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THE:CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

SEPTEMBER, 1876.

}EDITORIAL.

THE PRESENT STATE OF A
GREAT QUESTION.

We see that in almost every country,
especially in Britain and the United
Sfates, the quesion of the Religious
sustruction of the young, is becoming
one of their vexed questions.

Thoughtful men believe that it is
the first question of the day, as lying,
indeed, at the bottom of various prob-
lems oivil and social, as well as religi-
ous and spiritual. The reasons for
this are obvious:—

1. Government by the people and for
the people is coming to the front every-
where, even in Turkey now at length,
as the principle that is in fubure to
underliepolitical institutions. Whether
the form of government be republican
or monarchial, as long as the will of
the people, and the welfare of the
people are the chief means and chief
end, —the issue is the same under the !
two sister types of civil rule, as Pritain i
and the United States to-day very
clearly show. Wl.ether in thisform or
in that, the time has eomefor the people
everywhere to reign; ¢ Jehovah has
triwmphed: his p2ople are fres.”

2. The people are not fitted to exercise
this power, nor to retain it long in thetr

ligious character.”

dands, unless they are educated.—Agein
al

and again has power slipped out of the
hands of the people into the hands of
cunring and designing men ; because,
the people wereignorant, and therefore,
easily duped. It was the knowledge
of this fnct that stirred up England
and Scotland to hurry on the enact-’
ment of their Education Bills, close
on the heels of the recent Reform
Bill. TFree institutions demand an
intelligent people.

8. Education &s {ncomplete ; zmé, as
the course of French History shows,
worthless for civil order, without re-
ligion, that is, without waking provis-
ion for the development and training
of the moral faculty. The capability
of a citizen to rule, his fitness to dis- -
charge with credit and honesty the
duties of eivil office and responsible
trust hang as closely on his stern
alleglance to moral law, as on his ac-
uaintance w ith the rulesof arithmetic.
Is the United States not suffering at
present, from the lack of conscience in
its public ofiicers, more than from the
lack of cleverness ? ¢« A sense of duty”
as the Rev. Patrick Fairbairn, says,
‘or the felt obligation to keep God's
commandments, has with zood reason,
been called the very backbone of re-
Mr. Msurice has
said (Preface to sermons on the Ten
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Commeandments) that “the reverence
for an unchangeable law and a living
lawgiver, has given {o the Secottish
oharacter its strength and solidity.”
Ewald to the same effect agserts,
«“There is among men no fres and
effective guidance; but, whea the in-
dividnel humen spirit submits to be
directed and governed by the eternal,
all-ruling Spirit.” So clear indeed is
the necessity of educating men in the
right as well as in thetrue and beautiful,
that men like even Husley are fourd
advoeating the training of children
in the maxims aud morality of the
Bible, as the best course in the world
to make them good citizens.

So far there is general agreement
among writers and thinkers of opposite
schools of thought and theology. It
is when we descend to practical meas-
wres that we meet with differences,
divergences and difficulties. When we
come fo the question, Who ought to
teach the youthful citizen religion and
morals, we meet with a great variety
of opinions. All sensible men, how-
ever, must agree in these positions :—

1. That the work of the moral and
religious training of the young, should
rest chiefly on the shouldsrs of the
parents. This is a truth that cannot
be pressed home too frequently on the

eople. Moses the foremost of legis-
ators, ancient or modern, left the
moral training of the young entirely
in the hands of parents. These are
Lis weighty words: ¢ These words
that I command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart and thou shalt teach
them dilligently unto thy children, and
shalt tallk of them when thou sitiest
in thine house, and when thou walk-
est by the way, and when thou liest
down and when thou risest up.” But
it is a well-known fact that many
parents are unable or unwilling to do
this work, and those who do it hest
would be the better of help. What
is to be done for these neglected chil-
dren, and to assist parents who are

doing their best ? Gur answer lies in.
this next statemcnt, which will be gen--
erally accepted.

2. That it is the duty of Christian-
congregations to look after the religious
instruction of the young. It is the
duty of each pastor to devole a large
portion of his time to this work. An
aged minister once said that neglecting
the young was the great bluxder of hie-
ministry, In cases where the pastor
has oo much to do to allow hum to-
attend to this, the congregution should
engage & lay-catechist, whose work
ought to lie exclusively in catechising
the young. We know one congregation,
m London, England, who have en-
gaged the service of a second mir.ster
who is known and honoured in the
congregation as the children’s minister-
—amn honourable name and an honour-
able office also. There are few of our
city congregations but could afiord to

engage & pious layman, to attend -

wholly to the work of ministering to
the young of the flock. Many young
men who have passed through college,
but who are unpopular as preachers,
might do noble work for the chmrch
in this position and work. Then, the
Sabbath School is a good, useful
agency for doing the work, but, more
limited in its results than many think:
from these two facts: (1)thatitisonly
say two hours in the week, or it may be
one that can be given to ifs business.
In the week there are 16S hours in all,
and 100 hours of working and learning
time; for every hour that his eyes are
unsealed from sleep, & child is in some
sort at school. What, therefore, is
one hour out of z hundred ? And then
(2) it is & rare thing to get hold of one
fitted as a teacher, to arrest the atten-
tion of the young. It will be found
that the amount of work done by
many teachers in their classes, is just
to hear the children read and repeab
their verses without any attempt at
systematic teaching of either history

or doctrine. Adter parent and pastor,

-
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catechist and teacher, have done their
worl:, much yet remains to be done.
The large proportion of Christiaps
i every country, are therefore, fully
preprred to admit this third proposi-
tion fellowing :

8. That it-is the duty of the Public

Schools to give to the children attend-
ing thew, instruction and training
i morals and religion ; ocarefully
avoiding, however, denominational
peculiarities. Thau proposiHon is
held by the Christian people of
the United States, with emphatic
distinctness in opposition to the
denominationaiisra  of the Popich
Church, and the materialism of the
Germans. Itisa proposition on which
the recent Education Acts for England
aud Scotland are based,—the Bible in
England and in Scotland, ¢ use and
wont,” 7.¢., the Bible and the C: techism.
The opinion, however, that the Publio
Schools of a country should give in-
struction in morals and religion, is
held in three different forms.
(1.} Somehold that there should be
in our Schools moral fraining, but no
definite time or bock for meral instruc-
tion. Professor Young, of University
College, takes this ground in his re-
cent Educational notes of a visit to
Baltimore and Philadelphia. We
quote a paragraph from his letter,
bearing on this point :

¢ Because moral training is of ua-
speakable importance; because it is
more important than all other parts
of a child’s education faken together ;
because the neglect of it is the worst
fault of which a teacher can be guilty ;
the conclusion has been drawn that
there ought to be stated periods set
apoxt for moral training, and that suit-
sble text-books in morals should be
put into the hands of the children
attending our schools. It would be
ineppropriate to discuss this theory
in the present communication; Imerely
indicate that I dissent from the theory
entirely. Ihold that moral instruction

should wot ba given at stated periods,
but should pervade the entire school
diroipline snd exercises. A tencher—
wkether he bo engaged with classes in
drawing, in arvithmetie, in gecgraphy,
in history, or on any other subject—
whether he be bestowing prizes or pun-
ishing eulprits should consider him-
gelf ae an instructor in morals. To
call up o class at a stated tims for
instznotion. in morals, would ereats in
the minds of the children the idea
that the teacher was not at all times
earnestly concerned in their moral
culture; it would have the injurious
effect of throwing the minds of the
pupils into an attitude of cpposition
to the moral lessons sought to be con-
veyed:; %ud, if a text-book of morals
were uged, even supposing it to be
8 good text-book, the still more injur-
ious effect would be produced, thab
moral precepts would be committed to
memory as a disagreeahle task, and
the form of sthical instruetion would
be mainfained at the exnense of the
spirit. 'There are two practical infer-
ences—besides others of deeper im-
portance, not requiring to ve now
developed — to which these remarks
obviously point ;—1st. The timetables
in our schools should contsin no stat-
ed period set aside for instruction in
morals. 2nd. The Minister of Educa~
tion should net encourage the use of
catechisma or other ethical text books
in our schools.”

Ag to the absurdity of any text-book
on morals save one, viz., the Bible,
few will differ from Mr. Young : nox
can there be anything but agreement
on the part of seusible people as to
what he says with regard to what is
really the main thing 23 to moral
training, viz., that a moral atzmosphers
should pervade the entire school in itg
entire work. This is surely the main
thing ; but the difficulty naturally ce-
ours, how can there be a practice of
morais without o code of morality ?
How csn thers be a cods of moralily

w7 .
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without the Bible ? and how can the
Eible he a code of morality without its
being read, known, and openly appealed
to ag such ? It would surely be un-
reasonable for our legrned friend,
the Professor of Liogie, to expect his
students to reason with his own
logical precision, and to think at all
times as becomes sound metaphysi-
cians, like their distinguished master,
without any “stated period set aside for
instruction in logic and metaphysics.”
It would be unreasonable to expect &
msan to become proficient in some art
and yet grudge him time, text-book,
and teacher in the principles that
underlie the art. Can soldiers march
with precision and fight as a disci-
plined host without ever having been
taught from a military test-book or
having spent an hour in drill ? As
unreasonable is it indeed to expect
children to practice morality at play
and 8t work, without any stated book
or period for moral instruction, asif
would be to expect their pareuts to
practice morality in the shop and in
the family without any textbook in
monrals, that is without the Bible, and
without any stated period for instruec-
tion,—that is without the Sabbath.
Our schools are places for learning
what morality is as well as for prac-
tising it. In earrying into actual use
the plan of Professor Young, it would
pe = . ing strange should the teacher
be many times a day involved in the
dilemma humorously suggested by
Dr.Begg. ¢ Again, how was a teacher
to enforce discipline.in his school ¢
Suppose a child told a lie. The
teacher said it was bad to tell a lie,
s« Why s0?” the child might say.
« Ah,” replied the teacher, «“I will
tell you when we are out of school;

Tcan’t tell you here.” (Loud laughter.),

(2.) Some hold that there should be
in every public school moral training,
and that in order to moral training
there should be in every school and in
the hand of every child that can read

it, a Bible, and stated periods for listen
ing to the words, the reasons, the
stoxies in which the Bible gives forth
its utterances on morality. As these
are the views of the editor, and us they
have ween explained and vindicated
again and again in the pages of this
Monthly, it is unnecessary to say any
thing more at prosent on this head.

(8.) Some hold that religion and
morality should be taught in the school
buildings, and to the school children ;
but at hours beyond school hours, and
by men whoare not the school teachers.
Here are the words in which Mr. Dick
Peddie explains this plan before the
Edinburgh School Board at a recent
meeting.

“ What they proposed was that at the

houxr set apart for religious instruction the .

schoole should be thrown opep, under
such regulations as the board might adopt
for securing order, and on payment of an
adequate rent to all churches or religious
associations of the parents; thet each
church or society might provide for its
own clildren religious instruction, and
for the children whose parents belonged
to no church or cared for no religious in-
struction, it might be provided by those
who could inducc the parents to allow
their children to attena There would be
no difficulty in worling out this plan.
Doubtless all the great Presbyterian
Churches and ‘t'tre great bulk of the
evangelical Diosenters would join in one
organization for this important work.
The Romen Cuatholics would, of course,
2o by themselves, the Episcopaliaus would
doubtless do the same, and so might other
small bodies of marked religiors opinions.
But doubtless the great mass of the
evangelival denominations would work in
entire harmony."”

Mr. Peddie gives some seven reasons
in favour of his schexae, but they seem-
ed to carry little foree with the School-
board, for only tha mover and the
seconder voted for giving the plan a
trial. :

Itis goodto see this question at-
tragting attention ; it is good to see
the foremost thinkers of our day turn-
ing their attention to the subject; it
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is good to have various opinions ad-
vanced even though some of them
should be impractical ard visionary.
The more Christians look into the
matter the more clearly will they see
the trath and reasonableness of the
following positions :—

1. It is the duty of parents to give
the highest place to the instruction of
their children, in the facts, doctrines,
and duties of religion ag revealed in the
Bible.
siould to the utmost stimulate, direct,
and assist by Bible classes and Sabbath
sehools, the parentage of their flocks

in this great work. 8. In hiring teach-
ers who munst for six hours eanch day
stand in the place of the parents, the
Christian character of the teacher
should be a matter of great and wise
care on the part of those engaging him,
4. It is the duty of parents who are
under law to Christ in all thingsto
remember what they owe to Christ in
arranging about the branches to be
taught their children, and therefore to

2. Pastors of congregations | give a high place to the ‘¢ FEAR oF THE

LorDp, WHICH Is THE PRINCIPAL PART OF
KNOWLEDGE."”

JLWING jDREACHERS.

A DRAMA IN FIVE ACTS.

BY THE REV. JAMES CAMERUN, CHATSWORTH,
ONTARIO,

¢ Fear not thou worm Jacob, and ye
men of Israel; I will help thee, saith
the Lord and thy Redeemer, the Holy
one of Israel. Behold, I will make thee
a new sherp threshing instroment,
having teeth: thou shalt thresh the
mountains and beat them small, and
shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou
shalt tan them, and the wind shall
carry them away, and the whirlwind
shall scatter them ; and thou shalt
rejoice in the Lord and shalt glory in
the Holy one of Israel.”—Isaiah xli.
14, 15, 16.

These words, taken from this gospel
chapter, of this gospel section, of this

-gospel prophet, embody a long story

in & short and dramatic shape. In
these words we find hidden, as in &
mystery, the history of the Jewish
chureh, from its feeble, despised con-
dition in Babylon to ifs establishment
again in its own land; and also, as

in a deeper mystery, the history of | some imagery into his poetry.

the chrigtian church from the first
eoming of Christ to his second coming ;
and further, in a deeper mystery stiil,
the history of religion in the soul of
man, from its first rise in conversion
to its consummation in glory. That
threefold mystery is no doubt the
hidden frame-worlk which the prophet
here clothes in poetical imagery. The
threefold mystery of Jewish history,
Christian history, individual history is
put before us here in a dramatic form
in five Acts, very startling in their
boldness and originality.

L. The first Act of the drame in-
troduces on the stage a very despicalde
creature,—a worm,—* worm Jacob,”
a worm such as was bred in the
manna which was kept till morning,
or a worra such as breads in the bodies
of thoga thav lie unburied in the battle
field, or & worm such as destroyed
Jorah's gourd, for it is the same word
heve and in these placesin the original
tongue. It would seem in bad taste
for a refined writer and a lofty post
like Isaiah to introduce such loath-
This
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oriticism would be correst if the sole
end of the poet waes to please his
readers. Itis vot pleasure but truth
that constitutes the mission of the
poets of the Bible. Hence the neces-
gity of here introdueing this grovelling
oreature, that he may show the truth
as regards the subject i1 hand. When
g nation, or a church, or an individual
is compared to a worm, there is told
us in that comparison, in language
that all the world ean understand, that
that nation, or chureh, or individual
has sunk inte a degraded miserable
condition. To be a worm is to be
weak and helpless, liable to be crushed
by every one that crosses its path,
To be & worwm is to be loathsome in
the eyes of others. To be a worm is
to be of a cowardly heart, living in
constant terror and seeking ever to
hide from the light. Are not these
features the very features that dis-
tinguished the Jews during the years
of their captivity in Babylon. That
proud city was in the height of its
glory: into its slave markets conquer-
ing armies brought thess migerabla
men from the cities of Judah. They
were bought and sold like catile, and
counted as worms of the earth.

But is the language sapplicable to
‘Christ and his followers? Yes, though
not in the same sense. In theeyes of
his Pharir xical countrymen Christ was
aworm. “Xam aworm, and no man,”
is his own interpretation of public
senfiment in regard to him. As for
his followers, they were mean and
miserable in the eyes of Jews and
Greeks. ‘“ Away with such a fellow,
he is not fit to live,” is the shout with
which the city of Jerusalem greeted
the greatest of the early Christians.
That same man was greeted in Athens
in o similar fashion. ¢ What will
this babbler (or base fellow, or worm)
say ?” And in one of his letters he
88ys, “ We (the apostles of this new
faith) are made as the filth of the
world, end the offsconring of all things

unto this day.” ¢ Worm” is there-
fore descriptive of the church of God
in Babylon during the captivity, and
of the christian churel. in the early
stage of its history. It is & worm
mean, despised; a worm weak and
helpless ; a worm in the weakness of
its faith till Pentecost comes. Such
also is the position in whish God
finds each individual of his church.
A worm in misery, in weakness, in
abject terror. Man began by aiming
at being a god : he has ended in being a
worm. * Ye shall be gods” is the
lying promise. I was afraid and
hid myself” is the awful reality.”
But there a ray of hope in the full
name given here to the church. Itis
the worm Jacob. WHRat is implied in
this will appear as we go along.

