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THE HIGHEST CRITICISM

HE Bible is the monumental revelation of the heart
and mind of God to the mind and heart of man
It is God’s book of cheer for the cheerless, of
hope for the hopeless, of inspiration for pilgrims
who seek the homeland of the soul
In these days many have come to fear for the fate of
the Bible in the hands of scholars who are busy applying
the test of the higher criticism to its sacred pages. But
there is a “highest criticism ™ to which attention needs
to be called. For the real test of the Bible is put to it
not by echolastic criticism, but by the eriticism of life.
When a man, beset by temptation, searches the Serip-
tures to find some reason that will make it worth while to
fight againgt evil; or when one whose sin has found him
ont seeks its way ol

And there are things hid from the wise, as the world
counts wisdom, which are revealed to simpler folk who

have found the Bible to be a light to their path. Among
these things the test of life stande pre-eminent. Next to

that stands the test of time, Systems of thought and
orders of society have been succeeded by newer systems
and better orders, but during all the centuries no word of
the Bible has ever become obsolete, nor has any part of its
revelation been inadequate.

And this is true, not because the poetry of the Bible is
sublime and its songs deathless, It is true, not because
its history is incomparable and its stories models of
rhetorical simplicity. But it is true because the Bible
enshrines in its matchless pages of brilliant literature and

thrilling history and

mercy and forgive-
nesg; or when a man
whose eyes are dim-
med with the tears
of recent sorrow
turns its pages to
find words of com-
fort in his affliction,
that is the time to
be afraid for the
Bible. If it stands
the test of life’s need
it can be trusted to
endure easily all
other tests,

And this highest
eriticism of the
Bible has produced
a startling amount
of evidence to prove

priceless poetry the
story of God’s love
for man as revealed
in the life of Jesus
Christ.

Granted that man
did not create him-
self, it is to be ex-
pected that his Crea-
tor would find a
way to speak to
souls He had made,
souls with aspira-
tions that in their
flight outstrip the
sweep of flying
worlds, with
thoughts that out-
streteh the farthest
horizon that teles-

the trustworthiness

of the Book—such evidence, for instance, as is summed
up in the remark of Sir Walter Scott when he was dying.
“Bring me the hook,” he said. “What book?” asked
Lockhart. And Scott replied, “There is but one Book
now. Bring me the Bible.”

Questions of the date and authorship of the Seriptures
have their place in the researches of learned men, exactly
as the age, size and composition of the stars are matters
for astronomical science. But the light of the stars
auides the voyager to his desired haven, although he may
he ignorant of the fact that recent scientists have declared
that the nebular hypothesis must give place to the
planetismal theory of creation.

copes can reach,
Granted that such a revelation is demanded, it is to he ex-
pected that it would come to all sorts of men—to physi
cians and fishermen and politicians and poets and states
men and saints,

Such a revelation is hound up between the covers of
the Bible.

1t chronicles the expectancies and longings of the
world, and displays Jesug as the answer to the world’s
need.

Becanse He lives in its pages the Bible not only sur-
vives the shock of hostile criticiem, but it also fully meets
the utmost and the age-long needs of life.—Addison
Moore, in the Examiner.
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Tn the many kind friends who have
expressed themselves in words of
appreciation, commendation, or
praise, of our last fssue, 1 give thanks
and beg to assure them that, while mak
ing no great pretensions as to future
jssues, each one will be the best that 1
can prepare. An attrac tive lot of reading
was certainly found in the January num
ber, and 1 am well pleased if my readers
profited thereby. 1 hope the present
month's output will be equally acceptable
I invite suggestion, kindly critic ism, and
practical help in any form, that this
paper may become more and more a
means of advancement to its r aders per-
sonally, and a bond of union among our
workers in all parts of the Methodist
Church

HE series of articles on “How We
Got Our Bible,” which will run all
through the current year, always

on the eleventh page of each month's
issue of this paper, will be very valuable
to those of our young people who are in-
telligently interested in this great and
entrancing subject of study. Dr. Misener
is thoroughly competent to tre at the ques-
tion, and his articles will be found easily
within the reach of the great majority of
our youth. The monthly topic should be
taken by every Young People’'s Soclety,
whatever its name, in our church. Indi
viduals should also make a point to pre
serve thelr Eras, for by the end of the
year these articles will have given as
much matter as an ordinary book con-
tains. This series alone will be worth a
year's subscription to the paper. You
ghould have also Dr. Smythe's hook, “Hou
we got our Bible,” which will be mailed
to any address on receipt of twenty cents

VIDENCiE seems abundant that
many of our Leagues are not
training their members as they

might in the art of public speech. 1 have
been surprised several times lately to
find that even in some of our more prom
inent societies the weekly meeting con
sists all too frequently of an address or
lecture by some outsider, and that all
that is asked of the Leaguers is that they
attend, assist in the singing of a few
hymns, listen to a prayer, take In as
attentive listeners what the speaker has
to say, and go home.
..o

This is not what might be. Such meet-
ings should only be occasional, never the
rule, and yet 1 fear they are growing
more and more common. It may be an
easy way for the president to provide a
“programme,” but it is hard on the com-
mittee and harder still on the members.
It ig not the best thing for our young
people that older persons, no matter how
wise they may be, should think for
them, or forev preach to them
Yet 1 know pastors who do all the talking
It may be an easier job than to get the
members to do it; but it means slow
decay to the League. The reason Is
plain

L

The League should be a school of ex-
pression for the young people. To be
ever and again seeking to impress with-
out giving opportunity to express, is con-
trary to nature. Young people are not
empty vessels to be filied from the over-
flow of some other person's supply. If

out they lose even the

they never give
t So, that

acity and power to take in.

is not essarily the best meeting that
has the most eloquence in it, but the real
test of its value in the life of the League

is the training it gives inexperienced
young persons in both clear thinking and
plain speaking. Therefore, do not treat
vour members as If they were little
children to be talked to. Rather give
them a chance to talk and to become
capable by practice of talking well.

last, there came to my desk ex-

actly 268 reports of as many
Socleties giving a statement of their
standing on the first of that month. These
Qoejeties are in all Conferences but New-
foundland. They are mnot selected from
the whole fleld, but are just ordinary
Leagues in almost all kinds of places—
most of them in the towns and country
villages. It will interest you to note
these few points about them, and we may
reasonably conclude that they fairly
represent the young people’s work in the
Chureh at large.

. v

These 268 Leagues number 11,280 mem
bers, an average of 42 to each Soclety
0f the members reported, 3,372 are young
men, or thirty per cent. of the whole
This may be a surprise to some of our
people who seem to have gotten the idea
that the Bpworth League is a female
society. 1 wonder if this thirty per cent
does not represent as proportionately
large a male element as the Church mem
bership as a whole contains? How many
of our prayer-meetings comprise a larger
proportion of men? The average public
congregation contains few more men than
these figures from our Leagues represent
We are far from despairing of the League
as a fit Soclety for onr young men.

.« .

But it is a mutter of regret that up (o
December, only 71 of these 268 Socleties,
o reporting, had introduced and adopted
the active members’ pledge. Some stated
that they Intended to adopt it with the
new year, so | presume that by now many
more have it in the actual life of the
League. The tendency to ignore pledges
is not a sign of increasing loyalty, and 1
strongly advise all our Young People's
Societles to use our Active Members'
Pledge, which in the judgment of
many of our most experienced lead-
ors, is eminently fitted to set be-
fore them the highest standard of New
Testament 1iving in the simplest possible
form of words. Do not postpone its in-
troduction and use.

L

Only 43 of these same 268 Societies
had at the time of reporting organized
the new Department of Citizenship.
Many had it under consideration, others
were preparing for it, and doubtless there
have been many that have been brought
into line with the new order since the
time of writing. Delay Is unnecessary,
and if these words catch the eye of either
Conference, District, or local League
President, I hope these officers, will see to
it at once that the work is properly taken
up. Some of my correspondents have
sald that they were waiting for the new
Constitution to be published. We have
reminded them that all the important
changes made by the last Gemeral Con-
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ference were given in detail in the Oc-
tober number of this paper, and that the
printed Constitutions would not be put
out before the Editing Committee of the
new Discipline had properly prepared the
matter for publication. To have issued a
Constitution that was not in the exact
language of the book of Discipline would
have led to confusion, misunderstanding,
and wrong procedure. It is sometimes
best to make haste slowly, and on the
principle of being correct rather than of
being early, I have acted. The new Con-
stitutions are on sale at the Book Room,
and will convey to all just what the Dis-
cipline says. Send in your orders, bring
vour League in line with up4o-date or-
ganization, and do your work as heartily,
unitedly, and thoroughiy as a live execu-
tive and loyal membership make possible
Don't compromise.

Jately that have caused me some
little surprise, for they show a state
of affairs that I thing ought not to be.
Three references will explain what 1
mean.” A lady wrote me that she had
undertaken to give an address to the
Juniors on “Bible Children,” and asked
for information as to the best book to
read on the subject. My reply suggested
that the Bible was, in my judgment, the
very best authority to consult in the case.
Very recently a young man wrote and
asked where he could find additional in-
formation concerning Abraham to that
given In our December outline for the
January consecration meeting. Again 1
was obliged to write that the Bible con
tained the very facts he desired. Still
more recently a young lady wrote desir-
ing the answers to the questions given in
the same outline study of Abraham. To
her I also made the suggestion that if she
were to read the Bible paragraphs named
and do a little thinking as she read, the
answers would in all probability be natur-
ally suggested to her.
. 0w
All of which goes to convince me that
our young people have not the working
knowledge of the Bible they oughi to
possess. Why ghould one turn from the
very Book that contains the first-hand
information he wants to some other book
that simply restates the facts given in
the Book? Read the Bible and find out
for yourself. Why should you ask some
person to go to the Book and find out for
you the information that is there for
you yourself if you will but look for
it? 1t is time,or such at least is my opin-
fon, that we consulted the Bible itself more
and the multiplicd “helps” less. The
studies in Bible biography that our topic
list provides for the first week In each
month are invaluable; but if my readers
expect me to work out every little detail
#0 as to make their own personal use of
ihe Bible unnecessary, they will be dis-
appointed. T will help you by suggested
outline or some practicable method of
procedure, but you must do your own
reading and form your own conclusions
after intelligent thought and study

SE\'ERAL letters have come to me

—

T is a matter of some suprise and of
I more regret to me that so many of
our Leagues have nothing to spare by
way of suggestion for the betterment of
other societies. The correspondence be-
tween the field and my office contains
almost innumerable requests for assist-
ance, but only an occasional hint or
outline of plan ever comes to hand. Note
the questions asked and the answers
glven on our Round Table pages. These
are a few of many that have been received
from all sections of our work. In vari-
ous matters of practical import 1 am sure
many of my readers could give valuable

assistance to others if they would send
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in short accounts of methods they have
used, or describe plans they have suc-
cessfully tried. I want this paper to con-
tain helpful practical suggestions in every
issue, but an impossible task is placed
on any one man in asking him to origin-
ate schemes suitable for all varieties and
types of Young People's Socleties every-
where. Whatever another may have, I
am sure that I have neither the wisdom
nor the experience necessary to meet all
requirements in  such varied cases.
Hence my desire to make the Era more
and more a medium of exchange between
all our Societies. If you have a meeting
of special attractiveness promptly write
me an account of it. 1f a plan of either
study, philanthrophy, evangelism, liter-
ary or social profit and pleasure, or in-
deed of any other phase of League or
Club life proves successful with you,
give me details of it for the benefit of
others who may be in need of that very
thing.

HE high moral tone of the averaze
newspaper of to-day Is a source of
blessing to the general community.

We are so dependen’ on the piblic press
for the shaping of our nationazl life that
it i1s of the utmost importance that high
standards of character be constantly set
before the people. Never before have so
many high-class editorial appeals been
made to the Canadian people in the same
time, as have appeared in the daily and
weekly journals of our country around
the closing days of 1910 and the opening
of the new year. That town Is to be con-
gratulated, for instance, whose public
prints place before the citizens such ex-
cellent counsel as 1 read in the St. Mary's
Jowrnal, 1n the last issue of the old year.
A fulllength, double-column article ap-
peared under the display heading,
“Things to do in the New Year.” BEight
paragraphs in order pressed closely home
to the readers the following vital admoni-
tions: “Get nearer to Jesus Christ,’
“Keep yourself unspotted from the
world,” “Be helpful to others,” “Be sym-
pathetic with those who have tried and
falled,” “Be faithful to the daily task,
“Be cheerful,” “Be loyal to the church,”
“Pry to lead one soul into the Kingdom."
What better counsels than these could
any religious paper give its readers? And
when our secular newspapers raise the
standard of living so high as these ap-
peals indicate, it is indeed conclusive evi-
dence of an advancing state of public
morals in the general management of all
that concerns our highest well-being.

HE great English statesman, Disraeli,
once exclaimed, “We put too much
faith in systems, and look too little

to men” This is to some extent true
of our organizations for carrying out the
King's Business. A plan of systematized
work 1s good, but it requires men to
eperate it, and the result of its operation
should again be men. The application of
this to the department of church work
which this paper is to repr fent, is very
evident. You must have faith in your
organization, its purposes and plans, its
principles and methods; but it is not in
itself the ultimate end of your desire. 1t
is only a means to that end. To attain
its real object requires men, and in them
rather than the system they represent,
must faith be placed.
.

1 have known serious mistakes on this
very point. An Epworth League is or-
ganized fully and strictly according to
the constitution, and its promoters are
therewith satisfied. An Adult Bible Class
is organized in accordance with the In-
ternational Standard, its certificate is
neatly framed and conspicuously hung
on the wall of the class-room, and every-
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body is in a congratulatory mood. A
Young Men's Club is formed, its officers
elected, its committees appointed, and its
machinery all properly fitted. But some-
how neither League, Class mnor Club
makes good progress, and the system is
condemned. What was the matter? Simply
one fatal lack, the absence of living,
active, propelling force.
T

John Stuart Mill was correct when he
clalmed that “the worth of a State, in
the long rum, is the worth of the indi-
viduals composing it.” And 1 would be
just as correct if I made the same state-
ment regarding any of our Young Peo-
ple's Organizations. Given a number of
earnest, intelligent, gystematic young
men or women in any organized soclety,
and combining these persons wisely
under alert leadership for the business
of that Soclety, there comes growth and
increasing usefulness as time progresses.
But it is the active life behind the ma-
chinery that makes it all go, not the sys
tem, no matter how elnborately that may
be stated on paper. The truth is that
your League, your School, your Cirele,
your Club, your Brotherhood, or what-
ever your organized form of church ac-
tivity may be called, is just what you
and your fellow-members make it. It is
not made when it is first formed. It is
then but ready for use, and you ave one
of the users. It is not to use you, but
rather you are to use it, with all its
machinery, as a means to an end, and
that end is human charncter formed after
the pattern of the € st and human
activities, employed as & sre those of Him
“who went about doing good." The need
of such living, active, men and women is
urgent, and the Young People's Soefety
that fails to help supply it s a poor
thing at best.

T would be difficult to frame a more
ennobling message than that given to
mankind in the beautiful paragraph

which comprises the farewell words of the
{1lugtrious Russian, Count Leo Tolstol, If
all my young readers will study them
well and diligently seek to embody their
pure and noble sentiments in their daily
practice, life will indeed become increas-
ingly rich and sweet, both to themselves
and others. Here are his words: “Instead
of returning evil with evil, try to return
evil with good; to say nothing i1l of men;
to act kindly even with the ox and dog.
Live thus one day, two days, or more, and
compare the state of your mind with its
state in former days. Make the attempt
and you will see how the dark, evil
moods have passed away, and how the
soul's happiness has increased. Make the
attempt, and you will see that the Gospel
of lLove brings mnot merely profitable
vords, but the greatest and most desired
of all things.” These exalted sentiments
will live in literature as a sublime state-
ment of a lofty soul; but, better still, they
will help purify and elevate other souls
seeking to rise to some of the heights of
moral excellence reached by the deceased
Count.

T was on a slow train that I overheard
the remark, but it set me thinking.
Some commercial travellers were

comparing notes, and in the course of
conversation one remarked to another,
“If you only sold what the people wanted,
vou'd not do much business, would you?"
And as 1 listened, I learned that one of
the first aims of salesmen, such as these
men were, is to create a desire that arises
from a sense of need for certain goods the
“drummer” carries. My mind was natur-
ally turned to the House I was on the
road to represent, and 1 asked myself if
the chief business of such as I is not first
of all to quicken a desire in the minds of
others for the good things we possess.

27

A local merchant may not espec jally want
such articles as the traveller has for sale;
but if he can be persuaded that it is a
good thing that his customers will profit
by, he will stock up with it, and in turn
quicken desire for it in others.

..

Even so is it with the preacher, the
Sunday School teacher, and all others of
the Lord's representatives. Having a good
thing and knowing its worth, it is his
business to make others want it. They
may have no particular desire for it, but
if the agent does his business as wisely
as the alery salesman for some great
commercial house does his, it will not
be long before a measure of need will be
felt by the prospective customer, and the
rest will follow in due course. Herein
you and I may take a lesson from the
men of the grip. We are not as skilful
as we might be in presenting our wares.
Especially s this true of many workers
among the young. The imperative “must”
Is not always in place. You cannot force
a boy to be good. He may be restrained
by fear or force from doing outwardly bad
things; but he can only be impelled to
actually and voluntarily do good deeds by
the constraint of inward motive. To this
we should make our appeal. And to so
present the Gospel that it shall commend
itgelf to the mind and give rise within
the heart to the desire, “I want to be
good,” 1s the height of wisdom. Can you
do 1t? If not, try for It, and you will
goon see your scholars enquiring for what
you have, because they arc convinced
through you that it is the best thing, and
that they really need it.

HE expression of Principal Salmond
ghould never be forgotten by
Christian  workers. “There are

two Churches,” said he; “{he Church of
to-day and the Church of to-morrow i
The former, we can S§ee The latter is
being constructed. To the older people
the Church of to-day is of greatest pres-
ent value; but st what the Chur h of
toamorrow will be, depends very largely
on what we do with the children and
youth now. 1If we neglect them we
weaken the future, If they are well-in-
formed, skilfully trained, and properly
equipped, the coming Church will be
stronger and more successful than that
of to-day.

. " -

Sunday School teachers and all others
who are at work for the salvation of the
young life that now abounds on every
hand will do well to keep such thoughts
ever in mind. He who is but a raw boy
now will soon be a fullgrown man.
Whether his Influence shall be for or
against Christ in those days may be deter-
mined by the teaching he is receiving
now. The Church of to-morrow, with al
its measureless possibilities for good,
ought o be in training in the Church of
to-day. But is it? How many of your
Sunday School class are really acknowl-
edged Church members? How can you,
as a teacher, rest content to have one of
them outside? Your first work is to
bring each one, for his own sake, into
conscious union with Jesus Christ. Your
ultimate work may never be seen by you.
but in a coming generation it will be
manifested in the added power given by
your present scholars to the working
force of the Church. Your immediate
results are good, but more far-reaching
and fruitful are those to be yet achieved
by the boys and . girls now under your
care, To build up the Church of to-day is
glorious, but infinitely more S0 is it to
thus assist in the construction of a glow-
ing Temple whose light of Truth shall

shine over all the earth and {llumine all
nations, Such is to be the Church of to-
morrow. Are you working for it to-day?
Then get the boys and girls.
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EY LIZZIE C. REID

GNES MARSTON'S small, nervous

hands, that were never slack in

the way of duty, were folded in
her lap, the frosted ‘nut-brown hair was
rumpled upwards from her brows—it
was a trick she had of thrusting her
fingers through it while she studied the
lesson for her class in the mission
school. A mood of discouragement had
crept over her as she laid the Bible on
the table.

“What is the good of it?" she asked
herself. “What influence can I possibly
have over those wild lads? Can I ever
hope to see life from their standpoint?”

She rose and stood at the window, her
brow pressed against the cold glass. In
truth, her head ached, and she was very
weary with the week's work. It was a
strenuous task to hold the attention of
restless boys for an hour, and she felt
strangely disinclined for it that after-
noon. But it was not Agnes Marston's
way to shirk a plain duty for the sake
of personal ease,

In the garden the last autumn leaves
were dropping yellow through the mist;
the songs of the birds had a note of rue
for the vanished summer; the dahlias
were limp and frosted. One pink rose-
bud, that had missed its chance of sum-
mer bloom, hung a dank, dejected head;
the sadness of the dying year fitted her
mood.

Then, with a hankering after some
word of cheer, she tdrned to the table
and opened the Bible at random. The
words on which her eyes rested seemed
to give her the message she needed:

“He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.”

Her eyes kindled with a new courage.
She was one of God's great army of
reapers; she should have her share in
the harvest-home.

“Bringing his sheaves with him,
doubtless, with rejoicing,” she murmur-
ed. “The imperishable harvest. God
give me faith and patience to sow the
seed and wait His time!"

She turned away from the silver mist
of the garden, lit by the flame of the
scarlet dahlias; the easy-chair and the
quiet room had lost their charm in the
:;I"B‘l hope the message had brought
er.

The fancy needlework shop in the
High Street of Carrow Down might
have taken the palm as a unique speci-
men of architecture, A two-storey
house, sandwiched Letween two larger
ones, it had one fairsized window for
the display of the goods; all the others
were narrow and diamond-paned. The
rooms, long and low-ceiled, extended
from front to rear, looking out on the
garden and the street; the upper storey
Jutted over the lower, and the custom-
ers complained of the uncertain light in
the shop,

But the place was Agnes Marston's
own property, won by hard toll, and she
saw none of its limitations. A brave
woman, with a simple faith in Provi-
dence, she was largely content, so long
as the fancy needlework business pros-
pered and she could pay her way, be-
holden to none. Her savings were safe-

Iy invested at small interest, and, by
strict economy, she could live her lonely
life in comfort and occasionally offer
hospitality to a friend. The modest
little house, unattractive in its outward
gulse, seemed to Agnes Marston a fit
setting for her whose life had been
limited and incomplete. She had come
through much tribulation into her king-
dom of home, and she was thankful for
freedom and peace,

The past held shadows of haunting
pain—a lonely youth spent under the
tyraray of a selfish aunt, who had crush-
ed every simple joy from the girl's life,
and who, but for the hasty summons of
death, would have left her penniless.

