do not'object to black Timber fo much .
as other Se.tlers. It is a fingular fact that no fith are found in this
. Jarge Lake, nor in any" of the Lakes or Streams above which com-
municate with it. Its. waters are difcharged into the River Jac- -
ques Cartier, in the 7th Range near the Townfhip lipe." ' ] '1
, oo . uly
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July 2nd.—Crofled by méa}xs of aRaft a confiderable Stream ‘u

which fupplies Lake Onenwot ; this is called in Huron ¢ Kiooliya« "
., tentiaon (elles sont tombées), and although the larget River
" “between the Ste. Anne and Jacques Cartier, and having its rife

beyond the North Welt extremity of-the Townships, and con-
nected with feven or eight Lakes; is totally omitted by Mr.
McCarthy, who could not, we think, havé {urveyed this. part of

- the Townfhip., Qur direction now lay about N. W, and as we .
“advanced, the Lind by no means improved in quality, but con- -

tinued black timbered and very ftrong, with a high. mountain~
ous Country right and left of us. On the following morning def--
cending 3 Mountain and fealing round its bafe, we croflfed afmall

© Stream which fallsjuft below into the Ste. ‘Anne between Ranges

14 and'15, near the Townfhip line, and called in Huren % Kialos- !

kotora” (afcenit, River), and fogn afterwards arrived at the firft,
and moft confiderable Branch of the River Ste.. Anne, in the
Indian language named ¢ Atourile” (Le Bourrcau), where we’
encamped.” The quality of all the Lands between Lake Thomas
and the  River Ste. Anne may be claffed as of a similar cha-
racter, namely, not ablolutely incapable of fubsifting the Settler,
but as holding out few inducements to him to locate himfelf
there.  The Land is never better than middling, frequently bad; .

.. the whole tract is mountainous, ot .swampy and very ftony, and..
" preflenting great difficulties in the way of access. We have no

hesitation, however, in giving it as our opinion, that at a -future
period, when the Lands will have been taken up and cultivated
as far as'the three Lakes, enterprising individuals will be found to
extend the Sectlement quité as far as Ste. Anne’s River, The fame
character, from information of th~ Chief .Indian, mdy. be applied

left and right of our lin€ of Busuce, viz. to the Townfhip Line and

fomewayto the Eaftward ; of the latter our ‘report will thortly -

make mention. The black Birch which we had loft from Black *

Fly Lake- again appears clofe on the borders of the Ste. ..
Anne. .. . o o

Continuing our progress towards the end of Stoneham, we, on

"the 4th of July, forded the River Ste. Anne which is here about
.one hundred and fifty ‘teet wide and very fhallow, "and having
. croffed over a low Mountain which firetches longitudinally with . -

the River, came to a very fair tract of Land, which we followed

. ina 8. W. by W, direction for about a Mile where it terminated . .

in au alder Swamyp, - Here we found a long narrow Lake called
! . T - ) . : by i
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by}lje Indiang ¢ Showéﬁka” (un Pic). Tixéncg prdcqeding a!dhg a

gap between twohigh rocky Mountains over a flony and: mife~
rable Country in.a generally Northérn courfé, and crossing fome

‘extenfive windfalls, wearrived about noon at a fecond Lake called

by the Indians -¢ Thiyonontaleniat” (sur lo Montagre haute),
which name is very appropriate, as it is ‘the higheft situation of
water we have yet feen. A River falis from it into the farther.
Branch of the:Ste, Apne, From this Lake afcendinga little, we

‘arrived at the higheft part of a fteep Mountain, from which we

diftinctly beheld the lofty fummits of the high Lands beyond the

. Branch of the Ste. Anne, towards which.we were journeying,

blue and picturefque, and other Mountainous ranges right and

 left of our Path, =

Defcending Wefterly a long and fteep declivity, and travéréing .
a Country difficult from Rocks and. Windfalls, we at length

‘reached what .may be called the Frontier Bank of the River.

Defcending a succession ‘of fteep and even dangerous declivities
by the-only paffable track, which occupied us at leaft an hour, we
arrived about funfet at'the water edge, and there encamped a

* little Weftward of the townfhip line, there being no dccess to the

Riverin Stoneham, onaccount of the bare steep precipices of
Granite ‘which border all this part of the Stream. . 'Immediately .
in front of us, on the other side of the River, which is here about

- sikty feet wide, is a Cliff of Granite three times ‘s high and as

steep as Cape Diamond, on the face of which fcarcely ever the
ftunted ‘Fir Trees can find place to rest themfelves, ‘The Indians
call this Branch of the Ste. Anne ¢ Telayer" (les afies marquées

- from a foolith tradition of a. Bird carrying off an: Otter, and

marking the fnow with the tips of its wigs. - There 15 a pretty fall.

