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“One. is your master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren,”?

+ INTRODUCTION.

Two months within the time limited by tue
prospectus, the Gospel Tribune now goes forth to
meet the glad welcome of its many thousand
friends, who, by their kindly sympathies, have
warmed and nurtured it into life—upheld by
kindred influences, may the journal now ushered
into existence, live, to aid in diffusing among all
evangelical bodies, such an accurate estimate of
their existing differences, as shall cause-the delu-
sive walls of mist, by which they are now separ-
ated, speedily to vanish; till, on search being
made, there shall no longer be found but “ one
foid and one Shepherd.”

That none may have occasion to failin rightly
comprehending the true position of this inter-
denominational journal, it is now announced, that
the doctrinal basis adopted by the Evangelical
Alliance will characterise its theological teachings,
and that the church-membership, christian-comn-
munion and alliance for which it pleads, have _v
application whatever, to any party or individual
destitute of the spirit of Christ. In its more
minute details, the work may be expected to bear
the impress of the following

LEADING PROPOSITIONS.

1. That it is thesparamount and constant duty
of all men, to uphold, at the necessary cost of
utter self-condemnation, the untarnished honor,
Justice, perfection and glory of God’s moral gov-
emnment, as set forth in the Scriptures, and by
those events which make manifest his judgments
in the earth,

2. That each separate requirement of the Holy
Scriptures, claims the immediate, unreserved and

unconditional obedience of every inhabitant of
earth, on the knowledge of the law being ac-
quired and its observance rendered practicable.

3. That as all, are by nature the children of
wrath, and alienated from God through the wick-
edness that is in them, it is the first duty of every
individual to seek the kingdom of God and itg
rightcousness, to the exclusion of every othér ob-
ject, till adopted into the family of God through
the med‘ation of Jesus Christ.

4. That the cordial belief of the truth respect-
ing Jesus Christ and his work of redemption,
does, in every instance, necessarily and inevitably
draw the alienated affections of the trembling
penitent, back to the bosom of his God.

5. That whoever, with the heart believes unto
righteousness, is, by the simple fact of his faith,
and on the moment it becomes a fact, fully and
completely constituted a child of God, through
the transforming and renewing infinences of the
Holy Spirit.

6. That the moment an individual becomes a
child of God through faith in Jesus Christ, such
believer, is, on that instant, not only truly but also
fully and completely translated from the kingdom
of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son,
made a fellow citizen with the Saints, and of the
houschold of faith; and also not only truly, but
also fully and completely iacorporated inte the
Body of Christ, THE CHURCH of the living
God; so that all true Christians, are, one with
another, members of one and the same bedy
irrespective of the choice of each.

7. That tha Body of Christ, THE CHURCH,

vhen vieweC s a whole, comprisee alt the saihts
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in'heaven, and also all those on earth, wherever
found, whose faith has saved them from the
dominion ofsin.  When considered as local or con-
fined to a place ; as Heaven, Earth, America,
Canada, New York or Toronto, THE CHURCII
comprises ull in the place specified, who possess
the spivit of the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom, it
is said, the whole family in Heaven and Earth is
named.

8. That every chwich cliiming to be one,
should, in relation to its constitnent elements,
follow the model of THE CHURCH of God;
never receiving to wemlership, save on the
ground of christian character evinced, and mever
rejecting therefrom, save on the conviction that
christian character is not possessed by the party
rejected.

9. That, among all the organizations on earth|

which now claim the name of Church or THE
CHURCH, uno one of them is entitled to the
appellation, any further than it is composed
wholly and exclusively, of those whose names are
written in heaven, being the children of God.

10, That, among the membership of the
churcb, as such, there is no supremacy of power
right, privilege or immunity; the right of one
being the right of all, and the same being true of
any given power, privilege or immunity; if any
ono may lawfully exercise it, all the rest may do
the same,

11. That the christian who keeps within the
legitimate sphere of his own rights, will never be
found occupying a position, which his fellow
christian cannot assume without involving the
twoin unavoidable contradictions: for, to suppose
that the rights of christians cannot be exercised
‘by all the membership tn Aarmony, is cleatly to
impeach the wisdom of their author.

12. That as God receives the believer, immedi-
ately on his becoming such, to all the rights and
privileges of the Christian ; so should he be
received by all his fellow christians, immediately
on their perceiving in him the image of Christ,
or such features of character as warrant the belief
of his being really a child of God.

13. That as the keeping of the commandments
"of Christ and the love of all his followers, consti-
tute the dest evidence of discipleship, perfect
evidence would be faultlessly kecping all the
commandments of Christ, and loving perfectly all
his followers. But as perfect love and cbedience
without fault or eror is uvknown on earth, it

follows, that perfect evidenco of christian character
is never witnessed under heaven; the evidenco
even in the case of the most devoted, being simply
an approximation to what it should be; its value
being universally in strizt proportion to tho con-
stancy and fidelity of the spirit of true and holy
obediencé manifested, taking a comprehensive
view of the whole conduct.

14. That as in an earthly family, the child is
considered truly good and faithful, the whole
general tenor of whose conduct and spirit is
obviously devoted to obedience, notwithstanding
occasional faults; so also in the family of God,
is the indjvidual to be accredited a truly good and
obedient christian, ¢ though erring whiles,” whose
whole conduct in its general tone and spirit, is
clearly marked by devotion to the will of God.
15. That God has been pleased to address his
commands, and to make them applicable to each
person singly, holding all men so individually
wholly and completely amenable to himself alone,
in every particular, as to relieve every one from
all responsibility in relation to the performance or
non-performance of another’s dutics ; nothing
being required of any individual beyond the
faithful discharge of his own personal obligations

16. That the individual responsibility of each
believer, extends to the ascertaining of what his
duties are, and how they are to be performed;
precluding the propriety of every thing like
dictation in such matters, on the part of his fel-
low christians, and also proving at the same time
every thing bordering on indifference, in relation
thereto, on his own part, utterly unjustifiable.

17, That as Christians (even limiting the view
to those who readily admit each other to be really
such) are known to disagree, both in sentiment
and practice, as to thenature of certain duties, and
the manner of their required observance; and as
however uncertain it may be, that any one of the
multitude thus differing is perfectly right, it is
nevertheless, known that they cannot all be so; it
follows, that some Christians are absolutely wrong -
in their views and practices, én relation to certain
religious duties.

18. That it is never the duty of an individual,
to observe or attend to a religious requirement in
a manner that may be even absolutely right, while
he firmly believes that God requires it to be
observed or attended to in some other way; so
that, if he, being a Christian, attempts to attend
to the duty under these circumstances, he musé
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observe it in the wrong manner, or forfcit his
Clristian character.

19. That when two Christians meet, holding
opposite views on a given question, all dogmatism
must be carefully avoided by buth; for, if the one
party has a right to say to his brother, you are
wrong, the other party has an equal right to reply,
you are wrong,—and thus we would have a
divinely given right legitimately exercised, in-
volving two Churistians in positive contradiction.

20. That when one «hristian, having dogmati-
<cally declared his equal brother wrong, and Limself
right, on a disputed point, finds himself in a
dilemma by a dircet return of his own dogmatism,
and attempts to escape by the declaration, “O! I,
do not pronounce you wrong on my own authority,
but on that of the Bible!” he not only does not
thereby escape, but proves himself capable of
disreputable disingenuousness, inasmuch as, if he,
in thus using the Bible, has not overstepped the
legitimate limits of his own rights, then it follows
as certrinly as that the rights of all Christians are
equal, that his brother may make precisely the
same use of Bible authority ; which, on being done,
must ccnvinee him that his subterfuge, while it
shifted the nominal grounds of his dogmatism,
only increased the awkward unpleasantness of his
dilemma, s from it he cannot now escape, but by
proving himself possessed of some kind of infalli
bility in biblical interpretation to which his
brother cannot lay claim.

21. That to admit the Christian character of
any party or parties, and to deny, at the same
time, or even to speak doubtingly of the honesty
of their souls in the obedience they offer to God,
falls nothing short of cruel mockery,—as a hypo-
crite is no Christian, but the basest of mortals.

22, That it is just as easy for true Christians,
under every possible variety of circumstances, to
walk together in all the gracious relations of
fellowship and communion, in the sweetest bar-
mony and love, notwithstanding the number and
magnitude of all their possible errors, as it is for
them constantly to* honour and exemplify, as in
duty bound, the simple, sublime, godlike injunction
contained in these five words, “ FORBEARING
ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE.”

23. That as no Christian is so beclouded in
judgment as to imagine that ho forbears another
in those parts of his sentiments or-conduct which
he approbates; all should know that the main-
taining of fellowship and communion where

“EORBEARING ONE ANOTHER IN LoVE" is called
into action, necessarily implies the discovery of
sentiments or practices which are nof approbated.

24. That as it is impossible to sanction or
approbate any erroneous sentiment of a fellow
Christian, by uniting with him in the belief of a
thousand truths, so also is it impossible to sanction
or approbate an error in his practice, by uniting
with him in ten thousand observances, in them-
selves correet.

In the light of the preceding prpositions, the
Prospectus published four months ago, set forth
the bearings of this journal as follows:—

DISTINCTLIVE UBJECT.

To colarge the limits of Communion and
Church-Membership, among Christians, to the
greatest possible extent; and to circumseribe those
bounds to the exclusion, if possible, of all other
characters, without otherwise disturbing the mem-
bership of existing Churches; till acknowledged
Christian character shall constitute the only
passport, at any time, and the perfect passport at
all times, to every Communion and Church worthy
ofthe Christian name; “that the world may believe”
in Christ, even as he prayed.

GENERAL OBJECTS.

The promotion of Religious, Moral, Intellectual,
and Social Improvement, under the guidance of
Divine Revelation, submitting every movement
and measure ro the test of Guspel principles.

Having thus announced the principles which
will impress the general features of the work, and
having sketched those that will give tone to its
more minute characteristics, it is only necessary
to add, that in relation to all other matters the
conclusion is acted upon that Trg GospeL TriBune
will best represent itself.

ARGUMENTS TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD

Aware that a few may turn away from the Tridune’s
twenty-four propositions, because they are new, place
is joyfully given to the following arguments of a paper,
which John Bunyan tells us he met with when on
his way up to London, to publish “Diretoorrres m
JupGMENT ABouT WarER Bartisx xo Bar To Cox-
muntoN.”? So great are the intrinsic merits of this
paper, in point of argument, that it cannot fail to be
soundly relished by every lover of accurate reasoning.
Bunyan valued it so highly, that he immediaté{;
published it at the close.of his book, saying,—

Herx Forrowers Mp. HeENrY JEssE’s JuboMExT vron

TRE SAME ARGUMEMT. .
Row. xiv. 1.

Such as are weak in faitk, receive you, de.

‘Whereassomesupposethereceiving there mentioned
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was but receiving into brotherly aflection such as were
in church fellowship, but not a receiving of such us
waore weak into the church:

TFor ausw er unto whieh, consider,

That in the text are two things to be inquired into.

First.—What weakness of faith this is that must not
hinder yeeciving.

Secondly.—By whom, and to what, he thatis weak
in the fuiii is to be received,

To the first, What weakness of faith this is that
must not hinder receiving; whether was it weakuess
in the graces of faith, or n the doctrine of fuith? It
is conceived the first is included, but the secoud
principally intended,

First —That some of the Lord’s pecple are weak
in the graces of faith, will be confesced by all: and
that the Lord would have his Jambs fed as well as his
sheep, and his ehildren as well as grown men, and
that he hath given the right to Gospel privileges, not
to degreesof grace, but to the truth. “ Him thatis weak
in the faith, receive you;” or unto you, as some good
translations read it. (Rom. xiv. 1.)

Secondly,—Ttissupposed this command of receiving
hiw that is weak in the taith, doth principally intend,
that is weak in the doctriue of faith, and that not so
much in the doctrine of justification, as in Gospel
iustitutions, as doth appear by the second and sixth
verses, which shew that it was in matters of practice,
wherein some were weak, and ai which others were
offended ; potwithstanding the glorious Lord who bears
all his Isracl upon his heart, receives (verse 3) and
commandeth, *Him that is weak in the faith, receive
you,”” or, uuto you.

Therefore, here we are to inquire of the receiving
in the text, “by whom, and to what,” he that is weak
in the faith should be received?

In which inquiry there are two parts,

Tirst—DBy whom?

Secondly.—T'o what?

To the first The text makes answer, “Him that
is weak in the faith receive you,’’ or, unto you; which
must be the Church at Rome. to whom the epistle was
writ; as also to all the beloved of God, called to be
gaints. (Rom. i. 7.) And as to them, so unto all
churches and saints beloved and called throughout
the world.

Note: Thatepistles weas wellto direct how churches
are to carry things towards saints without, as te saints
within; and also towards all men, so as to give no
offence to Jew or Gentile, nor to the Chureh of tiod.

The second part of the 1uquiry 13, To what he that
is weak in the faith is to be received?—Whether only
unto mutunl affection, as some affirm, as if he were in
church felowship befure that were weak 1n the faith?
Or whether the text duth as well, if not rather intend
the receiving such as were and are weak 1 the faith.
not ouly unto mutual affection sf in the Chureh,
but unto church fellowsh.p also, if they were out
For clearing of which. consider to whom the epistle
wus written. (Rom i.7.) Not only to the church
there, but unto all that were beloved ,of God, and
called to be saints in all ages. Aud as at Rome it is
like there then were, aud in other places now are,
saints weak in the faith, both in z.m}) out of church
fellowship; and it is probable there then were, and
elsewkere now are, those that will cast such out of
their mutual affection. And if they will cast such
out of their mutual affection that are within, no doubt
they will keep out of their church fellowship those
that are without.

~ Argument 1—~Whereas the Lord’s care extends to
all his, and if it were a good. argument in the third
verse for them to receive those within, because God
hath reccived them, it would be as good an argument

to receive in those without, for God hath received
them also; unless it could be proved thatall that were
and are weak in the faith, were and ae in church
fellowship, which is not likely: for if they would cast
such out of their affection that are within, they would,
upon the same account, keep them out of church
fcl]lm\'ship that were without.  Therefore, as it iz a
duty to receive those within unto mutual affection, so
it is no less a duty, by the text, to receive such weak
ones as are without, iuto church fellowship.

Argument 2~Ts wged from the words themselves,
which are, * Receive him that is weak in the faith ;»*
wherein the Lord puts vo liwitation in this text or in
any other; and who is he then that can restrain it,
unless he will limit the Holy One of Israel?  And
how would such an mterpretation fooli~hly charge the
Lord, as if he took care only of those within, but not
like care of those without; whereas he commandeth
them to receive them, and used this motive, he had
received them; and he receiveth those that are weak
in the faith, if without, as well as those within.

From the example, viz, That God had received
them; whereas had he been of the chureh, they would
have been persuaded of that Lefure the motive was
urged ; for no true church of Christ’s would take in,
or keep in, any, whom they judged the Lord had
not received ; but those weak ones were, such as they
(‘nes{imwd whether the Lord had reccived them, else
the text had not been an answer sufticient for their
receiving them. There might have been objected,
They hold up Jewish observations of meats and days,
which by the death of Christ were abolished, and so
did deny some of the effects of his death; yet the
Lord, who was principally wronged, could pass this
by, and commandetl: others to receive them also. And
if 1t be a gouod argument to receive such as are weak
in anything, whom the Lord hath received, then there
can be no goold argument to reiect for anything for
which the Lord will not reject them; for else the
command in the first verse, and this exawple in the
third verse, were insufficient, without some other
arguments unto the church, besides his commmand
and example,

Some object, “Receive ye one another, as Christ
hath received us unto the glory of God,”” and from
thence supposing they were all in chuich fellowship
before, whereas the text saith not so7 for if you
cous.der the 8th and 9th verses, you may see he
speaks unto Jews and Genttles in general, that if the
Jews had the receiving, they should receive Gentiles,
and if the Gentiles had the receiving, they should
receive Jews ; for, had they nut been on both sides
commauded, the Jews might have said to the Gentiles,
you are commanded to receive us, but we are not
commanded to receive you ; and if the weak had the
receiving, they si ould receive the stroug,—aud if the
atrong had the rceeiving, they should not keep outthe
weak ; and the text is reinfurced with the exumple of
the San’sreceiving us unto the glory of God, thatas he
receiveth Jews and poor Geatiles, weak and strong, in
church fellowship, or out of church fellowship; so
should they, to the glory of God. And as the Lord
Jesus received some, though they held some things
more than were commanded, aud some things less
than were commanded, and as those that were wealk
and in church fellowship, so those that were weak
and out of church fellowship, and that not only mnto
mutual affection, but unto fellowship with himself;
and so should they not only receive such as are weak
within into mutual affection, butsuch as were without,
both to mutual affection and to church fellowship ; or
else such wenk ones as were without, had been
excluded by the text. Oll how is the heart of God
the Father and the Son set upon this, to have his
children in his house, and in one another's hearts as
they are in his, and are borne upon the shoulders
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and breasts of his Son their High Priest | And as ifl you cannot limit the text, and you must also prove

all this will not do it, but the devil will divide them
still, whose work it prosml) is; “But the God of
peace will come in shortly, and bruise Satan under
their feet,” as in Rom. xvi. 20.  And they will agree
to bie in one house, when they arc moro of one heart;
in the meantime pray as in Rom. xv. 5: “Now the
God of patience znd consolation graut that we be
like-minged ouce towards auother, to Christ Jesus.”

I ¢hall endeavour the auswering of sume objections,
and leave it unto cousideration.

Olbjection.~Some say, “This bearing, or receiving,
were but in things indifferent.”

Answer—That eating, or forbearing upon a civil
accouat, are things indifferent, is true; but not when
done upon the account of worship, as keeping of days,
and estabhshing Jewish observatious about meats,
which by the death of Cluist are taken away ; and ity
is not fairly to be imagined the same church at Rome
looked so upon them as indificrent, nor that the Lord
doth. That it were all alike to him to hold up Jewish
observations, or to heen days or no days, right days
or wrong days, as indifferent things, which 15 a great
mistake, and no less tian to make Gou’s grace little
in receiving such; for if 1* were but in things wherein
they had not sinned, it were o great matter for the
Lord to reccive, and it would have been as good an
argument or motive to the chureh, to say the things
were indiferent, as to say the Lord had reccived then

Whereas the text is to set out the riches of grace to
the vessels, of mercy. as (Rom. ix. 15) 'That as at first
he did freely choose and accept them; so when they
fail and miscarry in many things, yea, about his
wership also, although he be most injured thereby,
yet he is first in passing it by, and persuading others
to do the like; that as the good Samaritan did in the
0Old Testament, so our good Samaritan doth in the
New, when Piiest and Levite passed by, pastor and
people pass by, yet he will not, but pours in oil, and
carries them {o his mn, and calls for receiving, and
setting it upon his account.

Objection— That this bearing with, and receiving
such as are weak in the faith, must be limited to meats,
and days, and such like things that had been old
Jewish observations, but not unto the being ignorant
in, or doubting of any New Testament institution.”

Answer —Where the Lord puts no limitation, men
should be wary how they do 1t, fur they must have a
command or cxample, before they can limit his
eommand ; for although the Lord took this vccasion
frora their differeuce about meats and days, to give
this command, yet the command is not limited there,
no more than (Matt. zii. 1, 2, 3. 4, 5, 6, 7.) That when
they made use of his good law rigorously in the
letter, he presently published an act of grace inthe
7th verse, and tells them, “Had they known what
this meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice,
they would not have condemned the guiltless;” as
also (Matt. ix. 13.) “Go, learn what this meancth, I
will have reercy and not sacrifice,” which isnot to be
limited unto what was the present occasion of pub-
lishing the command, but observed as a general rule
upon all occasions, wherein mercy and sacrifice comes
in competition, to shew the Lord will rather have a
duty omitted thatis due to him, than mercy to his
creatures omitted by them. So in the text, when
some would not receive such as were weak”in the
‘ith, as to matters of practice, the Lord was pleased
to publish this act of grace: “ Him that is weak in
the faith receive you, but not to doubtful disputation »’
Now anless it be proved, that no saint can be weak
in the faith, in anything but meats and days, or in
some old Testament observations, and that he ought
not to be judged a saint thatis weak in the faith,as it

1is weakness such, as that the Lord will not receive
him; clse the commmud in the first verse, and the
reason or motive ir: the third verse, will both be 1
foree upou you, viz, “Him that is weak in the fzith
;‘qccx’\"c you, (or) unto you, for God hath reccived
iim,

Qbjection—* But some may objeet frin (1 Ce . xii.
13.) “ Fur by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles.”  Some thero
are that aftirm this to te meant of yater baptism, and
that particular churches are formed thercby, and all
persons are to be admitted and joined unto such
churches by water baptism,

Answer—That the baptism intended in' the text is
the Spirit’s baptism, and not water baptism; and
that the body the text intends, is not priucipally the
church of Corinth, but all believers, buth Jews and
Gentiles, being baptized into one mystical body, as
Eph. iv. 4: “There is one body and one spirit,” ,
wherein there is set out the uniter and the united;
therefore in the third verse they are exhorted to keep
the unity of the spirit 10 the bond of peace. The
united are all the faithful in ove body: Into whom?
In the fifth verse, in one Lord Jesus Christ: By what?
One faith, one baptism, which camnot be meant of
water baptism: for water baptism doth not unite all
this body, for some of them never had water baotism,
and are yet of this body, and by the spirit gathered
into one Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. i. 10); both which
are in heaven and in carth, Jew and Gentile (Eph. ii.
16). that he ight reconcile both unto Geod, in one
body by his cruss ; the instrument you have in verse
18, « ’y one spirit.”?>  That the Gentiles should be
fellow-heirs of the same body, verse 15, “of whom the
whole family in heaven and carth is named.”” And
the reasons of their keeping the unity of the spirit in
Eph. iv. 3, is laid down in verses 4,5, being one body,
one spirit, having one hope, one Lord, one faith, one
baptisin, whether they were Jews or Gentiles, such as
were in heaven or in earth, which cannot be meant of
water baptism, for in that sense they had not all one
baptism, nor admitted and united thereby : “For by
one spirfll we are all baptised into one body, whether
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, we
having been all made to drink into one spirit;** which
cannot be meant of water baptism, in regard all the
body of Christ, Jews and Gentiles, bond and free,
partook not thereof.

