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A P L A H &G.

MUCrt has been faid on the Subjeft of

the difputes with our Brethren in North
America—Each party complains, and the cry of
redrefs is echoed from one end of the land to the

Other, as well among ourfelves as among them.

Some think they already feel the evil, and all

pretend to forefce its long train of deftruftive

confequences; yet nobody feems hitherto to havd

firuck at the root of it ;-^and whether from a
want of difcernment, or from ferret or party

motives, no gne has even gone fo fafj as to

affign the true caufe of its exiftence.

If this was enquired into, it would perhaps be
found, that it proceeds from our having changed

:

«
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gradually in our national Circumftances, while

our conftitutional Laws have remained the fame.

The Laws of Parliament indeed have varied,

and do vary every SefTion^'yer thofe relating to

Colonization and Comnfei^ce, have not been al-

tered often enough, nor properly adapted to

times and circumftances.

*l

Many of the other Laws of GovernnaeiTf,

which may have been^ very proper when thejF

were made, are now no longer fo, although ftifl«

in force.

It has only been at critical times, and often

at the eve of general danger, that great changes

in the canftitutian haive beta brought about.—

We are now at or": of thcfe cricieal periods,

which threatens no lefj than the defcflion of a

great part of the community^ and' by thus di-

viding our flrength, a rcdudnon of ihat Power

and Pre-eminence which we have ft> long en-

joyed over moft other nations of the known
>world»

ft
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It therefore becomes the duty of every indi-

vidual, to contribute all that he can to avert the

impending Evil, and if poflible, to render it the

means of future Good.

i

It is with this view, that the following "Plan

is fubmitted to the confideration of the Public,

in the full Iwpe, that thofe who may difapprove

it, will point out fomething better.

It is propofed.

That the Board of Trade and Planta-

tions be converted into a Supreme Council of

Colonies and Commerce,

That a certain limited Deputation be fent

to that Council, from the Houfe of Peers,

compofed of the different claffes.

That a like Deputation be fent from

the Houfe of Commons

,

That thefe Deputations be chof«n by-

Ballot, at the opening of the new Councils

and afterwards at the meeting of cverynew

Parliament 5 or as often as any of the mem-

bers
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bers fo chofen, fhall happen to die or to

rcfign.

That a certain limited number of his

Majefty's mod Honourable Privy Council,

be alfo named Members of this propofed

Supreme Council of Colonies and Commerce,

That there be chofen by Ballot, by thd

Members of the Aflemblies of the different

Provinces of Britifli America and «!» Weft

India Idands, a certain number, in pro^

portion to that of the inhabitants of fuch

Provinces and Iflands, to reprefent them

in this Supreme Council,

That the number of Members in general

of the faid Council, thus to be defied,

be previoufly fixed by the Law to be paffed

for the purpofe of eftablifliing thefe regu-

lations, in proportion as the number of

Inhabitants of Great Britain fliall be found

to be, to thofe of the Colonies; in order

that the Reprefentation may, as nearly as

poiTible, be equal ; and as Population in

fome of thefe Colonies is thought to dou-

ble

:
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fek every twenty-five years, the gc»ieral

Aeprefentation to be new modelled at every

fych Period.

That the Peputies of the Houfes of

Lords and Commons in the Supreme Court-

fil, Ihall be debarred from holding any

place or Office under the Crown, but be

allowed, on account of their extraordinary

Attendance pn the Bufmefs of the Nation,

^. per ai)num eacli. - •:
,

That the Reprefentatives of the Colo-

nies and Weft India Iflands, be alfo allowed

fuch an annual Salary as the General Aflem-

blies of thofe Provinces or Iflands, accord-

ing to their different circumftances, ihall

judge fulHcient, for their attendance in like

manner on public Bufinefs,

That the Reprefentatives of the Colonies

and Iflands be chofen for Life, fubjed: only

to be removed or difplaced, on proof of
their accepting of any Place, Penfion, or

Bribe : thus all former obje(5lions to Ame-
rican reprefentation, will be rcmpyed.

That

^
|-r»r >. iHiOi Ma •tm ~'l
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That the fame Salary now paid to the

Commiflioners of the Board of Trade, be

allowed to fuch of the Members of his

Majefty's Privy Council, as he Ihall name

Supreme Counfellers of Colenies and Com-

That the Lord Chancellor, the Bifliop

of London, and the other ex officio Mem -

berj. of the prefent Board of Trade, be alfo

Members of this Council.

