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A wmistake to be carefully guarded against by every one who
aspires to be a true teacher is what Rev. W. Hales has recently
called the Didactic Discase—/e., telling instead of teaching. A
cardinal principle in the philosophy of teaching is never to tell
a pupil that which he is capable of finding out, or thinking out,
for himself. The first work of the educator is to create, or
stimulate, a healthfui desire to know;the sccond, to direct the
learner in the way to get the knowledge!  To these a third may
be added, though it is perhaps included in the second—to test
and teach the student to test the genuineness of the knowledge,
and make sure that it has become in reality the projerty of the
learner, by being tnoroughly digested and made a part of his
own thought.

In the last remark is involved, we belicve, the answer to the
vexed question in regard to the sphere and utility of examin.
ations. Examinations of the right kind ar¢, no doubt, invalu-
able in educational work. But no examination is of the righ

kind which aims simply at discovering how much the pupil can
remember and reproduce of the text-book he has studied or the

lectures he has attended. To aim at finding out how much

knowledge the pupil has gained of the subjects dealt with in
text-book or lecture, and how much clear thinking he has done
in connection with it, is not only legitimate, but highly bene-
ficial in many respects. We are not cure that the day may not
come when entrance examinations of all grades, and especialiy

7 lthe higher, will be conducted without refercnce to any special

. ! . .
preliminary course, of to anything except the candidate’s present
stage of mental development.

We may be behind the age, but we must confess to a good
deal of sympathy with the doubts lately expressed by a physic-
ian in Zatelligence, as to whether young children should be
taught structural physiology to any extent. The leading facts
of hygiene, so far as they may be considered established and of
practical value, should certainly be made known to .hem. And
as we have no faith in wmere didactic or authoritative instruction,
we think the scientific basis, or proof, of the lacts should as far
as possible, be given along with them. Dut there can be no
doubt that the habit of turning the mind’s eye inward and
watching the various anatomical and physiologtcal processes,
by which nature builds up the system and enables the various
members of the human frame to perform their functions, is
often distinctly injurious. The person who consciously refers
every little discomfort or pain to its source in the digestive, or
other organs, is on the highway to dyspepsia or something
worse  Not only is the labit deleterious in itself, but in the
case of many real or fancied invalids, who like to talk about
their symptoms, it often becomes positively afilictive to others.
Here if anywhere is a case in which we may be pardoned tke
stale quotation ¢ Where ignorance is bliss,” etc,

What shall we do with our North-West Indians? is one of
the most important and most difficult, among many important
and difficult questions now before the people of Canada. We
mistake. We fear this question is not now before the people
of Canada, though, unquestionably, it ought to be. That is,
we fear they are not studying it, feeling its urgency, and con-
sticntioualy resolved on giving it the best possible solution. A
few carncst Christian men and philanthropists who are in
positions which bring home to them the evil and danger of the
present system, are striving to arouse a deeper interest in the
public nund, but their success is not very encouraging. The
great majority are so absorbed in their own struggle for exis-

tence, that they fail to give any thought to the infinitely worse

condition of the poor wretches whose game the white man has
driven away, and whosc lands the government and people have
appropriated. The tendercy is to leave the matter in the
hands of the Exccutive, and its agents, though that Exccutive
has its hands too full of matters nearer home to give the poor

.
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Indian much attention, and though the evidence is strong that
the influence of many of the agents is morally contaminating,
instead of helpful to the degraded aborigines.

The first and main question is that ot education, which in
this case means civilization, There are, of course, school
teachers and farm instructors on some of the reservations, but
if these are accomplishing anything great, they are doing it so
very quietly and unobtrusively, that the public know little about
it. Some of the denominations, especiaily the Presbyterians
and Methodists, are showing a commendable interest in the
Indians and doing what they can for them. Dut, so far as
appears, it would require many generations to complete the
work of civilization with the present appliances; and there is
reason to fear the date of its completion would correspond with
that of the putting of the last Red man beneath the soil of his
native prairie.

The question of Indian education involves two great issues.
First, to what extent can success in the work or education be
hoped for under this present policy of keeping the Indians on
the reseives set apart for them? On this point we naturally
turn to the experience of our neighbors at the Soutn. The con-
dition and treatment of the Indians in the United States is
being now studied and discussed as never before. The con-
science of the nation seems to be at last aroused, and there is
much reason to hope that a brighter day is dawning for the
wretched children of the scii. An interesting discussion was
recently had in Congress, in regard to the effect of the Eastern
schools at which young Indiaas are being educated. Zntelligence
says :—

“These Indian schools are at Carlisle, Pa., Hampton, Va.,
and Lincoln, Pa, and it is proposed to close them on the
ground that it is cruel and useless to give the Indians a three
or four years’ schooling at the East and then permit them to go
back to their tribes ; for it is alleged that while they acquire a
certain shrewdness, they invariably return to the habits and
spirit of their savage life, and that their last state ic worse tha1
their first.  If this were true, the remedy wold clearly be, not
to refuse them an education, but to stop sending them back to
savagery ; but there is good ground for saying it is not true.
The best authurnity states that the percentage ot relapses in the
number of returned Indians is smail.  Reports from the gradu-
ates of Hampton in quite a large section of Indian coundy, in-
cluding 132 inall, show that 4 are wearing blankets- -that is,
gone back to the outward signs of savagery; ¢ are wearing
citizens' dress, but behaving badly ; 40 are doing fairly well;
72 are doing very well. Apparenily noreports are in hand from
the other seven.”

“ A little leaven leaveneth the whole lamp,” and these figures
make it sufficiently clear, that a good- work may be done in this
way, even under the reserve system. Is it not a reproach to
Canada that we have not yet established such schools for our
young Indians?

But in the opinion of many there is a more excellent way.
The second great issue is that of distzibution of the Indians, as
cpposed 1o thereservation plan. The best public opinion in the
United States is cerging rapidly towards the conclusion that the

Reserve System is a huge mistake ; that it is condemning the
tribes to long continued if not perpetual barbarism, instead of
hastening the day of civilization and citizenship ; that the true
way to make men and citizens of Indians as of other people, is
to give them the rights, privileges and responsibilities of full man-
hood and citizenship. Let the Indians be settled on farms of
their own, and mixed up with the white population, and ail the
surroundings of their daily lives will then be so snany educating
and civilizing influences. It may be well for us in Canada to
watch for a little this new movement amongst our neighbors.
In the meantime every educational appliance should be brought
to bear upon the younger Indians of our reservations, for it is
through the children that the work must mainly be done.

Since the foregoing was written we have read with great
pleasiare an account of what Bishop McLean, of Saskatchewan,
is doing and proposing to do for Indian Education, through the
medium of Emmanuel College. The Prince Albert Times says
thet it is now proposed to train as large a number of Indians
as possible in the college, not simply, as heretofore, for Mission
work, put in the ordinary English branches, and in Agricultural
Chemistry. The college possesses two hundred acres of good
land, and also a good chemical laboratory, and for the last four
months lectures on chemistry have been delivered daily, accom-
panied with experiments.

“The pupils are taught how plants grow—what substances
in the soil and atmosphere form their food—hcw different kinds
of crops withdraw from the soil different constituents or differ-
ent proportions of the same constituent ; how therefore the
soil becomes impoverished ard in need of replenishment from
manure ; how especially ordinary farm manure ought to be
treated as best to preserve its ammonia in full fertilizing vigour,
and generally whatever relates to an intelligent cuitivation of
the soil.”

This is as it should be. 1t is to be hoped that other donom-
mations will not be slow to follow s0 excellent an example.

e

The indications seem to be that the projected Teachers’
Union for Ontario will become an accomplished fact at an early
day. At several important Associations not only have resolu-
tions in-favor of such an organization been passed snanimou-ly,
but the more practical step has been taken of appointing dele-
gates to attend any meeting that may be called for the purpo e
of organization. There can be no doubt whatever, that there
is a good work for such a union to do, and that, properly con-
ducted, it could be made very useful both to the teachers
themselves and to the cause of public education. In fact the
two interests arc identical. Whatever tends to elevate the
status of the profession, by securing better remuneration and
greater permanency, cannot fail to improve the character of th:
workdone inthe schools,and vice versa. Not the least of the many
benefits to be expected rom such an organization would be the
s rengthening of the esprit de corps amongst teachers. It is to
be hoped that every Asscciation will follow the extmple of these
which have already taken th~ matter up, and that the work of
ofgmization may be proceedued with at an ear'y day.

-
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There was much unintentional sarcasm in the sentence
which we lately met in an exchange, in which a young teacher,
writing to a friend, said: U am in my school-room ; hence
you can easily imagine my surroundings without description.”
The implication, of course, was tiiat all Public School-rooms
are so much alike that to be familiar with one is to h.'ve a pic.
ture of each.  But why should this beso? Why should not
every school-room have an individuality of its own ; something
to please the eye and charm the fancy ; something in itsartistic
arrangements and decorations worth describing to a friend?
The reason is, we suppose to be found not so much in lack of
taste on the part of the teacher as in lack of means for supply-
ing anything beyond the simplest furniture and most necessary
apparatus.  But why should this be so? Do not teachers
ignore a strong force in the development of both taste and
morals when they neglect to make the schiol room, 50 far as it
may be in their power, attractive and even beautifal? Do not
parents commit a great blunder when they lavish money in the
decoration of fine parlors at home in which their children
spend scarcely an hour in the week, and fail to supply means
for the tasteful adornment of the schools in which they spend
most of their waking, in-door moments throughout the most
susceptible years of their lives? The silent influence of beau-
tiful and artistic surroundings will often do more to cultivate
and refine the taste than scores of lectures.

