
- 9

EO&sItiil*'- Kîî-t*L>wçtmwitovwffî'a3irX-.«âri6ÿ.^jÉfcl<'

GIVING

ii*i§
r—rne

1'/**},

ETHER 1 AiVfC»

‘T*/ ' V

> - <-3um#5L*.>
’*,» « «■ *,'

’vT3^

ÿC^.^ï .sÿ/VV
"iA bS&jsT'Jx v»-»*'*4«Af5nW»4<ioi> ti.xn
wæ

St?*1

Vvi^-

U^li.LW*>»i

.Çjjrtùi' «ÂflfRiEii— H*2»

'•^«^4"*-': v-...

y^*TT! f****-*

LfV **V
;1A*

«B®
,u.-Z*^vjL,Ut<6, ikrîiiÈ

vVi»,
lt,FvT* &M

15.*ït><

ü3!@W!»■”w$r M

<•
 -»

 > -



M'W-

->r'v

BIRTH

i it-i AN Al

»

MINTED

Mpjy
if. r.i

tiSff.

i*.-

^fWi

->»• k

viw#':
^'*1v*. a>>

, wà'

•S^-i

'• go?

iMi
.M'A

?^D”3X**3&

Çl^î 7*f:

Æfe4j?V5:

*y.

®r5?

ï>ÿ®K

wL< f
j-T* i^xr • ifejflOS*■ t.^jr v*-t . >V

H<- V*-‘iftsa

•J2>'r.

ijp*!3£i£jSS*-»:

yvCv.-‘
Kfïa

mmmm$'^$38
,i.ik

T-..‘‘--'

WiTS***»»- i -

. ifrWfcjLf.

>>

IMBi §ÉMk'rJtWi..•/V

>1 rj
*<y?

i. #

£3
$»



MM
T*V r-rrvt'âs

V.ÿ.f.

ESr»'*ÿfflfc ...

Sa» -* -»

NARRATIVE

THOMAS SMALLWOOD,

( Œolouttb iîHsn :)

GIVING AN ACCOUNT

or ma

BIRTH—THE PERIOD HE WAS HELD IR SLAVERY—HIS 
!*;£ RELEASE—AMD REMOVAL TO CANADA, ETC.
FS: •• to: t'-.i.-U ;•
» i ' l- ■ ;• ">■' ' * .*

TOGETHER WITH

!.
'J-m AN ACCOUNT OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

Toronto :
PRINTED FOR THE AUTTIOR BY JAMES STEPHENS, $, CITY 

BUILDINGS, KING STREET EAST.

S

Kr



.«♦O.V»

UNIVERSITY

X5Ü3T
Ws Ere i, 
world’s hii 
grand epo 
place to w

>’»' it à

\ V •il', *•
Mr’-frxini over eren 

traversing 
never fine 
that in wl 
Semiramii 
of an unir 
the oorom 
and her 1 
her constc 
Syrian gloi 
extending

:«•», V

î-M'àfc*'*i *1* "i '• IWitA

1 f A
r‘V

have so i 
î concentre 

of epochs- 
r; an era wi

In ref< 
, rcasonabl 
à- for ever I 
p trodden d 
jÿ ycsl and 
K; voice of
* Metropoli
• -, a traitor-1

>,W'V

JlïJWjj

Sa^v;.

i^K-y

/- V I

;r<V -

iBESÉ

I. i •

L- ftirYi ■■ *



iw:- '

t

r yi 'AV#

■A»— Ui

\
JtXfaM Æ’-flr .»s

^_Jll v>>

¥ i-

PREFACE.

L JtWiSFT '
foAr

i
■ R>:

'•>1;

Ws lire in stirring times I perhaps in no period of the 
world's history, in the annals of no ancient clime, in no 
grand epoch of the past, hare any strange erenta taken 

v' place to which the present century may not produce a 
b loftier parallel ; wo may call back to remembrance those 

days tliat hare gone to the winds, and glance our eyes 
over even to those far ages bordering on the flood, and 
trarersing the long flight of centuries down we shall 
nerer find an ERA so replete with the * Aiderful as 
that in which wo lire, at inis present No I not when 
Semiramis flourished in all the pomp and splendour 

T of an universal Empress upon an Eastern throfle. When 
: the coronet of her fame encircled the Terrestrial sphere 

and her luminous sceptre lit up the world, illuminating 
her constellation of Empires. Not in the full blase of As
syrian glory and strength, from Nimrod to Sardinapalus, 
extending over a period of nearly fifteen hundred years, 
hare so many extraordinary events taken place as are 
concentred in the last half century.r We lire in an age 

* R; °f epochs—every year, every day, yea every moment, is 
an era within itself .>i • •, •

In reference to the question of Slavery, it may be 
i AK reasonably supposed, that the Lord of light and life will not 

for ever slumber, he will not for ever see his children , 
« f trodden down under the iron hoof of Southern despotism, 

/•f tô'yes I and I would declare, had I the power, with the 
■*’ p, voice of Stentor, in the market place of a World's

■ Metropolis, that the great Jehovah would prove himself
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far ever refuse to hear the cries of perishing millions! 
Mf Bat bark! t ÿv

" Jehovah thundering out of Zion,
Thron’d between the cherubim,”

John Milton.

may yet nun fiery hail upon this wicked land, as he did 
of ola upon the cities' of the Plains.—-Why are they op-

lf Impressed 7 Napoleon Bonaparte soys, that 44 all men are 
born equal—science ana talent alone can make a 
difference ;11 and our most renowned Orators and Poets 
have sustained" the assertion, and have ever been the
champions of freedom. “In the sight of our law, the ; 
^ave trader is a pirate and, a felon, and in the sight of ; 

;'t/ i heaven an offender far beyond the ordinary depth of 
himianguilt”-—(Webstar.) ; A /

’How is it pomiblë that they, the slaveholder* can Her ' 
™ jpeace when 44darkness is over thé face of the earth,” v 
in the night time, alasl—

wr- , • •. " • •*"
« Matures sweet restorer, balmy sleep,”

vW^fW1 •if*;îï <■ .it'#
H ; that Which Dr. Johnson calls 

*».r-'1
" The parenthesis of human woe,”.>

-Vtt.’i I':? .. ■:
and the great poet of the 44 Night Thoughts,”

ip, great nature’s second course, ' •
l^KrEW^***™** *“d balmof hurti :.>ns,

-tv can have no pleasures for them; the fact is, they have 
* S, fe ' : no consciences, or if they are possessed of any, they are

" ’ «.'.J* nf Viraco a* rtf adamant nn whirH nn inunriinn mav '1 1

,/'v talk not of the property of the planter in his slaves, /1 
|s&F •'< X deny the right—I acknowledge not the property,” iV
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Look to the old climes of Europe, where, dor centuriés 
unknown to history, monarchy and its twin brother 
despotism have reared their stronghold, and we shall 
find slave 
rulers
more or less, no doubt, by
which, to the open Sea of the world’s praise, from dark 
antiquity hath flowed.” (William Wordsworth.) 
Such were the words of the sweet “ Poet of the Lakes 
and such, furthermore, was the language of the great 
Law Orator of Ireland: “ I speak in the spirit of British 
law, which makes liberty commensurate with, and inse
parable from, British soil, which, proclaims even to the 
stranger aud sojourner, the moment he sets foot on 
British earth, that the ground on which he treads, is 
holy and consecrated by the genius of universal eman- 

y cipation.” (John Puiltott. Curran ) « » .

I do not wish that, my solitary opinion concerning 
slavery should be forced upon inankind, noUlhis, worse 
than feudal despotism, has met with execrations from the 
most splended spirits, that ever adorned the world, and 
from the treasure house of memory I bring them forth, 
like*’an arcliangelic host, rallying at the command of 
some mighty leader, on the ethereal plains,—but yet,

..r:,-rv"v vr.T r;,7 s*7 Kfi'itR I *j:t\

“I would not have a slave to till my ground;
To carry me; to fan me while I sleepr ; ■ ; «

// And tremble when 1 wake, for all the gold 
That sinews bought and sold, have ever earned :
No I dear as freedom is, and in my heart’s 

M t:‘, ‘ Just esiimatiorl, prlzêdibôve'all price,' ' * ■ ■ 7 ')
I’d much rather be myself the slaver 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him.”

William Cowpbr.y ' ■: • • < • £ )
. - * * • t • '>j* V . ; , -,

Slpep well, thou “amiable Poet,” under thy monu- 
ly ment at Olney; although thou didst not live td- grace 
’ with thy lifetime our day, tens of thousands of hearts 
rbü?at_with the warmest affection to thy memoiy, our eyes 
and 4he eyes of generations not yet conceived, down 
ihroûgh bouhtleas ages, shall'shed teart of gratitude at
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thy blessed name,—dear evangelical Bard 
^whoee fame shall ever be, •

f “ By seraphs writ with beams of heavenly light”
BpaKf' f i '
''"S^V-’v' ^en 8h*U 801116 mighty genius arise to fling a 
v f':-' standard of light over the United States: when their 

own flag shall no longer be a subject for declamatory 
orators and punning poets. <

“UNITED STATES ! your banner wears two emblems— 
one of fame ;

v.y • • >•\r7}V
Ë$'r:-É!i.WA
£;v ^•v,#0ÿAlas I the other that ft bears reminds us of your shame :

sV%& The White Man's liberty, in types, stands blazing by your
*W- A1»* K -*—“ • '

.<,-n stars;
\.j at But what's the meaning of the stripes 1 they mean your 

^ - Negroes’ scars.” , , Campbell.
ÜteF

> Long before I had purchased myself from my owner 
>1 had a desire to visit Canada, although 1 had often

guage ol 
and bell

But, c 
thing I 
laws, it n 
the great 
sonafiy, 1 
that whi 
truth of, 
pages to 
conscient

Bag _
heard many strange and romantic stories

Sm-kAya *•: • • <• / *' • ’ «* rw - , f
“ Of that green land, cradled In the roar 

0 « :,ïr‘* Of western waves and wildernesses.”

v-

&r'- J • -, V., j , . •; Revolt or Islam.
r.y.v ■:ii£ Asrst.r-,, ; ,,,,

I had already made up my mind

Jt For
k.
h\ •

And arm

“That a land of slaves shall ne’er be mine.” ,
; ’ : ' ' Loan Btbon.

• i ■ -, ‘V- i /■’. 1".

So I went on my pilgrimage, where in times past as at
M .£•**■* ““V*.-:

Av‘‘-'-2 fooUtep was heard in the rustling brake, ,,Wheia the cotton tree shadow’d the* misty lake ; j-/?.
£;!;;-• ”rAnd a murmuring voice, and a plunge from shore,

And the clave was seen in the south no more.”
- i^Paorssenn Lomotellow.

»«•jWr-*> •‘'if' *• î;
%^y>And finally arrived in Toronto*, QUEEN CITY OF 

THE WEST, where all may well exclaim in the lan-

p
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Bard

But, even here, I have met a prejudice equal to any 
thing I ever experienced in the south. Thanks to the 
laws, it may go no further than verbal illustration ! But 
the greatest prejudice of all is that against myself per
sonally, held by people of my own colour, concerning 
that which they never had a chance of knowing the 
truth of, but which I have explained in the following 
pages to the satisfaction, I hope, of all enlightend and 
conscientious men.

It was to clear up my character, and do justice to 
humanity, that I was at first prompted to publish this 
pamphlet—for I was well aware that Tt y r w

11 Slander lives upon succession,
For ever housed

lives upon 
where it oronce rets possession." 

Shakspeass’s Comedy of Errors.

And armed in the adamantine armour of conscious in
nocence and truth, I hope to repel the thrusts of

“ Slander
Whose edge is sharper than the sword,
Whose tongue outvenoms all the worms of Nile."

a Ctmmuxi.

But it has been the lot of great men to be slandered. 
Clarkson and Wilberforce, who ranked high among the 
truly great and good of the world, in their day, were 
slandered ; but time and the good sense of mankind 
are doing these illustrious philanthropists justice; and 

r so they will George Thompson, who was so recently aa- 
■ sailed by the tongue of slander in our city, whilst ably 
v and disinterestedly engaged in protesting against the

and injured African

atory

truer

“ Wha sac base as be a slave .
Let him turn and flee."

. v Robert Burns.

guage of the Idolized Bard of the “ land of the heather 
and bell '
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brethren, now held in bondage in the so-called ** LAND 
OF LIBERTY l” . ,

facta» intei 
to be nece 
the fact th

ADDRESS TO GEO. THOMPSON, ESCL, MEMBER ' 
OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. ; •-,< 7

r- ■ ’. <■ - ■]': ■ . :
“ HI* life waa genlle, and the elements eo mixed In him, that NatüU 

v might stand up and aaj to all the world—This was a Man".
l o—r.:

♦:••• • • •_ '. ' v-V
' • Long ages, may ihy voice be sent \.*yv:

0 In anthems, loud and free, ' > : j %
v.mtti.iîz i From continent to continent ; t r ;' . i' ,
1 r.i i'r ,/•' Across from sea to sea. , x fd< • * 7

Millions of hearts adore thy worth,
^Yea, many nations bless .» '

; Thy name, renown’d through all the earth 
“ M T’ -“xh As in this wilderness. " ; :

t r ■ ;.-i-
Advance" with splendour and prevail 

In thy triumphant course; • /\
'n r fAnd distant ages yet may hail , . •: v

> ; iwAVA. >,tThee | second W ilberforce. ; ^ '

iil,*.., r-Stgl may |hy mighty eloquence- - » - f $. *
rnr Sweep cm like western waves r' , '

i f ’Till opposition’s bahish’d, hence, r-j Ï 
And freedom crown the slaves.

Hamilton ; 
of a book 
coloured r 
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to rob the 
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the book r 
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Long may’s! thou stay to make ua blest; ( ï*.V '
• if,;. <• .«nv Display thy native charms; u*
' /Toronto, Queen of (all) the West, '

v Will clasp thee in he> arms. ÿ

A'WiîlrtFfoWef foie theè, in our hearts and soûls, > i^v" •
*i&- l>rt;ftht rFW»l % virtues rare ; , ; ^ s^àfctjlb'

7'r.». ■ -vt tvhiU rtntarin’o motor 1

.« Such is t 
memory of 
preserve hi 
and perform 
hie life, ha 
Dcwson. -
t The work 
was actual! 
freedom, wl 
Reformatioi 
bondmen of 
placed first 

r Appeal will

TVoy, N.

r*H\ :r-‘ terj; >».vr..-r<; - St»;-’ ;
- •"•♦y't’i-v- ; ' - 'vrt < -;1 iîr.f -?•’

This little work, with the exception of the quotations 
and a portion of the matter iq the preface, is wholly 
original, containing a simple narrative of unvarnished

Garnet's
♦■'id tt- t<

M It is gener 
duction, to 1
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AND i facto, interspersed with such comments as I conceived 
;t to be necessary. I am led to make these remarks from 

fact that I have seen a book for sale in this city 
% purporting to be a production of Mr. Paola Brown, of

■TOM

«MOT.

\ ' L.

*; ■ ?.,( .. 
■ /

* l
. / •’

render more plainly the diabolical attempt of P. Brown 
* to rob the memory of an estimable man, of one of the 

boldest productions against slavery ever written and 
published in America, I will give the prefttee to a brief 
sketch of the life and character of David Walker, to
gether with the sketch itocl£ written by Henry High
land Garnet, and published with the second edition of 
the book referred do in 1848. Hence it will be seen 
that Mr. Brown js\not honest in putting forth a work 

k like the one in question in his name and as his own pro-
Si* j .. 1 ' ■ . * • *

auction.

w;
6*e&:

'MA

liions
holly'

Camel's Preface to Walker's Appeal. it*

')
■f. “ Sych le the very high esteem which is entertained for the 

memory of David Walker., and so general is the desire to 
4 preserve his “Appeal,” that the subscriber-has undertaken, 

and performed the task of re-publication, with a brief notice ot 
his life, having procured permission from his widow,. Mrs. 
Dewson. - » < •, .. *. # . e - i , . * •.•, * ., . *
v The work is valuable, because it was among the first, and 
was actually the boldest and most direct appeal in behalf of 
freedom, which was made in the early part of the Anti-Slavery 

if Reformation. When the history of the emancipation of the 
;•* bondmen of America shall be written, whatever name shall be 
h! placed first on the list of heroes, that of the author of the 
T Appeal will not be second.,.. ...
t * ' • ♦ ,#•*«»»> J- • * «'.y 4 * ' . V» n 1 \ > • • T

Troy, N. Y, April 12, 1848.

