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-e for Foreign Policy Development undertakes a
i Canadians. The summer and fail of 2000, the
held with Canadian youth ini order to seek their

)f children and conflict and to prepare some of them
Conference on War-Affected Children in Winnipeg.
Sfor Foreign Policy Development devised a strategy

Mie National Forum on War-Affected Children: an
ty and modules for Ieaming, a series of round-table
organized by the Canadian Centre for Victims of
rnreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver), andi a
~h brought together 50 youth from across Canada i

Lodules gave teachers, youth and youth groups
i about the issue prior to the events. The roundtable
A thrnno4i t1ip itsp -,~f ,A -- -- L

A selection process was in
place Io select the 50
applicants for the Forum held
i Mfanitoba. Applicants we
encouraged to zubmait
descriptions of their
experiences i the area of war
affected children. Letters of
refèrences were also sent in to
recommend delegates for the
conférence.

A selection teamn of 5 people
from, the Canadian Centre for
Victims of Torture, the
Canadian Centre of Foreign

mmission
D applications and
degates who bcst

mient
sion
ence,
of the

Each year, the Cent
National Forum witl
National Forum was



What emerged was a 7-part program for Gimli and Winnipeg:

• Sept.6-9: The National Forum in Ginli, Manitoba, where 50 youth
who live in Canada met with each other, and during part of the time
also met with 25 youth from other countries, and with their
international chaperones.

• Sept.6-9: The International Youth Delegates Meeting in Gimli,
Manitoba, where 25 youth from war-affected countries met with
each other and the Canadian youth. They were selected through a
process that focussed on criteria such as analytical ability, actively
working on the issues and experience speaking in public.

" Sept 10-12: The Youth Meeting in Winnipeg, Manitoba
• Sept 10-17: The Communications Youth Program in Winnipeg,

Winnipeg, Manitoba, where

Manitoba,

For us.

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conference on War-Affected Children
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In bjunli, Manitoba. 501
Through a variety of me
families, and what youn,
Meeting were separate a

- «-- -- ,ý&iaLua ismL gamrnco O tIK about Iiow war has affected each of themn.
they told their personal stories and discussed the impact of war on them. their peers and
e can do. Meetings between the National Forum and The International Youth Delegates
-ed.

The "Canadian" youth came from a wide variety of backgrounds, some had been in Canada a few months, others several
years. others boni here. The born-in-Canada youth came from a mix of francophone, anglophone and aboriginal
backgrounds, rural and urban. Backgrounds of others included Colombian, Mexican, Sudanese, Kosovar. Nigerian.Ethiopian. Kurdish, Salvadoran, Iranian, Iraqi, Somalian, and Tninidadian. The international youth came from 16 different
countries, with some overlap with thec youth from Canada.

The question of "what is a Canadian" was a charged one, for many of the youth identified more with the international
youth and their stories, and whcn talking used the words "my country" to describe the country they had recently left.

We mention thîs as significant in ternis of Canadian policy, because often in the Winnipeg programn, the Canadian "war-affected" delegates expressed to us that both the media and conference organizers seemed to place a higher priority on the"international" delegates and their experiences than the delegates froni Canada. There would seem to be a significant areaof work to be donc in terms of looking at how international events significantly affect foreign-born youth in Canada,because of their emotional, and psychological connections to their countries and cultures of origîn. In Canadian schools,youth delegates said it was often a area of conflict. It also could provide a significant "teaching" opportunity for makingthe study of international events and history more relevant to both Canadian born and foreign born students in thiscountry. This was a sensitive issue for the youth. The aboriginal youth also, although quieter in voicing their issues. wercsteadily pointing out thic effects of "occupation" to their peers who were ready to listen. This point came home ini one ofthe small group discussions, when one youth was suggesting that an aboriginal protest had no business at a war-affectedchildren's conference and someone askcd "well, whosc land do you think you're sitting on?" That table was silent as thepenny dropped. In ternis of tcrms of the program. we would recommcnd that in a blended event of this nature, some timebe spent dur-ing the program with aIl delegates together actively discussing the differences in their situations.