Objection.—" But Eph. iv, 5. saith, there is but one
baptism,and by what hath been said, if granted, water
baptism will be excluded, or else there is more
baptisms than oue.

Answer—Tt fulloweth not that because the Spirit
will have no co-rival, that therefore other things may
not be in their places ; that because the Spirit of God
taketh the pre-cminence, therefore other things may
npt be subesvient. The apostle tells them, « That the
anointiug which they had received of him, abideth in
them; and you need not (saith he), that any man
teach you, but as the same anointing tcacheth you all
things.” By this some may think -?ohn excludes the
ministry ; no such matter, though the Holy Ghost hath
confirmed and ipstructed them so in the truth of the
Gospel, as that they were furnished against seducers
in verse 26, yet you sce John goes on still teaching
them in many things: as also in Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13,
he gave some apostles, somwe evangelists, some pastors,
and teachers (verse 12), for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ; verse 12: “Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, uuto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.” So in the Spirit’s
baptism, though it have the pre-eminence, and appro-

relates to Qospel institutions, in matters of practice,

priateth some things, as peculiar toi tself, it doth not
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therebir destroy the usc and end of water baptism, or
any other ordinance iu iis place; for wuter baptism ic
2 means to increase grace, and in it and by it suncti-
fication is forwarded, and remission- of sins more
cleared and witnessed ; yet the giving graces, ansi
regencrating aud resewinsg, 18 the Holy Spint
peculiar,  Covsider Tat. 1. 5: By the washwg o
regeneration, and renew ing of the Holy Ghost;?? bap-
tism being the outward sign of the inward graces,
wrought by the Spirit, & representation or figure, a~
in 1 Pet.in. 2. * The ke figure whereunto baptism
doth now alsu save us, uot the putting away ol the
filth of the flesh, but the auswer of a good conseience
towards Gud, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” not
excluding water baptism; but shewing, that the
spiritual part is chietly to be looked at; though such
as slight water baptism, as the Phansees and lawyers
did (iukc vii. 30), reject the counsel of God agamst
themselves, not being baptized ; and such as would
set watcr baptism in the Spint’s place, exalt a duty
agawst the deity and diguity of the Spirit. aund doe
give the glory due unto hum, as God blessed for ever,
uunto & duty.

By which mistake of setting up water baptism in
the Spirit’s place, and assigning it a work which was
never appointed unto it; of formjng the body of
Christ, either in general, as ia 1 Cor xii. 13; Eph. iv
5, or as to particular churches of Christ, we may see,
the fruit, that instead of being the means of uniting as
the spirit doth, that it hath et ouly rent his se:unless
coat, but divided his body which he hath purchased
with his own blood, and oppused that great design of
Father, Son, and Spirit.in uniting poor saints, thereby
pulling in pieces what the Spuit hath put together.
“Him thatis weak in the faith receive you, fo- God
hath received him; being such as the Spirit had bap-
tized and admitted of the budy of Christ, he woul!
have his churches receive them also : whase baptism
is the only baptism and so is called the ane baptism:
Therefore cousider, whether such a practice hath a
command or an example, that persons must be joined
into Church fellowship by water baptisw ; for John
baptized many, yet he did not baptize some into one
churceh, and some wto another, nor all into onachurch
(as the chureh of Rume doth ;) and to what church
did Philip baptizethe eunuch, or the apostle, the jailor
aud his house ? And all the rest they baptized, were
they not left free to jom themsclves for their conve-
nience and edification ¥ All which 1 leave to consi-
deration. I might have named sume inconveniences,
if not absurdities that would follow the assertion : As
to father the mistakes of the baptizers on the Spirit’s
act, who is not mistaken in any he baptized ; no false
brethren creep inunawares wto the mystical body by
him ; and also how this manuer of forming churches
would suit a country, where many are converted, and
willing to be baptized ; but there being uo church to
be baptized 1nto, how shall such a church state begin?
The first must be baptized into no church, and the
rest into him as the Church, or the work stand still
for want of a church.

Oljeciion. “ But God is a God of order,and hath or-
dained order in all the churches of Chnist; aud for to
receive one that holds the baptism he had in his in-
fancy, there is no command nor example for, and by
the same rule children will be broughtin to be church
members.

Answer. That God 1s 2 God of order, and hath or-
dained orders in all the churches of Christ, is true ;
and that this is one of the orders, to receive him that
is weak in the faith, isas true. And though there be
no example or command, in so n any words—receive
such an one that »olds the baptism he had m his -
faney, nor to reject such an vne—hut there 13 a com-
mand to recerve him that is weak in thefasth, without
limitation ; and it is like this might not be a doubtin

But the Lord provides a remedy for all times in the
text, * Him that is weak in the fuith, receive you ; for
else receiving would not be upon the account of saiut-
<hip, but upun knowing and Auing all things accord-
ing to rule and order ; aud that wust be perfectly, else
for to deny any thing, or to aflirm tov much is disor-
derly, and would hinder receiving; but the Lord
deals not so with his people, but accounts love the
fulfilling of the Jaw, though they be ignorant in many
things both as to knowing aud duing; and recerves
them into communion and fellowship with himsclf,
and would have others do the same also; and if he
would have so much in bearing apostles” days, when
they had infallible helpsto expound truths unto them,
much wmore now, the c]I:urch hath been so Jong in the
wilderness and in captivity, asd not that bis ?cople
should be driven away in the dark day, though they
are sick aud weak. And that it should be supposed
such tenderness would bring in children in age to be
church members ; yea, and welcome, if any body could
prove them in the faith, though never so weak; for
the text is, *“ Him thut is weak in the faith receive
you ;" it ig not he, aud his wife, aud cInldren, unless
1t can be proved they are in the faith.

INTER-COMMUNION THROUGHOUT EVAN-
GELICAL CHRISTENDOM.

As all alliances that unite Christians in one body,
ever appear highly interesting, and increasingly so the
further they carry the body in unbroken columns into
the enemy’s country ; and as the greater the victories
become, and the more sweeping the world-saving results
of these ulliances, monopolizing the admiration of tho
good and the rage of the impious,"the more, the greater,
the deeper, und the wider must be the bewildering
astun.shment of all on seewng the unity of this body
utterly hroken and lost every time an approach is made
to the table of their common Lord, by the development
of repelling priuciples among the membership,—prin-
ciples generally latent, but then sure to burst forth,
scattering the body into frogments!!!

Believing that these repelling principles should be
searched out and eradicated as soon as possible, from
the camp of the Lord's host, that the power of thearmy
may no longer be broken and wasted by their influcnce;
the subject will occupy a prominent place in the Zridune,
ull it is generally understood, and the principles known
by which it is conceived to be clearly established that
all Christians should meet as one fomily at the table of
their Lord and Master, irrespective of sll the multitudi-
nous differences, great and small, that obtain among
them,

In prosecuting this objec., care will be taken not to
offend against any of the gencration of God’s people.
The fact will not be concealed, that the tuming oway
of the pious from their Lord’s table, even by the most
exclusive Christians, is not productive of pleasure to
them, but of positive pain, which is often intense and
crushing in its pungency, showing that, in such casesat
least, the exclusion of their brethren i5 obviousiy no
matter of choice with them, but 2 necessary duty, which
the Scriptures, in their judgment, bind upon their con~
sciences and *n which judgmentmany declarc that they:

| would rejoice to find themselves mistaken, if such really

i the casc, as the discovery would release therm from
the further observance of what they bave ever regarded
as a troly painful duty.

those days, and so not spoken of .in particular.,
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Such being the true position of all the devoutly pious,|only, but for all believers, has Christ thus prayed :

among those who still persist in excluding the attached|* Neither

friends of the Lce+d from his owa table! they, actuaily
supposing themselves not only warranted, but obligated
to adjudge their pious brethren **disobedient children
necding, if not chastisement, at least the suspension of
their privileges as to sitting among the obediunt ones at
the family table ; and believing themselves, furthern ore
jntrusted with the caforcement of thus kind of discipline,
they carry it even to the excluding all of their own
number from the family table, who are found guilty of
<ating with the excluded, “disobedient™ ones, arguing
that in eating with them they thereby Lecome partakers
of their dicobedience by encourazing them therein.
Hence, in contemplating this whole system of adjudi-
cating and exclusion, the fact must ncver be overlooked
that if the truly good men who participate in it, are
really in fault, their fault lies wkolly in assuming that

rr:.y I fur these alune, but fur them also
which shall believe on me through their word , that
they all may be (e, as thou, Father, art in me, and I
in thee, that they also may be one in us ; that the
world may believe: that thou hast sent mne,” John,
xvii, 20. Their union, therefore, must be so mani-
fested by brotherly fellowehip that the world may
see it and be converted by it.

We are called to receive all Christ’s diseiples,
notwithstanding their errens, as Christ has received
us, notwithstauding ows. If we must not openly
acknow! Ige them beeause of some defects in know-
ledge, why should Christ accept us, notwithstanding
greater defects © The great ground of this apen
recoptinn, this free brotherly intercourse, is stated by
St. Paul in these words : * Let not him that eateth
not, juge him that eateth, for God hath reccived him??
Rom, xiv.,, 3. In other words, let not the Baptists
who canuot baptize infants condemn pious Prdo-~
Raptists who do haptize the ., because their faithful
profession and their holy life prove that God has

they are warranted in adjudicating therr equal bxetlfne'n received them; and those who are accepted by God
#disobedicnt,” and themselves obedient ; and that it is{ae his beloved ohildrea are surely good enough to be

their place to exclude them, having judged them “dis-

welcomed by erring and sinful fullowers of Chirst as

obedicat.”” Of couse, while they conscientiously believe [beloved brethren.

theruselves called of God to these offices, they must
continue to act in them, however erroneously, or forfeit
heir Christian character (see 18th prop.)

Having thus stated the case, its direct discussion, as
stated, is waived for the present, to he taken up at

All this is, indeed, grauted by the advocates for
strict communion. R

“ Elsewhere and in all other things,” is their lan-
quage, ¢ we own as brethren and honor godly Pedo-
Baptists, but we must not admit them to the table of
the Lord?> *If 1 have any thing?”’ says one of
them, “like Christian love in me, I feel it toward

length after & few worthies, ancient and modem, aund} those in whom I perceive the image of Christ,

some correspondents, hase been heard on the question,

whether they be Baptists or Pedo-Baptists, and my

as it iscommonly viewed. Ard first,twelve paragraphs jrefusing to commune with them at the Lord’s table
are here presented, from reasons for fice commurion, as |is not because I consider them as improper subjects.”?

given by the
REV. BAPTIST W. NOEL, A M.

—A. Fdler.

“ We do not receive our Predo-Baptist brethren in
the sense of the apostle. . . . We work with them in

There are many Pzedo-Baptists who luve and serve [the common cause of Christ, in prayer, in missionary,
the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are his members, his|Bible, and religious tract meetiugs ; we pray for

servants, his soldiers, his friends

They maintain jthem, 28d estecin them highly in love for their work’s

dis authority, promote his cause, copy his example, {sake ; we rejoice in their spiritual prosperity ; we

obey his precepts, and live for his glory.
him, and are therefore luved by hiw (John, xiv,, 21),
and to each of them he will say at last, “ Well doue,
oud aud faithful servant . . . ccier thou into the
Joy of thy Lord,”” Matt, xxv., 23.
Why cught not Baptists to own them as brethren ?

They love preach for them, and they for us; and we wou

with great pleasure receise them to the table of the
Lord, if we had authority from the Sacred Volume

for so doing ; but we conscientiously believe we have
not*—Primitive Clurel Magazine, Junc 1849.

According to this doctrine, Predo-Baptists are

Al who are the servants of Christ ought to be own-{* brethren,”” yet must not ;11 down with their broth-

<d as such.

If he honors and loves them, it is not hisJers at the table of their Elder Brother, Heb, ii, 11,

will that their fellow-servants should dishongr them.] As“ brethren,” they aie Christ’s disciples, and there-
God has made them his children by adoption and [fore commanded by him to eat and drink in memo-

grace, ‘and can not be pleased to sce that while they
are owned by him they are disowned b,

their Jand drink with their fellow-servauts.  The
hirethren Tt must be right to own the work of the}come guests to their Lord, but are repelle

ry of him (Matt, xxvi, 26), but they must not eat

are wel-
by their

Holy Spirit wherever it is accomplished, and to choose {fellow-guests.  Elsewhere they are owned to be
those for our friends whom he has chosen to be hisbrethre., but the chief sign of brotherhood must be

{emples, 1 Cor,, vi, 19. Itis according to nature and |[withheld from them

They may lead the prayers

grace 100, that the sheep of the same flock, under the jof their fellow-Christians, and they may instruct the
same shepherd, should walk together and feed {Churches as enlightened and holy ministers of Christ ;

togcther in the same pastures, John, X, 16.  Brothers
ought to sit down together at their Father’s table

vet in that ordinance which is specially appointed to
¢ 2 sizn of the cotnmunion of saints and the unity

{John, i, 12; Gal,iv., 4,5; Matt, xxiii, B) ; servants {of the body (1 Cor., x, 17). they must be put out,

in the same household ought to be in friendiy asso- [as though the

were not members. What a spece

ciation (Heb., iii, 6; Gal, vi, 10) ; aud soldiers of{tacle is thus afforded to the world. who sce with con-
the same army ought to be umted, Eph, ¥i, 10—17 ;{tempt that the most earncst fullowers of the Redeer-

1 Thess,, v, 8.
What their cireumstances dictate the word of God
likewise enjoins  To all his disciplvs, without ex-

er can not cven commemorate his death together ]
Wheu the saints of Jesus are thus put out of the

communiva of any of his churches, are not tihose who

ception, Christ has said, By this shall all men know [cut them out treading in the steps of Diotrephes (3

that ye are my disciples, if yc have loge one to an-
other,” John, xiii., 35. They must therefore so man-

John, 14), though with a different spirit ¢

No : it is replied, “ We are willing to veceive all

ifesi their mutual affection by brotherly fellowship | who appear to have been received of God to the or-

dhat all

men may know it, Not for tho apostles|dinauces of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. . . .
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—

But we cannot divide the one from the other with-
out dispensing with an institutivn of Chnist”? But
this is no reception of them. They can no more
force their convictions than yon can ; and therefore
you say to them in effeet, Unless you will forego
what you believe to be a duty, the baptism of infauts,
and accept us as authoritative expositors of Christian
doctrine, we must expel you from our society, w en
we commenorate the dying love of our Lord, and
meet as brethren i his name,

That there is * an instituted connection bLetween
baptism and the Lord’s Supper,” I freely admt ;
and it is no less clear, that after the institution of
baptism by our Lourd, no persun nho refused to be
baptized was ever admitted in any Chiistian church
to thut supper. DBut neither of these facts afford
reason for the rejection of Prdo-Baptists, as such,
from it. Baptism being the appuiuted nite by which
believers then professsed their repentance and fath,
no one could then refuse it without sallfully disobey-
ing the comwmands of Christ, avd no willfully disobe-
dient person could be admitted to the communion of
saiots ; but as the unbaptized person was then ex-
cluded from the Lord’s Supper, so%he was excluded
from every other act which would mark him to be a
Cristian brother. He could not take the lead in their
social prayers ; he could nut preach to the gathered
Chnrch ; he was not recognized as a minister of
Christ ; he was not owned cven as 2 brother.  These
facts abundantly show the difference between lus
case and thut of the godly Pa:do-Baptist now. While
the one could neither preach nor pray in public. the

other is invited by stiict Baptist churchies to do buth.
Vhile the one was esteemed a disubedicut uulichiever, |
the other is owned by them to bie a gudly nnusster ofy
Chirst. To reject the one frum the table of the Lord
was consistent, to reject the other appearsto he gross-
ly inconsistent.  If the Predo Baptist be a disobedient
unbeliever, reject him from the Lord’s table, aud also
from every other function and privilege esclusively
-appropriate to helievers ; 1f he be an obedient believer,
admit him to these functions, but with them admit
hun also to the Lord’s table. .

But how can the godly Pmeno-Baptist be excluded
on these terms? He is no more a disobedient un-
believer than the strictest of the Baptists who would
exclude him. The reason why he 1s a Prdo-Bap-
tist is, that he believes the baptism of infants to Ec
according to the will of Chirst. What person was
ever excluded from the Lord’s Supper in the apos-
tolic churches fur doing all that he believed, after
scarching of Scriptures and listening to the apostles,
to be according to the will of Chirst ¢  What upright
and carnest believer was ever in those daysexcluded ?
What meraber of one church was refused communion]
with the members of another ¥ In what apostolic
church were cver such men 2as Baxter, Howe, aud
Flavel, Doddridge and Whitfield, Edwards and Pay-
son, Fletcher, Martin. Brainerd, and Chaliners, mien
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, walking with God
avd laboring for Chirst, 1 fused such cummunion ?

It was reserved for worse days to sce sv strange a
spcectacle.
Let it further be adserved, that thereasoning which
could prove that unhaptized prrenns must not, under
any circumstances, be admitted to the Lord’s table,
must equally prove that they*must vet, underany cir
cumstances, be owned as brethren I you <aunctinn
their error by admitting them to the Lord’s table, you
must sanction it noless by all fraternization with them;
and since we must never do cvil that good may cone,
all persons, according to this doctrine, must exelude
from their fellowship all whom they imagine to e in
efror ; and, unless t{:oy be themselves ingllib’ic, mus
allow all their fellow-Chrisiians equally to exccom-
municate them. Since this absurd conclusion follows

|

the communion of saints we sanction their errors, it
follows that this doctrice is false Saints mav be
admitted to the table of their Lord without sanction
of their errors ; and Pado-Baptists may come to it
without any dishonor dune to the sacrawent of
baptism. ’

BUNYAN.
Anxious that he should be heard, his third and
shortest treatise in defence of the communion of saints,
is selected ; not having room for his more elaborate
works. Iu this, huw ever, shurt as it is, the intellrgent
teader will not fail to discover much of the spirit of
* Great Heart,” in Bunyaw’s stout defence of the
claims of all that fear and love God, weak and strong
alke, to the enjuyment of every Lunefit that can fluw
from the Jusest chnstian cuminunwu. Here are his
words, in their native quaintoess.

Peaceable Principles and True : or, a Bricf Answer to
Mr Danzers and Mr. Paun!’s Looks. against my Con-
Jession of Faith, and Differences in Judgment about
Water Baptism, no Bar to Communion ; whercin
their Scriptureless motions are cverthrown, and my

Peaccable Principles still majulamcd

Do ye indecd speak rigatcousness, O congrr, ation 7
Do ye judue uprighty, O ye sons of nen "—Ps. Lvil 1.
Sie:

I navs received and considered your short reply to
my * ifferences m Judgment about Water Laptism,
no bar to communion :** and observe, that you touch
not tha argument at all ; vut rather Jabour what you
can, and beyond what you oughl, to throw odiums
upon your brother for reproving you for your error,
viz: + That those believers that have beeu baptized
after confession of faith made by themselves, ought
and are in duty bound to exclude from their church
fullowship, and cominunion at the table of the Lord,
thuse of their holy brethren that havenot been so bap-
tized.>> This is your error ; error, I call it, because it
is not founded upon the word, but a mere human
device ; for although [ do not deny, but ackuowledge,
that baptism is God’s ordivauce ; yet I have denied,
that baptism was ever ordained of God to be a wall of
division between the holy and the holy ; the holy
that sre, and the holy that are not so baptized with
water as we.  You, on the centrary, both by doctrive
and practice, assert that it is, and thcrefore do separ-
ate yourselt from all your brethren that in that matter
dafier from you ; acconnting them, notwithstanding
their saving faith and holy lives, not fitly quahified for
church communion, und all because they have not
been, as you, baptized ; further, you count their com-
mumon among themselves unlawful, and therefore
unwarrantable; and have concluded, “ They are
juined to idols, and that they ought not to be showed
the pattern of the house of God, until they beashamed
of their spraukhing s their infancy, and accept of, and
receve baptism as you” Yea, you count them as
they stand, not the churches of God ; saying, Wehave
no such custoin, por the churches of God. .

At this I ave called for your proofs, the which you
have attempted to produce; but in conclusion have
shuned aope other, {))ut. “That the primtive chqrch(;::
had thuse they received, baptized befure so received.

