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PROGCEEDINGS
AT
THE FIRST GENERAL MEETING
OF THE

REFORM ASSOCIATION OF CANADA.

The first General Meeting of the Association took place last evening, (25th ine.t,)
and the proceedings will not tail to produce a powertul effect throughout the country.
The feeling which prevailed during the whole evening was of the most enthusiasue
descriptioa. The Speeches were delivered with much vigour, :m-nl of themn tt s enough
to say, that they were listened to by a large audience with marked attention and
approbation from half-past six to half-past eleven o’clock. We would ouly say to our
brother Reformers throughout the country,—here we have commenced the campaign ;
the ball has received its first forward umnpulse in the City,—let it be taken up in every
county, in every village, and in every hamlet of the country,—and let us show that
we are not a divided people, that an overwhelming majority are determined to receive,

and will take no less, than their full share of the privileges of the British Constitutjon.

The Association has leased the suite of Rooms attached to the North4Ameriean
Hotel, including the large public room, and here the ‘Association commenced their
public proceedings. The meeting was called for six o'clock ; by that hour a large
number of persons had assembled ; at half-past six o’clock the room was deuzcly

crowded, and during the evening many went away unable to gain admittance.

HON. JAMES FE. SMALL rose and moved that the Hon. RoBert Barpwin
do take the Chair. The motion was received with loud acclamations, and the

honourable gentleman took his seat.

A number of Letters received from Gentlemen i the neighbourhood, who had been
invited to take a share in the proceedings of the\Evening, were laid beforc the
Meeting by the Secretary, The following are copies of a few of them :

LETTER FROM JOHN WETENHALL, {ESQ., WARDEN,
GORE DISTRICT.
\ Npt.sox, 24th March, 1844,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th inst., requesting
me to attend a meeting of the Reform Association, on Moaday the 25th 1nst. [ regret
it is not in my power to comply with your wishes, the notice being so short that |
find 1t inpeseible to be in Toronto 1n nme. ’ .

Bring obliged to write this letter hurriedly, in order to allgw time for you to receive
it before the meeting, and to give you an opportunity of selecling some other individual
in my stead, [ will oanly adl, that I sincztely hope some etfeftive steps may be takgn,
to explain to the couuntry the questions ag 1ssur, between “the three gentlemen who
now enjoy His Excellency’s conndence, and the vast majority of the people’s Repre-
sentatives in the House of Assembly.

I am, Str,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN WETENHALL.

Sxerrixeron Convor, Esq.

v




LETTER FROM T. G. RIDOUT, ESQ.,
* UPPER CANADA.

CASHIER BANK OF

T”IUV\I". O5th March, 1814.
My Drar Sir,—I[ have just received your letter of

I the 23rd inst., in which you are
g0 kind as 1o request my attendance at the Reform Association Meetinge this evening,
for the purpose of moving one of 1o be then oftered for the approval
of the Association, and can assure you that | should be most happy to attend, but 1

the Resolution

regret that/the state of my health, which has contined me 1o the house for the last two
months, sull prevents me-trom goinge outy especially m the evenme
that vou will do me the tavour to exense me fo
friends that 1 amn, gud shall always be, re
eadeavours the loyal and good cause tor wh

I therefore beg
this timeyand that you will assure my
Iy and willing to promote by my humble
ieh the Association has been formed.

X ours truly,
THOMAS G. RIDOUT.

To Gronee Browy, Esq.

LETTER FROM JAS. SMITH, ESQ., BARRISTER, PORT HOPE.
Port Horr, 22¢ March, 1844.
Deanr Siw,— Your letter of the 20th, requesting my attendance at the great meeting
on Mounday next, was received to-day, and | regret, that my business will not admit o

my leaving home, otherwise | should most certainly be preseat on that eccasion.
y 5 ) |

In the mean time I am pleased to be able to say, that ** the work goes bravely on’’

in Durham, and that I think we shall give Dwrham definition of Responsible Govern-
ernment 1n due season.

1 am,
Your's, &e..
JAS. SMITH.

S. Consor, Esq., Toronto.

LETTER FROM G. S. TIFFANY, ESQ., HAMILTON,

Hamiton, 25th March, 1844.

; : ¢ )

My Dean Sir,—Your note inviting my attendance this evening at & meeting of
the Reform Association of Toronto, was bnly received by me late on Saturday, |
regret that busiess engagements will prevent e from being with yon. The Reformers
every where, within my observation, highly a

pprove ol the Assoeiation, and hope that
through its agency the party will (

be brought to act with 1nore union than heretofore.
orranizatjon, W \..4]1 1s 1nl

the Association, as yon will perceive
The Committee appointed at the meeting of the\yth 1nst., have elected C. C. Ferne,
Esq., Chairman, aud S. B. Freeman, Esq., Scerctary, and our report ot the proceedings
of that day, as well as our addresses 1o the Reformers of the coutity, wilk appear
tomorrow.  We think 1t highly necessary that the false statement given by the
Gazette should be contradicted.  The opposition was completely baffled and beaten
on that day, as well as outnumbered.  Their conduct is not the less reprehensible,
We shall proceed with the orgamzation of the county. 1 think it would be well
to have all members of local Committees become members of the Association, so
that, in fact, the grand Committee at Toronto would be the Provincial Committee,
und@his would complete the organization we require.

We have here commenced an cuded to form a part of, or

act 1n concert with, by the public papers.

I suppose this is your intention,
Our Secretary was structed to enter into communication with you.

I have an extensive acquaintance in this and the adjoinming Distriets, and so far as I have
been able to ascertain the state of public opinion, it does not appear to have changed in
the least in favor of the Governor-General’s view of Responsible Government.  The
Reformers, generally, have a very correct idea on that subject. By promulgating some
political information, exposing the errors and duplicity of our opponcents, and opposing

to their industry, equal industry, we have nothine to fear.
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The r of odr Muouicipal ¢l for Fawn, has b I nted by the
same (az I'h ) 1 s of the Board are rep Reformers, and
the tourgh ly v o L I by Reton oa local grounds.
'lyllv' ’I‘H‘l could no rulra 1ol tncdate, b vore redoced to ive thetr Ili<||u|[ {o
one of two Rel \ , 1 | W\ | SHll the eleetion s ot a poittical one,
but was one | | | ( | ol n ) u | iemmbers
of the lormer Boar \ o1 | o ( There 13
a decided miagon I Relon vil W oar wel in the whole town

My opriton i Home D i I n e a Tovy n rned at
the nbxt clectuody n ool e 1 ol L. T sishing you every
succe

[ remn rs trul
GEORGE S, TIFKANY.

Grorar: Brows, Llsq
" Mr. BALDWIN then vose, amidst lond and lone continued cheering, and said thdt
Ke foli particularly itied at the honour wineh had been conterred upon him, 1n
calling upon hun to preside -at th General Mectine of the Retorin Asrociation
of (\mmm. beoea ¢l aclorded ¢ 10 [ERERANI tonable evidend that i thelr opinion
he hal proved hiselt the fivin and u N istng riend of that great and vial
principle obf Brius=h Con wional  Laberty wlneh 1t 15 the great object of the
;\N"N'IJH m lo 1pi t (ch 1 and b { e 1t showed that while exerting them-
selves o wisnre to thewr conntry the pracucal application of “hat great principle to the
admnmstration ol all our local adadrs, they repudiated the ungencrous course ol casting
h)‘, as a4 menstruous rayv, the men wi vad stood firm 1o that prineiple through evil
reporpt and good report i the carke ol our.c try’'s hastory (cheers) ; when
the doing so was denounced trom th sUquartel meipient treason, as well as
when cmerging from the cloud ol calumny, in whic interest and 1egnorance and
despotisin had tor a time sonce d ping 1t cthas great and truly Brinsh
principle shone forth 1o all the splen f 11s native truth and excellence; under
the,_express sanction of one ot the b t ornaments of the proud aristocracy of
the Mother Country, and the specially pornted High Comnnssionerand Representa-
tive ot the Sovercign hersell.  (Loud cheernng.)

There was another ground on which he felt pleased at honour conferred upon
hun. [t atiorded hun opportuiity of giving expression, in the most unequivoeal
manner, 1o his entire approval of  the As=octation (hear, hear); and no exertuon,
on his part, he could ure them, shonld be wanting to forward 1ts object; and make
the orgamzation they had recommended ettectnal as possible and l\v‘mwlv.«lm-slly
recommended to all who valued the principles of the Brinsh Constitulion, and to whom
the presery n oof the connection with the mother country was dear, to lend their
aid by joming i such organmizaton.  (Lond cheers.)  For, depend upon it the day
will come wihicn one of pro b of our posterity will be, that they can trace
their descent to one wh I hi ne scribed on this great Roll of the contenders
for Colonial rieht (Girea cel )

Our objeets (said Mr. Baldwin) are op and avowed.  We seek no concealment,
for we have nothing to conceal.  Wedemand the practical application of the prineiples
of the Constitution of our beloved Maothier Country to the admimstration of all our
local affair (Hear, hear Not one hair’s breadth tarther do wio go, or desire to go
but not with one hair's breadih short of that will we be ever saustied. (Cheers.) The
nature and extent of the demand has never been better expressed than by the great
statesman to whom he had already alluded.  Lord Durham had, in his Report to
her Mujesty, nobly vindicated the Retormers df the Province from the toul imputations
which had been attempted to be cast upon them, and he (Mr. B.) would trespass
on the meeting tor a few momer while he read a few extracts tfrom that great
Text Book ol Briush Co i Right

“ The views, a4y h Lordship of the great bhody of the Reformers appear to
hil\'l‘ been }.m!w!, accordin to thelr lavourite expression to the mnlm._‘ihr'("l[unldl
Constitution *an exact transcript’ of that of Great Britain, and they only desire that




B.)
)
the Crown should in Upper Cunada, as at admingtration of affairs
to men possessinyg th ) \ .
And, after | i i ti he evils, to the existence of which he
attrivutes the unsati=tactory coaditioa of e Proy 1t ) CCL
“ It 18 not by weakemne hn trengthenme the inllnence of  the people on 1ts
Governmenat, by contai Wit much narrower heunds-than those hitherto allotted
to 1t, anl uot by exi 1 the mterd ce o nperiad authority s an the detuils
of Colo.al a.airs, tiac I bheli that | NER restored where dissension has
so loag preva - |« v lardy anld ovico.r hitherto wnknown, introduced into
the administrativn of ti Irorin ! s no «lance 11 the principles Q/‘
Gocernne nt—no 1n [ of a new constit Lioonal theoriy—to ~|1-1\]\‘ the remedy
which woull, 1n my om petely remove the existing polinteal disorders., It
needs but o follow o U consisi nt'y th Jirin /‘/:":.\ of the British Constit tion, and
introduce 1nto the Goverament ot those great Colontes those wise provisions, by
which alone the wi I the represer ¢ system can i any country be rendered
harmonious and eitheient We are not now 1o« onsider the FW"\HV\ of “‘Iilllh“h.‘llu

Representative Government i the North American Colonies. That has been irrvuwuhly

done, and the experimeut of depnving the people of their present constitutional

power is not to be then thousht of. To conduet therr Government harmoniously,
in accordance with tts established principles, s
I knosw not how/it pos-ihle to s>cure fhat harmony in any other way than by
administering the “Government, on those principles, which hare been fo nd perfectly
efficacio. s in Great Bi it Lo d not iipair a single prerogatire of the Crown ;

on the contrary, | behevesthat the interests of the

now the business of 1ts rulers, and

people of these Colonies require
the protection of preroganves which have not hitherto been exercised.  But the
Crown m st, on the other hand, submuat to the necessary conseqr ences of Representatire
Instit .tioms, and 1t 1t has to carry on the Government

tative boly, 2 m: st consent to carvy \ton by means of those in whom that representatire
body has confidence.” Loud cheers.)

in unison with a represen-

And after showing that an elective Executive, which the Reformers of Canada

mnever asked for, would not only be 1nconsistent with monarchical government, but
would really, under the nom

inal authority of the Crown, deprive the Commons of one
of the great advautaves of an hereditary Monarchy—he proce .

“ Every purpose of popular control micht be combined with every advantage of

rs 1th the Crown, were the Colonial Governor

on of the House of Assembly in his
‘)Oll('}', /ry entristino ats admimistration to suocl

vesting the unmediate chojce of ad

to be wnstructed to secur the co-ope

v men as co.ld command a majority,
and it he were given 1o understand that he need

count on no aid from home, in any
diference with the Assembly that sl ld not

DIRECTLY INVOLVE THE RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE MOTHER (OUNTRY AND THE COLONY |

g change might be etlected
by a smmyle ,/,\/v,/f\ h contian.ngr s.ch nstr
Y s /

cltons ; or 1l any legal enactment were
requiette, 1t woull otilly be one that would renderat necessary that Tae official acts of
the Governor should be co ntersioned by some p blic fon tonary. 'This would

ill(il]('l’ T .\/NHIXI/)/' Ly jOor EVERY ACT of the Gove 1y, .m:!. as a l:;Hil:.l! consequence,
i wo:ld necessitate the substitution of a Sy Rtel Ol AI'MINISTRATION BY MEANS OF
compeTENT Heaus or Deparryents for the present r.de machinery of an Erxecutge
Counal.”

Again—

““ Nor can I conceive that it would be found impossible ¢r difficult to conduct a
Colonwl Gorernment with precisely that lonitation of the re spectice porwers, which

has been o g and so eastly maintained in Great Britain,” and which he had
previously reterred to 1o tl

“Since the revolution of 1653, 1 lish Constitution has been

1
secured by that wis prineiple of our Goyer ent which has vested the direction of
the national policy and the distribotion of the patrovage in the leaders of the Parlia-
mentary majoriry.”’ .

- T
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Then, after referring to the idle atiempt of some w dgiy the applicability of {his
principle to the posinoa o a Colouy, lie proces Y

] admit that the system whieh Propose I i fact, place the intermal
porernment ot the Coloay tn the hands o tie Coloms fioms e cs, dna that we should
thus leave to taem the exccution ol the laws, ot chi we have long entrusted
the making, solely to them. ™

“1 know mnot i what respeet 1t can be desirabie that we should interfere with
their wternal legislatnon 1 matien Il o ot CLeCt THEIR RLLATIONS WITH
THE MOTHER coUunTRrY.” (Hear, hear,)

And after pomnting out the rery for pomnts with respect to which the Mother
Country, tu his opinion, requires a cottrol over a co vy amone which he enumierates
the regulation ot tore gu relations, and of tade wi b the Mother Country, the Bk
('nlumr'\', and foreign  na.aon ind ( vty daatoon cll points a ;ml"‘('l
subordination on the part ot the Coloay suilictently secured by the advantages
which it tinds in the continuation of 1ts conncctioa with the Lmpire, he proceeds :

“Jt (that 1s the subordination of the Colouy to Ahe Mother Country), certainly is not

)
strengthened, but greatly weakened by a vexatious tatetlerence ol

the puig ol the Home
Goverument with the enactient ol laws for regulating the INTEENAL CONCERNS OF THE
COLONY, oOr 1n the selecteon vy persons enlr. stel il tueir caecoton. I he Colomsts
may not always know what laws are best tor thewny or whecic vy’ tuer coo nirymen are
the tittest yor condacting thar afjaws, buty at least; they have a greater Lalerest in
coming to a right judgment on these pornts, and wiil ke greater pains to do 8oy
than those whose weltare 15 very remotely and shoehtly atlected by the good or Lad
legislation oi these portions ol the Lmpire. It the Colonmists make bad laws and
select LIRPIroper persons to conduct their adalrs, /’uf/ will e Il:/lt.[/// he the ull/_l/, uluay:
the greutest, sutterers ; and hke the people of otaer countries, they must bear the iils
whicn they bring on themselves unti they cloose to apply the remedy. Butit surely
cannot be the duty, or the nterest of
military possession ot these Colonies, 1n order that a GOVERAOR OF SELCRLTAKY OF
StaTE may be able to confer Coroniar. AproiNTMeNTs on one Mther than on another
set of persons in the Colonies.  For this 1s really the only question at issue.” (Hear,
hear, and cheers.)

to Keep a most expensive

And again, with reference to the absurdity of supposing the people of the
Colonies to be opposed to the prineiple which, 1t would be recollected, was one
of the fallacies imposed, or attempted to be 1mposed on the Home Government by
Sir F. ”l';nf, he adds :

““ Nor can I concerve that any people, pr siderable portion of a people will
view wjth dissatuslaction a charge which would amount simply to this @ that the
Crown would hencelorth consult the wishes\of the people 1n the choice of 1ts serranis.”’