The prograni encouraged a variety of non-verbal activities to accomnmodate more than 16 languages and set a tone forcommunal acti'vity, not always based on language. Youthfül facilitators and activity leaders encouraged a casual, relaxedapproach, with youth scen to be leading and at the front of the room. Gaines included impromptu dancing lessons. handand clapping gaines, and spoons. The informal activities and youth leadership activities were facilitated and led by The

ee seen,
ind



Masks were constrcted. to demonstrate communication without language. and to illustrate images of war.
peace and peace-building. A movement worlcshop by Christina Medina, a Winnipeg dance instructor.
demonstratpd how concepts and statements could be communicated without language. Delegates worked froin
the canvas murais to develop the inovement worksiiop. Christina was crucial to the success of many of these
activities.

Youth also shared their personal stories in a safe environment using drama, mi
international delegates told their stories through their whisper transiators.

The large group was sptit into small discussion and activity teams. organized t
each group needed to translate. The teams worked together for the time they ýN
both Canadian and international delegates and generated recommendations.

For some parts of the program,

the end
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Gimli, Manitoba Reconimendations
* Make sure media gets daily coverage about

international news daily and in depth
" Allow more refiïgees into Canada and improve

system for immigration *
" **educate children within schools about

current events and refiugees*
" student welcome committees for refugees at

schools*
* projects i.e. awareness week, presentations

teleconferences correspondence (e-mail, chats,

Tearn rwo
" Stop selling arms
" Continue to maintain humanitarian programns

and should not expect anything in retumn
* Ail assistance shoiild be humanitarian unless

military or political intervention is requested.
L.e. economic sanctions should be avoided.

" Raising awareness in Canadians by having
more international and national roundtables and
conferences.

" That Canada stops producing and exporting
weapons that will be used in under-developed
countries

r refugees to get better jobs
riment increasing prograins like

le both
Iren and
Dm one

wndtable discussions

nt and
ms

ssions.



Terni five
* Create more prograins for war affected

childten: therapy learning programs*
" More finance shou1d go to the mental health of

war affected children *

* Family reunification should also be considered
and the process be speeded up *

" Faster conversion of diplomas and
qualifications to help get jobs faster*

" Sumnier school to help refugees learn English
and Frenchi and Spanish*

" Promote health of individuals in war zones*
" Intervene to stop wars * (some objections)
" Do not allow child soldiers under 20*
" Ban land mines i.e. sign Ottawa treaty

Educate children ini schoc

cthe
Ition

ghts of
dian

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on War-Affected Children



The Canadian Youth Delegation focussed on N
International Youth to prepare for and attend f
Ministerial Meeting.

At tis point the program became more formai and more intense for the organization - to deal with thc
youth, with less youth-Ied activities, and more focus on leang what the issues of war-affected children.
aduit meetings would look like and what the roie of youth would be in
those meetings. Gail Cockbumn and Susan Fountain took over the lead on
the Youth Delegation program, with Students Commission focusscd on
Iooking after National Forum youth, in the Canadian delegation, as well as
the Communications (Media and Outreach) youth. Linda Dale continued
to lead the international youth, altbough with a small team and many
responsibilities, particularly the video, pulling her in many directions, the
Students Commission toc>k on added responsibilities, including managing
the unfbreseen inundation and politics of media reauests. the lozistics

Report on The National Forum 2000
Eand National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on NNar-.,iffected Children



During the next days, the 9 conférence themes of the Experts
Meeting and the 7 caucîzs issues were presented and delegates did
"walkrounds? on each topic, focussiug on the same framework of
analysis asked to the Experts: What's Working, What's Not
Working, Reconimendatioris, and as an extra What Youth Can Do.
Discussions refmned the "walkarounU' notes and ideas into
presentations, workshop presentations, speeches and media
briefings. The Youth Spokespersons gave two full media briefings,
presenting statemrents, the~n answering questions from the media for
about one-halfbour. Throughout the event, individual and group
interviews were scheduled for many of the delegates, with the
media spokes team helping to support other delegates in their
interviews.

At the Opening of the Experts Meeting, two youth speakers gave a
highlight presentation of youth concernis and issues and the
Movement Team opened with a dramatic presentation. Youth
delegates attended ail of the workshops, and in some funictioned as
speakers, resource people and co-chairs.

Maria Minna, Canadian Minister

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on War-Affected Children
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What is workdng?
* YMCAt'CIDA is working
* Youth are working very hard ta let their voices be

heard - we are interested in knowing about the
conflicts and we are ready to jump up with solutions

* Palestinian youth are still in the camps and didn't
forget their issue and the right of return

" Youth are planning, executing and taking rote as
neutral party io manage, resolve conflict

" Youth have reached their own place ta say a word
on peace in Colombia

* Youth from segregated communities brought
together in Northern Ireland through cross-
conimunity organizations.