The improvement of taste that would result from this con-
stant association of study and learning with agreeable and
beautiful surroundings, would be of itself a most valuable factor
in education. The vandalistic proclivities of the most veckless
users of the penciland jack-knife, are checked by the: prettiness
and tastefulness of the articles upon which they are most likely
to be exercised.  While the unpainted pine-board almost irres-
istibly invites the whittler’s attack, none but the veriest Goth
will mutilate a beautiful bit of furniture. A universal instinct
compels those who stamp unhesitatingly, with the muddiest of
b.ots, over a naked and not over-clean floor, to use the door-
mat before venturing upon one brightly carpeted. A still more
important consideration is that the taste for neatness and pretti-
ness once formed, will in most cases attend the pupil through
life, leaving its impress upon his person and home in all the
future, and contributing in no small degree to the increase of
those little comforts and adornments which make the “ome at-
tractive, and promote domestic happiness and virtue.

THE MODEL SCHOOLS.

We are pleased, but not surprised, that the views of J. L.
Tilley, Esq, Inspector of Model Schools, as expressed in his
last valuable Report to the Education Department, coincide to
a considerable extent with those expressed in these columns
before we had seen the report. The weak points in the present
Model School system are many and obvious. Mr. Tilley makes
several recommendations, which, if adopted, could scarcely fail
to improve the character and work of many.of the schools, One
of the most important of these is that-the Principals of all the

Model Schools shall be relieved of all teaching duties outside
of the Model School department. ‘I'here were during the last
school year 26 Model Schools in which the Principals were re-
lieved from Public School work during the whole of each day,
18 in which they were relteved during half of the day, and 8
schools in which they were expected to teach their own divisions
in the Public School the full day, from ¢ till 4, and then, after
the regular school hours, to give the requisite instruction to the
teacher-students.

Another important change advocated is also in the line of
the ScHooL JoURNAL’s suggestions. The Inspector would have
the number of Model Schools reduced to about twenty, the
Province being divided tor that purpose into the requisite num-
ber of Model School Districts. This would give an opportunity
to select the best schools and the most efficient Principals. It
would also enable the salaries of the latter to be increased.
This is but a matter of justice and would no doubt have thne
effect of encouraging and stimulating the work of instruction.
It would also tend largely to lessen the frequency of change in
the principalship. These changes have been hitherto so fre-
quent as to render good work in many sections impossible. Mr.
‘Tilley makes the very reasonable proposal that the salary of the
Principal shall never be less than $1,000 a year.

The system that would promise absolutely the best results
would be the abolition of the Model Schools and the establish-
ment of a sufficient number of good Normal Schools for the
accommodation of all teachersin training. But the great yearly
expense this would involve, which Mr. Tilley estimates at
$60,000, renders it, we suppouse, impracticable: The time has
not yet come when teachers can afford to pay for their own
professional training, like aspirants to other professions. The
inducements and rewards for Public School teachers will have
to be very largely increased before this will become possible.
Meanwhile some such plan as that suggested by Inspecior
Tilley is probably the best attainable. Mr. Tilley does not
underestimate the objections to be met, but states them fairly,
and shows that, though some of them are of undoubted force,
they are greatly overborne by the prospective advantages to
accrue from the change. It is to be hoped the subject may
receive the consideration its importance demands, both from
the teachers and from the Department.

Special.
THE METHODS OF TEACHING BEGINNERS TO READ.

BY J. B. CALKIN, AM,,
Principal of the Normal Schosl, Teuro, N, S.

41 1A 1ation

A paper read before the Nova Scotla Provincial Ed

It has been said by somebody that the man who aims at nothing
seldom misses the mark. Ho who hews a log witkout purpose or
plan makes simply a pile of chips. Definite aim and deterininate
effort in the line of doing some one thing are essential conditions of
success in any enterprise.  Educational work is not excoptionsl in
this regard. Tho teacher should havea well-defined object—a clear
conception of what is to be tho grand outcome of his work, and he
should £0-build each part that it may sustain proper relations tq,
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uvery other part and consvrve the goneral symmetry of the whole,
I fear that much of tho teaching in our schools lacks this delinite-
ness of aim and singloness of purpose. Even whero there oxists a
truo conception of the nature of education, there is little ca-ording-
tion of means or right direction of individual steps towards-the
object sought.

OBJECTS T0 BE KEPT IN VIEW IN TEACUING TO READ.

Turning now to the subject in hand, it is not uniwportant to
inquire what should be the leading objects in teaching children to
read. It will be rendily admitted that the mere abihty to read is
not to be our ultimate object. Iu fact, this is iu itsclf of ne value
whatever. 1t is not knowledge, but simply a means for the uequis-
ition of knowledge. Many porsuns possess this means, but derive
little benefit therefrom, for the sumple reason that they seldom
read, or they read what is of .itt)) vatue, or they read in a loos,
careless way, witheut attenvion or thought. Regarding schou
education as a foundation on w3 Life's work 1s to be bailt, and
not as a thing rounded vif and finished, reading presents itself as
one of the corner stones on which the superstructure rests.  Look-

ng si the subject in this light, and independently of these earlv
steps by which the cluld is taught to name the written werd st
sight, two distinct objects claim consideration :

1. The child should be so taught that his ability o real shall
become to him an effective means for the acquisition of knowled,ce.

2. The child should be so trained to read aloud that he can con-
vey to others in a distinct, impressive, and pleasing manner the
ideas of the printed page.

We should, as a primary aim, qualify the learner to read with
the fullest profit to himself, buth in silent reading and re<ding
aloud, that he may be able to associate the written word with the
thought represcnted, us well as with the sound of the spoken word.

It i3 important to lay the foundation of good hsbits at an early
stage. To secure this ohject we must awaken in the pupil an
interest in books, 2nd lead him to come to them as a source from
which he can both gratify aud develop his desire for knowledge. It
should be an object so to direct him and cultivate his taste that he
shall discriminate wisely in the selection of reading matter, and that
he shall enquire into the meaning, inwardly digest, remember and
roflect on what he reads. These fruits of priceless value are not of
spontaneous growth, but ave the products of the most careful and
well-directed culture, Nor should this culture be deferred wholly
to the more advanced stages. If in the early reading lessons we
give the child umneaning syllables, as in the old-time a—b ab, b—
1—a, bla, or even signitican words which represent no idea to the
mind of the child, he will acquire a habit of listless reading—
naming words without receiving or seeking ideas ; or, it may be, a
complete disgust for an cxercise so devoid of interest. Possibly
some of us have experimental knowledge of the stupid fashion in
which reading was formerly taught. Do not somo of us who were
nurtured under the old education remember how the impatieny
teacher with his goosc-quill pointed to the letter, and with hissharp
“What's that?" followed perchance with something still more
incisive, sought to open an avenue for the admission of the
unmeaning a b c. Meanwhile the poor, tortured victim twisted and
writhed, and was sent blubbering to his seat as a hopeless blockhcead,
It is said that Garrick could move an audience to tears by repeating
the alphabet in school-boy fushion, thus reviving the painful memory
of early school-daya.

tahy
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THE CHILD'S FIRST READING LESSONS
should not only be significant, but they should mean something to
him, The first lessons should not aim to convey new knowledge,
or to enlarge the child’s vocabulary, but rather to show him how

tho objects with which he is familiar may bo ropresented by writton
charactors, to lead him to vecounize in the written word the repre-
sentation of the sound ot tho spoken word, and also a new symbol
of the idea. They shuuld bring before the child the objects and
meutents of his own little world.  The teacher’s ingenuity will be
lnid undor tribute to devise interesting lessons, as well as ways of
presenting these lessons, so that thoy shall become pictures of real
life to the youny learner,  As tho learnor acquires the ability to
read, ho should Do encouraged in the practice of reading by pro-
viding for lum supplementiny reading matter suited to his ability.
‘The teacher's desk should be furnished with children’s magazines
and buoks, 80 thut when the pupil has tinished his work assigned,
he may be allowed to peruse these us o veward of diligence.

Tho ability to read 8o as to | colit and please others involves the
culture of all those qualities of voice, mauner, and expression,
which distinguish tie elocutionist from the drawlor aud the

stammorer.  Success in this direction demands constant offort and
wvigtlanee.  Throughout every recitation, andinall thespeech of the

chnldren, we must carefully cultivate thuse qualities of voice and
expression which make reading eflective.

In our written language words are made un of separate charac:
ters, representing (or as some one has aptly said, misrepresenting)
clementary sounds. Heuco thero have arisen various ways of
teaching children to pronounce words. There ave, at least, five
difterent methods of teaching beginners to read, These are known
as the A-B-C or alphabetic method, the phonctic method, the
phunic method, the word method, and tho sentence method.

The ArruapeTic METHOD teaches the names of the letters at the
outset. Formerly the learner, after getling the names of the let-
ters, was given syllables—first of two letters, as ab, then of thiee
letters, as bla.  When he bad nawed the letters, he pronouuced the
word as told by the teacher. These syllables were so arranged s
to secure frequent repetition of cach letter with some one sound, so
that the learner was led, in an unconscious way, to discover the
power of the letter and associate it with tho name and form of the

letter. This drill on unmeaning syilables is probably a thing of the
past, Sigrifeant words are taken instead, and after naming the

{ottors, the child is tuld what to eull the word. As there is gener-
ally not the slightest connection between the name of a letter and
1ts sound or power in combination, the child readily obtains the
word from the pronunciation of the teacher, and he would learn it
just as readily, to say the leaat, if he wero told it without reference
to the lotters,

The Proxeric METHOD analyzes tho sounds of the language, and
forms a new alphabet, with a character or letter for each elemen-
tary sound. The spelling of che word *hen suggests its pronuncia-
tion, and the pronunciation is a key to the orthography.