: PivV Garnet's Sketch of the Life and Character of David 
- , Walker. • .. -, ...

4
M It Is generally the desire of the reader of any intellectual pro
duction, to know something of the character and the life of the

^ 3 S|i$£
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author. The character of David Walker is indicated in his 
writings. In resard to hi* life, but a few materials can be 
gathered ; but what is known of'him, furnishes proof to 
opinic* which the friends of man have formed of him—tha 
possessed a noble and a courageoes spirit, and that he 
ardently attached to the cause of liberty.

Mr. Walker,Walker , was born in Wilmington, North Carolina 
Sept. 8841795. His mother was a free woman, and his father 
was a slave. His innate hatred to^Javery was very early de
veloped. When yet a boyjie declared that the slaveholding 
South was aot the place for him. His soul became so indig
nant at the wrongs which his father and his kindred bore, that 
he determined to find some portion of bis country where be 
would see less to harrow up hie soul. Said he, ‘ If I remain 
in this bloody land, I will not live long. As true as God 
reigns, I will be avenged for the sorrow which my people have 
suffered. This is not the place for me—no, no. I must leave 
this part of the country. It will be a great trial for me to live 
on the same soil where so many men are in slavery ; certainly 
JE cannot rémain where I must hear their chains continually, 
and where I must encounter the insults of their hypocritical 
enslavers. Go I must'

The youthful Walker embraced his mother, and received aThe vi
mother's blessings, and turned his back upon North Carolina. 
HJa father died a few months before his birth ; and it is a re
markable coincidence, that the son of the subject of this Memoir, 
was a posthumous child.

After!leaving home, David Walker travelled rapidly towards 
the North, phakiog off the dost of bis feet, and breathing curses 
upon the system of human slavery, America’s darling insti
tution. As might be expected, be met with trials during hie 
journey; and at last he reached Boston, Mass., where he took 
up his permanent residence. There he applied himself to 
study, and soon learned to read and write, in order that he 
might contribute something to the cause of humanity. Mr. 
Walker, like most of reformers, was a poor man—he lived 
poor, and died poor. ^

In 1837 he entered into the clothing business in Brattle street, 
in which he prospered ; and had it not been for his great 
liberality and hospitality, he would have become wealthy. In
1838, he married Miss Éliza —-------- . He was emphatically a
self-made man, and he spent all hie leisure moments in the culti
vation ot his mind. Before the Anti-Slavery Reformation had 

eumed a form, he was ardently engaged in the work. His
hands were always open to contribute to the wants of the fu
gitive. His house was the shelter and the home of the poor 
and needy. 1 Mr. Walker is known principally by his 
“ Appeal, but it was in his private walks, and by his un
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He had many enemies, and not a few where his brethren 
whose cause he espoused. They said that hewent too far, and 
was making trouble. So the Jews spoke of Moses. They 
valued the flesh-pots of Egypt more than the milk and hooey of 
Canaan. He died 1830 in Bridge street, at the hopeful and 
enthusiastic age of 34 years. His ruling passiontlaicd up in 
the hour of death, and threw an indescribable grandeur over* 
the last dark scene. The heroic young man passed away 
without a struggle, and a few weeping friends
-Ü*Ski.’’.- 1 Sew In death hie rrefide close, ;i '

• • Tl' Calmlr, as to • night’s repose.es to s night’s re|

**v*r5$
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the opinion of many that he was hurried out of Hie by the 
means of poison, but whether this vu the case or not, the 
writer is not prepared to affirm.

,‘^ML
■ "> IKW'#

With an overflowing hcart.be published his “ Appeal” in 
f 1829. This lit lie book produced more commotion among 
slaveholders that any volume of its size that was ever issued 

i from an American press. They saw that it was a bold attack 
upon their idolatry, and that- too by a black man who once 
lived among them. It was merely a tmoolh stone which this 
David took up, yet it terrified a host of Goliaths. When the 
fame of this book reached the South, the poor, cowardly, pusil
lanimous tyrants, grew pale behind their cotton bags, and 
armed themselves to the teeth. They set watches to look after 
their happy and contented slave*. The Governor of Gkorgu 

.wrote to the Hon. Harrison Grey Otis, the Mayor of Boston, 
requesting him to suppress the Appeal. His Honor replied to 
the Southern Censor, that he had no power nor disposition to 
hinder Mr. Walker from pursuing a lawful course in the 
utterance of his thoughts. A company of Georgia men then 
bound themselves by an oath, that they would cat as little aa 

, ’'possible until they had killed the youtnftil author. They also 
offered a reward of a thousand dollars for his bead, and ten 

♦times as much for the live Walker. His consort, with the 
, solicitude of an affectionate wife, together with some friends, 
advised him to go to Canada, lest he should be abducted. 
Walker said that he had nothing to fear from such a pack of 

[* ' coward blood-hounds ; but if he did go, he would hurl back 
.such thunder across the great lakes, that would cause them to 
‘ tremble in tbelr strong bolds. Said he, ‘ I will stand my

Sound. Somebody must die m this cause. 1 may be doomed to 
e stake and the fire, or, to the scaffold tree, but it is not in me 
!- - to falter if I can promote the work of emancipation.’ He did 

not leave the country, but was soon laid in the grave. It waa
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I EmS il i • - • V The personal appearance of Mr. Walker wu prepossessing ,

, being six feet in height, slender and well proportioned.Hr-*<**-•' /.« 
ESEsj’v- ." .hair was loose, and hie complexion wu dark. His son, th*r Wf-'i-.'r

U,..

only child he left, is now 18 years of age, and is said to resemWV >i 
: his lather: he now resides at Charlestown, Mass., with 

mother, Mrs. Dewaon. Mr. Walker wu a faithful
i'tSt'.'f!~ *of the Methodist Church at Boston, whose pastor is 

venerable lather Snowden.
R-Ç-V. '

The reader thus has à brief notice of the life and 
of Dâvid Walker.”
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A NARRATIVE

THOMAS SMALLWOOD.
ds for 
but to
i
tar's.” ill was bom in Prince George’s County, Maryland, the 
bereforelf;22nd day of Fob., 1801. I was recorded 4o be set free 
16. at the age of thirty, in the clerk’s office of that county. , 
ray manwlle who was instrumental in bringing it about was the /$ 
t I'lhavrRer. J. B. Ferguson. Myself and Sister had been j 
ter;—thiQ bequeathed to the Lady whom he married and to her
____  Although by the terms of the will he could
UTHORjnot dispose of us^ at pleasure, yet by paying the amount ,, 

',, we wore valued he could do so by mutual > 
v, with those interested . That he did (for he r 

__ __L_J to slavery) by paying $500 for me, but 
. the amount he paia for my sister J never became 

acquainted However I served until I was thirty years of 
~, and my sister until she was twenty-five, so as to 

out wnai he had paid for us.. It is needless for me 
i go into a detail of the vicissitudes through which I 

passed during that period, more than to say, about five 
3 before the time I was to be freed I hired myself 
.my master for the sum of $60 per year; about a 

year from that time I married From then to the 
expiration of my servitude it was more than the joint 
labours of myself and wife could accomplish to pay my 
hire and to support ourselves and children, hence it left • 
me in debt at the end of my service $60, which I sub* 
•equontly paid to the lost farthing. r

t v....
rrryxl
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What little I know of the letter was obtained in the 
’ following manner, for I never had a days schooling. The 

gentleman before mentioned, as my master, and his 
wife, learned me the English alphabet, and to spell in two 
syllables. When that became known to his neighbours 
they were amased at the fact that a black or coloured 
person could learn the Alphabet, yea, learn to spell in 
two syllables. I appeared to be a walking curiosity in 
the village where I then lived, and when passing about 
the village I would be called into houses, and the neigh
bours collected around to hear me say the Alphabet and 
to spell baker and cider, to their great surprise, f which 
were the first two words in the two syllables of Webster's 
Spelling Book.) Tliis may afford the reader a glimpse 

i into the abyss of intellectual darkness into which th 
SSS*1 African race in America has been so tong purpose!; 

i j < • confined, to serve the avarice and ends of their tyrannisai 
oppressors, and to get out of which, by the aid of their 
friends, they are now struggling against many obstacles; 
prejudice on the part of the whites being among the 
most potent, But for my advancement from two syl
lables to the little I now possess I owe a deep debt of

rtitude to a family of that people who are proverbial 
their love of learning and imparting it to others, vis. 
Mr. John McLeod a Scotch gentleman in whose excellent 

family I lived several years as servant He had a largo 
family of sons and daughters, these young gentlemen 
and ladies not only took great pleasure in learning me, 
but all the other servants about the house, who would 
take their teaching, for they were all coloured, and hired 
help notwithstanding. ' <J

' 6® employed many servants about his house, he 1
hired all; for be it said to his credit and humanity, he 
would own no slaves, although living in a slaveholding 
oountiy. .1 have ever declined the many opportunities 
and oners I have had to become a tool in the hands of 
the enemies of that class of people with whom I am ,i 
idcntiBed, and these, without regret on my part, deprived 
me of a considerable portion of this world’s wealth. If " 
my memory be not at fault, I was from the year 1822
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or 23, up to about 1830, an advocate of African Colonis
ation, because I thought the object of that Society was. 
the entire abolition of slavery in the United States ; and 
which I thought would lead to its final extinction every 
where else. Thus placing my race, together with all 
others, in an elevated position. But I was greviously 
deceived. The object and policy of that Society proved 
to be, under the mask of philanthrophy, the draining off 
the free coloured population from among the slave popu
lation by inducing them to emigrate to Africa; for the 
doctrine of its leaders was that the free population con
taminated the slave population with a spirit of freedom, 
which made them uneasy in their bonds and made it 
very difficult for their oppressors to hold them. But 
said they, if we can get nd of the free negro population 
wo can put a stop to any further emancipations, and thus 
have perpetual slavery without danger. 1 This they 
•ought to accomplish by various modes,—one or two I 
frill note. First, by the influence of the African Colonis- 
ationists it was decreed that no free coloured persons 
should bo employed on any of the government works,, 
in^ho United States, while, at the same time, they 
invited foreign emigration to supply their places. Thus, 
as much as possible, depriving them of a means of sub
sistence, in order to make them an easy prey to the 
wicked and insidious dcsigins of the African Colonisation 
Society. , Secondly, they had recourse to such of the 
coloured men who had acquired some influence over the 
minds of the free coloured people, among whom they - 
lived, by holding out to them pecuniary inducements as 
a reward for their services in persuading and deluding 
their brethren into, the African Colonisation trap. My 
humble self happened to be among the number to whom 
inducements were held out And for the sake of my influ
ence in that direction, I could have become a merchant ; 
in the Liberia trade, backed with the aid and influence of 
that Society. But I preferred to live in indigent circum- > 
stances, and enjoy my morsel with a good conscience, rather ; 
than be possessed with wealth and a burning conscience, 
with a recollection that I had come into possession of these,, 
through treachery to my afflicted race.
i hy d.V , rd , • * •* • *
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*: The Slaveholders, themselves, can bear record thst “Ïïuïuîî 

their gold and silver could not bribe me into a crusade [ m. / 
against the interest of my brethren, and that while, m
among them I bore and interminable hatred of their to
dongs to them, and that I could not smother it, or el* v
thev would not have strove to entrap me as they did, f.«7 . 
and especially in 1843. I remember several occasions r ^ . > mer 
wherein I was concerned in secreting lots of fugitives v 
who had been sold to the traders and fled to me that I 
might effect their escape, and the united rewards for whom, 
while I thus had them secreted, amounted from two hun- '* 
dred to two hundred and fifty pounds. These facts are so t 
notorious that it is no hard matter for me to prove them b^ u „» 
thb City. But there were not found wanting those of i‘ jflCa8ur(/ 
my coloured brethren, who became willing tools for the • SunftU, 
Colonisation Society, and among those who became sô, fji econw. 
and grew rich by it, was James Brown, and a Mr. McGill, j ^

grt 
North, wh 
the sweat 
reason and 
that is poi 
lauded thi

|F '• ■’/ .,

the firmer had been a particular friend of mine, but b f**|JSi2wtG

W;rill;

[ BSaiS!*
*

consequence of his connexion with that Society we be
came opposed to each other and thus ended our friend
ship. My feeble efforts in the meantime were devoted 
to the anti-slavery cause, but the difficult question with 
me was what could Ï do to help to push forward so good 
a cause. I knew that I was in the midst of a slave
holding community, in which, even the white man, who 
had more liberty and freedom of speech than I, dare not 
raise his voice in favour of freedom for the African’s
descendants in Christian America, although he might 
raise it as high as he pleased for the Greeks and Poles 
I knew I could not go about the country and lecture 
against slavery» and that I could not call meetings to

Mi'- 
i ; ■

K-r •

raise.funds to help the poor way-worn fugitive toward 
the north star, seeking freedom from democratic and 
Christian Slavery. However, I determined to do some
thing in the matter/therefore I directed my efforts, first, 
against the influence of the Colonisation Society, among 
coloured people, and by the assistance of the Lord I was 
b them successful, for where I lived, not one in a 
hundred could be induced to go to Africa. And so it 
was when I left; but how it is there now I cannot tell,
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fur since the passage of the fugitive law, the Coloni- 
1 nationist* are moving heaven and earth as it were to in-

. früî duce tho free coloured people of the states to emigrate to 
, * Africa. Tho success of tho fugitive bill may be attributed
it arAU • mainly to the influence of Northern Colonisationists, for 
th°r d? I any 000 having any knowledge of that fraternity cannot 
^ I*but hove observed that it is composed mostly of the 

r°S; S great merchants, manufacturers, and aristqcrats of the 
hfori-h, who suck their riches from the South off from 

farwfaft i 8WCttt an(l blood of tho African race, with as little 
: reason and humanity as the stall-fed hog sucks the swill 

ltwomme is poured into his manger. These arc they who 
lauded the Idol of Massachusetts, Daniel *Wcbstcr, the 

r great apostate, for the part he lind taken in that infamous 
1 ■' rocA8uro> Secondly, to assist in the escape of all I could

08 or~* i.from Slavery, and after a time they crowded upon me 
L'^y Mores, and thank tho Lord I was enabled to effect 

. Jrc”T' ; the escape of all except seven, who, through their own 
ie, but m indiscretion and tlio treachery of others I was foiled in 
ty we be- • effecting their escape. It is extremely ’hazardous to 
nr. mena-1 undertake to do any thing for the slaves, but I do not 

blame them; it is just the way they are tutored in their 
raising. It is one of the grand policies of the slave
holders to keep up a continual lack of confidence on the 
part of the coloured people toward each other, whether 
they bo free or bond, by inspiring them with jealousy 
ana envy against each other in order to keep down that 
sympathy and mutuality which is so necessary among 
people having a common interest at stake. Finally, it is 
the slaveholders policy to keep their slaves in ignorance 
of every thing except to know how todo their work and 

"6s f to act treacherously with each other! he or she that is 
“ toward| the most expert at these, knowing nothing else, is, ac

cording to their language, the best negro. Hence it 
may bo easily seen that the task of doing for them is a 
most dangerous one. Therefore much could not be done 
fo the way of the underground railroad* until 1842, at

• Tbs origin of this technicality, underground railroad, is 
•opposed lo be this,—a number of slaves would sometimes dis-
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that time, that most excellent and whole-souled Abo-. ycftf gomo 
Monirt, the Her. C. t Tory, m»do Ws appearance h, con(
Washington. I had heard of his arrest and trial at*>i|jwu]j foe ( 
Anopolis, the seat of the Maryland government, to which&]>*triot of i 
place he had gone to take notes of the proceedings i following 
of the slaveholders then assembled in convention, ^before yoi 
at that City, and I myself watched its progrès f member tl: 
with great anxiety. Although I was not at that timek ^ 
personally acquainted with him, yet immediately after slarcholdoi 
acquittal and return to Washington, the seat of the ylCm wjt]K 
government of that Union, I formed an acquaintance ’* 
with him through the agency of my wife, who took ; 
washing out of the house in which he then boarded; * 
through her, I sought and obtained an interview with •
him. And be it spoken to the praise of the lady with '................
whom he boarded, that she and my wife were the only f ^ cither I 
assistance we had for some time in the execution of our iy better than 
plans. At our first interview he informed me of a yn commoi 
scheme he had in view, and requested my assistance, to ? goods jn th 
which I readily assented The scheme had for ita : ^ 0f y)C, 
object the rescue of a family of slaves, consisting of a , deprived ol 
man, his wife, and several children, who were owned by [ pr£e that ! 
Mr. Eager of North Carolina, a Cabinet Minister, then t, good accou 
living at Washington, and whose price for them waa ; J* the pri 
fifteen hundred dollars. I was dispatched to see the | the spoil 
woman and apprize her of the scheme, her husband v and ho pi 
being away North at the time begging money to pay for holders an 
them. That good man thought that Mr. Eager had men : first, 
already got more of their labour than he was justly en-r: are born fr
titled to, according to the law of God ; he therefore >■ with ccrtai
resolved if possible to deprive him of any pecuniary i liberty, anc
consideration for their liberty, in addition to thekyalue off- dealers an
the labour he had already robbed them of. Besides, hei slaves of t 
was not in favour of paying slaveholders for any of their happiness i 
slaves that could, be otherwise rescued from their grasp.! those right 
This the slaveholders.and their proslaveiy apologists, , and praise

