
15, Hue du Resuge, 
Versailles,

Department d* Seine et Oise,

France,

■■B;

July 0, 1924.

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal, 
MeGill Univers!ty,
Montreal.

Pear Sir Arthur ;

In confirmation of what I told you last 

-.7eel:, I am glad to say that Monsieur Rd’gis M o, 

agrège dos lettres, and Assistant-Professor at the 

University of Glasgow, last year, has accented the 

position of assistant orofessor at McGill University 

for next session, with a salary of '‘‘2500.

With kindest regards,

Yours faithfully,

*

McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

FRENCH SUMMER SCHOOL,
OflPABTMBNX OF MODERN LANGUAGES
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Je soussigné, Felix Gaiffe, Agrégé de 
1 Université, Docteur es lettres, certifie que 
M•aMESSAC, agrp’ge' de grammaire, actuellement 
maître de conferences à l'Université de Glasgow, 
presento toutes les qualités requises pour donner 
dans les conditions^ les plus satisfaisantes 
1'enseignement supérieur de la langue et de 
littérature françaises. Il m'a été donné 
d'apprécier d'une manière particulièrement 
approfondie los qualités' de M. Me s sac», car j'ai e'te' 
charge de nojter les e'preuves de dissertation 
française (écrit) et d'explication française (oral) 
a 1 'Agrégation lorsque M. Messao s'y est pressente'.
Sa dissertation a obtenu la note la lus e'ïevs'e d
le concours ; ell témoignait d'une é<___  . _0___
de pense'e et d'un e'ie'gance de forme tout à fait 
exceptionnelle. #Son explication orale a fait valoir 
la parfaite clarté et la grande aisance de son elocution. 
Ses debuts dans l'en soignement en France ont pleinement 
confirme 1'excellente impression que son concours avait 
produite et je suis heureux de pouvoir attester que 
M. lie s sac, partout^ ou il sera appelé' è, enseigner ne pourra 
que faire honneur a la littérature française et u' n 
l appelant a elle une université' e'trangère 
de s1 adjoindre un excellent professeur.

xa

tout

sera

F. GAIFFE,
agroge' de grammaire 
Docteuroes lettres 
Professeur au Lycée 
Janson de Sailly 
et a 1 "écolo de préparation 

des professeurs français 
a 1’etranger.
Membre du jury d'agrégation.

PARIS, 10o rue de la Pompe.
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"ovaubor 13, 1)24.
i

iProfessor 2» duTloivro.

. BexJOrtmont of Fronch, 

r.loGill University.

Dear Professor du : rare

It ms vlth great regret that I

found nyccl:. t ' b >. i to at toad tno ::>oeting of your Canadian 

section of the Society of the Legion of Honour.

I v®s suddenly callod uA on to attend 

to a matter of tlic most urgent üqpoptanoe to me personally, 

Md 1 trust that for tais recoon vou will forgive iy not 

being present.

\

I hope you vill lot me Iciov v/hat

success your organisation has.

Yours faithfully*

i

c

:

■
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1

Cher Sir Arthur,

Un groupe de Français de Montréal, décorée 
de la légion d’Honneur, a eu l’idée de former une sec­
tion canadienne de la Société de la Légion d’Honneur• 
Cette Société fondée au lendemain de la guerre dans un 
but de solidarité nationale, sous la présidênoe d’hon- 

du Président de la République, réunit déjà des
Elle a des sections dans tous

-

neur
milliers d’adhérents.
les Départements Français et dans toutes les colonies 
françaises; d’autres sections sont formées ou en forma 
tion dans un grand nombre de pays étrangers. Il import 
que le Canada prenne sa place dans ce beau mouvement et 
qu’à côté des Français légionnaires viennent se ranger 
ceux de nos camarades canadiens qui ont bien mérité de 
la France et que la France a tenu à honorer par cette 
haute distinction.

Nous espérons donc que vous voudrez bien 
assister à la ^réunion à*organisation qui se tiendra le 
jeudi 6 novembre Ians' la salle du Conseil du Crédit 
Foncier Franco-Canadien, 35. rue St-Jacques./.

Veuillez agréer, cher Sir Arthur 
et cher camarade, l’expression de mes sentiments sincè­
rement dévoués.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal de l’Université McGill,

Montréal.
■ )
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Lucie Touren

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL, QUE., CANADA
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McGill University
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CH. SCHMAPP

Archag le petit Arménien
( Histoire vraie)

Un volume in-16 avec couverture illustrée 
et un frontispice en phototypie.

Relié Fr. 5.—Broché Fr. 3.50

Les aventures d’Archag intéresseront beau­
coup les enfants de dix à quinze ans. Ce livre 
pourrait s’intituler aussi : « La vie de collège en 
Arménie», ce vivant récit constituant en effet 

pendant à d’autres « vies de collège » 
qui ont fait les délices de nombreuses générations 
de lecteurs. Tous les écoliers du inonde, qu’ils soient 
en Arménie ou ailleurs, se ressemblent évidem­
ment beaucoup : ils ont les memes joies, les 
mêmes malices, les mêmes défauts et les mêmes 
chagrins. Cependant, dans l’histoire d’Archag et 
de ses camarades, se rencontrent un élément pitto­
resque très original par le décor du pays singulier 
où vivent les personnages, et un élément tragique 
très émouvant, emprunté à la douloureuse exis­
tence du peuple arménien, le plus pitoyable des 
«peuples martyrs» du XX'"'' siècle. Le lecteur 
accompagne Archag à cheval dans les montagnes 
sauvages de !’Anti-Caucase,peuplées de brigands 
Kurdes détrousseurs de grands chemins ; sur les 
bords du célèbre lac de Van, puis au grand col­
lège américain d’Aintab.. Il voit de près les cu­
rieuses mœurs de l’Orient, participe aux pieux 
enthousiasmes des chrétiens et frémit d’horreur 
devant les crimes des Turcs sanguinaires qu’un 
juste châtiment atteindra enfin avant qu’il soit 
longtemps... Tous ceux que la juste cause des 
Arméniens intéresse doivent répandre ce livre 
captivant auteur d’eux.

comme un
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Sear Dr. Bruce Taylors- .