II. The second Act in this drama
introduces on the stage & man. * Ye
men of Isreel.”” The noun is plural,
but the idea is singular all through
the verses. The worm is changed
into & man. This need not startle us
as 8 thing impossible. It is uncom-
mon, and to man impossible and un-
natural to talk of turning a worm
into & man. It is a commou enough
sight for man to be changed into
worms; but the contrary is different
business,—to change a worm into a
man. Itis, however, within the scope
of God’s doings on this earth. Did
he not at the beginning turn a lump
of clay into 2 living man? Did he no$
in the valley of Vision turn a field of
dry bones into an exceeding greab
army of living men? And on the
great day of the resurrection will not
the same God raise from the dust of
the grave the bodies of 2 buried world 2
‘Why, therefore, should it be thought
a thing mcredible unto you that God
should do this thing, even turn him, a
erawling worm, into a free man?
(1) This is done every time a sinner is
converted. Conversion is a change
from the darkness and degradation of
& creeping thing into the glorious
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liberty of the sons of God. Nothing
less than this is sufficient to Jualify
men for their high destiny, Men
must be crested anew, must be born
agaiu, must be raised from the dead
before they can enter the kingdom of
grace, or the kingdom of glory. The
work of the church in its mission of
converting the world is not, therefore,
to educate and enlighten men who
remain at heart worms; but, by the
grace of God, to turn worms into men.
The reason why this so-called christian
country of our is so tull of crimes of
oll kinds is that so many are still at
heaxt worms of the dust, grovelling in
the mire of coveteousness, unclean-
ness, malice, and wickedness. To
elevate society it must be regenerated,
to purify the stream salt must be cast
into the fountain, God must be able to
address the worm Jacob as the man
Israel. (2.) This very thing we see
taking place in a visible form in the
city of Bebylon. Shortly after Jeru-
salem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar,
& band of four lads arrived in Baby-
lon, ragged and forlorn. They were
entered as slaves in the palace of the
king, For three years they were
there, but the king never deigned to
notice these men. But when no man
could be found to tell the king his
drearn, one of these worms ventured
into the presence of the awful poten-
ate. He delivered his message with
the courage, wisdom, mercy of a true
man into whose nostrils God breathed
the breath of life. The worm has
become & man. Ah! yes, and he
who thought himself a man, even a
god, is now a worm at the feet
of this true man, for the king, we
are told, fell on his face and worship-
ped Daniel. A similaxr sceue oeceurs
when the three companions of Daniel
wealked into the fiery furnace, like
true men, rather than be worms,
worshipping an image of gold. And
thus the feeble church became strong,
the worms becamo men, till at last

the walls of Jerusalem again rose
from their ruins, and the temple was
rebuilt. ‘

(8.) From a similor condition of
wealness did God raise his Church at
the coming of Christ. 'What were the
first disoiples and founders of Chris-
tianity but worms in their owmn eyes,
in the eyes of the world, and in the
eyes of God ? but they became men.
Listen to what some of them say
after the great change oame to them.
Zacehous, a worm whose food was
dust, stands on his feet when the
breath of a new life entered into him,
and, like a man, said, “If I have
taken anything from any man by
false accusntion I will restore him
four-fold.” Peter, who like a worm
crawled in terror at the feet of &
woman, stands erect like one in the
image of God before the Jewish Coun-
cil, saying, ¢ Whether it be right in
the sight of God to hearken unto you
more than unto God judge ye, for we
cannot bub speak the things that we
have seen and heard.” 1t was these
worms who became ‘““men of Israel,”
men of prayer and power, that turned
the world upside down, and laid deep
and strong the foundations of the
Christion Church. But how was this
great work accomplished ? This in-
troduces to us the next Act of the
strange drama.

II1. The third Act is one of start-
ling grandeur. On every side there
rise mountains snd hills, These
mountaing 1lift their heads to the
clouds like Horeb and Herrwon. Theéy
lie across the path of Israel's progress,
hem him in on every side, and threaten
his very life. These mountaing and
hills represent the dangers and difficul-
ties that lie in the way of holiness in
the human heart, and in the way of
human progress in the world. And
this figure of mountains and hills
represents, not so much the number
and variety of the difficulties in the
path of grace in the heart and in the
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world, as the unsurmountable charac-
ter, as far as human strength is con-
cerned, of these Tifiiculties. Moun-
tains are stable. Theyalways remain.
Nations perish and cities pass away,
streams axd lakes dry up, forest and
plain are constantly changing unde:
the hand of man, but the mountains
abide for ever. They, like the sea, ave
images of etevnity. Such are the
difficulties that encompass the man
Israel. Difticulties that no huran
skill, or eourage or perseverance with-
out God cculd surmount. Between
Ysrael, captives ‘n Babylon, and
restoration to their own land, there lay
a tyrant, (Nebuchadnezzar) as terrible
as the Pharoah of their early history
and a wilderness as hard to cross as
the wilderness of the wandering. In
like manner there lay in the path of
the early Christian Church the empire
of the seven hills with its city, its
idolatry, its vices, and its two edged
sword. In our day the mountains
and hills that lies in the path of the
Church are still formidable enough to
awaken auxious thoughis in the
breasts of the most contfident.

The question may well he put:
Why does God place his Israel face to
face with such difficulties? (1) To
exercise his patience. Between aman
and a mountain the contest must be
long, and in this task there is abundant
opportunity for the exercise of
patience,—patient waiting for the end.
(2) To develope all the manly graces
of the Christian character.—Whers is
there exercise to develop the muscles
of man like the work of toiling on the
side of a mountain with spade and
pick to clear it for the path. Itisin
contending with moral difficulties that
rose tothe skylike mountains, that men
like Noah, and Abraham, and Moses,
and David, and Daniel, and Paul be-
came what they were, and still are,
and will be, for the discipline of time
extends into eternity. (8.) To glorify
God. On this I need not here enlarge

as 1 will meet us in another place, but
must hasten on to view the next step
in the progress of this great business.

IV. The object that next appears on
the stage as the fourth Act begins is
startling in its seeming incongruity.
But let us remember that it is truth the
prophet has in his eye and not scenio
or theatrical effect, * X will make thue
o new threshing instrument.” What
is this strange object into which the
man Israel is changed. “ A new
sharp threshing instrument having
teeth.” What kind of instrument is
it? To explain let me quote from Dr.
Robinson's Researches in Palestine,
which is exact in accord with mny own
observation in that country.

«We now ascended the hil! towards
the west and came soon to the thresh-
ing floors of the village. They were
in full operation. Here we first fell
in with the sled or sledge for thresh-
ing. It consists of two planks fastened
together side by side and bent upwards
in front; precisely like the common
stone sledge of New England, though
less heavy. Many holes are bored in
the bottom underneath, and into these
are fixed sharp fragments of hard
stone. The machine is dragged by
the oxen as they are driven round
upon the grain. Sometimes a man or
2 boy sits on it. The object of it is to
cut up the straw quite fine.”

But why this instrument in such fime
and at such a place? The answer is
before us suggested by the text, and
given under the third head. No
sooner did the man Israel step on the
stage and. look around him than, as we
have said, a wild and discouraging
scene broke on his sight. High
mountains, and smaller hills fill the
whe'e field of vision. They lie in his
path; they threaten to fall on his head.
He trembles, he bewails his sad lot;
he complains that he was ever made a
man to be placed in suen a place.
Suddenly one appcars on the scene
who was present all the time, but who
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now rankes hirself known. Hig name
is the Redeemer, the Holy one of
Israel. *¢ His head and hair were white
like wool, as white as snow ; His eyes
were as o flame of fire ; His feet were
like unto fine brass, burning in a
furnace, rod His voice as the sound
of many waters ; His countenance, a8
the sun, shineth in His strongth.”
He spoke to the terrified man, and
said, ¢ Fear not, I will help thee.”
How is this help to come? ¢ I will
make thee a new threshing instru-
ment.” There are two ways in which
the Liord assists his people. Some-
times, though not often, he says
“ Stand still and see the salvation of
God,” asking and taking no help from
them. His usual way, however, is the
way proposed here. “I will make
thee.” The meaning is not ‘ make
for thee,” but make thee : ““ make thy-
self,” in the semse in which Micah
wrote, referring to the ~ame time in
the history of the chureh, ** Arise and
thresh, O daughter of Zion ; for I will
make thy horn iron, and I will make
thy hoois brass, and thou shalt beat
in pieces many people.” Micah iv. 18,
The mountains and hills mean ag
I bave alreads said the difficul-
ties that lie in the way of the
chureh. In the way of the handful of
Jews who lived in Babylon there lay
great mountains before they could re-
build their city and temple. Would
Nebuchadnezzar allow them to leave ?
How were they to make the long and
dangerous journey ® Where were the
means to come from? How could
they defend themselves from the sur-
rounding nations? To all this the
reply is I will make thee a new sharp
thréeshing instrument having teeth :
thou shalt thresh the mountains and
beat them small, and shalt make the
hills as chaff. In the path of Chris-
tianity there lay at the beginning, and
still' there lies mountains and hills of
difficulty. When Jesus sent out the
eleven from Bethany to evangelize the

world the path was hemmed in with
mountains and hills of danger sund
difficulty. There were Jewish pride
end intolerance ; Roman power;
pagan idolatry; popular. ignorance
corrupt morals. It is not o matter of
speoulation but a matter of history
that over these dangers and difficulties
the Christian Church conquered, and
that in the way foretold in the text.
There are mountains and hills still in
the path of Christianity. One such
maountain we see in the false philoso-
phies of the day; anpther iu the
atheisr and infidelity that prevail in
cultivated society; another in the
worldliness, that finds a home in the
very heart of the Christian Church;
another in the traffic in strong drink,
which robs the churches of Britain of
10,000 members each passing year.
When we go outside our own land we
see lofty mountains towering in ihe
path of Christianity: we see Popish
superstition, Pagan idolatry, Mahom-
medan delusion, Jewish bigotry. In
Africa we see Fetishism; in India,.
Brahminism; in China, Buddhism;
mountains whose tops reach to heaven.
But to all we may say, *“ What are yo,
O great mountains ? before Christ
ye shall become a plain.” The new
sharp threshing, having teeth, shall
thresh the mountaing and beat them.
small, end make the hills as chaff.
The figure used here by the Holy
Spirit, when the church is compared
to a threshing instrument, is sugges-
tive of very important truths. The
instroment is one. It may be com-
posed of two or three planks, but it is
one instrument. So is that boly
Catholic Chuich that God has used.
is now using, and will yet use to
thresh the mountains. It is one in
its holding the head—Christ, in ite-
exaltation of his cross, in insisting on.
holy lives in his disciples. The in-
strument is new. Al the old religion
and philosophies broke down in their
conflict with the granite waountsins;.
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but here is & new instrument on a
new principle, workirg in 2 new way.
‘Fhe instrument is sharp. By contact
with the world the old religions grew
blunt; they adopted low views of
God, slight views of sin, gentle views
of its demerits. But this is a sharp
instrument, sharp in esalting the
holiness and justice of God, in de-
nouncing all sin as deserving his
wrath and curse, both in this world
and in the world which is to come.
We see its sharpness in the woes
attered by Christ, in his description
of the last judgment and the punish-
ment of the wicked: we feel its sharp-
n2ss in Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost, in the death of Annanias
and Saphira, in the thres days dis-
tress of Paul, The instrument has
teeth. What are these teeth ? They
rnay mean principles. If so we can-
not complain much of the enumera-
tion made of the teeth by which Chris-
tianity overcame as we find them
in the Five Causes of Gibbon; the
zeal of the christian, their docfrine of
g future life, their power of working
miracles, their pure morals, thejr dis-
cipline. But it is quite safe for us to
look on each tooth in the instrument
as & person, office-bearers, and commau-
nicants in the Christian Church. Each
minister and elder, and coramunicant
in the church comes in contact each
day and in varions ways with the
world. It is by their influence the
mountain is worn down, worn down
by a slow gradual progress, by the
instrument going over it as the thresk-
ing instrument goes over the grain.
But the chief thought in the figure is
that this engine of destruction is only
an instrument in the hands of the
Holy one of Israel. He has constrae-
ted it, he leads it, he directs it, ¢nd it
is only as it is in his hands that it is
efficacious for the work assigried it.
And what is that work ? Ttis to beat
the mountains small; after whick it
becomes the work of the wind to carry

away the dust wnd the whirlwind to
seatter i, so that it il never moye
be seen. If was thus the Roren Exapire
1400 years ago disappeared. The
Christian Church threshed the moun-
tuins small, and the whirlwind of
the Goths carried the debris away.
It was thus o few years ago slavery
disappeared from this continent.
The prevalence of Christian doctrine
threshed the mountain small as dust ;
and the whirlwind of the civil war
carried it away. It is thus the world
is subdued to Christ. ©The weapons
of our warfare are wnot carnal,”
says Paul, ¢but mighty throngh
God to the pulling down of strong-
holds, casting down iraaginations, and
everything that exalteth itself against
theknowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity everythought to the obedience
of Christ. '
V. The div and dust of this awful
conflict now ceases, and the last act
of the drama is ushered in. The
threshing instrament has now disap-
pesred; its work is done; the moun-
tains have been ground into dust;
the wind carried the dust away and
the whirlwind has scattered it. The
mountains hava become g plain, * the
wilderness has become a pool of
water, and the dry land springs of
water where grow the cedar, the
shittah-tree, and the myrtle and the
oil tree, the fir-tree, the pine and the
box tree together.” In this scene of
besuty and fertility, and pezce, there
walks & man einging this song: ¢ Re-
joice mthe Lord and glory in the
Holy One of Israel.” Thus ends ali
conflict carvied on in the name of
God and in his strength. The worm
that became 3 man, must take on
him the strength, the sterrness, the
flinty face of a new, sharp threshimg
instrument having teeth, to do the
work of conflict with indwelling sin
within, and with the varied forms of
wwickedness without. To some extent
the peacs of joy of this song is ofien
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-oxperienced after severe conflict in the
history of the individual believer.
There was a partial experience of it
by the Jews after their return from
the Babylonish captivity, especially
during the revival under Ezra. In a
still higher sense does this song con-
vey the experience of many a season
in the experience of the church since
the days of Christ; butthis song in
its fullness will vot be sung fill the
days of millenial glory.

They are blessed times when this
song is the song of the individual or
the church. Blessed times, for they
are times of gladness; ¢ Rejoice in the
Tord.” Itisa time of auxiety and
sadness when the great mountains
rise on every side ; a time of toil and
woariness when the slow iwork of
grinding them down inch by inch went
on, & time of awe and excitement
while the whirlwind filled the air
with the fragments of falling empires
and perishing dymasties. Bubt all
this is now over, and it is a time of
gladness. Weeping may endure for
g night, but joy cometh in the morn-
ing. Blessed times, for they are
times of humility. There is no word
about self ; the Lord did it all, ¢ ac-
cording as it is written he that
glorieth let him glory in the L.ord.”
Blessed times, for they are times of
loftfy piety. That aspect of God’s
character on which the church dwells
is indicative of the church’s spiritual
coxdition. When sins prevail, them
the chuxch glories in God’s merey ;
when weakness is felt it glories in
God’s power ; but when it glories in
God’s holiness, it has reached a
standard of piety akin to heaven,
where the song is *“ Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God Almighty.”

In conclusion, let us gather a few
lessons from this dramatic representa-

fort for the weak. What can be
weaker than a worm ? Yet the worm
trusting in God, leaning on. him, sub-
mitting to him, was able to beat the
mountains of difficulties small, and
t¢ make the hills of opposition like
chaff. ¢ If the Lord be for us, Who
can be against us?” 2.—Here i8 g
call to hard word. It is toilsome
work to thresh grain; but what
must it be to thresh granite? Ounr
conflict with evil is nothing else than
grinding down by siow stages the
gramte rock. 8.—Here is & call to
patience. Again and again thethresh-
ing instrument has to go on with the
threshing—flow round and wound
froma morning till night. So must
we work fo overcome evil. «“Let us
not be weary in well-doing, for in due
time we shall reap, if we faint not.”
4.—Here is a promise to the Christian
and a prospect of complete success.
Step by step the work of disintegra-
tion goes on, particle by particle the
debris is carried from the scene of
confliet, fill at last, by the whirlwind’s
blast, nothing of the great mountains
remain, nothing whatever. 5—Here
is & warning to those who oppose
themselvesto God. Their end is hope-
less destruction from the presence of
the Lord. What greater confrast
can there be, than between the sing-
er with his song, and the dust the
whirlwind is scattering to the four
winds of heaven? Tven so0 1is
the difference between the ulfi-
mete fate of the righteous and the
wicked. And where is there any
hope as to the nllimate restoration of
the wicked after they have been
j driven from the presence of the
' Lord ?° Here there is none.  They
: pass into outer darkness. ‘¢ Kiss ye
i the Son, lest He be angry and Je
' perish from the way, when his wrath is

tion of the church's origin, progress,, kindled buta little; blessed are all they
conflicts and friumphs. Hereis com- | that put their trust in Him.” Amen.
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jDO’ﬁ}TRY.

JESUS, JUSTICE, AKD THE SINNER.

Jesus. Bring forth the pris'ner, Justice.

Justice. Thy commands

Are done, just Judge; see, nere the pris'ner stands.
Jesus. What has the prisner done? Say, what's the cause
Of his comritment ?

Justice. He bath broke the laws

Of his too gracious Gop; conspired the death

Of that great Majesty that gave him breath,

And heaps transgression, Lord, upon transgression.
Jesus. How know’st thou this?

Justice. E'en by his own confession.

His sins are crying ; and they cried aloud ;

They cried to Heav'n, they cried to Heav'n for blood.
Jesus. What say'st thou, sinner ? hast thou aught to plead
That sentence shonld not pass? hold up thy head,
And show thy brazen, thy rebellious face.

Sinner. A, me! I dare not, I'm too vile and base
To tread upon the earth, much more to lift

Mine eyes to Heav'n. I need no other shrift

Than mine own conscience. Lord, I must confess

1 am no more than dust, and no whit less

Than mine indictment styles me. Ah'! if thou
Search too severs, with too severe a brow,

What flesh can stand ? I have transgress'd Thy laws;
My merits plead Thy vengeance, not my cause.
Justice. Lord, shall I strike the blow?