1y e

The reading of these well known extracts had taken longer than he wished, but he
felt 1t important that they should be prominently betore the public, because they
embrace the great principle which v subsequently ennunciated 1 Parliamentary
form, under the express sanction of Lord Sydenham, in the famous Resolutions of 3rd
September, 1841, which declare that,

“ The Representative of the Sovereign in the Provinee, is responsible to the Imperigd
authority alone, but that nevertheless, the management of our local affuirs cal
only be conducted by him, by and with the assisiance, counsel, and information of
subordinate officers in the Province.” And that such subordinate officers, *‘ consti-
tuting a Prorvincial Administration  under him, ought to be men possessed of the
confidence of the Representatives of the people,—thus affording a guarantee that the
well understood wishes and interests of the people will on all occasions, be faithfully
represented and adrocated.” (Hear, hear,) Aud because they led 1o the overthrow
of that wretched system of government o strongly denounced by Lord Durham, which
Lord Sydenham declared he would not have ra'sed an arm to uphold, and which
led to those lamentable events which we have all so much rcason 10 deplore. But
which it was now attempted to re-establish, by misapplying to it the name of the
very system which had superseded it.  (llear, hearw)




He would ask any man to read 1l extracts carcfully, and say whether he found
any trace of the new tanuled cla noot public matter to those of ":vf'w‘l!;l!v
importance,” and those of **adequate ria , owiich some per-on or other
(for 1t was really hard to sav wm the present e ob the Government who did adviee
his Excelleney,y (heary, heary) had vised the Rep itative of the Sovereign' to
make in/his reply to the Warden aud Conunetllors ot Gore I classitication of
public :\‘IMH\ i Lord  Duham?® Reppri, w hascd upon o principle readily
comprehended and capable of a free applicanon, namely, those ®hich affect the
relations «of the Colony with thes Mother. Contry, and tho which do not: (hear,
hear,) u\n-y the former of whieh the control ot th VMother Clountry was to be
matntained, and the laver of which was (o be conducted by means of  Heads
])4/N/ll//um‘~ with /rw'/\/f/ that lomdation af th respectiee powers litehh has been
so lony, and so cas:ly maintained in Great Britain Cheer But how preposterous
to set up such a classificarion tempted o the reply to Goreo The equity
administered 1n the Court ry had once been deseribed by a wag, to be
governed by the lenoth of 1 Chancellog® ( the class to which the
varions public s of ( 1 h jo whieh s therefore to
deternnune whether they a od tor the advice of the constitntional advisers
of the Crown, 1s to be dec) ( vernor Geeneral™s notigw-of thenr “//I/l'///rulr
im/mrlunu." (Hear, hear.) One Governor General s a botdman, and he deems tew

things of ** adeqiiate vmportance ;' anothey Governor General 1s a cantious man, and
he deems a larger portion of *“adequate viporiance;” o thrd 1s a timid man, he
enlarges the bounds of the class.  Nay, the sanie Governor General 1s in a ditferent
mood at different tumes, and what he deems ot ** m/u// ate ninportance’ at one moment,
he may deem of little or none at anothe) (Hear, heary, and lond cheers.)  For he
helieved that even Governor General’s were not wholly free from the frailties which
diversify the conduct of ns who move in a less elevated sphere.  Aund for his part he
did not know.whether the gage of the toot had not the advantaoe of the two. And
let 1t be remembered that during all the time that the head of the Government was
thus dealing with the affairs of the country, sometimes with adviee, and sometimes
without 1t, his unfortunate Mimsters were general endorsers of the whole. Not an
act of omisgion or comini{sion, not an tppotntient from that of a Chiet _ln\m‘r 10 lhr‘
humblest one 1n the sift of the Crown, but what they ®ere Liable to he called to
account for in Parhament, and i their places ther mpelled to defend.  (1lear,
hear.)

Such a classification for snch a purpose was in fact one wholly mapplicable to a
government conducted by means of competent  heads of ‘Departinents’  as
recommended by lLord D 'l“; L, mtroduced by Lord Sy tham and ;.'24" ced by Sir
Charles Bagot, and necessarily con mplates but one Depart
tative of the Soyereign as its head, and ! t
merely play 10 parts of so- many chiet clerk

_— 1

t with the Represen-

vl heads of D partments

11t wust be contessed 18

quite in keeping with the declaration to be found the same reply, that the head of the
Government “‘4s virtually responcible to the people of the Colony, and prac tically
more <o than even to the Mother Country.” Hear, hear.) A declaratton which
he need not tell them was in direet contradicnion to the Resolution of 1841, 1n
which he is dgelared awecponsible to the Imperial luthority alone. A puruciple
which might be called the very keystone of the whole arch.  (Loud cheers.)

For his [Mr. Baldwin’s] part he had taken his stand upon the rock of the British
Constitution, and he fe Igggtésured that whatever were the iculties with which they
mlghllm\v' to contend, @nd (rom whatever quarter they might come, ll[lrm.’zlr.\mw'l-;s
was sure to crown they efforts—but they wanted not only ]

) 10t y Constitution, but as
regardd the admuistraton of their local affairs, the whole Constitution and nothing
but the Constitution.

I 11
ail

By that Constitution the ministers of the Crown are
appomtments to officc as well as for erery other act of the Gorcrnment—and was not
one of the mdtes suggesied by Lord Durham for carr ing out his proposed change
in the practical administration of Provincial wdluirs, /though not the only nor the best

one, ‘‘ that the official acts of the Governor” should be ** connte rsigned by some public

SJunctionary >’ (Hear, hear. Does he notexpresely

responsible to Parliament for

precate a? niost 1njurious to




9
the relations subsi g between the Colony and the Parent State the maintenance of a
contast in order that a GOvIRNOR O SECREITARY oF State tay be able to corfer
Colomial apponitments on vre RAVTHER THAN 0 ANOTHER SLT OF Mo IN THE ( oLostes M
(ttear.) And do not the Re~olutions o [84Lmost distincily point oug the express
object ot dre Coansututional ned v for the Wanagement ot our ** local affurrs,”
(not ln‘l»f) certarn local  aikurs—unot merely such local allinrs as tne Gogernor

General may deem ol adgge ale tmpoitance—nbut local acan aily, emffracing
by wyd with

the *“asststance co.nsel ar g1 formatcon’’ ot a Provincerd Adonmistration ypgd v the

all ot whatever class or ¢ phtion. ) L.oud cheers)—b iy «

head ‘ol the (yovernment, to for the purpose of atording a Suarantee ** tha ¢ 1-
understood wishes and 1nterests ot the people should, on !l occasions, be fathiul v
represented gehd adeocated.””  (Great cheers. ) How can such wishes and mierests
bl"vm"w'nlwi or advocated it those who ure S0 10 represent and adyve e them are
not to be consulted, (Hear.) And vetin the tace ot all thi y WILth the very une hreath
that 1t 1s admitted that ““apporntments and proposals o anake appoitments™ had been
made without consulting his Ministers, the head of 1 Covernnyen I | to .
declare that he had hitherto pursued ystem ol Responsible Governn withiout T
deciation, (Hear, hear ) and to profiss his concurrence 1 the Re-olation I8 —

And a hope appears to be entertained that by a constant repetition ol the assertion g

the shape of answers to addresses; the people of Canadiac hay o hittle of intellicende
and so crude a notion of their nights that they will at last be persuaded to bhelieve it
(Hear.) He (Mr. Baldwin) doubted not that the head of the Government had

pracused (Responsible Government as he the Governor General was pleoased to

uiterpret jt4—and of course being i his estimation a ““ et vndefined guesiion” we
cannot wonder 1t in preparing a definition tor his own particular convemence he left

a large margiun for the b :neit of that Constitution whic

h favoured the exercise ot a
pl‘drlu‘;x“)‘ irrespousible and despotie power. But he (M

Balfwin) felt conviueed
that the people of this country were not cuci a set ol elnldren as 1o be satistied with
a mere bauble because 1t was called ** Responsible Gocernment ;> they had been
contending for a substauce, not for a shadow. And the gqueston
decide, was whether they were 1n ertect 1o g6 back to the old syvstem under the
new name, or Whether they were to have ‘Responsible Gquarnment in reahty, as
practically acted upon in the Mother Countrv.  (lLioud cheers.) ““ A rose” it was

the countiry to

said, ‘‘ by any other name would smell as sweet,”” ani he would ventur: to say that
the poppy would be equally disagreecable to the sense, and equally del stertons in its
etfect, though dignihed with the name of the Queen of tlowers, (enthusiastic cheers.)
If they were to have the old system, let them have 1t unlder its own name, ‘¢ the
Irresponsible systemn,”” ¢ the Compact system,”” or any other adapted o its huleons
detormities ; bat let us not be imposed upon by a mere name, we were ;q:i]rnr-d with
reference to this new -fangled Respensible Government n a stvle and manner
borrowed with no small degree of care tfrom that of the eccentric Baronet who once
represeuted the Sovereign 1o this part of Her Majesty’s Dominions, (Sir F. B
Head,) to ** keep 11, “ cling to 1, and not to ** thraw it away? ! ! (hear, hear.)
They all, no doubt, remegnbered the story of hittle Red ridinchood, and the poor child’s
astonishment and alarm, as she began 10 trace the featares of the wolf inst -ad of these

of her venerable grand- mother ; aad 1+t the peopl: of Canady beware lest when they

begin to trace the real outlines of this new-fangled Respahsihle Government and are
!

calling out in the simplicity of their hearte; Ohy gran Imother, What treat hig eyes you

have ! Oh, grandmother, what a great big nose you have ! 1t may not, as in the case
of poor littlesRed ridinghood, be too late, and the reply to the exclamation Oh, grand-

> : .
mother, what a great big mouth you have ! be, * that's to 2obble you up the better my

h ¢ g 2 A ’ ' i y
child”—eheers and much laughter.

It had been said that there is no fact before the country to siow that the course taken

7 the late Ministry was coanected with the pricucal application of this principle,  But
18 1t not clearly stated in the note of Mr. Lafoitaine, and not pretended to be disputed
either in that of the Governor-G :neral or in any subsequent docum=nt proc -eding from
that distinguished quarter, ¢ that appointments and proposals to mike appointments?’?
hal been made by the head of the Government 1s~d of it,
Is not thar a fact—and a tact too at utfer variance with the statement, that Respousible
Government has b:en hitherto pursued “ wethout dsciation” to b= found 1 His
FExcellency’s note and that made 1n the answer which the head of the Government

B

ithout his Council berhaaliy
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has been advised to make to the Brock address, (hear, hear), that *“ Respensible
Governiment in all i1s essentials is acknowledged, adopted and taithfully pursued, and
has been n full operation throwghowt His Ercellency’s Administration.”

Some who have made this objection, seem unable to comprehend the difference
between a suct and a case. A ca=e is not stated, because the ministry did not resign
upon a case, butthe fuctol ** appomtments and proposals to make appointments’® having
been made without reterence to them, 1s stated because 1t was upon not a case=~but
cases ol that kind, demoastrating as they did, that the head of the Government was not
prepared to act up to the Resolutions ol 1841 (hear, hear) ; and, upon ascertaining,
by a conterence with him, that, so far from there being a prospect of any alteration in
the practice referred to, he was resolved to persevere in 1t, that the Minmistry felt bound
to resign.  (Hear, hear.)

Again an attempt had been made to mislead the public into a belief that the disruption
turned wholly on a demand by the nnnistry for a stip..lation—as it 18 called—of an
unconstitutional character.  (Hear, hear.)  But he (Mr. Baldwin) thought that his
learned triend, Mr. Lafontaine, having seconded Mr. Boulion’s addition to the address,
was a sullicient proof that all they asked was that muatual understanding which Mr.
Boul:on’s resoiution not only recognisd, but indeed declared to be, absolutely neeessary.
(Cheers.)

But it was clear from the extracts he had redd, and the andembed facts tor which
he had referred, that the practice of the heal of the Government, with respect fo the
pointailuded to, had not been consistent with the principle of Responsible Government
as recommended by Lord Durham, and as enunciated in the Resolatious of 1841, and
that had the Governor-General, on the conterence which ensued upon the Minsters’
remonstrance, acquiesced 1n these views as to what ought to be the practice of the
Government with respect to appointments, and objected merely to entering into any
forwal stipulation upan the subject, he wopld have o explained himself to the Ministers,
and have co stated in his Note to Mr. Ldfontaine, in which 1t 18 expressly stated that
*“three or more distinet propositions weré made to him over and over again’—(hear,
hear, }—sulhciently showing the anxity ot Ministers to meet his views as to the mode
of arriving at the object, provided that object was substantially attained, viz., the
coming to a distinet understanding as t. what ought to be the practice of the
Government in this particular.  (Cheers.) But this was the real ditference—the head
of the Government was and 1s of one opinion, they were and are of another. He
was and 18 of opinion, as the answer to the Gore Address distinctly avows, that he
need only consult his Ministers on what he deems oceasions of adequate importance,
they were aud are of opinion that his constitutional duty s to eensult them on all
matters, *‘except ©n poiuts involving strictly Impernal 1nterests.”” (Cheers.) But
when the cause of the disruption is placed solely on the **stipulation,”” 1t is forgetten
that this was a dithcalty that could only have arisen on the occasion of the remonstrance
which took place the day before the resignation, whereas the Governor-General himself
has declared that he aud his Munsters had been in a state of ** autagonism’’ from his
first arnval 1o the Province.  (Loud cheers.) Hew 1dle then is 1t to pretend that the
question at issue between them, was any other than whether his views or their's
were the most consistent with the real principle of Responsible Government, as
recomniended by Liord Dyrham, and enunciated in the Resolutions of 1841. (Hear, hear.)

Again : it had been said that the Ministry had resigned, because of a difference
between them and the head of the Government, upon a mere theoretical question, and
this allegation 18 made in the very face of the statement in Mr. Lafontaine’s Note,
*“ that had the difference of opinion between his Excellency and themselves, and, as
they have reason to believe, between his Excellency and the Parliament and people of
Canada generally, been merely theoretical, the members of the late Execntive Council
might and would have felt it 1o be their duty to avoid any possibiity of collision.’”
(Cheers.)

Again : 1t has been said that they had attempted to wrest from the Governor-General
the royal prerogative—to make him a tool and themselves supreme—though in the same
Note to which he had referred, 1s the (as yet) uncontradicted assertion *‘ that they
repeatedly and distinetly explained to his Excellency that they considered him free to
act contrary to their advice, and only claimed an opportunity of giving such advice,’”

»
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and of knowing before others his Excellency’s intentions.  (Hear, hear.) The truth s
(said Mr. Baldwia), the views of Responsible Government, developed in the
documents proceeding from the head of the Government, would, if acted upon, make
the Responsible Ministers of the Crown in the Province the merest tools, and reduce
them to a sfate of degradation the most abject and humiliating : and was such the
condition that is henceforth to be annexed to the tenure of the highest offices in the
Provincg? If it is, then no men of character will accept them. (Loud cheers.)

Again it had been said that there had been a discrepancy between the statements of
Mr. Lafontaine’s note, and that of the Head of the Government ; but a careful perusal
of these documents will saow, that no discrepancy exis's as to the facts alleged 1n
that note. (Hear, hear.) There 18, indeed, much ditference 1n the views of the
respective parties, but that was what led to the disruption—the Head of the
Government protesting against ‘¢ the v-xplunu!mn.” not against the existence of any
fact stated by Mr. Lafontaine,—we also protest against his Excellency’s explanation ;
for while he calls “t-spuus\blv Government “‘ an undehined question,’”’—we turn to
Lord Durbam’s Report, aad to the Resolutions of 1841, and deny that it 1s undetined,
except to those who are unable or unwilling to understand 1t. . Upon the practical
apphcation of this great principle to the adminisiration of all our local aflai s, he
believed; depended not only the happiness and prospenty of the Colony itself, but the
continuation of its connection with the Parent State.  This was no new opinion of
his,—it was one which he had communicated to Lord Glenelg, in 1836, and to Lord
Durham, 1n 1838 ; it was, therefore, that he had ever exerted the best energies with
which the Almighty had blessed him, to procure this great political good for his native
country. [Cheeri’]

Born under the protection of the British standard,—under the protection of that
standard he wished to live and die, and to leave that protection as an inheritance to his
children after him : but not as a mark of infamy or degradation, but as one of houour
and of safety. (Loud Cheers.)

He f-ared he had trespassed too long upon their attention, but he had almost
necessarily been led to touch upon the points to which he alluded, to counteract the
effect of any misapprehension which might exist respecting them.  There were others
which lay so directly in has way, that it was ditheult to abstan from taking them up, but
they would no doubt be treated of by the gentlemen who were 1o follow him, and with,
he doubted not, much more eloquence than he could pretend to discuss them. Agaiu
thanking them, therefore, for the honour of placing bim 1n that chau, and for the
attention with which they had so long heard him, he would give way to the other
gentlemen who h‘d come prepared to take part in the proceedings of the day. (Loud
cheers.)

HON. HENRY JOHN BOULTON shortly afterwards rose and said : he must
apologize for appearing before the Associatioa without some previous thought ot
how he should address them, but it was only on that merning that he had bLeen
able so to arrange professional business as 1o enalle him to he present on tlat
occaxon.  He felt however the deep importance of the sulject =o ~trongly, thal
he feared not his ability of proving its correciness tpthe ratizfaction of all " The
Resolution which he was about to proj« S€ Was :

““1. That this Association, devotedly attached ta the punciples -of the British
Constitution, are determined to use every ('lmﬂlllllflnlml\ln"unﬁ within their power, to
secure the practical application of the principles of_that Constitution to the
management of all the local atfairs of the Colony, convinced that in =o doing, they
are at ence performing the duty which they owe to themselves and their postenty,
and streagthening in the best manner possible the connection with the Mother Country,
which they desire to perpetuate.”

He (Mr. Boulton) felt proud in being the means of offering for the adopticn
of so highly respectable and so numerous an audience, a Resolution <o truly
Constitutional, and which must meet with the entire apjroval of everv one
(hear, hear.) He believed all, or nearly all jresont, ware Foinin the Maother
Country—and he would a<k them, while they professed adherence 10 the Biitish




Constitution, whethier when they left their own firesides—1le
Scotland, or England—the y expected that

as ~aves? (eries of no, no.)

their native land
would reccive

it m Ireland,
they were coming to a Foreign ('uunn_y
No, lie believed their heaits Lurned with love 10
buthe felt that one and all must have expected that liere they
all the wrivileges, which they enjoyed at home under the British
Constitntion. chear, hear.)  That was his teeling, and he had no doubt it was
the feeline of all. \\'!u-n-,\h«' would ask, was such a Constitution & be fq und ?

It was a Constitution envied by the whole we rid, and he doubted not they were

all of one voice with him when he said, that not an effort of his should be left
untried, while he breathed, to sustain and perpetuate that Constitution in Canada.
(enthusiastic cheers.) It was a form of Government which he was satisfied,
after long experience and deep reflection, was the |

est form to be found under
Heaven.  (cheers.)