* Grassroots conflict resolution, interfaith and
interethnic, dialogue and wç,rlshops

* oing programs and workshops through churches
* Peace bu~ilding through cireativity: art, dance, music

etc.
*Awareness prograrris

What isn't worklng?
* The ideas of youth are flot being considered. So. the

rote of youth is flot there.
" Youth stili don't have enough to say.
" Youth are flot taken seriously by government.
" Media is haviing a very negative effect on our

people and their culture. People become
desensitized and stereotypes are potrayed.



What is working?
* Using the Convention as a teaching aid to children
• Working on children's parlianent
• Some countries are raising awareness

What isn't working?
• Knowledge about the Convention on the Rights of

the Child
f the • No punishment for violations on the Convention

• No implernentation or enforcement of Convention
• Children under the age of 18 working

tion * International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and CRC ar
not respected by armed irouvs involved in the

• CRC doe!
• Poor cour

of the CRC

on the

Report on The National Forum 2000
Eand National Forurn Youth during and after the Conference on WNar-Affected Children
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0 Amnesty International
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ot worldug?
n for air danger does not exist or is not on time.
WA isn't receiving enough funding to provide quality education
ùgecs.
e not Iistening to children enougb.
hould do more to prevent the issue of landmines.
cal care and education do not work.

urganisations gîve aega, suppur, 1
peopie like CIPA support.

)pie in12 the a No si
land i

anka will e Not a
)Pie. 0 In Sr
o the * OnIy

~iren in order ta protect themn

rovided by

-e not tumed inoa soidiers.

-children.

and the rebels for
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Children During

Conflicts
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do not work, for example, US
ted internationally.
1 organizations Iead to waste of
fr peace building projects.
he planet, so there are a lot of
iich decelerates the peace process.
Lot supported by somne governments.

exposure.
* Youth sh(

IV 0 Praniote 1
9 Make son
* EncouraR

[I work with others youth in war

- need help from UN and media

ik with nid opportunity arises.

ine

Effective Peace
Building Strategies



What is not working
* Democratic process (ini some

countries governments elet What actions can vouth take
who the leader is, flot the 0 Aid in raising public awareness
people), no universal definition of the issues so that thiev are
of democracy Th h le u fknown before violence' takes

" Poverty alleviation n plc(ieinsho)
" Peace talks and negottiions C nlc tedadpesfrmr
* UIN resolutions for preventingfous nérnc tshe

conflicts P e e to da ihec te n" Resolutions often govemmtnal officiais
iricreaselaggravate conflicts * Youth should be more aware
because more issues are born tq and involved in political issues
invite it.

affect civiliai

ations/tr
liet sitrn

s0 as to reduce
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What is workingy
e Nothing because non

governmental armed groups
don't sign the trcauies. We live
in an era that has a lot of options
for youth rather than military.

t and have nothing good to do in their
-Y for certain satisfaction.

di there is no

Report on l'ne National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on 'War-Affected Children

The Military,, Armed Groups and
Children's Rights
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What is workiî

i ne country tmat 1
should create a pr
their countny. For

children to go to war,
the men and women of
al! of the men are
vice in the military and
rs of age. During those
,ht to receive education,
:C) O*xly the women who
ý' cannot be forced to go.
oJdiers should be tried

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on War-Affected Children
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investigacion Reporte y Seguimienios en la \ iolació'n de los
Derechos de los Niñios

t la oportunidad de compartr nuestras experiencias nos brmda l
... AmA A. -n1nrar nimisen con auien contar, crea enl nuetra mente una



Refugees and
Internally

Displaced Children

1

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on War-Affected Children

8, Some refugees do not have the refugee staws so. bey do not know
whcre to go. The UN decisions are flot being applied.

* No access to basic nec.ds.