Love had come to her in one summer
of utter bliss, and had vanished, leaving
her doubly alone. Yet, in spite of all,
she told herself she had much to be
thankful for, and she was content. But,
coming home from church of a night in
autumn, when the golden harvest-moon
hung over the red beeches and the stars
were out, she took the long way by the
high-road. Never again could she come
by the fieldspath, where the moon shone
on the ripe sheaves and the air was full
of the scents from apple orchards,

The ‘warmth of the afternoon was i
the little school-house, making the boys
more restless than usual. Only the fre-
quent singing of 1lively hymns could
work off the steam. The loud, unmusi-
cal voices thrilled through Agnes Mar-
ston's temples. The lesson was the
Frodigal Son, and she told them the
familiar story in a graphic way she had.
Only one seemed to give any heed, an
he was the one she called her incorrig-
ible, The wildest of them all, she had
despaired of touching him; and yet she
had a special tenderness for him—per-
haps because his bright blue eyes were
like eyes that had looked into hers un-
der the autumn stars,

The blue eyes were fixel on her this
afternoon with a strange, rueful question
in them. They gave her new eloquence,
and by-and-by the others grew quieter
and listened, too. Harry Bryce was
always their leader in good or Il

The old story of the exile iu the far
country and the cords of the homeland
that drew him back had never held the
boys as it did that night. Agnes iorgot
the throbbing of her temples, and went
home in the chill twilight with the com-
forting sense of a duty done against tne
grain; she had sown the seeds, and som.
day she might bring in the sheaves.

“Oh, if one soul in Anworth
Meet me at God's right hand,
My heaven will be two heavens
In Immanuel's Land,”

she murmured. And it was for the soul
of Harry Bryce she prayed that night,

Miss Charity Harding was the gossip
of Carrow Down. A good woman, with
an unfailing interest in her neighbors’
affairs, she plumed herself on being the
first to hear and pass on any rare bit
of news. To do her justice, she was
worthy of her name, being much better
pleased to be the bearer of good tidings
than of ill. It was on the following
Tuesday that she called at the fancy
needlework shop in the High Street to
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match some wools, and, incidentally, to
tell her news,

“You will have heard
Bryce?” she began.

The wool that Miss Marwton waw sep-
arating into skeins fell In a woft pink
heap to the counter. BShe gave her cus-
tomer a startled glance,

‘“Harry Bryce? No; what of him? |
have heard nothing.”

“Ah; 1 hardly thought It would have
reached you yet. I heard It mywolf only
a few minutes ago, and I wished to he
the first to tell you, knowing you take
an interest in the lad."

“What is it?” breathed Mims Marston,
“An accident in the shipyard? He I8 so
reckless, Tell me quick—what s 1t?"

“No, no, not an accldent, 1 knew
you would be vexed, so 1 didn't tell you
right off. The truth is, he has run away
from home. It seems the riveters in
Hamerton's Yard are pald on Monday
night, and, after he had got his wages,
instead of bringing them home as usu
young Bryce disappeared, He wi
last seen by a carter at Wyfell, who met
him at dawn trudging along the high-
road and whistling cheerfully—1 wsup.
pose to keep his cour ge up, It's a sad
blow to hig poor old father, and If his
mother had lived till now It would have
broken her heart.”

Agnes Marston's eyes filled with tenrs
of bitter disappointment—all the more
bitter for the hopes she had been cher
ishing of her incorrigible, 8he had been
thinking how best to arrest hiw atten-
tion by her next Sunday School lesson
while she served her customers; and now
he had gone into the far country—mhe
had lost the most preclous sheaf of her
harvest. That was why he had lstened
80 Intently to the story of the Prodigal;
the lesson of it had not impressed him ot
all, and yet perhaps it had, What was
the meaning of that rueful question in
his blue eyes Ah, if she had only guess
ed what he meanc to do! But might not
her love, her prayers follow him out into
the wilds, where, thank God, the Father
love could find him?

The sensation of Harry Bryce's flight
soon died out; the waters of sllence clow
ed over the rash lad who had been only
a disturber of the peace of Carrow
Down. His father died soon after his
flight, and only In one woman's falthful
heart did the memory of the lncorrigible
hold its place. Agnes Marston's prayers
went after him, borne by the wswift.
winged Angel of Love—and when have
such prayers proved unavalling?

But changes were coming fast upon
the little house in the High Street,
‘Blocksom’s big drapery store opposite
was floated as a limited company; It
was to be a general store, whore every-
thing could be had from a needle to an
anchor. The fancy needlework depart
ment had all the newest designs and the
cheapest materfals. It would have been
too much to expect that Carrow Down
people should sacrifice thelr own Inter
ests for sentimental considerations of
friendship; only a few Ined staunch
to Miss Marston, among them Mim
Charity Harding. The Juggernaut of
competition was marching o1 Its vie
tim. Prices must bs Jowere| to com-
pete with Blocksom's, profits declined
and bills increased. The awful whadow
of debt hovered oy the threshold of the
little house; to Agnes Marston the
shadow of death would have been
gentle presence compared with that. In
truth, she did not know where to turn,
She was too proud to own her troubie
or seek the cold comfort of pity; she
must bear the brunt as she had always
borne it—alone. She was drawing on
her capital; it was melting away. The
disgrace of failure was to be, after all,
the end of her honest, strenuous en-
deavor.

about  young
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One morning, just when the first frosts
had nipped the dahlias in the night, the

shutters of the little shop in the
Street remained up and Garrow
knew that the struggle was over
big store across the way was displ

High
Down
The
aying

its fresh autumn stock behini its fine

plate-glass windows; it stared in

open

gcorn at the poor little blindfold shop it

had so mercilessly snuffei out.
“Poor Miss Marston—she did
best!” was the pitying comment,
what else could she expect? One
buy in the best shops, and really F

her
“ But
must
3lock-

som's offers such variety, and so cheap.”

The inevitable had happened—it

was

only an everyday occurrence

he

march

of progress had trodde~ Agnes Marston
underfoot

She paid her creditors in full, though
it swallowed almost all her capital, and
fhe put so brave a face upon it that g
rumor began to gain ground, chiefly
through Miss Harding, that it might be,
efter all, a voluntary retirement from
business,

“Failed! Don’t you belleve it!" sald
Miss Charity, with tender mendacity
“Tired of the fag, that's all And no
wonder, What's the good of worrying
when she has nobody but herself to keep?”

Agnes Marston let it go at that. Later
on they would know the truth, but mean-
|Ilnu~ it was something to be saved their
pity. ¢

She sat in the window of the parlor
behind the closed and darkened shops
face to face with the shadows of an un-
certain  future The nipped dahlias
hung their heads in the frosty mist; the
petals of the last pink rose lay shrivelled

on the gravel
asked herself.

What was she to do? she
She had cleared herself of

debt, but what was left? The old-fash-

foned furniture would not

fetch much

She was not an old woman yet, but was
she young enough to find fresh work now
that there were so many In the field?
Her Bible lay open on the table in front
of her; the capable, nervous hands that
had been so swift to duty were folded in
her lap. It was too dark to read, and
candlelight must be economised, She had
been reading again the words that had
glven her their message of uplifting that
Sunday afternoon that seemed g0 long ago
but they failed to comfort her now.

“Weeping? Rejolcing?’ Ah, there had
always been more of tears than joy In
her life! And the shadows were gather-
ing, gathering. What was to become of
her? She wrung her hands in vain pro
test against Fate.

A sudden summons at the door startled
her unstrung nerves. She waited till it
came again Then, half-fearfully, like
one who dreads another blow and can
hope for no good news, she went along the
passage and unbarred the door.

Two figures stood between her and the
grey gloom of the street

“Miss Marston, don't you know me?"
asked a clear young voice.

Two blue eyes looked Into hers, and *
b knev;.l boy! Y have come

“Harry! My boy! ou
home!” she cried. She grasped his hands
in hers, drawing him into the parlor.
“You have come home!" she sald again.

“Yes,” he answered, “I have come
home. Do you remember that Sunday
afternoon when you told us the story of
the Prodigal Son? Well, I had made up
my mind to bolt. That was why I listen-
ed. But I meant to make a better thing
of it than the Prodigal did. I didn’t mean
that you should be ashamed of your
scholar. Yes, I know poor father is dead;
I found a stranger in our cottage. Father
never believed in me much, but T wish 1
had been able to show him he was wrong
I did not come to the husks out there,
and 1 think it must have been your pray-
ers and your faith in me that saved me.
1 found a friend who gave me a helping

hand, and whatever 1 am I owe to God
and you and him. Those Sunday School
lessons of yours stuck in my mind; I
didn't seem to heed them much at the
time, but they kept me out of mischief.
1 thought some day I might see you
again, and 1 couldn't think of facing you
if I had forgotten what you taught me
I'm not good at talking, but it would have
been right down mean to let you have
all your work for nothing, and 1 couldn’t,
that's all.”

Tears rushed to Agnes Marston's eyes,
but this time they were tears of joy.

“Thank God!” she sald. “The message
18 true. 1 sowed the seed In tears, but
the harvest ig with rejoicing.”

Then, in courteous compunction, she
turned to the silent figure in the back-
ground.

“Your friend?” she asked. *“This
is he? Will you make me known to

The other stepped forward into the
twilight of the window. What she saw
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he's a rare hand with animals. Well, we
used to chat togethe t nights, and he
told me of his Sunday School teacher,
and the last lesson she had taught him
That's how I found out you weren't mar-
ried, Aggle, and that's why I am here.”

“Married!” she echoed. “ Who told
vou I was married?"

“Well, your aunt wrote me you were

ying to marry Rounce, the schoolmaster,
and I wasn't to worry you with letters, for
vou had quite given me up. 1 believed
it, for you never answered my letters;
but I never forgot the girl 1 loved 1
reckon now it was all a mistake; 1 got
the wrong end of the story somehow."”

The flush of youth came back to Agnes
Marston's face.

“Yes,” she sald, “ it was all a mistake
Never mind how it happened.”

“Then 1 guess the tangle has got
gorted out through the meeting of Harry
and me. 1 shouldn't wonder but your
prayers brought us together. You will
marry me, Aggie, and Harry and yon

JUST BOYS; BUT BOYS GROW INTO MEN!

was a sunbrowned face and frosted hair
and blue eyes looking into hers as they
had looked long ago under the autumnal
stars. As in a dream, she saw again the
moon on the ripe sheaves, and around
her were the scents from the apple
orchards.

“ Aggie!” he said, using again the old,
tender name.

And at the sound of his voice Agnes
Marston knew that life still held glad-
ness.

“It was strange how Harry and 1 met,”
he told her later, as they sat.at tea. “It
was almost as if some bonds of love from
the homeland had drawn us together.
Do you know this lad is a hero, Aggie?
He saved my life in a flood in one of
the rivers at the risk of his own. I was
crossing the river at Jackson’s Creek,
and my horse stumbled and sank, falling
on top of me. He dragged us both out,
and we were friends after that. 1 saw
he had grit in him, and I took him on
my ranch. Life was to slow for him
here. Shipbuilding is not in his line, but

and I will go out West together. You
will make home for us, and help us
along on the upward journey.”

Miss Charity Harding’s news lent that
good soul wings. Before long it was
known throughout Carrow Down that
John Ransom, Agnes Marston's lover, had
come home, and that the link that had
drawn them together was the lad she
had called her incorrigible.—In Sunday
Companion.

“The trees are standing, straight and
bold,

Stripped for their wrestle with the
cold ;

The clouds are scudding, torn and
gray,

The restiess birds have flown away.

The storm-tossed Soul hath cast aside

The vestments of her summer pride.

Come snow and ice! Come, shrieking
blast!

The Boul, deeprooted, standeth fast,

And bears, thro' winter's Luffeting,

The secret promise of the spring.”
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Prayer Life—the Basis of all
Successful Effort

An address given by Dr. J. B. Davey,
Hamilton, at the recent Conference
Epworth League Convention,
at Berlin.

HAT 18 SUCCESSFUL EFFORT?

It is not the accumulation of

great wealth. A young man of

poor parentage sets out to make a for-
tune. By perseverance, pluck, and me-
thods ‘that may be questionable, be 1s
able to sign a check for half a million

dollars at 40 Years of The world
says, ‘ marvellous succ God says,
“Thou fool!™.

Nor is it the acquisition of great
power. The young Corsican, who "at
twenty-six put down the revolution in

Paris with grapeshot, and became the
dietator of Europe at 40 years of age,
is surely the embodiment of successful
effort. But when we consider at what
a cost he climbed to power—the waste
of human life, the poverty, suffering, and
moutning of millions, the devastation of
home and property—and then take a last
view of him as he dles the exile’s death
on lonely St. Helena, we are forced to
exclaim, “abject failure!”

Nor is it the acquirement of much
Jearning. The great wise man says, “1I
looked on all the works that my hands
had wrought and on the labor that T had
Jabored to do, and behold, all was vanity.”
And a greater wise man still, sald,
“Though I understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, T am nothing.”

Nor is it the performance of great
and heroie deeds, nor of mighty acts of
self-abasement. *“ For though I give my
body to be burned, T am nothing™ Nor
does it lle in the distribution of great
wealth for philanthropie purposes. “ For
though 1 give all my goods to feed the
poor, it profiteth me nothing” Nor In
the saving of long prayers nor in preach-
ing eloquent sermons - does successful
effort e

True, there are many men of wealth,
power, and learning, after whose names
true success may well be written. Abra-
ham was such a man of wealth; Joseoh
and Daniel were such men of nower:
Paul was such a man of learning. But
it was neither wealth, power, nor learn-
fne which made their lives successful.

Wherein then lles true success?

Let us consider the life of Christ, the
perfect man, as an example of true suc-
cess. Though born in a manger, yet in
His Father's House are many mansions.
Though he fled from Herod, vet he was
the son of the King of Kings. Though
the humble carpenter, obedient to his
parents, yet the great Master Builder of
the universe. Though thev all forsook
Him and fled, yet twelve legions of angels
were readv to do His biddinz. Though
erucified by Hig enemies, yet he eon-
quered death and now reigns in majesty
at the right hand of God, the Saviour
of the world. His life was not a fallure

He went about doing good. He fed
the hungry, He restored the maimed, He
raised the dead, the poor had the gospel
preached unto them. By his death on
the Cross He purchased life for every
man. “My work I8 to do the will of
Him that sent me"” “T have finished
the work Thou gavest Me to do Ts not
this true success?

Paul!

What 1s successful effort? Why,

o ra

o and obtain the prize. To find
your work and then faithfully carry it
out. And now, as the old veteran stands
near the end of the journey and looks
pack over a stormy life, he remembers
the commission God had given him,
“Thou art a chosen vessel to bear my
name before the Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel.” And then as he
views the tortuous pathway up which he
has just been climbing, he rejoices at his
progress. “l have fought a good fight,
1 have finished my course, I have kept the
faith.”

And then he turns and looks ahead
into the great beyond where he must
soon give an account of the journey, and
exclaims, “Henceforth, there is laid up
for me the crown of glory.” Paul had
found his work and had finished it. He
had fought a good fight. What though
he had five times received
stripes save onc? What though he had
been stoned, starved, shipwrecked, and

fmprisone? He had finished the course
and kept the faith. Therein lay true
success.

80 God has a place and a work for
each of us. To fit into that place and
to accomplish that work constitutes suc-
cessful effort in its highest sense.

WHAT IS PRAYER? 1t Is not just
the one minute inthe morning or the
two sleepy minutes in the evening we
spend at the bedside in repeating the
same formulary. Nor is it the eloquent
utterances we may make in the public

worship; nor that long string of selfish -

requests with which we burden God time
and time again; nor c¢.en the cry of
distress that spontaneously arises from
our inmost soul when we are suddenly
brought face to face with some great
disabter; nor even the sinner's ery for
pardon. Though each and all of these
may be prayer, they simply form a part
only of real prayer life.

By prayer life 1= meant the constant
realizing of the actual presence of
Christ. Whether it be on our knees at
the bedside or In the sanctuary, or while
engaged in our daily toil, or in our social
life; whether in the valleys of distress
or on the mountain tops of blessing; we
realize Christ's presence with us con-
tinually and rest assured that all is well,

Prayer life implies the forsaking of
«in. “If T regard iniquity in my heart
the Lord will not hear me" The per-
sistence in known sin is a hindrance to
the realization of the presence of Christ.
If we honestly surrender all known
wrong and accept the Divine pardon, it
is our immediate vrivilege to enter into
fellowship with the living Christ. Tt
also calls for implicit trust in Christ's
nromises, belleving that He knows what
ia best for us, and this leads to a com-
plete surrender of our wills to His will.
That s, we accept the mind of Christ as
the rule of our lives, and, whether the
path leads through storm or sunshine.
over road smooth or rough, along easy or
Aifcult highways, amid dangers or
through pleasant places, to dlsappoint-
ment or to fulfilled desires, to the expected
answer to praver or contrariwise, still,
“we know in whom we have belleved and
are persuaded” that he doeth all things
well,

Since our wills are lost in His will
we look to Christ for guidance and
gladly wait God's purnose concerning us.
And when this has been revealed to us,
whether to a small or to g large degree,

forty*
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whether in a manner pleasing or other-
wise to our own individual tastes, we
pevertheless give quick and full. It im-
plies obedience to the Master's every
call. Ours not to reason why, but to
simply trust and obey, knowing God
works all things together for our good,

When we have fulfilled these conditions
there comes into our souls the peace
which passeth all understanding, and we
are then experiencing the real meaning
of the true prayer life.

Since then successful effort consists in
finding out God's will concerning us, and
‘hen fulfilling this will, fafthfully and
well, T must now show how this Is
dependent upon the prayer life of the
individual. .

Tiow am I to know God's will concern-
ing me unless I am in constant com-
munion with Christ, and how can I hope
to carry out that will in my life unless
| am constantly drawing upon the Divine
vower to sustaln me? If successful
effort consisted in carrying out some
plan of my own 1 might perhaps get
along without outslde information or
help. But since grace is glven only for
present needs, T must be in constant
walting upon God for the measure
required for each new revelation.

To find out God's will concerning me
1 will spend much time in secret with
Jesus alone. In the quiet hour of medita-
tion, when the Holy Spirit communes
with our spirit, we gain inspiration and
vower for the work before us. *“Enter
into thy closet and shut the door.” is the
command of Him of whom it is written,
“He went up into the mountain apart
to pray, and when the even was come he
was there alone.”” “He went out into a
mountain to pray and continued all night
in prayer to God.” And if it was neces
sary for the Christ Himself to wait upon
God in the lonely places and during the
sllent watches, how much more should
it be necessary for us!

1 must also patiently and persistently
study God’'s Word. For “ If ye abide in
me and my word abide in you, ye ghall
ask what ye will.”

Then, 1 will cleanse my life from every
known sin. 1 cannot hope to have Christ
ibide in my heart if sin lurks there as
well. 1 cannot ask or expect forgive-
ness of my sins if T forgive not those who
have trespassed against me.

1 cannot pray “Thy Kingdom come 44
and then spend more time, energy, and
money on luxurfes and pleasures for
myself than 1 do on missions. I cannot
testify “my all is on the altar,” and
neglect my duty to my League or Church
for the sake of worldly pleasure or gain.
I cannot sing “Were the whole realm of
nature mine,” and refuse to give some
part at least of my time, emergy, and
resources to God for special services.

T will condition my petitions on God's
superior wisdom as to what Is best for
me. 1f my praver is not answered as 1
expected and desired, T will still trust

«God and belleve that He has something
better in store for me.

1 will strive to work out in my life the
things | commit to God In prayer. "1
pray for the hungry, I will endeavor to
feed them. If T pray that the sorrowing
ones may be comforted, T will endeavor
to carry some mite of comfort myself.
When 1 pray that the weak may be
strengthened during the hour of tempta-
tion, T will do my best to remove tempta-
tion from their pathway. If I pray for a
revival of interest in the work of the
League, T will put more earnest effort
into that work myself. Tf T pray for the
conversion of souls, T will do all T can
to win those for whom I am praying,
by the personal touch of my own life.
T cannot pray that God will thrust forth
workers into his vineyard without first
offering whatever service I myself am
able to supply.
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Then, having done all,
the promises, for

I will stand on

“All the way my Saviour leads me,
Cheers each winding path I tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,

Feeds me with the living bread;
Heavenly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him I dwell,

For I know whate'er befall me,

Jesus doeth all lhlngs well” '

Lessons from the Story of Moses
Topic for the week of March 5th.

SvGersTEy  SCRIPTURE  LESSON
Meering—Hebrews 11: 2

FOR YOUR

OUTLINE OF THE BIBLE

STUDY,

RECORD FOR WOME

5

Egypt's new King—Exod.
A goodly child—Exod. 2
Moses in trouble—Exod. 2

814, 2

1115
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New Tables
69, 28-35.
‘-lplvs sent forth—Numbers 13:

of Stone—Exod. 34: 1, 2,
13, 17-

e Reports of the spies—Num. 13:

The People rebel—Num. 14: 1-35.
Moses must suffer—Num. 20: 1-1
Wilderness Wanderings—>Mum.
29; Deut, 31: 13, 7, 8.
In the Tent—Deut. 31: 14
The Song of Moses—Deut
The Death of Moses—Deut. lN
The foregoing twenty-five selected sec-
tions contain the essential facts with
which the members should be familiar.
IBach one should be in possession of the
outline given. The story as thus 'para-

9

graphed is practically complete, Every
part of it is quickly accessible, may be
read in a short time, and quite easily

mastered. If your members will not take
the trouble to acquaint themselves with
the Bible Story, no lecture on Moses,
glven them in the meeting, will profit

ERA. 31

decide to take the Pledge. The choice of
Moses as given in Heb. 11: 23-29, must
be made in principle still, and your
avowed Christian members should seek
to persuade those who are not, to make
it mow. Opportunity to become Active
members through such choice should be
given in every Consecration meeting
Personal decision to follow Christ should
be the crowning glory of your meeting,
and a proof of its success.—Ed.

“ A truthful soul a loving mind
Full of affection for its kind;
A spirit firm, erect, and free;
That never basely bends the knee;
That will not bear a feather's weight
0f slavery's chain for small or great;
That truly speaks from God within;
That never makes a league with sin;
That snaps the fetters despots make.
And loves the truth for its own sake,
That worships God and Him alone,
And bows no more than at His throne;
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Evangelistic Campaign

Has been in progress during the past month in the City of Toronto.
stirring messages have been delivered by the various members of the party, but
the one which has perhaps been most conducive to the success of the meet-
ings is that expressed in the cartoon above,
It has stirred many Christian hearts to do Personal Work for the Salvation of
on this most important phase ot Evangelism has been
sults most fruitful.
hand in it YOURSELF.

The emphasis

Many

" Search for the Wanderer.”

There is no better way. Practise

In the Desert—Exod. 3:
12, 17 29-31.

