Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / \/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de Ia distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



/'
1 © A quul
ST e m. “

" PREEAYTERIAN CHURCH -
L ARCHIVES

e T Yo €/ e (S5




R, Do :9':‘:‘.?5’,«, 67
. CANADIAN MISCELLANY : °

.
.

.

s - -
.. rm—:—" Ok, THE

Religious, iitergrgg & $tét§stitai--£mmIigem‘ér;' SR

No. IIL] JUNE, 1828. - [(Vou. I - .

Cy ¥ a— = - g
. . . . é ‘
REVIEW OY A SPERCH OF THY VENTRABLE JOIIN STRACHIAX,
A % . ) ;
D: b, ARCH_DEACON OF YORK, IN-THE BEGISLATIV.E COUNCIL, *

~ Tre: intense interest generally excited in these Provinces by the
recent discussion—first in the public papers, and subsequently in the
Legislature of Upper Canada—of Dr. Strachan’s statements with res-
pect to the Ecclesiastical state of that EFrovince, and of the Constitu- -
tion of the University which he projected, and for which he has ob-
tained a charter from his Majesty, entitie these questions t0 cur ear- -
liest and #most serious constderation, involving, as they do, most
deeply and permanently, the interests of Religion, Education -ang * -
Learning. ® P \‘ N
. Before we proceed to make our remarks en the Dr.’s Ecclesiastical Ny
views and statements, we beg to disavow any, the least sentiment of
hostility towards him, We believe him to be, in private lifg, a man of
estimable character, and had he never meddled with politiés; had l:icap-

plied himself exclusively.to the duties, for which we believe him 1o

be well qﬁaliﬁed, of a reacher of yonth and a Minister o the Gos-

pel, he must have beenregarded at this day, as the object of general

and ‘well merited commendation, and, we are persuaded, wouid have

closed his life with the delightful consciousness of possessing univer-

sal gratitude ‘and respect as a benefactor of the country. But here

our commendation musg end. When we contemplate the ‘spiri¢ and
principles of that ecclesiastical policy, of which, if not the original,

and sole projector, he has been the most forward and conspicuous advo-

cate and abettor—when, with all due allowance for the influgnce of
self-love and party spirit—we consider the means which lie h#s been
tempted to employ in order to accomplish his ends—when we advert

to the many palpable inconsistencies which appear both in his con-

duct and in his, statements—when we reflect upon th@ spirit of ecclesi-

astical § secular ambitien®in which these projects bave marifestly
originated, and the mischievous and unhappy tendency of the prifci-

ples anfl measures to which they have given -bigth, as well as the
beedlessness, precipitation and folly with which ttey have been urged

and prosecuted—it is impossiblg to suppress the various and contend-

.
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66 Review of a Speech of the Rev, Ar.c/ukaénn Strachan, of York,

ing sentiments of sorrow, indignaticn and scorn in the view of a ca-
reer as wildly foolish, as it is exorbitantly ambitious—and, if we
are now-compelled to institute a stern and impartial scrutiny into his
motives, principles and views, throughout the whole of his public life,
and especially the latter part of it, he must impute any severities that
we feel ourselves called upon to inflict, to the urgency of those mo-
mentous interests which he has brought into peril, and to the necessi-
ty of postponing all other considerations, where the gencral interests
of the community are so immediately involved.
We are much disposed to felicitate the country upon the publica.
tion of this speech, which emanating from such authority, leaves no
room to question the authenticity and accuracy of the statements .
which it gives, and the openings which it affords into the plans and '
proceedings of the Doctor and his party, and may be supposed to i
exhibit, not in the most unfavourable light, the spirit and tendency of *
that Ecclesiastical Policy which he has so warmly and vigorously !
supported. Until very lately indeed, we should have deemed it un-
warrantable, not to say uncharitable, to impute to the whole body of '
the English Clergy :n these Provinces, & participation or sympathy in H
. the spirit and views which the Archdeacon of York has so fearlessly ;
disclosed to the world, We should certainly have. con-idered our- |
selves guilty of illiberality and injustice, had we even allowed our
suspicions to attach to the whole, the blame with which we do con- E
t
i
!
i
E

|
|
t

ceive the measures of one of their leading members are plainly charge-
able. But when we turn to the Bishop’s circular, and compare the
sentiments expressed in it with those of a more recent publication,
which we believe to have come from the same quarter, though the
production, evidently of a different pen, entitled a # Review of the Pas-
toral Letter of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland in the Canadas,”
‘we sincerely regret to s2y that we do not discover the least appear-
ance of any disavowal, nay, of any the lédast disapprobation of the
course which has been pursued by the venerable Archdeicon, We
are therefore compelled (and it is with real and painful surprise) to
conclude that his adopted Church approve of all his statements and
proceedings, and of course, we must presume, arc prepared to defend i
and support them. And we are constrained further to express our
persuesion, that if the reviewer of the Dastoral Letter had not come
to the discussion of the subject with all the feelings of a high.Church-
man—if his mind had happily been unimbued with the influences
of party spirit, the perspicacity of his judgment, and the correctness
and delicacy of his moral feclings, must have compelled him to form
a very different opinion, and to pronounce a very different sentence. )
Notwithstanding all the gentleness and amenity which he studies to
prescrve in his tone and style throughout that production, we cannot
perccive the slightest symptom of any relaxation of the claims—of
any relinguishment of that exclusive system, the merits or demerits

- of which—we think unfairly—have hitherlo been placed entirely to
the credit or discredit of the Archdeacon of York. ’
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Under these circumstances, however reluctant we may be to prose-
cute a controversy of this nature, agitated between two bodies who
ought to be united in sentiments of fraternal kindness and confidence,
involving in some instances, or at least touching upon, political ques- '
tions, and fravght on ail hands with most perilous and combustible :
_elements——we contend that the painful necessity is gagain imposed
upon us, in justice to our cause, of bringing fully and thoroughly un-
der review, the proccedings and statements of the Archdeacon, so
far, at least, as we conceive them to be unfair and unwarrantable.

Having done this, we shall feel it oiir duty to drop the controversy,

nor do we anticipate being obliged to enter again on the same ground,

whatever new subjects may unhappily arise to revive these religious

hostilities—(pro pudor!) Though much has been written of late, and

very ably written, to expose the errors'and delinquencies of the Arch-

deacon of York, yet these writings are so scattered and desul-

tory, that a compendious review of the whole subject of con- . . {
t

,"

troversy seems to us absolutely necessary in order to give the
world a clear and satisfactory knowledge of its merits—and this be«
ing done, we feel no hesitation on our part, to submit to the deci-
sion of all enlightened and impartial men, how far the conduct of the
Archdeacon of York, in his twofeld character of Statesman and
Churchman, is the subject of praise or censure, and what opinion we ;

. are to lorm of the judgment or the principles of those who-have... .. ... {i__% .
thought proper to identify themselves with him and his measures. In “ iy
order that we may obtain a clear and consistent view of the Doctor's ;

statements, it will be requisite, first of all, to enquire into the circum-
stances and grounds of his_conversion to the Faith of the Church of
England, and into the spirit and principles which lie has giadually— .
: imbibed since he entered into that communion, and which seem to have i
inspired him with an ardent and growing, and certainly not inactive i
- or inefficient zeal for the aggrandisement of his adopted Church. S
' How far again that zeal may have been excited or animated by the i
degree in which his personal honours and interests, the improve. :
ment of his fortune and the advancement of his dignities have been
coincident with the aggrandisement of the Church of England, it
must be left to the penctration and the candour of our readers to N
determine. After this development, we shall be qualified to form a '
e correct judgement of the statements and representations which he
has recently made, and the momentous results to which they are de- g
signed to conduct. - : ;o
The inquiry into the motives and reasons which influenced the Doc- B
' tor to embrace the Communion of the Church of England, would P g
have been, if not impertinent, ‘yet altogether uninteresting, had not
hie and his friends loudly proclaimed that this conversion was brought
ahout by a preference purely the result of deliberate enquiry and se-
vious conviction. It has been represented, and we perceive that they
still persist in representing to the world, and more particulatly in im-
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“stirred by other hands.”

63 Review of a Speech of the Rev. Arﬂzdmcan Strachan, of York.

pressing on his Majesty’s Government at the precent crisis, that not
ooly the Archdeacon of York, but many more of less consideration,
have—not by the lure of two hundred pounds a year, not by motives
of Interest, but by the conviction of reason and the impulsion of
conscience~~been detached from the Communion of the Church of
Scotland, and drawn into that of England. This argument has been
employed with reiterated urgency, as affording very palpable and de-
cisive evidence of a tendency in favour of the latter, and accordingly
the Doctor has not failed to urge it strongly in his famous Letter and
Chart addressed to Lord Goderich. He must therefore excuse us if
yielding to the necessity which be himself has imposed upon us of
demonstrating the utter fallacy, as we believe, of his argument, we
institute o strict enquiry into the alledged grounds of his conversion,
and the validity and consistency of his own explanations on that very
delicate topic.  And if we find pood reason to mistrust these state-
roeots, and to reject, as palpably inconsistent and unsatisfactory, these
explanations, in the case of the venerable the Archdeacon of York,
we cannot be expected to entertain less scepticism on the score of
similar changes in men of inferior note, even were we altogether des-
titute, which we happen not to be, of pretty strong grounds of sus-
picion as to the motives of some other proselytes.” We dare not say

that “the Church of England might not suffer by the facts that might
e elicited on this point,” but we will imitate a good example of for-. .-

bearance, and “ Jeave this particular question to rest till it is again

In order to form an estimate of the grounds of the Doctor's con-

.version, we must advert to some facts and circumstances of his life.

