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Christmas Customs.

Our Christmastree we get from Gernany. |

Perhaps the poetic idea of making spruce and tir
bear fruit out of kind and season to brighten the
dulness of wintry howrs, may be taken from a
legend of the times of Thor and Odin, but it more
probably has its origin in medieval pageantrey.
We have taken it from Germany, und that but re-
cently, for sixty years ago it was u custowm uhe
kuown in England.
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S. T. Coleridge, in describing a visit to Germany
in 1826, gives 2 graphic account of the Christinas.
tree custom, as one of which he had never before
heard, ‘and veculiar to the German people. Tt

came to America with the German settlers of Penn: !

sylvania, who kept up the custom decades before
the descendants of the Puritans adopted it.

The custom of gift-giving comes to us from a
legend of medisval Italy. St. Nicholas,  bishop of
the church in the fourth century, inherited a large
fortune, all of which he gavo away in charity—

" dowaring portionless maidens and aiding poor child. '
ren. A legend which telis how the good bishep
restored to life three children that had been mure
dered, caused him to be regarded as the patron
P snint of chiidven, and it soon became the custom
for the elder members of the family to give little
| gifts of toys or swectmeats to the livtle ones on the
of St. Nicholas' day, which was Decembier 6.
In southern ltaly this is still one of the great fusti- ¢
"vals of the year, and far wore pre-cminently the !

Gve

{ w also, and as this was generally suspended by
the huge, open tireplace, the story that the saint
made his entrance through its cavernous mouth
followed very naturally.

The addition of the sleigh and the reindeer was
also neeessary to explain satisfactorily to the children
sow the saint could visit all the citivs of the low-
lands in the short space of a single night.

Krise Kringle is often spoken of as the German
Santa Claus, but this is an error.  Kriss Kringle
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i children’s day thore than Christmas. It is easy w
iscc how this festival, falling so near to that of the

nativity, became in most instances o be combined
with it.

Santa Claus is only St. Nicholas in Helland
Vspeech,  The saint who in Ttaly—the home of his
birth—was a man of tall aud imposing presence,
became in tho Deutsch legend short-legged aud
pot-bellicd, and the necessitics of the climate sup-
plicd his garments of fur.

Hanging up ths stocking was a Netherland cus-
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is a corruption of Christ Kindlein, or the Christ-
child, and is derived from a wholly different
legend, which describes the Saviour in the guise
of n little child bringing gifts to the little ones
ou the anniversary of his birth #s a human in-
fant. This legeud the poetic Germans allied with
their Christmas-tree, and have always prcfcrre.d it
to the old, fat Santa Claus of Holland, with his
Christmas stocking and his reindeer.

Tugy that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
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“No Room for Them at the 1an.”
BY EBLLA A. SMALL,

No room in Bethlehem’s crowded inn
For the infant Christ to le,

Though hevalded by shining ones,
Who greeted him from the sky :

No hume threw apenats friendly doors
T'o weleotne n Saviour born,

Thouuh heaven rejuiced, and angels sang
Fheirprinse in the carly morn,

No room in the inn for the Prince of Peace,
Thoagh o budhant moving star
Announeed his bicth on Judea’s plain
To thuse who camo from afar
To kneel with their offerings at his fect,
And worship with gitts and gold
The holy Child, in s lowly place,
By prophiets so lung foretobd,

No reom -for he came in humble guise,
And nat with a gorgeons tein

No toval pageantiy or show
Uslicted ints coming 10 men,

Opening lus exos in aomanger rade,
Fit prelude of days to come.—

For the bitds have warm nnd coxy nests,
But the Saviour had no home

No room for the Christ who came 10 save
A workl enshirondad in sing
No room how it echoes wdown the yearse
For the Son of God wattan,
No roum for him whe brougit to man,
Throagh the Father's wondrous love,
‘The hope of & changeless, better life
With him in o home above,

No room for Jesus ! O can it he
That e loved us so much in vain?
Can we close our hearts to his pleading voice,
While he waits, and ealls again ?
No room ¥ While ho listens to hear us speak
T 1eaponse to his loving call,
Do we say, I know thou wouldst enter in,
hut I have no room at all?
O blessed Christ 1 Thy mercy and graze
Jre as Hmitless as the sea;
Lt thy Spirit incline uy now to say,
There i room in my heart for the !
Make room for Jesus & to all we cry 3
Hix friendship is constant and truc,
And waen he gathers his prople home,
He will have a welcome for you.

Christmas Time.

Toe origin of the festival of Chruistinas is at-
tibnted to Pope Telesphorus, who died am, 133,
amd it was tirst celebrated in the months of April
and May. 1o the fourth century, Pope Julius 1.
erdered an investigauon to be made concerning the
day of Christ’s nativity, and the theologians to
whom the natter was referred united in agreement,
tixing the day upon the 23th of December.

This day was chosen as a sort of compromise ;
for it is certain that the archives of Rome were
not adsays authentic. However, the decision was
uniformly aceepted, and from that time the Nativiy
has been celebrated thronghiout the Ghureh on the
T truth i3, that the day of Chaists
nativity is not known boyoud peiadventare, and,
indeed, prominent Jewish writers aver that the
birth took place in the uoddle of the night.,

Chrisunas day has always been considered in the

same day.

double ight of a holy commenoration anl a cheer-
ful festival.  Durmg the Middle Ages, it was cele-
biatad by spectaddes of diamatic mysteries, per-
fornnd by personages in grotesque mashs and out.

sh costumes.  The bishops and clergy joined
with the people in singing cwticles, or earols;
enlivening the seene by dances, music fron guitars,

violiny, tambuours, and organs—each person bearing
in his hand o lighted waper.

Some of the canticles were very aaive o and the
only ancient record of these mediieval carols is a
single leaf, preserved in the Bodlein library, in
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a volume of * Christinasse  Carolles,” printed by
Wynhin de Worde, jn 1521,

The carols of the Welsh are especially celebrated,
and have, as well as the Freneh and German cane
ticles, been collated and published.  The Calabrians
still preserve this custom, by descending from their
mountain homes to Nuples or Rome, chanting their
willd musie ab the shrines of the Virgin Mother.

At midnignt on Christmas-eve, it is the custom
throughout England and the Continent to ring all
the bells,  The chnrches in France and Ttaly are
mgonticently adorned, and a collation provided for
the assembied multitude.

In the Lrotestant distriets of Germany and
Northern Fuvape, Christmas is called the ¢ Chil.
dien’s Festival™ The Christmas-tree, which has
become an institution among us, is of German
origin; and Christmaseve is o voted to giving
presents, especially between parents and children,
brothers and sisters, by wmeans of the so-called
Christinsaares. A large yew bough is ereeted in
one of the parlours, fighted with tpers, and hung
with manifold gifls, each marked with the nawme
of the person for whom it is intended, but not with
the nme of the donor.  The family party being
all assembled, the cadrane are disteibuted amid
Josful congratulations wnd happy romping,  Buy
a more sober scene ensues 3 for the mother takes
this occasion to point out to the daughters, and
the father to the sons, their errors and short-
comings,

Formerly, and stll in Northern CGermany, the
presents made by the parents were sent 1o one
person, who, dressed in high busking, 1 white robe,
a mask, and an enormous flax wig, is called the
Kuecht Rupert. Thus, becoming the bughear of
the children, he goes from house to house, received
with comic pomp and veverence by the parents,
calls for the little ones, and distributes the sifts in-
tended, according 10 the character which is given
them for obedience.

The charming Duteh superstition of Santa Claus,
the rabicund, litte, fur-clad, white-bearded friend
of children, who drives over the housctops on
Christins.eve, with his sleigh full of toys, drawn
by reindeer, and, dropping down the chimneys,
stafls every little stocking  with  presents, still
lingers in the customs of domestic life, if not in its
beliefs [ hope it may be many an age before the
litde stocking ceases to be hung at Christmas-eve
near the chimneypicee, where Santa Claus will be
sute to see it, and to be taken down at daylight
fuli freighted wita gifts.

