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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE OTTAWA FIELD-
NATURALISTS' CLUB FOR THE YEAR ENDING
MARCH 157u, 1910.

In accordance with proposed amendments to the Constitu-
tion of the Club, the following report is largely a compilation
of reports submitted by the various branches of the Club and
the Standing Committees of Council.

MemBERsSHIP.

During the year 28 new members have been elected, making
the present membership 320. composed of 312 ordinary members
and 8 corresponding members.

Pusricatioxs CommiTTeE.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Council,
action has been taken by the Publications Committee toward
devising some practicable scheme whereby the publications
received by the Club might be of greater service not only to our
members. but to the public as a whole. As a result, arrange-
ments have been made with the Librarian of the Camnegie
Library whereby practically all regular periodicals received in
exchange are now placed on file in the reading room of the
Librarv and subsequentiy laid away to be used as directed by
the Club

The following is a list of the publications which are now
being received by the Camnegie Library on behalf of the Club:-

The Nature Study Review,

The Auk,

The Canadian Entomologist.

Journal of the New York Entomological Society.
The Journal of Geography.

Le Natuvraliste Canadien.

Joumnal ot the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society.
Transactions of the Botanical Society of Edinburgh,
Publications of the Field Museum of Natural History,
10. The Ohio Naturalist,

11. Torreva.

12. The Wilson Bulletin of Omithology.

13. The University of California Chronicle.

14. Queen’s Quarterly.

15. Baulletin of the New York Botanical Garden.

i6. Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History,

Ll I - R







10 Tuae Orrawa NATURALIST. [Apnii

2. “The Ornamentation of Periglyptocrinus priscus,” Wm.
A. Parks.

On Botany—

1. “Canadian Species of Thalictrum,” Edward L. Greene.

2. “Certain Biological Principles and their Practical Ap-
plication in the Improvement of the Field Crops of Canada.”
L. H. Newman.

3. “New Contributions to Canadian Brvclogy,” N. C.
Kindberg.

4  “Contributions from the Herbarium of the Geological
Survey,” James M. Macoun.

5. “German Field Methods of Botanical Excursions.”
John Craig.

6. “Some of the Best Native Plants for Cultivation,” W.
T. Macoun.

On Ornsthology—

“Winter Birds at Point Pelee.” W. E. Saunders.

“Bird Notes from Northern Ontario,” Rev. C. G. Eifnig.
“Birds of Stony Plain, Alberta.”” S. S Stansell.
“Evervday Omithology.” Norman Criddle.

“The Passenger Pigeon,” W. Lochhead.

<niomology—

“Discourses upon the Lepidoptera,” F. H. Wolley-Dod.
“*Snow Worms,” Arthur Gibson.
“Tent Building Habits of Ants,”” C. Gordon Hewitt.

T -

On

T

On Zoology—

“The Prong-horn Antelope.” E. E. Prince.

*“A Rare Weasel at Ottawa,”” W. E. Saunders.
“A Shrew new to New Brunswick,” W. H. Moore

N

On Arch-ology—

1. “Algonkin and Hwuron Occupation of the Ottawa
Vallev,” T. W. E. Sowter.

Excursions COMMITTEE.

The prog. amme of spring excursions was as follows:
April 24th— Experimental Farm.

May 1st—Beechwood.

May 8th-—Blueberry Point.

May 15th—Britannia.

May 22nd—Beaver Meadow, Hull,

e
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12 Tue OTTawa NATURALIST. [April

