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CNAMINATION OF THE DO(.TRI)«E QF
ENDLESS PUNISHMENT.

EnrL), POR THE WIGCKED.

RT'ho wicked shall be tnrned into hell, and 2!l the
e shat furyet God.™ Psatusaz, 17,

i1 most startling word in the vocabu-
ofthe modern church is.Henn,  Used
Jong habit and common consent as the
b0 of a placo of endless and intolerable
ish, in the future world, it falls.upon
popular eat like the cry of the watch-
n prochiming acity in flames. Poctry
exhausted its imagery, and cloquence
uttored its deepest thunders, in portray-
the lively horrors of. that awful placo,
which this sturtling . word is.applied.—
e fervid imagination of Milton, tic
ving numbers of Watls, the spirit-stir-
cloquence of 8 Saurin and an Ed-
xds, and ¢ host of others, illustrious in
church, have all been called in requisi-
to depict the torments of hell. And
so flights of the imagination, thewo
ltings of fancy have.been mistaken for
oracles.of aternal truth, unti). that word
becomg the. talisman of despair ; and
through the.land,. from lisping infancy
decrepit age, there.is power in thatword
thrill through every artery, and vibrate
on every nerve.of the.soul.  Of all the
redients mingled in the cup of huraan
sery, those furnished by this wora are
stbitter. Ofall the sources of sorrow,
s is the decpest and darkest ; .and 1 do
ot exaggerate when I say, that it causes
fé_}_- fenr, more anxiety, more despair,
ind wets the.green earth with more teass.
n any other cause under the i:igh cano-
of heaven. 1 would, if 1 .could, husu

mbling world to.look.up- with trustful

e that in his care and under his wiso
d gracious gavernment oll created hus
nity is safe ; safo'now, safe henceforth,
d safe forever more. )

the present discourse, and T cannot
oid the conviction that it is important.—
Butl know full well it is a work of no
mall magnitude. Educated.as.I was, in
common view of this matter, and mught
g with mostsedulous care.from lisping in-
cy, I know full well the influence of
barly prejudices,.and the difficulty of turn-

Aabit.

© Tis education farms lhe common mind;
Just as tho twvig is bent the iree’s inclined.?

§he twig may indeed be bont with ease:;
Kut when the tree is grown it requires the
trength of a son of Anak to make. the
erooked strait. I connot help remember-
g that it isnot thetwig 1 have to bend.
ut my business is fo- grapple with the
ountain oak, and:bend tho stately trunk
f the stardy monarch of the forest, which
stood thers through a thousand stormis,
wrestled with the furious winds, and dared
oven the thunder’s bolt. -
9 [ pray you, my readers, divest your-
sclvcs, as much as possible, of the influ-
B inco of prejudice and fixed, habits of

Ay

e

se anxicus fears, and teach a doubting.

nfidence and hope to its Father God, and.

Thisis the work jn which I am engaged |

g aside from associntions and modes of
Fought fixed upon us by education and

thougrt. For one bref hour let the creed
be forgotten ; let all the phantams that are
so inlimately associnted with this fear-
ful word %ell, bo banished from your
thoughts, and-<ome to this investigation
with mminds as free and unfettored as if it
were the first:time youhad ever heard of
that word.

Some friend has put into your hands the
book of Psalims, and there you read for
the firsttime the words of the text : * Tho
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God.” You would
at once inquire, What is this hell, into
which the wicked are to ba {urned? And
thisis precisely the question to which !
wish to direct your attention. The Eng-
lish word hell is derived from the Saxon
« lielle,” which means %to conceal or covor
over,” and the noun is applied to any
thing dark, hidden or concealed ; so that
in the otymology of this word thereis no
shadow of countenance for the meaning
usually attached to it. If we Jook at the
original Scriptures we shall find that
there are four words which are translated
by this one English word «“ hell.” ‘These
are, * shcol,? ¢ hades” “ tartarus,” and
# gehenna.”® The word used in the text
is “sheol” in the Hebrew, and ¢ hudes”
in the Greek version.  As thisis the word
rendered hell in the text, of course it is
the only one whose meaning I need dis-
cuss in the present discourse. Its literal
meaning is, ©the grave, or state- of the
dead.” It occurs inthe Old Testament
sixty-four times ; and is translated thirty-
two times hell, twenty-ninc times grave,
and pit.. Had it been uniformly render-
ed by cither of these wouds, its true mean-
ing would have been apparent, and the only
obscurity there.is about itis with the Eng-
Jishreader. A few pascages where it oc-
curs will give you a clear view of its use
in the Scriptures.  Jacob said, concerning
Joseph, «1 will go down to the grace to
my son mourning.” Judah, making his
speech for the liberty of Benjamin, says,
« Thy servants shall bring down the gray
hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow
to the grave.”  Job exclaimed, “Oh! that
thou wouldst hide me in the.grave.” David
says, My lifoc draweth nigh unto the
grave® “Ourbones are scattered at the
grav’smouth.”  « Like sheep they are
laid in the grave’” Now in 2ll these in-
stances the same word is used that occurs
in-the'text ; but itis translated grave, and
had it been so translated in this instance, it
would hardly have been quoted in proof of
endless misery. That ithas no reference
to a place of future torments is evident
from a moment’s reflection. Jacob did

not intend to say that he would godown to §.

a place of endless tormant {0 his son mourn-
ing. Nor did :Job pray that God would
hide him in such o place. Neither did
David,intend 1o say, that tho bones of the
people were laid-at the mouth of that place.
But they alt expected to go to sheol, the
very hell named in our text, be that.what
it may.

I moy. remark, however, that this word

is used figuratively to denotq seasons of
darkness and distress. Thus David says,
““The paius of hell gat hold upon me.”
And again, * Grout is thy mercy towards
me, O Loxd, because thou hast dolivered
my soul from the lowest hell.” Now it is
cvident that David had not been in the
grave, nor yot in a place of future torment;
yot he had been delivered from sheol, and
this is an instance in which we must un.
derstand the word figuratively to dénote
temporal suflerings, or seasons of calami.
ty.

It is not necessary, ho®ever,to consumo-
time in an claborate discussion of this word.
The matter is plain and simple thusfar. I
aver that the literal meaning of the term
sheol is. * the grave, or state of the dead.”
And I say further, that this is a well settled
truth, that no well informed man ever
thinks of disputing. Though the popular
clergy, from tho force of. habit, or come
other cause, continue to quote the text in
proof of endless terment, yet they know
as well as T do, that this word means “ the
grave, or tho state of the dead,” no more
orless; and there is hot a man of them
that dare-risk his reputation in an attempt
to deny or controvert that fact. So it is
written in the books of all denominations,
and no commentator of any note has de-
niedit. L. Carapbell says, “Sheol sig-
nifies the state of the dead in general, with-
out regard tothe goodnrss or badness. of.
the persons, their happiness or misery.”
Dr. Allen says. “ The-term (sheol) itself
does not seem fo. mean anything moro

abode.”  Dr. Whitby says, “ Sheol,
throughout the Old Testament, signifies,
not a place of punishment, for the souls of
bad men only, but, the grave, or.place of
_death.”  Chapman,.as quoted by Balfour,
'sayq " «Sheol in itself considered, has no
connexign with future punishment.” Now
these are sound . orthodox authorities,
thorough going believers in the doctring of
pndless misery, every one.  But they were
honest enough to speak the truth, which no
man can or will deny.

And this is the word that is transiated
“hell”in our text. What does it mcan
there ? Ihnswer, it means just what it
dacs inother places, ¢ the grave, or sisie
of the dead.” Tho Psalmist wes treating
of tho truth that evil deéds generally in-
volve those who perform them, in their evil
consequences. Ho says, “The heathen
are sunk down in the pit that they made.
In the net that they hid is their own, fect
taken. The Loxd isknown by the judg-
monts that ho exccuteth 5 the wicked is
snared in the work of his own hands. The
wicked shall be~ turned into-hell, and all
the nations that forget God.”” The whole
train of thought shows, most clearly, that
the text wwas simply intended to teach that
the wicked, caught in the very snaces sct
by their own hands, would be turned intq
sheol, the. grave, or state of the dead. |

Theo vord rendezed ¥ turned” generally
Joeans, do ¢ turn back,’ usually, to furn or
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than the state of the dead, in their deep_

be driven suddenly bagk, without having

accomplished the purposeintended. - Now
let us look and see if itis noy truo that the
wicked, and all the nations that forget God
are snared in their own works, and-driven
or turned suddonly, prematurely into the
grave, or statoof the dead ?

1. Lot us vieiv it as it rogards nations.

The Jews were once o prosperous and
powerful people. To them were committed
the oracles of the living God, the covofi-
ants and the giving of the law. “Their
proud temple stood at Jerusalem, at once-
the glory of the nation and the wonder of!
the world ;and while they trusted in God,
his arm wans made bare in their defence,
and he gave them the victory. Dut they
forgot God, and where are they now 3—
Alas! thoy are gone. “ Tho scoptra has
departed for Judah, apd the lawgiver, from
between his feet. They ste scattered
among tho nations of the earth. Their
templo is mouldering in dust, and its go'd
is carried away. Wherenow is Greece 2
Once she was the emporium of scienco..
and the light of the world. The ans
flourished under her care, and her heroes
and statesmen, her poets and orators raised
the admiration and excited the ¢mulation
of the world.. Once the cloquence of a
Demosthenes poured forth in the Legisla-
tive halls of Greece, could exert an-influ- .
ence that would shake the habitoble carth.
But ker laurels have faded, and her head -
is low. The dark raven broodsin ker
desolated halls, and tho scvlptured marble
that bore tho impress of her art is come
mingling with its native duste Tell me,
yo sages that record the changes of the
past, why is this? What power was that
which caused the glory and beauty of
Greece to fade as tho evanescent beam
that flits across the horizon when & tran-
sient meteor falls? The answer is, she
forgot God ; and as you pore over her-
history thera comes up a voice from the
sepulchres of hor heroes and sages, saying
that her ruiu <vas owing to no other cause .
than the,wickedness of her people.

You have heard of Rome, proud impo-
rial Rome, who once ruled the world. She
bad by the force of her arms subdued the
nations around her, and humbled the pride
of kings until lier treasury was filled with
the gold that they paid es the price of hor
friondship. Sbe,too had her heroes and -
statesmen, and poeis, and orators, whoso .
names are writien-ont.tho highest-niche 1 .
the tewple of fame. Time was when all .
the kings of the earth tembled at tho
neighing of the wer steed of one of her
Cumsars.. Time-was when a Cicero could -,
thunder ir a Roman senate, to the deci- .
sion of wo fate of nations, and 1o the
scaling of the destinies of the four quarters .
of tho globe. But Roma forgot God, and
robber o2 she was, she fell. Whero now
‘tho might. of he, Cmsars? Where the .
long steelgirt hosts, who followed her
engles to conquost end-glory T Alas! the
crown has falleo from her head and left <
it ntken and bare., Tho srm that held the
scoptro is paralyzod and - cold,: and the .
sceptre niself ds:changad-to. the small dust-u
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of the balance. *T'he tongucsof her orators
are silent. Her heroes sleop togother in
tho grave, and from dil: the myvinds that
Avielded her arms, not the twang of a bow
string is heard,  Sho forgot God, and her
wickedness turned hor into the gtave, and
her fute should be a warning to the nations
of tho carth, teaching that virtue alono is
tho rock of defonce, the only suro safe-
guard against national death-and a political
grave.

Where now aro Tyre, and Sidon, and
Thebes, and Babylon, that once lifted their
proud domes to the skies? They have
gone down to the grave and are sleeping
in dreamless silence there. Tho bittern
and the owl screech in their palace, and
the cagle makes her nest in theirivy walls.
‘Why are they not now blooming as in
artcient days 2. Thostory is short. They
were wicked and thoy died. ‘Revelling in
the glory of their strength, and rioting in
luxury and excess, thoy forgot God and
were driven into the grave. [ ask, thon,
isit not true that the wicked and =1l the
nations that forget God, shall be turned into
the grave? Thus.much for tho national
aspect of the case.

2. T proceed to consider the subject as
it relates to individuals.

T trust my readers have not lived so long
in the world without learning that the na-
tural tendency, and the legitimate effect of
all wickedness, is to shorten human life
and hurry men into the grave. The Serip-
tures all along, present long life os the re-
ward of virtue, Length of days is in the
right hand of wisdom; and of him that
heeds God’s law, it is said, « With long
life will T satisfy him.” On the other
hand, the word is that the wicked shall not
live out half their days. They shall be
cut off in the midst of life, and be snared
in the works of their own hands. This
same lesson is tought.in -the text, “they
shall be driven, turned-swddonly into sheol,

" the grave or state of the dead.”

Do you wish for iHustrations and proof
of this truth? Behold Haman haneing
upon the gallows thathe built for hforde.
cai, the Jew. See an ungrateful *A*salom
on the tree, in the morning of life, end ‘in

the bloom of his health and strength.  And i

is it not true that their own wickcdness
brought thom to this untimely end ?

These are but instances that illu-trato a
great truth, a general principle. Iis,
workings here may be more outward and
~visible, but they are not more certain or!
sure. There is not one of all the dark

catalogue of crimes that darkens the pag-s '

of this world’s polluted history, the ten-
dency of which is not to shortcn hizman
life, and bring man carlier Yo his grave.—
God has so consmu.cd man, that siu is o
violation of the lav's of his nature, on the
‘healthful operstion of which his 1ifie de-

pends ; and cvery sin he commits, bears |

Tike an incubus upon him, and the acu-
mulated weight that bears teavily upon the |
«constant transgressor, wiil as certeinly
crush him into the grave, asthere is truth |
inthe experience of man.

Is not the drenkerd whitling with a fear-
ful haste down to the“grave, and at every
sicp accelerating his speed by his sin 3
The graves are green zround us, and from
the mouldering scpulchres of the dead,
there comes up a voice cchoing the senti-
mceats of the text : “Thoe wicked shall be
driven into the grave.” He thet gives

e g

loose reigns to his | _pL\SlO[IS, is inu constant
fover, and there is  connexibn between

the state of the wmind and health of the
body, so intimate, that not one hurtful pas-
sion can bo indulged without detriment to
the powers of life.  Buchistho law of na-
ture, and such is tho sontiment of tho toxt.

It is very true that, sooner or later, oli
must go to the grave, ‘Buttolive a lifo of
sin and misery, and in the midst of yeoars
to be cut off by violence, orswing froma
gibbet, isone thing. But to live in peace
and joy, to a good old age, and then to be
gathered to our father's, like a shock of
corn fully ripe, with the blessings ¢f child
ren’s cliildren upon our heads, is another
thing. And I imagine there is sou .o slight
difference between the two. 1 know not
how you feel, but for me, 1 say : Let -me
dic ths death of thenightcous, and let my
last end be like his.”