The PoNic MrrHOD also begins with the clementary sounds, but
it uses the ordinary alphabet. As many of the letters of our
alphabet represent various sounds, to avoid confusion the heginner
is kept exclusively to some one of these sounds,—the words being
selected with this object in view, and when he is familiar with these
sounds othors are given, Thus, in the first atage, he takes the short
sounds of the vowels, and the hard sound of ¢ andg. New difficul-
ties follow gradually, one at a time, such as the long vowels, the
dipthongs, and combinations of consonants, ac ch, sh, and th.

There are two distinct ways of teaching the sounds, As thesoe aro
of very unequal mertit, tho distinction should be carefully noted.
Ono way is similar to the old method of teaching the names of the
lotters. The teacher points to a letter and gives the sound ; the
child repeats the sound and associates it with theletter, regarding
tho sound as the name of the letter. \When the sounds have been
learned in this way, words ave presented for the child to make out.
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Opponents of the phonic method always assume that this is the
course pursued, and henco their ill-founded charges againet it.

The other plan presents a word first,—the namn of some familiar
object, as top or cat. Having first presonted tho objuct, or a
picture of it, and awakened some interest in it by conversation, the
teachor wiites the word on the vonrd, and states that the word is
top o cal. as the caso may be. ‘Tho children are thea made to
pronvunce the word slowly aftor the teacher, dwelling on cach
sound, until thoy discover that it has threessunds. They sre then
required to give theso sounds sepirately,—the first sound, the
socond, the third. ‘Then looking at the written word, the children
find that it is made up of threo lotters—as wany lotters as theroare
aounds; a letter for each sound. Namiuyg the first sound again,
they are taught to apply it to the first letter, and similarly with the
other letters, In this manuner the words are first pronewnced and
aunalyzed until the children kuow the sounds, and are abie to give
them when the teacher points to the letters. 'Lacy are thoq set to
tind out words for themsolves, In tho first stage, therefore, while
the children are learning the sounds, they are not required to make
out words from the sounds, but to aiscover the sounds from the
words,

The Wonrp MrrHob gives the word as a whole, in the first stage,
takomg no notice of the letters of which it is composed. The child
having been told tho word, pronounces it, tinds the sama word m
other places, thus learning to rocognize and namn it at sight.

The Sextesck MurHOD at the beginning gives a whole sentence,
teaching the child to recognize and read it without specially noticing
tho separate words.

It is proper to observe that the distinctive features of these tive
methods pertain exclusively to the earlier stages of reading. Edcic
method, in its own way, aims to bridge over the difficulties which
ment the learner at the outset ; but by the time the child has
finl “od his primer, they all meet on common ground. Tholearner
is then ablo tv recognize at sight a large number of words which
occur frequontly, and he has acquired the ability, to a greater or
less degree, of making out new words by some occult process which
scarcely admits of explanation. New words which he cannot make
out he must be told. Again, I would observe tl-it whilst one
method may possess features which give it superiority over others
in certain respects, successful teaching 1s much more dependent on
quahties-that do not belong oxclusively or neceasarily to any one of
the fivo niethods. Energy, outhusiasin, and nspiring power in the
teacher are impurtant factors. The child’s intelligence and mterest
must be azoused, and the child must feel that he is not working
with dead things, or wandering in the valley of dry bones. The
best mothod may be so admmistered as to deprive it of all vitality
and power. It would be very easy, for instance, to divest the
word mothod or the sentence meothod of those wcidental features to
which they owe their success, and yet leave enough to entitle them
to their present names, and to all that is involved in tho definition
by which they are described.

The child may be taught to recognize words and sontences which

opresent ideas wholly unfamiliar, and which are to him entirely
without meaning—mere “ words, words, words.” O the lesson
may be well selected, but navertheless be dead, becauso the teacher
acks life and power to bring the words into contact with the child’s
ntelligaice.
VERY EXRAVAGANT THINGS

are said by the advocates of the various methods, each urging for his
own method merits which are wholly incidentai and may equally
woll attach to other methods, at the same time abusing these other
methods on account of features not necessarily belonging to them.

.

‘T'ne fact is thero ave fow, it any, cducationists who adhere exclus-
ivuly tc any one mothod. They, perhaps, call their way word
method, sentehce method, or phonic method, and yet vihon you analyzo
their practical courdse, you find it is, more or loss, a mixture of the
threo. Tho advocates of the sentence mothod sre probably the
most extravagant and unfair in their utterances. And yot this
method, as genorally applied, borrows so much from the word aud
phonic methods, and is so dependent on them for its success, and
even its practicability as a means of teachiag children to read, that
iv is acarcely entitled to be called an indepsndent method. At a
mocting of the New England association of school superintendents,
held -a fow months since in Boston, it was stated that the sentence
method was in clu.est conformity to nature—that it is the method
vhich nature employs in teaching spoken language.

NOTHING COULD BE MORE ABSURD

than such a clain. It strikes one that those who hold such views
have forgotten the oxperience of their carly childhood, and that
they have either had little intercourse with young children lenening
to talk, or have profited little by their experience. It would be ss
correct to say that children begin to tulk in paragraphs orchepters,
and it would be much easier to prove that they begin to talk in
syllables or inacticulato sounds. The fact is that children's early
speech consists of separate words—nawmes of familiar objects, When
the child enters school, he has made such progress in the use of
lsizguago that he can talk in senteuces, but that does not prove that
he takes no account of the individual words which make up the
sentence. Separate words are the embodiment of such notions as
children gain through observation ; the sentence represents the
product of thought.

The power of tha sentence method to appeal to the child's intelli-
gonco, awakon his interest, and secure expression, (which are the
chief Lenefits claimed), can be secured equally well by the word
mnethod, if it is vightly applied. The words should not be presented
detached and apart from their relutions with each other, butshould
be grouped as given. We should first present those that have an
independent meauning, as the name-words ; then those that cluster
around, expressing qualities and relations, thus building up a
gentence.

Thus, suppose the sentence is, Tom spins his top on the floor ; the
words should be taken in the following order :—Tom, top, his, spins,
floor, the, on. These words are then grouped,—his top, spins his
top, Tom spins his top, the floor, on the fluor. Finally the child reads
the whole sentence.

Tho first two or three Iessons will probably consist of separate
words, but these words should be so related that they shall lead up
to a sentence. Tho child soon accumulates a stock of words which
he can recognize at sight ; new sentences can then be constructea
by making new combinations of old words, with one or two new
words.

THE PHONIC METHOD
has some features which give it special advantages over the other
methods. It 3o exercises the organs of speech on the clementary
sounds as to promote purity of tone and distinct articulation. It
also stimulates and gratides the uatural desire of the child for
activity by placing him in a position to find out words for himself.
Some persons object to this latter claim on the ground that, owiug
to the imperfections of our alphabet, the words which childrcri can
make out for themselves are comparatively fow. The limitation
here urged is admitted, and if the objector will show some more
coinprehensive and effective way by which the learner can find out
words for himself, his method should have the preference. The
fact is nq ather method professes to confer this power, or even to

-
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give any ability in this dicection, But working within the limita-
tions of the phonic method, the child acquires many words and
much power, by which his subsequent progress is nssured. As
regards words of irregular orthography, the phonic method has no
spocial disadvantages. It aids in finding out some words ; other
methods none,

ANOTHER OBJECTION
urged against the phonic method is that it does not proceed from
the known to the unknown—it gives the sign kefore the idea. The
objector here gratuitously assumes that thoe sounds of tho lutters are
given first in connection with the lctters taken separately, instead
of being discovered as already shown, by slowly pronouncing the
word and dwelling on each sound. Concerniug this plan it has
been well said, ¢‘as the sound is uttered the pupil secs it to be a
part of his familiar word, and consequently an intelligiblo part.
The sounds having been learned in this way, the pupil proceeds to
find out now words, and * he may be led to tnke us much delight
in puiting these sounds together as in putting his blocks together
in any of his constructive amusements.”

In my experienca thera are two serious objections to tho use of
the phonic method, pure andsimple. First, thereis great difiiculty
in the training of teachers to apply it skilfully. Again, in this
method childcen cannot, at the first, make out words fast enough
to sustain their interest, and the limitations governing the selection
of words interferes with healthful freedom in building up sentences
and stories, Theso considerativns, wii). others that might be
namned, seent to suggest that the most | acticable and eflicacious
way of teaching beginners to read is found in a combination of the
phonic and word methods. Aud I would not restrict the teacher
within hard and fast lines as to how mu- & of oue mothod and how
much of the othor he should adopt. e must judgo of his own
power and skill in either method, and of the peculiarities of the
children. Some may succeed best in oue way ; others in another.

I would not say that teaching the names of the letters at first, if
done properly, merits the hard things said of it. Certainly the old
timo plan of teaching the names of the letters frowm A to %, then
backwards, then promiscuously, followed by the a, b, «bs, b, I, «,
blas, is about as stupid as anything we can well imagine. But if
the names of the letters ave taught by taking a fewat ¢ne time, and
in connection with familiar words, the words being st onee com-
bined into sentences, the names, though giving no assistance in
learning to read, may not be an obstacle to progress,

For blackboard lessons with beginners, script letters aro prefer-
able to print. The teacher can place the lesson on the buard more
readily, and the children can copy it on their slates with greater
facility. The ability to write acquired thus early is a great assist-
ance in the subsequent school course. Before the children use the
primer, tiicy can be readily taught the printed characters by writing
the lessous on the hoard in both forms. The child will then first
read the script and afterwards the printed lessons.

Examination Bapers.
SOUTH GREY PROMOTION EXAMINATION.

GEOGRAPRHY.
Curass III. o IV.

————

1. Name the general boundaries of Asia, Pacific Ocean, Dominion
of Canada, Mexico.

2. Name (1) tho extreme poiuts of the maiuland of North
America, (2) its five largest rivers, giving general dizcetinn and the
ocean into which each empties, (3) its five largest galis or bays,
giving position of each.