Dr. 8., we have been credibly informed, received the rudiments of

his education in Aberdeen, and subsequently studied Divinity at St.
_Andrews, with a view to take orders in the established Church, or at

least, as will appear in the ‘sequel, with no scruples of conscience to
hinder bis acceptance of a living in the Kirk, should it be offered to
him. He was a parochinl schoolmaster in two several parishes in
Fifeshire, and in conscquence, must have professed himself at the’
time, attached to the National Church, Whatever impressions he
may have received in favour of Episcopacy, when he was a boy, as
he appears to bave attached himself by free and voluntary choice to
the Establishment, and as we may not question the sincerity of his
profession, or deem that he adopted or adhered to the National Faith
in opposition to his feelings and impressions, we are bound in charity
to believe, notwithstanding the ambiguity of his own statements on
the point, that he gave at this time, 3 conscientious preference to the
doctrines and forms of Presbytery ;—and as no change was wrought
—when the superadded lights of an academical education, of experi-
ence, reading and mature reflection, might have been expected to give
a final and decided determination to a mind so serious and earnest

_on the subject of religion as his scems to have been from his very
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boyhood, and—when, by necessary consequence, those impressions
in favour of Episcopacy which he professes to have reccived before
the death of his father, must have eijther taken full effect, or been
wholly cradicated, (for there is no other supposable result, that will
be found reconcilable with perfect sincerity and integrity of mind) we
are warranted to conclude that his attachment to the Church of Scot-
land, if it did not grow with his growth and strengthen with his
strength, was not at least shaken or subverted by either his early im-
pressions or his more mature reflexion and inquiry. We are quite
clear, thercfore, that there must have been either somesslip of the pen
or some little confusedness in the Doctor's memory and consciousness
when he alleges, as we understand him to do in his speech, the contin.
ued and uninterrupted existence of these impressions down to the
period of his conversion in 1802. We could wish that the Doc-
tor had been alittle more explicit and intelligible on this point; for
we fear bis own explanation, if admitted according to the ordinaryin. -
terpretation of language, would involve a deeper culpability, and im-
ply a far greater moral obliquity than his worst adversaries have ven-
tured to charge upon him, We must therefore presume that those
impressions were entirely obliterated when he-contemplated, first in :
Scotland, and afterwards in Canada, to take orders in our Church; N
- for we will not be so cruel as to admit the idea that hehad not duly ___ __ __ %,
- considered the import of * those very solemn -and comprehensive ' s
obligations and. vows, which his ordination- would have impos-
ed on him, vows utterly incompatible with any hesitancy or irre-
solution of mind, muth more with any impression ot tendency
whatever, in favor of any other Church.. -Dr. 8. therefore, in spite
of carly. impressioni—after a course of academical and theological
study—after mature, and no doubt scrious and scrupulous exami-
nation—must be considered as having been confirmed in his at- .
tachment to the Church of Scotland, when he arrived in Can- !
ada in the year 1799. That he maintained his attachment to '
Presbytery, and that his opinions, theological and ecclesiastical, re-
mained unshaken and unimpaired, down to the month of August,_
1802, we have, as he is aware, incontrovertible evidence. At this -
fime his fiiends made interest_with some Gentlemen in_ Montreal, to
get hini“appointed” Minister of _the. Scotch.. Church, in_St. Gabriel”
Strcet, then vacant by the removal of Mr. Young, and he had not
.ohly no hesitation in offering himself 45 2 cafididate, but_declared his . | A
-, veadiness to go to Scotland in_order to be ordained. In this applica.” ’,
tion however, he failed, and we believe, many months had not interven. Sd
ed before he was .ordained to the Pastoral charge of the Finglish Con- RS
_ gregation at Cornwall, We cannot help thinking, that this change, o
all circumstances considered, was unaccountably sudden. When we L
consider the force in niost minds, of opinions and principles, imbibed N
in youth and held fast when Reason has attained her waturity, and e
ample time has been allowed for a deliberate examiration; when we ’
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70 Review of a Speech of the ‘Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, of York.,
consider the power of Education and the painful “feluctance which ™
every good mind must fecl, in_renouncing, even under the impulsion
of reason and conscience, the Faith of our Country and our Fathers,
and those'modes of thinking and feeling, which become settled not -
only in the conviction of the understanding, but in minds of any sen.
sibility, entwined as it were with the affections of the heart ; when we
consider all this, we may be permitted to wonder that this remarkable
change should have been achieved with so great facility, and in so
short a space of time, and thiat it should have been reserved for the
Rev, Dr. Stuart, to enlighten his mind on those questions, Religious
or Ecclesiastical, which the learned prelections from the Theological
chair of St. Andrews had failed to set in a just light, Without at-
tempting to explain this singular moral’ phenomenon we shall con-
tent ourselves with congratulating the Doctor on the seasonable feli-
city of the new light which broke in upon his mind, just in time to
conduct him into a comfortable living, and to lead him to plant his
foot on the first step of that ladder of promotion, which he has since
climbed with such persevering success. While we perfectly agree
with the Doctor in thinking the term apostacy, inapplicable to 2 con-
scientious change from one Church to another, we have our doubts

: . whether it is not, in some degree, a proper and merited epithet in the,

C casc of the man who adopts or adheres to one Faith, under the influ-

ence of impressions in favor of another, - . .,

- - OF one thing we are certain, that no conscientious man will ever

undertake the office of a Minister in any Church, when his opinions,

impressions and cenvictions are not fully engaged in favour of her
doctrine and government. We must also confess that we have little
confidence in sudden or violent changes, more especially when they
take place in those propitious moments when honour and emolument
are offered as their recompense. ) _ . .
This, however, is only to be csteemed as the first stage in the

: great work of the Doctor's conversion. There were still some

lingerings of his ancient Presbyterian spirit. For many years

: after this, he displayed much liberality and a grateful veneration
for his parent Church. He lived on terms of intimacy, confidence
and friendship with the -late excellent and amiable Minister of . |

* Glengary, and was, we understand, in the habit of interchanging
duties with him, and thought it no sin, shame or scandal, in these
days, to enter within the walls of his Mother Kirk: in fine, he was
a moderate: Episcopalian or Low-Churchman, he was only a no-
vice in the faith which he had embraced. But with the change of his
fortunes, a change has come over the spirit of our proselyte. Since

" he saw himself approaching to his present clevation, and eame with-

- in the prospect of the mitre, his views have undergone a further en-

" largement—a new illumination has been shed upon his understanding. :
He is now in the habit of styling* lis old friends and brethren of the .
Kirk of Scotland, Dissenters and Sectarians ; and so tender ishiscon- .~
science grown on this point, and such a degree of High Church scru-
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pulosity has it contracted, that he, who for some time after his arrival
in Canada, could not prevail on his conscience, which appears to have
been always, though in very opposite principles and modes of think-
ing, exceedingly scrupulous and exquisitely tender, to listen to that
ill-mumbled mass, as King James used to call it, the Liturgy of the
Church of England, and who made a point, we have been informed,
not to enter the Church until the Rev. Dr. Stuart, having finished
the reading of the prayers, had got up into the pulpit to preach the
sermon, is now interdicted by his conscience, from going within the
walls of the Kirk, is now become as vehement an abhorrer of
prayers, that are poured living, from the heart and the lip, as he was
of. the vain repetitions and the cold formality of read prayers.
We can vouch for the truth of the following anecdote, which has
been repeated to us more than once, on the best authority. Dr.
Strachan on a late visit to Scotland, was invited on the Sunday to ac.
company the family of his host to the parish church. A young Cler-
gyman of the Church of England, who happened to reside with
the family as a Tutor, on this occasion, joined with them in pressing
the Doctor to go to the Kirk, assuring him that he would hear an cx-
cellent discourse from the Minister. To this the Dr. is said to have
replied with all the emphasis of a thorough paced High Churchman-—

“I'never go to hear Sectarians or Dissenters” In the wordsof ..........

Sterne, we will say “this anecdote of my Unclé Toby may serve in-
stend of whole volumes on the subject.” - S

In fine, while in Scotland, where -be it remembered, the E-
piscopal Church affords as little encouragement in @ secular -point
of view, as the. Presbyterian Church in Canada, Dr. Strachan,
with' his mind impressed in favour of Episcopacy, professcs the
Presbyterian Religion, officiates as a parochial school-master, and
studies Theology under ‘a Presbyterian Professor. When he comes
to Canada, he still does "not yield to his predilection. for Episco-
pacy, until it could present some further attractions than its na-
tive intrinsic charms, During the first three or four years of his
residence, we must presume that he adhered with unsheken con:
stancy to ell the soundness of the Presbyterian Faith; for, when in
1802, a living in our Church was, we do not say offered to him, but
even when & reasonable probability of obtaining it was presented, we
find him ready to take upon him vows the most solemn, and utterly
incompatible with any tinge of prelatic heresy. Disappointed in this
quarter; we next find him with his face turned towards the Church of
Englard, and ifwe may not say of him as Hamlet ! rievingly said of
his mother's marriage—within two months—twolitle months—yet
certainly within the brief space of not more than twelve months af-
ter this, we find the whole fabric of his opinions and principles vpset,
and the man who had been able to resist- Episcopacy with all her
charms, so long as she courted him without a dowery, was caught at

the very first glimpse of her fair form, as she approached him smiling- |
ly with a good living, and prospects of future advancement, to enforce
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the cloquence and rensoning of Dr, Stuart.—As new, and more enlurg-
ed prospects of honour and emolument open before him, we, find him
growing in abhorrence of all Sectarianism, and built up and establish-
ed in the good principles of High Church, until the spirit, at first
weak and diluted with an undue mixture of liberalism, is now become
concentrated toits utmost degree of purity and force. To be serious, all
this exposure and mortification would have been spared to Dr. Strach.
an, if he had not somewhat indiscreetly made such strong and gratuit-
ous professions, of the conscientious motives which produced his con-
version, and that of others, who have forsaken us; because as many
are uncharitably disposed to think like Demas-—they Joved this pre-
sent world ;—and had he candidly admitted, which he might have done;
as we humbly think, with far Jess reproach to his moral feelings, that
pradential considerations and motives of expedjency, rather than any
impulsion of conscience, had moved him to withdraw himself from the
faith in which he had been educated, and the venerable Establish-
ment to which he in common with every Scotsman owes so much.
Having now stated the circumstances of the Doctor's conversion,
from which an estimate may be formed of the motives which led to
that change, we proceed next to observe, that it has not been
without a suitable recompence of temporal honours and emoluments.
From being Missionary at Cornwall, he was. soon translated to the
Metropolis of Upper Canada, and became Rector. of York,  His civil - .
dignities have at least kept pnce with his ecclesiastical preferments,
until he bears, like his cclebrated prototype, Cardinal Wolsey, his
blushing honours, thick upon him;. and in one and the same person,
unites the dignities of Archdeacon, Legislative and Executive Couns
cillor, to which have been superadded recently, the newly créated of-
fices of Superintendant of all the District Schools, and President of
the College of which he has been the projector.. One day this won-
derful modern Proteus may be seen in the Council Chamber among _
the Elders and Senators of the Land ; another, in the midst of Bank Di-
rectors and Money Changers; on another day you will seehim among
the Priests in the Temple, and officiating at the Altar. . Verily, here is
1 glorious confusion of Offices, Sacred and Secular, Civil and Acade-
mical, which have been rarely, we imaginc, conjoined in oné, and the
same person; and yet the weight of all these dignities and duties is so -
far {rom bearing down our Xiodern Atlas, that it is shrewdly conjep-
tured the addition of a Mitre would not be felt as any incumbrance.
In one word, be pants after the Ecclesiastical Supremacy of Upper -
Canada, and it is supposed that he would pronounce the words Nolo
Episcopari with the seme blushing sincerity, and maiden bashfulness,
with which 2 young lady says nay, to the first overtures of 'a secretly
favored lover. . : : T,
" Animated with these viewé of no vulgar ambition, he has formed a
mighty plan 1o Epircopalise the whele of Upper Canada, By inducing
the Government to withold support from all other denominations, by.
. - A L. O S :
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smothering all competitionand rivalshipin opposition to his own Church,
—by securing to her a monopoly of the Clergy Reserves, of Education,
of all patronage, influence and favour—by taking under his own imme-
dinte controul and superintendence a]l the higher Seminaries of Edu-
cation in the Province—and finally, by establishing in the Meropolis
a University over which be himelf is to preside, with a view te instil
into the minds of the youth the principles of his adopted Church ; and
by directing all this machinery steadily and pointedly to his &vour-
ite object of proselytizing, for which it has been avowedly established,
and tu which he confesses it must be almost exclusively applied for
haif a century to come—he seems confident of achieving the mighty
project of reducing the whole population, urder the dominiew of the