. - Y '* ^ i deposited t
appear from a neighbourhood in the course of a single night y,e benefit 
ol whom no trace could be obtained until they were entirely ., . ,
out of the reach of their astonished owners, which led them to * “Wy.SwUM 
exclaim, that, “ the Negroes had a railroad under the ground, t take the »l



Jed Abo* , gome who process to look upon slavery with abhor- 
srance in ^cc, conceive to be monstrous, that the slaveholder 
d tnal at‘> liquid be deprived of his slaves without pay. Even the 
, to which patriot of this City, of the 4th of April, 1851, holds the 
oceedmgs ^following language in reference to it, "be thou just 
invention, ^befuro you arc generous." But they should also re- 

progres» • member that justice has two sides, or in other words, a 
that tune P black side ns well as a white side. And if it is just for 
y after ml slaveholders to compel men and women to work for 
at of the ylCm without pay, because they art black, and they have 
uaintance l the power to Jo so; then it is equally just for them, or 
who took tlicir friends, to deprive their masters of such labour 
boarded; r, without pay. • Besides the slaveholders arc the nggres- 

view with j£ gon Tho African race never sold themselves to any one, 
lady with but they wcrc'stolcn, and those who hold them in bondage 
i the only £ arc cither the thieves or receivers the one class being no 
ion of our ^better than the other and therefore the both arc robbers, 
me of s v. ]n common merchandise, if any arc found with stolen 

stance, to ; goods in their possession, let tliom have come in posscs- 
d for its > skxx of them ever so honestly, on their part, yet are they 
sting of s !_. deprived of such goods without a return of any part of the 
Dwned by| price that they paid for them; and if they cannot give a
ister, then 5; good account liow they came by them, they are punished 
them was { as the principal thiet And if a thief be taken with 
o see the , the spoil in- his possession, it is rescued from him, 

husband \ and ho punished according to law. Now the slave- 
to pay for ; holders and dealers are robbers both of God and 
ager had £ men : first, according to their own language, " all men 
justly en- i are bom free and equal, and arc endued by their creator 
thereforer with certain unalienable rights, among which are life, 

pecuniary E liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Now the slave 
ekyalue off? dealers and holders have robbed those they hold as 
esides, bet slaves of those rights, and thereby robbed them of the
- -f i--------- :--------- i ' .i • • “y of their 3. a teir grasp.6
ipologists,

ngle night fr 
re entirely 
>d them to 
e ground.

happiness and pleasures flowing from the enjoyment of 
those rights. They have robbed God of that homage 
and pnu.se due to him from beings with whom he has 

p deposited those rights. They have robbed the world of 
the benefit of tho intellectual part that God designed 
they should perform in creation. The Algerines used to 

| take the subjects of other nations and make slaves of
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them, and demand a price for their freedom ; some of 
the nations thus aggrieved gave them unmistakeable , 
proof that they would not submit to such injustice bj \ 
sending against them some of th<jr war ships to chastise 
them, and so put an end to it So then, they whog' 
rescue those from the grasp of those who are continuallyi 
robbing/them are only performing the part of the goodr 
Samaritan let slaveholders and their apologists say what * 
they will However the man owned by Mr. Eager,- 
rejected (or was induced to do so through the influence^ 
of Colomsationistft and others in the North, who are' 
always very anxious to recognise and acknowledge a! 
right of property by man in man) the proposition o$ 
Mr. Torry and so begged the money and paid for hit
family. If that money had been placed in, the hand*
of Mr. Torry, he not only would have rescued that’ 
family but scores of others, who had as much claim cm! 
their misguided charity as that family had.

But this is only a small exhibition of their mis-directed • 
charity. I expected better things of Abolitionists, while"/ 
I expected no good of Colonisationists. Notwithstanding15 
these parties, without a murmur, would give theiil 
thousands to purchase a few individuals, they would 
complain bitterly against Mr. Torry and myself if thejf 
were called upon by us to give a few shillings to those1"
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charge us with taking an undue amount ot money___
them, and this brings me to notice the mode of oui/ 
operations. Its foundation was that we had two placer 
of deposit between Washington and Mason’s and DixontR 
line. The distance between Washington and the first war 
thirty-seven miles, the second was forty miles from tht* 
first; over these our passengers generally travelled in two 
nights, and the third night they cross the line, and accotih * 
plish a distance of nine miles into Pennsylvania, to another! 
place of deposit And now I proceed to place the reader* 
in possession of the mode of travel, on the so-called un-j- 
derground railroad. If we had women and children to'
convey, we had to hire conveyances at the rate of from-
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fifteen to fifty dolla.s to the first place of deposit; the prices 
varied according to the numbers we had to convey. We 
had to pay teamsters a very high price in order to induce 
them to risk thcmclvcs ayd teams in so dangerous an en
terprise. Besides, there was great difficulty in meeting 
with teamsters to whom wc could make propositions of 
that kind. Wc have paid for the conveyance of one person 
fifteen Julians for the conveyance of three twenty-five, 
and fur eight or nine fifty dollars, for a distance of only 
thirty-seven miles. 1 will relate one circumstance 
which took place during our operations which will servo 
to show how much justice there is in those charges 
before mentioned. About the latter part of August, 
1642, the beloved friend, Torry, who is now no more, 
was about to leavo Washington for the North, and I 
desired ho would Lake with luhi about fifteen persons,— 
men, women, and children ; but how that could be ac
complished was a question of considerable importance, 
It was next to impossibility to get a teamster to convey 
them at any price. Bo the only alternative left was to 
purchase a conveyance ; nnd, then again, there was 
another obstacle m the way, almost insurmountable, 
which was the want of money, however I got over this 
by the aid of a confidential friend who acted with me in 
nil confidential matters relating to our operations, for 
though wo had great difficulties to contend with, yet 
there were many things that worked in our favour. 
There happened to bo a huckster who had a waggon for 
pain that just suited our purpose, and for which he asked 
fiAy-thrcc dollars; the bargain was closed by paying the 
money. The next point of difficulty which lay in the way 
was to obtain a span of horses ; this, however, was got 
over by our calling on a teamster to whom wc had given 
fifty dollars for one of those trips before alluded to, and 
who had a span for sale; although, not very good, they 
answrrrd our purpose. We therefore agreed to give him 
•iity-fivo dollars for them, paying twenty-five dollars down 
an<f 1 and my friend becoming responsible for the ba
lance, which was forty dollars. Those obstructions were 
now overcome, still Uicre were others in the way,
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though not quite so potent We had to get a set of Î mistress so
harness, and a pole made for the waggon, all which was } informed ir
to be done in one day, for until the morning of the day 
proceeding the night on'which friend Torry was tol 
start with the fifteen, we had strove to hire a conveyance, f 
but could not succeed, notwithstanding those persons had ; 
all been notified to meet at a certain place on that night, i 
which notice could not be revoked, therefore the people [ 
were on the spot at the appointed time. But we were 
not ready, therefore we had to conceal them in various l 
places in the City ; in the meantime morning arrived, and 
with it a terrible uproar. One had no one to get 
breakfast, Ann had absconded taking with her all her

i

tho cradle, 
placed the 
comfort, foi 
and hhe i 
woman to 
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children; another had no one to black the boots, to setan)'
‘ the table, and to wait breakfast, Bill had taken French 

leave, and gone about his business ; and a third, had no 
one to drive the coach to church ; others were also in as

instituted on all.bad a fix, hence a general pursuit was 
the roads leading North, but all to no purpose, for the*

1 « • «1 •. x-v 1_ ______ _ f

treachery 
six o'clock 
and his « 
went os (t 
evening tn

people were yet in the City. One man, by name'? bding1» 1 
Gunnel, had a woman and two children whose husband 
desired to purchase them and for that purpose employed 1
a gentleman to negotiate for them; but Gunnel insulted Women, an 
the gentlemen while he was trying to bargain for them, |..80tioo the
so he would have no more to do with the matter. The 
only alternative then left for the husband was to seek* 
deliverance by flight, and for that purpose he withflight, and for that
another man called on me to see what I could do for 
him in the matter ; after telling his story and stating to [ 
me the various difficulties he thought I would have tot 

contend, with which to me was a mere moonshine except i 
the getting of a little girl, between five and six years ofjK?®05 rctl 
age ; that child was required to set all night by the side Î hirtunato 
of a cradle in its master’s and mistress’ bed chamber, in j1 
order that if their child should awake, she should rock it,

Ksning th< 
ready they 
and the ea 
have rcsul 
notwithsUi 
get ready ; 
ahead; an 
were rctur

been met < 
they came 
of thoto prevent it from disturbing their slumbers. rJQp geth;®.^ 

that child was the work of its mother, and to do it |wubiUng 
required some skill and caution. Ifowever, she did it Kf w.a^j uu vu ovuiv ontu unu uuuuvu* vi v«| ouv vuu r 1^*1 «

admirably; it seemed, as if by, special providence of the |
Lord, a heavy sleep had come her master and *
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a set of - mistress so that she went into their bed chamber as she 
hich was f informed me since and took her child from the side of 
‘ the day tho cradle, without a stir on their part, never to be 

was to (■ placed there again, to spend a weary night' for their 
iveyance, ' comfort, for slio with her children arrived safe in Canada, 

and she is now in Toronto. The husband of the 
woman told rao that his wife's master frequently 
boosted that a neger could not beat his time ; I 
told him that if lie would perform the part I had given 
him to do, by the assistance of the Lord, I would 
beat his time, though a neger, according to his sense 
of tho wort! Thank the Lord, I did beat his time, 
•nd by the assistance of the Lord always could beat his 
and any of the rest of the slaveholders' time, but for the 
treachery of some of my own colour, lie was on the

d, had noj; o'clock train of cars, the next morning, for the North, 
also in as *nd his satellites on every road leading North. He 
od on all wenl 118 for M Baltimore but returned again on the
e, for the- evening train of the some day, not having got the least 
by name; tidings of them, and no wonder for they had not left the 
husband j* ÇilJT» But the beloved Torry started that same evening

employed tho setting of the sun with fifteen persons, men,
1 insulted ' *0®***» and children, for the Norths Ana here I must 
for them, > ootico the remarkable interposition o( the Lord in prê
ter. The ; them from capture ; first, if we could have got

ready they would have started the first night mentioned 
and the early pursuit which was made after them would 
have resulted in their capture; but, on the contrary, 
notwithstanding our untiring perseverance wc could not 

i have to* 8e1 ready ; the result was their pursuers had gone a day 
ne except! ®^1Md ; and when they were going, some of their pursuers 
x years of *,werc returning on the same road, and but for another 
y the side i f°rtunal° accident which happened they would have 
ïamber, in keen mcl on road and captured by them ; but just as 
Id rock it,! ti»fj 041111(1 a Brick bush, within a convenient distance 

of tbo first place of deposit, tho waggon, without 
exhibiting any previous weakness whatever, suddenly 
giro way and they had to turn aside into the bush: 
whilo they wore thus snugly secreted in the bush, thpse 
who were hunting then; passed by. without seeing or
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hearing any thing of them, this also served as an excel- f and fumiihi 
lent delusion and put an end to all pursuit in that di-j them until i 
rection, for it was- concluded they had gone byjfrater.- parturc, nnc 
Mr. Torry then went to our first place of deposit, pro-; reason* the 
cured another waggon, and proceeded North with the ' off those gn 
people until he arrived at Troy, N. Y., without their! was not |>r 
owners hearing any thing of them. I received a letter! because »u 
from him dated at that place containing these words in; could not L 
substance, “I have arrived at Troy safe, with the £ known; the 
chattels, and am now shipping them on board of a; partant of l 
canal boat for Canada, and then I shall leave for Linn,; an lnrestigi 
Mass.” That feat having been accomplished, more y was the so 
satisfactory to us than to |he slaveholders, I turned my# railroad in 
attention to laying plans for the performance of another;! the awtnm 
that I accomplished in some three or four weeks after,I, my wife, an 
by sending off twelve or thirteen slaves, to the great £ baring g»>n< 
annoyance of the slavholders ; notwithstanding there* •fcqurwes i 
was a terrible uproar about that place, and a reward of watch ever)
two tho ZusarA d 

r pej|ki;
ollars offered for the detection of the! went out <

person or pelfWis who were thus depriving them of their i night intrn 
goods and chattels. But I continued to defy detection,! place at wh 
and sent them off in gangs ; never less than a dozen.
I frequently had lots of slaves concealed about in 
Washington, who had fled to me for safety when they 
got wind that their masters were about to sell them 
the slave traders, and when the united rewards for them 
would amount to from six to eight hundred, .and a 
thousand dollars. These then were the times if I 

%ras a traitor to my brethren, with which my enemies 
have attempted to brand me, when I could have made my 
jack But it is passing strange, and not be credited by * 
any reasonable, just, and unprejudiced person, that I 
should for a paltry sum of a few dollars or pounds 
become an enemy to my brethren for whom I have | 
almost worn myself out, while those who have had the 
audacity to accuse me, (who have stood in the midst of ) **** lhom 
dangers for my race, beset on every side by enemies,) E mil» Turin 
stand off at a respectful distance, out of harms way,
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an excel-} and furnished them with the means to purchase food for 

n that di-j them until a convenient time should arrive for their dc- 
byjâater.| parture, and then I would pack them off. For several 
posit, pro-; reason* the entire arrangement, management and setting 
with the , off those gangs forward, 1 had to attend to myself, but it 
lout their? we* not procurable for me to travel with them always, 
id a letter! because suspicion had already pointed to me, and I 
i words inf could not be absent from Washington without its been 
with the £ known; therefore my absence nt the times of the de- 
>ard of a; perturo of those gangs might have led to my arrest, and 
for Linn,- an Investigation, resulted in my conviction. Besides, I 

ed, more* wm the sole proprietor of the so-called underground 
umed my# railroad in that section, it having been started without 
' another;? the aawUincc of any earthly being save Torry, myself, 
îks after,!, my wife, and the Lady with whom lie boarded. Torry 
die great, having gone North the burden and responsibility of con- 
ng there* •equrnr*'* rested entirely on me., therefore I had to 
reward off watch every moment m with an eagle’s eye. I generally 
)n of the went out on the suburbs of the city previous to the 
n of their! night intended for their departure and selected the 
detection,| plae« at which they were to pscmble, never selecting 
. a dozen.# the same place a second time, nor were more than two 
about in j. allowed to come in company to the place selected, and 
ben they *th*t to different directions, according to tbe advice of Mr. 

them to ^Torrr.
for them I had, at one time two more persons, in addition to 
i, „and a the good friend Torry nlrqgdy mentioned acting with me. 
nes if H I been n Physiognomist, I might have been more 
enemies | fortunate in my selection, but not being acquainted with 

that science 1 was left to the mercy of every scoundrel 
dited by ■ *ho chose to feign himself a friend, hence the last men- 
l, that I ! tioned individuals proved themselves to be polished 

pounds vülaina One of them, by name Gcor^fe Lee, was ap- 
I have pointed to conduct the people to the first plaqe of deposit, 

had the en<^ Ihrrc them into the care of a friend, who was to 
Uko them off his hands and conduct them about forty 
miles further and then give them in charge of another. 
Lee turned out to be both swindler and traitor for he 
went about among the slaves collecting money in my 
name from them, appropriating it to is own use, telling
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them that I would send them off at such and such times,'n ht« own 
without my having any knowledge of the fact At maXirg hii 
length some of them became impatient and came to me‘ Qf g|| ]
and informed me that they had paid him sums of money fa monev, 
with an understanding that I was to send them ofTr^ min t{, 
some of these I had before his face and he could not own',,,| 
deny the fact hence his villany having being exposed,6 Gibing f ,i 
and he knowing that he had lost my confidence went <* uhliin-» to 
from one degree of rascality to another till he committed /njwttfnr ni 
an act the perpetration ot which wounded my feeling! mined 
more severely than any thing that had ever happened to mwhr*; tl 
me, and, which shewed a degree of ungratefulness and uoA w
reasonableness on the part of a man whose wife and two? rtr*io<>n tl 
children I had so recently been instrumental in rescuing»fspfntrd to 
from the grasp of that boasting slaveholder, Bill* Gunnel; the me 
whose watch word was, that a neger could not beat hi* (Xfo, and th 