_Of the River clofe by.

The whole Country in the Townthips lying between the two
branches of the Ste, Anne is one tract of high mountainous’
Land fo totally -unfitted for Settlement, that the very Indians
cannot purfue their-game through it, as we are informed, unless
ajong the Gap through which ‘we travelled, -

This defcription, we have reason to believe not exaggerated, as
we have had opportunities of seeing occasionally from eminences
and woodtalls, the difficult nature of the sorrounding tract; no-
thing but Mouutains which’here swellout to' gigantic proportions.
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"The Toil itself too which we have passed over, is in general over=
1aid by along green moss, covering large mafles of granite, which

“nevér could be got rid of. A stripe of good Land borders the = -

River, but too scanty for agricultural purposes. At this place it
became neceffary to arrange as to our future progress. The slight-
est consideration was sufficient to convince us that it would be an
- useless waste of time to cross the River to examine the corner of
-Stoneham, beyond it; and the Chief, seconded by his, brother in
law, both of whom well knew the country, affured us that if we
attempted to reach the Town Line, we" should have to make'a
- great circuit beyond it to gain the only point of the River where
it would be poffible to recross the River, and that it was altoge-
ther questionable whether we could, even by so doing, surmount
. the difficulty on account of the precipices: that did we contrive -
to.do soat the farther branch, the country lying between that
and the nearer. to the Eastward, was next_to impaffable, and that
still greater impediments would be in the way of getting over the
* latter stream, whose banks higher up than were.we had forded
‘became tremendous precipites, far worfe than any we had yet
seen. This reasoning, with a consideration that our great object
was to discover as much good Land during the time allotted
for the investigation, rather than e¢nconnter difficulties mere.: .
ly for the fake of having it to say we had done so, made us
resolve to return- on- our steps to the South West branch ; and
even had not this reflection influenced, an inspection” of our pro-
* visions at once fheéwed the impossibilty of our going further.—
‘We therefore returnied to the principal branch, and ‘thence dis-

. patched two of the Party back to Craig’s clearing, for provisions . -

_ depofited there, with directions to meet us at Lake St. Guillaume,

" . on the Thursday after; and we immediately commenced our . -

journey with the Chief and two others, towards that Lake, along
a Tract widely diverging from the one by which wé had gained
the' River, and lying in a direction nearly East’ North East.—
Starting on the 7th of July, we at first proceeded about a mile up
the River, hoping to find some good Land, as "usual, lyiag along
" it 3 but we were disappointed, for after a short progress the Moun-
tain comes suddenly down upon the River-leaving no interval of

flat Land, and the ganks‘ are broken into rugged steeps and gullies,
covered with moss and great stones. Finding this the case, we
determined to cut across the Mountain in the direétion of Lake
St. Guillaume, which having done, and descended a steep preci-
pice on the other side, from the brow of which the Chief pointed
out 2 Gap in the opposite range of Mountains through ivhich we

" F S : should

L
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should have to pass,~we encamped in a swampy bottom of excel-
lent Land, but too confined, éxcept as connected with our former
route (see Plan,) to be regarded as of much importance. The -
River Kialoskotora, beforeé mentioned, runs through' this valley.—
A violent thunder storm visited -us. this evening, with heavy
- AL o : ' -

On the 8th, détained all day by deluges of rain and more thun- "
der ; but on the 9th proceeded towards Lake St. Guillaume. On
this; and the following day we discovered the extraordinary errors
and omissions of M¢Carthy’s- Diagram. = Though continually -
arriving at Lakes and Streams, and actually finding a Line, all
which ought to have been Landmarks, so utterly false'are these
parts on paper, that we could not: once make out our. position,
In our route we again crossed the Kiooliyateritiaon, which now
.swelled by the rains to a roaring torreat, falls into the grand Lake, -
and which is not remarked on the Map, though a Line actually