Jesus. Hold, Justice, stay :

Sinner, speak on ; what hast thon more to say 2
Sinner. Vile as I am, and of myself abhory’d,

I om Thy handy work, Thy creature, Loxd,

Stampt with thy glorious image, and at first

Most like to Thee, though npw a poor aceurst,
Convicted caitiff, and degen’rats creature,

Here trembling at thy bar.

Justice. Thy fault's the greater.

Lord, shall I strike the blow ?

Jesus. Hold, Justice, stay.

Speak, sinner, bost thou nothing else to say ?
Sinner. Nothing but meroy, mercy, Lord. My state
Is miserably poor and desperate;

e b o
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I quite renounce myself, the world, and flee

From Law to Jesus, from myself to Thee.

Justice. Ceags thy vain hopes ; my angry God bes vow'd
Abused mercy must have blood for blood.

Shall I strike ‘11 blow ?

Jesus. Stay, Justice, hold,

My bowels yearn, my fainting heart grows cold,

To view the trembling wretch ; methinks I spy

My Father's image in the pris’ner’s eye.

Justice. I cannot hold.

Jesus. Then furn thy thirsty blade

Into My side, let there the wound be made :

Cheer up, dear soul; redeem thy life with mine ;
My soul shall szaart, My heart shall bleed for thine.
Stnner. O groundless deeps! O love beyond degree !
Th’ offended dies to set th’ offended free !

“YEA, LET HIM TAKE ALL.”

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.

Take my hands, and iet them move
At the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beawtiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King.

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.
Taks my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold.
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in censeless praise.
Take iy intellect, and use

Every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my ~-ill, and make it Thine ;
It shall be no junger mine.

Take my heart, it is Thine own !
It shell be Thy royal throne.

Take my love ; my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasmre-store !
Take my self, and I will be,

Quarles.

Ever, only 2], for Thees I—Frances Ridicy Havergal.
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JESUS ONLZ. |,

- Nothink betiveen, Lord, nothing bettweon:
Let me Thy gloxy see;
Draw my soul closer to Thee,
Then speak in love tome: -
Nothing between.

Nothing between, Lord, nothing betiyeen: .
Lot not earth’s din and noise
Stifle Thy still smell voice;
In it let me rejoice :
S Nothing between,

Nothing hétween, Liord, nothing hetween ;
; Nothing of earthly care,
o Nothing of tesr or prayer,
) No robe that self may wear:
Nothing between.

Nothing between, Lord, nothing between :
Unbelief disappear,
Vanish each doubt and fear,
Fading when Thou art near :
Nothing between.

Nothing between, Lord, nothing between :
Shine with unclouded ray,
Chasing each mist away,
O’er my whole hes+  »r sway;
No.. g between.
—Friends’ Review.

THE OLD FRIENDS.

Where ave they scattered now,

The old, old friends ?
One made her dwelling where the maples glovw,
And mighty streams through solemn forests flow,
But never from that pine-crowned land of snow

A message sends.

Some meet we oft amid

Life s common ways;
But then, perchance, & word or smile declares
That warm hearts throb beneeth their load of cares;
For love growe on, like vwheat among the tares,

Till harves. days.

e e b 1 e i o e e i e K e e
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“ But some aie fullen psleep ;"
The words dre sweet !

0, friends at rest benenth the blessed sod,

My feot still tread the weary road ye trod

Ere, yet your loving souls went baock to God,
When shall we meot ?

0, thiou divinest Friend,

When shill it ba

That I may know them in their garments white 2
And see them with a netw and olearer sight,
Mine old, familiar friends made fair and bright,

Like unto Thee!

T

) FHRISTIAN

—Sunday Magazine.

THOUGHT.

THE HONOUR BELONGING TO
AGE AND EXPERIENCE.

Mr. Gladstone spoke the other day
with great sense to the students of
King’s College, Liondon, on & point in
which students need & word of caution.
He spoke with great wisdom of the
folly of rejecting or despising, or ne-
gleeting the conclusions to which our
fathers came in the region of thought.
We give here a portion of hic address:

““You live in a very peculiar time.
You will all of you have to encounter
very great intellectnal temptations.
The rapid extension of Lnowledge,
especially in certain departments, the
continual and lightwing-like circu-
lation of intellizence, tends, as it
were, to raica the moral ‘and imtel-
lectual teraperature of the mind, and
with that raised temperature there
comes a liability to excitement, and
with that lability to excitement comes,
invariably, upiess we are upon our
guard against it, instability of mind
and loss of those solid qualities upen
which the essence of human charaster

depends. It is requisite at these
times, beyoud all other times, per-
haps—certainly beyond all recent
times—not that men shouvld quexnch,
or even check, their eangerness for
knowledge, but it is requisite that you
should always keep in view those laws
which appertain to onr buman condi-
tion, and which tend to secure the
steady direction of our path. Now,
for example, thore isthefirst principle
of all, which old men and young men
likewise should take for thair gridance;
and that is thelaw of a supreme allegi:
ance to truth. There is no noble Life
and no principle of nobility in life
which can possibly be appropriated by
men, unless it include that sapreme
allegiance to truth and the firm dis-
position to make any sacrifice for at-
taining it and for retaining it. At
the same time do not let us suppose
that by the advption of any formula,
be that formula what it may, we ave
secured against intellectual and moral
denger. When you goabroad in the
world you will find that there are
mepy who suppose that when they

2
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proclaim their allegiance to truth
they are thereby proclaiming their
resistance to authority. There is
nothing more common in the sciolism
-of this day—aud if it is a day in which
Imowledge is abundant it is a day in
which I might almost say that
sciolism still more abounds—but there
are many who think that authority,
as an auxiliary principie in the guid-
.ance of the human mind, is nothing
bat & mischief and an ebuse, and that
when you say that you are attached
4o truth, when you say that you are
g votary of reason, that means you
hold yourself bound to deny all claims
whatever of authority or of tradition.
‘There can be no more gross super-
stition than this. (Applause.) And
rely uponit, that superstition is an
enemy of the human race that has a
multitude of forms, and that is just as
capable of clothing itself in the form
of novelty as in any other form what-
ever; nor do I know anything in which
superstition is more largely shown, or
more grossly shown, than in the in-
considerate embrace of a novelty
because itis new. (Applause.) I think
that in the pupi) rooms of this institu-
tion there are some of you who, if
they had come into these pupil rooms
possessed;with the idea that they were
to attach no weight whatever to the
authority of their teachers, would not
have obtained the prizes that I have
had the satisfaction of placing in your
hands. (Cheers.) Authority, in its
genuine sense, represents the title to
speak and to teach that is derived
from the anterior Iabours of mankind;
and it is indeed a formidable;thing if
we determine to say that we, who are
now born into this world, will have
ro regard to the anterior labours of
mankind. Thatis a thing that fuve-
gaxrd to the regions of knowledge and
of religion, men think they may say
with impunity. If they were fo
say it in any other department of
humanr life they would find the con-

sequences very inconvenient. If they
were to say it in reference fo most
questions of practical conduet, the
men of senge among whom they live
would simply enrol them, without
much ceremony in the class of fools.
(Alaugh.) If they wero to say it with
regard to matters of civil government,
the probability is that they might
come into very disagreeable relations
with those agents of authority, clad in
blue, whom we meet from time to
time as we walk along the streets.
(Laughter.) Depend upor it, the ex-
tension of knowledge, for which we
have so much reason to be thankful,
is a regulated and not a revolutionary
extension. The extension of know-
ledge undoubtedly ir many things in-
volves the correction of previous
knowledge, or what was supposed to
be previous knowledge; but it would
be almost better to forfeit the immmense
benefits arising from new knowledge,
than to embrace the idiotic propensity
of some to deny all value to the old
knowledge of mankind. We repre-
sent, perbaps, speaking in round
numbers, the hundredth of a hundred
generations of men, and there ave
some who think, or seem to think,
that for this hundredth generation
exclusive favours of Providence have
been reserved; that the other 99 did
not possess the same faculties, or did
not make proper use of them; and
that all we have to do is to turn
topsy-turvy everything that they
thought or decided. Now, I believe
you, who are shortly to be English
cifizens, cannot do better than take a
lesson from the general method pur-
sued in the regulation of the publio
affaire of this country. Comparing
us with other countries of the world
there has, on the whole, been & very
considerable amount of disposifion in
those who have ruled this country to
avail themselves of incressing know-
ledge, and to adapt the institutions of
the country to the times. On the
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other hand, there has never been &t
bny tirae o disposition among any
political party in this country, or &t
any rate among any politieal party
fvith the existence of whichI am ¢on-
voérsant, to undervalue the enormous
treasure handed down to us in the
laws, traditions, and institutions of
this country, in its improvement and
enlargement, to which we look,
ond the improvement and enlarge-
ment conducted in a spivit of
energy, and likewise in a spirit of
sobriety. The very same laws of our
being that govern us in practical af-
fairs should govern us also in the
vegions of knowledge. The same
dangers of exciternent, of conceit, of
too rapid and hasty inference not war-
ranted by the basis of facts upon
which it 13 founded—these very same
dangers which Englishmen know how
to avoid in their political affairs, are
dangers by which we are not less
beset in the region of intellectual in-
quiry and esertion. Now, for ex-
ample, in the time in which we live.
It is o time that has been distinguish-
ed by immense advances in physical
Iknowledge. There are some, perhaps
there are many, who appear to think
that these immense advances in
physical knowledge have been at-
tended by an equal accession of in-
formation, and an equal growth and
capacity to form and give judgment
in the region of that raoral knovrledge
which relates to humen nature and
its conditions. I believe it is im-
possible to conceive a grosser error.
The advance of knowledge in any one
department is undcubtedly, if it be
wisely used, auxiliary to the advence
of knowledge in every other depart-
ment; but if, instead of being wisely
used, it is never compared with other
Inowledge—if each man gets upon his
own hobby and rides it till it is out of
breath—if each man assarues that the
very process by which in a particular
subject-matter he has attained to a
Bl

particular amount of truth will iuvari-
ably, without any new means or ia-
struments, in every other subjeot-
matter, and without considering the
spacialtiss of each, lead him fo the
possession of all truth, the probability
is that he will fail in his object,and the
possibility is that the very knowledge
he possesses may be a mischief to hira
by depriving him of other and yet
more valuable knowledge that he
ought to possess in life. In truth,
there is one kind of knowledge that is
more iraportant almost thaa any
other, and that is to know the limits
of our own knowledge. If we kmow
the limits of our own knowledge, and
if we &t the same time endeavor to
make usa of it within those limiis,
then all knowledge, be it much or be
it little, is wnmixedly valuable and
precious. But if, possessing know-
ledge within certain naxrow limits, we
suppose it over-rides the whole field
of that which possibly may be known,
then that very knowledge becomes to
us & snare and a delusion, and leads
us into evils greater far than any,
perhaps, for which it can compensate
within its own domain. I therefore
would say to you who are young, never
forget the supreme allegiance due to
trugh. Never suppose thatin givinyg
supreme allegiance to truth, it means
that you are to cast off all the valu-
able aids that you derive from the as-
sistance of yuur seniors now alive, and
from the assistance of the seniors of
us all, viz., the former generations,
that, like us, have lived and moved
upon the earth, and that probably
bave doue their duby according to
their means as well as most of us ‘will.
Never consider tnat it can be wise, or
that it can be anything but the great-
est folly, to overlook their achieve-
ments. Cherish, on the contrary,
the disposition to turn them to good
accovnt; respect what they have
done; give due weight to their judg-
ments ; but don’t remonnce the es-
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gential prerogative of freedom which,
after due examination, and with due
care and scrutiny, binds you to ratify
conclusions for yourselves, and to
welk a8 responsible beings who must
ensver before God both for what the

think and for what they do. Be al-
ways anxious to extend the limits of
your knowledge, as well as to
deepen it within its limits, but
never forget to recognize those
limits. and beware of eallowing
yourselves under the subtle influence
of self-love to suppose when you have
acquired but little, that you have ac-
quizred all; for little it is that any of
you can acquire in comparison with
the whole of that which may be
known. There was 2 fime, and
that not a very distant time
—say 200 years ago, which I think is
not & very immoderate estimate—
when men endowed with large talents
and great capacity of application
might be said to attain the entire pos-
session of such knowledge as was then
ab the command of mankind. There
was & very great advantage, I think,
for individual discovery in that state
of things, because it was then practi-
egble for such men as I have in my
view—I could not name, perhaps, a
better instance than TLord Bacon—
such a man as Lord Bacon, or, per-
haps, still better, such a man as Lieb-
nitz—it was then possible for him to
survey the whole field of human knov-
ledge, and to consider every depart-
ment of it in its relation to every other
department. Now, that has become
almost impossible. The field is so
widened, and the specialties are so
mulfiplied, that all the best men and
the most dilligent men can do is to
acquire knowledge of o few branches,

and if he supposes he can acquire the
whole it is & eere and utter delusion.
You will gee hereafter how deeply and
speoially important it is in these days
—and no doubt it will be increasingly
important in every generation that
has to come—that we should lesrn,
and embrace, and cherish the know-
ledge of these cautions of which I have
spoken, and should be on our guard
against the subtle suggestions of self-
love, which may teach wus fo think
that that which we know, and which
we feel a pleasure in knowing, in-
volves all that is worth knowing, and
raakes us competent judges, without
further inquiry, of all subjects which
may be brought before us. These
cautions I hope you will earry with
you into the world. I hope you will
not suppose that in saying this, and
in addressing to you words which
some might think.would have not only
a sobering, but a chilling effect, that I
forget the noble and inspiring lessons
that are to be drawn at all times, and
especially on an occasion like this, in
witnessing the first ardent efforts of
youth, than which nothing, believe me,
more deeply touches the heart of the
old, or can more powerfully draw
forth from the inmost recesses of that
heart the exzpression of a fond and
earnest desire that all you have done
s0-day may be to you nothing but an
incentive and an earnest of future ef-
forts and future successes, to be
achieved intellectually in your pro-
gress through the world, and to be at-
tended with the cautlivation of any
higher than even intellectual excel-
lence that can make your life happy
and honoured, and your memory
blessed among those who shall come
after. (Lioud cheers,)
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FHRISTIAN PIFE.

—

ISAAC WATTS.*

The name of Dr. Watts is a house-
hold word throughout Christendom,
but comparatively few, we apprehend,
are familiaxr with the story of his life.
He has had other biographers, but
none have succeeded so well as Mr,
Paxton Hood in collecting and ar-
ranging the slender materials of his
history. Woe ghould have been sur-
prised had Mr. Hood failed to do
justice to his subject, for he has
brought to the task & mind richly
stored with biographical lore, s poetic
genius of no mean order, and a just
enthusiasm for his hero. Hood’s life
of Isaac Watts will transform a name
into @ living, breathing reality to
multitudes of readers, for every page
glows with the brightest touches of
the writer's genius. It is impossible
to studv the character of Watts,
which Mr. Hood <o faithfully de.
lineates, without a thrill of admira-
tion for the man ; or to ponder over
the labours of his life without breath-
ing the grateful emotion of the soml
in g psalm of thanksgiving fo God.

In the year in which Milton died
Watts was born; and though his
genius found scope for its exercise in
a different sphere, he may be regard-
ed as no unworthy successor of the
nonconformist, scholar, patriot, and
poet. He was a precocious child,
and at the age of four he commenced
learning Latin; at nine he added
Greek to his studies, and, before he
wag fourteen, French and Hebrew.
His father was a deacon of the In-
dependent church at Southampton,

*ieTsane Watts; His Life and Writings, |

ote. By L. Paxton Hood, Liondon. The
Religious Tract Society, 56 Paternoster Row.

i
v

in the gaol of which town he was im-
prisoned for his nonconformity in the
eventful years of 1674-5, when Isanc
was an infané. To his grandmother,
perhaps as mouch to his mother, he
was indebted fov his earliest lessons,
which influenced his mind and char-
acter. At fourteen he writes ¢ fell
under considerable convictions of
sin,” and a year later he adds, ¢ and
was taught to trust in Christ, I hope.”
We wonder whéther it was after in-
{ dulgidg in grateful reminiscences, he
! wrote the hymn containing the lines :
! “ A flower when offered in the bud,

Is no vain sacrifice.”

! We are no advocates of that preco-
‘ici{:v of infancy which is often pur-
' chased at the expense of mature age,
{but in the case of Watts we cennot
i but admire the genius which antici-
| pated the slow development of years.
" Althonzh he maintained his mental
i vigour to the last, an enfeebled con-
 stitution limited his usefulness, and

| yet, perheps, it is scarcoly just to-
| pronounce this judgment, for in the
i comparative seclusion which he
| sought, ne set the gospel to music,
| and enriched the church with a preci-
: ous legacy of holy song.
i Bunyan and Howe, Newton and
| Locke, Sely and Wren, Doddridge and
‘r Watts, men who, in ¢ a wild, wicked,
rand frivolous time ” enriched our
! literature, and added imperishnble
| monuments to our national greatuess,
were, for a grester or less period,
: cotemaporaries. Although “the avenues
| o prosperity and peace seemed to He
| in the conformity to the Church of
i England,” Isanc Watts maintained'
| the integrity of his convietions, re-
fused the offer of a friend fo defray
| his expenses at the university, end’
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In the year 1690, then but sixzteen

years of age, he entered the academy |

ot Stoke Newington to prepare for the
ministry. ‘¢ The pupil was nearer to
manhood than was implied in his
years; he was o well informed and
richly cultivated scholar when he left
his father’s house.” Thetwo methods
of study which he pursued might be
adopted by our young men with con-
siderable advantage, viz. :—to abridge
the works of general writers, and
then analyze the digest thus made;
and, secondly, to interleave the works
of authors with blank leaves, and
transfer additions from other writers
on the same subjects. In this way
an author may be mastered and a
subject compassed. He found a true
friend in his tutor, and in his lines
% to the much honoured Mr. Thomas
Rowe, the director of my youthf

studies,” he says :— :

¢ Thy gentle influence, like the sun,

Only dissoives the frozen snow,

Then bids our thoughts, like rivers flow,
And choose the channels where they run.”