What actions can youth take
a Youth should be empowered to channel the international resources to



The. ,ipising of conflict has led to the. destruction of many lives aud properties. Children
are the most vuinerable in conflicts and they innocently suifer the. atrocities of Violent
cotiflictsand war.
I Liberia, for example. as well as in Sierr Leone, ch ldren have suffered the. dangers of cMiv

wars and conflicts. They sufféed starvation, rape, Iack of medication, displaced and refuge.
livs; ore wrelef hmelss orhas ad cary tenage parents. During Contlict, people

kvelop and becorne im*ected wt isae as a resuit of rapes, hunger, lack of shelters. lack of'
iugdication, and lack of sanitation. Th l of scx cducation, protection, medication, and the. Jack
ofi unertndn haeldto theidem of the AIDS virus in Thir4 World countries.

by spreading
lizations.
:e videos and
s to malce

Report on The National Forum 2000
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Conflict
and

HIV/AIDS



.ching

nstead

Reotoxh ainlFrm20

Trauma
And

Healing



YOUTH KEYNOTE ADDRESS

ON WAR-

ished guests. and fellow
demnonstrate the sheer
will consist of both the
ounterpart, Florian, will
itIi delegates whilst 1 will
time, youths have been
eir opinions often ignored
uth are so respected and
h an honour to be invited

Report on The National Forum 2000
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Il est delicat pour moi de vous expliquer et de vous faire comprendre
comment c'est difficile. De vivre dans une terruer permanent et
quotidienne en se posent toujours la meme question: que-ce qui va
m'arriver aujourd'hui? Tandisque d'autres enfants de meme age, dan
un autre coin du monde, sepose le question de savoir qu'ils vont mett

Renort on The National Forum 2000H



YOUTH CLOSING STATEMENT AT EXPERTS MEETING

Ladies and gentlemen, we would like to thank you for the opportunity
to let us voice our ideas and opinions involving war-affected children in

this international setting. Being able to work with experts from around the
world not only motivated us to make a difference, but also gave us
concrete ideas of how to start.
We would lilce to put our words into action by creating an international
organization of youth responsible to support the implementation of the
reconunendations madle here regarding children and youth affected by
war. With political and financial support fromi govemrments and NOOs,
our recommendations would become realities. During this conférence we

,Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forurn Youth during and after the Conférence on NNar-Affected Children
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Education
Around the world, there are tens of thousands of children who, because of wars, are denied their
right to education. Education is the key to prevcntrng conflicts and to rebuilding our lives afier
conflict. We demnand quality education be provided to ail children affected by war. I addition to
courses offered ln national currculum, education needs to emphasize awareness through
teaching the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Self-understanding and developmnent must be
motivated through capacity building, leadership training, and the exploration of issues such as

)accept diversity and tolerance.]1
verment must begin at the commI

BuldiUng Peace

Athy corn



Refugees and Internally Displace4 People
Durine war manv people, including woxnen and children,

groups that destroy their inn(

refugees and
For those wh
thev be mrovi

ileieit-

r oirum 2000ference on War-Affected Children
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The Week at a Glance
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Equipment
The eauioment at the Sisier Media Center included:



ssion support staff took
Youth Media Team (thi
I and how they fit togeth

ent set-up/take-down, v:

ooking times and going

>ment booking, digital c
;letter templates and lay

d going with teams to
,out, program support

letter content and
ipport (agendas, teams,

staff:
with our
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Youth Media Liaison Officers
At the beginning of the week, we assigned two youth to work
as media liaison officers to help deal with the overwhelming
media attention. These two youth, Jill and Rizza, were based

Because til
confusing
and Barb 1



Teamn's roie was to'
es of the conférence

Sisier High

'BCTV in
,backpaocks

Outreach
Part of the

Report on The National Forum 2000

and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on NN'ar-Affected Children
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Outeome: The Workshop
The workshop presented in schools was created by memrbers of the
Youth Media Teamn. Ail members of the Team are now trained in

prsnigthis woirkshop. The workshop lias been captured ini a print
guie, hi s online, so that it canbe used by teahers and tudents

in their owni scliools. The workshop lias also been captured on digital

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conférence on N%,'ar-Affected Children
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Appendix B - Narrative Text

You were awakened at 5:37 this morning by the sound of a gunshot. You instinctively turned the
radio on to hear the Iatest report. A bomb had gone off near your local cultural centre. There
were five casualties: two aduits. .. .and three children. Do you know these people? Were they
your neighbours? At 7:25 you leave for sehool, you don't want to go for fear of conaing home to
a deserted bouse. As you walk to school, you spot the body of a young man in a back alley. You



Report on The National F orum 2000

Appendix C - The Quiz

* How many landimnes are still burning in the 10 main affected countries (Peru, Ecquador,

Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, Columbia, Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Guatamala)?

a) 00,000
b) 1 million
c) More than 1 million

0 How many children are killed by landmines each month?
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in GOnTlICIS CONTENT ET REV!VEN1'T
Krista. ON Natahe, MB

Through out the National Forum in Gimli, Manitoba, Canada, La semaine passée, 75 jeunesde plus de 28pas du

experiences were constantly being shared, but nothing was a m

better representation of the collective stories and feelings of war Gimli. Chaund'ene eua pre histoire

than the silhouettes painted by each group. The activity

consisted of creating two silhouettes by tracing the shapes of a Pluieurs délégués canadiens se sont demandé siles

male and a female and decorating them to reflect the emotion jnes de pays affectés duerre se sentaient àjlaise à

and trauma of living through a war. raconter leurs histoires devant des dixaines de

Each of the seven groups designed silhouettes based on their journalistes, d'amis, ou d'étrangers. Elvira Kastrati,

answers to four questions: what their eyes had seen, what their u j femm du K a de 19 ans dit.

mind remembered, what their body had expenienced and what «J'aim quand on me demande mon histoire de

their heart had felt. They also wrote words on the canvas to g C'est comme sion se souci vraiment de se qui

explain their feelings. One group wrote a poem about what they c'est passé. Mais ce n'est pas la même chose avec tout

had endured. Many groups had at least one person in the fetal eonde.Desfoi ail queceuxquie

position to represent fear, helplessness, innocence, self- demandent comment c'était se sentent obligés de le

protection or often a combination of these elements. Some demander». Emmnuel Kedini, lui aussi agé de 19

paintings had people holding their arns out to each other but a mis o du Soudan se sent ouvert au sujet

unable to reach, illustrating the separation that war causes. One de la guerre dans son pays. Il veut que les gens soient

-- 1lri Qnuier ,tandin£! stron. voud and POwerful, au courrant de ce dui se passe au Soudan.
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At the National Forumu in Gimuli, the 50 Candian and 25 International youth, in seven groups, caeup

witb reçc5nmendations basutd on what they thought should be doue about the probleliof war-affected

children.
* Atkow more refugees intc> Canada and i ùprove a Intervene to tpwr * (some objections)

systern~ ~ ~ ~ ~ foUmigainQ o ot alo 4idslers under20Q*

* Educate chiltiren within schools about current a ae adieie.sg taatet
-A----- 0Fduae hideni schools about the plights of
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Sunday, Sept. 1111 The opening address thee issus idou ouin

ceremTollies were atede y Lloyd and soIlye hrtoee. Mnsr

AxwortW, Miniter oforeign Mnn aise etoe ta h a

Afais, Maria Minna, Minister of rase he bde o dctohat

a y 75 youth Dfo l10YCf the are part of theuur.
workt ereettve rr 143 Mnse xotyto h lo n

contisinldig 3miises av evra taemns. H
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A Spider On the WaIl
Rose, QCWinnipeg, Manitoba - - Tuesday afternoon ... chants, shouts, "We are sic and tired of wefare, this is our land and respect

banners ... just a few of the sights that covered the front steps aur land."
of the Fort Garry Hotel. Canadian aboriginals fighting against "We su~pport the Burnt Church,- another manl sbouted.
the govemmtent, protesting a treaty that was signed two "No justice no pence!" crie4 out a man several times.
hundred years ago stating that natives cannot fish salmon or There was a beating drum and hollers and whistles ... "it wiiI
lobster. " Shame on you, Canada!"~ shouted on~e mani. Max»' nver be forgotten, our fisII are Our future, our achiIdren areoaur
youth sat on a platform pulled t»' a truck. Signs fioated future..."
aroundithe air: broken trcaty, broken world", 're lobster', Another man rTPIiId the border of theC protests. "Your.red world", "smash the colonial state", "Iead, follkw or get of mi ist nide are hiding iniside your wflis. Wl»' don't you
the way", "cçatch a fish, feed a chiîId", "espect the inherent com osie and meet the peplpe *lio made you ich!"
rights of the MIICMAQS". Another wQman shoted froîn the steps of the hotel, whcre the
There were red flags being waved around wlth a yeflow sun in mnilters were present. "We need to be heard! Who cares if
the cerner along with a drawing of an indian. A hief got up they make fun of us!"
on the podium and called out ta the Caadangvermment to The medi adPrs wr W v!ywhre, none stopped daing
let theni fish or there would be a lot af trouble in the future, reports and askixng quetin. A few police officers wre
tilat Canada has ta listen ta them, Canada bas ta listen to its standing near the ousd de of the prtest. An old mani

people.wandered back and forth puahing a shopping cart partially
A woanwth a taionltalking stick gathered around the filled with old soda cana and with many signs.