That actually surpassed any thing I ever met’ god two chitime.
with. {tor with b

There were two men out on a scout, hiding and dodg-f yikiwl f^l 
ing from their owners, a friend of theirs came to me aw w to rrri 
requested I would try and get them off, but I could not J afterwanh 
hold out to him much prospect of my being able to get" fe] me to 
them away, inasmuch, as through the treachery of some.1 erroneous Jr 
of our brethren the way was so completely hedged up’and that I 
that it was impossible to get any one away at that time;! which really 
but I promised him to do what I could, tie then place/ fore rcqucsl 
in my hands, for their use, a small sum of money while’ money, and 
he kept the men concealed under his care. George Lee| Information, 
was a half borother to this friend of theirs, and heJ my hou«e v 
learning that I had the money, and wishing to get it for wml They 
his own use, went to his brother who was anxious to ge| thorn men, 1 
them 0$ and pretended he would get them away safe i(j: to my if I h 
he would let him have the money I had got, when ii.hed received 
fact he knew he dould do no such thing. However tW said you (lit 
friend of the men came to me, got thé money, and gave’ dune with it 
it to Lee, his half brother, who instead of getting the then a*kcd 
men off safe took the poor creatures to the man, wheel considerable 
wife and two children had gotten off and who wai| ated it to 1 
coachman for a gentleman in that city, and got him to’solution of 
take and conceal them in his stable loft, and feed them? The same m
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such tuna, g| own expense, while Lee made use of their money, 
$ fact At yyiXing him believe, ot the same time, that I had It 
came to mt q( ^jj j was jn t,>tAl ignorance except the giving up 
as of money gg money, notwithstanding it was whispered about by 
1 them offrit miri| t|„tl |1C ),ntj tlio men, and was feeding them at 
i could not hi, own ( t|N.n<4\ and 1 had their money and would do 
)g exposed, nothing f.r them. Now George Lee, without doubt, 
ice went oi uhliing to g«*t out of this pi<-rc of rascality without 
i committed myselfnr any one vise know ing the game he had played, 
my feelingt determined to betray the mm into the hands of their 
tappened to > mmtora ; thin, doubtless, he did by informing the slave 
tess and ud-j{•(cher* where Uicy were; for a part of the very con- 
ife and tw»j renmüon the man had with Lee, the day previous, ns 
m rescuinr mqientrd to him by the slave evitchera at the time they 
lill Gunnel; tnç4 g,o mPn out {,f hh niable loft; and notyvithstanding 
ot beat hi' g^ and the part I had taken in the escape of his wife 
I ever met1 god two chihlreo. together with many others, he charged 

I me with betraying them. I mention this with no 
and dodg-f unkind feeling towards him, or to wound his feelings, 
to me and mu to revive old feuds but it is necessary, because 

[ could not. 1 afterwards received information from a friend which 
able to gelled me to believe that ho was labouring under an 
ry of »omt|'frroneoas,lmprcssion that I still had those men’s money, 
hedged up* end that I had betrayed them for $jbe same reasons 
that time*'which really had induced George Lee to do it, I there- 
hen placed; for* requested the man to whom I had returned the 
aney while money, and my friend from whom I had received that 
eorge Lee? information, together with tlieman, and Lee, to meet at 
i, and he^ my house without letting them know what my object 
d get it for- wjul They all met, and 1 then requested the friend of 
ious to get those men, who was as before stated half brother to Lee, 
way safe § to my if I had or had not returned to him the money I 
S, when il had received from him for the benefit of his friends, ho 
wever the said you did TKc man then asked him what he had 
and gavtj dcoe with it; he said, I gave it to George Lee. He 
etting the then asked Lee what lie. had done with it, he, with 
an, whosi considerable confusion, acknowledged he had nppropri- 
who waij ited It to his own use. Here then was a complete 

ot him to- notation of the rillnnous game he had been playing, 
eed them; The same man also ot that meeting wanted to know of
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what he had done with some fifty or sixty dollar « rtwn 
which he had collected from slaves, and put in his pa 0( e ghiT0 > 
session, for the purpose of conveying them away. Thi him a 
it seems, he had also appropriated to his own us <nro c»min| 
This also led me into the light of something I had no fo»*! of hit 
before known. Now the fact is, that there was not r Jeneth h«*n 
coloured man to be found, about there, who though of KranVm
enough about the condition of his race as to make lti wMttun
matter of study how he might assist to ameliorate the </ irlucun 
condition, or one who had the courage to try to do anj'^ ihruug 
thing for them, yet, after I, who had made it a matteri got to biin^ 
study for years, had by the assistance of the Lord air mu) he wii 
Mr. Torry opened a way through which scores wet* tiooni to bi 
successful in their attempt to escape from slavery, ther ftveountem 
were plenty of champions of my own colour, who for tlr Ikuklc*. it 
sake of filthy lucre attempted to build upon the founà menûocd i 
tion I had laid. It appeared, that, that man, ax (Ungers wi 
others, thought that I was acting in what I was doing t «t ape. 11

Xnt for the abolitionists, hence for the purpose of suf which Krai 
iting me, they commenced a correspondence with a. which ww 

friéftd G. in Baltimore, who acted the same part ther1 sight, at th< 
that I did in Washington; but*he would not listen ll erpuiiie to 
their false representations because he knew it to be # ftVod, who 
underhanded piece of business on their part, and thiVfcr hh fide 
men guilty of such treachery could not be trusted wiE sboro ment 
such ticklish operations. Besides they might hat( cording to 
known (if mv colour there could have been trusted vnFpanons he 
such secrets) that I was the establisher of that hndci- did not arri 
ground railroad, and that I wa* as independent of tk men and a
Abolitionists in my operations as oil is of water, with 
or two exceptions. And with regard to pecuniary 
afforded me by them it was not the amount of one fa! 
thing. But with this drama my troubles did not ei 
for they proceeded against me from one degree 
rascality to another trying to entrap me, and at the sa 
time to appear innocent of the deed. But I was awart. milt nv>mi 
of their stratagems and was by the assistance of the Loa the workho 
enabled as it were to escape by the skin of my teeth. \ fiftt dollar* 

But I will proceed to notice another remarkable pie* bare berk 
of treachery, perpetrated by Benjamin Lannum. 1 fol w to reach

ea*e induce 
o'clock hud 
the citv am 
kg of the 
loured pm 
dour*; or, i
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sixty doll* * reward offered in thd nnpers for the apprehension 
ut in his pcv0fg alavo who hnd absconded from his owner, taking 
away. Thi him a considerable amount of money, doubtless his 
iis own us ovn earning* Thin man lingered about the neighbour- 
îg I had Qff'fcoodof hi* owner, unable to effect his escape, tiil at 
re was not r. Jmgth homing of mo lie employed a man, by the name 
rvho thou^of KranVhn, »hv enmo about twenty-five miles to obtain 
to make Ui my twainunee in effecting his escape. With a great deal 
clioratc the of irlurunce, owing to the difficulties which lay in the 
■y to do any «ay through treachery, 1 consented, after charging him 
t a matter! pot to bring any but the man and two others whom he 
he Lord aa q*M he wished me to take. JIo was particularly cau- 
scores wet tinned to bring no female*, because the difficulties to be 

lavery, ther encountered mule it impracticable to have any with me. 
who for tk HcmMca, it vu only the precarious situation of the first- 

i the found, menti med man, that had more weight with me than the 
t man, aaf danger* with which 1 hiui to contend in effecting his 
was doing t; parar*. However I appointed the time^nnd place at 
•pose of suf which franklin was to meet me, with the three men, 
nee with rr. which ww at eight o’clock on the succeeding Saturday 
i part ther' light, at the shore of Uic eastern branch of the Potamic, 
lot listen ll erpmila to Washington. 1 then engaged a confidential 
it to berJjrVod, whom I shall ever hold in grateful remembrance 

jt, and tb/far hi# fidelity, to accompany me in a boat to the place 
trusted wié above mentioned. Franklin met us there, but not ac- 
might ha^'conJing to agreement with regard to time, nor to the 
trusted wif person* he was to bring; for instead of eight o’clock, he 
that hndcij did not arrive till twelve; and then he brought only two 
dent of t^ men and a woman ; leaving behind the very man whose 
,er, with or ean* induced rac to thidertake the enterprise. Eight 
ecuniary a o’clock had been chosen in order to give time to reach 
; of one far’ the city and have the people concealed before the ring- 
id not enf ing of the bell for ten o’clock, at which time every co- 

degree I loured person, no matter how respectable, had to be in 
at thesanf doors; or, if taken, be carried to the lock-up house, and 

l was await, weal morning, if free, pay a fine of five dollars or go to 
of the Loi{ the workhouse ; if a slave, the master to nay a fine of 
ay teeth. I fiwrt dollars or the slave receive as many lashes on the 
rkable pied! bare bark. However, being thus belated, I so managed 
un. 1 ha| a* to reach tho city by four o'clock in the morning, it
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being between day break and day light, at which tin which I pc
of s hi

>ecause he was the person who had attended

the watch retired from the duties of the night I h» out or a Jim 
jiven notice to Benjamin Lannum of what was going i In my hand

to the ft for Ine esp 
I, then' *17 houee 

people I wren o'cIn 
place where I intended to cones they were 1 

them, calling at the dwelling of Lannum on my W him at my 
and after giving proper directions relative to the iw hoar crowd 
and woman, I gave them into his charge, and retired i Ï4 could pi 
my home after being out all the night On reachi^ MtlfcJ, with 
home I found Fraklin there; I pressed upon him til itol my ( 
absolute necessity laid on him to bring the man he hr'Wtft with ll 
left behind within my reach, because his case was alnw Un him U 
desperate ; besides, he had received twenty-five dolli ,* wished hit 
of that man’s money, for services which would notlfjNrpn*6 and 
performed until he brought the man to me. I had i mwrrnaikjn 
covered also that the men whom Franklin brought the slat 
by some means or other, possessed themselves of all i, ww e 
man’s money, and were desirous of making their esca l^nwtun h*t 
to the north, leaving him to his fate, whatever that my *7 frw 
be, so that they might have the money for themselves?

I cannot but believe that Franklin was privy to 
infamous design, which I was determined not to 
party to, if possible, to carry out I told Franklin 
would wait until the following Wednesday, so as to 
him ample time to find the man if he was disposed 
da In the meantime I intended to go as far as 
more and acquaint my friend G. of what was doing, ;

♦< end a cot
IhU the 1

hoi on!

to obtain his assistance when I should arrive in that 4Î®*11 ^
with the fucitives : and then return to Washinort/m e W Ifugitives; and then return to Washington *
start with the people for the north, on the Wedncsd» **r® ttnul 1 ,

!•----•------- a------ J T> . 11 1 • ' lWU«e .t-J
night before mentioned. But all my designs were 
trated, through treachery, and myself like to have b< 
entrapped. Franklin, however, after taking breakfast 
my table, started for home, and after crossing the 1 
and proceeding about two miles met the man, and 
withstanding he had received twenty-five dollars for

thirty *>

hj eh 
ocr*U 

tort l! 
nul DU

services, he would not return to me with him until *^JjJ blctn^'
poor fellow had agreed to give him twenty dollars

X
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it which tb trhleh I paid to him, on his return to me with the man, 
light I hi out of a hundred and fifty dollars that had been placed 
was going i h my hands by one of the first two men he had brought, 
ed to theft fcr the expense of the inuni He brought the man to 
me ; I, tha ley house the snmo any, which was sabbath, about 
he people j iléren o'clock, and it being church-going time of the day 
id to conca they were not noticed more than other persons. I kept 
l on my ws him at my house until near six o'clock, because at that 
i to the me boor crowds would bo again going to the churches, and 
nd retired i he eo«W pesa to llio place where the others were con- 
On reachiiWAhd, without being much observed. For that purpose 
pon him *1 «#1 my good friend who had assisted me across the 
man he ln ^t with the other», to Ivmnum, alx>ut six o'clock, to in- 

ic was alma tma him that the man left behind had come, and that 
y-five dolls4 »hhed him concealed with the others, but to my great 
rould notliherpn»e and consternation he returned to mo with the 
, I had i pSumaiiun that the fugitive» had been taken by Willi- 
)nought hihsw, the sisrt trader, snon after they had been concealed, 
res of all i *hirb wxa early in the morning. .Notwithstanding this, 
their esc*Xmws haver gave me information of thb fact until I 

ir that mW*** *7 fdmd to him. about six o'clock, for the object 
hemsclm(M*'r11 met booed, which, with other circumstances, 
)rivy to tïiWnd that Lannom gave Williams information of their 
not to kl,*fc*K*b0"b|i beside», it was said that a woman saw him 

anklin thZ|0Iwwd» Wiltlams' dwelling, raw also a window hoist- 
50 M to gfcjJ •Uk* A eoorerMlion held between him and Williams, 
isposed soirOf this the woman upbraided him at a chapel the same 
far as BÀA^' *** °®*7 willioul suspicion on my part yet with 
s doing, ■ *** «uprise, It waa not orcr an hour after I had parted 
i in that df (Ksm him and the fugitives before he was at my house for 
hington n ®* IW*w*y 1 had ngreeAsto give him for taking care of 
Wedncsà^^**1 1 jp* them awny* The amount I gave him 
s were fri^11111 ^*l*ril This sum may seem large to those 
o have with such operations, but for that want of
breakfast iJ|F*f*<hy with each other that exists among us, I, on 
iff the mjf***" wr**i<*. had U) pay some of them considerable 
an and ,glNl*W I» f*4 them to art on behalf of our suffering bre- 
illars for giAlMMw wad IKU was a ca«n in point, though it did not pre- 
im until ttf**1* •#vw^ir,y- y Fortunately (nr mrself, the persons 
lollars nx»***11 ty k*WUtn, could not describe mo to the
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elave catchers, for I was only with them in the dan 
although they could call my name; yet os there wet 
other Smallwoods in Washington, they could not find tf0* Juw*. 
guilty one, therefore I escaped the snare laid for mei*®PP<n^ to 1 
that piece of treason. Lannum, of course, throng Mc<lpt 

)licy, did not point me out, for lie tried very hardif?®*® Wv’hf 
ive me believe he was not guilty of the crime, andtî"6* ân,l "J 

deed I dared not charge it home to him, for I was, a# V •J'***’ Ab 
had been for some time, between two fires—my et
colour, on the one hand, through envy and for the ‘b**
of filthy lucre were trying to betray me ; while on *

- other hand, the slaveholders were offering large *°
for the detection of the person or persons who were tryFocn,*r^ 
robbing them of their goods and chattels. ^ 7 mT• bn

There was another circumstance which aggravated 'l
precarious position, among some of my colour. I h<r*r tt7 rer^ 
controversy with a coloured man, a preacher, by njr*~
Abraham Cole, growing out of a rebuke I gave him ^ ** * lt 
leaders' meeting, in consequence of his improper ^**7 
consequently his friends strove to do me all the inij"* ®*7‘ w 
they could by making use of the most disrepu 
means to accomplish their object They would 1 
make it appear among the respectable portion of l 
own colour, that I was a great traitor to my race,] 
circulating the most absurd falsehoods about me; 
on the other hand, they would try underhanded^ 
point me out to the slaveholders as being the man i 
was aiding in the escape of their slaves; but by! 
assistance of the Lord I so far evaded all the snare?' 
for me. But the scene of difficulties did not end i 
these : seeing that through the treachery of some of j 
colour I could be of no further service to my poor i 
brethren, and that the cloud of treachery bcga«k~jj~j 
thicken, and get blacker and blacker over me, and 1 
Washington was no longer a place of safety for mew 
determined to seek a resting place in some other < 
and I was convinced that the place could only be i 
in America, to my satisfaction, in the British dor 
where the laws are equal, and know no difference | 
tween man and man on account of colour; therefor

MW'
*



10there we ScromP^ l^nl object, I set out from Washington, 30th»
I Hind 1®*^. 1 passed rapidly on my journey without
•Tf stopping to hold any parley with Abolitionists or any one.