3. What town or city at the mouth of ench of the following
rivers, and in what provinco or territory is each situated 7 Ottawa,
St. John, Assiniboine, Fraser. .

4. Define Map, Eastern Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, First
Meridian, Longitude.

§.. Through what rivers or canals, and across what lakes wonld
you pass in going from Manitoulin Island to Montreal? If you
wen’, by railway from Uwen Sound, over what roads would you
pass 1

ARITHMETIC.

Crass IT. To IIL

1. Write 3267, 98345, 700000, 3080490, in words.

2, Write eight thousand six hundred and forty-five, twelve
thousand and six, seven hundred thonsand and twenty, in figures,

3. Add the following : 83675, 684,.2325, 3678, 91899, 77, 313143,

4. From 869009 take 286134 ; and from 480103 take 2194565.

5. Multiply 365179 by 7. Divide 383467 by 9.

6. A man has $2000; his brother has 360 less; they put their
nmoney together and buy a farm of 123 acres, at $30 an acre. How
mnuch money will they still need to pay for it?

7. 8436279287,

(Currect auswers expected.  Work must be given).
COMPOSITION.

Crass 11, 7o IIL
1. Add verbs so as to form a complete sentence, stating what
the following do :—1, The birds.... 2. The clock.... 3. The
wind.... 4. The plants.... 5. The horses....

2. Write five sentences, each containing an adverb, twwo of time,
twodof place, and one of manner, using the verbs go, call, walk, sce,
study.

3. Uso pronouns instead of the words in italics, writing the whale
extract: The girl began to feel more calm, and the captain told
the girl that the girl's mother wanted to ask the girl a few questions.
The girl's mother now went up to the girl and said, *“the mother's
child, dow't the child remember its mother?” The girl said, *‘ No,
the girl does nt,”

4. (4) Describo Owen Sound by answering the following ques-
tions, cach answer to be a complete gentence. 1. Whatisit? 2,
Where is it? 3. What railway runs toit? 4. On what bay is it
situated ?

{b) Put these sentences into one complete sentence,

DRAWING,
Crass II. 7o III.

—

Rulers not to be used.

1. Draw a vertical line 1} inches in length, through its upper
extremity draw a horizontal line 13 inches in length, bisccted by
the vertical ; through its lower extremity draw a horizontal line §
inch in length bisected by the vertical. On these lines draw a tea-
cup, with handle of curved lines to the right.

2. Draw a portion of a picket fence, 3 inches long and 2} inches
high, showirg the lower horizontal hoard twice the width of the
upper horizontal board ; four pickets to an inch, each picket twice
as wide as cach space, finish £t the top as you like.

3. In light-line squares of not less than one inch to a side, out-
line: 1. A cube; 2. acress; 3. four over-lying equures formed by
joining the centres of the sides of each outer square.

DICTATION.
Crass II. 1o IIL

Gage's II. Reader.
1 The ostrich lives in Africa,
2 The carpenter joins pieces of wood together,



THECANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

127

3. Oaught n young gray squitrel in the woods.
. When the mght is beginniug to lower,
Theo violets courtsied azd went to bed.
The fivrco dogs lying in front of their kennels.
. Sedate parent expressed somo surprise.
. Whisking his tail respectfully.
9. Thero rolled a turbulent wave.
10. Cut the rvape in two with her scythe,
Pleasant, Februnry, breakfast, occupations, scissors, caterpillar
exquisite, beliove, knowledge, apology.
(00 marks—3 cft for each mis-spelles word).

LITERATURE.

—

Crass IIL 1o IV,

Gage’s Third Reader.

1. Explain the words and phrases in italics in the following :

{2} Several chunges have been wade in the government of the
country during the British period. After the capture of Quebec in
1759, by Wolfe, and the wurrender of Montreal in the following
yeor, the country was ruled by milifary law until it was formully
given up to the British in 1763.

(¥) Two children were loft forsaken,
* All orphaned of mortal care;
But with spirits foo close to heaven
To be tainted by Earth’s despair,—
Alone in that crowded city,
Which shines like an drctic star.
By the banks of the frozen Neva,
Ia the realm of the mighty Czar,

2. Give Wolfe's Christian name. Who opposed Wolfe? Dis-
tinguish formally from formerly  From what nation did the British
tako the country ? In what country is that crowded city? What
ailier meaning has spirits?

3. Write the following sentences, using the proper word from
thuse in the parentheses

(a) You will find the (bass) (base) fiddle (lying) (laying) at the
(bass) (base) of the (statue) (statut.).

() The weary painter (through) {threw) down his (palette)
(pallet) and flung himself on his (palate) (pallut) of straw.

(¢) Ho saw a (horde) (hoard) of gipsies with a (grate) (great) many
horses. :

® DT

GRAMMAR.

Crass III. 70 1V.

1. State to which part of speech each’ word in the following
belongs. (Arrange in columns).

The white man far away must go,
But ever in his heart will bear
Remembrance of the negro’s care.

2, Write the plural of sky, day, monarch, church, has, moves;
the pessessive singular and possessive plural of ludy, child, father-
in-law, who, 1; tho comparative and superlative of ill, many, six,
beautiful, out; the past tense and past participle of the verbs go,
be, see, lie.

3. Divide the following sentences into subject and predicate, and
parse the words in italics :

(@) On the bauk of the little river stood the noble general,
(b) Where did you go yesterday ?
?:) Quietly he placed the book on the shelf.
d) In the wagon he placed eight strong men, well armed.
(¢) John, tell Martha, the house-maid, {o come in.

4. Correct the following:

, (a) Did you see Marys books.
(b) James is the elder of the three,
(c) Robert and Johu is in town,
(d) He bought three pound of sugar.
{e) Mary has wrote three lines very quick.
5. Define Number, Transitive Verb, Phrase, Predicate,. Object.

Practical.

TEACHING ORTHOGRAPHY.

Each word has a physiognomy. Some words have plain faces,
somo have features peculiar to themselves; ut all are learned, not
by describiug them orally, bu’, by using our sense of sight. Words
of as many letters as they havo sounds may be learned by seeing
and pronouncing them., If the teacher dictates such words as
paper, lamp, pencil, ote., and carefully pronounces every svund,
they will be written correctly. But the number of such words is

:comparatively small in English. Other words in which the number

is greater than that of their sounds, as book, strect, slate, ring, ete.,
will have to be observed more closely, and oftener, by the young
learner. In order to make the peculiarity of these words out, and
atrike the attention, it is well to mark them thus: book, street
slate, ote. This should be done on the board. Such words as
separate, eulogy, forfeiture, gayety, ctiquolte (I tako a few out of
the multitude haphazard), are oftens misspelled. If marked on the
board as indicated, and left there a few days, it'may be safely said
that their peculiarities will by remembered or recalled.

The secret of vivid kaowing is vivid seeing. If every apelling
lesson is conducted according to the principle thut we learn ortho-
graphy more through sight than through the sense of hearing, I am
sure we shall find little difficulty in obtaining geed results, In
higher grades, words may be grouped according to rules, but no
rulo should be given; it should invariably be discovered by the
pupil. If the teacher put the following words on the buard in a
colunmn, pavement, amusement, chastisement, achievement, infringe-
ment, etc., and opposite to these in another column, such as judg-
ment, abridgment, and others, it will not be long before the pupils
have discovered why the final e of judge, for instance, in the second
column is dropped. This is mixing in a little brains in the othor-
wise dry study. At every stage of the course, howaver, this para-
dox remains true: “‘The more crayon a teacher consumes, the
better her instruction.”—Hon, Leroy D. Brown, Ohio, in the
American Teacher.

A POINT IN PUNCTIUATION.

Tho following sentence is correctly punctuated :—

¢¢ The tendency of poetry is lo refine, purify, expund, and elevate.”

When a series of words are connected by conjunctions and the
conjunctions are not all expressed, it is a common error to suppose
that because the conjunction is expressed between the last two
words of the series, no comma is necded there.

The error arises from supposing that the comma takes the place
of the conjunction. Such isnot the fact. Commas ave used to
mark slight breaks in the thought, whether they are caused by the
omission of words, or in some other-way. When the mind reads a’
sentonco like the one above, it recognizes the same connection in
thought between all the words of the series. The omission of the
comma between the first two,—thereby cauting a break,—places
all the rest of the words in the series on the same footing, whether
the conjunctions are expressed or omitted.

This is the teaching of the best authorities on punctuation, in-
cluding Wilson. —J. P. W., in National Educator, '

From the different States comes oceasionally the cheering news
that such and such schools havo abolished the examination fetich.
Let the good work go on. More teaching and less cramming for
useless examinations, For years the horrible Jugzernaut of ex-
amination has done its best to crush the progressiveness of teachers
and the mental growth of pupils, —Iowa Central School Journal.
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Educational Lotes and Lews.,

A new school-house is being erected at Bolmout.

Arbor Day wis observed in Winnipeg ns a general holiday.

New Public Schools are to be built in the south and west wards
of Orillia,

Queen’s College Journal has just closud its thirteonth year of
publication.

The residence of H, B, Spotton. of Barrie Collegiato Institute,
was recently burned.

Dr. Dwight, of Yale Theological Seminary, has been eolected to
tho Presidency of Yale College.

Dr. Fleming has been again elocted to the Chancellorship of
Queen's Univorsity, Kingston, This is the third time Dr. Fleming
has been thus honored.

The next sessivn of the Oxford Teachers’ Institute will be held
on Thursday and Friday, June 3rd and dth, in the assembly-rovin
of the High School, Woodstock.

Industrial education can bo made of great servico as an aid to in-
tellectunl activity,~-as a harness, in which to bicak the coltish
mind by applying knowledge to lifo.—~Jouraal of Lducation.

