
MEMORIAL
To Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Premier of the Dominion 

of Canada

From the Chiefs of the Shuswap, Okanagan and 

Couteau Tribes of British Columbia

Presented at Kamloops, B.C., August 25, 1910

Dvar Sir ami FaHier,—We take this 
opportunity of your visiting Kam
loops to speak a lew words lo you. 
We welcome you here, and we are 
glati we have met you in our coun
try. We want you to be (interested in 
us, and to understand more fully* the 
conditions under wliieh we live. We 
expect much of you as t tie head of 
this great Canadian nation, and feel 
confident that you will sue that we 
receive fair and honorable treatment 
Our confidence in you has increased 
ituce we have noted of late the alti
tude of your government towards the 
Im/utii righto moxemetit of this coun
try and we hope that with your help 
our wrongs may at last he righted. 
We speak to you the more freely be
cause you are a member of the while 
race with whom we first became ac
quainted, anil which we call in our 
tongue “real whites." One hundred 
years next year they came amongst 
us here at Kamloops and erected a 
trading post. After the ether whites 
came to this country in 1858 we dif
ferentiated them from the first whites 
as their manners were so much (li 
ferent, and wv applied the term “real 
whites" to the latter (viz., the lur- 
t radi i's of the Northwest and Hudson 
Hay companies.! As the great ma

jority of the companies’ employees 
were French speaking, the term lat
terly became applied by us as a de
signation for the whole French raw. 
The "real whites” we found were 
good people. We could depend on 
I heir word, and wv trusted and re
spected them. They tfid not interfere 
with us nor attempt to break up our 
tribal organizations, laws and cus
toms. They did not try to force their 
conceptions of things on us to our 
harm. Nor did they stop us from 
catching fish, hunting, etc. They nev- 
i r t:6vd to steal or appropriate our 
country, nor take our food and fife 
from us. They acknowledged our ow
nership of the country, and treated 
our chiefs as mm. They were the 
first to find us in this country. We 
never asked them to come here, but 
nevertheless we treat'd them kindly 
and liosp;-tably and helped them all 
wv could. They had made themselves 
(as it were) our guests. Wv treated 
them as such, and then waited to see 
what they would do. As we found 
they (frill us no harm our friendship 
with them became lasting. Because 
of this we have a’warm heart to the 
French n! the prisent day. We ex
pect good from Canada. When they 
first came among us there were o»uy 
Indians’ here They found the people
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of each tribe supreme in their own 
territory, and having tribal boundar
ies known and recognized by all. The 
country of each tribe was just the 
same as a very large farm or ranch 
(belonging to all the people of the 
tribe) from which they gathered their 
food. On it they had game which 
they hunted for food and clothing, 
etc ; tisfo which they got in plenty fur 
food; grass and vegetation on which 
their horses grazed and the game liv
ed, and much of which furnished ma
terials for manufactures, ci tv, stone 
which furnished pipes, utensils, and 
tools, etc , trees which furnished tire- 
wood, mat.-rials for houses and uten
sils; plants, roots, seeds, nuts and 
berries which grew abundantly and 
were gathered in their season just the 
same as the i rops on a ranch, and us
ed for food; minerals, shells, etc., 
which were used for ornament and 
for paints, etc.1; water which was free 
to all. Thus tire, water, food, cloth
ing and all the necessaries of life were 
obtained in abundance from the lands 
of each tribe, and all the people had 
equal rights of access to everything 
t:,ey required. You will see the ranch 
of each tribe was the same as its 
hf. . and without it the people could 
not have lived Just 52 years ago the 
other whites came to this country. 
They found us just the same as the 
lirst or “real whites'' had found us, 
only we had larger bands of horses, 
had some cattle, and in many places 
we cultivated the land. They found 
us happy, healthy, strong and numer
ous Each tribe was still living in its 
own “house” or in other words on 
its own “ranch ' No one «interfered 
with our rights, nor dispu till our 
possession of our own “houses” and
• ranches," viz., our homes and'lives. 
We were friendly and helped these 
whites also, for had we not learned 
the first whites had done us no harm? 
Only when some of them kilbsl us 
we revenged on them. Then we 
thought there are some had ones am
• ■ng them, but surely on the whole

the queen's pci-ph And w had a'- 
re.idy heard vreat things about the 
iiiicri «r*‘in the “real whites.” We 
ox" c! i d her subjects would do us no 
ii. rin, hut rather improve ns by ,r v- 

