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. THE BIBLE ABOVE ALL PRICE.

, In the fabulous records of pagan antiquity we read of a mirror endowed with
properties go rare, that, by looking into it, its possessor could dnsgover any eb-
ject, which he wished to see, huwever remote : and dl.‘?covered with equal ease
persoas aud things above, below, bzhind, and before him.  Such a mirror, but
infinitely, njore” valuable than this fictitious giass do we really possess in the
Bible. B}' employing this mirror in a proper manner, we may discern objects

and events, past, present, and to come, .
Here we may contemplate the all.enfolding circle of the Eternal Mind ; and

behold a most perfect portrait of Him, whom no mortal eye hath sees, drawn
by his own uaerriug hund. Pierciag into the decpest recesses of eternity, wo
may behold Him existing i dependent and alone, previous to the first exertion
of his creating encrgy.  We may sez heaven, the habitation of his holiness and
glory, « dark with the excessive brightuess” of his presence ; and hell, the pri.
son of his justice, with no other light, than that, wiich the fierv billows of his
wrath cast, * pale_ and dreadful,”” serving only to render * darkness visible.”?
"'Here too we may witness the birth of the world, which we inhabit ; stand,
as it were, by its cradle 5 and see it grow up from infaney to manhood, ynder
the forming ha.d of its Creator.  We may see light at his summous starting in.
to existence. and discovering a world of waters without a shore. Controlled
by His word, the waters subside ; and islands aud continents appear, not as
fiow, clothed with verdure and fertility, but sterile and nzked, as the sands of
Arabia. .
Again he speaks ; and the landscape appears, uniting the various beauties of
spring, summer and a@atumn ; and cxtending further than the eye can reach,
Suill all is silent ; not even the hum of the inscet is heard ; the stillness of death
pervades creation ; till, in an instant, songs burst from every grove ;.and the
startled spectator, raising his eves from the carpet at his feet, sces the air, the
. earth; uid the sea filled with life and activity, in a thousand various forms, i
* .By opening this volume, ‘'we may, at any time, walk in the garden of Eden
with Adam ;§ sit in the ark with Noalh ; share the hospitality, or witness the faith
‘of Abraham ; ascend to the mount of God with Moses; unite with the see
Wevotions ' 6f David ; or listen to the eloquent and impassioned addres of St,
Paul. Nay, more; we may here converse with Him, who spake, as man ne.
ver spake ; participate with the spirits of the just made perfect in the employ.
ménts andhappiness of heaven. e : -7
" Deastroy this volume, as the enemies of human happincss have vainly endeav.
ogréd to-do, and you render us profoundly ignorant of our Creator ; of the fer.
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mation of the world, which we inhabit ; of the origin and progenitors of our
race; of our present duty and our future destination; and confine us through
Jife to the dominion of fancy, doubt, and conjecture.

Destroy this volume ; and you rob us of the consolatory expectation, excited
by its predictions that the stormy cloud, which has so long hung over a suffering
world, will at length be scattered; you forbid us to hope that the hour is ap.
proaching, when nation shall no more lift up the sword against nation ; and
righteousness, peace, and holy joy shall universally prevail ; and allow us to an.
ticipate nothing, but a conatant cuccession of wars, revolutions, crimes, and mi.
geries, tcrminating only with the end of time.

Destroy this volume ; and you deprive us, at a single blow, of religion, with
all the animating consolations, hopes and prospeets which it affords ; and leave
us nothing, but the liberty of choosing (miserable alternative !) between the
cheerless gloom of infidelity, and the monstrous shadows of paganism—you un-
people heaven ; bar forever its doors ugainst the wreched posterity of Adam ;
restore to the king of terrors his fatal sting : bury hope in the same grave, which
receives our bodies ; consign all who have died before us, to eternal sleep, or end.
Jess misery ; and.allow us to expect nothing at deu:h, but a similar fate. In a
word, destroy this volume, and you take from us at once every thing which pre.
Vents existcnce from becoming of all curses the greatest. You degrade man to
u situation, from which he may look up with envy to “the brutes that perish.”
—Eztracted from a Discourse by the Rev. E. Payson.

MORAL.

INTELLECTUAL IMPROVEMENT.

" In our last we gave an article on this subject, in which was recommended a
systematic and thorough course of Reading as a means of intellectual improve.
ment. We have in this humber made another selection from the same work, and
we wish it may be read with that attention which the importance of the subject
demands,

ConveRrsaTION.—This is known and admitted to be one of the most important
of all attainments, and perhaps nothing is more desired by all intelligent young
persons who reflect upon their means of influence and improvement, than conver-
sational power. But notwithstanding this general impression in its favour,there
is nothing of half its importance which is so entirely neglected in education,
Almost every effort to make it a distinct object of attention in a literary semina.
ry has either failed entirely, or resulted in producing a stiff and formal manuer.
Acquiring skill in conversation, therefore, must be left to individual effort. R
would not recommend that you should practice conversation systematicallv, but’
that you should have in view other objects than improvement in your manner of

ing yourself. You will become interested in these objects, and conse.
quently the danger of that stiffnese and affectation, which is so common a re.
sult of efforts to improve in such an art asthis, will be escaped. I will meution
what these objects may be, S

Make conversation a way of acquiring knowledge.. Every persos has un-
- doubledly-some knowledge which would be useful or vaivable, You are riding
#a tho stage, and the rough.laoking man who sits by your side appears so unat.
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tractive that you do not imagine thut he has any thing to say which can interest
you. But draw him into conversation, and you will find that he is a sea-captain,
who has visited a tundred ports, and can tell you mavy intcresting stories about
every clime. He will like to talk if he finds you interested to hear, and you may
make, by his assistance, & more important progress in really useful knowledge
during that day’s ride, than by the study of the best lesson from a book that ever
was learned. Avail yourselves of every opportunity which Providence may
place within your reach.

You may do much to anticipate and to prepare for conversation. You expect,
I will suppose, to be thrown into the compauy of a gentleman residing in a dis-
tant city. Now, before you meet him, go to such sources of information as are
within your reach, and learn all you can about that city. Now you cannot reud
the brief notices of this sort without having your curiosity excited, and you wiil
go into the company of the stranger eager to avail yourself of the opportunity of
learning something full and satisfactory, from a- eye.witness, of the scenes
which the book so briefly described. By this means, too, the knowledge. of
books and of conversation, of study and of real life, will be brought together ;
and this is the most important object for you to secure.

You may make a more general preparation for the opportunities of con.
versation. which you will enjov. Ascertain what are the common topics in the
place in which you reside, aud lcarn all you can about them, so that you may be
prepared to understand fully what you hear, and thus be qualified to engage in.
telligently and with good effect in conversation.

On the same principle, when you meet with any difficulties in your reading,
or in your studies, or in private meditation, consider who of your acquaintances
will be able to assist you in regard to each ; and when the next opportunity oc.
curs, you can refer them and give yourselt’ and your friend equal pleasure by
the couversation you shall thus introduce.

Make conversation a means of digesting your knowledge. Knowledge must
not only be received by the mind, but it must be analyzed and inccrporated with
it, so as to form a part of the very mind itself, and then, and not till then, can
the knowledge be properly saidto be possessed A reader may peruse these very
remarks on conversation thoroughly, and fully understand all that I say, and yet
the whole may lie in the mind an undigested mass, which never can nourish or
sustain. Oan the other hand, it may be :nade a subject for thought and reflection ;
the principles it explains may be applied to the circumstances of the render;
the hints may be carried out, and resolutions formed for acting in accordance
with the views presented. By these meaus the reader becomes possessed reelly
and fully, of new ideus on the subject of conversation.

Now, conversation affords one of the most important means of digesting what
is read and heard. Two persons reading separately come afterwards together,
and each one describes his own book, and relates the subject of what it contains

-aa far as he has read. By this means each acquires the power of language and
expression, digests and fixes that which he has read, and also gives information
to bis companion. '

Knowledge and Ignorance.—The man of knowledge lives etarnally after his
death, While the members are reduced to dust beneath-the tomb. But-the igno-
rant man is dead, even though he walks upon the earth: ke is numberad with
living men, ad yet existeth not.—Arabian Awthor. -
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For the }Monitor. -

Mz. Eprror,—I perceive by vour sccond number, that you ‘are determined to
muke the Monitor cventually a very interesting publication.  For this place it
really carries an attractive appearance, and I hope you will meet with commen-
sarate encourag ment.  Haviog a little time ou my hands, I scud yos an cssay
from the samc source as the former ones. | think you will be pleased with it 3
for we always appreciate a good character in prefercnce to a bad one. Bvery
man is, or should be, interested in the characters he associates with ; for myself,
I like the mauner of treeting subjecis after the style of the sclections I send you.
They arc adapted, in fact, purposcly for youth, though at the same time, worthy
the perusal of maturer minds, possessing language ueither ubstruse or elu-
borate. The minds of young persons, indend, are not touched by abstracted
ideas; they have need of familiar and agreeable images ; they cannot reason,

_t1&¥ ¢an enly feel the charms of truth, and to make it intelligible and loving to
them, it must be preseunted under scusible and beautiful forms. Precepts, maxims,
and easy lessons, if' they do mot always, yet in a great degree, preserve tho
mind from the poisoned arrows of sensuality. Subjects such as the one now
under discussion are not so frequently treated upon as they should be-—vet none
of more importance to one who wishes to lead an honeurable and respectable
fife. For further exemplification I refer your readers to the essay in question ;
being conviuced that the observations mentioned in it wicl be concurred in, and
I trust, fraught with a beueficial teudency. :

Yours, &c. E. G.