Episcapal Church, so that there may be one Sheepfold and oz Shep-

herd. Such are the extensive plans which the Doctor has formed, and
such the goodly visions, in which he indulges hisimagination ; Jooking
forward, as to a millenium, to the auspicious day, when some hundreds
of Episcopal Clergymen shall rise up to bless this favoured land,
when he shall behold with paternal pride his numerous, progesy, and
likg-anotber Cybele— * ’ - s o

e o Felix prole virlm : qualis Borecynthia matée - " -
L . Invehitur cureu Phrygias turrita per urbes |, - s

- e . . Leeta Dedm partu, centum complesa nepotes, SR
' Omnes calicolasy omiies supery alta tenentes.
o T ast

With these views, it will be readily conceived, that the Doctor must

.regard with jealousy alltival pretensions, . The claims of.the Church

of Scotland are those, which stand most immediately in the way of the
accomplishment of his schemes. Her credit and influence o5 an Es-
tablished Church—the character and reputation of her Clergy, and the
devoted attachment of her- members—the facility with which, if the
least gid and patronage were afforded ber by the Government, she
might plant Churches and multiply her Ministers in the Canadas—and
the well known fact that the tendency of the people in these provin-
ces is much greater in favour of Presbytery than Episcopacy—are cir-
cumstances which- have not eluded the Doctor’s sagacity and vigi-
lance. Butif he has duly appreciated the danger that threatened him
from this quarter, he is not less aware of his advantages, ard how to
avail himself of them. Professing a fiiendly regard to the inter.
ests of our Church, and pretending to advocate, in some minor points,
her cause, he seems to have thought, that he might thereby win the
confidence of her clergy, and, though he assuredly fai’>d in this, we
doubt not that he was able, under this guise, to gain m(. e credit and in-
fluence with the Government, who naturally enough might imagine that
being a Scotsman, and having been lately a Presbyterian,. he conld
have " nothing byt fricndly views in regard to us. Certain it is, that
he was as. active. and zealous in the .cauge, as if it had involv-
ed personal and. present interests, rather than those of the public
and posterity. He spared no pains or treveil—he left no means,
i
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no expedient untried—he put in requisition every kind of influence
both in England and Scotland—was indefatigable in waiting upon, and
endeavouring to conciliate to his own views, all men of any weight ei-
ther in Church or State—and his representations, having been made to
the Colonial Office in a private manner, could not be sifted, until the
author of them was traced out by the friends of our Church, and his
statements submitted by them to the test of public opinion, in the on-
ly country, where the people were competent to decide on their truth
and accuracy.

In commenting on these statetments, which are the next object of
our attention in this Review, it is important to remark that those—
contained in the Letter and the Chart, and a Pamphlet published at the
same time in London, of which last we have only seen extracts—were
made, at 2 most momentous crisis, when the Doctor was placed in a
situation the most delicate, in which not only a sense of integrity and
honor, but common prudence and modesty should have taught him
to make his statements with caution, and with that reasonable degree-
of diffidence which would, have become one, who, in some material
points, at least, gave his evidence, from vague impressions and recollec-
tions. He ought to have distinguished carefully what was certain, and
the result of personal knowledge and observation, from what wasun.
certain and indistinctly remembered. Assuredly it was, to say the Jeast
of it, most rash and unwarrantable to venture upon giving a chart of
those religious denominations, of which he was not only imperfectly
informed, but, as will appear in the sequel, grossly ignorant ; and this
temerity and indiscretion are not a little aggravated, when we consid-
er, that the communication was made with the prospect, and we
doubt not, the hope, that the question on which all this ¢vidence was
intended to bear, would be decided, long before “the absent parties
could have any opportunity of knowing and refuting his representa-
tions. The Doctor could not be ignorant of the great interests, in-
volved in that cause, of which the decision depended in a great measure
on his opinion and evicence, and he must have known the confidence
that would be reposed in statements, resting on the authority
of o dignified Clergyman and confidential agent of the Church of
England, who had the most ample means of information, and whose
evidence came cnforced by his own express and unqualified averment
of personal knowledge. ) )

But the Doctor, as he himself tells us, with great simplicity, was
not afraid or ashamed,of his cause, and though some of our Scot-

- ,ish Members of Parliament discovered 2 most unholy scepticism and

want of faithin these statements——natwithstanding that they were urg-
ed with unbounded confidence, and rivetted by the decisive averment
of 1 have seen, and sure I ought to know"—in the face of all this un-
believing opposition—the Archdeacon boldly maintained his ground,

and, as we think, magnanimously supported the credit of a certain

class of his countrymen, whose antiphrastic modesty is proverbial over
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o)l the world. As there appears to have been a good deal of uselers ’\
and irrelevant discussion, with respect to the Letter and Chart, in which -
minor errors,and what might fairly enough pass forinadvertencies, have [
been largely commented upon, while its general spirit and character, “j
in which lies the head and front of its offending, have, as we believe, Bl

never been fully exposed, we shall, in this Review, omitting all consid-
eration of errors, and mistatements in reference to particular facts,
(though these last are far from being sv immaterial as he and his
friends would have us believe,) give our attention chiefly to the capi. !
tal offences of the production. We would observe, then,in the - -
outset, that the; true mode of estimating its demerits is, 'to in.

gquire how fur it is caleulated to convey a correct idea or representa-

tion, according to the professed intention of its author, of the rela- Y
tive state of the different Protestant Communions in Upper Canada; G
and-—which is particularly worthy to be noted, in order to comprehend

fully the art and sagacity with which it has heen framed to serve the
purposes of its author—we beg any one io read it, and usk himself,
what impressions it must inevitably make on all, who are not person.

ally acquainted with the state of these provinces, and, therefore on the
minds of his Majesty’s Ministers, and of Members of Parliament, The

troe criterion of cvery representation is—docs it tell the truth, the *°
whole truth, and nothing but the truth ? Apply this test to Dr, Strach-

an's Ecclesinstical Chart of Upper Canada—for the correctness of . . oo
which he vouches in his lettcr, and bases his statements on the sol-
id foundation of personal knowledge-~and you will then be able to see
how exceedingly partial and how utterly fallacious it is.

In the selection of his criterig, we find that lie has adopted only
those which would serve to give to his own Church the appearance
of a superiority over othets, and has most carefully avoided all men-
tion or notice of such as would have dispelled at once the illusion and
nnveiled the actual state of things, Now we would ask, how.
ceg truth be more fatally wounded, or low can -the worse cide be
wnade more cffectually to appear the better, than, by the artifice of
stating ‘only—what tends to theadvantage of the former—and nothing,
but what shall tend to the prejudice of the latter, Ifa man, in plead.
ing hisown cause, shall tell no truth that makes against himself—.
shall not tell the whole truth, but such part as shall seem favourable
to his cause~~and shall tell nothing in reference to his adversary but
what must appear prejudicial —we ask i, truth not Been violated by

such treatment 7" : ;

In selecting the number of Churches and Clcrg{;en;‘as the crite-
rion of the relative state of the different religious denominationseif
it was the Doctor's_intention to represent the truth fairly and undis.
guisedly—mwe think he,has been singularly misdirected—~but if it was
his object to make a representation in, favor of the Church of Eng-
land, he has shown great judgment and policy. He hasstated enough
to leave an impression on the minds of those to whom his Chart was

|
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adifessed, that such & rapid inttease, in the number of Churches and
Clergymen, must be the result of the propension or tendency of the
minds of the people of Upper Canada, in favour of his Church. To
have stated what was absolutely necessary to enable one, undcquaint-
. - ed with the circumstances, to draw the fair and legitimate inference,
e would have been to defeat the ohject ofthe Chart. For this reason we
K . - - do not find the most remote hint, that this Fair Fabric had been crea-
T ted by an influence altogether foreign and extrinsic, without any aid or
cooperation from the Provinceitself. Was it unknownto Dr. Strachan,
that whenever and wherever the people will consent, {and we happen to
know, that the offer is often made, in the most tempting manner, and ur-
ged with great address and perseverance,).—to accept churchesand pas-
1ors of that communion, both are readily and liberally provided “with-
out money and withoiit price.” It were strange indeed, if mch—alto-
gether destitute of any form of religious worship, nay, and for the most
part, of any immediate prospect of obtaining such Pastors as ‘they
have a predilection for—did not close with so fair an offer, were it (n-
ly for the sake of the temporal advantages which it brings to a settle: .
ment.  We know however, sonie instances in which this alluring offer
. has been resisted, not from any bigotry, but from a well groundetl
' apprehension that it might throw some obstruction in the way of
theif obtaining at a future day a Presbyterian Church; and we know
wit.— .. .. further, that in most instances Episcopal Churches have been “estab-
j -+ lished, not in conformity to the general wish and feeling-—~but to that
v only ofa few individuals., Nay, if we are not misinformed; some of
) the best” Churches now 'appropriated. for Episcopal worship, were
built by Presbyteridns, by voluntary contributions, in the hope—lung
and fondly cherishedthat they might obtain a Pastor according to
: . their'own heart—but delay and disappointment have at ,Jast induced
RS them to surrender them to the Sister Church, It was equally politic .
C not Yo lift up the veil from the otherside, and disclose the fact that the
; Presbyterians and other religious denominations have ‘'no Churches
but what they build—and no Ministers but what they provide for sole-
) ly'by voluntary contribution. Nay, in many, instances, as in the
b . case of the Church of Scotland, the Minister must be brought from u
distant land—with much delay—at great expence—and what is more
than all—cannot be ordained, unless.a callis transmitted—and before
this can be accomplished, a congregation. must be organised and the
consent of. the mijority obtained, not to mention—what is equally in-
dispensible—a bond securing an adequate and permanent provision for
i his support. Now this difficulty of obtaining Clergymen—under which
we have Jaboured in times past—and which will continue to be -a most
formidable bar to the progress of our Church, so long as we remain des-
titute of Government support, is one which the Church of England can
"well appreciate; for if we except the Chaplains of the Army and the
“Navy, we shall find that the Clergymen of that Church in’ Canada,
» “who have reccivedtheir Education and Ordination in the parent
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_ for the solution of the enigmata,.with which the Doctor's ingenuity has
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" country, 86 not-exceed” thosé of our Church; and this equality or, . {