. So far as I an concerned Inave no objection whatever to this Conference being 
curried on under the auspices of the Universities’ 
vonferenoe•

Yours faithfully.

Principal•

September 3rd, 1924.

k
t

—

s«

■«Big«

9
»«4t 

>

•H03

'•
j 
*

fu © 
o 
t*

H
 *H
>* 
ti 

c6 
fc>

►3

to
© -

P 
/O

et
 t
i t

o 
• C

D 4
 

CD
 R

 
P Oo«
 U)H 

«• 
.* 

cfl 
R

 
ft o 

A
 
-h
 *>

O 
CO

• R 
ttû 

>
 
•-* R

© 
ft «H

Pi A
 x

•v
;



R BRUCE TAYLOR. D.D. LL.D.
?R I NCI R AU

W. E M9NEILL. M A 'PH.D.
REGISTRAR AND TREASURER m MALICE KING,
DEPUTY REGISTRAR

Queen’s University

Kl N GSTON

August 20th, 19a4Canada

Sir Arthur Currie
Principal, McGill University 

Montreal, P.Q.

My dear Sir Arthur,

2he abandonment for the present year
of the Universities* Conference has left unsettled one matter

On the 9th and 10thof business which should be decided at once, 
of June there was held in Ottawa a " Canadian odern language

, the object of which is explained by the following
extracts from the minutes.
Conference"

brought about by Professor “.A."The Conference was 
Buchanan of the University of Toronto, after consultation

the request of the AMERICAN COMMUTEE OF 
CONTROL, which has undertaken under the

an investi-

a twith 
PIRE
auspices of the AMERICAN COUNCIL OF EPUCATIOh, 
gation of modern language studies in the United States •

"The American Council on Education, which is directing 
the American enquiry, was re dy to associate itself with 
whatever authoritative body hould become the sponsor of 
the proposed study of modern language instruction in Canada, 

the Carnegie Corporation, which is financing the American 
investigation, offered to finance the similar undertaking 
in Canada."

and

"A motion, accepting the proposal to undertake a study 
of the kind described, and expressing appreciation of the 
opportunity afforded by the American Council on Education 
and the Carnegie Corporation, was carried unanimously.

c omrni t tee"Moved that the present Conference appoint a 
for a systematic study of Modern Language Education in Canada;*

Of Canadian Universities be asked"That the Conference___________________ __________
to sponsor the undertaking and cooperate with the—American 
Council on Education in publishing a report:".

"That the Ministers of Education of the various Pro­
vinces be asked to facilitate the work of the committee 
ana to suggest additional members if desired."

"Carried unanimously."
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R BRUCE TAYLOR. D.D. LL.D.
PRINCIPAL

W. E.M9NEILL, M.A.'PH.D.
REGISTRAR AN O TREASURER

ALICE KING,
DEPUTY REGISTRAR

Queen's University
Kl N GSTON

Canada

August 20th, 1924

2

It is to be clearly understood that the 
investigation as far as the Dominion i 
of Canadians.

whole work of this
n „ . _ . s concerned is in the hands

xhe Carnegie Corporation has no part except to
finance the undertaking,

ïhe organization of this

4- 4--- . . - . . t0 tiie memijers hip of a cooperative com-
The ide is tïPt°th? ^ addition t0 executive committee.
wtt Î! that this cooperative committee should be composed of 
men and women not necessarily expert in modern languages but 
Presenting various points of view.

and G.W. 
of education with

r e -

Up to the present the following 
this wider nominations have been nu de for 

Ashton, J. Belleau, R. du 
heinzelmann, R.K. Hicks, miss Blanche Ketcheai 

G .H . Meedler, miss Lea E. 
received from the ministers 
the latter nominating Mr. J

cooperative committee: 
Loure , H .E . Ford, J ,H .
J.A .

II.

^acdonald, Tanner.
of Education in Movu Scotia and Ontario, 

Levan as an a ditional member.

Replies have been

You have doubtless 
Languages Conference held 
fully into the details 
remind you that in its

received ilread^i
in June last in Ottawa, 

of this proposed enquiry.

the minutes of the Modern 
Those minutes go 

I merely seek to 
scope the term, "modern languages" is to be 

e„a a,s meaning "languages other than the mother tongue". The 
scope ox the investigation would thus include the teaching of Hngliài 
to Canadians whose native language is French. The enquiry would 
e~ mainfy, of course, with those languages now studied generally 

tnrougLout the country - French, German, Italian, Spanish and 
English, but other modern languages such as the Scandanavian lan­
guages, Portuguese, Slavic and other modern tongues and the Oriental 
languages would also be considered.

Institutions to be surveyed - The intention is to pursue the 
enquiry into all types of educational institutions from Graduate 
schools to Ulementary and Might Schools including also correspond­
ence courses and night instruction.