.

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD CHARACTER.

To those who are to make their own way, cither to wealth or honours, a good
character is usually no less necessary than address and abilities. Though
hurman nature is degenerate, yet it usually retains to the last an esteem for ex.
cellence. For even if’ we were arrived at such an extreme degree of depravity
as to have lost our native reverence for vistue, yet a regard to our own interest
and safety, which we seldom lose, will lead us to apply foraid, in all important
transactions, to men whose integrity is unimpeached.

When we have occasion for an Attorney or a Councillor, a Physician or an
Apothecary, whatever we may be ourselves, we always choose to trust our health
and property to men of the best character. When we fix on the tradesmen, wha
are to supply us with necessaries, we are not determined by their names elegantly
engraved ona card, or by ashop fitted up in the newest taste, but by the fuirest

_reputation. ' .

Look into a newspaper, and you will see from the highest tothe lowest rank,
how important are the characters of those who are employed, to those who employ
them. After the advertisement has enumerated the qualities required of the
person wauted, there constantly follows, that none need apply who cannot bring
an undeniable character, < : ' L ‘

- Young -people, therefore, whosa characters are unfixed, and wha consequently
-easy -vender them -just such as the'yswisb, ought to pay.the greatest attention. te

the firststep which theytake orentrance into-life. ‘They areusually too carelesé
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and inattentive to this object. They think they see their own interest better than
others, aund flatter thenselves that their youth will be an excuse for a thousand
impropricties. By some thoughtless notion or expression, they suffer o wark
to be itnpressed upon them, which scarcely any subsequent merit can entirely:
erase. Every ouc will find sowe persong who, though they are not professed
cuemics, vet view him with an envious and jealous oye, and will gladly revive
any tale, to which truth has givea the siightest foundation.

‘The malevolence of mankind affords but teo much reason for the beautiful
but melancholy observation of Dryden,—

On caglos’ wings immortal seandals fly,
Whiloe virtuousactions ure but born to die.

Cmm——

OLD HUMPIIREY ON OCCUPATION.

Ir I were asked, What tends most to mitigate carthly sorrow, with the exeép.
tion of the comfort derived from divine things? I should unhesitatingly reply,
Occupation. ) .

Yes! occupation cures one haif of life’s troubles, and mitigates the remainder,
It matters not of waat kiud they may happen to be : troubles always uppear great,
and our own cares are invariably greater thin those of our neighbours; hut
whether we are afilicted in mind, body, or estate, occupation is the best prescrip.
tion we can take.

Suppose you have had a loss, say it is five silver shillings, or as many goldon
sovereigns ; uay, let it be, if you ltke, a huidred pounds, ora thousand, for it is
not the amount of our losses that weighs down our spirits, but our real or fancied
incapability of bearing them —suppose you have had a loss, I say why all the

sighing and the sorrowing, the meaning and repiving in the world, will not
bring back a single sixpeuce of our money again, though it may disqualify you
for making an attempt te recover your foss. You may get friends to condole with
you, and make your loss greater by losing your time in broodirg over it, but
_occupation is the ouly thing to relicve you. It is the most likely of any thing ta
make up your moncy again, and it'it do not that, it will engage your mind as
well as your fingers, and kecp you from despondency. .
- Suppose your body is afflicted ; will sittin or lying down doing nothing, with
Jyour dejected eyes fixed on tho wall—will this, I say, pull out a thorn from your
nger, or assuage the pain of an aching tooth, or cure a fit of the gout? Not
ja bit of it.  So long as pain does not deprive you of the power of occupying
yourself, occupation will be for you the best thing in the world. Let it be suited
"to your condition, and persevered in with prudence. A weak body cannot lift
a heavy burden, nor a confused head think clearly ; but do something, whether
it be much or iittle, hard or easy, so long as you can write a letter, wind = ball
of cotton, make a spill, read a book, or listen while another reads it to you, so
long as you can do any of these things, you will be mitigating your afiliction, .

In like manner, if your mind be wounded, apply the same remedy. If youe
enemy has injured, or your friend deceived you ; if your brightest hopes have
been. clouded, or your reputation blackened, pray for your enemies, and then
up and'he.doing 1  Better gather field-flowers, piait rushes, weed the garden, or
black-your own shoes, than be idle. Occupation will raise your spirity while
idienasé willbring. it down fo the dust. Occupation will blunt thé - edge-of. the

K4
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sharpeat grief, keep the body in health, and preserve the mind in comparative
peace. He that is in trouble, must do something to get rid of it.

I have known many a man get to the top of a mountain by resolutely clamber.
ing up its rugged sides, who would never have got there at all by sitting down
and fretting ut the bottom of it, And, many a hardy swimmer has crossed a
rapid river, by sturdily buffeting its rushing waters, who never could have
achieved such an adventure, by despondingly allowing himsclf to be carried
slong by the current : something must be done, and done by yourself too, when
you are iu trouble : or otherwise, it will stick as clos2 to you as the skin that
covers you. If I had not been a man of occupation, my heart would have been
broken long agn. I never could have stood up under the load of troubles that
God, in mercy, hus given me strength to sustain. Old Humphrey is always
occupied ; his tongue, his hands, his head, or his heels, are in continual
requisition ; and, rather than sit down and do nothing, he would willingly
break stones on the highway, make brimstone matches, and hawk them about
from door to duor.

. Time flies rapidly with those who have more to do in the day than they can
accomplish ; and drags along asheavily with all who have no employment to
ocoupy their hours. Occupation is the great secret of cheerful days and tran.
Quil nights ; for he that is well employed while the sun is in the skies, will
most likely sleep soundiy when the stars are shining above him.

The moment you feel yourself’ getting moody and miserable, seek Divine
support by prayer, and then set yourself a task immediately; something that
will occasion you to exert yourself, and vou will be surprised at the relief it will
afford vou.

. Though old Humphery advises you ¢» do something of a trifling nature, rather
than be idle, he is no advocate for trifling. So long as this world endures,
there will always be employment enough and to spare, for all *hose who either
wish to guide others to heaven, or to get there themselves. If you canuot em.
ploy yourbody employ your mind, ; for, there is a time to employ it profitably ;

- A time to reflect on your words and ways,
A time to pray and a time to praise.

And especially employ yourself in doing good, and mitigating the sorrows of
others; while taking a thorn from the bosom of another, you will lose that which
rankles in your cwn,

Thousands, who kuow how much comfort occupation gives, do not know how
thuch distress and uneasiness it keeps away. Show me two men, who have
equal advantages,—one of them idle, and the other fully occupied, and I wilt
venture to pronounce the latter ten times happier than the former. Care is a
sad disease, despondency a sadder, and discontent, perhaps, the saddest of them
all ; butif you wish to be cured of all those together, next to seeking Divine sup-
port, my prescription is~OccuraTIoN.

Practical Instruction.—A gentleman, not long sirice, took up an apple to
show a niece, sixteen years of age, who had studied geography several years,
sométhing about the shape and motion of the earth. She looked at him a few
minates, and said with earnestness, ** Why, uncle, you don’t mean that the
earth really turns round, do you?” He replied, * But did sou not learn thas
several years ago 1" ¢ Yes sir," sho replied, ¢ I learned it, but I nover knewm
it.before.,”” Now it was obvions that this young lady had beew labouring:several
yeurs on the subject of geography, ind zroping in almost total. darkness, -be-
canso-sonie’ kind friend did not show her at thejoutset, by some familiar iliustrs-
tion, that the eavth really turned round.——American Annals of i
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SCIENTIFIC.

THBE SACRED HISTORY OF THE WORLD.
CUNCLUDED.

The process of creation, in the primitive construction of our earthly fabric,
has not been detailed by the [lebrew legislator. He mentions no more of its
massive composition than this short sentence t—

¢ The carth was without form, and void ; and dark.
noss was upon the face of the doep. And the Spirit
of Elohim moved upon the face of the waters.

¢ ‘The earth was without form.” I{ had therefore to be put into form. Its ma-
terial substance had been created, but had not been arranged iato any specific
formation. It was also *veid ;’ it was therefore empty; vacant of all that now
adorns is surface, or that was afterwards made within it. It had to receive and
to be replenished, both internally and externally, with all those additional and
organized things and beings, or more specific metals and minerals, which were
intended to be within it and upon it. As * darkness was upon the face Hf the
deep,” there was in its primeval state a deeper abyss—a vast obscure concavity §
and as * the Spirit of God moved upon the faco of the waters,’ its surface must
have been coveied with the aqueous fluid. Thus the first state of our earth
which is noticed to us after the general creation, is that of a dark mass, unform-
ed and void, with an abyss within, and whese surface was covéred with mov.
ing waters, but on which the Divine Spirit was operating. The effects of this
operation are not stated, but we may presume them to have been to produce
those form ative arrangements which constitute its present structure—its great
masses of rocks and strata—its geological system and construction.

