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THE WEEKLY PRESS.
THE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE C. P. ASSOCIATION.

R. ROBERT HOLMES, editor ard publisher of The
Clinton New Lra, who was unanimously elected

at Ottawa, in March, to the presidency of the Canadian Press
Association, is a good representative of the weekly press of
Canada. Mr. Holmes is one of the pioneers in the movement
to make the local paper a thorough newspaper, giving all the
news of the town and district, and presenting it in clean para-
graphs. His career as a publisher and journalist has been
associated with The New Era, and he and his paper are real
factors in the life of the locality. For several years he has been
mayor of Clinton, and his name is now mentioned as the
possible Liberal candidate in West Huron for the House of
Commons, should Mr. M. C. Cameron, M.P., retire from the
representation, as it is expected he will do. Under Mr.
Holmes’ presidency the Canadian Press Association should
flourish, since he is an acceptable spokesman for the country
press, while the other members of the executive for 1898
No doubt Mr.
Holmes will carefully consider the position of the weekly pub-
lishers in the association, and determine how they can best
promote its usefulness to them. Mr. Holmes, as an individual,
is deservedly respected and popular, and PRINTER AND
PusLIsHER sincerely congratulates him on his election and also
on the fact that the executive consists of such able and repre-
sentative men. The new members, Mr. Tarte, of La Patrie,
and Mr. Matthews, of The Globe, are welcome additions to the

executive,  Mr. Tarte is an influential representative of Quebec
journalism, and will be a valuable ally in promoting the new
interprovincial character of the association. Mr. Matthews is a
well'’known and capable member of the aity press, has close
affiliations with journalistic work of many years’ standing, and
is highly thought of by ail who kuow him.

THE WEEKLY PUBLISHERS' SECTION,

The idea entertained in some quarters that the weekly pub-
lishers should, in organizing a section of their own, withdraw
altogether from the association, strikes one as & most imprac.
ticable and silly suggestion. In order that the special claims
of the press may be heard and advocated, counsolidation, not
disorganization, should be the rule. If the various members of
the association were to be sorted out according to the dates and
frequency of their publications, their political opinions, their
ancestral origins, or their religious creeds, we could soon have
a great crop of press associations, ecach claiming to be the real
representative body. The interests uniting them not being
sufficiently broad, such bodies would necessarily expire of
inanition. Local associations which can meet frequently and
have special local interests are a natural growth ; sections within
the Canadian association, having papers, discussions and sub-
jects of their own to consider are also a reasonable product of
present conditions. A general break-up of the association is
not possible now and would be a bad thing if it could be
effected.

JOURNALISTIC LEGISLATORS,

The Ontario Liberals were very fortunate, during the recent
elections, in securing the 1eturn of so many able newspaper
men to the new House. Messrs. Mcl.ean, of Huron, and
Pirie, of Wentworth, were, 1t is true, defeated (as indeed was
Mr. Evans, Conservative, of The Mail, in the other Wentworth),
but the following emerged triumphant from the fight :  Messrs.
Pattullo, Stratton, Pettypiece, Russell, Auld, Craig and Graham.
Next session could be made a regular bargain day in libel law
amendments, as the Government’s majority is small, and men
of light and learning must now be listened to respectiully by
the politicians on both sides.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

If postage would inspire publishers to make an increase in
subscription rates the harvest of Mr. Mulock’s new proposition
would not be wholly discontent and pecuniary loss. It requires
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backbone to increase rates, but the weekly can do it casier than
the daily. The latter’s subscription is still high; the weekly
rate is getting near the disappearing point. As has been men-
tioned before, the Messrs. Smallfield, of The Renfrew Mercury,
have maintained the $1.25 rate, although nearly everyone else
seems to have taken a tumble. Surely a local paper that has a
hold on its constituency, that really fills a place, could seize the
imposition of postage to get a better rate. No better oppor-
tunity will ever occur. If the local journals umite in the
demand they ought to be able to carry it successfully. Where
thers is cutting and no unity, of course, an increase is

impossible.

WORN Al HUML,

The counstant mterruptions to which a weekly editor 1s sub-
jected ieads a contemporary to say that he ought to have one
room at home where he can write undisturbed. * Lvery editor,
if he have a residence of but four rooms, should have one of
them set apart exclusively as an editorial room, and here he
should do, as far as pos-
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getting its value every time, he would do far better to pay the
money. However, many take the magazines and give the fat
notices. Would it not be better to make the book notices part
of an advertising contract with the local booksellers? The
latter are notoriously lax in advertising and pushing their busi-
ness.  Some are bright and advertise. The majority in good
sized towns do not. It would pay them to do so, if not in
display ads., at least in notices. An arrangement may be prac-
ticable in some cases, and the publisher should try,

—

SUGGESTIONS.

My idea of a paper, says an Illinois publisher, is to get as
close to the people as you can, and get them interested in what
their neighbors are doing.  This cannot be done entirely by
the conventional way we have been running our papers, but
must be done by having them contribute in various ways to the
papers. Lengthy articles on how to run a farm, and how to
make children mind, and how to plant corn and oats, and how
to make chickens lay, are not what newspapers want. A

country weekly should
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mains at home carefully
editing the paper. An
hour at home is worth
three at the office in editorial work. Then business can be so
much more readily handled when the copy hook is full and the
printers’ yells are not heard.  Run an editorial room at home.”

—

MRk, RopEr Horans,

FREE ADS. FOR 30OKS.

An experienced newspaperman, who knows both weekly
and daily work thoroughly, and has figured out the profits of
both branches ~{ the publishizg business pretty closely, assures
PRINTER AND PUBLISHER thot L - thinks more free notices are
given away in reviewing bLu- s than in almost any other way.
He refers specially to the daily press. The statement is quite
t.ue a5 regards the dalies. It is an open secret that publishers
drpend greatly for the sale of their books upon reviews. Even
tke sale of books by a popular author can be much injured by
unfavorable criticisms. In the wecekly field the free notices are
not common. The edter will often give ter. dollars in free
notices in order to get a four-dollar magazine. He may find it
more convenient to do so.  But, if he conducts his paper on
the proper basis; i.c, knowing what his space costs him, and

ested in the local

history, in writing
articles on various subjects, and the older ones in writing of
their experiences in life, of things that can be written of, and
interestingly, too. Prizes of various amounts will get all these
articles and would stimulate interest in the paper such as can be
had in no other way.