I have told you that this. though it were granted,
comes not up to the question; “ For we ask not
whether they were so baptized ; but whether you
tind a word in the Bible that justificth your conclud-
ing that it is your duty to exclude thosc of your buly
brethren that have not been so baptized $  From this
vou cry out, that T take up the arguments of therma
that plead for infant baptism. T answer, I take up no

[N

from the doctrine that in admitting saiuts as such to|otherargument but your own, viz 2 *That there being
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L]
no precept, precedent, nor cxamg]c, in all the Scrip-l
tire, for vur excluding our holy brethren that differin |
this puint from us, therefore we ought not to dare 0,
<o it,? but contrariwise, to receive them; becuuse

God hath given us sufficient proof that himself hath

received them, whuse example in this case he hath

commanded us to follow. (Rom,, xiv, 15.)

This might serve for an answer to your reply ; but
because, perhaps, should I thus conclude, some might
make an 11l use of my brevity, I shall therefore briefly
step after you, and examine your short reply, at least,
where show of argumentis,

Your fint five pages are spent to prove me cather

their pretended order, and, as they call it, our disor-

der, was the cause, or they must render themselves

very malicious, to seek the overthrow of a whole con-
regation, for (if it had not been so) the unworthy
chaviour of ene.

Now siuce you tell me, (p. 9,) “ That Mr. Kiffin had
no need of my forgiveness for the wrong he huth done
me in hisepistle”—

I ask, did he tell you so? But let it lic as it
doth ; I will at this time turn his argument upon him,
aud desire his direet answer : “There being no pre-
cept, precedent, or example for Mr. Kiftin to exclude
his holy brethren from christian communion, that

proud or a liar, for iuscrting iu the title page of my differ with Lkim abuout sater baptism, he ought not to
Differences, &e., that your book was written by the]do it; but there is neither precept, precedent, nor
Baptusts, or brethren of your way. example ; therefore,” de.

1n auswer to which, whuso (if unbiassed) readeth You blame me fur writing his pame at length, but
Jour secund, your fith aud sixth questions to mg, may I knew he is not ashamed of his name , and for you,
u]ut pcrhaf:s be casily peisuaddd to the cuntrary , but thuogh at the remtest rate, to insinuate it, must needs
the two

whtether for bre sity’s sake, or because you were con-
scivus to yuurself that the sight of them would over-
throw your iusinuations, I leave to the suber to judge
But put the case I had fuiled herein, duth this warraot
Yyour unlawful practice ?

You ask me next, “ How long itissince I wasa
Baptist 7 and then add, “ *Tisan ill bird that bewrays
his own nest»

Angwer.—I must tell you, (avoiding your slovenly
language,) I know none to whom that title is so proper
as to the disciples of John, And since you would |
know by what name I would be distinguished from'
others, [ tell you, I would be, and hope I am, a
christian ; and chouse, if God should count me worthy,
to be called a christian, a believer, or other such name
which is approved by the Holy Ghost. And as for
those factious titles of Anabaptists, Independents,
Presbyte-auns, or the like, I conclude that they came
acither {rom Jerusalemn, nor Antioch, but rather from
Hell and Babylon, for they naturally tend to divisions
—vou may know them by their fruits.

Next, you tell me of * your goodly harmony in
Londen; or of the amicable christian correspondency
betwixt those of divers persuasions there, until my
turbulent and mutineering spint got up.”

Ansicer —The cause of my writing I told you of,
which you have acither disapproved in whdle nor in
part. And now I ask what kind of christian corres-
pondency you have with “.iem ?  Is it such asrelateth
o church communion ¥ or such only as you are com-
manded to have with every brother that walketh dis-
orderly, that they may be ashamed of their church
communion, which you condemn 2 If so, your great
flourish will add no praise to them; and why they
should glory in a correspondency with them as
christians, who yet count them under such deadly sin,
which will not by any means, as they now stand, suf-
fer you to admit them to their Father’s table, to meis
not easy to believe.

Further, your christian cortespondency (as you call
it) will not keep you now and then from fingering
some of their members from them ; nor from teaching
them that you so take away, to judge and condemn
them that are left bebind.  Now who boasteth in this,
besides yourself, I know not.

Touching Mr. Jesse's judgment in the case in hand,
you know 1t condemned your practice, and since in
your first, you have called for an author’s testimony,
T have presented you with one, whose arguments you
bave not condemnzd.

For your insinuating my abusive and unworthy
behaviour, as the cause of the brethren's attempting
20 Hreak our christian commuonion, is not ozly false,
Yut ridiculous ; false, for they haveattempted to make
me also onc of their disciples, and seot to me, and for

ast ir your reply are omitted by you,|be damage to him.

Your artificial, squibbing suggestions to the world,
about myself, imprisonment, and the like, I frecly
bind upon me as an ornament, among the rest of m
reproaches. till the Lord shall wipe them off at hig
coming. But they are no argument that you have a
word that biuds you to exclude the holy brethren
comunion.

Now what if (as you suggest) the sober Dr. Owen,
though lie tuld me aud others at first, he would write
an epistle to my baok, yet waived it afterwards?
This 3s also to my advantage,; because it was through
the eamest solicitations of scveral of you, that at that
time his hand wasstopped ; and perhaps it was more
fur the glory of God, that truth should go naked into
the world, than as seconded by so mighty an armour-
bearer as he.

You tell me also, that some of the sober Independ-
ents have showed dislike to my writing on this sub-
jject: what then? 1f 1 should also say. and I can
without lying, that several of the Baptists have wished
Fours burnt befure it had come to light ; 15 your book
ever the worse for that ?

In p.13, you tell us, “ You meddle not with Pres-
byterians, Independents, Mixed Communionists, (a
new name,) but are for liberty for all, according to
their light

Answer.—T ask then, suppose an holy man of God,
that differeth from you, as those above named do, in
the mauner of water baptisw ; I say, suppose such an
onc should desire communion with you, yet abidiag
by his own light, as to the things in question, would
you receive him to fellowship? If no, do you not
dissemble ?

But you add, “If unbaptized believers do not walk
with us, they may walk with them with whom they
are better agreed.”?

Ansiwer.—Then it seems you do but flatier them.
You are not, for all you pretend to give them their
liherty, agreed they should have it with you, thus do
the Papists give the Protestants their liberty, because
they can neither will nor choose.

Aguin. But do you not fullow them with clamours
and “outeries, thit their communion ¢ven amongst
themselres, is unwarrantable? Now, liow then do
you gisc them their liberty 2 Nay, do not even these
thir;«rs; declare that you would take 1t away if you
could ?

“For the time that I have been a Baptist, (say you,)
I do not remember that ever I knew, that one unbap-
tized person did so much as offer himself to us for
church fellowship.>*

Answer—~This is no proof of your love to your
Lrethren, but rather an argumeunt that your rigidoess
was from that day to this so apparent, that those good

me, for that purpose.  Besides, 1t isridiculous . surely

sows despaired o make such atlempts; we know
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they have done it clsewhere, where they hoped to
meet with encouragement.

I p. 14, you seew to retract your denial of baptisn
to be the initiating ordinauce. Aud indeed Mr, ‘Dan-
vers told me, that you must retract that opinion, and
that he had or would speak tv you to do it ; yet by
some it isstillso acknowledged to be, aud in particular
by your great helper Mr, Denne, who strives to main-
tain it by several arguments : but your denial may be
a sufficient confutation to hivy, so I leave you together
Lq agree about it, and cor.lude you have overthrown

in.

But it seems, though you do uot new own it, to be
the inlet into a particular church; yet (as you tell us
in p. 14 of your last,) “ you uever deniced that baptism
doth not make 2 beltever a member of the universal,
orderly, church visible.””  And in this Mr. Danvers
aud you agree. “ Persons enterintothe visible church
thereby,” saith he.

Answer.~Universal, that is the whole church, This
word now comprehendeth allthe parts of it, even from
Adamto the very world’s end, whither in heaven or
carth, &e. Now that baptism makesa man & member
of this church, Ido not yet believe, nor can you show
me why I should.

1. Theuniversal, oiderly chuich! what church this
ghould be, (of by orderly you mean harmony or
agreement 1 the vutward parts of worship,) I do not
understand ueither. {

And yet thus you should meap, because yon add
the word vistble to all at the last: the universal,
orderly. visible church. Now I would learn of this
brothier where this church is; for it it be visible, he
can tell and also show it. But to be short, there is no
such church ; the universal church caunot be visible,
a great part of that vast body being already in heaven,
and a great part as yet (perhaps) unborn.

But if be should meun by uuiversal, the whole of
that part of this church that is on earth, then neither
is it visible nor orderly. 1. Not visible; for the part
remains ahways to the best man'seye utterly invisible

9, This church is not orderly ; that is, hath not
harmony in its outward and visible parts of worskip,
some parts opposing and contradictivg the other most
severely. Yea, would it be unchantable to believe,
that sume of the members of this body could willingly
die in opposing that which others of the members
hold to be a trath of Christ 2 As for instance at
home: could not some of those called Baptisis die in
opposing infant baptism?  And again, soine of them
that are for infant baptisw, die for that as a truth ?—
Here, therefore, is no order, but an evident contradic-
tion; and that, too, in such parts of worship, as both
count visible parts of worship indeed,

So, ther, by universal, orderly, visible church, this
brother must mean those of the saints only, that have
been, or are baptized as we; this is clear, because
baptism {saith he) maketh a believer a member of
this church; his meaning then is, that there is an
universal, orderly, visible church, and they alone are
the Baptists ; and that every one that is baptized is
by that made a member of the universal, orderly,
visible church of Baptisis, and that the whole number
of the rest of the sawts are utterly exeluded.

But now if other mien should do as this man, how
many universal churches should we have ¥ An uni-
versal, orderly, visible church of Independents; an
universal, orderly, visible church of Presbyterians, and
the hke: and who of them. if as much confused in
their notions as this brother, might not (they judging
by their own light) contend for their lmivcrsall church
as he for his? But they have more wit. |

But suppose that this unheard of fictitious church
were the only true universal church, yet whoever they
baptize, must be a visible saint first; and if 3 visible
gaiut, then a visible member of Christ ;"and if so, then
a visible member of his body, which is the church,

before they be baptized ; now he that is a visible
member of the church already, that which hath so
made him, hath prevented all those claims that by
auy may be made or imputed to thisor that ordinance
to make him so. His visibility is already; he is
alrcnd}y a visible member of the body of Chrict, and
after that baptized. His baptism, then, neither makes
lcnilm a member, nor visible member, of the body of
wrist

Yougo on, *“ That I said it was consent that makes
persons members of particular churches, is true.”?

Answer—But that it is consent and nothing clse,
consent without faith, &e., is false. Your after cn-
deavour to heal your unsound saying, will do you no
good ; faith gives being to, us well as probation for
membership. .

What you say now of the epistles, that they were
written to particular saints, and that, tvo, out of
churches as well as in, I always believed ; butin your
first you were pleased to say, * You were one of them
that objected against our proofs out of the epistles,
because they were written to particular churches, (in-
tending these baptized,) and that they were written
to other saints, would be hard for me to prove ;> but
you do well to give way to the truth.

What I said about baptism being a pest, take ray
words as they lie, and I stand still thereto : “ Kuow-
ing that Satan can make any of God’s ordinauces a

cst and a plague to his people, even baptism, the
ord’s Table, and the boly Sciiptures; yea,the min-
isters also of Jesus Clirist may be suffered to abase
them, and wrenelh them ot of their place”  Where-
fore I pray, if you write again, either consent to or
deny this position, befvre you {)rocecd in your outery.

But I muststill continueto tell you, though you love
not to hear thereof, that, supposing your opinion hath
hold of your cunscience, if you mizht have yuur wil,
you would make inroads and outroads too in all the
churches that are not as you intheland. Youreckon
that church privileges belong not to them who are no$
baptized as we: saying, “ How .cau we take these
privileges from them before they have them? we
keep them from a disorderly pmcticc of ordinances,
especially among ourselves ;” intimating you do what
you cau also among others; and he that shall judge
those he waiketh not with, or, say as yon, that “they,
like Ephraim, are joined to an idol, and ought tore-
pent and be ashamed of that idol belore they be
showed the pattern of the house ;> and then shall
back all with the citation of a toxt, doth it either in
jest or in earnest—if in jest it is abominable—if in
carnest, his conscieoce 18 engaged; and being en-
gaged, it putleth him upon duiug what he cau to
extirpate the thing he counteth idolatrous aud abom-
inable out of the churches abroad, as well as that be
stands io relation unto. This being thus, *lis reason-
ableto couclude you want not an heart, but opportunity
for your inroads avd outroads among them,

Touching those five things I mentioned in my second,
you should not have couuted they were found no
where, because not found under the head which I
mention ; and now, lest you miss them agam, I wilk
present you with them here :

1. Baptism is not th~ initiating ordinauce.

Q. That though it was, the case may so
that members might be received without it.

3. That baptism makes no man a visible saint.

4. That faith, and a life tecoming the ten com-
mandments, should be the chief and most solid
argument with churches to receive to fellowship.

5. That circumcision in the flesh was a type of
circumcision 1n the heart, and not of water baptism.

To theso you should have given fair answers ; then
you had doue like a workman.

Now we are come to p. 22 and 23 of yours, where

ous

you labonr to insinuate. That a iransgression againsk.



THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE. 11

a positive precept, respecting instituted worship, hath
been punished with the utmost soverity *hut God hath
exccuted against men, on record, on this side hell.”?

Anstwer.—MNr, Danvers says, ““ that to transgressa
positive precept respecting worship, is a breach of the
tirst and second commandment.’”’  If so, then ’tis for
the breach of them, that these severe rebukes befall
the sons of mea.

1. But you instance the caso of Adam, his cating
the forbidden fruit; yet tono great purpose. Adam’s
first transgression was, that he violated the law that
was written in his heart, in that he hearkened to the
tempting voice of his wife; und after, because he did
eat of the tree. He was bad, then, before he did eat
of the tree, which badness wasinfused over his whole
nature ; and then he bare this evil fruit of eating
things that God hath forbidden. * Either make the
tree good, and his fruit good—or the tree bad, and his
fruit bad ;”” men must be bad ‘ere they do evil—and
good ere they do good. .

Again, which was the greatest judgment, to be de-
filed and depraved, or to be put out of paradise, do
you in your next determine.

But as to the matter in hand, “ What positive pre-
cept do_they transgress, that will not reject him that
Ged bids us receive,” if he want light in baptism ?

As for my calling for Scripture to prove it lawful,
thus to exclude them, blamme me for it no more--verily
I stull must do it; and had you but one togive, I had
had it long before this, But you wonder Ishould ask
for a Scripture to prove a negative.

Answer — Are you at that door my brother? Ifa
drunkard, a swearer, or 2 whoremonger, should desire
cowmunion with you, and upon ?vom' refusal demand
your grounds, would you think his demands such as
you ought not to answer 2 Would you not readily
give him by scores?  So, doubtless, would you deal
with us, but that in this you are without the lids of
the bible.

2 But again, you have acted as those that must
produce a positive rule. You count it your duty, a
part of your obedience to God, to keep those out of
church fellowship that are not baptized as you, I
then demand what ({)rccopt bidsyoudo this? Where
are you commauded to do it ?

You object, that in Eph. iv.and 1 Cor. xii. is not
meant Spirit baptism: but Mr Jesse says iv is not,
cannot be the baptism with water ; and you have not
at all refuted him.

Aund now for the church in the wilderness: you
thought. as you say, I would have aaswered mysclf
in the thing; but yet I have not, neither have you.
But let us sce what you urge for an answer.

1. Say you, “ Though God dispensed with their
obedience to circumciston in that time, it follows not
that you or I should dispense with the ordinance of
water baptism now.”

Answer.—~God commanded if, and made it the ini-
tiating ordinance to chorch communion, But Mozses
and Aaron, and Joshua, and the elders of Israel, dis-
pensed with it for forty years ; therefore the disgcns-
ing with it was ministerial, and that with God’s
allowance, as you affirm. Now if they might dispense
with circumcision, though the initiating ordinaoce,
why may not we reccive God’s holy ones into fellow-
ship, since we are not forbidden it, but commanded ;
yea, why should we make water baptism, which Ged
never ordained to that end, a barto shutout and letin
to church communion ?

2. You ask, “ Was circumcision dispensed with for
want of light, it being plainly commauded ??

Answer—Whatever was the cause, want of light is
as great a cause ; and that it must necessarily follow,
they must needs see it ; because commanded savours
too much of a tang of freo will, or of the sufficiency of
our uuderstanding, and intrencheth too hard on the
glory of the Holy Ghost, whose work it is “to bring

all things to our remembrance, whatsoev sr Christ hath
said to us.”

3. You ask, “ Cannot you give youself a reason,
that their moving, travelling state, mad: them inca-
pable, and that God was merciful ? Can the same
roason, or any thing like it, for refusing baptism, bo
given now

Answer~I cannot give myself this reason, nor can
you by it give me any satisfaction.

First. Beeause their travelling state could not hin-
der; if you consider that they might, and doubtless
did, lie stili in once place years together.

1. They were forty ycars going from Egypt to
Canaan, and they had but forly-two journies thuther.

2 They at times went several of these journies in
one and the same year. They went (as I take it)
eleven of them by the end of the third month after
they came out of the laud of Egypt. (Compare Ex.
xix. 1. with Num. xxxiii. 15.)

3. Again, in the forticth year, we find them in?
Mount Hor, where Aaron died,and wasburied. Now
that was the (i,'car they went into Canaan ; and in that
year they had nine journies more, or ten, by that they
got over Jordan. Here then were twenty journies in
less than a year and a half.  Divide then the rest of
the time to the rest of the journies, and they had above
thirty-cight years to go their two and twenty journics
in, And how thisshould be such a travelling, moving
state, as that it should hinder their keeping this
ordinance in its season, viz : ““ to circumeise iheirchile
dren the eight day 3 especially, considering, to cir-
cumgcise them in their childhood, as they were born,
might be with more security, than to let them liva
while they were men, I see not.

If you should think that their wars in the wilder-
ness might binder them, Ianswer, They had, for aught
I can discern, ten times as much fighting in the land
of Canaan, where they were circumcisetoi, as-in the
wilderness, where they were not. And if carnal or
outward safety had been the argument, doubtless they
would not bave circumcised themselves in the sight
(as it were) of one and thirty kings ; Isay, they would
not have circumcised their six hundred thousand
warriors, and havelaid them open to the attempts and
dangers of their enemies. No such thing, therefore, as
you are pleased to suggest, was the cause of their not
being as yet circume'sed.

Fourthly. “ An extraordinary instance to be brought
into a standing rule, are no parallels”? That is the
sum of,your fourth,

Answer~The rule was ordinary, which was circum-
cision ; the laying aside of this rule became as ordinary,
so long a time as furty years, and in the whole church
also. But this is a poor shift, to have nothing to say,
but that the case was extraordinary, when it was not.

But you ask, “Might they do so when they-camae
into Canaan »

Answer—No, po. No more shall we do as we do
now, when that which isperfectis come.

You add, “Because the church in the wilderness
could not come by ordinances, &c, thereforewhen
they may be come at, we need not practise them.”

Answer.~Nobody told you so. ~ But are you out of
that wildermess mentioned, Rev. xii. ? Is antichrist
down and deatl to ought but your faith ¢ Or are we
only out of that Egyptian darkness, that in baptism
have got the start of our brethren? For shame, be
silent; yoursolvcs are yet under so great a cloud, as
to imagine to vourselves a rule of practice not found
in the bible; thatis, “to count it a.sin to recelve
your holy brethren, though not forbidden but com-
manded to do it.”

Your great flourish against my fourth argument, I
leave to them that can judge of the weight of your
words ; as also what you say of the fifth or sixth.

For the instance I give you of Aaron, David and
Hezekiah, who did things not commanded, ;and that
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about holy matters, and yet were held exensablo—
you, nor yet your abettors tor you, can by any means
overthrow.  Aaron transgressed the commandment:
David did what was pot lawful; and they 1 Heze-
kial’s time did eat the passover utherwise than it was
writtes. But bere I perceive the shue prncheth, which
makes you glad of Mr. Denue’s evaswon for help. At
this also Mr. Danvers (but you to no purpose) cries
out, charging me with asserting “ that ignorance utb-
solves from sins of omissivn aud cuinmussion,”  But,
Sirs, fairly take frum wie the teats, with others that I
can urge, and then begin to accuse,

You have healed your suggestion of unwritten ver-
ities poorly. But any shift tu shift off the force of truth
After the same manner also you have helped your
asserting “ That you neither keep out nor cast out
from the church, if baptized, such as conie unprepared
to the supper, and other solemn appointments? = Let
us leave yours aud mine to the pondermg of wiser

en.

My seventh argument (as 1 said) you have not so
much as touched, nor the ten in that oue, but only de-
rided at tho ten. But we will show them to the reader.

1. Love, which above all other things we are cowm-
manded to put on, is much myre wocth than to break
about baptism.

2. Love is more discovered when we receive for the
sake of Christ and grace, than when we refuse for want
of water,

. 3. The Church at Colosse was charged to receive
and forbear the saints, because they were new crea-
tures.

4. Some saints were in the church at Jerusalem that
oppost i the preaching of salvation tu the Gentiles, and
yet retained their membership,

5. Divisions and distinctions among saints are of|
Jater date than clection, and the signs of that, and
therefore should give place.