But anothor objector says : I do not see,
after all, that it gakes much difference ;
for according to the Universalist doctrine,
the man-who iscut off' in the midst of life,
only gets-to heaven o little sooner on.that
account,

- Well, let us sce how you are-willing to
test your objection by experiment. You
are a Christian, and have no doubt that,
should you die now, you would go imme-
diately to heaven ; whereas, if you live,
you may foll away and belost. MNow sup-
pose we arrest you for murder, and cast
you into prison, and finally hang you. It
willl not-meke much difference. you know.
You will only get to heaven alittle sooner;
thatis'all.  What say vou ? would you like
to travel that road to heaven? Ah! you
sey, you are innocent of crime, and would
not suffer m that way. Very el df
these things would be rsore evils to yoy,
when supperted by a conscjonsness of in-
nocence, what are they to the man who,
in addition to the miseries of the prison
and the prospect of the gallows, is crushed
with the damning scense of gult, and
hounted at noon-day, and in ‘the silence of
the dark night, with the voice of bloed,
coming like Banquo's ghost, that « will not
down,” end howls in Lis cars for ven-
geance? Is his mind at ense? And
does his dying bed feel * soft 25 downy pil-
lows nre”? b

Let me lustrate a livle farthert A
few years agn. a certain preacier by the
name of Avery, was arrected and tried for

"'murder, in one of the northern Stares.—
’ Many, very many, thourht Tim goiliy.—
! Whether e wos or unt, God obly kuows,
Bur T well rememlber, that tue mass of the
denomination to which Lz was eitached,
l‘:ought him innceent, and madeall possi-
* bie efforts to obtain hix zequital, in which

Fthey were successful.  Now, why did they
I'nat ast up to the spirit of this objection,
w '.xm they 50 oﬂcn bring against us, and
say: Webelieve Br. Avery to be inno.
{eont,and 2 gosd Christian ; but then we
! have 1o objncuon to liis Leing hung; he

Fhe will only get to heaven a hule gooner,
‘ for he will swing from the gallows * right
into poradise! o

I regret the necessity of using such
plainness ; but it is necessary to teach
people, that when their own touscs are of
glass, they should be cautious about cost-
ing stones at the windows of their neigh-
bors. Thetruthis, life, is a blessing to
which all men cling with tenagity ; ond to

&
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toan unumelygmve, isan ovil from which

‘natura shrinks with 2t her powers. And
this is tho doam that the text denouncea
upon the wicked.

2, Tho texm * sheol” is sometimes used
figuratively,to donote suffering and misery,
herd'in timé.

I you understand tho text in this light,
itis true, “Duvid, whois its author knéw
from his own bitter experience, that the
'wicked wero turned into hell, for ho had
been there himself.  * Thou hast delivered
1y soul fror.the lowest hell,?? is his lan-
gunge.  What was'tha. hell fiomn which
lic biad been delivered ? T answer, troublo
of mind and anguish of spirit that came
upon him for his crimes, Fearful foro-
bodings of the future, and horrible recol-
lections of the past, come over him, and
filled his soul with the sorrows of death.—
The thought of the dark decd 6f which he
had been the guilty perpetrator, came
upon him; and when Nathan said‘to
him, ¢ thou art the man,” then he was in
hell ; and be praistd God that he had de-
livered him from this-lowest hell. Into
sucha hell as-thisall the wicked are turn-
ed. Men 'may talk.of the pleasures of
sin as they will, there is no truth init; for
“ there is no peace, saith my God, to,the
wicked.” Tho guilty man becomes bis
own tormentor ; and go where he will, he
carries with him the consciousness of his
own guilt. He may fleo to the ends of tne
carth, and he will carry it with kim. He

may dig to its very centre, and scek to
bury tus crime there; out from the dark-

ness of its tomb it will come up and scourge
him with a thong that no fortitude can en-
dure. Into this hell every wicked man is
terned.

I heve now done with the oxposition of
the text, and it only remains' to dissbuse
your minds of any crroncous impressions
that you moy have from its common and
popular accepiation.

Often os vou hiear this passage quoted in
the popular preaching of the day, it is 2
singular fact, that those who quote most,
do not themselves believe it, and for this
cause, [ have made ita priveipal ohiectof
my discoursd, 1o prove it true, literally,
and in all itz applicstions. 1 have scid,
that those who quote the text most often,
do net believe it ; and this remark mny
need an explonation.  The minisierin the
pulpit quotes it; ¢ The wicked shall be
turacd into hell, ond all the nations that
forget God,” ond contends that here is
proaf positive of endless misery. Now
letus question him a little, and see if he
helieves it.  Who arethe wicked,? How
many of the human family have sivned?
Dare you’ deny that all bove sinned and
-come chort of the glory of God? Are
you proparcd to join issue with the Serip-
tures, when they assert, that therods “no
man that liveth that sinneth not 5 that
“the Lord looked down from heaven to
see if there were any that did understand
and seek CGod, and beheld they had 2l
gone out of the way, and there was none
that did geod—no, siotone I 1f you are
not prepated to deny this, then I affirm,
thet there s not & son or a daughter of
Adam, that has nof sinned, and I charge
that without exception, they are wicked.
Does that preacher believe they will all bo
turned into helt Nay, for he expects
that multitudes will escape. Then he

dees not believe the text, as he understezds
it.

be cut ¢ff'in thp midstof life andonsigned |

But [ must come nearer hame, for ]
are slow of apprehension on thig suby
[ tuko the Rev proachier, himself, uul
ask : Sir, are you, or have you ever b
a wicked-man ? ‘Ol! yes, says he, ot
fornter period of my lile, I was a vile
ner. Well sir, as you have beon n wi
ed wan, upon your own confession, n“:é

mo to ask whether you have been turng
into liell.  OW! no, hielkis not in this wm.t
but in the next. .1 have neverbeen turng
into tiell, and 1 lopé to'escape it. But ke
is this, my goodsir? 'The textsays, V't
wicked shall be turned’intohell®  But y<-
say you have been wicked, and yet )tb
have not been turned into hell, ner ‘do e,
elieve you ever shall he. It is clear ‘}‘
sunlight that you do not believe the text, ¥
But, says he, 1 have ropented.  And sy
posefyon have ; what of that?  Will youog
repentance make God Almigaty o llar, ¢
cauge him to fuil of fulfilling his word?
beg you adjust your glasses, and look 288

that -12xt agein. 12 does not say th ‘

they repent,  But' the language is plni'
and positive. The wicked shall be turnedd
into hell, and all the nations that for;c
God. Now, you confess you have beer}
wicked, and sty you have not been turneii3
into hell. I will leave you to explain the@
hell as you please; only remember thuf
whatever it is, whether in this world or tlu
next, you must yourself hate a partin j~'
with other wicked- people. And thus i
the verse preccdirx our te\t proxed true: “

foot taken.” 5
covenants with death, and agremonis v\uh'
hell, es you plesse. The “ord ig, * theygs
shall not stand,” 'for the everdowing scourgs i
shall pass by, and the heil shall sweeph
them away. Explin the text aslyoufy
Plense; but do not forges, that ¢ with what !

vnto you again,

case, but he will treat you just us he treats
other wicked people—tarn them into hell
for thetr wickedness. If that hell is a
iJlnco of endless torment in another world,
then you must be content to sharo its pains §

vith those upon whom you denounce B§

them.
Thera is ono idea more to which 1 wish §
to direct your attention, and I chall havo §

done. 1t is, that under any construction ¥

of the passage,it affords no proof of eadless

suffering. There i3 no word said of its &
duration, nor is there any hint from which

wo havea right to presume that it will bo §
ondless. On the contrary, there is no
truth more clearly taught, in the Scriptures,
than the destruction of th's hell, or sheol.
< Oh! death, I will bo thy plagues. Oh!
grave, (sheol) I will be thy destruction.”
The ‘common idea, that there can Be no
deliverance from hell, has no support from
Scripture. But the promiss is: “1 will
redeem them frota death. I will ransom
them from the grave, (sheel)” So 1t is
clear that whatever construction you may
put upon the term “sheol,” or “hell,”? in
the text, it affords no countenance what-
ever to the doctrine of endless torments;
because the place tselfis to be destroyed;
utterly destroyed ; and God himsclf has
promised that ho will ransom from its
power.

The great moral lesson m\rght in the
text, and which I desive my rcaders to

** and be a:sured that God %
will not alter his government to suit your i
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F y 'm'w wnhtlmm, |s, lhnt 1o mun can ANy pulli\hmvm

o \3, wi h impunity.
[T he preat misforune is, tiat whila many
b willing to pranch, and do preac: end.
s torments for others, yet no man has
e m‘  iden of suffering himsc¢lf.  While he
o others into hicll withou! stint or mer-
\n 3, lie hns no notivn of bung turned: in
alk 10 limsel. e hasa convement mode
cscnpo; and though ke may sin with n
Kth hend, yot he intends to ovade the pun
turn ‘; ment. 1l you of a truth, my read-
t el ‘:: all such hopes are. vain., God has
w8 wde no eracl ot vamercifel denuncie-
Wne, on theone band ; nor on the othor
< he made idlo_threats thatbe never in-
shds 1o cxecuto.  What he hath spokien,
lv.';ll he do.. Andthoughhe smite in
& equity of judgment, hais a friend tnd
Buer still, and all his punizhents do-
J fined for good.  Anlthough he turn -the

tur
\Wwor

\l y
t

nr Ay
Xt,

!1\

o
r. M Klcked into tho grave, he will redeem them
¢ RS

{7 f®m its pawer, and raise them to life and

k «slory atlast, and to his great name be ull
. m glory, * As it was in the beginning,
% now, and -ever shall be, in tho world
thout end.”s 1.D.W.

T8 om a Work: pJM:s'-uI in ke U. S..on Capital
eer R Punishment. )

gﬂT’M.‘.TB ORIECTS: OF PUNISHMENT-——
PFORMATION — MORAL RESPONSIBILITY.

B0 diccursing the secand part af this Lranch of
Y- enbiject it is neceseary to engniro what nro
iL  proner and lezitimate ohjects of punishment 1
ciety, it will be admitted, iean aggrepation of
KEman beings under the irfluence of those social
’e‘dcuona and imnulazs which natuzaily lead shem
W Pcrnsort togetherrs cecarding to the law of lave
ny fd matnz! helpfitnesa s zmd for the proecure-
sagent of the groatest possible happiness to all the
g, :nherc Butsuch ix the nature of man in hic
ey len estate, that individnals or arsacistions wilh
fsd dravnur to benefitthemeelves by juvading the
epf hu of othars. ‘These rights arestated in our
ou¥ claration of Independnce tabe +life, hbertv,
aid the pursuit of hnppinees,” tho tatter inclnd-
g the right to prop~rty. ‘They are innnate gud
cd L5 llenable, the individual memb er submitting o
ad ir invasion only so far s is indispensably re-
ur Pisite to his own pratection and the welfure of
conmuinity.  Any thing begond tiis is
yanny in'the state, and crime in the citizen.
ery wan haz the common, inherent right of
stance to such aparezsion on tha pait cither of
state or ewtizen n the Irst resost, constitating
;n 1 falling back npon the Law of noture wlach has
Peeit tormed salie vight of revaimion® Every
& l-cr 1anizod community, however, is supposed
3 he Jnst towards its wmemberss, and, the anly
geris frotn private wranas. Agaiust this it
ihie duty of the state to provide, both as regards
whole and each numberin bis private capa-~
Bl7 » and the right so_to provide, inclades the
. wer todo its Bux how shall such pravigion be
#de 1 Evidenily by preseating ta the individul
posed to do wrong, some motive powerful
ugh 1o deter him. Among such motives are
givo and morality.  There are mauy, how-
er, over whom these have no contzol. We
sttherelore have other motives addressed to
soifies, and appealing to men's fears. These
. punishments.  They operote, in tho first
ee, 4y siriking the enfpiit with agalutary terror
xc- will proveut his risking its xepetition by
ther offexces. ‘They also rerve ae an example
others. warning them fo respegt tholaws.on
in of {eeling theic severity,
ho, dux:es of the citizens and tha stato are
orover cozqual and cormelatives  © If" £2y8
fcﬂri_n. “every individual bo bound to-society,
gcioty ixcqualiy bound to bim, by a conract
gich, from itanatuge, e equally binds both parges
nmes and Pumishments, i, 3)  Every wan has
Byisht to the full dctolopcmcnt of the facnllwﬂ
hich God has given lim. In n defective sociaty
ere thaerrors o the individnal are not anfie-
enily the necossary regalt of Ius unfortunatocir-
msjances, it is not only the Tizht, butthe i ine
gy rative dniy of tho stata to take mensurgs for
geuring Lis reformation.  Whatever measures
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Sanogeysaty, to thivend .it may Jawfully adopt.

\vmch w.n cor u-n [ smhcr mto
a pgoad ctizen it juel and praiwwworthy.

if, howover n criminat s fuund 1w Lo iucor,
vigible ond dungeraus to th s paaco and Wwell-being
of rogicty, it has an undoabted right to reinove

himn beyond the power ¥ doinp evil, as it wonlda
nettitas or ane sienck wab a pligue. |

Tho end of punshment 13 then poreeived to be
threetold ¢ [. Preventict of cume on the part of
the crinnnal and atbers br exwuple, 2. Refor
watian of, the.cnmmal. 3. The remuval of the
wenrngible ofignder. la tho Mosaic lew, asin
thul a0t barbarons nauena, there were recoghizs
od two other emds, xawlactiin and  ecxpuation.
T'ho firet of thene 1 btive shown (o b3 repeuled
under thut better coveaaut with which wo-huve
bean blesegd, [t is ferosiotis and demdnaie in its
»pizit, ns uttetly opposed to our bedter fillings us
it i to onr religion, and to recognize it nmw
wonld throw apen a duar to craslty and oppres-
son from which evesy frend of umaunity and
good arder would inutinctively shriak. . Thatit
lies ot the Vottom of wmost advaccey oficapital
puishuenat there can be no daubt, but very few
aro found 0 avove it openly. As regards the
lichrew rive of expintion, it was gvidently purely
cermenal, aud comequently of no power over us
e Climstian racnGee s far other than this, and
yeason and humanity approve it,

Such being the end, the question js, whatare
the menns of pumshout?  §answer 1n the first
place, no posivive inflictions of carporeal.suffer-
ing, and nol the infliction of wmental pain_upen
the culprit by attacks upon others who ere dear’
to him. “Vhese ate abandoned by the common
consent of wpst civitized people. ‘Forture. brand-
g, maujing, wiupping the stocks, and attmnder,
working impurizy of blood in tho descendants,
&c., no lauger disgrace our statute booka, The
only weans allowes, is the depravation ofone or
woro of man's tkerent rights: i p. of life, liberty,
or pioperty.  'Tne nght of society to take auy or
ail of these, if neensyacy, 18 feeeiy sdumsted. Ouy,
opponcuts have been guilty either of a scrious
wistako or a gross mmcptesculalion. in asgerting
that the advocates of tho propossd refortn deny
abselutely the rizht of society to fake lte. That
maay of them da make snch a denial, thera can be
o doubt ; breanse oll Quakers and Peace-men
are. by the noeessity of the case, enciies of capi-
tal p:mis!:u"m_n,. They are shut up to-thiz by
thewr previonsly ascumed postions.  ‘There ume
\ery many amoeng us, however, who are not
Peace~men ¢ and they who are,. feel so confident
in the streng:h of thiz couse, that they ore willing
10 give up their favornto argument,and disenss the
question on narcower gropnds. ‘I'his was strick-
gy examplfied 10 the late debate at the Phila
deiphia, Museam batacen the Rev. Wm. L. Me.
Colla and Charivs C. Burleigh. ‘The reverend
gentleman suppased.that hLis opponent would
take the naarcsistans « gronad. and give hiw the
oppurlunity of api-aling w the warltke and
patriotic feclinge of his auditors.  Being dis-
appainted in his, ke et his tight arm, and made
himssif ridiculous Ly his effint to provoke the dis.
cussion of u quesiwn which 3r. B. Treeiy and
repeatedly granted bim. I for one fes) thaukful
to Mr B.furhis al’s and eloquent labours, tnose
cspecially becaueo ha did not confound this goad
cause witl any oibr of his docuines. Henry C.