Perhaps there is & mild censure im-
plied in the last line, for several stu-
dents of dissenting academies had
gone over to the communion of the
established church; amongst whom
may be mentioned, the father of the
Wesleys, Dr. Butler, who became
Bishop of Durham, and Dr. Secker,
Archbishop of Canterbury. Charity
forbids, or it might be s2id of these
and others, they sacrificed principle
to preferment.

Having completed his studies at
Stoke Newington, Watts returned to
Southampton, where he expressed the
opinion that ¢ the psalmody was far
beneath the beauty and dignity of a
Christian service,” and was requested
to produce something hetter. The
following Sunday he presented his
first hymun, which was sang at the

cast in his lot b,inongst the dissenters. |

olose of the service,

¢ Behiold the glories of the Lamb

Amidst his Father’sthrone;
Prepare new honours for his name
_ And songs before unknown.”

The innovation was hailed by many as-
a desirable improvement, and song
after song lowed from his ready pen.

Returning to Stoke Newington ab
the age of twenty-two, he tcolk up his
residence in the family mansion of
Sir John Havtopp, as private tutor to
the future baronet. It was at this
period he wrote his ¢ Miscellaneous
Thoughts,” ¢ Logis,” and * Improve-
ment of the mind.” His industry
was untiring ; Mr. Hood says, “he
had his work to do, and he wrought
al it like 2 living conscience.” Con-
secrated genius and counscientious in-
dustry were the factors in the marvel-
ous products of his life. On his
twenty-fourth birthday, he preached
his first sermon, in the church of Dr.
Chauncy, in Mark Lane, with whorm
he shared the pastorate for nearly
four years, and whom he succeeded
as sole pastor. It was no easy task
for a young man to minister to a con-
gregation which had been presided
over by Joseph Caryl and John Owen.
“ From the pulpit of fhisplace Caryl
probably poured forth those prelec-
tions on the book of Job, assuredly in
more than one sense a monument to
the memory of patience! Vast and
mammoth like, a megatherium of
books, the most huge commentary
ever written, but a structure of learn-
ing, with eloquence and evangelical
trnth, if large in bulk, almost equal
in worth.” If the illnesses of Watts in-
terfered with his public ministrations,
they chastened his spiric and drew
forth the richest consolatious for many
a suffering saint. Writing to a brother
minister in affliction, he says, * It is
my hearty desire for you that your
faith imay ride out the storms of
temptation, and the anchor of your
hope may hold, being fized within the
vail. There sits Jesus our forerunner,
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s7ho sailed over this rough sea befors
us, and has given us a chart, even his
word, where the shelves and rocks,
the fierce currents and dangers are
well described, and he is our pilot, and
will conduct us to the shores of happi-
ness. I am persuaded, then, in the
future state, we shall take a sweet re-
view of those scenes of providence
which have been involved in the
thickest darkness, and trace those
footsteps of God when he walked with
us through the deepest waters. This
will be a surprising delight, to
survey the manifold harmony of
clashing dispensations, and to have
those perplexing riddles laid open to
the eyes of our souls, and read the
full meaning of thera in set characters
of wisdom and grace.”

Absorbed by his philosophical and
ministerial labours, and devoting his
leisure hours to the composition of his
hyrns and sacred Iyrics, ho played a
very insignificant part in the events
of that stiring ag8, between the last
years of the reign of Charles II. and
the closing years of the second George.
He was nce & social demagogue, a
political partizan, nor a réligious
agitator ; like a star, which sheds its
benign radiance through the gloom of
a tempest-wrought sky, he dwelt
apart, while the influence of his saint-
ly life and consecrated genius shone
all $he brighter for the storms which
raged around. If we cannot spesk of
Watts as a foremost champion of the
rignts and liberties of the peopls, we
must not regard him as an indifferent
spectator of the wrongs under which
they suffered. He advocated those
principles which were already be-
ginning to leaven public opinion, and
preferred the pen to the sword as the
wegpon of his warfare. ¢ He was
essentially,” says his biographer, ““a
main of contemplation ; his aectivity

was only the reflection of a contem:.

plative life.”
In height Dr. Watts was below the

) v———

average, and often had to listen fo un.
kind reflestion upon his diminutive
stature by men whose height was a
poor compensation for the smell di-
mensions of their brains, Overheox-
ing the remark by a stranger—¢What|
is that the great Dr. Watts?” heis
said to have pencilled the imprompta
verse—
© «“TWers I 50 tall to rench tho pole,

And grasp the ocenn in my span:

I must be measured by my soul—

The mind’s the standard o: the man.”

Although the verse was undoubtedly
written by Watts, it is just pos-
sible that the incident which ig
srid to have suggested it may be
fabulous. Another anecdots is relat-
ed of him, but his biographer hints &
doubt as to its authenticity. <« Wher
once in a coffee house, and somewhat
in the way of a tall giant of & man, he
said to Watts, <Let me pass, Ogiaxt!’®

and Watts replied, < Passon, O pigayi®

¢Ionly referred to your mind,’ said
the giant. ‘I also to yours,’ replied
Watts”

One of the smallest of mortals, he
hed one of the largest homes. After

a severe iliness he was invited by Six .

Thomas and Lady Abney to spend-a
few weeks with them ir their country
mansion at Cheshunt, and he resided
with the family for a period of thirty-
six years. They accounted it no mean
honour to minister to the comfort of
their worthy guest, and, by relieving
him of the cares which would have
pressed heavily upon his sensitive
spirit, to enable him to pursue his con-
genial siudies. When lady Abney
came to Stolie Newington, Watts came
with her, and here be spent the last
thirteen years of his life, ¢ waiting
God's leave to die.” ‘The grounds

surrounding the mansion have heen

converted into the Abney Park Cesa-
etery, which has become since the
closing of Lunhill Fields, ¢ o sort of
santa ¢roce 0 campa santo of revered
and hallowed dust. '
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Dr. Johnson, speaking of the vast
range of thought compassed by Watts,
says, “Hvery man aoquainted with
the common principles of human ac-
tion will look with veneration on the
writer who is at one time combating
Locke, and at another making s cate-
chism for children in their fourth
year,” Paxtor Hood says of his
“Logic” and the ‘ Iinprovement of
the Mind,” ¢ No book can be better
fitted to strengthen and direct the
mind in the first years of mind-life,”
and no better evidence can be afforded
than the fact that for many years it
was the text book at both our Univer-
sities. His treatise on ¢ The World
to Cumae,” though but little known
now, was, at one time, deservedly
popular, and abounds with many pas-
sages of fervour and beauty. As a
preacher, he was rather practical than
profound, and if his diction was highly
polished, his sermons were composed
of the true metal. In reprobating the
philosophical preaching of a certain
school, he exclaims, “ Go, dress up
all the virtues of human nature in all
the beauties of your oratory, and de-
claim aloud on the praise of social
virtue and the amiable gualities of
goodness, till your hearts or lungs
ache, among the lower herds of man-
kind, and you will ever find, as your
heathen fathers have done before you,
that the wild appetites.and passions
of men are too violent to be restrained
by sunch mild and silken language.
You may as well build up a fence of
straw and feathers to resist a cannon
ball, or try to quench & flaming gren-
ado with a shell of fair water, as hope
to succeed in thess aitempts. But an
eternal heaven and an eternal hell
carry a divine force and power with
them.” He askswith a touch of scorn,
““'When you brush over the olosed
eyelid with a feather, did you ever find
it give light to the blind ? Have any
of your soft harangues, your continued
threads of silken eloquence, ever raised

the dead “” In his sermons, ho dis-
dained the pride of reason and the af-
fectations of philosophy, and preached
to be ¢ understanded of the people.”
Like many other good men, he was
the victim of abuse and misrepresen-
tation, but his character was too tran-
sperent to sutfer from the venomous
sting of slanderous tongues. A good
an in the happy consciousness of
his integrity may commit his cause
to the righteous judgment of God and
await the issues of the last tribunal,
To sully the fair fame of & good man’s
charaoter is no novel artifice of the
enemy. If he cannot destroy the
righteous, he will tarnish the lustre of
their piety; if the truth is imperish-
able, he will corrupt it with an admix-
ture of error. < But we are notig-
norant of his devices:” His bitter
and most persistent opponent was
Thomas Bradbury, a neighbouring
minister, and whose calumnious per-
secution earned for him the suggestive
title of Shimei Bradhury. Dr, Watts
maintained his position & & minister of
the gospel for upwards of fifty years,
during the greater part of which period
he was assisted by a devoted co-pastor.

It is, after all, as o hymn writer that
Watts is best known, and, as many of
his hymns bear the impress of immor-
tality, his name will never be forgot-
ten. At the time of his advent to
Liondon, the guickened piety of the
churches demanded holy songs for its
expression in praise, adoration, and
thanksgiving; but congregational sing-
ing was regarded by many dissenters
as an innovation mnot to be tolerated.
‘When Benjamin Keach, after long ax-
gument and effort, introduced singing
as an infegral part of congregational
worship, ¢ & rinority withdrew, and
took refuge in a songless sanctuary, in
which the melody within the heart
might be in no danger of distarbance
from the perturbations of song.”
The hymns which Watts had accumu-
latad were now published, but unfor-

TS

[ U N




v

S DI ~ -

e Bt e e T L

!

THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

407

tunately the copyright was sold, so
that the successive editions appeared
without the author’s emendations.
Had he been at liberty to remove the
blemishes +which were attached to
meny of his hymns, John Xeble
would have had no occasion fo say,
¢¢ he was no poet,” and George Mae-
donald would never have pronounced
the verdict, * most of Dr. Waitts’
hymns are doggrel.” That hishymns
are unequal we freely admit, but in
every cne of them there is a touch of
genius, while many rise to the height
of poetic inspiration. Mr. Hood very
truly remarks, ¢ men who have no
sympathy with evangelicil truth can
searcely be expected to have much
admiration for Watts,” Nor is the
author to be held responsible for all
the versions of his hymns. which have
found their way into various collec-
tions ; “ many of them have passed
through a perfect martyrdom of mal-
treatmeat.” In his hymmns he com-
passed the vast range of revealed doc-
trine, and every emotion of the soul
finds apt and faultless expression in
rhythmical langnage. ¢ There is an
intense and immediate objectiveness
about Watts’ hymns,”” says Mr. Hood ;
¢ praise, like a clear and glowing fir-
mament, encompasses them all, and
the objects of adoration revolve, like
the firmamental lights, clear and dis-
tinet to the vision.” If Augustirys
definition of a hymn were adopted,
not only would many of Watts’ hymns
be excluded from our collections, but
some of the finest metrical composi-
tions in our langnage. ¢ Praise to
God ” is the characteristic of only one
elass of hymns; but is there no ele-
ment of praise in the emotions of a
soul inspired by the perfections of the
Almighty, the blessings of the atone-
ment, and the ministrations of the
spirit 2 Ave not the memories of the
divine goodness, expressed in holy

—— . . e -

song, of the nature of praise? Is not
the Lord hononred even by the soul,
which is

** "Rapt into still communion that transcends
The imperfeot ofices of praise and prayer.”

As the poet of the sanctuary, Watts
has laid the church under no small
obligation, and as the psalmist of the
soul he has furnished a medium for
the utterance of every possible emo-
tion, want, and desire,

‘When he came to die at the ripe
age of seventy-four, the calm confi-
dence which he had breathed in many

a hymn possessed his soul. The faith
by which he had seen the
¢ Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood,”

grew brighter towards the last. I
have no fear of dying.” he said, “ it
would be my greatest comfort to lie
down and sleep, and wake no more.”
Thus he came to prove, in his own
experience, the truth of one of his
early hymns—
¢ Josus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are,

‘While on his breest I lean my head
And breathe my life out sweetly there.”

« Without a struggle or & groan” he
passed away, November 25th, 1748, to
the heaven for which his spirit longed
when he sang—

¢ There shall T bothe my weary soul,
In seas of heavenly rest,

And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast.”

* * * »*
¢ Haste, my beloved, fetch my soul
Up to thy blesa'd abode:
Fly, for my spirit longs to see
My Savicour erd my God !”

* * * L

# Now to the God of victory
Immortal thanks be paid,

‘Who mekes us conguerors while we dis,
Through Christ our living head.”

VernoN J. CHARLESTORTH,
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CHATAUQUY 8. 8. ASSEMBLY.

The annuel gathering of Sabbath
School workers has been held as usual
this year at Chatauquy, and with more
than the usual success. It would be
jmpossible to give in our space any-
thing like a sumamary of the work done.
‘We content ourselves with giving here
the closing exercises onthe 16th ultimo
as reported in the Chatauquy Herald ;

The exercises begau with the read-
ing of the 126th, 127th, and 128th
Psalms, by Dr. Vincent, after which
Dr. Vineent offered prayer as follows :

We need to pray to Thee, our God,
we need Thy pardoning grace, we need
Thy guickening spirit, we need Thy
guiding hand, we need Thy all-present
and unfailing wisdom to protect us,
we need Thy heart of love te fold us
in the hours of our sorrow and in the
hours of our teraptation; and as we
aeed Thee, so do we look to Thee, not
because the stars have taught us, nor
the flowers have taught us, that Thou
art our best friend, but because out of
Thy word we have found full assurance
of the troth ; and there we find that
the God of the stars, and the God of
the flowers, and the God of all great
and beautiful things is our God and
our Father; and all the strength which
we gather out of Thy word, and the
strength of the precious promises which
we there read, we give to Thee in our
sin and helplessness this morning.
We call upon Thee for 2 Father's bless-
ing. We thank Thee for these preci-
ous days which we have spenttogether;
for the ample facilities which they have
furnished us for enjosment and for
improvement. We thank Thee for the
goodly fellowship which we have en-
joyed, the fellowship of those we love,
the fellowship of those who bave been

strangers to us, but are strangers no
more ; the fellowship of the saints in
all the branches of Thy church. We
thank Thee for the words of wisdom
which have been spoken by Thy ser-
vants ; for the words of inspiration
which have come to us out of warm
and earnest hearts; for the words of
song and all their power, their ministry
and uplifting and exalting. And we
pray Thee now, as we gather up in our
minds the memories of all these bless-
ed things and the infinence of them
all, that our hearts may be brought
this morning nearer to Thyself. We
cry out to Thee out of the depths—
Nearer, O God to Thee,
Nearer to Thee—
"E'en though it be a cross
That raiseth me—
Sl all my cries shall be,
Nearer, O God, to Thes,
Nearer to Thee.

O Lord, bless Thou this Assembly,
its officers, its teachers, all its mem-
bers; andas some of us shall go away,
do Thou grant that in our parting we
shall go with Thy blessing. Be -with
those who linger in these groves o few
days longer yet. Draw them nearer
Thyself, and may we all find our
hearts drawn npearer and closer to
Thee. We now commit ourselves, onr
families, our charches, our dearly be-
loved in every sphere of life, we com-
mend ourselves to Thy preeious keep-
ing. Guide us through another year
in safety, and grant we may meet
agein in this beautiful place to enjoy
these delightfulassociations, 25 we have
met and enjoved them here at this
time ; and should any who are mow
here, before we gather for the mnex
Assembly, depart from this life, God
grant that they meay depart with their
hearts full of the brightness end con-
fidence of Thy love.

R
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And now, O God, grant unto us all
an abundant entrance into Thine own
-everlasting kingdom, through Jesus
‘Christ, cur Liord. Amen.

SPEECH BY LEWIS MILLER, ESQ.

After the prayer President Liewis
Miller spoke as follows :

Good morning ; and it is good-bye ;
and that is the way the world moves.
Itis ¢ good morning,” we come into
this beautiful light; and it is ‘¢ good-

‘bye.” and we lay them in the little,

ngrrow bos. Some have come hers
even, said “good morning,” and we
have laid them in g little box and car-
ried them away; and so with life.
‘Who shell be here next year and enjoy
these beautiful gatherings and here
these voices from this platform ¢ I
had thought of saying about this ¢ that
my relation to this society is very peou-
liar ; first, probably very honourable ;
second, very laborious, and as Dr.
Wiythe said last night, it was not his
privilege to come here and enjoy and
hear all these doings that are going on,
on the platform. So with myself; it
is to cut off litfle branches that are
around the outskirts of this great As-
sembly, correcting this little error and
that little exrror on both sides, thet we
may make and that others may make,
and I have prayed that I might have
some kind of wisdom that would en-
able me to discern between the right
and wrong, so that I could, if possible,
do justice toall. Now I may have
misjudged many times, and perhaps
sometimes againet you, but allow me
to say that so far as my heart is con-
cerncd there has not been one case
that it bas been the purpose of my
heort to judge against anyone. If I

ave made mistakes they have bzen
errors of the head and not of the heart.
If it hasbeen an ervor I trust you will
forgivae me, becanse if there is ons pur-
poza ehove another it ie that we miaht
ooma together 2nd not have o sinale
breanck hanging at the outskirts that

would mar the least possible place in
this Assembly. And my joy and my
satisfacticn comes from sesmg you
satisfied, and in seeing you enjoying
yourselves. If I conld sif back there on
thet platform all the time and see il
of you enjoying yourselves and being
happy, no greater joy could corae to
this heart. Ihave heard but few ser-
mons and few lectares; I have nob
been in one of the normal classes in
the three years of this Assembly. My
work has been around the outskirts to
malke the people happy ; and when you
are happy, then I am happy. And it
is only because I have seen 5o many
happy faces here, and so many happy
hearts that has made me feel a rejoic-
ing in bearing the burdens I have to
bear. Once in a while there has been
something that mightnot be right, bub
I have tried to pass that by as thongh
ithad not occurred. I do mnot lmow
that there has been a person coms to
this ground since the Assembly began
that 1 cannot now take by the hands
and say, * Welcome to these grounds ;
come again, and we will try and do the
same thing.” And if there are errors
look them over, and take them =ad
errors of the head and not of the
heart. Good-bye. (Applause.)