The appeal to Pharaoh »hxml 6:
4, 6, 12, 20, 22; 6: 1,10, 11; 7: 10-13.
The Plagues—Exod. ulmps 7-10.
'lhn lnal Plague—Exod, ll 1; 12: 29

7, 8,10; 4: 10-

) O

14,
Go l-orwnrrl 15, 16, 19,

20, 273

The SOng of Victory—EBExod. 15: 1-18,
20, 21

Enler the Wilderness—Exod. 15: 22, 23,
27; 16: 1.3, 9-12.

Vlnnnn Exod. 16: 13-31

On Mount Sinai—Exod. 19: 1-6, 17-20,

21-26.
The Ten Commandments—Exod. 20:
12
The Golden Calf—Exod. 32:
Quelling Rebellion—Exod. 3
In favor with God—Exod.

1-20.
21; 33: 4,
1 12-33.

them much. ¢
to read the Bil [
is the first step.

The next is to review the story in the
meeting. This may be done by having a
Contest. Appoint Captains in good time
ahead, let them choose sides, master the
facts, and in the meeting have the Pastor,
President, or some other appointed person
ask questions (from the outline given
above) alternately of the sides. Count
the “misses” or “mistakes” made by
cach side, and the one having the least
of these during the review will, of course,
be accounted the winners.

The ““ Lessons " will be apparent as the
study proceeds, and may be summed up
and applied by the Reviewer at the close
of the Contest.

By personal interviews with the Associ-
ate members, endeavor to lead them to

s to persuade them
themselves. That

And trembles at no tyrants nod;
A soul that fears no one but God,
And thus can smile at curse or ban:
This is the soul that makes a man."

Are These Statements Facts?

A Christian who no
hvnll lnyon v
dislo to the Inlur

r personally
Christ is

made through
Conversation
e

approac
th another on - sm

bol‘-nl what they profess they
would more freely proclaim it to

s a——
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Some Fundamental Principles cf
Missionary Work

BY REV. J. H. M'ARTHUR. 8.T.D.

111. MODERN IONARY LESSONS
FROM PAUL'S THIRD MIS
SIONARY TOUR.

Acts 18: 23—21: 17.
Topic for week beginning March 12th.

ScripTURe  Lessox.—Selected  passages,
e.g., Acts 19: 23-41; Eph. 2: 11-22,
Outline of Paul's Third Missionary
Journey.—Draw a map of this journey
Make a list of the important places
visited, and the chief events that occurred

in it, so that you may be able to verify
all the statements made in this study by
an appeal to the facts of Paul's mis-
slonary career.

The fundamental principles which we
are about to consider in this topic are
illustrated not only in this third journey
of Paul, but in all his journeys, just as
the lesson considered in the first two
topics are illustrated not in the first and
second journeys alone, but in the whole
of Paul's missionary career.

V. The Principle of Sacrifice on the,
Part of both the Missionary and the
Church which sends him.—Paul never
allowed himself to become a burden to
the people among whom he labored. He
did not depend upon them for his sup-
port. How then did he obtain a lving
for himself and his fellow-laborers? Whao
pald their travelling expenses? In what
way were these misslonary schemes
financed? Not very much is said about
the manner of financing the work; but
we may infer that the brethren of the
Church of Antioch, which sent Barnabas
and Paul to the foreign field, would feel
that there was some responsibility rest-
ing upon them in the way of providing
for the expenses of their missionaries
Nor would they in any way try to shirk
that responsibility. They could not, and
we belleve they did not, allow Barnabas
and Paul to bear the whole expense of
the missionary campaign. To have done
g0 would have been to shirk personal
responsibility, and to rob themselves of
their share of the inexpressible joy and
glory of this great work. The home
church had a share In it as well as the
missionaries that had been sent out.

Moreover, the men who composed the
Executive Committee of this F. M. 8. at
Antioch were probably men of means,
and doubtless were both able and willing
to subgeribe their share to the further-
ance of this movement. We are not to
gunpose that the question of finance was
not discussed. It was after all onlv a
gecondary one. The great burden wunon
their hearts was the need of a lost world,
and thev felt that the resnonsibility was
unon them to send to the world the
gosnel as its only means of ealvation;
and so, money or no monev, missionar-
jes must be appointed, and go forth to
lost men with the saving zospel of Christ.

To what extent the home church sup-
nlied Paul with funds do not know,
but we do know that the funds he may
have recelved from this source were not
always sufficlent for his personal needs.
However, this did not dishearten him,
and so we find him working at his
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trade as a tent-maker that he might not
in any sense become a burden to the
people. Yet he felt himself free to accept
when offered to him the generous hospi-
rulity of such consecrated converts as
Lydia, Jason, and Justns. Paul knew
the meaning of sacrifice and taught it,
by his.example, to the people.

It was a sacrifice on the part of the
Church of Antioch to glve up such men
as Paul and Barnabas, and a further sacri-
fice to provide in part for their expenses.
But the missionaries themselves made
even a greater sacrifice when they devoted
their lives for the salvation of their
fellowmen, being willing to endure all
kinds of hardships and to sufler perse-
cution even unto death. Such sacrifice
would appeal powerfully to the sympa-
thies and higher instinots of the people,
and would have a very beneficial effect
upon the life of the growing churches
founded in every place. No man is sulted
for a missionary who has not learned
the lesson of self-sacrifice. Almost every
nation has its list of ancient worthies,
many of whom sacrificed their lives for
the good of their country. If the
religion and patriotism of heathen
nations have produced such men, the
religion of Jesus Christ should produce
men equally good and fish; and

ERA.
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in connection with cur work in Japan ana
in West China, and show wherein lles
their strategical value?

VIl Fostering the Spirit of Indepénd-
¢nce—It would seem as if a church had
been founded in every place which Paul
visited, and in every church elders we:
appointed for the purpose of gecuring poi
manent results, and of carrying on aggres-
sive work. The churches were thrown
upon their own resources, and their organ-
{zation no doubt was very simple. They
had to build their own churches, supply
their pastors, conduct their own gervices,
and support their own cause. These
churches were self-supporting, and some
of them were able to spare some of their
Dbest men to assist Paul in his missionary
campaign. The problem of self-support
would be worked out in some way by the
church that was filled with the spirit of
Jesus. This is being done to-day in Korea.
The Koreans are bullding their own
churches, supporting their own pastors,
and practically evangelizing their own
country under the supervision of the mis-

slonaries. Korea has lost her national
independence, but o is gaining what is
better—independ. ¢ in church life

Great wisdom «
ing aid to natis

st be exercised in giv-
churches, lest we hinder

rather than » the spirit of indepen-
dence. T ntinued to supervise the
work in o churches. This he did
by writl Lem letters, by sending mes-

sengers to them, and by visiting them
himself as opportunity offered. But whi'e
he gave counsel and supervision, they
were expected to maintain thelr own
cause.

only such should be sent as missionar-
fes of the Cross. Every missionary
should be a man whose heart is filled
with the love of God which flows towards
his fellowmen, and whose Ijfe is a living
example of the spirit of self-sacrifice.
And in this sacrifice the home church
should share.

VI. The Principle of Centralization.—
The mission stations established by Paul
in Asia Minor and in Macedonia follow
in the main the great Roman roads, and
were therefore strategical points for the
Adigsemination of the gospel. Ephesus
was a great centre. It was a centre of
Greek culture. It was a religlous centre,
being the home of the goddess Diana. Tt
was a commercial centre. The great trade
route from the BEuphrates and the Inter-
for passed through Laodicea and on to
Ephesus. The city was the New York
of Asia Minor, the great commercial em-
porfum of the vast West. From it all
parts of Pro-consular Asia could be easily
reached. It may be that many of the
students in the School of Tyrannus came
from the Provinces, and would carry
back to their native homes a knowledge
of the gospel as they heard it from the
lips of Paul. In a brief time the seven
churches of Asia, to whom John writes
in his Apocalypse, were founded. Enhesus
was destined to become a great mission-
ary centre. (Acts 19: 10.)

Such a strategical centre 1s Tokio. All
young Japanese who aspire to a higher
cducation go there. One of our churches
in that city known as the Big Tabernacle.
built by Dr. Eby, is in the neighborhood
of the Tmperial Universitv and other
smaller colleges. Our church there exerts
n strong Christian influence unon the stu-
dent life of that city, which in turn influ-
ences the whole nation. Toklo is the
greatest educational centre in the world,
which adds to its value as a missionary
centre. There are about 7,000 students
attending the Tmperfal University, which
graduates about 800 everv vear, Tn the
vear 1908 there were about 30.000 stu-
dents in Japan from Korea, Manchurin,
China, Siam, and Tndia.

Can you name other

VIIL. Postering the Spirit of Conncx-
ionalism.—The field covered by Paul's
y labors isted of a congl

eration of races bound together by a sort
of loose and mechanical unity. But Paul
succeeded in binding together in a very
effective manner the churches founded
among these peoples. Christianity is the
sveatest unifying force in the world. Eph.
2: 11-22 is a classic on this subject. The
unity d b and coloni
tion is only & mechanical unity. The
rnity secured through trade relations is
only a commercial unity. But the unity
of the Christian Church is a vital unity.
Strangers in language and in race sentl-
ment, and sevarated by distance, they
were nevertheless made members of one
bodv in Christ Jesus. Paul's method
tended to encourage the spirit of unity
and connexionalism. His perfodic fur-
Jloughs wovld help to foster this spirit
between the home and the forelen
churches. The collection which he took
up in the foreign churches for the poor
saints at Jerusalem was a proof of (he
connexional spirit, and at the same
time a means of developing it. No chureh
was expected to live unto iteelf alone. A
large number of these churches had their
rep ives d in i
work as co-laborers with Paul.
doing as well to-dav as thev did?

Make a list of the misstonaries who
from time to time were associated with
Paul and give the names of the churches
from which they came. How many can
vou name of the missionaries represent-
ing our own church in the Foreign or
Home Field.

y
Are we

IS IT TRUE

That ¢ .url needed all
--‘u-‘? That the Word of i
appropriate to tion? That
neither man nox na oan ‘what

y centres
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“As Ye Would "’

1t 1 should see
A brother languishing in sore distress
And I should turn and leave him comfort-

less,

When I might be
A senger of hope and h i
How could I ask to have what I denied
In my own hour of bitterness supplied?

If T might share
A brother's load along the dusty way,
And 1 should turn and walk alone that
day,
How could 1 dare—
When in the evening watch I knelt to
pray—
To ask for help to bear my pain and loss,
If 1 had heeded not my brother's cross?

If 1 might sing
A little song to cheer a fainting heart,
And 1 should seal my lips and it apart,
When I might bring
A bit of sunshine for life's ache and

smart—

How could I hope to have my grief re
lieved,

If 1 kept silent when my brother grieved?

And so 1 know
That day is lost wherein I fail to lend
A helping hand to some wayfaring friend;
But if it show
A burden lightened by the cheer I sent,
Then do I hold the golden hours well

spent,
And lay me down to sleep in sweet con-
tent.

~—Edith V. Bradt, in London Chronicle.

How to Deepen the League Interest
of Our Members
BY DR, M'LACHLAN, CARMAN, MAN,

Our subject presupposes that the best
interests of the league lie in the pro-
gressive activity of its members. The
first stage of growth consists in getting
an  “At-Home" feeling amongst the
young people. This I8 best created by
a hearty and cheery welcome by hand
and eye from those who already have
found their places. There must be no
alcofness, no diffidence of manner, no
forming of cligues, no “1 am better
than thou" feeling. The league meet-
ing should be lke the ideal family
gathering, to which all belong, and
whose joys and sorrows all share alike.
Such a bond of brotherhood creates an
atmosphere in which even the most timid
will not find it impossible to take part.
If the home is to be kept alive and vigor-
ous there must be continuous definite
action by its members. We are thus
placed upon our honor to put our whole
energles into the work of expansion, and
that we may have sufficient strength to
continue this service we require such
nourishment as will best fit us for it

Like an exposed photographic plate
our minds take impressions, and on the
picture galleries of our memories are
arranged the ideals of our life. The
books we read, the companionships we

form, and the way we employ our time *

all furnish the detail for these pictures.
If the standard of our literature is ele-
vating and its churacters of high order,
it the company we keep is true and
wholesome, then purer thoughts and
nobler aims will be the stimulating food
that will furnish our lives In strength
and beauty.

All leaguers should be on some com-
mittee where their talents may be de-
veloped by definite activity, Each com-
mittee will have regular meetings by it-
self to plan its own speclal work and
give each member some responsibility
in carrying it out. When one feels that
he is part and parcel of a living, moving

organism that throbs with vitality, and
that it is only perfection as he fulfils
his part, then is he nerved to put forth
his best effort. Whenever you find the
interest of your members flagging put
them on scout duty, leading some forlorn
hope, hospital duty, or anything that will
arouge and stimulate. Don't let them
die of inertia, but make new work for
them {f necessary, that their wnole
powers may be absorbed and their hearts
gladdened because they see a larger
sphere of usefulness opening up before
them.

Have programmes so varied and help-
ful that the members will not come to
enjoy them alone, but to help make them
more interesting. Encourage each mem-
bér to come furnished for each evening's
programme by having carefully studied
the topic, and to at least contribute one
thought, the best one which such study
has given them. There is a wonderful
spiritual uplift given to the whole league
gervice when such spontaneous action 18
taken, and many timid ones are so en-
couraged and strengthened that they
often gain a new consciousness of power.

Create a patriotic attachment to the
league by having it take a definite
stand. (1) In its attitude toward our
motto, “ Look up and Lift up for Christ
and the Church”; (2) Toward our mis-
sionary enterprises; (3) To good litera-
ture and music; (4) To our social and
civic environment

All leagues must have some tangible
plans in clear view If they are to attain
unto anything worth while. Mere

or an enter t even of a
worthy character will not serve to hold
our young people. What we need is
that which appeals to the soul of man,
the higher and nobler instincts. Let us
feel that we have such an aim in our
league motto, and as the soldiers of an
army work as & unit so may we work
sympathetically and patiently, always on
the alert to attract the {rregulars, who
are seldom at our meetings; the strangers,
only with us for a short time, and any
others whom we may draw by the en-
thusiasm of a great cause.

In our missionary enterprise of the
Forward for there
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zenship. We shall be filling the positions
of Empire to-morrow, and it behooves
us to make our preparations to-day, that
the league may be a training school pre-
paring for broader national life.

To get our members to the highest
standard we must go by way of the
Cross, by a forsaking of our way for His
way. It is only as we lose sight of self
and fix our eyes on the Christ that we
begin to live. Let our leagues be so
alive to this thought that there will be
no withholding of our best from Him
who gave His life for us. This conge-
cration will help more than anything
else In creating a deeper attachment of
the members to their society, and better
still to the work of Christ's Church, and
to mankind in general.

How Billy Sunday Was Wen

Billy Sunday’s revival campaigns have
resulted in thousands of conversions in
nearly every place he has worked. They
have also cleaned up the town.

It is therefore interesting to know
what influences were responsible for his
career,

He was to speak to a conference of
ministers in Ohio, and at the hotel he
was introduced to Dr. Homer Stuntz.
former missi 'y to the F

Billy Sunday jumped up like a rubber
ball and exclaimed: “ What! are you
Homer Stuntz, of Nevada, lowa?"”
‘Yes,” was the reply, “1 am the same
man.” “I1 am mighty glad to see you,
for you are the one who started me in
lh:} right direction.”

illy SBunday was placed in an ol -
age when he was a boy. He wnrrahk.e':m
out of the institution by a rich stock
ralser by the name of Bill Scott. Dr.
Stuntz was then a law student living tn
Nevada. One evening he came ACross
the boy when he was standing under a
street lamp, swearing like a young pir-
ate. Dr. Stuntz approached and began
Jollying him, which made the boy swear
all the more. He then Invited the boy
to join his Sunday School class, and
after repeated Invitations succeeded fn
Eemng him to come. Dr. Stuntz says,

is an ample scope for the development of
our activities, The Gospel is the world's
greatest and most crying need. Get the
leaguers interested In the lives of the
strange peoples among us, arouse them
to feel that we owe them the message
of Salvation, and that our debt is not
pald until we have studied their needs
fully, prayed thoughtfully and persever-
ingly for them and our missionaries who
are working for their enlightenment, and
given as the Lord has prospered us to
gsend the Gospel to all the world. In
some of our leagues, the Lord will choose
Himself workers for those flelds where
the fields are already white unto har-
vest, and we will have cause for rejole-
ing in their going out to help on the
good work.

As to good literature and music, we
know that if we are to keep out low
ideals there must be implanted the very
highest to enlarge our every faculty and
give us a true vision of our possibilities.
Have a literary soclety or reading circle
among your members at least during the
winter months. Have discussions, de-
bates, anything which will cause the
voung people to study, so that they can
talk well and with greater dntelligence.

In our social and civic environment
we must, as members of one family, be
interested in the welfare of all and so
make our sympathies felt that no dis-
cordant note will sound in our midst.
This will promote such a growth
brotherliness that we will get a broader
feeling for mankind. In our civic re-

lationships we owe a duty to the State
in promoting such intelligence as will
fit us for the higher duties of true citl-

, that young Billy wi -
headed, irreverent, a‘:ld beillger:ll b‘l‘!‘lla
worst boy in the class. He was con-
stantly asking questions that nobody
could answer, but in it all he revealed
unusual intelligence. During this time
Dr Stuntz talked to him about golng to
college. The result was that Sunday
spent four years at Northwestern Uni-
versity, and says that Dr. Stuntz was
::m man who started him in that direc-
on.

Afterwards young Sunday jolned a
professional baseball team at Marshall-
town, and as he was about to leave Dr.
Stuntz gave him a Testament. That was
the last he saw of Billy Sunday for
twenty years.

In an address to the conference later
in the day on “Why Some Ministers
Fail,” Billy Sunday told the story of
meeting Dr. Stuntz and used it as an
illustration, adding the remark, “That
man had the goods, he didn't fafl."—
Evangel.

“To live for common ends is to be
common,

The highest faith makes still the
highest man!

For we grow like the things our souls
believe,

And rise or sink as we aim high o
Tow.
No mirror shows such likeness of the
face,
As faith we live by of the heart and
mind.
We ;zore in very truth that which we
ul

e,
Ana love. like noblest deeds, is born
of faith”

T -

S
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The Nature Pcetry of Wordsworth

BY MISS MAUD F. FOWLER, TORONTO.

3, the world of mountains,
lakes, sky and trees, occu-
a larger part in Wordsworth's
poetry than in that, perhaps, of any other
poet.  He spent a great proportion of his
time in the contemplation of it, and it
shaped his philosophy in a quite pec uliar
way. His enjoyment of the world about
iim was not confined merely to pleasure
lu variety, or in beauty of form and color.
ese things which address themselves
to the bodily eye, seem to him the mani-
festation of an indwelling spirit—a spirit
akin to his own, and in harmony with it.
“To Shelley,” says Professor Dowden,
“a flower is a thing of light and love—
bright with its yearning, pale with pas-
sfon. To Thomson a flower is an object
which has shape and color. To Words-
worth a flower is a living partaker of the
common spiritual life and joy of being;
from it comes
A sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of selting
suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of
man;
A motion and a spirit that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all
thought,
And rolls through all things.”

The divine nature, in short, lay behind
these ontward shows; in them God was
manifesting Himgelf, and through them
man might come into closest relations
with the Creator. Hence for Wordsworth
there gathered about nature a deep sense
of mystery and of reverence; in his
breast it excited feelings of a profound
and religions character—far beyond mere
delight in sensuous beauty. It is the em-
phesis that he lays upon this aspect of
nature, and upon the feelings derived
from it, that gives the most distinctive
quality to his poetry.

Wordsworth believes that man and
nature are complementary, and beautiful
nature, as it were, associated with daily
employments, obtai a hold upon the
imagination, moulds the character, and
even affects the physical form of man.

Our peet is

“Well pleased to recognize
In nature and the language of the sense,
The anchor of his purest thoughts, the
nurse,
The guide, the guardian of his heart,
sou
Of all his moral being.”

and

He has great faith in the educating
influences of nature, and the following
lines from his pen are characteristic in
their subtle commun fon to us of the
sense of those influences:

“ She sghall be sportive as the fawn
That wild with glee across the lawn,
Or up the mountain springs;

And her's shall be the breathing balm,
And her's the silence and the calm
Of mute insensate things.

The floating clouds their state shall lend
To her; for her the willow bend;
Nor shall she fail to see
l-u-n in the motions of the storm,

ace that shall mould the maiden’s form
lh silent sympathy.”

Morcover, Wardsworta emphasizes the
superiority of the temper and general
character begotten by intercourse with
nature to that produced by a purely in-
tellectual attitude of mind, which Is
always busied pulling things to pieces in
order to find the way they are put to-
gether, or with seeking reasons for their
existence; which does not look at things
as they are, or have any time for feeling
about things. He proclaims the value of
a passive enjoyment of nature's spirit and
beauty,

“While with an eye made quiet by the
power

Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,

We see into the life of things.”

A certain amount of technical iistruc-
tion is necessary, but some of the gretest
influences often come to us when we are
thinking no particular thoughts, but are
“lying in vacant or in pensive mood,” or
resting in deep-seated meditative rapture
and contentment of joy.

Throughout our whole life the founda-
tions of the purest and highest joys are
about us, within the reach of all. The
child finds them everywhere—

‘' Spontaneous joys, where nature has its

play,
The soul adopts, and owns their first-born
sway."

But as we grow older the world imposes
on us with its lower allurements—wealth,
luxury, ambition—which dull our percep-
tions and degrade our will till we become
blind and indifferent to the fountains of
the highest happiness and the truest cul-
ture. To these it is Wordsworth's aim
in his poetry to lead us back.

It is characteristic of Wordsworth that
he chooses Lis theme for the nobility, in-
tensity, and beauty of the emotion in-
volved, not because of the strikingness of
the external facts that form the environ-
ment of this emotion. So in his flower
poems it is not the flower with the
gorgeous colors, but rather the humble
wayside flower that attracts him; and in
Iiis bird poems it is the bird, though
homely, which will best symbolize his
feelings that he selects. The green linnet
is mot in itself the subject of the poem
bearing that title, but is made use of as
connected with, or symbolizing, an emo-
tion in the roet; the true subject of that
poem, the stimulus which leads the poet
to write it, is the joy which he feels at
the renewal of nature in spring. So also
the Cuckoo is not the theme of the poem
of that name; but of the ideal world in
which the imaginative boy, Wordsworth,
dwells much the cuckoo becomes the sy m-
bol.  “Wordsworth's poetry is grea
says Matthew Arnold, “ because of the ex-
traordinary power with which Words-
worth feels the joy offered to us in nature,
the joy offered to us in the simple primary
affections and duties; and because of the
extraordinary power with which, in case
after case, he shows us this joy, and ren-
ders it so as to make us share it.”