.
'

r..,;■! (|n \t lii. t they looked only 
I ,1 w knew* the lattei W ; ..nr

property, but as we did not use it
much nor need it to live by we did 
not objict to Unir search1',ng for d 
They told us, “Your country is rich 
and you will be made wealthy by our 
comimr. We wish just to pass over 
your lands ». 11 qu. at of gold. ' loon 
they miv. the country was good, and 
some oi tli, m mai'c up their m ,.d • in 
settle in it. They eommnited to take 
up pieces of land here and time. 
They told us they wanted only the 
use of these pieces of land for a few 
years, and then would hand them back 
to us in an improved condition; mean
while they would give us some of ti e 
products iliy mistd for the loan of 
our land. Thus they commenced to 
enter our “houses,” or live on our 
"ranches.” With us when a person 
enters our house he becomes our 
guest, and we must treat him hos
pitably as long us he shows no hos
tile intentions. At the same time we 
expect him to return to us equal 
treatment for what he receives. Some 
of our chiefs said, “These people wish 
to lie partners with us in our coun
try. We must, therefore, he the same 
as brothers to them, and live as om 
family. We will share equally in ev
erything—half and half—in land, wat
er and timber, etc. What is ours trill 
be theirs, and what is theirs will be 
ours We will help each other to be 
great and good " The whites made 
a government in Victoria—perhaps 
the queen made It. We have heard it 
stated both ways. Their chiefs dwelt 
there. At this time they did not 
deny the Indian tribes owned the 
whole country and everything in it 
They told us we did. We Indians were 
lmpeful We trusted the whites and 
waited patiently for their chiefs to 
declare Unir intentions towaid us 
and our lands We knew what had 
been done in the neighboring states, 
and we remembered what we had 
heard about the queen being so good 
to the Indians and that her laws rar- 
tveil out by her chiefs were always 
1st and liettrr than the American 

laws Presently chiefs (government 
officials, etc ) commenced to visit us, 
and had talks with some of our 
chiefs They told i s to have no fear, 
the queen's laws would prevail in this 
ini ntry, and everything would le will 
for the Indians lure They sa d a \t\\ 
larre réserva Von would he staked off 
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thi1 II.bal lain!» outside of li Is re- 
i>i i val ion the government would buy 
from us for while s V lenient They 
let us think Ibis would lie done nun, 
and niianwlii'e ml I this reserve was 
iet apart, end our lands settled for, 
tin > uss.imt i s we would ha\c per
il •• I Itvetlum of traveling and ca pping 
and tlie : ame 1 Un ities as from time 
immemorial to hunt, fish, gra e and 
•iallivr our food suppKev win rev, r we 
di si ml; also that all hails, land, 
water, timber, elv., would le ns fice 
of aveess to us as formerly. Our 
chiefs were agreeahlp to these propo
sitions, so we waited for treat I s to 
lie made, and everything sett Id. We 
had never known white chies to 
break their word so we trended. In 
the meanwhile white settlement pro
gressed. Our chiefs held us fin check 
They said, “Do nothing against the 
whites. Something we do not under
stand retards them fr m keeping ti.eir 
promise. They will do tire square 
tiling by us in the end." What have 
we reached for our good faith, 
friendliness and patience? Gradually 
as the whites of this country became 
nioie and more powerful, and we less 
and less powerful, tluy little by little 
changed their pokey towards us, and 
commenced to put restrictions on us. 
Tliutr govcrnmmt or chiefs have tak
en every advantage of our friendli
ness, weakness and ignorance to im
pose on us in every way They treat 
us as subjects without any agreement 
to that effect, and force their laws on 
us without our consent, and irrespec
tive of whether they are good for us 
or uot. They say they have author
ity over us. They have broken down 
our old laws and customs (no matter 
bow good) by which we regulated our
selves. They laugh at our duels and 
brush them aside. Minor affairs am
ongst ourselves, which do not affect 
them in the least, and which we can 
easily settle better than they can, 
they drag into their courts. They 
enforce their own laws one way for 
the rich white man, one way for the 
poor while, and yet another for He 
Indian. They have knocked down (the 
same as) the posts of all the IniB'.an 
tribes They say tin re are no lines, 
except what they make. They have 
taken possession of all the Indian 
country and claim it as their own 
.lust tin- same as taking the "h use" 
M • lac.cli" and, theic'ci. , the life <•■'

every Indian tithe in ; o t\,ir posses
sion. They have never consulted us in 
any of these matters, nor made any 
agreement, nor signed any papers 
wülh us. They have stole i onr lands 
mid everything <n them and continue 
to use same for thrtr own purposes. 
Tli.y tie. t vs as bss than children, 
and allow us no sav in anything. 
They say the Imrans know nothing, 
and own nothing, yet their power 
and wealth has come from our be
longings. The queen's law which we 
believe guaranteed us our rights, the 
D. ('. government has tramp!-:d under 
foot. This is how our guests haw 
treated us—the brothers we reieived 
hospitably in our house. After a 
time when th.-y saw that our patience 
might get exhaust'd and that we 
nkght cause trouble if we thought all 
the land was to be occupied by 
whites they set aside many small re
servations for us here and there over 
lhe country. This was their proposal 
not ours, and we never accepted these 
reservations as settlement for any
thing, nor did we sign any papers or 
make any treaties about same. They 
thought we would be sn tils lied with 
this, but we never have been satis
fied and never will be until we get 
our rights. We thought the setting 
apart of these reservations was the 
commencement of some scheme they 
had evolved for our benefit, and that 
they would now continue until they 
had more than fulfilled their promises 
hut although we have watted long we 
have been disappointed. We have al
ways felt the injustice done us, but 
we did not know how to obtain re
dress We knew it was useless (o go 
to war. What could we do? Even 
your government at Ottawa, into 
whose charge we had been handed by 
the H. (V government, gave us no en
lightenment We had no powerful 
friends. The 1 licit an agents and Indian 
office at Victoria appeared to neglect 
us Some offers of help in the way 
of agricultural implements, schools, 
medical attendance, aid to the aged, 
te , from the Indian department were 