Assembly Hall of the Norman School and three, including this
or the annual meeting, in the hall of the Carnegie Library.
The first lecture for 1909-10 entitled “Home Birds and Wan-
derers,” was given by Mr.W. E. Saunders, of London, Ont., and
was illustrated with prepared birds’ skins. The opening meeting,
which followed this lecture a few evenings later, took the nature
of a conversazione at which short addresses were delivered by
a few members of the Club, besides which there was an exhibi-
tion of zoological, and botanical specimens, including some
minute forms shown under the lens of the microscope. and an
account of this meeting has already appeared in a recent issue
of Tue Orrawa Naturauist. We were next favoured with an
address by our President entitled “Instinct and Education,” in
which was presented a great deal to stimulate our thinking
faculties; and following this wwas an admirable lecture given by
Mr. A. H. W. Cleave. F.RM.S., entitled “Life,” which was
illustrated with a series of beautiful lantern slides. A very
instructive lecture entitled “The Flora and Fauna of the West
Coast of Vancouver Island,” was delivered by Professor John
Macoun and was illustrated with a great variety of interesting
specimens. For the first time under the auspices of the Club,
Dr. C. Gordon Hewitt and Mr. H. T. Gussow. F.R.M.S., each
coutributed a lecture: the former ¢n “House Flies and their
Relation to Public Health,” and the latter on “A Plant Doctor
and His Work.”™ A series of slides at each of these lectures was
shown upon the screen. The Club’s lecture for the joint course
entitled “Bacteria in Relation to Plant Life” was given by
Professor F. C. Harrison, of the Macdonald Coliege, and this
lecture also was fully illustrated with slides. Altogether the
Club is to be congratulated in that such an able body of
specialists was secured, and we owe to them a debt of gratitude
for the selection of their subjects, all of which proved to be
most interesting and instructive.

Tue FrercHeEr MemorialL COMMITTEE.

This Committee has met many times during the Club vear
which closes to-night.

As has already been mentioned in the pages of THE OTTawa
NATURALIST, there has been a very warm response to the appeal
of the Committee for subscripticns, from members of the Club
and friends of the late Dr. Fletcher. On the evening of November
9th last, the Committee reported that by far the larger number
of subscribers had favoured the sucgestion that the memorial
take the form of a drinking fountain to be erected at the Central
Experimental Farm. It was then therefore moved by Mr. F. T.
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tion of conglomerate rock in the process of formation was noted
in the gravel pits near the railway. Several fossils were collected
at the quarries on the west side of Beaver Meadow near the
contact of the Black River and Trenton limestones. The fossils
showed that the quarries are situated in the Trenton. During
the visit to Carp interesting specimens of curved apatite crystals
were collected. These crystals were curved by a constant steady
pressure, so that some of them are not even cracked. Others are
broken on the convex side.

Marine shells were collected at nearly all the places visited;
they were particularly abundant in the clays and gravelsat Carp.

We feel that a special efiort should be made to interest our
young members in the study of geology, as no more healthy or
useful work could be enjoyed by them.

Tue BoranNicaL Braxch.
While there were few botanical workers in the field during
the past summer, the Botanical Branch continues to be one of
the most active in the Club.

Apart from the help rendered at the excursions by the
botanical leaders, most of the field work was done by two or
three individuals. Mr. W. H. Harrington has added the names
of two new species to the Ottawa flora, namely, Potentilla
tridentata, found at King's Mountain, Que.. and Mimulus
moschatus, obtained at Kingsmere, Que. Mr. H. U. Morris
found the weed Eruca sativa at the Experimental Farm; this is
a new record for the Ottawa district. Mr. H. Groh made a study
of the local hawthorns (Crategus) during the past vear. He
examined fifty trees in different localities and collected flower-
ing specimens from each, and later in the season obtained the
fruit. He found marked differences in the number of stamens
and styles, the color of the anthers, and the number of flowers
to a corvmb on different trees. The specimens were sent to a
specialist for identification, and the names of the species will be
reported later.

Nine winter meetings of the Botanical Branch were held at
the homes of the members, much interesting material having
been presented. Six of these meetings have already been re-
ported in Tue Otrawa NaTURrALIST, and cthers, no doubt, will
be. The following is the list of subjects presented at these
meetings:—

1. “The Stems of Seed Plants,” bv Mr. D. A. Campbell.

2. “The Adaptation of Plants to their Environment as
Shown by their Internal Structure,” by Mr. J. W. Gibson.
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3. “Reports of Field Work,” presented at the home of Mr.
R. B. Whyte.

4. “Some of the best Native Plants for Cultivation,” by
Mr. W. T. Macoun.

5. “The Formation of Peat Bogs,” 1 M. Macoun.

v Prof. John

6. “The Trees of the Ottawa
Macoun.