He utters for others with marvellous
fruth and felicity what they themselves
have vaguely noted or felt in regard to
nature; his keener observation and appre-
¢iation enable him to open the eyes of his
readers to much of beauty that would
have escaped their attention. “ The Green
Linnet,” for example, merely recalls, ex-
presses and intensifies for us the joy we
Lave all felt on a perfect day of spring,
when
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“Once more the Heavenly Power
Makes all things new.”

On such a day alone the ordinary man
perhaps vividly feels that which Words:
worth so continuously felt, and which lies
at the basis of his nature poetry—that
there is between us and nature a sym-
pathy like that between man and man,
and thus nature becomes something pul-
sating with a spirit akin to our own.

The Classification of Readers

The Old Librarian listened with much
interest to a paper on the * Classification
of Readers.” The readers were classi-
fied according to the natural method:

The readers who read through,

The readers who read at,

The readers who read in,

The readers who read round about,

And the well-beloved readers who read
between the lines.

Boswell's * Life of Johnson " said that
he was accustomed to divide readers in-
to two classes, the herbivorous and the
carnivorous. The herbivorous reader is
a quiet, ruminating creature who likes
to browse in a library. He could best
illustrate the characteristic of the car-
nivorous specles by quoting a note that
he had made of Dr. Johnson's way of
reading. “ He seemed to read it raven-
ously, ag if he devoured it. He knows
how to read better than any one, . .
he gets at the subject of a book dlrertly'
he tears the heart out of it. He keeps
it -wrapped up in the table-cloth in his
lap the time of dinner, resembling (if I
may use so course a simile) a dog who
holds a bone in his paws in reserve while
he eats something else that is thrown
at him.”

" How shocking!”
Poems, shuddering.—

said Mr.
Atlantic.

Heman'’s

“Abi" or “Ab" at the beginning of a
Hebrew name signifies * father ”; as Abi-
dan, “father of a judge.” Find out the
names in the Bible of which the meanings
are here given?

1. Father of peace. This man caused
his family great trouble, and was killed
when fighting against his own father.

2. Father of light. This man was a
brave soldier, and when he died the aing
and all the people wept for him.

3. Father of a great multitude, This
man's faith was greatly tried, but he “be-
lieved God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness.”

4. Father of pleasantness. This man's
son was a soldier, who lost the honor of
a great victory through his cowardice be-
fora the battle.

5. Father of the king. This man slew
all his brothers but the youngest, and
“reigned three years over Israel.”

6. Father of plenty. This man joined
in a plot to take the throne from a young
king, and was banished to his “own
felds.”

7. Father of a gift. This man saved
the life of a king who was attacked by a
glant during a battle.

DO YOU BELIEVE

In the pomnl nul: of Gods W
as b.ll‘ ol' You? nn
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lwy ll’l.foll!
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t‘l‘.
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II. The Sources of Our Bible
(Concluded.)
REV. PROF. A. P, MISENER, PH.D.

Topic for the Week of February 19th.

Sussect Marrer ¥or Stupy: Chapter I,
“How we got our Bible” (Smythe).
Price 20 cts. postpaid.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE LESSON FOR MEETING!
Deut. 6: 4-9; 11:18-25,

In our last study we were looking at

some of the ways in which mistakes were
made in copying the Scriptures. Bt-(ol:e

material accessible to scholars for the pur-
pose of Bible revision. These terms re-
quire some explanation. By * Manu-
scripts " are meant coples of the Scrip-
tures in the original languages—Hebrew
of the Old Testament, and Greek of the
New. Although all these early docu-
ments, the “Versions” and writings
of the “ Fathers,” as well as the coples
of the Scriptures in the original tongues,
were in manuscript form (i.e., written by
hand), yet the term “Manuscripts” Iis
generally applied by Biblical scholars to
coples of the Scriptures in the original
languages, The term “Versions” 1is
used to indicate translations of the Bible
into the of the early days of

the invention of printing from b
types these Scriptures were perpetuated
entirely by the hands of fallible men. “A
slip of the pen, an error of sight, an error
of hearing, or an error of memory on
the part of a scribe or copyist would be
preserved and perpetuated with the sate
care as that exercised in preserving the
best text. Subsequent copyists and trans-
lators would not only perpetuate earlier
errors, but would probably add the sae
kind of evidences of their own faliibility.
This kind of multiplication of manu-
seripts, extending down through the cen-
turies, opened the door to untold possi-
bilities of many kinds of errors in the
text that was thus treated. - From the
one original text of each of the two Testa-
ments copyists and translators multiplied
copies and translations for centuries”
Thus we see why revision of the Bible
is necessary, and what it is, It is neces-
sary because of mistakes which have
crept into the text of the Seriptures, oc-
casioned largely by the laborious process
of copying the manuscripts by hand; and
revision is the effort to ascertain, from
the means at our disposal, what were the
actual words in those original manuscripts.
The efforts of a certain class of Biblical
scholars to-day are almed at discovering,
as far as possible from the means avail-
able, what the errors are, and what the
original texts were.

Hence the next question with which
we must deal is this: How are these
errors {o be detected? What means are
actually at the disposal of textual students
for making a revision?

Had we the original manuscripts this
would be a very simpie task. All that
would be necessary would be a compari-
son of the manuscripts from which our
printed Bibles have been made with these
original documents. But, as already in-
dicated, these original manuscripts have
all been lost; many of them, no doubt,
were destroyed in the early Christian per-
secutions, while others, written on papy-
rus, soon became fillegible. St. Jerome,
the translator of the Latin Vuigate in the
fourth century A.D,, tells of such a library
at Caesarea, which was partly destroyed
within a century after its formation. He
describes the efforts of two presbyters
to restore the manuscripts by copying
them on parchment,

How, then, do revisers do their work?
What sources of information have they?
For our answer to this let us imagine
that we are in some one of the large
libraries of Europe, such as the British
Museum, the library of St. Petersburg,
or of the Vatican in Rome. In one of
these libraries we should find a mass of
Biblical material of three kinds, marked
on the chart (see January number of the
Ena): (1) Manuscripts, (2) Versions, (3)
Fathers. The sum total of these, in all
the libraries of he world, forms the

Christianity, such as the Syriac, Latin,
Armenian, and Egyptian, Some of these
versions represent the Scriptures as they
appeared In the time shortly after the
apostles, and are, therefore, as we shall
see, very helpful to revisers in their
efforts to ascertain the original text.
Under the term *Fathers” are included
the works of men who wrote much dur-
ing the first four or five centuries of the
Christian era to defend Christianity
against the attacks of its enemies. They
were called “ Fathers," probably because
of their position of authority in the
church, and as a term of affection. Let
us remember, then, as we use these terms
in future studies, that we mean by them,
(1) the manuseripts of the Old and New
Testaments (in their respective original
languages—Hebrew and Greek) as either
collated and published, or as preserved
in various great libraries of the world;
(2) the most jmportant translations
which were made from these original
languages more than a thousand years
before the art of printing was invented;
(3) certain quotations from ancient
authors, Greek and Latin, which may be
valuable in helping to determine certain
points in the text.

This, then, is the threefold line of evi-
dence now at the disposal of Biblical
scholars for determining what were the
actual words of the original writers. The
sclence which treats this mass of evi-
dence, in the effort to discover the origi-
nal text, is called “textual criticlsm,”
and those who use it are called “textual
crities.” This science was merely at its
beginning when our Authorized Version
of 1611 was prepared. It is important
to remember this in forming an estimate
of the value of this version as a repre-
sentative of the original text.

It will now be a helpful preliminary to
the more detailed study of these lines of
evidence to ascertain some further
general facts in connection with each.

1. Manuscripts.—The first interesting
fact about these is that we have manu-
scripts of the New Testament dating
much further back than the oldest known
manuscript of the Old Testament,

we have ma ipts of the
New Testament going all the way back
from 1455, when the art of printing came
in, to somewhere in the fourth cenury
A.D. These manuscripts were written on
paper or vellum of different kinds, and
were copled directly from other manu-
scripts, or were written at the dictation
of a reader. The oldest manuscript of
the Hebrew Old Testament, whose date
is definitely known, will not take us back
further than about 916 A.D.—over a
thousand years after the writing of the
latest book of the Old Testament. That
is to say, the oldest New Testament Greek
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manuscript is about five hundred years
older than the oldest Hebrew manuscript.

How did the Bible revisers use these
ancient manuscripts? Those who pre-
pared our Revised Version started with
some standard printed edition of our Oid
Testament as a basis (such as the
Hebrew text now used, called the “ Mas-
soretic” text,), and then carefully com-
pared the manuscripts available with
that printed text, in order to discover any
variations in reading which may be sup-
plied by these manuscripts, These docu-
ments are found in many libraries, and
their examination and comparison in-
volved long, painstaking, patient work
of the most exacting kind.

The best New Testament manuscripts
have also been carefully studied, and
thelr variant readings have been incor-
porated in either the text or the margin
of the latest and best printed texts of
the Greek New Testament, so that
scholars who make use of these recently
issued texts have before them all the
most important variations of the New
Testament manuscripts. In our Revised
Version the marginal references to these
variant readings are very numerous. We
see here the value to be attached to a
large number of manuscripts, and also
the care which must be exercised by
scholars in dealing with these variants.
By the careful comparison of these manu-
scripts, errors may be detected and
eliminated, for a false reading in one
can often be found by comparison with
several others, since no two men when
copying from the same original are apt
to make exactly the same mistakes.
Hence, when taken together, these many
manuscripts of the New Testament yleld
a text which must command our confi-
dence,

2. Versions—Very valuable aids in de-
termining the original text of the Serip-
tures are the various ancient versions. It
Is, indeed, very fortunate that at different
periods in the history of Bible manu-
scripts, translations were made into
other languages. Many of these transla-
tions, such as the Greek, Latin, and
Syriac, are now at the disposal of textual
scholars. By thefr help errors in the
Hebrew or Greek text can be detected
and located. The variations in reading
which come to us from this source are
frequently noted in the margins of our
Revised Version, and constitute a very
valuable source of help in ascertaining
the original text, and therefore the real
meaning of the Scriptures. The three
versions mentioned are especially valu-
able. A glance at the margius of the Re-
vised Version will show that the revisers
studied each of them carefully. Some-
times they adopted their readings in pre-
ference to the Hebrew original, and in
many cases they considered them of sufi-
cient importance to quote them as alter-
nates.

3. Fathers—Both the Old and New
Testaments are often quoted by the
church Fathers, These men quoted Scrip-
ture so freely in their controversies that
it has been sald if all other sources of
the Bible were lost, we could recover the
most of it from their writings. It is
true that in many cases their quotations
were made from memory (and rather de-
fective memory too), and that they some-
times aim to give merely the sense of
the original. And yet, in other cases,
their quotations seem to be carefully

, made from some one of the versions of
the Bible. (Very rarely did they trans-
late from the original Hebrew.) Such
quotations thus furnish valuable material
to the Bible translator.

Enough has now been sald about the
sources of our Bible to show that the
translators of our present Revised Ver-
sion had at their disposal a vast amount
of textual material. The very abundance
of this material laid upon them a weighty

(Continued on page 47.)




THE

CANADIAN EPWORTH

Short Studies in the Money
Problem
BY REV. DR, €, T, SCOTT, BRANTFORD, ONT,
1L

N this matter of the possession of
I wealth we must faithfully apply the
Christian standard regardless of
the dictates of custom or expediency. To
Christianize money we must begin at the
sources of wealth. Of the three ways in
which we may be possessed of money,
only two can be recognized as legitimate
according to Christian ethics,

It is legitimate to receive the gifts of
love, otherwise we would repress the ex-
pression of love and hinder rather th'an
promote the spirit of unselfishness. Yet
love in its fondness, when bestowing
wealth upon others, often brings a blight
where it intended a blessing. The tra-
gedies of ruined character caused by
inherited wealth are so common that we
are led to doubt the wisdom of béstowing
money where the recipients have mnot
learned the value of money through hard
labor and self-denial. We may indicate
the peril, but we cannot dispute the
legitimacy of this kind of wealth.

The best riches, however, is that which
comes as the product of labor. Because
money that is earned brings many splen-
did qualities to the character, earned
money must take precedence in any moral
scheme which would direct the acquisition
of wealth, Work is the one great agency
by which the faculties God has given us
may be developed. Well has Van Dyke
sald—

“This is the gospel of labor,
Ring it ye bells from the kirk!
The Lord of love came down from above
To live with the men who work.
This is the rose that He planted
Here in this thorn-cursed soil—
Heaven is blest with perfect rest,
But the blessing of earth is toil."”

In the Chrigtian system idleness is a sin,
and the condemnation falls alike upon the
idle poor and the idle rich, When we
say this, however, we must remember
that the idle poor are not all responsible
for their idleness; also that many of the
rich who are classed as idle are diligent
workers, giving most unselfish service to
their fellow-men,

A PRINCIPLE OF ACQUISITION

We may wisely lay down this prin-
ciple in the acquisition of wealth to guide
those who wish to make money in a
Christian  way, that—The worthiest
wealth is the product of toil or genius.
When we give “genius” an equal place
with labor in the production of wealth,
we part company with most of the social-
istic teaching; but we hold to the Chris-
tian recognition of the difference in
natural abilities which come as our birth-
right—the gift of God—and which are
overlooked in such regulations as the
“fixed wage” already alluded to. When
Alexander Graham Bell gave to the world
the telephone, he was a creator of wealth
on a vaster scale than any laborer, skilled
or unskilled. We would say, in simple
justice, he is entitled to a life-long royalty
from the device which was the product
of his genius. It is a safe supposition,
in a general way, that the man of genius
has some superior capacity which makes

him worthy of that larger portion which
justly falls to him. It is the Christian's
duty to recognize this diversity of gift
with its ensuing rewards without envy
or jealousy.

The class of wealth which the Chris-
tian cannot consistently hold is that
which ig only the appropriated earnings
of others. When we commence to make
distinctions here, we find we have
entered into the storuw zone. Both pre-
judice and self-interest are aroused the
moment we become specific on what may
be regarded as “appropriated” money.
Many who will agree with the general
principle will demur at the most reason-

able application of the principle. In the -

clrcles of “high finance” the principle
itself is repudiated. In many quarters

THE ETHICS OF THE GAMBLER

prevail. The gambler considers his earn-
ings are quite just because the other fel-
low is willing to lose on the chance of
the game The consent of the loser does
uot make the transaction an honest one,
When we take the earnings of another
person without rendering him an equiv-
alent, we have done something that Is not
strictly honest. According to Christian
ideals such appropriation is wrong. To
make the world realize this fact and act
upon it seems to be the imperative duty
of every Christian. At this point all
Young persons enlering into life with
opportunities of great riches before thewm,
but resolved to follow Jesus at all costs,
must make the great renunciation. Every
get-rich-quick scheme when ‘Investigated
will prove to contain, in some way, the ap-
propriation of the earnings of others
which neither usage nor consent can
Jjustify under the laws of God, To acquire
money by methods we are sure Jesus
would approve may call for the sacrifice
of great riches, but what we lose in money
power we will more than gain in moral
power, and in the end we will find that
the total investment of our life has a
richer return

We may fllustrate this distinction be-
tween legitimate and illegitimate money
from the transactions of the stock market,
Stock dealing s sometimes classified
under three heads— Investment, Specula-
tion. Gambling. With stock investment
no fault can be found. Even stock spec-
ulation may be warrarted, where It is
simply an investment in an untried en-
terprise. We make progress commercially
and indusirially by taking such risks.
But the stock dealing which consists in
betting on the fluctuations of the market
is pure gambling, and the money made
in that way is no more honorable than the
money made at a faro table. When the
price of stock fluctuates without any real
Increase or decrease in values, all the
money gained by one party is only what
Is lost by others. No money has been
earned in the transaction, it has only
been appropriated without an equivalent
being given. Buylng on margins " s
the purchase of stock for which only a
fraction, say ten per cent, is pald; and
is usually only held until the price rises,
when it is sold and the investor reaps
profits on ten times the amount of his
actual risk. This is only compounding
the mischief of ambling. So also In
“bonused” or “watered” stocks the in-
vestor gets a share in dividends for which
he has made no actual Investment of
capital. To that extent he Is appropriat-
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ing what justly belongs to the actual
Investors,

As Christlansg we will render important
service to the world if we can check the

LUST FOR UNEARNED MONEY

which has become such a passion with
old and young. If we can establish the
authority of Christian standards in the
acquisition of wealth we will mightily
vitalize religion in our own generation
and save future generations from un-
measured trouble,
(To be continued.)

How Our Laws Are Made
Tapic for Week of February 26.

To Tur Leaver: The basis of this study
is found on pages 20-28 of our text-book—
“ Canadian Civies." All your members
should, of course, read carefully these
pages. But many will not do so. Hence
the necessity of an analysis of their con-
tents and a thorough dril! on the facts
they set forth, by some qualified person
or persons, in the meeting. The follow-
ing plan 1s suggested:—

There are five divisions contained on
the pages allotted for study. These deal
in order with Legisiation, Parliament,
Governor-General, The Senate, and The
House of Commons. Five different per-
sons may be chosen to restate the con-
tents of each of these paragraphs. This
will not take long, and should consist
of, not a reading from the book, but a
verbal statement of what the author
teaches. And each speaker should review
the section by catechizing the members.
If Number One, for instance, only makes
the League understand the three kinds
of work to be done in governing a coun-
try, it will be well worth while, and will
accomplish more than a whole array of
dull, dry facts set forth in lecture or
essay form. How many of your members
know what * Parliament” means and of
what classes of members our Canadian
Parliament is composed? Your second
speaker should inform them, and by cate-
chetical review prove that they know.
The position of Governor-General is of
vast Importance to us. How Is this
officer apointed? Whom does he repre-
sent? What are his duties? Are his
powers limited? These and similar ques-
tions are clearly dealt with in the third
section, and your third speaker should
make them all plainly understood. The
fourth will explain what our author has
to say about the Senate, and the fifth
will find abundant opportunity to tell
many interesting and important things
about the House of Commons.

In some such way as the above a very
profitable evening may be easily arranged
for and greatly enjoyed. If in addition
the leader in charge will arrange with
the five sub-leaders to have written an-
swers prepared for distribution among
the members, and read when called for,
a larger number may be induced to take
part. And If for final review the leader
will arrange for a general oral examina-
tion on the seven questions appended to
the chapter in the book, you will cer-
tainly have a live, interesting and in-
struotive programme.

If additional matter is desired, consult
Chapter 9 in * Canadian Citizenship "
(Millar), a book In the Epworth League
Reading Course of a few years ago.

For your Scripture Lesson read Romang
the thirteenth chapter.

“Canadlan Civics " may be obtained
either from the Editor or the Book Room
for 35 cts. postpald. A number of coples
should be In every Young People's
Soclety. Send In your orders.—Ed.

SHOW THIS 00." ;’0
A FRIEND.
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THE

Social Christianity

BY REV. 8. T. TUCKER, B.A., BD,
GREENWOOD, ONT.

Many of the modern problems of the
church find their explanation in the
soclal emphasis in theology. Let us con-
sider some of the postulates of social
Christianity that are directly affecting
our methods of work

1. Man is a social being as well as an
individual. For two hundred years the
Christian church has rightfully empha-
sized individualism. *“ What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?’ * God
50 loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever belleveth in
Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” Out of such emphasis has
arisen our Christian democracy. But
Jesus also taught the social obligations
and privileges of every man—all the
Christian virtues—justice, mercy, love,
are social. Jesus even defined the stan-
dard of the final judgment as social, “ In-
asmuch as ye did it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.”

2. Christianity makes her appeal to the
whole man. Salvation is not merely sav-
Ing a man's soul for heaven, but it is sav-
ing the whole man—body, soul, and spirit
—for better service here. “The church
is gradually working towards the view
of the present life, as over against the
burdening motive of our fathers—that of
getting ready to die. The ground has
shifted from a view of death to a view
of life, and the ghift is towards the motive
of Jesus, which was that of life in abund-
ance.” Jesus came that we might be
alive spiritually, and that we might in-
crease that life abundantly,

Jesus never divorced the physical and
spiritual. To Him they were one. He
never forgave sins but He healed; and
He never healed the body but He forgave
sins. He was a physician to the whole
man.

The church should not only awaken
conviction of sin, and help man to a per-
sonal reconciliation with God, but she
should help man to walk upon his feet
morally and socially,

3. Given proper Christian influences in
home, church and state, the child will
awaken to spiritual life normally, and
in due time in the Providence of God.

When the moral consciousness is
awakened in the child then the spiritual
consciousness will or can be awakened.
But it will be only a child's conscious-
ness. When at the beginning of the
adolescent period the full physical, men-
tal and moral powers of the man are
awakened, then is possible the awakening
of the mature religious consciousness
normally. If we throw around the child
the proper Christlan environment, God-
will do the rest.

God has ordained three institutions
through which our life expresses itself—
home, church, and state.

The present irreverence for religion,
indifference to the church, and excessive
unser 1 n busi find their
explaration 1n the failure of these three
Institutions: —

(a) Lack of wholesome home life. Rx-
treme emphasis of individualism has les-
sened the discipline of home and de-
stroyed the reverence for seniority, pre-
cedence, and authority y for
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only one hour a week in the Sunday
School, how can we expect our boys and
girls to place religion in its proper rela-
tion to their whole life?

(c) Lack of the supervision of the
social life of the people by the church,

The home is the unit of soclal life, but
its jurisdiction is very limited. The
church should be the larger home, em-
bracing many units, and representing the
same ideals of life and the same spirit.

To-day neither the home, church, nor
state is controlling the soclal life of our
young people. Satan is doing all he can
to ruin them in bar-rooms, dancing halls,
gambling dens, and professional sport.
The Epworth League, through the citizen-
ship department, is now attempting to
fulfil the responsibility of the church in
this respect,

4. We believe that prevention in the
child is preferable to the curing of the
adult. Formation is better than reforma-
tion. In the past the adult has had the
first place, but now the child is the centre
of importance, Jesus gave the child the
chief place.

The church is adjusting herself to this
principle by the formation of the Cradle
Roll and Primary Departments in the
Sunday School. We see as never before
that “ the child may grow up a Christian,
and never know himself as being other-
wise.”

“The weakest point in our campalgn
for bringing the world to Christ is the
relation of the church to the young."

How to Build Up an Epworth
League

(Notes of an Address delivered at the
Whitby District Epworth League Con-
vention, by Rev. J. W. Totten—Ed.)