At this point of time, when its specific composition was taking place, the Di-
vine command was issued for the appearance of the luminous fluid. The intro-
duction of this grand agent of the creative process is mentioned with that sublim-
ity of diction which arises from the emphatic consciousness of imperative dig-
nity :— .

y ¢« And Elohim said, ¢ Lianr ! »2,” and light was.’

It came instantaneously, pouring on and pervading the terrestrial mass ; and the
operations of this beautiful element, whose penetrating, universal, and marvel-
‘ous agencies are yet so little understood, fulfilled its authors wishes :—

¢ Elohiin saw the light, that it was good.’

The next act of the Deity wes to make a boundary, or division, between the
sffect of the visible presence or action of light, and the darkness which arises
tom its latent state or disappearance ; calling the duration of our laminous
iense of it *day,” and the time of its absence ©night.’ Their successior was
nade to constitute that portion of time which we designate by a natural day,
The evening and the morning were the first day.’ Our earthly day is that
ipace of time in which our globe turns once completely round. This section of
ime, which we subdivided into twenty-four parts, or hours,.does not depend
1pon the sun, n~~ arise from it. As it is only an eatire rotation of the oarth, it
:ould occur as we ! without a solar orb as with ene, - :

The annual circuit, or a year, which is the completed orbit of. th’ earth round.
his luminary, could not take place without a sun; but 8 day reguires the existe
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ento and revolving motion of the carth alone. This is mentioned by Moses as
beginning bofore the sun was made the centre of our astronomical system. As
this fact denotes the diurnal motion distinct from the sun, and independent of it,
it is another instance of the correctness of the Musaic account. The Girst rotation
of the earth round its own axis made the interval of the first day, and each
subsequent revolution constituted the several days which succeeded.  Our plan-
ot might cease to wera sound in this diurnal continnity, and might yet circle round
the sun in iis yearly course.  ‘I'be mioon moves in this way ubout our carth ;
for it has no rotary motion. The cause of our carth’s revolving round its axis
is quite distinct from the double and naturally counteracting forces which pro-
duce its annual orbit.  Physics have not discovered, nor can rational conjecture
assign any roason for the diurnal rotation, except the commanding will and ex-
erted power of the Divine Creator. Nor is it a mere revolution alone which
makes our day ; bat it is a revolution with that particular, chosen, specifically
assigned, and limited and yet marvellous velocity, inwhich this movement is
and ever hus been performed.  To occupy that portion of time which composes
our day, it must move precisely, and with constant and undeviating exaciness,
at the rate of about 1000 miles an hour or about 16 miles every minute ; a stu-
pendous celerity for a massy globe urarly 8000 miles in diameter ! A greater
velocity would make our day so much the shorter 5 a slower progress would as
much prolong it.  But this revolving force has been continued and has acted for
nearly 6000 years with a precision which has never varied. In all the ages of
which history has preserved any memorial, the natural day has always exhibited
every where the uniform duration ; a proof that the rolling power which actu-
ates it has never undergone any alteration or dimination, but has sill tha same
measuved and governad proportion or agency with which it was first attached to
our terrestrial habitation, |

When sofficiently arranged and consolidated, our carth was placed, with the
plancts, at those immensely distant peints and scientifically calculated intervals,
both from cach other and from the sun, which would accomplish the purposes
to be fulfitled in each. A mighty impulse was then added to each, apparently
differing in amount, which, if it had been unchecked, would have propelled
them throngh the endless expansion of the universe ; but an attractive forco
was at the sume time attached to the sun, which drew them, by a mysteriouns
gravitating tendency, down to his centre. A marvellous adaptation was then skil-
fully and most exactly setiled between these counteracting forces, and acrording
to their individual diversities; by which, while the attraction of gravitation was
made by an invariable law 1o be ever equal 1o the masses of cach planet, the
centrifugal or projectile impulsion, v isely proportioned in every one to that
attraction, was given to each planet: so that in uo one it should exceed the so-
lar attraction, and yet that it should be always sufficient to prevent that com-
mandiag power from pulling any one out of its appainted orb*t down to the ab-
sording centre, Oa this nicely balanced adjustment of 1wo most mighty' and
ever struggling and opposite forces, all the movements of our planetary system
aie.daily proceeding, ever on the verge of the most destructive danger, by ei-
ther energy mastering the other 5 and yet such powertul and vigilant saperinten-
dence is constantly governing both, that tius perilous contest has continned
neariy 6000 years without the balance varying in the slightest degrce. The.
most scientific harmony continues to regulate them with unabated constancy and
unrelaxing exactitude—ceascless battle with as unceasing equalization of force
and energy ; the most miraculous activity with the most steady maintenanca of
undeviating order. Nothing but the Divine wisdom could have composed such
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a finely-bulanced system of tremendaus furces nothing but the Divine powor could
command them, or perpetuate their indispensible equality 3 and nothing but the
Divine will can dissolve what it is upholiing. We may again repeut, on high
buman suthority, that it is impossible that this can be the meaningloss result of
unmeaning chance ; for itis Lo Place who bas said, * One of the most remark-
able phenomena of the solur system is the rigourous equality which is observed
to suhsist between the anenlar motions of rotation and revolution of each satel-
litee It s InpingTy ro Uniey that this s not the effect of hazard,'”

er—

CONDUCTION AND VELOCITY OF SOUND.

Arr is the ordisary but not the only conductor of soind,  In a porfect vacuum
no sound would be produced, and it has beea found by e.poriment, that in propor.
tion to the rarcfaction of the air, sound becomes less audible.  We might there-
fore expect that as we rise from the surface of the earth, svund would be less
powerlul, und tns res-tit has been frequently noticed. 4

Saussure states, that u pistol fired on the summit of Mouat Blane, made less
noise thau would have been produced by the report of a small cracker at the level
of the sea. The diminution of the intensity of sound in mountainous regions is
a well-ascertained fact, but has not been attributed to its proper cause. The pe-
culiar silence has been sometimes thought to arise from the solitary character of
the district, and the absence of animal life, but there is ovidently a physical reason
for the phenomeunon,

But although rarified air is a bad conductor of sound, our atmosphere is capa-
ble of trausmitting it at a height far beyond that which can be attained by man.
‘The great meteor of 1719 was sixty.nine miles above the surfice of the earth
when it exploded, but the report was like that of a large cannon., The meuteor
of 1783, which was half a mile iu diameter, and moved at a rate of twenty miles
ina secoud, was at an clevation of fifty miles when it exploded, producing a dis.
tinet rumbling sound.

But air is not the only conductor of sound ; many of th:e elastic fluids possess
the same property, some in a greater and some in a less degree. Priestley, Pe.
rolle, and Lesslie, have made experiments upon the intensity of sound in the
gases.  This subject, however, has not received an adequate degree of attention.
In hydrogen gas the sound is scarcely louder than in vacuo; in oxygen and ni.
trous gas, the sound is greater than in atmospheric air ; in carbonic acid, less.

Fluids are conductors of sound. ‘That water has this property is certain, for
fishes hear, aud divers have an accute sensation of any motion around them, as
also of the sounds produced in the air above, although they are enfeebled by theiy
passage into a new medium.

. All elastic solid bodies, such as glass, steel, and the metallic alloys, are good
conductora of sound. It is however necessary, for the transference of sound, that
the conducting body should be homogeneous, or the sound is interrupted, and the
same happens if the parts be imperfectly joined. If we take a glass and fill it
with any efferveszing liquod, no clear or distinct sound can be produced while the
effervescence continues, because the air bubbles create an irregular density, For
the same reason sound is more readily propagated at night than during thé day,
for_there are fewer currents of cold and heated air. S

Sound is not instantaneously conveyed from the"sounding body to the ear.—

Every one-must have noticed that the flash of a cannon is seen before the-report
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s heard, and the lightning precedes the thunder. ‘The report of the meteor of
1783 is said to have been heard at Windsor Castle, ten minutes after the disap.
pearance of the meteor itself. It is therclore evident that sound is ot isstanta-
neously conveyed from one place to another,

Many efforts have been mude to determine the velocity of sound. The early
experimenters upon the subject are generally ackowledged to be inuccurate, chiefly
from not considering the intluence of the wind. It is evident, that sound must ba
transmitted with a less velocity when the wind is,blowing in a contrary direction
to that in which it is heard, than when they are both moving in the same direc-
tion. In the experiments that were first made, this was not considered ; but in
those which have been more receatly performed, a time has heen chosen when the
air was at rest, orthe velocity of souad has been measured in a direction at right
angles to the wind. It has also been ascertained, that the temperature of the air
has an influence upon the velocity of souud, and it is necessary that it should be
accurately observed. There is, however, a circumstance more likely to be pro-
ductive of error than either of those we have mentioned, and that is the difficuity
of obtaining an exact measure of the interval of time between the sight of a flash
and the hearing of a sound.