In Eughwud, Christinns has always been n re
ligious and merry-making festival, without distine.
tion of rank or caste.  The revels begin on Christ-
mas-eve, and used 10 continve —in old times—till
Candlemas  (Febroary 2ud), every day buing a
holiday till the twelth night (January G, I
the houses of nobles, a ““lovd of misrale,” or *abbut
of unreason,” was appointed, whose oliice it was
to “mahe the ravest pastimes to delight the be
holder.” s dominion lasted from Ail-hallow Eve
(October 31st) till Candlemas,

The larder was always stocked with capons,
hens, turkeys, geese, ducks, beef, mutton, venison,
pork, puddings, pics, nuts, plums, sugar, and honey
—the tenants being entertained in the hall, and
thelord of the manor encouraging everything con-
ducive to wirth,

The ¢« yule log,” or Christians block, was placed
upon the fire, and eapected to last until Candle
The tine was passed in wassail 3 wogéther

S,
with music, conjuring, viddles, hot cockles, fool.
plough, snap dragon, rvepartees, and forfeits, . The
favourite dish nnd pidee e résistance was a soused
bhoat's head, borne to the table, with great so

lemnity, upon a silver platter. ‘The tradition is,
that this custcan originnted at Quedn’s College,
Oxford, in commemoration of the valour of a
student who, while promenading, absorbed in Aris.
totle, being suddenly attacked by a wild boar,
rammed the volume into the throat of the nggres.
sor, erying ¢ Gracum est,” till he had fairly choked
the beast to death.  The custom is still observed at
Queen’s Coliege, where the dish is hrought in to the
chant of an old half-Latin ditty :—
“ Capnl apro defiro

Reddens tades Domino,

Tho bore’s head in hande bring I

With garlands gay, and rosemary ;

I pray you all synge merrily, .

Qui estis in convivio.”

The custom of devorating houses and churches
with evergreens, is derived from ancient Druid
practices, The holly, ivy, rosemary, bays, laurel,
and mistletoe, were the favourite trimmings, and
never removed il Candlemas.  Chaplets of these
were worn about the head, and  “kissing under
the rose,” and “whispering under the mistletoe,”
are allusions to this practice,

But the old customs in England have lost their
primitive chameter; the gambols and carols are
nearly gone by; family reunions and evergreen
decorations Leing nearly all that remain of the old
festivities,

The way in which our forefathers celebrated this
day may be imagined by reading the folllowing
deseriptive lines te—

“¢ On Christinng-cve the bells were rung
Un Christinas-eve the mass was sung ;
That only night in all the year
Saw the stoled priest the chalice rear.
Then opened wide the baron’s hall,

To vassal, tenam, serf, ard all;

Power laid his rod of rule aside,

And Ceremony dofied hiy pride.

The heir, with roses in h:s shoes,

That night might village partner choose.

All hailed with uncountrolled delight

And general voice, the happy night,

That, o the cottage as the crown,

Brought tidings of salvation dowa.

Eugland was merry England when

Old Christins brought his sports again,

A Christmas gambol oft would cheer

A poor man's heart throughout the year.”
-]

Companion Pictures.

Avottigr handseme reminder of the continued
enterprise of the Youtl's Companion, the favourite
family paper, has come to us in the form of a
Coloured Announcement Card, printed in fourtcen
colours. It is folded in the centre, and has on
either cover companion pictures.

Spring is represcrued as a beautiful maiden who
is rc-wrning through the tields, her hands filled with
trailing arbutus—that delicate spring flower which
grows so plentifully in many localitics. On the
companion page, the farmer’s daughter 1s pictured

coming through the harvested grain, carrying a
well-filled pitcher wad basket.  The beaver of the
noenday lunch is a weleome sight to the hungry
reapers.  The interior of the card contains an areay
of authors and articles for the coming +olumne un-
surpassed by any paper.

This beautiful cad is only an indieation of the
great enterprise of Zhe Companiim, which has made
it a National Family Paper, with wore than 130,000
subseribers.  Nowhere can there be obtained so
miuch entertainment and instruction for so little
money (only SL75 a yeary.

If you subscribe now, you will receive the paper
free to January Ist, 1890, and for a full year from
that date,

The publishers otfer ta send specimen copies and
this Coloured Announcement Card free.  Address
ZThe Youtlh’s Gompanion, oston, Mass,

—————— e &%
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A Child’s Question.

Sy wan gitting in the twilight,
With her darling on her knee

And the little one was telling,
In her happy childish glee,

How she thought, *’cause it was snowing,
That the Christiag-tine was near,

And of all the lovely presents
That "twould bring to her this year.”

And the Joving mother notized
All he baby's winning ways,

As she talked of joys expected
In the coming holiduys,

Suddenly the child was silent,
And theroom was still again;

Well ghe knsw some puzzling question
Vexed the buby’s busy brain,

All at once the wee ene’s query
Scemed to pierce the twilight gray:
« Mamma, why do we have Christinas?
What is Christzng, anyway 27

And the mother's look was tender,
And her voice was soft and low,

As she answered : ¢ *T'iy the birthday
Of the Christ-child, dear.  You kuow

“The old story—~~how the shepherds
Found the baby where ho lay,

In a cave upon the hill-side,
Resting on a bed of hay

« And the three wise kings, to find him,
Travelled jong, and travelled far

From their homes in distant countries,
Guided by w moving star 3

« Aud the star by night did lead them
Over desert. field, and hill,

Tall at last. nbove the hill-gide,
Oer the cave it stood quite still ;

« And the three wise kings there found him,
Baby Kiug, » few days old:

Aud they gave him precions presents,
Frankincense and myrrh and gold.,

« And now, e'er since that birthday,
Many bundred years ago,
Weve remnembered Christ and kept i,
Called it Chyistmas, as you know.”
For » toment there was silence
As the muther ceased to speak s
Then she felt the softest kirees
Pressed in love upon her cheek,

Aud two baby arms cavessed her,
And she hieard a sweet voice say

o Mammn, yon all give me presents
Evry year on my birfday,

« Aud each year you give such lovely
"Fhings to ev'ry one: don’t you?
Why, 1 tng is Jesu' nrfday,
Dou't you give hamn presents too? "

Startled by the baby's question,
Through the mother s und there flew
Visions of the comimg Uhnstinas,
All shic’d thougit and planned to do 5

Of the many vostly presents
For ner loved ones ahe fiad bought,
And titere wat not one for Josus,
With the vision came the thought

That **« httlc ehid ai:all lead them.”
Was her baby leading her?

Did the kings in far-off nges
Sring bim perfumes, golid, and myrrh?

And should she on his birthduy
Yor him vothing give or do”
Still the laby’s voice repeated,
« Caw't we give him presents tou?”

And the mother, v her sanow,
Felt her heart with gladuess fili,

And sho kiswed the little pleader,
Munin'ring softly, ** Yea, we wiil.”

Py

Way are jokes like nuts? Why, because the
drier they are the botter they crack.

How a Christmas Card Saved a Life.
BY M. L. DEMAREST.

