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IION . PAUL MARTIN :

Gentlemen, as I have to leave this after-

noon for an engagement and will not be back before I

leave for Brussels for the meeting of the fourteen

nations of NATO on L:onday and of the fifteen at the

regular meeting of foreign ministers on Tuesday and

Ifednesday and possibly Thursday of next week, I thought

that you might find it useful if I presented myself so

that you might ask some questions in connection with

this meeting . I have asked that a statement be circu-

lated setting out in general terms the position of the

Canadian Government in connection with this important

meeting, which has been referred to as one of "critical

importance" . I purposely avoid that phrase, but,

nevertheless, in my judgment the importance of this

meeting extends beyond the Alliance and the NATO Organ-

ization .

This meeting will really be concerned with

the future of Europe and of North America's relations

with Europe .

NATO, in the opinion of the Government, .

has served the Atlantic countries well by providing the

framework for thè collective defense programme necessary

for the security of the West and for the stability of

2:urope .

There are, of course, some unresolved

political problema, of which the continued division

of Germany is the most important and the most intrac-

table . On the 1 8th of I:Iarch I said in the House that,
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in spite of France's decision to withdraw from the

integrated defence structure, we regard NATO's collec-

tive defence programme as one that must be maintained,

particularly at a time when Europe continues to be

divided .

But I hasten to point out that, while

France has removed itself from the integrated force

structure, it remains a party to the Treaty . As

President de Gaulle has said, France continues to be

amoung its allies, it continues to accept the automatie

obligations, both military and otherwise, provided for

in the Treaty .

So that our first and essential task at

Brussels must be to find the means of adapting the

collective efforts of all fifteen NATO members,

European and North American alike, to the new situation

created by the bbcisiônn of France . But this will not

be enough . Already over the last few years the stabil-

ity of Europe provided for by NATO -- stability and

relative peace in the world -- has permitted a gradual

but significant improvement in relations between the

NATO and the 1"iars3w Pact powers . This desirable trend -

which I must emphasize is supported by all fiftee n

NATO members -- must be maintained and indeed intensi-

fied . Only through the extension of the present

detente, the pressent improvement in relations between

the NATO powerc, between East and West, can we bring

about a situation in which real and substantial progress

toward a settlement in Europe will become possible .

30
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And so our second essential task at

Brussels, as I see it, and I think I can speak for all

fifteen members, is to find the moans whereby the

Atlantic countries can best provide the extension of the

detente which must precede the solution of the political

problems of the divided Europe .

Now, this is not an easy task . The pro-

blem! ., in spite of the improvement in relations, con-

tinues to be a difficult one . I cannot precisely say

how this improvement is to be furthered, but I will

offer one last thought before hearing your questions .

In tackling a task so important there is opportunity --

indeed there is need -- to take advantage both of bilat-

eral and multilateral exchanges with eastern European

Communist countries . But whatever initiatives may be

undertaken, they are most likely to be fruitful if

they are coordinated through continuing consultation

in the Alliance, and inspired by the common objective

of a solid and lasting settlement in Europe .

We have improved very considerably in

trade and other relations our contacts with the Soviet

Union and with Eastern European countries . This we

have done on an individual basis, as some of the NATO

countries have done, includint; -- particularly during

the last year -- the United States ; but it is important

that vie endeavor to make this improvement in East-'.lest

relations through consultations with our NATO partners,

and not seek only to do it alone .

I have not dealt with any of the specifi c
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MARCEL GINGRAS : Sir, do you already have the

agenda of the meeting ?

HON . PAUL MARTIN : Yes, we have the agenda .

MARCEL GINGRAS : May we know what are the main

topics, please .

HON . PAUL MARTIN : The agenda has not been given

out as yet, but there is no real secret to this . First

of all, the first item will be the state of the Alliance

and under this item we will be discussing the conse-

quences of the French decision . Then we will have a

general review of the international situation, which is

the main item on the agenda of every foreign ministers'

meeting . There will be also a discussion of the situa-

tion arising out of the Cyprtisc problem and its involve-

ment for two of our NATO members .

Those are the general headings that will

form the basis of the meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday .

MARCEL GINGRAS : Is there any specific question

like the NATO building in Paris, for example?

IIOII . PAUL MARTIN : On Monday the fourteen will

meet . The Government of France has concurred in this

separate meeting of the fourteen . I must underline

the importance, as I have said, that the Government of

.r
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France through its foreign minister has agreed that

prior to the meeting of the fifteen there should be a

meeting of the fourteen countries . For the past two

months now the representatives of the fourteen in the

NATO Council, pursuant to instructions from governments,

have been considering the pratical consequences of the

French decision, and we have set up through them a

number of working groups who will be reporting to the

fourteen, and through the fourteen to the fifteen on

Tuesday, on matters that flow from the French decision .

Now, there will be some matters that will have to be

resolved at the meeting on Monday and discussed with the

Government of France on Tuesday . The French Government

has said that the N4TO Military Headquarters will have

to move, and since that decision is final, we wil l

have to consider =ong_ ; ourselves where the military

headquarters known as SHAPE will be locatéd . This

decision will take place, in all probability, next

week . There will likewise have to be a decision as

to where the Defense College is to be located, and we

will give consideration as to whether or not the mili-

tary committee will move from Washington to another

locale . We will also have to give consideration to

what happens to'the standing military group .

As to the location of the Council itself,

which i3 the political deliberative organ, that in

the judgment of Canada at the present time is not a

matter that has to be decided forthwith . I ala not

saying that there will not be a decision about this
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question, but, as I see this matter at the moment, i t

would seem to me that this is one of the questions

about which we nced not make undue haste . We must

make sure that the decision with regard to the location

of the Council is made only after a full assessmen t

of all that is involved . The reason why we take this

position is that, while vie regret the decision of the

Govern.-aent of France to ask two of its allies to vacate

bases in France, and while we regret their decision to

withdraw from the integrated force structure, we are

encouraged by the decision of the Government of France

to continue in the Alliance, and I have noted very

particularly the words of the French foreign minister,

when he spoke to the Chamber of Deputies five weeks

ago and outlined the importance, and the reason for

the importance, that France attributed to its participa-

tion in the Alliance as distinguished from the military

organization, and I would hope, by the attitude tha t

I am pro cently taking with regard to the location of

the Council, that vie will be serving notice to France

of our hi ;h re&ird for her and of the part which we

believe she can continue to play in the western commun-

ity and in the Alliance .

',ihat happens to French forces in Germany,

the trio divisions thcre, I do not ?cnow . It could be

that the aj;r eellcnt or the failure to aE;rce, on a

(lc ::ircd formula for the contiiiu:jtion of the forces of

Frunce in Gei•r,Yiny could have a very important bearing

on the que:-.Lion :u : to where the Council is to be
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located . But vie will have to wait until some of the se

matters are decided before the decision on that is

made .

I would like to say this : there was a

story yesterday -- and the Leader of the Opposition

asked me about this in the House yesterday -- about a

report that France was withdrawing not only its

military but its political support from the NATO organi-

zation. I can say that the story seems to be wholly

unfounded, and likewise there i s no basis for suggesting

that the Government of France proposes to ask tha t

the Council be not maintained in Paris . The latest

information I have is that the story to that effect

yesterday, and about which there was also a question,

has no basis in fact .

This is a very important meeting for the

future integrity of the organization, and it has a

very definite bearing on the improvement of interna-

tional relations in the next period .

BEN ISALKIII : Sir, has de Gaulle consulted with

the NATO Alliance about what he is going to talk

about i n i,ïoccow immediately after the Brussels meeting,?

HON . PAUL I:LURTI;1 : The opportunity will be

afforded to the French foreign nini.ster of indicating

the talks that he has had in ilownL-inia and, more

recently, in Poland. I a:a sure that, following, NATO

pr :zctice, he 1•jill iatike a report of conversation s

that do have a very l ;re.Lt interoct for all NATO Liembers .

And Iwoula 1 ►ope that lie .ioula find it cle3irab1a t o

30



5

10

15

20

25

30

~ive us so~ne indic~.tion of the objective .~ of the impor-

tant visit ~rhich Gener::~l de Gaulle r•~ill be Jua.king to

I~Iosco~~l .

Pi:TEi~ STUItSI3E~~G : Is Brussels likely to be the

netiv location for Slil►PE'?

1i011 . PAUL P~~I~II3TIN : I vrould think that is a

fairly ~ood gueas, but there is no decision . There

ha.ve beeiz consultations amoun~ the member st3tes .

Directl;~, I have had sor~e discussions here in Ottav~a

and our ambassador in i1AT0 has, but we have a nu.mber

of matters to decide before tha,t question can be

fin}~lized . But I believe there ~vill be a~ decision as

to the location of SH1~PE itself .

PAUL AICEHUHST : ';rhere does Canada think that

SHAPi: should be located, sir ?

1-i0I1 . P~1UL 1,L1R'iIld : '~lell, if the Bel~itm Govern-

ment is prepa-red to have SIi~1PE located there, thi3

~rould be a~reeable to Canad .~ .

DAVE i.IcINT0SI1 : Sir, do you think there can

be any improveLient in relations betv~een the NATO

countries and the '►'Jars :~~.v Pact countries so lon~ as

the Viet 11am ~var continue3?

1IU11 . P~~UL ;SA.~TIiv : l'here i s no doubt tha t

the v~ar in Viet i1a~:~ is .~ becloudin~ fact, but notv+ith-

stûndin~; th :~t I believe s ~reat improvement in our

rel,~tions c:~n be reached . ':~e have been ourselves in

very close touch wi I:h the Goverru~ent of Poland over

the role of the Co:r~nicsion in Viet 11~un . These h:~ve

been u :ieful .zncl helpful di~cu3Ûion~ . The I.:ini~ter
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of Trade and Commerce will shortly be going to Poland

on a trade mission . Vs e ourselves are engaged in

p.relimin.i.ry trade talks with other eastern European

countries . 'Mr . Winters will shortly be going to the

Soviet Union to discuss trade matters . We hope to have

a delegation of parliamentarians from Czeckoslovakia

here this sutruner ; vie are anticipating the visit of a

group of parliamentarians -- I hope under the leader-

ship of :ir . Polyansky, one of the important iaember s

in the establishment of government in the Soviet Union--

in the month of July . It is possible that I :nay

myself be going to the Sovict Union between now and

the next three of four months . We are now trying to

wort, out a Natisfactory and mutually convenient date .

We have all noted the developments in Roumania . I

think it i s true to say that notwithst :inding the situa-

tion in Asia there has been a considerable improvement

in relations between the countries which are in NATO

and the Warsaw Pact uowers in their individual contexts .

TO1dY ;4ttIGH°r : You have said in the House, I

think, l,:r . i .:artin, that you are seeing Couve de

Llurville on '. .ionday . 'tiihol:lse are you seeing?

IIUIi . l',~JL t .1 :1RTII1 : Yes, our meeting of the

fourteen will take place on 1:onda;r and he and I have

.1;;rr:ed to :ueet :londay night . On :,unday I will be

:3eein;; 1':r . iiu;k and the Italian foreign minister,

I:Ir . r'ari:iani . 0 ►i S.:tturklay I viii t. be lunching in

:~ :n :;tcrd us with I.r . Luns :, the Dutch foreign rainister .

Lun .-o - , U :, the senior rorei ,' ; I l i,tirti :ter, that is ,

30
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the forei gn rainister that has been in office in that

portfolio long est, will preside on i.ionday over the

meetin g of the fourteen . That is not a IIATO meeting .

That is a meeting of practically all of the IiATO

countries . I will preside as President at the meeting,

on Tue sday and ',Jednesd_iy, which i s a formal NATO

meeting at which France will be present .

DAVE M cIIT2 O 3H : Sir, you said in the be ginning

that i mprovement in East-West relationships should be

done in consult ation rather than alone .

HON . PAUL .:1 .1IITIid : Essentially in consultation .

DAVE I.IcIN10SH : Does this imply a criticism

of General de Gaulle ?

H011 . PAUL ï:TlliirIld ; It is a fact that we believe

that the strength of any alliance depends on the

effectiveness of the consultative arrang ement, and,

while any head of government has the right, and indeed

all of them Lit some time or other have exercise C. the

right, of going to other capitals, including the Soviet

Union, we would hope that whatever positions ar e

taken would be positions that were not inconsistent

with the ,;eneral intierests of NATO itself .

And I w oulc? hope that one of the conclus-

ions of our di : cussion s on Tue oa iy and Vi ednesday ,

prior to the visit of Gen eral dc Gaulle, w ould be that

i•re coulcl .LGreo on t for ► :nxl• L tion which rel~re;sents the

col .lective po sition of all of the 11al'U countries in

our effort-; to ir: ►prove L l s t- We st relations .

12011Y '.Iÿ:~1û1,L : Iii y our t tatem cnt, I.Ir . l :"irtin,
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I note that you have em_-:)ha_ized that France is continui

to subscribe to the Treaty .

1 1011 . PAUL I,iI►1UI11 : To the Alliance .

TONY ;rLSlELL : To the Alliance . And you have

said that there is no foundation to the story that

she is ,;oing to withdraw her political support . ',7nere

does the problem arise there ?

HON . PAUL I,I.1'.trIll : ',Yell, the difficulty arises

out of the fact that General de Gaulle is going to

Moscow at a time when France has taken a very vital

decision with regard to the NATO force structure, and

it is naturally asked what is the purpo3e of this

visit . Are there going to .be arrangements made a t

that meeting that will be incorisistent with the general

purpose pursued by NATO collectively and by its indi-

vidual Members acting in their own national right .

That i s what vie mean . I do no t say that there will

be . I attach to General de Gaulle's decision not to

denounce the 1rea,ty-to be obliGated by its automatic

railitary provision ;i-as an indication that France does

not share in the concept of military organization ,

but that it does share in the basic political purpo3e3

of the IIA`l'0 Alliance .

J . 11 . POLIQUIN : G.ir, Mà~t about the bases?

110 I 1 . PAUL t.1 ;,,t11IIi : :.'e will have to vacate our

two bas e ::, as the United :itaLes will hava to vacate

their five . We have until April i st, 1967, to decide

wliere vie will reloc :ite . But this is a deci :zion which

tive will have to znal:c fairly .010011 . I t will not be

9
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11 ,ti l.le Ut this iicetin;~, but it will have to be ni ..ide

twirl;;r „ooii, bc:cau.~e the Department of National Defence

will have to i~ .lke arrunz;eraents so that we can be re-

loc-ated by the t .ar,r,}et date .

United 0t .tes feels that it has the right

to go on for another two years . There is a difference

in the terminal date provisions in the contract that

the United States has with France as compared with the

contractual arrangements that Canada has w :1,th France .

We have only one year . They argue that they have two .

There are many problems, of course, arising out of the

relocation ; for example, whether or not there will be

any compensation . ',ie will be very much intereste d

in such questions as to whether or not France will

continue to contribute to the costs of infrastructure,

which could represent a very great sum of money . If

France decided not to continue to support infrastruc-

ture, this would mean that the fourteen countries

would have to bear a pretty important financial burden .

These or other questions will not be

decided now, but will be decided on the basis of some

of the decisions that will be ta .cin;; place on Tuesday

and .leduesd.ty and, p:irticularly, on .Aiat happens to

the French forceo, air and -round forces, in Germany .

J01iII ,l :► Li;d~t : 5ir, you mentioned that some

:;o .r t of cic:cisio.i vja,: possible on the removal of the

II:;IU Council next vieek . If the A_:ncricun vicw were

tc, prc:v :iit, do you think tli lt this mi~ht influence

Cener.zt dc; Gaulle in his t~~l ;; :• %•.i tli Ru ..3ia?
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HON . PAUL T+LIRTIN : I do not think that that

would be a factor . The American position .on this has

been reported to the press . I think it is too early

yet to say what the final positions on this question

really are, but I have indicated how we feel. I think

that, if it has been possible for the military committe

to be in Washington all these years and for th e

Council to be in Paris, that there should be no great

military inconvenience in having SHAPE separated from

the Council . However, I could be wrong in this, but

this is my present view, and it would seem to me that

France might feel thât she would havé a closer contact

with the Alliance, if-the political organ,of NATO

were to stay in Paris . This is a matter that some

countries feel as strongly about as I do, but it is

not an irrevocable position . It is a question we

will have to decide one way or the other, I am sure,

at this next meeting either to stay in France or to go

wherever SHAPE goes . It could be that the new host

country might insist that it is not p=epared to accept

one without the other . This woulci be a very important

considerstion, if that position were taken by an y

of the potential host countries .

HILLARY BLUGSTOCKE : Could you see London as

a possible location for SHAPE?

HON . PAUL MARTIN : London is, of course, a

very agreeable place for most things as far as

Canada is concerned . I would think that in the con-

text of NATO London was not a satisfactory place .
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JO!IIr . ';dALI.;;R : II~wve you anything special to

put forward in the :;e diocussions between Greece and

Turkey on Cfprus? •

IIOIJ . PAUL :1I,IRTIId : Yes . We will have some

discussions with Greece and Turkey, particularly with

regard to the mitter of mutual aid, and also with

regard to some developments in Cyprus . The Cyprus

force will terminate, or rather its mandate will con-

clude on the 26th of June next, unless renewed . There

is to be a meeting of the Security Council on June 16,

and we will naturally be giving consideration t o

this matter, and it is in this context that I will be

having some discussions with representatives of the

Gree'; and Turkish governments, and it is rather help-

ful that it has been announced that the foreign

ministers of Greece and Tursey are going to carry on

discussions with regard to Cyprus in Brussels o n

the 9th of June next, following the discussions that

the Government of Cyprus has had with the Govern.ment

of Greece on the sa-me matter only within the past few

days .

DAVE i .IcII31'vSci : I•Ir . i .I:zrtin, would you care to

co,ruaent on the possible use of your role as President

of the Council at this : e ;c :;ion as a cort of inediator

or go-bet,,+ee ► i, as, for instance, between the French

•-twl tI ► c Arneric ..Ln positions ?

IiUId . PAUL LI:1~:1'III : 1'iell, I will endeavor, as

any country :•rould try, to minUlize the differences .

.:nd if it i :, thou~,ht th-it there jr. any role for t o

30
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play vie will ,ladly assume this, as other countrie ;,

would . But I a'n not going there with the idea that

there is a particular role for me to play in this

area . If it should arise, Iviould certainly do my

best, because I believe that it i .:, desirable for the

Atlantic Coamiunity, for the western world, to have as

close an association with France as possible, and we

take colafort in the view that the Government of

France, within the context of an organization of

soverei{;n powers, takes a similar view .

I only hope that the differences on the

question of rnilitary- orÜ:-uiizution will not defeat

that purpose .

I also hope, in reaffirminc; our belief

in Itl;'lU and its indispensability at this time for our

security, that this will not stand in the way of our

takin., measures, and being determined to take measures,

to try and improve relations between the East and

',le s t, and it is because -ae believe that in the face

of the present military L1ight of the Soviet Union

in h_lrticular that the best way tc do this is by

beinzi equally 3tro ~ ; . Canada and the fourteen believ e

that there can be no le tuI> in the combined iailitary

ort;,:niz:ttion that has becn e ; t .:blislieci durin; the

pa..t fourtcon ;; ears in :J;,T~ itL;clf .. Uut no one should

conclacl-.~ that bucuu sc vie believe 1•11;1iU to be nccess;u•y,

no one ; hould concludc t,ccau:.e we propose t o

:stronl ;then i t, that vie are on that account les3

int(-,,rested in trying to i1nhrove relations between
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the European powers on both sides, in the 'i+arsaw Pact

and in the NATO group . This remains an objective

that vie believe i :: essential, and we will pursue it

with as much vigor as we can .

I hope that out, of this meeting will

come an agreement on the part of all fifteen as to

the best courses to promote a further detente .

VLAVIIdIit r;II9-IAILOV : I,r . Martin, would you

care to comment on this statement by Walter Lippman

in toda,y's paper entitle "United States and Europe" .

HON . PAUL LL'LRTIN : I did not read I .:r . 'Lippman

this morning ; I read Arthur Hlak28y,~ instead .

VLé►DIIrIR 1,ZIIMAILOV : At any rate, in his stor5r

I.Ir . Lippman says that the real undertone of the

French decision wan that the Europe of today would

end the cold war while the United States, for a number

of reasons, is not ready to do so . The second part

of my question is that there were some statements

=tde recently that the time has come for NATO and

for the Warsaw Pact powers to reach a pact or agree-

ment, whatever it is . What do you say to that ?

HON . PAUL I:AIt'rIN : I have not read I.:r . Lippman'

article and I prerer, on that account, not to co=ent

on it . But I have sought to indicate twice in wha t

I h--ive said today that vie are anxious to promote as

mucti imI ►rovcr:ient in the relwtion :, between the Warsaw

Pact pocrers and the IlATO p o wers as is possible . And

we bclievc tl)_tit the uio :.•t effective way to do that

will be ttirougli cons ultation :, wi th me .mber :: of the

!3
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Alliance, and we will be giving consideration to a

specific proposal that will involve the whole question

of European unity . This is an objective and we will

be enabled, I believe, to make some progress in this

area as a result of our determination at the present

time to continue as members of a strenbthened, a

re-strengthened IdATO .