‘ The most accurate experiments that have beean made are those of Mall and
Vanbeck, and those of the French academicians, both of which were made in the
year 1822. In the experiments of the Dutch philosophers,a clock was used to
measure the interval of time between the occurrence of the flash and the sound.
This clock was so constructed, that its index could he at any time stopped without
stopping the clock itself; and with it time counld be measured to 1.100th of a se.
cond. The French used a watch of very ingenious construction. It was fur.
nished with two hands like a common time-picce, but one of'these performed a re.
volution every second, and was furnished with a dotting pen supplied with prin-
ters’ ink ; so that being made to touch the dial-plate, which it could do without
stopping, animpression was left which might be read off at leisure. By these
€xperiments it was ascertained, that when air is dry, and at the {reezing temper-
ature, it will conduct sound at the rate of 1090 fect in a second.

Some remarkable facts have beea recorded by philosophers and travellers, con-
éerning the distance at which sounds may sometimes be heard. It is stated by
Lieutenant Foster, that he has held a conversation with a man across the harbour
of Port Bowen, in the North Seas, a distance of one mile and a quarter. We are
informed that the human voice may often be heard across the Straits of Gibraltar ;
and Dereham asserts that he has heard, at the distance of one hundred and twenty
miles, the report of the guns of Carlscroon. But the most remarkable instance
of the conduction of sound over a large space, is that mentioned by Sir Stamford
Raffles. Itis reported by that lamented philosopher and naturalist, that the erup.
tion of Tombozo, in Sambaws, in 1816, was heard at Sumatra, nine hundred and
seventy miles distant, a circumstance probably atiributable to a peculiar state of
the atmosphere, as well as the extreme violence of the eruption.—Weekly Visitor.

THE INFINITE DIVISIBILITY OF MATTER.

Ir isa fact peevliarly ecalculated to humble the pride of man to show th
Jimited circle of his knowledge, that the most minute atom contains wonders
that are far beyond his comprehension, and defy all his efforts to fathom an
explain. 'We need not look abroad into the field of nature, or contemplate th
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more stupendous works of God, to trace the perfections of his character. If wo
fix our eyes on a single grain of vand, and think of all that is coanected with it,
we shall behold enough-to overwhelm our minds, and Jead us to the conclusion,
that the most insigniticant, as well as the more noble objects, of the creation,
exhibit the infinity of his skill, and show forth his praise.

« What is there in the smallest particle of matter 7’ mauy readers will inquire
#that is so inexplicable and wondcrful 17

Inreply, we shall notice ouly vne quality it possesses. Every grain of matter
is capable of being divided and subdivided to an infinite extent. A few divisi.
ons would of course, reduce it far beyond tho cogunizance of our senses, but it
admits of substantial and unanswerable proof, that when reduced to the most
minute point the imagination can reach, it still possesses the capacity of a bound-
less number of subdivisions.

This statement, apparently incredible, is so simply and intelligibly proved by
Dr. Watts, that it is presumed there 1s not a reader of this paper that cannot
follow with perfect ease, the train of rcusoning he pursues.

“ First, it is certain, that if matter be not infinitely divisible, then there is,
or may be, so small a part of matter, as cannot be divided further; now take
this supposad smallest part, this funcied atom, and put it between the points of
a pair of compasses, made of stiff and inflexible matter; it is evident that the
legs of the compass, in less and less degrees, will be divided asunder quite to
the contre, and {rom the poing to the centre, there is room for still less and less
pieces of mailer to be put betwcen the legs. Therefore that very supposed atom
may be counceived to be divided into less parts,and consequently was not indivisible;

“ Secondly, if there he auy indivisible part of matter, the shape of it must be
spherical, or a perfect globe ; wherein every part .of the gurface is equally distant
from the eentre ; for if you suppose it of any other shape, then some part of it
will be further from the centre than other parts, and all these longer parts may
be shortened or parted off; till every part be equally short, or equally distant
from the centre ; that is, till it be reduced to a globe. Now, from the centre of
this little globe to the surface, the parts of it are but half so long as from any
part of the surface to its opposite part; and therefore, this globe may be still
divided into two hemispheres or semicircles, which are not the smallest parts
of matter that canbe, because they are not of a spherical figure, as in the begin.
ning of the argument. And then, by a repetition of the same reasoning, those
little semicircles, or half.globes, may be again reduced by paring off the farthest
parts from the centre, and there is no end of these divisions ; therefore matter
18 not indivisible.”

The reflections which the same writer draws from thisinteresting subject, are
asexcellent aud wise, as the reasoning 1s obvious and conclusive, .

“ Go now,” he proceeds, “vain man, and find fault with any part of the
creation of God, and play the foolish critic on His works of provideuce : go, and
censure the justice of his coaduct towards Adam orany of his children; or
blame the wisdom of his institutions in the dispensations of his grace : monstrous
arrogance, and proud impiety ! Rathergo first, and learn what an atem is, or
the meanest part of the dust of this vast creation which God has made. It has
something of infinity in it ; it confoundsthee in perplexing darkness, and reaches
far beyond the little stretch of thy boasted powers of reasoninz. Be dumbin
silence, O vain creature! at the foot of this infinite and eternal Being, nor
pretend to measure his steps, to censure his motions, or to direct his' conduct,
tilithou art better able to give an account of the dust which he has put under tha
feet of the meanest of his slaves.” 3. W. 8,
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ON THE RELATIVE PROPORTIONS OF THE ELEMENTARY FORMS
O BODIES,

_ It has been minutely ascertained, withia the last twenty years, by an almost
infinite variety of nccurate and well.defined experiments by Higaring, Dalton, Gay,
Lussac, and Davy, that the conbination acd separations of all simple bodies are
conducted in a definite and invariable ratio of rclative weight or measure ; as that
of one part to one part, one part to two parts,. o=¢ to three, one to four 3 and,
consequently, that every change in the compou:d thus produccd, whether of addi-
tion or diminution, is a precise mutiple or division of such ratiz; or, in other
words, that the difercat elementary bodies which euter isto such ¢ mpouuds can
never unite or separate, never lay hold of or let go cach other, inany other pro.

poritons.

Let us excmplify this remark by a familiar instance or two. Tt iy now well
known to every one that the calxes, oxides, or, as they are ofteu cilled, rusts,
of metals, cousist of a certain portion of oxyvgen with a certain portion of the
metal, which is thus converted iuto a calx oroxide. It is also known in the pre.
‘sent day to most persons, that the greater number of metals are possessed of two
or more kinds of oxides, produced by a union of different proportions of the oxy-.
gen and the metal, and often distinguishable even by their colour; as minium, or
red lead, and ceruse, or white lead, which are equully oxides of the metal whose
name they bear. Now, in whatever proportion the oxygen uuites with the
metal to produce an oxide of one kind, it invariably unites by a maltiple or divi-
sor of the same proportion to produce cverv kind of oxide belo~ging to the same
metal. Thus we have discovered not less than’four difierent oxides of antimony
in different parts of the world: the lowest or simplest of them, contains four and

. a half parts of oxygen to one huadred parts of metal ; the next simplest contains
cighteen parts of oxygen to onc hundred parts of metal, which is four times four
‘and a half; the third oxide cousists of tweaty.seven parts of oxygen to oue hun-
dred parts of metal, which is six times four and a half; and the fourth oxide,
thirty-six parts of oxygen to the one hundred parts of wetal, which is eight times
four and a half.  So, tin, which possesses three discovered oxides, has for its
Jowest the proportion of seven parts of oxygen to one hundred parts of metal ;
for its second oxide, fourtcen parts of oxygen to one hundred parts of netal,
which is twice seven ; and, for its highest, twenty-one parts of oxygen to one
hundred parts of metal, which is threc timesseven. I have given the propor-
tions in round numbers, but if I were to use the fractions that belong to thgm,
the comparative results would be precisely the same. Now can we possibly
combine these substances in any other proportions so as to produce oxides ; for
the corpuscles of which they consist will not lay hold of or let go each other in
any other ratios. And it is not the least important part of this discovery, that
not onlv in the union or separation of simple substances, but in all wel! known
and more complicated'compounds, so far as the experimental series has been car.
ried, the elementary bodies which enter into them exhibit proportions equally de-
finite and invariable ; thus affording another proof of close connexion between
the phenomena of nature and the occasional developement of revelation ; the phi-
losopher beholding now, as the prophet beheld formerly, that the Almighty Archi-
tect has literally adjusted every thing by weight and measure ; Athat 'he has
.mensured the waters and meted out the h_eavens, aqcumtely_corgrrehended the
dust of the carth, weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in @ balance.—
G ood's Book of Nature.
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ON THE ORGANS OF VOICE IN BIRDS.

Frox the monototioua scream of the eagle, to the rich and varied modulations
of the nightingale, the feathered race possesses an almost infinite variety of tones
and qualities of voice, each species being distinguished by a note peculiar to
itsolf.  All birds are by no means musical ; 1t is only to certain tribes that the
voice of melody is given; a voice capable of rapid inflextious, and full of hars
mony, is not given to the rapacious tyrauts of the air, that pounce upon their
trembling quarry ; it isnot given to the birds that scream, end play, and dive
among the billows of the ocean; nor tothe wild swan and the host of water-
birds that make the marsh or the dark morass their home ; nor yet to the galli-
paceous birds, which are valuablc to man for their flesh; but to a multitude of
smaller birds, thetenants of woodlands and groves, where a thousand voices in
mingled bariony swell nature’s hymn of praise.  The thrush, the blackbird, the
woodlark, the skylark, the nightingale, the linnet, and many more belonging
to two great families, the silvade and the fringiliade, form our chorus of fea.
thercd warblers.