chanerswhobeatther dumsand haned.A mn wih afla Prtestrs tared eavngta let thle traffic flow. Many
wakdup ttedoor of th oe, a ecurity followed hlm. wondered and4asked oneoanother what would happen next A

Meda cverd hm ad sppoter folowdmany of themn woIna stoo4 tup on the stairs and calle 4 out, sying that the
wome andchidrenwit traitioal rumsandjewery. next protest will be atthe Forkcaat 10:00 axn, on Satsrday.

Letfs wait and see.



Kids Helping Kids
Port Lokco Stcrriý; Leone Projeet

In a small town on Georgian Bay, Onu
school dedicated to helping children stui
Leone. The Victoria Harbour Elementar
is "A Sohool That Cares," is the headqu
sends scbool supplies to a small Catholi

there is a
ko. Sierra
ose motto

g the sti
students

R-vcnn. ON

lives did flot stop war frorn
rra Leone. "Victoria Harbour
iare of the atrocities that were

of the Revolutionary United
ider, Foday Sankoh, as early as
22 of the children of the sister
J one boy burned alive.' Paul
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There;among the~

"We are here because these things are a anothero ba talk shp, and th
cime against hiamaity, and thi t inigimuiyisipranbt
end." stated Miister Maria Minna a aso need to look atet eto."M

1 7, t~~~~he opening of the Epr' etn t o h pluewsfrSehnLwsthe international Conf#rence on War~- tbough, as he finishied his drs with-fece Children on September 13" the issue of Sdnad hqow thtcudbe

The p al te opnig fthe Sece and wyedd odru job he had wt ersnaie rmSdnExpersMeeting consste of fsai the youI's opnon nd< hecamdtat"h itm a rt.
Ç o 9 p o t r t o f M In r a t i o n a ae o m n a i n ," r mt i e c i i g t e w y t e S d n

U ,C oop e ra ti M r a M n ac n é e c , w o e t e r c i a o e n e t d n e n v i e h s u



FrQrn

art

Mayor Glen's office on Main Street in Winnipeg is holding an
art éxhibit ftom oamiu froin S eber 10-~ 17.This
exhi1bit will be touring all across aaat inpg
Toronto, Ottawa, Montrel, Halifa,Saktoan
Vancouver. The exit isabout scupue maide of etod
weapons and pictures of the process of making theui, The
sculptures are very creative and show us the only good use of
weapons. The project was created by the Christian Council of
Mozaminbque (CCM) in 1995 and it offers incentives for
exchanging weapons. The objcive of te rjetis
encourage people to atcptinpaeulngcivisad
to embrace peace. Works eesonbaritsuhs
Kester, Micas, Fiel, Celestino, Hmet, Kse, and niany
others.

convention to protect chide rmsxa xliainh o p e for-children ~~~Canada is also one of 20 onnseatn e ast

proteet children fromi sexual abuse. Through tlhçse laws,I
ihide edt epoetd htith eifvoiced by 1ti

1~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ e regarding e ors naohrcuty hycnb
imo rbr omnBuratDaid Mauas and~ arc mshna

convicted bac h~ome. Suh s h case readngai
Ro Q)I vet~g4university professor fron'lrd n iliniefo

~ ~New Yorkc City. They sexually exploited 10, 11, and 121I
year oldovers ,and were sneedto 125 yearsin jail l

Canadians are invoived in sex tuim n ae r

Chlde on theç strects ar preyed up9o' because they are~crcil n~ net
inL12. l Manitoba. We, ascitzne to puta top to this.