Harvard College hias been sued for 850,000 by Dr. Almon Brooks,
of Chicago, whuse son was disfigured for life by sulphuric acid taken
into the mouth during experim :uts under direction of the professors,

Prof, 1. L. Rand, M.A., D.C L., has been appointed Principal
of the Woodstock College Biptist) vice Principal Wolvorton, who
has resigned, but aceepted a professorshup mn the college without
decrease of salary.

Charles Brent and J. J. McKenzie, of St. Thowmas, H. Harvey,
of Malahide, and Neil Stanton, of Aldborough, all students of St.
Thomas Collegiate Institute, and John Youwell, of Port Burwell,
are writing for the degree of B.A. at Toronto University.

The following is a sample of notes the ScuooL Joursay is con-
stautly receiving :

TrNAYS0N, May 21, 1886,
Reecived the premium all right.  Aw well pleased with its contents. Yours
respectfully, 1va Croven,

The nobility of a teacher’s occupation is a theme which is fre-
quently sounded, particularly by teachers themselves. But we
shall never impress the world with the dignity of our profession
until nobility becomes apparent in our lives and charactors.— Iy, B,
Harlow, Syracuse, N. Y,

A joint convention of the Teachers' Institutes of Hamilton and
Wentworth is to be held in the Court House, Hamilton, on '‘fhucs-
day and Friday, 10th and 11th of June. Auninteresting program is
provided, including a series of addresses on the subject of Reading
by Prof. Neff; of the khilidelphia School of Oratory. N

The * Macpherson " Prizo offered at Quecn’s University, Kings-
ton, for the best essay on the *‘ Influence of Britain in India,” has
been adjudyed to Mr, William Burns, Assistant Master, Brampton
High School. This gentlemau will be remembered by most of our
readers as a contributor to our paper of a series of Drawing papers
during the past year.

An offort is being made to raise the sum of $40,000 to enlarge
and improve the buildings o f the Woodstuck Baptist College. The
plans include a new building to cost 827,000, A considerable part
of the sum required has alraady been sccured, and, conditional
upon the whole amount above named being raised, the college has
the prospect of & mnuificent endowment from the Hon. Wilham
McMaster, of Toronto,

A writing machine for the blind has been patented by Mr, W,
B, Perkins, of Owensborough, Ky. This invention provides a
machine for writing more rapidly in embossed charactors, by punc-
turing sheets of paper, than can be done with the usual hand slate
and stiletto, and so that tae embossed characters will be formed in
the order in which they are read, in accordauce with the code of
characters. —Type Writer.

The Indians on the Yankton reservation in Dakota celebrated
Arbor Day by setting out one thousand forest trees on the campus
of the Government Industrial School, and the boys at St. Paul’s
Mission School planted a fruit orchard. These Indians are said to
bo scttling down to farming this senson more generally than they
have dove heretofore, and a correspondent recently counted nine
teams ploughing on a ten-acre tract. They work in bands, culti-
vating each man’s tract in turn.—Christiun Union,

When u child can be brought tu tears, uot from fear of punish-
mount, but from repentance for his otfence, ho nseds vo chastiso-
wment,  When the tesrs begin to tlow feom grief at one’s o''u
c‘o.;nduct, be sure there is an angel nestling in the bosom, —Hou, e
afaun,

Werare requestad to state that an Art Class, similar to that held
heretofore at the Normal Schoo), Toronto, will be opened in the
Patkdale County Madel Schvol on Monday, July 12th, 1886, at O
a.m. ‘Peachers desirous of attending this course (threc weoks) will
please send names and addresses toJ. A. Wismer, Parkdale P, O.,
Ont., as soun as possible, when full iuformation will be sent them
by wail. The examination for Primary Giade Certificutes in April,
1887, will bo  pen to teuchers who attond this course.

I may add that since out-door recosses have been abolished we
have observed the folluwing heneficinl results ;—1. A decreaso of
more than 50 per cent. of the cases of discipline and & correspond-
ing mnprovement in the moral tonoe of the pupils. 2. A large de-
crease in the frequency and severity of colds with which pupils
have been afflicted. 3. Resulting from the above, more regular
attondanco at school. 4, The pupils spend more time in the open
air thau before.”—C. W, Carroll, in the Ohio Ed. Monthly.

The wisdow and good sense of the Chivago Board of Education
should serve as a pattern. They appreciate the value of good
school work, and are willing to pay a decent sum for the same. At
a recent meeting they raised tho sslaring of teachers, giving the
superintendent 84,200 ; two assistants each $3,500; apecial super-
intendent of Germun, 82,000 ; special teachers 1n muaic and draw-
ing, §1,900 ; three prmeipals of High Schools, each, §2,400 ; nine
assistants at §2,000; two at $1,800, and four at §1,600. —Central
School Journal,

An ominent German said; to e the othet day: ‘¢ Whatever we
aro in arms, in art, in commerce, in industry, in political power ;
whutever may be our strength as an Empire,—~wo owe to Gerinan
education.” And so the future of England depends on Eunglish
education ; and that man who wants to check, or lower, or degrade
education,—to crib, cabin, or confine it,~docs not understand the
destinies of his country, and is hardly worthy tv be called by the
name of Englishman.—AMy, 4. J, Mundella : Address to the British
and Foreign School Society.

Quecen’s University, at its recent commencement, conferved the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws upon the kov. 8. T. Rand, the
somewlhat eccentric but talented and indefitigable volunteer mis-
sionary to the Micmac and Malisec Indians ot Nova Scotia, M.
Rand is almost wholly self-cducated, yot at one time he was able to
speak and write thivteen diffoient languages. A few years since
Mr. Rand wrote a Latin translation of the well-known hymn
“Rock of Ages,” which was highly complimented by Mr. Gladstone,
who, it is said, pronounced it better than his own version.

The Standard Thermometer Co., Paabody, Mass., have prepared
a thermometer for school, oftice, and home use, of high merit and
entire accuracy, which is for sale in all parts of the countty by
Fairbanks & Co. The temperatore is registered on a dial face like
a clock, and can be read from all puarts of a room, the plain numerals
being as legible as any clock-dial of the same size. The accuracy of
the new method of determining temperature is vouched for by
Prof William A. Rogers, of the Harvard University Observatory ;
Dr. Leonard Waldu, of New Haven, Coun,, and other eminent
authorities,

The great refracting telescope for the Lick Observatory is nearly
completed, The two great discs of glass that will form the lens are
about finished ; valued at 825,000 each. If injured they could not
be duplicated within the noxt six months for millions of money.
Five years ago the order for casting them was given to a Parie drm,
and, after repeated failures, last fall they were sont to Alvin Clark,
the eminent telescope maker of Cambridgoport, Mass, The lens 1s
36 inches in diameter, and when completed will weigh about 700
pounds, The process of polishing the lens has reached the period
when the removal of the merest trifle too much would result in
their ruin. The work of polishing is done by the hand, rubbed
with rouge. It is estimated that the power of this great lens is such
that the moon 240,000 nules away, when seen through it willappear
less than 100 miles distant. With the superb telescope, the
superior location of the observatory, and the skilled direction of
Prof. Holden, we may confidently predict results of emineut value
in the domain of astronomy.— Central School Journal,
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School work and rosponsibility do wot end with the develop-
ment of ability to do good intellectual work. Thero is .further
dumanded a woll-matured desire to know the best things, and a

desire to lenrn them in the best way. It is this latter part of the
work that wmust be insisted upon, especinlly in these days whon
methods of intellectual effurt have attained such mumoentuw,
The old-time country schoul furnished the scholastic desire with-
out training in any methuds ;-und the modern achool, with all its
methods, will come into disvespoct if it neglects to supply ns keen
n desire ns was imparted to our fathers upon the hillside.—7%e
American Teacher.

The Whitby Collegiate Institute took a somewhat now doparture,
and one which may be worthy of wide imitation, in having a May-
day celobration this year. Pracipal Embree explains the objects
aimed ot as follows in a lettor to tho Chronicle:  ** I have frequently
obsorved that the eagernoss with wlich our youth engage in compe-
titions of any sort is generally propurtioned to the intrninsic value of
the prizes offered fhe competition, The spirit which induced the
old Greeks to engaro in contests for a simple garland of olive or
laurel seoms to bo wanting in our day. However excellent in itself
a game or ammusement may be as n means of exercise or ret  ation,
it fails to attract until it becomes associatod with money-making, or
with some sort of gambling. 1t is with a view to countevact this
ovil tendency and to encourage the celebration of true manly and
womanly qualitics that the May-day ceremonies have been intro-
Aueed.  The girls olect as My Queon the ono whom they consider
most worthy of their esteem, und the boys in like manner elect the
Dux—the highost womanly and m mly qualities respectively being
wlone considered in making a choice. Those who receive the sui-
frages of their fellow.pupils are awarded only a simple badge in
addition to a floral wreath and wand, but they receive also booksor

ther gifts which they present to thos: of their fellow-pupils whom
they think most deserving. The same-qualities which gavo the
donnrs their election are suppused to determine the choice of the
recipients of the gifta.  On the occasion no gifts were made to the
puptls of the divisions from which the Queen and Dux were elected,
the Jonor heing thouzht suflicient. Tho presents were supplied
this time by tho reachers ; perhaps on a future occasion othuts may
be disposed - assist, if the aim sought commends itself to their
judgment.”