In building an Epworth League, as in
almost every thing else, we must have
a foundation. Some Leagues, having been
built on a wrong foundation, have not
endured long. A soclety that is based on
fun is wrongly founded. So is the one
that exists on excitement. There have
been failures among leagues because
there has been too much prominence
given to mere passing amusement. Fri-
volity has ‘been in the forefront and
spirituality has been crowded out. If a
league would be well established it must
be much more than a place of fun or of
light entertainment. Spirituality must be
the foundation and must be kept pro-
minent all through.

We must have materials for our build-
ing. These are all around us; but many
of us do not seem to be very anxious to
secure them. Our necessary League
materials are young men and women,
boys and girls, How shall we gather
them? Go after them. Speak to them.
Invite them in. There is no other way
as good. Do more than you have ever
done to build up your League in this
way.

We need, further, to organize. Our
materials cannot be used otherwise, The
incoming members must be assembled
together and properly adjusted, or the
best work cannot be done. Read! Read
the Constitution. Read the best books
available. Know how to build your living
materials aright into the League. Then
do it. Give them something to do. It

orderly soclety.

(b) Lack of religious teaching in our
public schools. We have textsbooks on
arithmetic, geography and grammar, but
none on religion. Yet we belleve re-
ligion is of supreme importance.

A great educationist of America once
sald that the majority of the graduates
from our middle schools think they are
educated without any knowledge of the
Bible and cultured without any respect
for religion. When religion is taught

is a to have everything placed
in the hands of one or of a few. Get all
your members to work. That is what the
organization is for. That is why we have
Departments and Committees.

+ Be kind. And so you will learn to
make it as pleasant as you can for all,
especially for the newcomers. What a
lady once saild is very true: “You can-
not keep young people in a prayer meet-
ing all the time. Rut we do not need
such silly nonsensical things as are some-
times provided to hold our young people.

37

To build up an Epworth League, we
must be genuinely alive, It is a live
society, has to do with live Issues, must
deal with live, active young people. 8o
we cannot allow our meetings to be for-
mal or cold. Activity is necessary, There
are too many dead ones in the church
now. A colored minister once said when
offic 1g at a funeral: “'Dis yer corpse

1 a member of "dis church for well
nigh fourty years.” We must be alive
and ghow it or some such comment may
be made on us some day,

This means that we must fipe our
religion.  Young people and even little
children are quick to notice us, A word,
an act, to us perhaps very trivial, u)ny’
affect them greatly for good or evil. Our
intercourse with all these, outside the
meeting, must convince them of the
reality of our religlous profession, or we
cannot do any building up.

Lastly, we must get the Holy Ghost
into our meetings. This can only be done
by much prayer. If spirituality is to be
our foundation, it must also be the chief
element cementing our work together all
through. Then we shal] prove that if
God be for us none can be against us to
£poil or prevent our work,

Highly Dangerous

Rev. Bdward Lloyd Jones, a Ma 2
||.|In|sler. tells a story of his t-xperl::::((':tlev:
bfnlln days. He was travelling from a
Welsh village to Brecon, and had with
him a strong wooden box filled with
heavy theological books. At Shrewsbury
the detectives, who were on the lookout
for explosive machines and the like, sus-
pected this heavy box, and word was sent
on to Brecon. When the young minister
stepped out of the train he was astonished
to find a sergeant and several constables
awaiting him.

“1 think you have a box with you?"
said the sergeant. -

“Quite right,” said the
began to scent a joke,

Out came the box, and its weight ex-
cited fresh suspicion about its contents,

“This is your box?"

“ Yes."

preacher, who

“It contains ammunition?"

“1t does.”
“Very well. Consider yourself in
charge. Open the box."

The company stood away while the lid
was cautiously wrenched off. When the
sergeant found it contained nothing more
explosive than Adam Clarke's * Theol-
0gy " he expressed his indignation freely
to the minister. All that he got back
was the soft answer: i

“ Why, man, you asked me if the box
contained ammunition. That is my am-
munition. I'm a Methodist parson, and
that's what I shoot with."

A million hearts, a million hands

Upraised to God in prayer;

If two or three the grace commands,
What may not millions dare?

O Church of God, know thou thy day,
Know thou thy gracious hour;

Lay to thy mighty strength and pray,
And magnify thy power.”

WHAT WOULD RESULT

Jf the real character of the uor
Traffic were felt by Christians? If
every churoh member
tian at work? If the
national
scri)

School were
a live temperance organization? If
there were no compromise with sin?
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The,Junior League Pledge
BY THE EDITOR.

T will be necessary to explain the
l nature of pledges in general, so that
at the very outset your Juniors may

not consider lightly nor treat carelessly
the pledge signing act to which you are
about to invite them. At the same time
they must not be afraid of the pledge as
if it were some heavy or burdensome in-
ventory of vinding duties laid before
them for daily observance under penalty.
No boy or girl should be permitted to
sign the pledge thoughtlessly, and on the
other hand none should be so over
weighted with a sense of responsibility
that the pledge becomes a haunting
spectre to dog their every footstep and
make Christian practice a daily drudgery.

.o

The value of the pledge is in the help
it gives the Junior in fixing principles
of character and linc: of conduct that
are known to be right because in har-
mony with the will of God and the ex-
ample of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are
not living simply for the present, and the
future wiil' be very much what we make
it by the habits we form now and as the
days go by. Every wise person makes
choice of some definite plan, This in-
volves decisions out of which grow our
actions. The pledge sets before the in-
dividual what is considered the highest
and best principles of life for him, and
his pledgetaking is simply his assent to
these as the ruling standard in the forma-
tion of character and for daily practice.

DR

The pledge is of value too, because
more than one person is concerned in
the matter. The League is composed of
likeminded members who propose to
strive together and so, acting In concert,
1o promote the Christian growth and use-
fulness of all. It is not only the standard
for the individual, but it is the platform
of the Socie The benefits are mani-
fold. If eve boy were always strong,
if every girl were always steadfast, there
might not be the same need of a pledge;
but because we are at the best weak and
vaclllating, and because we need the en-
couragement, sympathy and assistance of
others, the pledge becomes o uniting and
consolidating force, binding all together
in mutual helpfulness

¢ N

Yet many good persons have objections
to any pledge.

“Some object to a pledge as imposing
a fetter. Such an objection might hold
if the pledge were forced upon us. But
if the pledge represents what we see to
be right, if our conscience and judgment
acquiesce in it, if, in a word, the pledge
is really our own, it is no bond to hamper
us, but an instrument to accomplish our
will”

. e

A Junior Superintendent writes: “Might
they not, through timidity, break this
pledge and condemn themselves, when,
had they not taken the pledge, the Lord
would not condemn them?’ This is a
weak objection, surely. On the same
principle we would not commit ourselves
to any contract, lest perchance we would
prove too weak to execute its conditions.
We would suggest that the pledge emph:
sizes the thought of trying to do God's
will habitually, and unless we have

wrongly learned God, we think that He
would rather that we try, even though
we seem to fall, than never try at all.
“Our greatest glory is not in never fall-
ing, but in rising every time we fall.
And soon we shall not fall.

A mother, however careful she may be
to ald and direct the Infant's steps, re-
joices that her little one is learning to
walk, and even though he fall occasion-
ally, her loving kiss and helpful word
and smile goon set all to rights again.
Surely He who said, “As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you." will encourage His little ones in
their strivings to please Him.

.

Mrs. Noxell, Chatham, an experienced
leader in Junior work in the London Con-
ference, wisely writes in reference to
the presentation of the pledge as follows:
“In presenting the pledge to the Juniors
care should be taken to state it in a clear,
concise and attractive way. Personally,
1 believe it a very sacred thing to make
a promise, and I try to impress every
Junjor with this idea. Of course a great
deal depends upon how well the youth
understands his pledge whether he will
keep it or not. My plan is somewhat
like this: I devote a whole meeting to
it. First, 1 explain the meaning of the
word ‘pledge’ by illustrations and ob-
jects, referring to such contracts and
promises as the Junjors well understand.
I refer them to a couple of ‘promise to
pay' notes, fill up one excepting the
signature, and then show that by signing
your name you pledge yourself to pay
the amount stated to the person named.
I also make clear the consequences that
will probably follow If payment is not
made according to the terms. Reference
to the marriage vow will be readily
understood, and boys and girls at once
see that it was by a pledge that their
parents became husband and wife to-
gether. Questions relating to the home
or school life of the children will -natur-
ally bring out the general meaning and
bearing of a promise or pledge. By a
tactful use of such references and Illus-
trations, a wise Superintendent can
easily make the pledge not only Impres-
sive, but attractive rather than repulsive,
as it Is in danger of becoming if unskil-
fully presented.

“After 1 think they fully understand the
nature of a pledge and the necessity for
one, T ask them to read our Pledge (hav
ing a wall copy before them) first to
themgelves and then in concert, after
which they bow their heads while a
couple lead in prayer that God will help
them all understand how important a
step they are taking, and give them daily
grace to keep their promise.”

s

THE PLEDGE IN DETAIL

“ Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for
strength, I promise that I will try to
follow Him that I may learn to do the
will of God my Heavenly Father in all
Jhings.”

Miss Bessie Fairweather, one of the best-
known and most successful of our Junior
League workers in the Maritime Con-
ferences, deals with the Pledge, by way
of analysis, with the Juniors, as follows:

“Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for
strength.” Teach the Juniors that with-
out the grace of the Lord Jesus nothing
worth while can be accomplished by them
as youthful Christians, that to do God's
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will we must do our best in His strength,
that whole-hearted confidence in Him
necessary. Cite the cases of any well
known New Testament characters who
followed their Lord faithfully, and by
Hi; help were enabled to endure to the
end.

“I promise that I will try to follow
Him." Explain that™ following Jesus,
while it sounds very simple, is really
the test of Christianity. And explain the
force of the little word ‘‘try” which
means that each one will do his best to
obey and copy his Master and Lord.
Speak of the happiness of a people whose
earthly monarch devotes his best efforts
to the uplifting of his subjects, using
such illustrations as Alfred the Great,
Queen  Victoria, Rdward Seventh, or
others equally striking from other na-
tions. Then show what great things it
means to have as a Leader One who is
“ King over all the earth.” An appeal to
the heroic element, In the boys particu:
larly, will have a very helpful influence
and produce good, earnest effort on their
part.

“That I may learn to do the will of God
my Heavenly Father in all things This
is very practical. Explain the force of
the little word “do.” It reminds us that
not what we say but what we perform
daily is the most important thing. Refer
to the many passages in which Jesus said
that this doing of the will of His Heaven-
ly Father was the one purpose of His life,
Such words of His as are found in John
4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 8:29, are quite ap-
propriate and should be studied. For
us to do the will of our Heavenly Father
in all things is to follow Christ, for His
words on this are very plain, as in such
passages as John 14:23 and 15:10. In
the 13th chapter of John our Lord sets
us the example of loving service, and by
thus doing unto others as He has done
unto us, do we best follow Him and fulfil
the heavenly will of God.

It will be well to show that this is not
the occasional or fitful act of an impulsive
heart, but the regular habit of a loving
and dutiful child. “ In all things " is not
too inclusive, and should be interpreted
and applied to the whole life of the child,
at home, at school, in church, while work-
ing, playing, or in all other ways per-
forming the dally tasks that fall to his
individual lot. He can be God's child
anywhere and always. Show the in-
clusiveness of all life in the plan and
program of our Heavenly Father for all
His children.

An appropriate verse that the Juniors
may well learn in connection with a
Pledge exercise is this:

“@God gives each one some work to do,
And smiles on each who does his part
With a ready hand and cheerful heart.
Or, if we've no task for ourselves to do,
To help some other is God's work, too."”

It is a good plan in teacaing the Pledge
to require the Juniors to write it out at
home, between meetings, finding appro-
priate Bible verses to accompany it. The
exercise so prepared at home will, of
course, be returned at the next meeting
and submitted to the Superintendent or
a Committee for examination or correc-
tion,

¥ % ¥

Mrs. Noxell, from whom 1 have already
quoted, says regarding her plan of pro-
cedure in presenting the Pledge: *Let
some Junior prepare, with your help and
under your supervigion, a short talk or
paver on the first clause,  trusting in the
Lord Jesus Christ for strength,” showing
by vivid {lustrations drawn from Bible
or other Christian bilography that it is
only as we receive strength from Jesus
that we are abie to do as we ought any-
thing for Him. After a short prayer for
such help, let another explain the words,

P ) wit part
to the relation thus involved with another-

ol
nl
of
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rson. The two persons to this contract

¢ the Lord Jesus and the individual
,y or girl, and this personal relation is

st as real and binding as if there were
) other boys or girls to make promises
0. Make clear yourself what the clause
I will try to follow Him" means. It
ieans more perhaps to you as a grown-
ip Christian than to your Juniors; but
he principle is the same. What does it
nean for & boy to follow his father? You
will soon learn by intelligent questioning
that it implies that the boy is going in
‘he same direction as his father and that
he is trying to keep as close up to him as
e can. If he does not, he will soon get
rar away and his father will be lost to
view. The application is easy and plain.
A hymn such as *“ Follow, follow, I will
follow Jesus,” “I am thine, O Lord, I have
neard thy voice,” or similar one, will be
in place here. Now have another talk
on the last portion of the Pledge, “ That
I may learn to do the will of God my
Heavenly Father in all things.” Develop
the meaning of the worvd *learn.” How
does anybody learn anything? Use the
school life of the children to illustrate
this point. They do not know everything
at once, but as by study they advance in
knowledge, so in the Christian life, by
studying God's Word, by obeying their
parents, by prayer, by worship, by obed-
ience, by practice, they learn to become
proficient in serving Jesus. In conclusion,
let such @ hymn as “ Take my life and let
it be,” come into place, singing it softly
and with a brief explanation of its
meaning, and after silent prayer, let your
Juniors be dismissed with the spirit of
the meeting resting upon them, and I
believe they will feel that their lives are
more sacred than ever before, and that
they have a very lovely part to perform
in pleasing Jesus."”

L

It must not be forgotten that the
parents have an important part to play
in the signing of the pledge cards by the
children. To every parent a pledge
should be submitted. This may be done
personally by the Junior League Super-
intendent, if possible, or the card may be
sent home by the Junior. In every case
the co-operation of both the parents
should be sought. At least, the signature
of one of them should be placed on the
pledge card with the name of the child.
When a mother signs her name to the
statement “ 1 am willing that......
take this pledge and will do al
BEMDs s connves keep it,” there must be an
added sense of responsibility felt. And
it i3 not only the boy or girl that we want
to reach, but the parents as well. For it
{8 evident to all experienced in work
among the Juniors that failure of the
home life is one of the greatest hind-
rances to spiritual growth in the heart
and life of the children. Therefore, get
tue sympathy and hearty support of every
parent possible, and let it be understood
that the Junior League does not seek to
supplant the home In the religious care of
the child, but that it is only the agent ot
the Church in following up the care and
culture which the young receive at home.
that they may be trained and utilized in
active service for the Lord. In the
matter of pledge keeping, which Is of
greater importance far than mere pledge
signing, much depends on the home
atmosphere and example. The League
meeting is only a small part of the child's
life, the home {8 the primary school of
character. Therefore, we must work with
and through the home whenever possible
for the best results to both parents and
children.

B. P. reports: “Our League i= not a
nlace where we “put in the time,” but a
place of worship and of work. Each
officer has a copv of the Era and the
Secretary one to loan to any who do not
take ft."
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Sue's Valentine

Dear Papa:
We miss you so while you're away,
I'm sending you something for Valentine
Day.

I've saved up my pennies for such a long
time

And bought this big heart—it has cost
a whole dime !

It's candy, Papa, so you'll like it, I think,
'Cause it's awfully sweet, an’ so pretty
an' pink!

X

AEITpe
SO

1 know, "cause I took the tiniest bite
On the edge, but Mamma said I wasn't
perlite.

Such beauties 1 saw in the shops to be
sold;

There were some with forget-me-nots, all
blue and gold.

But I thought this big, sweet heart was
nicest for you,
From your own little sweetheart,
. Your lovingest Sue,

~~Katherine L. Daniher.

Silhouette Social L

An interesting item for a Junior soclal
is to provide each Junior with a heavy
sheet of white paper and one of black
paper. From the black paper an object
is to be cut and carefully mounted on the
white paper, after which it is handed to
the leader, who numbers each sheet and
ping it on the wall. Any- kind of an
object may be cut from the black paper—
an animal, a house, a lighthouse, any-
thing at all. Then each Junior is handed
a slip of paper and required to write the
names of all the objects; the list nearest
correct wins a prize. Some of these sil-
houettes will be hard to identify, and
some will be wonderfully well done. The
result is always interesting and amusing,

.

“What is the m(;auiny of the Christian
lifer

(4
Is it success or vulgar wealth, or
name?
Is it a weary struggle—a mean strife—
For rank, low gains, ambition, or
for fame?
What sow we for? The world? For
fleeting time?
Or far off harvests, richer, more sub.

lime? |
The brightest life on earth was one of

loss;
The noblest head was wreathed with
sharpest thorn,
Has He not consecrated pain?—the
cross?
What higher crown can Christian
brow adorn?
Pe we content to follow on the road
Which men count failure, but which
leads to God.”

39

Our Boys’ Column

PUZZLES AND TRICKS

To Empty a Full Glass by Means
of a Full Bottle Without
Emptying the Latter

Bore two holes through a cork, and fix
n ch of them @ short piece of straw,
worked into position hy gentle pressure.
The length of the one sild be rather more
than the depth of the glass; that of the
other double that length. With a peliet
of wax or of bread-crumb stop the outer
end of the shorter piece, and thrust the
cork Jnto the full botile till the water

LW,

squirts out at the end of the longer
To empty the glass, you have only to in-
vert the bottle in such a manner that the
end of the shorter straw will ch down
to the bottom cf the glass.
of scissors you cut off (without removin
it) the closed end of this straw. Forthwith
Vi pegins to tlow from the end of
r, straw, and will continue to do
the glass is completely empt ed, the
bottle meanwhile remaining fu'l
This is the explanation of the mystery

The two straws together form the two
arms of a syphon, which has no need of
being exhausted, becanse both arms are al-

ready fu'l of liquid, afd when a given quni-
tity ‘of water flows out through the longdr
straw, it naturally creates a correspondink
vacancy. This vacaney is 'mmediatel
filled by an equal ‘'volume of water enterin|
the bottle through the shorter straw by
force' of the pressure of the atmesphepe
acting on the surface of the liquid coy-
tained in the g'ass,

Three Balancing Tricks

“rand against with the left
#fde, the cheek, hip. and foot touching |=[
then try 1ift'ng the right leg without mov-
ing the body away from the wa'l, It is
Inughable to ses children trying to perform
this feat, for it is one of the things that
is impossib'e to accomplish.
.

the wall

Place a boy with his back against the
wall, his heels standing firmly against it
Ay a fitty-cent plece on the floor in
front of him, about a foot distant from his
toes, and te'l him it is h's if he can pick
it up without moving h's heels from against
he w In vain wi'l he try to get the
eoin under the conditions preseribed, for
this feat is another of the impossible ones,

e

Another trick is to hold your hands
across your breast, the elbows pointing
w1 eht to the right and left.
firmly together the i
pers’  Then invite anyone present to pull
the fingers apart by takine hold of the
arms and polling toward the right and
Ioft. You wil' find that the stroneest per-
son cannot force vour fingers apart.




The Organized Bible Class in a
Country Village

When the itor visited King Circuit
some months ago, he was delighted with
the standing and prospects of the Men's
Organized Bible Class in the Sunday
School there. With a view to stimulating
other classes, especlally in rural com
munities, he has obtained the story of the
King class and it is given herewith. The
gentleman in the picture with arms
folded is Rev, G. Walker, then pastor of
the circuit, and the lady is Mrs. Walker
then teacher of the class The facts
simply stated are as follows

The Men's Bible Class had no teacher
and had dwindled down until only two
members were left, when a new teecher
was asked to take it and try to work it
up. As an encouragement, another class
of two was promoted to the Bible Class,
and for a time three regular pupils
attended. One member scarcely ever was
present.  How to work the Class up was
the question that puzzled the teacher and
ubject of much thought and
many prayers

At a convention a thought which was
an inspiration to the teacher was this

Make our S8. work a pleasure and a
delight instead of a duty and a drudgery
At this same convention the Organized
Adult Bib'e Class Movement was brought

was the
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members became enthusiastic. The class
sgrew very rapidly and every Sunday new
members were brought in, and by the
time the Certificate of Recognition was
ecured there were twenty-five names en
rolled as Charter members.

Not having accommodation in the body
of the church, where the class had been
mecting, a room in the basement was
taken by the boys, painted and carpeted,
and by the addition of a window was made
bright and cheery It taken pos.

sion of amid great m. The
class grew until there were about thirty
five on the roll, with a good average
wtendance. A series of special services
were held in connection with the church
during the winter following, and the
majority of those who were not already
Christians  were converted, taking a
deeper interest in Bible study and thus
becoming established in the good way
It was predicted that the class would not
continue, but the members have taken the
responsibility upon themselves, and
though the first president moved away
ind the teacher also was removed, the
class appointed others to take their
places and still continues to have a large
membership and maintains its interest
in Bible study. The finances of the school
have been augmented by the liberal con-
tribution of two-thirds of class funds and
other funds have not been overlooked

MEN'S ORGANIZED BIBLE CLASS, KING, ON

before the people. This was seized upon
by the teacher as the needed foundation
for Class work. About forty letters were
written to men inviting them to attend
the class and the with personal invita
tions, which were given as opportunity
presented, resulted in an increased
attendance. The matter of organization
was brought before the men, but the move
ment being new to them they did not at
once respond. However, it was Kkept in
view and spoken of from time to time and
grew in power, the members becoming
more interested in helping to make the
("lass a success

At length organization was effected. The

What has been done in this small vil
lage can be done in many places, as there
are numbers of young men and women
too who have no interest in church or
Sunday School, are drifting away, and
spending time and talent in other lines.

Some one interested in young people
who will give time, thought and prayer
as well as work, may be successful in
gathering together those who are thought-
less and careless, and thus become the
Instrument in God's hand of helping
many to a better wuy of living.

SHOW THIS COPY T0 4
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Tcacher Training

The General Conference of 1910 ordered
concerning the Gene Board, “ It shall
provide for and conduct a Teacher Train-
ing Department in order to give pastor:
8, teachel nd intending teachers
possible facility for training in
Sunday School leadership.” We
are proceeding accordingly, and call your
attention to the following points

What Is It? It 18 the preparation of
the Teacher in the best possible way for
the best possible results in the glorious
work committed to his charge.