" croflesover it. On-the 10th, arrived at Lake St. Gaillaume, where
we found our men lately arrived with provisions from Craig’s. clear-
ing,and there we encamped..The whole country pafled over between
River Ste. Anne and Lake 5t.Guillaume,excepting the bottom lately. .
mentioned, and fome littl¢ improvement of soil and Timber to- .-
wards the Lake, may be considered utterly unfit for settlement ;.
not from-any particular difficulties in regard to its mountainous
character, though rugged eaough, but from its absolute badness

- and sterility. Rock and Sand are its uninterrupted features, not. "

" apatchof tolerable ground did we. observé, nor any other trees
. than miserable Spruces, ‘Balsams, White Birch, and occasionally
" Larches. The whole tract too, is embarrassed by extensive wind-
falls, which must here be frequent and very violent, whole fides
of the hills having been left bare,” It is indeed the most desolate
tract we have yet visited, and weare firmly persuaded that no-
thing will ever be likely to induce settlement in this quarter.—.
This character; the Chief informs us, extends far to the Eastward,
the only variety being that towards the Jacques Cartier. - In

Tewkesbury. the Mountains fwell out into grander mafles, but are -~

altogether unfuitable- to the purpofes of Agriculture. Al the

Rocks we have yet feen are Gianite ; lometimes one of the ma-
. terials compofing it preponderates and fometimes. the other.
" -We felected a few - fpecimens of the different kinds.

_An'Infpection of our provifions, on July the eleventh, convinced

us that in other to do as much as. poflible while they lafted, it
. - ‘ o was,
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was neceflary to difiniss two of our people, which was immediately
- done, and- with the remainder of the party we ftruck off towards

the firft fork of the River Jacques Cartier in Tewkesbury, This
tract.we were anxious.to find good Land as a continuation of that -
lying along..the 8. E. shores of the three Lakes before noticed.
. ForaMile we faw but little to fatisfy its; but afterwards there.
" began a parcel of exeellent quality - éxpanding over a fpacious
hollow between tive Mountains, and covered with hard Timber of .
a fine growth, ‘Birch, Maple, and Ash, with very .large Spruce ..
and Sapin,: and becoming finer-and finer until we reached the
River Jacques Cartier, which we ftruck fome diftance below the
fork. This Land is really capital and fuch as a fettler has only -
to look at to convince him of its.capability. Here again.we found

* . anotherinftance of the incorrectness of our Diagram. ~ The first .

fork of the Jacques Cartier is marked on the plan by its junction
with a wide River flowing from a Lake : this River is only a nar-

* row ftreamlet which we pafled in two fteps, and there-is no Lake -

at its Source. We continued our courfe to the fecond fork along. .-
. good Land, and there encamped opposite a very high Mountain -
which occupies the angle of the fork, and the summit of which
terminatés’ in a singular and apparcently inaccessible.conical Peak

" rising high above all others. - - o

.- Thuader and violent rains kept us in Camp all the 12th ; but
next day we afcended the main Branch'of the River with one
-Indian, while the others were occupying in conftructing two Rafts.
‘We went a diftance of about four Miles above our Camp and found
~ along the River an interval of good Land extending to the basis
of the Mountains on each side, and in general width averaging a-
- quarter of a Mile. The Lots alfo run very favorable to take ad- -
vantage of this, lying lengthwife along the River, . This tract of -
cultivable soil is ended by the Mountams on each side, fuddenly
closing right down upon the water’s edge, and exhibiting stupen-
dous rocky declivities too steeép to be climbed. These in fact are
the Mountains noticed' on the Chief’s Bark Map as thofe over
-which the San in winter cannot be feen till 10 0’Clock, whichis
simply accasioned by their steepness and clipping in the River ..
. fo'narrowly ; for they are-actually not higher here than when a
little removed from the River below, nor are they really fo high
as. the noble-Mass opposite our. Camp, which, from that point
of view, feems to starid unrivalled towering above ail in folitary
grandeur. - . : ) o

Our
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Our next operation was to cross the. River on a Raft aad to
' examine the Lands lying along the River which caufes that fork
of the Jacques Cartier' at which our Camp is situated, ‘and which, .
if good, would forma further continuation of our fine tract trom
- the Lakes across Tewkesbury ‘With this intent, by advice of the.
Chief, we defcended on a Raft about a Mile, and landing on the
opposité shore, follqwed an Indian Portage between two Moun-
“tains for about four Miles:until we Struck the River whereit -
branches off in two parts; all'the Land for this distanice is.adapted -’