LEditor Clinton New Era.

A FARMER’S aD.

A conclusive instance of the value of advertising in the sale
of produce is reported by The Doylestown (Pa.) Republican,
Farmer Eastburn had 8,000 bushels of potatoes to dispose of,
so he advertised a sale, using liberal display and telling the
whole story in his advertiseraent—no reference to ** see bills for
particulars,” the usual and ineffective method. The result of
Farmer Eastburn’s policy was seen on the day of the sale, when
people came for miles to attend the sale, More than eight
thousand bushels of tubers were sold, some for as much as
$1.26 a bushel. Though the cost of the advertising was large,
yet the size of the resultant bank account is ample warrant for
the expenditure,
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BQOKBINDING FOR THE BOOK-LOVER.

By 1. ]. Hathaway, Toronto.

\ EW there are who know a beautiful
book when they see it,” writes Mr.
PBrander Matthews in his “Notes of a
Book Lover,” ‘“and fewer still who
. appreciate one.” A well-printed
P and well-bound book may be in
R G IR itselfl as true a work of art as the
piece of literature which it con-
tains, yet, in the libraries of many
persons of literary and artistic tastes tall volumes are rarely
found, and the poorly-printed and cheaply-bound books of the
business world are considered good enough. With some, the
chief interest in a book consists in possessing it.

Still am I busy books assembling,
For to have plentic it is a pleasaunt thing,

Others cherish a book because of its rarity, or because of the
handwriting upon its fly-leaves. In their eyes the good edition,
well printed on fine paper with liberal margins, and finely bound
in leather, with artistic decorative designs, is not to be compared
with the often-times cheap-looking and ill-made volume, which
by some chance happens to be the editio princeps of some
neglected and almost, forgotten author, These persons, how-
ever, are bibliomaniacs, and not bibliophiles. The bibliophile
is the true book-lover. To him, the printing, illustrations, and
binding are equally important with the contents. By many
these are considered as mere necessary details, having no in-
timate association with the contents and possessing no claims
to attention by reason of an intrinsic beauty.

In Burton Hill's * Book Hunter ” it is recorded that, in the
hearing of a dealer in old books, it was remarked that a certain
person was said to know something about books. * He know
about books,” was the retort, “ nothing—nothing at all, I
assure you, unless, perhaps, about their insides.”

When setting up The Kelmscott Press in 1891, Mr. William
Morris said: “I thought it would be nice to have a book or
two one cared for printed 1n a way one would like to see it.”
This is the secret of the book-lover’s affection.

The distinguishing feature of the books issued during the
greater part of the present century was an apparent indifference
to outward appearance. Any kind of covering seemed good
enough. The paper was often poor, the printing indifferent,
and the binding cheap and tawdry. That intimate relationship
between the contents and the covering, which appeals to the
book-lover, was entirely lacking.

A change, however, is now passing over the bookmaking
world, bringing with it the  well-balanced title-pages, the
tasteful contrasts of black and white, simple but effective
designs in the decoration of the covers, and other charactens.
tics of the 15th and 16th centuries, when book-making reached
its highest development. Tn those days bookbinding was num-
bered among the fine arts, and received much attention from
collectors. Many of the most tasteful and valuable bindings
now in existence were produced during that period, and, al-
though they are now widely scattered, they are jealously
treasured by their owners as veritable works of art.

Mr. William Matthews, of New York, for many years the
foremost bookbinder in America, in an address before the
Grolier club of that city a few years ago, said. *“Fifty years
ago there was not a finely bound book, except what by chance
had been procured abroad, to be found in any collection in
America. Fine binding was an unknown art.” The present
condition is greatly different. Bindings of beautiful and taste-
ful design, which have been executed by local workmen and
which are expressive, as were those of the middle ages, of a
refined artistic appreciation, are now to be found in many
libraries ; and they are valued, not so much for what they con-
tain, as on account of their inherent beauty.

And not alone in fine bindings has this improvement taken
place. In cloth edition work the change has been even more
strongly marked. The gaudy book covers of a quarter of a
century ago, whereon a great variety of colors were lavished in
a sort of pictorial hodge-podge, have given place to simple
decorative designs, pleasing to the eye and gratifying to the
artistic sensibilities.

The art of bookbinding, which, previous to the invention of
printing, bad been mainly 1 the hands of the silversnuths and
ivory workers, was largely developed in the monasteries of
Europe. Asin other lines of art, wealthy patrons endowed the
book-making departments of these institutions, and many
volumes still remain bearing the heraldic designs of ther
former owners. The books bound 1n the monasteries in the
carlier days were encased in wooden boards, and it was no un-
usual thing for the workmen to hunt the animal for its hide,
and subsequently use it for the covering. In the course of
time the wooden boards became worm eaten, and eventually
they gave place to pasteboard sides, which were made by pasting
together the sheets of printed books not then in demand. With
the increasingly large output of books, following the introduction
of printing, leather workers in other lines were employed as
binders, and thus bookbinding not only had the benefit of their
skill in handling the leather, but also the use of the tools with
which they used to decorate the saddles and harness of their
former patrons.

In spite of the many improvements in the art ot bookbind-
ing, the finest books are to-day bound substantially as they
were in the days of Grolier. Indeed, Mr. Morris, at his
Kelmscott Press, recently produced some of the most beautiful
books ever printed, using type modelled on that of the 16th
century, and printing the paper on an old-fashioned hand press
of the style of many generations ago. Such improvements as
have taken place in bookbinding have been mainly in connec-
tion with edition work, where cheapness is the essential point
and steam power can take the place of hand work. The atten-
tion of the bookbinders of the present day is largely devoted to
edition work. ‘The tendency is to the production of books the
first coverings of which are expected to be permanent., These
coverings are usually of cloth, although leather is frequently
employed, and they are stamped by machinery with some dis-
tinct and appropriate ¢ sign. Such commercial work, however,
is not to be compared in artistic value with the individual fine
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bindings upon which every detatl of the decoration is impressed
with the most scrupulous care, and each impression of the
finisher’s tool is as a stroke of the artist’s brush.