:-v
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R BRUCE TAVLOR, D.D. LL.D.
* PRINCIPAL

W. E. M? N El LL. M A’ PH. D.
REGISTRAR AND TREASURER

WmALICE KING,
DEPUTY REGISTRAR %

Queen’s University 
Kingston

Canada

August 20th, 1924

It is not necessary in this communication to go at 
further length into the uetails of organization of the pro­
posed enquiry. She organization is, as has "been stated, fully 
outlined in the minutes of the Liodern Languages Conference.
If, however, you approve in general of this proposed enquiry,
I shall be much obliged if you wi 11 signify to me your ^agree­
ment at as early date as possible. The American Council on 
Education and the Carnegie Corporation of New Y0rk will in all 
likelihood feel that the approval of the Presidents of the 
various Canadian Universities will suffice them instead of the 
formal support for which they had looked at the Universities’ 
Conference.

Believe me,
Yours sincerely,

i
PjgUitrTpal .
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T BITTE ANNUAL CONFEREE CB 
CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES

August 21st, 1924.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
President,
McSill University, 
Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir :

At the time of the cancellation 
of the 1924 conference of Canadian Universities it was felt 
by President Ealconer of the University of Toronto and by some 
others that the matter of the survey of the teaching of Modern 
Languages in Canada, for which the conference was to have been 
ashed to sstand sponsor,was so important that the Executive of 
the Conference should be asked to take the matter up with a 
view, if possible, of securing authority from the universities 
which participated in the Conference for the carrying on of the 
enterprise. It was understood that the Executive would be re­
quested to proceed with this matter at an early date.

With a view to placing in the
possession of the members of the Conference all the information 
which is in my hands I am enclosing

(l) a copy of a letter received from Professor Buchanan,
(2; the minutes of the Canadian Modern Languages Conference 

which was held at Ottawa, June 9. 10, 19, 24, together 
with the reports of the Sub-committees on Plans and 
Membership.

To supplement slighty the state­
ment made by Professor Buchanan, I may say that, to the best 
of my information, the suggestion for the Survey came from the 
American Council of Education and from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York. At the present time a Survey of the Teaching of 
Modern Languages is being made in the United States under the 
auspices of these two organizations, and it was felt that the 
value of these investigations would be greatly increased if 
supplemented by a survey of the situation in Canada. One of 
these organizations communicated with President Ealconer to 
request that he send a representative to attend the meetings 
of these organizations with a view to a more complete under­
standing of the situation. Professor Buchanan was asked by 
President Ealconer to attend the meetings, and did so. On 
his return the Ottawa Conference of Modern Language Teachers 
was called and after hearing the reports from the two Ameri­
can organizations the action referred to in the minutes and 
indicated in the accompanying documents was taken.
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____________ . P

Sir Arthur Currie 2
:

Since it is desirable that a 
decision should be reached with regard to the action to be 
taken, I should be glad to have the members of the Executive 
indicated their opinions at as early a date as possible.
If it is desirable, the members of the Executive might com­
municate directly with Principal Taylor of Queen’s Univers­
ity. I shall inform him of any opinions which come to me 
directly from the Executive.

Yours very truly,

fits, C'lU

m
L/EW Secretary-Treasurer.

til I



REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE OH PLANS

Chairman: W.C. Ferguson

Your committee would recommend that the following 
general plan be adopted:

GENERAL PLAN FOR A STUDY 
OF EDUCATION IN MODERN LANGUAGES 

IN CANADA

A.

SCOPE OF TEa CONTEMPLATED STUDY

_ To fulfil the purposes of the study and to throw 
light upon all its angles, it will be necessary to extend 
its scope to include all the factors, — linguistic 
geographical and institutional, — which go to make up 
the problem. In view of the complexity of the questions 
involved with their regional and national bearing, any 
attempt to set limits to the enquiry would be untimely, 
oince any such limitation should come as a result of tacts which are now unknown or too little known to make 
them a basis for recommendations. Under such circumstances 
the conference feels that it is its duty to describe the 
task in its widest possible implications, and to seek to 
give perspective to those features which stand out as especially important.

I.
Languages to be considered.

Two groups of modern languages offer themselves for 
consideration, as determined by the present situation of 
modern language study. This classification is not con­
cerned, of course, with any question of degree of relative 
importance, and the terms used have no bearing except as defined below:

___________________________
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(1) Major languages, i.e. those languages now 
studied generally throughout the country.

- These are French, German, Italian, Spanish, 
and English for those whose mother tongue 
is not English.

(2) Minor languages, i.e. these languages the study 
of which is now restricted by regional or other 
considerations. Such are the Scandinavian 
languages, Portuguese, the Oriental languages, 
the .Slavic and other modern foreign languages.

II.
Geographical Delimitation.

The study concerns the Dominion of Canada, but for the 
purpose of illuminating the problem, the study should 
include such supplementary data as it may be found 
profitable to gather on instruction in the modern languages 
as carried on in foreign countries.

Ill,

Institutions to be Surveyed.