For Whom Is It? Teachers who would
learn to become efhcient Unsatisfled
teachers who know they are not doing as
good work as they desire and long for
more skill In handling the Word of God
Young Christians who expect to do prac
tical work in the Sunday School before
long. If you have not taken such a
course, it is for you

What Does It Give? A knowledge of
the Bible, an understanding of the child
and adolescent life, an acquaintance with
the essential principles of teaching, work-
ing familiarity with the plans and pur-
poses of the organized Sunday School

What Text Books are Required? Any
course that complies with the standard
set by the International Sunday School
Assoclation will be permitted, but Hurl
but's Revised Teacher Training Lessons
or the Canadian First Standard Teacher
Training Course is advised. The former
is popular in the East, the latter is hav
ing a very extended sale in the Central
and Western Conferences. The Advanced
Course will be announced later on In
the meantime, master the First Course.

What Steps are Necessary to Start?
You may form a class to meet on some
evening. You may better form a class to
take the course in the school during the
regular lesson period. You may take the
course by yourself personally. In any
case, write the Central Office and you will
be directed as to every necessary subse-
quent step to take. Make a start and do
it now

How Long will it Take? As long as you
please, but no longer than you please
It rests with you At the longest, an
ordinary student should cover the whole
First Course in eighteen months,

Examinations will be given quarterly,
beginning with March, 1911. These will
be conducted by Rev. F. L. Farewell, B.A
until further notice.

You may order the Canadian First
Standard Course from the General Secre-
tary. It will cost you 25c. postpaid. The
Book Room will supply you with any
course you desire. You need only write.

If all is not clear, simply write the Gen-
eral Secretary

A Teacher Tiaining Class in
Plumas, Man,

The following, from Rev. David R. L
Howarth, shows the possibilities of an
earnest class of Bible students met
together to obtain a working knowledge
of the Book, especially In relation to Sun-
day School teaching. What Plumas has
done and is doing you might do, Why
not try? Such a class in every church
would be a wonderful aid to better re-
sults and a larger measure of success
Mr. Howarth writes:

“We have, 1 belleve, quite a unique
Teacher Training Class in the town of
Plumas, Feeling the need of more
efficient work in the classroom, and find-
ing real difficulty in securing teachers at
E a number of my workers appealed
to me for information on Teacher Train-
ing. The upshot was the organization of
a large, live Training Class of twenty-
five members. We have represented in
our organization the three classes the
movement seeks to reach. We have the
active teachers of the Sunday School, a
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rge number of adults equipping them-
Ives as teachers, and young people who
e divinely appointed to become our
iture teachers, We have adopted “ The
wnadian First Standard Course,” and
nd it eminently concise and complete.
he serles is crowded full of meat, and
¢ find no waste material. Indeed, so
opular has this series become that sets
f the course are being bought up right
ind left by many who find it impossible
o attend the class. We are seeking to
ender the class permanent and enduring
by emphasizing three phases, viz.: The
levotional, the educative, and the soclal.
Phe devotional draws us into the Divine
oresence, the educative or Teacher Traln-
ing phase Is thus as it were sanctified,
ind the social adds the human bond.
Perhaps a brief description of one of our
meetings would oe appreciated. We hold
our classes in the homes of the members,
much after the system of the old cottage
prayer meeting. We open our meetings
with bright singing, which always seems
to 1ift our spirits. Prayer follows by
members of the class, and immediately
we enter upon the training. We first
have a ten-minute review. The review
is entirely impromptu, i.c., on the part
of the scholars, and may cover a single
point in a lesson or be scattered in rapid
fire order over the entire work covered.
Then follows the work on the assigned
lesson. We strive to unite here the dis-
cipline of the day school with such a dis-
cussion as one would find in a well-
ordered Bible Class. Our invariable rule
Is “absence of text-books during the
Teacher Training session.” This neces-
sitates real preparation, and the result
is highly satisfactory. A large black-
board is used and usually a quick review
is thrown upon it. After the lesson the
company enjoy a social cup together, Our
system Involves homework in preparation
of the lesson itself. In addition we have
supplementary work assigned to various
members. For' example Lesson VI. of
Volume No. 1 is closed by a paragraph on
“The Judges.” Here we assigned to a
number of members the task of writing
a note of thirty words descriptive of the
character and career of these heroes of
Israel, each person of course to write only
upon the Judge assigned to him. The
character Deborah was assigned to Mrs,
B——, one of the silver-haired mothers
attending our class, and 1 give her con-
cise note exactly reproduced; it contains
precisely thirty words.

“ Prophetess Deborah dwelt undey
palm tree near Bethel. She judged
Israel, arranged a battle against
Canaanites at Kishon River, and won
victory for Israel, where she sang
her wictorious song.”

1296 B.C.

She explained that the date was “ in-
formation thrown in."  All the other
notes were surprisingly brief and com-
prehensive. To give the minds of the
students a real and lasting grip of the
varfous lesson groups we hold *“test
examinations.” Here is our first paper
on the group lesson 1-4 of text No, 1:—

1.—(a) Write brief notes on
" Bible,” *“ Testament," “Covenant,”
“Canon.” (b) Distinguish the ancient
versions of the Bible,

2.—(a) Name the prophetical books
In order. (b) Describe briefly the
poetical books.

3——Draw a map of the anclent
world.

4.—(a) Give the boundaries of
ancient Palestine. (b) Describe the
Jordan Valley as to position, extent
and height above sea level,

Time, 45 minutes.

This was run precisely as a college
xamination, the teacher presiding. The
me allotted was perhaps too brief, and
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in their race against time quite an ex-
citement prevailed. Some had never
written an examination before. Two of
the students are white-haired mothers
nearing sixty. The result was a surprise,
as the majority obtained a mark of 70
per cent, or over. The stress of excite
ment was probably responsible for some
peculiar information provided in the
papers. One of the candidates solemnly
announced that “the Jordan Valley is
1,600 miles below the level of the sea.”
Another that “the Dead Sea is 628 feet
long."

This examination took place on Hal-
loween night, and was followed by one
of the most delightfully jolly soclal times
I have ever enjoyed.

And now for the result upon the work
of the teachers and all of us. Our Sun-
day School is feeling t.e benefit of the
class already at every session. The in-
terest of each teacher in the class under
her care is markedly increased. Just
last evening I had the privilege of attend-
ing as a guest the monthly meeting of
our Philathea Class. It was deeply de-
votional. Everywhere through the meet-
ing was evidenced the benefit of our
Teacher Training Class. What surprised
me above all was that cvery member of
the class led in short, fervent compelling
prayer. Our mid-week prayer meeting
has been wondenfully helped by the Train-
ing Class. It is a spiritually intelligent
meeting, where together pastor and

41

people talk of God and draw near to Him.
Instead of an address from the pastor
we read in concert a passage from God's
Word, and together seek to learn His will
and way. He has signally blessed us
week by week. Thus right through our
varied spiritual community we * feel the
stiffening of structural fibre due to the
real influence of ovr Teacher Training
Class."

Our Sunday School Publicaticns

If your school is not thoroughly inform-
ed as to the full line of Sunday School
literature published by our Book Room,
under the capable editorship of Rev. Dr.
Crews, you should insist on an examin-
ation of the new 1911 catalogue. It is in
very marked contrast to anything of the
kind ever issued before in Canada, and a
ecritical examination of it will assure you
that your school may find abundant and
suitable supply for all its literary needs
from our own publishing house. The
special attention of primary workers is
called to the excellent new * Primary
Quarterly,” which is issued in two forms,
the one for the scholars and the other
for the teachers. These are the very
best of their class and will give, we are
sure, great pleasure and satisfaction to
our friends. Samples, prices, and all de-
sired information will be cheerfully sup-
plied in answer to any enquiry yon may
make.

Living Questions on the Sunday School Lessons

For Personal Study and Public Discussion
BY REV. J. H. McARTHUR, S.TD

Feb. 12.—Text, 1 Kings 18: 1, 2, 17-40.

1. Who was responsible for the famine
in Israel, Elijah or Ahab? (vs. 17, 3

2. Who Is responsible for the trouble
and expense of a temperance campaign—
the liquor party or the temperance party?

3. In what respects do many men hesi-
tate between two courses to-day? (v. 21).

4. What is the cause of such hesitancy?

. Were the prophets of Baal sincere?

1f they
W y did t 80 earn-
estly (v, 28) call upon Baal?

6. Is a man responsible for what he does
not know, but might know if he would
try to learn?

. When is victory not on the side of
the majority, nor yet on the side of might?

Feb. 19.—Text, 1 Kings 18: 41— a1,

1. May we pray for rain (James 5: 17, 18)?
2, Do we sometimes mistake caution for
cowardice, or recklessness for courage in
the conduct of public men (v. 3)?

3. What was the cause of Elijah's dis-
rag —physical mental
and nervous reaction, enforced inactivity,
loneliness, or apparent failure?

4. God provided for Elijah by glving him
food, sleep and work to do (vs. 5, 6, 15).
What_more does a man need?

5. hen does God speak most impres.
sively to our souls,—in the quiet hour of
meditation and prayer, or in the public as-
sembly for worship (vs. 11, 12)?

6. Are there many godly men whose light
is more or less hidden (v. 18)?

7. Which is the more powerful—a saint
upon his knees (v. 42), or a queen in her
wrath (v. 2)? a church in prayer, or a
nation in arms?

'
Feb, 26.—Text, 1 Kings 21.

1, Compare Ahab's heaviness of spirit
with Elijah's discouragement
‘2, Does selfishness lie at the root of all
Sin?

8. Can political intrieue and corruption.
gambling, and fraudulent schemes be traced
to selfishness in the heart?

4. Can the world be reformed by legis-
lation alone? ‘0 at extent should the
preaching of uncelfishness be backed up by
legislation?

5. What is the only sure cure for selfish-
ness

6. “Paid back in one's own coin” (v. 18)
Is this principle frequently illustrated
among men, and in the dealings of Provi-
dence?

7. Do men generally enjoy
gain? Did Ahab?

. Do public men to-day ever sell them-
selves? ow?

8. TIs the spirit of Ahab still abroad?
Tlustrate,

fll-gotten

March 5—Text, 2 Kings 2: 118,

1. Are presentiments of death common ?

2. Why did Elijah desire to be ul;-mv be-
fore his departure from the earth?

3. Why did he desire to visit the schools
of the prophets at Gilgal, Bethel and Jer-
icho? .

4. “The Lord May w

h sent me. e
e divine

have the same consciousness of
;uhlnnm‘ in the affairs of life ?

5. Through what 1'l|l!‘l\n?|u does God make

i1l known to us
"l;. Are impressions that we ought to do
#o0 and so, ever false? If so, is It in our
Pow: to prove them false? .
PO hat was the secret of Elijah's power
over K'isha?
‘v:.l Pov: may a teacher gain an influence
isciple?

n\';"r lrnlgldlhe ‘l’pll‘lt of the faithful \elu:ll!:
continue to live in the faithful disciple?
Hlustrate,

March 13.—Text, 3 Kings 4: 837

. To what source do men generally go
for sympathy and help in time of trouble?
And why (v. £6)7

2. Which is the greater trial? To be
den‘ed a blessing altogether, or to he‘,de"
prived of a blessing already enjnyed‘ (28)?

3. Should we go personally to he'p the
needy? Have we fully discharged our duty

the heathen if "ve h:lveamﬁrely sent
ers to preach to them (v, ?
"":. \Vl’mtp place has prayer in the ”wurk
of lifting men to a new life (v. 33)?
5. What is the relationship between
prayer and effort?

6. Can any effort to lift men to a new
life succeed which does not make a heavy
drain upon a man's nervous and spiritual
nature (v. 35)?

1s holrln: others ever an ungrateful
task (v. 37)7

March 19.—Text, 1 Kings 20: 13-l

1. To what extent is any nation indebted

to the men of God for national prosper-
. 18)?

2, Which have doue the most for Great
Britain in the way of securing Interna
tional prestige,—ler shrewd statesmen, or
her re'igious leaders?

3. Who in our country are in the fore.
front of the battle against intemperance,
gambling, and others forms of organized
vice?

4. If young men are to be the saviours
of our nation, what are the Sunday-schools
doing to train them (v, 14)?

5 Svhat proportion of young men in this
country or in this community are in the
Sunday-school?

6. 'To what extent is drink responsible
for . Individual and national incompetency
(v.16)?

7. What were the causes of the down-
fall of the great nations of antiquity?

8. Are the same causes operating in our
country? If so, how ean we remove them?
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(Any of our readers having questions
of practical import, in relation to any
phase of Sunday School or Young
People’s work, are invited to submit them
to the Editor, to be answered on this
page, from month to month.—En.)

“Should we cxpect our Pastor to attend
Every League mecting, and take part?"

We believe your Pastor to be a consci-
entious man, and that being so, he will
attend your meetings whenever he can.
He will not permit anything of an ordin-
ary occurrence to keep him away. And
when he is present he will doubtless take
such a part as seems to him most wise.
Nothing worse can happen a League than
to have a pastor who does all the talking.
Remember your League is not a preach-
ing service. Your Pastor is your Pastor;
not your President. He is not thererore
the chief executive officer of the League,
and should not be held responsible for
the actual management of the soclety.
Doubtless he will freely give advice if
asked for it, but as long as the League
Is doing fairly good work, he will wisely
refrain from making suggestions that
may be interpreted to imply some meas-
ure of fault-findine. Mutual confidence
and respect between Pastor and Presi-

they will outgrow that in large measure
by practice. Start a new participant with
an older one. “Two by two" is a good
principle The stronger will aid the
weaker one. Arrange beforehand with
the beginner as to the part he is to take,
Let him write it out, if necessary. Make
it as easy as possible for him to do his
part. Sympathize, never criticlze. If a
word of advice Is necessary, speak it per-
sonally and in private. If you can com-
mend, do not be backward about doing so
in public. Make opportunity for your be-
ginners to participate according to their
ability, and so encourage them to grow.

“ Please give us some suggestions for
changing the weekly programmes so as
to not carse monotony."

If you follow our regular weekly Topics
vou cannot have monotony of subject mat-
ter, for each evening in the month is dif-
feren'; and if your methods of arranging
and conducting your order of service are
monotonous, it is simply because you do
not give sufficient beforehand preparation
to the matter. We have little sympathy
with Commit'ees whose members com-
plete all arrangements in a few hurried
minutes; but lows of it for the League on
which such slipsbod and unworthy meth-
ods are inflicted. You are to blame If,

dent will ensure a measure of har
co-operation in the conduct of the League,
without which no abiding success can
come. You are right in expecting your
pastor to cultivate you, but don't forget
that it is likewise your duty to cultivate
him.  While some Pastors doubtless
neglect the Leagues, there are not a few
Leagues which neglect the Pustor, Guard
against this

“How can we interest and get the young
men of our community to our meetings?
They seem to have an idea that the
League is for the girls, therefore they
keep away from it

How did they get such “an {dea”? It
there has been an undue proportion of
femininity in your League, we can
hardly blame the young men for getting
the “idea that the League is for the
girls” We do not know your plans of
services or order of work; but if you
want the young men to change their
minds you must give them good reasons
to do so. A radical change may be neces-
sary to convince your young men that the
League is for them. How about the Citi-
zenship Department? Youn cannot effec-
tually conduet it without young men, and
if it be properly presented, it will strongly
appeal to them Make your League
a virile force, worthy of the support and
co-operation of young men, and you will
‘“get” them all right. Enlist the grow-
ing boys, use them, give them a nromi-
nent part, and vou will soon introduce a
strong masculine eclement into the
Soclety,

“We have a dificulty in getting our mem-
bers to take a topic How would you
suggest to get around this? They ceem
to be afraid.”

Of what are they “afraid,” the topic or
the audience? Why are they “afraid”?
Has the chilling frest of indifference or
eriticism ever nipped anyone In your
League? 1If vour members are timid be-
cause of their inability or inexperience,

SPECIAL NOTICE!

ments have. been made
whereby the Book Room is pub-
lshing all the contents of the new
Discipline pertaining to Sunday
Schools and Young People's Socle-
tles, in a neat pamphlet, at the
low price of 5 cents each, or 50
cents a dozen, postpaid. -

If you want to know all about
either, or both, get tais booklet.
Superintendents, order a supply
for your teachers. Presidents,
send for emough to place one in
the hands of all your members.
Order from the Book Room, not
the Editor,

with the varied suggestions this paver
gives you, you suffer from “monotony” in
vour “weekly programmes.” Wake up,
do some studying, make intelligent plans,
and then, wideawake and alert yourselves,
you will prevent other people frcm get-
ting drowsy or falling asleep.

“How may we hold and interest our new
members?  We have been having a
‘contest’ to increase our attendance
and membership.”

If your new members have intelligently
joined your League, ie., if they united
with a true purpose and not merely to
help your side or the other win the con-
test, they will not be hard to hold. Make
them feel quite at home by diffusing a
genial atmosphere all over the place; set
them to work at some congenial piece of
study or labor; in short, start them in
deed as well as in name a part of your
working forces. Set them to work get-
ting other new members, for your con-
test did not exhaust the possible mem-
bership from among the young people of
vour nelghborhood. If you do not use
these new members, you will lese them,
and if they are not willing to be of use,
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they will be of very lttle value to your
roll. The League must be an active force
or dwindle away and dle, Therefore, keep
all your members busy, and set a shining
example of personal industry yourself.

“Do social evenings kill the League spir-
itually?"

They certalnly should not, It is sald
that In some places they do, but the fault
les rather with the character of the
meeting than the purpose of the Social
Cemmittee,  Correctly understood and
properly conducted, the Soclal Depart-
ment ghould minister to the highest needs
of the Individual and of the Boclety. And
the answer depends somewhat on the
meaning you attach to the word “gpiritu-
ally.”” DId our Master's social Intercourse
with the people “kill " his Influence with
them as Religlous Teacher? Not in the
least; but we doubt If ever He attended
a soclal gathering simply for entertain-
ment, or allowed one to go by unim-
proved He made uwe of them all as
means of closer fellowshlp with those to
whom He would minister, and the League
must do the same. If {1t does, the Social
will contribute to the real work of the
Soclety, and make Ita Influence helpful
to all.

“Would it not be well to divide the Lit-
erary and Boclal work, and so make
room for more workers?

There is abundant scope for several
Committees In the Third Department.
Seven are named In the Constitution, and
they seem to cover the ground quite fully.
They are (a) Systematic Bible study, (0)
Essays and Literary work, (¢) Epworth
League Reading Course, (d) Welcoming
and introducing members, (¢) Musleal
and soclal entertulnments In harmony
with the spirit of Christianity, (/) Em-
ployment bureau, (¢) Badges and decora-
tions, We are “real glad" to find one
League where there seem to be workers
in superabundance, but “there's enough
work for all to do,” as the list of com-
mittees outlined above clearly shows,

“How can we prevent our meetings being
cold and our members reserved in
them?"

‘Warm your meetings up and thaw your
members out.  'What makes the *“cold"?
Do you know? If so, remove the cause,
Your members may take dulness for
depth and confuse formality with spiritu-
ality, Hence they may have a wrong idea
of what a league meeting ought to be.
Be sure of this,—a warm leader will not
long permit & “cold"” mecting. Remem-
ber thig, too,~prepared members will not
long be “reserved " with a warm leader
at their head. Two things observe, then,
(1) To secure good, llve, warm-hearted
leadership In your meotings, (2) To ob-
tain through your Committees such prep
aration for the wervices ns shall bring
your members there ready and willing to
take some part, Avold criticlsm, speak
a word of pralse, encourage the timid,
shame the Jlazy, be warm-hearted your-
self, bring your audlence comfortably and
closely together, have bright singing, keep
things moving, and you will not com-
plain of the * cold.”

“How can we got our young people to
specialize on League work and not get
80 mized up with all the other branches
that they have nat time to become pro-
ficient in any one of them "

The impleation in this question is that
there are tco many wocletion claiming the
time and attentlon of our young people.
In many places this {s probably true, and
the desire of our questioner that profi-
clency in League work be attained is
made fmpossible, It In much better to
olm at skiil and eficleney in one sphere
of work than ‘o be n “Jack of all trades
end master of none " sort of person. Let

2
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vour young people choose the work most
important and apply themselves to the
ioing of it until they have learned to do
it well. One subject of study thoroughly
mastered, one meeting intelligently and
consistently attended every week, one
piece of Christian work well performed,
one essential task faithfully done, is bet-
ter than a whole jumble of studies and
tasks that are at the best but indifferently
executed. A church worker who does one
thing efficiently is of more value to the
pastor than half a dozen who “botch™
their jobs. Aim at being “ proficient.”

“How can we get reports from all our
at ting?"

Vice-F
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nsed have monotony in routine if
prepare well beforehand.

they

“We have been thinking of arranging for
one purely evangelistic meeting each
month, Would you recommend that?"
Your Consecration meeting should al-

ways be Evangelistic. At it the Pledge

should be presented, personal decisions
for Christ should be expected and worked
for, and the responsibility o' individual
choice brought home to the minds and
hearts of all the unpledged members. But
evangelism should not be confined to any
public meeting. It should be the aim all
through the month to win our associates
to Christ. Personal interview, prayerful

ion ic ¢ ee can-

This is a straight matter of pr
for which the President is responsible.
Insgist on having reports. 1f no report of
work done is possible, secure a confession
from the delinquent officer, and next
month you may succeed better. To be
systematic, thorough, punctual, is neces-
sary to succeed as a President. But if
the President is careless, indifferent and
content with excuses, there will be a simi-
lar habit developed in the rest, and com-
mittee work will be delayed, postponed
or evaded altogether. If the President
and all the Executive with him remem-
ber that the League is for business, essen-
tial business, the King’s business, they
will conduct it in a becoming way and
after appropriate business methods that
will bring great results,. Too many
Leagues have but indifferent success be-
cause they do the Lord's work only indif-
ferently. They report nothing, for they
liave nothing to report.

“How can we get the young people to
study their Bibles in connection with
the topic of the evening?"

Two facts are evident. Young people
can study. Young people do study. They
study what they have to, and they study
what they are interested in. In Bible
study we can safely appeal to the con-
sclences of our young people, for they
have to study the Bible or lose beyond
measure. And we may make Bible study
interesting, so interesting, indeed, that
many will delight in it. In centering
thought on a given topic, there must be
a clear understanding of it by the leader
himself, and then a wise and discriminat-
ing apportionment of it to others who
are to take part. Consult our outlines on
the Blographical Bible studies for the
first meeting in each month, consider the
method there followed, distribute the
questions suggested, and arrange before-
hand to have them dealt with in some
form or other by various persons. The
study will be easy and the discussion
profitable.