SWe csiiot let thiechillrenof the future be hurt. We

cant et h hildn'be sard hlenwboar1

1 abused car a>wflmeoiswt hr frlifç We a

1 Foruaey thrs hoefr te c ieniniid world n
ths hl*n



Wak. up Canada! aaiM

On Setme 2 nr aiepoetr ahrdin front of the Fort ary Hotel to
battle te ngin isu of Burnt Church. Tkfir golwsto give a l nd sml

mesag t te inites aterd there: Canaa i o fihtngawar.
Theson which the poetwas cnrdioe ht hs een iof gret cne to
Canadian Natives, when boats were ceased and a chief was anrested a few weeks ago.
'"Though the issue seems complicated ai times, the solutions are simple and simply
connion sense. Let themn fish; just letit be fair," said Albert $esc r.

five in bythe United Ntos thenative pulation islivin inird wiorldodtos
"Hopials and sre are fulfl of our people. Most natives are on welfare This is our
land," said BillTraverse

"Cnaa s gnrig urriht. hey're jus it back denng our ight to make a
livng nd et ur eope ff welfare, 4 said one protester.

Thein slgnuefo theprotest was "No justice, no~ peae When prtsswpre i
askd wy tey ad hosn tisthey said the explanation is simpe If Caaaserved

jusic t te ntie eoleinera]problm would be reso1ve ad we would be a~ble

to tke astepin he rght irecion

solutions se.ggstd "Love yu utrso h aie htpol aeadso
racsm. Anthr iterstng thing se pine is that the tretp that niatives n't

liereevs isnot tre." lv thek sre It's the eily place to whch1 ango and
not be ictmof rcsand rude cmet.We should keep rsre.
The poetr lown n oetigt ehadi oncinwt h

cInnatial Conférenc enJzo War AfetdCilrn Yuhaet epctyu w



At theItrainlCnéec on War-Affctd Childreii, we hear about people from difféenti

cutuesfihtngeaçh other and difeetehi groups fighting cach other. But for the youth of

the~~~~~~~~~~~ cofrne hi ifrn utrsmasa pportM1nity t<> leari about cac fotiier and4 about ý

themelvs. hentheeveingcomes, everyone loses their tities. The youth are no~ longer

intrnaioal eleats o Cnadan elgatsor youth media, they rejust frien4s. r

Intrnaionl Cnféene gadl aceptd.The train departed from Prairie Dog Central at 7:30

PMheaingfor the Hic' Post. There~, a BBQ of chicken, corn, potatoes, and4 roils was ir
aiigfor thern. It was a delicious meal. Apple crsp ad ice cream was served for dset ai a

it asa igt o fn.Soe dleats ada tower of pop çans go4ng otbors wer anig and

soepole were juthnig out and h1aving a go tirne. A group calle4 the PushiùIg Daisieu

Theeveingdemnstate, oceagain, that the youth of the conférence are good fredsad that t

soldiers. Shoin gainst sotnkiling againsi Girl sol4iers make up thirty percent of temltr nsm

killing, and hatred agis bswced. But there is muhmore cutisi fia hymyb butd n ocdit

seesm tê ore the dake ide of war. lha the side some as young stn

tbat other people dont aee exetfr toewho are Informing pepeabu h bad hnsta4o ni h a

There a e Fa e foc e * hig y don't 'vant the. daïicr side of kt
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ClosIpg of Yoth Meeting
Sat the Inentoa Conference
Sept.nîbe# 12, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, we woul ike to than yaa for the pprunt to let us voice ourideas
and opinions invoIving war-affected chlde inti nentoa etn.Bigal owr
with exçperts from around the world iiQt onymtvdu to ak aw difrncbtaogv

us caicrete ideas of how to start.
We would like to pu~t ur wordsit cinb 4atn nitrainl raiaino ot

re3sponsibl to sport thimpeetto of thercmedtosmaehr eadn

Minister Minna who indicated ber spotfrti rjc.Ls ih emtwt r
Otnnwho discuissed our participation in a movemnt for th pctoofwraecd



The Meda &
monrpM el 1 C o n fl »ic t 

Kri. ON

What cntemedia do for people in war zones? More The iiext person to speak was odnaBsinwoi

imprtntywht holdthy b din? ha ws hetoic now par fthe Caadan orait o Fe xrsin
of dicsinfrtemmn ae nSeptember 1,2000 Gordana mentioned both positiv<e andi necgative aspects of
at the International Conférence on War-Affected Children. media covrage. On thie positive si4e, she tol tw stoie of
The fst sekrwas Kwmsi Appenten. Kas believes girls during the war in Bosnia andho the media aw areneas

tha th meia oitd affect the oucm f a conflict, but are of their lives beti motivae many people to heip the
ofte igoredor ake forgrated.Notonl shold he Bsnins uring the war in that region. On the negatve side,