6. It is love, not baptism, that discovereth us to the
warld to be Christ’s disciples. (John xii. 35.)

7. It is love that is the undoubted character of ow
interest in, and fellowship with Christ.

8. Fellowship with Christ is sufficient to invite to,
and the new creature the great rule of our fellowship
with Christ.

9. Love is the fulfilling of the law; wherefore he
that hath it is accepted with God, snd ought to be ap-
proved of men; but he fulfils it not who judgeth and
selteth at naught his brother.

10. Love is sometimes more scen and showed in for-
bearing to urge and press what we know, than in
publishing and imposing. (John xvi. 12; 1 Cor. iii.
1, 2.

’.11. When we attempt to force our brother beyond
his light, or to break his heart with grief, to trust him
beyond his faith, or bar him from his privilegef, how
can we say, [love?

12. To make that the door to communion which God
hatk not; to make that the imcluding,excluding char-
ter, the bar, bounds and rule of communion, is for want
of leve.

Here are two into the bargain,

If any of these, Sir, plcase you not in this dress, give
me & waord, and I shall, as well as my wit will serve,
give you them in a syllogistical mode.

Now that you say, (practically,) “for some speak
with their feet,”” (their walking,) that water is above
love, and all other things, is evident; because, have
they all but water, you refuse them for want of that;
yea, and will be so bardy, though without God’s word,
to refuse communion with them.

In our discourse about the camnality that was the
cause of the divisions that were at Corinth, you ask,

“Who must thg charge of carnality full upon—them
that defend, or them that oppose the truth 7

Answer —Perhaps on both, but be sure upon them
that oppose = * Wherefore look ye to youtselves, who,
without any command of God to wanant you, cxclude
vour brather from commuaion; your brother whom
God bath commmanded you to recetve,”

My ninth argument you mahe yourself merry with
in the beginning , but why dv you, by aud bye, so cut
and hack and castit as it were iu the fire ! These
seventeen absurdities you can by no meaus avoid. For
if you have not, as indeed you have not, (though you
mock me for speaking a word in Latin,) one word of
God that commands you to shut out your brethren for
want of water baptism, from your communion, I say,
if you have not one word of God {o make this 2 duty

10 you, then unavoidably.

1. You do it by a spirit of persecution.

*2. With more respect to a form, than the spirit and
power of godliness.

3. This also makes laws where God makes none, and
is to be wise above what is written.

4. Tt isa directing the Spirit of the Lord.

5. And bindeth all men's consciences to our light and
opinion,

6. It taketh away the children’s bread.

7. And withholdeth from them the increase of faith.

8. 1t tendeth to make wicked the hearts of weak
christians.

9. It tendeth to harden the hearts of the wicked.

10. Tt setteth open a door to all temptation.

11. It tempteth the devil to fall upon them that are
slone.

<
12. It is the nursery of all vain janglings.
13. It occasioncth the world to reproach us.

14. It holdeth staggering consciences in doubt of the
right ways of the Lord.

15. 1t abuseth the holy Scriptures.
16. It is a prop to antichrist.

17. And giveth occasion to many to turn aside to
most dangerous errors.

And though the last is so abhorred by you that you
cannot contain yourself wheu you read it, yet do I
affirm, as I did in my first, (p. 116,) “ That to exclude
christians from church communion, and to debar them
from their heaven-born privileges, for the want of that
which God never yet made a wall of division between
us, did, and doth, and will prevail with God to send
those judgments we have, or may hereaficrfeel.”? Like
me yet as you will,

I come next to what you have said in justification
of your fourteen arguments. & Such as they were (say
you) I am willing to stand by them: what I have
offered, I have offered modestly, according to the ut-
most light T have into those Scriptures upon which
they are bottomed; having not arrived into such a
peremptory way of dictatorship, as what I render must
be taken for laws binding to others in faith and prac-
tice, and therefore express myself by suppositions,
strong presumptions, and fuir-seeming conclusions from
the premises.”

Answer.—Your arguments, as you truly say, are
builded upon, or drawn from suppositions and pre-
sumplions; and all because you want for your help the
words of the holy Scripture.  And let the reader note
for as 1 have often called for the word, but as yet could
never get it, because you havoit not, neitber in precept,
preccdent, nor example ; therefore come you forth with
your sceming imports and presumptions.

The judicions reader will see in this last, that not
oaly here, but in other places, to what poor shifts you
are driven to keep your pen going,
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But, Sir, since yon are not peremptory in your proof,
how came {'ou to boe so absolute in your practice?
For, notwithstanding all your scemiug modesty, you
will neitlier grant those communion with you, nor allow
of their communion among themselv es, that turn aside
from your sceming imports, and that go not with you
in your strong presumptions, You must not, you dare
not, lest you coun'enance their idolatry, and nourish
them up in sin ; they livein the breach of Gospel arder,
and, Ephraim like, are joined to an idol. And as for
your love, it amounts to this, you dea! with them, and
withdraw from tbm, and all because of some strong
presumptions and suppositions,

But you tell me, ““ I use ti . arguments of the Pedo-
Bapt}st, viz.: But where arc infants furbidden to be
baptized 1

But Tingenuously tell you, I know not what Pedo
means, and how then should I know his arguments ?

I takg no man’s urgument but Mr. K.%s, (I must not
name him farther ;) 1 say, I take no man’s argument
but his now, viz: ¢ That there being no_precept, pre-
cedent, or ex.mple, for you to shut yourholy brethren
out of church communion, therefore you should not do
it>* That you have no command to do itis clear, and
you must of necessity grant it. Now, where thero is
no precept for a foundation, it is not what you by all
your reasonings can suggest, can deliver you from the
guilt of adding to his word.

. Areyou commanded to reject them ? if yea, where
isit? If nay, for shame, Ve silent.

¢ Let us say what we will (say you) for our own
ractice, unless ve bring positive Scriptares that yours
1s forbidden, though no where written, you will be as a
man in a rage without it, and would have it thought
you go away with the garland.”

Answer—1. T am not inarage, but contend with you
carnestly for the truth.  And say what you will or can
though with much more squibbling, frumps, and taunts,
thuit hitherto you have mixeds your writing with,
Scripture, Scripture, we cry still: and it is a bad sign
that your cause is naught, when you snap and snarl be-
cause I call for Scripture.

2. Had you a Scripture for this practice, that you
ought to keep your brethren out of communion for want
of water baptism, 1 had done; but you are left of the
word of God, and confess it. ‘

3. And as you have not a text that justifies your own,
so neither that condemns our holy and christian com-
munien; we are commanded alse to ¢ receive him that
13 weal in the faith, for God hath received him.”
read not of garlands, but those in the Acts; take you
them. And I say, moreover, that honest and holy Mr.
Jesse hath justified our practice, and you have not
condemned his arguments; they therefore stand upon
their feet against you.

I leave your 2d, 3¢, 4th, 5th, and 6th arguments
under my answers, where they are suppressed. In
your '7th,. ou again complam, for that L touch your
seeming import, saying, “ I do not use to say, as John
Bunyan, This Isay, and I dare to say. 1 please myself,
by commending my avprehensions soberly and submis-
sively to others much above me.»

Answer.—1. Seeming imports are a base and unwor-
thy foundation for a practice in religion; and therefore
I speak against them. ’

2. Where you say you submit your apprehensions
soberly to those much above, you. it Is false, unless you
conclude none are above you, but those of your own
opinton. Have you soberly and submissively com-
mended your apprehensions to those congregations in
London that are not of your persuasion in the case in
hand ? and have you consented to stand by theit opiaion ?
Have you commaended your apprehensin soberly and
rubmissively to those you caﬁ Independents and Pres-

byters 1 and are you willing to stand by their judgment
in the case 7 Do you not reserve to yourself the liberty
of judgicg what they saly? and of choosing what you
judge 18 night, whether they conclude with you or no 2
1f s0, why do you so much dissemble with all the world
in print, to pretend to submit to others’ judgment, and
y+.t abide to condemn,their judgments ? You have but
une help; perhaps you think they are not above you,
and by that proviso sccure yourself; but it will not do.
* L] * [ ] * [ *

1 shall not trouble the world any farther with an an-
swer to the rest of your books. The books are public
to the world ; let men read and judge. And had it not
been for your endeavouring to stigmatize me with re-
proach and scandal, (a thing that does not become you,)
I need not have given you two lines in answer,

And now, my angry brother, if you shall write again,
pray keep to the question; namely, * What precept,
precedent, or example, have you in God’s word, to
exclude your hol  brethren from church communion for
want of water baptism 1

Mr. Denne’s great measure, please yoursalf with it ;
and when you shall make his arguments your own, and
tell me so, you perhaps may have an answer; but con-
sidering him, and comparing his notions with his con-
veisation, I count it will be better for him to be better
in morals, before he Ye worthy of an answer.

THE CONCLUSION.

READER,—When Moses sought to set the brethren
that strove against cach other, atone, he that did the
wrong thrust him away, as unwilling to be hindered in
his ungodly attempts ; but Moses continuing to make
peace betwixt them, the same person attempted to
charge him with & murderous and bloody design, say-
ing, % Wilt thou kill me as thon didst the Egyptian yes-
terday 9°—A thing too commonly thrown upon those
that scek peace und ensue it. ¢ My soul (sailk David)
hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 1 am for
peace, (saith he,) but when I speak, they are for war.”?
One¢ would think that even nature itself should count
peace and concord = thing of greatest worth among
saints, especially since they, above all men, know them-
selves; tor he that best knoweth himself is best able to
pity and bear with another ; yet evenamong these, such
will arise as will make divisions amoug their breth-
ren, and seek to draw away disciples after them,
crying stll, that they even they, are in the right,
and all that hold not with them 1n the wrong, and to be
withdrawn from:

But whenever he hath said all that he can, it is one of
the things which the Lqgl hateth, to sow discord among
brethren.

Yet many years’ experience’ we have had of these
mischievous attempls, as also have others in other
places, as may be instanced if occasion require it; and
that especially by those of the rigid way of our brethren,
the Baptists so called, whose principles will neither
allow them to admit to comynunion the saint that dif-
fereth from them about baptism, nor consent they should
communicate in church state among themselves ; but
take occasion still, ever as they can, both to reproach
their church state, and to finger from amongst them who
they can to themsclves. These things being grievous
to those concerned, {as we are, though perhaps those
at quict are too little concerned in the matter,) therefore
when I could no longer forbear, I thought good to
present to public view the warrantableness of onr holy
communion, and the unreasonableness of their seeking to
break us to pieces. At tlus Mr. William K., Nr. Thos.
Pau), aud 3Mr. Henry Danvers, and Mr. Denne, fell in
might and main upon me; some comparing me to the
devil, others to a bedlam, others to a soy, and the like,
for my sceking peace and truth among the godly. Nay,
fulther, they begran to cry out murder, as if I intended
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nothing less than to accuse them to the magistrate, and
to render them incapable of a share in the common-
wealth, when 1 only struck at their heart-breaking,
church-renting principles and practice, in their exclud-
ing their holy brethren’s communion from them, and
their condem.ing of it among themsclves, They also
follow me with alanders and reproaches, counting (it
seems) such things arguments to defend themselves.
But I, in the meantime, call for proof, Secripture
proof, to convince me it is a duty to refuse communion
with those of the saints that ditfer from them about
baptism. At this Mr. P, takes offence, caling my
demanding of proof for their rejecting the unbaptized
believer, how excellent soever in faith and holiness, a
clamorous calling for proof, with high and swelling
words, which he counteth not worthy of answer; but
I know the reason—he, by this demand, is shut out of
the bible, as himself also suggesteth; wherefore, when
coming to assault me with arsuments, he can do it but
by seecming import, suppositions, aud strong presump-
tions; and tells you further, in his reply, ¢ That thisis
the utmost of his light in the Scriptures urged for his
practice;” of which light thou mayest easily judge, good
reader, that hast but the common uaderstanding of the
mind of God concerning brotherly love. Strange! that
the Scripture, that everywhere commandeth and presseth
to love, to forbearance, and bearing the burden of our
brother, should yet imply, or implicitly import that we
should shut them out of our Father’s house ; or that
those Scriptures that commaund us to receive the wealk,
should yet command usto shutout thestrong! Thinkest
thou, reader, that the Scripture hath two faces, and
speakest with two mouths ? yet we must do so by these
men’s doctrine. It saith expressly, ¢ Receive dne
another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”
But these men say it is not our duty; it is preposterous
and idolatrous ; concluding, that to receive this brother
i3 not a custom of them, nor yet of the churches of God;
conse%uenlly telling thee, that those who receive such
2 brother are not (let them talk while they will) any of
the churches of God.  See their charity, their candour,
and love, in thé midst of their great pretensions of love.

But be thug assured, Christian reader, that for these
their uncharitable words and actions, they have no footing
in the Word of God, neither can they heal themselves
with suggesting their amicable correspondence to the
world ; church communion T plead for, church commu.
nion they deny themj yet church communion is Scrip-
ture communion, and we read of none other among t{:c
saiuts, True, we are commanded to withdraw from
every brother that walks disorderly,. that they may be
ashamed ; yet not to count him an enemy, bat to
admonish him as a brother. If this be that they intend,
for 1 know not of another comunion we ought to have
with those to.whom e deny church communion, then
what ground of rejoicing those have that are thus
respected by their brethren, I leave it to themselves to
consider of,

In the meanwhile, I affirm, that baptism with water
is neither a bar nor bolt o communion of saints, nor a
doornozinletto communion of saints. The same which
is the argument of my books; and as some of the
moderate among themselves have affirmed, that neither
Mr. K., Mr. P., nor Mr, Danvers, have made invalid,
though sufficiently they have made their assault.

For Mr. Denne, I suppose they count him none of
themselves, though both he and Mr. Lamb (like to like)
are brought for authors and abettors of their practice,
and to repel my peaceable principles. For Mr. Denne,
if either of the three will make his-arguments their own,
they may see what their servant can do ; but I shall not
bestow paper and ink upon him, nor yet upon Mr. Lamb
—the one already having given his profession the lie,
and for the other, perhaps they that know his life, will
see little of conscience in the whole of hus religion, and
conclude him not worth the taking notice of. Besides,

Mr. P, hath also concluded against Mr. Denne, that
baptism is not the initiating ordinance, and that his
utmost strength for the justihication of his ovn practice,
is, suppositions, imports, and strong presumptions, things
that they laugh at, despise, and deride, when brought
by their brethren to prove infant baptism,

Railing for railing I will not render, though one of
these opposers (Mr. Dan by name) did tell me.that Mr.
Paul’s reply, when it came out, would sufficiently
provoke me to so beastly a work; but what is the
reason of his so writing, if not the peevishness of hug
own spirit, or the want of better matter?

This I thank God for, that some of the brethren of
this way are of late more moderate than formerly ; and
that those that retain their former souw'ness still, are
left by the brethren to the vinegar of their own spirits,
their brethren ingenuously confessing, that could these
of their company bear it, they have liberty in their own
souls to communicate with saints as saints, though they
differ about water baptism.

Well, Ged banish bitterness out of the churches, and
pardon themx that are the maintainers of schisms and
divisions among the godly. ¢ Behold how good and
how plegsant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity?
It islike the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down'upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, and that
went down to the skirts of his garment; (farther) it is
as the dew of Hermon, that descended on the mountdins
of Sion, (Mark,) For there the Lord commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore.”

I was advised by some, who considered the wise
man’s proverb, not to let Mr. Paul pass with all his
bitter invectives: but I considered that the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of God ; therefore, I
shall leave him to thw censure and rebuke of ‘the sobsr,
where, T doubt not, but his unsavoury ways with me
willll be seasonably brought to hisremembrance, Fare-
well, :

T am thine to serve thee, Clristian, so long as I can look
out at those eyesthat have had so much dirl thrown at

them by many.
Y 4 JOHN BUNYAN.

i
FROM A FRIEND IN MONTREAL,
For the Gospel Tribune,

A LIST OF S0ME OF THE BAPTIST WORTHIES WHO BELIEVED
IN TFE COMMUNION OF SAINTS:

Joux Buxvan, 1660, author of Pilgrim’s Progress,
and other works: 12 years in prison for the Gospel’s
sake.

Vavasor PoweLL, 1640, called the Apostle of Wales:
8 years in prison for the truth.

W. Carey, D.D., J. Marsaxay, D.D., W. Warp,
M.A,, first Missionaries and translators of the Biblo at
Serampore, India,

Josery Hucuws, M.A., who firat suggested the for-
mation of the British and Foroign Bible Socicty, and
was for many yoars one of its Secretaries.

W: B. Gunxey, Esq., founder and President of tho
London Sunday School Union.

Rosert Hauy, the celebrated preacher and writer.

Joun Foster, the essayist.

RoBerT AND JaMEs HaAupANE, whose praise is in all
the Churches of Christ, in and out of Scotland.

Jorn Ryrawp, D.D,, one of the founders of the Bap-
tis¢ Foreign Mission, and author of & work in defence

of Belicver’s Baptism,
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F. A. Cox, D.D., L.L.D,, -author of & work on
Christian Baptism.

A. Carson, L.L.D., do,

R. PenoiLLy, M.A. do. ,

J. Grars, do.
Barmisy W. Nogt, M.A. do.
& W. Innes, D.D. do.

Axprsw FOLLER, that distinguished ornament of the
¢ Baptist body, might also, without injustice, be put
down on this list,——though he certainly did prefer and
advocate a comprehensive Beptist fellowship, so as to
receive all whom he regarded as baptized believers, and
none clse, Yet he did upon occasion practise open
-communion, and advised some of his people to do the
same, as appears from aletter of his that is still extant.
From the examination of this list, to which many
hundreds of honoured names among the dead and living
might be added, we may observe,

1. That the practice of free communior on the part
of Baptists, is not of recent date; a3 many imagine, who
think that it began with the celebrated Robert Hall.
On thelcontrary, some of the earliest Churches in Eng-
land, formed soon after 1600, maintained it; and in
1673, John Bunyan defended it in a work called,
¢ Differences about Water Baptism no Bar to Com-
munion.’*

2. That the practice has not arisen from a desire to
shun the cross, as some of its opponents affirm. Bunyan
was 50 faithful to his Christian principles, that he endured
imprisonment for 12 years, for the sake of & good con-
science. Here are his noble words: ¢Faith-ond Holi-
-ness are my professed principles, with an endeavour, so
far as in me iieth, to be at peace withall men, But, if
nothing will do, unless I make my conscience a conti-
nual buul:hery and slaughtexr-shop,—unless putting out
my own eyes, I commit me to the blind to lead me,~I
have determined, the Almighty being wy help und

, shield, yet to suffer, if frail’ life might continue so long,

“even till the moss shall zrow on my eye-brows, rather
than to violate my faith and principles. Touching my
practice 2s to communion with visible saints, although
not baptized witk waler, I say it is'my present judgment
so todo.” Then, as to Robert Hall, had he wished to
avoid the cross, he would not have lived and died an
humble Baptst pastor, but would have consented to
become a Lord Bishop in the State Church, when the
offer was made to him,

3. That the practice does not argue indifference about
the Lord’s command, or a willingness to set aside a
divine ordinance. On the contrary, the ablest and most
useful writers in defence of believers’ baptism, in oppo-
sition to the sprinkling of infants, have been open
communionists. The excellent Dr. Carson, who wasso
powerful and unwearied in the advocacy of Baptist con~
victions, and for that reason was generally supposed to
be very sectarian in his spirit, was nevertheless a

determined upholder of free communion among all God’s

ople, whether baptized or not. At the time of his

amented death, there were unbaptized believers among
the members of his Churgh.

* Atihis present day the wmajority of the English Bapusts, both
ministers aud members, ate in favour of having fellowship with
saints, as saings °*forbearing one another in love.! And it is
mainly from this class thay Baptist Btissions and other institu-
t.ons derive thelr support.
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FROM THE REV. JOHN.GILMOUR, PETERBORO’.
(For the Gospel Tribune.)

VITAL RELIGION NECESSARY TO CHRISTIAN
COMMUNION.