- which the Dr. disposes of the Presbyterians in the Chart is a specimen

" in his Chart upon the wise maxim, “Divide and Conquer.” - In ad- -
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at Jeast this, near approximation in point of number—to those who im-:
partially  weigh the vast preponderance which is given to the Sister
Church, by the provision made for her Clergy by Government and -
the Society for propagating Christian Knowledge—will aflord a key

puzzled the wits of our Colonial Ministers, and for determining how
very different the actual tendency is, from what is alleged in his Letter
and Chart. . '

An attentive consideration of the facts which we have now stated,
may, peradventure, serve to throw some light an the motives which ac-
tuated the Doctor and the Clergy of his Church in Upper Canada, in
a certain memorable representation to counsel His Majesty's Govern-
ment to withhold support from all other denominations...andasanother
of the many proofs of the distinguished respect and affection which he
bears to us ward—Dhe concurred on this occasion with his .Reverend o
Brethren in advising his Majesty's Government, that the Constitution I
of the Kirk of Scotland renders her unfit for propagation or extension
abroad——that our vipe is ane which cannot be transplanted,and will not
flourish in other soil than that of Scotland—and of consequence “it’
were great pity, (so it werc”) to direct any portion of the nourishmeat
of Episcopacy into ‘such a channel, in the vain attempt to sustain the
decaying strength and expiring life of the unthriving plant of -Presby-~-—~-——-
tery, But it may be said that Dr. Strachan believed in the simplicity
of his heart, that there actually was such a tendency as he has alleged
in favour of the Church of England, and deemed that his. eriteria .
were fair and trustworthy. This we also might be disposed in char-
ity to presume, had he nottold us, in very emphatic terms, that he
knew right well the contrary—for he has elsewhere expressly stated |
that if the ‘Government patronage and support were witheld, “his
Church would be annihilated”! Yes! annihilated! 'tis the very .
word—and the identical hand, that penned the Letter & the.Chart, wrote
the memorable sentence which we have just quoted! The manner in- .

~—aultogether unique—of ingenuity, accuracy and candour.—It forms
the second section of* the Chart, which is entitled « Ministers of the
Independent or Presbyterian Order.,” Did be not understand the dis--
tinction between these two orders, or, did he wish to leaveit doubtful
whether the, Preshyterians in Canada held to the true  principies of
their own Church? We shrewdly suspect that this is the phalap{-which
he dreaded as the most formidable of all his opponents, and he acted -

dition-to this ambiguity, by which, with all the art and skill of an able
General, he contrived t0. diminish the number of his encmies, by. di-
viding and oppusing them, one to another; he by another, and
bolder stroke, contrives to reduce their number to one half, putting
down siz instead of  fwrlve, Indeed, the Doctor’s meiosis can on-
ly be matched by the bppesite figure of speech, which Shakespear has

© e wmtem Wl G . -
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’ - 50 well illustrated in the character of Sir John Falstaff, nf facctious
memory: and this is not the anly part of the Chart which has suggest-

ed to our minds the *menin buckram” of that witty Knight. But

there is no part of it, which seems to us, so monstrously out of all the

bounds of ordinary calculation, asthe third section, entitled “Ministers

in communion with the Kirk of Scotland:” it beats, in our estimation,

all the aberrations which the blindness and prejudice of party spirit

have ever been instrumentalin producing  He has put an extinguish-
er altogether on the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada. He here

states that there were only four congregations in our communion in

that Province; and his language is so ambiguous or artful that we

) are led to infer that of these four fwo are supernumerary and mere-
I ly nominal; for he insinuates. that of these four congregations three are

4 merely fragments, intd which one had been recently split. The wand’
. of a magician could not have created and annihilated Churches

with more resistless power than the Doctor's pen, In asserting, from

personal knowledge, that there were 58 congregations, numerous and

respectuble, belonging to his own communion, in Upper Canada,

was the Doctor unconscious that there are whole Districts, which

- he had never visited in his life—where he would have found

t Congregations of the Church of Scotland, which, measured by his own
i Rule and Standard, woulll have formed numerous and respectable
Churches to an aggregate amount, - equalling, if not exceeding, all
that Dr. Lee claimed for the whole Province. Oris he, with such
minute and universal ncqunimax‘ace with the Ecclesiastical state
of the Province, in ignorance, asto what might possibly be the re-
sult, were Ministers of our Church plantedin any of those pla-
ces ?. can he possibly be ignorant that they would gather together
numerous and respectable Congregations, of which the Members
would neither drop to them from the clouds, nor spring up out of the
. ground, Jike the Athenian autockthones—but would be found to pro-
iR : ceed and come forth, from under the covering wing of the Doctor and
R his Church; and we certainly do wonder exceedingly, that the Dr.
o can contrive to unite such profound ignorance with such compre-
S hensive knowledge as—with an eye, quick as a hawk’s, and far darting
! ' as an eagle's—to have explored every Episcopal Church and congre-
" gation—even those yet in embryo, and some that were in the state of
: : nonentity—nay, to have counted the number, and weighed the respec-
i tability of the Members, and yet, not, to have been able to discern a
. proportion of Scotch Presbyterians, sufficient to form half a dozen of
e . congregations. There is, it may be presumed, a salutiferous power,
(v in the very atmosphere of the Canadas, which purges away all Secta-
;! rianiem, and converts those hosts of Presbyterians, which annually
come from Scotland and Ireland, os soon as they plant their foot on

a soil so propitious to the growth and expansion of Episcopacy.

As a specimen of the Doctor's Chart, and 25 a demonstrative evi-
dence that we have not exaggerated, or set down aught in malice, we
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beg leave to call the particular attention of the reader, to the repre-
sentation which he has given in reference to the Eastern District;
" and if, peradventure, this Review should meet the eye of the Reviewer
of the Pastoral Letter, who has bitterly complained of mistatements
—and articles in London Newspapers, replete with violence and false-
hood—founded on information, fornished and signed by Ministess of our
Church, in respect to said District—we persuade ourselves, that he
will regret having tcuched, in an evil hour, on a point, which we are sure
he would not have stirred, had he known the facts, which we are a-
bout to elicit—and would have saved himself the expense of “so much
good indignation” had he known with what tenfold force his vehement
censure recoils upon the Church of England—if she must be identified
with the acts and the statcments of some of her Clergy.” The Dr. repre-
sents the congregation of the late Mr, Bethune, as being splitinto three
perts, palpably with a view to impress a belief on the mind of the rea.
der, thyt—of the four Ministers, of our Church in U, Canada—besides
the one who had applied for orders to the English Bishop—two might
be regarded as supernumeraries. Now it will be found, that the average

number of these three congregations amounts severally to upwards of ) ¢

1,400 souls, forming the most numerous congregations, which the Pro-
testant Churches in these Provinces can boast.  The total number of
communicants, notwithstanding the great deficiency of Churches and
Pastors, is upwards of 1,000. . The Catholic population of the same Dis.
trict falls Iittle short of the.Presbyterian, according to the most
authentic statements, which we have been able to procure. The
population of the whole District is estimated at 22,000, and the Dutch
Church and the Methodists are both more numerous than the Epis.
copal. Ifwe add then to the Catholic and the Presbyterian populd-
tion the various other denominations, it will be manifest that there
cannot be, in the whole District 2,000 souls of the Episcopal commun-
ion, and how thirteen additional Pastors of that communion can be re-
quired for this District, as the Doctor has been bold enough to affirm,
we are utterly unable to conceive. From this part of the Chart, we are
enabled to determine with some degree of precision, the principles of
the Doctor's Ecclesiastical Arithmetic. If we are to allow the Doctor,
to make only two congregations of the whole District in communiory
with the Church of Scotland, we must remember that they will er'3
brace a population exceeding 7,000 souls, while we are confident it
would not be easy to find 50 souls to each of the fifteen Pastors
- which the Doétor has stated to be required for the spiritual superin.
tendence of - the District. But he, who could find a field to employ

, the labours of 15 Episcopal Clergymen in the Eastern District, could ~ *7

* not conceive how Dr, Lee could have made out thirty congregations
of our Church, in the whole Province. We tan tell Dr. Strachap, on
authority which he will not, we are sure dispute, that Dr. Lee's state--

1 roent was—infinitely modest-~infinitely below the truth. For in the
Eastern District alone, following the Doctor’s own ' ratio, (* Non

0y
'




20 Iém'm of @ Speech of the Rev. Archdeacon Strackan of York.

meus hic sermo esty sed quae praccepit Ofellus’) the Church of Scotland
would require, at the most moderate computation, 50 Clergymen, for
one only out of the 11 Districts of the Province, and if we do
not believe (whichby the bye, the Doctor's eagerness to multiply
his Churches and Clergymen, might be apt to induce us to do)
that Episcopal souls require a great deal more care and feeding than
Presbyterian, we shall have a claim, on the Doctor's own shew-
ing, for more Clergymen than it would have entered into the imagi-
aation of vur hearts to conceive! Shall we hear any more of our'mis-
tatements with respect to the Eastern District ? He trow not /! But
however palpable and exorbitant this misrepresentation may be, we
confess we are inclined to point to a particular sentence in this part
of the Letter, which more than any other, seems to us, to bear against
the Dactor’s candour and fairness. It is theallegation that ¢ the late
Mr, . Bethune had brought up his sons in the Church of England, of
which they are now Parish Priests.” What impression would this make
on the mind of the Minister to whom it is addressed ? If Dr. Strachan
did not intend to produce a fulse impression, how could he be ignor-
ant_of the effect which this statement must have? Was he not con-
scious that it was never the intention of the Father to educate his Son
for the Church of England? Was it not from the Dr. himself, that -the
young man received bis impressions in favor of that Church? After