SPEECH BY DR. W. W. WYTHE.

President Miller wasfollowed by Dr.
‘Wythe, who spoke as follows :

I have felt exceedingly difiident
about addressing this congregation,and
I think the resson for that diffidence
is, that I have not been able in my own
mind fo approach the spirit of this
meeting. You know when we go to &
prayer-meeting or & warin experiencs
mesting, or onything of that sort, we
are very jealous if anybody comes in
who has not partaken of the spirit and
demapens the ardour of the meefing,
and I feit as if I came before you with

any words, they would be words so{ar

{below you in the plane of experienee,
'that I would only darapen your arder.
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Aad I have only consented this morn-
ing tu sny n word on the request of Dr.
Vincent, and I implore you who ere
spiritual, as the Apostle Paul puts it,
to remember in your prayers one who
has not the enjoyment that you have
had during this meeting. I have often
had occasion to feel during the past
year, as Brother Miller has soid, that
my part has been on the outskirts.
Yzt I bave made delightful associations
at Chaatauquy when I did not know
it. T have had occasion during the
past year to visit & number of cities,
both East and West, and it waswonder-
ful. When I went to these places I
met people whom I did not know, as I
only get a glance at your faces, yet I
find you all knoswwme. (A voice: We
all know you, Doctor.) (Applause.) I
get off the cars at New York or Chica-
go, and hardly an hour passes but I
meet somebody who takes me by the
hand and says, “ How do you do,
Dr. Wythe.,” Isay ‘“I donot know
your name.” Thisanswer—“Oht I
met you at Chautauquy.” (Applause.)
Y do not mean to say good-bye this
morning, for I espect to meeta great
meny of you, as I have in the past,
aiid if I do not I hope every Chauntau-
guan will not fuil to recognize me and
give me a warm greeting, and I will
pray this morning that God will bless
both you and me, and pray that we
may have many pleasant gatherings
untii, 23 we seng this morning in the
hymn, ¢ We shall shine together as
stars in His bright crown.” (Ap-
plause.)

REMARES BY PROF. EBLISS.

Prof. Bliss was then introduced and
seng a mew song, ‘At the feet of
Jesus,” first saying that he would not
g2y good-by—that he was going to stay
to the Church Congress—that what had
taken place here so far was very well
in 2ll its way—the Scientific and
Temperance Congresc and Bunday-
School Assembly, but the entertzin-

meut was yet to take place during the
coming days of the Church Congress.
Ho hoped severybody would remeain
here, but if they must go he wanted
them to leave ag he would have done
if he had been going to leave this
morning—go quietly down to the boat
and say good-by to no one.

CLOSING REMABKES BY REV. DR. VINCENT.

Dr. Vincent then came forward and
said :

In view of the coming Congress we
are anxions to hold as many of you
here as possible. I remember well
the first time I went away from home
how I made a bargain with my mother
that she should not make much fuss
over it, if possible, simply because it
was g sad thing to say good-bye. Ifis
really a good thing to say good-bye.
It has to be said, 1t hasto be said after
a while, it has to be said often, and if
the good-bye can be said with an up-

lifted heart, and with the light of hope ;

it is not altogether unprofitable to say
good-bye. Now to me, Chanbanquy
has very peculiar cnarms,it is growing
in preciousness to meas the yearspass
by. The first time we met wasa
pleasant evening and we were at the
opening, at the threshold of an experi-
ment. We had a cheery time, and 2
series of meetings lasting two weeks.
Icee faces now that I met then. For
fourteen deys we had fine lectures and
charming concerts, and the inspiration
of good fellowship, and when it came
to the last day, and we had to say
good-bye, I confess my heart leaped
to my tongume. Last year it was hard-
er to part, and this year it is harder
still, and if I thought it was the last
time I should be at Chauntzuquy, my
heart would be sbout broken I thinlk,
beczuse there have grown up such
charming associations with pecple
who love noble and bezutiful things,
with people who love consecrated ser-
vice, and have the right ideal ond
strong purpose and strong erm for
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the attack, and who are going out
from yeur to year to do more valiant
and better service for the Master than
they did before. And when Christian
people meet and leave, when the part-
ing comes, even though it be the
proper time, there is a vein of sadness
in it, which, I almost said, if we could
we would not avoid. This is a beauti-
ful place, this lake, this grove. And
2 gentleman, pointing to an old ehw,
es he passed, said, ¢ That ought to ba
named, for itis & magnificent tree.”
And as I Jook over this great audi-
ence, with its sunlight and shadow, a
magnificent mosiac, such as no artist
ever produced, with light and shade
on your faces, and not only the light
of heaven, hut with glad love and
hopes, I say the beauties of this place
are enhanced. I have been in the
Alps, and in St. Peter’s at Rome, and
climbed the Pyramids, and rambled
over Palestine, and floated on the
Nile, and been in Athens, and I don't
know where all, but in all the swest
places on this globe of our God there
is no place so precious to me as Chau-
teuquy. (Loud applause.) The very
mention of the name starts a thousr nd
associations, and ills my heart with
beantiful thoughts and aspirations,
and the dream of my life is to make
this & place so that in years to come,
when you and I are dust, they shall
come to this beautiful grove and hold
sessions of learning and culture and
piety, and to do all the holy things
that man can do, under the shadow
of the Cross of Jesus Christ. Some
of ns may stay here now two or three
days longer, and I am very glad, for
we shell have a pleasant time and the
Church Congress will be a success.
I have no anxiety about it, though
Brother Wythe has been hovering
around and says, “I don't Like the
idex of closing up as though this was
going to be the end of il.” Never
mind ; there will be plenty of people
here, and even if there is but few here,

it will be a success. You may talk
about the Soientific Congress, and
Temperance Convention, and Reform.
Councils, and Chorch Congress; I tell
you thisis the Sunday School As-
sembly ; and when it breaksup and
we shake hands, and the cottages re-
main here, and 5 great many people
stay here, this is the end of the Sun-
day School Assembly this year, and
Iamsorry for it. (Applause.) We
g0 out to work ; some to fight, some
of us have haxd fighting that other
people know nothing about. We all
have our innermost struggles—talk
about martyrs in the old time—there
is just as much test of character, and
just as much heroism, =nd just as
much danger now as there ever was.
I don’t know but I had rather risk the
old times, when a man standing up-
for Christ had to be exposed to the
lions and tigers in the amphitheatre,
than to meet the allurements and
fascinations in the world and insidu-
ous templations of the arch deron in
all times and in all places. Shall I
tell you there are as many crowns to
be won to-day asin the olden times
of fiery persecutions, sad as much
need for strengih and trusting in God.
And I pray God to-day that He will
keep us in his power—that we may be
prepared to go from this place to-day
to do valiant service as His children.
(Appleuse.) Some one has requested
me to recite a poem that I read at the
close of the Assembly last year It is
a poem that I picked up, and has
decply thrilled me, and at your re-
quest I will read it. (Voices—read.
it—-read it).

Iset elone with my conscience,

In o placo where time had ceased,

And we talked of my former living

In the land where the years iucreased:

And I{elt I should have to answer

The questions put {o me,

And to face the answer und question

Throughont an eternity.

The ghosts of foxgoiten actions
Camc floating beforo my sizht,
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And things that I thouaht were dead things,
Woere alive with a terrible might;

And the vision of all my past lifs

Waes an awful thing to taste—

Along with my consoience sitting

In that solemuly silent place.

And Ithought of o far-away warning,
Of a sorrow that was to be mine,

In o land that then was the future
But now is the present time;

And T thought of my former thinking
Of the Judgment day tobe;

But sitting alone with my conscience
Seermed judgment enough for me.

And I wondered if there was a future

‘To this land beyond the grave ;

Bat no one gave me on answer

And no one caine to save.

Then I felt that the fature was present,
And the present would never go by,

For it was but the theught of my past life
Grown into eternity.

Then I woke from my timely dreaming,
And the vision passed away,

And I knew the far away warning

Was a worning of yesterday.

And I pray that I mey not forget it

In the land before the grave,

That I may not cry in the future,

And 1o one come to save.

And so I have learned & lesson

Which T ought to have learned before,
And which, though I learned it dreaming,
I hope to forget no more.

So I sit alone with my conscience

In the place where the years increase,
AndI try to remember the foture,

In the land where time shall cease.

And I kmovw of the future judgment,
How dreadful so’er it be,

That to sit alone with my conscience
Will be judgment enough for me.

May we this morning have our con-
seience purged froxa dead works, and
dedieate ourselves to Him who is able
to save us. And now, friends, I com- ,
mend you to the power of His grace,
which is able to give you an inherit-
ance among all those who are senetifi- |
ed. And now unto Him who is able to
do abundantly all that we ask—uato
Him be glory in the Church through-
outall ages—I commend you, &nd may |
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Ghost be with you
gll. Inow declare the third snuual
Sunday-school Asserably closed.

THE LAITY AND CHURCH
ACTIVITY.

After the Sabbath School Assembly
olosed at Chautauqua a Church Con-
ference opened for three days.
The first subject brought up for
disoussion was ¢ What work can
Laymen do in the Church.”

From the host of eminent workers
present Dr. Vincent elicited answers
to the following questions :

1. What right have laymen to work
in the church ?

a. Christ said: “ To every men his
work,” without distinction.

b. The commission, **Go ye into

i the world aud preach the Gospel to

every creature,” is addressed to the
whole church.

II. What work may laymen do ?

a. Individual effort on behalf of
souls to win them for Christ. There
isnone who may not recognize the
call, ¢ Let him that heareth say come,”
and ery, Behold the Lamb of God.

b. Instruction—building men up in
Christ viz: teaching in the Sundsy
schools, ete.

¢. Financial support of the Gosgel
—accumulating and giving means.

d. Perform official duties, viz ; stew-
ard, trustes, deacon, eldey, etc.

e. Distribute tracts in connection
with business and social converse.

f. Laymen may preach.

4. The powerful aid of prayer for
the church and pastor. The inspira-
tion derived from the kmowledge that
there are persons wnraying for the
speaker wes dwelt wpon, and illastra-
ted in » touching incident by Dr. Vin-
cent.

_____ e e e
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k. The laity should in all ways sus-
tain the worship of praise, congregea-
tional singing.

i, There should be orgunized lay
effort in every church to reach and re-
lieve the stranger, the sick and the
poor.

j. Laymen can purchase sites for
church edifices, ¢an collect money
for building churches.

k. The laity can greatly aid all
church services by filling the front
seats. .

l. By themselves attending, as a
matter of conscience, all the services.

m. By greeting and cordial welcome
to strangers—inviting them to pews,
fornigshing them with hymn books,
efe.

7. It is part of laymen’s duties to
guitaebly advertise the preaching.

o. To bring in the entire Sunday
school into the church.

2. The laity should actively engage
in temperance reform, especially
smong the young.

g. Can engage in mission Sunday
Schools and mission prayer-meet-
ings.

7. Cultivate and exemplify Chris-
tian benevolence, sustaining all the
arms of the Church.

s. Can lead public prayer and speak
in social meetings.

t. Co-operate in all pastoral labors.

u. Exemplify in life the power of
Christ’s Gospel.

v, Can exert a Christian influence
apon the public schools, securing
Churistian teachers, ete.

II1. How develop the activity of the
leity ?

a. By such discussions as ave ev-
joyed at this Church Congress.

b Personal example encourages
other laymen to go and do likewise,

¢. Direct appeal—bring all motives
to urge more to do everything in their
power for Christ.

d. By assigning definite work to in-
dividuals, saying not ¢ Work for
Christ,” but, * Do this little thing for
Christ.”

e. Show different methods of work-
ing for the Master.

/. By wisely commending the real
workers.

g. By placing live men at the head.

h. By exalting lay effort as Chris-
tian snd honourable,

IV. How can we organize laymen
for work.

Sub-divide the labor into different
departments, sppointing & committes
for each.

a. On strangers—TLiooking them up
and infroducing them into the church.

b. Committee to visit prisoms, jails,
alms-houses, ete.

¢. Reception Committee.

d. To vieit hotels and other publie
places with cards, and invite all there
to come to the services of the church.

e. Commitiee on temperance and
out-door exercises.

/- Tract Coramittee.

g. Ladies to supplemennt pastor's
labors in visiting, ete.

k. Bmployment Committee.

i. Missions.

Jj. Committee on Sunday schools.

_ k. On delinguent members ; inguir-
ies.

. On church periodieals.

. Fingacial Committee.

The printing of church manuals and
directories was recommended.
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jDRACTICAL fAPER.

AFTER CONVERSION—WHAT
NEXT ?

BY THEODORE L, CUYLER, D.D.

The religious journals have been
filled for several months past with the
welcome reports of widespread revi-
vals. These have been often spoken of
as harvest seasons in the various
churches. But the phrase is an er-
roneous and misleading one. Conver-
gion is rather a planting-time with &
soul than its ¢ harvest.” It is a be-
ginning of better things; not a
consummation completed.  Those
pastors and evangelists commit a fear-
ful mistake who feel that the econver-
-sion of sinners iz the one main object
of all Gospel effort; whereas conver-
sion is only the means, the essential
first step to the great end of all true
Gospel effort, which is the service of
«God by a genuine godly life. Those
young converts make a still worse mis-
take, if they sit down happy and con-
‘tented with having * coufessed Christ”
and united with his Church. The clock
thatstrikes one is expected to strike two.

What is conversion ? It is a turn-
ing from the wrong road into the ri; bt
one. The journey is yet to be -re-
formed before Heaven is attained.
Too many, alas! set out on this
straight road and fall away before they
reach the mark of the prize. Conver-
sion is simply an enlisting in the army
of Jesus. The battles and the hard
bivouacs are yet before you. Let not
‘him that girdeth on his harness boast
himself as he thet putteth it off. We
want to impress it on the mind of
-every young convert that the real con-
‘flict hes only begun, and they have
done no more than to put on their
:armour and enroll their names. Sup-

posing you to be truly regenerated by
the Divine Spirit, what next !

‘Wewouldreply thatthe sowing-time
of your spiritual spring hasjust begun.
Don’t vepeat the cuxrent prattle about
being a ‘‘ harvested soul gathered into
the garner.” The Church is nota
granery. You are just beginuing to
sow for yourself : and whatsoever you
sow you will surely reap. You are
forming new habits of thinking and
acting. You are an utterly inexperi-
enced beginner in an entirely new line
of life. The first year of your Chris-
tian life will have a mighty influencs
on all your future. Many a wedlock
has been spoiled by a bad honeymoon.
Many & promising convert has been
ruined by an nnhappy start; or, ab
least, his hopes of spiritual power and
usefulness have been blasted.

Begin with a determination to learn
Christ’s will and do it. This is what
that famous convert near Damascus
was aiming at when he enquired, so
anxiously : ¢ Liord, what wilt thou
have me to do?” Iftis very well to
know what a Bunyan or & Finney or a
Moody has written or said about the
Christian life. Butgo to the fountain-
head. Go to Jesus in an humble,
docile spirit, and ask him in fervent
prayer to gnide you. Bend your will
to his will. He is perfectly willing to
guide the meek and the teachable in
the right way. I honestly believe that,
when a docile heart sincerely asks to
be led and then obeys the voice of con-
science, that heart seldom takes afalse
step—ye. never does.  Jesus promises
to lead youin the way of all fruth.
Trust hira.

Conscience is the vital point. You
need nob trouble yourself much about
your feelings or your frames, aslong

e s s
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28 congeienee turns as steadily toward
Christ as the needle toward the North
Pole. It is the office of consoiense to
detect sin and righteousness ; to decide
for one and to rejest the other, Feel-
ings ars very fallacious, Some Chris-
tians are very devout in their feelings
end wretchedly deficient in their daily
conduct. They forget that the best
proof of love to Christ is to ¢ keep his
commandments,” Fervent Christians
in the prayer-meeting, they are sorry
specimens of Christians outside of it.
There is a lamentable lack of consei-
ence in too much of the flaming piety
which burns out all its oil in the
prayer-room or the ¢ praise-meeting.”
‘We do not wonder at the sneers which
are often levelled by shrewd men of
the world at this sort of “revival
religion.” See to it that you give no
occasion for such sneers. See to it
thet Jesus is not betrayed Dbefore his
enemies by your inconsistency. , The
best thing you can do for your Saviour
and your Master is to live an honest,
truthful, pure, and godly life. Others
are watching you. Then watch over
yourself. .

In putting on your armor, don’t for-
got that the sword of the Spiritis the
Word of God. Not content with
merely reading your Bible, study it.
Instead of skimming over whole acres
of truth, put your spade into the most
practicol passages and dig deep. Study
the twenty-fifth Psalm, and the twelfth
chapter of Romans, as well as the sub-
lime eighth chapter. Study the whole
epistle of James. It will teach you
how a Christian ought to behave be-
fore the world. As you get on further,
you may strike your hoe and your
mattock down into the rich ore-beds
of the Book of John. Saturate your
heart with God's Word.