In the early days of bookbinding, the shelves of a library
inclined like a reading desk, and books were laid side by side
in order that their beauty might be seen. Now, however, with
the great increase in the number of books and their arrange-
ment in ranks upon level shelves, the necessity for fine tooling
on the sides is not so great, and more attention is given to the
backs. This, also, has resulted in the half-bound book, in which
the back and corners only are of leather and the sides of cloth
or paper—a style of binding that has come into very general
use for a great many kinds of books. The book-lover, how-
ever, in the binding of his choice volumes—the tall copies with
liberal margins—insists upon the full suit, contending that such
economy—rfor the half-bound book was born of economy—is
incompatible with artistic excellence.

In their creamy Oxford vellum,
In their redolent crushed levant,
With their delicate watered linings,
‘They are jewels of price, 1 grant.

A detailed description of the various operations of book-
binding will be necessary in order to form an intelligent idea of
the work of the binder, The ordinary use of the term binder
is a mistaken one. When it is said that a book is * beautifully
bound” it is the workmanship of the person who executed the
decoration of the cover that is commended, and not that of the
one who covered the book with leather. Mr. William Matthews,
after describing the different steps by which a book is prepared
and covered with leather, said: “I now declare that the book
in this condition is bound, and he who has skilfully mastered
these various processes, through which a volume has passed,
deserves the name of binder; he who is called upon to decorate
it, finisher. At present, the custom is the reverse : the finisher
or decorator 1s credited with being the binder, whereas he has
done none of the binding.” In the language of the trade the
one who gives the book its covering—the actual binder—is
called the forwarder, and he who afterwards decorates it is the
finisher.

In France and Germany most of the books are issued in
paper covers, merely stitched, and the owner 1s expected to
rebind in leather those volumes which he considers worthy of
preservation. In England and America most of the books are
issued in permancnt cloth bindings, and only those of excep-
tional worth are rebound in leather. The first thing to be done,
therefore, if the book 1s already bound, is to remove the cloth
or the paper cover, take away the glue on the back and the
thread by which it had been sewn, and then very carefully to
collate the sheets to see that all the parts are in their proper
places. The different parts or sections are then sewn with
needle and thread to the bands or cords and handed over to
the forwarder to prepare for the covering. The work of the
sewer 15 of great importance, as the strength of the volume
largely depends upon the care with which every sheet is caught
and every stitch made fast. The forwarder attaches the end-
papers, has the edges trimmed and gilded—the top edge at all
events; many persons now-a-days preferring to leave the other
edges entirely uncut—rounds the back of the book to give it
shape, glues and lines the back and attaches the millboard sides
by lacing them to the book by means of the bands or cords to
which the sheets have been sewn. The headbands, and also
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the strips on the back for the raised bands, are now placed in
position and the book put away very carefully in a strong press
to set in order that the shape given it might be retained. The
leather for the covering is then stretched very tightly over all
and securely glued ; after which the endpapets are made fast to
the covers, and the book is again placed in the press before”
being handed over to the finisher. l
The work of the finisher is to devise a design for the sides
and back and transfer it to the leather, and any artistic merits a”
volume may have when completed are due to him almost entirely.
In the finishing of a book, the size, the subject, the kind of
leather with which it is covered, and its probable use, should alt -
be considered. While the design on the cover need not necessarily
be symbolic of the contents, it should at all events be in har.
mony with it. ~ As Mr. Cobden-Sanderson, the leading book-
binder in England at the preset time, puts it: ¢ Beauty is the
aim of decoration and not illustration, or the expression of

ideas.”
Something that one stitl perceives
Vaguely present in the leaves ;
Something from the worker lent,
Something mute, but cloquent.

It is also equally true that if a book is to be well finished
care must be taken that it is well bound and that the materials
used are of the best quality. A book cheaply bound is not
worthy of a good finisher’s labor.

The art of the finisher is limited by the tools he uses, and
every design must be capable of being transferred to the leather
by meansof the fillets or straight lines, gouges, which make
curved lines, and the various other tools which he may have at
his command. A *“tool” is a brass implement at the end of
which is cut the ornament, or part of an ornament, that is to be
transferred to the leather. Every leaf, branch, scroll or design,
is made up of one or more tools. The finisher, with a know-
ledge of his tools in his mind, outlines a plan of decoration,
and by a combination of these tools imprints the design. -
In the proper use of the tools is the secret of book decoration.

The process of working an intricate design is very tedious.’
Mr. William Matthews thus describes it: ¢ First the design is
made on paper, then impressed with the tools, through the paper,
on the leather, then the paper is removed and the design again
gone over with the tools to make the impression sharp and
clear ; then, after washing, sizing and laying on the gold leaf,
the design is gone over for the fourth time before one side of
the cover is completed. This having to be repeated on the
other side of the volume, and the back also tooled, will afford
some idea of the labor in executing the finest hand tooling.”

Mr. Cobden-Sanderson, in The Fortnightly Review, for
August, 1893, after describing the binding and decoration of a
volume, says: * The descrintion is easy—how easy !—but the
craft is difficult.  Gold cannot be persuaded to stick a's a friend
may be persuaded to stay, it must be made to stick, i.e., all the
conditions upon which successful gold tooling depends must, in
all cases, be observed, and there is the rub! What in each
case—and the circumstances are never quite the same—are the
conditions ? How define them ? A little more or a little less
makes so much difference. How dry may the leather be, or
how dry must it be? How much glair? How hot must the
tools be? What is the moment to bogin?  Then, how difficult
it is correctly to manipulate the tools, to keep them even upon
the leather! How difficult, finally, to keep the leather, through-
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out all the long and difficult operation, perfectly clean, and the
gold brilliant! What patience, what natural aptitude, what
acquired skill, what fortitude !”

With the demand for heavy gilt decoration—a demand
induced by titled persons who sought to have their own tastes
reflected in the binding of their books rather than those of
the artist.workmen—the roulette, or roll, came into use. The
roll is a brass wheel, upon the edge of which is cut the device

*to be impressed, and thus, as it is rolled over the leather, the

same design is repeated indefinitely. This instrument, though
still used, is restricted largely to blankbook binding, and is
seldom employed on fine work where “ the play of the hand is
the very essence of handicraft.”