[t was a form which protected the weak as well as the
the strong could protect themselves. A form which protects the interests
of all within its swav, better than that of any other among civilized nations.
loud cheers.]  He [Br. Boulton] would never flinch in saying, that he tiusted

to see at yet carricd out in every portion of the British Empire.
Canada, they were called t

they felt that here it had
was all they d

strone

As regarded
0 pass the Resolution which he now offered, because
been infringed on. (cheers.] The Britich Constitution
red, and nothing less would they take ; it puaantecd to them
the liberty of the people, while carefully watched over by the Representatives
of the prople.  [hear, hear.] We had an equal right here as in England, to
watch and to insist on the proper application of 1ts p1inc iples as enforced at heme.
He [the Hon. G ntleman] demanded that the people of this country should be
placed on the same footing as at home- they were equally well entitled to it
and they ought to take nothing less. [loud cLeers.] In 1this C untry it was of
course impossible that the Sovereien could rule perconally—and therefaie a

Governor was sent to perform what He Majesty could not do Herself. {loud
cheers.]  Now h |

v woukl assy was it nght that the depuaty should have higher
prerozatives than the perscn who deputed him 2 Ought a servant to have more
authority than his master? sAssuredly not,—(cheers —and that being the cage
the Governor-General has no right to exercise the prerogative of the Crown
otherwise than at home. (Hear, hear.) We contend ¢sajd Mr. Boulton) that the
Governor shall rule by and with the alvice of his constitutional advisers.  This,
however, is sa’l to be

iconsistent with the dependence of a Colony—but that he
totally denied.  Te maintained that this principle was egua ly applicable to the
Coloay as to the Mother Country,— cheers and he would show the advantage
of such a system as was contended for heye The Administration in this
country clann to

whvise the Repiesentative of Majesty on all subjects
imvolving the well-being and happiness of the country ; and with
regard to every local aflair they had an indubitable right to be consulted. Why
should this be, it might be asked? Because it was impossible for a (.'n\(-llmr.,
coming here a stranger—and it would be worse if he were an old resident,
subject to all the prejudices and acrimony of local parties
for him at once to know and weigh in a just
the feelings and the wishes
He must thereiore take

he made
no distinction

it would be impossible
balance the wants and necessilies,
» oF @ population so widely extended as that of Canada.
advice from some one—and who are likely to give it o
well as those drawn from the Representatives of (he people themselves? True,
he may alvise with the mino ty —but are they responsible 2 No, they are not,
and it is responsibility we demand from the advisers of the Crown. It wa# right
that the advice to be te should be given by leading members
of the majority of the Legislature—showing to the people that they enjoy the
confidence of the Crown. (Loud cheers.)y It is only from them that the Governor
General can Constitutionally receive advice. [le (the hon. gen.] would like to

gay 1l, on gomg to Windeor to wait on Her

cred to the Governo

st
know, what Sir Robert Peel would
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Majesty, he were leit in the ante-rocm, until Lerd Jehn Russell, or any other
leading opponent of the Administation, Lad finished a private audience with bLer
Majesty ? [Hear, hear.] He sail, without fear of contadiction, that Sir Robert
Peel would have mstantly resigned cflice and the only fault he had to find with
his [Mr. Boulton®s] hon. triend i the chair, was that he did not do so, the very
moment he was so treated (Loud cheers.])  He was the last man to allude to
the names of individuals, but he had hecard of persons being consuited, who
ought not to have nterfered while there were Constitutional advisers in cffice.
He maintained that no person had a right to be consulied by the Crown but
the Administration.  The Governor-General conceded their right, it was true, to
bring in Bills in Parhament—but that was a very trfling matier; any one cculd
do that. [Hear, hear.] In his [Mr. Boulton’s] opinion, the goodness or ladness
of laws depended more on the way in which they weire carried out, than on the
laws th¢mselves—and if the laws were executed =0 as to give satisfaction to the
people, it mattered li‘tle who introduced them to Parliament.—[Cheers.] It had
been said that the Administration wa= only to be consulted on matier= of « adequate
importance,”—but he [the hon. zen.] sai ] they were to be consulted on everything.
{Hear, hear.] He maintained that the mode of consultation ought to be, h)’ the
Heads of Departments going to the Governor, and saying what the country wanted,
and what they recommended tobe done. Not by the Governor going to the
Heads of Departments and telling them what he wanted done. [Loud cheers.]

He [Mr. Boulten] had been a hundred times in Downing Street, during the reign
of several Sovereigns, but he had never known an instance of a King going there
and giving his directions as to what he wanted done. [Laughter.] No, the Minister
goes to the Sovereign and says 1 propose to appoint such a persou to office, and
then the question is shall he be appointed by the Crown or not. The Crown has an
undoubted right to say to Sir Robert Peel, *“ you shall not appoint Lord Ashburton as
Minister to the United States,’”” or, *‘vou shall not send the Duke of Buccleuch to
Russia.”” Her Majesty has a peifect nght to do so; but Sir Robert Peel has an
equal right to say, ‘“if your Majesty has not confidence in my advice, I must
resign.”’ [I,mnl cheers.] *“1 cannot go before the Country, and show that [ am a
mere instrument—that. 1 have no say in my own Department. 1If my advice is not
taken, 1t provess | have not your Majesty’s confidence.”” Now that was the exact
system of the British Constitution, and which was acted on in the Mother Country;
and he hoped that although he [Mr. Boulton] was an old man, he would yet live,
to see it in full and successful operation, and that before long, 1 Canada. [Loud
cheere,] He would not be content with any other system, or with anything short
of it. [Hear, hear.] He did not say so from party feeling—the demand was right
and proper in itself, and he advocated it from a stronger impulse than mere personal
considerations. In or out of power, he wanted no favor from any party whatever—
[cheers]—and, therefore, he was free to state all he thought on the subject. For the
sake of the peace and prosperity of the Province, he trusted to see it acted on—
he had very near said conceded—he did not like ** concessions,”’ the word stuck in
his throat—(enthusiastic cheers)—it was only an honest debt due to us which they
demanded. Mr. Baldwin had said, that the Administration has to endorse every Act
of the Government, and it was undoubtedly true. Now there were four Banks in
Toronto, and they all knew that if they endorsed a note to get money at the Bank,
and the promiser did not fulfil his promise and pay the note, the endorser must meet the
obligation—he must pay the note. [Loud cheers.] It was quite as serious a matter
to endorse the Acts of the Government, as to put one’s name on the back of a pretty
large piece of paper. [Leud cheers.] Now, when they think the Government are
likely to be defaulters, it\js full time for the Minis'ry to withdraw—to take their
names off the paper before they are sued. [Laughter.] A complaint is made against
the late Ministry that they resigned — now that they had a perfect right to do.
They were not bound to remain guarantees for paper which they did not think could
be met at maturity, so they resigned, and left room for better men —if they could be
Sound. [Loud cheering.] And fnri'mlr months such men had been sought for in
every direction, but whether it was omkaccount of the wooden character of the country,
he [Mr.Boulton] could not say—but they had not been found yet. [Much applause
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and laughter.] Perhaps they had not got on the proper ‘¢ trail”” yet. [(’h"ers.]
For the last four months it had been often stated by parties opposed to us, that we
had not come the length of being competent to govern our own affairs—that we are
but children yet ! Now he [the hon. gentleman] considered it the greatest mistake—
he had never seen children with such beards—childien of such large growth in his
life—[Che ers]—-lhv) were very precocious children.  The truth is, we are a ProrLE ;
and a people of as much importance as Scotland was at the time nl the union. [Loud
cheers.] How absurd it would have been to have talked of the Scottish people at
that time, as children. Why, the man who would have so spoken of them in those
days, would have been apt to encounter the claymores of the descendants of Wallace
and Bruce. [Enthusiastic cheers.] We are a million and a-half of people, mostly
natives of Great Britain ; and our emigrating to the Western World for a wider field
for our energies, is a proof that we are an enterprising people.  [Cheers.] We do
know how to conduct our own aflairs, and we will doso in a proper manner. The only
safe principle for our government, is to take Lord Durham’s invaluable Report as .its
basis. I do think that Rgport does its author immortal honour, and devolves on the
people of Canada a heaVy load of gratitude—[loud cheers..] Now, all that was
wanted, was to have it honestly carried out.  We have been accused [said Mr. Boulton]
of agitating and prolucing dissension in the country, and preventing the views of
Government being carried out.  Now, if there has been 1umproper agitation, it has
come from our opponents : a small knot of persons here and there, to enable the govern-
meant to carry on without responsibility, and to lay a foundation for clap trap answers,

inducing people to believe that Responsible Government is fully accorded when
everything possible is done to defeat it—[loud cheers]—I say it,

as on the house top, that not one of these ** Replies”
of Responsible Gorernment!! [immense applause.]
of the Legislature will sustain the great principie, that the people are competent to

conduct their own affairs,—and I trust that they will adopt measures to carry it out
and firmly to establish it in the country. [Cheers.]

Mr. Chairman,
has ever r('r(mnuui the prlnnpla
[ feel that a large majonty

They are the greatest destructives
who strive to keep this question unsettled, and | rrust that the people will show at the
Elections that they are satisfied it is so.

S ¢ The Hon. and learned gentleman resumed
his seat amidst loud cheers.

JOHN BOYD, Esq., had much pleasure in seconding the motion.
was put by the Chairman, and carried by acclamation.

WILLIAM HUME BLAKE,

follows

2. ““That Ministerial Responsibility
of the Executive connected with ou

The motion

Esq., rose to move the second resolution, as

to the people of this country for every act
local affairs,

is an essential ingredient of our
Constitution. It 13 a privilege to which we have as undoubted a right as England
herself. /1

And without it the responsibility of the Head of the Executive to the people
of England is no guarantee for our iiberties.” 3

Mr. Chairman, if we are here assembled for the maintenance of no great constitu-

tional right, if, as has been alleged, our oaly purpose be to thrust into office the
members of the late Executive Council ;

; then we are 1n my humble judgment
justly chargeable with a very grave offence. For much as I should deprecate any
capricious exercise of Her Majesty’s prerogative, in the change of Her Minigters in
this Province, I must yet contess that I could not consider such capricious exercise of

authority, without some other ingredient, a sufficient ground for our present appeal to
the people, (hear, hear.) But if, on the other hand, it shall appear that the question
at issue forms the very basis of all the liberties of Canada, then I must take leave

to drpre(‘mr the l.mgud"(‘ of those who object against us, that our purpoees are purely
personal (cheers.) Is this country, or is it not, bound to entertain a grateful
recollection of the man who has ever shewn that his country’s rights are dear to him ;

who has again and again relinquished olfice when it could no longer be held
consistently with those rights (loud cheers.)

Is this country, or i8 it not, prnnnled
to give plaln t'xpr('wlnn to those hcllnns?

Is it reasonable to require the people of
this country to transfer a confidence which was never betrayed, to a set of men who,
having ietained place and power, so loag as they could be protected in that enjoyment
by the favor of the Colonial Office in violation of the Constitution, in defiance of the
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wishes of the people, now seck to be restored to their former position, becausé;
forsooth, they are at length prepared to work out Respousible Government (loud
cheers.) From such docirines | wholly dissent, and, Sir, belore | enter upoun the
particular subject of the resolution which has been handed to me, 1 must ask
permission thus publicly to discharge, what 1 regard as a public duty, in respect-
fully but cordially thanking you on behalf of my couutry, tor those noble minded
and riotic exertions which sccured for us the recogniion of a principle without
which®™ we shonld, at this moment, have little title to the character of freemen,
(enthusiastic cheers.)

But, Sir, it is said that the question ot Responsible Government 1s undefined,
and knowing “as we do, that it is to operate upon the ever varying combiuations of
human ailairs, we admit that it is incapable of accurate defirition, we seek not 10 dehine
1. But we wholly deny that this principle because incapable of accurate dehinition,
18 therefore of little practical nnportance, or interest, to the people of the Province,
(hear, hear, and cheers.) It 18 true that we are permitted through the medium of
our representation, to enact such laws as may seemn to us f'.\lbl‘(lilflll. But it s
equally true that the whole Executive power is vested in our gracious Sovereign,
over whouot neither we nor yet the people of England have any direct control.  Qur
gracious Sovereign i8 in the eye of the law incapabhleof wrong. Uuless then that
executive power 1s exercised through the medium of Miuisters, over whom we have
some contrdl, through the medium of Ministers responsible to us; unless the
Administration is correspondent to the Legi-lature, is it not most apparent that the
Executive must ere long engross all the power of Government, (hear, hear,) and will
in etfect soon become despotic.  But it is said that the head of the Executive
Government here, is respousible to the people of England. Now laying out of view
for « momeant, the practical ellect of this responsibility, which we shall consider by
and by, we do now uahesitatingly assert, that however well titted such responsibility
may be to deprive us of all shadow of liberty, it can never raise us to the rank of
freemen. (Cheers.) What ! suppose | were to inform any farmer who hears me,
that he must not presume to exercise any control over those scrvants to whom he may
have entrusted the management of his property. Suppose L.were to insist that every
operation should be carried on at the will and pleasure of these servants, at the same
time assuring this tarmer, that he‘peed not fecl uneasy, as Lord Stanley’s steward
would, no doubt, compel those seryants to do th ir duty ; would that man, think you,
fancy for a moment, that he was th¢ true proprietor ot his estate. (Cries of no, no.)
Would he net rather think that hetwas the elave of Lord Stauley’s steward, and that
Lord Stanley’s steward was the ¢true proprietor of his estate. (Hear, hear.) Or
suppose | were to intorm any Aiwerchant whom 1 address; that he must not presume
to dismiss or even to reproath his clerks, who must be permitted to conduct the
business of his establishment just as they may think fit, but that he need not consider
himself in any degree their tlave, in us much as the Lord Mayor of London would
compel a strict observance of duty. Do you not tancy that those clerks of the
establishment would ere long become insolent? [Hear.] Canf{you not conceive
this unfortunate merchant sometimes protesting, that this responsibility to the Lord
Mayor of Loundon, instead of bettering his condition did in fact subjcct him to a
species of double-refined slavery, the 1usolence of the clerk at home, and the
capricious and uncertain interference of the self-constituted supervisor abroad.
(Loud Cheers.) Leaving out of view then, for the present, this respousibility to
England, which certainly forms no part of our liberties ; we must in henesty, and
solemnly, as men speaking of what they hold most dear, declare to you, that so long
as the Executive of the Province fails to correspond with the Legislature—so long as
those large and discretionary powers necessarily vested in the Monarch, (and here
we especially point to the distribution of offices and emoluments, ) are administered by
men in whom the people of this Province have no confidence, over whom they have
no control,—so long we are robbed of the greatest privilege which the very
nature of our constitution is designed to coofer. (Cheers.) The whole body
politic labours under a disease wide spread, mortal, which must end vln.dlsnolullon.
True, Sir, there are positive laws here, which the Executive must not infringe. But
who can consider the subject for a moment, and not perc:ive that the Executive,
without “infringing any positive law, may yet, if it fails to sympathize with the
people, act in a manner so foreign to the spirut of our institutions, as to pervert them
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all from their just ends. (Hear, hear.) But why should we pause to demonstrate
the possibility ol such result 7' Who that has contempiated out past history, can have
failed to perceive 1s practical eitect.  Have we not seen Administration after
Administration couducted not only without the coutidence oty but in open opposition to
the wishes of the Legisiawre; aad have we not seen that state of tuings lead (o its
inevitable result?  ‘I'he hideous disorder in which wehave had the misfortune to have
been involved. I am not prone, Siry to refer to the dicium ot any man, for the purpose

of justifying our demand upon mere authority.  We have heard oué to whom this

Province certaiuly owes much, [1 mean Lord Durham] declare, that he did uot pretend
to decide upon the policy ot granting to Canada representutice institutions—language
this, which thould never have escaped the hps ot an knghshman. 1 must co.fess
myself therefore, indisposed to fix upon the wording ot a despatch, or a resolutidn,

for the purpose of fornfying’our rights.  Such a course may be highly proper ia settilng

mere questions of torm ; but those essential nghts which we now cemand, rest on the
basis of eternal justice, upon which no resolution, however Constitutional, can more
firmly establish them, from which no despatch Wowever arttully worded can ever
remove them. And yet, Sir, | cannot forbear to cite a passage or two from the
writings of as great a philosopher and as eminent a statesman as ever graced the

English Senate, I mean Mr. Burke, an authority to which even our opponents wilt
defer :

‘It is therefcre next in order and equal in importance that the discretionary
powers which are necessarily vested in the Monarch, whether for the execution
of the laws, or for the nomination to magistracy and othce, or for conducting the atiairs
of peace and war, or for ordering the revenue, should aH be exercised upon public
principles and national grounds, and not on the likings or prejudices, the intrigues,
or policies of a court. This I said is equal

in unportance to the securing a
Government according to law. The

laws reach a very httle way. Constitute
Government how you please, infinitely the greater part of it must depend upon the
exercise of the powers which are left at large to the prudence and uprightness of
Ministers of State. Even all the use and potency of the laws depends upon them.
Without them, your Commonwecalth is no better than a scheme upon paper, and not a
living, actual, effective Constitution, It 1s possible that through negligence, or
ignorance, or design; artfully conducted, Ministers may sutler one part of Government
to languish, another to be perverted from its purposes, and every valuable interest of
the Country to fall into ruin aund decay, without the possibility of ftixing on any
single act, on which a criminal prosecution can be justly grounded,

» * » L L » L » * » L ] » *

‘“ Nothing indeed will appear more certain on any tolerable” consideration of the
matter, than that every sort of Governinent ought to
correspondent to its Legislature.
hideous disgrder.  The

have 1ts Administiration
If 1t should be otherwise, things must fall into an

people of a free Commonwealth, who have taken such
care that th€ir laws should be the results of general consent, cannot be so senseless as

to suffer their executory system to be composed of persons on whom they have nd
dependence, and whom no proofs of the public love and conhdence have recommended
to these powers, upon the use of which the very being of the State depends.

‘“ The popular election of magistrates, and popular disposition of rewards and
honours, 1s one of the first adcantuges of a free State. Without u, or something

equizalent to u, perhaps the people cannot long emjoy the substance of freedom:
Certainly none of the nwifinng energy of good Government.’