at first refused by many of our chiefs 
or were never petitioned for, because 
for a time we thought the Ottawa 
aid Victoria governments were the 

ime as one, and these things would 
lie charged against its and rat; at ns 
payment fi r our land, etc. Thus we 
I'..! alun" the best Way we could and



asked (or nothing. For a time we 
did not feel the stealing of our lands, 
etc., very heavily. As the country 
was sparsely settled we still had con
siderable liberty in the way of hunt
ing, fishing, grazing, etc., over by far 
the most of it. However, owing to 
increased settlement, etc., in late 
years this has become changed, and 
we are '.icing more and more restrict
ed to our reservations, which in most 
places are unlit or Inadequate to 
maintain us. Kxcept wo can get fuSr 
play we can see we will go to the 
wall, and most of us lie reduced to 
beggary or to continuous wage slav
ery We have also learned lately that 
the British Columbia government 
claims absolute ownership of our re
servations, which means that we are 
practically landless. We only have a 
loan of those reserves in life rent, or 
at the option of the 1$ (’. govern
ment. Thus we liiid ourselves with
out any real home in this our own 
country. In a petition signed by four
teen of our chiefs and sent to your 
Indian department, .Inly. Itltis, we 
pointed out the disabilities under 
which we labor owing to the ina.lc 
quacy of most of our reservations, 
some having hardly any good land, 
others no irrigation water, etc . mu 
limitations re pasture lands for stock 
owing to fencing of so-called govern
ment lands by whites; tire severe re
strictions put on us lately by the 
government rv bunting and fishing , 
l lie depletion of salmon by over fish
ing of the whites, and other matters 
affecting us. In many places we are 
debarred from camping, traveling, ga
thering roots ami obtaining wood and 
water as heretofore. Our people are 
lined and imprisoned for breaking the 
game and lish laws and using the 
same game and fish which wr were 
told would ulways be ours foi mod. 
Gradually we arc lieco tiling regard id 
as tn spasseis ov. r a large port ion of 
this our country. Our old people say, 
“How are we to live If the govern- 
mint takes our food from us they 
must ;-i\ • ns i.Un r loud in its place." 
Conditions nf living have been thrust 
on us which we d>'d not expect, and 
wI*eh we consider in great measure 
unnecessary and injurious MV have no 
grudge against tin- while race a 
whole nor against the settlers, but 
we want to have an equal chance 
with them of making a liv'iig MV

welcome them to this country It is 
not in most cases their laull. They 
have taken up and ’improved and palul 
for their lands in good faith It is 
their government which is to blame 
by heaping up injustice on us. But
it is also their duty to see tlieir 
government docs right by us, and 
gives us a square ileal Me condemn 
the whole policy of the B C. govern
ment towards the Imfian tnbis of 
this country as utterly unjust, shame
ful and blundering in every way. M’e 
dnioimce same as being tin- main 
cause of tlic misatisfactvry condition 
of Indian affairs in fins country and 
of animus ly n:ul friction with the 
whites f-'o long as what We consult r 
justice is W’ithin-ld from us, so long 
will dissatisfaction and unrest exist 
among us, ami we will continue to 
struggle to In tier ourselves. For the 
aecompllsbnu'iit of liiis end w.- anil 
other Indian td'his of this country 
are now un'lting and we ask the help 
of y.mrsvlf and yolir govemmr: t in 
this light for our nights Me believe 
it is not the desire nor policy of vont 
government that these conditions 

liould exist Mi- demanded that our 
land que : mu be s It: I and ask that 
treaties be mail.* bciweoti the gov- 
ertitnc; t and each of our tribes, in 
the same manner as accomplished 
with tin* Indian miles of the oilier 
province's of Canada, and in the neigh
boring parts of the l nited States. 
We desire that every matter of im
portance to each tribe be a subject of 
treaty, so we may have a defirtile un
derstanding w'itli the government on 
all questions of moment between us 
and them In a declaration made last 
month, and signed by twenty-four of 
oi:r chiefs (a copy of which has been 
s ut to your Indian department) we 
have stated our position on these 
millers Now we sincerely hope you 
v ill carefully consider everything wr 
have herewith brought before you and 
that you will recognize the disadvan
tages we labor under, and the dark
ness of Hie outlook for ns If these 

lions are not speedily settled. 
H ' ir you have had a pleasant so- 
h iirn ’in this country, and wishing 

■ a good iovrney home, we remain 
Yours very sincerely,

The Chiefs of the S'-livswap, 
Okanagan, and ('mite,m or 
Thompson tribes.—Per their 
secretary, .1, A. Toil.