Wiight, another telanted advocals of this raeacure |

has not avoided th.s error.  1n lus sermon report.
cd in the Philade!phia Ledger of April 27th,.lie
bes nssumed a position Lhinld 1o bo unienable s
“*that whatcver s wrong in a man acting withox!
a commission frein hinman avthority, is wrongina
man acting with such 1 conusission,” 1. admit
this in the abstract, as meaning that socievy has
no power to maka thatright which.is wrong perec.
In tho sense injgndad, howeoves, inleys the axe to

. the vory rcot of society, the gardinal idea of which

is that allits members rosign into the hands.of the

constituted anthorities cerisin powers, antong

which is that of purnishing offunders. Anatlempt
on tho part of apy membar to resumo much a
power would dissolse the frame work of society
and bo atsolfa erime.  1iherefore repeat that the
community ias the powerto punish offendersby
depriving them of all or cither of thethreo great
rights—Lifo, Liberty and Property —which, I
conceive, rank in tho order here siated.—~Libgrey
isa higher right shan Property, because it izin,
itself more presions to tho heart of man, and bg:

cause the lslter” canpot be enjoyed watboat it, and

becauss in o}l well-regulated stdtes o who- has
_Liberty, can always by indusiry xequire new. Rro--
.perty.  Lifeis the highest right, becaveo incligjva
vfall owhtrs, and if once taken absolotely rre”
claimpble. « Thesking of life, or capital punish”

showing that, it true

mout is, tWen, the I\iglmt penelty the : law cau iu-
flict.

£t will ues be deniod, I presune, that itis cruel
ty and injustice to infliat a geenter punishment,
whon a less oue will ouswer the purpose. I
the proper onds of punishment can b as well at.
tained by tho taling of the offender’s possessions,
,t will be wrong to take his hberty or hfe. 1f they
can bo attaiaed ns woll by taking lus liberty and
proporty bath, it is stitl wrong to take his lie,
‘I'ho yuestian then narrown jtsell” dovin to thisi—
Daes the taking of life answcer the proper ends of
punishment better than ean be done by any or all
other laweful means 7 "Vhis 19 tho question [ now
prepose to examine.

Ist. Docs capital punishmgnt reform the
criminal 2 Moust assuredly it doea not for any
useful purpose. 17 it;be asserted that the soutouce
of death pluces lam  in pecutizrly favourably cir-
cumstances for *getting roligion,” ag tho phrasoe
goes, tho argument has beon viready met by
,it Lnposes upon ouroppons
ent the awful responsibility of hanging a redoem-
ed, Justified, and sanctified, child of God, sud that,
whather true or noy, it isoffenivg a preminem for
ho tommission of capital erimnes.  Butat will be
assertcd that io wha is 50 dopraved as to imbtuo
lis hands in human blocd, is beyond thoe possibi-
lity of reformation. *Flus Lako to be tha mean.
ing of that strange s2utencein Dr. Cuyler'sser-
mon, which has struck me with moro astonish.
went than any thing clse in that remarkale pro-
duction: Jzis nelfit lo live. And if nutfittelive
is he fit to dio? But what constitntes (itness to
live? So long ps there reruiny p possibility of
reformation, there is such fitoess,  Who can ar-
rogate to himeelf the power to fathom tho depths
of a human heart, or to jaczce the thick veil of
faturity, aud sty there is no hopoe forany man 2
Leaving God's free grace out of tho question, we
cannot know how ruch may ve'.dons by merely

‘humen appliancen. “Who will venture to say

that tho wmost hardenzd and depraved nmong
those who pay the penalty oftheur gz, of he had
been secluded® fiom ti.o contagioas sotiety of his
assciates—it he had been sutwmitted to the influ.
ence ofa process of mosal and religions iastruc-
tion—rmight not have unfeignediy cepeutod ofhis
past enormities, expiazed, then in a way wost

1 beneficial to bis country, and at lengih given that

country the satistaction of believing thet a trans.

gressor had heen reclained from his crrors 1
(Dees ) Our vdmirable penitentiary discipline,
which ¢ knewn throughont the world 2s the
Peuneylvania aystem, is faounded upon the idea
of the practicability "o £ reforpation, and its re-
eultshave proved its wisdem, It can no longer
Le denied that thosc who were but a few yenrs
ago considerad ardened crimingls, 10 be reach-
edly uo discipline but that of fear, mdy easily he
brought under better mfla-nes. \We aretonapt
10 luose si2lit of the fact that the eniannaiisa
man, made as we are, and oflike pass (ug with
aurselves. We forget the weight of carzisasine -

that hiza pressed wpon him \We forget the des; |
truetive rvizamnents of s and iguorance and
bt ug woar 7y and tempta liur, atnong which lie

.mga were wounded and excited by Iny wife’s ige
‘fidolity. Suah v staie-almind v this, is in fact, a
cmpomry wmsanuy, whergju the powver ufnghlly
reasoning is cutirely lost. |lhs not an insapity’
that could propetly be pleaded in a court of just.
ice, any more than that of sntoxication, which is
univorsally admitted to be wo defence. [t is,
howaver, 'an aborration of wutellect, to which even
the most unright wnight ba liablo, i€ circamstanco
should J veeur adapted to ronse their furious-
pussions.  Wa can thorofore conceive the possi-
bility of nman of comparatively good frelings
berng gailty of murder.  Many a wman has died
on tho scaffold, whose soul would have recorled
with horror, from the long conrseof frand and
£dschiood which on tho part of certain men, has
involved onr conutry in widespread ruin. 1F
then, we admit the feasibility of the reformativo
systemin the caso of othor crimisnals, why shonld
vra rejectit in thatof tho murderer 2 Thero ia
1o ground foe the distinction. I1le may be restor-
ed to 2 scusa of histrue nature and dulies, and
be led to a sincera reponiance. for his crime,
Evon i he naveragain be sllowed to mingle in
tho busy scenes of life, ho may bo brought to a
framo of mitd pomparatively happy. und feel
that his peace isr.21do with Godand wman. But,
sowa may say, why go to all this expenso pnd |
trouble about a poor, miserable onicast, when Drs
Cuylor has pronvunced him “not fitto tive,” and
hemp zo cheap? Fricnd, you pretend to bea
Christan, par exellence.~Examing your own
heart ; ask yourself whether yon wish sacnfice and
not mercy in your own case, and then goavd do
lilewise Go to your Biblo withan open senso .
and a meek spirit, and pounder well theinjuce.
tion of tho apestle to -*overcamg evil with goud.”
Read auentively the 15th chapter of Luke's gospel
end then ask me if you daro, why we would
labor to bring ebout the repentance, over which
“there is joy in heaven.” [If you had more oftiio |
spirit of the Master, whesn nccents ef love brougist
crowding aYont him the poblicars and siunera.
who wero driven {from tho temple by the hord
wordsJand spiritaal prido of Scubo and Poari-
s=e, you would no longer wish 1o ‘cntoff from
the carth these vonio mighe yet bo wade to bear
frult unta lid cternzl.

EMPHASSS

Cup graat esuse of the. nrapatnation of error, -
under apparent sanciion ofthe Scriptures, may
e found in the false cinphasia which, by long
practice and yoathful eduration, has very general-
Iy obtsined inreading the Bible. We have heard
not ¢ faw Universalists, and have caught ourself,
reading ceriain pasmcs in this crroneons wans
ner.

Take. foran inustanee, I Thess. iv: 14 and J6.
«For if we beliove that Jesus died and rose again,
evon so them alsowhich sleep in Jesus witl God
bring witihkim .. . Forthe Losd himself shall
dancend from Jizaven with a shout, with the voico
of the archangel, and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Chinst shall riso firet ™

Kend, as here italicized, (and asitis enmmon-

tasgrewrenp  There is 20 man who las any
Lt l-d,,e of h's own keast or of huwna nature,
who witt dare 1o say that unger like influences
lus course tight not have bLean the wame, Qur
characters are mada for us ofiors: than we wup- |
pose. \Who then can Sodura to gfmm that
with more fuvourable applinnges, he whoisww
‘nn intuxte of 3 jail might not have beenan prua
went 1o his country, and a bleasing 1o his genera-
tion 7—Aud if ke thus contain the germs of
virtae and usefuluess, who con s3y dhat they can
not yet be developed? \We have recognized the
possibility of thia desirable, consumntion in onr
penitentiary eystem, ag itregards all other crimes.
Why should.wao reject it in the ease of the nnr-
deter 2lone? K.aduwit that murder is tho highost
possiblecfime, ecause itinvades man's lnghest
rixht; but it does not alwaye arguc the greatest
depravity.in the criminal. Even what we eall
deliberate- -murder is almost always connwitied.
under the jofluence of excited paxsions The
*¢ malice afyrethonght' argues genearlly anly.the
intent- to do the deed, and not coulngsrolyefioc-
tion. ln an nnmenso majority of the cases of
which wo have any koowledge,- the.criminal 1s
exalted to a,pitch of passion whigh,eonfounds his
perceplions of. rigin and wrogg. leace the
numerons instapces of murdegszs avowing nod
Jnsuf ing their act, as a means of redressing
grievanzes. beyond the resfivof the law.  This |-
was the ¢asp with Shaster.now under thesen-

tenceof death.in cur conrdy prison, wheeefzels

Iy 1ead,, 2md st seems to anfer-with Partialiem,
that there are soma \\'ho slecpout of Jesus, and
scme who are dead ot gf, Curist. and wha, there-
fory, are wot mclndc-lm tuts happy resurrection.
{ But reaa it as it should be read —a0t as constrast-
ing two c'assesof tire tesd, bat s contrasting e
dvirg (see verses 15and 17) with the dead. and
you gat the proper.sense of the apostie. Thus: -

“For if wo Lrelicse thot Jzsua died and saso .
sgain. even so them alsn whieh sleep in Jesus, wili -
God hrng with hum . ... For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with 2 shout,'! &e.,.
wand the ooadgm Christshall rise fust.”

The wnbelieving dead—the ilolstrons- ances— .
tors af the Thessalonians—wera the objects oyer
whoonthe Thessalanian Christians were dispozed
1 monrn ag having no hope of their resurreetion.
-Cancerning these dead idolators, Panl writéa to
them, and baving given thewn tha neegded assar-
anca. tnat all tke diving and all the deady (v 0,21l
who are living and dead whon .tho«resurrre.
tian shall ocenr, ) will be rajaed, ho hidethewn ho
of good cheer, and *comfort ane anather with
thesowords ™ Evidently, then. tho firdt mode of
empharizingis the wrovg one,and the Jatter is the

correct one, |
A®O.

—————T——r ¢

_Or7oanosy—Hzrronoxr.—Thess two hive -
bvcn»wc\l defined thuss—** Orthadoxy is tmy own

dexyy and. lictrodazy.ds somebody else’s, doxyl °,
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“ But wo desiro to haar of thee what thou
thinkest; for, ar, concerning this scet, we know
ﬂ:nt cvory whoroat is spoken againat, Aets xxvin

Afier the apostle Paul had been succes-
sively oxaminoed before Folix, Festus and
Agrippn ; and by his appeal to the judg-
men' seat of Crsar, had beon conveyed
tn Rome for the purpose of meeting his
trin} - ho called the chief of the Roman
Jews together, to inform them the reason
why he was there a prisoner, bound with
n chain, andwhy he had appealed unto
Cicsr.

This subject having been oxplained to
them, the Roman Jewsreturned for answer,
“}We neithor received letters out of Ju-
dex concerning theo, neither any of the
brethren, that came, showed or spake any
harm of thee. But we desite to hear of
the what thou thinkest : for, as concern.
ing this sect, we know that every where it
is spoken against.” They candidly ad-
mitted that they knew no harm of the
ap». 4 nor that any serious matler was
laid  hischarge. But the sect of the
anatenc Reformer, they perfectly un-
derstood was most violently opposed—the
Saviour wascalled a “ glutton and a wine
inber 5 a “friend of publicans and sin-
ners 37 an enemy to the law of Moses and
the government of Ceesar, as one possessed
of « demon; and one who declared the
tnost obvious untruths. With this know-
ledre, the Roman Jews, in a candor and
jusiness of procedure which is not often
exhivited in modern {imes,-even by pre-
tended followers of the Saviour, desired to
hear from the apostle’s own lips, what
were the principles of the faith thus ap-
posed and villified by its unbelievers.—
Thoy therefore appointed a day for this
nampose 3 on which they met thic apostle
at his lodgings, where ¢ he expounded and
tzstified the kingdom of God, persuading
t»-m concerning Jesus, both out of the law
of Moses and out of the prophets, from
m rvng until evening.® The effect of
th - very proper conduct on their part, and
tire judicious instruction of the apostle, is
%'} 10 be as follows, *and somo believed.
th> things which were spoken, and some
believed not.”

In applying this instruction to present
circumstances, I shall consider thai my
readers are aware that the sect attached to
the Restitation, is * cvery where spoken
against.” For the fact needs no proof,
that the Restitution is denominated a li-
centious doctrine asd a doctrine of satan,
by thosé who are ignorant of it—while its
believers aro represented, even by men
who profess to be ¢hsritable and Christian
teachers, as 2 graceless, gudless and vicious
resple.  Tho most revolting and untrue
descriptions are given of the doctrine, in
charches, and ospecially during protracted
racetings ; so that persons, hearing .such
nrtrae descriptions, can obtain no just no-
n.ons of it; for, a3 the doctrine of the Sa-
viour was reprosented as of evil when it
w28 of good, so this is represcated as of
sauan when it is of divine origm.