The National School oi Elocution and Oratory, of Philadelphia,
ave to hold a summer session uat Grimsby Park this year. It will
be their twelfth season,—fifih in Canada,—will commence July 1st

aud ena August 11th, Thoe course of instruction is complete in all
the brauches of elocution, and each member of the Fuculty is a
specialist in his departinent. Mrs. J. W. Shoemaker takes
Gesture and Deamatic Leading ; R. O. Moon, Expressive Reading
and Extemporancous Speech, John H. Bechtel, Orthoiépy and
Conversational Reading, and George H. Makuen, B.A., Voice
Culture and Modalativn, 'The support last year was not so satis-
factory as it should have been, in fact, not suflicient to justify a
subsequent visit, but 8o many throughout the Dominiun have, since
then, seemed specially anxious for the re-appearance of the school
that the proprietors tinally yielded to their requests. Among these
are 8 large number of teachers and clergymen, who have promised
their influence and assistance. We have always endeavored to
show American teachers that there is a cordial welcome awaiting
them in the Dominion whensaver they favor us with a fraternal
visit, and we are particularly bound tu encourage those from whom
we can learn something that will improve vur educational efturts.
The notably high reputation of the Philadelphia National School of
Elocution and Oratory is suflicient in itself to warrant asatisfactory
return for time and monoey spent in acquiring a knowledge of the
branches taught therein, and needs not the commendation that we
would feel inclined to give the iustitution. When the advantages
of a short courso in an important and elegant art arve brought within
oasy reach of our teachers, and, at the same timo, the confined
atmosphere of tho school-room is exchanged for the salubrity of
climate and beauty of location to be enjoyed at Grimsby Park, wo
feel it our duty to recommend the summer session about to be held.
Somo special arrangoments for students have been made as regards
course of tuition, hotel accommodation, ete., about which it would
bo advisable for these who intond trying the course to write the
;)ccretary, Mr. J. H. Bechtel, 1416 Chestuut Street, Philadelphia,
a.

GENERAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS OF PRINCE
! LEDWARD ISLAND FOR 1885.

—

The Annual Report on tho Public Schools of Prince Edward
Island for 1885 is befors us, and wo must congratulate Mr. D,
Montgomery, Chief Superintendent of Education, on the etlicient
state of the schools under his charge and the progressive eondition
of education in the jusular province, The prominent features of
hiprovement aro thus stimmuarized :~1. A steady incrense in the
averawe school altendunce. 2. The greater degree of regularity
with which the schools ave kept in operation throughout the year—
the grand total days’ teaching for the whule Province being 2,100
in excess of that for the previous school year, 2. Tho well-marked
improvement on the part of candidates from the Common Schools
at the Provincial Examinations, 4. The readiness and intelligence
with which the teachers adapt themselves to improvements in the
school curriculum, 5. A greater demand for eftivient toachers, and
a greater desire on the part of schuol trustees to retain the services
of competent instructors when onco employed. 6. An incrense in
the number of schools in opusration during the year,  ‘Theso points
are worthy of consideration as forming the elements of a successful
school systom, and plainly indicate that P, E. L. is in the front rank
4s reJards cducational mattess,

‘The number of achools is not lasge, being 435, employing 494
teuchera — 271 men and 223 women—and, under the eflicient super-
vision of two school inspecturs, combined with the decided advun-
tago of the perannal inspection of the advanced schools by tho
Chief Superintondent, it is not surprising that decided progress
should be made. The schools are ranked aiceording to the result of
oxaminations made on the Inspuctors’ and Superintendent's visits,
and as the standurd is raised or lowered so is the salary of the
teacher increased or decreased.  This plan keeps the teacher alive
and gives an impetus to the school, which, if it does not develop
«amming, is productive of the best results.

Judging by the course of study for teachers and the papers sct
them at examinations, the standard is second to none in the
Dominion. Out of 267 eandidates who wrote last year for entrance
to the Provincial College and Normal Schoul, 125 were successful,
showing that this exmmination is a sovere test, Five months'
training is given in that institution, and an examination i3 held at
the end of the term for the three grades of the teachers’ licenses.
No une can teach in the Public Schools without this Normal trai. -
ing and the possession of a license.

Sularies are not placed at an exorbitant fizure considering the
qualifications required of the higher classes.  They are as follows .

Grave | Highest. | Lowest. | Average.
Male Teacher, 1st class.. ........ $000 00 | 8265 00 | $430 29
Female ¢ & & 250 60 | 220 00 | 236 96
Male ¢ 2ud 450 00 | 22500 | 282 33
Female *¢ 40000 | 18000 | ‘21 84
Male “  &d 45000 | 18000 | 20 20
Female ¢ ¢« 30000 | 13000 | 170 20

In connection -ith this, it must be observed that if u first-class
teacher has chavge of a second-class school he is paid a salary com-
mensurate with the grade of the school,—that is, receives second-
class salary only. The salaries are made up by « statutory grany,
according to grade, and a local or supplementary amount voted by
the whabitants of the azhool district, which 18 collected by the
secretary-treasurer, and this ‘‘supplement” is incressed by a like
amount griuted by the Local Government.

The outbreak of smallpox epidemic in the Island caused the sus-
peasion of school affairs for a short time, and necessitated closing
Prince of Wales College and Normal Schoul and the Public Schools.
This unfortunately occurred when the attondance in all the schools
was at its highest and school affairs most tlourishing,

Althougi+ maloe teachers are in the majority on the Island, the ex-
periment of giving a lady the principatship of the largest Public
School jn Charlottetown has been tried with much suceess.  Diss
Ewma Barr is eminently qualitied fur the position, and we note the
result with pleasure as an example of what muy be done similarly
in the uther provinces with equal satisfaction.

The total expenditure for education in P. E.I last year was
£145.598 69, of which the Governmeunt expended $109,316.85, aud
$36,281.75 were voted by the school districts.
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Question Brater,

QUESTIONS.

Pleaso explain what is meant by the term Thirty Years' Purchase.
And give the solution of the fullowing question N(); 125, (Exum-
ination papers, Kirkland & Seott’s edition of H. Smith's Arithietic).

How many years' purchase should I give for an estate, so as to
get 33 per cent. interest for my money 7 Aunswer given is 30 yrs,
1s thut correct ? J. S., Newmarkot.

I wish to study short-liand writing in as short a time as is possitle,
and without the assistance of a teacher. What bouk had I best
procure ? Teacuer, Ennismore.

1. Why are the following sentences correct? ‘I took it to be
her.”  “Whom do you imagine him to hel”

2, In what number of Macmillan's Magazine was a sketch of the
life of the late J. R. Green given?

3. Where does Paxton Hood, author of the * Life of Cromwell,”
live? What is his profession 1

4. Are Cowper's letters published in book form? If so, who is’
the editor of the volume s

5. What is the Literature for 1st € for 18577 “* SAUGEEN.”

Editor Caxana ScnooL JOURNAL.
Dear Siz,—Pleasc answer the
following in your next issue ;—
1. Who is Gladstone? What office does he hold? What is his
religion ?
. Who is Premier ?
What offizo does Mr. Disracli hold ?
What is necessary in order that a bill may becomo law ?
To what churck does Victoria belong?
Who are the Parnellites ?
Name the teachers’ holidays.
. How are the phrase exercises in the Second and Third Books
to be used ?
9. Is there to be a paper set in drawing next July ?
10. Of what is Parlinment coposed ? Give tho duties of thetwo
houses.
11. Who iz Governor-General of Canada at present? What are
his duties ?
12. I hold a Second Class non-professional certificate, aud have
been trained at a county Model Schvol. How long may I teach?
Lawrence, May 19th, '86. M. G.

Qo kW

@ -3

1. Show how the Latitude of a place is determined,” and give
Latitude of New York, Toronto, Montreal, Florence, Cape of Good
Hope.

2. Explain how to find the Longtitude, and give the Longitude of
Ottawa and Bnstol (Qucbec). A SuUBSCRIBER,

1, A picce of sheet iron is three fect long, and two fect wide. Tt
is required to make 1t into a tube, having one end twelve inches
larger than the other.  What must be the length and end diameters
of the largest possible tube which can be cut from the above picce

of sheet iron ?
2. Inscribe an cquilateral triangle in a given circle? ARICHAT

ANSWERS.

J. S., Newmarket. * Thirty years’ purchase,” means a sum
equivalant to thirty years of the income of tho property in question,
or thirty ycars interest on theinvestment. The answer to the ques-
tion quuted by J. S. is clearly correct, since 30x31=100, i.c., the
interest on any sum at 3} per cent. per aunum, will in thirty years
be cqual to theprincipal.  This reckoning is of course at simple in-
terest.

Teacury, Eanismure.  Wo can hardly take the responsibility of
giving a dircct answer to your question. Thero arc 30 many com-

peting syatems and methods, that no one but a short-hand expert
could be qualified to give an opinion, aud even experts will not be
found to agreo on tho point. Teane Pitman’s is, we believe, tho
wost popular system in use, but we do not know that it is most
easily acquired ; Mcllwain’s claims to be very easily mastered.
Isnac-Pitman’s is a goud system.  Wepresume a question add essed
to Bengough's Shorthand Bureau, Toronto, would elicit a courteous
answer from a good authority.

Saverex. 1. Seo Mason's English Grammar, §394, page 157.
2, Can some reader give the answer ?

3. Rev. Edwin Paxton Hood, author of ¢ Oliver Cromwell,” and
numerous other works, is a minister of the Independent denomin.
ation, and lives and preaches in London, England,

4. McMillan & Co. publish in their Golden Treasury Series, an
edition of Cowper's Letters, cdited by Rev. W. Beuham, Rector
of St. Edmund.  An edition i3 also published by the Religious
Tract Society of London, England. Nawme of editor not given.

M. G., Lawrence : .

1 and 2. William Ewart Gladstone is Prime Minister, or Premier,
or Leader of the Govermmnent in Great Britain. He is & member
of the Established Church of England.

3. Mr. D Isracli has been dead several years. Ho was for many
years leader of the Conservative or Tory party in England, some-
times as Premier, sometimes in opposition.

4. It must bo read a first, second and third time in the Houses
of Parlinment. Of course, it can bo read only when there is a
wajority in its favor.

3. To the Established Church.

G. The Parucllites are the Irish representatives in Parliament
who follow the leadership of Mr. Parnell, who isthe great chumpion
of “‘Home Rule” for Ireland. .