“How are we as a Country Circuit to
utilize talent; or how can we make our
meetings interesting where talent is
limited?™
If by “talent” you mean ability to

assist in your programme, remember that,

no matter how “limited” it may be, it
grows by use and by no other way. “ Tal-
ent” in persons is only comparative at
most, It is more or less “limited" in
even the most capable. Do not, there
fore, be discouraged because neither you
nor your fellow-members may be particu-
larly scholarly or brilllant. Do your best,
use what “talent” you have, and you
shall surely have more as the result.
Some of the best meetings we have ever
attended have been on such “a country
circuit” as yours. Do not think that the
cities have any monopoly of “talent.” If
vyou mean that your numbers are few and
that your programmes must be provided
for again and again by the same persons,
study variety of treatment and endeavor
to present a different order of service
from week to week. The toples are
varied, and no wide-awake Committee
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average League dees not make enough of
the older people. In mauy places there is
a tendency to separation which is not
desirable or wise. An Honorary mem-
bers' meeting occasionally would be both
useful and unifying. Make more of the
older people and they will lovingly
respond.

“ How would you proceed to form-a Mis-
sion Study Class?"

By writing Dr. F. C. Stephenson, Meth-
odist Mission Rooms, Toronto, the Secre-
tary of the Young People's Forward
Movement for Missions, for full instruc-
tions. No other person can give you so
much valuable information or supply you
with so many helpful suggestions or

vass and such alert methods of
evangelism should be the regular proced-
ure in all our societies, and the first meet-
ing in each month be the time of ingath-
ering and enrolment. An ‘‘evangelistic
meeting " will succeed wonderfully if a
score of evangelists have been doing some
personal work through the month. Query:
When did you last personally invite a
soul to Christ?

““What plan could we take to get new
members?”

We read once of a meeting in the Old
Land at which several excellent speeches
had been made about reaching the masses.
After a while an old man who had lis-
tened attentively to the fine theories ad-
vanced, arose and sald, I move that we
go out and reach them.” There is the
whole secret, my friend. You have plenty
of young people in your neighborhood
who are not in your League. It is not so
much a plan that you need as a purpose.
Honestly, the only way we know to get
new members is to get them by going
after them. Make your League worth be-
longing to; when new members are
received make them partners in the busi-
ness; let everybody work; see that your
bill of fare is both wholesome and appe-
tizing; attempt big things; accomplish
what you undertake, and you will have
little trouble in both getting and holding
members.

“To what extent would you advise amuse-
ments to hold the young peoplef”
Young people who have to be amused

to be held, have a wrong idea of the
League. The League that simply en-
deavors to amuse young people is engaged
in small business, and, as history has
proved, will soon be out of business altoe
gether, Your members must realize that
the League is organized for serious,
though not necessarily solemn, effort. If
they are not prepared to share in this, we
doubt the value of the League to them, or
of them to the League. We are not dis-
counting the value of amusements nor
advising against them in their proper
place, but simply emphasize the fact that
there is something far more important
for the League to do than amuse its mem-
bers. At the most, affording the widest
pessible latitude to all wholesome fun, we
do not think that any evening should be
wholly given to amusement in the League
or by the League. Let every meeting be
entertaining, but let no meeting sink to
the level of just fun.

“Who should be considered and counted
Honorary Members of the League?”
Never forget that there are three

classes of League members—Active, As-

soclate and Honorary. Too few socleties
have the third class. Any and all persons
in the congregation whose age, condition
or circumstances prevent their personal
and regular attendance at the League
meetings, but who are at the same time
in sympathy with the purposes of the
League and wish to countenance and

assist as they may be able the work, may
be enrolled on the Honorary members
list.

There should be many such. The

y ition" as he.

“ Do you think it best to have a difference
made between the two kinds of mem.
bers—active and associate?”

It depends on what you mean by “ dif-
ference.” There must be some standard
set for the League. That is in the pledge.
Those who assent to it and consent to be
governed by its principles are known as
Active members. That makes “a differ-
ence,” doesn't it? And these pledged
members, having accepted the New Testa-
ment standard of character as theirs, at
once become different. And in working
out those principles in conduct, they ac-
cept certain conditions and terms of ser-
vice that make more than ever “a dif-
ference.” We would have no difference
if we could prevent it, for we long to see
all our members voluntarily committed
to the standard raised in the Pledge: but
as long as many decline it as the guiding
star of their lives, there must continue in
the very nature of things to be “a differ-
ence.” But they have it so, none else.

“How can we conduct a Junior League
in the country with the inconveniences
of distance, time, and place of meet-
ing?"

By deciding that, whatever it may cost,
a Junior League is worth it all. By con-
ciliation, good-nature, and wise tact. If
you cannot have a meeting on a week day,
perhaps you can on Sunday. If not be-
fore church, then afterwards. Or it may
be after Sunday school. If you cannot
have it in the church, then perhaps the
school-house may be secured. If neither
of these, you may use in rotation a num-
ber of homes. Having children and a
willing and capable leader, everything
else s a matter of detall and can be
adapted to meet local conditions and
needs. The fact that there are Junior
Leagues in many country places where all
your ies and incon’ exist
is proof that there may be a League in
your neighborhood if you say so and are
willing to make the best of things that
are,

“How may we overcome the little or no
interest of some members in our
League?”

Your members are perhaps uninterest-
ed in the League because there is little
in it to interest them, or because they are
preoccupied with other concerns. Which
it is we cannot know. But this is true:
if you are going to interest others you
must be interesting. People will feel a
growing interest in what vitally concerns
them. Bring it home to your uninter-
ested members that they need that for
which the League stands, that without it
they will be losers, with it gainers, that
the League needs them, not only for what
it can do for them, but for what they can
do for it. Nothing will intercst another
80 vitally nor sustain his interest so well
as to realize that he is of use to some-
body else. That is why the admonition
is so often given, “ Give them something
to do.” There are too many spectators in
our Young People's Societies. It would
be better for all concerned to use them in
the actua! work undertaken.
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My Vacation
BY REV. R. O. ARMSTRONG, M.A., WINNIPEG,
M

Y vacation was spent in travelling
across Western vanada from Win-
nipeg to Vancouver Island. The

object T held in view beside having a
restful change, was to see, hear, and
learn more about the resources and possi-
bilities of my own country.

A conversation | overheard on the
train was the first thing inat speclally
attracted my attention. One  speaker
was from the Peace River country, the
other was from the United States. T'he
former was talking energetically about
prospects 500 miles north of Kdmonton,
“Kive hundred miles north of Kdmon-
ton,” echoed the astonished American,
“why that would be a thousand miles
from the boundary! We used to think
the northern part of the States almost
too cold to live in.”

" Yes,” continued the Peace KRiver man,
“the possibilities of that country up
there it 18 not—hesitating for a word—
possible to imagine. We have room for
millions of people, but they must work.
It 18 no place for idlers.”

The listeners were impressed, some
remarking with emphasis tnat idlers
were of no use anywhere. |1 tell you
what,” said the Winnipeg man, " we've
got too many of that kind in our eity.”
The Edmonton man declared he had seen
hundreds of them sitting around the bar-
rooms in his town " looking for work"
and praying to heaven that they might
not find it

The vast treeless prarie of Western
Saskatchewan and Southern - Alberta
made a deep impression on me. Kvery
aspect of the situation seemed depress-
ing.  For animal I« we saw at one
point three lean coyotes gazing at our
train with a wild; puzzled look.

Again, we saw a solitary looking man
walking leisurely across the waste. Not
having any facts to work on, we let our
fancies play on his case and eventually
decided that he must be a bachelor be-
cause his sleeves were out at the elbows!

There was something in the way this
man walked that revealed the mighty
secret of the country. Great resources
lfe hidden beneath the surface. The
whole land awaits but the magic touch of
human genius and Industry. ‘I'hat man
stood up as if he were conscious of this.

" What is your impression of Canada?"
1 asked of a fellow traveller in clerical
dress, who hailed from England, and
whose conversation had an imperialistic
flavor about it. He sald he had heard
of men who could tell all about a country
after being in it two or ruree weeks, but
he could not do it. " However,” he
added, "1 am deeply interested in all |
see, and especially In the West. Your
young men have an alr of independence
about them which prownses great things
for the future of this country. Canada
will develop a new race of people. I'he
best traits of the British civilization will
be conserved here.”

Our National Park at the threshold of
the mountains next demands attention.
Canadians need to know more about the
exceptional opportunities offered by their
own country in the way of a national
recreation ground.

The mountains are wonderful. The
spell of their presence grows on one
They appeal to the mind, the heart, and
most of all to the imagination.  Their

majesty humbles us. They enjoin on us
to offer the Almighty, vven as they, our
tribute of reverence, seif-control and no-
bility,

At Banff the drives affording superb
views of mountain scenery, the buffalo
paddocks, and the hot sulphur springs
are the chief attractions.

All wonders previously seen are sur-
passed by a glimpse in the morning hours
of the incomparable Lake Louise at Lag-
gan, the torquolse surface shimmers into
a dozen or more shades of color while we
stand gazing upon 1t. Mighty moun-
tains and glistening glaciers around add
greater glory to a scene already inde-
scribable.

At Laggan | had my first experience
in plain mountain climbing. We had
climbed 6,875 feet to the “Lake iIn the
Clouds.” The top of Mt. Piran, 8,600
feet high, looked so near that a few of
us decided to go to the summit; but that
which we thought would take moments
took hours.

Our reward in the enlarged view of
snow-capped peaks, glaclers, valleys,
gorges and rivers was great. Thirty-five
miles away, dimly discernible on the
horizon, was Lake Hector, the source of
the Bow River, the stream that carries
80 much fruitfulness to Alberta.

Beyond the National Park the wonders
seem to increase rather than diminish.
Each new view point opens up scenes of
greater grandeur and beauty.

Every mile of the rairoad Is a work
of the highest engineering skill, The
glory or the gloom of the mountains falls
across our track as we speed along.

Through the passes we see traces of
snow slides that have carried tragedies
in their wake. Down the Fraser Canyon
we see traces of the old foot and pony
trall skirting dizzily on the precipices
and slopes above the foaming foods. I'he
men who had the courage to tread those
trails were the men who laid the founda-
tions for an empire.

Great things abound everywhere along
the journey, great mountains, glaclers,
canyons, rivers, trees; great fisheries,
great fruitfulness, great mills, great
mines, great towns, great prospects and
great problems. An American Bishop
sald that the only way to tell the truth
about California was to lie about it
I'his anomalous figure of speech might
also be used in British Columbia.

‘The Province is a fairy land of prom-
ise.  Perhaps no Province in Canada
offers such inducements ror men of abil-
ity, Integrity and ambition. Leaders
are wanted at all points or the compass
to explore new territory and to direct
new industries.

At Vancouver the commerce of the
Pacific carries one’'s thoughts away to
the nations of the uUriental world and
raises the question of the future suprem-
acy among the races.

At Vietoria | heard the lomer. of Can-
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District Sunday School Work

In various sections our Distriet 8. 8.
Secretaries are applying themselves dili-
gently to the promotion of the work
under their care. The alert secretary of
the Peterboro District is well to the front,
as the following letter to all Superin-
tendents in his territory shows. Every
District Secretary might do some such
work and results will certainly show pro-
gress and growth

Millbrook, Dee. 20th, 1610,
Dear Bro.—The Sunday School Institutes
held In Peterboro, on Dee. 12th, and Mill-
brook, Dec, 18th, were a real feast of good
things to those present. Growing out of
the discussion were resolutions, the first
of which In thought ought to be immedi
ately placed before the board of manage-
ment of every Sunday School on the Dis-
trict.  Will you eall at the earliest pos.
sib'e date your committee of management
and prefent to them the subjoined resolu-
tions with a view to their adoption in your
school.  And will you report the result
of the same to me not later than February
1st, 19117
Yours In the service,
W. P. ROGERS,
8. 8. See, Peterboro Dist.

Resolutions adopted by the- Sunday School
tute:~

(1) That a Crad'e Roll be organized in
connection with every Sunday School,

(2) That an attempt be made to organ-
ize at least one Adult Bible Class ‘n each
school.

(3) That we believe the Home Depart
ment is a much neglected department of
our Sunday School work (there being but
four in the district), and that we believe
such an organization practicable in every

hool.

(4) That greater attention be pald to
Fvangelism in the Sunday Schools and

© wherever gﬂulh'n Decision Day

be b-
served here were only 134 who united
with the lhurL‘h from the S. 8 on this
I!i!lrlcl last year),

(5) That whrrl‘nn there are but two
I‘enchou Training (lasses in the hlulrlﬂ

that a Teachers' Training Class be organ
ized wherever practicable,

(6) That more attention be paid to Grad
ing in the 8chools and a regular Promotion
Day be observed at least annually.

(7) That the Discipline he observed re
the holding of a meeting of the Board of
Management at least once a quarter.

(8) That every school be kept open the
whole year.

() Thnl the Annual District Meeting
arrange for the observance in the District
of a Sunday to be known as “District Sun-
day School Day.” en the pu|nl|ﬂ shall
be filled as far as possible by laymen and
sermons in the interest of our Sunday
Behaol work be preached, and. thet the
Committee to have the arrangement in
charge be the Distriet Chairman and Sun
day School Secretary, and two laymen, to
be appointed by the district meeting,

(10) That the Forward Movement for
Missions be organized in every loecal Sun-
day School.

Brighton District

The annual Epworth League (‘Dnvrnllnn
was held in Hilton Methodist Chu
There were three sessions. mnrnml.nflnr

. The principal speaker of the
day was Rev. F. L. Farewell, Fleld Secre-
tary of the General Board. Hi
in the aft.rnoon was on practical League
work, and contained many xood suue-non-
for the better carrying on the wor
At night his subject was, "Our World- wlde
Purpnle in Life!

er speakers were Rev. W. H. Buckler
mlmn Rev. John R. Butler, Wooler; C.
lnnn. Br ghton: Rev. 8. C. Moore, 'rr«nlow
righton, um‘l the Secre-

adian Methodism in G
discussing ways and means ol making
Canada a righteous nation, apart from
which it cannot endure.

1 reached my home ugain in due time,
much refreshed in every way by the
change, and much inspired by what |
had seen for the strenuous work of life.
1 shall always cherish a greater pride
for our own ‘vanadian land and its
people; also, for the great Kmpire that
fostered it, and of which it will hence-
forth form a distinguished part.

llry, H N P. IA'lon Brig!

A paper on the subject, "Sof-lnl-—lo nvr -
written by Miss Olive Johnson, of Frani
ford, and read by Miss Florence ’l‘horne.
Hilton, caused much favorable

The newly-clected officers for the e su-
ing year are as follows: Hon. President,
Rev.” George Brown, Colborne; President,
Burton Ph lf:. Hilton: Vh.‘e Presidents (1)
Wallace Cochrane, Edville, (2) Miss Luclla
Gould, Colborne, (3) lllu Ollve Johnston,
l‘unkrord (1) Wm. M. Ketchum, Brighton,

) Mrs. G A. Ireland, Trenton: Secretary-
'rrellurer. Harry N. P. Lawson, Brighton;
f‘;«'mrlerence Rep., Rev. John P. BRutler,

ooler.




February, 1911—21

Neepawa District

The Sunday School and Epworth Les

Convention at Gladstone, Man,

ittended and very profitable, President

Minaker opened the sessions, and .

Jthers” as the centre of his appeal. The

Sunday School ev. J. I, Lane,
it 1 of

ngelism in’ the

ul discussion on

led by Rev. J. A. Doyle.
v a demonstration

eries for

1 gav
Teacher T
Howarth is doing with a
See Sunday School pages
A profitable Round Tal

discussion of organized Adult Bible Class
problems was led by Rev. H. Irvine.
During the recess the (imhnnnn hosts

entertained the
bountiful
the chure

delegutes by
repast In

pr ng a
\ adjoining wing of

e cvening session was marked by
three strong addresses. Rev r7ina
l”iLubB' d “The Young Man F rhln'm Mrs
G. Harrison outlined the new Interna
tional Graded ‘\IIH‘I\ School Lessons foy
parents, puplls, pastors and people, and
strongly emphasized the value of the
aded course. "Rev, J. A Doyle gave a
tirring address on “Mind Your
Q's”" This nddress left a profound imp

ROCK LAKE

slon on the entire
the way for a

convention,
thorough

and
morning

paved
session

on the Epworth League and its wor
The, Place of the Church in the

ABS/\ Was strongly presented by

W, ‘Allison,  Mr yle's closing

wiis ‘on “What of the Futu E
glzing, clarion note of optimism brought

to a fitting close a convention full of great

pleasure and profit to all. During the ses
fon a_highly interesting letter was read
irom Rev. A, O. Rose, the District's Mis

¢ Student in At
was _appoint
of the Distric
rs elected

istria, and Rev.
to reply thereto

Tor the coming year
rhout, Glad-
M

A lhnu,mnn
C. |I1I|l\v!un, uu.ku.mnq
N reas, . W. Wickett

l(l]v Rev. D. R, L. Hn\\x\rlh

awa; ( .ml'
Plumas.

A Tribute of Affection

After a quarter

of a_century, of hard
and earnest toil,

during which he has been
assoclated in personal labor with Rev. H.
T. Crossley, in winning thousands of lives
for Christ,’ the Rev. J. E. Hunter, well-
known and_dearly beloved by & Eveat nost
of people, has been Iaid aside trom public
work as' an_ evangelist. This fact has
iy keenly deplored by multitudes of his
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friends, and to show that
deeply sincere and prac
a number of them quil
Mr. Hunter a tangible
On  Christmas

thelr sorrow

F and Mrs. Hunter,
at their' home, 512

Toronto, and in an
presented them, on
all over nd,
in addition a
had the pleasure of making
1 on Brother Hunter, on Christ-
mas afternoon, and found him overwhelm
ed by the wholly unexpected kindness
shown by this thankful that
%o many give their hearts,

Palmerston Boulevard,

1
life annuity

him a plac

We that our readers will, with-
out g hm wish Mr. Mrs. Hunter
still n|.||._\ years of happy life together.

The Summer School
By REV. F. L. WELL, B.A
At this

FARE

ason of the y

5 ar, with the ther
wn below z

nd In the midst

of one of our n snowstorms,
one doesn't think very much about “sum
mer" schools. But the “good old summer-
time” will be here again in due course,

and one should soon consi

relaxation and reer

just what
his holl

MAN,, SUMMER SCHOOL, JULY,

day might take.

The many attractions of
the ~(\"Hnl(‘l’

schools, at such beautiful

natural rts as Rock Lake, Shoal Lake,
Oxbow, and Lumsden Beach, in_the West;
of Thomas, Kingsville, Wellington,
Whitby, Iroquois, Kensington Point, and

other pulnln in Middle Canada, should not
be overlooked

Did you ever nl(end a summer school at
any of these plac If not you have
missed one of the rare experiences of life
For relaxation and recreation, for rest of
body, mind, and spirit, for inspiration and
vision where one is able to multiply
himself in the coming year there is noth
ing like a summer school

It offers one of the most wholesome phy-
sical enjoyments, the sports of lake and
river, of wooded park and lmn —bathing,
boating, fishing, strolling, tennis, croquet,
bowling, and many other L.ulmw and forms
of play, whose pleasure consists largely in
the very spontaneousness and Informality

with which they are initlated and carried
u.;uuu

is ‘a great soclal gathering,

member of a summer school is, fnr the
time being, a member of the “gang. Al
respond to the same gong; all play the

games, and go on the same excur-
sions; all are thinking of the same prob
lems ‘and mastering the same difficulties.
There is a Sympathetic bond,
de corps,” a fellow-feeling that from the
very first pervades every activity and re-
lationship, One can't help but be sociable
It makes everybody feel that life her
now in this great twentieth centur
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only Canada's century, but the kingdom's
century,—is about the best thing going
And”then the summer school gives nu
merous opportunities for one to get straight
ed out.  We all know that after a year's
hard work on the farm, in the school,
office, one begins to see
They somehow get in their
Last’ things come first, and
things come way down the line
webs of doubt and suspicion and moodi
ness hang about. We must get straight-
ened out. And the summer school can do
it. Under the leadership of men of the
varlous departments of our church,—mis
slonaries, secretaries, deaconesses, profes
sors—speclalists in their respective flelds
—men, who while they are yet learners.
have passed this way before, one is led to
get a right perspective of things, to see
them In thelr right order and value, and
0 relate himself in complete harmony with
he Ereat things of life and tho kingdom.
nd this coming summer let every
himself away 16 & summer school

Imdv. )m
resort

Notes
In reporting some facts regarding the
Cookstown Epworth League, wher out of

a membership of
president attributes
tion of the Soclety to the
committees work, the

young men, the
the flourishing condi

facts that the
programmes are we'l

1910,

thought out, Other
Leagues, now in a more or less languish-
ing state, might take the hint and by fol
lowing the wholesome counsel implied
get into a more healthy and robust state
of life

and are well rendered

One of the neatest
taining Christmas and ear's greet-
Ings that came to the editor's desk was
that 1ssued by the Junior League of Pros
pect Park Methodist Chureh, Toronto. Al
though this is not one of our largest or
wealthlest congregations, the friends who
sent out the pretty little card in question,
have excellent taste, good judgment, an
are evidently very much alive to the value
of the boys and girls, We reciprocate their
kind wishes.