These fucts being known to my readers,
I shall consider them as instituting the in-
quiry concerning the Restitution, « but we !
desire to hear of theo what thou thinkest ; ‘
for, as conceraing this se¢t, we koow that

assumse asiruth, that there exists a liberali-
{y, ina portion of community at least,
which is desirous of meeting and under-
standing this doctrine, before it is con-
demned. 1 shall therefore oxpoct ajtention,
whilo I show what arethe leading Seriptu-
ral truths to which this despised sect gives
assent. +Wea shall not attempt to devolope
the minutiw of faith, because there are
hardly two individuals mn any sect, who be-
licve exactly alike in regard to sowo
minor things—-und as it is one of the car-
dinal principles of Christianity to lot overy
person have perfect freedom in differing
from othors, should his reason and consei-
enco dictate such difference, so wo shall
attempt to regulate private and small mat-
ters of faith, We shall only exhibit the
great and uniform points of Scripture doct-
rine, which give charactor to the believers
of the Restitution as a sect differing {rom
all other sects.  And, in offecting this ob-
ject, it will not be oxpected that an clabo-
ate proof of each point of fhith-will be
given, because such a work would mani-
festly be.impossible in the limits ‘to which
I have confined mysclf.

I. Inlooking abrond among the sublime
objects to us visible in the universe, we
hear in the infinite variety of material
forms,iin tho wiso and complex mechanism
of animal life, in the amazing size, the
wonderful revolutions, the unchanging har-

mony, and the grand wrray of heavonlyi
badies; & voice of reason, of divinity and of i

philosophy, ultering with its own peculiar
eloquence,

“ # The hand that made us; is divine.”

The dissection of the most common forms
of animal or vegetable life, proves to de-
monstration that Supreme Intelligence
reigns over, in and through all nature.—
For, in the light of this great truth, all
other views which attempt to account for
the origin of tho universe, are feeble and
unproved. If an individual should inform
us that a beautiful music-box which he held
in his hand, was produced by chance or by
certain blind laws growing out of unintelli-
gentmatler—that no intelligence superior
to, and separate from, the materials com-
posing this box, had an agency in forming,
fitting and arranging its various parts,
which, when united, gave forth the heauti-
ful music we hoar—no person would be-
lieve such stateménts. Because it is a
demonstrated fact, that theresmust have,
been existing intelligence to procure the
different metals composing the box, to
mould them into the necessary shapes, and
to so nicely adjust every part, as to warble
out the desired melody and its accompani-
ments. Is this fact less tiue in regard to
the compiicated works discoverable in na-
ture ? Can chanee, or blind laws, or unin-
telligent matter, produce material forms,
which. in nicety of arrangement, in utility
of purpose, in beauty of order, and in
wisdom ¢ creation, are as much superior
to a music-box as the sun is greater than a
grain of sand 2—{t is therefore evident
that Intelligence of the highest order and
of infinite capabilities exists above, and as
sovereign Creator, reigus ever all nature,

Hence rejecting the doctrine of atheism
in all its forms, we believe that there is
one, enly living and truc God—who is
* without beginning of days or ending of
yeurs,"” ever-oxistent,®ternal, undying, the

tho heavensand the carth,” and all things
thorein--whr is the Father ofall creatures,
their Ozigmator and Presorver, satisfying
all their rational desires, nnd surroumling
them with continuous tokons of his bonign-
ant Providence—who holds the reigns of
supremo govermment in the universe,
working *“all things after the counsel of
his own will,” and with unerring cetintaty
bringing all things to a good end, beeauso
disnppointad by no circamstance—~who is
infinite in wisdom, boundless in power,
over-consistent and univavering 1 jushce,
illimitablo in goodness, and unbounded
mercy—whose united attributes form the
grand characteristic, the universal magnet,
and the namo aud nature of Doity, LOVE;
the Benevolenco which is displayed i, and
diffused among all the works of creution.

The fact, then, that there &3 ¢ God, is
"tho foundation of our fuith, and the Foun-
tain from whence flows that divine and
-efficient grace in which wo find a guaranty
of the ultimate triumph of truth and virtue
-over error and sin. .

Il. Whoever considers the history of
past pagan nations, and studies their situa-
tion as they at present exist ; Who remem-
‘bers their idolatries, their sacrifices of hu-
man life to 1maginary and vindictive gods,
and their constant and manifold errors,
‘must we think, admit the necessily of divine
revelation or of an immediale communica-
tion of the great principles of Iruth from
God to man. This fact is admited by
some of the wisest men that' have ever
gtaced the pagan world. .

And when we toke into consideration
the antiquity of the books which we desig-
nate by the name “ BipLg,” the oldest
of whicli books can be traced for thirty-
three centuries back to Moses—when we
consider the prophecics therein recorded,
most of which have been wonderfully and
minutely fulfilled centuries after they were
written, and whose truth is recorded in
the ruins of Ninevah, Tyre, Babylon,
Jerusalem, and the past and present con-
dition of the Jews—when we consider the
miracles therein recorded, which could
alona be effected by the power of God, ard
yet whosa performance is attested by the
most creditable witnesses, and which were
not denied.by Celsus, Porphyry or Julian
deists of the second, third or fou.th cen-
turies—when we consider the moral purity
and excellence of those whose wrilings
compose the Bible, as well as the life, and
death, and character of Christ, whose ex-
istence and crucifixion aro matters of un-
questioned history — when we consider
what superiority of civilization, of institu-
tions, of advance in knowledge, and of in-
crease in virtue, Cliristianity has given to
the natiops who have cherished it—when
we consider how the truth of the Christion
covenant has reformed the vicious, insiruct-
cd the ignorant, given hope to the despair-
Jing, consolalion, to the mourning, and
songs of triumph and victory o the dying
—we are copstrained to admit, that in the
Bible, God lias spoken to the children of
men.

Therefore, rejecting the doctrine of
skeptism, we Dbelieve-that the Bible con-
tains a Divine revelation from God 1o
men, meking known the character, will,
purposes, plans,and designs of Deity—
that this zevelation is the “man of our

overy whore it is spoken against.”  Ishalli great  Master -of all lifo”~who * created

counsel,” the source of moral wisdom, tho

tounuun of Christinn truth and virtue.
that it s infinitely superior to all creed
and crevdsbooks, -and that the Chn'.su{]
should go to it as his only creed-bnoki
that it-is the perfect guide of man for 1
lief and for practice, and that it is tho s
rule of decision by which to arrive
Chyisti~n truth. By those remarks, it
seen that to laith in the oxistance  of ¢
only living and true God, wo add faith
the Bible, as containing o revelation fre,
heaven to the inhabitants of the carth.
I, Tho individunl who poruses &
Old Testament carefully will find a pe[.
sonago prophecied of who was to bo !
Messiah, the Root of David, the Branc,
the olect Servant of God—who was (.
set judgment in the ecarth, though he wi¥
rejected by his people and led like a jun}
to tho slaughter. I that individual w§
also peruso the Now T'estarnent carefull §
he wilt fird a personago spoken of, “‘calld§
the beloved Son of God,” the man™*Chri \
¢ Jesus,” wiwse life, actions and fate, wend
the exact talfilment of the prophecics fourdf
in the Ola Testament concerning him, §
This per-onage presents a.character
spotless purity, of ennobling virlue, «3
caruest compassion for the ignorant a
sinful, of untiring energy for the welfare I3
tho world, of unswerving confidence it}
the Father who sent him, of unshakes§
courage in facing persecution and é;
mingled with the most sincere forgivence]
of Ius foes. “He declared noble doctrined
and in proof of his divine mission, perig
formed miracles of surprising charactery

as the Redeenter of man.
Therefore, rejecting unequivocally th
doctrine of the trinity, we most cordially)

Sorth by Deityon a divine mission of trutk, §
and gracc—we believe that he was an in-

purpose, was endued with power from osg
high, which enabled him to perform mi
acles, to foretell future events, to read §
thoughts of men, and to establish Chrisg
tianity——that be has % all power in heaven[¥
and on carth” in regard to the moral inEg
terests of the human family—that he wasl*3
without sin, and was the ¢ express image”

ty to light”—that he will rule andreign in}
the kingdom of Christian truth, until, hav.
ing subducd all things to himself; he willl
deliver up the kingdom to God the Father.}
that he, God, may be alt inall. And wel
perfectly agree with the apostle, when he
said, for there is one Glod, and one Medi.

Jesus, who gave himself & ransom for all
to be testified in due time.® 1 Tim. ii:
5, 6.

1V. Wherever men can be found—in
whatever age or clime they may have lived
—however degraded and ignorant they
may have been, or are now—to whatever
nation or tribe they may have belonged,
or do now belong—rno person exists, bt
that has Xopes of life beyond the grave.—

as hunger is in the body.
no nation or tribe has yet been discovered,

believe that Jesus is the Son of God, senii %

ator between God and men, theman Christ j@

This hope or desire is as universal as tho 88
race of Adom, and as prevalent in the sou! £
And certainly @

which is wjthout a religion embracing
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wistgfhat this universal dc‘nm will be gmuﬁed
brok P bor, in the wisdom of his Providence, Deity
or lv doterminad to confer an jnnnortal ex-
i" tenco on the minds of all people, when
o shall place them in the spiritunl bodies
W8 another and hetter world. It was for
{&his purpnse that Christ rose fron the dead,
Bursting the cerements of the grave, to
deveal the great truth of the “resurrection
Af the dead,” to the wanting sons and
"nughtcrs of Adam. Ilence, of the Sa-
&iour, Peter said, “who God hath raised
&on the dead” Actsiii: 15. IHence
Poul had hope * that there should be a
fesurrection of the dead, both of the jusl
g nd unjust.” 'Aclc XXiv: 1.:, cnd that *

2 Cor.v: 1.
3 With theso instructions for our guide,
Xwe, rejecting the doctring of annilalation,

3 BR that ench and every son and daughter

herg ; of Adam will be’ madc lr\ oxist forover after

as they are on earth corruptible,
they “ill be raised incorruptible ; and we
fully believe that the resurrection state will
J'”be glorious; for the langnege of the Saviour
the Sadduces, exactly cypresses

“Ye do err, not knawing the

, uor the power of God. For in

Iy dangers of God in heaven”  Matt, xii:
§329,39. We freely confess, that we do
 not helieve that the resurrection state will
bo one of dishonor and sinfulness. Tor,
das the all whodie in Adam, are to be made
falive in Christ ; and as Christ is the first
Tuils of the resurrection, or hut an exhi-
bition of the glory of the whole resurrec-
tion, so it must be evident, that no blasphe-
tRmous, sinful, and depraved wretch will be
k. aised in thnt character in Christ—for it is

lmve par‘a‘ien of Adnm’s sinful and im-
perfect nature, so in the resurrection, we
shall put on heavenly natures.

V. Tho New Testament ascribes to
718 Jesus the august namo of “ Saviour of the
B8 world.” i Johniv: 14. Aund itdeclares
8 thac he came 1o “call sinners to repont.
ance.” Matt. ix: 13. That he came to
seck-and tosave that which was lost. Luke
{xix: 10.  That he came to “ save his peo.
{8 ple from their sins.” Matt. i: 21, And
% that “ God was'in Christ reconciling the
‘% world unto himself.” 2 Cor. v: 19, The
g3 ascriptions of the high.and onnobling duty
i10 the Lord-Messiah of redeeming tho
whole world, is not made in the New Tes-
tament, without other testimony of his abi.

in ogrecinent with the diviae govern.
ment.

& [t is on all hands admitted, that God is
almighty in power, unlimited in wisdom,
i€ and unbounded in goodness. And it is
3 very evident that the unbounded, goodness
& <f God would never “permit his almighty-
power to create an-intelligent being, when

»

lity to accomplish the work, and ofis being

I his unlimited wisdom saw that said intolli-
gont being would be endlessly miserable.
Hence he »nys, that ho ¢ will not cast oft
forever.” Lam. iit: 31, “Forl willnot
contond forever, neither will Ialways be
wroth 3 for *the spirit should fail boforo
we, and the souls which i have made.”
Isa. Ivii: 16.  Conseguently, as the Lord
will neither cast off forever, nor contend
furever, the oppusite of this must coincido
with his will, plessure and purpose. Paul
declares that Gud **will have all men to
be saved and come unto the knowledge of
the truth L Tim. ii: 1.6, While, in
another instance he says,. *having made
known unto us the mystory of his will,
eccording to his gved pleasurc, which he
hath purposed in himself ; that in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times he might
gather togethier.in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are
on carth, even.in him.” Eph.i: 9, 10,
So fur from this testimony, we gather the
sublime truth that the gathering together of
all things in Christ, and the bringing of
ali to the knowledge of the truth,.is in
agreenmynt with the will, purpose and plea-
sure of tlie Almighty. Consequently, as
Christ is the « Saviour of the world,” and
the ¢ propitiation for the sins of the whole
world,” in effecting the work of universal
salvation, he will execute the will, pleasure
and purpose of Deity—he will fulfil the
word of Jehovah, for the word has gonb
forth from God, that * every  knee shall
bow, and cvery tongue shall swear, surely
shall say, in the Lord have I righteousness
and strength:”

That the pleasure of the Lord will pros-
per in the hands of the Saviour : that
Messiah will accomplish the will of God,
which it was his .aneat and drink to do;
that the purpose of God.in Christ will
stand ; is demonstrated in Scripture.  Sin
shall be finished, Dan. ix : 24—tears shall
wa wiped from off all faces, isa. xxv: 8—
pain and sorrow shall have an end, Rev.
xxi: 4—death shall be swallowed vp in
victory, Ish. xxv: 8, and heing the last
enemy, shall be destroyed, 1 Cor, xv : 26
—all the ends of the world shall remember
and turn unto the Lord, and il the kind-
reds of the nations shall worship before

“him, Ps. xxii: 27~then shall Christ see of

the travail of his soul and shell be satis-
fied.

"With these considerations, we are pre-
pared to affirm that we believe, after ua-
cguivocally rejecting the notion that mkl-
titudes will be endlessly lost from virtue
and happiuess, tiat in the providence of
God and in the lulness of times therc will
be @ complele reconciliation of every son
and daughter of Adam to truth and holi-
ness, by the work and reign of the Saviour
—and that, when Christ shall have subdued
all things to himself, ho will render up the
kingdom to God the Father, wko will be all
in all. Beyond this period, we believe
that thers will not be any pain sorrow,
sighing, tears, sin, error or death ; but that

<each individual will be happy, will increase

in knowledge, and go onward in offering
the praise of intelligence’ and holiness to
God and the Lamb forever and over. In
the fulfilment of this noblo and divine doct-
rino,'wo find great consolation and .morsl
power.