As for your field of Christian work,
you ought not to have much trouble
about thet. Follow God's leadings,
and go into the first field of labor
which he opeus to you. Do not szek

easy posts or those which will flatter
vanity. Brave Mary Lyon used to
tell her pupils at Mount Holycke to
“ go where no one else was willing to
go.” Threescors of her graduates be-
came missionaries for Christ Jesus.
As soon as you begin to think that you
are too good for your place, then the
place is too good for you, Do what
you can do best. A converted inebri-
ate in my congregation has found his
field in & praying-band for the refor-
mation of drunkards. While you are
working for the Master, do not neglest
the inner life of your own soul. If
you do not keep the fountain well
filled with love of Jesus, the stream of
your activities will run dry as soon s
the novelty is over.

Your daily battle will be with the
sins that most easily beset you. The
serpent often scotched is nos ILilled.
Paul himself had to give his carnal
appetites che ¢ black eye'’ pretty
often. You will never get your dis-
charge from this war with the old
Adam until you enter Heaven. The
moment you fall asleep, the Philistines
will be upon you. Challenge every
tempter that ayproaches you. The
dangerous devil is the one that wears
the white robe and cozens you with o
smooth tongue.

Finglly, strive tobe 2 Christian man
everywhere. Carry the savour of your
communion with Christ wherever vou
go. Jacob brought into his old blind
father’s presence such an oder of the
barley-ground and the vineyrrd that
he had ¢ the smell of a field which the
Lord had blessed.” Every place you
enter ought to be the better for your
presence. Never diseppoint the ex-
pectation of your Master. He is the
best master in the universe. Having
put on the uniform of His xlorious ser-
vice, wear it until you are laid in your
coffin, Carry His banner up to the
heavenly gate. When Death oalls
your narme on the roll, be ready to
angwer ¢ Here.—N. 17 Indepeadent.
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PHRI-STI-AN ]Vhscm,u&m*.

—

WHAT DR. CHALMERS SAID
O HIS STUDENTS.

“ On the subject of the eternity of
future punishment, I do not want you
to hiold with me the lsuguage ¢f &
stern dogmatist ; but sure I am that
the ocause of practical religion will suf-
for greatly in your hands, if you gloss
over or reduce the plain literalities
of Scripture on the awful question.
‘We ,cannot hesitate a moment as to
what the distinet understanding of
every plain unsophisticated man must
be, in regard to the sense and doc*vine
of the Bible, on ths matber at issue.
There can be no misconceiving that,
and without repeating its affirmations,
I must say that once you exterminate
and dilute them, you inflict & blow on
practical religion of which, perhaps,
you are not aware. For only think
what the great and mischievous de-
lusion is with the majority of the
species. Itisnotin general, vhat they
disbelieve in the realities of a future
state, neither is it that they purpose
not, some time or other, to provide
against them. Perbaps in every Chris-
fian land, every nine out of ten have
an indefinite, but vague purpose of
turning round and betaking themselves
in good earnest, to the work of pre-
paration ere they die; but they can-
not and will not put forth the resolu-
tion of entering upon this decisive
movement yet. They are for postpon-
ing it a little longer, and a little longer;
and it is just this habit of perpetually
adjourning the question, of shifting it
forward by succeeding intervals, to a
more convenientseason, of quieting the
present by a resolve which shall take
effect at some time, or somewhere
in the distant futurity befove them: it

is this, I sey, that shuffles religion
onward by little and little, from being
seriously felt or seriously pro-
ceeded on, and thus, on this ruinous.
principle, are men borne onward
through life till death come upon them
like & whirlwind, and they ab length
find themselves cheated out of their
eternity, |

Now, what ig the effect that the
doctrine of the non-eternity of Hell
torment would leave upon the human ?
Just to eexrry the principle of postpon-
ment acrogs the barrier of death alto-
gether—just to make it shoot ahead of
thetermination of owr mortel existence
—just to adjourn the whole question
from the world we are in to the world
which isbeyond us—just to banish from
human hearts the purpose or the wish
to make a recovery from sin to right-
eousness here, and that beocause
taught to believe @ recovery may still
be competent there—just to annihilate
the character of our earthly state, as
being @ state of probation, and by lul-
ling men into security, and that there is
room for repentance and recovery on
the other stde of death, to turn thewhole
of their existence on this side of death
into & jubilee of impiety and irreligious
defiance. :

The Seripture gives us no warrant
to believe that our all is not staked,.
and irrecoverably staked, on the faith
and obedience of the present. Be s
sured you will paralyse all the motives
to practical Christiarity, by giving eny
countenance to the opposite represen-
tation ; and you will not only indulgs
in nnlicensed speculation, by attempt-
ing to dilute and do away with the ob-
vious literalities of Seripture on this
subject, but you will find it a specula-
tion of the most bsleful infinencs on.

N e e et e
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the practice and the general principles
of all who are infected by it.

When the Seripture roundly and
expucitly affrme any dootrine, the
whole. of my €hristion philosophy
would Jead me simply and silently to
acquiese. After this I think it <rrong
almost to defond the proposition, as if
the authority of an accredited message
from Heaven needed any confirmation
or support from our rezsonings. Yeb
lot me briefly and in but oneor two
sentences, advert to what Ihold an
important view oconnected with this
matter. When men talk of the dis-
proportion between the sins of an
ephemeral life and the penalties of &
never ending eternity, it should be re-
called that this is not really the light
in which the matter ought to be re-
garded. There is g law of habit ex-
emplified within the field of every
man’s observation, and whick he does
not guarrel with. In virtue of this
law, by every act of obedience a man
bscomes stronger in the purpose and
character of obedience, and by every
aot of wickedness the propensities of
wickedness lord it all the more strong-
ly and resistlessly over him. Now
just imagine the continuity of this pro-
cesstobe keptup between time and eter-
nity, and that if we carry with us un.
reclaimed impiety and disobedience
across the limit which separates the
two worlds, we shall carry with us into
our fature state the habits and the pas-
sions and all the vitiated principles of
rebellion against God; and the pun-
ishments which come on the back of
these will not be punishments for the
sing of the present life, but fresh pun-
ishments for the fresh sins to which
the inveteracy of our diseased moral
nature is hurrying us—an inveteracy
only to be cured on this side of death,
and so affording a most impressive ar-
gument for our strennous and, withal,
our immediate repsatance.’’

op—

ol

A GOOD OLD HORSE. '

A certain brother E, had two'breth-
ren, whom we will eall A. and B., who
were all the time picking at each other,
and getting up little fusses, Brother
H. getting a little tired of the difficul-
ties, wenttobrother A, and approached
him somewhat in the following manner :
¢ See here, brother A, I have an old
horse I want you to get and work for
a few days.”

¢« Well why do you want me to do
that ? responded A.

«“ Well,” says E., “he is so gentle
and quiet, he does just what you tell
him. You start anywhere with him
he goes right along minding his own
business, pays no aftention to what
does not belong to him; is always
peaceable, and gets into no troubles.”
Said A., somewhat excited:

*“Well, brother E., what do you
mean by all thig ? thereis a trickin it.”

“Well,” responded E., ‘I thoughb
if you would work that old horse
awhile you would learn to go along
about your own business, and not be
ell the time trying to pick a fuss with
brother B.” Brother HE. called on
brother B. and gave him the same ad-
vice. If cured them both. That must.
be a valuable horse | We wonder if ib
is for sale or to let. It might payin
some churches or neighbourboods to
buy that horse and loan him out
among the brethren, and sisters too, a
few days in each place. The sugges-
tion is worth noting.

THE WORKING TEMPERANCE
CHURCH.

That Christian church will be most
Christ-like which does the most to
“ geek and to save the lost.,” Among
all the great woral reforms nona hes
o, stronger claim on Christian men and
Christian ministers than the enterprise
for saving society from the orime and
ourse of drankenness. Aund intsmpor-
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ance never will be checked, the liquor
trafiic never will be prohibited, the
drinking usages of secial life will ngver
be overthrown until the members of
Christ's Church o]l feel that they are
also members of Christ’s great tem-
-perance society. If the church does
ot save the world the world will sink
the church. The bottle is the dead-
liest foe to Christ in our churches and
our communities. A friend of Christ
must be the enemy of the bottle. More
souls are ruined by the intoxicating
oup than by any single vice or error
on the globe. Every professed Chris-
tian who gives his esample to the
drinking usages is a partner in the
tremendous havoc which those evil
customs produce. ¢ It is good not to
drink wine whereby my brother stum-
bleth, oris offended, or ismade weak.”
On this immutable rock of self-denial
stands the temperance reform! There
the Divine Founder of Christianity
placed it; with Christianityit is linked ;
with Christianity it will stand or per-
ish.—Theodore L. Cuyler.

FAITH AND MORALS.

Gerritt Smith is reported to have
said to his pastor, in & confidential
conversation, ¢ The great mistake of
my life has been that I have tried to
be moral withou! faith in Jesus, but
1 have learned that true morality can
only keep pace with trust in Christ as
my Saviour.” There are many men,
unfortunately, who, like Mr. Smith,
foll into this ¢ mistake,” but who
never perceive if, or never acknow-
ledge it as candidly. Faith in Jesus
Christ, and a true morality, are not
separable. A religious life is neces-
serily a moral life.

It is an old oljestion, however,
used constantly, and with renewed
pertinacity. ¢ Why preach Christ?”
says one; ‘ why not rather presch
the necessity of goodness™ We
read in & secular journal, the other

day, the chaorge that Mr. Moody never
preaches “morality.” It is olweys
“ believe, believe upon the Lord Jesus
Christ.” A preacher in Chicago, di-
lating upon the ¢ Glory and Shame
of the Revival,” says that the crown-
ing ¢ shame” of the revival is, thebit
ig * underlaid by 2 bratal theology”’—-
the theology, that is, which recognizes
the blood of Christ as tho cleanser of
the human soul. But Mr. Moody
preaches the best morelity, because
he begins with trust in Christ as the
Saviour. He avoids the * mistake”
which Gerritt Smith testified tainted
his whole life. He Fegins with the
faith in Christ which brings the soul
into union with Christ, and in this
union finds the source of the purest
lifs man can lead. As another well
says, “ We cannot work for life, we
work from life. 'We do uot work for
salvation, we work from salvation.
We do not work in order to be saved,
we work because we are saved.” This
is the true order, and blessed is that
preacher of the gospel who finds this
order and stands by it. There will
be little trouble in making men smoral,
if only they can first be made pro-
foundly religious.

——

SHAEKING OUT THE REEF.

On the wide ocean, between us and
Tndia, the wind blows for weeks in
one direction. Then the ship moves
one day and night, safely, rapidly,
and pleasantly. A sea captain has
been heard to say that he has sailed
his ship six weeks without altering &
sail. These are called the ¢ Trade
Winds.”

«1 will tell you a fact about drink-
ing,” snid a noble old sea captzin.
« And I tell you, my boys, that when
people say, ‘it dow't hurt anybody to
drink too much,’ they don’t know what
they are talking—sbout, There is no
such thing as drinking spirits without
drinking too much, When I used to




e s 2T

THE OANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

410

sail to India, and got into the ¢Trade
Winds,” I used to put all thi sails on
my ship which she could possibly baur.
Baut I noticed a curious fact, Every
morning about eleven o’'clock I used to
go down into the cabin and take a
good horn of brandy. Befora going
down, I would cast my eye over the
ship, see that every-sail was full, and
every rope taut. On coming out of
the cabin, having taken my brandy,
it always seemed if she was sailing oo
slow and the winds had fallen. Then
I svould ory, “Up there, lads, andshake
oub that reef.! For about thirty min-
utes, my poor ship would stagger under
too heavy & press of sail. By that
time, when the brandy begaw to sub-
side, I found she was under too heavy
a pressure, the winds seemed to blow
harder, and again I would shout, ¢ Up
there, lads, and clew up that reef’

“So I found it day after dov, and was
atterly unable to secount for the lull in
the wind justabout that hour. But one
day I wss unwell, and omitted my
brandy, and overheard my cook, black
Cmsar say, ¢ Captain drink no brandy
to-day, guess no shake out reef!” Then
I understood it all! From that time
I dropt my brandy, and there was no
change in the sails of my ship. I
drank moderately, and yet it was too
much, and it would not have been
strange if I had lost my ship in conse-
quence. I tell you, boys, there is no
such thing as drinking without drink-
ing too much !”

It’s even so. We don't know bub
little about it. Many a ship-master
has felt cold or hot, tired or sleepy,
vexed or troubled, and has gone to
the bottle, gained courage to be rash,
> shaken out the veef” {ill his chip
was dashed on the rocks, or swamped
in the seas. Many a physician has

been worn down by labors and snxi-|-

eties, hig nerves weak, and mind wav-
ering and has gone to the bottle, and
thue he * shakes out the reef,” is rash
in dealing his powerful medicines, and

he loses his patients, loses self-relinnce,
and the coniidence of the eommunity,
and he loses practice, character, and
ig ruined. Many a merchant deinks D
little, feals more confidences, makes
bargeins when thusetimulated, ¢‘shaked
out his reef,” and is ruined. Many &
mechanic makes a contract which ho
examined after drinking a little,foxrgot
the number of hard blows it would
costto complete it, and thug he ¢ shakes
out his reef "—and is ruined. Many
a young man fallsinto jovial corapany,
feels thet it would not be manly to
refuse to drink with them, and he
drinks, “ shakes out the reef,” -and
aequires o taste that is his destraction.
And many a bright boy, the hope of
his father, and the pride of his mother,
learns to drink o little, and thus he
¢ shakes out the reef,” disappoints the
hopes of his iriends, lives & poor
creature, dies a drunkard, and reads
over the gate of heaven ¢ No drunkard
shall inherit eternal lifel”—S. S.
Times.

«SEARCH THE SORIPTURES.”

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS FOR YOUNG PERSONS
AT HOME OR AT SCHOOL.

Tee Aroste PavL’s CONVERSION.—
Acts ix. 1-9,

1. Was the education of the Apostle
Paul favourable to his veception of
Christianity ¢ Why not ?

2. Was there anything in his eon-
duct, before his conversion, which
marked his enmity to Christ?

8. Was there anything in his previ-
ous history, which mexked his sincerity
and zeal ? -
4. What was there peculiarly ve-
markable in the ecircurastances con-
nected with Paul's conversion ?

5. Have we any reason to suppose
that such means are necessary to be
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used in the conversion of sinners now ?
Assign some reasons ‘for your answer.

6. Have we any right to conoclude
that the miracle converted Paul ? What
power was it that accomplished the
mighty change ? | .

- 7. Couldxot the Apostle’s former zeal
and sincerity have saved his soul?
‘Why not ? . ;

8. Whatmay we consider this change
as necessary to his salvation ?

9. Why may we conclude that a
Divinepower accomplished this mighty
work 2

10. What evidence did Paul give at
the time that he was converted ?

11, What proofs of conversion did
he give in after-life ?

12, Is conversion as necessary now,
for every sinner, as it was for Paul the
persecutor ? Why so ?

18. What encouragements for the
sinner are suggested by the conversion
of Paul ?

¢« SATE.”

In the course of my reading I once
came across a little incident that im-
pressed itself very strongly upon
“memory's walls,” There was a
Highland mother erossing a moor in
Scotland and carrying a young child
in her arms. She was overtaken by a
violent storm, and was filled with fear
for the safety of the infant. With all
8 mother's tender love, she longed for
a place to shelter the helpless charge.
She was passing a rock, and was in-
wardly qaestioning as to her best
course, when lo! a cleft in the rock
caught her eye. With a heart burst-
ing with gratitude, she placed the little
one in the cleft, and covering it with
moss and heather, she proceeded on
her journey until she could procure
assistance, The storm beat wildly,
but the babe was sofe, because ¢ hid-
den in the rock.”

8o I have compared the safety of
the Christian. Ha, too, is hidden, and
though the storms of life ma.{i beat
around him, he is safe, bocause hidden.
in the oleft of the rock Christ Jesus.

MOSHS AND CHRIST.

The most successful mode of preach-
ing is that which aims at thorough
and radical convictions of sin. The
law must be applied with power to the
conscience, or the preciousness of
grace will be very inadequately known.
The superficial piety of the present.
day is in a large degree owing to feeble
impressions of the malignity of sin.
That complete breaking up of the fal-
low ground of the heart, that groaning
under bondage, that deep semse of
weakness and nothingness which char-
acterized the experience of the past.
generation, are unsuited to the haste:
and bustle of this stirring age. The.
transition from absolute indifference
to cordial reliance on Christ must be
now made in an instant. Onegush of
sorrow, one leap of joy, and the work
must be done. Such converts can:
know little of the law, little of Christ,
and less of themselves. Men must be
scundly instructed by Moges, if they
would know the sweetnessof the liberty
in Christ.—Thornuwell.

A TALK IN THE INQUIRY ROOM.

At the close of one of the recent
meetings at the Agricaltural Hzgll,
Islington, we passed into the inquiry
room, to converse with some of those
who had been awakened to a sense of
their need of Christ. Struck by the
absent air and clouded face of & young
man who entered there, we addressed
him with a few kindly words of greet-
ing and then added, “You are in
trouble 2” He sassented. It is 2
sense of sin that is troubling you, is it
not?" “Yes.” Wesaw thattherewas no
need to press conviction further in this
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cage. The address to which he had
een ligtening had dons its work, the
Spirit of God had convinced hira of
sin, and it3 exceeding sinfuiness. Our
work was therefore to seck to remove
tho burden, which we pexceived by his
sad, anxzious countenance was pressing
heavily. ¢ The sin which burdoas
you” we said *1is a debt; tie Liord
Jesus spoke of sin as a debt: ¢forgive
us our debts’ is used as fantamount
to ¢ forgive us our trespasses’ or sins,
and the paralie of the two debtors
teaches the same truth. ¢I forgave
thee all that debt.’ You féel, that you
hav- not rendered to God the obedi-
ence, worship, service, and love which
you ought t~ have rendered, which you
owe Him, you not?” I do in-
deed !