Merry Christmas time was drawing near. and |
wanted some pretty illuminations to give nway, 80
1 went onie morning to 150 Nagsau Street, where
T knew I should find a beautiful variety.
While I was looking over a multitude of mot-
toes, and making wy choice, [ noticed n lady near
nie, apparently bent on the same crrand, After o
fow minutes, as she seemed unable to find what she
was sceking, T asked her if there were any amony
those I had chosen which she particularly liked.
She thanked me pleasantly, and said she had
selected all she wished except one, and she felt
pretty sure of finding it among the unassorted
cards, for it had bheen published, she thought, by
the Tract Society only the year before.
“ [t is one with purple punsicﬁ—hearh’s case, you
know~-and the verse,
« Casting 1l your care upon Him, for e careth

for you.'
{ want it for a special use,” she said; and then
added, impulsively, «Those words saved a life—a
soul—last Christypas.  You don’t wonder they are
precious !”
Then, in a few words, she gave the outline of
the story of one who had, through terrible trinls,
lost faith in human love, truth, and honour; and,
worst of all, in his misery, had made shipwreek of
his faith in God.
« It was Christmas-day. e started to leave the
house with the full purpose of committing suicide.
The children were just cowming home from a
Sunday-school Christmas-tree, eager and happy
with their pretty presents. Ile stole out through
a room from which they had passed, so that no one
might see him leave the house. Lying on the
floor, just where he must step to cross the thresh-
was a card, with purple pansies, and the

old,
him, for he

words, ¢ Casting all your care upon
carcth for you.

s Startled, thrilled to his soul, he could not pass
by that wmessage from heaven facing him, as if to
drive him back from his wicked, cowardly purpose.
Faith in God and his love came back, and with it
came courage and strength to take up the heavy
burden of a bruised and shattered life. -God did
carve for him, and was a very present help in
trouble.”
The story touched me deeply, and has often ve-
curred to me since, though 1 have never secn the
Indy again, and know nothing further of the cir-
cutistances. It always comes back with special
force whenever 1 have to choose Scripture verses to
give away. Since we have the promise, “My
rightly ask God's peculiar blessing on these little
messengers, which go to so many homes we may

never enter?

ing on that very message.

her chilled fingers should

to me so strangely.

poor, troubled heart, assuring him of the faithful

word shall not return unto me void,” may we not

L could not help thinking that. perhaps, some |are joining in this scene of rejoicing? Perhaps
ono had been praying in secret ” for God's bless

The hand of God was so clearly in it all, auiding
the choice of the text, providing that this one and
1o other should be given to the little child ; that
carvy it safely through
the streets, and then drop it at the very mowment,
and in thg only place, where it would save a life,
that it scemed to me that it would be to 1lis honour
to repeat the story of Uis loving care, which came

May it be o Father's message to some other

noss of 1lim who * will not suffer us to bo tempted | of Christ » gift of untold worth.
above that we arc able, but will with the tempta-
tion make a way of cscape, that we way be able to

May it remind him of OQue who was “wounded for
our transgressions,” and on whose tender, human
heart, we may to-day cast all our sing and our
sorrows and our cares, and bo sure that he will eare
for us.

P
*

The Transferred Sheaves.—A Christmas
l.egend.
BY JAMES BUCIKHAM,

Two neighbours, blessed with a suflicient store
For winter's pressing need, amd somewhat more,
Determined (cach suspecting not his brother)
They'd make a gift of sheaves unto cach other.

The first ono said : ** My neighbour John is poor -

No prattling children play about his door:

T'll take, thes, these twelve sheaves for Christinas cheer,
And add them to his havvest of the year.”

The second likewise said : *There’s my poor neighbour,
With ten small mouths dependent on his labour,

'l take these twelve full bundles, sheaf by sheaf,

And hide them with his own on Christas Eve

And so, when o'er the earth with radinnee mild
‘e stars that shane upon the Saviour child
Shone onee again, while angels s above,
Each neighbour paid his debt of Christmas Jove.

‘T'he morning broke; and each, as oft before,

Went forth for that day’s portion of his store,
When lo ! each saw the sheaves which he had given
Unto his brother, full restored by heaven!

*

Christrnas.

Prruars there is no season in all the weary
march of years so franght with happiness for all
clussos ns this mid-winter holiday. The hearts of
the aged seem to grow young again, and the young
wnin higher and brighter heights of pleasure and
enjoyment.

Clouds and sulness flee away at the coming of

summer glory in the midst of winter's gloom.  The
voices of sorrow are hushed, as the joybells ring
out in their silvery sweetness. The dark powers
of anguish and despair are for once held in cheek
by the invisible chain of silver and gold. Glad
songs and floating melody come over the tranquil
waters, where méaning tempests have lingered so
long. Sweetness, beanty, and sunshine, all mingle
lovingly together, to make up the crowning glory
of the day.

Who can tell'the sceret of this glad day?

Who can point out the invisible power that
makes it so boautitul 7 s it the “ivy green” and
winter flowers twined geacefully together in fantas.
tic forms? Is it the muny otleriugs of friendship
and love? ls it the Chmstmas carol and grand
anthem that float out in beautiful melody? Is it
beeause this glad day comes in the midst of the
wloom and desolation of winter? Is it because all

these things help to render the scene beautiful, yet
they o not constitute the central glory of it.

The sweet love of Chust is the hallowed power
that beautifies the day. The festive houts are
ashered in, in memory of his cuming to redeem the
world, and the joy and gladness of that great day
still flonts down the tide of ages.

There was joy when he came, and there will
ever be glad joy as the Redeemer’s birthday comes
with years. We can well afford to be joyous as
Christmas breaks upon us with its hallowed joys.
We can well afford to bestow our “love-offerings ™
- upon others, when we have received by the -coming

“Oh, royal day! full of brightness aud precious
memories, we will keep thee sacred for ever !~

—Selected.

boar it.”
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Christmas Hymn.
BY MRS W, FAWCETT.

Hanx ! 'tis the song of angels,
How aweet the heavenly strains !
With joy the shepherds listen
On old Judiea’s plains.
The blissful tidings ringing
Wake up each hill and glen ;
‘7o God be highest gloy,
Peace and good-will to men.

"

Come how in adotation
At flethlehem's lowly shrine,
And our glad homage render
To the Christ-child divine ;
Who laid aside his glovy,
\Who left his throne above,
Moved by divine compassion,
Led by redeeming love.

Then join the angels® chorus,
Proclaim the Savious’s birth,
Glory to God forever !
Jesus has come to earth.
Lay your best gifts before him,
Your heart’s devotion bring:
Hail him with hallelujahs,
Our Saviour and our King!

OUR S. S. PAPERS.

PERR YRAR—FPOSTAGK FRER,
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Christmas Day.

LeGENDARY gospels of the early centuries go on
to relate many marvels of the birth at Bethlchem ;
how the cattle kneeled to worship the infant Jesus :
how mysterious splendours blazed in the sky ; how
in his irst lispings the infant of a day made known
the fact of a pre-existent glory, the Son given.

An apocryphal passage describes the solemn awe
of the nativity. The pole of the universe stood
still.  All nature was arrested in its course. Stars
ceased to wheel, winds to blow, birds to fly, rivers
to roll, and the world was thrown into deep amaze.

Jut of this awful vause and hush of Nature we
have no intimation in the New Testament. We
prefer to read the facts of the Incarnation as de-
seribed with idyllic sweetness by the Lord’s Evan-
gelists. It is enough for us to hear the angels sing.
One of the earliest, and now amongst the most
treasured hymns of the Christian Church, Gloria
i Excelsis Deo, is but the angels” anthem set to
music. That song is enshrined in our hearts.

Stately chants of the cathedral choirg, the glad-
ness of Christmas hymns in the worship of all de-
nominations, the joyous carols warch delighted us
in childhood—and never Jose their charm—are but

-

the echo and perpetuation of
that glorious song of old—

“ From angels bending near the
earth
To touch their harps of gold.”

Anancientsuperstition,touch-
ing the popular belief, finds
expression in Shakespeare’s
Hamly—

“ Some say that ever 'gainst that
scason cowmes

Wherein our Saviours hirth is cele.
brated,

The lird of dawning singeth all
night long :

And then, they say, no spirit dares
stir abroad ;

The nights are wholesome, then no
planets strike,

No fairy takes, nor witch hath power
to charm,

So hallow’d and so gracious is the
time.”