VI. 1t isclearly taught in the ‘Serip-
tures, that violations oF tho moral law of
God will be punished, apd that sin will be

distinctly and cortainly chastised. God
% will by no means cloar the guilty.”” Ex.
xxxivi7.  And no observer of actunl life
can fail of perceiving that vice is followed
by painful consequences—for it is every
where demonstrated that * the way of
transgressors is hard.” The sinner can
not escapo tho just judgments of God.—
But the punishment thus intlicted, is refor-
matory in its tendoncy ; for God chastises
with tho hand-of a parent. Henco it is

said, * now no chastening for the present
‘seemeth to bo joyous, but grievous ; never-
theless, afterward it yicldeth the penceable
fruit of righteousuess unto them which are
exercised thereby.” Heb. xii: 11, When
chastisement  shall have effected its office
in subduing the offender, then forgivencss
will be extended ; which furgiveness con-
sists in blotting out his sins {rom rememb-
rance and rcccwmg him aguin intq favor,
the same as though he had not been sinful.
tlence it is said, “speak yo comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto ler, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity
is pardoned ; ‘for she hath received of the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”  Isa.
xl: 2. The wandering prodigal, though
severely punished for his vices in the far-
off land, yet was forgiver. when his father
received him and forgot his sins in tho.joy
‘of hisrecovery.

“Therefore, while we have no faith in the
doctrine of endless misery, yet we believe
that the sinner will be punished according
to his deeds—that pain will {ollow crime as
'a consequence—and that when punish-
‘ment shall have eflected its object, then
Sforgiveness will be extended to sinners
and they will be recetved into favor and
adopted tpto the glorious liberty of the
children of God.

VII. When an individual is in error
and in sin, it must be obvious to every per-
son, that in coming to a Enowledge of the
truth, and to the practice of wvirlue, a
change must take place—for if an indivi-
dual ceases to do-evil and learns to do-well

implies that a change in his views and
feclings has led to a corresponding change
in faith and aciion. In this change we
beiieve, and call it the «ancw birth*—a
death to sin and-error, and a * new birth”’
into the kingdom of truth and virtue.—
This change is produced by the operation
of trath and mora] principle upon the un-
derstanding and the aﬂ'ecti!x’)s. Hence
Peter said, being born again, not of cor-
vuptible seed but of incorruptible, by the
aword of God, which livetn and <abideth
forever.” 1 Pet. i: 23,

Thischange also implies “regeneration;”
for the individual is regencrated from vice
and error to the betier condition of holiness
and truth. And there is combined in it,
the doctrine of © repentaice”—ior, when
the individual s0 experiences a change as
torealize his sinful acts, will he not repent
him of his evil'deeds ?  And willnot the
sincerity of that repentance ‘be manifest
in his future righteousness 2

Therefore rcjecting notions of a myste-
rious, miraculous, instantancous new birth
conversion and change of ficart, we be-
licve in the new birth and regeneration
from sin and crror to holiness and truth,
produced by the power and influence of
tho ¢ word of God;” and we believe in
the necessity of fruc repentance 3 & * ré-
pentance not to be repented ofy” and which

turns from-error and embraces the truth, it |

leads to more correctactlon,

VIII. No careful qbsérver of community
can fail of* perccnvi‘\g, that with muli-
tudes, religgion isa more outward show ; is
implicit faith in a creed, or a bigoted ad-
horence to a sect, or a practice of cextain
ceremonies, or a strict attendance ugon
multitudes of meetings. Nor is it an orror
to say that there are many, who are not
circumspect in their lives, who exercise
no benevolence, or liberality, yet who are
thought to be raligious because very zeal-
ous for the advancement of a particular
sect. Now, the New Testament is very
far different in its descriptions of religion,
from the frequent errors which have ob.
tained in community concerningit. It setq
forth that religion consists of virtue and
‘benevolence ; in tha steady discharge of
moral duty; in tho exhibition of a pure
life ; in constantexertions to oboy the will
of God; ‘insuch an‘excellent conversa-
tion, and purity-of thought, and holiness of
aclion, «3 to deserve the approval of a cor-
rect conscienge, and. thie blessing of the
divine word. Hence, the prophet inquires,
« he hath showed thee, O man, what is
good; and what doth-the Lord require of
thee, Lut'to "do jusily, and to love mercys
and to walk humbly with thy. God % Mi-

affirms * pure religion, and undefiled, be-
foro God and the Father, is this, to visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction
and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.” Jamesi: 97. ‘

Hencee, rejecting all fanatism, excite-
ment or ceremonious form, which may be
denominated religion, we believe in 2 re-
ligion of good works, pure lives and holy
conduct—a rcligion of the ‘golden rule,
«whatscever ye would that men should do
to you, do yceven so them”—a religion
of discharging the various duties of life
with fidelity and vigor—a religion whose
highest aim is to purify the thotghts of
'evil, the conduct of sin, the soul of ro-
venge, the actions of hypocrisy, and-to fill
the mind with sublane affection which ex-

‘pands into supreme love toward God and

universel Jove towards all men,

To sum up the various points which
have been advanced, we find them to be,

God. 2. In the divine authenticity of the
Bible. 3. In Christ as the Son of God.
4. In the resurrection of the dead. 5-
In the reconciliation of the world. 6. In
the punishment for vice and the reward
for virtue. 7. In thenow birth, regener-
ation, and repentance, produced by the
word of God.
works. These are the great principles of
{fuith which formthe Restitution, and chaz.
acterize the denomination of Universalists.

In viow of them, I put tlte solemm in-
quiry to my readers, what is there-in thess
principles which is so very evill Why
should they lead us to be asect every whera
spoken against? Can a reason be found
in them, why the Restitution and i be-
lievers, should be the subjects of continued
misrepresentation, and of idle stories and
stale anccdotes, in almost every protracted
meeting which is started? The only
reasori. which ¢an be given is, that this
faith declares that Christ will actually be
the * Saviourof the world:”’ And-yet is
it so very bad to believe, that the world
will ultimately be saved from sin and sor-

row, that it need be mot with every stigma

cah vi: 8. While James nodess distinctly -

1. Faith in the one, only living and true

8. In a roligion of good .
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of misropresentation ! ‘T'ho plain fuct of
tho case, is that wo only preach what is
prayed for by all other donominations ; we
anly beliove that God will accomplish tlo
convarsion of the world, which they be-
=gech Heaven to effeet, though they havo
no faith that Ieaven will bring it about.
Go to an individual, and convinco, him,
taat the impartial grace of God will save
him and all his family and unite them in
heaven with joy, and ho will not oppose it;
ha will rejoico in it.  Why should he, the
momont wo extend that grace to all. fumi-
Uos and o all nations, tako excaeptions and
oppose it, and say that he wishes not to go
0 heaven if all people will be saved? The
factis, that all persons are Univarsalists in
rogard {o themselves, and their own fami-
dies, and believo that endless wisery is for
their neighbors only. Tho doctrine of
the restitution is net thus self-righteous in
feeling or cramped in extent. It extends
the love of God to every son and daughter
of Adam, nnd it ropresopts the Messiah os
anduring tho untold horrors of erucitixion
for the salvation of the world—it locks fr-
ward to. tho work of drawing degraded:

- minds from error nnd sin and clevating

.them to the better and holier station of

victue and truth—and it holds up to our
admiring view, the destruction of csory
avil to which human life is incident, and
the introduction of the universal racs of
Adai into immoriality and.felicitv. Aud
as such, it is worthy of regard and recop-
tion, not only on accoun t of its boundless
and sublime views of another world, but
also for dts power to lead its followors
to the purest and most elevated mor-
ality. ’

REV. JOJIN FOSTRHR.

This cminent and vencrable man was a
ninister of the Calvinistic Baptist Church
in England. His Life-and Writings have
been lately republished in this country,
and his Baptist. and other Pariialist brethren
hore are much horrified to learn that their
beloved and veweraled ininister¥was all his
lifo-time a Universalist!  ifr. Foster wes
Calvinistic inevery pointof D'oiwiae, cx-
cept endless sinmng aud salemng - et
borrible sentiment he rejected as unserip-
+rural and poreasoneble.  [1is Editor, §. L2
Ryland, says of him, '

“ On ono point enly of dog.aztic ti.eo.
logy, Mr. Foster dissented from the reli-
gious community with which Le was nunst
intimately connected.  Allusisn- to this
aubject (the duration of Liture punisi-
ment) occur in two or thrce passazes of
his early corresp ndence; Lavatzs diccus-
sed ot somo lengthfin a letter (> young

ino Being, and with a most elovated stand
ard of moral excellence ; nor among those
who deom him mistaken on this subject,
could any one be found who would more
carnestly deprccato that a  theclagicnl
spaculation should occupy the thoughts to
tie neglect of practical, personnl piety,”
Vol. i. pp. iv. v.

The principal article. on 1his subject,.is
a lottor from Mr. Foster to » young minis-
ter of his ncquaintm)ée. It islong, but the
following extracts will exhibit its reasoning
and spirit ¢

¢ But, after all this, we have to meat the
grave questivn, T¥hatsay the, Scriprures?
There i3 @ force in their capression at
which we well may tremble. On no al-
lowable interpretation do they signify less
than o very protracieft duration and for-
midable severidy.  But & hope it is not pre-
sumptuous ta take advailtage of the fact,
that the'tgems eyverlasting, cterna), for ever
original or translated, are often cmployed
in the, Bible, as wedl as othier writings,
under great and various limitations of in-
port ; aud are thus withdrawn from the
predicement of neccssarily and absoluiely
meaning a strictly endless duration.  'The
limitation is often, indeed, plainly marked
by the nature of the subject. In other in-
stancos the words are used with a figura-
tive indefiniteness, which leaves the limi-
tation to be made by some general ruje of
verson avlt proportion.  They are design-

define, My resource in the present case,
then, is simply this—that since the terms
do not ncceséarily and absolutely signify
an interminable duration,~—and since thero
isin the present instance to be pleaded,
for edmitting a limited interpretation, a

stupenduous, of inhinite urgencey, involving
our conceptinns of the divine goodness and
equity, and leaving those conceptions over-
wheimed in darkness apd horror if it be
rejecied, lthereiore conclude that a limit-
ed intezpretation is authorised.  Perhaps
there is same pertience & suggestion
Which I reeallzetto have seen in~ome old
and nearl” unknowvn Lok
Pyersad rostitution s —thac the great differ-,
‘ ence of degre-s of future punishment, so

paimy st edin beriptare ailords an argn-
i mept mgainct m purpetucty ; since, it the
! demerit be infine there can be no place
' for 2 scuie of degrees, apportioning a minor
linflietion 1o semne oflenders 3 cvery one
" should be [unis' ¢d up to thé utmost that

his natere can suxtawn ; and the same reas-

on of equity Uwwe may be for a limited

measure, there way consistently be for a
* I'mited duration. 'I'a2 assignment of an un-

cd to mngnify, to aggravate, rather than to

reason in the moral cstimate of things, of |

n fuor of unis g

minister, written in 1841 (vol. §i }. 262, limited guration vwoald seem an abandon-
Without offering an op'nion on ¢ the rorid ‘ weut of t.c pranciple of the diseriminating
argument,’ which 1o a mind of co bigh an : T3 ol-served in the adjustment of degrees,
arder carried irresistible force. or inquiring ) 173t be asked, how could the docirine
what exceptions may be taken 1o those ! have beza e pleinly and positively as-
views of mankind and the present Yo fo . sorted than it 1sin the Scripture language?
whichit may cppear .that that argument }1 answer, Ik, how do e construct our
awes much of its cogency—and while | words and septences to express it in an
thoso wio differ from, and not a few, proo- }ahsoiute manner, so as {o leave no possibili-
ably, who would assent to his views, may |ty of understanding the lenguage in a difs
rogret that the statements of Scripture are | ferent, equivozal, or questionable sense ?
not more fully discussed—it may kLe per- ‘And may we not think that ifso trapscend-
mitted, an justice to his memory, to remark | ently a doctrine has bepn meant to bLe
thatin Mr. Foster’s mind, as is evident | stamped as in burning characters on our
tomporary destruction might Lo used, but | faith, there would have been such forms of
rom his other writings, s belief was as- | propositions, of circumlocution if neces-
sociated with the holiest views of tye Div- | sary, &3 would have rendered all doubt or

Icondemn the world, but that the world
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question a mere paipable ahsurdity ¥ Vol.
ii. pp. 267, 2085, .

But this is not all=not ouly was the
eminently pious and truly evangelical +ir.
Foster a bel ever in Universalism, ba le
has informed the would that a number of
clergymen of his acquaintance were alo
Universalists. This is sad news fur onr
opposers. Well:may they ask in astoniche
ment, ¢ Whatis the world coming tot”"—
and as wolland truly may we repiy, “Com-
ing to light, to bo suro !"*

“ Acnumber (not large, but of grent ui-
ety and intolligonce} {of ministers w thin
iy acqueintancs seseral now dead, have
heon disbeliovers of the ductrine in ques-
tion ; atthe smme time not feeling them-
solves imperatively calied upon to male a
public disavowal ; contenst with cmploy-
ing in their ministrations strong general
terms in tienouncing tho doom of impen.
itent sinners.  For ono thing, a consider-
ution of -the unreasonable imvpuiations anl

any publicly declared partial defection
from rigid-orthodoxy, has made of® think
they should bettar consult their wsefduss
by not givingh promineance to thig dissen-
tient point ; while yet they make no con
cealment of it in private communications,
and in answer to arious inquiries.” Vol.
ii. p. 270. '

THE SPIRIT, NOT 'THE LETTLR.

* The letter killteh, bub the spirit giveth
life,” is the language of the apostle Paul
in contrasting tho law with the gospel, and
the caying furnishes us with an infullible
rule by which tojudge of every dispensa-
tion, institution and doctrine in the warld.
' Let us apply it ina few instances,

< The life is more than the meat, and the
ibody than the rafmgnt,’? wes the language
yof a greater than Paul—and he applied it
to encourage conletitedness under the al-.
 lotments of diving providence, and trust in
Ged. Tt is equallyj applicable 1o every
means, and to every end, tho end is always
superior to the.means—the hody, to.the
raitent —thio, life, 3o the meat—1the soul, to
its ficsy tabernecle—the whole, to a part—
and the cternal, to the temporal., Yeare
of more value than many sporrows,” is
but another form of its greaf prineipie, cal-
culated 1o assure us, that if God provides
for the wants of the inferior creation, he
will more surely provide for, man~and if
for that body, how much more far tha soul.
And this assurance receives further confir-
mation in the declaration, that if God. pro-
vides so well for the lilly of the valley,
shich to day is, and to-morsow is cut down
and burned, how much more will he-pro-
vide for the highor and truer glory of his
moral blossoms who endure to all eternity.
Still, still we have the clevation of end
above means—of greator thove lesser—
of spiritual over material. .

Of the same character is the declaration
of the Savior, that he came * not to des-
troy men’s lives, but to-save the;n;” and
that the Father had sent his Son, “not to

through him.raight be saved.” And-with
these clear declarations of the great prin.
ciple, agrees that more ancientsaying, that
God has no pleasure in the death of the
sinner, but that he:tura from lis evil way
mkt’!,livc. In order, then, tosave life, cven

unmeasured suspicions aut to bo cast oa

.spiritual” death in hell?