*This is so much obligation unful-
filled, then, so much debt. Now if you
owed a debt you could not pay, you
must either suffer for it, or get some one
else to pay it for you. Christ by His
holy life and atoning death paid this
Iobt owed by men to God. He became
obedient unto death; He fulfilled all
—suffered all. He died—the Just
One, instead of us, the unjust. This
cancels your debt if you trust in Him ;
this is your liberation! The debt is
paid! The debtor is fres ! We have
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

He listened with eager att~ntion,and
drank in the words as we slowly and
emphatically uttered themn. But we
saw he was not satisfied." He néeded
something more, and he expressed it.
He felt not only that he had sinned,
but that hewas a sénner, and he want-
ed to bécoms & new creature. ¢ Yes,”
we said, “ sin is not only & debt, it is
also a'dis we. It is within you. It is
o dreadful tendency or inelingtion to
depart frorn God, and live to self, is it
not ?” With deep earnestness he ad-
mitted this: "¢ You are quits right in
thinking this disease needs healing,
this tendency must be cured. Love

to God and man must reigh within in.
stead of golfishness; pwmity and
humility must replace sin and pride.
But observe; love belicved in begets love.
You never believed the love of God in
Christ before! Yoa never before
thought of tae Liord Jesus as a friend
who so loved yoi as to give His life
for you ; you have fancied Him as in-
different to you as you have been to
Hira, But if you see and believe that
He bas suffered for your sake, borne
your load, died your death, endured
your ourse, you will love Him, will
you not ?” He assented, with evident
sincerity. ‘¢ You cannot help it ! we
sdded. Itis written, “ We tove Him
because He first loved us.” Note then,
your nature will thus be chenged!
The Spirit of God will impart to you,
who have baen till now only evil, &
new, God-loving, Christ-loving nature.
The sorrows that Christ bore will win
your heart, when you believe He bore
them for you, and becaunse He loved
you. ¢By His stripes we are healed.’
That is all, then ! The debt is paid,
and the disease is healed! The death
of Jesus believed in accomplishes the
two things you need.” '

As we spoke a change passed over
the young man’s countenance. He
seeraed to withdraw his thoughts from
us, and from all around. Weleft him
in perfect silence for a while. By de-
grees the sad, burdened expression
passed from his face ; his eye lit with
g new intelligence. We saw that the
everlasting sunshine of the Gospel
had pierced and scattered the shades
of ignorance and unbelief. It was a
soul paassivg from death to life undex
our eyes; it "vas a heart consenting to
be loved and expanding with reciprocal
al.ction. We felt the love of God
was being shed abroad in the yonng
man's Deart. 'We grasped his hand
as that of & new-found brother, and
patted. - S

A few days after we met again. He
was then rejoicing in Christ, and had
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brought with him his brother and o
friend to hear the Gospes which had
given him life and light and liberty.

" Reader, do yon beliave your debt is
raid ? Can you say your disease of
sin i3 healed ? If not, it is beccuse
you have never Lelieved that Jesus
‘Christ loved you, and gave Himself for
you.

LENGTH OF SERMONS.

The Congregationalist has collested
meny opinions respecting the proper
length of sermons. Sorae prefer twenty
minutes, and some an hour, but.ail
desire a vigor of thought, inspiration,
force. A dull sermon cannot be too
short ; en inspiring one is seldom too
long. Diversity contributes to the
interest and ‘value of a discourse.
Unity is demanded by the schools, yet
few minds can follow a consecutive
argument thirty minutes, while hear-
ers generally delight to have seversl
topics briefly and clearly discussed in
succession, and are not wearied but
rested by an hour or more of such en-
joyment. On this account expository
preaching is to be preferred, in which
progress and variety are legitimate.
The oration is the better style for a
en fo display himself, exposition
better to bring God and man face to
face. Two orations on Christianity a
week i8 a great draft upon s preacher’s
powers ; to be mouth-piece for God,
opening up his word, seven times &
week, is refreshing to speaker and
hearer. If preachers improve the
quality of their sermons, the people
will not objeet to generous guantity,
More of Christ, and less of man, will
2dd fo the power of pulpits and piety
of pews.

The length of sermons, actual ond
proper, has occapied several columns
of the Congregationalist, but the Ver-
mont Clhronicle has done tho whole
subjeet up much more brightly in this
paragreph :  “ The rule seems to be,

as deduced from a vast number ot
particular facts and opinions, that the
length of a sermon should be equal to
ity breadth and depth, Xt should be,
in fact, the sguare thing. It ought
not be measured by the linear foot, as
men mensure tape and ribbons, but
by the cnbic foot, as men measure
wheat and other grain. If it has no
depth, it ought to have mo length.
Length, in such a case, 18 a aisnomer
and a delusion. To measure sermons
with the watch is like measuring corn
with a yardstick.

[P

STONEWALL JACKSON'SDEATH-
BED. :

About, daylight on Sunday morning,
Mrs, Jackson informed him thet his
recovery was very doubtful, and that
it was better that he shounld be pre-
pared for the worst. He was silent
for & moment, and then seid ;

¢« It will be infinite gain to be trans-
lated to heaven.”

He advised his wifs, in the event of
his death, to returm to her father’s
house, and added, * You have a kind
father, but there is no one so kind and
good as your heavenly Father.”

He still expressed hope of his re-
covery, but requested her, if he should
die, to Inave him buried in Lexington,
in the Valley of Virginia. His exhaus-
tion increesed so rapidly that atl1l
o’clock Mre. Jackson knelt by his bed
and told him that before the sun went
down he would be with the Saviour.

He replied, ¢ Oh no, you are fright-
ened, my child, death is not sonear;
I may get well.”

She fell over fthe bed, weeping bitter-
ly, and told him that ;the physicians
said there tvas no hope. After & mo-
ment's pause, he asked her to call me.

¢ Doctor, Anne informs me that you
have told her I am to die fo-day. Is
ibso?” )

When he was ansvered, he {orned
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his eyes towards the colling, and gazed
for & moment or two, as if in intense
thought, then revlied, ¢ Very. goed,
vary good ; it is all right.,” .

. He then tried to comfort his almost
kaprt broken wife, and told her he had
8 good deal to say to her, but he was
too weak. Colonet Pendleton came
into. the room about one o'clock, and
he asked ¢ him who was preaching at
the headquarters to-day ?” When
told that the whole army was proying
for him, he replied :

“ Thauk God! they are very kind.”
Hp said, ‘It is the Lord’s day ; my
wish is fulfilled. I have always desired
to die on Sunday.”

His mind now began to fail and
wander; and he frequently talked as
if in command on the field, giving
orders in his old way ; then the scene
ghlfte d, and he was at the mess-table,
in conversation with members of his
staff ; now with his wife and child;
now st prayers with his military
family. Oceasional intervals of return
of his mind would appear, and during
one of them I offered him some brandy
2ad water, but he declined it, saying,

¢ It will only delay my departure, and | P

do nc good; I want to preserve my
mind to the last, if possible.”

MATERIALS FOR THOUGHT.

Eroquexce.—* Bloquence is speak-
ing out—a quality few esteem, s2nd
fower aim at.”

Esrxestyess.— Unless & man ap-
peer by his nutward look and gesture
to be himself animated by the truths,
he is uttering, he will not animate his
hearers, It is the live coal that kindles
others, not the dead.”

Diricexce.—¢ Napoleon won his
victories chiedy by rapid concentration
of his forees on one part of the eneray’s
line. A burning glass iz powerfal be-
ceuse it focalises o mass of snnbencms
on cne point. So, in ll depertments

of eotivity, to have ons thing to do and
then to do it is the secret of success.”

Dxvorron.— If faith bs the main.
spring, devotion vinds up theachiaery
and keeps it in continual raotion. 1t
is as impossible for the soul to remain
strong in faith and astivein obedienes,
without continual communion with
Giod, the fountain of all grace, as it is
fora elock to perform its revolutions
without being regularly wound up.”

Bcoxorry.—* It may sound strange
to some that econoray is not so much
seving as spending, but it is the mak-
ing cargful and clever use of the faculties
within us and tke opportunitics without
us. In the science of life and duly
perseverance and energy often come to
untimely ends because theyare not
united in fellowship <with o wise
econony.”’

DiscreLve.—* Discipline, like the
bridle in the hand of 2 good rider,
should exercise its influence without
appearing to do so; should be ever
active both as a support end a re-
straint, yet seem to lie easily in hand.
It must always be ready to check or
ull up, as oceasion may require, rnd
onlywhen thehorse is a runeway should
the action of the curb be perceptible.”

Exerev,.—* What is wanted to in-
sure success is not so much skill,
genias, or even opportunity, as that
which is espressed in this word,
Eneray. Spasmodic sfforts are com-
mon to muititudes and although much
strer gth is on such occasions put forth,
it cennot be truly denominated energy.
Energy keeps on at the life task what-
ever may be the disadvantages ond
whatever the difficulties.

Dcvorepxess.—¢ The patient seolfe
copseoration io & chosen departmcont
of thought and actien exhibited by
men of soience, both in its hizher and
lower wolks, should put to shame the
indolent helf-heartedness of many who
call themselves messanaers of Chrish
end workers of God, Do we dream of
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becoming eminent eduncators of the
young, or even skilled expositors of the
most ancient, comprehensive, end mo-
mentonz of all books by the aid of
fregmentary esertion, divided zesl,
and pariiol devotedness!”

CoxsmERraTIONs FOr THE CURE OF
Varary.—1. That you came from the
same place as the beast; that is, from
the dust. 2. That you are really not
80 clever as you seem to be in the eyes
of your uniformed admirers,and that
you are conscious of being over-esti-
mated and unduly praised. 8. That
whatever knowledge you have it is not
self-originated, but gathered fromthose
who have gone before, 4. That com-
pared with many others of truly high
attainments youw are as nothing. 5.
Thet ¢ the glory of man ™ soon falleth
away, and then he turns to corruption.
6. That the advaniage (if any)
although gained would be of very tem-
porary duration, since it is thought by
students of prophecy that the Lord
may come before another generation
shall arise ; in which case there would
be no one to sing your praises althongh
your name shouid appear high on the
seroll of the talented and famed. 7.
That vanity is displeasing to God and
Christ, who dwell only with the lowly
minded.

“YOU DON'T PRAY.”

The following instructive anecdote,
rolating to President Finney, is
characteristie :

A brother, who had fallen into dark-
ness and discouragement, was staying
=t the same hounse with Dr. Finney
over night. He was lamenting his
condition, and Dr. Finney, after listen-
ing tohis narrative, turnzd tohim with

He immediately went down to tho
parlor, sud taking the Bible, he me.@e
@ serions business of it, stirring up his
soul to seek God, as did Daniel, and
thus he spent the night. It was nob
in vein. As the morning dewned he
felt the light of the Sun of Rightecns-
ness shine upon his soul. His eaptivity
was broken; end ewer since he hos
folt that the greatest difficulty in the
way of men being emancipated from
their bondage is, that they * don’t
pray.”

o —_—
TOO MUCH CAUTION.

Dr. Bonar thue corrects the tendency
of some people :

A brother ministersaid one day, “Dr.
Duncen, I admitted & man of whom
I thought that, if ever there was & con-
verted man, it was he. But he went
wrong upon my hands. Now I have
another case, of which I think quite as
well as the other (but no better), and
I'm afraid to admit him, i case he
should turn out like the other. What
say you 2"

The answer of Dr. Duncan was as
follows :—

«There was once a man called
Simon Magus. This man tock in
Philip the evangelist, who was, no
doubt, mortified at being so deceived.
Just after this Philip was sent away
from Samaria to a desert spot, and
there he fell in with awn Ethiopian
nobleman reading his Bible, as he
drove home from keeping Penticost 2t
Jerusalem. The nobleman asked him
to take o seat with bim in his chariof,
and they got into conversation upon
the passage in Isaizh that he had besn
rezding.  Philin threw sucha flood of
light apon it thet the nobleman sow

his peculiar, ezrnest look, and with o , the Saviour in it, ond longed to be
woice that sent & theill througb his ’ baptized; and or coming to & pool of
sonl, seid, ¢ You doa't pray! thet is, woter, asked what was to hinder it
vhat's the matter with you. FPray— | thers and then? ¢Ob, o great deal,
pray four times as rouck &s ever you |sir; for you ses, I am e Scotchman,
did in your life,and yoa will come oul.”" i and was taken in the other dey by &

B e
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snan they eall Simon Magus, and you
may take me in tco! But if yon'll
come back next year, and I find you of
the same mind, I'il admit you!”

SIN PROPAGATING ITSELF.

A man lives a godless life, & life of
dicentiousness and debauchery, finds
‘his delight for years in the seduetion
of innocenee, in 4 .gging the souls of
-others into the mire in which he wal-
lows. He aftewards repents. Where
are his victims 2’ One is dead. An-
other has learned his accursed lessons
£0 that she devotes herself to the vork
he desires to quit, and has leed and is
leading other vietims wrong. Cean his
repentance save ‘the dead, the soul
slain by his hand, and now gone to
await the final account 2 Can it re-
cover the other, which is, at second
hand, -acrlficing new victims to Ais
gin! He may devote his life to the
work of recovering what he has ruined,
buthe has ruined souls, and for those
his life, were it tenfold more valuable,

sequent ruin. These so tempted and
g0 follen have again tempted others.
The evil goes on working; how far
and how wide, the sinner does nof
know. Only the day of judgment will
unfold the awful tale,—only the retri-
butions of eternity will settle the dark
account. :

Let men take heed to their Waye,
lest the sinful pleasures of a fleeting
hour load them with guilt that no man
can measure, and sink them in perdi-
tions lowest depths.

e

BOTH SIDES.

Said John Newton to o friend, 1
need not turn Deist, to enjoy the best
and most that this life can afford.”
Newton had a right to say this, and to
boe believed. Hehad, &s he says, ** es-
perienced the good and evil un both
sides.” He had been o man of plea-
sure and impiety, and knew how to
estimate them. Thus, he says to a
friend. “If you wers to send wme an

is 1o offering. Nay the tears of the | inventory of your pleasures—how
murderer caunot give life to the mur- | charmingly your time runs on, and
dered. TLe repeutance of the tempter | how de§ter0usly it is divided betwesn
cannot save the soul thet ke slew, zud | the cofiee house, play house, the cord
sent stained and lost, to its doom. It iable, and tavern, with intervals of
is one of the shallowness of vur modera | balls, concerts, ete., I could answer,
religionism that it is losing the vision | that -udst of these Ihave tricd, and
of the horrible meaning of sin’; and , tried again, and know the ntmost they
becanse it has lost the visions of God's | can yield, aud have seen euoagh of
white 1izhtesusness which reveals that | the rest most heartily to despise them
meaning, men are content with half, 2ll. You know cll that o life of piea-
repentauce in consequence.  They , sure can give, and I know it likewise.
feed themselves with false hopes, end | So far they were equal.

make poor sharamy work of Christian | But Newton had another experience,
living after 2 life which has led other | found * in the pardon of his sins, com-
souls to destruction. 'We do not preach | munion with Ged, calm reliancs on
2 doetrine of despeir. But we shall | the divine providence, the chicering
2lwess warn agciast comforing our- | prospect of a bebter life, with foretastas
selves with amiable theories, which | of hezven in his soul.” Supposing
merely lock amituble. - This ewiul bur- | that such pleasare vould be despiszd,
den rests on many a soul,—thot it hos | he 2dds: © But here Lies the difference,
tempted another soul, or, perhaps, my dear friend; you condemn that which
Taauy another senl, to sin, and to con- | yun have acver tried."—Church I aion.
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#... JF READING. -

Mz, Anthony Lrollope deliversd an
oddress lately in London on the * Art
of Reading,” in which he eprnestly
recomamended his hearers to acquire
the art—a never-failing source of en-
Joyment, but only to be obtained by
practice, and not when middle life had
come on them. As to what they
should read, we would say good books.
Above all things, he would advise them
not to deceive themselves in their
choice. If they could make poetry a
delight with them, it had a charm
which could not be found in any other
literature ; but, if poetry were distaste-
ful, there was & world of prose. They
must read for amusement, but they
need not on that account eschew
acquiring information. Instructive
books, indeed, werc the books to get
hold of. Magazine reading, unfor-
tunately, left too little behind it; and,
as to novels, they were, of course,
novels, and novels, but he did not think
that Scott, Thackery, or Dickens, ever
wrote anything impure.

FOR YOUNG LADIES.

Persons at your age,looking off upon
Iife, are apt to think that if, by some
stroke of what is called good luck, you
conld arrive in an elevated and afflnent
position, g little higher than in that
which God has called youy to live, you
would be very completely happy. In-
finite mistake ? The palace Hoor of

csurus is red tith the blood of
Vashti’s broken heart. There have
been no more sealding tenrs wept than
those vhich coursed the cheeks of
Josephine.

Mere sociel position vwill never give
heppiness to women's soul. I have
walked through the halls of those who
despise the common people, I have sat
ot their banquets; I have had their
friendship; yee, I hove heard from
their own lips the story of their dis-
quistude; and I tell the young women

of this Church that they who build o
mere social position their soul’s im-
mortal happiness, ore building on the
sand. ‘

The poorest god that & woman every
worships is her own face. The saddest.
sight in all the world is a woman who-
has built everything on good looks,
when the charm begins to vanish.

