D orR O DDD 000

Ver

Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes tochnit}ucs et bibliographiques

The Instituts has attempted to obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Features of this

wxcopy which may be bibliographically unique, -

which may alter any of the images in ths
reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual rr!ethod of filming, are checked below.

0

This itemvis ﬁlmed at the reduction ratio checked balow/

- Couverture de couleur ' )

<

Coloﬁred covers/ .

Covers damaged/ . o
Couverture endommagée

Covers res%red and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le-titre de couverture manque

Colourod maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Colomed ink (i.e. othor than'blue or black)/

Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illisstntions/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleu

Bound with other material/ ~
Relié avec d‘autres documents -

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

Lareliure serrée pesut causer de I'ombre ou de ia
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may

appear within the text/ Whenever possible, these '

have been omitted from filming/
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
fors d’une restauration appagraissent dans ie texte,

mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n ‘ont’

pas été mmm

/
Addmonat commoms /
Commentaures supplémentanrcs

-

O

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur axemplaire

qu‘il lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui psuvent modifier

‘'une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une

madification dans la méthode normaie de filmage
sont indiqués ci-dessous. .

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur . .

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Péges restored and/or laminated/ -
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured, stained or foiéd)
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages‘ detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/

Transparence .

.

- Qualfty of print varies/
‘Qualité inégale de I'impression
g .
Includes supplementary material/
_Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

0

Only edition ’av_ailable/
Seule édition disponibie

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata
slips, tissues, etc.. have been refilmed to
ensure’'the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement
obscuccies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure,
etc., ont été filmées 3 nouveau de facon a

- obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Ce documont est f'lmé au taux _de réduction indiqué cl-dossoys. -7 ' ' «

- 14X 18X

30X

10X«

2x

12X 168X

24X 28X



T

—



House of Cam

<

. o

mons Debates

)

“/FOURTH SESSION—SIXTH PARLIAMENT.

. 'SPEECH OF HON. EDWARD BLAKE,. MP,

’

ROYAL ASS

ENT TO BILLS.

FRIDAY, 28ts MARCH, 1890.

Mr. BLAKE. I wish to call the attention of the
Ministers and the House to a question of parlia-
mentary privilege which arises on the proceedings
that took place here and in the other House
on Wednesday, and I call attention to it at the
earliest moment after the Votes and Proceedings
have been placed before us. By referring to those
Votes and Proceedings, it will be seen that you,
Sir, reported to us.a Message which you received
from the secretary of His Excellency the Governor
General, bearing date 24th March, informing as
that : .

““The Honorable Sir Willinm Ritchie, acting as Deputy
to His Excellency tbe(rovernor General,will proceed to the
Senate Chamber on Wednesday, the 26th inst., at 4 o’clock-
in the ufternoon, for the purpose of giving assent to the
Bills which have passed the Senate and the House of
Comunons during tEe present Session.”” '

And at a subsequent period, after the members of
this House had attended the Senate, you reported
to us that His Honor the Deputy Governor had been.
pleased to give assent, in Her Majesty’s name. to
certain Bills, numbering thirty-two or thirty-three.
At the moment I thought that these did not com-
pfise all the Bills passed during the present Session

-uptothattime,and upon further enquiry I find there

areseveralimportant Billsomitted—aboutseventeen
altogether on which no action whatever was takei.
The constitutional rule'of old standing is that to all
Bills which have passed through all tlg'xe stages, and
are, a§ far as the two Houses are concerned, ready
to become law, the Royal Assent is due and should
be given on the first occasion on which it is given to
any Bills. A prominent and marked instance of a
violation of this rule was one which occurred in the,
time of the first Charles, in the Session prior to the

i
§
i

Oxford Parliament, when it formed the subject
of a. conference by a joint committee of both
Houses. This conference agreed on the general
principle, which is well understood, that the
Royal Assent is due to all Bills which have passed
both Houses ; and the modern practice in England

is, owing to the length of the Sessions, to bave.

numerous commissions during a lon%Session for the
purpose of giving Royal Assent to Bills, from time
to time, as they: are ripe for assent. These English

commissions are limited. The Commissioners are-

given power to assent to only certain named Bills,
and, consequently, they can assent to no others.
Therefore, to avoid the inconvenience and breach of
the constitutional rule which might arise should a
fresh Bill become ripe for assent in the few days
between the appointmeént’ of the commission and
the Royal Assent, it is the custom of both "Houses
not to press forward any such measures to the
final stage in-that interval.
plete, in order that there may be no other Bill
ready for assent on the day when the Royal
Assent ig‘igiven to the Bills named. It seems to
me-there has been, for some cause which I do not
understand, and will not attempt to characterise,
a violation ef the ancient and wholesome consti-
tutional rule on this occasion ; for which violation,
of course, the Ministers'who are responsible to the
Crown, and to. the people, must answer tous. I
now merely bring this question before the House

without further-action; and it seems to meitis -

important for us to consider whether we should
“not assert by resolution the constitutional rule, so
that this infringement may not ‘be drawn into
a precedent.
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