Care should be taken that good bindings are not wasted on
worthless books. *To be strong-backed and well bound is the
desideratum of a volume,” writes Charles Lamb, * magnificence
comes after. This, when it can be afforded, is not to be lavished
upon all kinds of books indiscriminately. 1 would not dress a
set of magazines, for instance, in full suit. The deshabille, or
half binding (with Russia backs ever) is our costume. A
Shakespeare, or a Milton (unless the first edition), it were mere
foppery to trick out in gay apparel. The possession of these

- confers no distinction. The exterior of them (the things them-

selves being so commoh), strange to say, raises no sweet
emotions, no tickling sense of property in the owner. ¥ *
In some respects, the better a book is the less it demands from
binding. * * * But where a book is at once both
good and rare—where the indwvidual is almost the species—no
casket is rich enough, no casing sufficiently durable to honor
and keep safe such a jewel.”

MR. BARR RECOVERS DAMAGES.

Robert Barr, the novelist, on the 12th inst, r~covered a
verdict of $1,000 damages in a libel suit against The New. York
Sun in the United States Circuit Court. The suit bas been
pending for some time. On May 17, 1896, The Sun published
a paragraph 1n its London cable news, saying that * Robert
Bar, the novelist,” had been sent to an asylum for inebriates.
It turned out that the Robert Barr who was sent to the institu-
tion mentioned was a former Canadian politician, and not the
novelist. A retraction was demanded, but it was not forthcom-
ing until the following November, when, The Sun, in the course
of a review of one of Mr. Barr’s books, alluded jokingly to its
mistake, and explained how it occurred. In the meantime
many papers throughout the country had published The Sun’s
story as a fact and commented on it editorially.—New York
Paublisher’s Weekly.

THE NEW POSTAGE STAMPS.,

The postage stamps issued by the Post Office Department
may, for use by the public, be all right, from an wsthetic point
of view, and reflect credit on the artistic taste of the Postmaster-
General, but the values are not sufficiently legible. It almost
requires a microscope to discover whether it is a one-cent, three-
cent, or five-cent stamp.

The Postmaster-General has. recognized this difficulty, and
in the next issue numerals will be placed on the corners in
place of the maple leaf. This will, to a certain extent, obviate
the difficuity, but a more pronounced color for the one, two,
and three-cent stamps would be an additional convenience.
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COMPETITION FOR MUNICIPAL PRINTING.

HE STAYNER SUN has been indulging in some pointed
remarks regarding cuiting rates to obtain the municipal
printing. Itsays: ‘We have cut our own throats and been
bossed by municipal councils long enough. Business men do not
boss us. They do not try. We would not submit. Why be
bossed by corporations? Let us stand together like honorable
men and demand fair prices. We can easily do it. lLet us
have some show of professional etiyuette, instead of under-
cutting and mistrusting each other.”
The Sun urges the printers of Simcoe county to unite and
“ refuse to tender for any job of municipal prnting, and only
to do such work at the prices that business men pay.”

Commenting upon this, The Coldwater Planet declares itself
in sympathy with The Sun’s views upon * this cutthroat prac-
tice of municipal corporations trying to get their printing done
for nothing, or next to it.  The municipalities well know that
the local newspaper does much good for the township, and
gives many a column of advertising free. But point us out the
man who works one day for a municipality without his day’s
big pay. Of course, we know he is entitled to a set sum for
his work, and if he is entitled by law to a schedule rate for his
labors, the printer should also receive a fair price for his
work. No, we do not believe in the miserable, Cheap John
business that some offices in Simcoe County are doing.
We admit that we tendered once, but only once, for municipal
work, and then did not get the printing, because another man
put in a *second tender’ and got the plum, at $1o less than we
would do it.for, and he was welcome to it. If the publishers of
Simcoe County were to put their heads together and form an
association such as other counties have, it would be better for
the printers and the public as well. We would then have a fair
price for our work, and the moncy would be spent at home
where it is paid out.”

A FAMOUS EDITOR'S CRITICISM.

One of the most curious things about-the newspaper, says
E. L. Godkin, editor of The New York Evening Post, is that
the public does not expect from a newspaper proprietor the
same sort of morality it expects from persons in other callings.
It would disown a bookseller, and cease all intercourse with
him, for a tithe of the falsehoods and petty frauds which it
passes unnoticed in a newspaper proprietor. It may disbelieve
every word he says, and yet profess to respect him, and may
occasionally reward him, so that it is quite possible to find a
newspaper which nearly everybody condemns and whose influ-
ence he would repudiate, circulating very freely among religious
and moral people, and making handsome profits for its pro-
prietor. A newspaper proprictor, therefore, who finds that his
profits remain high, no matter what views he promulgates and
what kind of morality he practises, can hardly, with fairness to
the community, be treated as an exponent of its opinions. He
will not consider what it thinks when he finds he has only to
consider what it will buy, and that it will buy his paper without
agreeing with it.

Ault & Wiborg’s inks are kept in stock at Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg and Vancouver, by their agents the Toronto
Type Foundry Co., who report large sales, and state that these
inks are giving universal satisfaction.
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THE FLAT-RATE PLAN.

EXPERIENCED ADVERTISING MEN EXPRESS THEIR OPINIONS
FOR AND AGAINST.

HE flat-rate question was discussed by several special

representatives in the April number of Advertising Experi-
ence. Charles H. Stoddart, western representative of The
Munsev publications, speaks from experience when he says :

1 wasat one time a strong believer in time and space discounts,
but I have come to the conclusion that the flat-rate is more equit-
able. The advertiser who makes a yearly contract and finds that
this is not paying him, cancels the order. He has paid the annual
rates, and on the discount plan the publisher would be obliged to
bill him at short rates for all the space used. This would make
him all the more dissatisfied with the publication. On the flat-rate
plan he can use space when he wants it, and I think that he will
use as much space in this way as on the discount plan, Ifit pays,

Composing Room, Printing Department.—Warwick Bros. & Rutter, Toronto.

he will surely stay in. If it doesn’t, he will stay out. No publica-
tion wants its advertiser to use its space at a loss.