II throuf*^* MWPl *n Philadelphia and Albany, to explain away
rse’ hardi**®6 falsehoods led at thoao places by miscreant fugi- 
TCT7 ,tirea, and which, as usual, were too eagerly swallowed 
^l^as «V Abolitionist». On the fourth day of July I nr- 
3r ’ Qinred at Toronto, in Canada; and how different were my 
f€f tkp 'hat day to what they would have been had I

^°hile oni^*** “* the State* There 1 would have been compelled 
'“'r^psin/ttllr to witness as I had done for many years their 

ar6e r Aypom lirai demonstrations in honour of a day, which 
\L>v»<r< Wyi brought to them freedom ; but I sorrowfully 

, knew that it was in honour of a day that brought to me, 
;S£rav , my ræe among them, the moat degrading, tyrannical 
?ur* , â»d iwuwl withering txmdage that ever disgraced the 
ihcr’ J. tovld or a nation, Hut here, 1 was on Canada’s freo soil, 
gave m J may reyace and giro thanks to God in honour of 

dsy. tl brbg lha day on which I first put my feet 
j. 6 ^W a kaiwl U troo freedom, and equal fawn. Having 

t disrcpu ^ Canada, I speedily returned to,
Y thrra to haro another contest with slave-
portion o a»d Utwchrrous coloured persons, and prepare

o my rac^ lah# lean of that mock metropolis of freedom, and 
)out me, of Iniquity. On arriving there, I learned that it 

nuaoarrd about dial 1 was the person that was 
qg away the slares and that my visit to the North 
to male arrangements Jo further that object; I 

It therefore necessary to make speedy arrange
ur lotting. Hut In consequence of false informa- 

hating been giren by James Williams, a slave, to 
hra Miller, a butcher, to the effect that I was about 

iewre (ur Canada and with me take a number of 
|Sk a«»r»»g whnro, a woman belonging to the said C.

. bi'W#' ww surrouD'h'd early on the night pre- 
th» *t**ning 1 wm to start with my family, by 

**■! (è«idanl. their Captain at their head. I 
ttsinl b the fn-wt door when a police man with whom, 

i «ttymèetrd came to me and aaid, “ Thomas I have 
iftHiwtrsi m csoK’juencio of information that you,

o
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r the man 
2s; but by 
l the snare# 
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intend starting for Canada with some slaves to come nl «•Kb
search your house,” I invited him to do so, after doi^
so he left the inside of the house but did not leave 
premises until searching the house a second and th«| y^,- ^ 
time, the last of which the blackguard Goddard came i • rn, 
and said, “ Smallwood, I understand you are going offr 
Canada and intend to take slaves with you.” He th< 
proceeded to examine those in the house as to wbethf 
they were chattels or free negroes ; there were ten i! ^ 
twelve persons present in the house at the time pit1 M ^ 
paring to leave for Canada the next morning, and take/ grçt>|. t 
final leave of such beautiful scenes of republican freed»
It is true that I had another slave woman conccak. 
in my house and for whom I for sometime had bct‘|j 
trying to make a way of escape, but I had no intention(‘tiffer, | 
taking this woman or any other slaves with me, for I hi 
made arrangements with confidential friends to take a fc** y 
keep her until a way of escape could be made. Buttjnaa dot 
get her out of the house unperceivcd was a matter! fay 
great importance. However, that was speedily ac<x*ato*Jb at 
plished by some females, who took her through a bx JUd sufl* 
door into the garden, and concealed her in some com. ll

On the 3rd day of October, 1843, with considerati|^da^f g 
difficulty, I got my family on board the steamba*f ihryr 
Columbia, for Baltimore ; intending myself to remain u 
Washington that day, to dispose of some furniture, 
auction, and then take the cars the next morning, 
that city, which would have conveyed me there 
the same hour the steamboat arrived. But I was 
sailed on my way down to the boat, with my family, 
two constables and an Irishman of the name of Kenne 
A relative of George Lee lived with Kennedy, to wb 
Lee had revealed all my operations, and he reveaürtfa prim 
the same to Kennedy, therefore he could tell me (fax* to 
much about my operations as if he had witnes^roffirtin 
them personally. His object was, however, to obü|*qtdrcd c 

twenty-nine dollars and some cents, to

Mttnl

from me
amount of a note which I had endorsed to take a roftirr bond 
out of gaol, but which was not due for some time, buUtnuos «« 
paid it Kennedy intimated at the same time that Krr(art tl
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rnssngc. By the time 
altimoro my wife had

m WBiung to procure a 
(are that 1 bad reached

ilki.isà—x»

aves to come ati çe^tK to pay a certain amount to prevent my being ar- 
do so, after doii, y^4#d un the charges preferred against me. Tlie 
did not leave tk trouble* however declined lo arrest me then, saying 
econd and this ^ had no wsrrnnt to do it, but I was aware that if I 
3oddard cameij jt turned lo the house lo get the furniture I had left to 
l are going offf of m auction a» 1 had intended, I would be
you.” He th<^ */rr*inl through the information given by Kennedy, I 
se as to wheth( |Kcnt«* biatrad of returning nought a place of conceal- 
iere were tern fcw that day. About four o'clock the next morning I 
t the time pn «■* «*1 ce (out. te n bymnd, for Baltimore, not daring to 
ming, and take' guetnpt » paaoigc on the cars, I doubted not that 
ublican freedci cnwtaMca were looking out for me; they doubt- 
oman conccak^ln» having had knowledge of my original design 
etime had bee ukr the ran that morning. I would linvc set out 
d no intention fieri*?, hut my plaro of concealment was within the 
th me, for I hi |jwta of the city, and I did not think it safe to start until 
ends to take a (jar in tho mining that being Uic time the watch retired 
made. Butljrro duty. 1 rræhrd Bnllimoro nt five o’cloek the same 

was a matter! and i«nd my wife and children; she hud undergone 
speedily accaaewh awwuoeia on my account, notwithstanding she 
through a bacjhd sufficient presence of mind to make arrangements to 
in some com'fiuwrw the only obstacle that lay in the way of our ob- 
ith considérai(^iuK s speedy pawngo out of Baltimore, the last place 
the steambojf danger lo ma Thu time had been that it was only 

elf to remain fcpcuwury for a coloured person to present a paper pur
ine furniture,karting to come from tno office of tho county clerk, 
ext morning, luring the seal of the said county stamped on it, and a 
i me there itmtptiuo of the person, certifying the bearer to be a 

But I was wee negro, lo obtain a conveyance on any of the public 
(hwaya. But at that time it was not so, in consequence 
several instances of stage and steamboat proprietors 
kg surd and mulct in for tho value of slaves that 

id he reveaürtfe proved to have absconded on their conveyances, 
uld tell me |!«n*e lo anticipate any contingencies in that way, tho 
had witncs^nxpfirVmi of public conveyances in the slave states 
ever, to obUf^wktd coloured persons presenting themselves for a 
me cents, ti^wagw lo |>c*-uro a responsible person or persons to 
to take a roffctrr W*od to the amount of the value of the person or 
ime time, bu 
ie time that

i my family, 
me of Kenne< 
inedy, to wh<
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gotten over that difficult 
Pitman, an excellent

)tten over 
itman, an 

signed a bond to the

wiling
gentleman of English parents, wl* f* °P 
amount of two thousand, dollars! fe*,urrt

ly through the kindness of M 
tie

the value of myself and family.. I had forwarded 1
letter to some friends in Albany, N. Y., informing tW ST4 l^"e 
of my condition, and letting them know that I was sepr <5** , 
rated from my wife and children* and the probabiï

tat I should not be able to join them befu ******* 1was that
reaching Philadelphia or New York, and that they we 
short of money. Leaving Baltimore, Thursday eveninf ■£*** * 
seven o’clock, we reached Albany about twelve o’c 
Saturday, and found that those friends to whom I 
had employed a man to meet my family, and to 
charge of them; a kindness on,their part I shall 
hold in grateful remembrance, especially Messrs. Crol 
Thomson and La timoré > of Albany, N. 
these, because of their unbounded

Y. I

tiW
n i w

4o my

hem at

benevçlencc t‘ *
fugitives, falling in their way. There are other bri{ f r” 
stars of benevolence in that City, the names of win 
are too numerous to mention. Notwithstanding tk'ji"** *** 
kind offers to assist me in business,. I declined to 
there. I pushed on for Canada, and arrived at T 
October 14, 1843, and settled in it, and I have 
regretted one moment for having carried out my first
tention, which was, inasmuch as I had to leave the -, ^__
tropolis of the United States, to seek freedom, from we| f 
legislative halls freedôm is proclaimed to all the w4 • 1 

■ except to the African race, I would seek it in no part 
inconsistent nation,, because I was àware that there f

<|MM a
fvthen

yhio freedom for a colouréd person within its limittft-^
. w as only a few days in Toronto, before I wa^ solid*’ 

by four men, Osburn Turner, James Woodland, Ster< <rT<|lj|| 
Brown and Levi Scott, (the last threejmre a part off- - f 

of the gangs gotten away by me fiw Washingt 
try and get their wives and children, who wen 
Washington, to them. I consented to do so, and fori 
object I got up a subscription list, and started for|
States, and alter trudging about Western New 
three weeks, I reached Albany, only having obti 
about forty dollars, for I found the Abolitionists

ÜNrrti u
lo J %
mmrtl
ÎJrOl*
WKUjc 
bet wl
U the

* :i - 7



indness of Ml

twelve o’c 
o whom I 
ily, and to 
jart I shall 
r Messrs. Cro!

wtttng to give their thousands to a defunct institution,
, gg| yu by a few dcrigining persons in the name of 

V fx^owrrd refugees in Canada, but in reality, I believe,
° tub« Uitir own pocket*, tlmn to give a few shillings to 

, f0I!w r> #rt tho*o f*mibrs to their hu.ibanda. (I mean the Don.) 
ntormmg <t4uu/rd po,»plo, as a body, in Canada, will never
hat 1 was sep the benevolence, if benevolence it may be

, Pr0 ? r ‘ ca/L*!. u/ lhf*e who gnro large sums of money and 
h^161)1 C<< Q'“*tu** of rhaiiing tn their name, and that against
that t ey wet to enrÿ-j, i}Ki«kj who constituted themselves

ursday evenu| g» ^ U.crla
1 had written to Mr. Tuny alwut four weeks previous 

to my «/Trial in Albany, informing him that 1 was 
trying to nfbx-t money, and for what object, requesting 
Iwn at the Move lime to forward n letter to a certain 

m hired in W*hint(Vio, rind ring him to send the above 
• t.' mentt j fomd*** u> Philadelphia; this he did, but he y
benevolence j Jjiu Uk following scheme, that wc should'

ire other bfy, ^ ^ (|,uin » team and proceed bo Washington,
1 names ot w»; away •• many slaves as wo could. For the
ithstanding ^ J was furnished with a second
declined to ^maUotfOgo lut (having given the first together with the 
rrived at TortK tyibxird uito the nni
and I have w 
ed out my first 
to leave the i 

•edom, from wi 
l to all the w 
it in no part of 
ire that there 
ithin its limit 
ore I wa^ 
rVoodland, S 
Mere a part of 
mWashing!
,ren, who wet 
d do so, and for 
jid started for 
Vestcm New 1 
ly having obi 
> Abolitionists

umds o(Mr. Tony) with which I 
*pna4 aouU>t’r week trying to collect more money for the 
ferthemocc of the enterprise wo had in view, but with 
poor aocoraa. In the meantime however, thirty dollars 

t'Wero wnt to Mr. Tony from Vermont, to be applied in 
trying to gel the wife and chffd of James Baker, a young 
pma wlxwe rsca|>e we Imd effected, and whose good 
fosdoct had won for him the good wishes of some of 

|ti* gtxxl jicoplc of Unit State. With this, and that 
ij, which 1 had colli'cted, wo departed on a certain Friday 
rrwoing. (nun Albany, for New York City*, and arrived 
Uwrr on Saturday morning. From thence wc proceeded 
to I’hiUd* lphio, arriving there on the evening of the 
•unr day. and stayed there over Sunday.

Oix cvrumttwnco 1 ought to have menUoncd in con- 
•StUun with 1 Annum's treachery, previously mentioned, 
bw whrh 1 notice here. William Nichols, a preacher 
of the Afikan IL K. Church, vu sick on his death bed,

I
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-‘-isl?

(though he did not, I presume, suppose himself so nc* 1 
death’s door,) and I called to see him, and while there l;-****^ 
communicated to him some of the circumstances cod-J*10*4* 
nected with the capture of those people, which 1^ ® 
twisted into a wicked falsehood, and as I have bepn io>, 
formed/died with it on his lips, that I betrayed tho*-**^ rr 
persons, and that lie was the only testimoney he leftieeT*r> 
his acceptance with God; a poor one indeed. Therefore •*» 
on arriving in Philadelphia, I met with the outraged» ^ ^ 
falsehood for the first time. Mr. Paine, a preacher <( F** ** 
the same denomination as Nichols, and at that tint 
stationed at Washington, became the devil’s pack-hor^ ** 
and bore the falsehood to that City. i*J*|*hi

On Monday we started for Wilmington, Delawar/£**V * 
and arrived there the same day, and put up at thf****1
excellent gentleman’s, Mr. Thomas Garrot’s. The wf !
day, Tuesday, we put out for Gannet’s Square, in Peni;*T* 9 
sylvania; there we obtained a waggon and span «fj ! 
horses and proceeded the same day for Maryland, 
in the night, of the same day, reached a tavern na 

- Mason’s and Dixon’s line, and put up for the nigk'1 
Early the next morning we were off again for Balti 
and after driving all day and late at night, we arrived 
Baltimore, at about eleven o’clock./The next morningi! 
expected the four families we had written for, I therefe 
set out in pursuit of them, in the direction of the d< 
where the Steamboat from Washington lay, and 
two of them, the other two having declined to 
After making the necessary arrangements for their 
parture to Philadelphia, we again started for Washing*^ 
at two o’clock the same day, and arrived there at elcffji^j 
o’clock the same night, and stopped at fnend JoL^ 
Bush’s, who, had, according to our request, made
necessary arrangements for carrying out the enterpr* 
We kept ourselves very close the next day, intendinj 
start at night with our chattels, about fourteen in num 
but unfortunately fon us the police of that city had 
made aware of our coming, therefore while I was 
nessing the horses in the stable, and Mr. Torry 
storing Unpeople in the waggon, a friend came to

r«i



^ n J and Mid, “ friend Smallwood, I see some white men 
’ j i :i thpr*I ■UUfcdwfT oot there on the hill side and they look like 
•PumQtanppA rm WMUblr*” I immc<lintely communicated the same to 
icople, which k**•Tony, whosaid to me, 1 w^l go and sec; he soon rc- 

I have been » ®enK1* to me trembling, and saying they were constables 
[ betrayed tdio#rnlur,t''1 mr u> irï tt,ul K^t the people out of the 
imoney he leftt*•«'>". "n mrn ten in number; but he soon said to
deed. Thereto* ?' >f u, "" ck"‘n« on u"; l,lcrc or,n wc 
h the outrage» *» *+• •» ";‘klnK <-*" <™r »»'J '™vc the.

nr^aphpr F** c******™ to the merry of Um oluodhounds. After
ln^’ &.P .1 t ti™ ^t a ouaitrr of a mile from the place I heard
n -v& v v.™, •* the chair»*, and shrieks of the poor souls,
evd s pack-ho^. - lhrm w ||r||1- „ w,!rc in thc

tj i o< the b-m, Mr. Tony and myself became sepa-
^ n’ . ,utl4wi from twrh i^Ikî during our jlighL In thc meun- 

P)1, UÇ,n ^*m, 1 Irfl U with a |wùruUv friend, who said to me go 
q° & • p ‘Jhwaa wvtb nw ami »uy altd rent youridf until to-morrow
Square, m a*J thru «tari, hut I thanks hi/n and declined his
on an span ^ *#*1 twid him 1 would not stop until I reached
>r Maryland, an Slot)

I* that while they would be' ransackinged a tavern UdaLmg 1 in stifl there, 1 would be far

P. , Tj en-nl?i***T wel thrv reach. So 1 took leave <of him just as 
ain for BaltimoeC^ ^ bwp» to ring for ten o’clock, at which time all 
rht, we arnv procès had to be in doors, and pushed forward
i next morning Herring clear of every duelling on thc
m for, 1 tere by uibf acimiiUms route, fearing that the dogs
ition of t e he momi, and ihaCthey might rouse thc inmates,
°nv j’ I he oU/wkcd for a fugitive. For I knew that if
lechned to wws I should be lodged in gaol for a fugitive, and mv 
în^ "I 9v*^ be haianlous, for 1 had left my free papers
d for Was np*|| ta Inc to to; not thinking when 1 left that I
d there ate ^ a|wi&| g-> to in any of the Slave »S tales; and they were 
at fnend J r*qttr*d in any of the so-called Free States,

quest, made 1 ireAxd Halt
it the enterpi*
day, intendinj 
irtcen in num 
at city had 
while I was 
d Mr. Tony 
lend came to