In all the works of God we witness the principle of
ascent and easy transition. OQune thing melts into
another, like the colours of the rainbow, by beautiful ap~
proximations, yet preserves a distinctness which clearly
shews cssential differences. However numerous the
resemblances, there is something wanting, or possessed,
or discordant, which constitutes individuality. The
zoophyte possesses sowething more than negative life,
yetdoer not possess enough of animal life to introduce
it to the animal kingdom. Many animals approach the
line ot renson—almost touch humanitly—yet pause as
they proceed, and leave man the exclusive possessor of
moral responsibility. And men sometimes press for-
ward to the very borders of the kingdom of Christ, yet
are only almost persuaded to become Christians,  They
fail in the grand spiritual essentials of personal Christi-
anity; they resemble a lovely corpse: the human
features are all present ; touch it—how cold! life is not
there. So the forms, the appearances of religion, often
obtain ; yet the life of God is not in the soul, and the
most we can say is, not far from the kingdom of God,
yet not in it,—almost sainte, yet lost. To be a Chris-
tian it is essential that we should have

1. Spiritual life. Man is dead in trespasses and sirs,
but if brought under the restorative principles of the
gospel, he is not only pardoned, but quickened ; he be-
comes a new creature in Christ Jesus, Christianity. is
an object—something without me,—is not at all de-
pendent on me for its existence and protective influ-
ence ; yet this avails me not:iag, ¢ if it hasnot brought
life to my soul—a new life to which, previously, I was
a stranger ; a spiritual life—aye,a divinelife, indicating
plainly its origin to be of God, by its desirc to return
to Him in love, and trust, and fellowship.”> 1t islifc as
opposed to guilt and condemnation, freed from the law
of death; it is spiritual, assopposed tymere form ; it is
a holy life, as oppesed to the law of sin; it is, in one
word, holy energy, activity and enjoyment. The king-
dom of heaven ia not in word, but in power: ¢t He has
given to us the spirit of power.” Joy—great joy—un-~
speakable joy ; peacc—great peace—peace that passeth
understanding ; it is Christianity without becoming
Christianity within, Tt is then and thus that Christi-
anity becomes truly vital; the soul then begins to live,
—in 'the true sense of that profaned term,—to live to
God—nay, to live the very lifo of God,—an immortal,
blessed, spiritual life,

2. Christianity, however, is somcthing moro than
emotion ; it is infellceiual emotion. The eternal life of
which the Saviour speaks in John, is fo know, as well
as to feel.  If God creates man withgfive senses, we
might agree, though'the thing had not been palpably
before us, that he would constitute'the material wor.ld
in correspondence with the senses, When the geologist
discovers tho organ of the cye, in some of the ancient
Yossils, ho infers with unsuspeeting, intuitive certainty,
that light existed when that animal'lived. God makes
nothing in vain; his material world is a scries of adap-

tations, Nor shall we find this wanting as wo ascend
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the scale of excellency  Man is an intellectual, moral
nature in ruin, and the gospel is the wisdom of God in
action to redecm him trom that ruin. Be assured it
will reach his heart, but be equally assured it will tax
his understanding. Yot the differences between the
four classes of hearers in the parable of the sower are
all specified with exquisite niceity by the Prince of’
Preachers ; and three, however affected with rehgion,
failed.  One class lived fruitfully and died saf-ly ; now
what is the distinctive principle of that class? Matt.
xili. 23— heareth the word and understandcth it **

The lite of religion differs from all other life that we
know. Of what other life can we say it is—the hife of
thought 2 And is not Christianity in the soul of man
a life of thought 2—¢1 thought on my way, and turned
unto the Lord.””  Yes, vital religion orginates, is modi-
fied, and thatured by thought. The perfection of our
nature in the world of spirits, is represented by Paul as
connected with intellectual enlargement: “ We know
In part, but when that which is perfect is come, then
that which is in part shall be done au ay, and then shall
Iknow even as I am knowa.” We may love God to
the exteat of our knowledge ;uwe cannot love Him e |
yond that, and hence we observe,

3. That vitat religion is intellectual goodness ; it is
to know the true Gnd—the true God in opposition to
all idolatry, or the figments of a vain imagmation,—
Imagination and sensibility in our nature may be, so lo
speak, the creators of the sublime and beantiful ; but
perhaps to them, more than any other principles of our
soui, we may ascribe the degeneracy of religion to mere
sentimentalism, or somethiug more gross—idol worship.
‘The knowledge of God which the Postdeluvians had,
soon became dim through their vain imaginations ; and
though the religious principle still luxuriated, it was
toward objects the most worthless, contemptible and
vile ; and they were given over to a reprobate mind.

Now, the christian religion reveals the true God in
all that is awful in authonty, venerable in wisdom, and
touchmg in goodness; and that christianity within us
is more than mere sentiment; it is an intelhigent love
towards God—conlidence in Him, nnd fetlowship with
Him ; it 1s delight n God—joy in God—faith and hope
in God—glorymg in the Lord; our grief is godly sor-
Trow—our repentance, repentance towards God,—our
sincerity, godly sincerity,—our brotherly ad, helping
after a godly sort,—our ultimatum at the grand consum-
mation, when all things shall be subdued, # God shall
be allinall”? Then the whole man, and the whole re-
deemed throng, will throb with the jife of God. But
essential as are all these clemeuts to constitute true
personal religion, another must be added, to constitute
the personal 1eligion of the New Covenant:

4. The vicarious element. Qur knowledge must ex-
tend to Jesus Christ—our hearts embrace Him as the
hope of glory.® Form, without life, is not the persoual
religion of the New Testament ; and life without thought
is but emation ; and thoughtful emotiun, unless directed
to God, backs the essenual element.  Yetevenall these
constitute only natural religion, or the religion of an in-
nocent being ; but man is guilty, and needs 2 new and
additional element—the redemptive clement: hence the
religion of the bible is to be godly in Christ Jesus, Itis

the knowledge of God in the face of Jesns Christ; it is
arace reigning thy Lugh righteousness unto cternal lifo
by Jesus Christ ; it is joy in God throvgh Clrist ; o lifo
hid with God in Christ. A Christianity without God—
without his law and his supremacy—is not the Christi-
anity of the New Testament. Aslittleisa Christianity
without Christ—without his grace and righteousness.
Hlow profound, brief and comprchensive t—+ hath re-
deemed us unto God ;¥ priests unto God—kings unto
God.

Does the Christianity of the gospel dispense with any
of these few elements in the man who comes under its
plastic nfluence ?  Does it not have them all quivering
with immortal energy, rending fast away the bandages
of corruption which or.ce swathed the soul in spiritual
death, and prepariug it for that elastic moye which will
clear every cloud, pass it beyond the touch of sin, and
leave it under their unimpeded operation among the
saints in light.

No man destitute of any of these elements whatever,
in his church connection or standing, belongs to the
household of faith, nor has any nght to a fellowship in
the church of Chuist: with them, though in painfully
clt feebleness, who has a right to forbid him entrance
fo any chamber of the household of faith, or deny him
the privilege of christian communion ! So did not Paul
each or practice: ¢ For m Christ Jesus neither ciicum-
cision nor uncircumeision availeth anything, but a new
creature 3 and as many as walk by this rule peace be
on them, and mercy, and upon all the Israel of God.”?
See the bright streaks of glory begun in the East!

"is the dawn of the day which shall never be clos’d
Till its mowing refulgence irradiates the West,

‘And Satan’s dark deeds by its light be disclos’d.

<t Where his demoniac powers superstition displays,
Aupd, leagued by infernals, devours human Kind,
O’er his rmn, in trimmnph, the Arcient of days
Shall extend his broad sceptre, for mercy design*d.

Iow bliss{ul the prospect! hope springs forth exulung
Already, to share in the joys that shai rise

When each savage nation—:ts idols renonncing—
Shall pay thewr glad vows to the king of the skies.

Then hasten, O hasten, victorious Redeemer !
Captivity crush ’neath the roll of Thy car,

Till at once, from the lips of each ransomed sinner,
Salvation’s loud anthem resounds from afar.

Thus far, for reasons which all may readily anticipats,
Baptists have alone been heard. The following may be
taken as a foretaste of what 1s in reserve from a noblo
list of worthies of other denominations.

CALVIN'S EXHORTATION,

Keep your smaller differences, let us have no dis-
cord on their account ; but let us mar2h in one solid
column, under the banners of the Captain of our Sal-
vation, and with undjvided counsels form the legion
of the Cross upon the territories of darkness and of
death. . . . I'should not hesitate to cross ten sehs, if
by this mcans holy commuuivn might prevail among
the members of Christ.

JEREMY TAYLOR ON EXCLUSIVENESS.

No man is to be separated from the Church of God,
but he that bas separated lumself from God, and hag
left his duty ; and for a trifling cause to ¢dta mon off

aovite o e
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& from. the communion of the Church, is to do as the
“4man in the fable, that espying a fly on hiz neighbour’s

*lforchead, went to put it off with & hatchet, and struck

'l'jout his brains.

1 THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D., ON UNION.

It were well if christians could be made more alive

", to the serious evil, cither of muluplying dxﬂercncps, or
{of magnifying these differences beyond the real & men-
sions of the worth and importance which belong to
them. By so doing they put themselves into gonll!ct
*with the object of our Saviour’s prayer, which implies
that the world’s regeneration hinges on the palpable
_.ungnimity of His disciples. It is true that we are
" “bidden to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
. to the saints; and that whatever is not of faith is sin.
“Such is the deference to the right of private judgment

. ithat each man should be left Lo believe in the light of
- Ius own understanding ; and if be act not according to,

It is very possible, how-

ﬁ his belief, he acts sinfully.

© .tever, that there might be a particalar matter of fuith

¢ 3 faitn, says nothing distinet or authoritative on the sub-|

id in his mind which forms no part of the_ faith once
delivered to the saints—neither opposed to it, nor yet
belonging to it, just because the bible, or record of this

%y ject. The apostle Paul enjoined the very opposite of
J ‘this carnest contending in the question of meats and
+ days, for his was earnest persuasion to mutual forbear-
ance, and this, that the men who differed in these mat-

faith. It is truly unfortunate, then, when an undue

" stress is laid on cerlain distinctive peculiarities, by

such as tell us that they must stand up for every pin

of the tabernacle,  If scripture made it clear that their
& pecubarity was indeed a pin, there could be but one

choice in regard to it on the part of all enlightened

each man who had a faith in such peculiarity should
be satisfied with having it to himself before God. We
have known several instances of those who could not

ters might continue members of the same church, and)
recogmise cach other as disciples of one and the same,

christians. But if not, it were truly desirable that

conscientiously eat bluod, but never once thought of|

In reply to this objection, it may be -observed, first,
that the princiy le against which it is directed, does not
require us to tolerate any opinion or practice inconsist-
ent with vital godiiness; for it does not require us to
r-caive into the church, or retaip in it, any who fail to
give satistying evidence of samntship. But. in thenext
place, opintons and actions are morally good, bad, or
indifterent. Those belonging to the first class are the
proper objects, not of forbearance but of approbation 3
those belonging to the last are not the legitimate ob-
jects of either sentiment ; and, therefore, nothing but
what is supposed to be erroncous or sinful is the just
object of forbearance or toleration. Hence it follows,
that, in the strict sense of the term, forbearance, so far
from implying approbation or sanction, implies the
{reverse. It implies that the opinion or practice in
reference to which it is exercised, is regarded as less or
more criminal ; but that it does not involve such an
amount of criminality as to render the individual hold-
ing or following it, deserving of expu;sion from a chris-
tian society. This forbearance is not only perfectly
compatible with the empioyment of all legitimate
means for convincing and reclatming our erring brother,
but if exercised from christian motiqes, it will irresisti-
bly instigate to the assiduous and affectionate employ-
Iment of all such means. It mast be observe yet
farther, that even those who argue the most fiercely, or
who declaim the most loudly, against forbearance, are
necessitated to practise it.  Perfection isnot the attain-
ment of humanity in the present world; and choose
what church they may, the persons referred to will not
find in it a single member who it not chargeable with
misconceptions and errors in opinion, and with sinful
infirmities of temper and conduct. Forbearance, then,
they must exercise, if they are to be connected with a
Christian church at all ; and the only question is, How
far may forbearance be carried? In answer to this
question, no consistent or intelligible principle hag yet
been propounded but that here recommended ; and that
is, to extend our forbearance just as far as Jesus Christ
extends his, and no farther—to reccive all whom he
1eceives, and none else.

In taking leave of this objection, it may not be unin-

erccting this peculiarity of theirs into a term of com-,structive to add a supplementary remark relative to the
munivn, or of erecting a scparate church because of it.| confused notions entertuined by many on the subject of
Now, are there no other points and peculiarities which, forbearance, and to the vague sense in which the term
have most unnccessarily and most perniciously been is often employed. Frequently, in woirks of religious
made points of sectarianism, and so asto have it given, | biography, we meet with the statement, * He could not
in the eyes of the world, the aspect of a motley and, olerate error or sin.”  This statement 1s intended te be

parti-coloured thing to our common christianity 2—
though destined to be the religion of the species,
because truly a religion not of points but of principles.
To persist in keeping up these as points of distinction,
and so to postpone the condition on which we are told

80 many gnais, and to swallow & most enormous
camel.

ROBEBT BALMER, D.D., ON PRINCIPLES OF
UNITY.

3. I now proceed to & third objection which may be
urged against the principle of union advocated in the
preceding pages. That princisle! it may be alleged,
requires us tosanction error and sin. It requiresus to
receive into the church, and to retain in it, persons
holdiug notions, and following practices, which to us
appear unscriptural aitd pernic’~us.  This is an objec-
tion which has been frequentlv urped against the sys-
tem of whatis called ¢free communion,” end by many
excellent persuns it is regarded as perfectly waanswer-
able,

that the world shall be converted, is truly to strain at;

highly laudatory ; but from the ambiguity of the prin-

‘ciple term, it may express either a high compliment or
s, severe censure, If 1t be intended to intimate that the
person spoken of could not witness error without striving
to reclaim from it, or sin without testifying fearlessly
but affectionately against it, 1t describes the character
of a Christian at once ‘merciful and faithful, and emi-
nently resembling the Saviour. But if the statement be
intended—and often it has been intended—to convey
the idea that the person described would not tolerate in
the church those who held opinions which seemed to
him in the slightest degree mistaken, however unques-
tionable their personal piety, it is descriptive, not of an
eminent saint, but of an ignorant and odious bigot.

THE REV. JOHN ANGELL JAMES ON THE
UNION OF PARTIES.

I now ccme to consider the aEANS by which we may
hope, and should endeavour, to promot& the object of
this volume,

In order to bring about thoe desired union, it should

Tt deserves attention, as aTording & curious and, be taken up, not only by all parties, but by all persons.

irstructive example of that verbal ambiguity by which; It must come upon the individual conscience of every
almost every question in religion has been less or more | chiristian, as Ais dufy, according to his -station and
perplexed ; and as showing that even acute and viger- measure of influence, to promote it. We ought not to
ous intellects are often swayed by the sound rather sink ourselves, and our personal obligations, in the
than the sense of words, mass. Itisevery one’s concern, All the great in<
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terests which arce hindered by our divisions, or aided
by our agreement, belong to cach ofus ; the edification
of the church, the credit of religion, and the moral im-
provement of the world.  We must not stand gazing
at this work, saymg, ¢ Who shall do it ?” but must say
¢ lere i3 work for me to do.” I am quite aware that 1t
is the becoming duty of christian ministers to promote
union ; their responsibility in this, as well as in every
other subject connected with true religion, is truly tre-
mendous; and God will require this matter at their
hands. 1t is they who kindle or quench the flames of
contention ; that strengthen or relax the bonds of union ;
that alienate or concilinte the affections of the brethren.
The power of the pulpit, and the influence of ministerial
example, are prodigions. If the pastors could be
brought to associate, the flocks wouldinstantly follow ;
and it is a solemn and a serious cousideration for those
to whom the Suviour has granted an office of such in-
fluence, whether they can best discharge its duties by
perpetuating or healing the wounds of the universal
church. If the chord of charity were struck by a nrm
and skillful hand in the pulpit, from time to time, it
would produce an instant vibration throughout the
whole congregation; and the words of peace going
from thence, would be returned in ready and joyful
echoes by the listening hearers, The mmister of re-
Hgion cannot be fully acting out his duty as a servant
of Christ unless he is a promoter of peace, and duing all
he can 1o harmonize the discordant elements of the
christian church. His ministry is emphatically one of
reconciliation ; and he has wistaken his commission if!
he be employing himself inany way that is opposed to
this, or even if he be neglecting it. Bui chnstian union
belongs u~t to ministers only, it should press_upon the
conscience of every one of their hearers. No man is
doing his whold duty as a christian, who is doing ncthing
to repair the breaches in the walls of Zion. On the 1e-
turn of the Jews from captivity, it was thus the desola-
tion of Jerusalem was removed; Nehemiah appointed
offierrs and master builders; but, in additivn to ths,
¢ the people had a mind to work;' and ¢ we returned all
of us to the wall) said the historian, ‘every ono of us
to his vork.> Let us, then, not wait for others, nor
sugpend our cfforts till we can get them to co operate
with us, but let cach denomination, each minster, each
individual christian commence the work of pacification,
and the attempt to unite the people of God. ¢ Let us
each do our part, so as we may be able to say, Per me
non stetit ; it was not my fault but christians had been
more combined and entirely one with each other, but
they had been more thoroughly christian, and mose en-
tirelz united with God in Chnist, that christianity had
not been a more powerful, lively, amiable, and awful
thing. If the christian community moulder and decay,
be erfeebled, broken, dispirited, and ruined in great
part, this ruin shall not rest under my hand.'®

But as we shall not attempt to ¢ccomplish an object,
especially if it be attended with some difficulty, which
we do not covet, there must be a prevailing desire be-
fore there will be a genera! effort. Desire! and can
any man whose mind s enlightened by the spirit of God,
and whoge heart is renewed by His grace, be without
such desire? Will any one who surveys the distrac-
tions of the christian church, who sees the parties mto
which it is spht, the virulence by which they are actu-
ated, the angry controversies they maintam, the dis-
credit they bring upon christianity, the force they give
to infidel objections, the gratification they afford to
demons, the obstructions they throw in the way of the
world’s conversion, not desirs the union of the church ?
Can any person pretead to the chrigtian character, with
the paralysis of such a cold and deadly indifference at
his heart? What! gurvey the divided state of that
church with indifference, for which Chrnist cave his
tears, his prayers, his blood, his life, to make it one,

* Howe on Union among Protestants.

and yet pretend to piety ! To see that church a battle-
field, which should be a sheepfold, and those members
of it, which should be feeding together a3 lambs, fighting
with each other as gladiators, and shed no tears for its
divisions, cherish no desires for its union! Is the
church, which is the centre of God’s cares and coun-
sels, the purchase of Christ’s blood, no more to us than
this ? Had we scen even the seamless garmentwhich once
covered the sacred person of the Saviourrent and torn
by violence, we could not have looked on the mutilated
robe without emotion ; and shall we see his spintual
body torn by faction, and disfigured by bigotry,{ and
yet be indifferent to the melancholy spectacle? A per-
son in such a state of mind as this, surely cannot bea
livaly stone ¢ in the spiritual house,’ but & mere icicle
hanging to its exteiinr,

But we must go still farther au1d higher, and prepare
for closer union by more eminent piety., A cold and
uninfluential orthodoxy, which leaves us still werldly
and vndevout, however it may give us an intellectual
aympathy with each other, and fay the basis of a cour-
teous and gene:al esteem, will do but little in the way
of drawing our hearts together. AH who have written
upon the subject of christian union agree in the opinion,
that it is an increasing spirit of sincere and fervent piety
that will alone be found equal to the work of subduing
our prejudices, and conciliating our affections. Tha
apostle’s question, ¢ From whence come wais and fighte
ings among you? Come they not hence, even of your
lusts, that war in your members ?” shows the cause of
divisions, and suggests the nature of the remedy. The
contentions in the church flow from the same source as
Ithose of the world. In our nature there are yet remaing
of corruption, mixed up with divine sentiments and
holy affectiong ; and thus, in every heart, there are
principles of affinity and repulsion. Grace attracts
grace, and corruption repels it : in proportion as grace
prevails over corruption, it will be drawn towards its
| corresponding principle in other hearts; while, on the
contrary, as corruption prevails over grace, it will
make the less sanctified heart repellant and dissocial,
Thus, as piety becomes more purified and strengthened,
it will draw, and must of necessity draw, all classes
Vof christians nearer to ench other, until an externat
land visible unity, as well as an internal one, shall bo
formed, and all its expected results shall be accom-
plished. This attractive power of true piety is a law,
the force of which has been already in some measure
developed under various forms; and is a law which,
| when complete in its operstion, will as surely bring
Iround it ail christian bodies, and keep them in harmo-
nious movement, a3 the solar gravitation will carry
round, in their full cycle, the whole system of the
planets. The piety that draws us nearer to Christ,
must draw us nearer to each other, as bodies that press
closer to & common centre press closer at the same time
to onc another. The church is not yet holy enough
for very close union. It is too worldly, selfish, and
malignant in its spirit: and it is to this immoderato
attachment to things secular and carthly, toa waat of
mor’ ardent love to God, and of more reverence for
truth, rather than to the obscurities of revclation, that
we must impute the unhappy contentions among
christians—maladics which nothing cen correct, as al-
ready stated, but a deeper and more practical piety.—
| Any curative process which does not go to purify and
Istrenghthen the spiritual constitution, will be only the
administration of palliatives; or, at best, will produce
only an external appearance of convalescence, whilo
the whole mass cf the blood is impure and unhealtbyr.
Heaven is perfeetly harmonious, beeause it is pecfectiy
holy : there ‘s no discord there, because there is node-
pravity ‘which can occasion the jarring note. _ If differ-
cences of opinion could exist there, they would occasion

no bitterness of feeling, no alienation of heart, because
perfect love casts out all wrath as well as all fear.
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RALPH WARDLAW, D.D.
A CATHOLIC SPIRIT, ETC.