" the death of the Father, the younger brother, being educated by the e}-

der, was of course brought up in the same faith; and had they been
placed under a Cathelic Clergyman, and the same confidence reposed
in him, who does not perceive that they would have been brought up
in the latter faith? L S
Doctor Strachan cannot plead ignorance of the character of the
late Mr, Bethune—of his conscientious and steadfast attachment, to
his own Church—maintained even to his last moments, and strikingly
evinced in the address which he wrote with his dying hand to his
people, and which must have been well known to the Doctor. Alas!
How prejudice and party gpirit will make cven wise, and good men,
forget themselves and transgress the plainest dictates of candour ag
well as discretion. From the preceding remarks, it will be obviaus,
that the Chart, withoit any reference to errors and mistatements in
regard to particular facts, is in the criteria which it has assumed, cal.
culated to give a most erroneous impression, while its author most
cautiously avoids touching on any of those topics and criteria which
would have shewn the real state of the case, and would have been ad-
mitted by all to be of weight in deciding the question. Asit now
stands, the Chart is so far from being a faithful representation of the
Ecclesiastical state of the Province, that it is scarcely too much toaf-
firm, that the truth is nearly the reverse of what one would be led by
legitimate conclusion, to deduce from its statements, In one word,
this is the fact, that the Episcopal congregations are in a grest
measure made up of pergons, who have been denied- the means

. ~ _
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of obtaining Pastors of their own communion—.who have .becomc at-
tached to her from necessity, and not from choice~from interest and
ambition, or at least, from motives of expedl.ency and prudence_—nnd,
not from any impulsion of conscience. This at least, is true in the )
great majority of alleged conversions. ~ And we affirm, without fear of i
contradiction, that the Church of England in these Provinces, has beep :
created by the liberality of the Government, and of the Society for

propagating Christian Knowledge, whose funds have been expended

chiefly, as it seems for the purpose of converting Presbyterians, and

those of other denominations, to her communion,  She has been crege .
ted by a system which has done violence to the feclings of the vast ma-
jority of the population ; and for the accuracy of this, we again appeal
to the ssmeunquestionable authority which has declared, that were this
support withdrawn, she would be annihilated. We have been led to -ex-
patiate on the errors of the Chart, at greater length than we should
have deemed necessary, considering what scems to us thé palpable,
and preminent character of its mistatements, had we not found that—
besides those, who have come forward stoutly to defend it, as a mose '
inoffensive and unexceptionable representation, and who pleinly show

memen ot = e mrn e

away with their judgment and common sense, there are some who,
from ignorance or inattention, seem not to be fully_a\varc of the ex-
tent and magnitude of its offendings, and who, especially since the
pearance of the Archdeacon’s Speech, have been inclied to ragard
him as a man more sinned against than sinning, We now proceed
to consider some passages of the S[geech', which seem to us to be
worthy of annotation, Notwithstanding his many reiterated prafes-
sions, we cannot give the Doctor the least credit for any service either
done, or intended to our Church. * Quicquid id ‘est timeo Dg. .
nacs ¢l dona ferentes.” We Trojans never fear the Greeks so N
much as when they proffer kindness—and we  will frankly avow our
conviction, that the man—whose conscience will not allow fim -
to attend divine service in our Chureh, in that venerable esap-
lishment inwhich he was brought up, and te which he continued zt.
tached the greater part of his life, and to which he ought to feel himself
bound by the ties of no common gratitude; the man—who could salk
out into the fields, rather than cnter the walls of his Mother Chureh
never will, and never can be the object of our confidence; nor &,
we believe him sincere in both views; for on the supposiion thet kg
High Church scrupulosity is not feigned, we do not think it possble b
that his professions of friendship to our Church, can in any degree be o
sincere ; all we can say, is that upon the Jeast unfavourable wiew of
his conduct we can only acquit him of insincerity or hypoarisy,
and commiserate the weakness of his understanding and the straagth
of his prejudices, while we give him credit for honesty and simplirity
of heart. If the Doctor, as would seem from some parts of his Sprech,
flatters himself with the opinion that he possesses in any the smallest
' degree, the confidence of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland, of
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any, at léa:t, who.hn\:e had an oppgrtunity of being acquainted with
his politico-Eccleswsucal acts and views, we believe we can undeceive
himon that point, and assure him, on the highest authority, that no

opinion can be so ill grounded. They are so infatvated and ungrate- -

ful as to regard him, we have every reason to believe, neither in
the light of g generous friend and bevefactor, or in that of a manly
and honorable -adversary. Itis pity, no doubt, that such grievous
misapprehension should exist, and we have only one consolation, that
we feel assured, that our Church will be forward te do honor to Dr.
Strachan, for his services to her cause, the moment that she is ap-
prised of their extent, but it will require, we apprehend, some clear-
er evidence and demonstration than we find either in the Chart, or in
the speech apologetic. ' .

After modestly touching on his services to the Church of Scotland,
and ber Clergy, in these Provinces, and not obscurely intimating on
their part, & lamentable defect of gratitude, the venerable Archdea-
com has a few words in reference to the disclosuré lately made,ras he
alleges, through the treachery of a private friend, of certain overtures
made by the Dr. about 25 years ago, under the seal of secrecy, in
order to obtain a living in our’ Church. There is something abso-
lutely ludicrousin this complaint. He presumes, that the individual

who has made the disclosure, on the authority of the Doctor's 6wn ™ )

letters, had kept these letters beside him for the space of 25 years,
for the purpose of bringing them out, in the midst of this controversy,
in order to injure him and to gratify his enemies.” Now we will illus-

trate the criminality of this act, by presenting the case to the Dr. in _

another aspect. We will suppose, for example, that a young Gentle-
man, studying for the Church of England, should write to the Doctor,
intimating his intention to take orders, if encouragement were given
him, and enjoining fecrecy as to his application. Suppose further
that some years after, the same person isinduced to enter our Church
and obtains the charge of a congregation—it is alleged that he was in-
duced by motives of a conscientious nature, by scruples and objec-
tions to the doctrine or discipline of the Church of England, to desert
-her communion andto enter ours, and suppose that he and bis party,
‘and the Clergy of our Church make some boast of this, as indicating
a tendency in favour of the Kirk, and—to crown the whole—imagine
that a Chart is framed, and a Letter written to His Majesty's Min-
isters, calculated, as the English Clergy might imagine or believe, to
do their Church prejudice, and to frustrate her just claims for support
~would it verily, be any viclation of virtue and honour, to unmask the
false pretensions of such 2 proselyte —what violation of any moral or
social duty wouldit be, to remind that individual, and the world, that

" until he had no probability of aliving in the Church of England, hedid
not make any overture to that of Scotland, and that he had always

{though he may now have forgot) been professedly and zealously at-
(:\chled to the former, until the period, that an opening was made into
the latter. . _ , . : .

o
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Review of a Speech of the Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, of Yurk. 83

Would not Dr. Strachan feel himseif, by the unworthy proceedings
of that individual, and his partisans, as well as by an honest zeal for
the interests of Lis own Church, called upon to expose and re-
pel, without any scruple, such misrepresentation. And such disclos-
ure could be no ground of offence, unless indeed, the party involved,
had wished to have it btlieved that he never was attached to the En-
glish Church—and that conscience alone had impelled him to forsake
the faith of his Fathers and of his youth,

We have the pleasure of knowing the Gentleman, to whom we be.

“ lieve, the Doctor alludes, and we must be permitted to say, that any

imputation which be has attempted to.castupon his integrity and
honour,.can have no effect, save in the recoil upon the author of it
We are bold to aver, that all, who know that gentleman, wil} readily
admit that he is 2 man of the most honourable feelings, and of the

.maost scrupulous rectitude of principle—and we do not, we zrc per-

suaded, depreciate the merits of Dr. Strachan, when we say, thatia
this view, he is at no inconsiderable distance Leneath him, in the

moral scale. As to the recommendations to Government, which he

made, or which he enforced, in respect to our Church—if we have ne-
ver acknowledged them, we do assure him, that it must be imputed to
our ignorance, and not to ingratitude, Verily, we never heard of them,
until we read the Speech of the Archdeacon of York, and such is the
erversity of that wicked thing, called Rumor or Fame, which de«
{’ights not only to hide and disguise the truth, but often’to invert it,
that we bave heard of no other obstacle or impediment to the ad-
mission of our claims, save the Archdeacon of York ! Wherever we
turned—through  whatever channel—with wliatever SECrECy~—we
made, or thought we made, our representationsto his Majesty's Gov.
crnment, still the Archdeacon of York—like our evil genins—stood
prepared to oppose us. e L .
Every successive attempt we made to carry our point with Gov.
ernment was repelled by—the Archdeacon of York! He seemed to
have acquired in respect to us, @ sort of wbiquity or universal pre-
sence. Even in Scotland._amid the myrmidons of the Kirk__this bald
and lion hearted champion of the Church of England might be found
~beating the enemy in his own camp—every where and at all tivaes,
'we knocked our heads against the broad circumference of his shir 4.
until we are now become quite nervous. His name, we verily bénave,
will be a_word of terror to our children, for generations to come.
But the Doctor is always very candid and lets us see all thst is in his

.. heart, I was the more anxious, says he, to complete this arrange-
ment,” namely, securing a provision to the Clergy of the Kirk, * be-

cause, in as far as the Scotch Presbyterians are concerned, it takes

. away all cause of differences, for provision being now made for their

Clergy, which was all they could ask, or hope for, I did flatter my-
self that they would have been satisfied, as indeed, they ought to
have been, and that henceforth, the Clergy of the twd depominations,

the Roman Catholic and Presbyterian,, while dischafging their own

% .
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religious duties, would cordially cooperate with thase of ﬂxe estabe

lishment in promoting the general peace and welfare of Society.”
. ' (2o be Continued.)

e e T

SERMON.
Joux x1, Verse 24,

1
! Martha saith unto bim, Iknow that he shall rise agnin in the resurrection at the
: i . last day.

The chapter of which the text forms o part, affords 2 beautiful and
touching example of the power of sorrow aver tender and generous
natures; but, at the same time, of the still greater power of that sub-
lime consolation which flows from this very susceptibility, and con-
verts suffering itself into a source at ence of improvement & happiness,
Lazarus was the object of tenderest affection to his sisters, His

" worth and goodness seem to have won him the esteem and good-will
¢ of all who knew him. Thus loved, and thus deserving to be loved,’
he is seized with a sudden illness which proves fatal in a few days...-— -
_ . His sisters are overwhelmed with anguish., But in the midst of their-
. deep afftiction, we discern a sublime faith, a rejoicing hope..the pe-
"+ culiar and glorious privilege of good minds.-the choicest gift of hea-
" ven.to those whom it Joves on earth, by which it not only elevates
, them above the power of adversity, but teaches them t¢ draw from
! it something better—far more precious than happiness, at least
! *  thap what is commonly called happiness. “I know,” said the sor-
; " rowing Martha to her Saviour, a divine hope beaming through her
' tears, “ I know that my brother shall rise again in the resurrection at
' the last day.” She sorrowed not as those who have no hope. Her
:i heart, in this hour of extreme affliction, was sustained and elevated
|
1
]
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by the power of that faith, which overcometh the world, which taketh
from death its sting, and from the grave its victory. -In the confi-
dence of this faith, she anticipated the day, when the brother of her
love would be restored to her fond aching heart-—when she should
again behold and recognize him, in a higherlife ande.in o happier
sphere.—delivered from the bondage of corruption, and invested with
glory and immortality. o
There is something 50 natural, so pleasing, so necessary to com-

i plete our idea of the felicity of a future state, in the persuasion that
| those, whom we have loved on earth, shall be restored to usin heaven;.