'| in the light of common sense_and Serip- ..

noyer the revesse: for the end muwt of
ways be suporior to the means, and ¢ -
must alwnys be regarded movs than o1y
8o condemnation, whea opposed to o))
tining the eud, (salvation,) must be dn
regarded — not inflicted—for. us hfe
greater than destruction, even so must 8a.
vation be obtained, rather than condomnsd
tion. * Butsf condemnation (or damnntion;
can be nfade to work for Lo d—fur salvy
tion——then the means may Le used to o
care the onde Thus itis that Gad has n.fs
!p!easnre in the mmnee's death, but [1. v

vt gau et At

o Sy s

- -

(death ] turn from his ovii way and live.—F
: Tho'mic vus are dlvays reg~rded vs.inferios

to the end-~tho death and esndemination,
to the lifs and salvation of man

i tiana to cottend for endies= sin and endlesy

{ ?
* government ¢

Cwill cver cloose or permit moral death,
; destraction and coademnation to provail

L finaliy and endleslv over life aud salva- 3

! tion—ti1t bo will select sinin preforence

. to heliness, end noisery in preference to )
lisppiness, for any of his moral offspring §=

The same rule of givieg preforence to B
spiritaver the letter—to good over evil— |
| ta ond over means - is applicable to-every ¥
P command God has given, aid to overy in- ¥
Instead of |
judging God’s rharactor and design by the a

stitution Cod has ordained.
letter of the command or the nstitution,

ovdinance, by the character of God. Lot
this be done, and a Pharisuic sabbath, -and
capital punishment in Genesisix : 6, will
vanish forever.  'What was made for man’s
Dbenefit, cen notbg meant for his injury—
what was ordained to render sacred human
life, wes nevereent to take itaway.
4. . G

29 Agin Adam all div. svenso in Christ shall
all bo made alivo.”” ) Cor. vx, 22,

That universelity is oxpressed in tlio
first member of tho sepience—all die in
Adam—is generally acknowlecged. And
that the seme universality is eapressed in
the latter member—in Christ shall all be
mado alivg—few, if any deny, and the
phrasz % cven so” abundantly proves.—
The only doubt, then, that can anse in
any mind whether the toxt teaches unives-
sal blessedness in Christ, mpust be besed on
the m.aning conveyved by the phrase
—¢ made alivein €hrist.  What dods.this
language mean?  What isit tobe ¢ made
alive in Christ. Reader, do not, I beseech
you, let sectarin prejudice answer this

find, if you can, at least one instance
where being made alive in Christ means
merely common, animal life—being mere-
ly endawed with sonsibility and couscious-
ness—before you adopt the Partialist view.
If you can not fifid one such instance, .
then must you, if you would believe what ,
God has revealed—you must believe that it
means spiritual Jife—spiritual biessedness
and glory in Christ.  “For if any man bo
in Chiist he is a now creatyge’” born again
—regenerated by the power of Him who
is * the resurrection and ke life.”” And
soit docs.mean. as the remainder of the
chapter shows ; — for what was'sown in
corruplion, weaxNess and DISHONOR,
is to be raised in Incorruption,, in powar .
and in GLORY. Is it being raised in
glory, to be raised to endlass sutlerings and
sinfulness ¢ ,Can any one be alive in
Cirist, and yet bo endlessly enduring
; Do, my dear
Partialist brethren—~do look at this subject

ture, aua behold the absurdity, not to say
the impicty of the * Orthodox™ interprs-

i
leave out] that the sipner may [by thn:-'_%
i
[]
1
i

Hawij
foolish~=how un-spirizaol, shen, for Chris- i

* swltering =3 a result or eagd in God’s moral 8
How contray to every 5
principle of grodness to supposa that God §

we nust infer the meaning of the 13w for

important question ; but go to the Bible— "}




" why should he go unpunished ?

T1ik GOSPEL MESSENG

mivandestiduminb
tatious of thns passage, which make a being
%in Cheist” aud in your horrible holl at
the same muinent —wlach nopresput the
blessed Savior aud hell-fire a5 ono and the
same thing 7——as synonyious, or ot Jeast
o eoasislent torins ! { ! v ABL

. e e e e
POPULAR OBILCTIONS AN a‘vi':p.
.
CUNTINUED FRUM LART SUMRER.

IV, It is objected also that our'systers ren.
ders unavarling the actof repeatance. 1t
does not, It only declaves that repentance
willnotubsolve from the punishment of sins
committed. Butif repontasico cannot savaus
from tho yust punishawent of wur sing,it may
bo usked, of what avail isit? In anawer,
to this question,” lot it bo observed how
strangely purverted ihon's judgment aro
“ipon tis subjpety Ly a blind” adherence to
a favourito creed.  Rlepentanco hius so long
been represented ns an exerciso of the
mind which will'freo us from the punish-
ment of sins comuitied, which vthorwise
woull have bien sutlicicd, that it 1s deemed
of no use at allif' it cannot have this ofs

*lect. What o blindness to all phin con- |

scquences is this! By your permussion, I
will fllustrate this subjecs 4y anapt, though
homely comparison. ~ Amanin tzade, then
makes a bad bargain. He repents of it,
Now of what usc is his repentanco 7 Does
it help him out of fus present difficulty 1
Does it enable lnm to escapo from tho loss
ho has sustained 7 No,—He hes got to
suffer the evil of his owr imprudence, and
there is no help for him. ~ OFf what use,
then, is repentonce?  Whyrit will learn
him to look out botter néxt thie, ‘Thatis
the use of it.  Just so, wo apprehend, ‘are
the good eonsequences of gospol repent-
ance. It never will atone for whatis past.
If an individual sins, ho has got to suffer
for it the‘whole penalty of tho law. There
isno remedy for'him. You, then, Whb
hold to endless punishment, bewaro |  He
mnay repent in dust and ashes, but this will
never satisfy.justice for tho sins he had
“committed. .Why should it? He tom-
mitted the sin ‘against a full knowledge
of the wrong. Ie knew the law; he
knew he should violate -it if he thus con.
ducted ; still, he hesitates net ; he goés de-
liberately at work, and dares an open
transgression.  Under these circumstu{r‘x,chcs
should his repentance afterwards clear ]\igx
from & wilful violation of a known law of
God? You may talk about sorrow, and
contrition, but th's is nothing to the pur-
pose. He hadneither sorrow nor contri-
ton when he ventured to yebel. With
daringimpicty, with a full knouwledge of
the law and its requirements, he goes about
despite of ell, and' hardily Nifis his hands
against the almighty Ruler, in defiance of
bim! Now, afterward, lot him sorrow antl
repent; but this cannot atons for high-
handed crime against "full Jiglit and know-
ledge. And we may depend upon it, that
God, “who will by no means cleat the
(&uilty,” witl never let us off upon such
“easy terms s popular repentance. This
sweeping expression “no means,”" in.
cludes, or rather-exclides, repentanée *affd
every thing else. |~ | R
Let itnot bo said fhat Christ has botne
the infinite penalty for uvs ; and that, there.
fore Godcan now free us by repentance
and feith.  For, notwithstanding this, .tho
penalty, we are told, must be inflicted upon
us, but repentance will clear us!  The ur-
gument, then, holds good against the
whole systern of popular penalty, refitnts
ance, and forgivenesy, T
Sut, what theb, is the uss o renenting *
Isitofnouso? Most asguredly it fs. "It

- s just as useful and necessary as the e
© pentance of that'mdn who made a bud bar-

fin. It wijl learn g better for the future.
This i3 the truc. use of repentance, [t
hever can atons for what is past, but it
will provent fitare transgrossion, *and
consequent punishment for:those futwie
sins ; for, if we.no -more tranagress, 48
shall, of course, no more be unisheqd.~—
The punishment of ain is called the wages
of it,  “The wages ofsin is denth.” The
“erm wages comes from a word which sig-

nified the daily pay of n Roman soldier.

Death, then, (not efernal death, which’
phrase is not In thie Biblc,? is tha pay, 6

wagesof sin, 1t is hardly earned in the

labour ‘of iniquity. Now the great Law-

givor nover had the character of refusi g

to pay labourors thefi wages, « No:o =
“Vengeanco ismine ; I will repay, saith

the Lord”  We muy ropent, and this will

save us from future transgre~sion and con-

sequent pun shment ; but surely by the act
of our repentance, God will not prove o
absolutely unjust as to witkold the hard

carned wages of Lis subject.  Wo migly
wish to be eMcused from receiving such
Fny, but wo should never haveengnged to
abour for it The gront Lawgiver must
fulfil his part, and render dnto every oné
his due.  Universalists, then, do ndt dony
the " riccessily uf ropentance : thoy only
dony oha of ite supposed, but erroncors
and thjust consequences.

V. ,urthermore said, tar-we deny
e necissity of the uew birth, .o do
mt Wétan'y deny that our sternal dos.
tiny herealer s tu depond upon oufchai-
aclers here. A more monstrous idea coul |
not be coneeived, upon the subject of i
salvation, ® Vo Lelivve i Ged,  who haty
satod us, nod calicd us wath a holy calling,
nidt according ty cur works, but secording
to hisoun purpe-e and grace, which was
‘given ud in Christ Jesus, Leforo tho worll
‘began.” 4 Execpt o man Lo born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God” And
none shall say ¢ Lo here! or 1o thare! for®
behold, the kingdom of God is within you.””
T is ¢ not meat and drink ; but righteous

ness ena peace and Joy 1n the r1o1y NSt

-

INFINITUDE,

Our opposors readily admit in words, that
Ged is absolutely infinite in cach one of u's
altributes ; but they as readily deny the
absolute infinity of every one of his attri.
butes when they come 10 speal: of the re.
sultsof Ius moral govornment. Do you
ask for proof? Itlies in these facts, Thoy
do not suppose that God has dealt in jus-
tice with thoce whom ho has saved—nor
in mercy with thoso he has damncd. He
is infinitely mcretful to His shints, infinite-
ly justto sinnersin kell. | Ho swoas good to
allin His temporal . providences, and His
provisions of \graco for all, whilo 2}l were
dwellers in mortality —but weas relates only
tothe past; how # He in the “ cternal
now P 1g lie sb.blutely and infinitely
govd unto all throughoat all ‘cternity ¥ 1s
thero ¥ne being who is cxcluded-from holi-
nessand happiness ; and if so, is God in-
finitely and endlessly merciful to that most
cursed and wreiched offspring of Ilis own
spirit? If he Is -good atd mercifil to
that beirig, then shutting up a being in
endless sinfulness is o holy nzt, and in-
flicting.cndless tortures in mercy and be-
neyolence!!! «Wo unto them that call
evil Food, and geod evil ; that put dark.
ness for light, and light for darkness : that
})ut bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter,

less siober 20d sufferer, and God is not
good &ud merciful in continulog Aim in
such sio and miscry, then God's goodacss

not the pdpular érced * limit the Holy Oae
of Isracl” in Ilis inflniie and cadicss at-
tributes and perfections 7 Yes ! and this,
aloae, forever disproves Partialism—it can
not be true.

UNIVERSALISM

. A doctiine belisved by all who are aot
insane, ifwe may judge by the belief of
of each ona concosning 4is own destiny 3
for as cach one believes that himself at
least will bo saved, the aggrogate belicf of
all sane persons must be universal salva.
tion! Isit not strange, therefore, that
whatis belioved by -ult mankiud iu tho ag.

when belioved by the individua! ¢

_ The moro honesty 2 man has, the less
he affacts the;air of a saint; the affectstion

of sanctity is a blotch on tho faco of piety.

E_R, ORU

sa. v:20. Butif there'ds suchdn cdd-|}

Jway oxtend to all butthat onc Seing. Docs) §

gregate, should be deemed so heretical| D

Wo have been informed tjio Rev. D.
Oliphant has appoared with an article in
his March papor, asking his hearers to ba-
liove he came off'victorious in tho late dis.
cussion! Will friend Oliphant sond us
his paper, so that we may pay our'respects
toit? We hope he wiil uot waylay us
intho dark! He surely cannot be afraid
or ashamed to havo us seo it. We shall
sco, )

- SECULAR.,

ALAIVAL OF THE MAIL STEAMER “CANADAY

{ Fourteen days later Jrom Europe.)

New-York, March 24~2P.M.

The Cdndda arrived at Uahifux at mine o'clock
on Thusedey.  Her news is to {he 10th, .

L, MARRETS. .

Dreadstnfly ofall descriptiousaro ruled in favor
of the buyer. Supp]“v; of Fiour very large, whila
Wheat 1s quoted at Gs 10d0a7s 24 Northern
yollow Corn 20 64, unzed 284 a 285 64,

Meal F¥s. A fair trade 19 going forwaed inJ
American cured provitions, :

A smsll increase of bullion'tn the last bank ae.
count which iudicates @ chango in ths money
market, London inoney warket continues eusy.
Gonsnls for monay, 32, for account closing at &Ji
Americah stocks fully mantam their prices.

From the mandfuctuning districts the xceonnts
favourable.

GREAT BATTLE IN INDIA,

A greatbattle occured on the left bank of tha
nver Chisnab, botween the Queen.a army of the
Putjaub, ander Lord Gougl and the Sikh forces
under Rajah Singh. “l'lie straggle,.in whicl the
British Lavo 1o deplore the Joss of atluast 93
oftlcers, and 2,500 mew, in killed and w'o:u:ded.

N IVERSALIST ADVOCATE.
[HE LATE DISCUSSION,

S1

bluod, and it ts the universal epinion, that two

more such victories winld be & virtual raiss. No
attsmpt was made by|the English press to die
Buiso the fact that the nowsa from India was of the
most disastrous character, Lord Gou h has bewn
rompily piparceded in command, by Sir Charlex
apior: who was o have proceeded tothe sceue
of hiostilitiés ou the 20th inet.

AUSTRIA,
The A war in Hung
with variable sucese in the south o
‘The G lati findi

has'p Jod
l'l|-‘ln hpaty.
0 et

i g the &
carrylng the destruction in every quartef, called
ou ths Russizne who now occugy onstadt, and
Her Several seri attles have takeis
lace, one of themin the ne‘ghbonthood of Erian,
asting two days, with tonsiderable slangliter, n
which the Imperialists scom 1o have the advan-
tage,
eports have besn timulﬁd that in one ofthe
engagements Ben had both lnsl shot off. bug
;lin last roport i that ho had left ‘Transylvania for
ungsry.