Uniore the next m«-ruing, Satur- 
shi*»i uVJ <k, anfl k< pi n c!v*e li**u*o at my
* U • dat d»v wr»k. Mr. Ti* ry did not come for 

<m |iww •4*»* aArt lit* rataetropne, but remained 
WmAongWus %n e»*ke sfrang^menu with Mr. Hall, a 

!* 4JU 4*<Uiu« U vur (/trod John hush, from 
M »m fowled, and the people taken;
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'for which he was arrested. Monday morning, being f æ<j«a}n 
first issue of the Baltimore Sun after its editor had int.gfre n* 
Tnation of the affair, it contained a detailed account | 
the matter, from a correspondent in Washington, to I 
following effect» " Information having bedn received I 
the police of this city, that a negro fell 
Thomas Smallwood, who had removed to Tor 
Canada, a few months ago, and a white man, arrived] h»4 
this city on Thursday night, about eleven o’clock, sj 
a team, for the purpose of taking away a numberh 
slaves ; a strict look out was kept, and on Friday nifc)*»* b 
the waggon with the horses and a number of slaves ni.mi jp* 
taken, but Smallwood is not yet captured.” This 6he*^ U s4*ixl 
me, as I had anticipated, that they were on the wm#*d cUm. 
scent, and that while they were beating the air l weu, It 
moving heaven and earth as it were to find and anv*rer, am 
me, in Washington, I, by the assistance of the Lord,»»**, end 
far away out of their reach. Mr. Torry was not molec ê*r. A 
during liis stay in Washing 
dareclnot publish him, or fi

«i*lrrvr 1

tlWwr, i 
' Th» «Ian 
imtet ih

not put
because they were not sure that they 
and it would only have subjected them to legal 
But with regard to myself it was different, I was if 
loured man, and so it made no difference ; besides they! 
other charges against me which they could sustain. I 
Torry arrived in Baltimore from Washington the v* to wh 
cceding week, and afforded me the means to raUWde a r 
Philadelphia, for I had none, having delivered all 11 i th® h« 
lectcd into his hands except what little I expended vi; Wetml nj 
collecting. On the Saturday evening following tliei Ihrot 
on which I arrived in Baltimore I set out for Port Dew Mwk pur j 
'about forty miles from Baltimore, in company with£ Wà ih* 
friend G. apd a slave man, who was to accompany nx, P»rw <« tl 
Philadelphia. Friend G. had to accompany me, aif >
did fugitives from slavery, because I had been publiât Wt w* tr 
as a fugitive from justice, and was liable to be taken j&#***rf 1 
-carried back to Washington, where I should be t^ **’*••'^ 1 
and if convicted, sent to the Penitentiary for four1" 
years. Not only so, that was his part in the tra 
of the underground railroad, and with which I was i

%..<v ’Àiiii*
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aoming, being < (^msinVrd. A little south of Port Deposit bridge, on 
s editor had ink roed ride, lived a womnn whose name was Turner;

countr 
Washington, to I 
bedn received1 
w by the namt

toiled account j flfa vuman had been in the linbit of keeping fugitives for
P. from the other side, whoftirod 0. until friend P. from the other side, who kept a 

ferry, would come and tnkenhem, and conduct 
•tbem, on his part of the jond, into Pennsylvania, and

>ved to Ton* ife&m them to the protection of the Quakers; but she
'-----—: 1 1 • |Urnwl triitrefw and had betrayed some into the

4*/their owner*, therefore it was necessary to keep 
oHier. In order to do this wc thought to pass her 

I» before day-light, so ns not to be seen, but when 
ojtpmitc the house, to our surprise, who should

man, arrived 
iven o’clock, 
ivay a number 
l on Friday ni£ 
>cr of slaves 
i.” This shi 
ïre on the wru 

the air ç 
nd and ai ‘ 

of the Lord, 
was not mol

j
lcr

in

ling at the window looking down on us but the 
dsme henwlf; she being so used to friend G’s move- 

Wat*. it win hard to delude her. Wc passed on, how-
and e rowed the bridge just at the rising of the 

end went to friend P’a, and there put up for the 
<Aqr. . We remained there until six o’clock in the 

white man tiA ewdog At which time the house waé beset by con- 
irge against k StaU*» from lhat den of slave catchers, Habertigrass, a 
•rmld eiiEteiekwtEeie* - Mason's and Dixon’s Hnc. They were

matin acquainted with our whereabouts by Mrs. 
rent, I was i|Tknwf, who knew as well ns we did, where we stopped, 
besides theyIwThe alare who Wn* with us, at their first approach, went 
Id sustain. ‘ 1
ington the 
neans to 
ivered all 11 

expended'
Ike

mi of the houac into the road, whom they interrogated 
to who ho was, and where he was from, and then 

• rush in the house, evidently in search of me, but 
lk»u*o stood at the foot of a mountain, and had 
nx»m* In it, I, while they were searching one, slip- 

illowing tliefc through a secret door, which had been put there for 
or Port Dei»! Wfk purjvwrs, and was soon lost to them in the thick 
mpany witi(’ that covered the hill. There was considerable 
’.company iw, the ground it being in December, but I went on
pany me, u\ *8 *àght trudging through the snow, up hill and down 
been puW Mt rr streams and through plains in a part of the 
to be taken*' mmtay 1 knew nothing of. My object, of course, was 
should be ÜV kirwh Fernwylvamn, and at about three o'clock in the 
ry for fouri^ W*®Sf 1 tk»«ughl 1 might ho in that State, therefore I 
the transact*to h«ul the inmates of a small house on the 
hich I waif* side «xi inquired a hat county I was in, and if
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there were any coloured people living in that vicinb^* . . 
for I did not wish to be thought a fugitive by iqquihiS*^ 
whether I was in Pennsylvania or not However $**"'** 

answer satisfied me that I was in that State, it also » 
formed me that opposite. there lived two 
families whose houses I could see through a uu^m 
skirt of bush that intervened, so I bore away for the*?* 
passing by the first, I rapped at the door of the secooL* *‘ 
and after answering to the call, “who is that?" 
telHng my story, the door was opened and I received^ 
hearty welcome. I was not long in the house before 
let them know that I wanted something more than bej|>- « r\| 
let in, and warmed by two fires, one in a stove, and «ft ^ 
in a chimney or fire place, between which I had snug^ ri 
myself, for I had eaten nothing since the prenons 
ing, and of that I very quickly let them know, f
which the daughter of Ezekiel Clark (for that ey,
name of the good man of the house) a handy gufi^g^ m 

looking young woman cheerfully arose from her bed ogj 
ministered to my necessity. I learned there that J 
nearest railroad depot for Philadelphia was fo 
miles, so after being prevailed on to take a little more 
eat I set out about nine o’clock for that place to take ti 
cars for Philadelphia, and reached it a little beforè six 
the afternoon : taking the cars at six o’clock I was 
Philadelphia by nine o’clock the same evening, 
spending one day there, during which I occupied 
time in listening tp the debates in an anti-slavery 
vention, then assembled in that city, the anti-slavi 

' committee received a despatch from Mr. Torry,* urj

' • I left Mr. Torry in Baltimore, Maryland, in Deceml 
1843 ; he was, if my memory be not at fault, arrested in * 
1844, in Baltimore, on a demand of the Governor of Vi 
upon the Governor of Maryland, to be delivered over to 
authorities of the former, under a charge of bringing out 
Virginia two children to their mother, into a land of freedo 
Pending his examination under that charge, there was anotli 
preferred against him, of having accomplished the escape d 
woman with her two children out of Baltimore, into a land 

, freedom ; this latter charge having been established to 
satisfaction of the slaveholders, it took the precedence of
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jointe:m_______-

m a vlc^D|j^e| J IrATfi Immediately for other parts of tbo
lu . \ dm Um sla it holder* wero in hot pursuit of me;
3. .. v. TjflUrofcn I took p savage on board of a steamer for

tw ! c\° N. Y, un my way \o Canada. The reader may
, wo 00 Bjbrr that we met two of the four families spoken

roug i a |n e |frr#dtng part of this narrative, whom we sent 
ef^" l*U•►!«■•{ h*a, to remain until we returned ; they also 

ir. , me, but as none of us had any money witU
1 j J a ‘. Tvfckfe to Intel, though I writ known they were not, the 

an receiv «|*%rry cvmmilire antiritxiting that they would havo 
e hou"® bcf^|5Wl; ia raidag meant to gel along, furnished the 
more an e|t^ s r^fw-r, i<urtw>rtt'ig that they were fugtives
a stove, and ^ ,mc ;ut, hut Illich
h I had snugg^^j^ I w M liberty to dispel. So we
2 previous on ahwly, cutting « little hero,and there, and

^n°w’ “fy* wmJU op the defirWy 1 nuido use of what little I 
for that va*Ti4, whU» w*t only six uulltm, that had been given to 

) a handy g®^ nwh t»w\ Our means howcvçr, not been suf-
rom her bed «g^bn^, j „n my watch in liufTalo to get them to 
1 there *u“* a - 1that
lia was fo 
c a little mort 
place to take 
little beforè six 
o’clock I was 

i evening, 
i I occupied 
anti-slavery 
the anti-sla 

[r. Tony,* ur]

tot

and, in Deceml 
It, arrested in 
overnor of Vi 
ilivered over 
of bringing out 
i a land of freed* 
i, there was anotl* 
shed the escape 4 
more, into a land 

established to 
s precedence of

ilr\ wkwh city we reached on the 23rd of Dcccm- 
llll, to U># •tramer Transit I mention the steamer, 

Ccpi Hir hard son, according to his usual bc- 
reduced the faro for us. 

with regard to the advantages that would 
to the coloured j>eoplc if they settled in Canada, 
ly and domestically, they have been kept in 

Igunnwer, and our nlx.Jtfion friends on the other side 
contributed not a little to that ignorance, for I 
l* greatly annoyed when with great danger to 

own frrthum 1 had got olF slaves and advised them 
to Canada, to hear when they had got north, they 
been induced by the abolitionists not to go to 

that they told them the most absurd stories 
h imaginable, and promised them perfect freedom

j «* »b*t ik* Virginia claim fell until the Maryland law 
•wwArvl. >7 bit incarceration for tlx years in the Mary- 
*uw |*tn»«v I lad not drnih terminated his earthly 

|»4u« bi* term of Imprisonment expired, in all proba
ke wowW k*n t<sm handed over lu the tender mercies of 

glak,to«*ri»fy to aUre lirs. - /■- - ^

' /vi, .'-I

. .< n

rrriE,

■tile-y.
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., And safety in the Northen States -whereas they ^|)Tr ^ 
they could do no such thing. Added to that, na^^g c 
persons of my own colour came to Canada, and beejug—j.^^ 
they could not live in idleness and laziness, retumetpg,^ g^j 
the States, and made unfavourable reports about C»mC,t g ^ 
These tales were eagerly swallowed by others of ih
own colour in the States, as being true, instead of _____
to see for themselves. Now, as a general rule, tirage* 
can be no better evidence of the worthlessness of color «
people than when they leave Canada and go to j^g || OJI 
States, and give it a bad name, and say they cannotfggfafa ci 
in it It is a remarkable fact, of which our white fdgjgjtgwl ■ 
subjects have not been idle observers, that hitherto gjfai*^ fa 
coloured population of Canada, in the general, havebù 
an industrious and sober class of people ; and this i 
to the circumstance that when any worthless andffp sv|«al 
ones came to Canada they found no encouragement 
their lazy and idle habits; hence they make back in'mtkm U 

, for the States, and I pray God that none such may*|| (far a 
find a resting place in Canada But on the other h ywiw

tfc*I would say to every sober, industrious coloured mn( 
the States, come to Canada, and you will get fri 
yea British freedom ! which is the best national fi 

* in the world ! But the policy which has been pi 
by our abolition friends in persuading the fugitrri 
settle in the Northern States has been attended wit! 

i most disastrous consequences ; they appealed to 
hopes and fears of the poor fugitives, and made 
believe that Canada was one of the most frightful 
on the globe ; by this means thousands were ind 
settle in the Northern States who have now by the 
sage of that iniquitous fugitive law to break up, sai 
what little they had accumulated, and fly to Ci 
and begin anew. Whereas, if they had been encoi 
or even let alone, they would have gone to Cam 
first, and be now secure in their persons and propei 
British subjects. Besides, another consequence 
out of that policy was, that the great accumulât* 
fugitives in the Northern States was a great annoyi 
to the slaveholders, who, coming North annually, “

If Ci 
iDH

iWretn

•.,» • **■
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icrea8 they M or hear of thrir own or neighbour’s slaves,
1 to that, ««raped from them, but whom they could not
ida, and bco^^^^^).. capture*. Hut At length, knowing their 
mess, retumet-g^jj tnflurnre over the North, they determined to 
-ts about Camj^i 6 *tiirh they could make their northern
jy others ^ of their fugitive*. Now, if that ac-
instead of cov!MaMjttf ^ t^en In Canada, I opine that there could 
leral rule, tw<n » wwh for that law on the part of slave-
ssness of colot^i^ ^ ««rulnly not on the jwt of others, knowing 
i and go k>((^||| 0JWy |*re rv> rff.*ct on any part of the glorious 
r they cannotei Britain. 1 do not wl»h however to attribute 
our white fdgg^unsJ ■kXhm to the whole U*ly of abolitionists in the 
l_* i..Ai i ^ |g)| * cmir»e, f.r I believe many of them had

fcad, Üwttgh tun ly’p'*. of seeing a day when the 
iwe in lbo Cnitod Plates would be admitted 
rtghu with the while* ; but -I believe that 

1 e#fiwl*« may tw sUributed to a very large 
«unto* J ibrtw, lias part of the principles ingrafted 
•I Haw

that hitherto 
eneral, have 

; and this is 
orthless and 
icouragemcnt 
make bock 
ne such mays
in the other is g* 
i coloured mik 
will get fr<
; national fi 
has been pi 
\ the fugitive, 
attended witk 
appealed to 
and made 

ost frightful 
s were ind 
e now by the 
break up, sai 
nd fly to C 
l been enco1 
one to Can; 
as and property 
isequenco 
it accumulai 
a great annoy 
Lh annually,

s*tk«Al rtxnywl, and have been, carried out to
pnwret tiny. without abatement, that the African 
tfeuwVi arm ascend to on equality with the whites, 

wkh Inoculating die length and breadth of 
' with that infernal principle, they have 

Wiiidty lo attempt to insert it into foreign countries,
I If Canada had not been an integral part of the glo- 

» British «retire, they would have succeeded in it to
tfcrir wishes. Hut the Lord be thanked for the ex- 
tsfamrw and maintenance1 of such a just and powerful 
Wtttw hA* triumphed, to the great annoyance of
Irr mrmi«e, and will continue to do so, while she pur- 

ibe just and righteous course she has hitherto 
- Jlifklfcutneu aaUtih, a nation, but sin is a

ffjtrnvk /* <iiy yVnp/e.”
II »ws to Uk abolitionist* that the fugitives, freah from. 

W*bcds of slavery, were directed to obtain assistance
WêÀ nirir* esi thrir way to Canada; and notwithstanding 
Hww kttrw that rrcry coloured person going to Canada,. 
ém «wndwfSiftg thrmsrlrrs right, would enjoy as perfect 
frhwiw» At thry ibrmH-Ire*, yet they would strenuously 
ptrvatik mi mt oo them to settle in the sô-called Free

*v.
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Siales. They could not but have foreseen the evil 67Vy w 
has come upon the fugitives in the States from the irifeeDnw 
ence that slavery had over the entire union, of wfaijMpi m 
they were not ignorant I saw it, and warned my htwwir. U 
thren in the States of its approach. Besides, the dezpjNw : 
rity of the slaveholders, and their northern vassal* 
bringing Texas into the Union a Slave State, and (purr f»« 
frequent attempts on the part of the United Statcij'sewe »* 
vemment to negotiate with Great Britain for the delink WwL 
of fugitive slaves, who should take refuge in British tlMtf gr 
ritoiy, was, I think, sufficient to convince the most sup<b# mf«t 
ficial observer of events, that the slave power votwêmf m 
finally triumph through the whole union. pw*, «I»

Now then, in view of these remarks, I beg leavtil < 
adhere to my opinion, that a large portion of the abliwft 
tionisto of the United States, who, with these evideoèf 
before them, must have been actuated by national prtk* 1 
dices in persuading the fugitives to stop in the Si 
I was informed by parties who came to this city 
winter, that after the passage of the fugitive bill, Iftwm I 
coloured people of a town in which they lived 1ÉHF * dfe 
making ready to leave in a body for Canada, but I* » 
white citizens called meetings and vehemently insi 
on them not to leave, that they would protect them 
all hazards, consequently many were foolishly induced 
remaih. But as soon as the winter set in, and trav " 
became difficult, it was whispered about the town 
the whites that the negroes, in that place, were to 
carried back to slavery ; and they were coolly told 
those who had induced them to stop, that they could 
nothing for them.