Each of these songsters, however, possesses its own peculiar music, a scale
of notes, and a character of modulation peculiar to itself ; and it will not be
devoid of interest to inquire into the stricture of the organ or apparatus by which
sounds and intonutions so dissimilar are produced. This organ we shall find
characterized by the utmost simplicity, insomuch that we are surprised at the
results of a contrivance apparentiy so little caleulated to preduce 1he variations
and powers of voice with which we are familiar.  But, indeed the same may be
observed respecting the human voice, of which the organ simply in the extreme
produces the most extrasrdinary variety and richness of tones (capable too of
progressive improvement), by slight variations of muscular action, apparently too
trivialto cxercise that degree of influence which we kuow they do.

Both in mammalia and in birds we look to the trachea or w'ndpipe, as the
organ of voice. In man, and the mammalia generally, the differert intonations
are produced by the tension or relaxation of two chords, termed chorde vocales
stretched across the superior or laryngeal aperture called rima glottidis. In
birds there are no chorde vacales, and the iutonations are produced by the lengthen-
ing or shortning of the laryngeal tube itself, through which the air vibratcs. Hence
in man the organs of voice have been said to bear an andlogy to an ®olian harp,
in birds to & wind instrumeat, such as the French horn, where the notes upon
a low key are produced by the affisture of additional circles of tube; and the
cxtent of the aperture is regulated by the hand, in the preduction of various
toues. M.

CREATION WORTHY OF OUR STUDY.

CrearioN was Adam’s library ; God bade him read the interestiog volumes of
bhis works, which were designed to make known the Divine character. To gra-
tify curiosity only, in the study of the creatures, is to lose sight of their end in
relation to man. I would have my dear children see God in every thing, 1t is
not merely a transitory emotion I wish to raise in their minds, but a habit of re.
ferring, in all they see, to their Maker with delight and reverence. I will never
consent to shut God out of his own universe, or to divorce science and re)iii:m,

‘which he has joined together, to dwell with each other in urity and love— gh
Richmond. : .
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MISCELLANEOUS.

A TURN FOR BUSINESS.

Nzxr to a thorough grounding in good principles, perhaps the thing most
essential to success in life is a habit of communicating easily with the world. By
entering readily into conversation with others, we not ouly acquire iuformation
by being admitted to the stores which men of various modes of thinking have
amassed, and thereby gain an insight iuto the peculiarities of human character,
but those persons, to whose society we may be accidentally thrown are gratified
to think that they have been able to afford instruction, Sceing that we appreciale
their favourite subject, they coneeive a high opinion of our penetration, and not
unfrequently exert themsclves wonderfully to promote our interests. Men in
business, particularly, who have this happy turn of being able to slide asit were
into discourse, and to throw it into that train which is best suited to the capacities
and humours of others, are wonderfully indebted to it for the run of customers it
entices to their shops. A stately, giave, or svlemn manner, is very irappro-
priate in measuring stuffs by the yard ; and though a man be p..netrated by the
deepest sense of gratitude, if his bow be stiff, and his countenance not of a re-
laxing cast, he makes not balf so faveurable an impression as anether who may
not perhaps be a more deserving person in the main, but has a more grace ful
method of acknowledging his obligations. It is astoni: hing, too, at how cheap
a rate good will is to be purchased. An insinuating way of tesiifying satisfac-
tion with the pleasantuess of the weather, is often a very effectual way of ex.
tending popularity ; it is regarded as an act of condescension when addressed
to.some, while with others it is reccived as the iudication of a bappy tempera-
ment, which is at all times attractive. A peison who * has little tosay,” orin
other words,” who does not deign to open his mouth excep: when it is indispen-
sably necessary, never proves generaliy acceptable.  You will heas such a one
described as **a very guod sort of man 2 his way ;" but people rather aveid him.
He has ncither the talentof conversing in an amusing vein hinself, nor of lead-
ing others 10 do 50 ; and they are only the arrantest babblers who are contented
with an inanimate listener. I remember a striking example of the various for-
tune of two personsin the same profession who happened 10 be of those differeat
dispositions.

Two pedlurs made their rouads in the same districts of countty. The one
as a tall, thin man, with a swarthy complexivn. Nothiag could exceed this fel-
Jow’s anxicty to obtain customers ; his whole powers seemed to be directed to
the means of disposing of his wares. He no sooner arrived at a farm-house
than ae broached the subject nearest to his heart—* Any thing in my line
to-day 1" He entered into a most unqualified eulgium of their cxcellency ;
they were all unequalled in fineness ; he could sell them for what might’ be
said to be absolutely nothing ; and as for lasting, why, to take his word for it,
they would last for cver. . He chose the table where the light was mostadvan-
tageous, proceeded immediately to undo the labyrinth of cord with which his
goods were secured, and took the utmost pains to exhibit the whole glories to
the eyes of the admiring rustics.  1f the farmer endeavoured to elicit from him
-some informatien concerning the state of the crops in the places where he had
been travelling, he could only afford a. brief and unsatisfactory answer, but
was.sure to tack to the tail of it the recommendation of some piece of west of
Eagland cloth which he held in his hand rcady displayed.~ Nay, if the hospi-
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twlity of the gondwife made him an offer of refreshment before he entered upon
business, he most magnanimously, but unpedlar-like, resisted the temptation to
eat, animated by the still strongcr desire to sell.  There was no possibility of
withdrowing him for a moment from his darling topic. To the master he said,
« Won't you buy a coat ’—to the mistress, * Won’t you buy a shawl1"—1o0
the servant girls, ** Won’t you buy a gown a-piece I’ and he earnestly urged
tha cowherd to purchase a pair of garters, regardless of the notorious fact that
the ragged urchin wore no stockings. But all his efforts were ineffectual 5 even
his gaudiest ribhons could not melt the money out of a single female beart ; and
his vinegar aspect grew yet more meagre us he restored each article untouched
to its package,

The rival of this unsuccessful solicitor of custom was a short, squat man,
fair-haired and ruddy. He camo in with a hearty salutation, and set down his
pick in some coiner, where, as he expressed hinself, it might be * out of the
way.” He then immediately abandoned himself to the full current of conversa~
tion, and gave a detail of every particular of news that was within his know-
ledge. He could tell the farmer every thing that he desired to know—what
pumber of corn-stacks appeared in the barn-yards wherever he had been, and
what quantity of grain still remained uncut or in shock, and he took time toen-
umerate the whole distinctly. He was squally well prepared in other depart-
ments of intelligence, and so fuscinating was his gossip, that when the duties
of any member of the family calle’d them out of hearing, they wcre apt to linger
so long that the goodwife declared he was * a perfect offput to a’ wark.” This,
however, wis not meant to make him abate of his talkative bumour; and
neither did he ; the whole budget was emptied first, and he received in turn the
narratives of all and sundry. Then came the proposal from some of those
whom le had gratified with his news, to *“look what was in the packet.” The
goods were accordingly lugged from their place of concealment, and every one’s
hand was ready to pick out some necessary or some coveted piece of merchandise.
The master discovered that as he would be needing a suit ere long, it was well
to take it now. The mistress” was just waiting for Thomas coming round to
supply herself with a variety of articles, * for,” quath she, ** mony things are
needit in a house.” The servants exhorted each other to think whether they did
not require something, for it was impossible to say when another apportuaity
of getting it might occur. The ellwand was forthwith put into dilizent requisi.
tion, the scissors snipt a little bit of the selvage, and an adroit **screed ™ separa-
ted the various cloths from the rapidly diminished webs. The corners of
many chests gave up t.  arefully horded gains, with which cheip remnants were
triumphantly secured. In the midst of this transfer of finery, the poor herd boy
looked on with a countenance so woefully expressive of the fact that he had
not a farthing to spend, that some one took compassion on him, and, baving
laid outa trifling sum, had the satisfaction of making him perfecily happy with
the equivalent, flinging it into his unexpectant armsand exclaiming, ** Here,
callaat, there’s something for you !” What a multiplicity of pleasing emotions
had this trader the tact of calling into exercise;all of ‘them red..ndiiig tenfold
to his own preper advantage! It was impossible to say whethc: he culiivated
his powers of talk from forethought, asknowing that they would produce a crisis
favourable to his own interests, or if he indulged in them because gossiping was
congenial to his own disposition. He had a sharp eye anough to what is called
the main chance ; butat the same time he did not possess that degres of intelloce
tual depth, which we might expect to Sud in one whe could "calculate upen
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exciting the purchasing of propensities by a method so indirect. Most probably
therefore, his success in business was more the result of an accidental cast of
mind than of wisdom prepense, or any aptitude beyond commnion for the artsof
traflic, as considered by themselves.