Mante *
iants,

i,
by Mr. G. )
-~ ==
Economic
Newman.
9. “Some Herbaceous
Farm,” by Mr. W. T. Macoun.

Experimental

Tue ExtoMorocicar Braxcs

The Entomol H”u‘. I pranch has had a i IV ac tive
Unfortunatelv . i 1 5 1
during the
spring work
members of the
ing sy
the

before

1 1
the I

1es of interest.
Nova Scotia.
River,

brought back many

ukon Territory

specimens from Prince

L s the meeting at
British Association for the Advance-
Hr‘. nc h atte M«-'i 1‘1(*

The most
Winnipeg

¢

ment of members of I‘.‘(-

T’rh: e, v Mh-d
( lr'xfnr of this
member of this Club.

the Biological ¢
station being the

Mr ummer months in Nova

. ftl Homarus
1 1 vi e | charge
of an exhibit f the eggs of Pacific
Salmonoids ;

Prof. John Macoun, assisted by Mr. C. H. Young, made
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extensive collections of fishes and invertebrates on the coast of
Vancouver Island.

Mr. E. E. Lemieux reports the success of an experiment to
introduce earthworms near the Upper Lievre lakes, where
formerly anglers were unable to obtain bait. He also reports
the abundance of the porcupine in the same district.

Mr. E. Le Sueur now has what is perhaps the finest private
collection of turtles on the continent. including as it does, many
Canadian species and a number of exotic forms.

Mr. W. E. Saunders contributes an interesting record in the
capture of a diminutive specimen of Bonaparte stoat (Puforius
cigonani) near Ottawa.

CoxstituTioN ofF CLug.

Early in the vear the Council appointed & ~ommittee com-
posed of the President and Messrs. Kingston, Newman, and
Shutt, to prepare a revised constitution. The committee has
prepared a carefullv detailed constitution, which has been dis-
cussed at great length in the Council, and which will be sub-
mitted to the Club.

The President. Mr. A. E. Attwoed, M.A_, represented the
Club at the Mav meeting of the Roval Society of Canada.

The Treasurer's report shows a balance on hand of $31.85,
the smaliness of the balance being due to the slow payment of
membersiiip {ees.

The thanks cf the Club are due (o Principal White for the
use of the Normal School Assembly Hall, to the Librarv Board
of the City Council, and to the Librarian, Mr. Burpee, for the
use of the Lecture Hall of the Carnegie Librarv, to the Ottawa
Electric Company for assisting in making the microscope demon-
strations a success, and to the Press of the city for its co-opera-
tion in furthering the work of the Club

All of which is respectfully submitted.

T. E. CLARKE,
Secretary.

SusscrirTions FOR THE NEW CLUB YEAR ARE NOW DUE, AND SHOULD BE
raID 7O MR. HERBERT GROH. Ex rERIMENTAL FarMm. OTrTAawa

It is to be hored that members will carfully examine the adwrueo-
ments in this volume of Tue Orrawa NATURALIST, and make a point of
dealing with those firms who thus help the Club.

.
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STOMACH CONTENTS OF SOME CANADIAN BIRDS.

Br C. W. G. Eirric, Appisox, IiL.

The appended list gives the stomach contents of a small
number of birds, the stomachs of which I have examined. In
most of the stomachs of small birds, like finches, vireos, and
warblers, the investigator who has not unlimited time at his
disposal can usually only tell whether the contents is of vegetable
or animal origin; in the latter case it takes expert knowledge
of the microScopic parts of small insects to unabile one to tell
what insects have been eaten The following birds have been
selected either for their rarity or because they are well known.
The majority have been taken near Ottawa, the others at least
in Canada. Several in the list have been bought in the market.
The contents of the stomachs of the birds near the end of the
list, of which the percentage of the different parts is stated, have
been kindly determined for the writer by the Bureau of Biological
Survey, Washington, D.C., under the direction of Dr. A. K.
Fisher, to whom the writer would extend his sincere thanks.

HoLs@®LL's GresE, Colymbus holballii; October 17, 1905, a
large bunch of its own feathers.

Horxev GreBe, C. auritus; October 10, 1905, a bunch of
its own feathers.