Wherever the catholic spirit exists in its.genuine
Claracter, and legitimate amplitude and strength,it will
13play itself in admitting and courting the society of
seHow-believers, without distinction of outward denom-
1ation ;—the intercourse of personal companionship,
80d friendship, and fire-side association, along with the
€xercises of christian converse and social commurion
With God ; and the intercourse, too, still private though
S0mewhat more enlarged, of those spiritual coferics, to
Which our forefathers gave the appropriate designation
.Pffelloztship-mcctinys. It will display itself still further
In combinatjon for purposes of christian benevolence,
In co-operation for promoting their accomplish~
ment, in every accessible way that does not trench
UPOn conseientiousness, or demand any sactifice of prin-
cq)le.‘ And can any satisfactory reason be assigned,
Why it should not display itself in the more extended
Lommunion of saints, as exemplified in the more pub-
1¢ ordinances of divine appointment and christian
Celebration ; and above all, in the simple but delightful
:538¢ of Jove-—the Lord’s Supper? In what capacity
18 it that we take our places there? Is it as fellow-
res‘.’Yterians, or fellow-congregationalists, or fellow-
2ptists, or fellow-pedobaptists? Is it not rather as
J ellOw-bch’«:vers,—fe(lowdisciples,——fellwmchristiana ?z If
a DPresbyterian and a congregationalist, or a baptist and
2 pedobaptist, object to sitting down with each other
?t the table of’ the Lord, one of two inferences must
Ollow : —_¢jther they must, on account of their differ-
€hices of sontimeut as to the government or rites of the
b rch, question each other’s christianity j~—or it must
be’ Dot ag believers—disciples—christians, but as pres-
Jterians or congregationalists, baptists or padobap-
1813, that they, respectively, consider themselves as
tatitled to g geat at the feast '—And is there any one
®iring the name of Jesus now to be found, who holds
804 wil] defend so antiscriptural and narrow-minded
® position? Let it be remembered, reader, it is not
9Ur table,—it is the Lord’s table ;—and shall we, then,
C0nsider ourselves as entitled to shut the door of ad-
mlsﬁion against any whom, there is every reason to
beheve, the Divine Master of the feast would himself
Teceive ? [Is there no presumption in this? It is not
a Dreshyterian table, or an independent table; it is a
Mrigtian table, And ought not all, then, who are ¢ of
0 heart and one soul’ in regard to the essential articles
evangelical truth, and who give evidence of their at-
“hment to these blessed truths by ¢ & conversation as
; cometk the gospel of Christ,’—~to welcome one
snother to a joint participation of the symbols of the
tﬁme broken body and the same shed blood, which are
“18 objects of their common faith, the ground of their
commgy hope, the charter of their common freedom,
the spring of their common holiness and their com-
TMon joy 7 And although it is a feast only for earth,—
eSigned, while his people are here, to keep them in
nd of that best friend, whom alas! they are so prone
+0 foreet, and to be observed by the chureh below only
Ull He come 3’ yet the blessedness of heaven is also
8¢t forth under the image of a feast:—we are to ‘sit
d°“’!1 with Abrahamgnd Isaac, and Jacob in the king-
{lom of God ;>—and Wurely there is something very
IRconsigtentt and anomalous in our declining to sit to-
Sther at the feast below with those whom we expect
e our fellow-guests, loving and loved, at the feast
Ove! T cannot understand this. I can neither com-
Preheng the principle, nor bring any one sympathy of
;.:iy heart into unison with the feeling of it. IfIseca
s 1°,W~believer who happens to be a presbyterian, man-
Hesting in his life a larger amount of the exalted moral
®Xcellencies and the lovely beauties of the christian
chal'actet-, than another fellow-believer who is an inde-
Ndent,—J must, if my sentiments and feelings are in
anything like harmony with the dictates of the word of

God, experience a correspondingly larger amount of
the love of complacency towards the one than towards
the other. The character must stand higher in my es-
timation, and lie closer to my heart. And of what
kind, then, must that principle be,—how am1 to char-
acterise, how am I to designate it,—according to which
I am to be precluded from giving a place beside me at
the christian feast to the more worthy, while I am
bound to give it to the less worthy, of my brotherly
affection —bound to receive him who is less a christian
because he is ar independent, and bound to exclude him
who is more a christian because he is a presbyterian !
Is there anything like this in all the bibie?

The question has been frequently asked, “ will the
pages of the Z’ribunc be open to controversy, in any
form 7 Inanswer to which it is now proper to state,
that so leng as discussion is necessary, controversial
articles, conceived to be promotive of the development
of truth, will be cheerfully inserted ; provided they
keep clear of all idle, declamatory, and dogmatic
language; and alio of every thing that could be
reasonably construed as personally offensive: and
hence, the authors of articles dealing with specific
individuals, will confer great favor by not sending
their communications, unless they are willing to have
them squared and trimed to suit this journal, by its
introductory propositions, to the full extent of clearing
from each paragraph—every thing that breathes the
spirit of assumed supremacy, or arrogance—leaving
unimpaired the soundness of all legitimate arguments,
as these never fail to command the admiration of the
Christian, even when they are wrenching from him
the most valued of his cherished errors.

Illustrative of what is intended, the following argu-
mentis are presented from a m;muscript of 38 pages of
similar matter,furnished by a farmer of Zorra, Canada
West; the whole of which affords a fine specimen of
cogent, controversial reasoning, conducted in the spirit
of attractive Christian courtesy. Believing, however,
that every controversy, like the amputation of a limb,
should be consummated with the fewest possible strokes
all that is considered necessary to meet the just claims
of the review, against which the 38 pages are directed,
is here inserted; while the rest is reserved till further
occasion shall render the publication necessary.

TO THE REV. JAMES PIPER, D.D.

Dear Sie:—I next notice your attempt to invalidate
our argument from the narfative of Cornelius. That
is one of our strong bolds, which, I confess, I have
been accustomed to view as impregnable. Mr. Hall
states the argument thus: ¢ The principle on which
Peter justified his conduct, is plainly this: that when
it is once ascertained that an individual is .the object of
divine acceptance, it would be impious 10 withkold from
him any religious privilege ;” and he adds, “until it
be shewn that this was not the P"n‘f‘P]Cr or that the
practice of strict communion is consistent with it, we
shall feel ourselves compelied to discharge, with just
detestation, a system of acti.on which St. Peter con-
templated with horror, 8s withstanding God.”

You find fault with Catholics for adducing the case
of Peter in the house of Cornelius, as an instance of
the force of general principles ; but does it not remain,
for all that you have advanced, a striking instance of

L]
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that very thing? Have you sheien the incorrectnessjargument for their reception, what could have hindered
of what Mr. Ha'l has stated to be Tue prixcirus on,those of the circumecision from iusisting on the necessity
which Peler justificd his conduct 2 or have you proved of thatrite? Had oue, with the views of our strict
that the practice of strict communiou is consistent 1wcith 1¢ 2 friends, been m the house of Cornelins, and heard the
The principle is expressed in a variety of forms, and|Apostle’s appeal, he would have taught the Jews that
go clearly in each, that it is difficuit to conceive how his reasoning wag mconclusive. True, he wonld have
it could be mistaken. Who could, for a moment, hesi- {said, there is evidence that God hath received them ; but
tate to admit that thy phrase, “What God hath}that may be ro warrant for us to commune with them,
C]efln..'cd [hat ca]l not u\o“ con]mon,“ e\prcsscs’ b) 1‘"1('88 ”lcy bc circumct'scd fol’ that/ is Gods own Ordi-
implication, the very principle as stated by Mr, Hall 2 nance,—“ the ﬁmdnmenlal law of his house” To
Agdln % (od is no respector of persnus, but in every commune with them wrihout l( would be to sanction
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness, , the subversion of Gud's own law : it 15 vecessary,
is accepted ofhim ;» and itis of conrse c\naﬂy implied :  therefore, that they be circumcised after the manner
¢ He hath also shewn me that ncither should I respect, of Moses.  True, God bas received them, and doubtless
persons, but accept such as he accepts.”  And again : he wills us to receive them ; but only as ke received us,
“ forasmuch then, as God gave them the like gilt as,Jews, who were all circunciscd.
he did unto us, what was I that I should withstand, You close your remarks on tlis marrative thus;
God 1" When they heard this, they held their peace,iquoting Peter's question: ¢« Who can forbid water,
and glonfied God, saying, then hath God also to thej&c.,”” and his command to baptize them, you say:
Geatiles granted repentunce unto life” Is not the|‘ When Peter rehearsed these facts to the Church at
language both of Peter and and the people precisely i Jerusalem, the brethren there were satisfied with the
tantamount to that of Mr. Hall’s statement? As if{reception, &e. Now, sir, the facts which you labour to
they should say : * Now we clearly perceive that these|mnake your readers believe were the most prominent in
individuals are the objects of divine acceptance. Why, therehearsal, are not thereat all.  You have overlooked
then, should we withstand God, by refusing to receiveseveral of the facts which rhe Apostle rehearses, as
them into His church, and commune with them ? reasons for communing with the Gentiles; and you
You say of the phrase, “What God bath cleansed, have fixed on ope, which, though mentioned in the
&c.”: “This was something more than a general former part of the narrative, he c.uu.rely passes over in
principle; it was a posiTivE command to Peter to the .rehearsal: the reason “:hy 1?, is left out, is very
change his sentiments and practice.”” Granted, it was obvious. The Apostle’s object is to _rehcars.e t}.xose
a positive command, yet founded on & general princi- f:}cls which .formed thc. grou.nds on wln.ch he J\\s\\ﬁt}s
ple, or calling his attention to 2 gencral principle. his co.nd.uct in communing with .the Gentiles; and t!rcfr
Observe, dear sir, the command does not stand alon, |Submission to baptizm not being one of these, itis
No, there is a certain principle, or rule, given in con- ovcr!oakcd. Indeed the fact mentioned  v. 16, may
nection with the probibition to dircct.him how to apply |2¢ viewed as next 10 an express denial that their sub-
it; or, thereis a reason given why an alteration in his{mission to baptizm formed any part of the reason for
sentiments and practice is enjoined : viz, © What God) their reception. ] )
hatle cleansed, that call not thon common.” Henceforth | *The brethren,” you say, “were satisfied with the
whether thou meetest with Jew or Greek, Barbarian, reception which those Gentiles had met,”—ud so
or Seythian,—bond or froe—whenever thou ascer-,\Would any baptized Churchon the, face of the earth.
tainest that he is the object of divine acceptance, lct'We are distinctly informed what were the precise

all questioning about the propriety of communing with'grounds of their satisfaction (sec Acts, c. 11, verses
him be hushed forever. 17, 18 ; and would any strict Baptist Church be satis-

You go on tosay: * The voice of God led Peter to fied with these? Ferily not.
receive these Gentiles, and the all important question| Let me suppose a case. A Baptist Missionary goes
is, did the Apostle receive them without baptism ?‘inlo adestitute part of the country, where our views ag
Now, Sir, allow me to say, with all deference and,Baptists, have made little progress. e preaches the
Tespect, this cannot be said to be the question in anyjGospel. It comes with power {0 the hearts of several
sense ; for it never was, and in fact, never could have;of his hearers ;—they evince genuine repentance, and
been questioned. The very question at issue betweea, faith, and are desirous of being formed into a Church;
us, as far a3 this narrative is concerned, is certainly{the Missionary is very agreeable, only being a Baptist,
this: Was the evidence of their acceptance with God theihe endeavours to convince them of their duty in respect
SOLE GROUXD of their receplion inlo the Church, or not #{to baptism. With some, he ig successful; but with
I feel persuaded that no candid enquirer, acquaintedothers, he is unsuccessful ;—their parents, or perhaps
with the narrative, can hesitate 2 moment to answerlsome of their acquaintances, are pious Probaptists.
this question in the affirmative; and, if it must be so|They persuade them that having been baptized in
apswered, doubtless the narrative stands in the divine{infancy, baptism, faccording to the views of the Mis-
xecord as a guide to the Church to the end of the world, jsionary, is unnecessary. There being no Church as
as to the reception of members. o lyetin the place, the Missionary, sensible of the impor-

If it be not admitted that cvidence of divine ncccpt— tance of having these young converts, and their pious
ance was the sole ground of the reception of these,relatives and acquaintances, all formed into 2 Church,
Gentijes,—if it be cont2nded that any tlang clse may with a view to cdify and watch over one anothcr,
have been nmecessary, to render valid the Apostle’s ho ugh o strict baptish, gives way, and forms all into a
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% Church, on the open communion principle. The Mis-
j sionary is called toaccount by his brethren; a council
¢is convened to try him ;—if he should, in defending
"hnmself, argue the very arguments of Peter, in his
.uzdenucnl words, as found in Acts, XI, 17; XV, 8, 9,
_would any strict communion Baptist Church be salnﬁcd
with the Missionary’s defence? No. There is not
one close Baptist Church that would be satisfied with
_such arguments from a Missionary, as those urged by
“the Apostle Peter, on the two different occasions on
‘which we find him on his defence. We are safesfied,

- however, that the Apostle’s arguments ought to be

_viewed es satisfactory, wherever the premises exist.
. To conclude my somewhat extended remarks on this

;vcry important narrative, 1 observe, the defence of the

iz Apostle furnishes us with an infullible criterion whereby
%to judge of the quahhc.mons of candidates for commu-

g nion.  That criterion is not submission to baptism: it

xs evidently the possession of genuine faith and repent-

ance. The New Testament does not furnish us with a

statement or list of what errors may or may not be

Y tolerated in the Church of Christ, either as to their

; naturc or magnitude ; but in various passages, cspecially

in the defence of Ieler, we have a definite principle

cxplicitly laid down, which is obviously mceant to apply to
4 every case that could possibly occur. A circle is drawn,
§as it were, all within which have written on their fore-
4 beads, ¢ accepted of God ;" and the Apostle puts the
_ “ solemn, the portentous interrogation 1o every one that
would dare to, hesitate aboutreceiving the “ accepted:”
what art thou that thou shouldest withstand God 7 e
hath received them ; thou perceivest his mark distinetly
pourtrayed in their foreheads; yea, Christ himself sups
with them, and they with kim ; and wilt thou hesitate to
receive such, though expressly commanded to receive
them, as he received thy unworthy self? Why tempt
ye God? Finally, if the argument urged by the
Apostle was conclusive in the case in which he urged
it, it must be cqually so in cvery case where the same
premises cxist on whick his argument was based.

After quoting the words of th€ commission, you
observe: ““ The real point at issue in this controversy,
is, does Christ sanction the erection of a Church com-
posed wholly, or in part, of individuals who have anni-
hilated the positive institution enjoined by this law upon
all believers, and in its stead placed a human in-
vention 7"

Now, sir, with all deference, allow me to express my
opwion, that this not the rcal point at issue. It is
scarcely possible, indeed, to conceive of a more unfair
statement of the point at issue, than yours. I thinkl
may appeal to ary candid mind, in any measure ac~
quainted with the controversy, if the following be not
rather the point at issue:—Does Christ sanction the
crection of a Church, composed of individuals who have
obtained grace to repent of their sins, and embrace his
Gospel,—cven though they have. through involuntary
mistake, ncglected his ordinance of baplism 2

Itis not necessary to suppase that Christ, in sanction-
ing a Church, composed of pious Pxdobaptists, must
sanction .also, the annililaton of his owninsutution. It
is surely coaceivable that he may sanction a Church
composed of individuals who love him, in sincerity,

without sanctioning their errors, It may be presumed
there are very few of the members of the Church at
Toronto perfectly free from error, either in principle or
practice ; but though it may be hoped that Cluist has
sanctioned the erection of the Bond Street Church, yet be

assured, he do.3 not sanctjon the least of the errors of its
members.

But suppose we should admit that your question is the
‘¢ real” question at issue, and that it ought to be answer-
ed in the negative—what then? Do you want us to
say that Christ acknowledges no Pwdobaptist Church as
a Church of his, and that consequently, we are to regard
nosuch Church as a Church of Christ, whatever may
be the religious character of its members?  Those who
can entertain such a conclusion, have surely little room
to talk of the absurdity of the Apostolic succession.

REVINWS. '

# CaNaDIAN SanBatit ScHoon Hymy Boox.>—This
is a collection of 225 hymns, compiled by the Rev. A.
Green, D.D., and just issued from the press of Wesleyan
Book Room, Toronto, in the usual creditable style of
that establishment. Ninety-two of the hymns, nearly
the one-half, being the best Sabhath School Melodies of
Watts and Wesley, are so universally known aod ad-
mired, as to render superfluous whatever might here be
said in their praise. The remaining 132 hymns are
from a varicty of sources—some anonymous—yet all
of them evidently the effusions of hearts attuned to
impress favourably the minds of the children and
youth of Canada: in view of which, and the dawning
of our couniry’s existence, the following supplicatory
Stanzas of the Rev Wellington Jeffers, 2s contained in
this little volume, appear highly appropriate:

And while our country’s morn
We now rcjomc to see,

0, while a nation % born,
May it.be born fothee;

And may we grow to take our place
‘With nations God delights to bless.

Qur hearis to thee we bring ;

To thee we make our prayer:
Dwell in our mids1, O King!
Make Canada thy care ! 1

And as ger children still increase,
Guide-them to Canaan’s land in peace.

Denominationally, the volurac is so much allied in
character to the Gosped Tribune, that itis cheerfully
represented as suitable in doctrine and spirit for gene-
ral use in the schools and families of Evangelical
Christendom.

WAY MARKS IN TBE WILDERNESS

A Monthly Journal of Seriptural Studics, Lilerary Ob-
servations, and Current History.—Jaxes Ineris & Co.,
Hamilton, C. 1.

The name of the Rev. Jaines Inglis is a sufficient
guarantee that this new monthly will be conducted
with ability ; and the names of the Rev.John Hogg
and the Rev. David Inglis, his associatcs, not only
strengthen this guarantee, but furnish a reliable**pledgo
of the catbolic spirit and unsectarian aim of the publi-
cation”> On this point the evidence is so satisfactory
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that the Z'ribunc huils this journal of Inglis & Co.as a
valuable coadjutor in the attainment of the objects of|
1 s mission: and would represent it as worthy of the
special attention of all who would accurately ascertain
the manner in which prophesy is viewed by those who
believe i1 the near approach of Christ's personal reign
on ecarth. The “first fruits? of this belicf, says the
preface, is to cast into oblivion the temporal occasions
of disunions, and b.nd heart to heart in tenderness
unknown before.” * This nfluence,” continues the
preface, *¢is due not only to the vastness of the hope
itself, but also to the bearing 1t has on all the faithand
relations of the Chirisuian hfe: first, in the strong hght
of attractivn and preciousness in which it sets the
Saviour, as the centre of our affections, and the clearer
and more engaging aspect in which it presents the
Father; ther, 1n the expanded views it affords of the
plantand purpose of divine grace, winch is advancing
speedily to tus fultillient ; and, lastty, sn the distinet-
ness and clearness in which we are enabled to perceive
the relation of cluldren of God, heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ.”

That tire belief referred to should have all the influ-
ence claimed for it by the Rev. Mr. Inglis, in binding
¢ heart to heart,” is most cheerfully granted; yet it
cannot be concealed, that in looking for the precious
fruits of < love and peace® among the professors of this
fuith, painful disappointment is frequently the result.
Not so, howerer, with the conductors of this Magazine,
They send it forth richly laden with clusters. that
would have gladdencd the hearts of Hall and Balmet.
The following, from the preface, is choice fruit, which
cannot be otherwise than grateful to every friend of
Christian Alliance:

“The title of this journal intimates that it aims
rather at the edification and comfort of Christians, than
at distinction and influence in the world. The senti-
ment in which it originated is common, in our day,
among those who love the Lord Jesus Christ, in sin-
cerity.  Wearied with the rivalrics and conflicts of the
times, they long for opportunities of refreshing their
souls in the uplands of divine truth, where the spirit of
schism may not intrude, or at lcast, cannot thrive.
Though this desire prevails extensively, we are not
presumptuous enough to expect that all who cherishit
should accept this humble guide to the regions whither
they look. Yetin this we find present comfort, that
the scutiment has linked us, as Editors and Contribu-
tors—Members of six distinct denominations, in a com-
mon enterprize: and we are thence encouraged to
hope that the expression of our common thoughts,
convictions, and emotions, may minister to the solace
of others who yeamn for love and peace.

We harve wot found it necssary to agree upon any
compromise of truth, in order to unite in thia labor of
love. Still less do we design to advocate any such

afford to forbear with one another 1n opmnions wherein
we differ.”

These sentiments are decisive, generous and noble;
u glike creditable to the head and heart? of their author,
Long may their spirit give tone and character to every
page of Way Marks in the Wilderness,

YOUNG MEN—THEIR CLAIMS AND DUTIES.

From a consideration that many of the claims of the
young men of our country are grievously overlooked,
to the great injury of al! parties, a cheerful willingness
is now expressed to devote to their interests a suitable
portion of this journal, monthly, that the difficulties
and discouragements under which they labour may be
better understood, and the unnecessary obstructions re-
moved, which now crowd the pathway of their moral
and relizious improvement. The following letter
throws much light upon a measure of great promise.—
It is fervently hoped that the young men who fear the
Lord, in each city, town and village, will immediately
combine in securing to themselves all the advantages
of an efficient “ Yorxe Mex’s CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.”
And if thoso who are disposed to act cannot otherwise
obtain the requisite information, let them write to this
journal, and their inquiries will be answered in the
succeeding number, which may save much correspond-
ence that would otherwis e necessary.

YOUNG MEN'S CHR1STIAN ASSOCIATION.

(For the Gospel Tribune.)