C that no good mind can ever fecl satisfied with any prospect of celes-

tial happiness, into which this does not cnter, as a principal element.
Our best happiness on Earth, nay, our best virtues flow from social
sympathy, from{ricndship and mutual aflection; we feel that those bonds

. which knit our hearts to one another, ate as pure and sacred, as they
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are tender and delightful,  Our hearts are formed to rejoice, to glory
in the indulgence of those affections. They seem to impart a kind of
sanctity to their objects. Friendship and love breathe o hallowing
influence over every scene and circumstance of life into which they
enter. Our hearts {eel desolation, and as it were, death, when those of-
fections are extinguished, or when the objects, on which they havebeen
exercised, are violently rent from them. Their influence is universally
felt and acknowledged to be of the most benignant and happy nature,
it warms and expands the heart, it hallows and elevates it—
No man ever came under the influence of genuine and powerful
aflection who did not thereby feel his nature softened and ameliorat-
ed, who did not feel, by its power, all the better cnergies of his heart

and soul quickened and invigorated. Can it be supposed then, that

those affections which give to life its chicf joy,. which shed light and
beauty over the dark and gloomy scene of mortal pilgrimage, which
are in very deed the spring and the soul of virtue itsclf, are not
worthy to have place in heaven? Do we feel that while we sojourn
in this world they form the balm of all our woes, and impart a heal-

ing vital influence to the heart, and can we Delieve that the prime 3

cheerer of Jife is excluded from the mansions of heavenly bliss?-

-~ The advocates of such'a'doctrine” forget that “such 3" notion of the,
. heavenly state, is incompatible with any true felicity which man, at

Jeast in his present state of being, is capable. of conceiving and enjoy-
ing. Our hearts repel a doctrine so cold and unnatural, they revolt
from it not merely as "absurd, but as hateful and appalling.—
They rise up indignant and rebel against a faith so frigid and so
heartless. If itis reasonable to belicve in a future existence, the con-
clusion scems inevitable, that its happiness must arise from the indul-.

gence of pure, amiable and virtuous affections, and, of consequence, *

those affections must be furnished with their natural and proper ob-

jects. Whatever is worthy of our attachment on ecarth, we are war-"

ranted to hope, will be replaced to usin the heavenly state, * Purged
from the dross of carth, refined from all stain and impwity, we may
hope to exercise in heaven pure and holy aflections towards objects
made worthy of them, in the utmost expansion of their power.. How
grateful to the heart. of affection and friendship, is the belief the't:
those whom we loved, and from whom death has scparated us for j:
season, shall welcome our arrival in the realms of light. How,
soothing to the heart while it bleeds under the recént ‘wound, that
those, whom it now mourns, are gone before to prepare for our recep-
tion in the blessed mansions—that they wait—that they long for our

* arrival—that they shall guide us into’ the presence of their Father -

and of our Father—of their God and of our God—that theirs shall
be the delightful task to introduce our spirits, os soon as they are re-

. leased from the body, into the assembly- of the Blessed, to” conduct
. them into "the scenes and mansions of everlasting love and joy—to,

lead them to the fountains of living waters, and to that river of life

s
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which flows from the Throne of the Eternal. Those whose eyes we
closed in death—whose languid parting smile—whose tender feeble
embrace—whose pale emaciated form—touched our hearts with the
emotions, ot once, of love and of sorrow, aré now beheld again—with
rapture and exultation are beheld..escaped forever from pain and woe
—endued with life immortal, and crowned with unfading glory! It
is a beautiful and pleasing idea, which some good men have fondly en-
tertained, that the spirits of our virtuous departed friends are commis-
sioned by heaven to watch over us, and to attend us as our guardi-
ans so long as we survive on earth..and if we may not indulge this
pleasing idea—if we deem it inconsistent with their state of blessed-
ness, to be conscious of all that we are—of all that we sin—of all
that we suffer here below—we shall find a resource and a refuge to
our hearts, in the doctrine which I am now endeavouring to establish
and illustrate, namely, that the affections and friendships of earth
are transplanted into heaven, and there become perfect and immortal
as their objects.

Did we not know, into what errors and absurdities men have fallen,
in opposition to the plaincst and most express declarations of Scrip-
ture, we should feel astonished, not to say shocked, by the opinion ot
those who allege, that Scripture bears an evil aspect towards friend-
ship and the natural affections.

It is only a natural inference from this to conclude that they shall
have no place in heaven. But so far is it from .being the fact, that
Scripture has discountenanced friendship and private affection, that
the reverse is the truth. It has given us many tender and sublime
examples of pure and devoted friendship, and in the brief notices
which it affords of a world to cowe, we bave direct intimations so
plain and striking, that it is truly marvellous they should escape the
observation of any reader..that the chief part of the happiness of that
state will arise from society and friendship, and from the renewing and
perfecting of those ties, which have been dissolved for a litile, by the
hand of death. What else can be the scope and import of the Apos-
tle’s consolatory exhortation, addressed to the Thessalonians..« But I
would not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning those that
are asleep, that yec sorrow not, even as others, which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, them also,
which sleep in Jesus sha!l God bring with him.” What does this im-
ply, if it does not intimate that we shall be reunited with our friends
and brethren....departed in the Lord..after a short separation that
we shall recognise them, and be recognised by them.._that our joy shall
be full and everlasting...that the seeds of affection, which were plant-
ed on earth, shall ripen and bring forth the fruits of immortality. We
are not ignorant that there are many questions, connected With  this
interesting subject, which curiosity may prompt, but to which pre-
sumption alone would attempt to reply. To the wise, the humble the
good, the general truth will be sutficient, that we shall have our
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friends separated from us by death, restored to us, that we shall be
forever with them, and with the Lord, enjoying a happiness pure
and spiritual, large as our desires, and immortal as our existence.
Without this belief, it is imposible to derive from religion that effectu-
al and availing consolation, which it professes to administer ; without
this, we must feel that religion fails us in the very instance in which
its suCCOUTS are Most necessary-are indispensible. The loss of those
whom we’have fondly loved, were it irreparable, eternal, would in ve-
ry truth, inflict a deadly and incurable wound upon the soul. «The
spirit of a man may sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit, who
can bear.” The only remedy, which can be conceived adequate to
such an affliction, is, that which the Gospel administers, when it teach-
es that they are not dead, that they are asleep, that they shall awake
again to life everlasting ; that, when a few years have run their course,
how few, we know not, we shall be reunited with them in heaven...in
a world where sin and sorrow are unknown—where in the beautiful
and sublime words of Scripture “the tear shall be wiped from every
eye—where there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain, where the former things are pass-
od away, and all things are made new.” In this blessed world, our
spits, delivered from the troubles and miserics of this mortal state,
shall have opened before them—an eternity of virtuous activity, of
divine enjoyment, shall no more sink In doubt or despondency-—shall
no more feel the painful consciousness of frailty and guilt—shall hun-
ger no more, neither thirst any more—shzll not be subject to natural,
or moral evil, but exalted to a divine life, a divine power—shall mount
up with wings as eagles—shall approach nearer and nearer to the
eternal source of light and life, and feel all their immortal powers and
capacities expanded to their utmost reach. This view of a future
state, is at once natural, simple and sublime. This is felt by every
heart to be—and this alone can be—commensurate with our desires
and capacities. This corresponds—and this alone corresponds—to
the ardour and the elevation of our hopes and affections, ““and this
exceeding and cternal weight of glory,” to use the marvellously em-

hatic language of the Apostle, is only equal to the vastness of the
soul, in its capacities and aspirings.

1 would now invite your attention to the mighty consolation and
supporf,‘wlfich this doctrine affords to virtue and piety, and urge it as
a powerml incentive to be strenuous and persevering in the work of
the Lord. We have all felt what a powerful motive to action, is de-
rived from the sentiments of gratitude, affection and friendship, But
how is this motive heightened, when the objects of these affections are
removed from us by death. Our heart in this casebecomes importunate
and almost superstitious in its eagerness to give vent to its fulness. Itis
impelied, by a teeling, which is sacred and imperious, to every mode of

e‘monstra{ing its regard and affection, which it can imagine to be
suitable or p,-acticahlc. How natural it\is for us when death has ta-
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ken from us our beloved friends to reflect upon our conduct and be-
haviour, to them, while they lived—to feel how many things we have
omitted, that we might have done for their virtue and happiness—and
to wish that they might be'again restored to us, it it were only to af-
,. ford us an opportunity of demonstrating the full extent of that affec-
" tion which we bore them, but which, as we now apprehend, we did

not express so assiduously, so tenderly, and so earnestly, as we now
& ¥ fervently and grievingly wish we had done. How tenderly would we

cherish, how unweariedly would we labour to bless and to do good to
those, who, alas! on earth can no more feel our love, or receive any
expression of our tenderness and affection !
But think not that such feelings are vain and uravailing. There
e is yet much that may be done on your part, to bless and to
elight those whom indecd ye can no more behold or serve on earth,
Jydut whtose spirits in heaven will rejoice. when they behold you living
~ and acting in such a manner as they may approve—when they be-
old you treading with perseverance the path of virtue and piety,
and followers of them, who, through faith and patience, are now
inheriting the promiscs. Would you adl to‘their joy in heaven?
Be wise, be virtuous, “and whatsocever things are pure, lovely
and of good report—think en those things, and do them.”  This will
be the most acceptable testimony of your afiection—the best pledge
that ye can give of your love to those, who are now....beyond the reach
—above the need.—of any of those offices of friendship, which are ac.
ceptable or useful to our fellow mortals. Dp not oppress the soul
with the gloomy andappalling idea, that the friends, whom you love..._
now mave truly and teaderly luve than when they were alive—are logg
—are unconscious—are, as if they had never been—but rather think
that their better being is now commenced—that now only they have
begun to live, since they are delivered from the fears and miseries of
mortality....{rom this state of sin, woe, and dcath; let us think of them,
as those, who are conscious of our present state ; of all that we are,
of all that befuls us, who are the spectators, the constant and anxjous
spectators of our life and our conversation, who Jook with tender soli.
citude on all our ways, on all our actions..who are .gneved when we
sin and depart from the path of duty—who are delighted wlhep they
behold us doing those things which are right, and well Pleasing in the
sight of God.  With this view, cherish in your hearts a tender and
sacred recollection of your departed friends ; not for the purpose of
indulging a morbid mclancholy, a sullen and unmanly sorrow, but to
awaken every virtuous energy of the heart, to dispel that weakness
of gricf, which melts and enervates the mind—to arm the soul with
fortitude and patience, to quicken the sceds of every great and noble
virtue, and, from the things that are scen and temporal, to elevate the
eye of faith to the habitual contemplation of those things which are
unseen and eternal.  “Wherefore secing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witresses, let us lay aside every weight and
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the sin that doth most easily beset us, and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and fin-
isher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despisitg the shame, and is now set down at the right hithd of
the throne of God.” )