The pna»dmuunu of Sunday School work,
even In new and sparsely settled districts,
18 well illustrated by the case of
Orchard, on the Port Carling
Northern Ontario. In October,
were three who, with Mr. J. H
agitation for a Sunday School
nice school, wholly self-sup.
attendance of about 40,
best of all, the adults have recently
become so interested that a Bible class
of over a score has been gathered together.
At this same appointment the pastor, who
18 only able to provide fortnightly preach
ing, has been assisted by the services of
a local committee, which has made arrange.
ment for service on the other Sundays, thus
assuring a weekly meeting. We congratu-
late Mr. Warren on the success of his work

holiday cards, con
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and wish Mr. Jones, the Sunduy School
superintendent, and his little band ol
orkers, INCTEAsiNg prosperity,

The Flesherton Epworth League has just
closed a two weeks evangelistic campulg.
‘'hie meetings, which were held mghtly,
were conducted entirely by Leaguers, and
were exceedingly well attended, A gratfy

resuit was attained when a number
ined the League as a result of the meet
ings, and some eight young people joined
the church. The spirit of the League has
been wonderfully improved, and the inter
est excited in the weekly meetings 1o a
sratfying extent,

“The Almond's Epworth League, on the
Whitby Cireuit, heid a pound soclal at the
home of one of its members recently, when
a profitable and pleasant time was spent
AbDut seventy young people were prescnt
They were treated to a splendid progratnmn
of readings, vocal and instrumental m 3
after which light refreshments were serve .
¢ admission fee was “pound”
$5.00) of something. Many things w
brought, such as groceries and fruit, all
of which were forwarded to the Superin
tendent of the Deaconess Home, Toronto,
for distribution among the poor,

The Sherbourne St, Toronto, Epworth
League is following the absentees weekly
WIth @ personal note signed by the chait-
man of the Lookout Commitiee, and which
reads as follows: “We missed you at our
last meeting, but shall expect to see you
out again next Monday. Your presenge will
not only do us good, but we feel sure that
you wiil be benefited by spending an hour
with us, The subject under consideration
vill . 'he evening's topic 18
duly inserted in each case, llng the whole
ote must be an effectual reminder that
abgent, but not forgotten,” Is the fact
We commend the practice, and would like
to know of its adoption by many other
societies,

District Executive Commitiees generally,
n.ugh! profitably copy the example of th
Chatham District Committee, which met at
Dawn Mills, 10 prosecute the work of the
District, following the Convention at Blen-
heim. The officers of the Distriet met at
4.30, in_the parsonage. The President, Mr.
A. E. Hopper, presided. ivery phase of
the work was freely discussed, and a let-
ter drafted, to be sent to each Bociety on
the District, Tea was served in the Kmn»
ment of the ohtirch, and during the meal
the considerdtion of League interests con
tinued. A public meeting was held in the
church, auring the evening. Each Vice
President ‘gave an address, outlining the
work of the several departments in order.
The varfous ehoirs of the ecircult contrib-
uted to the musical portion of the sorvice.
Much'is due to Rev. J. F. Knight, pastor
of the church, for his hearty cooperation
in making these meetings so successful

‘Th(! Westmoreland Avenue, ‘Toronto,
Epworth Lesgue numbers two hundred
members, of Whom over sixty are young
men.  Under the enthusiastic leadershup of
H. D. Tresidder, President, much practical
work is being done. The League meets on
Monday evening, but in addition it has a
Prayer Circle, takes one night a month at
Yonge St. Mission, one night a month at
King 8t. East Mission, every Sunday even-
ing at Primrose Avenue Mission, conducts
a semi-monthly Mission Study Class, has a

y for missions, mite-box system of
offerings, a Correspondence Department,
attends regularly and systematlcally to
Sunday church door work, and has a num
ber at night schools throughout the city.
Of course there a flourishing Junior
League. We do not wonder that a note
from the President says, " God is richly
blessing us” Of course He is. He could
not help it. And many ot Leagues
would receive a similar blessing if they
did some such work as our Westmoreland
Avenue young workers are doing.

The Missionary Interests of the
toba Conference are well an(lcl“nlvﬁ“»‘:lu
tar as Young People’'s Societies and Sun-
day Schools are concerned. Rev. B, W
Allison outlines the plan as follows:
The Leagues and Sunday Schools have
been united, and the allocation has been
made after this order: innipeg North,
Winnipeg South, Rainy River and Port Ar
thur Districts with Wesley College Mis-
sionary Soclety, are asked to raise $3,200
for the support of Rev. Dr. Endicott and
Mr. 8. D. Kern, in China, and Rev. J. N
Woodsworth, Winnipeg; Carman, Roland,
and Crystal ‘City Districts are each expect:
ed to raise $800 for the support of Dr. Cox,
Rev. W, B Slblv%. and a worker, in Chinu,
respectively. 'he Neepawa District is
usked for $700 for the support of Rev. A.
©. Rose, Missionary student in Austria;
the Hirtle Distriet {8 supporting Indian
Missionary, Rev. Jos. lLowes, at Herens
River, with $760, while Portage la Prairie,
Dauphin, and Swan River Districts unite
to ruise $500 for the support of Rev. W. B
Albertson, in China. ‘The Forward Move-
ment givings will thus aggreginte $7,000.
and place two new missionaries in the
fieid.  The outlook is good for advance
throughout the Conference.
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From “One Interested” we have received
the following account of a recent mission:
vening spent by the Trinity (Toronto)

Leagu:

“A most interesting and profitable n!s-
sionary programme was given by the IAis-
sionary Department eague at its
last reeting. ‘The Lumber Camp,’ was the
subject announced, the preparations
made proved not only novel and entertain-
ing, but Instructive and inspiring. @
Lenguers upon entering the League room
were met by the sight of a tent with sur:
roundings, as nearly as cou'd be arranged
the same as those seen at the actual eamp.
The cook was there preparing the evening
meal and getting things in general ready
for the return of the men, e service
was in charge of our enthusiastic mission-

156 minutes after 8
ragUeTS

entered attired in the lumberman's rh,
and by their doings and sayings enter-
tained all present. One of the questions
heard by the writer and address by one
of the men to another who had picked Ig)
@ paper, was ‘What is that you are read-
ing. “The newspaper; why, what did you
think it was? ‘Oh, 1 guess that is the
only thing we can get away up here, 1f
the Leaguers down in the city would be a
litt'e more ll\nuuhl;ul ’nu-i\- wnu:;l‘ lFe;ui g:
ew copies of the ipworth Era,
S8 S other ou PN gness r:hry
have forgotten us poor fellows back here,
awny from the good influences of home
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and church. A pretty selfish crowd, those
Leaguers!’

Word reached the ears of the camp that
in the neighborhood, and
the young
men, who seemed to be the leader, and who
apparently had not lost all love of good,
gave the others some advice as to how they
should behave when t preacher came,
emphasizing the desire that (he{h shoutd

o n

cam
a few minutes' conversation the preacher
Qsked 1t he might hold a short service, to
which they all heartily agreed. ‘They sang
together a couple of our familiar hymns,

en a session of prayer, scripture I’el?‘nf.
and hief talks on portions read, (1 would
ke to nddhﬂml wle werfa \':;y'fho;(ﬁ;:'l‘t

the services of 0l

R as miesionary in_ the

A solo and other music was rendered,
of Which left impressions which are
to he lasting. - sxding yush an

I have pleasure in recomm B
l-\'l-nlnu.pwhlrh can be made very interest
ing and profitable.”

OUR BOOK SHELF

ORDER ANY OF THE BOOKS MENTIONED FROM WILLIA

M BRIGGS, TORONTO.

‘ROM_THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCI-
,'RFTY‘ NEW YORK AND CHICAGO.
ttle Talks on Temperance. By R. c.
Gillle, M.A,

These *talks” are varied and useful.
Tiey are entertaining and convincing. Old
Kasiern Falry Talés are stated and nprl ed.
Old lessons are re-stat and tabulated.
Every page of the book is full of interest.
1t #hould he very suggestive to all who
Lok the safeguarding of our children from
the ruin of intemperance.

E 3 By Rev. Dr.

ible Readers' Gl

Sehenck. 75 cents.
if you want to read the Bible through
to hest sdvantage in a Yyear, we recom-
mend this bock to you. " You will learn
to use the Bible as y read other books,
covering & book or division at a single sit-
ting, and not by the tape-measure method
of %o many chapters or _verses. Bach
weeh's relgln‘ is clearly designated, and
the plan. is so simple that any ordinary
young person may easily Jnd profitably
tolow 1t Try it in 1911

Why we Believe the Bible, Iy. Rev. Dr
H. M. King. 60 cents.

A splendid book on this vital subject.
The plan is shown by the contents, " Light
from the Monuments,” * The Volce of His;
tor; “The Witness of the Bible Itself,
““Ihe Proof from Miracles” *The Testi-
mony from Christian Experience, “ The
Triumphs of Christianity.” This book will
be found exceedingly helpful to the
of its readers in the Divine origin, and
‘rustworthiness of the Bible. It merits
a wide sale and will well reyfay careful

S

uities, With
5 pages.

@eography and Anf
and lllustrations. ©
cen!

There is no other work of which we know
that offers so much matter of real value
for the money on these subjects
book of Dr. Rlurrow‘-. True, it was %
pared 30 years ago, but the great mass
its contents is of permanent value, an
present worth.

w 014 and Wew. By Rev. A. C.
Dixon, D.D.

The fifteen chapters in this hook treat
the most important question of Evangel-
ism in a Seriptural and thoroughly sane

It considers the subject from
many and various view-polnts, and 11-
lumines each with mnn[ scriptural allu-
slons and illustrations from actual expe-
rience in Christian work. 1In days
when so much is being said in our Church
on the subject of Evangelism, this book
shou'd have a very helpful influen: in
applying the principles and metho of
Soul-winning to our young people particu-
larly,

Men and Missions. By Wm. T. Ellis. Pub-
lished by the ﬂ‘f& Times Company.

Price $1 net.
This excellent book deals especially with
sgion in >

h Misslonar rela
o e e y uhm{l how the present
of universal evangelism by

\| nd de:

how men are responding to this heroic
appeal and prineiple. Not the least valu
able material z‘n t‘he h'l):ikn l:mf:ungnl: |tcl;!‘~
Alnllendlct;r-. v ich contain many Prastic;

study, It is within the comp¥
our ;-oun‘ people gencrally and is written
in an attractive and pleasing manner,

vision and Service. By Rev. John Balcom
Shaw, D.D, 60 cen
There 18 a living message running
through this book. No one can read it with-
out wanting to be better, and to do more
pearly like Christ. There are ten chapters
in it., each one applying some great serip
ture truth. The closing chapter, on “ One
Step at a Time,” 18 an appealing word for
ihe New Year, This is a splendid book
for the C. B. Department of our Leagues
to study and circulate.

The !m" Convert's Problems. By Rev.
A Dixon, D.D. 45 cents.
Sound Scriptural exegesis, practical com;

mon sense, warm sympathy, and clear-cu
excellent

Children and the Mome. By FEleanor A.
» Hunter. 60 cents.

This is indeed a grand book. In its 40
chapters are treated as many practical
questions relating to family 1.fe. - It would
be of great benefit to all the homes of our
land and to the nation at large if the prin-
ciples it announces and inculcates were in
universal practice. Give it to your friends
having young growing children. They will
profit by your gift.

volume will

o
» > se who are stbdying
great seryice to those S alsisonary

o
work both in men'nh societies and Sunday
©

e Making of a Teacher. By Dr. Brum-
baugh.  Publ by the S.B. Times
Company. Price $1 net.

‘This book, now in its fourth edition, is
one of the most valuable of its kind. It
has been wiuely studied, and its adoption
by many 8.5, ‘Boards into the Advanced
‘Yeacher Tra nlnﬂ Course shows the high
esteem In which it is held. Our 8.8. teach-
ers can find no book more thoroughly hel‘p-

reparation for their work, than this
We have personally recommended it many
times and do so again now, with pleasure

The Second Chance. By Nellie L. McClung.
Published by Wm. Briggs. §
have enjoyed ' Sowing
Seeds in Danny,” this subsequent book of
v T

ing cheerfulness and good-wil
chapter, affords a most healtl
and moral atmosphere. Pearl Watson s
the same cheery and optimistic soul as in
the former book, and the improvements in
the conditions of the Watson family and
others, are largely due to her sanity and
sound common sense. Readers will gener
ally agree that this book 1s thorou,

enjoyable and good, and join in the
thit Pearl will be heard from again.
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HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE.
(Continued from page 33.)

and responsible task, As a basis of their
revision they, to a certain extent, used
all this material, at least the part of it
that was available to them, and that
could be treated scientifically during the
time within which they did their work.
The result of their work is seen in the
text they have given us in our Revised
Version, in the marginal notes, and in
the appendices.

That we may still better understand
just what facilities are now at the dis-
posal of scholars for undertaking a re-
vision of the Bible we shall next study,
in greater detail, some of the oldest of
these manuscripts and Versions and writ-
ings of the Fathers.

The Universal Book

There is but one universal Book. That
Book Is the Bible. There will never be
another. It is said that some French
skeptics had an ambition to produce one
that might supplant the Holy Scriptures
They were scholars, after their sort, and
were sure the thing could be done. Of
course, every hook must have a first
chapter and a first sentence, and this
new Bible could by no means be an ex-
ception to this rule. Hence a special
committee of extraordinary ability was
appointed to prepare the first chapter.
They well knew that the work would not
command public favor unless the first
chapter and the first verse were at least as
strikingly original and fimportant and
significant as found in the Bible. The
special committee appointed for this work
was confronted by the first matchless sen-
tence of Genesis. There months were
spent in the fruitless attempt to equal it,
and then the task was given up in despair,
and that French Bible has never been
written, and never will be; and so again,
with added emphasis, it may be affirmed
that the Bible is the one and only Univer-
sal Book.—Bishop Mallalleu.

It Means Business

A model young people's soclety will not
be aimless, but will have a vital pur-
pose, It will “do things.” It will pro-
vide ways to study the Bible, modern
needs, and ways to do God's will on
earth. Any live goclety will equip itself
with means to do a larger work in hand.
Any society that is worth while will in-
crease the numbers and efficiency in each
department of the church work. It will
not say, “ These things are too hard, and
we shall just continue to run in the old
ruts.” Suppose we each, this evening,
set a new ideal for our society. Lay out
a few practical plans, and go to work in
earnest.—Service,

The Yvonne Sar-

Road to Happiness. By
re) Published by Andrew Melrose,
London. Price $1.

This is a book of wholesome and help.
ful coumel to youn . Written ln
the form of friendly Ietlern it interesting
ly conveys some wise advice and many ex-
cellent admonitions. There are over 50
chapters, and we have found the majority
of them good reading. Our young women
may safely invest in It

The Bible and Spiritual Criticism. By Dr.

A. T. Plerson. Published by the ker
fl 'h{lor Company, New York. Price
net.

The contents of this book com rl.n the
by the
r. Plerson's ability is
n and his writings .are always
extensively circulated. The 12 chapters of
this hook are intended to give the results
of thorough Bible study to the laity, and
the author’s position is that the Seriptures
absolutely declare themselves to he the
product of Divine inspiration and are not
of private interpretation
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Harry's Birthday

Nannie was spending a week at her
uncle’s, The day she got there was her
(‘ousin Harry’s birthday; he was twelve
vears old. One of his presents was a
new Bible with the story of Jesus' visit
to Jerusalem marked in blue ink. Harry
|..ul l! to Nannie.

!" said Nannie, “ He was just your

Yes,” sald Harry, “and what a lot

he knew! Just think! He was smart

enough to talk with all those wise men

and astonish them. I wish I could do

something like that—something that
would gurprise everybody.”

“You could mind your father and
mother,” said Nannie; “that would be
doing like Jesus, you know."”

Harry looked sharply at his cousin for
a minute, and wondered if she could have
found out that only the day before he
had disobeyed his father.

“How do you know he
he asked.

“*Canse it says so in the story.”

minded them?"

o, it doesn
“0, yes, it doe 1t
went down with them,
zareth, and

says:
and

‘And he
me to Na-
was subject unto them.
Grandma says that means He minded
them. She told us all about it, and we
h-:n-m-d the verse. I'm going to begin

[ am twelve years old to be like
and mind eve word my parents
Begin now, on mur birthds
Who says I don't mind them “Har-
vy asked, and this time his voice was
cross. He went away from Nannie, and
was gone for almost an hour. When he
came back he was pleasant. He
let himself be harnessed for a pony and
be driven by Nannle all about the
grounds. At the big gate they saw Ben
Stuart going out with a pail of milk.

“Hello, Ben" called Harry, “you tell
your brother Carl that T can't go skating
this afternoon; father doesn’t think the
ice is safe.”

Nobody but Harry and
how near Harry had come
his father.—Selected.

Jesus knew
to disobeying

Books for Leaguers

As Rec

EVERYBODY SHOULD POSSESS

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE
AROUND THE WORLD

By GEORGE T. B DAVIS

d in the Ch

members in three years.

God in evangelizing the world.”

in. x 4 in.  Good clear type.
16 black and white illustrations.
Price 15¢

in lilting rhyme.
Saturday Sunset,

Cloth.

The story of a movement for rmuhng uml carrying God’s Word, which
has spread throughout the world in a wonderful manner.
The Sunday School T'imes says :
one of the most remarkable evidences, since the days of Pentec
eager desire and unswerving purpose of the Holy Spirit to use the Word of

This hook gives the history and origin of the Pocket Testament League.
Price 25¢c. a copy, postpaid.

THE PICTORIAL POCKET TESTAMENT

Issued in connection with the Pocket Testament League. Size 3 in
Well printed.

Postage 5c. extra,

A Charming Easter Remembrance

HEART FORGET-ME-NOTS

By AMY E. CAMPBELL
Daintily bound in cloth, white and gold. Price 75c. net, postpaid,
“Phis little volume in white and gold holds many sweet thoughts told
Miss Campbell is particularly in sympathy with nature.”

For Epworth League Study and Reading Circles

A WREATH OF CANADIAN SONG

Containing Biographical Sketches and Numerous Selections
from Canadian Poets.
By C. M. WHYTE-EDGAR

Illustrated. $1.25 net, postpaid,

Over 100,000
“The narrative is
of the

. X 44
Nicely bound, 17 colored a

William Brigg

AND OF ALL BOOKSELLERS

RlCH‘:‘?s;;TD ST, Toronto
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wols and Young People’s Societies
of the Methodist Church.

ta & year, A Clubof six, $2.60.
t after term of subscription

Subscription Price : 50 ot
The Paper will not be s

expires,

ﬂuhrr‘punnl should always be sent to the Publisher,
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All other mattet pcerning the Paper should be sent to
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What Lord Cromer Did
The following is an essay on Egypt by
even-year-old Blackburn school girl:

aol noted for making bricks
and he had his name stamped on ever,
brick. He was a very extravagant ruler,
and in 1879 he brought the country into
debt and opp 1 the people, and they
had to work for nothing. He was very
eruel. England then sent Lord Cromer,
and he has ruled Egypt wisely and well
To-day it is a wealthy country.”

“Take Heed!"”

How many lads know the fact that in
olden days “Take heed!" was the mili-
tary word used instead of “ Attention!”
“Take heed to your exercise, musket-
eers!” was Marlborough's word of com-
mand, in place of the modern * Atten-
tion, company!” To take heed in the
battle of life is indeed a necessary thing,
and being heedless is not only foolish,
but extremely dangerous. “I hears, but
1 takes no heed!” was the saucy answer
of a colored boy to his teacher once. It
is needless to say that he did not turn
out a Booker T. Washington, but a
worthless failure instead. The spirit of
his answer is found in many foolish
boylsh hearts today. It is always a
spirit that works Iits owner harm.—
Selected.

Duly Endorsed

Mr. J. Plerpont Morgan, the well-
known American millionaire, at a recent
diocesan conventlon, amused a group of
clergymen with a story of a minister

“He was as ignorant, this good man,
of financial matters,” sald Mr. Morgan,
“as the average financler is ignorant of
matters eccleslastical. He once recelved
a check—the first he had ever got in his
life—and took it to a bank for payment.

“*But you must endorse the cheque,
sald the clerk, returning it over the
counter.

“‘Endorse {t? sald the old minister,
in puzzled tone.

“*‘Yes, of course.
on the back.’

“*1 see' sall the minister. And,
turning the cheque over, he wrote across
the back of it

“¢] heartily endorse this cheque

It must be endorsed

A young man home from college, wish-
ing to inspire his little sister with awe
for his learning, pointed to a star, and
solemnly sald

“ 8is, do you see that bright little lum-
inary? It's bigger than this whole
world."”

“No 'taint,” sald Sis.

“Yes, it is," declared the young col-
legian

“Then why don't it keep off the raln?"
was the triumphant rejoinder.
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SPECIAL PRICES
TO YOUNG MEN

Total abstainers
insurance at spe
and they can do

Equity Life Assurance
Company of Canada

The

hould get their
ally low prices,
s0 from the

average premium charged by
the Bquity for a twenty-payment
Life Policy s less than the average
premium charged by ot
twenty-fi

payment
zaving of fiv IS
saving of on

clear
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miums
the cost any object to the ri

1f so, ask for particulars. Address

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Building, TORONTO

P
| A Tire With a
'| Perfect Record

Very few inventions have left
the inventor's hands in the finish-
ed form, but the Dunlop Bicycle
Tire has been perfection since 1888
No other Tire has been tried that
came anywhere near the standard
of the Tire that carried the slogan:
“These are the only Tools you'll
need.” .

If Bicycles could speak they
would sing the praises of the Dun-
lop Tires. “Dunlops” add to the
days of the Bicycle by smoothing

out jolts and saving the cost of
repairs. Dunlop Tires are manu
factured by an excluglve process

You simply cannot get Dunlop Per
fection unless you equip your Bi
cycle with Dunlop Tires.

The Dunlop Tire and Rubber
Goods yCompany, Limited
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der Engraving Co.
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Church Reports, Topio Cards, ete.
work at moderate prices.
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number Incroases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

1s just the kind of school they have been
looking for. It {s NOT ONE OF THE
MOST EXPENSIVE schools, but it is
ONE OF THE BEST. It stands for
health, Inspiration, reflnement, vigor,
sincerity and good sense in the eduoca-
tion of girls and young women.

For CATALOGUK address—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St Thomas, On

Albert College,
roee”  Belleville, Ont.

inance
is one of the leading schools of practical cducation
in Canada. Attendance doubled in the last three
years,

$54.60 pays Board, Room, Tuition, Electrie
Light, use of Baths, Gymnagium, all but books and
laundry, for twelve weeks—longer period at
reduced prices.

$30.00 pays Tuition alone
scholastio year.

A staff of experienced specialists give individ-
ual instruction in five distinct courses. An even-
ass FREE for all registered students in this

for the entire

ing cli
department. GRADUATES HOLDING THE BEST
POSITIONS. Candidates pre early for

pared year! the
examinations held by the Institute of Chartered
Accoun Ontario and for Commercial
| Specialists,
£ar Special attention given to Matrioulation;
gu‘.fnm Courses, Elocution, Fine Art, Physical
ulture.

For Illustrated Calendar, address—
PRINCIPAL DYER, M.A, D.D.

and Ontario Conservatory of
Music and Art, Whitby, Ont.

Ideal home life in a beautiful
castle, modelled after one of
the palatial homes of English
aristocracy

| Ontario
Ladies’
College

The latest and best equipment in every
department, backed up by the largest and
strongest staff of speclalists to be found in
similar college in Canada ufficiently

to s advantages in

and y from its dis-
an atmosphere and environ

st conducive to mental, moral and
stamina nd for new {llustrated

2
calendar,

REV, J. J. HARE, Pu.D., Principal.

ALLOWED ON

SAVINGS AGCOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out-of-Town Clients,
offering special facilities for

PREPARE FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND
RESPONSIBILITY BY ATTENDING

| TORONTO ONT.
This school enjoys & widespread patronage, Enter now.
Catalogue free,

i by Mail.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN 8 SAVINGS COY.
26.KING ST.E, TORONTD