Another representative of eastern publications, W. J. Ken-
nedy, says:

There is no doubt in my mind but what a flat-rate is the only
kind for a publisher to have ; it is the most satisfactory, both for
him and the advertiser. Practically all the publications which I
represent have a flat-rate, as they think it the best. My experience
teachesme that an advertiser looks on a paper more favorably
which has this rate than on one which gives discounts for time or
space.

Lynn S. Abbott, a special representative, of Chicago, asserts
that “the flat-rate is the simplest, insures the greatest satisfac-
tion to the advertiser, and is equitable in all cases.” Six reasons
in favor of the flat-rate are advanced by C. B. Hull, a Chicago
special representative :

First, the new advertiser is timid, and is more inclined to pat-
ronize a publication that will allow him to withdraw his business at

Y

April, 1898

any time without paying a higher rate for what he has used.

Second, test advertisements, other things being equal, are more
apt to be given publications having afflat-rate,

Third, if an advertiser is forced to discontinue his advertisement
becauseit is unprofitable, it seems unfair to charge him a still higher
rate for what he has used.

Fourth, a flat.rate gives the impression of confidence on the
part of the publisher.

Fifth, it stimulates advertising from those whose business is’
seasonable.

Sixth, experience has proven that representative publizations
having a flat-rate have been successful in keeping their columns
full,

In filing his answer in opposition to the flat-rate idea, C. G.
Krogness, a Chicago daily newspaper representative, says :

My opinion is that the flat-rate cannot be-practically and justly ap-
plied to space in daily papers.

In the mercantile and financial
world the amount of merchandise or
money involved in the proposed
transaction determines the minimum
cost to the purchaser., A man bor-
rowing $500 must usually pay a maxi-
mum rate of interest, while he who
borrowsone hundred or one thousand
times as much pays a much smaller
rate per cent. The user of large space
in daily papers is equitably entitled
to a lower rate than one who uses
small space, From the standpoint
of cost, no daily paper could, in my
opinion, afford to handle small orders
at the same rate as large ones.

The charge that an advertiser who
discontinues his contract before com-
pleted is done an injustice when
charged short time rates, I believe
is groundless. The advertiser may
beat fault, His advertisement may
not have been properly prepared ; he
may not have followed it up as he
should. Perhaps his article does not
have sufficient merit to be in demand.
Had these defects been remedied, he
might not have wanted td discontinue his contract. Should the
publisher be taxed for an advertiser's failure to successfully conduc:
his own business ?

Though advertising agencies prefer a flat-rate, because it lessens
the work of their estimating departments and reduces to a minimum
probable errors resulting from complex arrangement of rates and
rules of newspapers, and consequent loss to themselves, yet, in con-
tracting with advertisers to place their advertising the agencies
charge 2 small advertiser a large commission, and a large adver-
tiser a small commission ; so that with the agencies the same prin-
ciple governs as actuates the publishers in asking a lesser rate for a
large contract and a greater tor small contracts.

Charles A. Goodwin, while feeling particularly well disposed
toward the flat-rate, yet sees strong objections to its adoption.
He says :

1 sometimes feel that the flat-rate is the only rate to have, as it
would lead into the columns for trial orders many new advertisers,
who would not want to compete with other advertisers in the same
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lines who were not only already established, but buying the same
space for much less.

But upon what basis could a flat-rate be established in those
papers now having a scale of discounts, and would it be rnight to
the advertisers now running in those papers? If you use the maxi-
mum rate for short contracts, then those who contract for a year
would certainly claim a Tower price for the ** wholesale 't use of
space ; and surely the advertiser who goes into a paper and stays

a there for a year without any trouble to the publisher is worth more
“to the publisher than if he ** bobbed ** in and out, as he would be
liable to do on the flat-rate basis, keeping the publisher guessing
whether his columns were to be full or empty in the next issue.
Then, again, unless a discount was made for continued insertivns
many yearly advertisers would drop out during the summer months,
when the columns are scant.

I do not see why buying advertising space should differ from
the purchase of merchandise. How many advertisers are there
who would not give you a discount
on their goods if you bought them by
the dozen or the gross, instead of the
single articles they advertise ?

PRACTICAL HINTS FOR THE
JOB ROOM,

Newspaperdom,

Glycerine applied by the cork
of the bottle to the disc will stop
copying ink from sticking and make
it work smoothly and well. Should
the ink be too thin, add a little
powdered gum arabic. Rollers and
form must be perfectly clean to
secure good results with copying
ink. Water is the best thing to
use in washing up rollers and disc.

If wood is wet, oil cannot enter
it; if wood is oiled, water cannot
get in.  As it is alternate cud or
dampness and heat or dryacss that
swell and warp cuts and blocks, let
every cut you care anything about
be soaked in oil at the bottom—
the place most affected—and the
trouble will be overcome. You can then lay the cuts on
cold stones or presses, or in moderately warm places, w~ith little
or no risk of injury.

It saves much time and trouble to have boards and galley
slides numbered, and proofs of all jobs numbered by composi-
tors to correspond with boards they are on, or the galley slides
they are in. Don’t leave the quad and space boxes of job cases
invitingly open, or the job fiend will get in his work. Have
them plugged up in some manner, and you will find your space
cases and job fonts in much better condition. One of the great-
est labor-saving conveniences in the job room is a series of cards
hung up in each alley, each card containing the job lines of one
body, with their case number and location.

Very few country newspapers have sufficient type. Many
of them have three or four or a half-dozen different sizes of body
type—some different faces of same size body. No office can
afford this.  The time lost in assorting this type when mixed
—and mixed it is certain to be—and in changing from one case
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to another, and in scheming for enough type of one kind to
“set ¥ certain long articles, and so on, is immense, and will
finally amount to more than a font of suflicient size would cost.