Mr. Epitor,—You have kiudly permitted me offer to

the public, through your first issuc, some account of tho

tions. Most persons have become aware of the exist-
ence of such institutions; few, however, have an
adequate conception of the extent of their ramifications,
or the purposes they are designed to answer.

or to alleviate the evils, which, in large cities at least,
arise from tbe extension of commerce. Under the infiu-
ence of these evils; young men were growing up desti-
tute of moral feeling aud principle, slaves of vice and
stemperance, strangers to truth, and encouies to God.
In the city of London, the metropolis of the world,
‘where the necessity was first felt, the young men wero
released from their duties at an hour when every re-
spectable family circle was closzd, and when the tavern
or worse places were alone open for theirreception. It
was found impossible to overtake the evil by any of the
ordinary agencies of the churches of Chnst. At this
juncture a fe'w eamest chnistian young men connected
with one of the large establishments of that city, were
vrought together in the bedroom of one &f their number
to pray for the preservation of their own spiritual life,
and the conversion of the ungodiy with whom they were
wing.  This hittle prayer-mecting became the embryo
of the great London Young Men’s Chustian Association.

compromise ; nor to propose to Christians any new
scheme of formal alliapee, as a relief from the distrac-
tinns which we lament.  But we find that in so much
we are agreed. Nay, in all that relates o the faith,
life and hope of the child of God, we arc united, and in
elucidating and advacating the truth, we can well|

This Association was established onthe Gth June, 1844;
1t bas been increasing in strength and influence 10 the
present time, and ss already allowed a hugh place among
the many religious institutions which conshtutea créwa
of glory to that vast metropolis. They have reading-
rooms, libiary, and bibleand literary classes, established

history and design of Young Men’s Christian Associa- |

Ten years ago there was no sort of provision to meet
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for the benefit of their mrembers. Nor are they regard-
lesg of the world lying in wickedness ; they distribute
annually 100,000 tracts and papers for young men, sup-
P}Y destitute families with the word of life, and act as
City missionaries on the Lord’s day. Some of their
Members preach on the the streets of London ; but more
Of.ten they are the means of stirring up the professed
Ministers of Christ to leave their pulpits now and then,
and g9 intg the highways to compel the blind and the
1tto come to the Lord's feast; and very few Sabbaths
Pass in which occasion is not afforded for joy and
th‘"kSgiving on behalf of some young men, who are
€4 to forsake the world, and to enrol themselves among
t ® Servants of Christ. So marked has been the benefit
arising from the London Association, that branches
4ve been established in most of the large cities of|
Teal Britain and Ireland. Associations of a kindred
Claracter have also been formed in many countries in
Urope, as well as in the United States of Anmerica, in
anada, and in other dependencies of Great Britain.
n l?ﬂgls.nd there are 23; in Scotland 4; in Ireland
%3 In Australia 2; in Canada 2; in the United States,
f“"l“ding one recently established in California, 32;
' the various States of Germany there are 84,
Which unite in annual conference under the des-
!8uation of the Young Men’s Alliance of the Rhine
804 Westphalia ; in Holland there are 4; in' France,
Where they meet under the surveillance of the police,
here qre 36; in Italy 6; one of which is established
Under the walls of the Vatican itself; in Switzerland
ere are 21, and in Algiers 1;—in all, the writer has
Matistics of 219 Young Men’s Christian Associations,
“Ssentially the same in their organization and opera-
on, based on the great fundamental doctrines of the
Bospel, and composed of the evaugelical members of|
denominations, who meet together with the utmost
rdiality, recognize the spirit of Christ wherever they
'_‘d it, and hold themselves ready to perform acts of|
dness to all who may come within the sphere of
®Ir influence. 1f they discover & young man, a stran-
€ET, in their midst, he isa proper ohject for their efforts;
€y will point out to him a comfortable home, intro-
1ce him to christian companions, throw open to him
Ir library or reading-rqom, welcome him to their
m’?ﬁngs, and, if necessary, attend him in sickness, or
3383t him In discovering suitable employment. Some
0 read these lines will remember the difficulties
Which they encountered years ago, when they first
ded on the shores of America ; how grateful would
+1¢¥ have been if they could have enjoyed such bless-
g3 as thege associations are intended to provide.—
°f"° Will remember how, when young, they left a
diet family circle in the country, to plunge into the
U8y hum of citylife ; they can perhaps recall the tears
30d the benedictions bestowed on them in parting by
sa 80Xious mother ; and they can remember how diffi-
SWt it wag to gain admission to new social circles,
w fl'equently they were looked upon with suspicion

d treated with coldness because they were stangers,
4nd how, from very loneliness, they at last frequented,
With some satisfaction, those haunts of vice that at first
Y abhored, The design of these associations is to
Meet these evils; and wherever they have been carried

on with spirit, their labours have been signaily blessed.

"1t is obvious that such institutions are eminently re-
quired in America, since the vast tide of emigration
from Europe bears to us continually those who are the
legitimate objects of our christian sympathy, as well as
those who, from their peculiar exposure to temptation,
are the proper objects of our christian exertion, I am
happy in being able to say that our brethren in the
United States are very zealous in this good work, As-
sociations have been established in most of the sea~board
towns, who are ready to act the part of the good Samar-
itan towards all who come within the range of their
influence. The Boston Association numbers 1600 mem-
bers, about 150 of whom have constituted themselves
life members by paying into the treasury the sum of
$20; and to shew the confidence with which the move-
ment is viewed by the religious denominations, I may
state that not less than 30 of the evangelical ministers
have enrolled their names as life members ; and they
have not been without their reward ; in their last report,
referring to the subject, they say :— A union of feeling
has grown up among the different denominations con-
nected with us. We have met together, we have la-
boured and prayed together, till our hearts have burned
within us with love—even the love of the brethren.—
We think not in all our action that we are of this or that
denominotion,but that we all love Christ and those whom
he loves, and with one accord we are together in this
good work. This union of feeling will go on increasing
in strength and intensity till, by and by, in all our works
looking to the extension of Christ’s kingdom, the evan=
gelical denominations shall see eye to eye, and side by
side with Christ—union of desire and object— labour in
the vineyard of our Lord.” ’

I will only add, that hitherto the Association estab-
lished in this city has not enrolled the name of a single
minister of the gospel ; but this should not, perhaps, be a
matter of surprise, when we reflect that the objects of
the institution are yet very imperfeetly understood.—
Would that every city and town in Canada had its Young
Men’s Christian Association.

A convocation of delegates from all the American
Associations will meet at Buffalo on the 7th prox.,to form
themselves into a General Alliance. '

‘With many wishes for the success of our enterprise,

I am, dear Sir, Yours, &c., &c.
Toronto, April 26th, 1854. hd

UNION AMONG PRESBYTERIANS,—MERTING AT~ WHITBY.

We received, too late for insertion in this number, a
copy of resolutions adopted at a meeting of office-
bearers and members conaected with the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, and the United Preshy}enan
Churh, held at Whitby, on the 18th ult. The object of
the meeting was to consider the subject of union be-
tween the two churches. The Resolutions were
strongly in favour of union, and were all unanim ously
adop Union was advocated on the ground of both
churches holding so much truth in common—on the
ground of the requirements of the great Head of the
Church, and on the ground of the great importance of
presenting a more united fiont to the mass of irreligion
and Popery by which we are surrounded.

Union on a proper basis i3 certainly most desirable.
And we are not without hope hat the time may not be
far distant when all sound Evangelical Presbyterians
shall be umited together. The exigencies of our day, and
the circumatanees of our country, loudly call for more
union than has hitherto existed.-~Ec. & Miss. Record.
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Extract from the Ecclesiastical and Missionary Recorder.

In the afternoon of Monday, Dr. Duff visited Knox’s
College. The Siudents having presented an addresss lo
him, he replied, in a familiar way, at some length, set-
ting forth many important and useful counsels, ftted to
cherish and strengthen a missionary spirit among the
students. He inculcated the necessity of not merely
studying theology systematically, but of seeking at the
same time the living Spirit, by Whose agency the truth
may be inwrought into the very soul. He set forth the
importance of humility and self-denial, pointing to the
missinary Carey; whose dying ‘bed he had visited, as a
bright example of deep humility in-connexion with the

ighes inments.

h ’-t})lv?s 'tr::;t:i:ly evening, Dr. Duff delivered, in the Wes-
leyan Church, Richmond Street, an address, which will
be found in another column. On Wednesday morning
he again addressed a large and respectable audience in
St. Lawrence Hall. Not a few friends feared that, from
his efforts on the previous evening, he might scarcely be
able so soon again to speak at any length ; but the ad-
dress on this occasion was, in some respects, perhaps the
most powerful and soul-stirring which he delivered in
Toron:o. He dweit at some length on the magnitude
and importance, and progress of this western portion of
the British Empire. And then passing to the east, he
described the mighty progress of India under the benign
influence of British power.

Dr. Dutf, after being present for a short time with the
Presbytery of Toronto, left the city for Cobourg, King-
ston, and Montreal.

Let us seek to follow up the visit of this distinguished
Churistian Missionary, by cultivating a spirit of greater
zeal and devotedness, by seeking to realise more our ob-
ligations to redeeming love, and by aiming at the pro-
motion of union and love throughout all the branches of
the Christian Church. If they have missionary confer~
ences in India, why should we not have evangelical
conferences in Canada? We have all a common foe.—
It is surely high time to forget our petty differences, and
to unite our energies against the hostile ranks of Mes-
siah’s enemies. Great indeed will be our guilt, if we
continue divided on sectional or personal grounds, after
having, in the providence of God, been brought into
contact with one who is such a remarkable embodiment
of Christian devotedness, zeal and love. We conclude
with the following extract from Dr. Duff’s address in
8t. Lawrenee Hall, on the subject of Christian Union :—

¢ Let me give an illustration of this, drawn from the
north of India, from that country which bas been re-
cently annexed to the British Empire under the name of
the Punjaub—and a magnificent region it is. And in
passing [ may remark &:;t the annexation took place
under a Scotchman—for it is a Scotchman that is now
Governor General of India—who, in assuming the rule
of India, determined that he wonld have nothing more
to do with apnexation. And indeed there is not a Gov-
ernor who has gone out, who did not go bound by the
solemn obligation to add nothing more to the British
Empire in India, and Acts of Parliament have actually
been passed peremptorily prohibiting anything further
be'mg done in the way of annexation. So little has our
Empire been built up by design, and by graspiug, as the
world in its ignorance may suppose. But the present
Govemor General, notwithstanding his expressed declar-
ation to the contrary, was obliged to throw forward the
boundary line of the British Empire in India 700" miles
in a straight line. Weli, in this vast térrito;{ of the
Punjaub, the tribeg inhabiting it, known under the name
of the Sikh tribes, though professing abstractly the same
faith, and having the same customs, were continually in

hostility with each other in times of peace. In this re-
spect they were very much like the old Scottish clans,
who, when they had no common enemy to resist, began

to tear each other in pieces. So it was with these Sikh
tribes. But the moment that any power whatever,

them to assail any one member of their tribes, that mo-
ment ali the rest, although they had been cutting one’
another’s throats immediately bofore, instantly gave up
all their internal quarrels, and all rushed with one ac-
cord to the help of the party assailed. But before doing
s0 they all went to the magnificent temple which was
common to the whole of the tribes, and their great sa-
cred book was brought forth, and on it they took a
solemn oath, to cling the one to the other even to the
death. In their case then it wasaction againsta com-
mon enemy which led (o the union, aud if a common
enemy had kept up continual hostilities, there would
have been a continual union amongst them. Why
then does the Christian Church forget that it is in
reality, what it is in name, on earththe church militant.
This i3 the phrase in our mouths, but we forget it in
practice. It isthe church militant, but militant against
what? Are the members of the Christian Church to
be militant against each other, and trying each otber's
skill in battling each other down? No, it is the
church militant against the whole world that is wrest-
ling in opposition against it, because the whole world
is in opposition to the Head of the Church, and the
commission of .the Head of the Church is, go ye and
act out the part of the church militant, and never cease
giving vent to your belligerent propensities, not againat
one another, but against the common foe, until that foe
1s exterminated from the earth. And I venture to say
that, if the Christian Church had from the beginning
acted the part of the church militant in this view of the
case, there never would have been those endless divi-
sions, those endless controversies, and those endless
wretched collisions, the one with the other, which have
been a disgrace to the Christian Churches in all ages.
Therefore, if this be & trae principle, and I believe it to
be the Bible principle, are we not called upon by the
voice of Providence loud as ten thousand thunders, now
ag christians to act the part of the 8ikbs. The world
is full of enemies. Wehave atthis moment eight hun-
dred millions of heathen in high confederacy against
the Lord and his anointed. Is there not gomething
there worthy of all the force of the Christian Church
to be brought to bear upon it. If we realised the mag-
nitude of the object to be accomplished, and the variety
and the power of the fqrces with which we have to
contend, and realised also the fact that the great Head
of the Church was looking down upon us, and sum-
moning us to the battle, mithinks we ought to act the
part of the Sikhs. Farg:t g bur mutual hostilities,
opening the Bible, the Book of the living God, let us
take a solemn vow, and covenant one with another, that
we will go forth as one man against the common foe.
That will secure union, union in feeling and union in
sentimext, and ultimately I believe, union even in out-
ward forms. Itis on this account that I rejoice in a
meeting of this description, it is that which enables me
to meet such an assemblage as this with fulness of
heart. 1look upon it as an index and token, that there
is & desire in the minds of christian people to be done
with these past controversies, and to be up and doing
to meet the demands of Providence,and go forth ag one
dommon and mighty force, against this one mighty
common enemy, under various names and apellations,
until the time come, when the millennial day of glory
shall burst upon the world.

CHINA,
FROM REV. DR. MEDHURST,

You ask whst facilities there are for the distribution ot
the Million copies. I perceive that the Eng'ish Wesleyan
Missionaries in Canton, in connection with Dr. Hobson,
have resolved to undertake to distribute 40.000 copies,
during a period of twelve months. Other Missionaries
will doubtless do the same, or even much more. But from
the information sent home by this Mail, you will perceive
that we need not depend on Mis-ionaries alone {#r the work

fiom the east, west, north or south, came in amongst

of distributien. When the ¢ Hermes” visited Nankin, in
May last, she bronght away half of the book of Genesis,
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Pl’l,r:led by the insurgents. The French Steamer ¢ Cassi-
N, having visited Nankin in the beginning of this month.
roughl away the whole of Genesis, with Exodus and
umbers, printed by the insurgenis in an unfiorm manner,
and marked Vols. I, 11, and IV., leading to the conclu
slon that they intended to piint the whole of the Old Tes
lament. Theee three books are an exact imitation of
Wzlafs version of the Old Testament, without the
:‘}ll{eraknon of a single word. Al the time they were issued,
'8 was the latest version of the Oid Testament. The
“r8ion prepared by the London Society’s Missionaries is
‘"h‘" Vet published. It isalso my happiness to inform you
8l the ¢ Cassini” brought down, in addition to the
;““’Ve, the Gospel of St. Matthew, nearly word for word,
. 1aken from 1hg version of the New Testament prepared by
;)ﬂe}'selt and Gutzlafl in 1835, Some few expressions had
;oeh altered by Guatzlafl' since I left China in 1836,
10cluding a new term for * haptize,” which he and John
b Orrison agreed upon, and which hes since been adopted
'.Y 8ome of the Baptists. This, however, does not inter.
ST with the identity of the version asa whole. The
ospel of St. Matthew thus issued by the insurgents is
SMutled Vol. 1., intimating that the whole of the New
“*tament will follow in due time. Upon the title page
each one of the portions of Scripture issued by the in-
furgents is the followinz, * A new Edition, issued by the
Clestial dynasty of T’hae Ping, in the third year of his
Teign>  The tiile is further embiazoned with the imperia!
;’m's ang on the first leat of every book is a large red
I‘""p‘ four inches square, with lthe words ¢ Issued by
Mperial authority? conspicuously printed in the cenire.
liached 10 every one of the books published by the insur-
‘8"“'8 is a fly leaf containing a list of all the books allowed
0 be cjrenlated by the imperial will of T’hae Ping Wang,
2mong! which 1he Old and New Testaments have a promi-
Nt place. The tracts composed by the insurgents them-
Ives are thirteen in number, but they do not equal in bulk
€ Portions of the Scriptures already published by them ;
gt is a pleasing circumstance, that while only two
Mall Tracis have been issued since last May, three whole
or""s of Scripture have been published, withont comment
8 alteration. It they zo on printing more volumes ot
Cripiure and fewer Tracts in this ratio, the portion ol
'l-nc"'l’lure issued by theinsurgenis will incalculably exceed
tb'.mounl, as they already do unquestionably in worth, all
\ve" other productions put telselber. A gentleman who
p-e“‘ Wwith the ¢ Cassini”’ tq Nankin, staies that T’hae
b."‘! Wang Lasfour hiyndred persons employed in printing
'8 books, which work he himself superintends. The
PIne gentleman also informs me, that last summer T’hae
Ing Wang held a literary examination, at which h=allow-
fone to pass but those who were proficient in the books
Pi'“ed by him. Ifthis system be carried out, and 1”hae
Vntlllg Wang obtains possession of the throne, the Scriptures
oy, form a'main portion of the text-books of the literata
‘be‘?“ hout the whole empire, and that will necessitate
‘itelr ing studied and memorized by all those aspiring to
*ary honours. Many will, of course, then apply to our
k8 from motives which we should consider interior, but
lh:On"m“"‘ of Seriptural knowledge thereby diffused
lenv"sfloulChma will be immense, and may prove a leaven
ri'_’mng the whole lump. We all know how the
v““!! of Confucius, which have been thus employed,
Iy 2oulded the minds of the reading population, and we
%0k for the same and snperior results from thesimilar
“ilhm our sacred books. This should be an inducement
draw '8 10 have the editions of Scripture issued by us,
v":’," up in 1he best native style, to Which the Delegates’
ang l‘l‘:_n confessedly approaches nearer than any other,
pli e.(-“ should encourage us in the most extensive mulli-
il 'on of copies ; for if the literati beilél to use them, a
cien:’ﬂ hinese New Testaments will be far from suffi-
Wwill of T’hae Ping Wang, with the tour hundred printers,
bay ohrcwne do wnuch towards supplying the emand ;

Poing o‘_ednion being more correct in siyle, and neater in

the execution, will soon rome to be the
Masg of readers.

},’,‘h;:'rngh 1o satisfy
sc,i!l"nre-.
i

favourite with
The ubove statements will, I trust,
| your anxieties atout the facilities
©Xist, or may be created, for the circulation of our

degc:ihe above I may add, that the last  Pekin Gazetie”
ng m%: the n?‘?hem army t}t lT’hms Ping Wang as hav-
{ ' & rapid and successfu gress through the pro-
Viace of Pih-chi-le, and of its beu}:xr: now in the vicinit; of

’neen-Sein, only seventy or eighty miles from the capital.
The gentleman on board the * Cassini®® saw anolber
army, about 40,000 or 50,000 strong, on its way 1o the
north, 1o reinlorce the first division ; and we may expect
ihat next Spring the banners of the new dynasty will wave
over the walls of the metropolis.

The size of the Old Testament, of which the Pentateuch
is compieted, is of the octavo form, and printed in the
<mall type ; it will occupy a volumie of about 500 C hinese
leaves. The New Testament occupies 147 leaves, in
same size and form. The price of the whole will be
somewhere about eighteen pence. We intend to print the
115,000 copies which we have undertaken, to correspond
with the Oid Testament now in the press.

TURKEY.
(Correspondence’ of the Christian Times.)

The apread of Bible truth has been such in Turkey for
the last twenty years, that it 1s impossible for me to believe
that God is now about to give up his work to the destroy-
er. A distingnished Christian traveller from Eogland,
recently pul the question to the American missionaries
here, whether the statement made by Mr. Layard in Par-
liament, 1hat there are more than forty 1owns and villages
in Turkey in which are Protestant congregations, is
strictly true 7 This led to the writing down of a list of
names of places, aud the cheering fact was established,
that in more thau FIFTY towns and villages in this empire
there are Protestant asaemglies for divine worship on every
Lord’s day ! The largest Of these congregations is that at
Aintab, about (hree days nurih-east from Aleppo, where
there are more than 700 Protestauts, and the wnaliest may
not number more than three or four sonls. Butyet in all
these differest places, the word of Gud Las entered, and
some souls are found who, we may hope, are His spiritual
worshippers. And besides these, who have openly
avowed themselves as Protestamts, risking all the couse-
quences, there are known to be thousands among the
Armenians, in the capital and throughout the interior of
Turkey, who #ire really Protes ants in sentiment, though
not yel sufficiently moved by religious truth to impel them
to take an open stand for the gospei before the world.~—
Now, may we not reasonably hope that all this freparn-
tion is to be followed by a glorious completion? T'wenty-
five years ago, not a single Proteslaﬂl could be found
among all the natives of this land, and Protestantism was
either wholly unknown, or where gnown at all, it was
‘considered as synonymous with infidelity and atheism.—
And, alas! the careless and worldly lives of most of the
few foreign Protestants residents here at that time, gave
loo strong a confirmation to this original Jesuit calumny.
in thisrespect, also, there has been a very pleasing change;
and we have now serious-minded Christians living here,
from England and America, and from various parts of the
Continenty letting their light shine on all around. Just
look, for a moment, at the following comparative atatis-
tics :—

Number of Protetant clergymen labouring in *
Constantinople and its suburbs in - - 1830-0
. do. do. 1864—19

Number of Protestant sermons preached on |

every Sabbath in difierent lapguages in ditto  1830— 0
o. o. do. 1864—26
Number of Protestant schoolsin do. - - 1830—0
. do. do. 1854—14

You will understand that these statistica refer to Con-
stantinople and its immediate environs alone. Tn the
whole Turkish empire (including Constantinople) there
are at the present time not fewer than sixty-five Protestant
preachers!—And I have another pleasing and most en-
couraging fact to state, which is, that aithough among
these there are representatives of several d.fferent branches
of the Protestant Church, yet, 80 far as I know, without
at present a single tion, they are all labouring har-
moaiously for one and the same great object. For exam-
pie, at the metropolis, from Which I now write, among
the niheteen clergymen mentioned, there are Episcopa-
lians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Lutherans,
and one Waldensian, and yet but one spirit seems 1o per-
vade them all ; and they often come together for prayer
and conference in regard lo the great work in which they
are engaged. "
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From Chamber’s Journgl.