Culture your heart and you culture
your face, The brightest glory thab
ever beamed from a woman’s facs is
the religion of Jesus Christ. In the
last waxr two hundred wounded soldisrs
came to Philadelphia in one night, and
came unhearlded, and they had to ex-~
teraporize a hospital for them, and the
Christian women of my Chureh, and of
other Churches, went out that night, to
take care of the poor wounded fellows,
That night I saw.a Christian woman
go through the wards of the hospital,
her sleeves rolled up, ready for hard
work, her hair dishevelled in the ex-
citement of the hour. Her face was.
plain, very plain ; but after the woands
were washed and the new bandages-
were put around the splintered limbs,.
and the exhausted boy fell off into his
fiest pleasent sleep, she put ber hand
on his brow, and he started in his
dream, and said, “ O I thought an
angel touched me!”

That woman is grandly dressed, and
only she, who is wrapped in the robe
of o Saviow’s righteousness. The
home may be very humble, the hef
may be very plain, the frock may be
very coarse; but the helo of heaven
settles in the room where she wears it,
and the faintest touch of the resurrec-
tion angel - will change that garment
into reiment exceeding white, o 25 no
fuller on earth could whiten it.

A rrate of apples was being passed
{o some children, when a little girl
took a large red one. ‘““How greedy
you ave, to take the biggest I seid &
compznion; *I meont to have hed
that myself.”.
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FHiLDﬁEN‘s TREASURY.

THEY DIDN'T THINK.

Once 2 trap was baited
With.g piece of cheese ;
It tickled so a little mouse
It almost made him sneeze.
An old rat said, * There’s danger ;
Be careful where you go!1”
¢ Nonsense!” said the other;
“T don’t think thet you know.”
So he walked in boldly—
No body in sight ;
First lie took a nibble,
Then he took & bite.
Close the trap together
Snapped, as quick as wink,
Catching ** mousey ™ fast there,
"Cause he didn't think!

Ones a little turkey,
Fond of her own way,

Wouldn't ask the old ones
‘Where to go or stray ;

She said, ‘ I'mx not a baby; .
Here I am half-grown; ’

Sarely I am big enough
To run about alone!”

Off she went ; but Mr. Fox,
Hiding, saw her pass;.

Soon, like snow, her festhers .
Qovered oll the grass.

* £o she wes a supper

Ere tho sun did sink,

"Ceuse she was £0 headstrong -
het she wounldn't think ! '

:Onea there wss & robin

- i Lived ontside the deor,

Whe wantad to go insids
And hop upon the floor.

o
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« 0, no!” said the mother;
¢ You.must stay here with me; .

Littls birds are safest
Sitting in & tree.”

« T don’t care,” said Robin,

And gavo his teil

fling ;

«T don’t think the old folks
Know quite everything.”

Down he flew, and kitty seized kim *
"Fors he'd time to blink;

% Q,” he cried, *“I'm sorry,

But I did’s think I”

Now, my little children,

You who read this

song,

Don’t you see what trouble

Comes of thinking
And can’t you take &

wrong ?
warning \

From their dreadful fate,

Who began their thinking
“When it was too late ?

Don’t think there's always safety
‘Where no danger shows;

Don’t suppose you know more
Than any body knows.

But when you're warned of ruin
Pause upon the brink,

Angd don't go over headlong,
"Cause you didn’t think! ‘

¢

—

JACK AND HIS MEAL BAG.

The mill was doing a great business
that day, when Jack and David Jemie-
son rode up with their bag of corn to
be ground. They lived on & small
form five miles off the main road, and
were therefore mot sorry at the pros-
pect of waiting several hours for their
grist. It gave them & chance of seeing
something of the liveliness and bustle
of ¢ The Corner,” as that part of the
village was oalled where the tavern,
gtore, end mill stocd. Theyranaboub
here and there, and s2w 2nd heard &
great deal.

At lost, & heavy shower cor'ning on,

they went back to the mill to eat their
luzich, and see when their turn came.

| Tho miller’s son and the squire’s son

were engegedin & brisk talk, which
sooh took Jack’s attention. David
vrent to look ofter the corn. The xuil-
ler’s son was urging upon the squire’s
son the impnrtance of finding what
truth $he Biols enjoined, which the
squire’s son parries by saying it ““was
no matter what @ man  believes, provided
he is sincerc.” The rattling off-hand
tone of the young man pleased Jack,

ond ko wished ke could telk so. ‘

¢ Weuldn’t ho silence his grandfather? |

a man belioves, provided ke s sincere,”

Yes, thet he would. No wmatter what
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seid Jack to himself, bridliug. up,and | the boys, slthough Jack, being the
bracing up his conscience against the , older of the two, with a qash of pride
godly conversation of his relations. | about him, would not own it. As the
“ Hﬁ’d fix ‘e now,” he £aid, with a , mara stopped he cama fo a.contl:;lnsiulﬁ,
dlight nod of his hend. end whipped up. ¢ All rvight,” b2
It wa: notuntillate in the afternoon | cried, '
that the boy's grist was ready; when| *“*Ars.yon sura?” aghked David.
ge (fld mare was Lrought out of the “Tk:lis t\?zl,ir{;1 I kno‘.‘.‘,; %uswdere(} Jaok..
od, the bag hoisted on har back, [ don’t know,” said David; let me
end Jack and David both mountad on :jump off and r,un down to thot light
her—bag, boys, and mare homeward , yonder, and ask. there must be a cab-
« Yo’ N 1 LAY ] =
nend o T ek gon bode boye | stop or gl tusk pard Jaon” T b
sa%t} the miller, ezsting Lis eyes toward | %stly believe this is the tra.hvelled road,
k el i ising and id, and that’ ; can't
darkening the wostern siy. - Fhors | trust e 1" Bt yomt Lownly
is plenty of water up there for my  believing it don't make it s0,” mat~
mill,” tgred D&Vidia L lélﬁavan’t ) Jdoibt of it,
The mare set briskly off, and was,K Dave; you he still,” cried Jack angri-
soon lost to sight among the windings  ly. I think we ought to ask, so as to
of the forest road. But the gloom | be sure,” persisted David. ButJack
gathered quicker than the horse trot- | whipped.up, and poor David's fears
ted, and it was quite dark when they | and words went to the winds, as gust
reached the fork in the road, where it | after gust o the coming shower roared
might make a very considerable dif- | through the forest, and Jack urged the
i(‘;)rence W%Jﬁchh‘ pat]}i dtheydfzo’i‘llgl.home. ?orge to uilll tlﬁu speed Whi;h hetﬁxe&vg
ne was the travelled road. This way , load would allow, on and on through
there was good bridge over Bouuding ﬂie dalrlk vi;oods. ’ Jack was well plegs-
Brook, a mountain stream, which was | ed with the corfectness of his hasty
often dangerously swelled by the spring , decision about the way; and the
reing. It was tho safest, though the  farther he went, the more and more
Ionggst way homa.h The other was a | confirmed was he that it was the right.
wood path through - the pines, ofien | way.
taken in good WeZther by the farmers ;| Presently the roaring of Bounding
{.ihving Oril:h th((ehzast side oti:h thg town, ;,o Bm%k &rffe z».l)otv?1 the mtt.liixllgs of the
orten the distance to the Corner. In , woods. switoch over the maro's.
this roa_ﬂ Bounding Brook was crossed ' hqt{nchga, and e shall }ge over the
by‘f%gltﬁegx" told us to be sure and take | P‘rtll(;gxel gha%‘ﬂl?ggzl;;’?"m%iviia;fii
the travelled z:oadif ‘twas late,” said | vately guuttered, ‘“He'd like to feel
the mare stoppidat the otk o 1 1o | torn, sndJacks Dacid, mt oo
let the boys be sure which to take, ! mare were ﬁouu’dering in the 1"aging
g};} fact Jack was 2 little confused. (vlr&tfrsth of the swollen stream, pitch
¢ windings of theroad, with nothing , dark, the storm om them, and miles
but woods on each side, end, of coursé:: from human help. The first fow mo-
1£1}§> distinct l?ng:marks hto i]gaft)c"l‘fnm hiﬁn; inents (;f h%rrible sv.llspenfse itdwete vein
¢ gloom of the night hiding what | to pein ack ob last found himself
objects that might have served to di- | enchored on a log of drift wood, the
reoh bim, togetaer with his small ac- | icy waters brea};ing over him, and the
guaintonce with the road, did puzzle  bridle still fast in hishand. “ Dovidl "
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ho shouted @t tho fop of his voics,
¢t David!” *The Lord have mercy
cu us,” cried Pavid, “ I am here.”

« No matter what a fellow bslieves,
provided he's sincers,” eried poor Jack
aftarwarde, thoroughly humbled. “Ii's
the greatest lic the devil ever gob up.
¥t s matter. Being right is the main
thing. Sincerity don’t save a fellow
from the tremenduons consequencas
of being wrong—that it don’t. Then
what’sthe use of all & man’s sincerity ?
—It can’t get him out of the scrape;
he’s got to take it. Didn’t I honestly
believe I was on the bridge of the
travelled road, when I was like going
to pexdition in the ford of the wood
path 27 The wofnl disasters of that
night completely and for ever cured
poor Jack of a popular error, which
has pitched many & poor soul into the
wilder surge of unbelief and perdition.

—

HOW SHOULD LITTLE CHILD-
REN PRAY.

We may answer this question in
the langnage of some of your own age.
A little boy, one cf the Sunday school
children in Jamaica, called upon the
missionary, and stated that he had
lately been very ill, and in his sickness
often wished Lis minister had been
present to pray with him.

¢ «But, Thomas,” said the mission-
ary. ‘1 hope you prayed yourself 2’

s ¢ Q yes, sir.’

««Did you repeat the words I
taught you?’

« ¢ T prayed.’

« ¢« Well, but how did you pray ?’

« ¢ Why, sir, I begged.””

A child of siz years old, in a Sunday
souool, said, *When we kneel down
in the school-room to pray, it seeme
as if my heart felked with God.” A
little mixl, about four years of age,
being . asked, “Why do you pray to
God 2" replied, * Because I know He
hears me, and I love to pray to Him.”

“But how do you know He hecrs
you ?” Pntting her litdla hend to her
heart, she said, I kaow He does, be-
couse theve is something here that
tells me so.” B

Ah, children, yon may never fully
know the power and .usefulness of
peayer, unfill you find yourself in
trouble and sorrow; then you will
love the Morcy-seat better than any
other ‘place on earth. But see to if,
that you never approzoh God in pray-
er, even now, unless you have an er-
rand : for to ask for what you do nob
want, would only be mocking the great
God. Do you remember thoge liitle
verses of the hyrmn ?

« T often say my prayers,
But do I ever pray?

Or do the wishes of my heart
Suggeést the words Isay?

« I may as well kmeel down
And worship gods of stone,
As offer to the living God
A prayer of words alone.”

—Episcopal Recorder.

e

THE AFRICAN BOY'S JOURNEY.

Far in the heart of Africs there
lived a little shepherd-boy. As he
was tending his sheep among the hills,
he met another shepherd-boy, who
had & Testament of his own. This
boy read some of it to hislittle friend;
the pert he read was the sweet story
of the Babe of Bethlehem. How
much astonished was the other boy
to see & book, and to hear his com-
panion read out of it! He listened
with great attention, and believed
every word he heard. He longed to
see the Babe of Bethlehem—that babs
that was wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and laid in & monger. i

“Conl see Bim ?” he eagerly in-

quired ; “tell mo, tell e where He

sl” C o :
_ ““ At the Kuruman (missionary) sta-
tion,” xeplied the little reader.
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“ Did you ever see Him?"

“ No, I never saw Him ; but I knew
e is there, for they talk to him and
sing to Hira. I have heard them.”

The astonished child made up his
mind tc go to the Kuruman, and gses
this babe with his own oyes. It was
a long journey—hundreds of milss over
2 sultey desolate country.

For the greater pert of the distance
he walked ; at last he reached the dis-
tricts where, socattersd among the
blacks, a few white farmers cultivate
the soil. Glad was he then of an oc-
casional lift in g rude slow-moving
waggon, drawn by oxen over hill and
valley, through rough ' forest paths,
and over rushing streams,

At length he arrived at Kuruman,
one Saturday evening, and was kindly
received by a Christian Bechuana wo-
man., He partook of her supper, and
slept in her hut,

Next morning he heaxrd the chapel
bell. He knew not why it sounded,
but he followed his kind hostess to the
chapel. He listened with delight to
the sweet singing ; he looked earnestly
at the missionary, when he opened
the Bible and prepared to read. And
what was the chepter that was read ¢
It was the very chapter about the
Babe of Bethlehem—the second of
Luke! The little shepherd looked
around the chapel, hoping more than
over to see the glorious babe. Ag he
looked, he observed a child such as he
had never seen before; g fair child,
with light hair and blue eyes. It ig
the Babe of Bethlehem,” thought the
Little shepherd-boy ; the babe that I
longed to see. I have found it at

fast!”

When the sorvicefwas over, the de-
lighted boy told his Christian friend
that he, had seen the Babe of Rethle.
hem. At first she could not under.
stand what he meant, but soon she
found out his mistake. The blue-eyed
babe was the Missionary’s own ehild.

who the Babe of Bothlehem reully was,
what He did and where Heis. She
told him of His love in dying upon the
oross, and of His glory «t His Futher's
right hend. The boy believed her
words, and soon heloved Jesus, though
he could not see Him. He did not
wish to leave the Kuruman Station,
but stayed there and learned to-read
his Bible, and he grew up to be a
Christian man.— Juvenile Misstonary
Herald.,

—

PICKING BERRIES.

My father was & rainister. We
lived very plain, but that never
troubled us. = We always had enough
wholesome food to eat, and my mother
was one who always contrived to have
& neat suit of clothes for each of her
children. One day, when I was a
little follow, several little boys and
girls eame along on their way to pick
huckleberries ; they invited me to g0
with them, and when I saw their
bright faces and little baskets I wanted
to go. So I went into the house and
asked my mother. I saw she favorel
e, but said I must ask my father.

¢ And where is father 2

“Up in the study, of course.”

Sc up I bounded, hat in hand, and
genily knocked at his door. He bade
me comse in,

“Well, Johnny, what is your wish 2
¢I want, sir, to go with the children
and pick berries ! '

‘“ Where are they going 2

“Only to Johnson’s hill, sir.”

‘¢ How many children are there
“Seven besides myself, please let
me go."

“Well, you may go. Be a goed
boy and use no bad words.” :
Away I scarapered, and- just got to
the bottom of ‘the stairs, when my
father called me back.
¢ Oh, dear, it’s all over now. He is

But then the good woman told him

going to take it all back,” I thought
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to myself. Trembling, I egein stood.

in the doorway.

« Johnny,” seid my father,*¢ I havo
o word of adviee to give you. You
will find the berries growing on the
hushes, standing in clumps, all over
the lot. The ohildren will pick a few
minutes at one place and then go off
to another, in hopes of finding better
picking, and thus they +will spend half
the afternoon in roaming from one
place to another. Now, my advice to
you is this: When you find pretty
fair picking, stick to_that spot and
keep picking there. Your basket ab
night will show whether my advice is
good or not.”’

Well, I followed my father's advice,
and though the children would wander
about and ery out, «* Oh, Johnny, here
js @ world of them, and here you can
fi1l your basket in less than no time,”
yet I stuck to my fair picking place.
When we got through at night, to the
astonishraent of every ome, and ry
own no less, it was found that I had
nearly twice as many berries as any
other one. They all wondered how it
was, but I knew; and that was the
lesson that made me a rich man.
Whenever I have found ¢ pretty fair
picking,” I heve stuck to it.

«HINKING OURSELVESOVER.”

s Please tell me, mother, what is
golf-examination ?” said 2 child ; our
superintendent said gomething aboub
it, and he told usto gpend a little while
gvery Sunday practiciug it—prectic-
ing what, mother ?”

% Self-examination is thinking our-
gelves over,” said the mother. * You
know how apt we arve to forget our-
golves—what we did and thought yes-
torday, end the day before, and the
fizy before that. Now it is by calling
to mind our past conduct that we can

truly see it as it is, and improve upon
it.”

Self-forgetfulness is & virtue in the
common acceptance of the meaning of
the word, but it is not safe for one to
forget one’s self. A bad man never
likes to ** think himself over.” Itis
only those who aim ab self-iraprove-
ment who are willing to review the
past, and to profit by his lessous.
we would become truly good, and wise,
and successful, we must ¢ think our-
gelyes over.” Our pastmistakes must
be corrected, and our lost opportunities
redeemed.

—

FLOWERS.

The other day, Eddie was walking
with rae in the garden.

«T Jove the flowers,” said he. Do
not you think, mamroa, God was real
good to make 80 many kinds ?

¢ Yes, indeed, my somn, and all to
please us.”

¢« Why, no, mamma, nob all to please
us; for don’t you think God loves to
see the flowers kimself 27

I felt ashamed that Ihadn't thought
of that.

When I have a house all my own,”
Eddie said, ¢ Imean to have flowers,
plenty of flowers plenty of flowers, all
around it everywhere; just as Go
has made his world full of them.
world is God's house, 1sn'f it, mamma?
And we ought to fix up our houses
and our yards with pretty flowers, L
think, so as to make us think of God
all the time, and so as tobe like God
as much as ever we can.”

I like Eddie's thought. ¢ Yes,”
said I, everybody that loves God,
if he is ever so poor and little, can
have a flower to remember the Father
by, either in hic house, or round the
door ; and its beaaty or sweet perfame:
will always speak of His loye and:
care.”