But, Sir, it is said that the responsibility of the head of the Executive to the people
of England, is the surest guarantee of our liberties ; nay, the only guarantee which
Wwe can have consistently with our position as Colonists. That such language should
fall from the lips of noble Secretaries of State ; that they should consider a simple
declaration of ministerial approval as a sufficient sanction for any violation of our
rights however flagrant ; nay, that such passing notice of our humble condition should
be regarded as the proper object of our gratitude, would not much surprise us. And we
would not feel disconcerted even though we should find such language faintly echoed
by the people of England. But that there should be found in this country any
man degraded so low, as to pander to this lust of despotic power,—[cheers]—that there
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rate #hould be found ,any man base enouch to barter his own,-hts children’s dearest
:‘tltt‘; right, for some {fp'ulll')' present :qi\;mr'z-'n}. How can s h things be and not {ull
gl us wnh'\\'nn(}m ' [Lould eheers ] Responsibility 1o the people of England,
Vits k)f:u}o(h. What ! docs nu!] the ( m\\in coastinite lu-x‘v the thard branch ,U[ the
ave l,egys]uf‘llrc, as Eungland [s not I;xf‘ Legislative Council, our N't‘«'l\]. branch
Il nnnnnalv:l by the ( rown, as in Fngland Are not the prerogatives of the Crown as
b3 violate here as in England?  Aad am I to be told that all those sirong, those natural
'::::; ) (l:,'H to the parent state, must be [“j'r‘lill" | as nothing, unless w e also conseut that the
e Government of this A‘nlll‘lll_\ be conducted by ministers over whomn the [v-'u]vy] ot the
f}s CQUI:Hy have no control I say sir that this right must not be <'4furulml by the ;u:!pi“
5 of Caunada; nay 1t must not be conceded even though the Commons of Eungeland
D:é were d_mpo.ﬂvd to exercise {t \\”.h lfn- u'mm(‘ impartality and vigor,—it 18 a

concession no less repugnant te the Liberty ol Canada to grant, than unworthy the
he greatness of Kngland to demand. We desire, indeed earnestly desire, to be
T" united to England, but it must be by ties of which freemen need not be ashamed—
'l('r England cannot wish,» and we must not conseunt, to be bound as aves,
ie [Cheers. ] But sir we utterly deny that the rnicht of controul, If conceded,
h;; would even be exercised by the people of Eugland with impartiality or vigor ;
. and history shall have raised her warning voice for us to little purpose, it she has

failled to convince us that sach contronl, however well fitted to secure the
ry 1 aggrandizement of the Parent State, has yet never operated, and never w:ll
m operate as a shicld to the liberties of the Coloaist. We have ndeed seen the
rs people of England demand of a noble Lord some account of a rapacity almost
1c unparalleled in the age of Roman despotism,—rapacity which during a few brief
8; years had amass>d wealth sutlicient 1o arouse the envy of the ancient and privileged
a nobility of England. But with what result?  Why at the very hour—the very
e | moment when the Commons of England were engaged 1n the solemn investigation
e ’ of that heinous offence.—At that very hour and moment, the King of England
of was desecrating the venerable temple at Westninster, by bestowing upon that
I Governor the highest honor which the crown of England could coufer Jut 1t

may be said that the circumstances of our country, nay its very povetty, (I have
r heard less tenable arguments urg=d) sufficieutly protect us from the iron grasp of
t rapacity, and that such instances as I have alduced are therefore uninsiructive.
f Let us then contemplate some of the enormities of the immediate successor of
? that Governor of the Indian Empire of England; for the purpose of satisfying

ourselves whether that Responsibility of the head of the Executive Government
to the people of England, on which we are asked to rely, can be justly regarled as
any guarantee of our rights. Look then at Warren Hastings, confessedly the
man, who contributed most to the aggrandizement of the power of the Parent State,
and tell me whether he was found s mpn!un\" in the preservation of the rights of the
people of India. Accompany him to the palace of Fylzabad, and witness those agonies
from which neither the weakness of age. nor the infirmity of sex, nor the dignity of
rank could protect the venerable Princesses of Oude. Follow him to the dungeons of
Lucknow, and hear an LEnglish Governor General in the name of the Brninsh
Government; consign to months of unpitied, unrespited. unreprieved torture,
the aged and faithful attendants of those noble ladies, for ne other reason than that he
wight wnng from them, that treasure with which ke designed to satisfy the
nnbounded rapacity of Englishmen,—with no better apology than that his victimm had
not the means ef resistance to his power.

-

Contemplate the people of England transplanting into British\ India, English Judges,
and those forms of English justice which the experience of fages had approved, in
order that the blessings of civilization might be distributed gver that vast Empire,
d and every truly British heart will swell with honest pride at fhe display of so much
magnanimity. But behold this Governor-General of Igdia—'‘the uvpright and
noble-hearted English Gentleman,” [cheers]—reach forth-his hand to pollute what
had been designed a fountain of ligh* and life, from which unnumbeted blessings
should flow to the temotest corners of the land ! Behold him reach forth his hand and
pollute that foantain, till its bitter waters spread desolation and death wherever they
reached ! Picture to yourselves an English Governor daring enough to aek, and an
English Judge base enough to sell himself to degrade his office into an instrument of
one of the foulest judicial murders which ever disgraced the annale of that, or any other

c




18

country, and I ask whether the responsibilityof the Governor General to the Commons
of England was of any avail to guard the nghts of the people of India ?

When I look at England erecting in India a great military power, for the purpose of
protecting her subjects in that vast Empire from foreign aggression, and procunng for
them the enjoyment of that British freedom which has secured to England herself
happiness so unboundgd—greatness so unparalleled—I strive not to repress that patriotie
pride which 1 am free to confess I cannot control. But when I behold a- British
Governor of British India—when I sce the man chosen to bear the message of peace and
freedom from the English nation to their fellow subjects of India—when 1 see that
man place the military power of England under the control of a b!()nd-|hir.sty tyrant,
not to secure these blessings of peace and freedom, for which it was designed, but
to the end that that tyrant might, en a moment without control, pour all the horror of
Indian warfare upon the happy valley of Rohilcund.  When I see a British army placed
under the command of an Indian despot, that the noble, the happy, the peaceful
Rohillas, might, at one blow, be subjected to the sway of a ruthless, a debauched
tyrant, [ ask myself is this responsibility to England then, the guarantee offered ws for
the preservation of our rights?

What ! when 1 sce the Mujesty of England condescend to receive with favor the
man guilty of all these enormities, when 1 hear that the man who perpetrated these
foulest crimes against the people of India, was pronounced by the nobles of England
to have commitied no crime against the laws of Eugland, no crime against the justice
of the English nation. When | read these things, shall any stigma which the foul
breath of scandal can fix upon me=-shall uny punishment which the frail arm of mortality
can inflict, deter me from asking whether we have not a right as men to demand
some other guarantee for our liberties! Shall any man dare to tell me that I must
not ask the people of this Province whether they are prepared to relinquish that control
over their servants, which the reason and justice of England has conceded, and to
accept 1n its stead a respousibility to the people of England of which we have been
consideRng the bauneful results 7 "Did 1 believe that the people of the Province would
hesitate for one instant on the alternative (hear, hear,) sad would be my forebodings.
But it is because 1 am conlident that the mind of this people is fixed. It is because
[ am conscious that the denand of this sacrifice is not the demand, is net the Iaxnguage
of England, but of men resident amongst us, traitors to their country and their nghts.
Itis because I entertain the utmost confidence, in English love of justice, and Canadian
love of liberty, that I am enabled to address you in’ this crisis of our affairs, full of
cheering hope (enthusiastic cheers.) The loud complaints which are uttered against
men who ask nothing but their undoubted rights, is not the language of genuine
love of British greatness and British liberty, it is the foul offspring of flattery and
slander. It is the langnage of men who being conscious that they have no place in
the confidence or affection of the people of the Provinee, strive to acquire place and
power by means as little known to the Constitution, as they are base—by flatteries
to the Colonial Minister, as degrading as their slander of their fellow subjects 1s mahgn
(loud bursts of applause. ).

But, Sir, hardly can we make mention of the rights of Canada. Scareely do we
speak of a consututional struggle for the preservation of our privileges, before the
finger of scorn is pointed at us, as though this Province were so degraded in the
scale of things. that every attempt to make its voice heard amongst the people of
the earth, nad only rendered it a fit object of ridicule. [Hear, hear.] We have indeed
been told by one eloquent, and”1 suppose I ought to add, **noble hearted Govesnor,””
[hear, hear,] that a single parish in London; nay, a single English noble is possessed
of more wealth than our poor Province can boast. And, because 1 suppose it
would be disloyal to allow the hints of ‘“those noble hearted English gentlemen’
to be thrown away, it seems to have become a fundamental maxim with a eertain clase
of politicians, that the connexion of this Province with the British Empire is
good of sueh iufinite magnitude, as to supercede the necessity, nay to leave ne
room for the assertion of those common place blessings of liberty, for which the
nations of the earth have ever struggled. [Loud cheering.] Allow us, say they, to
continue an integral part of the British Empire, and all other privileges are in ouy
estimation light as air. Let us but form a portion of that glerious Empire—to the
winds with that liberty which England herself so dearly prizes. To the wind with
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that portion of it which the justice of England has already conceded to us.  Let it too
be resumed. Only permit us to call ourselves anintegral part of the British Empire,
andit1senough. (Loud cheering.] Sir, appellations have been freely applied to us for
the assertion of our honest convictions—we must not condescend to bandy names
with any man or body of men, no matter how dignified their station.  But thus much we
may venture to say, that this is not language to be listened to by freemen, [hear,
hear,] those are not the sentiments of Britoas; those are not the sentiments which
have laid so deep the foundation of British liberty. upon which the splendid fabric of
British greatness has been reared. [Loud cheers. ]

Nay, Sir. it 18 not the language of England towards this Province.  For she has
solemnly and repeatedly conceded to us, that right of controul over our Provineial
Executive, without which we are but slaves.  [Great applause.]  We, therefore, tell
thosc reasoners that they belie the greatness and the justuce of England, in atiributing
to her such sentiments. We solemnly protest against the violation of our sacred
rights, in direct opposition to the wishes of the Euglish nation.

Let us then hear no more of our insignificance in this our strugele for freedom.  No
man, no body of men, contending for liberty can ever be regurded as insignificant.
8Such a spectacle 18 insignificant, only to the coward slave, who knows not wherein the
true dignity of man consists. (hear, hear.) It will be hailed by every true hearted
Englishman as a spectacle the most significant.  He will rejoice to see the budding
forth of those seeds of liberty, which itis the glory of England to have planted over
the globe. [Cheers.] Were we to apply to an English Statesman to know
whether 1t became us to surrender the rights which England hersclt had conceded to
us without raising an opposing voice—lest forsooth ! our insignificance should excitle
a smile of contempt. The magnanimity of the English Statesman would inform us,
that a million and a half of men must not silently witness the spoliation of their property,
least of all of their rights. It would point us to Prussia, resisting such a combination
of Europe and Asia, as in the estimation of some men, had rendered her truly
insignificant. The English Statesman would tell us of that country with a population
of less than 5,000,000 struggling with the combined forces of France, Austria, Russia,
Denmark, Sweden, and the States of Germany.  Siruggling, during seven years of
bloody war, with a population of one hundred millions, over which it eventually
triumphed. [loud cheers.] Or perhaps, we should rather be poiuted to England
herself, when, after ten years of unceasing war—aufter a strugele, marked by great
misfortunes, as well as unparalleled burthens—she not only found herself, after the
defection of all her allies, opposed, single-handed, to the giant strength of France
—but saw moreover a combination of all the Northern powers—ol Russia, her
former ally, of Prussia whom she had protected, all leagued, as one man, with France,
her implacable enemy, and striking a death blow at her naval greatness. [ Enthuiastic
cheers.] Did England shrink from a view of hLer own insigniticance ?  Let the
cannon of Copenhagen—let the immortal triumphs of the immortal Nelson answer
the enquiries. [Thunders of applause and\ great cheering.] These, Sir, were the
armed struggles of nations for existence. 'But surely our peaceful constitutional
struggles for our nights and privileges should not be regarded as less noble. [ require
not, Sir, to be informed of the greatness of Britain, or the weakness of Canada. Born
and educated as [ have been on British soil, | take a pride in the power of Britain,
which few of those who assail us can be expected to feel.  (Cheers.)  Nor do | require
to be taught to love Briush connection, to seek the perpetuation of Bilish greatness.
These sentiments have been ingrained in my very nature. They have grown with
my growth, and strengthened with my strength. They are ties, Sir, stronger—
dearer than I dare venture to express. [Loud cheers.] The hand of tyranny may
rudely sever the bond which unites this land of my adoption to the Empire, it can have
no power to rob me of thos: filial feelings towards Britain, my country, over which 1
fondly hope that the grave itself shall have no control. But shall I permit those
sacred considerations to be profaned by being used as arguments to induce me to
surrender my essential rights as a freeman England cannot wish, and certainly she has
no right to preserve the integrity of the empire by such a sacrifice.  And I hesitate
not to declare that much as I glory in the power of Britain, much as I admire
her unparalleled greatness, I had rather see them mouldering in the dust, than
supported by an infringement of those Constitutional principles of liberty upon which
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they were founded, and with which I even dare 1o hope that they will fall. [The
eloquent and learned gentleman sat down amidst loud and long continued bursts of
applause. ] ,

WM. L. PERRIN, Esq., [Merchant] said : Mr. Chairman, [ have great pleasure
in coming forward to second the resolution so ably moved by my friend, Mr. Blake.
After the eloquent speech he has delivered and seeing so many Gentlemen aroand
me, who are waiting to address you, and who can do much more justice to the cause
than 1 can, it would be presumptuous in me to take up the time o' this meeting.

JAMES HERVEY PRICE, Esq., M. P. P., rose and said :

Mr. Chairman,—A much wiser man than myself has declared, that there is a time
to speak and a time to b: silent—anl after the very elo juent and tal>nted speeches
which have this night been delivered, and from the knowledge that gentlemen equally
talented with those who have preeeded e, are to address the meeting, 1 think 1 shall
best consult your wishes and convenience, by moving the Resolution I hold in my
hand, in silence.  Here Mr. Price was interrupted by universal cries of go on, go on.
After silence wasrestored, Mr. Price said, 1 would most cheerfully speak to the motion,
were it nat that 1 8r from the number of speeches which are to follow, the time and
patience of the meeting will be entirely exhausted; I therefore do hope that I may be
permitted simply to move the Resolution, and make way for the Hon. Mr. Sullivan.
Mr. Price then read the Resolution and took his seat, upon which the meeting
simultancously and with one voice called on hun to speak. He again rose, and as
soon as the cheering had subsided said, gentlemen, 1 am not ingensible to the flattering
manner in which you have received me this night, but 1 am equally seusible of the
great inconvenience you suffer in the very crowded state of the meeting, and the
excessive heat of the room; and I do implore you to allow me to be silent, sa that the
gentlemen aronnd me may have an opportunity of delivering their sentiments, I am
at all times ready to address you, and other opportunities will present themselves, 1§
have lately spent two or three weeks in the country attending public meetings, where
union and harmony prevails universally amongst the friends of British Responsible
Government, and on those occasions 1 have found it very difficultindeed to condense
my thoughts within proper limits, and 1 fear now that if | were once to commence
speaking to the Resolution entrusted to me, that I should far exceed the limits that
prudence would dictate, from Tne fact of the Resolution being replete with interest and
constitutional principles.  Gentlemen urge me no longer, and believe me that at the
close of this meeting you will say with me, that it was better that I held my peace,
than that others #nore eloquent should be prevented addressing you. Mr. Price again
resumed his seat amidst inmense cheering,

*¢3. That the full establishment of such responsibility as reconmmended by Lord
Durham, introduced by Lord Sydenham, recoguized by the Resglutions of the
Coimmons of the Province of 3d September, 1841, and acted upon by the late lamented
Sir Charles Bagot in the change of Ministry in September, 1842, requires that the
business of the country should be conducted under the Representative of the
Bovereign, by means of Heads of Departnents, having seats both in the Executive
Counoil of the Province, and in the Provineial Parliament, forming the Cabinet of
the Head of the Government, and prepared to defend in their places in Parliament,
the measures of their several Departments, and politically responsible, individually and
coilectively, to the Provincial Parliament for every act of the Provincial Government.”

JESSE KETCHUM, Esa., was received with loud applause. He =aid he did
not like to be always finding fault—and he bad been consideving what good was
likely to result from the present position of affairs in Canada. It appeared to him
(Mr, Ketchum,» that one great good which would devolve from it was—discussion,
(hear hear.) Young people were always coming forward in the wor, and if
something did not occasionally occur to compel them to enquire into their rights,
the people would lose sight of, and forgel then just privileges, (cheers.) Another
Z00K \\"m‘h had resulted was, that now the countiy would kncw exactly who the
men were who are willing to praise and fawn upon the Governor General, do
what he would, (ch(?tr\‘ ) They knew now who they were who would =ell their
liberties—for what? why, exactly for what Esau got for his birth-right, (loud

TS

ETRPRENBP . )

%
4
g
l.
]
i
:

ARSI s . % e AT




€.

Wd

-y W e .

4
3
b
g
:

21

cheers.) One thing he (Mr. Ketchum) rejoiced to notice—the highest people
among the other party, the old, well tried opponents of the Retormers—had not
committed themselves.  Thev left that to others who ha:d not <o much experience.
For four months Canada had been without a Government —tor he held that an
unconstitutional Government was no Government at all, (~heers.) Al acmitted
that Canalda had a richt to R sponsthle Government——it was therefore lor the
pq-()plc to keep it. [t was sanl the Governor was respon=ibile to the people—tut
how were they to mmake it available 7 1t was like a Banker who gets his bills
into circulation here and goes oft to Buffalo.— what could you do then with vour
bills 2 When the Governor General went home to Eneland, who was to ];n’ his
hills? We know how toget at the Miistiy~~they want cur vctes now and again
—but how can we make a Governors vesponsibility to us avai'able > His
Excellency says the late Ministry wished to make a tool of him—-tut because
a person will not do as another wanted, M that make a tool of him ? Assuredly
not. [Hear, hear.| He [Mr. Ketchum)] thoucht if that was making a tool of
a person—and some one must be male atool of—belter that the Governor should
be so, rather than the whole people of Canada, when all they wanted was their
jml and Constitutional nights.  [Loud cheers]  He had much pleasure 1n
seconding the Resolution just proposed by his friend Mr. Price.  The motion
was put from the Chair and carried unanimously.