Loox, Gavia imber; May, 20, 1907, bones of fish, including
at least one of the Catostomide (the Suckers). Some of the
gravel stones, also found, are at least half an inch long.

Birrer~, Botaurus lentiginosus; 1. May 12, 1904, several
large beetles and other insects: 2. 7 1905, 1- frog, 2 mice. 8
leeches; 3. October 30, 1966, 2 frogs, 2 small sunfish.

BLue Herox., Ardea herodias; Julv 25, 1905, 1 fish. six
inches long.

SprUce Grouse, Canachites canadesnsis: October 31, 1904,
pair, male and fema.., both full of spruce tips.

RurrLED Grouse, Bonasa umbellus togata; 1. September
30, 1904, clover leaves: 2. Getober 22, 1904, leaves, gravel and
sand: 3. October 15, 1904, hawthorn (Crategus) leaves: 4.
April 25, 1905, leaves of Goldthread (( aptis trifolia), and sharp-
edged pebbles of quartz; 5. October 10, 1905, leaves of Aromatic
Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) and clover; 6. October 19,
1905, clover leaves only.

WiLLow Prarmican, Lagopus lagopus; 1. Januaryv, 1907,

(market), stomach filled with ends of willow twigs; 2. January,
1909, compietely filled with oats.

Mawrsu Hawk, Circus hudsonius; September 17, 1907, 2
sparrows (Vesper, or Song?).
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Suarp-sHiNNED Hawg, Ac ipiter velox; jan v 16, 1904,
1 English sparrow.

Gosuawg, Accipiter / 1. December 17 1904, 1
red squirrel; 2. \'.. ember 1, 1906, 1 grouse.
;ED Haws
].

Broap-wine Mav 8, 1908,
several large beetle '
Srarrow Hawsk,
of small bir i.
LoNG-eArReED OwL, Asio wilsonianus; October 28. 1904,
mice.
SHORT-EAREI
chipmunk or simi
Sxowy Owr, Ny«
a large pellet of mouse hair, anc
similar small rodents.
Hawk Owe. Swurnia wlula capuroch; October 9, 1906. a
sparrow.
ArcTtic Ture
ven ber 21, 1904, 8 large grubs.
PiLEaTED WoODPECKER. (.
vember 1, 1906, two specime
with large bl:

26, 1905, remains

5

October 20, 1904, a

, 1906, 1 whole mouse,

1 5 skuils and bones of mice or

EvENING GROSBEAK
1908. seeds of Va

some other seed that
cent.; 2. Februarv 1
or rather cotviedons
February 13, 1909, c«

Pl\’!-’ (GROSBE
seeds and fra
of conif
identifiable 1909, seeds of
75 per cent., strips of sor ing like l'.hl\ probably the re
of birds, 25 per cent.; 3. November 12, 1908, seeds of Ru
per cent., seeds of Vace :' 20 per cent., seeds all ground up
to a pulp but probably onifers. 75 per cent.; 4. November
12, 1908, .\vvvi\ of /\u/'..-. > per cent., seeds of Vaccinium, 20 per
cent., remainder, like 3: 5. 18, 1909, seeds of Fraxin
americana more or less broken: 6. Februarv 27. 1909. un

ar. .)3‘(! cent.. D1 "}i“! fruit

e, 92 per cent;

veloped flowers, probably
probably of apple. 8 per

PiNe SiskiN, Spinus pinus; April 24, 1909, a few remains
of ground-up seeds.

SAVANNA Sparrow, Passerculus s. savanna; bits of a beetle.

]\T’l:’u‘)}"\' a Tenebrionid. 12 per ccni., skins of «:1Yl'r§\m::1‘\. 13
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per cent., seeds and fragments of Echinochloa crusgalli, 75 per
cent.