Such, also, in most cuses, is that talent which gets the name of ‘*a fine turn
for business.” The possessor exerts his powers of pleasing, aliko when engaged
in the concerns of his profession, and in socicty when there is no object to
serve but that of passing timc agrceably. His engaging address is productive of
commercial advantages, but it is not a thing acquired and brought into exercise
solely for that end. Some people, no doubt, fiading themselves to have a
prepossessing manner, do employ it systematically to promote their views of
business ; but by far the greater number employ it because they have it, and
without reference to the pecuniary profit that may accrue. The pecuniary
profit, however, follows not the less as its consequences; and we have the
satisfaction of seeing urbanity of manners almost uniformly rewarded by attain-
ing t0 easy circumstances, while the man of a grufl’ unsocial humour has usually
to maintain a hard stroggle with foriune. The mere packing of knowledge,
into the heads of children is not the only thing required to ensure their future
respectability and happiness—the qualities of the heart also demarnd the:fostering
care of the instructor; and since so much depends on their temper and behaviour
to those around them, parents cannot be tvo assiduous in the cultivation of
affability, the possession of which virtue is the grand secret that confers “a
fine turn for business.”

MILTON’S VIEW OF THE MIND OF LONDON.

Behold now this vast city ; the shop of war hath not there more anvils and
hammers working, to fashion out the plates and instruments of armed justice in
defence of beleaguered truth, than there be pens and heads there, sitting by
their studious lamps, musing, searching, revolving new notions and ideas
wherewith to present us with their homage and fealty, the approaching reforma-
tion : others as fast reading, trying all things, assenting to the force of reason
and convincement. What could a man require more from a nation so pliant
and so prone to seck afier knowledge 7 What wants there to such a towaidly
and pregnaat soil, but wise and fiithful labourers, to make a knowing people a
nation of prophets, of sages, and of worthies? We reckon not more than five
months yet to harvest ; there need not be five weeks had we but eyes to lift
up ;—the fizlds are white already, Where there is much desire to learn, there
of necessity will be much arguing, much writing, many epinions ; for opinion in
good men is but knowledge in the making. A liule generous prudence, a lit-
tle forbearance of one another, and some grain of charity, might win all these
diligencies to join and unite in one gencral and brotherly search after truth. I
doubt not, if some great and worthy stranger should come among us, wise to
discern the mould and temper of a people, and how to govern it, observing the
high hopes and aims, the diligent alacrity of our extending thoughts and reason-
ings, but that he would cry out, as Pyrrhus did, admiring the Roman docility
and courage, * If such were my Epirots, I would not despair the greatest de-
sign that could be attempted to make a church or kingdom happy.”—Speech
for the Liberty of Unliccnsed Printing.



THE iYOUTI’S MONITOR. 5%

e B A i o N S

THE INDIANS ‘OF CALIFORNIA,

The Indians of Culifurnia may, without injustice, be classed lower in the
scale of maunkind even than the Esquimaux.  Equally inanimate and filkhy in
tabit, they do not possess.that ingenuity and perseverance which their northern
neighbours can boast; sullen and luzy, they ouly rouse lemselves when pressed
by waunt ; and in the setdements of the missionm‘xeg, called Missions, where the
cravings of hunger and thiist are satisfied, coercion aloge gouds them un to
labour. . .

The men are large but not muscular, nor of a manly appearance ; their com-
plexion is very dark, und their features partake of the negro cast ; the buir is
long but not coarse.  The women are ulso lurge, their linbs and features regu-
lar, but not handsome : they peiform all the household work, and are quite
slaves to the other sex. Doth sexes tattoo, but without any regular design in
the marks on the skin ; they peiforate the lubes of the ears, and wear in them
pieces of wood four to six iuches in length, ornamented with feathers ; their
head-dresses and wajst-belis are adorned with decorated wood and pieces of t-one,
tceth of animals, und mother-of-pearl. They use no pottery, or earthenware,
bat work baskets so closcly as to contain fluids. Bows and airows are their on-
ly weapens ;—they are of fir, and slightly made ; but to give toughness 1o the
bow, which is about three feet in length, the back part of it is strengthened with
a glutinous composition of deer sinews. The arrows aro about the same length,
very slender, and armed at the poiats with small pieces of flint jagged at the
edges. .

‘The use of the temiscal, or vapour-batl, of which they are passionately fond
is peculiar in this part of North America. It consists of o structure of mad, theo
floor of which is sunk from four to five feet below the surfice of the earth, of a
circular form, about fiftcen or eighten feet in diameter. Besides the entrance,
which is provided with 1 short passage to check the too ready admission of the
cxternal air, there is a small orifice in the top to allow the escape of the smoke
from a fire kindled in ths centre of the temiscal, Around this fire and with their
feet towards it, the Indians lie wrapped in their thick woollen blankets and con-
tinue so till the whole frame is reduced to a nervous debility by excessive per-
spiration : in this state they quit their warm retreat, and plunge themselves into
a’st;‘egm of cold water, near which they are careful always to place their tem-
iscal: : -

The Indians pay their adorations to an evil spirit, who is supposed to presid
over every thing, and whose displeasure they wish to avert by worship. This
spirit is believed to be supreme, and unassisted in his office by any inferior
agents. They have a full conviction of a future existenee, and expect 1o enjoy
happiness after this life in some delightful island in the sky, which happidess
cousists in sensual gratification, Immediately after the breath has left the body,
the corpse is burned without removing it from the spot § and, as their huts are
uot of laborious siructure, they share i the conflagration. o

The number of perty tribes is almost countless ; and, whatis singular, almost
every tribe speak: language, or perhaps dialect, which is not understood by
the rest.  Some d. .ects have the harsh sound of the Esquimaux, the words ge-
nerally terminating in ak, ik, uk; while others are soft and full of vowels.

Their huts are formed of stakes driven into the ground, generally circular,
and thatched with straw ; facility of construction being desirable, on account of
the tribes frequeatly chaanging their stations, From the vermin which abound in
these rude dwellings, it becomes necessary to fire them occasionally. Although
the country is overrun with horses, the Indians make no use of them.
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BRITAIN,

According to Aristotle, was the name which the Romans gave to modérn En.
gland and Scotland. This appellation is, perhaps, detived from the old word
brit, party-coloured, it having been customary with the inhabitants to paimt their
bodies with various colours. According to the testimony of Pliny and Aristoile,
the istand in the remotest times also bore the name of Albion. 'The sea, §
whfch B. is surrounded, was generally called the Western, the Atlantic, or
the Hesperian ocean. Until the time of Casar, B. was 1otally unknown to the
Romans. But the Pheenicinns, Greeks and Carthaginians, especially the first,
were acquainted with it from the earliest period, being accustomed to obtain tin
there. On this account, they called it Tin island, as Herodutus informs us.
Casar undertook two expediticns to B. He defeated the inhubitants, whom he
found entirely savage, and continued a short time on the island. It was not,
~ however, until the time of Claudius, that the Romans gained a firm footing there.
At that period, they extended their possessions in the country, aund called the
territory under their dominion Britannia Romana. ‘The most important acqui-
sitions were afterwards made under Adrian and Constantine. At lust the in-
babitants assumed the manners of their conquerors. The country was very po-
pulaus in the time of Casar, and, according te the testimon%‘of Tacitus, fertite.
It was divided into Britannia Romana and B. Barbara. he Romans, from
the time of Adrian, anxiously endeavoured to secure tho former against tt.e in-
vasions of the barbarians, by a wall or rampart of earth fortified with turrets and
bulwarks. Lollius Urbicus, in the reign of Antonius, extended this wall ; but
Septimus Severus restored its former limits. In his time the Roman province
was devided into the eastern (prima, or inferior) and the western part (secunda,
or superior.) Two provinces were added by Constantine. The inlabitants of
ancient B. derived their origin partly from an original colony of Celiae, parily
from a body of Gauls and Germans. The Celiic colonists, or the Britons, pro-
perly so called, living in the interior of the country, had less intercourse with
foreign merchants than the Gauls, who lived along the cousts. They are there-
fore represented by the Romans as less civilized. The Gallic inhabitants whe
had settled near the sea-coast, possessed some property, and were' therefore
more easily intimidated than those tribes that were dispersed through the forests.
None of them cultivated the ground : they all lived by raisicg catile and hunt-
ing. Their dress consisted of skins. Their habitations were hyts made of
wicker-work and covered with rushes. Their Priests, the Druids, together
with the sacred women, exercised a kind of authority over them.— Ency, Anier.

PraseveraNcE.—There was no feature more remarkable in Timour (the
* great Asiatic conqueror, commonly kgown by the name of "Tamerlane) than his
extraordipary perseverance, No difficulties ever ied him to recede from what
he bad once nndertaken ; and he often persisted in his efforts under cireumstan-
ces which led all aronnd him to despair. On such occasions he used to relate to
his friends an ane¢dote of his early life. *1 onoce,” he said, “was forced to take
shelter from my enemices in a ruined building, wherel sat alone mgny hours.—
_Desiring to divert my mind from my hopeless condition, I fixed my eyes on an ant
that was carrying a grain of corn larger than itself up a high wall. Inumbered
the efforts it made to accomplish this object. The grain fell sixty.nine timpsio
the ground ; but the ingectpersevered, and the seventieth time it reached the'top.
c’l;lhu’ ight gave.me conrage at the momeat, and I pever forgot theiflqssqn.'-‘-i-’Mng-

” (] . - . .
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SUMMARY OF NEWS.