The United States is the most hypocritical, gu3cfl 
and arrogant nation on the face of the earth. It is k 
preferable for coloured people to be subjects of any othM^Wwx*e 
nation on earth than that Its people rend earth dP** **<ir 
air with their protestations of freedom 1 They 
other nations with tyranny! They hold large 
meetings and make declamatory speeches against o< 
nations ; and openly collect funds to assist the sub" 
of other nations to rebel against their gov

jptoi mm)
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‘-seen the evil ft?Vry wnd out emissaries nmong the people of otlier 
tes from theirfMCfe** tu emil thetr poisonous principles. They cora- 
; union, of wkjMm ami land to ronko proselytes; and when 
i warned myb|ge4r, ikey am *»n« if possible than they arc them- 
Besides, the deip#Me ; for 1 drcUm fmm my own knowledge, that 
orthern vassal»S> txmw sinrrlvilders in the States are 
ve State, andfjtore <#*#1 thin ike natiw**. Out of many, I will mention 
United Statci{'s«w* »x t«v«n pint 1 knew nn Irishman, while I lived 
dn for the delmjk WwLejfVw, eko «m superintendent of the govem- 
uge in British tWwH gruwwK lUarlird to ibo President's house, and 
:e the most sup(H* isptai, who h«wl eercrnl slaves, among whom was a 
ave power wljèÊÊf mm whom Hr struck <*i the head with a bar of 
on. pwk wWH *»« reo*r<l HU.death, lie was suspected
s, I beg leant# < bet there was no direct evidence at the time, 
tion of the abIWf* «ma young mh* however, cillier coming from 
h these evideofcr •» wh'»4, who sow it through a board fence,
by national prt^iit **4 making a^ita il at the time ; but she frequently 
op in the StajUlHi'i th* cirrsmeUnm after she grow to bo a woman, 

to this city #ta4 —other» ska toW it to Mr. Torry.1 One of his 
fugitive bill, IÈJN» 1 Lwl tha pkvwers to deprive him of and she is 
they lived «k/<—Again, 1 knew n Scotchman, Turnbull

Canada, but 6*1 _!*• He wee eo ecrere to his slaves that they
hemently insi 
protect them 

olishly induced 
in, and trav “ 
the town 

place, were 
re coolly told 
rat they could

ocritical, guilefi 
earth. It is

la re* off into the bush : one of them fled to the 
I* «taler, and after being there a few days became 
Had with cold and hunger, that ho determined to 
lo Hm master; but, through fear, he gave himself 
ew Katten, a alaro-catchor, and requested him to 

for him; Katten ayent with him, and found his 
• eon at home; the old man .not being at home, 

i fix being down on aim at once, but Batten 
him: but when the master came, the first 

He had of the poor fellow, he up with a billet of 
l**1 him have it across the shoulder blade, 

ects of any oliM'tvenle Hh mktrm ordered him into her room, with 
rend earth iM** ****1 and noticing his walk, she ordered him to 

tl They tad^1* <*# has •Hx* and stockings to see what was the 
old large vJIÊauf •*h hx fc*t» in doing which his feet being so 
ics against ^ r*m<* off wilh the stockings ; this,
sist the sub]*®*" **h ^ shoulder blndc being broke from the 
iir government*"#* Hk master gam him, terminated m his death.

Ï j ÿîtyfih -
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Tlic people of the United States arrogate to them- 10th verse, 
selves the right to meddle with the affairs of others ; but' mid I will sc 
oh ! if the Hon. George Thompson, or some other'- bring forth 
Philanthropist crosses the Atlantic to America, and Egypt:” u°d 
raises his voice against the most inhuman system than chapter he tc 
ever blackened the pages of history, immediately there the King of 
is a hue and cry among them, “ hands off,”-—“ no foreign mighty hand, 
interference.” Now then I will give my opinion of the «mite Egypt 
United States, caring not who may demur thereto, nor. midst 
what may be said thereof In the first place, I premise' die w

midst thercol 
as cast, i

their day of | 
therefore Got 
overthrow wl 
Hence Moses 
That heathei

that the people of the United States will never volunta
rily grant the African race among them freedom,
Secondly, I liken them to the Egyptians on the one 
hand, and to the Jewish nation on tne other. First then,]
God will not scourge or punish nations no more than he(. 
will individuals before he gives them due and faithful- power than 
warning of the consequences of their repeated and mani-i ”ad establish 
fold sins* and give them a space for repentance, that! die Lord thf 
they may turn from the error of their ways ; that they[ I ^now not 
might cease to do evil, and learn to do well ; while oc|" Eiodus v. 2. 
the other hand, if they refuse to repent in the day of] nn increase <they refuse to repent in the day
grace that is given them to follow after righteousness] die rulers of 
Jer. viiL 20,, then does be leave them in their folly to work; M‘sc mcn» d 
out their own destruction;—Isa. lxvi. 4,111 also will choose! die Unite 
their delusions, and, will bring their fears upon them] casting their 
because when I called, none did answer; when I spake? 10 8ee bow 
they did not hear but they did evil before mine eyes} Earn, by opc 
and chose that in which I delighted not” They fear* t00» diat the 
theii slaves will learn wisdom, and break off their fetters,* d^y attempt 
and assert their freedom.—So they will Neither wil God, die llo 
God be intreated in their belialf when they are thus left ; wn8 a higher 
to themselves. See Jer. vii. 15; also chapters xi 15, the chi Id l 
and xiv. 11. For then they have sinned unto death: : G&d, un(l ^ 
see the first epistle of John, v. 16,. Secondly, I shall!1 
draw an analogy between the United States and Egypt bike Ontario 
Eodus iii. 7 à 8, “ And the Lord said, I have surely' 
seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters ; for- 
1 know their sorrows ; and I am come down to deliver
them oilt of the hand of the Egyptians;” and in

pursuit to ca 
that it will e 
hunt nt the ' 
puffed up, b( 
people. TL
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jo them-1 10th verse, lie says to Moses, " Come now therefore/ ***** U 
ere; but' and I will send tliee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
10 other* bring forth my people the children of Israel out of •/ 
ica, and Egypt and in the 19th and 20th verses of the same1 / :/

40 ■;•■>.. : . •

tern that 
ely there 
o foreign

ireto, nor 
. premise 
v^lunta- 
freedom, 
the one

chapter he tells Moses as follows, “And I am sure that* /. 
the King of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a

____ ^ mighty hand. And I will stretch out my hand, andf•/
)n of the! smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the • 

midst thereof; and then he will let you go.” Hence their 
» die was cast, and their destiny sealed : they had sinned out 
; their day of grace, (as I believe the United States has;)
| therefore God had determined to punish theih with an • -

__ __ overthrow while delivering his people out of their grasp. >
iret then! Hence Moses and Aaron bore their mission to Pharaoh, 
i than hef That heathen King supposed that there was no higher. • ;
1 faithful- power than that which hU fathers, he, and his advisers ' K 
,nd manii Iwd established in Egypt “ And Pharaoh said, Who is; ;-'V*. 
nee, that* tho Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? A/ < 
that the/ I know not the Lord, neither will X let Israel go." ; 
while on*' Eiodus v. 2. So that instead of relaxation, they caused ; • , // 

he day of an increase of pressure on the people. In like manner , ; ’ ' 
‘eousness, the rulers of the United States are acting. When the 
y to work1 men, the sorcerers, the magicians, and astrologers * ; ; -,
rill choose, of the United States were assembled at Washington/
Dn them; - casting their rods in opposition to the servants of God, / / //r- 
i I spakei- 10 sec how they could further oppress the children of V 
nine eyes, Ham, by opening a way through Mason’s and Dixon’s 
They fear K», that they might recapture those that had crossed, // 
rir fetter/ they attempted to expel from their hall a servant of * ^ 
either wil Hud, the lion. Mr. Seward, for telling them that there,, 
î thus lefifr wn8 a higher power than their constitution. But many" V 
re xi 15, the children of Ham, like the children of Reuben/1, : 
to death: ! Oad, and Manassch, who took their inheritance beyond / - .. 
y, I shaH1 Joshua xjii 8, have taken inheritance beyond
ad Eoypt- kike Ontario: the result is, their oppressors are in hot v 
ve surely1, Pur,u*t to carry them back into bondage ; but I believe *'. 
gypt, anil w'h end in their overthrow, as it did the Egypt-^
isters- for- kum nt the Red Sea The Jews became proud, and 
to deliver' Pu*^ UP- because God had chosen them for his peculiar' 
ad in the Ptrii,*v- Their great prosperity, as a nation, made them



blind to their wickedness, and the sacred oracles, which 
God committed to them for the rule of their practice,1 
they pervertéd to justify themselves in it God, whp, 
as before stated, will not; punish his creatures baifre 
giving them' due warning, and a further space ; for 
repentance, sent to them prophets, and teachers, of their 
own brethren ; men of the greatest abilities ; they had 
clear conceptions of the will of God concerning them, 
and they taught and warned their brethren against 
their unbounded wickedness, faithfully, that they should 
turn from their evil doing; but they revolted more and 
more ; Isa. i. 5 :'And killed the prophets and stoned 
{hem which were sent unto them and their land was left 
unto them ' desolate. Matt xxiii. 37 and 38. So God 
blotted them out from among the nations of the earth. 
Are not the United States in a similar position to that of 
the Egyptian and Jewish nations: they have been 
warned of their wickedness: their own brethren, of 
great abilities and virtues, have written and spoken, to 
them against it, and warned them against the dreadful 
consequences that will inevitably overtake them if they 
continue to oppress the African race, and shed the 
blood of the Indiana But what has been their conduct, 
has it not been like that of the Jews? They have im
prisoned all they could lay hands on, and otherwise 
persecuted them, even unto death. I believe the long 
suspendpd blow against that republic and the final 
emancipation of their victims are close at hand, and will 
be attended with a terrible and bloody breaking up of their 
present system. No one knows nor can know the cruelties 

j practised upon the slaves in the United States, but 
those who commit them, and the slaves themselves 
The slaveholders are very careful to keep the world in 
ignorance of their brutalities to their slaves.1 Hence * 
travellers going among them, being loaded with their f 
hospitality, leave with an impression that slavery is not* 
so bad as people say it is, whereas, they have not beeç 
permitted to look behind the scenes. Besides, the 
slaveholders make use of many arts to make strangers 
believe they are very good to their slaves, even to the

mean pracuci 
skin, daily, ar 
their Ups, an 
throw it up i

Sitting it to 
cy teed the 

principle, for 
otates are sc 
there, under 
nor how ba 
white perso 
coloured pie 
much lie mi 
coloured pci 
any matter 
requires the 
country, un.* 
possess the 
she has. h 
right to live 
the land, ns 
where tyran 
«de with t 
friends the1 
now so mui 
reward the 
them to cn 
helped thei 
to the last 
grant a pei 
coloured r< 
linen tal arr 
officers. I 
lived until 
”gc, and i 
the magna 
him a pc 
end of 1 
brown, a < 
dressing a



61 '•%. uê;.. ■ TtWr?

'.yt:.

mean practice (some of them) of taking a piece of mcitki 
ikin, daily, and making their slaves grease the outside of /ù.O 
their lips, and then take the same piece of skin and-b^yy 
throw it up in the air to see which would be smartest in <^vf>•" 
getting it to eat This is done to have people believe, 
they feed them well It can be nothing but the servile 
principle, for which the coloured people of the United 
States are so proverbial, that induces them to remain : 
there, under its unequal laws. No matter how mean 
nor how bad the character (in the slave states) of a 
white person, his or her oath goes before that of a 
coloured person, no matter how respectable, nor how r. . 
much he may have at stake. ' In a word, the oath of a - ?

3 God £ coloured person is not allowed against a white person in ygj.ryybb. 
earth. I any matter whatever; on the other hand, it only :? **\ d 

that of P requires the oath of the meanest white person in that-:;;
$ been! country, unsupported with any other evidence, to dis-' 
ren, of E possess the most respectable coloured person of all he or 
>ken. top she has. It is true, the coloured people have as good a'V^^V'"'' 
readful L right to live in the United States, and enjoy the fat of V 
if they I the land, ns their oppressors, but " might overcomes right,” - 
ied the K where tyrants rule. Did not our fathers fight side by -, N 
conduct, K- side with their fathers, against , the sires of the best 'pf 
laveim-l friends they now have, to win that independence theyy^^y'b 
herwisel now so much boast of? Yes they did! And the 
he longF reward they received is a refusal on their part to permit ^ : b.v .;; ' 
be final 1 them to enjoy a share of the freedom they had so nobly- ;b < •: 
and will I helped them to gain, and to oppress their children down - " • y b 
p of their |‘ to the last turn of the screw. Yes, they even refused to A • y , 
cruelties[ grant a pension to the few shattered remains of those yb y • . 
ites, bull coloured regiments that rought so bravely, in their con-.. ; 
emselve&f tinental army, and who received great credit from their^y. 
world ini officers. I knew one, by name John Carey; this man• yiyb 

• Hencer lived until he was one hundred and fourteen years of I 
rith their - ”gc, and in the hundred and thirteenth year of his life* .
3ry is not the magnanimous congress of the United States gave 
not beeç : him a pension, which amounted to enough at the 

the [ end of his life to bury him. The Rev. Obadiah 
Urown, a distinguished Baptist Minister, stated while ad-■* 
dressing a congregation at his funeral, that he was in
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the whole of the seven years war during the revolution ; 
sometimes fighting in the ranks, and at other times waiting 
on the person of Gen. Washington. The coloured peo
ple have helped to clear their lands; worked their cot
ton, rice, sugar, and tobacco plantations. They have 
helped to build their cities, but it is not convenient for 
the coloured people to stay among them, because tkey 
oppress them ; and it is a disgrace for them to stay 
when they can get away. Thank the Lord there is a 
land on the continent of America that they can get to, 
and have the best national freedom in the world, let 
who will say otherwise ; where they may, through 
industry, prosper and multiply, until they become a 
terror to their enemies on the other side ; and bid de
fiance to that much desired project, by some, (annex
ation) ; for no coloured person who has once tasted 
British freedom irt truth and knows how to appreciate it, 
will tamely submit to have it trûnifered to their enemies, 
to have^ it dealt with according to their rule, for the 
gratification of a yankce loving faction, when they know 
so well what that rule is. They will present so for
midable a front against annexationrthat it can only be 
swept away with their lives. They abolished the ex
ternal or African slave trade, in 1808, the effect of 
whi^h gave an impetus to the infamous traffic of slave 
breeding and trading among themselves ; and perhaps it 
was one of the main objects they had in view, the pro
tection of their slave breeders and traders. I find, m a 
Liberty Party work, the following account of the export 
of slaves from 1830 to 1840, from seven of the old slave 
states, viz. Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, and Tennessee, to the new 
slave states, 431,278. According to Mr. Clay’s average 
estimate, $400 for each slave, the whole amount of I 
value for that number is put down at $172,511,200. 
Who can calculate the amount of suffering occasioned j 
by the sudden snapping of conjugal and parental ties, 
among those poor creatures, by an unrighteous law, of I 
that republic, for the gratification of about 248,711 
slaveholders, in a nation of about 30,0.(10,000 ? Nothing!
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but the day of judgment can bring it to light, when all 
secrets will be revealed with regard to the foregoing 
facts. It is hard to believe them sincere ; although they 
have abolished the external slave trade, they have con
tinued to nurture and foster an internal one. Besides, 
the supineness of the United States Naval Officers in sup
pressing the African slave trade, fe a manifest evidence 
that both they, and their government, connive at it 
How many captures of slavers did they make between 
1808 (that being the time they abolished the African 
slave trade) and 1840 ? not one I believe!1 Yet, 
between those periods I find it calculated in the above 
mentioned work, that the number of 3,880,000 were > 
carried to Brazil, Cuba, Porto Rico, French Colonies • - 
and the United States. Now can any one believe that 
had not the American officers and their government 
connived at it they could have failed to make some cap- * 
tures in that time ? I said to an American gentlemen, 
in 1840, that while the British Officers were covering 
themselves with immortal fame in suppressing the ? 
African slave trade, the American Officers were covering , 
themselves with immortal infamy, by doing nothing to
wards it I asked him if he could tell me of a sir 
capture of a slaver made by American Officers ? 
he did not nor could not tell vae of one ! No wonder, ■ 
they connived at it; while some of their most dis
tinguished men were only a few years ago engaged in 
the traffic ; perhaps some are now.