Fox Sparrow, Passerella iliaca; 1. April 22, 1908, seeds of
Pilewm pratense, and 2 or 3 of a small Rumex; 2. Apnil 24, 19C8,
a hash of beetles and true bugs in about equal proportions, 50
per cent.. small larvae, probably lepidopterous. but too badly
crushed for positive identification, 40 per cent.. bits of seeds of
Lithospermum. 10 per cent.; 3. April 24. 1908. remains of
beetles all broken up. in which can be distinguished a weevil
and an A phodius, 66 per cent., trace of a bug, remains of spiders,
10 per cent.. 2 small millipeds, 6 per cent., one heetle larva,
probably an Elaterid. 3 per cent.. sceds and fragments of Lithc-
spermum, Panicum, and Polygonum, 15 per cent.

Cevar siro, Ampelis cedrorum; June 11, 1907, full of cherry
blossoms: 2. Full of Esulecaninm fletcheri. a parasite on the white
cedar (named after Dr. Flctcher).

Bonemiaxy Waxwixe, A. garradus; 1. March 1, 1909, pulp,
skin and one seed of apple: 2. Same date, pulp and skin of
apple.

NOTES.

Tue Brack Raie ix Ontario. I3 a review of Macoun's
“Catalogue of Canadian Rirds” by “W. E. S$.” whois, | pre-
sume, W. E. Saunders, the statement is made with rega~d to the
Black Rail that “‘the t hree records given are none of them tho,-
oughly reliable. one was a bird seen in flight: another refers
to the taking of a number of specimens in he Dundas Marsh.
which have since proved to be the Virginia Rail. and the third
depends u :on the ability of a gentleman the honesty of whose
intention- is not open to question. but who may have fallen into
the same error as did Mr. Nash regarding the Virginia Rail.”

As T am responsible for the record of the Black Raiis taken
by me in the Dundas Marsh on the 18th of August. 1874. | should
be glad if W. E. S. will let us know when and by whom it was
proved that my specimens were Virginia Rails, and upon what
evidence he has based his statement.

C. W. Nasn.

A Few Winter Bmp Nores.—Mr. Eifrig's note on the
abundance of Redpolls in the springz of 1909, which appeared
in the September number of Tue Orrawa NATURALIST, reminded
me that these same birds were exceedingly numerous in this
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“Fairly common,” which it probably is in suitable locations

Whooping Crane. Stated in the Auk to be common, but
omitted from the list in Tue Orrawa Narturarist. This is
doubtless exceedingly rare as Mr. Preble in his “*Birds of Atha-
basca-McKenzie District.” reports that “it has now become
aimost extinct in the north.”

Lincoln’s Sparrow. This bird is not mentioned in either
list. Mr. Preble calls it “The common song sparrow of the
region,” referring to a district not ve rv far from Mr. Stansell’s
location. and it is certainly a common breeder in the Red Deer
disirict and becomes less so farther south. the inference from
which is. that it would be more common in the north.

It is unfortunate that so many errors should kave crept into
such an interesting paper. and it is to be hoped that Mr. Stansell
will have an opportunity of revising this work in the near future.

W. E. Savxpexs, Loxpox. Oxr.

Tue Parasitic Jaecer xear Orrawa. In the first part of
September of last yvear (1909). Mr. George Smith brought me a
bird with the remark that he had a ** web-footed hawk.” The
bird had been shot on September 4th on the Ottawa River, near
the mouth of the Lievre. .\lf.hc.u;'h he bird did not tum um to
be th inding meonstrosity the captor had pronounced it
it 1s. however, a remarkab sture fnr the Ottawa disirict, it
being nothing less than a Parasitic Jaeger, Siercorarius parasiticns,
a new record for the vicinity. It is a bird of the vear, that is.
in the brown ,-i""‘.r'( m 1 rulls and ther allies
are often so puzzling. I have vh ntified :l l-uun- doubt by com
panng the skin mate in the Field Museum. Chicago.

indiy placed at my disposal by Mr. C. B. Corv and Mr. Wilfrid
H. Osgood

1

be worth menti

both the
species the subspecies of the Dendroica
palmarum. On com P: aring the skins in 1on with those
of the Field Muse I find that the species ). palmarum is

i
here at least as a n specimens being taken on
10th. and «

z here taken on Sept. 20th
form breeding in the district.

ever. that 1s at the Mes
l{ leue only. so far as I am aware. is undoubtediv the st
the Yellow Palm Warbler. Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea

G. Erric

T
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