It is felt that no class of institutions in which the 
modern languages are taught, nor any organized effort for 
their study, can be altogether overlooked in the investigation* 
The following are suggested as indicative of the range of 
the work which might be -undertaken:

1) Graduate Schools
2) Undergraduate Colleges
3) Formal Schools and Colleges of Education
4) Secondary Schools: - public, sectarian and private
5) Junior High Schools
6) Elementary Schools
7) Special Language Schools 
0) Instruction under Commercial Direction 
9) Fight Schools

1°} Extension and Correspondence Schools 
11; Home Instruction 
12) Summer Schools



_,no nlZt ,1S imPOSs>ble to do more than outline in the most 
Lf th? direct ions which the study may take, and 

" p , Ee following analysis is intended to point out with
efmiteness fields which might be covered, it is to be 

nf§a^ f ofS+Su^Estive rather than final. At best wte can only 
„„ sketch showing the task in its broadest aspect. Details 
nl, _ only to a limited extent and perspective is almost

lacking, for it will at once be clear that while 
„ ^in.pPksses of the subject present obvious and mechanical 

+S^U"ki0n* others will require a painstaking and 
p study of method before they can be entered upon. In

E■ *.kralj>.r.?uf ob^ect is to present the problem in broad outline 
with sufficient illustrative 
successfully approached. material to show how it can be

It is evident that the proposed study must begin by 
ascertaining, on the widest scale practicable, the present 
facts regarding the study ef the languages. It is equally 
certain, however, that such a determination of facts cannot 
constitute its sole or final purpose. Statistical information 
should be accompanied by a study or present methods of 
instruction, both in theory and practice, as well as by the 
exploration, through experiment, of the possibility of 
improved methods, and by a search for new points of view, 
iurthermore, the ultimate aims of our modern language studies 
should be sought for on a wide horizon. Here the views of 
modern language experts should be supplemented by those of 
experts in other fields and by the opinion, so far as it is 
intelligent and informed, of men of affairs generally. Such 
a study of ultimate aims and purposes may, in part at least,
a,J?a+rLed" orE,aî, bbe same "t'ime with the examination of present 

conditions and the evaluation of methods: both will lend aid 
to a measurement of the values of modem language study as 
fixed and conditioned by considerations f a general or 
specific nature. 6

nf the stud-y is a brief survey of the history
,on.Z study of the modern languages. Such a collection of 

fr 5? printed and other sources, will be of 
form "aï t1ance for future lines of progress, and,

'll*. b / lef sketch, would appropriately introduce the 
-ti.dy when completed.

the

General Historical Survey
I

.general clarification of purposes and e greater 
definiteness of objective is a result on which all lines of 
investigation should tend to converge.

LISTES 0? INVESTIGATION
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Typos of courses pursued in Canadian institutions.

Special facilities offered Canadian students for 
study abroad -

Selection, amount and sequence of modern language 
work in the student, rs program*

The number of Masr,erTs and Doctor*s degrees granted 
for the work in modern languages during the past five 
years by Canadian universities. This to include all 
such languages "whether pursued as majors or minors.

1

A 'Selective bibliography of important dissertations 
and scholarly contributions published from the modern 
language departments of institutions in Canada.

The subject to be examined here includes the relation 
which the modern languages bear to other subjects taught; the 
content of the courses; and the teacher, with his technique 
and duties. It is to be assumed that, throughout this phase 
of the enquiry, -foreign theory and experience will be taken 
into consideration wherever they may be helpful, 
this category of subjects that the use of experiment will play 
an important part. A full employment of this agency will be

It is in

Organization and Instruction.

Ill

This should(l) Enrolment in modern language courses.
include a detailed study of enrolment in all modern 
language courses in all classes of institutions in 
Canada.

The importance of full, statistics covering the work is 
obvious, though the methods by which they are to be gathered, 
such as published sources, direct investigations, etc., must 
be j_e£t bill later for decision. How exhaustively the material 
should be collected will be determined by the circumstances 
cowering each case; in any event the war years, after 1?14, 
with their powerful repercussion on the study of modern 
languages in this country, must be taken into consideration.

In gathering such statistics the following subjects 
should be considered:

-of Modern Language Instruction.

Statistical Survey of the Facts and Present Status

4
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5
necessary with groups and individuals 
01 expert aid from psychologists will be

Organisât ion.
t0 be considered not merely the present 

conaitipns, hut such proper standards as may be recognised after enquiry« y
(a) The place of the modern language

and the assistance 
eminently important.

I.

in the curriculum:
Assuming that in this question is involved tr° 
proper adjustment of the student's modern lair We studies to his other subjects in school and cor'f*

inter1relations of the languages with e»W? other, several aspects of the subject may be oû«d 
as important and illustrative of the direction which
whLSï£T?- ri?ht ,tak8% SMh the question as to
and hnxv L dern lanSnage should be taken up
eouslv w?thyni:nff?aS+e5 Can be carried on simultan- 
sSnï f t; the minimum time of profitable
necessarv^th^r^nf^ and degree of continuity 
. 1, y » bo relations of the modern languagesîe^a|es!Uete?tS “ the CUrricul™ to^tglr

(b) Subject matter and content of modern language courses:
"hersetS?^? ïü ell?lt3à concerning the substantive 
ô( a mm 'À °o4ern language courses, whether 

§?t;?ral or °- a specific nature, e.g. literary 
the Sîtfi? or commercial. In addition to establishing
be mad-^ the courses, efforts shouldtn • d ïm:Lne the relation of these courses
Zs tyJeS of institutions, and, so far
^ecoyii-inn’cÎLi?\general Pr°gram of the student, 
of tK ri?? sJ0Udd be ë^en also to the subject t the individual and personal needs of the student.