It appears .to afford a natural ‘proof of this doctiine, in other
respects 50 gonformable to the feelings of the heart, that our virtu-
ous departed friends are represented in our imagirations after death,
in a form no longer compatible with the feelings of familiar and umaw-
ed affection with which we approached and conversed with them,
while they werc in the body ; they no longer appear to the nrind, as
inhabitants of earth, but as denizens of heaven—as celestial immate-
rial spirits, as pure angelic beings, purged from all the stains of erth,
and shining with unspotted dnd divine lustre. ‘Those errors antﬁ‘l:‘le-
mishes, which are inseparable from humanity, in this ¥fe, death seems
to cover with oblivion ; and if we were eager to recal them it seemisina
manner impossible for our heart to do so. On the other hand, whatever
they possessed of good or amiable comes forth, as it were, from their se-
pulchre ; lives and blooms to our memory and our heart ; itmakes a
deeper, and more delightful impression, than the actual view or feel-
ing of their living virtues. ‘Surely this effect of death, by which it
thus hallows, thus canonizes in our imagination, the departed objects
of our love, is not without some high moral purpese in the plan
of Heaven. The frailties and the faults which our hearts thus refuse
to recal from eblivion, may we not regard as blotted from the record
of Heaven, and may we not confidently accept this intimation of our
hearts, as a sure token of the Divine mercy and forgiveness exercised
towards the departed objects of our love. - When we feel them rising
to our memory, no longel‘ in that form and 8SPCCC which ﬁ'IEy wore on
earth, but in one which awakens a pure, 4 holy and reverential, but
not less true and tender affection than the living object inspired,
may we not, humbly trusting in the mercy of God, through the mer-
its of our Redeemer, be permitted to conclude that they are what
they now seem to the mind’s eye, like the angels of God in Hea-
ven. Ido not think that there is either superstition or enthusiasm in
this reasoning.  But should shis conclusion appear unreasomable or
presumptuous, we may at least be assured that such a tendency of
our minds must be contrived by the author of our frame, for wise and
good ends.  Our hearts are not touched with such fine emotions, but
to some fine issue. In thinking of the dead, it is only their virtues
that we can recal, it ig only what was fair and good and heaveiily,
that can be evoked from the tomb-—to teach us that virtue algne sur-
vives the dissolution of our mortal bodies—that the frignds we have
loat, Liave bequeathed to us, as the only valuable inheritance, they
conld yransmit, the memory of their virtues, to be cherishé® m our
_he.arﬁ, to be imitated and followed in our lives. In living friendshi
1t ig virtue ajope which forms the pure, essential, vital spirit, the teue, the
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sacred bond of union ; and it is a bond which death cannot dissolve—
which bids defiance to the power of the grave. Virtue is immortal—
unfading. It lives, it blooms forever. Cherish then, the memory of
their virtues, as a precious—as a sacred relic—committed to you,
as the last—the dying gift of those whom death itself cannot divide
from your memory and your heart.—Hold it fast, let it not go—keep
it, as your life. Treasure it up in your heart’s core. Let all that is
pure and good and lovely, in the memory o_f those that are gone, dwell
—live in your heart—Ilet it be to you, as it Were, the soul—the spirit
of your well beloved friends still lingering near—or rather descending
from their abodes of celestial purity and bliss—to hallow your soul
and to elevate it heavenward—to mingle with all your thoughts and
feelings, wherever you sojourn on earth, the homest and most
blisgful influences of heaven. ¢The righteous shall be in ever-
lasting remembrance—his righteousness endureth forever-—a good
name is like some precious ointment, which diffuseth a fragrant odour
all around”—it is a light which death cannot quench; which burns
purer and brighter, after the lamp of life is extinguished.—Child of
sorrow ! why then weepest thou? Why these bitter burning tears?
Thy virtuous, thy tenderly beloved friends, for whom thou mournest,
are not dead-~are not lost to thy heart.—They live unto God--they
rejoice in the light of his countenance—they live unto thee-—and if
thy heart is not unworthy, or incapable of such holy and divine fel-
lowship, you may still hold communion with them—sad indeed, and
solemn, but more tender, more salutary to the heart, than when they
were present to you in the body. In the silence of the night—in the
secret chamber of your repose, when deep sleep falleth on man—when
the busy vain world is hushed, is withdrawn from your eye, and
your thoughts—they will come to you—uninvoked they will come
like guests of heaven, wafting the blessed breath, the better influ-
ence, of a purer world, to refresh, to animate your soul—your immor-
tal and divine nature. In such communion—in such converse—Oh!
‘what blessings will your heart receive, if you are wise to improve
it.—No inordinate desire, no unhallowed passion, no cold or sel-
fish principle of this world will be able to a}nde the presence of
such guests, or the influence of such communings. Folly and vice
will fly away—and heaven, and heavenly things alone, will remain to
your soul , and from{the dead, you may thus derive a blessedness, more
than a recompence, for all the anguish which their departure has in-
flicted on your heart—and when time shall have taken from sorrow its
bitterness, and assuaged its violence, the feelings which remain will
be sadly pleasing—will be a gentle sacred sorrow, which the heart
will love to cherish, and with which it would not part for any happi-
ness, that earth can give :—and when the time of your departure shall
draw nigh, you shall feel neither unwilling, nor unprepared, to obey
the now welcome summons : to you death will appear, divested of
more than half his terrors, because, whatever ties he may dissolve
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on earth, it will be to renew tender, and never to be forgotten ties,
with those who have gore before you—to the mansions of everlasting
joy—it will be to remove you, a little while, from the society of a few
beloved on earth, Who soon, very soon, must follow your steps to the
heavenly mansions_—“ into the general assembly of the first boen,
who are written in keaven,” into the society of angels and glorified
spirits.

P When your trembling soul is just hovering on the verge of the wesld
of spirits, ere the shadows of death have settled on your eye-lids & for
ever hid from you all mortal things—the hand of faith and ‘hope shall
lift up, the veil—shall reveal to the enraptured soul the bright forms
of immortality—then shall the tender and beloved friends, who
have entered before you, into their heavenly rest, descend to wait—to
watch, around your bed of death—they shall come like ministering
angels, with hgavenly meekness, purity and love, to sooth your part-
ing spirit, to wipe from your brow the cold sweats of death, to calm the
anguish and the terrors of the mortal hour, to shed around the bed of
languishing the cheering lights, the animating spirit and power of
immortality—and, as the spring of life ebbs, to fill the heart with ce-
lestial raptures—and—ere ye are carried out of the presence of those
dear ones, who stand in mournful silence around your dying bed—to
give back to your longing fervent affection, the sainted “forms of the
loved and lamented dead, who come, as it were, out of heaven’s gate,
to greet your arrival...who are rgstored to your hearts, not such as
they were, in the days of mortah.ty, but pure, spotless and divine—
changed only, in all that tended, in the days of frail flesh, to impair
your mutual love and happines—while, in all that endeared them liv-
ing to your heart, ye behold them, not only unchanged, but adorned
and irradiated with new and celestial beauties, such as eye hath
not seen, neither ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of
man to conceive..~shining in all the glories of immortality... shining
as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars, forever and ev-
er.” Sorrow not therefore, brethren, for them which are asleep, as
those who have no hope...but believing, that as Jesus died and rose
again, so them also, who sleep in Jesus shall God bring with him....
comfort yourselves with this divine faith and hope, and'let your heart
and your tongue join in the rapturous strain, “Q death, where is thi{
sting : O grave, where is thy victory. Thanks be to God which givet
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY. °

Enmisunes, May, 1828,

The Committee, to whom was referred. the King’s letter, produced: the draft of an
answer, which was read antl approved of ; and bis Grace the Commissioner, ag the
request ofthe Assembly, undertook to transmit it t0 his Majesty, by whom, his Grace
said, he wopld take it upon Himself €6 sy, it would-be received most graciously,

D¥. Chalmers conceived i€ there was any other topic  appropriate for a place in
the answer to his Majesty’s commpnication—the 080 most appropriate, was the
nubject of the-repedl of the test and corporation acts: and. it was: not good taste
in.them 10 leave it out. Whilehe was walking through the streets, hé- owgnd
large woodén props resting obliquely agsinst the walls of some of the houses, plae-
ed there to uphold them. When he saw this, it seemed to be irresistibly implied
that these were the crauiest edifices in the-street. So he thought it had been with
the fabric of the English Church, which incurred the whole disgrace of these un-

My.props, and whick bad increased her strength in takiag them down. Her
only.blunder was, that to.please the fancy of certain devotees, long accustomed to
these props, and whose taste would have been offended by the want of them, they
bad erected in their place buttresses of mere gingerbread and stucce, in the form of
a deeldrstion. Itwis.at one.time. proposed to. inaludw the Church of. Scotland in
the declaration’s. snd this he would, linve felces o stigma.  But a resolution more
satisfantery.so bim, was afterwards adopted, by which: the English reserved the
whole of the stigma to themselves. It appeared a striking lesson to blind intoler-
ance, that the Church of Scotland, in the midst of disorder, had stood proef—her
motto * nec tamen consumebatur’’ was now placed in characters as fresh and unde-
fuced as ever on her forehead; and our establishment bids as fair for sound and vigo-
Tous existence as any. other on the. face of the earsh. Bglieving, as he did, that
without the aid. of the national Clergy, all-the efforts and zeal of the “dissen-
g W,‘ would, not heve sgved the-land from lapsing into tenfold grosser hea-
thenism, he would be féstfal of any step which tended to the overthrow of the na.-
tivnal establishments. He did not apprehend so much danger from over-tardy ad-
vances towards liberty, as from the over impetuous career of headlong and unguar-
ded leralism. (Hear.). He concluded by rioving—that the General Assembly
should presens-an address to his Majesty, expressive of their high satisfaction of the
act which had obtained the sanction of the Legislature, for repealing so much of
severa] acts of Parliament, which imposed the necessity of taking the Sacrament as
a qualification for entering upon office.