That this Council fo chofen, be fiim-

moned to meet in London on

for the difpatch of Bufinefs, and to con-

tinue to fit, or be prorogued from time to

time, in the fame manner as the Houfes

of Parliamenta
\\:.M, .i --r h, fiufif! -j-^n

That the Council be empowcr'd to re-

peal, alter, or amend, all Laws relative to

Trade and Plantations, whether particular-

ly regarding the Trade of Great-Britain, or

the affairs in general of any of the Britifli

Cobnies or lilands, ,
1^ } iuJi ~

Thr.
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That all new Laws propofed to be ena6l-

ed by the faid Council, (hall be fcnt firft to

the Houfe of Commons ; and after being

read there, and amended if thought necef-

fary, fhall be fent from thence to the Houfe

of Peers for the like purpofe; from whence

to be returned to the SupremeCouncil, which

fhall be at liberty to approve or difapprove

of fuch Amendments.

fiim-

Thr.

Am

That (hould the Majority of the Members
of the Council perfift in their firft refolu-

tions, although contrary, perhaps, either to

the opinion of the Houfe of Peers, or the

Houfe of Commons, (which are both there

reprefented by their Deputies) the Speakers

of both Houfes of Parliament fliall, on the

third prefentation of fuch Afts of Council,

write on the fame. Read in full JJfembly,—
and approved,—'Or difapproved, a-

gainft. _
That the A^ls thus returned and pafled

in Council, Ihall be prefented in the Houfe
of Lords to the King, who alone fhall

have the negative power in with-holding

his Royal aflent, in liie fame manner as

C has

awwiwDw in^ II I ,1 1 %.<
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has hitherto been the praftice, in refpeft to

the united Ads of the two Houfes of Par-

liament.

That all Law-fuits in the Colonies may be

appealed in the laft refort to the Supreme

Council.

! 1

i «?

That the povver of the fard Council be,

however, exprefsly limited to the affairs in

general of the Colonics and Iflands, and to

the particular matters of Trade orCommerce

of the Mother Country.

That all the Laws hitherto enaded by the

Britilh- Parliament, whether concerning our

home trade, or American poffeflions, be

enforced with vigour, until repealed, al-

tered or amended by the propofed Supreme

Council, , . .

That for this pwrpofe, a Fleet be ordered

to be fitted out, with a fiifficient number of

Frigates, Bomb-ketches, Sloops, and Ten-

ders, as well as a fufficient number of Ma-
rines, to fail for the Coaft of North-Ame-

rica.

itv^
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rica, and block up every Port and Harbour

of liich of the refraftory Colonies, that re-

fufe obedience to the Laws, as they now, or

hereafter may Hand.

That the Damages fuftained by the Eaft

India Company, and others, by the Teas

deftroyed in different places of North-Ame-
rica, fhall be afcertained by a Jury, accord-

ing to the Forms of Law of the Court of

King*s-Bench, and Satisfadion demanded

of the Aggreflbrs ; to be levied at thofe

places in fuch manner as the Governor and

Council of the Province fliall judge the mod:

cfFedual.

Should tkh PJan fo far as it relates to the af-

fairs of North-Atnerica, and to the Trade of

Great Britain, be approved,—It mi^hr be fur-

ther fuggeftcd '

To new model at the next general Eleflion

our Reprefentatbn in the Houfc of Com-
mons, by making it equal over all Great-

Britain, inproportion to the number of Inha-

bitants.

To eftablifh an equal Land-Tax in every

Part of the Britifli Dominions, o be paid by

C 2 th

»:
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the Tenants on the real Rents, or on the

juil value of the Lands, if pofTeffcd by the

Proprietors.

To regulate the Provifion for the Clergy,

and to make their yearly Stipends payable

in Money, in proportion to the real Rents or

value of the Lands.

To limit the Size of Farms, in order the

more to increafe Population, and encourage

Agriculture.

To alter and amend the Marriage-A<5t for

the like falutary purpofes.

To take off fuch of the prefcnt Taxes on

the Neceflaries of L,ife, as affeft thepoor and

induftrious part of the Nation, and in lieu

thereof, to tax Batchelors, Domeftick Ser-

vants, Horfes and Dogs,

To take off the Excife on Provifions, and

in lieu of it, to lay a Tax on all Doors and

Chimneys of theHoufes of the Inhabitants,

in order that the poorer Sorts of the People,

who cannot afford to be well lodged, may

fit

m
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at lead, eat and drink at a cheap rate; and

not be tempted to emigrate, by not being

able to live at home.

:^mi

To fupprefs Smuggling, by the only effec-

tual means of doing, it,—that of taking

away the Temptation.—The abolition ofthe

Excife on Provifions will partly do this, and,

to compleat the work, the duties of Guftoms

might be reduced to a moderate rate, on the

real value of all Exports, and double that

rate on the Imports; which value, can beft

be afcertained by the Proprietors of the

Goods, who will take care not to defraud the

Revenue for a Trifle, when anyCuftomhoufe

Officer, or others, can take thofe Goods, on

paying one tenth part more than the decla-

red value J and this without any form or

procefs of Law.

If therefore only fmall Duties are paid on

Importation of Goods, no Drawbacks at Ex-
portation can be expelled, and then the Re-

venue will no longer be grofbly defrauded in

this matter.