(c) Administration of modem language courses :
nrr+h=0C144.be c°nsidored such subjects as the size
tvr.es „?e=ï;°nnS ÎTïu the £lrst yeEr on. in the various Z?? L fn schools; the number of periods per week 
and tne length of these periods; the bases upon
rmifï papïls are Placed in sections, etc. It is
Zin L^at espeotally in this field important
ZthoZ ofarn^5ed by prognosis, achievement and 
other scientific tests.

data

^• The Teacher.

of the teachers position and attitude 
nhoaï- 118 work wil1 include examination of the peculiar Position of the modern language teacher in four Aspect's.



6
(a) His special training:

Under this head would come the preliminary- 
requirements for teachers-in-training in the higher 
institutions; courses for training teachers of the 
modern languages in normal schools, colleges and univ­
ersities ; special degrees or diplomas earned for such 
training, etc,

(0) His preparation, adaptability, and experience:
This should include sex, birth-place, length of 

residence in America or in the other English-speaking 
countries, years of experience as teacher, residence 
abroad, etc.

(c) Appointment:
Requirements covering the appointment of modern 

language teachers, the activity of teachersr agencies in 
supplying modern language teachers, standards of private 

so far as formulated.institutions,
(d) Duties.

The number of students taught; the number of periodsclerical and other duties ;per week; administrative, amount of teaching done by part-time teachers, etc.
5» Methods and materials of instruction.

Here only the most general indications can be given of a 
very wide field of investigation, which will embrace the whole 
technique and physical equipment of modern language instructi 
It includes methods of teaching pronunciation, grammar, read 
and composition. Here would come the consideration of texts 
for formal instruction, and of materials for instruction on 
foreign life and civilization, including tsx fixed or moving 
pictures, phonetical laboratories and other mechanical aids 
to instruction.

IV
Ultimate Aims and Purposes.

Any serious attempt to determine the aims of modern 
language teaching must, as has been pointed out, be based 
upon a large body of opinion. Efforts should be made to determine the points of view from which critical attacks 
are made on the present methods of modern language instruction, 
and tne general directions in which, according to the opinion 
of those not in our field, the work of the modern language 
teacher should be developed. Here again the method of 
determining this larger attitude toward the subject will have 
to be left to careful preliminary study, but it is certain 
that, 1er successful results, many methods, such as printed 
contributions to the subject, widely circulated enquiries 
and e/on personal and individual conversations will have to 
do emp-o.v ed. To the larger body of opinion must necessarily 
be ad : eo that of the modern language teachers themselves.

_______________________■
<
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7
-•* attitude of the general public in Canada boward 

• mo.G.ern language instruction:
-.ms consideration implies "the gathering of specific 

>j.tiCisiDS of present results, incfusing opinion as to 
/_ie comparative practical value of the different languages 
a ruDject frequently in the public eye but regarding which 
little that is definite has "been formulated. The number of 
persons irom whom the information is to be sought shornf 
include those whose duty it is to make ari measu-e nu1^ 
opinion, as well as those who from, official position 
individual experience are exp cted to have enlightening- 
views regarding the matter, f r example:

(a) law-making bodies, provincial and municipal.
^Statutes and ordinances relating directly to the 
teaching of modern languages would call for attention) 
Administrative experts. '

Representatives of the 
Men_in public office.
Business men, especially those interested in 

foreign trade.
Professional men.
Men of science.
Social workers.
Students and graduates of colleges and schools.

2. The attitude of the modern language teacher

press.

i
toward the subject’

Here should be sought from within the guild of modern

fS&FMfîiî&kî 55Ui$ilmo?ft$Seggg$e$e5Bi2!t!5l,
. : There should also be compiled a systematic

bibliography of publications boaring on the subject from 
the pens of those active in the field.

a
of instruction.

coun^ries^ ^rac"^^ce °f modern language teaching in foreign

Here would be gathered from printed material, as well as 
by discussion and observation, foreign opinion on the aims 
and purposes of foreign Instruction wherever it can throw 
light on problems in Canada.

V
Values of the Study of the Modern Languages.

-n the light of the material gathered along the preceding 
lines of investigation it may be possible to explore, with 
the hope of definite results, the values to be derived from 
modern language study, it- must be assumed that here, as in 
everp other subject of systematic study, no definite formula 
crn .e attained; for instance, as regards the mooted point 
o/ ^scipMnary valve, it is quite conceivable that the 
Tfr,L0:f> the psychologist will differ from that of the 
^.mguist cr mathematician. But the comp],ex nature of the 
problem should not deter us from an attempt at its solution as 
-'--i as national and other needs are concerned. That the question

•->•1 ■. «___
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is vital in any inquiry of this character, and that 
fruitful attempts can he made to solve it, is evident from 
the data assembled on this point by the British survey of 
modern studies in 193.8» The question may be viewed as having 
various facets, illustrated as follows :

(1) National valuesr
(a) The relative value of the various modern languages 

to the people of Canada for national culture and for 
the national services, e.g„ diplomatic, consular, 
military, etc. and for foreign trade.

(b) The value of modern language study for the develop­
ment of a better international understanding.

(2) Regional Values.
The relative values of the modem languages for 
the different sections of Canada.

(3) Vocational values.
The value of the modern languages as tools for 
business and for professional and scientific studies, 
e.g. the requirements for advanced degrees.

(4) Cultural and Social values.
The value of a knowledge of the modern languages 
as an instrument of social and artistic intercourse.

■

'

C

ORGANIZATION AND CONTROL

The following recommendations outline a general plan 
under which the study might be undertaken. On the assumption 
that the Carnegie Corporation supports it financially, the 
arrangement we present seeks to provide for the initiation of 
one survey under a directing group of experts, with associated 
aavisors, all bearing responsibility to an educational body 
+v,.n?;1 onal standing, and for the progress of the study under 
the direction of this expert group.