7. Sce the preface to Second Reader, sixth paragraph.

8. In England. of thec House of Commons and the House of
Lords. In Canada, of the Commons and the Scnate. It would
take too much space toaunswer the second part of the question fully.
Most schoo! histories contain the information. In both countries
the members of the Comuions are the elected representatives of the
peaple, and have the control of all the public moneys.

9. Lord Lansdowne. He is the representativa of the Imperial
Government, and the mediutn of ~l communication therewith. He
opens and prorogues Parliament, ete,

n

To the Editor of the CANADA St100L JOURNAL

Allow me space for a brief reply to * H's” letter in the Question
Drawer of May 1st. He has pointed out my error in saying that
any number of correct answers could be obtained for the problem
under discussion. It is true that only ane answer satisfies the con-
d:tions of the problem. Nevertheless the point of my criticisin is
not atfected by this oversight. My contention was, and is stil,
that none of the four solutions in the JOurNAL of March 1st reach
the conclusion that the mwman does twice as much work in a day as
the boy by lngical reasoning. In the first three solutions given this
fact is assumed with scarcely an attempt to show on what ground
the assumption is made. The writer of Solution No. 4 shuws an
appreciation of the point of difficulty in the problem, but trips in
his reasoming.  Taking the first b from his 1st series does not make
the two serics similar, for it can easily be shown that the 1st series
must end with b, and the 2nd withm. In either case, at the end
of any ¢ren number of days the samo work would be dono, therefore
the work must bo finished in an odd number of days; and there-
fore, when the buy docs the first day's work, the boy must also have
the last day in which to finish the work. So also, when the man
takes the first day, ho must likewise finish the work on the last day.
It remains to be shown that the boy will, of necessity, require the
whole of the last day to finish the work, or that the man will finish
it in exactly half of the lastday. By x process of “ guessand trial”
one may easily conviuco oneself that this is true, but it iz quite
another thing to obtain tho fact by reasoning from the data of the

problem.
T. W. S., Langiord.
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Litevarp Chit-Ahat,

Teachers’ Assotiations,

A series of cssays, by the author of *‘ Recreations of w Country
Parson," will shortly be published by Randolph & Co., New York.

“‘The Peasant and the Prince,” by Harriet Martineau, with
notes, will bo published in June by Ginn & Cn., of Boston, as one
of their admirabloe series of Classics for Children.

Mathew Arnold, of England, is coming to the United States this
month, and will give one address, ** A Last Word About America,”
in three or four of the leading citics,

Mr. Grant Allén, who has attained some celebrity as a writer of
fiction and of popular scientific books in England, is about to
recruit his health at his father’s house, near Kingston.

Students and scholara will be interested in learning that a trans-
lation of the, ** Politics of Aristotle,” by the well.kncwn classical
i}cholar, Professor Jowett, has just been published at the Clarendon

ross,

Ginn & Co,, of Boston, are to publish, July 1st, ‘“Plutarch’s
Lives," edited by Edwin Ginn, in their series of Classics for Chil-
dren; also ¢ Gulliver's Travels,” edited with notes for achools,
about same dute.

Dr. Lyman Abbott lins prepared a new hook on the life and carcer
of John B. Gough, entitled, * Platform Echoes, or Living Truths
for Head and Heart.” It will be published by subscription by A.
D. Worthington & Co., Hartford, Conn .

D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, have just published Dr. Paul
Radestacks ** Habit aud its Importance in Education.” an essay in
Pedagogical Psychology, translated by F. A. Caspari, and with an
introduction by G. Stauley Hall, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology
and ®Pedagogy, John Hopkins University.

Rev. E. P. Roe has, it appears, temporarily ubandoned fiction
and is devoting his pen to agricultural and horticultural disquisi-
tions. In‘the June number of Harper’s Magazine, ho gives sume
practical advice in regard to the enjoyment of * The Home Acre,”
dwelling particularly on the cultivation of grapes, peaches and
plums,

*The number of prettily printed and utterly twaddling little Looks
of thyme brought out in these days, says the New York T'riluue, is
aomething calculated to rouse the most stolid reviewer to freuzy.
What literary America particularly needs is a achool of critics who
will promulgate the doctrine that, while commanplace prose can be
patiently, if sadly, endured, commonplace verse is criminal, and has
no appointed niche in the cconomy of nature and life.

D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, will publish about June 1, anewand
cnlarged edition of *Common Mincrals and Rocks,” by W. O.
Crosby, Assistant Professor of Mineralogy and Lithology, Mass.
Inatitute of Technology. The addition is nearly equal in amount
to the original baok, aud is on the subject of Petrology. Itis
illustrated by forty fizures, which add very materially to the clear-
ness and value of the text. This little volume is not merely a guide
to teachers, but it is also a simple and logical presentation of the
leading facts and principles of structural geology, and is well
adapted for class usc.

Vols. III. and IV. of “Italy and Her Invaders,” by Thom:s
Hodgkin, Feilow of University College, London, and Hen, D.C.L.
of Durham University, have just been i:sued at the Clarenden
Press, Oxford. Vol. I1I. treats of the Ostrogoth Invasion, and
Vol. IV. of The Imperial Restoration.

A revised edition of Sir John Fortescue's ¢ Governanco of
England, or, The Difference between an Absolute and a Limited
Monarchy,” by Charles Plummer, M.A., is anncunced. * The
Theory of the State,”” by I. K. Bluntschli {(authorized English ver-
sion) ; *“Selected Homilies of ‘Elfric,” edited by Henry Swecet,
M.A. (tho first of & series of Rudini; Primers containing extracts
from Old English) ; *‘Hints and Helps for Latin Elegiacs,” by H.
Lge-Warren, M. A, late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge ;
“ Byron's Childe Harcld,” with notes, by H. F. Tozer, M.A. ;
* The Andria of Terence,” with notes, by C. E. Freeman, M.A.,
and Rov. A_ Sloman, M.A. ; Book 1. of ** Ovid's Tristia,” byS G.
Owen, B.D., are amongst other late publicativns of this prolific
presa. A work of peculiar interest to Oriental achulara will be the
*‘ Fragmenta Herculauensia,” a descriptive catalogue of the Oxford
copies of the Herculancan Rolls, together with the texts of several
papyri, accompanied by facsimiles, edited, with introduction and
notes, by Walier Scott, M.A., Folluw of Merton College, Oxford.

West Vicroria.—Met in Woodville on the 6th and 7th of May.
The attendance of teachers was Inrge, and the interest manifested
throughout showed this to be ono of the most successful conventions
yet held in West Victoria.  Messra, J. J. Tilley, L.M.S,, and J. H.
Knight, Inspector of Kast Victoria, were present. Mr. H. Reazin,
Eresident, occupied the chair. After the roll was called, Mr. Reazin
gave an interesting address on ‘‘Entrance Examinations,” contrasting
the standing of High Schools hefor e these examinations were held with
the present standing.  Mr, McFarlane took his subject *Geography.”
He pointed out the necessity of teaching the geography relating to our
own country firat, then that of the Mother Country. He was followed
by Mr. Ross, who read a neatly arranged paper on ¢‘School Manage-
went.” He gave mauy useful hints to teachers commencing work ins
new school. Interesting discussions followed cach subject. At 1.30
pan. convention re-asscinbled to trausact business. Election of
officcrs:—President, Mr. Reazia; vice-president, Mr. Pomeroy ; sec-
retary-treasurer, L. Gilchrist; managing committee, Messrs. Biugham,
McFarlane, Ross, Morris, and Rennie; auditors, Messrs. Atkinson and
Pearce. On motion it was decided that the next convention be held at
Fenelon Falls some Thursday and Friday in SeEtember, to be decided
by the Manaying Committee. Mr. Weir was asked to take his subject
“Algebra.”  He gave some neat solutions of questions involving sym-
metry from a paper sct for third class examination. An interesting
discussion followed, Mr. Tilley gave an cxcellent lecture on ¢ Fitch,
chap. IV." 1le took *“discipline ™" as the bavis of his remarks. He re-
garded *“expulsion  as almost uunecessary, and recommended kindness
to win the *“good will of a refractory pupil. In the evening Mr.
Tilley delivered a public lecture in the Spencer Hall on the subject
 Plea for National Education.” The hall was comfortubly filled, and
the lecturer listened to with wrapt attention. Selections of vocal and
instrumental inusic were rendered by some of the tecachers and others
present.