As the troopsamonntto 140,000 men, in many
divinons, 1t is difficult to ascertain the aclual pre-
gressof the war, the termation of which, seems
to be very remote,

s ITALY, )
While Austria 1s nushing on'the ware n
Huguy.sho is not unmindfiel of [iglin affairs.
Sha hastmarched abody, of froops into Fenura,
and seized npon that city, and levied & fine upon
the citizens 0f200,000 Scudi, which she bunds
over to tho Pope. R
Lhe _ravolation in Tuscany iscomplete, anda
Republie has beanr proclaimed in Leghorn and
Florance, a covtral ltalian Republie has Leen
*

formed in union with the Romaue,

m

{7 To our’SusscriBERs.—Those tohs
have notyaid the amount of their Sulb-
scruptaon for the Messenors, 12ill confer
a very great favor on the Publisher by do.
ing sp without delay.—We are much in

| need of it "

four gnns captuced. aind 4 or 5 regi
taken by the ctsmy,
FRANCE
The prospects of wanguility are more favoiir.

ablo than they fLave been tlnring the past year, [

W

‘The A
toral fawy.

bly ure o g the elece
. ENGLAND,

1o’ Parliament on the 26th ult., Cobden bronght
forward his long heralded reform budget,  ta ob.
juect wasto eut down expunses ten inillibus per
anpum,  Thy question wua disglosed of the same
evening 3 Mr Cobden's cmcadinent bemyg rejue=
ted by 8 majorny of 107,

1n foreign sfurs Lord Pzlmerston has been
supported by gh'arlizmunt in the cunzsy he
fourd biniselfl compelled to tulie, uspecially in
tho Siehtan diputes  Av impoctant ducnmient
has been Taid on the 12blo of e Honse, snuwing
the dispotiiton of the various Guverunienty of
Enrupe to reciprocato stnifar advantiges to ijose
wa atippinse to concede tv thens, by the sbrogelion
of the Navigetnn Laws,

A dreadful wrck of an enngrantziup has taken
place o thecourt af Harwich, The bark Forms
uf502 tons, from Aniwerp, for New Yori, the
property of Messrs, Edward Huilbut & Co,
chartergd by a Germau, company to convey oimie
Franty, was lost ou the £Sth. and the whe!s of the
crew except threo wica, wgedict wii 123 nasseus

<+

gers, ware drowned.

PURTIER PARTICULARS,
New Yorg, March24—7 P.3.

The Ceuala left Halifax on ‘Ihiirsdoy, at 12
o'cleck,” aud wiil arrive at her wariun Handay,
80 has ninsty-uine passsngers.

‘L'lhie troubled accounts frowo the sert nf vearin
lndia, united with the deaided tore of defianco
fately assumed by Rusaa, und the atuinds teken
by the Czarywho was evidently propared o ase
simo warlika operations in Italy, Aastria, &e.,

PREACHING APPOINTMENTS.

¥
Loxnox, April 8, at 11 o'clock, A, a0, %
and 3, ».x. The snbscnibers to the  Gospel Mes-
senger, will eall for their papers «t the store of D.
O. Slasrhy . *

A )
Westsunster, April 10, 7 o’clock, r.
sty iu tho Brick Schoolbouss, &

‘Tows-Line, April 12,7 ». P .

‘TeseerancrvitLe, April 15,21 ae,

e : -
Loura, April 22, 104, », .

. o
Swrraviner, April22, 8 . 3.,

BraxsviLre, April 2‘.!-,‘7'9..3(.

jlmmsvxm.x,’(agaih) Apri) 24, 7. M.—
Subject—Roview of Rev.’Mr Porterfisld's ses-
won ugainst Universalism, *

Sr. Jonx's, April 23,7 o'clock, r. m.—
Wil our ffiends inSt. John's make tho necessary
arrangenients, givo notice, &e.

Gard, Apri] 29, 11 o’clock, . ., shd
4r.:. Bro. Goodall and our friends in that
ragion will make the necessary arrapgehients,
give notice, &e. .

Beruy, April 3, % olelock P at.—
The frouds will give uoltice,  &e. Subject an
Luke 16.

Loxooa, May 6, 11 o'clock, &. st and
r.ou . B

ias caused an uncazy fevling ot the
{thasbegn sensibly fait ws England, sud has opera.
ted injarionsly upon the bustness of the cauatry,
‘Trade, notwithstanding, conumnues steady, and
ptices for mest articlesof produce ure very satis-
actory. )

JNDLA.

The Bombay Telégrdrh sars, another of thinsy
murderous  Lawles, winch bave rendered our
hustilities withihe Sikhs s0 conspicuous, has oc.
curredon the left bank ufthe fiver Jelam, as nezr
as pussible 0 tho Tdentical spot wliich, two thun
wand years agd, formed ko battle ficld of Alex-
ander aud Paras  That sceuo, rich v claysic
associations, Mis*been ‘the arena of a fieres gud
! 1 struggle L the anmies of thé
Papjaob and the Sikh forces, under Rajab Shere
Singh. A striggle nccured, in whicls the Britsh
have (o doplore the low ofat least ninety theae
uofficers and two thonsand five hundered meh §n
killed and woumded ; four guns caplured, shd 3
or 5 regitental colours taken by the onmny.
The struggle teronnuied 1n victury, which s
dingrioed Ly the flight of the Lungal Cavalry’
Regiment, and the retreat, yoarcoly &t yet vatis.
factunly explained, of wwo Hritsl Tevops of
ragoons. A ifugyle, fiiaily, which leit- the
contending panies wo weak 41id shaitered, that it
was-doublful which hus sugtafyed the greatest
iujory from the conficy, and which Yielded ¥o
few uf the Ledges of trumph for the victors, that
their opponents tonk a new godition aud fired A
salute us houor of e termination. ‘Though

masters of the fisll, theirlaurcly are drenched W itk

DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS.
ny of thy foilowing Univorsalist Beoks way
4. be liud by applyingto suy midister of tho
denvunnztich 1o the’Proviace.

»
Paige's Comamentary,
Baltour's U (nqmr;),'
Roger's Meworanda,
Roger's Prode Con, .
Uniyersahitt Book of Reference,
Cangns ?l"lnﬂlelny Romoved, 2
Strecter's Uy,
Ancien: Hustuzy of Upilyersaliom,
Crawn's Keview of the Lufs and Writings o

M, B, Smity,
Whittemota’s Notesont the Parables,
Ballon's * do b« 4
ThoBible a Univarialis Book,
8.1"0!1’:"!'!«!ii0 6a Atouement”
rilloxy ns it T,
Balion m!‘%nelribuﬁonl
The Batanoe) ™
The CroWi & Thorns, by E. 1. Chupin,
Ely and Thonas® Discussion,
g‘hj{:d:w:'- Exposition of Universalism,
awyeMs Reéview of Hotfild,

)

2wCaoocoe®™
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. EndlessPunisbimnt,

Williwson's Arguiment for Christianit, .
Aiversalisi’s Guide.

Wore of Sheron for 1859,

Univemalist Companion, with an Almanac

s
conaane

—
©

and Register, co ing theSutistics .,
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THOUGHTPULNESS AND MEDITATION, trutha ofthe universe, and won the secretsnf the

BY REV, X. H. CHAPIN,

stars, Itis man’a high presogative to thinkesta
cxamine, compace and reason— o 1irace ont

‘l:d ll”I'lC went out o the fie'd at evanstide,—Gen, glonions conclusiong—to unlock, with pauent
1ziv,

the|

q

tight, the myatories of life 10d tature—to give

And who will pass throngh the wie of
this world, without meditaion ! The same onse
verse that was atonnd $saac, 1s around ue
troad the same earth—tlis same heavens sparkle

o

to @il hosees, and to rench through

ﬁ:gmemury and superficial Innts, profound and
ulituate wath.  And so minst wo do, not werely

ntetlectunl but as woral, aud spintual beurgs,

abavo us. And when thie rush of even tids ahiurs | 39 those who value, or ourhtto value one rehg).

down upon the noisy worlid, and cares, and
Passions, and labors all grow sull, ofien must

there be excited, thonghty the samo as those | We

which sprang np iv Ins ming tiree thousand years { 11 we won

aus nfercsts ns supreme  If wo would break
from ain, wo must meditate, often meditate, 1y

n

e e T YA At s
aeason of meditation-—an opportunity aud wistru. | Princa of Deser, from Words ere abont to procesd
ment of divinelife. |, to blows, an other words, that iiie have becomme en
Meditation! Lat ue practice it, Letusaoften | much confirmed 1o the world that thoy 1 tha first
examine onr own heartg—mour daily Wfo—cur re. | place indulge in bilter ppithetedug tim eatling of
latonsto Gad and duty. let us teiire from the | of hatd wames, and then, afier thamaaner of¢ the
mughng cares of the world, the sensualittes that | warld's pyople” call i the lawgers'ta ettty the
ongirtusand draw us so mightly, and itk of dificutty.” “Venly, il the world Is 10 to be
those realities that periain to us, aud to which we evangelized unul that work s seomplished
pertain as speritunt boings, Aud we shall go | through the ngoncy of Methudisuy, we agprehend
forth from tho-e hcurs of communion, streugihs | that 1t will be « ong tune belore thoterzn of
ened and blest ! “heace on earth and zood will to wan shall be
fully estigblished.” Wao wwouly o9t earnastly

wauld rnw e govduess, we mngst
2 livo a true life and securo tr own

ago. He must be ereless, indeed, wito nevyr | Highest welitire, wo wust moditate,

moditates—who never call 1 fus thoughts from
their wanderings and theie daily uccupstion, and
turns them snto the el lor

tats

higiouelife, These *“husts of communion” {at i

the air and light of heaven upon the soul  ‘hie | 3pkeres and go abroa

eauss uf'mn, of the lack of religtous hfe and wmier. | e
o1t may it not ba fomd 11 the thunghtless habite :‘,’“
ofthe many 7 S, geueraily epeaking, 19 not | dev

And teuly tnore are subjects enough for med;.

o I we walk out 1 the Gefds ut sven-ide,

0 as lsanc did ey throug upon ue  As the carth

i - | becomes veiled in shiaduw, end 11 abects mingle,
Aud {if-“h" o Sy apring of sincers re our eyas and onr thouﬁhls are aitracted to other

into the lmintless figna-
Nt Cowpared with thew, how inagdicant
ns this hfe of ours! flow munuto 19 our ¢ an
dual difference,’™ 1 a umverse whera surh

premaditated ; or, ratlier, 1t 1sanes from’ fack of | Mupendous woilds seetn like atoms ofhight! How

meditation, Take one wicked practice, for i
#tance—ptofang awearing. Leat a man st down

aud raflect setiously upon the evil of this habut, | thie canih,

wh

Let him consider its absurdity, and ingrautude,
the irreverence that 3t displaya. the shght 1t puts
upon Gad, its utter vilsness as well as seclesy. s
nesslet iim frequently meditate thus uponit, :
aud he would not swear g0 freely, nay, we r"
vontute td eay he would leave it off, Every cath | ©
¢ should speak would be a rebuke, and many a
blasphotny would be arrested ere its utterarce
Jo with any habitugl sin. Let itat once decom

O OME pursuits and our cares shrink wuder the
iminensity of' thoye suns and® systems ! And as

g comparatively, is but a dim speck,
atis tho worlh of sil'our toil that begins aud

cudswah it And how short s the hifs tislissies
from stabosom, aud sinks iwto 1t azmn, ere someo

those worlds completo thew annhunl cremt !
d yat, something wittnn us epehks that wo are

tiare worth than all thoso v-orldsetliag wo
ahall oatlast thein.- that we ehall tive bngher and
slpne brighter than they. Aud wa ore Jed up to
gr’cnuhuughu of God'and tintortal'y, and we

the subject af serious and candid thought' et if | f5e that * it 1s not the wark we do, bu' the spirit

bo ravelved 1u tha mind 1 the lightof reasan, | We

conscience,and the word of Gud—and s power

sro fow who would delibarately continue 0 ut, or
adopt it from avowed chioice, We do not canmder | WO
8im 1 it true light—we do not reason upen it—
we do not brung W under prayerful inspection—
we thoughtlessty ayuld 10 its umpulses—we nlunge
recklessly forward without halting to consuder our
eourse, without reviswing our life—and 1t cleaves
tous in our eager and restless Journey, as the
dustand the mire.

This la~k of meditation, is, ntareover, the cause
of the lack of religious his and wteress  Wo do
not lack interest m other matters. Wo are bus
ly angaged ius our pleasures aud i our dauly suters
prises. But religious hife and dovotion 13 ais ex-
tensive’ want among s We fear that they ara
comparatively few who act from the Iughest {
M0lives of religion—wlio make jts ends the chinf "’V
onds of lifo—whose freat €aro 1s for spintual ady | Y0
vanceuwsent, growih, fove, holmess_. virtne  Aud

me
fu

the

sork 1, that invkes us greator smull,  And

shali we not descend from thie meditation with

ey | $Creuer apirits—shall wo not e atronger for 1o
would be weakensd and broken At loast, they nex day’s temptations and eares 1 ol i

hall wa noy
K mora wisely through ailits ionrse ?

Tut the oven tide vpuns 1o us another theme for

Mation. Itasthe closo of the tulspme, care.
doy  'Through itsbury hiours we have thought

ar i acled. Ve have been tned. And an ull
U se scanes of action aud of irisl have wao done
nodnng wrong?! Havelve kept our spirite pura
turongh each conflict? Does the ay‘s close
P augtousnuo accaunt of the day's condduct that
[ ds us with shame and fegret? Does its mlence
§ {MHOD Up no memories of wroug word, thought
trdeod ? “Has passion had no doinnation m our
= ule—has s tiot entered hore ? Or, has 1t on

other hand, been 4 day of tmpravement to s ?

Ave we of same tamp Tul.
ratiste J—sotno sin cotuiered—~some good dred

e ! Blessedly will thin shade of evenin g stes)

apon us then, nid® wo shall fny 1 uown to sleep

thav if waslept on lanels At al events,

2 reason is that we do not ler tho i
valae of thess things  We do 110 make the
present and xzai 1o ourselves. They seon: to us
mysterious and abstract. We need, then ovident.
l;. mere thoughifuluess as 1o these wunatters

urely, if they are true. if they are vesl, there 1s
nofhing of so smuch imnportance  Our gawns sud | M4
ploasiires are but hittle, compared toqur giopth
0 antnnsic goodness, iu cohid virtue, 'f huselve
shalllay asido in z hittle while, but these are pos.
soasionsthat wo shall carry with us forgver. God,
heaven, eternal life, thess are great teuths—=but
are we fannhar with them? 1n one sensc, it .8
grobable that we are fwnnlar with thew, We

ave heard of them from Sabbath to Sabbath—~tve
have,pathaps, read of thom fram weeh to weeh or
even frun day today  Bat lave we ever brought
our minds tobear seniomaly apon them 7 Have
wo oyer cunsidered the: as toiaties? Dn e
think of them habuua'ly 2 Mase tiny sonk wito
our souls and t lamahiat & vl practical sdess
with us—truths ofour ows experience ! {luw
many depart, after hearing a sermon, 1o revolve
10 their minds it teachings, to think and act uon
110 personal applications?  How many fesl that
the commanits of the Lsible were vddressed 1o them
—that all hetaughtand Gid was for them, and
that by overy mutive of love thoy are callad tpon
to imitate him, to serve Gog and do their duiy 7
Wo do not ask who knpws thess facts, bat wio
fesls them. utensely, habitualiy, P lly. \Ye ,i:""'
Answer—only those who meJdiate apon themn - | 19
who devote some portion of bife 10 thoughts upon
their lughest nterests oo most ucpestznt obliga.
Uous, N

Mediiation, then, is the most unportant exer
cuse of the mind. It u culeulatea to check onr
aine and to fill s with 3 sense of i realsty ofire.
higion  Indeed,it 18 necessary i all d e partmeniy
ol life. “I'he mun ofbusiesa devotcs 1 porsion
of lus uime to meditaton  He consideny lus means
—he selects tuis object—he exammes, Tecwm ppe
10 titne, his fosses and hus profits. Caroless, m.
deed, would that man bs deenred who shontd go
to work without thought and sithont thooght

The

the
luo!

e,

nd
tats

e

hat

are

put

ong
e

and
every honr saul 1 b a1 a birden of thought, there

affliotion affurds an opparlumty for
We shionld not sullur such 2 time to pass by with.