. Jrovefgn. .

The offer of mediation that the King of Great Britain recently made to the
French and American Governments has been accopted by both, and the rupture
that was daily expected to take place has, by this timely interference of the
British King, been averted, and it is expected that the indemnity will be paid to
the United States by the French government forthwith.

Peter Ritner, Esquire, and Joseph Lay, of Pennsylvania, have discovered the
art of smelting iron ore with mineral coal. Iinmeuse sums have been by others
expended in vain, to discover this important secret ; which has enabled the Eng.
lish to furnish us with their iron, even at a duty of §30 a ton.—Am. paper.

A ship hasarrived in England from Chili, haviog on board for government the
greatest amount in specie ever conveyed in a merchant vessel, namely, 50,000
dollars, and ten tous of: gold, amountiug in all to §,620,000 dollars.

Acoounts from St. Johas, (N. F.) to the 18th December, represents the Small
Pox, -as ragiong there to a fearful extent. Upwards of 2000 cases- had occurred,
and 509 individuals had been swept away by it to the tomb, .

A bill for the abolition of the slave trade has been presented in the Spanish
House of Peers, by the ministry.

The Viceroy of Egypt has issued a decree, prohibiting the exportation o fanti.
quities; all discoveries are to be made over to the governmeut, for the foundation -
of a national museum at Cairo. .

A new city to bear the name of Jackson, which is intended to rival the fame of
Washington has been projected, to be located at the south terminationof the Po.
tomac bridge, near Washington, The corner stone was laid on Friday the 8th,
with appropriate cercmonies, at which the President officiated.

The immense building in Mulbery-street, (New York) called the ¢ Methodist
Book Concertt,”" was discovered to be on fire about four o’clock on Thursday
morning, 18th ultimo, and is now a heap of ruius; the loss is not less than 200,
000 dollars, a small partion anly of which-: is ensured—we believe ten thousand
dollars, on Bowsry office. Previous to the late disastrous fire in this city, the
agents had eighty thousand dellars insured in the several offices. The building
occupied an entire square of one hundred feet and has been built but a shart
time. By.this disaster, some two hundred persons are thrown out of employ,
besides the great loss the Methodist church will sustain. :

Tre Seumwore War.—Capt. Sawyer of the schooner Atlantic, frrm Tampa
Bay, reports, thaton the 22d Dacember, {wo companies of the Uned: States
troops, consisting’ of 112 men, under commeand of Major Dade were met fifty
miles from Fort Brock by a body of Seminole Indians supposed to be, 1000-sirang,
when the advanced: gnard of the troops, under the command of Captain Fraser,
were.shot dead at the first fire—no one escaping. The Indians, then rushed on
the. main: body, and tomahawked all but three men. who escaped. by flight —New
Orleans Bulletin, Jan. 11. ) t

An engagement has taken - place in the neighbourhood of: Fort King, between
the forces commanded by Colonel Clinch and about 600 Indians, whites and ne.
groes. The latter were repulsed leaving about 60. dead on the fieJd. The chief
18.among the slain. - The loss on the part of thie United States troopsis sulpposed
ta- boanggt ‘ten,. among, whom are several officers,—Baton Rouge, (Florida,)
January 23. S
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Domestic.

His Excellency Sir Francis B. Head has been p'l—éased to appoint John H.
Duna, Robert Baldwin, and John Rolph, Esquires, Members of the Executive
Cotneil unui Ilis Majesty’s pleasure shall be kuown. .

. Hid Excellency has been further pleased ta ayipoint John Simeoe Macdulay,
Esquire, Surveyor General of this Province, vice S. P. Hurd, Esq. resigred. M,
Macaulay has since tendered his resignation, which his Fxcellency has accepted.

Prosperity of the Toun of Hamilton.—The populatiou of this tottn when
taken by the town Assessor in 1884, was 2101, and when tuken in May the year
following 1t was 2690, showing an increase of 500. The population iz now pro.
bably about 8000, The censusin 1833, as taken by the township Assessor, was
about 1460. The amount of the town revenue in 1834 was, including the polico
taxes, £270, and the expenditures nearly the same.  The amount of the town re.
venue in 1835 is, including the police taxes, £430, or thereabonts, shewing a very
great increase in the wealth and prosperity of this town. It is probuble more
buildings will be put up the cnsuing summer than has ever before been put up in
thistown. Several of our most opulent merchants arc making preparations to
ercct Jarge brick buildings in King Street.  The contractors are taking advintage
of the sleighing, by removing the old frames of houses to clear the lots for more
permanent buildings.— Ezpress. -

A dreadful murder was committed near Cornwall on the 4th ult.  Colonel
Albert French was waylaid near his own door, by two men, and murdered. An
inquest was held on the body the same night, by Dr Wyllie, but owing to the ab-
sence of some of the principal witnesses, the investigation was adjourned until the
following day, when a verdict of wilful murder wasreturned agaiust Samuel Ken.
ny, now in custody, and a man and woman unknown, who fled afier the murder
was perpetrated.  The Sheriff and a large party are in pursuit of the other crimi.
nals.—Montreal Gazelte.

Ordination.—The Brockville Presbytery, on the 1st ult. ordained the Rev,
John Dickey, of Young, probationer under their care, to the pastoral charge of
the United Congregation of Williamsburg and Matilda. The services were com.
menced by the Rev. Joseph Anderson of South"Gower, who preached from John
21 and 16,— Feed my sheep.” The Rev. Robert Lyle, of Osnaburgh, exp]ai{l'ed
the scriptural form of Ordination. The Rev. William Smart, of Brockville;'of.
féred up the ordination prayer ; gave the right hand of fellowship and the charge
to the Rev. John Dickey ; and the Reverend Rabert Boyd, of . Prescott, gave.
the Charge to the Congregation, and concluded the services of the day.—Pres.

cott Vanguard. - A .

The Toronto Temperance Society held its Anniversary Meeting on Friday
Evening the 26th ult. in the Methodist Chapel, Newgate Street, M. S. Bidwell,
Lisq. President of the Society, in the chair. The meeting was addressed by se-
veral ministers and gentlemen, and 25 names were added to the Scciety. During
the meeting, the Presicent stated, that he had great pleasure in informing the So-
ciety, that having waited upon his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, he was
pleased to sry, thathe would give his countenance and support to Temperance
Societies in this Province, and to every laudable and ressonable cxertion made by
them to abate the evils of drunkenness; which information was received by the
meefing with great applause.~—Guardian.
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'Texpsrancr Coxvexrion.—A meeting of Delegates from sevral Temper.
ance-Societies inthe Home District, took place in this ¢ity op Thursday the 25th
ult. ‘There were 33 delegates present, and the businoss of the Convention was
commeuced shortly after 12 o’clock, nonn.  Jesse Ketchum, Esq. was called to
the chair, and Mesars, Lardner Bostwick and Joseph H. Lawrenco were appointed-
Secretaries. Prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Rintoul. The Meeting was
continued by adjournments until Friday evening; and the greatest harmeny and
unanimity prevailed throughout. Secvera) resolutions wero adopted, and measures
enterod into for the promotion of temperance in this Province. Among others,
it-was retolved to publish a mouthly Temperance paper, the first number of which
is to be issued in about a week, or as s)in s the necessary arrangements can be
made... Three hundred copies were subscribed for by the delegates in behalf of
the scverdl Societies which they represented. A petition to the House of As-
sembly was.adopted and signed by the Jdulegates, praying for an- enquiry into the
causes, evils, and remedies of drunkenness.—Guardian.

i

. R peamiamn et e

The following letter was forwarded us some time since from an Indian béy
who was seat toteach a school among the Chippawas in Michigan Territory.
Oa it we shall inake no comment. The only ohject wo have in publishing it is
to acquaint our readers both old and young of the condition of these neglected
and in some instances ciuelly treated people, with a hope that it may awaken in
the breasts of all a desire to do something whereby their condition will be ame-
liorated.—Editor.