HON. R. B. SULLIVAN having moved the following resolution, addressed the
meeting at length.

4. That such Heads of Departments, forming the Provincial Administration under
the Representative of the Sovereign, can constitutionally retain office only so long
as they possess the confidence of Parliament.”

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen—I do not wonder at my learned triend, Mr. Price,
for his desire not to address a A¢igthened speeceh 1o you, afier the stirring and
eloquent addresses vou have h’finl this evening; and 1 assure vou that I am not
one who would willingly brave a comparison, or provoke a contrast between my
hunible efforts, and the fervid and : Imost overwhelming speech of the speaker who
has just preceded me. By avoiding his flights of fancy, and by keeping within the
bounds of a far lower and less teresting train of thought than s, 1 <hall 1n some
measure avoid the comparison 1 shrink foom, and mav at the same nme, in some
degree, get rid of the repetition and imnation of *he same lLine of argument which
must in all cases be wearisome 1o the hearers, but which g, nevertheless, not to be
avoided when mauny speakers address an audience on the same subject, and on the
same side.

We are all apt in coming to conclusions on political docirines, to adept as
universally applicable, max:ms which admit of excepuions to their applicanilitv, and
we thereby o often expose ourselves to be met in argument by a display ot the
exceptiong,—a display which otien gives an adversarv a victory in the dispute,
without his having in fact, the best side of the case.  Yon are now recemmencing
a struggle to establish your right, as i riish Cuolonisis, to Constitutional freedom, and
ft is, therefore, incumbent upon you, not only to consider your own strength, but to
examine with a desire atier truth, the arguments which may be arrayed azainst you,
for he is a poor general who knows only the strength of lns own army. (Hear, hear.)

It is not universally true, Gentlemen, that all British subjecis are entitled to,
or can have Brinish Constitutional hberiv 3 or that all Colonies are entitled to, or
can have a Constitndion the image and transcript of that of the Paren S'ate  For
example, the British Empire has for subjects and colonisis, mitlions of people in
the East Iudies, who, trom centuries of slaverv, tvrannyv, and despotic rule, have
become, and are incapable of exercising the rights of Brinsk subjecis, in the extended
sense of that term. They wait the education, the informanon, the hahir, and the
love of free institations; and, theretore, it would be viin to bectow these blessings
upon a people, who could neither appreciate nor use them.  Itis true that the want
of the understanding and of the pussession of Constitutional liberty, has exposed that
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people to rapacity and cruelty, to rapine and grinding oppression, which language
respansibility of rulers 1o the Briish
nation has been unhappily tound but a feeble bharrier 5 butitis no less true that these
evils cannot ot present hiave theirr remedy inn present exten-ion to that country of the

Brivsh Constitation,.or by aftrding an ignornnt benighted people a control over their
oW il government, even-as regards theirr own local atlairs.

In such a condition of n conquered people, it ig evidently the duty of the supreme
state o furnish G overnors and Couneillors, wllL, regardless ot popular will, and in
the exercise pf power, locully unlimited and “wnrestrained, woold  administer
government perfecily independent of the wishes, and indifferent as to the opinioas of
the governed peaple. In such a case there is Responsible Government.  The Governor
and s naported Counerllors are responsible,—ithe public servanis are re=ponsible ; but
they are apswerable ouly 1o the Government and people of England.  True this
responsifity has often been found only#n theory @ true, it has not prevented crime,
plunder, and oppression e all instances 5 Ble still the responsibility existed; the
mjured had nominally redress.  They could petition the Sovereign,—they might
pussibly be heard betore the Limperial Parliament, and if they in tact found no redress,
and could obrain no hearing, the Government, even bad as it is, is better than any

enjoyed by the same people before, and perhaps, as good as they are capable of
enjoying. (Hear, hear.)

Is there ot too fhuch room for us to suppose, that educated in such a school, and
accustomed to such responsibility the high and respected individual who now rules
over us, may have brought his notons of tree Government from the East and not
from England : that he may have, i that distant Goverament, learned to deepise
the polincal opimons that divide a free people, and to hold in contempt the respective
parties and those who are admitted o lead them ; that he may thus have learned to
say, I want no parties, no party men, no party measures; I will judge what is

goud tor the people myselt; I will recognize no céufidence bestowed upon
Colonists ; | will not be a wol. (Hear, hear.)

But are vou, gentlemen, most of you natives of the metropolitan portion of the
Empire which gave birth to the Governor and 'o his gracious Mistresa ; are you who
are the n uves of Canada, and who have sent Representanves to the Legislature for
wear fifty years: do you admit yourselves to he unworthy to have opinions on ‘your

own affairs, 10 feel deeply pohucal diffe rvnu',-n judge for vourselves which party

'

among yourselves, think and act most for you®own interests; are you of barbarian
or shavish tribes, or will vou, upon any of these chirges, permit yourselves to be
deprived of the rights of Briush subjects? T feel that vou will not, and no matter
where your rulers may have learned their polines, or how deeply they are imburd
with these prejudices, vou know to well what is due to yourselves, and to the*
ehudred 1o whom vou will leave this by ey aad s political Liberties as a
fais wmheritance, 1o subuut to such degradation. ,‘L ud cheers.)

There may, however, be another class of Colunies, to the inhabitants of which it
might be impracucable or unwise 0 extend the blessing of British liberty. The
inhabitants might be conquered enemies, whose obedience is entorced bv the sword,
and whose affections are not gained, or whose enmity is not appeased. The
obhigation to govern such a people with justice still exists, and there may be
reaponsibility to the supreme Government and peogle, for the administration of
affairs in such a possessicn, while it 18 not easy t see how the privileges of the
British eonstiution could be safelv extended to them.  But will you admit of tims
w8 an excuse for arbirrary rule in Canda, one of the videst colonies of Bngland, whese
people have been favhiul and true, in war and peace, in prosperity and in
wbalation ! Wil vou, whose vores are now so anxi usly solicired, admit that you
are 10 be governed as enemies ' Did vou, the Emigran:s who now fill this land, come
here to be tuld that vou are not fit 10 be trusted with the political power which you

Must the prerogative vt a Governor be set up
yganst you as Colomsts, when the prerogutive of your Queen wuuld not be asserted
W the same exteut in your nauve land ? My questiuns will be answered without @
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single dissenting voice, and you will feel with me that when you became colonists
in Canada, you gave up no constigutional rights as British freemen. (Enthusiastic
cheers.)

But there is yet another class of Colonies within which vou may probably be
attempted to be brought, namely, infant Colonies—sucking Colonies—Colonies in
leading strings. It s very plain that when a few thousand people begin to settle in an
almost uninhabited country ; when they import their councillors and their public ofhcers,
JSree of duty —for they have nothing 10 dy; and while the number of inhabitants are too
small, and their paolitics too nmglntfir‘nn!, either to weigh against the opinions of
Guvernors or the Linperal interest in those who are 1o come afier,’it may not be
unwise to withhold tiom” them in their first siruggle for cxistence as a community,
pol‘i“cnl disputes, or to allow what ig itselt parish business, to assumg the dignity
and importance of political administration. It 1s strange that it is in this light, most
Englishmen are in the habit of regarding these Colonies; they look upon them
essentially as infants; they play with them, they fondle them, they give them sugar
plums, and they send them sage schoolmasters, and tell them 10 be p(md boys.
(Laughter.) But as for thinking for themselves—these infant Colonigts !—such a
notion never enters the head of the Englishma: It is true, the wise ghes say in
Eungland, they (the Colonies) cannot be infants for ever, let us watch the tigie, and
when the boys come to their majority, let them go. (Laughter.) When such
sentiments prevail respecting Colonies, it 1s not wonderful that every assertion of
Constitutional right is deemed an attempt at separation ; every claim on the part of &
Colonist to equality with an Enghshman, an attempt to prove the maturity of the
Coluny, and to establish its separate independence. [t is not that any possible relation
can be traced between a desire for local responsibility, or for control over local
administration, and discontent with the Colonial Siate, or wish to dissulve it. No,
this longing after the rights of Englishmen is looked upon as a mark of manliness, of
fulness of age; of ripeness which must cause the fruit to drop from the parent tree
L. is therefore, \that we find so litile support in the British Press ; o litle sympathy
amongst British statesmen; because it is often said - it is admitied to be true, that
Colomes are infants and must be governed as such ; and as 1n a school he 18 the best
boy who makes the least noise, so in a Colony thev dgre the best subjects who give
the Colonial Secreiary the least trouble. (Hear, hear,) When did vou ever see
a serious inquiry ‘as to which of two quarrelling children were in the right, or where
have you read of a serious investigation as to which of two parties in a Colony had
justice on its side 7 (Cheers.)

Lord Durham was almost the first Englishman of high station who appears to
have conceived the possibility of Colonists thinking for themselves and remaining
Colongsts.  He did not shut nis eves to the comparative smallness of our affairs, bot
he determined by means of the Union, to make these affairs larger. He proposed the
Union of the Provinces ot for the purpose of oppressing one by ineans of the other,
but for the purpose of making their right to self-government wnquestionahle. He
proposed to unite the Colonies, that their people united, might be too strong for
favouritism,—too mighty for compact or faction. (Lond cheers.) When that act of
Union was once passed, well wuld it have been for Canada, if all 1ts people hnd seen
and admitted the inevitable consequences ; and all agreed to set this question of
Responsible Government at rest, ftor ever after that grcat meusure. (Hear, hear))
Squabbles with Governots, and little intrigues in the Government ought to have had
an end. We should have left it to the infants of Nova Scotia, to have Executive
€Councils, in which all pariies were represented; and to our younger brethren of
New Brunswick, their wonder #iruck admiration at the salvartion ot the Country,
through means of Answers to the Men of Gore. (l.oud cheers) We should have
Jlaughed at such toys, as fit for children, and remembered that, whether Whig, or Radical,
or Tory, or Conservative, the Country required united and vigorous administration
of its local affaire ; and that we had ourgrown the dav when these could be managed
under the T'risirapedia of under Secretaries, or the * make less noise children"”
policy of Governors General. (Hear, hear.)

For my part, I verily believe the feeling that Colonists are entitled to the rights
of Englishmen is universal in Canada, and that it exists with the Tory as well as
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the Reformer. Those who hetray the Governor, by cheering him on to a contest
with us, have no desire 1o establhi=h his arbitrary will on the ruins of reform—it 18
themselves, and their party they would set 1o rule over us.  (Hear, hear.) It is not
us Canadian Colomst=; but as Retormers vou are locked upon by them as unworthy
of the nghts of Eaoglishmen; do net nmagime that because these men are so suba
missive now o the Governor’s interpretanions of the ¢ onstitusion, that they would
be so it the people ol this Provinee gave them a majority in Parliament. Do not
think g0 meanly of them, as 1o imagme hat they in the majority would allow of
the umnnnum-nrn}l yourcbels, tor the suke of nccommodating :hemselves to n Governor’s
sense ol justice, or that they would exclude a leading parng v trom the Counceil chamber
to make room lor a man of the opposite party, or for a Governor's favourite, a man of
all puries.  (Loud cheers ) No, Gentlemen, they have been in power—in majorities
and minunties, und thev never did these stupid things.  Nao, Gentlemen, they not only
think, but they know that to defeat you ‘\\uuld be to establish themselves ; they are
unable to overthrow you of themselves,and weakness needs a tool—it is they who
wish to make a ool of the Goveruor General, and not the late Executive Council.
(Great applause.)

Our encmies in this country applaud the Governor for his assertion that it was
necessary to deny the claims o. the late Exccutive Council to preserve allegiance in
the country--they knew the contrary. ‘They well know that Canada is not to be
governed in peace, but with the, cordial support of the Representatives of the people,
and that the Ministers by whoin /public afiairs have to be managed here, must be those
who possess the contidence of the Parliament ; that it is only to such the people will
entrust the execution of theirTpgislative measures, and only at the hands of such
they will condescend to regéive explanation. They know we are not a baibarian
Colony, or a conquered people, or an infant Coloay, and they are not bold enough
to take office in the face-of a Parliamentary majority. We know and feel, for our
parts, that matured freedom and British control over the acts of our rulers, is not
inconsistent with continued—long, long continued allegiance, aud that never would
this people look forward with more cheerfulness to an ordinary coauection with the
Mother Country, than when they are assured that they may be Colonists and freemen
at the same time. [ Loud cheers.] We abjure and r>pudiate the doctrine that controul
over our local atlair8 1s i1nconsistent with allegiauce, and we feel in our hear:s that
loyalty to our Queen, and love of our country, is not extinguished by our desire to
possess that treedom which was the living spring from which flowed all that country’s
greatness, prosperity, and honour. [Loud cheers.]

It 18 not my intention, gentlemen, to enter into a criticism upon the Answers which
His Excellency has been advised, no one knows by whom, to give to the Addresses,
which appear to have given so much pleasure to His Excellency. These Addresses
seem to have persuaded hum that there is a considerable party opposed to our views of
Responsible Government, and in favour of his protestations that he is Responsible
Government’s warmest friend. 1 do not wish to find fault with the Representative of
my Sovereign, nor because he has chosen personally to step into the political arena,
to treal him with the absence of ceremony which belongs to political contension ; but
in justice to you, I must remind you that 1t is not by the professing friends of Respon-
sible Government in any shape, that the Governor General is applauded. (Loud
cheers.) On the contrary it is by those who are its declared enemies, who preciaimt
a rebellious humbug. Have then these signers of Addresses changed their dpiniong\J
You know they have not. Have they altered their language in conversation on thés
subject? You know they have not. Have they declared their approval of/the
Resolutions of September, 18417 You know they have not.  Well then, when \His
Excellency is advised to declare himself the best friend to Responsible Government—
the admirers of these Resolutions determined to carry them out, I ask you, de these

people, or do they uot, think His Excellency sincere ? If they, the loyal, the approved, -

the congratulated—if they place any meaning on the professions in these Answers, but
the one they appear to intend, what are we to do? If His Excellency really means to
approve of the Resolutions, and the kind of Government they indicate, how can he
take for approval of his policy, the acclamations of those by whom these Resolutions
were opposed and stigmatized. [Hear, hear,] If we have happened to misunderstand
His Excellency, and to misreprescnt him as opposed to the popular view of Responsible
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Government, we could not have misrepresented the violent party who have got up
these Adresses; neither can he be very proud of the support of those whose applause
must be founded upon his supposed wnsinceriy 1
I am at |ll)l'll}' without odence, when at a los

coatradictions, to look over the list of nam

make no charze of insincerity, but
tor the meamng of His Excellency’s
led to the Addresses, and to ask
His Excellency means something
which they can approve of, and what they canapprove is not Respounsible Government
as understood by the Parliaiment and the Country

or with which we can be content. l l.oud cheers. I

appen
what are the opinions ot that man and the other

~and therefore 18 not what we seek

The late Ministers have been accused, by tho=e who wish to flatter the Governor
Genenal, of making matters which occurred 1n Council, su yects of Parl:lamentary
discussion. The late Ministers did no such thing : it was not what they learned in
the Government they complained of, it was what was hidden from them ; what might
have been, for aught I know, public in Quebee or Toronto betore we heard it.  We
cmllpl;\lll(’l] of appointments being made contrary to our advice v we
appointments, and this A'w:lllvikll‘ﬂ was mcluded 1n the
Excellency. But we complained, moreover, of app

)
did not say what
document subinitied to His
ntments and proposals to make

appointments, which we never heard of untl the fact was public. | heard of no less
than three g2ntlemen being oiler>d the Speakership of the Legislative Council, every
ene of whom thought we had advised the othce—(hear, hear)—and the appointment of

most of whom I woul | most cheerfully have advised : but was it the way to appear in
the light of confidential Advis:rs, wh:n speker to by strangers, ta conless your utter
ignorance of what they and others knew ; or were we merely to dissemble and
pretend to knowledge of facts of which we were not wnforined ? [ Hear, hear. ]

In the answers of His Excellency, the late Executive Council have been
repeatedly charged with an attemy
18 meant to be forcible and effective, and

l
1
1

s Excellency @ this expression

It 1S T ted often that it cannot be
passed by without remark. What we asked and what His Excellency refused,
was 10 be advised with on appointiments; and that His Excelleney should pot destroy
our 1nfluence, [that by which we supported his Government] by making appointments
prejudicial to that influence.  (Cheer Y ou are not o be told at this day for the first
time that 1n England, subordinate appointments are made by the Ministers; or that

they have very often been made in a manner not entirely cousistent with Royal

inclination ; you are not now to be told for the first time that it the Sovereign were o
choose public servants from the opposition, that Minkters would resign Yet whe
ever heard of a Brnitish Sovercign complain of being made a tool of? The Governor
General has thus for the sake of bringine forth a few approving Answers, de ,-“'u-d n
opprobrious terms a supposed situation, that of being advised and acting through and
by Responsible Ministers, and yet it happens to be the precise position in which the
mighty Sovereign of England is every day placed. (Hear, hear.) ls thisterm *“ tool,””
or being made a tool of, fairly applied to the pesition in which we desired the Governor
General to place himself, or 1s 1t a censure upon the British Constitution?  [Cheers. ]

But we are charged by gentlemen with disaffection—with a desire to sever the
connection between this country and the Parent State ; up¥n the high auothority of
a Governor Geueral we are stated to be traitors.  Yes, we hear ol dithculties between
the neighbouring Srates and England, which may yet bring war into our now peaceful
homes ; and why should it not be so, our enemies have Vice-regul word for it, that
an Executive Counail, supported by three-fourths of the Canadian Assembly, were
dwsaffected men. Is our condition to be discussed favourably 10 Great Britati, in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, or any where el<e, when as a fact we, and you who uphold
wus, are declared to be no better than disaff:cted subjects?  You know whether or not
you are disaffected, and you know us well enough to say whether or net we are traitors,
and if you know and feel that peither you or we deserve the appellaiion, and when
we are charged with other designs which we deny, and when other imputationsare cast
upon us which we repudiate, I hope it is not disrespectful to say that all rest upon the
same authority, and those who can believe one 1n their hearts, are welcome te
believe the others, [Loud cheers.]