N
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Superstition  vanishes with
the fuller 1n.anifestation of the
Light of the world. But the
words of the great dramatist,
put in the mouth of Marcellus,
are the incarnation of a noble
and beautiful iden. The pass.
age has in it the very poetry of
Christmas. Such a subject lends
itseif readily to the imagination,
But, all the same, we recognize
the clement of substantial fact,
‘The morning awakes with music.
Christmas iz in the air. 1t is
everywhere visible in the kindly
spirit and beneficent ministries
of the season. A feeling of
brotherhood is diffused. Peace
and goodwill prevaii. To all
classes, Christmas comes as a benediction.

The precise time of the Saviour’s birth has never
been accurately ascertained. It varied among the
early Oriental churches. By some, the time for
celebrating the fact of the Incarnation was set in
May, and by others in later months. An inquiry
was instituted on the question in the fourth cen-
tury. It resulted in the settlement of December
25th—a substitute for the ancient Roman Saturn-
alia—as the proper time for the observance of this
great festival of the Christian Church.

The exact date of the Advent is not, however,
a matter of serious concern. We know that the
period was one to which all lines of expectation
converged. There was a marvellous coincidence
and correspondence of providential and prophetic
prepaations. 1t was the fulness of time. Legend
and myth had given place to historic certainty.
Prophecy awaited fulfilment. There was a sense
of deep-felt need. Morally and spiritually, human-
ity was at its worst. The world by wisdom knew
not God. But God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son. Jesus came to save. The
manger was lowly enough, but the glory of the
Incarmation was divinely attested. Angels left
their thrones of light to chant on earth their
heavenly song. The star of Bethlehem was seen T
the east.  Wiso men made a long pilggimage across
the grent Syriom desert, to render homage to the
new-born king. «.And when they had opened
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts:
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”

Then, let Christinas have its due celebration ;
not after the fashion and forms of medizeyal times,
but in spirit and manner which befit the purer and
more intelligent Christinnity of this favoured nine-

: //// s

THE TIRST CHRISTMAS.

Christmas peals ; the churches be opened for ser.
vice ; the choirs select their most stivring anthems;
and the wondrous story of Bethlehem be told over
and ove again.

Let homes be brightened with evergreen decora-
tion ; the Christmas-tree brought in for the chil-
dren; Santa Claus cordially welcomed ; family
reunions formed ; and the customary compliments
and gifts of the season be frecly exchanged, Send
back from earth to heaven the echo of the angel’s
song, *“Good will to men” The poor ye have
always with you. There is still a place for offer-
ings of levotion. Tnaxks ne uNTo GOD FOR HIS
UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.— Wesleyan.

A Better Christmas.

Cnrist™As is changing for the better. A new
spirit is being infused into it. Itis not a day of
such thoughtless jollity as it used to be. It is as
cheery as ever, but more thoughtful. 1t is becom-
ing a holy day as well as a holiday. Among the
children, Christ has come to have a place in it
along with Santa Claus or St. Nicholas. It scems
not unlikely that, in time, the Babe of Bethlelicm
will more than rival the elf stocking-filler in their
thoughts, or displace him alogether.  The time was
when the chimney sprite had full possession. And
that was a time when the minds of the children
were taken up entirely with veceiving, Now they
are getting to be equally occupied with giving.

In the Christmas of the past there was » deal of
sclfishness ; in the Christmas of the present there
is the bettor delight of making others happy.

In the Christmas of the past there was boister-
ous merry-muking ; in the Christinas of the present,
amidst all the joy, there is an undertone of thanks-
giving and tender prayer. Christmas fully realized,
means the complete establishment of right relations
Letween heaven and oarth,

teenth century. Let the bells ring out their merry

l
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GRrzistmas Gazof.

BY EBEN K. REXFORD,

Rixa, Chiristmas bells, ring clear and sweet,
\While listening winds for joy repeat,

In far-off corners of the earth,

Your message of a Suvicur’s birth.

Ring out, sweet bells, in glad acemd,
On this, the birthday of our Lord;
Say to the world, on Christinas morn,
+ Rejoice, rejoice ; try King is born LA

Tell of the munger, poor and low,
That cradled, centuries ago,

TPhe child whom wise men fromafar
Came seeking, guided by a star,

0O star that rose o'er Bethlehem's height,
And with strange glory filled the nijhs,
Thou shinest still to lead the way
To Jesus on this Christmas Day !

A Chr’stmas Song.

BY LILIAN GREY.

Tiery's a thrill in the air,
There's a joy in the heart;
There is generous atir
In the home and the mart;
For the Yuletide is with us; make ready to greet
The child of the manger ; 12y gifts at his feet.

No time for complaining,
For envy, or strife;
Let the swift-flying hours
With laughter be rife ;
Put by all forebodings, your murmuring cesse;
All hail Oae that cometh, the bringer of peace.

1f led by false glitter,
You've wandered afar;
Coms back to your loyalty,
Led by the star;
Give up your vain quest and wandering wild,
For the pearl of great price is tho wonderful child.

Ring out the glad carols,
Old strifes put away 3
Deck chapel and church
In his honour to-day ;
Let the great organs tremble with aymphonies grand,
And send the glad tidings all over the land.

Oh, sing, little children!
And sing, young and old 1—
Though the joy of the Christmas
Can never be told—
Bat sing and rejoice, with your banners unfarled,
For the Christ that is come is the hope of the world !

A Christmas Coronation.

In the ancient cathedral of Aix-la-Chappelle,
France, there is 2 tomb of wonderful historic in-
tercst. The traveller thinks of it as he enters the
solemn edifice, and beholds in the dim distance the
chancel oriel burning with mysterious splendours.

«Carlo Magno,” réads the inscription. It is the
tomb of an emperor, ono of the greatest who ever
wore the crown of the Cusars—Charlemagne !

He was king of the Franks, of the peoples of
middle Europe, and the nations of the north. He
conquered the Saxons; and, in tremendous strug-
gles, defeated all foes, until at last the Alps and
the Baltic, the Rhine and the Rhone, were alike
parts of his splendid empire. He conquere’ the
Saracens of the South. He aded crown to crown,
kingdom to kingdom, until Europe lay. at his
feet.

At the Easter festival, in 774, he visited Rome
in splendour. A great procession came out to
rmeet, him, headed by the Pope. The people hailed
him with hallelujahs, the children waved green
branches, the clergy—in princely vestments—sang:

i Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the [P

Lord!”
In the year 800, he was summoned to Rome-

The Cardinals said :

powerful Defender of the Faith with a grand

Christmas gift—the crown of the Roman world.”
The Pope and clergy prepared for Christmas

«Let us honour this most

ceremonies of the most joyous and imposing char-
acter. It was arranged that though Charlemagne
should reach Rome before Christmas, he should
have no knowledge of the coronation that awaited
pun.  The clergy, nobles, and people were to as-
semble. When he should come into the church to
attend mass, and should bow his head to receive
the wafer, then he should be suddenly crowned and
liiled Emperor of the World.

Tt was one of the most poetic events of history.
The Christmas-day came—a Leautiful day out of
the skies of Italy. The Emperor entered the
church in humility, and howed before the altar.
Suddenly, Pope Leo uplifted the crown of the
Roman world, and set it upon his head. There
arose then a grest shout of joy. Clergy and
nobles exclaimed in unison : “ Long live Charles
Augustus, Crowned of God, Emperor of the Ro-
mans!”

Christianity possessed Europe now. The Beth-
tchem Star, shining its eight centuries, lighted all
the lands.

Christmas-Tide.

A7 Christmas-tide the fields ave bare,

A shiver of trost isin the aiv;

‘I'he wind blows keen across the wold,

Goue is the Autumn’s glimmer of gold.

But 1o ! a red rose opeus wide

In the glowing light of the ingle-side—

A rose whose fragrance sweet and far

Is shed at the beaming of Bethlehem'’s star;
And once again the angels sing

That love is heavenand Christ is King.