Macaxaw, Avceust 13T 1834.
DEeAR SIr,

I have once opportunity to write to vou, since I loft M, L, T was
very sick indeed, and I pray to God to make well, so T get better now, Since
Ileft M. L, , we have good mcetings among onr Indian friends. I have
not commenced my school yet. T hope I shall commence my school sometime
month of October, and I will write to you when 1 commence my; schoal.. , I
try to tell you about one the Indian what he say to us when we talk to the I&'&
dian, and one of the old man begin to speak, and he say about the sun. -, 'fhl&,
was on the 2Gth July. He say— '

There was once one Indian who live with the sun on tie West side fo¢ five
days, and the {sun said to the Indian, well, yon know your fiiends wherd you
come from. Sun says that, and the Indian 2nswers to the Sun, and the Indian
say, yes. Sun say to Indian again, well, you wear vary long hairslike devil,
becausc devils wear long hairs you must not wear long hairs. ~ Sun says that to
the Indian. Sun say again to the lIndian, lovk my head I dont wear any long
hairs except three inches on the back side of my head, Sun says that. We In-
dian say Sun is man, we must do what he command us to' do. Now- the Sun
commanded us not to wear any long hairs, now we must do what he says. The
old man say, now you see I dont wear any hair except three inches on my head.
The old man say that. And we iold the old man, sun is not man, God made’
the sum to give us light and to light all over in world. And the old'ndan dant’
believe when we talk to him. And the old man suid again, I must say what I
want to say. He say again, Sun eats fish in the sea and deers and all animals,’
moon is a woman, he eats men women and children. We told the éld man, if
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the sun would eat fish and animals there would soon be no animuls herdly.in this
wotld, becanse the sun-is largor than this world. The moon is the same.. e
said' again, the moon he eats us that makes us die, old man say that. Bat we
answer the old man, we told the old maa, buti:is not so, youwrong. When
God pleases then we die. If the moon would eat us wa would be ent ap almost by
this time  But it is nat so. Again he say, well why dont the Kings, Governor
and: Magistrate say this to whiskey makers, all of you must be hung, every one,
nat.oneito be left.  We many of us die by drinking by whiskey, then there would
be no drinking nor killing. This is last word he said. 1 wish I could.speak en-
glish more T conld tell you better plainer. When we talk to the Indian he al-
ways answer they dont believe what we told them. They call their god in Indian
nume Wa sab ka chaugh. I do not know what it means in Erglish. They. be-
lieve when we die we cannot go to heaven, When we die we go tosthe west
side whare the sun set,. Sometime they put tobacco in store that might have
long life. These are poor. Indians they worship every thimg. They drinking:
all time in their camps. I have many good meeting in the wood. God blesses
us. Remember me in your prayers, I also remember youin my prayers.—
“Fhis is all L have to say.
Your sincere friend
JOHN JOHNSON,
ALTAS
AN-NE-ME-KAH-BOWH

Lor the Youth's Monitor.
TO YOUNG PEOPLE.

Deir- Youne Frienvs,—Please to attengd to these friendly hints frem one
whio has given thifly years of his life to the business of instruction. :

Your parents and guardians have watched over your early days, and with-
great anxiety have witnessed the progress of your expandiug minds.

‘You can reward the labours of your parents and teachers by yielding the
frdita of holy living, or you can blast their prospects, and by sinful conduct bring
down their grey heads with sorrow to the grave.

If you wish to be useful and happy look to the example of him who came’
from hexven and went about on earth doing good. i

‘Take his words for the guide of your life; in the words of the poet—

# B yo to others kind and true,
As you'd have others be to you;
And neituer do nor say to men
Whate'er you would not take again.”

Shonld you regard the rule you will be useful in this world und happy in the.
. world to_come. N
~ Be careful to abstain from all.intoxicating drinks, and use your influence to.
cayse, others to abstain, for, by iutemperance thousands of lives and millions:
of property are destroyed every year in this empire.

I‘:{kogwiep strive to form and maintain habits of industry.; for.if you-are not:
employed in the.seryice of the Lord, you will be in great. danger of falling into
the gnare gighe dayil. It is very difficult to be idle and innocent. . .
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Early-become members of the Church of Christ ; then unite ian.supporting the
Bible, Missionary, Tract, Temperance and all societies that have for their object
the gloty of God and the good of the great family of mankind,

Be sure that you read a portion of the Bible every day, and devoutly ask for
the hely spirit to guide you in the right dischm:ge of all the duties of life. Be
very careful that all your business and transactions throughout the whole of your
life be with a wise roference to the Divine glory.

While acquiring an education be cntreated to eccupy your leisure moments in
gome useful manual labour. Each one might employ two or three hours-daily
in cultivating the soil, or in some mechanical business. The avails of this labour
would do much good, if applied to tho relief and instruction of the destitute. It
would also contribute greatly to the promotion of your health and usefulness
through life. i .

It is greatly to be desired that all the youth in our Colleges and boarding
schools-may be persuaded to adopt this plan.

That God Almighty may bless you and make you blessings to all with whom
you may be connccted is the fervent prayer of a
SINCERE FRIEND,

Torogto, February 14, 1836.
o .
TO CORRESPONDENTS,

¢ Harrorp” cannot be inserted for reasons which we choose rather to make
known to him verbally, should-he-fuvour us with an interview,

The communication of a ¢ 81ncEre Friexp” is certainly written in a friendly
style, and we hope those for whom it is intended will be benefited by it. The
duties which children owe to their parents—the habits of industry and temperance
which ought to characterise the rising community—are subjects which demand
our attention, and which cannot be too frequently recommended and urgently en-
foreed upon them, when we know they are soon to occupy the stations of those
who are about to retire from the stage of action. o .

What ¢ A Sincere Friend” says regarding the propriety of uniting “ maayal
labour” with study we unhesitutingly acquiesce in, having witnessed its effects
in schools where the students were required to labour two or three hours each
day either as mechanics or agriculturists. They by this means preserved a strong
and healthy coostitution, their mental Taculties improving in an equal ratio, while
the proceeds of labour defrayed their boarding and educational expenscs. The
establishing of similar institutions here would be of incalculable advaatage to
the poorer class of inhabitants, who, from straightened circumstances, cannot
pay: for the tuition of their children. But the question is, When wili such a
school commence, and who will be the first to make an cffort to establish one ?

The continuation of the.subject.of Grass was undesignedly omitted in “#g
proper place in this number. It shall appear in our next.

Itis the Editor’s intention to print the next and future numbers of the Monitor
with two columns in a’page.
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SELECTED FOR THE ONITOR,
'HAPPINESS.

"Tell me yo woods, yo smiling plains,
Ye blessod birds around,

In which of Nature’s wide domains
Can bliss for mun be found ?

The birds then warbled over head,

."The bicezes round me blew,

And Nawire's awfal chorus sajd—
No bliss for mau she knew.

I questioned love, whose carly ray
So rosy bright appears,

And heard the timid genius say,
His light was dimned by toears.

I questioned friendship : iriendship sigh'd,
And thus her unswer gave :

T'he few whom fortune never turned
Are withered in the grave!

- ¥-usked if vice could bliss bestow ?
Vice boasted loud and well,
But fading from her wither'd brow
‘The borrowed roses fell.

¥ sought of feeling, if her ckill
Could svothe the wounded breast,
And found Ler mourning, faint and still
For others’ woos distressed.

1 questioned virtue: virtue sighdd,
No boon could shie dispenso ;

Not virtue was her namo shecried,
But humble penitence.

1 questioned death; the grisly shade

elaxed his brow severs ;

And I am happiness,” ho said,
«If Virtue guide theo here.

-t @0

ON THE POPULAR SUPERSTITION OF FiRst]
LOVE BEING LASTING.

First love is a pretty romance,’
‘Tho? not quite so lusting as reckon'd ;
For when one awakes from its trance,
Thero's a great stock of bliss.in a second.

And o%en should the second subside,
A Jover ¢an never despair—

For the world is uncommonly wide,
And the women—uncommonly fair.

‘Then poets their raptures may tell,
Who never were put to the test,

A first ove is all very well—
But believe ine, the last love’s the best.

Bernal,

. MARRIED,
. -On the 2d ult,, by the Rev. R, Hey-
Jand, Mr,.David Frettz, to Miss Sarah
Miller, both of Fredericksburgh.

"On'the 4ih ult., by the Rev. D. Me-
Mullen, Mr. Mitchedl Neville of Er.
Hiesttown, to Miss Clara A. Shorey,
daughter of Mr. Rufus Shorey, of Fred.
ericksburgh.

On the 13th ult. by the Rev. Me.
Burnham, Mr. Joseph Cordy, to Miss
Harrictt Robson, both of St. Thomas.

On the 18th ult. at the house of Capt.
Van Bearle, Toronto, by the [lon. and
Ven. Archdeacon of York, David Kin-
neor, Esq. fourth son of the late George
Kinnear of Edinburgh, to Miss Mary

Caroline Van Bearle, cldest daughter of

the late Charles I, C. Van Bearle, Esq.
of Demerary. . ‘
DIED,

l\er. Joshua_Willson at his residence

in the Township of Whitchurch on the
3d ult., of the palsy, in the eighty.third
vear of his age.

At Charlottenburgh, on Sunday night,
14th ult., Thomas Celquhoun, youngest
son of the late Robert Colquhoun, aged
14 years. ' i

In this city, February 17th/in the 32d
vear, Aune, wife of Mr., Robert Cath.
cart, of a lingering conusumyption, mani.
festung the power of religion in her re.
siguation to the will of her Divine Mas.
ter, and paticnt endurance of all her
sufferings, which were many, looking
by faith alone in the atonement of Jesus
Christ as her only plea or hope for ac-
ceptance with God. ’

In this city, ou Thursday, the 24th
ult. Elizabeth Mary, daughter of Mr.
J, 'F. Wilson, one of the masters of the
U. C. Central School,

W. J. Coarrs, PRINTEE,

160 King-Street, ‘Toronto.