-M
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T& lay before the Supreme Council, true

States of our Tra3e with European Nations,

in order, that Treaties of Commerce may

be made with thofe Nations, for the mutual

Benefit of the Trade of joth.

To lay open the Eaft India Trade at the

expiration of theprefent Charter of the Com-
pany, which ought to be indemnified for

its Forts and Settlements, by Government,

on taking poffeffion of the territorial Reve-

nues in India.

I

4i!

/

n

\}l

To make a new Coinage both of Gold

and Silver, and to fubje<5t our Coin to fuch

a Duty, as other Nations do theirs, elfeour

Money will conftanily center in their Coffers
j

and we in time, have little left at home but

Paper Currency, which, though it may pafs

for Money among ourfelves, will not pafs

among our Neighbours on the Continent.

To reduce the legal Intereft on real Secu-

rity to 4 per Cent, leaving it to vary on perfenal

Security, from 4 to 8 per Cent per Annum,

according to Circumftances, in order that

Men

^1

I'.
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Men ill Trade may not be kept out of their

money by litigious Debtors, without a fuit-

able Equivalent ; and that others, who arc

obliged to borrow on perfonal Security, may

openly offer, 5, 6, 7 or 8 per Cent, per An-

num, to money'd Men of Charader, rather

than be compelled to fubmit to a much higher

Intereft, through the Channel of Annuity-

Brokers, &c.

To limit the Credit on Goods bought to

months, or any fhortcr Term
that the Parties may agree upon, on the

Penalty of paying the higheft legal perfonal

Intereft for any retarded Payment : in order

that Merchants, Wholefale Traders, and

^Manufacturers, may be prevented from

launching out too far beyond their Capitals,

and confcquently from Bankruptcy and

Ruin.

To prevent Churchmen from enjoying

more than one Living, and to make the

Livings more equal—none to exceed ;f. 1000

a year, nor any to be lefs than £. 200, after

the Deaths of the prefcnt Incumbents;—fuch
regulations

* ?
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regulations being only meant to take place,

as they fliall happen to drop off.

To prevent mouern Patriotifin from im-

peding his Majetty's Minifters in the duty

of their feveral Offices, by taking away the

Temptation ;—For this purpofe it is hoped

the Men now in Place, will fhew themfclves

true Patriots, by confenting to lerve for

half the prefent yearly emoluments, until

the national Debt be brought under Fifty

Millions.—They will thus be the more in-

cited to accomplifh this Point as foon as

poffible, and the means will be eafy, by

the favings propofed in the mode of col-

lefting the revenue, and the greatly en-

creafed amount of it.

Let the church lands, as the livings Ihall

happen to fall, be appropriated to the ufe

of the King.

Let fome badge of honour or diftvndtion

be bellowed on the Members of the Su-

preme Council, to encourage them to per-

fevere in bringing about the neceffary re-

gulations

'.'^:
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golations in what comes under their cog-

nizance.

Finally, lets" ranks and degrees unite, in

tcllifying their love and gratitude to the

beft of Princes, under whofe mild govern-

ment, they will thus be reconciled in their

JDolitical Interefts, in all the four quarters

of the Globe •, and, in the fullnefs of their

hearts, can they do lefs than proclaim that

benign Prince, Emperor of Great Britain^

and of all its widely extended foreign Domi-

7iions^ forming the greateft and moft pow-

erful Empire^ that has ever yet exifted ?—-Or,

can it efcape them on this joyful occafion,

to think of building a Palace, fuitable to

the Grandeur of fuch a Potentate?

The Author hopes it will fufficiently appeaf-

from every thing that he has ventured to fuggeft,

that he is no Party-Man \—that he has no place or

penfion -,—and that if he has any felfifti views, they

can only be fuch, as are ftrongly connected with

the public good.—He alfo hopes, that he is fuf-

ficiently prepared to anfwer any objections that

may be darted, by thofe who are not fo indepen-

D dent.
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dent, and with whofe private Intereft his ideas^

may therefore happen to cialh.

He thinks it almoft needlefs to «dd, that he

has not communicated his Plan, to any minifterial,

or anti-minifterial man ; nor to any perfon con-

neded with the people of North-America, or the

Weft Indies.—-He V mmits it entirely to the

public at large : happy, if his poor endeavours,

can in any way cement the neceflary connexion,

between the charader of a good Citizen and that

of a loyal Subject :—-And furely common equity

requires, that, if we wifh the Crown to give up,

in any degree, the influence that it has been gra-

dually acquiring by means of Places and Penfions,

ever lince the Revolution ; we ought in fomc

other way, to ftrengthen the hand that weilds the

fceptre, and add to the Glory of the Sovereign^

\ti proportion to the excenfion of dominion.

j ..

FINIS.
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