Dr. Singer seconded. thé motion, )

Dr. Cook rejoiced as much as any.magn at the ropea) of the test and corperation
acts; but be objested ta-the motion of his learned frlend‘ because it was contrary to
the pragtice.of the Geneyal Assembly, to address his. Majesty on the passing of ‘acts

_ of Parliament of a political nature, He deprecated all political ‘discussions in that
house, and had always done so. He concluded with a counter-motion—that while
the General Assembly fully recognize tite. wisdom-of the Legislature in repealing
the test and corporation acts, it was unnecessary, and would be at variance with
their usages and practice, to approach the thronc, or to address his Majesty on the
subject,

X\Jlr. Buchanan, of Stichel, seconded the motion of Dr. Cook.

Mr. Lewis Rose, of Nigg, considered Dr. Cook as out of order in his motion,
and that he ought to have met that of Dr. Chalmers, by moving the previous ques-
ton.

Principal M‘Farlan said, the general principles laid down by the Rev. Professor,

would be recognised by every member of the house, for all, as men, must receive
the repeal of the tests with feelings of unmixed satisfaction. Holding that apinien,
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he preferred the opinion of Dr. Cook, asit contained all that, as a Church, they
could say. .

Mr. gichml Gampbell referred to an overture frori the Presbytery of Irvine,
presented last year, agAinst the test and corporation acts, which overture the Assem-
bly declined to take up. Therefore he thought they would, with & very bad grace,
express gratitude for a boon which they refused to lift their volce t0 attwin,

Hear.) 2 emns
¢ Dr. )cwmm replied, if his motion were rejocted, the effect of thut discussion
would be o ley an interdict on sl future addresses to his Majesty on'any subject
whagessrs  They could never more address the throne on any conceivable topic that
could occur within the circle of their contemplations.

The vote being loudly called fot, a division took place, when thie motion of Dr.
Cook was carried, the numbers being for Dr. Cook’s motion 124, for that of Dr.
Chalmers 87—~majority 47. ‘Two members declined to vote.

The Assembly then adjourned. .

IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON.

The following anecdoteof Dr. Chalmers, will be read with interest.—1It is rela-
ted by an accomplished and pious lady, the wife of a clergyman of Peebles, near
Edinburgh.— New York Paper. )

Dr, Chalmers, on_his retusn froto London.s few years ago, lodged in the house
6f » Nobleman, not far diitant from Peebles. The doctor excels mest men in con-
versation, as he does his associates in the pulpit. He was the life and soul of the
discourse in the circle of friends at the Nobleman’s fireside, The subject was pau-
 perism—its causes and cure. Among the gentlemen present, there was a venerable
old Highland Chieftain, who kept his eyes fastened on Dr. C. and listened with in-
tense interest to his communications. The conversation was kept up to alate hour.

‘When the company broke up, they were shown up stairs into their apartments,——
There was a lobby of considerable length, and the doors of the bed chambers opened
on the right and lefi ;  The apartment of Dr. C. was directly opposite to that of
thie old Chieftain, who had already retired with his attendant. As the doctor was

undressing himself, he heard an alarming noise in the Chieftain’s room, the noise

was succeeded by a heavy groan! He hastened into the apartment, which was in a

few minutes filled with the company, who all rushed in to the relief of the old man.

1t was a melancholy sight which met their eyes. The venerable white.headed
Chief had fallen in the arms of his attendant. It was evidently an apopl. xy. He
preathed a few moments and expired. Dr. C. stood in silence, with bogl hands
stretched out—and bending over the deceased. He was the picture of distress, He
was the first to break silence, ¢ Never in my life, (said he, with a tremulous voice)
did 1 ever see—or, did I ever feel, before this moment, with an equal force, the
meaning of that text * Preach the Word : be instant in soason, and out of seasan,
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with long suffering and doctrine.’ Had I bu theught that
roy venerable friend was so near the brink of Eternity, I would not bave dwelt on
that subject which formed the topic of this evening’s. conversation. I would have
addressed myself earnestly to him. 1 would have presched unto him and unto you,

Christ Jesus and him Crucified. T would bave urged him and you, with all the

earnestness befitting the subject—to prepare for Eternily. You weuld Lave thought

"it—you would have pronounced it ot of seaton. But ahi! it would haye been © in
season’—both as it respected him, and as it respects you !”*




94 Follok’s Cowrse of Time.

We have been lately favoured with a perusal of Pollok's Course of
Time. a Poem in ten Books, of which the spirit and the style, re-
mind us partly of Milton—partly of Cowper. The author ofit, is
said to have died at the early age of twenty-eight years—but not
without giving to the world a most precious Legacy, in this admi-
rable Poem, from which, we beg leave to present our readers with
a few extracts. The following passages are very tender ; and breath-
ing a spirit, in which all must sympathise, may induce our rea-
ders to open a volume where they will meet with strains of moral
and divine wisdom and eloquence—scarcely_inferior to those of Mil-
ton himsell:— :

DBut these apart, in sacred memory lives
The morn of life, first morn of endless days,
Most joyful morn ! nor yet for nought the jos.
A being of eternal date commenced,
A young immortal then was born! and who
Shall tell what strange variety of bliss
Burst on the infant soul, when first it locked
Abroad on God’s creation fair, and saw
The glorious earth and glorious heaven, and face
Of man sublime, and saw all new, and felt
All new ! when thought awoke, thought never more
To sleep! when first it saw, heard, reasoned, willed,
And triumphed in the warmth of conscious life !

&

Nor happy cnly, but the cause of joy,
Which those who never tasted always mourned,
What tongue !—no tongue shall tell what bliss o’erflowed
The mother’s tender heart, while round her bung
The offspring of her love, and lisped her name,
As living jewels dropped unstained from heaven,
‘That made her fairer far, and sweeter seem,
'Than every ornament of costliest bue!
And who hath not been ravished, as she passed
With all her playful band of little ones,
Like Luna, with her daughters of the sky,
Walking in matron majesty and gracc?
All who had hearts, here pleasure found : and oft
Have I, when tired with heavy task, for tasks
Were heavy in the world below, relaxed
My weary thoughts among their guiltless sports,
And led them by their little bands a-field,
And watched them run and crop the tempting flower,——
Which oft, urasked, they brought me, and bestowed
Viith smiling face, that waited for a look
Of praise,—and answered curious questions, put
In much simplicity, butill to solve ;
And heard their observations strange and new.
And settled whiles their little quarrels, soon
Ending in peace, and soon forgot in love.
And still T locked upon toeir loveliness,
And sought throtgh nature for similitudes
Qf perfect beauty, inuocence, and bliss,



Pollok's Course of Time. Y5

And fairest imagery around me thronged ;
Dew-drops at day-spring on a seraph’s locks.
Roses that bathe about the well of life,
Young Loves, young Hopes, dancing on Morning's cheek,
Gems leaping in the coronet of Love!

So beautiful, so full of life, they seemed

As made entire of beams of angels® eyes.
Gay, guileless, sportive, lovely, little things !
Playing round the den of Sorrow, clad

Tu smiles, believing in their fairy hopes,

And thinking man and woman true ! all joy,
Happy all day, and happy all the night!

Hail, holy Love! thou word that sums all bliss,
Gives and receives all bliss, fullest when most
Thou givest! spring-head of all felicity,
Deepest when most is drawn ! emblem of God!
(’erflowing most when greatest numbers drink !
Essence that binds the uncreated Three,

Chain that unites creation to its Lord,
Centre to which ell being gravitates,
Eternal, ever-growirg, happy Love !
Euduring all, hoping, forgiving all ;

Instead of law, fulfilling every law;
Luntirely blest, because thou seekst no more,
Hopest not, nor fearst; but on the present livest,
And holdst perfection smiling in thy arms.
Mysterious, infinite, exhaustless Loye !

On earth mysterious, and mysterious still

In heaven ! sweet chord, that harmonizes all
‘Fhe harps of Paradise! the spring, the well,
That fills the bowl and banquet of the sky!

Indulge another note of kindred tone,

Where grief was mixed with melaucholy joy.

QOur sighs were numerous, and profuse our tears,
For she, we lost, was lovely, and we loved
Her much.  Fresh in our memory, as fresh
As yesterday, is yet the day she died.
Tt was an April day ; and blithely all
The youth of nature leaped beneath the sun,
And promised glorious manlicod ; and our hearts
Were glad, and round them danced the lightsome blood,
In healthy merriment, when tidings came,
A child was born: and tidings came again,
That she who gave it birth was sick to death.
So swifl trode sorrow on the heels of joy !
We gathered round her bed, and bent our knees
In fervent supplication to the Throne
Of Mercy, and perfumed our prayers with sighs
Sincere, and penitential tears, and looks
Of scif.abasement; but we sought to stay
An angel on the earth, a spirit ripe
For heaven ; and Mercy, in her love, refused,
Most merciful, as oft, when seeming least !
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Muoat gracious whew she cerined the mort 1o howa!
The room 1 well remember, and the bed

On which she lay, and all the faces too,

"That crowded dark and mournfully around.

Her father there and mother, bending, stood ;

And down their aged chceks fell many drops

Of bitterness. Her husband, too, was there,

And brethers, and they wept; her sisters, too,

Did weep and sorrow, comfortless; and I,

‘I'oo, wept, though not to weeping given ; and ali
Within the house was dolorous and sad.

This T remember well ; but better still,

} do remember, and will ne’er forget,

The dying eye! Thut eye alone was bright,

Aud brighter grew, as nearer death approached ;
AS$ [ have seen the gentle little flower

T.ook fairest in the silver beam which fell,

Reflected from the thunder cloud that soon

Came down, and o'er the desert scattered far

And wide its loveliness.  She made a sign

To bring her babe—"twas brought, and by her pliced.
She looked upon its face, that neither smiled

Ner wept, nor knew who gazed upon’t; and lsid
Her hand upon iis little breast, and-sought

For it, with Jook: that seemed to penetrate

‘Fhe heavens, unutzerable blessings, such

As God to dying parents only granted,

For infants left behind them in tire world.

““ God keep my child!"” we heard her say, and heaid
No more. The Angel of the Covenant

‘Was come, and faithful to his promise, stood,
Prepared to walk with her through death’s dark vale.
And pow her eyes grew bright, and brighter still,
Too bright fer ours to leok upon, suffused

With many tears, and closed without a cloud.
They set as tets the morning star, which goes

Not down behind the darkened west, nor hides
Obscured among the tempests of the sky,

But melts away into the light of heaven.

Loves, friendships, hopes, and dear remembrances,
The kind embracimgs of the heart, and biours
Of happy thought, and smiles coming to tears,
And glories of the heaven and starry cope
Above, and glories of the earth beneath,—
These were the rays that wandered through the gloom
Of mortal life ; wells of the wilderness,
Redeeming features in the face of Time,
Sweet drops, that made the mixed cup of Earth,
A palatable draught—too bitter else.