. . for Settlement, but after three Miles begins to deteriorate; and

‘at the end of thé fourth Mile where it strikes thée River, fud-
" dently becomesbad. This however inall affords & belt of about ™
eight miles of good Land from -Lake - St. Thomais to the point
just defcribed, of unknown width, but certainly fufficient for the
accommodation of numerous Families of Settlers. '

‘ Having reafon to fuppofe that: by returning to the -Camp along
" - the River to.its junction with the Jacques Cartier, instead of re-
tracing our ‘steps we fhould find the shore capable of Settlement,
©. wey contrary to the opinion of the Chief, determined to do fo- We
however found his information correct and the Land of no value 3
for the Mouvntain which we had pafled on the other fide'came
shelving. dow i for the most part to the very edge- of the River,
affording no interval of any confequénce, and occasioning us a
fatiguing and in some parts even a dangerous path. . We however
have the fatisfaction of reflecting that we are now, able to .fpeak
. positively of its unfitness for ufeful purpofes. This River

‘and the Mountains are in Huron both called ¢ .Soulariski,” (the
Bark is long).. ' “ ’ L

On July the 15th we-defcended the River Jaeques: Cartier, on .
. Rafts prepared for the purpofe, on the right Bank going down-
wards. . The good Land bordering the River. ceafes at.the end of
a Mile by the approximation of the water’s edge, nor does it again
.. appear, except in patches, until nearly oppofite Riviére PEpaule,
. where there is a rich point of Land the commencement of a fing -
parcel lying lower down. On the left hand the Mountains on
the contrary appear to recede from the River in proportion.as
thofe of the opposite fhore push forward ; and the interval left -
is entitled to a high character for excéllence. The Timber is ofa
large growth of a good kind, and the Soil fit for any thing ; this -
we had ‘an opportunity of afcertaining by frequently landing and .
making an:examination. There is no interruption to this fine - °
' . C - tract



" -tract until the Epaule Mountain cuts it off for 4 quarter of 2 Mile
. by abruptly shelving down to tlie water’s edge. Among the Tin-~

" ber we here find fome fine Elms whicn nfually indicate the-best. .
- Soil, and which we have not very frequently met with.in other

" parts of the Townfhips. * Establifhing - our Camp between the
Rivers Epaule et Cachée, thofe: Streams were explored nearly -
across the Township.. Along the former oa each fide there isa
peculiarly fine fuccession of Land, well timbered with Maple,
Birch, Elm, Ash, Spruce, and, what we have feldom found, fome -

“Jarge Cedars on one part which would be ufeful as Shirgles. The ' -

River Cache is very different ¢ the Land bordering being for the -
* “most part rough, hilly, stony, and black timbered, excepting Birch ;
" indeed a height of Land between the two Rivers{eems all along
to divide the good Land of the Epaule from:the rough- wilder- *
ness along the Cachée. Numerous Millseats are however to be .
found upon the last River which in future-time may be of great .

value to the neighbouring fettled Diftricts. C

‘Qur provisions now failing, and no possibijity of cbtdining a_
-further fupply, we were reluctantly obliged to think of returning,
although there ftill remained a tract of ‘Country to be explored
* between Lakes Thomas, Vincént and William on the North and
the Jacques Cartier on the South, which we-have. reafon to believe
isof excellent quality ; four days would have done all ; but for ~
_ two days past we had fubfifted on’ fith .and a few parched peas,
our bread and flour having been fpent. We neverthelgss defers
ined to explore the Banks of the JacquesCurtier down to the-Fall
mentioned in the 4th paragraph, which would give us a continuous

"~ explored line along that River of thirteen Miles ; and on carrying

this into effect on each fide we were gratified to difcover that the

valuable Lands there situated amply rewarded our fearch: imme~

. diately at the Fall indeed tliere is a quarter of 2 Mile ofrocky .
. embarraffed country on the River, but hard timbered; and we °
little doubt improving asit falls back, from the general nature of

- . the neighbouring country we paffed over.

Our bufiness was now to return- to Quebec by the best Routeé,
being altogether bare of the means of {ubfiftence, excepting the
cafual taking of a few fith. From the Fall therefore we ftruck
across the Mountding to Lake au Hibou in .the lower part of
Tewkesbury, and on the very Summit were {urprifed to find a
noble growth of Sugar Maples, Ash, and other ufeful trees indica-
ting a fine country, and more free from ftones than.we have gene-

’ - . rally
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rally tound to be the cafe on fpots fo much elevated The Lake
itfelf is furrounded by a belt of black.timber, but the Land is good.
In Huronr' it is called Oyahiensque (se bouille), from the appea-

" rance given ta its furface by the Jeaping of fish which here fwarm.