The use of turpentine, in removing grease and color from
rubber blankets, is increasing to such an extent that we desire
to make a few suggestions as to its use and effect. The quantity
used should be as small as possible, and great carc taken that
it is thoroughly dried out before the blanket is used in printing.
Otherwise, as turpentine softens the rubber face, the blanket
wiii be injured by the pressure of the cylinder, causing wrinkles
to appear on the face. Iti1s preferable to clean the blanket after
work at night, thereby giving ample time for the turpentine to
dry out, rather than in the daytime when the press is in use,
We strongly recommend the use of ammonia as a substitute for
turpentine, and with less chance of damage to the blanket. The
ammonia should be diluted to about six to nine degrees strength

First Floor, Bookbinding Department.— “Varwick Bros. & Rutter, ‘T'oronto.

(18 degrees can be easily obta’ .ed and diluted with one or two
parts water) and after using  the blanket should be dusted
with powdered chalk or magr.esia.

EDITORIAL GUNNERY,

An editor should not be habitually firing his heaviest ammu-
nition in his editorial columns. His tone should be mild, but
positive and judicial, as the customary thing. Impress your
readers with the idea that you have plenty of reserve force—
that is, if you have. If you are continually sending keen
thrusts home or delivering trip-hammer blows, it exhausts both
yourself and your reader. Save your heaviest invectives for rare
and critical moments when they are requited. The public
respect the power of the man of large reserve force and
resources ; in lime, they lose their respect for the editor who
ranges his largest guns upon every little thing that floats across
his horizon. More than fill your post, if you can. If you can't,
get a smaller post.—New England Editor.
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NOTES HERE AND THERE.

OME of the best newspapers in Canada have begun to go
mad on headings. The craze, in its incipient forms, has
been manifest during the past year or two. Instead of reserv-
ing large type for exceptional events, we get them every day
now. The Unitet States-Spanish war excitement is responsible
for daily hystena in Canadian papers and all sorts of eccentri-
cities in the setting and arrangeinent of matter.

Perbaps it looks foolish to place one’s judgment in opposition
to some of the brightest news editors in the country, but I
cannot help thinking that the type-exaggerations now disfigur-
ing the pages of leading dailies are grotesque.  These numerous,
wild-eyed headings confuse the reader. The wording is often
a secondary consideration, so that the space is filled up. The
waste of valuable room is enormous. The public evince no
signs of appreciation.  The effort to sensationalize the press is
in the wrong direction. These are some of the objections that
occur to one in connection with the outbreak of the new disease.
Surely there is a recognized rule in the style of headings and
arrangement of news, and it is not a mere matter of opinion.
1f a paper has good news, intelligently arranged, sufficiently dis-
played, with a well-written heading, the surplus energy left after
attending to the essentials should be devoted to getting later
and better news than your rivals. But supposing the goal of
ambition becomes the presentation of news in an eccentric
form, where 1s the craze going to otop? A New York paper
used up the whole front page with headings recently. Another
used up two columns’ space with a heading of four words. Isthat
enterprise ? The English papeis ate not models, because they
neither display their news properly, nor give it a good heading.
But the United States papers go to the other extreme, and both
extremesare bad. That, at least, is my humole opinion.

»* * *

A good feature with Canadian dailies of late is the cutting
down of the House of Commons reports. Once upon a time
the party organs used to wade through columns of rubbish
simply because the politicians tatked it. We are getting to know
the politicians better and to appraise them at their true value.
‘The Ottawa Hansard will soon become, as The Congressional
Record bas already become at Washington, the sol: depository
of the aimless nounsense and vulgar abuse in which some poli:
tictans indulge. The other day the House of Commons was
the scene of a debate on whether ginger ale or beer formed the
staple at the midnight suppers of a few members! Such
episodes bring parhamentary bodies into contempt, and the press
can do good service in exposing the buffoons who ame chiefly
responsible.

* * *

The Canadian DPress Associution has again endorsed a
special cable service for Canada.  The cost will be too great
say some.  The present service is certainly very cheap. It is
also well in line with public opinion in the United States.  As
it is specially cabled and prepared for the market, it seems right
and proper that it should be acceptable to the Umted States
papers.  They have practically nointerest in : (1) The news of
the British possessions the world over; (2) the institutions and
legislation of Great Batain; (3) the party politics of England
and Scotland ;  (4) the affairs of Europe us they bear upon the
interests of the British Empire.  Only incidentally, not systema-

tically, do we get news of this kind. But arc the Canadian
people interested ?  Well, just try them.
* * *

It appears that the women journalists of London do not
write legibly. At least, so the proofreaders say. It is also
charged that not five out of ten know how to spell * ecstasy.”
These and other facts were raised at the recent dinner of the
London Association of Correctors of the Pres.. At this same,
meeting some pretty good mistakes of the priss were remem-
bered. One of the best was a slip that horrified Dean Stanley.
He was wnting of Jerusalem, under the pedantic name of Jerus,
and this is how the passage turned out: *We saw the setting
sun gilding the landscape as we topped the summit, and our
eyes were met by the glorious sight of Jones.” In Canada the
women journalists spell well, especially adjectives. In fact, the
worst spellers I have known on the Canadian press are men who
labored under the disadvantage of a university education.

* * *

If every copy of a newspaper is henceforth to pay postage
the free list will be more closely scrutinized. The lccal
exchanges, between papers in the same zone, will not be affected.
Some of the larger newspapers, like The Globe, Mail, Star, etc.,
the exchange lists of which are pretty extensive, may be
expected to curtail.  The effect all round can hardly fail to
diminish the number of exchange copies sent out.

Assuming this expectation to be correct, the question anses :
Will the curtailment of the number of exchanges be a wholly
unmixed evil? No one denies that 1t is convenient to have
exchanges, or that it is interesting to know what our contem-
poraries are saying. But the fact is that the freedom with which
newspapers exchange hasled to a certain amount of personality
in editorial tone which should be avoided. Editors carry on
controversies, good-humored or 1ll-tempered, as the case may be,
with their contemporaries, und the public seize on editonal
quarrels as one proof that the press is irresponsible, vindictive
and trivial.

1 think the general tendency of editonal controversy with
other papers is bad. It injures the prestige of the press.
While badinage or abuse may afford some amusement or exer-
cise to the editors’ wits, the practice becomes a nuisance. If
the abolition of the exchange lists would work a cure, I think
it would be cheap at the price. The way in which some
Canadian papers slander one another now 1s perfectly sickeniag.