mei bcative participants in coixflict situations by site spolce about how journalists often tmy 1> tide some facts
spreadirig information and telling the true story, but they are to make the story "digestible" but how she felt it was
also critical to cofitresolution. Uulng local Janguages important to write about the realities of war.
and creative ways to prescrit the inforaton wox*ld promote The third andi final speaker was Sely Syel h
awareness in conflkct areas aotwbat is ha pig. creates documentantes as an needn ilm<r awl
Kwasi also believes that a conscious shift in the mentality sald that there is less interesin ouetresbcuemn
and function of the media is needeti. There neetis ta be a people are not intereste in xlou n the sories they begr on
new emphasis placed on human rights - they are ofien itot the news in-depth. She aiospolce of what site calls

cosdee sexy" andi are therefère net popular news "compassion fatigue," *henpeleha omu fastr
topics. Childrens rigitts, according to Kwasi, sixeult be andi don't fe any sypayfr it ayoe
especially emphasized, and morals andi ethics need to be The utorning's dsuion endeti with a peioti ihere
discussed muore iu lte media. An adiinlprobleru that audience members, who were maluly part of the media,, werc
Kwasi brougitt tu is that i some countries, the state given the chance to asic questions about the speeches aud
cosflrols the infrmtion and i h mcd toc ofien as a source of experiences cf the speakers. The dsuion continued in thei

inforatio by he mdia.aftemooe.

Me ia tnhoul b reua i as ehzns cfsthat inentonlis ea
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Diarnonds have been recognizi
beauty and purity, and have ea
friend." However, as Olara Ot
with vouth on Sentember 14 ti

Conflict Diamonds
Krista. ON

iities as symbols of they are traded as having corne frorn that country. Diarnonds
titie "A girl's best ail have Certificates of Origin statrng where they corne from,
ntioned at his dinner and according to international agreements. a rough diarnond
iarker side to these should have the same Certificate of Origin regardless of how
uce of this, but these often it is traded before hecnminçy 2 nnijçht-g1 Qtnnf. T«i-



.ts Commission Staff of Mo, Kristin, Jeff
id Krista give a STANDING OVATION and big
excellent, fabulous, enthusiastic media team for
tion and hard work this week. Here's what
nplished in seven days!

events during the International Conference from
er 10 - 17
i four newsletters on the International Conference
website on with reporting frorn the International

ice (can be found by going to www.tmaR.ca and



Report on The National Forum 20)00
and National Forum Y outh during and after the Conférence on \\ar-\ffecered Childre

BEYOND...
• Youth, both Canadian and international, chaperones, and staff ftorn The

erones
each ç

ture r



Report on The \ational Forum 2000



EVALUATION and RJECOMMENDATIONS
Organizational Point of View
Planning for The National Forum itself was effective andi efficient. Objectives wore set early andi
cle>prIy wi he Centre for Foreign Policy andi provideti a clear path to plan towards, measure

proposd actiite gainst and evahiate results. It kept us on track, with the ability te focus on
<ielivery of the results desireti, particularly as we acquireti new partniers andi players with the

Next tinie; we would like to do more training of facilitators, prier to
material for them, related to content for thec event, so that less inforn
from the front on the room.

Next time: we would advocate that there not he a
delegates in a program such as this.

Next ne stironger training for delegates
ise of silence, when combining y

id prc

ýecame P2



Media pressures were huge during the event, be
nature of the topic and the stories of the youth. J

successfully in Gimli, because we had more cor

Report on The National Forum 2000
and National Forum Youth during and after the Conference on War-Affected Children



Youth Perspective:,

Yout evauatins f the eyent are as follows:

" seurit reqiremntsin Winnipeg were unrespectfül, and strcssfui

" no enughtime to pep speches, presentations aporiately
" youfti participation shlouid be "youth ftiendly." We should flot be fo

become aduits, but b welcomed to pripaeas youth - in our laný
in our style, ini our spcs a common com~ment was that youth wish

whok eveut lo*ed and feit more like the time spent in Gimli. (It sh
ke nLfled that tlusis a callenge, as the Ginli event was "youth" onl,

as he eleate moedinto Winnipeg, it became an a4ult event witl

Report on The National Forum 2000
and 'National Forun] Youth during and after the Confeirence on NN'ar-ý4ffected Child]ren
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