I remember a few years since, in a debate in the 
United States’ Senate, that a Southern Senator by way t 
of retort upon Senator Knight of Rhode Island, stated 
the following circumstance in which his (Senator 
Knight’s) colleague had been engaged; he was a great’ 
slaveholder, afid slave trader, and on one occasion he had 
a cargo of slaves, and the small pox got among them, 
and in order to get rid of those, among nis cargo, infected 
with it he caused a plank to be laid across the gun
wale of the vessel, near a balance, and then made the 
poor creatures walk out on it and so they were 
cast into the sea. If any of the readers of this
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narrative remember a few years ago that a certain 
dignitary died in Providence, Rhode Island, whose coffin 
was ornamented with solid silver, and the vault was 
broken into and his coffin robbed of its ornaments, that 
was the man who committed that infamous act; a retri
bution for the way he got it; he robbed the poor Africans, 
and his tomb was robbed in turn, and it is well for him 
if he be suffering no other punishment for it

One thing more, I should have noticed in another con
nexion, the coloured seamen of the United States 
petitioned congress to protect them from imprisonment 
when they sailed to*American and Spanish slave ports, 
but congress refused to receive their petition. Not long 
after the Americans expected to have gone to war'with 
Britain, the coloured seamen being wide awake, knowing 
that they would want their services in their Navy, as they 
bad before, held a meeting in New York City, and there 
passed resolutions recommending all coloured men not 
to enter the United States’ service, in case of war. Som^ 
of them stated that 1500 coloured seamén lay in a 
British prison at one time, taken prisoners while fighting 
in the American service. But the mist of American 
generosity has been dispelled from the eyes of the coloured 
people. The time was that the coloured people of the 
United States were easily deceived. In the last war with 
England, they had a good pretext to induce the co
loured-people to join their ranks, and not go over to the 
English, because they held slaves at that time also. 
They would tell their slaves that the English only 
wanted them to make sale of in the West Indies, for prize 
money ; this deterred many, but some, having veiy 
cruel masters, ventured, believing no doubt that their 
condition could be made no worse, while there was a 
chance for it to be made better. And it .was made 
better, as many of their descendants in Nova Scotia, 

testify. No doubt there would be found sometcan
servile coloured men fighting in the ranks of the 
American army in case of war, as there was in the 
Mexican war: base fools! fighting for territory to per
petuate the slavery of their brethren. If I were in an
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army opposed to an American Army, I could hare more^r ' 
sympathy for the men of,any. other nation, found in 
their ranks, than for those of my own colour, or race.
And if such were the case, they might look for but little % 
mercy from me, for I look upon such as a curse to our i, 
race, wherever found, and the sooner they are ‘from1-,- 
among us the better. * ' •’» jf- Vr *

Ÿ The coloured men of the present generation are of no 
service to themselves, in the general, nor will “they be to 
their posterity ; and if their example be 1 followed by 
their descendants, it will be a withering curse’,to them.
They have neither energy nor courage. Theiy are never 
found in unfrequented paths of enterprize. f They are" 
content to follow in the wake of* the white man, and 
that very far behind; and to be hewers of wood and l 

drawers of water, and hardly those. If the example of v 
a few of my coloured brethren, whom I visited at the 
Queen's Bush, in 1843, was more generally followed by *?■. 
my coloured brethren in America, they would soon be 
worth something. Those men had settled there with no 
means whatever. They had to go fifteen miles out into the * 
Settlements, and there Work for the farmers, a fortnight, 
to get provision sufficient to enable them to work one 
week in clearing their own land. And, while I was 
there, they were making their three meals a day on po
tatoes and salt; and this was their language to me, c 
“ friend Smallwood, you see how we have to live here, 
but we are willing to bear it, until we can get a foot
hold.” I visited them again about three years after, the - 
same men, some had four, some.five, and some six hun- '/.••/ 
dred bushels of wheat in their barns, with a good portion 
of stock, and every thing else necessary for comfort 
around them. Thus, instead of having to go into the 
settlements to work for provision, they could hire men to 
work for them, and send their teams out with wheat, 
which brought them cash.

But how few of my brethren do I find possessed of a 
resolution like those men ; instead of that, they are flying 
from city to city, seeking employment at the hotels, and 

. steamboats ; as waiters, cooks, and barbers. Their high-
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-est ambition is to be a good waiter, or barber, and then 
they are made.' Even many of those who have obtained 
mechanical trades, have abandoned them, to follow those 
low callings ; their trades being too high a degree for 
their low minds. Well might Walker say, in his Appeal, 
in reference to our race, in the United States, that, they 
“ are the most degraded, wretched, and abject set of be
ings that ever lived since the world began, and I pray 
God, that none like us ever may live again until time 
shall be no more.” I sanction his prayer, and say, amen, 
let it be so.

In closing this narrative, I very much regret that I 
have not the manuscripts of the various articles which 
appealed in the Albany Patriot, over the signature of 
Sam. Weller, in 1842 and ’48, to append to this narra
tive, in addition to the letter appended ; but being so be
set by the slave hunters before I left Washington, I was 
compelled to destroy them, for fear of detection.

■ :*y -
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APPENDIX.

There is one fact which I must notice, which I would 
not have done but under existing circumstances,—In 
1847, Joseph Carter came to me while at a convention in 
Drummonaville, C. W., with a due bill in his possession 
for a certain amount of money, which had been given to 
him in Scotland, for the purpose, as he informed me, of 
trying to get one or two sisters, with their children, out 
of slavery. He had left the money b the hands of a 
gentleman in Scotland, and as soon as he could get some 
one to consent to try and get them for him, he was to 
send the due bill for the money. He, therefore, re
quested me to undertake it for him; I refused, because 
I had had enough of getting slaves off, at the risk of my 
own freedom, with but little thanks, and a plenty of 
abuse. However, I referred him to Elder E. B. Dunlop, 
who was then acting as agent for the Anti-Slavery So
cieties of Canada West, but he did not undertake it 
About one year after J. C. applied to me again, and ear
nestly urged me to undertake the task for him ; finally I 
consented, and advised him to get Mr. Peter Brown to 
send the due bill for the money, which he did, and he 
requested Mr. B. to hand over the money to me when it 
should come to hand, because he was living m the 
States. When the money came, I received $140, 
(leaving a balance of $60 m Mr. Brown's hands,) and 
paid it to Carter, and took his receipt for it, which I .now 
nave in my possession. We then went to Cincmati, 
(that being at the line dividing Kentucky and Ohio, for 
they were in Kentucky when Carter left that State,) to 
consult some of the most active men of the underground



railroad, aa to the best mode of operation, in order to 
succeed in getting them ; but every plan suggested 
on our part was considered impracticable, owing to the 
fact that a white friend of those whom we consulted, had, 
not Jong before that, left Cincinati with the intention to 
bring one hundred slaves out of Kentucky, and who was 
betrayed with that number near the line, or Ohio river, by 
two of the number, who gave liim the slip, and informed 
against him, and he was taken with the slaves. That 
circumstance deprived us of his assistance, while it also 
created so great an excitement and vigilance on the Ken
tucky side of the Ohio river, that after remaining eleven 
days trying to see what could be done, we were advised 
to return and wait for a more favorable time. I have 
letters from Cincinati, now in my possession, in confir- 
mationcf the above statements.

Demoralizing influence cf Slavery.

îry
whites and the blacks in the Slave States : for instance, 
behold the frequent resort that is had to pistols, swords, 
and bowie knives, among the Southerners; and the cold- 

'blpoded murders in affairs of (what they call) honor. 
They have not yet wiped away the stain of the mood of 
the venerable Professor Davis, who was murdered a few 
years since by one of his students, for doing his duty 
towards him, for his good, by bringing him to just punish
ment No! he was admitted to bail in the sum of $25, 
000, and sent out of the way until the bail was forfeited 
and paid by his wealthy parents ; and so the matter 
ended, and a valuable life sold for $25,000, to gratify 
the blood-thirsty spirit of slavery. L

With regard to the coloured people of the Slave 
States, the demoralizing influence of slavery is more 
particularly seen among the females, although it una
voidably extends to the males. For instance, female 
chastity among them is not protected by law, nor re
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spected by the whites» ’ Their virtue is tampered 
trampled on, violated; find is entirely at the mercy and 
will of any and every debauchee who chooses to arm ^ 
himself with the advantages he has over the poor oo- 
loured female ; and they are neither few nor far between. ^V> 
Hence, there is no stimulation to virtue among the fe- it 
males ; and the males, knowing that, are equally regard
less of that great principle. For if one should chance to 
get a virtuous companion, her fidelity to him is almost 
sure to be destroyed by some white man. It matters 
not whether they be free or bond, the result is the same.
The easy and luxurious life of the Southerners, by 
means of slave labour, disposes them to this species of -- 
vice. For the oppression of the African race in the ' * 
south, the north need not think to escape the just pun- 
ishment due to it; for the Northerners are the slave- *r 
holders, while the Southerners are the drivers, and they X 
divide the spoil of their labour between them. .-•£#

The conduct rf the Coloured People, in Canada, impolitic.
I - > ’>ymV A'-fi -1*.

Tng policy of the Coloured People in separating them
selves from the white religious connexions in Canada, of 
.whose persuasions they are, into distinct little bodies, is 
a bar to their moral and religious elevation, as well as to 
their domestic. I am free to admit that in the United 
States, where the laws make a distinction between thq 
rights of the white and the coloured people, there 
strong grounds for a separation, for the policy of the . 
churches there, is the same as that of the State : they de- \ 
prive their coloured members of the rights enjoyed.by 
their white members. That, unfortunately, has engen
dered a prejudice in the minds of many of • the coloured 
people against being in connexion with the white people. 
But I warn my coloured brethren who are flying from their 
oppressors to these shores of freedom for all, and who 
are not only welcomed with out-stretched arms by our 
white brethren, who extend the hand of relief to their
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necessities, not to bring that spirit to this country; we 
want none of it here. The British people are not slave
holders ! The British laws make no distinction between 
man and man on account of colour 1 It would be absurd, 
in the highest degree, for my strange brethren, who 
have sought freedom in this country, to seek to intro
duce and keep up a diabolical system that was forced 
upon them in a slaveholding country. It is our businesi 
to identify our interest with that of our white fellow citi
zens, and to form the most intimate relations with them 
of which our circumstances in life will admit. They 
have, under God, all the wealth, influence, and power. 
How dare we then, poor refugees, to say, as I under
stand some have said, that, “ they want nothing to do 
with the white people —the very people to whom they 
fly for freedom. We have neither learning, wealth, noi 
influence, at the present It is to them, under God, 
that we owe our present freedom. With what grace, 
then, can we complain of prejudice against us, while we 
ourselves are the promoters thereof There are too 
many among us who desire the chief seats in the syna
gogues, whose acquirements and talents are not sufficient 
to entitle us to them. They obtrude their ignorance I 
upon the ignorance of their brethren, and thus the | 
blind lead the blind

The following letter is one of a number of letters writtee 
by me, between eight and nine years ago, from Wash
ington, and published in the Albany Weekly Patriot, 
about that time, portraying the doings of the slave
holders. The assumed name, Samivel Weller, Jr, 
was made use of to avoid detection ; because a num 
ber of copies, of every issue of that paper containing 

. those letters, were sent to each person of whom they 
y, treated. Those letters were a great annoyance tothi
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slaveholders in that section, and they would have 
been very glad to have got the writer. -

T. S.

WASHINGTON. CORRESPONDENCE.

FrEINEN MADE SLAVES !—KIDNAPPING IN WASHING
TON !—More op the Auxiliary Guard!

For ike Albany Weekly Patriot.

Washington, Dl C., June 6, 1843.

Mr. Editor,—I have some things of much interest to 
communicate, that I write again sooner than I antici- 
pated.

Twelve years ago a Mrs. Hardy, of Maryland, died, 
leaving all her slaves, by her will, to her brother, Basil 
llatten, with a provison that they, with their incrtaUi 
should be free at his death. There was a farther provi
sion that, if any were not of age, they should be put to 
trades—the males till they were twenty-one, the females 
till they were eighteen.

Hatten died just about twelve years after his sister. 
The people being now free, many of them removed to 
this city. "

Mr. Robert Hunter, the heir-at-law, claims as his. 
slaves, all the children who were bom between Mrs. 
Hardy’s death, and the death of her brother, notwith
standing the clause in the will to free the “ increase.” 
Ho claims that they do. not come under the provisions of 
the will, and that the “increase” refers to the children 
already bom, at the time Mrs. Hardy died.

Some of them were pretty well advanced, though not ( 
of age. But he made no provision for them, nor at
tempted in any way to. control them/with but one except-

u \ v■•■•'O® I -r v "
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ion. He/oofod one to remain with him on his plantation. 
The rest he could not deceive; so he cared nothing for 
them.

In order to carry out his designs against the children, 
he employed certain noted slave hunters in Maryland, to 
come to this city and kidnap them, which they did; six 
in number. They came on the Sabbath day, just 
about church time, that there might not be an uproar. 
They stole them, and carried them into Maryland. The 
case is now in law. The result is very uncertain.

This is not the only instance of kidnapping in Wash
ington. I know a coloured man named Henry Chubb, 
who sometimes worked about the dock, loading and un
loading vessels. He, with two of his sons, had been 
unloading a vessel, and after discharging her, he went 
ashore, leaving his sons to clear out the hold of the vessel 
In the meantime the captain set sail, and carried the 
two sons into slavery, to the unspeakable grief of their 
parents, who were both free born ! • ,

Similar acts have often been done, and are still doing, 
in this metropolis of free and Christian America; whose 
free institutions (11) are so much admired; and who 
keep God’s children in abject slavery, and utter igno
rance, with as much boldness as if an express command 
from God sanctioned the atrocity ! Do Americans think 
that the rest of the world have not sense enough to see 
and despise their hypocrisy ?

I come now to notice the death of a Christian and Pa
triot, in the person of John Carey. He died on the 2d 
ultimo, about nine o’clock, p. m. No person, I presume, in 

, this city, has enjoyed a greater degree of the confidence of 
the public on account of his truly Christian example. 
He was a member of the First Baptist Church. The 
body was brought into the meeting house, on the Sab
bath afternoon, attended by several clergymen. The 
Pastor, Rev. Obadiah Brown, delivered an excellent dis
course. He stated that Carey was born in Westmoreland
county, Va., in 1729, as he had learned from documents 

‘that he had recently seen. This made him 114 years 
old next August Gen. Washington, who knew how to
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ipprcciate worth, in a black, as well as in a white man; $ / ' 
chose him for his body servant He was with him. in |^V 
the old French war, at Braddock’s defeat and through- 
out the revolution. He was often in the ranks, helpmg v 
to fight the battles of his country. At the close of the 
war, Gen. Washington gave him one of his regimental : v ‘ 
coats, which he always wore, especially on public 
occasions.

And what reward did the grateful Republic give him 
lor his services ? Why, a few months before his death, 
by the the exertions of Hon. George N. Briggs, of 
Pittsfield, Mass., Congress was induced to pass a bill 
giving him a pension for the rest of his life. He received 
about enough to bury him decently! Most grateful V ‘ 

itry! Most magnanimous Congress ! :*£.■count
I wish to bestow a passing notice on the Auxiliary 5 

Guard. Don’t let the people forget these scoundrels! 
They have established a neto branch of business ;—it is, 
to station themselves in the streets, near the meeting ; 
houses of the coloured people, and watch if any are 
later than ten o’clock in returning home, to compel them *•; „ 
to pay fines if they are free, or else send them to the /;: 
work-house. If they are slaves their masters must pay, ; :v 
or they arc whipped, for the crime (jf attending on the f•- 
public worship of God, a few moments later than ten 
o’clock! John Little and William Cox are very ac
tive in this business. Little is too lazy to support hia 
family in any other way; and he is as famous for ad
ministering discipline to his wife! as he is for negro 
hunting! How long will the people of the North agree 
to support these scoundrels ?

You remember my telling you, that in the 
of ^ on gross, the coloured people suffer much more than ;, 
when Congress Ls here. It has been peculiarly so, since 
the last session. God help the poor defenceless ones !

Yours, for liberty,^
1 Samivel Weller, Jr.
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