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NORTH SHORE RAILROAD.

A Meeting of the General Comniittcc of the North

Shore Railroad was held in the City Hall, at Quebec,

on the 3rd June instant, G. Joly, Esq., being in the

Chair. . ,

•

The President submitted to the fleeting the follow-

ing documents :

—

.

REPORT
Of the Provisional Committee of Directors of the

North Shore Railway, to the General Com-

mittee.

(translation.)

The rrovisional Committee of Direction of the North Shore

Raitw.iy have not ceased, since their formation, to take all mea-

sures which have appeared proper to assure the success of the

measure, the direction of which has been confided Ihem. They

have represented to the Imperial Government, through His

Excellency the Governor General, all the advantages which will

result to the country and even to Great Britain from the con-

struction of a railroad on the north shore of the river from Quebec

to Montreal, and have solicited the Imperial guarantee in favour

of this railway, which will be a continuation of the Quebec and

Halifax Railroad. The immediate reply could not be decisive
;

but it is such as to give room for the belief that the claims of

fhp N«>rMi Shore of fho !>t. Lawrpncr will not he ovrrlopkcd bv



the Britisli Government. It is above all to be hoped that the

well-understood expression of public opinion, that the north shore

route should form part of the main txunk line from Halifax to

Hamilton, will have the effect of inducing both the Imperial

and Provincial Governments to act in such a way as not to

disappoint public expectation, or lose sight of their own interest

in the selection of the route in question.

Your Committee will now present you the report of (heir

engineer, Mr. Staveley, who has received their instructions to

explore the country between Quebec and Montreal to the north

of the St. Lawrence, in order to ascertain what would ba the

best line for the track of a railway.

The Report is eminently favorable to the execution of the

projected enterprise ; and, the route being known to a great

portion of our population, they can satisfy themselves that the

re[)ort contains no exaggeration, and nothing contrary to truth.

Accustomed as we are in this country to see our railroads

requiring lorge sums of money to put them in working order, it

might happen that doubt would be thrown on the correctness of

our engineer's estimate of the probable cost of this railroad. But

your Committee are convinced that Mr. Staveley's estimate is

quite sufficient, if the funds are managed prudently and without

extravagance. Moreover, that railroads may be constructed

even in these provinces for a reasonable amount, is convincingly

shown by the following copy of a contract between Mr. Shaw,

of London, and the Board of Directors of the St. Andrew's and

Quebec Railroad, viz ;

—

" London, July 18, 1851.

« I, William Shaw, of Porto Bello, Wakefield, county of York,

do hereby propose to execute the whole of the works, and to

provide the whole of the materials, for a distance of seventy

miles, (viz., from the end of the ten miles, now in progress, to

near Woodstock,) according to the report of your engineer,

Alexr. Light, Esq. As regards the ballasting of permanent

way, viz., 2,000 cubic yards per mile, and correspondent reduc-

tion of earthwork lor the same, and in m11 other respects accord-

III
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iug to the plans and :i>pecitiuatiuus cxliibiled to ine ; fur the sum

of two thousand three hundred (Munds, sterhng, per mile.

" As witness my hand, this 18th day of July, 1851.

« (Signed,) WILLIAM SHAW.
" Accepted, this 2'Hh day of August, 1851.

"By order of the Board.

« (Signed,) .T. W. BYRNE,
" Seci-etary."

After reading the foregoing, it will be easily believed that the

projected road will not cost more than the amount laid down by

Mr. Staveley in his estimate, and it must be borne in mind that

the country from Quebec to Montreal is in general at least as

favorable for the purpose as that between St. Andrew's and

Woodstock.

And if it was necessary to quote another case in support of

our opinion in this matter, we could produce that of the Alton

Railway, in Illinois, which is now being constructed and put in

working order, for the sum of j£4,285 per mile, though the iron

materials are to be imported by the St. Lawrence, wages are

very high, the population is yet very thin, and the credit of the

state far from being equal to ours.

On the other hand, your Committee think it is useless for

them to enter into minute details, in order to show that this

enter{)rise will be a paying business, not only for the country at

large, but also for the shareholders. Ever since they have been

considering this important project, they have been more and

more convinced of the truth of the statistical statement, which

says that " each individual, comprehended within the territory,

intersected by a railroad, contributes, on an average, about ten

shillings aimually, to the total revenue derived by the convey-

ance of merchandise and travellers over such railroad." Now,

the census just taken in this Province, shows that the population

of the country through which the projected railroad will pass, is

over 260,000 souls. The expenses of working the road will

certainly not nxoceil one-hairnf the prosirj rcccii»tf! ; !su that there
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must be very large interests and profits, which ought to attract

the attention of those who are ever ready to favour public enter-

prises, and so contribute to the maintainancc and amelioration of

our credit, without however losing sight of their own private

interests.

The time has come lor llio City i>l' Quebec and all the North

Shore to Montreal, and further up, to show that they duly appre-

ciate the advantages to be derived from the proposed railroad.

This enterprise is a national one. The railway will go through

the heart of the country, bring together its two most important

cities, and spread a new spirit of activity amongst the numerous

and industrious population of the north shore. It will bring

across our territory the immense traffic of the far west, which

is naturally ours.

We would not crawl painfully to our frontiers in order to

afford to our neighbors the facility, in the shape of a railway, of

drawing from us the best of our commerce and of our substance.

Our railroad must be altogether among us and for us. And

when our commercial affairs will call us to the States, the North

Shore Railroad will put us at Montreal in communication with

railways, that will convey us to Boston or New York in 12 or

15 hours. Could any one expect or find a more rapid route ?

Your Committee believe, therefore, that they can appeal with

confidence to the public on behalf of this enterprise, and demand

their cordial support. That appeal will not remain without a

proper answer. Any man who has at heart the prosperity of

Quebec, the prosperity of the North Shore to Montreal, the pros-

perity of the country at large, will come forward and take as

large an amount of stock as his means will allow. Any man
who has landed property in the city of Quebec, or on the north

shore of the St. Lawrence, should aid in the success of this

enterprise, unless he finds that the additional value to accrue to

property from the proposed railroad ought to be overlooked.

No one can plead want of means, when the low rate of shares

($25) is taken into consideration ; for, where is the citizen that

cannot afford to pay that amount in f<.>tir years, which will be

the period ol'fhf la^l instalment ?

s

I



The -ent mumeiit is besides highly Ikvorablc for ihc

project, ; ihere is an unexampled abtindanco ol" money in the

English market, and capitalists are seeking after profitable

investments. All that is needed is good security ; and what

can be better security than a numerous list of subscribers i

There has also been made to us a highly advantageous ofler : a

very respectable firm propose tu advance all the iron materials

necessary for the railroad, the payment to be made only two

years after the completion of the work ; the only security they

require is u good subscription list ! Ought that ofier to be

despised, or looked at with indifference ?

No ; everything now depends on the citizens of Quebec, and

our countrymen on the North Shore to Montreal. We shall

have the Railroad if they will it ! Let them only come forward

and subscribe liberally, as enlightened men and friends of

progress.

The whole, however, respectfully submitted.

(Signed,) G. JOLY,
President of the Provisional Committee of Direction.

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN,
Secretary.
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ilKPOllT uf Edward Stweley, Esquire, Civil Engineer, upon

a reconnaisscmce made by him of the Country between

Quebec and Montreal, on the North Shore of the River St.

Lawrence.

Quebec, \Uh May, 1852.

Sir

Having received your instructions as President of the

Provisional Committee of Direction of the proposed North Shore

Railroad, to make a reconnaissance of the Country for the pur-

pose ofascertaining the most favorable route for a line of Railroad

between the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, on the North Shore

of the St. Lawrence, I availed myself of an early opportunity of

entering upon the duties assigned me, accompanied by Mr. A.

Hamel, D. P. S., and have now the honor to submit the follow-

ing Report ;

—

Assuming the vicinity of the wharves m the Lower Town of

Quebec as a suitable and proper place for a general terminus, I

propose to carry the line through the whole extent of St. Joseph

Street, St. Roch's, crossing St. Valier Street, and immediately

entering the low and level ground South of the Little River

Road, thence continue as indicated on the plan accompanying

this Report on the line marked A. in the vicinity of Ancienne

Lorette, then continuing on the level land of Grand Desert, avail

ourselves as soon as possible of the slo)>ing ground forming the

base of the Lorette Mountains, and ascend to the summit at

Fossambault by a grade which, T am of opinion, will not exceed

28 or 30 feet to the mile.

From this point a favorable country presents itself for the

purposes of this undertaking, to preserve a good line to and efTect

an advantageous crossing of the Jacques-Cartier River, at the site

of the Black Bridge, at a span not exceeding 120 feet.

Without, however, digressing from the general routine of this

report, T avail myself of the space over which my remarks have

so flir carried me, to advert to a more southern line to reach the

Jacqnes-Cartier River, marked on the accompanying plan B.,by

which it i«; shewn that it will run more inimedialely under the

hi
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highlaiuls of .St. Koye, crossing the Ch|)- Houge lliver, above Mr.

.Scolt'sMills, thence continue north of St. Augustin and Pointe-

aux-Trembles, and reach the proi)osed crossing of the Jacques

Cartier River, at the spot indicated by the former route.

This line, though it exceeds the one first proposed somewhat

in length, T am of opinion may be constructed with rather less

grade ; but the real relative difference between the two lines,

in point of expence, can only be ascertained when a regular

instrumental survey of each can be made.

Pursuing my route from the point suggested as the crossing of

the Jacques-Cartier, I found the features of the country such as

to present a good line in a direct course to the River Portneuf

where a point of land suitable for crossing at about one quarter

of a mile above the mills is met with.

The span of a bridge at this point will not exceed 60 fieet, but

a cut on the eastern side with a corresponding embankment on

the west will be required to preserve the grade of the road.

Continuing on the north side of Deschambault the land

descends gradually from Portneuf to the front of L^tourneau's

house and premises, and the line will then pass contiguoits to

the stone quarries where materials for the construction of

masonry can readily be obtained. Leaving the mills of Sir

James Stuart one mile to the south, I propose to make a curve

to the northward to avoid a wide and deep valley at La Chevro-

ti^re Mills,—the line will then continue on the table land at

about a mile from the St. Lawrence and in a favorable direc-

tion to Grondines.

At about a mile from Grondines the ground slightly undulates,

but not to any extent to incur a heavy expenditure in con-

struction.

At this part of the proposed line, we cross the River «* Petit

Moulin" with a bridge not exceeding 30 feet, ground favorable

and level on both sides.
*

At 2i miles from Grondines, the line must diverge a little to

the north by a moderate curve to enable us to avail ourselves

of a valley behind a range of wood land to obtani a favorable
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This bridge and crossing will form an important item m the

aggregate cost of the work, for though the width of the valley

and river will not exceed half a mile in extent, an embankment

of perhaps 12 or 15 feet on the eastern side to meet a proper

grade for the construction of the work at the town of Three

Rivers will be required.

This point of crossing, though expensive, will not only be the

cheapest and most direct by enabling us to avail ourselves ofthe

solid ground of the island, but will allow the line of road to be

adapted to the general purposes of the trade of Three Rivers, by

the establishment ofa depot at the upper end of the town, 4 or 5

arpents north of the Court House, and at the same time form the

best point for leaving that place for its continuation westward.

Leaving Three Rivers at the point above designated, and

avoiding the COteauz to the north, we pass into a valley where

level ground and every facility for a good line lie before us.

On arriving, however, at abor , 2 miles ^rom Pointe du Lac, a

point of rising ground presents itself, to overcome which a cut of

perhaps 10 or 12 feet at a moderate grade will be required for a

short distance, with a corresponding grade on the west side to

carry us into the general valley hitherto made available.

On reaching Pointe du Lac, it will be necessary to pass a quarter

ofa mile north of the Church ; then bearing towards Lake St.

Peter, to within the distance of a mile, a line may be continued

in a direct course to Yamachiche, crossing the rivers at a span

not exceeding 50 feet each, and passing between the two villages

;

continue thence on the south side the settlement of Petite Terre,

maintaining a direct lin« for River du Loup, leaving a prominent

pine tree 3 or 4 acres to the north , from that point make a slight

curve to the village, and cross the river about 3 acres above the

red bridge.

The crossing of the valley at this point will not exceed 150

feet in width with a bridge 90 feet span.

The course of the line at River du Loup will require it to pass

on the rear of the mills then direct to Maskinong6, leaving the

main road considerably to the north. On arriving at Maskinong^
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il IS proposed llmt the line cross tUe river about 4- ar()ent8 below

Mr. Dunn's Mills, where a favorable site for a bridge may be

obtained, the entire valley being not more than 2 arpents in

width, and the river not exceeding DO feel.

The country north of Maskinonge is rolling and broken, and

unfit for a Railroad at moderate cost.

From Markinong6 the line will make a slight curve to the

new village of St. Barth6lemi, leaving the church half a mile to

the north, and in its course will cross the rivers " Des Aulnes"

and " Du Bois Blanc" at a span of about 50 feet each, from

thence continue on level ground in a direct course to the river

" Chicot", at St. Cuthbert, near the premises of Mr. Barril,

where it may be crossed by a bridge of small span,—thence pro-

ceed by Desrosiers' and Mousseau's luts, to the River " Bayonne,"

where a valley and river 100 feet wide must be crossed ; from

this point by a moderate curve ilie line will continue on ground

perfectly level and free from inundations to the rear of the largp

village of Berthier, at about J2 arpents fri>m the river.

Leaving Berthier, 1 proceeded on the same uniformly level

line of country in the direction of the village vf Lanoraye, cross-

ing the Chaloupe river, 1^ mile from the former pliice, where a

bridge about 80 feet in spun will require to lje cunsLructed,

the land on each side level and favorable. At about 4^ miles

from Berthier we pass the mansion of Mr. Cuthbert, on tlip rear

of which the line will run at about half a mile distant,— and

crossing the small river " St. Joseph," at a span of about 40

feet, we continue on favorable ground to Lanoraye, and cross

the Industry and Rawdon Railroad, at about half a mile to the

north.

It may not be amiss here to slate, that from information J

obtained of the Agent of the Industry Railroad, I found that

upwards of 200 persons travelled daily on tins short line of road

during the business season of last year, and from 80 to 100 cars

of merchandize passed over it in the course of each week—this

circumstance evinces the necessity of internal improvements of

this nature in this Province, as a mefln*, of devrloping the

resources with which it abounds.
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On the norlli ut'Lanumyc a swamp extiiids for some dislutictf,

the line, therefore, is proposed to rmi between it and the main

road.

Continuing our course from Lanoraye we proceed in the

direction of LaValtrie, at which point it is aeccssuiy to divergt;

to the north-west to obtain favorable ground and a direct line to

the important village of L'Assomption, where there is every

probability of a considerable amount of traffic being available

for the benefit of this road.

In addition to the value likely to accrue from the business of

L'Assomption itself, it may not be unneceifsary that I should

here point out the great interest manifested towards the welfare

of this railroac^. by the people of the surrounding villages and

settlements, who being literally out of the reach of any com-

munication with Montreal, except by circuitous routes and bad

roads, will, if an equivalent in point of accommodation be

afforded them, embark in the undertaking to a liberal extent.

In cur course to the village of L'Assomption, it will be neces-

sary to cross the river at ihe jwint shewn on the map, by u

bridge at a span of about 300 feet ; and although an embank-

ment will be required on the western side to preserve the line

of grade from the opposite side of the river, it will not be so

heavy as to incur much extra expense in the construction of the

road.

Passing then from the bridge alluded to, I propose to continue

the line through one of the streets of the village, which will

enable us to maintain a direct course along the valley of the

river, to the confluence of the river " St. Jean or Jes'^-s," and

the river *' Des Prairies" at Bout de L'Isle, at which place the

most favorable crossing of that extent of water can be efiected

by a bridge and embankments, not exceeding a mile in length
;

and by constructing a bridge at this point, we avoid the im-

mense quantity of ice which unavoidably flows down the river

fj'Assomption in the spring of the year.

Arriving then on the firm land of the Island of Montreal*

nothing occurs worthy of notice to prevent the construction of a
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line uf Railroad on favorable ground to the City of Montreal,

in the course of the line we shall be enabled to pass over favora*

bly elevated ground at about a quarter of a mile north of the

Turnpike-road, until it reaches the vicinity of Pointe-aux-

Trembles, where it will bear rather to the north-west, leaving

some thin woods to the right hand, thence pursuing the same

direction over a slightly undulating country, we arrive at a

valley, whose sloping sides will enable us to continue at a

moderate grade to such part of the city as may be hereafler

selected, the cheapest and most practicable direction being, in

my opinion, through Craig street, to form a junction with the

Lachine Railroad.

Having now reached the point to which my instructions foi

a reconnoissance of the North Shore Railroad were directed, it

only remains for me to express my unqualified opinion of the

general practicability of the whole line, there being no obstacles

or impediments to prevent the construction of the work on un-

usually favorable terms. "

The most material items of expense are the bridges, but when
the moderate cost of the general construction of the road, passing

as it must through an almost unbroken and level country is

taken into consideration, these expensive items will to a very

considerable extent be counterbalanced, and the aggregate ex-

penditure reduced to as low a rate per mile as that for which

any other work of a similar nature in this Province can be

constructed.

In making this statement I may observe that the level nature

of the country over which the line will pass for more than 100

miles of its entire length, the road may be constructed by an
embankment not exceeding 4- feet in height, sufficient to prevent

any accumulation of snow on the track during the winter season,

and that the excavation occasionally alluded to will be so in-

considerable as not to incur an amount of heavy work conse

quent in undertakings of this nature generally.

I am, therefore, of opinion, that the whole cost of the Road,
including Bridges, Buildings, Termini .ind Stntions, Land.
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be

Fences, and Maoitiueiy tu put the whulv iu working urder, will

not exceed the sum of £500,000 currency, including contingen-

cies, amounting to the sum of £3185 per mile, on a length of 157

miles, as ascertnined from the best maps of recent publication.

In compliance with your instrnp.tions,ailer having completed

my rcconfioissance of the main line to connect the Cities of

Quebec and Montreal, I proceeded to Ste. Ther^se with a view

of examining the valley north ofthe River" St. Jean" or " Jesus"

in an easterly direction, to connect with the main line in the

valley of the River" L*Assomption," in which route I discovered

no impediments to prevent the construction of a line of road on

terras as favorable in every respect as those on which the main

line are based, and I have pleasure in being able to state, that a

feeling favorable to the general interest of the undertaking exists

amongst all the influential parties with whom I had an oppor-

tunity of conversing on the subject.

The foregoing report of the projected line,and the approximate

estimate of the construction of the work being based merely on a

reconnaissance ol the country, nothing can be particularly defined

until a complete and effective survey of the whole can be made,

and for the interest of the undertaking in many points of view,

I am of opinion, no time should be lost in commencing it.

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in expressing my appre-

ciation of the service3 rendered me by my assistant, Mr. A.

Hamel, and for the zeal he manifested in obtaining for me a

considerable amount of valuable information.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

(Signed.) EDWARD STAVELEY,
Civil Engineer.

G. Jolt, Esquire,

President of the Committee of the

North Shore Railroad.
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Letter addressed by Honble, Colonel Bruce, Governor

General's Secretary, to G. Joly, Esq., President ol'

the Provisional Committee of the North Shore

Railroad.

(iov. Secretary's Office,

Quebec, 15th Mny, 1852.

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that the Governor

General has received a Despatch from Her Majesty's Secretary

of State for the Colonies, acknowledging the receipt of your

letter advocating tlie adoption of the North Shore of the iSt.

Lawrence for the Main Trunk Line of Railway. Sir John

Pakington requests His Excellency to acquaint you that the

representations, which you submitted to him, will not fail to

receive careful consideration at the proper time.

I have the honour tu bu.

Sir.

Your most obedient humble seivaut,

(Signed,) R. BRUCE,
Secretary.

J01.Y, Esq.

r<i

nun

11.

I

&c., See, &.C.
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or

'o|-

eMUKUsi.

>t.

Sill,

I luivc tlie huiiuiir ot' scruliiig yoii (Iid inii.jmHtuui

montinncil'in your Idler oftlu' 'iHih May l«sl.

I have the liouoiir to bo,

Sir,

Your f)bciliciit servimt,

(Si<?nccl,) W. C. CHOI !UN.

II. I.. liA>(iKVIN, Ksq.,

Quebec.

Census— 1852.

City of (Quebec l.-i,().tv!

County ulCiucbcc 19,07V

(Jouiity of I'ortiicut 19,3G(>

County o( Chauiitlaiii l3,S0ft

County of St. Maurice '2 1,96()

r«)wn ofrhreo llivcrs [i,%b'

Coiuily of IJcrthicr ;J4.,50S

County of Liiinstor .'{0,507

(^•uiity of Terrebonne i;},007«'
( 'ounty of Montreal I9,64fi

Cay of Montreal r>7,000

(Signed) VV.C. CROFTON.

• In l^ll, iho poinilalioii il I'lirco liivcis iiinouiiltil to 1,297 .souls.

*• I'hM i.l.ili'iiioiit of the |>i'| .il.ilinn ol the ((iiuily ol rencboiiiic, ii.n-i li*'

(iiilv lof a |Mil of ihf Ci'imiv
i I'H, in |Sl[, lln- pi>|nil.\iion "i Ti iirl><inn< " n«

;;() (,|*» Mt'lh

C
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The I'ollowing Resolutions were then proposed ami

adopted :

—

1.—That the Report of the Provisional Committee of Direc-

tion of the North Shore Railroad, together with Mr. Staveley's

Report, and also tlie Report upon the powers of the Corporation

oi' the Citv of Queliec, be received and approved of.

2.—Tho this meeting, convinced as they are, of the practica-

bility of constructing a Railroad on the North Shore of the St.

Lnwrence, from Quebec to Montreal, for a moderate and reason-

able sum, believe that the publicity of the Reports just read, and

which contain valuable information and judicious observations,

will have the effect of producing a favourable impression on public

opinion, which seems to be in favour of the projected work.

3.—That the Reports and accompanying Documents, submitted

to and approved of by this meeting, be published m the news-

papers, and that one thousand French and five hundred English

copies be struck off in pamphlet form, for distribution, as the

Committee of Direction may think proper.

4.—That sub.scription lists be opened as soon as possible, to

meet the provisions of the law in relation to the Incorporation of

Railroad Companies.

5.—That the Provisional Committee of Direction be instructed

to petition the Provincial Parliament, at their next session, that

the North side cf the River St. Lawrence be selected as the

continuation of the route of the Main Trunk Line of Railroad

from Halifax to Quebec, and that the said Committee be likewise

empowered to adopt all other measures necessary to secure the

said continuation of the said Main Trunk Line upon the North

Shore as aforesaid.

Certified,

HECTOR L. LANGEVIN,
Secretary.