I

General Supervision.

th.IUinsoraVoS:rS;e8srcrsisîa5,TIsK;isîtîs»r"
11

Committee on Direction and Control

It is recommended that 
by rhe appointment of 
elsewhere in the

a central organization be effected 
a modern language committee as provided 

proceedings of the first conference.



ïï ÜhnS? ïe ore;nlz®4 ”lth s Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
c|£3 conduct

-uÆ^Sg-iï'îrS; necessarian!
, , 4latnbntion of reports of progress and other information

1 “ ®ï°Ulîv,haVei ln Pd4iti°n. at least two full time 
c-gents, themselves experts in modern languages of atnereetuX!raae ?f LT*M* S?î!îVÎ,£«nt.
l!av«Tî ÏL “» aeiive servlc®. who could be granted 
ri l!l 1 ? .?r ths parpose, and who should bo so
bette? d for the, r l,ork that they should be neither 
^r."°?e.0ff financially than if they had continued, in their usual

^ y t*o ■ ^TS° DG availEble for the Committee a fund
•DQ-rt V ■ speciflG expenses incurred in engaging the 
P^nJ+ ^6 ®ervicf of individuals, or the services of 
s„ . „?'onad institutes, or similar agencies, for specific pieces of work.

occupations.

Hi ShGuld a 80 be possible to secure valuable Gr? tar°Ug the suggestion of thesjs and dissu 
^mv™S+t0 deFartmcnts of education, colleges and 
niversitiesand through co-operation with the
bodies e6S °f modern language associations program- 

and similar

The . always 
and for. of workto be

meet at least three times
• For this it toa year.

I

Further Details of Organization
IV

Co-operating General Committee

2. It is further recommended that a cooperating committPP

EE23ŸEïSr^"w^poi$Ft-fln. ’
ersities. and that tLir^indii^rSI embodied'in theV~ 
f ‘ report of the joint Canadian and American committee:

III
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10

Regional Organization

It is recommended that a plan of regional 
organization throughout the country be adopted similar 
in general form to that of the Survey of Classical 
Studies, in the United States. [This plan would include 
the designation of regional chairmen, who should then 
select, the men and women to form the regional committees., 
It is recommended that the chairman of the regional 
committees be invited to meet with the central 
committee at least once a year.

VI

Study of Hodern Language V7ork in Foreign Countries

It is recommended that the central committee lay 
special emphasis on a survey of modern language work 
in other countries.

VII
Final Report

It, is recommended that the final report be published 
together with the report of the American Committee »
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A++ „ , A Co"fere"c5 of modern language teachers was held at

tion of modern language studies in Canada similar to one no? in£»?[•?* ln “>e UnltGd States- The proposal was accept” " and 
preliminary steps were taken to provide for carrvin» on tLOcpiec of the min tes cf the me ting and to °?ep^E °? gj
committees on pla s and members ip have bee sent to /ou s
you are therefore aware, it was recommended (a) that tie’en er-
adi»n üîwïî^îîî °n the auspices of the Conference of C-n-

6<e a natlonal organization similar in some re­spects to the American Council on Education, which sr onsors the investigation being made in the United States. It was fS-theï 
recommended (b) that a cooperative committee, composed of men 
and women not necessarily expert in modern languages, but reere- 

°nh?r p0f?Js 0f viev;* be appointed by the Conference of
!ïîI * * * * * 7!58!île!’4a?d«that tbelr findings he embodied in the 

filial report of the joint Canadian and American committee.

(signed) Milton A. Buchanan.
Yours truly.

All of which I submit to your kind consideration.

I regret that it is impossible for me to appear beforeyour Conference in person to explain the nurpose and scone of ourinvestigation, but as several of the members of your committee 
have been consulted about details of the organization, you have, I 
hope, sufficient information to enable you to come to a favourable
decision in at least the first recommendation. In the matter of 
appointing a committee of business men, there is no need for urgency 
and you may, if you so desire, defer action until your next meeting.It is taken for granted that the investigation will require about 
three years.

_ he executive committee, consisting of Messrs. SV.A.R.
erl » vice-chairman, J.E.Shaw, secretary, ,.C.Ferguson, 3.W. 

Parmelee, and myself as chairman, has reported to the provincial 
' of Education on the membership of the committee, which,

in addition to the executive committee, is as follows: H.Ashton, 
v6aU* n edu ^oure» H.E.Ford, J.H.Heinzelmann, R.K.Hicks, :iss Blanche Ketcheson, J.A.Macdonald, G.H.Needier end Miss lea K. 

innner. Replies have been received from the Ministers of Nova Scotia and Ontario, the latter nominating Mr. I.M.Levan as an 
additi Dal member.

Dear Sir:

Professor Ling,
ecietary of the Conference of Canadian Universities.

August 6,1924.

University of Chicago.
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and Dr.
and

_ _ t/.a^ ^he request of the chairman Dr. C. 
? :D* Keppel addressed the meeting, explain! 
uixpose ox me investigation undertaken by 
Committee, and the relation of that Comnitt

The_ Chairman read a communication from Professor H.Ashton
absenceUaideoffS-°f British Columbia, regretting his enforced 
absence and offering suggestions.

_ Temporary officers were elected as follows: 
hairman, M.A. Buchanan; Vice-Chairman, I.M. Levan; 

Secretary, J.2. Shaw.