Second Day.—At 9 a.m. convention re-assembled.  In the absence
of Mr. Morris, Mr. Robertson, of Caxapa SchooL Jooryair, Toronto,
kindly consented to tuke the subject *‘Music.” He gave a brief ex-
planation of the Tonic Sol-fa system. Mr. Mcllvaney was asked to
take his subject “ Physics.” e showed the progress made in this im-
portant subject, and gave many hints as to the best methods of teaching
it in Public Schools. ~ Mr. Tilley next gave a practical Jesson to a class
on **Developing Fractions ” He illustrated hie method of teaching
this subject by meaus of objects and allowed the class to do the work.
Mr. Knight, Inspestor of East Victoria, followed with an intercsting
lecture on ‘*Music.” He recommended that music be a chief factor in
the excrcises of the school. alro that the sclections made be such as have
a good moral attached, His lecture was nicely illustrated by selections
on the orgau. Mr. Tilley next took the platform and delivered an ex-
cellent address on **The Aims of the Teacher.,” He held that the
teacher should ever have before him aims that wonld tend to clevato
the minds of the children of the section in which he teaches, Head-
vised teachers to visit the parents, to keep them interested in school
work. After a vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Tilley and Mr.
Kuight for their valuable assistance the convention aljourned,

H. Rraziy, President.
L. Giwenust, Sccretary,

Nortit Gower.— The first mceting of the North Gower and Marl-
borough Teachers’ Local Institute was held in the Public Schoal building
at North Gower village, on May 14 and 15.  On the whole, the attend-
ance was much larger, in propartion, than at the County Associations,
and considering the lusy season, the attendance of visitors was also
large. The papers read were of 2 high order, equal to those genenally
produiced at county meetings, and clicited warm and interesting discus-
siun thronghout. In fact, the mecting was a real success, and demone
strated the expedicncy of holding local institutes.  Mr. Snitle, P. S. 1.,
Carleton County, took an active partand contributed very much towauds
the suceess of the meeting.  The President, Mr. J. I, Moffa:t, read an
cxcellent paper on ‘‘The Impottance of Physical Education.” The
following resolution was carried unanimountly : “* Tu tho opinion of ¢this
Association, more attention ahounld be given to the physical training of
the pupils in our schools.” Mr, J. V. Beaman gave an interesting and
well-written paper on Primary Science—*¢ The Chicf Forces in Nature.”
Rov. R. Stewart, B.A., of North G wer, gavo a very appropriate and
forcible address, A succesaful concert, for the henetit of the Associa-
tion, was held in the evening.  On the moraing of the sccond day, after
routine Lusiness was completed, Mr. R. Acton read an able and sngees-
tive paper on **The Responsibility of the Teacher.” The following
question, which evoked warm di jon, was proposed by Mr. Snirle,
**In hotw far is the Teacher R nsilile for Irregularity, Untidiness,

and Irmorality ?” Miss Lucy A. Hume, in a well-prepried paper,
outlined a practical and orthodox method for teaching Geography. In

I!hc aftcrnoon, an admirable paper on **The Arrangement of a Tine
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‘Table for an Ungraded School ** was given by Miss rene Watson.  Rev.
8. Daw, of North Gower, gave an cloguent metaphysical essay on
* Mental Development.” The oflicers eleeted for the ensuing year ave,
President, R, Acton, North Gower; Vice-UPresident, Alex. Mellraith,
Marlborough : See.-Treas., J. H. Maftazt, Manotick ; Managing Com.
mittee, the above named ofticers and Messes, . Mackey and J. Pelton,
The meeting closed by singing ** God Save the Queen,”
W, I Ginsox, Sceretary,

Literarp Rebicws.

Tz Stenry oF Russia. By M. E. Benson,
Rivingtons, Waterloo Place, London.

The presentation of dry details in what is styled *“the geography
lesson” is never a successful method of teaching a knowledge of other
countries, and the effect of such teaching is generally most depressing and
distastefnl.  Enlivened by the leading facts in the history of a coun_
try; graplic description of its surface; interesting accounts of the dress,
manners, customs, and habits of its inhabitants, and ancedotes about some
of its prominent personages, the geography lesson will be looked to as the
brightest in the course.  The book before us is one of a series having that
end in view; and, as it is written in conversational style, the information
conveyed assumes the form of story which has a charm and attractiveness
icresistible to children,  "Lhe itlustrations are good and numerous, and the
binding is strang und pretty. The other books of the scries are:=—=The
Story of Narway, by Charlutte 8. Stduwick: ‘The Story of Switzerland, by
Theresa Melvills Lea: The Story of spain, by Jults I Hualey 5 The Story
of Dewmnrk, by Charlotte S. Sudgwick, aml The Story of Holland, by
Isabel Don.

Crassics ror Cmuonrex,  Gian f Company, Doston.

‘The recent dditions w0 this now fanons series are:—* A Child's Ver-
gion of Eszop's Fables, with a supplement containing Fables from Lia Fou-
taine and Rrilof,” by J. H. Stickuey; Scott’s “ ¢ ahsman,edited by Dwight
Hlbrook, with a preface by Charlotte M. Yonge; and Scott's * Guy Man-
nering,” with a historieal introduction by Charlotte M. Younge. This series
is iutended to be a froitfal and pleasant course of snpplementary re wing
for pupils of various grades, and the houks are gotten up in that ueat and
serviceable style for which the pubhisbers are noted  In the cdition of
Scott's works there arcample notes explanatory of the Sceottish dinlect,
which reader the text intelligaible to chldren. The typo is of thesize
approved by the Faculty.

Crown 8Svo; 3s. 6d.

Tur Fusr Sters 1x Nuvaper.  Teachers' edition. By G. A, Went.
worth, A.M., Professor of Mathematics in Fhillips Exeter Academy, and
E. M. Reeq, Prineipal of Traming School at Plymouth, N.H. Giun . Co.
Bos:on.

Modern ideas as regirds tho teaching of arithmetic are apparently in
favor of the simplification of the simple. The progress ** from the kunown
to the unknown ™ may be made tedious and wearisome to both teacher and
pupil, and it is possible that the-continual counting of splints, shoe pegs,
or pebbles mey be crrried so far that the principles of numbers may be ab.
sorbed in thas kind of material. In thus Wook the exercises are such as
should suggest themsclves to auy primary teacker who knows her business
and are very good t gave idexs of numbers to beginuers, but beyond a cer-
tain stage the exeecises become insipid from sameness aud simplicity, It
is intended that the work given should extend over four years in school;
our expericiee is that in one year the gronnd might be effectively covered,
except the chapters on per centage, which may be deferred to the third
year. Fractions are taught intaitively with the integral numbers from thoe
beginning, and we commend the principle.  Tho object of the book is “ to
provide teachers with a record ot the work done in nawmber in the primary
rchools.” The objective method of exhibiting numbers is well presented,
and were it not that the questions are generally of a nature that reguires
little cnergy of mind—even with very younyg children—we would feel in.
clined to recommend the use of the book.

The Papil's Edition, price 35 cents, preseats a number of easy exer-
cises such as are usually given by the primary teacher on the blackboard.

Pricricat. Erocttion. By J. W. Shoemaker, A M. 300 pages: price
81.25%.  The Nutwonal Sehnol of Elocntion and Oratory, Philadelphia.

This book appears in new forn, enlarged by the addition of about 100
pages. It is a camprehiensive treatment of the whole subject of elocution,
g ving bricf cousideration to all the topics bearing upon nxtaral expression,

Much of the so-called elocution of the present day is strained, false, over
reached, unnatural; and grimace and extravagant gesture are brought in
a3 aids to mtensify the growling, shouting, aud shrickiag that pass paiufally
a8 eloeution in this nmeteenth century. Using the forcible langhago of
common sense, Professor Shoomaker, in his preface, direets attention
prounuently to * e study of & nafural gpeech as rovealed by conversa-
tion””  “Epoken language finds its original and simplest forms in conver-
sation.” e urges (page 186) that * the study of elocution is the study of
the highest natural expression,” and keeps this in view in all the execllent
pritzeiples laid down in this valuable book. ‘The selections for veading or
recitation are choice and appropriute; the Exercises in Articulutior and
Hints on Voice Sounds ave good and instructive, and the chapters on
Eapression and Gesture are the best wo have yei seen on the suigect.
Teachers will find this book vary valuable, as the Outline of Methods in-
structs it plins for texching reading successfully to classes of every vvide-
Clergymen also will find in it many hints as regards the reading of xered
writings.  We heartily commend this usceful book; no teacher should be
without it.

Onrsrony.  An Oration by Rev. Henry Ward Beecher.  Natiowal
School of Qratory, Philadelphia, Pa.

This is one of the renowned prescher's happiest efforts, and will he
perused with delight. It shows the need of a corvect expression of lan.
guage; the importance of clegance in the choice of lauguage, and is in
itself an exemplification of the power and pathos at the will of a cultured
spe Ker.

Stepes 1N Geyerar, Histony., By Mary D. Sheldon, formerly Pro.
fessor of History in Wellesley College and ‘Teachier of History in Oswego
Normal School, XX, D. C. Heath & Company, Boston. Price §L75.

'This bouk is not a history in the usual acceptance of the termn; itisn
collection of historical materials, from which the student may gatiger lead-
juz ideas of ovents aud forks their own judgment of the people who oceu-
pied tho several countries from the beginuing of history. It is a work of
35,6 pages, with 10 good illustrations aud 28 mape, The prominent points
of lustory are well brought out, and the extracts iustrative of the progress
of civilization give a peealiar interest to thebook.  ‘This being u “students’
cdition,” there ix, at the cud of each chapter, & series of questions as a
study for review, bearing on the substance of the text. .

Maxzuan Trusinag v Epverrion, By James Vila Blake.  Charies 11
Kerr « Co., 173 Dearborn Strect, Chicago. Prive 25 cents.

Few persons take into accouut the amount of their education that ic
done after they have left school, inuch of which wmight have been learned
while attending school if the means existed in these institutions. Lhe
cducation of the hand shonld keep pace with the development of the mind,
for the wellare of the nation depends on the one as much as the other.
This priuciple is recognized in kindergarten schools and in the importance
of Drawing as n branch of school study. Beyond these, at the present
time, there is no manual training taught that will be of beuefit to the futwie
artisan.  He has to learn that while he is forgetting much of what he spent
s0 mauy important yems in school in acquiring.  “The schools of the near
frture may remmedy this defect, as there ix a feeling growing rapidly in faver
of techuical education, and those who are forming opinions on this impore
tant matter would do well to read the above named exectlent pamphlet on
the subject. Our girls leave schoul with & smattering of overy branch of
leamning, but with no knowledge by which they can carr. their daily bread,
except teaching; and our boys are fitted for the overcrowded professions
only, with wdeas so far above honest handicraft that they despise their
fathers” trades that helped then to attin w0 a much covewd but false
position in socicty. The artisan must be cducated, and education must
make the artizan.

Three samples, assorted srades, of Ontlario
Artist Pencils sent by mail on receipt of Ten
Cents. Address—1W. J. GAGE § Co.

See special offer for June. SCHOOL
JOURNAL to end of year and * Prize Prob-
lems” sent for 50 Cents.