C

THE DIVER WAS DROWNED.

A few days ago something got under the head gates of the
water-power for the Canada Paper Co.’s mills, at Windsor,
Que,, soas to prevent them from closing the gates. A diver,
named William Gilker, was sent from Montrea), and went
down to locate the trouble. After being down about twenty
minutes without giving any signal, the men attending the air
pump became alarmed, and sent word to the superintendent of
the mill.  Supt. Dooley at once wired to Montreal for another
diver. A\ special train was sent with four experienced di »rs,,
but before they reached Windsor the body was discovered and
taken out. It is thought he must have got fast between the
rafters and head gates, thus rendering him unable to give the
signal to regulate the air, nor could he be pulled out until too
late.
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WILL THE POSTAGE BILL PASS?

N idea prevails that the new bill imposing postage will not

be pressed this session of Parliament in 1ts present shape.

‘The measure has caused a great deal of discussion, and has

been criticized freely in the pressand out of it. The concensus
of opinion 1s rather unfavorable to the bill.

On the whole, there 1s no objection made to the principle of
gostage.  The publishers, as a body, contend, and rightly con-
tend, that there is no reason why newspapers should be carried
free any more than any other class of matter. There is a
strong feeling amongst publishers against being deadheads in
any respect. But the presenc conditions of publishing in
Canada, and the manner in which the Postmaster-General pro-
poses to apply the principle of postage are causing considerable
discontent and hostile criticism. The publishers of religious
papers have laid their views before the Minister, showing cor-
rectly that the competition of United States papers is severe,
while Canadian papers cannot, and do not compete with them,
in the United States. Thus, free carriage of these foreign
journals in Canada gives them a great advantage, although they
paypost .ratesin their own country. The same argument also
applic s trade papers. The latter’s chief competitors are in
the United States. Canadian trade journals are usually printed
on good paper, and weigh a good deal. Their publication will
become more expensive, while foreign competition will continue
to operate, and Canadian publishers of trade journals are said
to regard the imposition of postage as a serious matter for them.
In other words, the larger the paper, in size and circulation, the
heavier the charge. The lesser journals escape lightly.

But the most serious discrimination, and the one which
arouses the strongest opposition, 1s that of allowing free
postage in a radws of ten miles around a place of pub-
lication. This exempts a great many weckly journals. Those,
however, published in places along the secacoast or on
the shores of the lake, get only a partial benefit.  This exemp-
tion of weekly journals is not at their request.  There is no
evidence that they ever asked the Minister to pauperize them
with a special deadhead law in their interest.  The best weekly
journals in Canada are in as good a financial position relatively
as the big dailies with large outside circulations.  In fact, it is
just a question whether, year in and year out, a successful
weekly is not the best property in the country.  The bill, h. w-
ever, assumes that they should not be asked to pay postage, and
thas places them in the awkward position of being recipients of

—

Tue PRINTR AND PUBLISHER 9

Government favors which they have never sought.  Lree
delivery, in their own cities, for dailies is nominally included in
the bill, but for evening cditions this would be impossible, and
the morning deliveries would not be early enough.  If special
stafis were employed by the post office for this purpose the
cost would probably be large.

An interchange of views has taken place between the various
members of the Executive of the Canadian Press Association
as to whether the Executive should meet and consider the new
conditions likely to be created by the carrying out of the Post-
master-General’s new measnre. It was decided not to meet,
the recent meeting of the association at Ottawa having practi-
cally decided against taking any further action in regard to
postage.

WFSTERN PRESS ASSOCIATION.

The Western Canada Press Association have held two meet.
ings of late and have discussed some important matters. One
was the fixing of 2 mimmum price for advertisements, and the
schedule decided on will be observed by all the members of the
association. The schedule of prices for job work was also
drawnup. It appears that in the past much work has been
done at a loss, owing to excessive competition, and the necessity
of having a uniform minimum scale of prices had become
urgent.  The question of foreign advertising was discussed, and
an effort will be made 10 evolve a plan by which it can be beuter
contrelled.

1t is the intention of the association to hold an excursion
during the month of June. Theitinerary will probably include
Banff, Vancouver, Victoria, San Francisco, and three or four
interior points of interest between the Golden Gate and Chi-
cago, also St. Paul and Minneapolis.

At a special meeting, held April 8, the question of ready-
prints was discussed. It was determined to establish a co-
operative concern, comprised of members of the association,
for the purpose of furnishing ready-prints. The plan adopted
1s one which will endeavor to control all foreign advertising in
such a way as to give profits derived from this source to the
publisher.

TYPE MEASURE FREE.

The Toronto Type Foundry Co., Limited, of Toronto, are
supplying free to all printing offices ty pe measures. If you have
not received one, send and get one.

THE NORTHEY GAS AND GASOLINE ENGINE

And again on April 14, 1898 :

= In the Printing Office

Mr. E. F. Stephenson, of the Bracebridge Gazette, writes on August 14, 1897 :

0 In Py to vonr etter asking me e T likes? the Gasoline Fagine 1 parchase? foona yon, T aon clnd G be atde to sy
that Tam well plesoan] withs (8. X belleve 1t fullils to the Ietter all the promises vontattes] i vort destpiive witontar, sad
what mane sl I aay. I ean start §t o mn o ateat one mtnute, and i peads B of teadtendion niiernants”

<10 IV Lo your Ietler of the 2nd 10w, T have RAtIIRS to add tamy fesna P Uatinellnd, e Wyt B sy thal, with gieater
evgrrieher, Lamita w il please? with Ve Notthey Greedine Eoctie,  The Unidng eyjetioes ane bt @and saliefuton: ton
u< )

N ]

1L F. NTEPHYNNON, Proprictor RaasLrld o Gazetta:,

The originals of thease testimonials are on fyle at the]Northey Mfg. Cu.'s office, and may be scen at any time.
Our booklot tolls all about it. Writo for it.

NORTHEY MFG. CO., Limited, (Gas Engine bept. F) Toronto
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BRIEF NEWS OF THE MONTH.