Bat it 18 not because we have been forced to leave high and honourable places in
which it was our privilege to serve you. It 18 not because we have been charged with
D
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falsehood, and stigmatized as disaffected subjects of our Queen, that you are now called
together, or that | take up your time in addressing you. It is because yoor dearest
interests are at stake, hecause it requires your sternest resolution to maintain the proud
position in which, as Colonists, you were placed. It is because you must see and feel
these things sensibly, strongly, and manfully, that we here meet, and that our fellow
Colonists are elsewhere meeting, und as we will continue to assemble until victory
crowns our elforts. [ Loud and continued applause. ]

Wi A. BALDWIN, Esq., seconded the motion, which was carried.

R. CATHCART, Esq., rose to propose a resolution which he most heartily
concurred in.  From the number of excellent speakers yet to come, he felt he ought not
to detain thy Association, and would simply read the Resolution :

5. That the power of the Representanive of the Sovereign in the exercising of the
Royal Prerogative, with which he is trusted. to make appointments to otfices is
admitted in the extent to which the same prerogative is exercised by Her Majesty in
England ; but that nevertheless as the Provincial Administration are responsible to
Parlimment here, tor all acts of the Provincial Execunive, in the administration of our
locul atlairs, this Ass ciution maintaing the undoubted right of the Provincial Ministers
to be consulted upon the adimmistration ot all the atlairs of the country, in order that if
in distegard of their pdvice, any measure should be adopted, or appointments made,
which they would uot feel themselves prepared to defend, they may have the opportunity
of resigning their offices before the consummation of the act against which they have
thus advised.”

SKEFFINGTON CONNOR, ESQ., rose and said—I beg leave, Mr. Chairman,
to have the honour of seconding that Resolution In doing =0, Sir, I shall
confine mysell to a very few observations; for alter the brilllant names and
eloquent speechies that have preceded me, it would be unpardonable presumption
imn me o .xlluu‘,t( lrespassing upon your }.ll:('lH’(‘.

In all the Resolutions, Nir, proposed here this night, T do most warmly and
cordially concui I'hey are all worthy of the great cause in which they have
been promulgated, and the great meeting by which theyv have been approved.
(Hear, hear.) But there 1s none of them all, Sir, to which it could have given
me Livelier or sincerer pleasure to have contributed my humble aul than to the one
which | now have the honour to second. In this Resolution, the Reform
Association of Canada, in the broadest and plamest language, recognizes the
power of the Governor-General 1 the exercise of the prerogative with which he
18 entrusted to make appointments in this Province, as equal to that which could
be exercised, 1t she were present, by the Novereign herself. At the same time,
that above the paltry fear ot being stamped or taunted as the mere political
partisans of any set of men, the Ascociation comes forward boldly and manlully
to express its full-approbation of the views, which the late Ministers thought 1t
their duty to take of their claims and ther l(‘\pqih\x.‘).‘xl es 1n connecticn with

I

the exercise ol that power. (Loud eheers.)

A grave charge, Nir, has been preferred arainst the late Ministers hefore the
tnbunal of thewr country.  They have been accused of an attempt to infringe
upon the prerozative of their Queen. Now, [ do not believe, that among a
British  population in the nineteenth century, a more unpopular charge could

possibly bave been prefernd against any set of men (Hear, hear.) | do

not beheve, that a more unpopular attack uvpon the Constitution of hiws country '

could possibly have been devised bv any Mumster. [ do not believe, that a
week would have passed over the heads of those men, if there had been the
slightest skadow of foundation tor such a charge, before every Bntish inhabitant
of this Province, from one enl to the other of it, would have been found
ranged by the sude of the Governor-General, active and earnest—nay, enthusiastic
to co-operate with him, mn excluding for ever frum the possilility of power,
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any so presumptuous a =et of men. (Loud cheers.) How different, are
matters as they sand. We see $hose very Ministers, backed and appioved by
such a meeting as this is. While his Excellency, without a majority. without
a mmis!r)’, without one supporter ol acknowledged weight o influence in the
Province, is driven, or (as is more hecoming in us to believe) his advisers
are driven for him, to shifts come of them not the most reputable, to conjure up
some paltry shadow of support. [Loud cries of hear, hear.)

There have been times, Mr. Chairman, in the history of Great Britain, when
Yhe uait:d efforts of the aristocracy and the Commons, were found too feeble, w:th
constitutional weapons, to cope with the prerogative of the Crown, and when no
refuge remamed for liberty, but in the physical force of her delenders. PBut,
thank God, Sir, those times have passed away for ever in the history of our
country. [Cheers.] The prerogative has ceased for centuries—at least for
nearly two cenwries—to be an object of either jealousy or alarm. It
become the stoutest bulwark of the liberties of the l.m;]rlvf
the best rights and privileges of the people. It is as dear to them, as those rights
and privileges themselves are. It is in effect, in one word, the prerogative of the
people. And if an attack had been ever meditated upon it, a more unfortunate
moment could not possibly have been chosen, filled, as the Throne of Great
Britain is in these days, by the most liberal, and popular, and beloved Monarch
that has éver graced it  [Loud cheers.]

l'il\
It is identified with

In the year 1771, in days of rampant Toryism, and when the Crown was
vested in a Monarch, who was as little inclined to part with one tittle of
prerozative as any Monarch has ev r been, how has one of the ahlest political
writers that England boasts of—the author ot Juniu-

expressed himsell upen
Prerogative ?

In a semtence of as greal practical political truth as any <entence

from one end to the other of his incomparable pages, he asserts:— We have
nothing to fear from prerogative, but every thing from undue mfluence!”
(Hear, hear.) Now, it this were true in 1771—eizhty years having passed

over our heads, and so great and glorious strides having been made in civil and
religious liberty all over the British Empire—it may be repeated with a
thousandfold emphasis in the year 1844 (Cheers.] No, Nir, I will not
believe—no man in his senses will believe—that the late Ministehs were men
of so little judzment and sazacity—ot so little experience in the public atfaus
of their country—abhove all, of so little common sense and discernment-—so grossly
and palpably ignorant of the best known national prejudice of their country-

men—as ever to have committed so unpardonable a political blunder. (Cheers.)

There is another reason, Sir, why it gives me pecuhiar pleasure to have the
honour of seconding this Resolution. [t appears to me to apply itselt more
intimately than the Resolutions which have preceded it, to the questions and
the difficulties that have placed the contending parties in their present respective
positions before the Province. [ believe, 1t 1= undeniable, that it was upon this
very claim of their right to be consulted upon appomtments to office, that the late
Ministers felt themselves mainly, if not entirely, called upon to resign. [Hear,
hear.] Now, | apprehend there will be no diff rence of opinion among any of
us, as to the extent to which the interests of the public are concerned i the
amx)inllnvn(s,lu office. I apprehend that there will be found none in this meeting
to a jict me, 1f [ assert, that there is no branch of the public service, in the
judi and upright exercise of which every member of the community 18
more pRramountly interested, than in the appomtment of gentlemen to office.
The great interests and prosperity of every country advance in direct proporiion
to the measure of ability and integnity with which the public duties of that
country are discharged. And though 1t may Le a matter of minor importance,
and [ confess it 18 a matter comparatively minor, though far from being despicable,
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the every-diey combort and convenepce of three-fourths of the inhabitants of
il comntiy, will, inen gieat degree, depend upon the bearing with which those
dution e dischanged. Weare all hought more or less in contact with ( flicials,
el the experience oF every man amongst us s, that there is no class of
by hwads, over whom s so mdispensable to- maitam an efficient and tangible
eontial Ha, s wndenable, however it may be an unpalateable, truth, that
the weahness of o natime maokes us all too prone to foreet, in the exercise of
wwet, the soutee lome wlich it has been denved. [Loud cheers.]  And the
ot wedeacond e the grade o the ofticial, the more glaring and palpable this
T i i tal statesman, whose woirks have been already quoted frem
s evenig the wmonvalled Edwounds Burke—has said: « All power under the
Weah Constitution s boust, and the very essence of a trust isto be accountable.”
Marh the words, N ane yowrr. Now the Towest official in the Ey{)piu*—-lhe
wan W e does not diaa "\X poupds a year trom his appeintment, s necessarily
and nnaniidabhy sntonsted A th accettam portion ot the power of the State, in the
eveivise ol owheh he s bor ought to be, nay, o which he must be, unless
e ponciple ol owe Constitution s violated,  acconntable to somebody.

(Heary hear ] 1o the secunty ot that accountability to ourselves, through

all the aniivations ot office, from the President of the Counal down to the
hneat Wl gatherer on the bighway, &l matters primarily and paramcuntly
wleinating oueselves, that constitutes what we call Responsible Government, that
St iea the \ wid the practee for which we are contending. 1t was
widel the vety wa ) v that the Province fcr so many years
kang \ \ s \ s mterests unvegarded, and its feelings
AN W \ ¢ )
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you who he is—he is“responsible to you!” Can you imagine, that member
replying with very just, and very honest indignation, « How daie you, Mr. Minister,
assert so audacious a falsehood? | have no voice i the ilill(illilllvi’lll ol the
Governor General,—I have no voice in the recall of the Govornor General.
I read in the livinz letters of my Constitution, that the Governo General is the
Representative of my Sovereign, and accountable 1o no one within the limite of
this Province!” (Loud cheers.)

Now, Sir, it has been charged upon the late Ministers, and has been triumphantly
repeated to many members ol this Association, as a conclusive charge against
those Ministers, and conclusive evidence againkt the system ol Responsible
Government, as advocated by them and us, that when they were in power, they
appolnlud to office individuais who, 11 not abrolutely relels, were, at least, men
of doubtful loyalty. To all such charges, [ have one reply. They are beside the
merits of the present question. They are not the issue joined between the
Karlies at variance in this Province.  Mr. Such-or-such-a-body may not possibly
ave turned out in the year 1837, under the auspicies of that distinguished
advocate of personal Responsibility, Sir Francis Head,—may not possibly have
shot, or sought to shoot some dozen of his unfortunate and misguided fellow-
countrymen. (Hear, hear.) He may not, have had the good fortune to preside
at a drum-head Court-martial, and to direct the execution of rome wrelched
criminal, who, having long wiithed under accumulated wrongs and arbitiary
measuves, at length, unhappily for himself and his country, mistook the
constitutional means for their vediess. He may not have d¢ ne all this, and he
may yet discharge the dutyes t6- which he is appointed, with ability and integrity
and effect; and untl he tiil here, there is no leziumate ground of charge against
the Minister who has appointed him.  (Loud cheers.)

We are told, that our claims are claims.not recognized by the British Constitution.
Now, let us for a moment transport purselves to the British House of Commons.
Let us imagine there a member of that House calling ujon the British Minister of
the Crown to justify an appointment, and British Ministers are called upon every
day and every hour to jusuly appointments; aye, Sir, the Jowest and paltiest in
the country. L:t us i nagine that Minister replyig, that he knew nothing of the
matter, and referring the inquirer to his Queen. (Hear.) Why, the whole of
Englaond, from one end to the other, would be one storm of indignation. No
panishment could atone for so audacious an outrage upon the Constitution of the
kingdom. Popular scorn would annibilate that Minister And yet, under

m!esse.“_\' the same constitution, and under precisely similar circumstances, that
18 the only reply left in the mouth of a Canadian Mmister!!! (Loud bursts of
applause.)

Appointments to office, Sir, are pre-eminently matters of local interest and effect.
We only ask in such matters to he placed upon a similar footing with our
fellow-subjects in Great Britain.  (Hear, hear.) If this Eoon be not gianted 10 us,
then Responsible Government is a nullity ! Representative Government s a
pullity ! They are mere idle baubles to amuse a child! ] hey are mere words
wherewith to mock men! It were far manlier, and honester, and rimpler to
abolish them altogether—to deliver us into the hands of rome Englirh General
Officer, whose whole political creed might, like his milinary one, be rummed up
ia the single word, * obedience,”—and with one stroke of the jen, 10 alter 1he
Constitution and Government of the Province into a military despousm  (Loud
and cohtinued cheering.)

The Governor General, Sir, has been advised to assert, that it was to recure the
allegiance of the Province, that he ha< adopted the measurex he haxdone ! Now,
amidst all the anomalous and superfluous assertions which have been put into the
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mouth of his Excellency, this does appear to me, the most uncalled for and
superfluous.  The allegiance ol the Province had been tested belore the name of
Sir Charles Metcalte had been ever heard in ity dearly and deeply tested on three
different occncions. (Lear, hear)) e had thiee tmes passed through the fiery
ordeal of toreygn or civil war, and come forth unscathed.  But more than this, aye,
a thousand und a thousand tmes more, it had writhed for years and years, for
long and hopeless years, Leneath oppression—and corruption—and misgovernment
—and tyranny.  Yes, tvranny . for there 15 no tyranny more atraeious than that of
a dmpicuhlv'I;u'lmn, and 1o the last, was found faithiul to its duty! The
allegiance of Canada ! Why there never was a moment in its history in which
the Sovereign reigned so paramountly Sovereign in the hearts of her Canadan
subjects ! (Loul cheers))

But, Nir, the Governor General has grossly mistaken the people among whom
he is come to govern. He forzets that three-fourths of us have been actually
born in Great Britain, or are born of pavents born i1 Great Bintain.  He forgets
that three-fourths ot us, in our ohjects —our Jesires—our feelings—our enjnymenls
—our prejudices, are essentially Britons stll. - He forgets, that the allegiance of
Britons, it 1t were a question of allegiance, is to be secured in hut one way, and
that is, to estabhish and maintain them i full and uncurtailed possession and
enjoyment ol all the nghts, and hlerties, and ]vli\'.llQ‘gt'.* to which, under the
glonous Constitution of then country, they are undeniably entitled in whatever
part of the Butish Empire, upon God's habitable globe they are to be found.
(Hear, hear.) He forg ts, that there 1 a source of allegiance among a great and
free people, aline honourable to the governing and the governed; warmer— and
purer—and nobler—and truer than all other scurces, and that is—the heart.
(Loud cheers.)

[ beg leave, Nir, once again to express the very sincere pleasure which I feel in
b«'lng permitted to second this Resolution

The speech of the learned gentleman was a masterpiece of eloquence, and was
listened to with breathless attention, mtertupted at intervals with the most
enthusiastic and lonz-continued bursts of applause.

MR. GEORGE BROWN (of the Globe ) rose to move the sixth Resolution and
said : the more deeply we extend our enquirtes into the theory of our own Govern-
meat—the turther we search the hisiory ot Foreign Countries to discover the true
principles of sound and just @overnment—we will return with renewed and more
ardent aduuration of the just balance of power preserved in the British Constitutiog,
(bear, hear.) The various wmterests of the community have all assigned to them their
proper position, and are brought to bear on oue another, and to act as checks on unjust
or hasty legislation from any oune brauch ot the State, so that the whole 1s reduced 10 a
system of harmontous action, unnvalled in the history of nations. The Cabinet
Council of the Briush Coostitution 15 one of the most important and best working
departwents of the System, and 13 the surest preservative of the pnnociple that
** Goveruments wust rule tor the good of the people.”” (loud cheers.) The people
seud theur Representatives to Parhament, and met on that stormy arena all soon find
their level ; the man of talent, the orator, and thé man ot energy rise in the scale of
public estimation, and haviay gained the contidence of his fellow Representatives,
he 18 selected tor the bgh houwour of being the Adviser of the Crown. And it is
w0 empty dignity I'he Cabunet Munster of England 1s no hireling—he is not the
head clerk of a public otfice, whose a lvice 1s asked wheu it is wanted, to be unheeded
whea given—he 13 not the plastic nouenuty condescendingly to be cousulted om

matiers of ' adeqeagy \mportance.”’ (loud cheers.) but he s the life, the moving

wer of every wheel o the whole machinery of Government—bhe is the very
Jovernwment 1tsslf. Nt the munmster does not one single act 1n his own name or
for his owu benetit—all 13 1n the name of the Nov srelen The Cabinet Council as

aparty or as a power  the State 13 perfectly unknown—it 1s the executive of the

(‘Nwl}——xhe mouth-piece ol the Sovereiga.  Though the Ministers alone are respoa-
aidle for the acts of the Crown, they appear in no shape as a party. The Sovereiga
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and the Cabinet together form one power in the State—Royalty, as practically embodied
in the British Constitution. (Cheers.)

Such being the nature of a British Cabinet Council—the instrumente of carrying
into etf2ct thg measures ot the Crowa—it was with no small astonishment that the
country saw the Represeatative ot our b:loved Queen in this country, after the dlsrup-
tion with his late Munisiry, try to sirike a deadly blow at the power and ethiciency
of the Provincial Executive Couacil.  (hear, hear.) Not satistied with declaring that
there was no necessity for coucord of sentiment among the Members of Couneil,
(a principle which is in utter defiance of the most emas rulated sp -cies of Responsible
Government )—his Excellency must ueeds go turther, and endeavour todraw a line of
demarcation between himself and his Advis-rs.  (hear, hear.) In the celebrated
explanation subinitted to the House of Assembly, he says—

“ Mr. Laroxtawwe and Mr. Bavpwin demanded that the Governor General, in
deciding after taking their advice, should not make any appointment prejudicial to
their induence. In other words that the patronage ot the Crown should be surrendered
to the Couacil, for the purchase ol Parliameatary support.”

¢ The Governor General replied, that he would not make any such stipulation, dnd
coull not degrade the character of’ lus oifice, nor violate his duty by such a surrender
of the prerogative of the Crown.”’