DIFFICULTIES :—HOW CONQUERED.

Mr. Hu;ih Miller s well known by the sertes of booke
which he has published during the last sixteen years
In the gevlogical world, he 13 noted as thie expositor of
the forinauon called the Old Red Sandstone ; and 1n lus
native country of Scotland, he enjoys a local fame as
editor of the chief newspaper devoted to the interests of
the Free Church. Armnved now at niiddle age, this re-
markable maa looks back over his early days, when
first a simple village-boy, and next a journeyman stone
mason, aud it occurs to fiim that the story of the process
of sclf-rducation through which he passed,and by virtue
of which he has risen 1nto erminence, might be of some
use to the public.  Here, accordingly, does he add to
his foriner books a substantial tome, detailing the first
thirty years of lus life.* It is, in our opiuion, the best
of Mr. Milles’s books—and simply, because he hasnever
before had so good a subject as himself. Ie speaks
with manly candour of lus carly poverty and toil, as well
as of the rough and somew hat dangerous sports he was
allowed to indulge 10, under the brigleless care of a
widowed mother.
ever, of his bouk, is the detail he gives regarding the
influences which formed his mind—old-fashioned Pres-
byterian relatives with traditionary prepossessions in
favour of the Church of Scotland, the poor and inefficient
schooling of a Scotch village, the books of light litera-
ture and more solid matters which he was cnabled to
read, the natural objects of sea-beach and inland, by the
atady of which he laid the groundwork of his preseat
distinction as a geologist and naturalist. 1t is proloundly
interesting to trace the fashioning of the youtfx by these
external agences, though, after all, we niust rest in the
belief that he would not have been anything Like what
he is withouat a native character of a most remarkable
order, aud which must have, 1n almost any circumstan-
stances, projected stself before us in strongly deterinined
lineaments. Hundreds of Cromarty yeuthis are yearly
coming forth into maturity under preciscly the same
circumstances as Mr. Miller; but none of tf:em is like
him. Let them exercise, you will say, the same obser-
vatioa and reflection, and they will be similar ; but you
must first prove that they have those powers to be so
exercised.

Observation and reflection are Mr. Miller’s great
gifts. He sces a group in social hife, or an assemblage
of natural objects with faithfulness most extraordinary ;
from the homelicst of such subjects he extracts t{w
whole soul, or he invests them with the charm of col-
lateral ights and associations; so that we come to think
there must be nowhere such 1nteresting people as 4 1s
cottagers, nowhere such rich fields of research as the
beach and caves of Cromarty. Take the following as
an example of the sagacity he displays in observing ex-
ternal nature, Along the chifly shore, near his native
town, as in other parts of the coast of Scotland, there is
a line of dry caves in the face of the rock, about twenty
fect above the hine of similar objects which the s#a is at
present engaged in hollowing out. Surveying this set
of objects impresses on Mr. Miller * the fact ot the ama-
zing antiquity of the globe. I found,’ he says, * that
the caves hollowed by the surf, when the sea had stood
from fificen _to five-and-twenty fect above its present
level, or, as I should perhaps rather say, when the land
had stood that much lower, were deeper, on the aver-
age, by about one-third, than those caves of the présent
coast-line that are sull in the course of being hollowed
by the woves, And yet the waves have been breaking
ageinst the present coast-line during the whole of the
historic period. The ancient wall of Antoninus, which
stretched between the Firths of Forth and Clyde, was
built at its terminations with reference to the existing
levels; and ere Cwmsar janded in Britain, St. Michael’s
Mount was connected with the mainland, as now, by a
narrow neck of beach laid bare by the ebb, across
which, accordine to Diodorus Siculus, the Cornish
miners uscd to drive at low-water their carta laden with
tin. If the sea has stood for two thousand six hundreg

@ My Schools and Schoolmastera; or, The Story of my Edu-~
;g?n. By Hugh Miller. Edinburgh : Johnstone and Hunter.

The most valuable clement, how- | 1

years against the present coast-line—and no geologist
would fix his estimate of the term lower—then must it
have stood against the old line, ere it could have exca-
vated caves onc-third deeper than the modern ones,
three thousand nine hundred_years. And both sums
united wore than exhaust the Hebrew chronology. Yet
what a mere beginning of geologic history doca not the
epoch of the old coast-line form.

At about cighteen, while apprentice to a mason, Mr.
Muiler spent a summer 1n hcrpmg to buld a_house in
the vale of the Conon, in Ross-shire. e and his com-
panions, on thys and simular occasions, bivouacked inan
outhouse pervious to the clements, without any female
attendance or service, sleeping on bundles of straw, and
cooking their own porridge and oat-cakes—the auly food
they had to eat. It was a rough debssing hfe; yet our |
author, resisting not merely the degrading effects of
physical circumstances, but the moral tendencies of the
society he mingled with, maintained both his habits of
observing nature and of reading. * 1 had,” he says,
entered a noisy and uproarious school, one without
master or moniters; but 1ts occasional lessons were,
wotwithstanding, eminenily worthy of being scanned.??
¢ goes on to temark the notable siamp which various
trades take from position and circumstances. “Be-
tween the workmen that pass sedantry lives within
doors, such as weavers and tailors, and those who labour
wn the open air, such ags masons and ploughmen, there
existsa Frand generic difference. Sedentary mechanics
are usually less contented than laborious ones; and as
they alinost always work 1n parues, and their compar.
atively light, though often long and wearily plied eme
ployments, do not so much strain their respiratory or-
gans but that they can keep up an 1sterchange of idea
when at their toils, they are generally much better able
10 state grievances, and much more fluent in speculating
oo their causes. They develop more freely than the
laborious out-of-door workers of the country, and pre-
sent, as a class, a more intelhgentaspect.  On the other
hand, when the open-air worker does so overcome his
difficulues as to get fauly developed, he is usually of a
fresher and more vigorous type than the sedeniry cne.
Burns, Hogg, Allan Cunningham, are the lierary re-
presentaves of the order; and it will be found that they
stand considerably in advance of the Thams, Bloom-
fields, and Tanahills that represent the sedantary work-
men. The silent, solitary, hard-toiled men, it nature
has put no better stuff in them thau that of which
stump-orators and Chartist lectures are made, remain
silent, repressed by their circumstances; but if of a
higher grade, and if they once do get their mouths fairly
opened, they speak witK power, and bear with them into
our literature the freshness of the green earth, and the
freedom of the open sky. * * »

“The professional character of the mason varies a #
good deal in the several provinces of Scotland, according J
to the various circumstances in which he is placed.— §
He is in general a blunt, munl{, taciturn fellow, who,
without much of;the Radical or Chartist about him,
especially if wages be good and employment abundant, [
rarely touches his hat to a gentleman. His employment §
13 less purely mechanical than many others : he 1s not ¥
like a man ceaselessly engaged in pointing needles or §
fashionable pin-heads. On the contrary, every stone he §
lays or hews demands the exercise of a certain amount §
of judgment for itself; and so he cannot wholly suffer B
his mind to fall asleep over his work. When engaged, |
too, in erecting some fine building, he always experien- §
ces a degree of interest, in marking the effect of the |
design developing itself piecemeal, and owmff up N
under his hands ; and <o he rarely wearies of what e is B
doing. Further, his prefession hag this advantage— §
that it educates his sense of sight. Accustomed to as- #
certain the straightness of lines at a glance, and to cast
his eye along the plane walls, or the mouldings of cn- §
tablatures or architraves, in order to determine the rec- N
titude of the masonary, he acquires a sort of mathemat- §
ical precision in determining the true bearings and po- §§
sition of abjects, end 1s usually found, when admitted §
into a riflle-club, to equal, without previous practice, j§
its second-rate shots. fle only falls short of 1ts first- g
rate ones because, uninitiated by the experience of his |§
profession in the mystery of the parabolic curve, he fails, §
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in taking aim, to make the proper allowance for it. The
muson is almost always a silent man : the strain on his
respiration is too great, when he is actuvely employed,
10 leave the necessary freedom 10 the organs of speech ;
and so at least the provincial builderor stone-cutier
rare'y or never becomes a democratic orator. 1 have
met with exceptional cuses in the larger towns; but
they were the result of an individual idiosyncrasies, de-
veloped in clubsand taverns, and were not protessional.”

The great lesson which Mr. Miller learned n tus
summer experiences as a mason, scems to have been to
endure hardship. He has often known inason-parues
reduced to spend a rainy day in an outhouse without
fire, and only meal slaked in'cold waterto cat. Never-
theless, their epirits are always higher in_such circum-
gtanceg, than when in a more comforiable suuation at
home. * My experience,’’ he says, * of barrack-lite has
enabled me to receive, without hesitation, what has
been said of the occasional merriment of slaves n
America and elgsewhere, and fully to credit the often-re-
peated statement, that the abject serfs of despotic gov-
ernments lauf;h more than the subjectsof a free country.
Poor feltows ! 1f the British people were as unhappy
as slavers or serfs, they would, { dare say, learn in time
10 be quite as merry. Thereare, however, two circum-
stances that serve to prevent the bothy-life of the
north country mason from cssentially injuring hus char-
acter in the way it almast never fails to mjure that of
the farm-servant. As he has to caleulate on being part
of every wiater, and almost every spring, unempﬁ)yed,
he is compelled to practice a self-denying cconomy, the
effect of which, when not carried to the extreme of a
miserly narrowness, is alwuys good

He says elsewhere that he cujoyed inhisfiftcen years
of laborious hfe *fully the average amount of happiness.
*Let me add—Tfor it seems to be very much the tashion
of the time to draw dolorous pictures of the condition
of the labourin{;-classos—that from the close of the first
year in which [ wronght as a journeyman, up till I took
final leave of the mallet and chisel, I never knew what
it was to want a shilling; that my two uncles, my
grandfather, and the mason with whom I served my ap-
prenticeship—all working-men—had had a similar ex.
perience ; and that it was the experience of my father
also. I cannot doub* that descrving mechanics may, in
exceptional cases, be exposed to want; but lcanas
little doubt that the cases are exceptional, and that
much of the suflering of the class is a consequence ei
ther of improvidence on the part of the competently
skulled, or of a course of trifling during the term of ap-
prenticeship—quite as common as trifling at school—
that always lands these who indulge in it in the hapless
posttion of the inferior workman,’

Mr. Miller’'s first step out of the life of a mechanic
was into that of an accountant in a bank. He here
found himself less able and willing to pursue study than
he had been 1n lus former situation. *The unintellectual
toi's of the labouring-man have been occasionally re-
presented as less favourable to mental culiivation than
the semi-intellectual einployments of that clags imme-
diately above him, to which our clerks, shopmen, and
humbler accountants belong: but it will be found that
exactly the reverse is the case, and that, though a cer-
tain conventinnal gentility of manner and appearance
on the side of the somewhat higher class inay serve to
conceal the fact, it is on the part of the labouring-man
that the real advantage lies. The mercantile account-
ant or law-clerk, bent over his desk, his faculties con-
centrated on his columns of figures, or on the pages
which he has been carefully engrossing, and unable to
]pgocccd one step in lus work without devoting to it all
\is attention, is In greatly less favourable circumsiances

the Eifeshire Foresters, the sailors Dampier and FFalcon-

er—Bunyan, Bloowfield, Ramsay, Tannahill, Alexander

}’?\;lilsm;n. John Clare, Allan Cunuinghatn, and Lbenczer
- lol-

The opinion of such a slivewd observer as Mr, Miller
regarding any point in the social condiuun of the class
of operatives may well be listened to, with whatever
caution it may be accepted. While working in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh in 1825, a great strike took
place among the stone-masons, who, under a building
mania, were already realizing wausually high wages.—
Miller knew that nearly all the men, by reason of im-
providence, were unprepared to hold out a single fort-
mght, and he refused to take any part in the movement.
He goes on to remark, ¢ there 1s a want of true leader-
slup umong our operatives in these <otbinations. It is
the wilder spints that dictate the conditions; and,
pitching their demands high, they begin usually by en-
forcing acquiescence in them on ihe quieter and ore
moderate among their compaions. They are tyrants to
their fellows ere they come into collisivn with their
masters, and have thus an en-my in the camp, not un-
willing to take advantage of their scasous of weakness,
and prepared 1o rejoice, though secretly may hap, mn their
defeats and reverses.? He had hnnscl?',expcricnccd per-
secution from his fellow.workmen, because he would
not join in theirdebauches, and mairtained the religinus
feelings which had been awakened in his youth.” He
proceeds to explain how it is that true leadership is
wanting n the class.  * Combination is first brought to
bear among them against the men. their fellows, who
have vigour enough of intellect to thivk and act for
themselves; and such slways is the character of the
born leader: their true leadels are alimost always forced
wnto the opposition ; and thus separating between them-
selves and the men fitted by natu-e to render them for-
midable, they fall under the direction of mere chatterers
and stump-orators, which is, in reality, no direction at
all. ‘The author of the Working-man’s Way in the
World—evidently a very snperior man—had, he tells
ug, to quit at one time his ~mployment, ovetborne by
the seneeless ridicule of his brother workmen. Somer-
ville states m hic Autebiography, that, both asa labout-
ing-man and a soldier, it was from the hands ofiiis com=
rades that—save in one memorable instance—he had ex-
rerienced all the tyranny and oppression of which he
1ad been the victim. Nay, Benjamin Franklin himself
wag deemed a much more ordinary man in the prinling-
house 1n Bartholomew Close, where he was teazed and
laughed at as the Waler- American, than in the House
of ﬁcpresemauves, the Royal Society, or the court of
France. The great printer, though recognized by ac-
complished politicians as a profound statesman, and by
men of soliJ)scicnce as * the most rational of the phi-
losophers,® was regarded by Ins poor brother composi-
tors as merely an odd fellow, who did not conform to
‘heir drinking usages, and whom it was therefore fair to
tease and annoy,

We have confined our extracts chiefly to these ab-
stract observations of our autlior, because of finding
that the parrative ﬁortion of the book depends for its
eflcct more upon the peneral strain of its extended de-
scriptions, than upon any isolated part possessing a spe-
cial interest of its own. Our readers must, t -erefore,
understand, that"they have only here seen some samples
of the observing faculty of our author, and must resort
td the volume 1tself if they would wish to enjoy the
profoundly interesting spectacle which it presents of
the nise of a brave thinking man ont of the plays and
gauds of childhood, and the slough of ci-cumstances
fitted for and honourable to many, but not fitted for him,

than the Rlou hman or operative mechanic, whose mind
is free though his body labours, and who thus finds, in
the very rudencss of his employments, a compensation
for their humble and laborious character. And it will
be found that the humbler of the two classes is much
more largely represented in our literature than the class
b]v one degree less humble. ged against the poor
clerk of Nottingham, Henry Kirk White, and the &till
more hapless Edinburgh engrossing clerk, Robert Fer-
gusson, with a very few others, we find 1n our laterature
8 numerous and vigorous phelanx, composed of men
such as the Ayrshire Ploughman, the Ettrick Shepherd,

EVENTS:—RECENT, CURRENT AND
APPROACGHING.

CnrIsTIANIZING.—The Rev. Dr. Duff is now on &
tour through North America, diffusing widely, the
heavenly spirit that has perved his soul to noble deeds,
during the twenty-five years of his valuable Missionary
life.

«Tor Youxa Men's ComsTiAN AssocrATions” of
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North America, hold a Convention in the City of Buﬁ‘ulo,lreceivc accessions, nearly, if not quite equal, to all the
on the 7th of the present month. drafts made upon jt: that it may never be exhausted
Revivars of a highly interesting character have,While there is a spot in Canada requiring the labors of
been progressing during the past winter and present @ temperance lecturer. T
spring, under the labors of the Rev. John Clemie,| In pursuance of the above scheme, and by the ap-
Congregational Minister, Bowmanville. The work pointment of a joint committee of the Sons and League,
commence under a sermon delivered by him at Rosetta,, F. W. Kellog, Esq., lectures during the present month,
in the township of Lanark. From thence, it spread in Toronto, on the 1st, 2d, and 3d; in Hamilton, on the
through the township into Darling and Ramsay, where,'Ath and 5th ; in St. Catherines, on the 8th; in Niagara,
under the evangelical co-operation of the Rev., Jolm'on the 9th; in Dundas, on the 10'h; in Faris. on the
McMorin, of the Scotch Church, and the Rev. Jumcs‘ 11th; in Brantford, an the 12th ; in Woodstock, on the
Smith, of the Free Church, the fruits of the Revival,13th; inLondon, on the 15th; in Chatham, on the 16th 3

have been of the most cheering character. Similar
results have likewise attended the more recent Iabors

of the Rev. Mr. Clemie, in Brockrville.

Erctesiastic.—The Synod of the Scotch Presbyte-  Picton, during the Session of e Grand Duvision, on

rian Church in Canada, meets in the City of Kingsten,
on the second Wednesday in July, 1854.

The Synod of the Free Church meets in Toronto on

the second Wednesday in June, 1854; and that of the
United Presbyterian Church, in the City of Hamilton,

on Tuesday, the 6th of June, 1854.

The general Conference of the Weslyan Methodist
Church, meets in Belleville on the first Wednesday in
June, 1854. The Methudist New Connection meets on
the same day in Hamiltun. The Confetence of (the

Methodist Episcopal Church, meets in (not known) on,

the (oot known). That of the Primitive Metholists met
during the last week, in April, at Brampton.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregational Union
convenes in Toronto on the second Wednesday in June,
1854.

The Canada Christian Conterence meets at Orino,
on the second Friday in June, 1854.

The Annual Meeting of the Bible Christian Church
convenes at Bowmanville, on the first Wednesday in
June, 1854.

The Csnada Close Baptist Convention meets at
Drummondyville in June, 1854,

I3 The Clerks of the several Synods, Conferences,
Annual Meetings, and Unions, will confer a favor by
sending each a copy of the minutes of the proceedings of
their respective bodies to the Gospel Tribune, as soon as
printed.

Husrane—~Efforts are now being made to secure a
suitable building for the accommodation of the Toronto
Magdalene Asylum.

Evpvcarionar.—The approaching Session of the Pro-

vincial Normal School comtnences on the 15th of the
present month.

TEMrERARCE.—A fund of £500 has just been raised,

for the advocacy of Main Law priaciples m Canada
West. Mr. A. Farewell, of Oshawa, laid the founda-
tion of the scheme, by offering £100, on condition that

other parties would raise the sum to £300. The Grand,
Division of the Sons responded, by pledging £10v; E. to

Witemore, of Toronto, pledged £50; Hon. M. Cameron,
£100; J. H. Perry, Whithy, £25; W. Matthie, of
Brockville, £25; R. Burr, of Torgnto, £25,and others
smaller amounts,—making up the sum of £500, as at
first proposed.  This fund, it is hoped, will continue to

lin London, on the 17th; in Ingersol, on the 18th; in
Galt on the 19th ; in Guelph, on the 20th ; in George-
town, on the 22d.; in Brampton, ou the 23d.; and in

the 25th. In each place visited, Mr. Kellog is author-|
ized and instructed by the committee, to solicit and}
receive contributions to the funds of the organization.

FROM THE WEST.

. Ephesiang, IV ¢. 3. v.

f* Endeavouring to keep the unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace,” is the duty of God's children; and it
the will of God twere obeyed, there would be the
present manifestation of that which is actually true.§
‘That ¢ We being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another,” is a truth, which§
we should exhibit to the world in the power of tholg
spirit, (and not in any mere fleshy union), loving God 8
who begat and him also that is begotten of him, so that §
the world might be constrained to say, see how these
Christians love one another.

¢ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ s
born of God.”> # He that believeth on the Son hathi |§
everlasting life.”> The weakest believer in Jesus may B
say, I have everlasting life; I am born of God, and §
becanfe an object of his eternal, unchangeable love; 3
and by His grace, I am a member of the body of Clrist, @
the Church, for which he gave Himself, that he might
sanctify and cleange it with the washing of waler by i
the word ; that he might present it to Himself, a glori-}§
ous Church, not having spot or wiinkle, or ary such ¥
thing ; but, that it should be holy and without blemish. ¥§
While here, the Church must turn to the word of God 8
alone, as shedding light on the path in which God @
would have his children to walk, while in a strange |
country, waiting for that blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of our Great Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 38
Here the responsibility rests upon us to kecp the 3
“ unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,” that we 8
might enjo;’ real communion with God's dear children, g8
through the Spirit’s teaching and power ; ever humbled 38
before the Lord, because of the wide-spread sin of §
schism, and constantly awake to duty, in remembering, gh
meditating, and acling upon the word, ** Endeavouring 3
keep the unify of the spirit in the bond of peace.”

1
|
!

Lord haste tne day when sin shall cease,”
Angd all the nations dwell in peace ;
When Jesus on his rightful throne,
Shall reign o’er all, the Lord alone.
J. c. B.