ONTARIO,
ILGRESS & HEALY, publishers of The Brockville
Times, have dissolved partnership.  A. T. Wilgress is
continuing the business alone. Mr. Wilgress is one of the
most energetic and progressive men in Canadian journalism.

The Brantford Courier office is to be greatly improved and
enlarged by exterior decc ation and refitting inside.

Mr. F. Snetsinger, formerly news editor of The World, has
replaced Mr. Jackson on The Mailand Empire’s Parliamentary
staff, the latter devoting himself to Mr. Acton Burrows’ papers
in Toronto.

Rolla L. Crain, the enterprising Ottawa job printer, has just
put in a two revolution four roller Cottrell press he purchased
from the agents of the C. B. Cottrell & Sons Co., the Toronto
Type ¥oundry Co.

Mr. Asa Cronk, of Courtright, who until recently held the
position of Customs officer at that place, died a few days ago,
Mr. Cronk was at one time editor of The Wallaceburg Record,
and was well-known to Western Ontario newspapermen.

Mr. James Brierley, managing-director of The Montreal
Herald, was married at St. Thomas, April 10, to Miss Alice
Bosworth Gessage.  The marriage took place at St. Thomas'
church, Rev. Canon Hill officiating. Mr. Brierley has the
cordial good wishes of his journalistic contreres.

Mr. John A. Ewan, of The Globe’s editorial staff, has been
assigned to act as special correspondent of The TForonto Globe
during the Spanish-United States war. Mr. Ewan left for the
scene of his onerous duties before war broke out.  Mr. Chas.
N. Pirie has been sent on a similar mission for The News.

On Saturday afternoon, April g, the office of The Otillia News-
Letter and Canadian Workman, was almost totally destroyed by
fire.  The presses were running on the month’s issue of The
Canadian Workman at the time the fire broke out.  The press
and composing rooms werc gutted. The loss will probably
amount to several thousand dollars; covered by insurance.

QUEBEC PROVINCE.

Mr. Arthur Cote, formerly of the iocal staff of la Patrie,
has severed his connection with that paper.

It has been definitely decided that the first issue of La
Minerve, of Montreal, whose revival was referred to last month,
will appear on April 21, A quantity of new mechanical equip-
ment, including three monoline machines, has been purchased
by the new company.

The McGill Fortnightly, published by the undergraduates of
McGill College, Montreal, will shortly be changed to a wecekly.
The character of the paper will be altered also from a literary
publication to a newspaper devoted to college intelligence, com-
ments on sports and other current events, etc.

The Montreal branch of the Toronto Type Foundry Co.,
646 Craig strect, Montreal, have lately increased their stock of
type, printers’ material and machinery, and now carry in Mont-
teal a very complete stock.  Printers in Eastern Canada can
rely upon their orders being filled carcfully at the Montreal
brancn.

Mr. Clifiord Smiith, of The Montreal Witness, has been n
Toronto superintending the bringing out of the third edition of
his volume of short stores entitled * A Lover in Homespun,”
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published by William Briggs. He has about completed his
new npovel which will probably be produced by the Jerrolds, of
l.ondon, Eng.

Jobn Foley and P. A. Crossby have formed a partner-
ship, under the style of Foley & Co., to continue the business
of the defunct Dominion Type Foundry. Both gentlemen were
connected with the old business for a number of years, and are
well known to the craft in Canada. A card addressed to them,
at 780 Craig street, Montreal, will bring a revised price lish
which ihe firm are now issuing.

The Stenographers’ and Typewriters' Companion is the name
of 2 new monthly published in Montreal. As 1s title implies,
the paper is devoted to the interests of those who are engaged
in stenography. The initial number, issued at the beginning of
this month, contains much interesting material, including en-
gravings of the founders of the two great schools of shorthand,
Isaac Pitman and Andrew J. Graham. Mr. Robert Goltman is
the editor and proprietor.

THE MARITIME PROVINCES.

The Kentwille Chronicle has changed back from an8toa 4-
page form. .

In some towns in Nova Scotia newspaperdom seems to be
run mad. Never before has there been seen such keen comn-

The reproscntatives of PRINTER AND PUBLISHER belng con-
stantly in touch with Printers, Lithographcrs, Engravers, Publishers
and other concerna using Typo, Presses and Machinery of all kinds, in
all parts of Canada, sometlmes hear of bargains in new and second-
hand plant. Any reader who wishes to huy anything, at any time
should send a poatal card to the Montreal or Toronto oftices, when we
may be able to glve him & tip where tho oxactarticle e wants to buy

may be had.
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:
golored Poster Papers
golored .Cover Papers

We are making reductions
in all lines of colored papers. We carry
only well-made papers in regular lines that
can be repeated, an advantage that print-
ers can appreciate.

If you are without our sample book,
send for it.

Prompt shipment and careful attention
t0o LETTER ORDERS. l/

CANADA PAPER Co.

VIMITED

" TORONTO AND
MONTREAL *

Paper Makers and
Xavelopo Mannfacturers
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WE ARE NOW & &
SUCCESSFULLY WORKING THE
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The Effect of the Finest

% THE TORONTO
o6’ ENGRAVING CO.
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Lithograph Reproduced
In only Three Printings.
_Any Printer of Ability
Can Handle the Plates.

mmce 92 B ay Street. ) Write us for Samples.
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and Qurs .

Your paper should be sent to us regularly. We have constant calls for your local
news ; your editorial opinions, etc.

When we cut these clippings from your paper we always attach to the clipping the
name, address, and date of your paper. These clippings fo to capitalists, advertisers,
and persons looking for new mediums to place their advertising.

Again, we are constantly asked in regard to the advertising value of different pub-
lications, and to speak intelligently along this line we need your paper in our files.
We check and keep accurate record of the hundreds of papers received by us, and if
yours is not already on our list you should take advantage of our proposition.

This 15 2 cheap and satisfactory way for you to bring your paper before the best
class of possible clients.

MacLean’s Press Clipping
Department
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Dexter Folder
Company

Pearl River, N.Y.

Main Office and Factory

Highest Grade...

Q’aper Folding and Feeding Machinery
N

NEW YORK

97 Reade Street.

{~ CHICAGO

315 Dearborn Street.

petition. In the end the old adage will pr