Here at once is brought 1o light a new idea of a Cabinet Council. His Excellency
would not oaly not degrade his oilice by making appointients to strengthen the
Parliamentary support of the Administraton—but he wi/) persist in making appoint-
ments prejudicial 1o his own Government—prejudicial 1o himself! (Hear, hear.)
What would Sir Robert Peel or Lord John Russell have said, if they found Her
Majesty had made impor:aat political appointments without even consulting them, and
on their remonstrating had been told that ** Her Majesty would not consent to make
appointmnents which would secure (of course indirectly) ** parliamentary support.”
Either of them would at ouce have resigned the seals of office.  They would have
laughed at the idea of a Ministry not giving vacant offices to such of their supporters
as were competeut to fulal the duties required, 1n preference to a political opponent.
(Cheers.)—Is the Governor of Canada to assume a position which the Sovereign of
Great Britain could not maintain?  Is theo the chasmn so much wider between his
Excellency and hie Admunistration, than that which divides her Majesty and her
Secretary of State ? It would certainly appear so—the principle which has ruled
the Impenal Government of the Briush Empire, would degrade the high office of
Governor of Canaja. (Hear, hear.) This, Sir, is bat another link in the chain
which i8 now forging for the strangulation of Responsible Government.  The Governor
General 1t is evident, 18 determined to rule alone and without restraint—if he can.
(Hear, hear.) Not content with the appointment of the Advisers of the Crown—with
the appointment of the entire second branch of the Legislature—with a deliberative
influence as tirst Minister of the Crown in the Executive Council—and with an uncon-
ditioaal and unlimited veto on every act of both Legislative Houses—his Excellency
would fain snap asunder the ouly positive check which femains to the people over the
acts of their own Government. (Loud cheers.) Alrbady has he appointed Cabinet
Councillors who are not heads of Departinents—heads of Drpartments who are not
in Parliament nor 1u the Executive.  Four months have nearly all the offices of State
been unilled up—and now it wants but to carry out the new scheme that the Cabinet
and the Crown-are tiot one and the same thing—that the Cabinet Councillors are only
the head clorks of the Departments to be consulted on cases of ** adequate’’ importance
—aud then may the people of Canala bid adieu to the tile of Freemen.  And it 18 not
a mere suspicion which calls upon us to keep a keen eye on the movements of the
present Executive. Hear what his Excellency himself says in the document to which
I previously alluded :

* He « the Governor General) appealed to the number of appointments made by him
on the recommendation of the Couucil, or to the members of it in their departmental
capacity, and instances in which he had abstained from conferring appointments on their
opponents, as furnishing proofs of the great consideration whic h hr had evinced toward
the council, in the distnibution of the patronage of the Crown.’

’
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How could the late Ministry have been so extravagant in their demands—s®
extreme in their views, as to expect that odice should be given to persons of the same
political principles as themselves, and disposed to work the atiairs of the Country with
harmony ?  I'ruly it was very considerate of his Exccllency @ Sir, it does ** tutnteh
proofs” of the most singular view of British Constitutional Government which evet
came from a Minister of the Crown of England, that he had ever dreamt of preferring
to appointments the opponents of his own Goverument. This principle strikes 8t the
very root of the system of Responsibility—and however it may be sneeted at as a party
Government, it 18 ministerial Responsibility which has raised Great Britain to the
high eminence which she holds among the nations of the world. 8ir, the present
aspect of our affairs may be glossed over in any and évery way which ingenuity can
devise, but it is 100 apparent to be conceuled trom the eye of even a common observer,
that an attempt is now making to destroy the principle ot Responsibility ia this Colony.
(hear, hear.) Come it from the Colomal O.fice at Home—from the present advisers
of Sir Charles M :tcalfe—or from the Governor General himselt—it matters not ; but
we have only to cast our eyes to Nova Scotia. and there we will see the style of
the thing which we are to get in lieu of the British Constitution. In his speech
on opening the Parliament of Nova Scotia, Lord Falkland says :

““ For nearly four years my best energies have been devoted to the advancement
of the interests and happiness of this Province, and being satished that a Govern-
ment composed of individuals of one political party only would be ill-suited to
its actual condition, | have ever distinctly avowed my reluctance to form such a
Council, and my earnest desire and intention to adininister the Colony with advice of
a Board at which all interests should be represented—this desire and intention I shall
retain.”’

Here is the system which has already been begun in Nova Scotia, and which will,
no doubt, ere long have its blessings attempted to be thrust on Canada.—A
representation of all interests and creeds seated at on~ council board would, indeed,
be a nch scene. (Hear, hear.) Imagine, Sir, for a moment, yourself seated at the
top of the council table, and Mr. Draper at the bottom—on your right hand we will
place the KEpiscopal l{i.\}ll)p of Toronto, and on your left the Rev. Egerton
Ryersony—on the right of Mr. Draper sits Sir Allan McNab, and on his left Mr.
Hincks. (Laughter.) We will fill up the other chairs with gentlemen admirably
adapted for their situations by the most extreme imaginable differences of epinion,—
we will 'seat his Excellency at the middle of the table, on a chair raised above thé
warring elements below, prepared to receive the advice of his constitutional
‘““ conscience-keepers.” (Cheers.) We will suppose you, Sir to rise and prepose
the opening of King’s College to all her Majesty’s subjects—and then, Sir, we will
have the happiness of seeing the discordant-producing-harmony~principle in the full
vigor of peaceful operation. (Laughter and loud cheering.) Oh, Sir, it is an
admirable system,—there would not be a single point on which you could be brought
toagree, [hear, hear] and his Excellency might kindly interfere at any time to prevent
the possibility of your adopting the absurdity of a united principle of action. You
could all be pitted one against another, and the most delightful picture of bickering
would be presented, which any self-willed Governor could possibly desire:
{Laughter.] His Excellency might let the Council fire off on one another—he
could not, of course, adept the advice of all, and so to keep the peace among the
belligereats, he would kindly decide the point for them, and carry out his own ideus.
[l.oud cheers and laughter.] Where is the man who would accept office under suck
an absurd and anti-British principle 7 Sir, I trust he is not to be found in the ranks
of the Reform Association of Canada. [Loud cheers.] 1 have, however, detdined
the meeting too long, and shall conclude by proposing the following Reselution:

‘6. That this Association cannot understand the existence of any separate interest
Yetween the Governor General and his Cabinet, and when the Advisers of the Crown
rYecommend appointments, it must be for the benefit of the Governor Generals

own Government, and the acting on such advice cannot be viewed in the lighit of a
¥avour to the Ministry.”

M. J. O’BEIRNE, Esq., seconded the Resolution, which was carried by
acclamation

§
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THOMAS EWART, Esq., Barrister, rose and said ;:—

Mr. Chairman, the Resolution which I hold in my hand sets forth in a single
sentence one of those numerous contradictions into which the Governor Geuneral has
been betrayed by the false and unuatural position which he has assumed, and into
which every one 1s necessarly led wio acts upon wmotives which he thinks it
imprudent to avow, and attempts to explain s couduét upon totally ditlerent
principles, which he thinks more likely 1o sausty public opinion [hear, hear.] The
Resolution of which 1 now move the adoption, 1s in these words : —

7. .That the fact of “ appointments and proposals to make appointments’ having
been made by the Governor General, without communicatiag with his Ministers,
ts distinctly adimitted in the correspendence transmitted o Parliament by the
Governor General, and of itself disproves the assertion contained in the reply, which
His Excellency was advised to make to the Warden and Councillors of the District
of Brock, ‘that Respoasible Government in all its essentials has been in full
operation throughout His Excellency’s administration.’ *

The impracticability of a system of Government in which appointments to office
are made independently of the Council, and the utter impossibility of carrying on such
a system with satisfaction to the country, have been so clearly demonstraled by the
several speakers, who have dwelt upon the topic, that it is only necessary for me to
confine mysell 10 the dry logical proof of the facts stated in the resolution. The first
branch of the resolution states a circumstance of the truth of which we are all perfeetly
satistied, and for proef of which it 1s sutficient to refer to the correspondence alluded 1o
In the explanation of the grounds of the resignation of the late Ministry, made by Mr.
Lafontaine on behalf of himself and colleagues, it 1s stated that the *¢ ditference of
eplnron between His Excellency and themselves” ¢ had led, not merelyto appoint-
ments to office against their advice, but to appointments, and proposals w make
appointments, ef which they were not informed in any manner, until all oppoertunity
of offering advice respeciing them had passed by.”” Now this was a fact, necessarily
as much, may, more within the knewledge of His Excellency, than that of the late
Munisters [hear, hear.] It it wasunirue, His Excellency had full oppertunity te deny
tt—it was ene of the points upen which the Ministers dwelt mes:t forcibly, that,
which, perhaps more than any other cause, was the reason of their mresignatren.
if, thea, it was untrue, His Excellency. was bound in justice to them, to himself,
to the country, to have denied 1t—hut he coukd not; and he could not even attempt
to refine or fritter it away by the flunsy, meagre kind ot sophistry, with which he
attempta to justify his disingenuous conduct in reference to the Secret Societies Bill,
[cheers.] Iud:ed, at that time he felt no disposition to deny the statement—for glad
as his supporters would now be, if His Excellency had left them come pretext, some
sha low of a reason, upon which they might consisieatly defend his conduct in this
particular, His Excellency at that time was not di-posed even to appear to adopt the
tdea that it was his duty to consult the Couvncil upon appointments, [hear, hear.]
Peruse his answer to the explanation of Mr. Lafontaine, and so far from any
contradiction of the statement quoted in the resolution, you find repeated assertions
of his nght te exercise his discretion in making appointments ird-pendently of his
constitutional advisers. We cannot, then, be doing injustice to His Excellency, in
assuming the truth of the first branch of onr resolution, that the fact of appointments,
and preposals to make appointments, having been mace without reference to the
Council, s distinctly admitted in the correspondence transmitted to Parlament by the

Governor General, (cheers. ]

The second branch of our reselution declares that the fact of ‘“appointments, and
proposals to make appointments,”” having been so made, of itsell disproves the
assertion, which His Excellency was advised to make in answer to the Warden and
Councillors of the District of Brock, that ¢ Responsible Government, in all its
essentials, has been in full operation throughout His Excellency’s administration.®
The only possible method of reconciling the conduct of the Governor General with
this assertion is by supposing, that according to His Excellency’s view of this
undefined question,” it is not incumbent upon him to consult the Council upon the
subject of appointments at all; for upon no other suppo=ition can it be said that
Responsible Government, in all its essentials, has been in full operation throughout
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his Administration, [hear, hear.] But will the country agree with him? Do the
people of Cauada consider that a system of Government, in which every, the highest
us well as the lowest ollice, ynay be conferred without reference to the legitimate
advisers of the Crown, a systhm in which every fresh appointment may be but a
renewed insult to three-fourths of the Representatives of the people, a system in
which private reacons, not anxiety for the pnhllt‘ unu,f, will, in the Illﬂjﬂrily of cases,
he the influencing cause of appotntments, do the people of Canada consider, that
such a systeim s that Responsible Government, of which they have been so long
eagerly strugghing 1o obtain the recoguition and practieal adoption, and which, but a
few months ago, |In-) fondly drenmed they had at length firmly established 7 [Cnes
of no, no.] I this be Respousible Government, then, as was well said by a
most eloquent speaker who har preceded me, 1t s a mere toy, an idle word, a valueless
bauble, (cheers.) Under such systein, as our Chairman emphatically stated, no
houest man would consent 1o st 1n the Council—no man who valued his character,
who prized his reputation, would consent 1o be answerable for acts, over which he was
allowed to exercize no control, respecting which he was permitted to offer no advice ;
and the cousequence would be, etther that we must consent to be governed by men
segardless of character, or that we should abandon the notion of Responsible
Government as an idle clhimera, the intangible phantom of a diseased imagination,
(cheers,) But why am 1 arguing this question? 1t is not necessary to descend to
first principles at this  late day : no one who pretends to be an advocate of
Responsible Government, it we except the Governor General himself, affects to deny
that the Coyneil should be consulted upon appointments. [Hear, hear.] En passant,
M s a curfous tact, that none of the friends of his Excelleney find it possible te
defend him upon his own principles: they all ditler, one from the other, and the
whole from his Excellency. [ Laughter.] We may instance the University Bill,
which by Mr. Waketield 18 declared to have been **a most unwise measure,”” and
te have caused the resignation ol the Mumstry, which by another prominent
supporter of his Excellency, tamous for the quantity, if not the quality, of his
veceut political eflusions, gs declared to be indispensable to the preservation of
British connexion agawmst the attacks of his right arm, which by the tories, with
the Lord Bishop at their head, 1s denounced as an Atheisiical proposition, [continued
laughter,] and reganding which the Governor General maintains a mosggprudent
reserve. ‘The subject of our resolution atiords another instance of this delightful
discor. 'ance of opwuton.  Mr. Wakeheld declares that he would not rest satisfied with
the mere form of giving advice, but woull insist that his advice should be followed ;
[ bear, hear, ] the Tones denounce the whole system of Responsible Government as a
humbug. Our worthy fellow-ciuzen who has writiten himself into fame, [laughter,)
declares that the Minisiers betrayed the cause of Responsible Government by not
vesigulng at an earlier day, while bis Excellency, compounding and amalgamating all
these helerogencous opinions of his triends, declares his adhesion to Résponsible
Geovernment, but pronounces the demands of the late Ministrv uncongtitutional,
sod theur resignation evea at the late period which they chose for it, faciious and
erumioal. ] said that none of the fuends of the Governor General found it possible
WpON any point o sapport him on his own pnn«'lplvﬂ; but I am mistaken and must give
every que his due. There are a few people in the Township of Scarborough, less
than a3 dezen | believe, who do, upon the subject of appoiptments, concur cnlir?ly n
the views of the Governor Geueral. In their address to him they declare in a tone of
the mast contemptuous pity for the deplorable ignoranee of the late Executive, that
every que knows 1t 19 be a tact, that according to the prineiples and praetice of the
Goverameant Ju England, the Queea has a nght to make appointments to dll effices,
without eousylting her Muwmsters. [ Laughter.] This doctrine of these illustneus
sages whose names would have descended 1o the latest post-rity, as the few master
gpirits, aloge imbued with ealightened principles of Government, at a period when
the rest of the world was enveloped in Fgyptian darkness, to whem future ages would
Bave done that justice, which the present generatjon is toe ignorant, too selfish tQ
accord, whoge images would have been enshrined in the teruple of freedem, h

not their modesty deterred them from giving their names 1o the world, their doctrine
luy precisely suited the taste of the Governor General. [(‘nulvuuvd luugh[er.] In
his answer to the address, not one syllable is found of dissent from the priaciples so
mtelligibly cnunciated. No, the Governor General still then adhered, and still now
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adheres to the idea of Responsible Government, by which he is at liberty to make all
appointments to office, without reference to his Council at all. If the people support
the Governor General, this address of the sages of Scarborough and the answer to it,
an answer which is published with satisfaction by all the Tories ; these two documents,
I say, will form the tharter of Canada’s rights, the basis of Canada's freedom, rights,
with which the people of Canada can never be satistied, a freedom, which the
people of Canada will consider the basest slavery. (Loud cheers.)

JOHN DOEL, Esq., seconded the motion, which was carried. &

7\

JOS. C, MORRISON, Esq. (Barrister,)—NMr. Chairman: [ have the honor
to propd¥e the following resolution : s

8. That the manner in which the Government of the country has been carried
on for the last four months, with but two heads of Departments, during any part
of the time, and but one of those with a seat either in the Executive Council or
in Parliament, is in direct defiance of the recommendations of Lord Durham, the

practice of Lord Sydenham and Sir Charles Bagot, and the true principles of the
Constitution.”’

After the very able and eloquent speeches with which so many gentlemen of
acknowledged talent and ability have gratified and delighted this influential

and respectable meeting, I feel it would be intrusion on my part, if not the
greatest presumption, at this Jate hour to t*llggbs any of your time. (Cries of
no, no,) But this I will say, that from the opportunity [ have as one of the
Corresponding Secretaries of this Association, (hear, hear,) ol learning the
feelings of the people from one end of the Province to the other, I can answer
this meeting that the people of Canada are fully alive to the importance of true
Responsible Government. (Cheers.) Before situng down [ will take the liberty
of reading a letter which | received just before I came to this meeting, and I
give it as a fair sample of the cheering intelligence daily received from every part
of the country.

I’nnr\l)«n'y,n, 21st March, 1844.
Dear Sir,—Many thanks for the circulars and Constitution of the Reform
Association you have kindly sent me.
Prior to the organization of the Reform Association of Toronto, the Reformers
in most of the Townships of this District had formed themselves into similar

Associations for precisely the same object ; and in the other Townships similar

organization will be proceeded with, as soon as the roads assume a less forbidding
app -arance.

The Reformers here hail your Association as the nucleus or point around which
kindred spirits can rally,—and through the medium of which that information may be
imparted to the country, which is alone required to secure the return of an Assembly
of the"genuine Durham cast.

The Tories look upon it with thrilling apprehension, as being a means of diffusing
light highly prejudicial to their interest, and having a tendency to ‘render thewr
system of mystifications and misrepresentation less potent than they had anticipated,

The plan of the Reformers here is to form a District Association out of their
Township Committees immediately, in connextion with your Association, and
through which correspondence may pass to the respective Township Committees, of
the organization of which you will soon hear.

I am,
Most respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. W. POWELL.
J. C. Monrison, Esq.
(Great cheering.)