The meeting was called to order at 9.30 A.M. by Professor 
Buchanan, who described briefly the manner in which the desire 
for this conference had arisen, and the steps which had been 
taken in consequence.

First Session, Monday Morning, June 9.

MINUTES OP THE MEETINGS

The Conference was brought about by Professor 
M.A. Buchanan of the University of Toronto,* after con­
sultation with others, at the request of the AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE OP DIRECTION AND CONTROL, which has undertaken, under the auspices of the AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION,’ 
an investigation of modern language studies in the 
United States.

The meetings were held at the Chateau Laurier, Ottawa. 
The following attended all the sessions of the Conference:

Honorary members: C.R. Mann, P.D. Keppel, J.P.W. 
Crawford, R.H. Keniston.

Canadian members: Joseph Belleau, II.A. Buchanan, 
A.P.B. Clark, Owen Classey, R. du Roure, W.C. Ferguson,
H,E. Ford, J.H. Heinzelmann, R.K. Hicks, A.J. Husband,
VLA.R. Kerr, Miss Blanche Ketcheson, I.M. Levan, J.A. 
Macdonald, D.H. Mercer, G.H. Needier, G.W. Parmelee,
J.S. Shaw, Miss Léa E. Tanner.

The following were invited but were unable to attend:
W.F.Osborne, J.F. Raiche, L.P.Shanks.H.Ashton, J.W.Eaton,

CANADIAN MODERN LANGUAGE CONFERENCE

Ottawa, June 9th and 10th,1924
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2

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION and the CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
OR NEW YORK. The American Council on Education, which is 
directing the American enquiry, was ready to associate 
itself with whatever authoritative body should become the 
sponsor of the proposed study of modem language instruction 
in Canada, and the Carnegie Corporation, which is financing 
the American investigation, offered to finance the similar 
undertaking in Canada.

Professor J.P.W. Crawford and Professor R.H. Keniston 
explained the plans and methods adopted by the American 
Committee; emphasised the importance of a good understanding 
between the American and the proposed Canadian Committee, 
which latter should be representative of all types of 
instruction in modern languages.

A motion by Dean Kerr, seconded by Principal Husband, 
accepting the proposal to undertake a study of the kind 
described, and expressing appreciation of the opportunity 
afforded by the American Council on Education and the Carnegie 
Corporation, was carried unanimously.

Moved by Professor Ferguson that the present Conference 
appoint a committee for a systematic study of Modern Language 
Education in Canada :

That the Conference of Canadian Universities be 
asked to sponsor the undertaking and cooperate with 
the American Council on Education in publishing a 
report:

That the Ministers of Education of the various 
provinces be asked to facilitate the work of the 
committee and to suggest additional members if desired.
Carried unanimously.

The chairman, following a motion carried to that 
effect, appointed the following subcommittees:

I. A Subcommittee on Membership, to present names, 
from which a committee to undertake the work contemplated 
might be chosen, consisting of 15 members to be selected 
as soon as possible and 5 more later, 
appointed were:
Messrs. Belleau, Clark, Du Roure, Ford, Hicks, Korr, Levan, 
Mercer, parmelee (Chairman), and Shaw.

The subcommittee
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XT. A Subcommittee on Plans to frame a general 
to]an for the intended worx, Tho suboon nit tee -rere Messrs. 
Olasoey, Ferguson (Chairman), Heinz e'lmann, Husband, 
Macdonald, needier, and Miss Ketch es on and Miss lamer.

The meeting then adjourned.

Second Session. Tuesday morning. June 10th.

The meeting was called to order at 9.30 A.M.
The Subcommittee on Membership presented its report, 

which was accepted.
It was moved and carried that the officers nominated 

by the Subcommittee on Membership, with the chairmen of 
the two subcommittees, constitute a Provisional Executive 
Committee.
M.A. Buchanan, chairman;
J.E, Shaw, secretary;

It was moved and carried that the executive be 
empowered to select the members of the Committee in 
accordance with the previous directions of this Conference.

The Executive, thus constituted, are:
W.A.R. Kerr, vice-chairman; 

WiC. Ferguson and G.W. Parmelee.

The Subcommittee on Plans presented its report, which 
was accepted.

It was moved and carried that the appointment of
full-time investigators be deferred until the first meeting 
of the permanent committee, and that meanwhile the 
provisional executive prepare to suggest the names of 
proposed investigators at that meeting.

It was moved and carried that the provisional executive 
be directed to proceed with what preliminary work is 
necessary, and to report on such work at the first meeting 
of the permenent committee.

It was moved and carried that action on regional 
organization be deferred until the first meeting of the 
permenent committee, and that the provisional executive be 
prepared to report on the matter at that meeting.

It was moved and carried that the chairman of the 
provisional executive be empowered to make requisitions 
necessary to carry on the work until a permanent committee be appointed.

mm
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It was moved and carried that, until permanent 
organisation ta effected, the chairman of the 
provisional executive be empowered to represent this 
Conference at any meeting of the American Committee 
S.C which his presence may be requested.

A by^ ^ Husband, seconded byProfessor rguso , expre sed, on the part of this 
Conference, their cordial appreciation of the friendly 
initiative, generosity and sympathy of the American 
Council on education, the Carnegie Corporation of 
Ilew York, and the American Committee, represented 
by Dr. Mann, Dr. Keppel, and Professors Crawford 
and Keniston. The motion was carried unanimously.