At Christmas-tide the children go

\Vith dancing footsteps over the snow ;

At Christmas-tide the world is bright

With the sudden splendour that thrilled the night
And made the dawn a shining way,

When first carth awakened to Christmas day.
Ah ! hide your faces, churls and rude,
Fornone have a heart to share your mood.
At Christmas.tide the open hand

Scatters its bounty o'er sea and land,

And none are left to grieve alone,

For Love is heaven, and claims itsown.

At Christmas-tide are chiming bells ;

O 1 silvery clear their cadence swells.

They smite the cold of arctic plains;

They ripple through falling of tropic rains;
In palaces men pause to hear

The wonderful message of peace and cheer;
In lowly huts the peasants pray

With bicssing to God for the happy day :
On every breeze the joy is borne

Around the globe on the Christmas morn;
And loud once more the angels sing

That Love is heaven, and Christ is King.

Littell's Living Age. The numbers of The Living
Age for tho weeks ending October 19th and 26th
have the following contents: Coleridge as a Poet.
Fortnightly Review ; Mrs. Tenton : # Sketch, by
W. E. Norris, Longman’s Magnzone ; Recent Con-
versations in a Studio, by W. W. Story, Black-
wood's Magazine ; A Vagabour (lneen, Gentleman’s
Magazine ; A Few Words to Frish Workers, Nine-
teenth Century; Clouds, Spectator ; Books and
Men, Academy; Mid-Age, Contemporary Review ;
Captain Antonio Rincon, a Study in the Sixteenth
Century, Macmillan's Magazine ; Achille, a Sketch
from the Life, Temple Bar, A Russian Monastery,
Gentleman’s Magazine ; Stowey and Coleridge, Lon-
don Quarterly ; Charles Whitehead, Temple Bar;
A Turkish Land-grabber, Murray's Magazine;
Weeds, Cornhill Magazine ; The Minister of Kin-
drach, conclusion, Murray's Magazine ; The City
of Lhasa, Nineteenth Century ; together with
oetry and miscellany.

For fifty-two numbers of sixty-four large pages
cach (or more than 3,300 pages a year) _the-sub-
scription price (88) is low ; while for $10.50 - the
publishers offer to send any one of the American-
84 monthlies or weeklies with The Living dge for
a year, both postpaid. Littell & Co., Boston, are

the publishers.
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A Christmas Song,.

Frodt ont the scented codar glooms
We biing the plumy pines

From woody ways we bring the green
Of tragrant fan and vine.

And wreathe them here, and twine them there,
With bloom and bernies gay,

Aml in onr hearts and in our homes
Keep green the Christmas day.

From clear and cool Canadian skica
The Christmay joy bells ring

To ved the vhimes of warmer clinies
Gay Christmas enrols sing.

And sweet and clear, from far and near,
Rives out from chnreh and hall

The s aered anthem, oh, so dear,
Peace and good will to 4l

And childien's vifvery voiees glad
Langh ont o greeting gay,

And weof older yoas renew
Our youth on Christmas day.

Weslip the years of care and toil,
Are oths and boys again ;

With j a3 s song and slutsome mirth
We speed the hours, and when

The canl, wray wintry dark shuts down
Aronnd the dickeriny tire,

We wather all, from dnnph-d Dot
In grandma’s aums, to sit

And lesends quaint are told aga.n,
And Chiistmas songy are sang 3
And grandpa tells an old-tnge tale

Of the day when he was young.

Oh ! merry and glad, oh * merry and gay,
We -puml the Christims hours

Till the mornng stars ook down und =mile
On this joyous world of ours.

So wears away the Christmas day,
And when it hours are done,

Ewh et repeats with Tiny Tim,
*God bleas us every one”

L,m !uw "lqmltmtnt

Sunday School Examination Papers.
rovren QuaAnTkEi.

BY MRS, J. BROCK, KINGSTON, ONT.

THE URIBES UNITED U'NDER DAVID.
Lo Whike was David while the Philistines were
et

iy azanst Saul on Mount Gilboa? 2 Sam,

i. 1.

2. What was the result of this battle? 1 Sam.
xxxio 2,8,

3. How did the Amadekate describe the death of
Siai? 2 S 10,

1. How was ne rewarded for his mistaken zeal?
2 Sam L 15,

5. How did David mourn for Jonathan? 2 Sam.
1. 26,

6. Where was David anointed the second time?
32 Sam. i, 4.

7. What message was sent to the men of Jabesh-
gilead 1 2 Sam ii. 5, 6.
8. Who reigned over the rest of the Tsraclites?
2 Saw. i, 3, 9.
9. What became of Tshbosheth? 2
10. How were Rechab and Baanah punished for
this cruel murder? 2 S, iy, i0, 11,
1. What beeame of Abner? 2 Sam. iii. 27.
12, What had S buer done to Asahiel 1 2 Sam. ii.
22, 23.
13. Who were Joab and Asahel? 2 Sam. ii. 18.
I4. Why was not Joab put to death for tho
killing of Abner? Num. xxxv. 26, 27.

Sum, iv. 5.7,

vii, 16,

]TO\I
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15, How did David keep his covenant with
Jonathan? 2 Sam, ix. 9, 10,

16, Whers was David anointed the third time ?
2 Nam, v, 3,

17 What great fortress was taken from the
Jebusites? 2 Sam, v, 6,7,

13, Who helped David to build a beautiful house
at Jerusalem? 2 Sam, v, 11,

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.

19, How was the ark earried from  Kirjath.
Jearim towards Zion? 2 Sam. vi.

20. How did it come to be in Kigjath-jearim?
1 Sam, vii. 1, 2,

21 How had it come to Bethshemesh?

12-1 4

22, How did the Philistines get the ark in the
tirst place? 1 Sam iv, 10, 11,

23 Wit happened to Uzmnh?

21 Why did God smite Uzzab ?

"
D,

1 San.

2 Som. viL T,
Num. iv, 15.

% Where wag the ark left at this thme?
~am, vl 10,
.’(v‘ What better arrangements were made for

Obed-edom 1

maving the arvk from the house of
1 Chron. xv, 12, 13, 15,

3 3

27. Where did the priests place the ark this

timel 2 Sam. vi. 17,
THANKSCIVING PRAYER,
28 Are we all commanded to give thanks?

I Thess, v 18,
20, How does David acknowledge his own little-

ness {2 Nam, vil. 18,

30 God's merey and gooduess? 2 Sam, vil 21,

Sl God's greatness 2 San vii, 22,

32, And  Iseael’s  greatness because of God’s
presence? 2 San, vik, 23,

33, What great promise was made to David's
family if they would keep God’s laws? 2 Sam.

31, How was this promise \\'ith(lr.u\'n beeause
thev did not keep God's lnws?  Jer. xliv, 2, 3,

35, What is said of the reign of Great David’s
Greater Son?  Isa. ix. 6, 7.

SIN, FORGIVENESS, PEACE.
36. Who is said to be truly blessed 7 Tsa, xxxii.
1 2
37, How may this blessedness be  abtained ?

Psa. xxaii .
38, What promise may be claimed by one thus
blessed 7 Psa, xxxil, 7, 8.
39. What promise is made to the
Psa. xxxii. 10.
10. Then, should not the righteous Le happy?
Pan. xxxii. 110

41, And where shall the righteous find peace
lom. v. 1.

DAVIDDS REBELLIOUS SON.