Encamping {ome distance beyond the Lakey on the following mor-
ning all the party started with empty stomachs for the Settlement
inthe front Ranges. The Route lay along an ‘Indian Path and
over gentle eminences covered in general with noble Sugar Ma-
.ples and other valuable Trees ; the Soil excellent and remarkably
free from underbruth, . This lafted for.about four Miles; along

the remaining two (for Lake }1ibou is about two leaguesin a
" ftraight line from the Settlement,). we difcovered a magnificent

' - growth of Pine and Spruce Firs, much mixea, to the Settle-

ment with hard Timber. Abouteleven reached Scott’s clearings,

.. where great Lofpitality was shewn to all the party ; and the fame

‘evening, the 18th Juty, returned to Quebec, twenty feven days
having been occupied in the profecunon of this bufiness.

SN

Qeneral fummary ‘frorn the foregomg operations :

1. Tt is afcertained thata tract” of Land fit for Settlement bor-
ders and extends thirteen Miles along the River Jacques Cartier,
. commencing at Lot No 9, in thefeventh Range of Storieham,
. and ending about. Lot No. 80, in the fixteenth Range of Tew- |
kesbury, and that a good Rdad only five Miles long might easily
be continued - to the former point.from where the prefent Horfe
Road ends at Craig’s Clearmg‘

2. That another fine belt or tract of Country commencing about .

three Miles beyond Lot No. 9, 7th Range of Stoneham, in a N.
" W, direction, coaflts along three large Lakes full of fish, and
extends N N:. E, about eight Mi'es with one Mile of interrup~
tion interfecting the former tract on the Jacques Cartier. about
the twelfth Range-in Tewkesbury, and to which Lakes 1 Road

.. ~of thiree Miles might be continued from the above mentioned Lot

No. 9, in Stoneham, but over a fteep Hill. The Jacques Cartier,
where the Road wauld cross ity is Well adapted tor a }erry

3, That the lentry lying in Stanebam W. N. W. of the
three large Lakes and extending to the firft branch of the River.
Ste. ‘Anne, though not abfolutely bad, is not of that quality to -

be likely to induce immediate Settlements, though in- our opinion
fuch Settlement will be likely to take place at a fature period. .

y



4. That partly fmm perfonal examination, and prmcxpa]]y from
information of the Indians, the whole tract of both. T'ownships
. lying beyond Range 12, {with the exception of the N. N. W,
parcel in Stoneham Just mentioned, and the stripe along the
Jacques Cartier reaching the 16th Range of Sionchim under
head No. 1,) and extending to the end of the Townships are,
" “from their bad quality of soil or mountainous characrer, alto-
gether unfit for the purpofes of Settlement, even” though good
patches may exist here and there in the Val}ey

5. That the whole tract. of Country from the River Cachée,

. passing Lake au. Hibou, ‘and along the Indian Path to Scott’s

_clearing- in the 2d Range, is one uninterrupted ‘line of good
" Land through the heart of thé lower division of both Town-,
ships, and probably extending to a considerable diftance on each
side ofthe said Indian Path, This tract ishowever rather Hilly
. in fome parts, (hough never unculuvable ' ‘

6 That all over both Tawnshlps the bafes of . the Rocks*is .
Grinite afluming different appearances as the varions component
© parts prevail lirgely or fcantily ; and tha tno metals were difcovered,
- .excépting one large mass of Rock on the BRiver Jacques Cartier

which indicated a Jarge proportion of Iron. - That however there-
miay exist more minerals’ which the flight Geological knowledge
" of the undersigned, and the little time they could devote to fuch
an mvei’ugauon,dtd not allow tliem the means of afcerta-nmg

7. From the gross inaccuracy of McCarthv s Dxagram, and the‘
ablence of Boundary Posts marking off the different Lots, it ap-
. pears to be of paramount importancethat a new Survey of the
Townships should ‘be made as far as the 12th Range, which

would include all the gaod Land, .exceptinga stripe on the Jac- . “

ques Cartier in Tewkesbury. Until this is_done, no-Settler can
find his Land without the aid of a Surveyor, unless in the yici-
_nity of the first Ranges, on which alone clearings have been made.
' JOHN ADAMS, ’
- . Surveyor, &c. -

JAMES P, BABY,