A motion by Dean Kerr, seconded by Professor 
du Roure, expressed the indebtedness of this Conference 
to Proiessor Buchanan for his energy and devotion in 
bringing aoout this Conference, and his skilful 
guidance of its proceedings, 
unanimously. The motion was carried

The Chairman, Professor Buchanan, replied thanking 
the Canadian and the honorary members of the Conference 
icr their ready sacrifice of time and labour and 
support and cooperation.

The Conference then adjourned.

their

J.H. Shaw
Secretary.
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REPORT OP THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP

Chairman, G.W. Parmelee

A The following nominations are offered to serve 
as a panel from which the permanent committee may 

he formed:

1. The list of Canadian members of this 
Conference 23.

2. Also the following: Mr. Blanchard,
Charlestown; Canon Chartier, Montreal; 
Miss Creighton, Halifax;
Winnipeg;

Miss S.C. Doupe, 
Miss P. Harold, Moose Jaw; 

Professor Klempke, Prederickton; Miss 
M.E. McManus, Winnipeg; Miss M. Ross, 
Vancouver; Mr. Edgar Smith, Calgary.

B The following are nominated as provisional officers
until there shall be a permanent committee :

Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, J.E. Shaw.

Chairman, M.A. Buchanan ;
W.A.R. Kerr ;

A
w
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February 19, 1925,

Prolcosch, dsq.,

Treasurer, Bodtisro Isatuaye ' ssociatiou of Yiorica, 

3ryn lawr, £&*
I

De?n* r. . rokoscîu-

1th reference to your circular of 

February this nork appears to duplicate that of the 

110X7 "> :lni carried on b; the Carnegie Institute.

survey

It. is

surely unnecessary for t~o su 1 ?ys to be carried on at

t,. 3 or. o tl ;» ar ©portae :t of :onance Ian os,-...es is 

. du oure sud oar de,, rt-iont of Cama^ieunder Professor

Jra.v-ax--os is under "r. ", "alter. Our de* -rfcmont of

h Us is a- !or r. Cyrus Uaccaillan. 

under sep rate cover our University Calomar as requested 

by y ou.

e are forrardinc

Yours faithfully,

I

Wilfrid 3ovey,

‘soistant to the Princial.- ; 1 y -
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Qte 0}oderulanguageï\5^ociation oj America
ORGANIZED 1883 
INCORPORATED 1900

BRYN MAWR. PA.E. PROKOSCH, TREASURER

February, 1525.
The President's Secretary, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Que, Can.
Dear Sir:-

The Modern Language Association intends to undertake a 
survey of the Modern Language Departments in American Colleges.
Will you kindly co-operate with us by furnishing me an up-to-date 
list of the staff of your English, Romance and German Departments? 
Please also indicate the member of each Department (Head, Chairman, 
Secretary, etc.) that ought to be approached for further informa­
tion .

In case your most recent catalog contains such lists, 
you might find it more convenient to send us a copy.

Sincerely yours,

Y n.
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March
Sixth
1922.

•ko Consul Serteral de Prance 
•ortreal, ^ue. " '*

yy>5‘: :
V

Dear Sir:-I f■

• o'iiorHH w rv1 Profe! »r 5u '-cure of this 
and îf‘e Frer,ofe ^ovbmmert to consider
^anco ^?Lthem r88!r'^f the solution of nil 
ins ,-irtietic ..■.orkP8tl0na.OOT,’'86tca "'lth '-"Iveraity.

v„ _n, „ T a® -ure no better choice oo tid
Viio-vt Q* !roxen or "oure is one of the most • 
ni hiy regarded members of the staff of McGill.

■■

-V.Sh

Yours faithfully, %x:.
it

mi
Principal.
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Translation

Consul General 
of the French Republic 

in Canada Montreal, March 1, 1922.

Sir Arthur Currie,Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal.

Dear Mr. Principal,
I have the honour to inform you that 

Mr. Desroys du Roure ("agrégé des lettres" has no English 
equivalent) has been appointed by the French Government to 
centralise the study and offer a solution of Franco-Canadian 
questions connected with university and artistic work.

In this capacity Mr. du Roure is attached 
to the office of the Consul General of France where all
correspondence may be addressed to him.

I am pleased to bring this matter to your 
attention, and believe that it will help to maintain and 
develop intellectual relations between France and Canada.

With kind regards, etc.
(Sgd.) ?

Consul General



__________________________________________________________________________________

^én /vw,/

</e /.a t/A/ù/f/r fëfirœnrcuâe

t>a/nci(/fr<zu
• //r>t/yrn/. /<> 1er mars 1$22.

$
Sir Arthur Currie,

Principal de l’Université MaoGill, 
Montréal.

Monsieur le Principal,

J’ai l’honneur de porter à votre connaissance

a été désigné

centraliser l'étude et pré- 

£ranco-canadiennes d'ordre

Mr.DESROYS DU ROURE, agrégé des lettres,que

par le gouvernement français pour 

parer la solution des questions 

universitaire et artistique.
Mr.du Roure est attaché en cette qualité 

es du Consulat Général de France où toute correspondanceauprès

peut dès maintenant lui etre adressée. 

Je suis heureux de norter cette nouvelle à

oette désignation sera de 

les relations intellec-

votre connaissance,persxiadé que 

nature à maintenir et a développer

tuelles franco-canadiennes ./.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Principal,

I
1

,:S|
l’assurance de ma haute considération.

LE CONSUL GENERAL,

■■ ■ ■IL ë