(3

how At a themo for medita on 18 our growth or
declitin i virtomtiow £, 3 ume 1 the st} even-
tds ' And how will its hour of meditaben
sirenzthen us tor the morrawsncon ! It hssan.
dicated oar shoft conings that  another day

Lorrect the ] and ne breathungs of peuntence

and parden aiv tuil o) pexcs for ahe future. Or
1 bae ‘openc it to us wider reaches & thought
angd deeper vistas ofmewmary It has hghted v

forgatten lapses of life, and we have beheld

anew tts strange vicisantides,  Deat forms, kand
¢, now shronded and 1 the dust have passed
before us—the sins and follies of 1ife rush m upon

holas mesgengors of wralls, but as agonts of

waring aml icpenianre, bidding us iy from
our evil ways and live. And ano.her thought
presses npon us. “The thought of deaty—of the
last even ude—that shall fold us 1t e ehpdowy
embraco, and 1 which weshall lie dovar to qug
last mieep, Perhapsaiready wa stand i the, dim.
uess ofthat evanatide, and vinet, wo kiow pot how
300, 20 ontt 1o meditate an vther fields of being !

Fonghin this course of ren 1k we have rather

seatedd the subyrete and opaottomties of medie
od, hon jneileated i aed 4 duty, yet we find

10 the conuderstion of these uppartaitice argn

s for e prarien Ve tmght specifly other

REATH AT Cdar meds wiop, All Seasons
of oppoituity are oppropriate, and we should

Foabout w.n an g habit of thonghtlulness,
s the Ciasactsiirne 0 thy traly religious

Ap1eat—y8 2 thow,_ i »f —not zloomy or austere—

vioughtlul, ennwigerato as 1o thy highest duties
lerexts of life. Yot while cvery day and

SF4501.8 prcat arly spproprate to meditation.

Seeh i the period andicsted 3n the words
sejected av the muun of onr chapter ‘The Sab.
bath tao, 1san appropnate seasnn, for then we

by our serular cares, and rest. The time of
i

;n;l reap@itully ask the pariics 10 thie corluoll,
ejure "lQV cominetice o eratiens, (0 it down
. HOWTO 03TAIN UOPE, And catefully estimate hnv‘;’ many souts unght be
Tavayou obttined a hopo 7 1 a very comnea | saved with the inendy that wal be wasted i,
question with many profiscers of raligion, and and then ak themselyes hinw ey will anawerat
whieh indicates that il hops of' the Goapel ey f the har ofyudgement, for allowing so many souls
be ohtained at almost any houe of the day with= | 1o itk ito endlesa pord therety

aut presiaus thought.,  For anrselves, we confess they catival settls ther ditficuis,es wibiit 8 law
thatwe liave nutso leatned of the Sari tures; wod auit.  Will some ono of, var Methuduat brethren
havo been navertsught by thenr that {1 eat be re | he kind enough 1o poilitus o 1he directivns con-
eaved and loat in g moment—that a tyan may got { tamed in the Serqion on the wount o1 an o\n‘y
whepe by a mysterious chango 1n one day,aud | gihee att ofthe gosvles, for aneaging an affule
loaze it thq next, ofthis fuud 1=N. Y. Christutas Messenger, )

Hope, lkn futh, it fonnded on evidence s it s '
the dearo of future good, with the reasonable pos. D . ¥
athality of ubtapng i, 2t 1v tho avidence
which the Bible furnishes for well gronnded WHAT 18 sALVATION ? ¥

thope 1 Lot the aposile Panl answer: “'Where- | Deliverance from etornal torment w2 fatares
i 1 God, willing more abnndantly to ehaw ynto #1210, 13 the anewer which partiahists give to this
the hewrs of prounse tho umuiability of s coun | question,  But we deny thun,* for the sufiicient.,
sal, confirmod i by an oath s That b# tmmuta. | reason that mon were tieter an danger of suen
thingy, in which if reas inpossible Tar God to | torment, and cotsequantly do not need to be_
he, we nu’ghl have a strong cansolation, who have | saved from 1. Christdeciared that hs came “Yo
fed for refuge to Iy hotd o ho 0 sct beforous: | seck and to save that winch aslost,”  Notte |
Which hope wa have as an anchor to the soul, | save from danger of being lost in the future
buth stire and stendfist, and which ontereth Into | state, hut to save them from the condition jn
| that within the veil” And what was the promise | which thay continually were. Without the light
| 80 firnty s0 ammutable and sure? ‘The couauecs | of the Gotpel men ags lost 14 .znorance, unbelief
tion shows: ot way the Promise mado to Absaham, { and siy. ' daliver them frowm the wrotchsdnese
that i lus seed (which seed 12 Clnat) all the na. | nvolved wsicha condiony and to bnng them
tione, famlien and kindrods of the esriy shall bs | to the knowledge, balief and practicw of the truth,
slessed ; which must of conrsg ictude tho whale | 18 salvanan, In the light of thus difinnion it is by
"werld, for o all these are bleased in tum, not s | no means difficult to understand the purpose for
| bunan hetg ean finally be unblessed, seeing thoy | which Chrut came into the world, and the neces-
nelude all of uvery name and fan nage, sty for hiscoming. Butif, ag partia stscontend,
Vo ute promise, Paul and b bretren Jed for | mon are in danger of an cterns) hell, we do not
refuze  God revealed to them # glorious truthe | know who will savethem from at,  \Ve arssure
one deelanty the final salvation of al) man from | of one thing, however, and that e that Chineg has
suand the bradage ofcorrnption, and thesr dels. naver protnised to do it, cither conditionally eor
versace 'y the “glorions liberty of the chaldren otherwise, Reader if you doubt this, take your
of Gul  'They staggeted not at the prowmwe, | Biblo and see if you can find a presage id which
alth.ugh it was great in grace and goodness, but | 1t 1 declared that Christ came to save sinners or
pv 16 “strang wn the fuith gving alory to God, | anybody else from hell,

| baing fully persuaded, that what he had promised -
hel"";‘ nblfi 13 greform." . X ‘.
rofesse ristian ! sec Liere the foundation of
‘llw hope of the apostle, and put the question to THE THREE PROPOSITIONS,

 Unna own heart, is this thy fonndation 7 of art [ The entite argument i relation to the ultimate
than tesuirg npon thine own strength ? destiny of the hutan race, bas been very briefly

| Ou what resta the hope of those, who obtain it | but fairly stated in the following form ;

hng to pophlar opinon They professto | 1. Either God can save all maen, but wilf not ;
have a hope, batitia nat firm, for it restoalmost | or 2. Kle woald save &ll men, burcannoty or 3. L
exclusively with. themselven, It changes watly | He both can and will save all mens, Inasmuch R
their feelinga aud conduct,  If they do night, they [ as the cate does notadmitof 5 fourth proposi.
have hope of future happiness, and if wrong.their | tion, different from_thcm, we are seduced tothe
hopo s gone.  So then, it 18 altogether different necesuity of ’elocyng Trom ono of these three.
from Panl 8:_he flad, not to lns own works of ex. | Reader, which will You take ns expremive of
perience fora hope, but to the 1mmutable Promiss [ yaur view on this sllinportant aubyect?
of Gods  Pewpla iow flee 1o exciling meetings, | “The first1s virtually contradiciag by the eg. ,
and anxious seats for one, sud wher; they get it, greu decliration of the Bibte that “God will.
they dan keep 1t no longer than their excited | hava all men to e saved * Tha second, by the
feeliugs confunue, Ask this.class for the evidenca | equally, exphie;t declaration that « His counse}

i of their hupe, and they will rofer you back, back shallstand, and that he will do all lus pleasure,*
to thewr prous prayers, works and sxertions, Ask | If.then, yon are abelever i the divine authe
the npostle Pan} fop his, snd e will nownt you to otity of the seriptures, you must admit that God R
the refuge of God's promise—m'wo finva fled to | has both the wijl and the ability to blesy and te
the vefuge to lay hold of the hope set (notbehind | save sll of hie rational offipring. I short you
us, but) verone ve. “U'ho fourdation oﬁ{u Iope | mustbe 8 Umiversalit,

wax forword inthe word of Gud._his unc langing,

01’:11 lhultl ;hg worl(} should Se sauc:.: bmllhe T e—
others nlluded 1o, refer you to’ somethin they, - 7 .

lisve dorie years or moul)yu before as the fefugo CONVERSION 1IN THE MINISTRY.

| of thewr hape. They hopo to be mved because The Trumpes of last weck sayp: «1ye have
! they have preformed such and such deeds and | satisfaction 1o announce, that Rev. Tobias f1, ,
acte s whélndl;:e :pmtle}m edr;u- tho*:l‘hu fesuit x;ll;l&‘ :gol’:"_l‘l}::('g:::l hlovl“ne w b:,: '::mbr_md .
') s iness an
and hus h:pe :vnr :‘ndeed'l:: ::;::;;:5 to ‘l'z.t-‘ :)%el: of allmen. This is% gentleman of '“Bh.fel::’:cv. ’
I Why 01 “because he had far anchorsge God | ability: andhe was for some time the editor of
Inmself; and when, therefore, the winds of | the Orthodox journalin New Hampshira, whick
i bt UL et | e st b ‘BUL At
:ncho‘:wu ;‘nluq u'a‘op::il.: 1 vaim for Mr. M. was formerly settled in uw.mix’ﬁntr;.?‘
Not sa with him whose hope reste within hims. | Kéttesz, Me.. The’ reading of yr, Scriptares,
selfl. Hiscondition isthe unga of the ship, whicl, ;:‘:’: ,;’t';‘,f:,?: l:::;’ g‘,‘ﬂ"g'f search aftep {}"“’o
being toesed to and fro on the billows, ayd havia e. § Present views, ple
an aﬁcbnr o board, fails (o cast it out,  As wel] | 1ho time of big becomng & Universulist, and' in.
tmght it have none at all, for so long agit rests on
the vessel it is usaless, Precisely 401t 19 with the
professed Christian g'v‘lme.- hope bas no better

deed up 1o the present time, ke 10 in excellent
standiog omong fus former brethren, asa mau of
sound seuse audsterling honesty,”

shonught on our part. We do not mean the
vy thoughts of gnef, for these will come

carey on his affites g-toow  of
snccesslfol onterptise is the xcene of many an houg
of int d hich 19 the hife and the
officacy of the afieraction And thus with ail
great deeds—~they have been preceded by silent ’s'op

nt —but consd vl the purposcs

L4 A

of afllictinn, the disciphinary natute of e, aur
own spintuil nesw ol anch diseipline. audof the
God who coutrajs all things, ‘e tme of sorrow

eculiraly g seasur, for madiauon aud prayer.
istha tiune of pecular prospeny.

aud earnest meditation. ‘The works of art thet |

&1 us with admiration — the glories of | The Hén season aud he commumon
power and inteliect, these did not itve for the | Sabbath, i the time peculiarly appropriate to this
first imen their prevent naternl shape, They | exercise, Wo have been, or'we are aboutto go

were first in the mind of'the artists, dismissed, re. to the tabls of our Lord.  And isthis a mere form

led, braaded over, shaped, fitted, uniitay length | with us~or do we live in communion with him?
from the depths of pecfound meditatis.:. she wotk [ Do we only._semember him, when we take the
was evolvod—the pyramid grew—the stitete roge | broken Lread and of the cup, or is he constanily in

1o marble beauty—the porgne spoke to l’h, hearty | oor

thoughts t Are we his disciplesindeed? Do
hisspirit?  Havo we set him before

ofmen How iong did ws

L

fore he faunched his thres amall ships! flow U &8 our great madel, and are we making it our
eegerly did he saok the evidencesofa n‘:w world, | cliref aim to be Jike Jim? And how’ far below

and hail the dnfting fragments of an unknown | bin are we inmoralsjature 1 Are we pained a

shore~ere he braved'the sneers of men, the dan. | the
gors of the ccean, and the fear and discontent of | for
his companions'  Medilalion! ft alone bas | pre

than hich may be removed

bya dillfeum:unr?)o ofconducldtlun the on;l:;t
out with ;—when the storms and tenipests o ife
arite aud the dark billaws of afliction rue o .3".’;::.":,:‘,:;;"."": :‘;{’:.";;‘l'}";"’"?““d“l
before hitn, ten to.0ne if he is not shipwrecked, and harmony, where peacs an :,d""‘,:'i‘;" el viid
and lost npon the breakers of time there jsno fuw but the law of kindaess, and no four

Vould you theq have the hope of the Gospel, | but the fear 10 do wrong, is surely & representaties .
| the hope which wali grove the sure aud steadfast | on earth ¥ heareo above, . *
in_time of danger, flep to the promises, of Al

wighty love—lsy *hold of that immutable word, { Ty E‘GMMFGE- .
L I

A family where the great Father of the universe ie

d

Which makee the redemption of the wotld as | "

fureas the existence ofthe Being from whom thay OF, UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE,

word came. . . !, Publishey SWonthly, at
————— "LONDON;. C. W, '

R P L
QUARREL AMONG 'rhE METHODISTS.  § o e One Dollar & year—payable in adsans,
We learn from the last *Advocats and Joure
o), that ibe Commiseioters of the ML E, Chuseh | 3.3 LAVELL, XDITOR. & PROPRIZTOR.
Sonth, heve announced their resolut'on to cou. ———
mence ® p ion, wugaivet the North All Communications concerning the pager,
Branch of that Chureh. ir order to obtsin an must be directed to J, R. Laverr, E ilonlao:u, :
itable share of the Joint Property, and that § Canads West., and f santby Mail, post paid,

difference 7 Oh & there are K I3
us to meditate upon a» we come into his
sance—as we spproach or retire from the out.

generaled g aat deeds. It has augzested thp ] ward communion 7 _ Let -us make the ocosion s

b8

{;:'-r 'minlsntz;wyc'n mlgmployeg zom on o .
e suit, Sothen, it wonld sesr tha K] to- | Prin « M. Guay, Tho! N
 fossedly boly teg, and nomojal followeps ofpt'ac. , Apyil, ';’840, » B .,,q"“‘,:"w" ’
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