42, What is said of Absalom’s personal appear-
ance? 2 Fwm xiv. 23,
43.  Who was Absalom’s mother?
clause of verse 3.
11, How did Absalom steal the hearts of the
people from their allegiance to his father? 2 Sam,
xv. 4, .
45. Where did he set up the standard of rehel
lion? 2 Sam. xv. 10.
46. Who was chosen to be chief counsellor?
2 Sam. xv. 12,
47, What did David do that scemed cowardly,
vet was kind? 2 Sam. xv. 14,
18, How do we know that the Lord was on
David's side? 2 Sam. xvii. 14,
49. What becamo of Ahithonhel$
17-23.
50. How did David charge his captains as they

wicked 1

2 Sam. last

2 Sam. xxiii.

went out to battlel! 2 Sam. xvili. 7.

-

.).. What mishap befel Absalom? 2 Sam. xviii. 9.

02, How was he slain? 2 Sam. xviii. 14.

’)3 ITow did the king receite the sad tidings?
2 Sam. xviii, 33.

54, Which of the Ten Commandments did Absa-
lom break by this rebellion? Exod. xx. 12

DAVIDS LAST WORDS,

55. What should be the character of a king?
Sam, xxiii, 3.
56. What had God promised the housé of David?
Saw, xxiii. 5.
How will the just borewarded 1 2 Sam. xxiii,

0

-

-

hr.

)

-

% How will the unjust be rewnrded 4 Sam.
xxiii 6, 7.

SOLOMON'S WISE CHOICE.

89, When the Lord appeared unto Solomon in

a dream, sayving, © Ask what 1 will give thee,” what

what was his choice? 1 Kingsiii. 9. ™~

6U. What else did the Lord give him beeause he

ow we
Comes u
When bi
Jut com

When il
And ma
2\

A

\

'l

Twine
But. the
When
And th
While
Like

had chowen wizely? 1 Kings iii. 13,
61. What more was promised 7 1 Kings iii. 14

THE TEMPLE DEDICATED.,

62. Where was the templo situated? 3 Chron.
iit. 1.

63. What was there in the building of the tem-
ple that showed great skill in the builders? 1 Kings
vi. 7.

64, How large was the temple? 1 Kings vi. 2, 3,
65. What was placed in the temple when it was
finished? 1 Kings viii. 3, 4, -

66, Ilow did the Lord show his aceeptance of the
temple? 2 Sam, viii. 10, 1.

67. Who is greater than this great templed
Matt, xii. 6,

65, After Solomon had prayed that God would
hear all prayers offeced in the temple, how did they
finish the dedicationof it? 1 Kings viii. 63,

Tifl QUEEN OF SITEBA.
69. What did the Queen of Sheba say about

the wisdom and prosperity of Selomen? 1 Kings
x. 6, 7.

70. low had Solomon shown his wisdom!?
1 Kings x. 3.
71, What had she seen of his prosperity?

1 Kings x. 4,5
72, What present did she give the king? 1 Kings
10.
73. What did Solomon give to her? 1
13.

74, How did the queen honour God—the source
of all wisdom and prosperity? 1 Kings x. 9.

X.
Kings x.

SOLOMNON'S FALL,

73. If such 2 wise man as Solomon fell into sin,
what should we dot 1 Cor. x. 12,

76. What was Solomon’s sin 7 1 Kings xi. 4.

77. What was to be his punishment? 1 Kings
xi. 1L

78. Who was chosen for this purpose? 1 Kings

i. 26.

79. How did Abhijah the prophet make known
to Jeroboam the will of the Lord concerning him?
1 Kings xi. 30, 31.

80. \What promise was made to Jeroboamn?
1 Kings xi. 38.

§1. When was this promise withdrawn? 2 Kings
xvil. §, 7.

82. How long did Solomon reign? 1 Kings xi. 42

83. Who succeeded lum? 1 Kings xi. 43.

S4. And what is the couclusion of the whole
matter? Rce. xii. 13.

L 2

Tuar cannot bo good for the bee that is had for
the swarm.

Then
Andl
Wha
Aund ¢
Whil
And

Ren
The
And
Dot
Tlie
Kin

by i
Qcee:
and
que
pict
of
Wy
sty
live

De
thi




vid?

xiil,

am,

1in
“hat

2 he

ron.

em-
ings

% 3.

was
the
et

uld
hey

out
ngs

ym }

R e W a—— o i maey VSRR EE

199

HOME AND SCHOOL.

The Christmas Glow.
BY CHARLES H. CRANDALL.
« L

How well it is that the Christmas-tide
Comus not when valleysare decked with pride,
When binds are joyous nud ficlds are gay,

tut conies when the year is gl and gray s
\When the cold wind cuts the wanderer's check,
And minkes the boughs in the forest creak !

Ab, sad would the winter be,

And dreary {or you aud me,

Waere it not for the Christinas glow
"Fhat shines on tho ficlds of suow !

1L

Pwine bright leaves for the swnmer-time past,
Bul the crown of the year isat the last,
When its passion is ended, its rest begun,
And there's no balein the low, bright sun$
While over the snow floats the evergreen's breath
Like a spirit trumphaug over death.

Then while we ghdiy give,

1ach Chiristias that we live,

We'll keep in mewory alway

"The wondrous gift of Christmns day.

ngs
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Then weeathe the holly and laurel green,
And let the mistletoe be seen

\Where nuts are eraeled heforo the blaze,
And children in the embers gaze;

While rosy apples heaped up high

And all good cheer iy standing by.

Right gladly greev the timid knock !
A mendgicant one may not mock,

Tor in this humble mask

The Saviour now doth ask.

IV,
Remember the maunger 0 cold and bare,
The heeath of kine in the chilly air,
Aund think how the Child. that shivering lay,
Doth warm the hearts of the world to-day !
The great whito star that beut to carth
Kindled the Yule log on cach hearti.

Sweot on the morning air

Rose the fair young mother’s prayer,
And the starsand the shepherds sang,
And the round, blue heavens rang !

v

Then, children, wake, and your carols sing,
And thoughty as sweet as your faces bring,
Yor hearts would freeze like the old, old year,
If the children did not bring them cheer;

For he who would the Kingdom win

Must be *“asa child " to enter in.

Then glad shall the winter bo—
finch winter that we see—

\Vhile the beautiful Christuias glow
Shall shine o'er the fields of snow !

s @ S

How the Tree Saved the Town.
CIIRJSTJIA S IN HOLLAND.
BY FRED. MYRON COLBY.

1{oLLaND, sunk below the seadevel, and defended
by its dykes against the mad waves of the German
Ocean, s the queerest little country in Europe;
and Haarlem, on the viver Spaaine, is one of the
queerest and and quaintest of Dutch cities. TIts
picturesque buildings and narrow streets still speak
of the wars and tumults of the Middle Ages.
Wars were frequent then, and each one seems to
have left its scar or its heraldry on the city’s
livery.

Theee hundred and seventeen years 8go this
December, the city lay in leaguer. An army of
thirty thousand” Spaniards, led Ly the cruel Duke
of Alva, besieged the place, which was defended by
about four thousand men—Dutchmen and Ger-
mans. The Spaniards had inundated in blood the
ruins of two cities—Zutphen and Naarden; but
these horrors, instead of intimidating the courage-
ous defenders of Haarlem, only inspired them with
new ardour.

AL the end of the first montl’s siege, the city
still resisted Lrmly, and the thirty thousand men
encamped beneath its walls began to doubt if they
should ever win it by force, and resolved to resort
to stratagem.

Christmas eve, 1572, was chill and dark and
wintry. The snow lsy to the depth of several
inches ; and the wwind, which sweeps without ob-
stacle over the plains of Holland, blew gharply.
The Spanish eamp lay sileut and in darkness—not
even the midnight mass seemed to put the people
in motion. In the city, however, there were many
houses lighted.

The German soldiers had Lrought from the
fatherland the custom BOW generally observed
throughout Christendom of lighting w tree in the
evening, and hanging it full of gifts, to be dis-
tributed among the various members of the family
and us these auxilinries were quartered in private
houses, not u few of the citizens had introduced
tho novel feature in connection with the other
Christmas rites.

One of these houses was situated near the gate
called St. John, and @ little behind the rampirts.
1t was owned and oceupied by Arnold Van Merk,
a citizen of note, and a prominent oficer in the
forces of the city. Pomiciled under his voof was
German oflicer, Captain Karl, and several soldiers,
besides his own family, which consisted of his wife
aud six children.

Van Merk's house wes one of the highest in the
city. Trom the upper story one could look out
upon the ramparts, and above them over the camp

them.
the angels, and the
seemed so real.

The children clapped their hands and cried for
joy. They dared not approach the tree. 1t seemed
a sucriloge to touch the branches, 50 brilliant, so
mystie, 8o wonderful, with their load of precious
things. Lven the old soldiers were alfected by the
sight. Lo the joy of a festival was added that
other joy still more sweet, of feeling themselves
true brothren, united by a comwon peril and &
common love.

Captain Karl led his
by one, to the tree, and
branches.

Tt was in the midst of this merriment that a®
terrible shout avose from the street below. Then
fierce warcries were heard, and the clashing of
swords. They knew what it meant in a mowent.
"Their blanched lips gave utterance to two words—
«The Spaniavds!” and then the men arasped their
swords, and prepared Lo sell their lives dearly.

The enemy was indeed at hand. In the dark-
ness and silence of the winter night they had
sealed the wall, murdered two of the sentinels,
and, before the third could give the alarny, hundreds
of Spanish men-at-arms wero on the ramparts, and
other hundreds were following them. The city
secemed lost.  The atrocities of Zutphen and Naar-
den were to be repeated unless a mirac's was
interposed.

It was ab this moment that Captain Karl, as if
inspired, suddenly dashed open the shutters of the

Never before had the star, the shepherds,
Holy Child in the manger,

young companions, one
ook the gifts from the

of the Spaniavds, and to the tlav country beyond.
The window of this room was of that Iarge style
still be seen in PDutch houses, and
through which, by weans of a pulley and cord,
and merchandise are raised to the roof
chambers. Ordinarily it was secured by large and
heavy shutters. \Without this window the tree
could not have saved the town. *
Cold and cheerless as the night was out of doors,
in the mansion of the Van Merks there were
warmth and comfort. There was nothing present
to remind one of the siege and its horrors save the
armour and the at™s hanging upon the walls, and
the packages of lint scatteved around. In almost
every house in Haarlem the women made ‘lint to
bind the wounds of their brave brothers.

Van Merk and his guest, Captain Karl, cune
home very lawe They were officers of the night,
and had been the round of the city, finding every-
thing in good order, and the enomy quict. At
their own door they were halted, and asked for the

which may

provisions

countersign.
« HHolland, Orange, and Liberty.”
And with these words tiie two men entered the
great house. Tt was one of Captain Karl's own
German soldiers who was standing on guard ; and
others were busying themselves in getting
ready the mystic tree, which was 1)}:\cc(l in the
upper chamber of the mansion. Aldhough it was
midnight, the Van Merk children were sitting up,
impatiently waiting the summors which was to ve
veal to them the glories of this wouderful trec.
Karl had promised them a grand surprisc—and
children never forget prowises.

w All is veady,” came the signal down tho stair-

several

way.

Z Follow me, then,” eried Captain Karl

Up three flights of stairs they mounted, the older
folks walking gravely behind ; the younger oucs,
cager and jmpatient, in advance.  What & marvel-
Jous sight it was 10 their wondering eyes ! In the
middle of the great roow stood the tree, a lofty fir,
blazing with light, and decorated with a glovious
array of costly gifts. The lumination dazzled

great window, and threw upon the crowded Spani-
ards the blaze from those hundred lighted candles
on the Christinas-tree.

So suddenly and so unexpectedly did those fives
burst out upon the darkness, that the Spaniards
jmagined they had fallen into a  snare This
belief was strengthened by seeing the armgd
soldiers standing in the midst of the illuminated
rooin, clad in avmour, and with weapons glivtering
in the light,

A panic scized them ; and without pausing to
investigate they drew back, and hastened down the
raumparts in headlong confusion. The first arrived
stumbled over the last; and numbers rolled, pell-
mell, into the trenghes, Ina few seconds the wall
was clear ; the lighted tree shone upon & frightened
multitude flying in disorder toward the camp.

Three hundred years have passed since that
Caristmas night, but the story of that first Christ-
mas-tree is not forgotten. Tt lives in the nation’s
history ; while at every fireside in Tfnarlem, when
the Christmas-tide comes round, is the story told
of how the city was saved in the olden time by
Captain Karl’s Christmas-tree. And if you were
there to-day you would be told the story, and
pointed to the city's arms and motto, which are
. A branching fir-tree, decorated and blazing
with burning tapers, with the German legend
« Bin Feste Burg,” the words with which Luther
began his famous hymn—

these

<€ A mighty fortress is our God.”

®

WRITING to a young girl on her birthday, the late
Dr. Robertson said :—% By being always humble
you will be always young. {Tumility is o *little
child.? This is Christ’s picture of it. But Pride
is old—as old ns that old Serpent the Devil. 1f
you indulge in pride you'll make the pretty face of
your soul old and wrinkled in notime. And Faith,
too, is a little ¢child, and makes you and keeps you
always youug; and llope is young; and Love is
young, and Joy is young, nd Generosity 1s” younys 3
but Sin is an ugly old hag. And so I hope that
you will be dressed afcesh to-day in the beauties of

holiness, and baptized afresh into the dew of youth.”
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HOME AND SCHOOL.

e

.What Shall We See?

Wit shall we see at Christmas time?
A throng of happy faces,

Glear, smiling cyes, and fair, simooth brows,
\Whero care has left no traces

The pent-up Christmas nurth
In ringing laughter breaking,

And all duy long for loving hearts
Uncunsoous niisic mahing.

Yet would we know otic Joy more bight,
To crown home's tender story,

Then let us lift our iearts, and pray
That we may see His glory.

What shall we see at Christmas time?
The mirth and laughter vanished

While muny a tender, playtul vite
By mute consent s banished ;

Fiyes that must droop to hide
The heart's swift overllowing ;

Lips that their loving greetings breathe,
Some long-loved names foregoing.

Yet would we know the light that shines
Above earth’s checkered story,

Then let us pray that through our tears
\Ve may behold his glory.

What shall we see at Christinas time?
Pillar and archway brightened,
Chaplet and wreath of clustering green,
\With scarlet berries lightened ;
The preacher’s earnest gaze,
The thronging congregation—
Their voices blended high and low
In chant and supplication.
Yet would we know the thrilling joy
Of the sweet Christinas story,
Then let us pray that through itall
Ve may behold His glory.

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.

STUDIES IN JEWISIL HISTORY,
B.C.980.975] LESSON XI1L { Dee. 22,
CLOSE OF SOLOMON'S REIGN.

1 Kings t1. 26-43.
GoLbEN T'ENT.

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man.
~—Ecel. 12, 13.

OCTLINE.
1. Ahijah’s prophecy, v. 2639,
2, Solomoen’s death, v. 40-43.

Time.—980-975 B.C.
Prack.—Jerusalem,
CONNECTING LINKS.

The story of Solomon draws rapidly to a
close. In accordance with the prophecy
made to Solomon, a supplemental prophecy
had to be made to the mstrument m God's
hand of accomphishing tins remding of the
kingdom into two parts. There is no hint
of Soulomon’s repentanice, except 1t be found
in the words of bitter experience wnitten
in the hook of Ecclesiastes.  Kuemies also
troubled lus latter days, and he learned too
late the sorrow of transgression,

BXpPLASATIONS, —Repaired the breaches—
Probably openings or breaks in the masonvy
of the aity walls which tequired the service
of so skilled an engincer as Jerohoum.  The
charge of the hotse of Joseph~The officer
churge of the revenues ftom the two tribes
of Ephraim and Manasseh, or some kindred
Position of trust. Clad. .. new gurment—
The prophet was wrappel closely ina new
outer mantle. Have alight alway—A figure
from the fire always burning on the altar:
it means a representative always in the line
of direct descent. JBook of the acts of Solo-
mon—This record has not been preserved
as scripture, and we have no knowledge of
its contents.

QuesTioNs ror Home Stupy.
1. Ahijak’s Prophecy.

A\ hat new ¢haracter is here introduced to

us?

What had he done that had brought him

into note?

What happened that aroused new ambi-

tions within him?

Who was Ahijah?

What was the manner of his prophecy?

What was the matter of his prophecy?

Memory verses, 42,43,

What conditions entered into the pro-
mises made to Jerohoam?
What was the effect upon Jeroboam?
ver. 26,
In what did his action end ? ver. 40,
2, Solomon's Death,
How lung did Jeroboam remain in Egypt?
2 Clion. 10. 1, 2,
How long was Solomon’s reign ?
How old was ho at the timoe of his death?
How happened he to have failed of tho
lung life promised to him?
What buoks of the Bible are supposed to
be the work of Solemon?
\What was his character ?
W\ hat were the defects of his administra.
tion ?
What light is thrown on the character of
his son by the fact that Jeroboam
stayed in Egypt while Solomon lived,
but returned as soon as he died?

PracricAl, TrACHINGS.

Sin causes loss. Sanl proved it. David
proved it. Solomon proved it. Have you?

Each man has to learn for himself.  Ix-
pecience is only able to teach one at a time,
and the father’s lesson does not serve for
the son?

Solomon's last years were bitter ones,
Sin dropped gall into them. It will into
any man's life.

Sin is no resi)ecter of
tacks peasant and prince. ‘There is but one
shield. See Eph, 6. 16. Will you try it?

Hints ror Home Stupy.

1. Review all the lessons about Solomon,

2, \Write an estimate of his character.

3. Write twenty questions and answers
which will tell the story of his life,

4. In what respects was he superior tn
David? In what inferior? Compare them,
3. Tell the character of the three revela-
tions he had from God.

Tur LrssoN CATECHISM.

1. What word of doom hung over Solo-
mon's closing days? “Thy kingdomisdivid-
ed.” 2. To whom was it foretold to have
been given? **Jeroboam, Solomon’s chief
engineer.” 3. To what did the propliecy im-
pel Jeroboam? *“T'o rebel aguinst Solomon
4. What was the result to Jeroboam? ¢ He
beeatne an exile %o FEgypt.” 5. What was
this great king’s comment upon hfe at its
close? * Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”
6. What iy the lesson it should teach us?
* Let us hear theconclusion,” ete.

DoctriNAL StcersTioN.—The ruin of sin.

ersons, It at-

Catecnism QUESTION,

38. Is there then any special Providence
over men?

Yes; our Lord said : ¢ Behold the birds of
the heaven, that they sow not, nether do
they reap, nor gather into barns: and your
heavenly Father feedeth them,  Are not ye
of much more value than they ?*° (Matthew
6.26.) And to his disciples he said : ¢“The
very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
{Luke 12, 7.)

. Psalm 31. 15; Proverbs 16. 9: Romaus
. 28,

TEM?ERANCE LESSON.

B.C. 1000.)

Prov. 23, 29.35.
GoLpes I'exT.

Wine is a mocker strony drink is raging;
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise. Prov. 20. 1.

OtTLINE,

1. Waoe, v. 29, 30.
2, Warning, v. 31-35.

{December 29,

Memory verses, 29-32,

Time.—Sometime during Solomon’s reign
many of the proverbs were produced. \%e
follow the common chronolugy of our Eng-
Ilish Bible (A. V.) and call the year 1000
3.C.

Prace,~—Jerusalem.

An isolated lesson, having no relation to
the lessons of the quarter.

ExrLANATIONS.— Woe, sorrow, contentions,
ete. All these are as distinet .uaracteris.
tics of drunkenness to.dauy as then. Bab-
Wing — Maudlin  talk of the drunk-ad.
Wounds withowt cause Gotten in liunken
uarrels, Mized wine—"1he Oriental na-
tious all drank their wine largely mixed
with water, but sometimes with aronatic
spices to make it stronger, Wine. .. ved...
iveth colowur . . . moveth aright —All these ave
indications of the quality of the wine,
An adder—Some sort of very venomous
serpent.

QUEsSTIONS For Home Sruby.
1. Woe.

What answer will you muake to the ques.
tions of ver, 297

What answer does the anthor make to
the same guestions ¥

What is the warning which these verses
give?

What is the woe which they suggest?
Isa. 5. 113 Joel L. 5.

How much has the effect of intunperate
drinking changed in three thousamt
yeavs ?

Do the Scriptures pronounce woe upon
any but the drinker? Hab. 2. 1.

Is there any hint here of suceess in Jrink
ing moderately, or of escape from these
woes by moderate dtinking ?

2. Warning.

Wiio gave the warning of the text?

What is the only safety suggested by
these verses?

In what respect is the picture of ver. 32
true?

To what other sins does intemperance
lead ?

What is the singular thing about this
habit ?

What instance of heed to this warning
can be found in the Scripturo history?
Dan. 1. 8, 12, 15.

When should a_ man begin to practise the
advice given here?

PracricaL TrAacnings,

WVho hath woe? The drunkard.

Who hath sorrow ? ‘The drunkard.

Drunkenness destroys money, time,
health, strength, power, social standing,
buginess standing; more, it destroys the
soul.

Is not this woe and sorrow ?

The only safety liesin total abstinence.

The first drink does not make a drunkard.
But the first drunkard would never have
been but for the first drink.

Alcohol is in no sense a food—so science
says. But it does destroy the brain,

The drinker is wholly selfish. He drinks
only to satisfy himself.  He is the meanest
man that lives.

The drinker plays with eternity; he
stakes the price of his soul against his appe-
tite. He is a fool

The drink-seller is the fool-maker, the
fool-driver, the fool-killer. He is himselt
the prince of fools.

Read ver. 34, and Hab, 2, 15.

Hixts ror Home Stupy.

1. Study some of the evil results of in-
temperate use of intoxicating drink in the
Scr.ptures: 1 Kings 16. 9, 10; Gen. 9. 20-
253 Dan. 5. 1-4, ete. 3 1 Cor. 6-10.

2, Study the following references : [sa. 5.
11 and 22; Prov, ¥3. 20, 21: 20. 1; Eph.
5. 18; Psa. 75. 8; Prov. 27. 22,

3. Read the story of the Rechabites:
Jer. 35. 1:10.  Also the true law of Chris-
tinn living : Gal. 5. 14.26.

Tur Lessox CaTECHISM.

1. Against whatsin is this lesson directed ?
“ Against the sin of intemperance.” 2,
\What is intemperance?  * Excess of any
kind.” 3. What particulur excess is hewe
denounced ¥ ¢ Fxcessive use of intoxicating
drinks.” 4. What warning do the Serip-
tutes pronounce against the seller of in
toxicating drinks? ¢ Woe unto him that
giveth his neighbour drink,” Hab, 2. 15,
5. What warning to the user of these
drinks?  “ Wine is a mocker,” ete.

Docrrisat. Sucurstion, —The deceitful-
ness of sin,

Praven is the prefiuce to the book
of Christian living; the text of the
life sermon ; the girding on the armour
for battle; the pilgrim’s preparation
for his journey. It must be supple-
mented by action, or 1t ‘amounts to
nothing.

Deacaiy  Fraxkrin said: “The
eyes of other people are the eyes that
ruin. If all but myself were blind, 1
should neither want a fine house nor
fine furniture.”

It is one thing to wish to have

truth on our side, and another thing
to wish to be on the side of truth.
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