ALEX GRANT, Esq., ably supported the Resolution in a short speech. Adopted
unenimously.
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JOHN MACARA, Esq., was next introduced fo the Meeting, he said: It
sppeared to him that there was no other process of the mind by which a Canadian
subject could _attain a just and accurate knowledge of the Constitution uader
which he lived, than by rererring to the Constitutional history of England. He knew
of no other safe guide for Canadian Government, and he would acknowledge no
other authority. (hear, hear.) If Canada has received a transcript of the British
Constitution, 1tis by the rules and precedent of Brinish Constitutional Law that she
must be governed. He could wish for the sake of the reputation which 8ir
Charles Metcalte brought with him to this Province, that 1t were within the power
of reason to reconcile the pracuice of his Government, with the universally admstied
principles of the Brinsh Counstitution—but he feared his Excellency had been so
long occupied in arranging Coustitutions for those countries whose political position
was 80 eloquentiy and torcibly described by his honourable and learned friend [ Mr.
Sullivan] couniries not so far advanced in wtellrgence and freedom as our own—and
whose inhabitants have not been accustomed to the exercise of polincal rights, and
are perhaps not in a position to be entrusted with them—that he has altogetner for=
gotten—or if refflembering, that he disdains to follow the practice of those who at
the expense of ‘peace, tortune, and life itself, have reared the glorious fabnc of
British Counstitutional liberty.  [cheers.]  If there was evidence of any—the
most remote desire on the part of the people of Canada to grasp at something beyond
the Constitution—something new and untried, to which the people of England ahd
not atiained—the recognition of some abstract principle which in England had been
considered visionary and impracticable—he [Mr. Macara] could readily reeoncile
his vague and vaun'y 1ecoguition of our rights—with tl e practical deternmuation
to resist our demanus. But can we reeeive ostentatious professions as a guarantee
that our rights will be respected, when his whole conduct trom the moment of the
retirement of his late Ministers to the present hour, presents ene continued and
palpable contradiction to these professions—and proves either that he undervalues
the principles upon which the Constitution has been established, or that he considers
us too young in the career of freedom to be entrusted with the full exercise of
our rights. His Excellency complains that he has been made the victim of misrepre-
sentation ; that every effort has been made to embitter the people against him
personally, and to persuale them that he 1s opposed to their rights and liberties.
But who has placed him in a position in which his fears may too soon be realized—a
position in which no loyal man in this Province would wish to recognise the
Representative of our beloved Queen.

By depriving the Country of Responsible Ministers, and personally assuming
their functions, he has thrown off the sanctity with which the Representative of our
Bovereign 1s invested in his person and office—by a practical suspension of the
Constitution, he has deprived himself of the protection which thegq Constitution
afforded him—by suspending the Constitution, he has exposed the Crown to assaults
which by adhering to the Constitution would have been directed against its Ministers.

Loud cheers.] We do rot, and never have denied his right to change these

inisters. It was a power which the Constitution gave him, and we utter no
complaint that he exercised it. [Hear.] But we complain—and we think we
have right and reason to complain—that as it is a limited power—that as it is not
absolute and universal—that as it 1s subject to resirictions and wholesome checks—he
did not exercise it within the limits prescribed by the Constitution. The prerogative
of the Crown to change its Ministers, must be exercised with due regard to the
Constitutional checks, by which it is restricted—and one of the most wholesome of
these checks is, that the Crown shall choose such ministers as the people are willing
to place their confidence in. (cheers.) This is the utmost extent of Royal discretion,
as recognized and fixed by British practice.  Any attempt to go beyond it would be
instantly met by refusal of the Supplies. It is not a power to be exercised at the
instance of some political intrigner—some hanger-on—some greedy expectant of
office—some wretch who cares not one straw whether the new Ministry will last
a day longer than his own gratification requires. But it must be exercised with
reference to the wishes of the people, Constitutionally expressed. [Cheers.
Did the Governor-General act upon this doctrine which in England—and I am gl
to see in Canada also, is—a truism? Did he, while surrounded by difficulties in the
formation of a new Cabinet—difficulties, which, at this moment, are as unsurmoun=
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table as ever—do any public act, indicating the slightest anxiety to secure the
confidencq of the Commons? While he avowed his personal dislike of the Ministry,
did he nlft»[nl the only Constitutional course which was open 10 him—the course
forced upon him l))' the vote of conhidence in tavour of the late Ministers—and
which hy“x.\xm Constitutional means could he evade?  Did he dissolve the Parliament
and appeal to the people ? (loud cheers. ) No; he would venture o eay the poHiical
charlatan, his back-stair adviser, urged him to no such thing. [Hear.] He took a
course, whigh, had 1t been taken in England—aund thank Heaven there 1s not a man
in England who would have venwured on so rash an experiment—it would have gone
far 1o shake public contidence in Monarchical institutions ; would have plunged the
foreign and domestic policy of England into desperate confusion, and would, in all
pn)buhilily, have sown the seeds of Revolution. In the face of a vote of confidence
in his lute Cabinet, he prorogued the Parliament before he had formed a new Ministry,
and for four months has deprived the country of Responsible Ministers. [Loud
cheers.] He [Mr. M.] heartily acknowledged his entire—his devoted submission
to the prerogative of the Crown. He thought that the liberties of the people will
be best preserved by maintaining inviolate, these Constitutional privileges—but, was
their loyalty so inconsiderate,—so obstinately blind—so little based upon reason
and reflection, that they must conceal from themselves the fact, that our glorious
Constitution has imposed upon the Crown, duties as well as rights—and that these
duties on the part of the Crown, call up corresponding® rights on behalf of the
people. One of these important rights 1s, that Parliament can, at any time
demand the name of the Advisers of the Crown. Was this right recognised when
Parliament was prorogued before a new Mimistry was formed—prorogued at the
very time the difficalties occurred—prorogued in the face of an overwhelming
majority of the Commons ia favor of the late Ministers. Has this right been
recognised during these four months which seem 1o have been spent in nicely adjusting
the balance of faction—tll by dint of intrigue and it may be of corruption, the hands
of those in whom the people have no confidence may be sirengthened, till every effort
has been tried, but tried happily in vain—to sow jealousies and dissensions among the
friends of the people, nll a Cabinet can be formed of political trimmers, a miserably
small party in the country, who think that by keeping aloof from either side, they
will be entitled to so much the larger a share of the spoil—a sort of Reformers, who,
professing no ditference with us in principle, think that useful reforms should not
be doled out to the people in too large quantines—that in the account current of
good measures, the balance should always incline against the people and for theiwr
enemies—pretended Reformers, who would just give the people the least possible
benefit that they will be persuaded to accept, and who, always dreading an open
resistance, would just govern the country as ill as the patience of the country will
submit to. [Cheers.] A miserable set of political trimmers, who, discovering their
utter and helpless insignificance, have already begun to merge into the party with
which they profess to be exceedingly wroth, but with whom they will blend most
harmoniously, when they can eradicate from the heart of that party the contempt
with which it regards its new associates. If the anxiety by which his Excellency 18
actuated, 18 to form such a Cabinet, he would answer for it that the people of
Canada are not to be lulled to slumber by any delusive expecta.ions which such
an Administration would inspire. And he may rest assured that it is by no such
tortuous course that the true dignity of the British Crown will be maintained, or
the affections of a loyal people permanently secured. [Loud cheers.] With these
remarks, I beg to move—

9, That the reason which the head of the Government has been advised to give
for this long delay in forming an Administration, viz., ‘the anxiety to form such a
Council as 1s most likely to obtain the support of the Provincial Parliament,’ is
inconsistent with His Excellency’s having prorogued Parliament, leaving himself
without the means of adcertaining in whom the contfidence of the present Represen-
tatives of the people would be reposed, and not having yet appealed to the people
themselves by a dissolution.”

T J. O'NEILL, Fsq., rose to second the Resolution which had just been
moved. He said :

Mr. Chairman,—From the lateness of the hour and the number ol persons who
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have so eloquently expressed their opinions in bringing forward the preceding
resolutions, | should deem it the height of presumption to occupy the tune of the
meeting with any lengthened remarks within my power to offer.

Without, however, meaning any disrespect to the distinguished individnal intrusted
with the Government of this Province, I, in seconding this Resolution, cannot help
feeling that to the sentiments of the Governor.General, which form the basig of it,
viz , that the delay in forming a new Admiaistration, arose from * his anxiety to form
such a Council as is mast Likely to obtain the support of the Provincial Parhament,”
I cannot ascribe all the mernt tor sinceritv, which [ would fain bestow on one
posse:sing the many virtues which disnnguished s Excellency’s character on coming
to this province. (Hear, hear.) Why, if such were the case, allow lour months or
more to elapse without giving to the country a Council to watch over the interests of
the people—to consult tor their wants and 10 prepare those many salutary and needful
measures, long wished for as the only means ot restoring the country to quet and
prosperity. (Cheers.)

Will we be told that the people of Canada will not be satisfied with a Council
which has not for 11s mainspring the Hon Robt. Baldwin and the Hon Mr.
Lafontaine, or is the country =0 1ll supplied with men competent to take the helm of

affairs into their hands, that none others who possess the public contidence in an)

equal degree can be found to supply their places?

To admit the former would be to prove the error of the head of the Government
in risking an encroachment on the well understood privileges of his Cabinet —
without a full concession of which they would never have taken office—and a violation
of which it is full well known they would never submit to. (Hear, hear.)

Should the latter be the case it proves a blunder no less inexcusable than the
former, for in such case the head of the Government leit himsell no alternative but
with true magnanimity of resolve to acknowledge to Her Majesty’s Colonial
Secretary his error, and request that s»me other would be sent to relieve him, who
would consult the desires o1 the Colonis:s bhefore coming to issue with the Council
of their choice, or to restore to the important situations they had resigned, those
gentlemen wh alone can fill them with satisfaction to the majority. ( heers.)

This is an alternative not easily submitted to by one accustomed to govern Asiatic
subjects according to common usuge, but such, Sir, was in my opinion, the only
course open to a man sincerely interested in the well-being of the Province, [hear,
hear. ]

Fortunately, Sir, for that wise enactment, the Union of the Provinces, a measure
whieh I trust we shall never, like the ill-treated people of Ireland, desire a repeal of.
We are now in a situation to join issue at a moment’s warning with any Ruler,
however ill-advised, unreasonable, or despotic he might be desirous to prove himself.
The identity of interests, which subsists hetween the Reformers of both sections, free
from the jealousies and dislikes which formerly existed ; the community of feeling
which now proclaims their strength and spirit in its united form, shew that any attempt
to stifle public opinion—however adroitly concerted or rigorously enforced—would
be unattended with success, and only recoil with disgrace and discomfiture on the
guilty heads of its impolitic advisers, [hear, hear.)

Let the present advisers of the Governor recommend an appeal to the People, a
course which they should long since have taken, if it were not that they felt conscious
of the utter helplessness of their situation, and that such appeal if resorted to, could
oaly maaifest- to the world their entire prostration. Let such experiments be tried,
Sir, and I do not hesitate to say that so well do the people understand their position
—80 sensible are they of the necessity, as well as the propriety of acting in sypport
of their rights, that a majority considerably beyond what now represents our opinions
in the Assembly of the Country, must be the result. [Cheers.]

JOHN EASTWOOD, ESQ., said the Resolution which had been put into his

hand, was as follows :—

*10. That the allegation contained in the reply which the Head of the Government
has been advised to give to the Address from the Warden and Councillors of the
Gore District, ‘“that he is virtually responsible to the people of the Colony, sad
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practically more so than even to the Mother Country,’’ is not only inconsistent with
ull past experience, and the acknowledged doctrines of the Constitution, but is in
express contradiction to the Resolutions of 1841, which assert as an esse nlm’ pnucnplc
of the Coastitution his responsibility ““to the Imperial authority alone.”

Mr. Eastwood continued :—His Excellency in this Address has declared that he
was the only person who had carried out Responsible Government—he [Mr.
Eastwood] would like 1o know if it was with three advisers he had done so? His
Excellency had stated that the resignation of the late Mimstry proceeded from
their making stipulations—and one of the stipulations was that they should be
consulted on appointments to oflice. He [Mr. Eastwood] would hike to know if
that was correct 7 It was strange that a Governor should treat, without consideration,
two-thirds of the people’s Representatives. [Hear, hear.] He [Mr. Eastwood)
would hke to know where else he could go for advice? (Cheers. ) He begged to
move the Resolution which he had read.

PETER FREELAND, ESQ., briefly supported the Resolution. It was carried
unanimously.

WM. M. GORRIE, Esq. rose and said :—Mr. Crairmax—It may possibly be
matter of surprise to the enemies of true Respousible Government that their expedients
go ingeniously devised, and dextrously employed in the present emergency, have
fatled of their object. The Schoolmaster has been about since Sir Francis Bond
Head played his antics on this arena—/[hear, hear]—the population was shaken
together by the agitation and stirring incidents of his reign, and every man read m the
face of another that a common origin, a common nature, and one event was to them
all.—The ear of the British nation was pierced, and the eye of the British people
looked from the metropolis of the Empire across the Atlantic with coneern upon our
condition. Our political diseasz was probed to its core by a physeian of notable
eminence, who denounced past treatment, and prescribed a potent remedy, which
had now nearly operated a cure, but for the quack notions super-added to its
previously well balanced elements. We were astonished to hear the sores which
we felt but dared not complain of, described by another with an accuracy and
boldness which would have subjected us to pains and penalties. That noble
personage has paid the debt of nature, and the sickly rtate of our systein should
admonish us to_return to his patent, and cling to it that we may live to eonsecrate
his name and memony with a healthy and glorious constitution—[ Cheers.]

Yes, Sir, the members of this Association and the people of Canada, understand
the manceuvre whereby the enemies of Responsible Government, under the Adminis-
tration of Sir Charles Bagot, have been brought over to Sir Charles Metcalfe’s
standard of Responsibility. 1 say the people of Canada understand it, for I will not
¢harge those who affect to admire His Excellency’s system with a want of
discernment, more than 1 would charge them with a positive change of principle ;
and | am sure the friends of British Responsbility understand the principle they
contend for, as well as the schemes which have been practised to wrest 1t from them,
and put something undetined in 1ts place.

Every word which has yet fallen from the lips of His Excellency, explanatory
of his views of the great questien, sufficiently indicates his purpose to establish ad
emnipotent prerogative upon the ruins of public liberty. To what else can be
attributed his declaration, that it would be useless as well as inconvenient to advise
with his Council except on such matters as ke should think of sufficient importance 7
Wheo will endorse for His Excellency that the well understood wishes of the people
are faithfully advocated by the triumrire (hear, hear,) composing his present Couneil 3
aod thal copstitutionally they are Responsible Advisers. Unquestionably should one
qr other of these individuals be sguilty of a crime, he is responsible to offended law,
but the safety principle of the Bnu Constitutson, when in force, drives the
unworthy from power ere guilt has beedfincurred, which is a characteristic feature of
Responsible Government. But, Sir, have we not seen the action of Pagliament stopt
ftt the midst of a most useful session. The most powerful Gov ornnwz that Canada
ever boasted, thrown over board in spite of a remonstrative vote of the House of
Assembly, supponed by two-thirds of that body. Public business suspended dow
wpwards of four months—the most important offices yet vacant—and is the image
abd tramacript of the British Conetitution in operation? Are the Resolutions of




40

BSeptember, 1841, regarded, or is there not in these facts a definition of Responsible
Government, which the people of this country will do well to examine. (‘Cheers.)

Sir Charles has, indeed, declared himself Respousible—and ‘a fearful weight of
responsiblity he and his Council have incurred—a Responsibility which, bat tor the
patence and loyalty of the Canadian people, might dismember the empire and send
his Excelleuey to account with his Sovereign.—Bat will patieace and loyalty last
for-ever under sach trials ? Where then shall we arraign the delinquents | save
the Colony? The Bnitish Government approves, and his Excelléncy usurps~onr
liberties and insults our judgments, by tellag us his rule is more truly Responsible
than any preceding. Does his Excellency know that public and private credit are
sutfering at hoine and abroad—that measures of vast importance to our lecal welfage
urgeatly demand the auention of Parliament, and that our ills are every day
aggravated by his obstinacy. His, Sir, 18 the Responsibility of olden timies. .Jus
friends konew it at first sight, and extolled it to the skies with a shoiit, undera

counterfeit name—and these are its etlects upon a more advanced state of society—
[cheers.]

Why does not his Excellency commit the reins of Government to: those whe so
highly applaud what they are pleased to call his noble stand against the demands. of
his late Council, and who =0 cordially join him in admiration of Responsi
Government, and proceed at once with the business of the country? [Hear, heat.
I beg, Sir, to move—

*11. That the Members of this Association are neither to be deluded by general
and unmeaning declarations in favour of Responsible Government, while the practical
application of that great principle is withheld, nor are they to be driven from -their
purpose, by having objects charged upon and motives impated to them which they
utterly, repudiate.”

JAMES LESSLIE, ESQ., seconded the Resolution, which was passed.

DR. WORKMAN moved the following resolution, seconded by M. 0’DONOHOE;
Esquire, which was carried.

*412: ‘That this meeting regards with the highest satisfaction, and as an undoubted
harbinger of ultimate success, the unanimity of opinion which prevails among
the friends of British Responsible Government in all parts of the Proviice as to the
necessity for unity of purpose and action in this great crisis of affairs.””

JAMES F. WESTLAND, Esq., moved the following resolutions, seconded by
JOHN SHUTER SMITH, Esq., which were carried unanimously—

““13. That the replies which the Head of the Government has been advised te
make to various addresses from individuals in different parts of the Provinee, are not
only upjust to those engaged in the struggle for Constitutional principle, but hetray
l.amcnuble ignorance of the political intelligence of the gpeople, and of the trwe
staté of public opinion in the Country.”

‘“14. Thet to facilitate the o‘rganizntion of Associations throughout the Co&my.
the Constitution of this Association be amended, and that every Associntion for a
division of a Township, or other local sub-division of the Country formed in other
respects as required by the Constitution shall, together with the Members thereof,
be equally within the same as an Association for a Township. "

15, That we most emphatically repudiate any desire for Mecresy in respect of
eny of our proceedings, and that at all futnre meetings of the Association,
convenient seats be provided for the Press without distinction of party.”
*/# 16. That the thanks of the Association is hereby given to thecReforgs Press, ué
well as to those numerous other friends of Responsible Governmefit ﬂfg\:‘ho’hﬂh
Province, who have taken so warm an interest jf forwarding W of the
Assoeiation. ” * .

17, That pies of the Address of-the Hon. Mr. Hincks to Frontena¢ be
published in pamphlet form for distribution.”

A vote of thanks was then moved to the Chairman for his admirable conduct while
presiding, which was responded to in the most heart<felt and cordial ‘manner, and
suitably acknowledged by the honourable gentleman ; after which the Meeting closed:




