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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

B, C.1095.]
Authorized Version,

|
1 Sam, 9. 1327, [Commit (o memory verses 15, 16.)

SN 15 Now the LORD had told Sam’u-el

_v“oa G 0'6/,/,‘ I,I;J:lns"ur a day before Saul came,

| 716 To-morrow about this time I

™. | will send thee a man out of the land

\ of Ben’ju-min, and thou shalt anoint

i him fo be captain over my people

Is'ra-¢l, that he may save my poople

L _'NG 5 out of t yand of the Phi lln}lmm:

for I have looked upon my pe »ple, because their cry is
come unto me.

17 And when Sam’u-¢l saw Saul, the Lorp said unto
him, Behold the mar: whom 1 spake to thee of ! this
same shall reign over my people.

18 fhen Saul drew near to Sam’u-el in the gate, and
sald, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's house s,

19 And Sam’usel answered Saul, and said, [ am the
geer : go up before me unto the high place; for yeshall
eat with me to-day, and to-morrow 1 will let thee go,
and will tell thee all that is in thine heart.

20 And as for thine asses that were lost three days
ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found.
And on whom i all the desire of Is'ra-el? Is it not on
thee, and on all thy father's house?

21 And Saul answered and said, Am not1a Ben'ja-
mite, of the smallest of the tribes of Is‘ra-el’ and my
family the least of all the families of the tribe of Ben’ja-
min? wherefore then speakest thou so to me?

22 And Sam’‘u-el took Saul and his servant, and
brought them into the rlor, and made them sit in the
chiefest place among them that were bidden, which
were about thirty persons.

23 And Sam’u-el sald unto the cook, Bring the portion
v;hll-h 1 gave, thee, of which [ said unto thee, Set it by
thea,

24 And the cook took up the shoulder, and that which
was upon it, and set it before Saul. And Sam’u-el said,
Behold that which is left ! set it before thee, and eat:
for unto this time hath it been kept for thee since [ said,
1 have invited the people. So Saul did eat with Sam’-
u-el that day.

95 And when they were come down from the high
place into the city, Sam’u-¢l communed with Saul upon
the top of the house.

20 And they arose early : and it came to pass, about
the spring of the day, that sam’u-¢el called Saul to the
top of the house, saying, Up, that I may send thee
away. And Saularose, and they went out both of them,
he and Sam’u-el, abroad.

97 And a< they were going down to the end of the
city, Sam’u-¢l sald to Saul, Bid the servant pass on be-
fore us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while,
that [ may show thee the word of God.

LESSON V. SAUL CHOSEN OF THE LORD.

(Aug. 4.
Revised Version,
15 Now the Lorb had revealed unto Sam'u<l a day
16 before Saul came, saying, To-morrow about this time
| I will send “hee aman out of the land of Ben’ja-min,
') and thou halt anoin bim to be prince over my peo-
| ple Israel, and he shall save my people out of the
1 band of the Phi-lis'tines : for 1 have looked upon my
117 people, because their cry is come unto me, And
when Sam’u-l saw Saul, the LORD sald unto him,
Behold the man of whom I spake to thee! this same
15 shall have authority over wy people.  Then Saul
| drew near to Sam‘u-l in the gate, and said, Tell me,
| 19 1 pray thee, where the seer’s house s, And sSam’ual
answered Saul, and said, 1 am the seer; go up be-
| fore me unto the high piace, for ye shall eat with me
| to<day: and in the morning I will let thee go, and
20 will tell thee all that is in thine heart. And as for
| (hine asses that were lost three days ago, set not
' thy mind on them; for they are found. And for
whom is all that is desirable in Is'ra<el? Is it not for
|21 thee, and for all thy father's house? And Saul
answered and said, Am not I a Ben Ja-mite, of the
smallest of the tribes of Is’ra-el? and my family the
Jeast of all the families of the tribe of Ben'la-min?
wherefore then speakest thou to me after this man-
22 per? And Sam’u-el took saul and his servant, and
brought them into the guestchamber, and made
them sit in the chiefest place, among them that were
23 bidden, which were about thirty persons, And Sam’-
u-el said unto the cook, Bring the portion which T
gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set it by thee.
24 And the cook took up the thigh, and that which was
upon it, and set it before Saul. And Sam’u-cl said,
Behold that which hath been reserved! set it beforo
thee and eat ; because unto the appointed time hath
it been kept for thee, for I said, 1 have invited the
people. 8o Saul did eat with Ssam’u-el that day.
25 And when they were come down from the high place
into the city, he communed with Saul upon the
house-top. And they arose early: and it came o
pass about the spring of the day, that Sam’n-el called
to Saul on the housetop, saying, Up, that I may send
thee away., And Sau ose, and they went out both

27 of them, he and Sam’u-l, abroad. As they were
» city, Sam'u-el said to

l going down at the end of t

&

Saul, Bid the servant pass on hefore us, (and he
passed on,) but stand thou still at this time, that I
may cause thee to hear the word of God.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

BY REV. MILTON 8. TERRY, D.D.

Introductory. From the persistent demand for a
king on the part of the Israelitish leaders, we now pass
to notice how the first King of Israel was designated for
the Kingdom and introduced to the prophet Samuel.
Saul, the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, is here
introduced to us and deseribed as **a choiee young man,
and a goodly : and there was not among the ¢hildren of
Israel a goodlier person than he: from ais shoulders and
upward he was higher than any of the people.” 1 Sam.
92

Verse 15, The Lord had told Samuel. The Hebrew
reads, ** Jehovah uncovered the ear of Samuel.” Thisis
an exquisite metaphor, suggesting the thought of one
person approaching another in a most confiding way, re-
moving the long locks of hair which fell over his ears,
«or perhaps a part of his turban, and whispering therein

+ GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.
| a secret word which he would not have any one else
| hear.

16. To-morrow about this time, Observe how
specific this revelation. 1 will send thee, God himself
is here represented as acting in human affairs and di-

| pecting the movements of men. Thou shalt anoint.
The king was thus to be consecrated and set apart as if
for a holy ofMee, like the priest. Hence his subsequent
designation as **the Lord's anointed,” Chap. 12. 53
|24, 6: 2 Sam. 1. 14, 16, Captain over my people,
Chieftain and military leader. The expression, ** my
| people, is one of affectionate endearment, Hand of
the Philistines. Although these enemies had been,
according to chap. 7. 13, subdued hefore Israel, yet, ao-
cording to the same verse, they seem to have sought to
| regain their power all the days of Samuel. They were

e o i
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& constant source of alarm. This fact, as well as the hos- 1 Ixrael is to be understood as that in which Israel would

tile approach of the king of Ammon (chap. 12, 12), led the
Israelites to call on Jehovah fui belp and to ask for a
Kking to fight their battles, Chaps. 13 and 14, and also 17
show how the Philistines were defeated under Saul
Their ery s come unto me.  Comp, Exod, 2, 2325,
Theery of Israel here has reference not only to their anx-
jous fears of the Philistines, but also to their numerous
oppressions from the heathen, of which we read so much
in the Book of Judges.
el saw. Literally this reads, ** And
!, and Jehovah answered him, Behold the
The seer was evidently looking for the man
of whom he had received the word related in verse 16,
It was about the time designated, and as if in answer to
his secret question when he saw Saul, he received a di-
vine inward assurance that this young man was the one,
shall reign.  Or pstrain,”  He shall bind and hold
the people fn a more restricted way than had been com-
mon all through the age of the judges, when *every
man did that which was right in his own eyes,"

1%, samuel in the gate. The Hebrew reads, *In
the midst of the gate ; ™ but it is better to follow the Sep-
tuagint version, which reads here as in verse 14, *The |
midst of the city,” For after Saul and the servant had |
entered into the midst of the city, as stated in verse 14,
it s unnatural to speak of meeting Samuel in the midst
of the gate, Where the seer's house. These words
have been supposed to imply that the city was Ramah,
gamuel’s home (comp. chap, 1. 193 7. 17), but they do not |
necessarily mean more than ap inquiry for the house
where the seer was to be found.  According to verse 12|
he had only arrived at this city that day in order to bless
a sacrifice of the people there: but Saul may have sup-
posed that he also had his home there.

i9. 1 am the seer. This form of direct confession
of himself reminds us of Jesus's words to the Samaritan
woman (John 4. 26), and to the man bora blind. John 9.
#7. It must have thrilled Saul with a measure of awe.
Go up before me. This, addressed to Saul, was a
mark of particular esteem, and suggests the pre-emi-
nence he would at once accord to the man who was
destined to be Israel's ruler. The high place. The
law ordained, and it was remembered in the days of
Joshua, that all burnt-offerings must be offered at one
common altar. Lev. 17, 3-9; Deut. 12. 5-14; Josh. 22,
20). But the habit of sacrificing in high places obtained
among the people. After Shiloh had been desolsted,
and the ark had been captured and placed at Kirjath-
jearim, there was no place recognized as having such
exclusive sanction as the law assumes. Wherever God
revealed himself, the place was recognized as suffl-
clently sacred to warrant the offering of sacrifices.
But the habit of sacrificing on high places became, as
the subsequent history of Israel shows, a source of man-
ifold evil to the nation, and was a constant temptatioi:
to idolatry. Ye sh eat. This includes Saul's serv-
ant, whereas the previous word, *go up before me,"

was for 8aul only. The offering of peace offerings was
the occasion of a joyful feast. Lev. 7. 11-16. To-mor-
row | will let thee go. He speaks with authority,
and when he adds, ! will tell thee all that is in thine
heart, he proclaims himself as Jehovah's prophet, in-
trusted with a revelation for Saul, and competent to re-
veal secret things of the heart.

20. Thine awses . they are found. This an-
nouncement must have impressed Saul with a convie-
tion that Samuel was indeed a great seer. All the de-
sire of el. These words of the seer were full of
significance, but not elearly understood by Saul, nor de-

1

take special delight and glory. The prophet’s words do
not mean that Saul bhad already become the popular
candidate for king, for the history that follows disproves
such a supposition, They mean, rather, that the seer
himself discerned in Saul the man who would first
answer Isruel's demand,  Thy father's house.  Saul's
elevation w royalty would honor his father's house us
well as his own person,  Hence Kish, Saul’s father, be-
came immortal in Israelitish history.

21 Hlest, . least. Called in Psa, 68, 27, * little
Benjumin.”  Benjamin was the youngest of Jacob's
sons, and the tribe had been almost annibilated by the
war deseribed in Judg. 2. We note here how modest
and humble Saul appears, when first hailed with words
so full of honor, It was Samuc!’s painful lot, at a later
day, to remind him of this, after his elevation had filed
him with pride and a disposition to break away from
the word of the Lord. Comp. chap. 15, 17, W' ere.
fore.  He does not yet comprehend the fullness of
meaning in the words of Samuel,

22, Parl The Hebrew word for this is elsewhere
translated ** chamber,” and here evidently means a
large hall or room contiguous to the high | lace where a
company of about thirt % could dine together,
The people who eame together for a feast of thanks-
giving were wont to divide themselves into companies
t eat the tlesh of the peace-offerings.  Them that
were bidden. Probably this jrroup that ate with Sam-
uel was composed of the principal citizens of the place
—elders of the city. Chiefest place. Rather, *at the
head of those who were bidden,"

23. Cook. The one who slaughtered and prepared
the animal for the feast. The same person had general
oversight of the meal, The portion which I gave
thee. Samuel, like a careful househelder, had given
specific orders about the meal beforehand, Set it by
thee. That is, set it aside as a reserved portion, This
portion, as appears from the next verse, was the
shoulder.

24. Took up. Or, “lifted up.” The word is used
in Lev, 2. 9; 4. 8 in a sacrificial sense, and here implies
that the shouilder was lifted up with formal ceremony,
as a heave-offering, before it was set before Saul,
Comp. Exod. 20, 27; Lev. 7. 32, The right shoulder was
given to the priest as his portion of the peace-offerings,
and as Samuel was the most distinguished person at this
feast and a priest, this portion was appropriately re-
served for him, He accordingly ordered it to be set be-
fore Saul as a token of honor. That which was upon
t. Such appurtenacces as usually were cut off with
the shoulder, Samuel said. The word *'Samuel ™ is
here supplied by the translators.  The words which fol-
low may have been spoken by the cook, but the whole
passage s obscure as it now stands in the Hebrew text,
and some think it is corrupt. The Septuagint reads,
* Because for a testimony has it been reserved for thee
apart from the rest; cut it up.”” The Vulgate: ' Be-
cause it was kept on purpose for thee when 1 invited the
people.” The Hebrew text reads, literally: **And he
said, Behold the reserved portion set before thee: eat,
for unto the appointed time it is kept for thee, saying,
the people I have called.” Whatever the precise import
of this language, it is evident, on the whole, that this
feast had been arranged for, and this portion reserved
with special reference to Saul as the one of whom Jehovah
had spoken to Samuel the day before. ver. 15,

25. From the high place into the city. Whence
it is implie | that the high place was outside of the city.
Communed with Saul. If this be the true reading,

signed to be understood at that time, The desire of | we may imagine the prophet drawing out the young

fite
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penjamite by conversation, and seeking to ascertain his
fitness to be king in Israel,  But eminent scholars prefer
pere the reading of the Septugaint, which is: **They
«pread u bed for Saul on the house, and he slept.” A

very slight change of the Hebrew allows this reading, |

and it avoids the awkwardness of saying," they arose
. and it eame to pass about the spring of the day,"
ete. 'The flat roofs of Oriental houses were places of com-
won resort, and also appropriate for sleeping. Comp.
Josh, 6, Often the roof was covered with an awning,
supported by posts.

26. And it enme to pass. 1f the words, they arose
early, be attached to what |nrwmh~t.u|u| rendered *und
he slept,” as we have shown above, this phrase naturally
Lopins the new verse. Abont the spring of the day.
rhe *going up of the day.” that s, as the morning
arose.  ** Samuel called Saul to the top.”  Rather,
« called unto Saul on the top of the house.”  This shows
that Saul had slept on the house-top, and confirms the
septuagint reading above given. Up, that 1 may send
thee. Or, * Arise, anc T will send thee,”  This was no
disrespect to his guest, hnt suggests the authority and
He and Samuel, abroad.
a guest forth

parnestness of the prophet.
It was a mark of respect to accompany
upon his way.

27. stand thou still a while. Hebrew, *And do
thou stand as the duy.”  An expression which implied

some matter of great fmportance about to be intro- |

dueed, | may show thee the word of God. That
word of God is recorded in the chapter fmmediately fol-
Jowing, and consisted of the anointing with oil, and

announcing several events that would oceur to him on

his homeward way.

In the foregoing notes we have noticed an unusual
pumber of instances where the text seems to have suf-
fered by transeription. It is well for our Bible students,
young and old, to become familiar with these facts, and
not lose sight of them. The Bible, like all other an-
cient books, has suffered some injuries by the ravages of
time, but notice how little these corruptions of the text
affect any lesson of importance.

In this lesson observe

1. The interworkings of divine Providence, How
God brings together those whom he would have meet,
and how the most trivial circumstances lead to most
fimportant consequences,

2. God is pleased to exalt the humble to positions of
influence and power.

3. The duties and proprieties of honorable hospitality.

An English Teacher's Notes on the
Liessons.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

A LADY who found herself one day in the streets ofa
strange place, without money and without friends, ex-
claimed to herself : “What a grand opportunity for
trusting the Lord ! " Her trust was not in vain, though

1 cannot remember now in what way the help she

needed came, But on what was this unwavering trust

based? Not merely on the knowledge that the Lord
was elose at hand and would care for her, but on the
assurance that he had already marked out the way be-
fore her and provided for every step, and that this (to
her) unexpected contingency had been already fully

prepared for.

And this very truth is taught us in the passage .. our
Here is a man whose search for his

lesson to-day.
father's lost property had been unavailing, and who
proposed returning home. A word

from his servant
had altered his plan, and he has come to Ramabh, the
residence of the prophet Samuel ; he 18 a stranger in the

| place, a passing traveler ; he has come not knowing
f whether the prophet he wishes to consult is at home or

not. Comp. chap. 7. 16, 17. At his first question on this
| point he receives (he information that he has arrived at
a fortunate moment, and that the person he secks is
| elose at hand, Samuel quickly appears, and at Saul's
| question introduces himself to this apparent stranger,

But Saul 1% really no stranger, for his coming has al-
| vendy been announced by God, and Samuel knows who

he is and what s in store for him,  Startling is the greet-

ing given to the modest Benjamite, who finds himself
treated as the most distinguished guest, the place of
honor being allotted to him at the sacrificial meal, And
when the best portion is set before him he finds it has
actually been reserved on purpose for his coming - the
servant (as seems probable—not Samuel, 34) specially
calling his attention to the cireumstance. And all this
| leading up t the fact that God had a kingdom and a
crown ready for him.
Nor was thisall,  Fora little farther on we find the
| 8pirit of the Lord coming upon Saul to endow him with
the wisdom and vigor ne Wdful to - his high office,

Chap, 10, 9, 10,
| Was this done entirely and
| Saul himself 7 Certainly not. In all that he prepared
| for sau) Gl remembered his people Israel, They had
willfully rejected the direct rule of Jehovah, and de-
manded a king to lead them * like the nations.”  And
such a King—after their own heart God gave them.
But he chose out the best man among all who answered
to this deseription. He chose one who, at the outset,
seemed every thing that could be desired from a human
| point of view, one endowed with filial piety (ver. 5, dil-
| igence (ver. 4, humility (chap. 10. 21, 22, patience

(chap. 10, 27), courage (chap. 11, 4 11, and generosity
| (chap. 11

In after days Saul deteriorated; his virtues, being
simply human, and not the outeome of divine grace,
'. faded away when exposed to the temptations of his

kingly state. Comp. Jumes 1. 11, But all the brilliancy
l of his first beginning showed that in truth God had
| taken thought for Israel. He had prepared the way,
both for &aul and for the people, and had they walked in
his way the reign would have turned out very differ-
ently.

80 now God has prepared a way for every one brought
up in the knowledge of him. Having made first perfect
preparation for the sinner’s need, by the gift of his own
son, by the precious blood of Jesus shed for sin, he
l has further made preparation for every thing that can

solely for the sake of

be required on the road heavenward, whether in spirit-
dal or in temporal matters. Just as all was ready be-
forehand for the chosen King of Israel, 80 1s all ready be-
forehand for the servant of God, young or old.  No mat-
ter where he finds himself, there the Lord has been be-
fore him. In the workshop, the college, in the oMee,
there God knows the way that he takes (Job 23, 10), and
has provided for every need that may arise, And the
same divine Wisdom by whom, as our Golden Text re-
| minds us, * Kings reign and princes decree justice,” is
| peady to guide every one who asks. James 1. b,

Cambridue Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
|'These notes are based on the Revised version.]
Few characters of Hebrew history have a deeper
human interest than gaul in the brilliant promise of his
» | first years and in the shadows which so soon envelop his
doomed life, He represents so vividly the self-reliance
of our human nature, nd the despair which clouds his

energies is the same disillusioning which comes on all

.
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men sooner or L er when they have tried to lean on their
own unaided powers. To an ordinary historian the de-
cadence of Saul would bave seemed insufliclently ac-
counted for, The prophetic writer sees deeper, and
shows by his example how self-will in comparative
trifles indicates the germs of moral ruin. In the lives of
David and Jonathan we read as a contrast the triumphs
of faith. And to complete the lesson history gives us
another Benjamite Saul, no hero of giant stature and
warrior might, who taught the divine secret, ** When 1
am weak, then am I strong."

VER. 15, Revealed (see margin). A vivid phrase which
denotes the raising of the hair or the turban in order to
whisper a secret, Saul, Hebrew, Shd'dl, * asked ;" it
would seem that like Samuel himself he was a child of
prayer. [n chap. 12. 13 there is a play upon his name,
after the common Hebrew fashion, VER. 16. Anoint.
The ofl of consecration was pre-eminently the mark of
the king, whose highest tit'e was ** Jehovah'sanointed "
(Hebrew, ** Messiah "), Leader (margin), A title suiting
an office mainly military. He shall save. For the ap-
parent inconsistency with chap. 7. 13 see note there,
** Looked upon the afMliction of my people" seems the
true reading, preserved by the LXX, Comp. Exod. 3.7,
Cry. Of anguish and of penitence ; it is the word used
in the pathetic scene of Gen. 27,34, VER. 17. This joins
on to ver, 14, the intervening clauses being parenthetic,
Answered (margin). The unspoken question of his
mind. Such “answering " is often recorded of Jesus,
for example, Mark 10, 51, ete. Authority. Denoting the
strong restraining power applied now to a people who
in the judges' days had done as they pleased. Judg. 21,
25, VER. 18, Gate. Bamuel was just going out of the
city to the height above, where the sacrifice was to bi
“blessed” by him. Saul's previous stay-at-home life
accounts for his not knowing the seer. VER. 19. Go up.
The verb is singular ; Saul was to go first, as a mark of
honor, AUl that is. He would reveal his inmost
thoughts as a sign of his prophetic insight. Doubtless
those thoughts were of his country’s woes, mingled with
a longing that his strong arm could strike one blow for
freedom. VER. 2. These words dismiss forever the
private interests and anxieties which had been Saul's
appointed lot hitherto, He was now called to a
momentous change of sphere. Remembering the
tragic failure that followed we can hardly repress
the question, Why did Jehovah choose him for
a work that was to ruin him? The answer lies
beyond our ken, but we must not forget that ** he
giveth greater grace' to men whose path s full of
temptation, and that the dangers of his temperament
were not created first by his elevation. The problem
which, after all, recurs with every case of moral failure
attains its greatest perplexity in Christ's choice of
Judas, See note on Mark 14. 20 (May 19). Three days.
That is, ** the day before yesterday." Mind. Literaily,
“heart;" *be not anxious.” Al that is desirable.
Compare Hag. 2,7, where the same familiar mistrans-
lation appears in the Authorized Version. Even if the
asses had been lost, all Israel's treasures were open to
the future king., VER. 21. Smallest. Compare the cen-
sus, Num, 1. 37,  After the massacre of Judg. 20, 46, the
title ** little Benjamin " became pre-eminently appropri-
ate. Family, Called the Matrites for Mattarites,
LXX.) in chap. 10. 21; but Bikrites is a plausible read-
ing in view of 1 Chron. 7. 6. Tribes of Benjamin
(margin). Unless the LXX. **tribe ™ is right the word
here must be loosely used for clans within a tribe, Note
Saul's unaffected modesty throughout the preliminaries
of his elevation, DiMidence of his uatried powers
swung into the opposite extreme of i uous self-

reliance when he had begun to feel his feet as a ruler,
VER. 22 Samuel makes no answer: the explanation
waits for the morrow. Guest-<chamber. In a house
upon the height where the sacrifices were held. The rest of
the people would feast outside. Chiefest place. Com-
pare Matt, 23, 6; Luku 14. 7. 8gq. Thirty. The LXX,
and Josephus say *‘sevent;,” and this number svits
Samuel’s purpose better, for N‘\I'I)l) men would typi’y
the whole aation, Comp. Exod. 24, 1. In verse 24 Sam-
uel says, ** 1 have invited the people.” VER. 23. Comp.
chap. 1. 4. VER. 24, Took wup. Kirkpatrick would
translate ** heaved,” that is, dedicated to Jehovah before
serving Saul with this, the priest's portion. Upon it. That
is, the kidney, as a delicacy. The words of Samuel that
follow present some difficulties which probably indicate
mistakes in copying, but the general meaning is clear,
Samuel had invited a representative assembly to meet
the king, for whose coming the feast must wait, and the
cholcest portion be reserved. VER. 25, The Hebrew
text is evidently unsound and the LXX. (see margin) in-
disputably right. Samuel's * communing "' with Saul
took place the next morning. Meanwhile Saul was left
to sleep upon the strange things he had witnessed,
The roof was the favorite place for sleeping in the hot
Syrian nights. VER. 26. Spring. Traveling generally
began at dawn, so as to avoid the midday heat. VER,
27, Going down at the end., This suggests that the
town was built on the slope, the **high place " lying
above and the general country below. And he passed
on, Perhaps a gloss, the LXX. omits, Stand still, A
not inapt picture of those pavses in the hurried journey-
ings of life when men wait for the still voice that is to
shape their future.

T'he Liesson Council,

Question 1. For what purpose was such a man as
Sawl chosen by the Lord for king of Israel?

Perhaps the purpose of God may be found in Saul's
physical strength nnd beauty. That they might be like
the surrounding nations, Israel demanded a king to go
before them in the day of battle, and God permitted
their desire, and through Samuel assisted the people in
making choice of a man, not after his heart, but after
their heart : a man like the kings of the other nations,
Dighty in stature, He was a choice young man; a
goodly young man ; in all Israel there was none good-
ller than he. He was most commanding in presence, for
**from his shoulders and upward he was higher than
any of the people.,”—Rev. William Faweett, D.D.,
Chicago, 1.

Neither faul nor any other king was God's original
cholee for Israel.  As a parent whose son will not re-
ceive a college training gives him a trade as the next
best qualification for his duties, so God gave Israel in
th2 tall and courageous Saul such a national hero as
that rude people would accept.  Besides, when chosen,
Saul had the possibilities of a noble character in him.
In prosperity Saul lost his obedience to God and so failed
to become that spiritual lewder of the nation which God
had wished him to be.—Rev, J. W, Bashford, Ph.D.,
Buffalo, N. Y.

1. Because of certain physical qualifications. Tall in
stature and of fine proportions, he would command
both respect and obedience, His type of manhood met
the popular ideal, and his stately presence and noble
bearing would greatly promote his influence with the
people. 2. He had besides some moral qualifications,
He was obedient to his father's command. He was

ing, and ted to the duty assigned him, He

[Aug. 4.
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was respectful to the prophet, and reverential in his ve- | to a great feast, and does not omit o eall his servant too,

liglous service, He was also very modest, and sought
to eseape from the honors that were offered him. 3. In
addition he had social qualifications. He came of a
goodly stock, His futher was not only & man of sub-
stance, but was a mighty warrior besides, nor was he a
stranger, but was of the tribe of Benjawin. In rank,
wealth, and lineage Saul had clains which few could
dispute. ‘These are possibly the three chief reasons why
saul was chosen.  And the purpose of God in this cholee |
is plain. They wanted a king, he gave them the best
e could find, but the visible Saul was & poor exchange |
for the invisible God.— Rev. J. Wedey Johnston, New
York city. 2

saul was chosen king of Israel for two reasons:
pecause of his fitness for the position, and to teach the
people a well-deserved lesson. To say that Saul was put
into an oMee for which he was unf't would be to attribute
alack of wisdom to God. The history shows that the
first king of Israel was by no means a faflure as a wili-
tary leader. The Israelites were given just such a King
as they themselves would have selected: head and
shoulders above the people; prepossessing in appear-
ance; one who would cast other rulers into the shade. He,
nowever, developid such glaring weaknesses that they
bitterly repented “aeir folly in demanding a change of
government,— Rev. William Eakins, Jersey City, N.J.

Liesson Word-Fictur..
BY REV. E. A RAND.

Whence that look of expectancy in the face of Samuel ? [
On his way to the high place he has an eager, W atehful |
Jook as if expecting to meet some one. Yes, God has i
said that this very day he will send Samuel the man who |
shail be Israel's king! Is it any wonder that the old |
prophet has such restless eyes, lllrnllu&ln every direction |
to see the Lord's elected one 7  How duxlous we are o |
get our first good look at any of earth’s noble ones,

ining our vision, ding on tip-toe, twisting the
neck! Of all the people in the highway, who will it be
that Samuel will know as king # This one ¥ that one 7 the
nextone? No! Butwho is the tall young man striding
along, with such a magnificent physique, sosymmetrical
in figure, the head so royally poised, the shoulders broad
and well thrown back, so energetic, while easy and
graceful in gait? What a contrast between him in his
young manhood, so opulent in its physical resources, and
this wrinkled seer whose strength must soon slip from
him! And Samuel? He hears that soundless voice of |

He makes them *sit in the chiefest place.” He
has a special dish laid down at that end of the table.

Something else happened. Another day has come, The
red flush of the dawn is in the sky. The great seer is
sending his guests away. The servant of Saul he bids
o forward, for Samuel has a message to deliver. The
two halt, and there in the stiliness, amid the dewy
freshness of the new day, Saul bows his head to recuive
the anointing oil, and Israel's first king is solemnly set
apart.

Blackboard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

SAUL SELECTED TO RULE
A KINGDOM.

OBEDIENCE

|0RD HELP ME TO RULE MY HEART.

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS, The outline of the heart,
r d; the crown, bright yellow: the word obedience,
white; the upper sentence, light blue, and the lower
one pink, or gray.

APPLICATION OF THE DESIGN. ‘The superintendent in
his review, having briefly brought out the main points
of the lesson, turns to the blackboard, and calls atten-
tion to the design. The heart and crown represent
my kingdom. God guides in all things, and calls
each one of us to the work he would have us to
do. He does not call on me to rule a kingdom, but
he does want me to rule my heart in righteousness,
Pray to God to guide your word thoughts, and acts,
that you may rule wisely and wear a crown of life,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

the Lord, ** Behold the man whom I spoke to thee of." | LESSON THOUGHT. Chosen of God,

That must be Israel's desire. And yet this king- |

Review, Call upon some child to tell about Samuel's

elect’s highest ambition at the present time is to find his | boyhood. Let another tell of his later life as prophet
father's asses. His servant is with him. Theyare gray | and judge of Israel. Show how a good, true boy is al-

with dust and weary with travel. He would find some
one who can set him on the track of those willful runa-
WAYS.

I will ask this old man,” he says, **if he can tell me
where I can find the seer, and he will tell me about my
father's agses."

| most sure to become a good, true man, Show a tender
i branch, If it is allowed to grow as God meant it to it
| will be straight; but if bent [illustrate] §t will grow
" erooked. Children are little trees in God's great garden.
Satan tries to bend them, God will keep them straight
if they trust him. Did Samuel grow stiaight or crooked ?

Hark! He has accosted Samuel. He asks where the | Recall the demand of Israel for a king. See if children
seer's house may be. What? This old man the great ! can tell why this was wrong.
seer? How stupid in the hunter of asses not to see |  God our Leader. Teach that God let the Israelites
something unusual about the old man! And what does | have a king, though he knew that their choice would
the great seer want? That the ass-hunter should be his | pring them trouble. God will not force us to do right.
guest? And what else does Samuel say ? He the Desire | e will show us the right, and try to lead us to choose
of Israel? For what? Why, he Is a Benjamite, and | jt, but if we refuse his way he will let us bear the con-
Benjamin is & little tribe, and his father's family a little | sequences of our unwise choice, though he will still be
one, the least in Benjamin! Is Samuel erazy, or does | our Father. God lets us learn lessons by our mistakes,
he take this hunter of asses to be a fool? He shows by | and even by our sins. Tell about Saul; desctibe him : &
his acts what he may think. He invites this ass-hunter ! tar?, fine-looking man, out with his servant to seek his

-
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father's asses, which had strayed away. God was lead-
ing Saul to samuel! He supposed he was looking for
the asses, but God was leading him to a kingdom. Tell
that Samuel did not know Saul, but God had told him
that he would send the future King of Isrnel to him.
Tell the story of their iueeting, and fmpress the the ught of
Giod's guidance in the least things,

Getting ready for the kingdom God chose Saul for
the kingdom, and he made him ready for it. Show an
acorn, or make picture of one on the board. Who made
this? Yes, God. Tell that a tree lies folded up in the
heart of an acorn,  If you use the board develop the oak
as you talk, showing how God gives the life, and then

sends the nourishment for it, as sun, earth, dew, rain,

ete.  Apply to Saul. God had given him the possibility
of being & good king. Now he sent his helps—the hol)
Spirit in his heart, Samuel, an earthly friend and teache

cireumstances all helping to nit him for his new |
duties. Apply again the lesson from the acorn to chil-
dren. God has made us to be Kings and priests in his |

heavenly kingdom., We have the life hidden away in us
which may lead to great power and usefulness and
goodness., God's Holy Spirit waits to come and live in
us to teach and guide. There are helpers all along the
way of life—parents, friends, teachers, pastors, What
excuse can we make if we do not come to our kingdom ?
@ Make a heart on the board.
| Print ** God ™ inside it. Over it
ERUVA Place a crown. Teach that all

will one day wear acrown in his
kingdom. Tell once again e
| simple story, Christ, our King,
| ** God manifest in the flesh,”
o ready to receive and bless every
child who comes to him !

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make the lesson story as vivid as possible. All the
light that can be obtained on pastoral customs and vil-
lage life should be liberally used. ... Divide your teachers
into committees. Let one or two make a sketch-map
on blackb »ura or paper. Let another turn biographer
and give the personnel of the lesson. A third might tell
the story, while all present ask questions, or add from
their stock of knowledge such facts as will make this in-
cident realistic to themselves and their scholars ...Cor-
rect the flagrant misunderstanding concealed under the
phrase ** providential interference,” as if God permitted
the world and its affairs to rush on according to ** nat-
ure's laws” until things became too bad, when he
stooped @Qown from heaven, his dwelling-place, and
“interfered.” There is no Bible teaching concerning
providence that does not assert or imply that God never

slumbers, never forgets, never withdraws his hand from |

the general management of earthly affairs. He respects
human free-will, but makes **all things work together
for good to them that love God." Have a free talk
01 providence.

References.  FREEMAN'S HAND-Book. Ver. 16:
Anointing the king, 346. Ver. 25: Sleeping on_the
house-top, 201, 464, Ver, 26: Early rising, 21 ...Fos-

'S CYCLOPEDI Prose, 2477, 2490, 2443, 2501, 2513,
A2, BAZ8-3442, HO03, B0O7, 0041, B053, B06H, 10104,
10105, 10749,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTI

The Lord’s King of lsrael.
. Ax Avrointep KiNe.

1 will send thee a man, v. 16,
A man....as a hiding-place.” Isa, 32, 2,

| who let God rule in their heart |

1. A Leaver,
Captain over my people. v. 16
“The captain of their salvation.” Heb, 2. 10,
11, A DELIVERER.
May save my people, v, 16,
 He shall save his people.” Matt. 1, 21,
IV. A Revearen Kine.
Behold the man, v. 17,
* Behold the Lamb of God.” John 1. 20-33,
V. A Desieen Kixe.
On whom ix all the desive ? v, 20,
“The desire of all nations.” Hag. 2.
VI. A Lowwry Kina,
Am not Ta Bengamite? v. 21,
*Thy King cometh meek,” Matt, 21,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Divine Providence,

1. There ix no such thing ax chanece.  Even without
| divine revelation it would be easy to disprove the pre-
| posterous theory of chance and accident,  Every event
| oecurring to-day bad its causes, large or small yester-
| day, which in their turn had their causes, and this pro-
cession of causes might be traced up to the days of
} Adam, and on the first day of creation, if only we had
| suMefent knowledge of details. The force of every
wave that ripples down the river, the tint of every leaf
| that beautifies the flower, the tone of our voices, the
| rapidity of our gestures, every thing, great and little, is
| dependent on other forces that have gone before,

®. Neither is there any such thing as fate. Withe
out the revelation of the Bible we might be led at times
| to suppose that we were the playthings of irresistible
| forces, and that, as some sects of Mohammedans teach, a
man is not responsible for his deeds, but is good or bad,
suceessful or a fallure, according to the decrees of fate,
But God's word pxalnly declares that every man is re-
sponsible for his acts, words, and thoughts.

3. God's providence asserts itself in all events,
When the Bible reveals personal responsibility, man’s
intuitions promptly respond to this revelation. Just as
clearly does the Bible reveal the blessed truth that the
impress of God's fingers is traceable in all human
events. So trifling an apparent accident as the loss of
Kish's asses is made the means of bringing the future
Kking to the prophet. No event in your life can be sepa-
rated from the providential guardianship and guidance
of God, There is a very incorrect and much-abused
statement in our common religious conversation,
* Providential interference.”

4. Pro-idence never interferes with free will. Saul
was providentially trained for the n narchy, and brought
to the front at the right time. adl circumstances har-
monized with God’s good plans, but Saul himself was
weak, vacillating, and perfidious. God never forces a
man to be good. God gives us golden opportunities,
but our free will may squander the best of them.

HOME READINGS.
M. Suul chosen of the Lord. 18am. 9. 15-20,
Tu.Saul chosen of the Lord. 18am. 9 21-27.
W. Character of Saul. 1 S8am. 9. 1-10.
Th.The king declared. 1 Sam. 10. 17-25,
F. Subjection to rulers, Rom. 13.1-
S. Honor dueto rulers. 1 Pet. 2, 11-20,
8., Mesgiah the King, Psa. 2.

GOLDEN TEXT.
By me kings reign and princes decree justice,
| Prov. 8. 15,
TIME.—1005 B. C.
ZPII.MTE.—qunﬂn (#) or some city in the land of
uph.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— God's government.




Aug. 4.]

235

70, Dominion Hymnal

Come, children, hail the Prince of Peacc
Obey the Saviour's call.

00, Dominion Hymnal.,

('onw'to the Saviour, make no delay ;
Here in his word he has shown us the way,

z

5. €7, Dominion Hymnal,
Only thee, my soul's Redeemer ?
Whom have 1 in heaven beside?

Who'll be the next?

My Shepherd's mighty aid.
My faith looks up to thee,
All the way,

He deth me.

Never alone,

If, on a quiet sea,

Yield not to temptation,
Child of a King.

sound the battle-cry.
March along toget

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. saul's Coming.
What had been t
king? 1 Sam, 8, 22, N
How did Samuel go about fullilling the people’s de-
sire?
While he waited what simple incident happened ?
1 sam. 9. 1-10.
What method of divine providence is thus illustrated ?
What does ver, 16 show conceruing the
untary actions of men?

» result of the people’s demand fora

|

ONS FOR INTERMEDIATE sSCHOLA s
1. Ka Coming, vs, 15, 16,
Who told Samuel of Saul's coming ¥
To what tribe did Saul belong ?
To what office was S8amuel to anoint him?
For what work had the Lord chosen him ?
Why had he been thus chosen®
Saul's Visit, vs. 17-25,
What message came to Samuel when he saw Saul?
What question did Saul ask*
What invitation did Samuel give in reply ¥
What did he say about some lost animals ?
What about Saul and bis father's house ?
What was Saul's modest reply*
What honor was shown to Saul at the feast?
What command was given toa servant ?
Wi _ﬂ-nlun " was the shoulder of the sacrifice?

Lev. 43,

Before whom was the meat set?

What did Samuel say to his guest ?
3. Saul's Departure, vs, 26, 27.

What interview occurred on a house-top?

\\'lml early summons did Suul receive?

Where did Samuel and Saul then go?

What was Saul told to do¥

What says the Golden Text about the authority of
kings®

‘Teachings of the Lesson,

| From what in this lesson may we learn—-

so-called vol- |

What is the wnmurlnl doctrine concerning all God's |

ways with men?  Acts 15, 18,
2. Saul's Visit,

How soon did S8amuel recognize in Saul God's chosen
one?

For what purpose did Saul say he had come ?

How did Samuel prove his assertion concerning him- {

self that he was the seer?

How would this pvvpa:n- Saul for the next communi- |

cation he was to receive

What seems to have
fested in this first interview ?

What means did Samuel take to make the chief citi-
zens acquainted with Sanl?

What impression would his ’penunnal appearance nat-
urally produce 78 1 8am, 10, 23,
3. suul’s Departure,

‘What means did Samuel take to still further impress
Saul with the responsibility that was coming to him'*

How did they separate ? ver. 18

Why was the servant bid to pass on ?

What ceremony next took place ? chap. 10. 1.

What new proof did Samuel FI\'e to 8aul that his words
were authoritative ? chap. 10, 2-6.

What word spoken by Daniel was here first exempli-
fled in Isruel's history 7 Dan. 2, 21.

Practical Teachings,

Here is taught God's complete direction of the affairs
of men.

Here is taught how trivial things often are God's
means for shaping great results,

Here is shown an obedient servant of God willingly
« hz;mlnu another to supersede him in power because God
bade him,

Here is tanght life's oft-repeated lesson :
what a day may bring forth,

we know not

Hints for Home Study.

1. Read all of chaps. 9 and 10.

2. Can you think of any reason why the tribe of Ben-
jamin should be chosen to furnish the first King 7

3. Can you find any political necessity hinted at in ver.
16 that caused the desire for a King ?

4. What customs of society of the day are alluded to in
ver. 18, *Samuel in the gate: ' ver. 19, ** Go before me
1o the high place; " ver. 25, ** The topof the house,” and
any other Orientalisms ?

4
been Saul’s character as mani- |

|
|

1. That government Is ordained of God 7

That civil rulers are his servants ¥

3. That we ought to honor those in authority®
Home Work for Young Bereans,

Learn what three signs of his call to be kKing Samuel
gave to Saul.

Learn where and how the public selection of a king
was made,

Learn what deliverance was effected by Saul which
turned the hearts of the peop'e to him,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Who was Saul? The son of Kish,
Of what tribe was he? ‘The tribe of Benjamin,
How is he deseribed ¥ Aw a choice young man,
What was Saul sent out to do? To seek his father's
a

..
Whom did the servant want bim to see? The
prophet Bamuel.
Where did Samuel live? At Ramah,
What had God told Samuel’r That Saul was com-

ng.
What did_Samuel understand? That Saul was
chosen by God to be King.
What did Samuel show toward Saul? Great honor.
How should we treat the Lord's chosen ones? With
love and respect,
To what did S8amuel invite Saul? To a f
Where did he seat him? In the highest place.
What did he give him to eat? The cholcest food.
What did he tell Saul? Of God’s cholee.
What honor does God show to us? He chooses us,
What will he make us? Kings and priests,
What have we to do? Tochoose God,

Words with Little People,
God chose Saul to be king of Israel.
God chooses me to be one of his sain
Little children may be little saints,
pleasing God in all things,

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.)

1. What was the cause of Saul's coming to Samuel?
The Lord sent him,

2. How did Samuel know that Saul was Kking?
“ The Lord #1id, Behold the man.”

3. What did Samuel tell him of his future? Israel
would seek him for king,

4. What did Samuel do to Saul before they parted?
Anointed him, and kissed him,

5. What is the doctrine concerning kings which our
(iolden Text teaches? * By me Kings re gn,” ete,

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

85. What more do we learn concerning God?

That He is holy and righteous, faithful and true,
gracious and merciful,

36. What do you mean by the omnipresence of God?
That God is everywhere.

s,
loving, minding,
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B.C.1093.)

[ Commit to memory verses 14, 15.]
’l 1 And Sam‘u el said unto all Is
{{ ra-el, Behold, I have hearkened unto
“{ your voice in all that ye said unto me,
t and have made a king over you.
! 2 And now, behold, the king w
11| eth before you: )
uny heudmi: nd, behold, my souns
yi| @re with you: and I have wialked be-
i tore you from my childhood unto this
day.
3 Behold, here I am ; witness against me before the
Logn, und before his anointed: whose ox have [ taken*

m. 12, 1-15.
Wil

or whoseass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? |

whom have I oppressed? or of whose hand have I re-
ceived any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and !
will restore it you.

4 And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor op-
pressed ue, neither hast thou tuken aught of any man's
wund

5 And he said unto them, The Lomp is witness
against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that

ye have not found aught in my hand. And they an-
swered, Je is witness,

6 And Sam’u-el said unto the people, J¢ is the Lorn
that advanced Mo’ses and Aa’ron, and that brought
your futhers up out of the land of E’gypt. |

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with
you before the Lorp of all the righteous acts of the

ORD, which he did to you and tv your fathers.

8 When Ja’cob was come into E’gypt, and your
fathers cried unto the Lorp, then the LORD sent Mo/ses
and Aa’ron, which brought forth your fathers out of
E’gypt, and made them dwell in this place.

9 And when they forgat the Lorp their God, he sold
them into the hand of Sis’e-ra, captain of the host of |
Ha’zor, and inte the hand of the Phi-lis’tines, and into |
tge hand of the king of Mo/ab, and they fought against

them.

10 And they cried unto the Lorp, and said, We have |
sinned, because we have forsaken the Loup, and have
served Ba‘al-im and Ash’ta-roth; but now deliver us
out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee.

11 And the Lorp sent Je-rut/ba-al, and Be’dan, and
Jeph’thah, and Sam’u-el, and delivered you out of the
hand of your enemies on.every side, and ye dwelt safe,

12 And when ye saw that Na’hash the king of the
children of Am/mon came against you, ye =aid unto me,
Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the Lorp
your God was your king.

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have
chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the
Lorp hath set a king over you.

14 If ye will fear the Lorp, aud serve him, and obey
his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of
the Lorp ; then shall both ye and also the king that
(r’ei;;nelh over you continue following the Lorp your
1od:

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lorp, but
rebel against the commandment of the Lorp; then
shall the hand of the Lorp be aguinst you, as it was
against your fathers.

EXPOSITOR
‘lnlmdurlory. The two chapters intervening I»l
tween the last lesson and the present inform us of the

~[Aug. 11,

LESSON VI. SAMUEL'S FAREWELL ADDRESS, [Aug. 11,
Authorized Version.

| Revised Version,
1 And Sam’u-el said unto all Is’ra-<el, Behold, I hayve
hearkened unto your voice in all that ye said unt,
2 m., and have made a king over you. And now, he-
hold, the king walketh before you : and I am old ang
gray-headed ; and, behold, my sons are with you:
and I have walkéd before you from my youth uut,
3 this day. Here I am: witness against me before the
Lorp, and before his anointed : whose ox have |
taken 7 or whose ass have I taken? or whom have |
defrauded ? whom have I oppressed ? or of whose
hand have I taken a ransom to blind my eyes there.
4 with? and I will restore it you. And they said,
| Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us,
| neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand,
5 And he said unto them, The LORD is witness against
you, and his anointed is witness this day, that ye
have not found aught in my hand. And they said,
6 He is witness,  And Sam’u-el said unto the people,
It is the Lorp that appointed Mos’es and Aa’ron, and
that brought your fathers up out of the land of
7 E’gypt. Now therefore stand still, that I may plead
with you before the LORD concerning all the right.
eous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to
8 your fathers, When Ja’cob was come into E’gypt,
and your fathers cried unto the LORD, then the Lorp
sent Mo’ses and Aa‘ron, who brought forth your
fathers out of E’gypt, and made them to dwell in
9 this place. But they forgat the LorD their God,
“and he sold them into the hand of Sis’er-a, captain of
the host of Ha’zor, and into the hand of the Phi-lis’-
tines, and into the hand of the King of Mo'ab, and
10 they fought against them. And they eried unto the
LORD, and said, We have sinned, because we have
forsaken the LORD, and have served the Ba’al-im and
the Ash’ta-roth: but now deliver us out of the hand
11 of our enemies, and we will serve thee. And the
Lorp sent Je-rub/ba-al, and Be’dan, and Jeph’thah,
and Sam’u-el, and delivered you out of the hand of
your enemies on every side, and ye dwelled in safety.
12 And when ye saw that Na‘'hash the king of the
children of Am’mon came against you, ye said unto
me, Nay, but a king shall reign over us: when the
13 Lorp your God was your king. Now therefore be-
hold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye
have asked for: and, behold, the IHrD hath set a
14 king over you. If ye will fear the LORD, and serve
him, and hearken unto his voice, and not rebel
against the commandment of the LORD, and both ye
and also the king that reigneth over you be followers
15 of the Lorp your God, well: vut if ye will not
hearken unto the voice of the LORD, but rebel against
the commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand
of the LORD be against you, as it was against your

fathers,

|

'

V¥ NOTES.

did not look upon him with favor; but after the victory
over the Ammonites, all envious tongues were silenced,

events which befell S8aul on his return ; of his prophesy- and he was formally recognized as king. When the
ing and the sensation which it produced and the | hearts of all the people were thas won for the new king,
proverb it occasioned ; of the great assembly called by | and the great gathering at Gilgal celebrated his eleva-
Samuel at Mizpeh, and the public election of Saul ns\ tion to the throne, it seemed a most appropriate oc-
king; of the first battle and victory of the new King, | casion for the prophet Samuel to make his farewell ad-
and the consequent popularity and honor which he re- | dress

ceived. In that hour of national triumph Samuel us-‘ Verse 1. All Israel. These words are to be under-
sembled the people at Gilgal, the ancient sacred camp- ! stood of the representatives of the nation assembled at
ing ground of Israel, where, after the long exile in the | Gilgal. The elders who had first made the demand for
wilderness, the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. | a king (comp. chap. & 4) and the captains of the army
Comp. Josh. 5. 2-9. There, it seemed eminently | would have represented all the people. 1 have heark.
proper to recognize their new leader. At the assembly | ened. Here he refers to the demand made by these

«called at Mizpeh Saul had only been designated as ' same elders inchap. 8. 5. Compare verses 7, 9, 22 of the

chosex of the Lord to be king, and there were some who | same chapter. Have made a king over you. Sam-
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uel had first privately anointed Saul (chap. 10, 1), then
had him publicly chosen at Mizpeh (10, 17-24), and at
Jast triumphantly set apart amid the rejoicing of the
people at Gilgal (11, 14, 15). 8o he might well speak as
if he had himself made Saul king.

2. Behold the king walketh before you. In all
the pride and glory of a victorious general. | am old
and gray-headed. Pathetic contrast with the young

king. The old prophet, who had seen his youth of |

honor and power in Israel, and his middle life of still
wmore commanding influence, s old and gray-headed
now, and soou to pass off the stage of action. My sons
are with you. They had been condemned by the
elders as not walking in the ways of their father (chap.
. 5), and therefore unfit to be rulers, Samuel now sug-
gests that they are'* with them ; "' that is, in their hands,
and at their disposal, to be treated as they and the king
might deem proper, My childhood. This allusion
adds a notable touch of pathos to the prophet’s words,

3. Here am 1. Language of bold, conscious inno-
cence, Witness, Or, “answer with me.” Before
the Lord and before his anointed. Observe this
assoclation of Jehovah and the king, and compare the
language of Psa. 2. 2. The king is thus conceived as
(God's chosen and anointed one, and therefore a kind of
sacred person. Or.. . These are named, as in the
decalogue (Exod, 20, 17), as representing the most val-
uable property of a pastoral and agricultural people,
Comp. Num. 16, 15, Defraunded ... oppressed. In
all his private life and in his public and official work he
pleads innocence of wrong. Bribe. The word means
*eover,” and well represents the idea of a bribe as a
gift paid to the judge to cover the guilt of the offender
and save him from deserved punishment. Comp. Exod.
2. 8: Deut. 16, 19,  'To blind mine eyes therewith,
Here the thought of covering the eyes of a judge is still
further presented. Compare the act and language of
Jacob when preparing to meet Esau. Gen. 32, 2.  The
purpose of a bribe is to cover the eyes of the executioner
of law that he will not see and punish the erime. The
Septuagint here reads the Hebrew text with a small vari-
ation of letters so as to translate : ** From whose hand
have I received an expiation and a pair of shoes?
Answer against me and I will restore to you." Comp.
Amos. 2,63 8. 6,

4. Thou hast not, This answer of the people was a

conspicuous vindication of Samuel from all the forms of |

evil which he had suggested.

5. He is witness. They not only answered, as in
the previous verse, that Samuel was personally and as a
judge without blame, but here they confirm that testi-
mony by a solemn oath before God and the king.

6. And Samuel said. Verses 1-5 contain Samuel's
vindication of himself against all charges of unjust or
partizan administration; the next eight verses are a
short review of the history of Israel from the time of
the exodus until they had chosen their king. Ad-
vanced Moses, Literally, * made Moses and Aaron.”
Jehovah appointed them to their office and work, and
guided and upheld them during the wonderful march of
Israel out of the land of Egypt. That exodus was a
most memorable period of the national history, and was
frequently appealed to by the prophets as the great wit-
ness of Jehovah's love for Israel.

7. Stand still,  Or, * Take your stand ;" that is, in
the attitude of persons brought into a court of justice.
That | may reason with you. The word thus trans-
lated here also further suggests the formal pleadings in
a court.  Samuel pleads Jehovah's cause before them by

ppealing to all the righ acts which Jehovah had
wrought among them and their fathers,

S, When Jacob was come into Egypt and your
fathers cried. Observe the short and comprehensive
way in which the memorable history is glanced at.
Samuel did not stop to narrate the details of such a fa-
miliar story, Sent Moses and Aaron, As fully nar-
rated in Exod. 4,

9. They forgat the Lgrd. This they did repeatedly
and often, The history of the Israelites is most extraor-
| dinary, if studied in the light of its numerous rebellions
| against God. Seold them into the hand of Sisera.
See Judg. 4. 2, where it is stated that Sisera was captain
of the host of Jabin, a Canaanite chief who reigned in
Hazor, in northern Palestine, Hand of the Philts-
tines. The reference is doubtless to that long oppres-
sion of forty years mentioned in Judg. 13. 1 from which
they had been set free at the prayers of Samuel, as re-
corded in chap. 7. 7-14. Hand of the king of Moah.
Namely, Eglon, as recorded in Judg. 3. 12-14. They
fought against them. The enemies of Israel fought
victorfously against them, for God gave them over to
bitter punishment for their sins.

10, They cried. Comp. these words as employed in
Judg. 3. 9, 15; 4. 3: 6. 7; 10, 10, especially the last pas-
sage, from which this verse seems to have been copied,
Sinned .. forsaken ... served, These three verbsare
comprehensive, the two last specifying more directly
what is confessed in the first. In forsaking Jehovah
they inevitably went after some other deity. On Baalim
and Ashtaroth see the notes on 1 8am. 7. 3, 4 in the
third lesson of this quarter. We will serve thee.
Such promises were repeatedly made and as often for-
gotten or violated,

11, Sent Jernbbaal. Who is alsoknown as Gideon,
and whose victory over the Midianites is recorded
in Judg. 7. Bedan. This s probably a corrupt
reading for * Barak,"” which appears in the Septuagint,
Syriac, and Arable versions. Barak's history is cele-
brated in Judg. 4. and 5. Jephthah. Whose history is
given in Judg. 11. Samuel. Inasmuch as the most
signal defeat of the Philistines was brought about
through the ageney of Samuel (see chap. 7. 13) it need
not seem strange that this prophet should have thus
named himself among the great deliverers of Israel,
Some interpreters, however, are of opinion that ** Sam-
son** should be read here instead of *‘Samuel.” Ye
dwelled safe.  After such signal deliverances the peo-
ple were wont to settle down into a sense of security,
and this in turn seemed ever to prepare the way for
careless neglect of the ways of the Lord,
| 12, When ye saw that Nahash, According to
| ehap. 11, 1-7 it would appear that Israel’s demand for a

King and the choice of S8aul had taken place before the
| invasion of the Ammonites under King Nahash. This
may have heen true, and yet such a threatened invasion
may also have prompted the elders to ask for a king,
The Lord your God was your king. Thus the prophet
aims to impress on them a sense of ingratitude for Je-
hovah’s great mercies, and make them see that such an
| appeal for a king as they had made was virtually a re-
| jection of Jehovah as king of Israel,

13. Behold.., behold. Observe how vividly the matter
is portrayed before them. These two exclamations di-
rect attention to the two sources from which their King
derived his authority. On the one hand he says, Ye see
whom ye have chosen, whom ye have desired, or
**asked for; "' on the other, know that he isalso Jehovah's
gift, the Lord hath set a king over you. Though
their almost riotous demand for a king had been like a
| casting off of Jehovah, yet, in his good-
‘ ness, he had given them a king such' as they had’

asked for,

P S N T s
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14, 15, If ye will fear .. if ye will not obey. In
these two verses we have in substance the burden of all
prophecy, and, indeed, of the law as well. The weal or
woe of God's people depends upon their fidelity to his
commandments.

In the study of this lesson note

1 How much of God's revelation to man centers in the
great persons of sacred history, as Samuel, Saul, Moses,

Aaron, Jerubbaal, Jephthah.

2. The incaleulable value of a clean record, especially
when the man is entrusted with a public office,

All the law and the prophets pend upon a loving
loyalty to God and man. Comp. Matt, 22, 40,

2

English Teacher's Notes.

1 knew a lady once who was so particular about a
i » of work that she was never satisfled with any
thing she did. Before the thing was half finished she
would be sure to discover some flaw in it, and cast it
uside. Many people are just as exacting with the work
of others; for one little failure they will reject it. I
knew a lady very hard to please ; said a girl to me once
whout her, * When I take her a French exercise she
rubs it out if the writing is not copper-plate,
bhoy was taken for a pleasant walk. ** How did you enjoy
yourself 7" was asked him on his return; but his
youthful requirements had not been fully met, and he
replied in a deprecating tone, * Pretty well." Man
who fails $» constantly is yet naturally impatient of
failure,

With God it is just the contrary. When ** through one
man sin entered into the world™ which he had made
*very good,” and his perfect work was marred, did he
give itup? Noj; he then began to unroll his wondrous
plan of mercy for the restoration of lost sinners—his
wondrous provision for failure,

And so it was, over and over again in the history of
Israel. One of these epochs, when an utter failure on
the part of the chosen people was met by the wonderful

ure? N for this wayward people there was still
promise—for the marred work still a future, ver. 14
Together with the distinet warnings to that individua
generation came later the most emphatie assurance thu
“the Lord will not forsake his people for his grea
name's sake," ver, 22,

Here is encouragement for the erring and failing
now. The false step once taken, the wayward choice
onee made cannot always be recalled.  And man will
not always forgive these things.  But God comes down
to the erring one just where he is and offers, not simply
a future forgiveness, but a pardon now—without delay

| in the name of the crucified One, The lost position muy

A little |

not be altogether recoverable, but the me of God
and the promise of God are, as our Golden Text re-
minds us, for all who will accept it, and serve him in
** truth ** who has done such great things for them.

Cambridge Notes.

King Saul had justified the divine election by an in-
spired exploit, the splendid relief of Jabesh, gratefully
remembered in darker days to come. Chap. 31, end,
Samuel seized the moment of the people’s enthusiasm,
and called them to Gilgal, near Jericho. whose ancient
associations (Josh. 2, 100 and remoteness from the
Philistines made it almost the capital of the land. See
notes Josh. 4. 19, Oct. 21, 1888, aud chap. 7. 16, July 21,

E

| There he solemnly anointed Saul king (chap. 11, 15:

forbearance and mercy of God, we have been consider- |

ing in the last two lessons, and it is brought once more
before us to-day in the farewell address of Samuel.
Israel had failed, and without any just reason. They
had broken away from the direct government of God.
And why? This matter Samuel tests in his address.
There is a negative and a positive side to the answer.
For the negative side he refers to himself and his own
rule over the people as the divinely appointed judge.
Had he misused his authority? Had he taken advan-
tage of his position for any interest of his own? Was
there any accusation they could bring against him?
There was none. But turning to the positive side he
leaves himself out of sight altogether. He had been
used of God in a marvelous way to deliver them from
the Philistine yoke and restore them to prosperity.
But though his own name comes in among a list of
others sent by God, it is of the Lord's doings only that he
speaks. He reasons of the * righteous acts of the Lord™
wer. 7, referring to the redemption from Egypt, and
their deliverance from the many enemies round about
their land, under whose rule, on account of their sins,
they had fallen for a time. The record is all of Israel's
sinand the merciful deliverances of Jehovah, There-

fore their rejection of him as their king was the most |

flagrant and base ingratitude.

The fal
done, The)
nations,” and one of their most glorious peculiarities

was gone, But did he who had led them so far give |

pp they had taken could not now be un- |
v had a king to judge them ‘‘like the |

LXX and Josephus; eomp. the triple anointing of
David), and delivered a prophetic retrospect bringing
out the past mercies of Jehovah, and the people’s re-
bellious ingratitude, a strain familiar with prophets of
every period in the Jewish Church, as Moses (Gen. 32),
the psalmist of the exile (Psa. 106), and Stephen. Acts7.
He would justify the pure theocraey to the new age that
sought an earthlier ideal.

VER. 1. Comp. chap. 8. 7. VER. 2. T am old. The
sense 18 not very clear, and we should perhaps make o
slight change, reading, "I am old and my sons are
judges with you ;" an illustration of the length of the
public life which he is vindicating. If we keep the text,
the mention of his sons must still serve the same pur-
pose, which appears also in the last clause. Kirkpatrick's
suggestion, that Samuel delicately alludes to the two
reasons alleged in chap, 8. 5 for asking a King, hardly
suits the context. Walked before, Note the repetition.
The king was entering on that life of pitiless publicity
which had been Samuel's ever since the vision at 8hiloh,
Would he stand the ordeal ?  VER. 3. This fearless chal-
lenge reminds us of one more wonderful still, addressed
to foes, and covering the whole range of public and pri-
vate life (John 8, 46); we have already noticed one other
point of contact between the prophet and the Christ,
Chap. 2. 26; Luke 2, 52. Samuel is perhaps the most
perfect example of consecrated humanity offered by the
Seriptures of the old covenant, and the ** white flower of
his blameless life " prepared men for the sight of yet
more perfect blossoms from the garden of God. Before,
Jehovah and the newly anointed King, his representa-
tive on earth, should judge and the people become
accusers, In ver. 7the trial metaphor is kept up, but
now Samuel is the accuser, and the accused stand
there, the thoughtless, ungrateful mob who had denied
their king. Or .. ass. Asin Exod. 20, 17 the natural
type of property in general among a pastoral people.
Ransom. The word is not that of chap. 8. 3, and
Samuel does not seemn to be suggesting any con-
trast between himself and his sons. It denotes the
fines paid to atone for injuries done. The history of

them up now on account of this most tremendous fail- | the word is indeed that of the developme: 't of the cone
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ception of atonement.  Giross offenders against the law
would often try to induce Samuel to permit a ransom
where no such alternative was provided. The clause
which follows in the text of the Hebrew and Rev, Ver. is
much like Exod. 23,85 Deut. 16, 19, from which it seems
1 have been taken.The LXX., supported by the translator
of Eeclesiasticus (48, 19), has clearly the right reading, Se¢
margin, ** A pair of sandals "' was a proverbial phrase
for thesmallest trifle. See Amos 2. 6 8.6, VER. 4. Op-
pressed, Theexpressive word of the X. recurs in Acts
10, 3% and James 2, 6, VER. 6, [t is. That i, ** Jehovah
is witness, who,” ete. A ppoiated. Literally, * made,”
as in the quotation Heb, 3. 2. VER. T. Righteous acts,
Jehovah's faithfulness to his covenant, both in its bless-
ings and its punishments for the people’s transgressions
against it. Comp. Judg. 5. 11. VER. 8. The two first
clauses are compendious, and the acdition of the LXX.,
v uand the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers

.00 s not really needed. VER. 9. Sold. Spurning
their sonship, they are treated like slaves, The phrase,
correlative of ** redeem,” is common in Judges (2, 14,
ete.). The three typical oppressors stand for the whole
serfes, Sisera. Judg. 4. 5. Hazor was west of Lake
Merom. Philistines. Judg. 3. 31; 10, 75 13. 1. Moab-
ites, Judg. 8. 12, 8qq.

land of their own, but even there sin destroyed free-
dom. The verse is so much like Judg. 10. 10 that we
must assume a common source. The Baalim, ete.
See notes, chap. 7. 3, 4. VER. 11. The four typical
Judges are selected from different times, as representing
the d nature of J. h's del Jerub-
baal, For this name of Gideon, see note on Judg.
7.1, Dec. 9, 1888, It was connected with the sarcastic
suggestion of the past (Judg. 6. 31, sgq.) that Baal being
a god could look after his own honor. Bedan. Many

VER. 10. Oried. God had an- |
swered their cry in a strange land, and given them a |

an expressive gesture,  VER. 15, Ax it was. The mar-
gin (LXX.) is preferable, giving a better parallel to the
preceding verse ; comp. also ver., 25. To enforce the
prophet’s words God seat & heavy thunder-shower, a
thing unknown in Syria during the harvest months of
May and June, Comp. Prov. 2. 1.

The Liesson Council.

Question 2. What were the elements of greatness
in Samuel 7~

Samuel was great in his faith. This his name indi-
cates ; and itis this that gives him place among Paul’s
worthies in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. It was
this that led him to consider obedience to God as better
than all burnt-offerings. He was great in his courage;
a courage that faced kings and conquered himself.
Faith in God and courage to do the will of God are the
keys to Samuel's greatness ; yea, the keys 1o all great-
ness.—Rev., William Faweett, D.D.

His consecration before his birth and his training for
the prophetic office were two causes of his greatness.
His loyalty to Godand his love of his people were two
elements in his greatness.  His loyalty to G  led to his
courage, to his utterance of the truth before Kings, and
to his belief in the divine guidance, His love of the peo-
ple led to his sympathy for them and to his unseltish
service to them.—Rev. J. W, Bashford, Ph.D.

The elements of greatness in Samuel differed in no
way from the elements of greatness as manifest in the
lives of other successful men. He had implicit faith in
the cause he represented, and was entirely consecrated
to his work. He was thoroughly honest and unselfish,
taking only what was his right, making no effort to keep
himself in power when the people desired a king. He
was impartial in all his judgments, Read his personal

theories attempt to explain this unknown name, the
most probable being that we should follow the LXX.
and read Barak, by a minute chanze in the letters.
Jephthah, Judg. 11. Conqueror of the Ammonites |
over whom Saul had just triumpbed. Samuel. There is !
some ancient authority for reading Samson, and the

vindication before the assembled Istaelites at the close
of his public life and you will discover the source of his
greatness, 1 8am, 12. 1-4.—Rev. William Eakins.

1. Unselfishness. He loved the nation more than he
Joved himself. With rare devotion he resigned his posi-

t, % | tion as judge and made way for Saul the king. 2. Con-

r- ‘h“‘““e is exeeer'ungly p""“"“;"'il ““:h‘;“‘l'd dthns g": ! sistency. Without pride, but with honest satisfaction,

' the four l::’m who fill most of b! 1; B&w s‘: “““3“ and | o sould point to a long, blameless, and consistent life.

0 are selected as the types in IHB A% S0 :" Sam | No bribe had polluted his hand, no suggestion had futlu-

ly son in ** Bedan ""‘""l"l:e““ the Danite,” but the | o 0eq his heart. 3. Fearlessness. His charge to the

n. umlsulnn‘nf “*“““.“"""“ equally strange. There L‘: | people reveals this. He declares the whole counsel of

ty :’."‘““T“ 'I‘:'"‘l'lm";:l" ’"hi::"'“:” 'l'l“""""" ul'hlm;«llf. | God. Though an old man and retiring in a measure

h. S i o 14“ geship as past, and he ' g0, nuplie life, yet his message contains no uncertain

" would naturally wish to show that the deliverances had i £ "

le g g sound. 4. Gratitude, He remembers what God has
lasted to their own time, VER. 12, This apparently re-

| . # done. Hespeaks not of himself, or of the service he had
fers to earlier attacks from Nahash. His invasion of | 3 .

ri- . rendered to the nation, but desires God to have all the

o Gilead did not closely affect the mass of the people liv- glory.—Rev. J Wesley Johnston

ot ing west of Jordan, and the desire for a military leader i gt 2

M’ would be emphasized by the inroads of this fierce tribe. o

" The Ammonites were closely allied with the Moabites | Lesson Word-Pictures.

of and may have spoken like them a language very close | A great gathering of Israel at Gilgal, family after

to Hebrew. They differed from one another in that the
Moabites were a settled, the Ammonites a nomadic, race,
For their relations with Israel see especially Deut. 2,9, 19,

family, tribe after tribe, a host rallied to see the new
ruler inducted into office and the old one go out of it,
ready to say in a breath, ** Hail, Saul 1" and ** Farewell,

[

50 and 23. 3, sqq.  Nay. Samuel's expostulations are thus | gamuel ! *

it hinted at through the answer they received. When \‘ And 100k at the man of great frame and large pres-
nd Jehovah, Comp, Judg. 8, 23. Samuel is striving to fm- | ence, a crown on his head, the new King, the magnifl-
e press on the people, now the dangerous step is taken, | cent Saul, his future all aflash with promise ! Andover
ral that Jehovah must still be absolute monarch. His rep- | against him is an old man, wrinkled, with frosted hair,
e, nl'sl‘mau\'e must not usurp those divine rights. VER. | pjg life nigh to the setting of the sun, but how grand are
nd 13, And whom ye have asked for. The clause, omitted | the achievements of his past! He is lifting his voice
n- by the LXX., is perhaps not genulne. The same play | gnq trying to send it over the great assembly. You seo
the on Saul's name (*asked ) occurs in vers. 17 and 19. | pjm pointing at Saul, whom he has made king. Then e
of VER. 14 [well], not in the Hebrew. Comp. Exod. 82.82: | calis attention to himself, so old, so aged in aspect. He

Luke 13, 9. The result is left to the

with | g them of their possessions. They can seem
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to hear their lowing cattle. They can see their patient
asses, but who ever missed any of these because Samuel
had defrauded the owner? He speaks of their hands
and his eyes, but from the former what bribe has he
taken to fold over the latter?

Hark! whata ery the people raise, declaring him
innocent of all wrongful dealing with them ! What a
testimony to the integrity of a long life! What acrown
foroldage! IsSaul, the magnificent, or Samuel, the aged,
Israel's king ?  But Samuel is speaking -again ; God is
witness of all his integrity, and Saul is witness, And
now harken again! There 18 a cry of the people, a
shout, a roar: **He is witness." The noise subsides.
There is stillness, Samuel addresses the people again,

He goes far back in the history of the nation. The
people see Moses and Aaron leading the people like a
flock out of Egypt. Crossing the wilderness the nation
marches into Cavaan, But what a bowing down there
is to the idols of Canaan, and what an enslaving of the
nation by the hated Canaanites! Hark! Hear Sisera’s
rattling charfots! Listen to Moab's frenzied battle-cry !
And then what a marching out of those heroes, Jerub-
baal, Jephthah, and Samuel ! What a delivering of the
nations ! At last the people clamor for a king ; God for-
gotten and a king desired !

** And look at that king," Samuel is saying. There he
stands—Saul the stalwart, the strong, the magnificent !
What a picture, the people turning and gazing at their
king, and Samuel ponting at him! Will the King of
kings be duly seen, duly honored, duly served? What
a moment of profoundest interest as Samuel leads the
thoughts of all up into the presence of Israel’s slighted
king, the great Jehovah !

Primary and Intermediate.

ILLUSTRATION. If possible, procure pictures of two |

old men; one of whom has led a pure and noble life,

and the other showing plainly the marks of sin, The |
more marked the contrast, the better. Put the pictures |

in plain sight of the class.

LEssoN TaovGur.  The Power of Good.

Inauguration of Saul.  Learn i children know
what Inauguration Day is in our country, Tell that just
at first some of the Israclites did not want Saul to be
their king. But very soon the heathen Ammonites
came to fight against them, and Saunl led the Israelites to
a great vietory. God was with Saul, and the people saw
it. They were ready then to take him for their king.
Now they came to Gilgal and held a feast, and offered
saerifices to God.  Then Saul*was acknowledged to be
king over all Israel,

Then tell how Samuel made a speech to the people, in
which he told them that now they had a king to rule

*them, and he would no longer be their judge as he had

been, 8o Samuel laid down his
his.

ice, as Saul took up

A Pure Life. Tell that Samuel was now an old,
gray-headed man. He had been among this people from
childhood, They had seen his life. Nothing was hid-
den. He could stand and ask if they knew any wrong
thing he had done, and they had to say *‘not one.”
Ask children which of the old men before them they
think Samuel most resembled? Why would he have a
pure face 7 Show that goodness leaves its mark upon
the face as certainly assin does. Samuel had begun to
obey (iod when he was a little boy. He had gone on in
the path of obedience all his life. God was pleased

with him, and he was honored and loved by those who

kuew him. This was because he was a servant of God.
Point to the other picture, Whose servant was this?
Satan's servants always bear his marks. Beware of
taking him for a master,

Two ways—which? Samuel told the people of two
ways, and what the end of each would be. Make path
leading downward, in which print **Self-will.” When
Israel had taken this way, they had been in trouble, and
had been given up to eruel enemies. Make another
path leading upward, in which print, *Obedience,™
When Israel had been willing to walk in this way they
had prospered. Samuel told them that if they wanted
to be happy and prosperous under the new king, they
must obey God and serve him, for if they did not, they
S would surely go in the down-
ward road.

Light-bearers, Samuel
could hold forth a light to
others, because he had always
followed the light himseif.
Any child who is always ready
| to obey, as Samuel was, may
. grow to be a helper and ad-
viser of others as he was. Samuel pointed out the right
way to the Israelites: Jesus shows it tous. ** Follow
me,” he says. Who will begin to-day 7

Blackboard.

GATEWAY T0 SUCCESS.

How 10 CoLOR THE DESIGN. Small boxes of colored
chalk may be bought of any stationer for a few cents,
The gate may be drawn with brown chalk or light gray,
and the words on it with white or yellow. Letters may
be made prominent with red, bordered or shaded with
vellow, or of blue, shaded with white.

Sumuel’s farewell address sets forth the eonditions
that made his life one of truth, honesty, and success,
The blackboard represents the entrance to such a path-
way by a gate, and calls it the gate-way of success.
Have the school read the several parts of the gate, and
explain that Samuel's words are as true to-day as in the
time when he lived his just and honorable life. True
prosperity comes from obedience toward God, work for
the Master, and with praise and thanksgiving in the
heart for his mercy toward us.

ILLUSTRATION. My note would not be good in bank
for a large sum of money, but if it was indorsed by a
millionaire it would at once be accepted. My life, by
my own acts, would be a failure, but God's promise
added to it will make it a success. If I serve him I will
prosper, because I have

GOD'S PROMISE TO PAY.
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Berean Methods, |
The Teachers' Meeting,

Trace the history of Samuel up to the present inci- !
dent....Samuel’s characteristics and environments :
1.) A mouth-piece for God from his youth. 2.) A states-)
man of prolonged experience. 3. The acknowledged
head of the army. 4.) Not a priest, but the truest
representative of the worship of the day. 5.) A political
chieftain practically untrammeled by law, but beyond
personal reproach, 6. His weakness—confidence in
untrustworthy sons....The characteristics and envir-
onments of the Israelites: 1. Closely attached hy
racial relations, but entirely without the centralization
which ean only come from strong government, 2. Bar-
barian in their type of civilization, 3. Low in their |
standard of morality. Characteristically fitful and un- |
grateful. 4.) Weak and mean in most of their actions
as a nation; but capable of great strength and noble
generosity in emergencies .. The moral results of their |
choice of a king. This nation now turns away from |
God's law and prefers the king whom they have chosen,
and as a consequence comes immediate degradation ...
God is always merciful. The fourteenth verse shows
that even in spite of their wicked choice this nation had
another opportunity given them. Even yet if they will
*fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his voice, and
not rebel,” the monarchy will be blessed by him.

References. FREEMAN., Vers. 3, 5: The Lord's
anointed, 346, Ver.10: Baalimand Ashtaroth, 222,
... FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA, Prose, 3725, 3727, 3728, 4863,
4864, B288, B201, HR18, K91, M8, TO08, 11670, 11671, 10342,
10826, Ver, 3: 3240-3242, HOI8-H22, 6937,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
' Samuel's Farewell Address.
1. Tue JunGe.
1. Tam old and gray-headed. v. 2.
* Hoary head ...crown of glory." Prov. 16. 31,
2, Whose ax have I taken? v. 3.
* Judge righteously.” Deut, 1. 16,
3. Have I received any bribe ? v. 3.
** A gift doth blind the eyes." Deut. 16, 19,
I, Tune Lorp.
1. Brought your fathers up. v. 6.
“Tam the Lord thy God.” Exod, 20, 2.
2. The righteous acts, v. 7.
* Judge betwixt me. ...vineyard." Isa. 5. 3.
8. When they forgot. ... he sold them. v. 8,
** Deny him, he also will deny us.™ 2 Tim. 218,
4, Delivered yow out of . ..enemies. v, 11
* Gireat is his merey." Psa. 103, 11
IIT. Tue Kive.
1. Yesaid....a king. v. 12
* Gave them their own desire,” Psa, 78, 20,
2. Behold the king. v. 13.
1 gave thee a king." Hos, 13. 11,
3. The Lord hath set. v. 13,
“The Lord hath anointed thee.” 18am. 10. 1,
1V. Tug PropLE.
1. Fear the Lovd. v. 14, .
**In sincerity and in truth.” Josh, 24. 14,
2. Obey hix voice, v. 14,
*Observe to do.” Josh. 1. 7.
3. Continue follmeing. v. 14,
**Shalt have good success.” Josk, 1. 8,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG l‘E(iPI.E.
Reputation, Fame, and Character,

1. Reputation is fickle  Every historic hero, as well
as many a base imitator of heroism, has been deeply

pained and embarassed by the fitfulness of the favor ot
his fellow-men. All men now speak well of George
Washington.  Only students of history know how
brutally he was arraigned by his countrymen for ** Am-
bition," ** Monarchial tendencies,” and many other fan-
cied faults, Lincoln, Grant, Bismarck, Gladstone- in-
deed every public man of recent years-has passed
through alternate waves of public favor and contempt.
John Wesley was as severely eriticised by some of ** the
people called Methodists ** as by any of the avowed an-
tagonists of his teachings. The Israelites’ estimate of
samuel was evidently very changeable. They were
often tived of his control, and the good old man was
just now sorely stung by the ingratitude of the people
Tor whom he had done so much,

2. Fame ix uncertain, Ordinarily a good or great
man may expect that his reputation will be justly
gauged soon after his death. But not always. Crom=
well's goodness and Louis XIV.'s greatness are still in
dispute, and if a list were made of the conspicuous
men of history whose proper niche is still undetermined,
the list would be very long. Besides, some of the most
beneficent workers of all time are unknown. The great
men who made the first hammer, the first hinge, the
first pin, the first pen are now forgotten. Permanent fame
is as uncertain as temporary reputation is hazardous,

3. Only character ix eternal,  What a man is deter-

[ mines his character.  Wha! other men xay he is or was

n llh‘ll‘l'lllllll‘! his reputation. Had the petulant Israel-

|ites denied all Samuel’s honest claims of lofty and
| beneficent life, had they held him up to public con-
| tempt and ignominy, their iojustice would not have
j changed his character a whit, nor lessened his parental
| delight in *a conscience void of offense toward all
men."

4. It is quite possible for any man in public life to
| vetain purity of character. This is a doctrine which
| needs just now to be preached earnestly in America,
| to our younger citizens especially, Samuel's life is full
{ suggestiveness, In spite of the wide differences be-
ween Oriental and Occidental manners, no ancient
commonwealth so greatly resembled that of the United
| States as did Israel under the judges, There were the

same rapid changes of political feeling : the same tend-
| eney to hero worship : the same wild changes of moral
turpitude, and the same general political corruption.
That a man should pass through all the experiences of
Samuel’s life and retain a character so unsullied as to be
| able to make the address recorded in this lesson is cne
| of the most precious lessons of history,  What was pos-
| sible to Ssamuel is possible to every president, congress-
| man, governor, mayor, and private citizen of the present
| day.

| HOME REA 5
M. Samuel’s farewell addre 1 8am. 12, 1-5,
Tu. Samnel’s farewell address, 1 S8am, 1 15,
W, Conclusion of the address, 1 Sam, 12, 16
Th. Paul’s farewell at Miletus, Aets 20, 17-27,
F. Paul's farewell at Miletus,  Acts 20, 28-35,
S, Joshua's charge. Josh, 24, 22-28,
8. Charge to Timothy. 2 Tim. 4. 1-8,

GOLDEN TEXT.

Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth wit
all your heart: for ider how great things he
hath done for you, 1 Sam. 12, 24,

TIME.—109 B. C.

PLACE.—Gilgul,

DoeTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The value of character,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 84, Dominion Hymnal,

Come, let us, who in Christ believe,
Our common Saviour praise,

L}
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No. 73, Dominion Hymnal,

All my doubts I give to Jesus,
I've his gracious promise heard.

No. 76, Dominion Hymnal.

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee,

Jesus is calling.
God ealling yet,
Now s the accepted time,
There is a Friend,
Pass ne not.

Roek of Ages,

Even me.

Jesus, my Lord.
Lord Jesus, [ long.
Am I a soldier ¢
Take up the erc s,
Up for Jesus stand,
Blow the trumpet,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Just Judge,

At what place was the final full aceeptance of Saul as
king made? chap. 11,

After the renewal ul' the kingdom what oceurred 7

Was the work of Samuel done ?

What last official act did he perform ?

To what could he point in his oMeial life?

What was his spirit in this last duty ?

\\'hut was the testimony of the people as to his char-
acter

|

\\'ml are God's requirements of a just judge® Deut.
16,

‘J. Tllr Righteous Lord, vs. 6-15
‘Who had delivered Isruel from bondage?
Of what did Samuel wish to remind the people?
What did he say about their coming out of Egypt?
How did the Lord punish them for forgetting him?
What was their prayerin their distress?
Whom did God send to deliver them?
What had cansed them to demand a king?
Who had before been their ruler?
Who had chosen and appointed their king?
What blessing was promised if obediel
What would follow if they disobeyed the Lord?
What is the name of the righteous Lord?
3.6, 7

Exod.

‘Teachings of the Lesson.
From what in this lessc. are we tauzht
The power of an upright life?
2. The duty of following God ¥
3. The d:mger of forsaking God?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Find in Exodus advice to Moses as to the selection of
jndges,
Find in Denteronomy the curses pronounced on dis-

| obedience to God.

um\ did Samuel show his com uh-u- acceptance of the |

new order of things 7 vers. 2 and

What had been the one prine lplv of his entire admin- |
tion ?
'he Righteous Lord.

What was the character of his last public utterance ?

Wiy did he rehearse these portions of their history ?

\\ )mt reason had they had in the past for trusting
now

W hnt had God shown himself in all his dealings with
them?

What ought to have been the effect in their lives 7

\\ nat from the past had been the only cause of weak- |
ne

\\ lmt warning ends these farewell words of the
prophet ?

How had these same vmrnlnm b«-on heretofore spok-
en? Lev, 26, 1420 Deut. 28, 15

Practieal ’l‘e-rhlng».

Integrity is the best ac hievement of a life.

From ¢ 1 to old age. (| is the place to
start in the pathway of virtue,

See this man appeal to a nation,
swer. It was better to be right with life-work done lhuu
to be an untried king.

ist

|

|
|

Hear the nation an- |

The world knows righteousness when it sees it. Il

may not practice, but it knows,

What does it say of you?

We wonder at these men's distrust, but is it more
lh.m ours?
y had their Nahash and forgot God,

We have what? Surely something, for we all {urm'l
God,

Hints for Home Study.

. Review the acts of Samuel’s career carefully.
Learn it.

l-Ind the historical incidents to which he refers, and
wrlh them.

Find five other notable instances of the same traits
m mh people.

4. Find what connection there has been between this

pmplv and Nahash,

Find a reason, not heretofore given, why nw\
\\nmwl a king,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE 8¢ HOLARb
1. The Just Judge, vs. 1-5.
What demand of the people had the judge granted®
What did he say of himself?
How old was Samuel at this time?
What questions did he ask about his own conduct *
What did the people reply?
Whom did he summon us witness of his integrity?

Find algo the blessings to follow obedience.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
|l'n what place did Samuel cali the Israelites? To

. What Qid he tell them? Who was to be their king.

Why did the Israelites rejoice ?
king,

Who was now an old man? Samuel,

Whom did he call to Gilgal? The people of Israel.

What did he want to do? T'o warn and to teach
them.

How long had Samuel been with them?
childhood.

What did hcask? If he had ever wronged any one.

What did the people answer? That he had always
done right.

Who led Israel out of Egypt? The Lord.

What had he given to the people? Good leaders,

What had they often done? Forgotten God,

How did God show them their siny By sending
| trouble upon them,

What did he do when they
and helped them,

What did Samuel tell the people to do? To fear and
serve G

What dhldho promise them if they did this?

Because they had a

From his

repented? He forgave

The

favor of ¢

What did he say God would do if they rebelled? He
would punish them.

Words with Little People,
QUESTIONS TO THINK OF.

Am I, like Samuel, a child who can be trusted ?

Do I listen to hear God speak 7

Do I remember that God is my King ?

What kind of a man did Samuel grow to be ? (See ver, 3.)

'fTHE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]
1. When Samuel had renewed the covenant of the
people with Saul what did he do? He abdicated his

| office as judge.

2. To what did he invite the people's scrutiny? To
his official record.

3. What -lul he confidently claim?
fect integr
4. With \\Imt did he reproach them?
trust in God,

5. What was his p:
the Lord and serve

A record of per-
With dis-

injunction?®

“Only fenr
ete.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

87, Whnt do ?'ou mean by the almightiness or omni.
potence of

That 0°d can do whatever He will,

I know that Thou canst do everything, and th t
thought can be withholden from The’a. Jgr') xlii, 2 wlo
Matthew xix. 26.
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B. C. 1079.)
¥ Authorized Version.
1 Sam. 15, 10-23. [Commit o memory verses 2,9,

10 Then came the word of the
Lormgunto Sam’u- el, saylug,

11 Tt repenteth me that I have set
up Suul (o be king: for he is turned
back from following me, and hath
not performed my commandments,
And it grieved Sam‘u-el; and he
cried unto the Lorp all night.

12 And when Sam’u-el rose early
o meet Saul in the morning, it was told Sam’u-el, say-
ing, Saul came to Car’mel, and, behold, he set him up a
place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down
to Gil'gal.

13 And Sam’u-el came to Saul: and Saul said unto
nim, Blessed be thou of the LorD; I have performed
the commandment of the LORD.

14 And Sam’u-el said, What meaneth then this bleat-
ing of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the
oxen which I hear?

15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the
Am’a-lek-ites : for the people spared the best of the
sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy
Giod ; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

¥ Then Sam’u-el said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell
thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And
he said unto him, 8ay on.

17 And Sam’u-el said, When thou was! little in thine
own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes
of lﬂtel. and the LORD anointed thee king over Is’-
ra-e

18 And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said,
Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Am’a-lek-ites,
and fight against them until they be consumed.

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of
the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in
the sight of the Lorp ¥

20 And Saul safd uato Sam’u-el, Yea, [ have obeyed
the voice of the LORD, and have gone the wa which
the LORD sent me, and have brought A’gag tge king
of Am’‘a-lek, and have utterly destroyed the Am’a-
lek-ites.

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen,
the chief of the things which should have been utterly
destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gil’gal.

22 And Sam‘u-el said, Hath the LORD as great delight
in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and stub-
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou
hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also re-

LESSON VII. SAUL REJECTED BY THE LORD.

Jected thee from being king.

L Aug. I8,
Revised Jersion.

10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Sam’u-l,
11 saying, It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be
king : for he is turned back from following me, and
hath not performed my commandments. And Sam’-
u-el was wroth; and he cried unto the LOrp all
12 night. And Sam’u-el rose early to meet Saul in the
morning: and it was told Sam’u-el, saying, Saul
came to Car'mel, and, behold, he set him up a mon-
ument, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone
13 down to Gigal. And Sam’u-el came to Saul: and
Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD:
1 have performed the commandment of the LORD.
14 And Sam’u-el said, What meaneth then this bleating
of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the
15 oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have
brought them from the Am’a-lek-ites: for the people
spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacri-
fice unto the LORD thy God ; and the rest we have ut-
16 terly destroyed. Then Sam’u-¢l said unto Saul, Stay,
and [ will tell thee what the LORD hath sald to me
17 this night. And he said unto him, Say on. And
sam’u-el sald, Thou wast little in thine own
sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of
Is'ra-e1? And the LORD anointed thee king over
18 Is'ra-el; and the LORD sent ihee on a journey, and
sald, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Am’a-
lek-ites, and fight against them until they be con-
19 sumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the
voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and
didst that which was evil in the sight of the LORD?
20 And Saul said unto Sam’u-el, Yea, I have obeyed the
voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the
LORD sent me, and have brought A’gag the king of
Am‘a-lek, and have utterly destroyed the Am’a-lek-
21 ites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the chief of the devoted things, to sacrifice
22 unto the Lorp thy God in Gil'gal. And Sam’u-el
said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the volce of the
LorD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and
23 to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as
the sin of witcheraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry
and teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the word
of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from belng
king.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. . After Samuel had made his farewell
address to the people at Gilgal, Saui quietly assumed the
work of king of Israel. His reign seems to have been
one of almost constant warfare. Chapters 13-15 of
i Sam. contain a detailed record of three great errors of
this first king of Israel : 1. Hisdisobedience in failing to
walt at Gilgal for the coming of Samuel to offer burnt-
offerings ; and there, where he had been confirmed in the
kingdom, it was solemnly declared to him that his King-
dom would not be perpetuated in his own posterity.
Chap. 13, 13, 14, 2. Hisrash and foolish vow, which he
was unable to fulfill, but which brought great suffering
to the people and well-nigh cost the life of Jonathan his
son. Chap. 14, 24-45. 3. His failure to execute the di-
vine jud on the A ites as Jehovah com-
manded, the details of which are given in this fifteenth
chapter. All the subsequent misfortunes of Saul and his
insane pursuit of David were fruits of judicial blindness,
the penal consequences of these three fatal errors.

We need not suppose that Saul was chosen by the Lord
‘becanse of qualifications for the regal office which

accorded with those of the best ideal of a king. Rather
we may suppose that God first gave Israel a king after
their heart, not after his own. He would in some meas-
ure punish them for their lack of the true theocratic
spirit by letting them see the folly of their own ideas.
80 he gave them a King after their own fancy, a man of
great stature, of splendid personal presence, of strong,
heroie impulses, but sadly defective in those nobler vir-
tues which make a man after God's heart.

Verse 10. The word of the Lord unto Samuel.
Either by a vision or a dream. Comp. Num 12. 6, and the
statement of 18am. 8. 21; 4. 1. Often had Jehovah's
word come to him before, It is notable that the first
word of the Lord to Samuel was concerning the doom of
FEli's house, and the last was concerning the downfall of
Saul.

11. Tt repenteth me, Or, ** It grieves me.”" This
word reveals to us an affecting view of the divine nature,
1t represents Jehovah as tender and emotional, and does
not therefore accord with the stern theology which
teaches the absolute fmpassibility of God. The emotion
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of indignation or grief or pity no more implies imper-
fection in any intelligent being than does the emotion of
Jove. But verse 20 of this«chapter teaches that God is
not subject to the fitful changes which are often seen in
men. The divine emotions of love and of anger are es-
sentially holy and righteous, and when a man changes
his relation to God, God's relationship toward him will
change. God's holy affection in every case is grounded
in immutable righteousness, and therefore cannot err.
For he is turned. Here s the reason of God's changed
attitude toward Saul. It grieved Sa + Literally,
1t burned him.” It became like a fire shut up in his
bones. He cried....all night. We have noticed the
power of Samuel’s intercession, See chap. 7. 5, 8. He
was conspicuously a man of prayer. Compare our
Lord Jesus continuing all night in prayer to God. Luke
6,12,

12. Samuel rose early. After that night of pro-
longed calling upon God. Just where he spent the
night we are not told, but probably at his own home in
Ramah, It was told, By Heet messengers who
brought the tidings of the battle. Saul came to Car.
mel. On his return from the conquest of the Amalek-
ites of the south country, as stated in verse 7 of this
chapter. This city of Carmel was some seven or eight
miles south of Hebron, and extensive ruins in that
place still bear the name of Kurmul, He set him up
n place. Rather, “he erected for himself a monu-
ment.” Elated with his great victory, he wished to
commemorate it with some notable sign. The Hebrew
word means ** hand * and is applied to Absalom’s pillar
in 2 Sam. 18, 1#. Perhaps Saul’s monument consisted of
an elevated sign in the shape of a hand. Gone down
to Gilgal. Where the people had celebrated his in-
auguration as King (chap. 11.15), and where Samuel had
delivered his farewell address to Israel. Thither Saul
now hastened to celebrate his triumph over Amalek.

13. Blessed be thou of the Lord. For this form of
benediction compare Gen. 14. 19, and Ruth 3. 10. By
such a greeting Saul would fain conciliate Samuel. I
have performed. This seems to be, under the circum-
stances, little else than falsehood and hypoerisy., For
though he had smitten Amalek, and gotten a complete
victory, he had not been careful to obey all the word of
the Lord.

1.4, Bleating of the sheep....lowing of the oxen.
These gave the lie to his words of bold assumption.
The frrational animals turned witness against him.

15. They have hrought them. How he throws off
the sense of blame upon the many ! They did it ! The
people spared the best. As if it had been the peo-
ple's action rather than his own choice. Similarly did
Aaron at Sinai attempt to throw the blame of the golden
f from himself upon the people. Exod. 32, 2, 2.
‘o saccifice untothe Lord. This was a further plea:
as if a good objeet or purpose, like that of offering sac-
rifice to Jehovah, might suffice to set aside the com-
mandment of Jehovah, ‘The rest we....destroyed.

This was a confession that he knew the purport of the |

commandment to destroy all.  See verse 3of this chapter.

16. Samuel said.  Here follows an oracle of
prephecy as divect, fearless, and powerful as any in the
Bible. It is a fair example of the style and spirit of
Hebrew prophecy. Stay. Stop, stop those false pre-
tenses! 1 will tell thee,
him with what the Lord hath said to me this night,
Jehovah's word quickly exposes a refuge of lies; it is
sharper than a two-edged sword to lay open the human
heart. But how mightily will the proud heart of man
resist, and, even as Saul at this time, put on a bold front
and challenge daringly, Say on! Not until he has ex-

Observe how he confronts |

hibited a stout resistance is he at last brought to con.
fess, ** 1 have sinned.” Verse 24,

17. When thou wast little,  He appeals to the time
when he said Am not 1a Benjamite, of the smallest
of the tribes of Israel 7 and my family the least of all the
families of the tribe of Benjamin ? ** Chap. 9.21. Head of
the tribes. Chieftain and general of all their armies ; nay,
more, for the Lord aninted thee king over Israel,
such a reminder of his exaltation ought to have pro-
duced a feeling of devout reverence and humility before
God and this prophet. But the proud heart is slow to
surrender,

18, seut thee, Compare the first two verses of this
chapter, Utterly destroy the sinners, The word
means, ** to devote to destruction,” put under ban. The
terrible purpose of utterly routing out the sinful Ama-
lekites was in accord with that older decree which au-
thorized Israel to exterminate the Canaanites. Deut. 7.
1, 2: 20.16, 17. The reason for this destruction was
their abominable sinfulness. Comp. Lev. 18, 24-30. It
is strange that any one should ery ont against such
severity of doom, and yet not make the same complaint
when even more horrible and gickening woes are caused
by earthquake, famine, and pestilence, which spare
neither age nor sex, nor even the cattle of the field. it
these latter horrors are consistent with the providence of
God, doubtless the former are with his law and govern-
ment.

19. Fly upon the spoil. Samueldepicts this feature
of their action to show that the zeal displayed in the
war sprang from selfish and covetous aims rather than
from a holy purpose to keep God’s commandment.

20. Yea, | have obeyed. With a bold and impious
perversity he still struggles to vindicate himself, and
urges four things: 1. He went the way God sent him.
2. Captured the king Agag. 3. Destroyed the Amalek-
ites. 4. The people took of the spoil solely for sacrifice,
But his argument and plea were at best only a super-
fielal excuse for disobeying a positive commandment.
Brought Agag. The capture of the king alive was
thought to be a special mark of triumph for Saul and
Israel.

21. Chiefof the things which should have been ut-
terly destroyed. All thisis represented by two words in
the Hebrew. The spoil of the Amalekites, having been
devoted to God, could not appropriately be also used for
sacrifice In Gilgal, According to Lev. 27, 20, the
cherem, or **devoted thing,” could not be redeemed,
or used for any other purpose, but must surely be put to
death. It therefore exhibits Saul’s perversity and blind-
ness all the more when he insists that the best of the
spol! was brought to Gilgal for a sacrifice to Jehovah,

22. Samuel said. The following wor?s of Samuel
have ever been admired as containing the substance of
all the prophetic remonstrances against sacritices and
ritual ceremonies as a substitute for obedience.

23. Rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, Divina-
tion and necromancy were sternly condemned, and a
witch was ever liable to be put to death according tothe
law. Exod. 22, 18; Lev. 19, 31: Deut. 18. 10. Saul’s
disobedience was a rebellion as culpable as the
sin of divination, and his stubbornness s here
ranked with iniguity and idolatry.  His presump-
tion of sacrificing ** devoted things" to Jehovah is
treated as no better than open idolatry. The word
translated **idolatry " is teraphim. These were
probably small images of human form, and a relic of
old Aramean idolatry. See Gen, 31. 19, In spite of all
prohibitions of idolatry these household gods were
secreted amorg the Israelites, and are mentioned again
and again. Comp. Judg. 17.5; 18, 14; 1 Sam, 19, 13
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2 Kings 13. 24. He hath also rejected thee, This
was but a repetition and contirmation of prophetic
words already spoken (see chap. 13. 13, 14), but they
came now with a more terrible emphasis than before,
“They now served to bring the proud heart of Saul to
momentary contrition, and led to the confession, )
bave sinned; 1 bave transgressed,” and to the sad
scene which immediately followed, as described in
verses 24-35,

This lesson suggests to the thoughtful reader :

1. The far-reaching and terrible results of disobedience
of the word of the Lord.

2. The impossibility of the most earnest supplications
of God's saints to rescue the persistent sinner.

3. The sad and lamentable consequences of a lost op-
portunity.

4. The worthlessness of outward forms of worship
when the heart is not right toward God.

English LTeacher’s Notess

I REMEMBER once reading a story of & foreman who
wished to engage a boy for work. A number of lads
came, all anxious for the place, but feeling pretty sure
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| might be used for sacrifice ; if thy
! at least these may be saved. But the command forbids
|it. Then just leave out this part of it—cast it away as
unsuitable. So the flocks and herds are spared, and
; God's command rejected.
| But the instrument that will only do the work here
| and there, and that in other places does exactly the con-
trary to what the Master desires, is unfit for further
| use. No matter what fine qualities it may have, ifit
| does not answer the purpose it is as good as worthless.
| And so be that obeys only as far as suits him and rejects
| the rest of the command must be rejected himself. God
| never gives a man up for simple failure. There is
| merey, there is help for those who have failed, but
| where God's own word has been rejected—cast away—
| there is nothing left for the rejector but to be himself
leeclcd by God. There are some of God's commands
which the world considers it the proper thing to keep,
‘.m\d which suit a man’s own interest to observe. Some
i have no objection (o the command, ** Learn to do well,”
| but ** Repent and be converted ™ does not suit them, nor
does **Let him deny himself, and take up his cross
| daily and follow me.” Yet the Lord, who died for sin-
ers, tells us that if we abide in him his words will

the choice would fall on one of them who was brighter
and cleverer than the rest. The foreman picked out in-
stead a quiet, dull-looking boy, who seewed to have
nothing and nobody to recommend him.

seeing their surprise he told them the reason why:
he had watched them all when they were unaware of it,
and found out that this boy had the habit of doing what
he was told. He was chosen because his obedience ren-
dered him fit for the work, while the others, who might
have surpassed him in ability, were rejected because in
this thing they failed.

But the rejected one of whom we read to-day had
once been chosen. It is but two Sundays ago since the
title of our lesson ran thus: ** Saul Chosen of the Lord.”
How did this lead on to **Saul Rejected by the Lord 7"

| *abide™ in us. His commands will not be rejected ;
and further, that **if any man abide not in me, he is
cast forth as a branch and is withered, and men gather
them and cast them into the fire and they are burned.”
(John 15, 6, 7). They are rejected as worthless.

Cambridge Notes.

This narrative, one of the landmarks of the Old Testa-
| ment, must be treated too briefly for its importance. To
| the historian it appeals as the crisis of the monarchy,
| when the first king took (hat final p' nge of impetuous
‘xwl(-wlll which forever disqualiied him from following
| the theocratic ideal. Saul chose to stand alone, and God
| gave him his desire. To the theologlan it comes as the

The passage Shows us a conqueror returning from the | first clear utterance of a universal principle, one neg-

batile. Well pleased with his achievements, he stops on
his way home to set up a monument of them, Ver. 12,

lected by Israel and by mankind, and reiterated by
every prophet in every age and people, that obedience,

R.V. Then he passes on, carrying with him, after the | not formal worship, is what God demands from men,
fashion of other conquerors, the vanquished King Agag | As to the famous moral difficulty of the exterminating
to grace his trinmph, besides rich spoil of cattle and | wars, we may repeat that 1) the frightful wickedness
sheep. And in his careless self-gratulation he salutes | abundantly proved against these races called for a terri-
the prophet Samuel with the assurance, *'I have per- | ble punishment, as a warning to mankind and to save

formed the commandment of the Lord."

l from infection a people through whom God would edu-

But let us turn back a moment and watch Saul start- { cate the world ; 2) as with these who perished at the
ing on his expedition. **Go and smite Amalek : ™ 80 | lood, the honest endeavors and sincere repentance of
ran the first part of the command of God. It was | individuals would be accepted by God, while countless
exactly suited to the taste of Saul. He was a warrior, | children would be saved from ever leaving his kingdom ;
and the task was one to rouse his spirit and energy. | 3) in so early a stage of human progress life was little
He sets himself to it at once, gathers his army together, | regarded, and war had very little of its brutalizing
and goes forth. He plunges into the desert between the | effects, while the * devoting** of the spoil reminded Is-

land of Israel and Egypt, where are the haunts of | pael that they were

d in a divine s not

Amalek, and smites the people every-where. At length ‘ a national quarrel. The Amalekites were of doubtful
the king himself falls into his hands. What is God's | origin, Gen. 36, 12 may be intended to connect them

command as to this? ** Utterly destroy all they have,

and spare them not.””  The whole people were, like the
inhabitants of Jericho, devoted to destruction for their

+ | with the Edomites, while the ancient document, Gen. 14
(ver. 7), perhaps gives their territory a name already ex-
isting in Abraham’s times, thus admitting the Arabian

wickedness.  Until now Saul had not been slow to carry | traditions of a migration from the east. They werea wild
out the command. But the King who, after the custom | nomadic tribe scattered over the southern wilderness
of conquerors, might be brought home to grace his tri- ‘ and the Sinaitic peninsula. For their with Is-

umph—must he too be slain? So the command runs,

rael see Exod. 17. 8, sqq. ; Num. 14, 45; Judg. 3. 13;

But this part of it does not suit Saul. He casts it away | 4, 3.

and spares Agag. Then he finds large and goodly | VER. 10, A very clear divine command was needed to
flocks of sheep @ herds of cattle in his bands. What | urge Samuel to a duty so intensely painful. Prophets
is the command about these? *‘Slay....both ox and | gre human, and the history of Jonah shows what a
7 | weaker man would have done. VER. 11, Repenteth. An
P | anthropomorphic phrase indicating a change, not in God,

sheep, camel, and ass.””  What? lose all this spoil
Is there no way of saving it'? The oxen and the shee)

B

e e e —

e

P N

e,

R R T e e

e

SR

T




e ————

1 8
1
‘ |
i
| ||
i i
| |
’ {
]
g !
I
|
!
:
|

246 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

but in man, although Gold’s action, being conditional
(chap. 12. 16, 25), must change, The absolute truth is
stated in ver, 29,  Wioth. The anger of a father against
a prodigal son, itself the product of love, Cried, The
intercessory prayer so constantly mentioned as charac-
teristic of Samuel. Chap. 7. 5and notes, The sentence
was not averted. It was the second time Saul had put
sacrifice before obedience (chap. 13, 8-14: comp. 10, 10),
and he could not be tried again, Al night. Another
link with the life of Jesus, Luke 6. 12, VER. 12, Carmel.
South-east of Hebron, and so, perhaps, the first consider-
able place on the way to Gilgal from the scen of war,
See Josh., 15. 55: chap. 25, 2. Monument. Literally,
* hand,” apparently from the figare of an uplifted hand
often found on such. Comp, 2 Sam, 18, 18 and Isa. 5.
5. Here it was probably @ trophy dedicated to Jehovah
Sabaoth; there is no reason to doubt Saul's perfect sin-
cerity in returning thanks to God for his vietory. Gone
about. The meaning of this is not very clear. Perhaps
a seribe inserted it, In the belief that Saul went to Mouni
Carmel, retracing his steps to reach Gilgal, The LXX.
among other additions speak of Saul as sacrificing at
(ilgal the first-fruits of the spoil. At that sacred place
ne had been anointed king and heard the prophetie
warning against disobedience, for neglecting which he
was now at the same place to be rejected. VER. 13.
Blessed. A mode of friendly salutation. Gen. 14. 19:
Ruth 3. 10, ete.  Saul betrays his uneasiness at seelng
the prophet thus seeking him out. VER. 15. How piti-
fully is the hero’s weakness brought out in this lame at-
tempt to excuse himself before the man of God! Like

Aaron (Exod. 32, 22) he tries to shift the blame on |
the people, and then he declares that the spoil was |

taken for sacrifice—no excuse if true, Saul's punc-

tilfousness in the externals of religion (comp chap. 13. |

125 14, 18, 34, 35, 44; 15, 31) makes it very possible that
his intention at any rate was to prepare a splendid
holocaust to Jehovah, Devoted (margin). See Lev. 27,
28: Josh. 7. 1 and note (Nov. 4, 1888). The devoted
thing belonged to Jehovah already, and obviously could
not be presented to him as a sacrifice. VER. 16. Stay.
samuel saw through him, and such miserable shifts
were intensely painful to his own feelings, harrowed by
the failure of one whom he loved and hoped much from.
VER. 17. The margin is better, for no past tense is ex-

pressed. The reference is to Saul's own words (chap. 9.

21), and Samuel assumes that he still holds to them.
Owing all to Jehovah's choice, how can he thus rebel ?
VER. 18, Sinners, This gives the reason of the com-
mand. Verse 2 shows that a prominent element in their
sin was their savage opposition to Israel, and it seems
probable that there was more in that than we have the
means of knowing. VER. 19. Fly upon. Samuel in-
sists upon covetousness as the real motive, however
much velled beneath a genuine intention to sacrifice.
VER. 20. Way, or journey. The same word that Sam-
uel used in verse 18, Have brought. To evidence the
vietory and grace his triumph. It was a disgraceful
act of partiality to spare this savage chieftain simply
because of hisrank. .Agag. Anhereditary title of these
Bedouin sheiks, It is doubtful whether any stress can
be laid on Haman's title ** Agagite™ as linking him
with this race. VER. 22, The prophet bursts out in the
loftiest strain of inspiration, clothed in that rhythmic
form which always accompanied such utterances. His
words were taken up by his successors, and the closely
allied passage, Hos, 6. 6, was prominent in the teach-
ing of Jesus. Matt. 9, 13; 12, 7. The enlightened scribe
(Mark 9. 33) applied these words and won his approba-
tion. VER. 23. Witcheraft, Divination by evil spirits,
suppressed by Saul himself. chap. 28, 3, Samuel shows

|Aug. 18.

| that he had strained out the gnat and swallowed the
| camel. Idolatry. Literally, * vanity," especially of
the worship of * nothingnesses,” that is, idols, Ter-
dphim, Comp. Gen. 31, 19; chap. 19. 13, ete. They
were human images playing the part of household gods,
though more as charms than as idols. VER. 24, A gen-
uine repentance would have flung away excuses * par-
don mine iniquity, for it is great.,” It was so with
David's. 2 Sam. 12.13. Moreover a king who admitted
such fear of the people as to make him permit their sin
disqualified himself ipso facto for the office, VER. 25.
The strong desire for a human intercessor, though right
in itself (Jas. 5. 16), often rises from an imperfect re-
pentance, incapable of true prayer. Comp. the case of
simon Magus. Acts 8 24, VER. 26, Samuel knew from
Jehovah's words to him that no remission of the
temporal penalty could be expected, and he saw that
Saul's shallow penitence went no further than this.
Rejected. .. .rejected, The same repetition comes in
the Greek of Rom. 1. 28, VER. 27, The despairing en-
ergy of Saul's effort to detain Samuel shows that he felt
intensely, though not from the right motive. Skirt. A
kind of lappet behind upon the meil, Samuel’s charac-
teristic garment. Comp. chap. 2. 19 28, 14, ete. The
sign drawn by Samuel from its rence is like that in
1 Kings 11. 30, Sgq. VER. 28, Neighbor. Bethlehem
and Gibeah were in adjoining tribes.  VER. 20,
Strength, or confidence.  He who changeth not, Comp.
Num. 23. 19. A striking parallel. Repent. In verses
10 and 35, God's action is viewed externally. He made
a king and now reverses his appointment. But since
his conditions were broken he could not ** repent ™' and
deny himself, VER. 30, Saul fears that the loss of Sam-
uel’s countenance will discredit him, and seeks his
presence for that reason only, with no hope of pleading
against God's purpose. It must indeed have been hard
for S8amuel to take part in such ** worship.” Comp. John
5odd: 12,43

The Liesson Council.

Question 3. What are we to understand by the
Lord's repenting ?

All the promises of God are conditioned on the volun-
tary obedience of the subject, which conditions are
either clearly made known to the subject or secretly de-
termined in the divine Mind. When these conditions
are not met by the subject God s said to repent: that
is, to change his purpose regarding the race, the nation,
or the individual. It was the purpose of God to estab-
lish Saul's kingdom: a purpose conditioned on Saul's
voluntary obedience. Saul *turned back from follow-
ing" God: did not * perform the commandments of
God,"” and toward him in this regard God repented ; that
is, he changed his purpose.—Rev. William Faweett,
D.D.

The Lord's repenting expresses the fact that God
changes his outward conduct in regard to his child in
response to some change of spirtual attitude on the part
of that child. This does not imply fickleness in God's
character or any change of his fundamental purpose any
more than a change of medicine by a physician to meet
the changed condition of his patient implies an aban-
donment of his aim of curing the sick. This change of
result is the strongest proof of the immutability of God's
purposes, If 1 turn from north to south the pole-star
must then be at my back, unless it flies from its ever-
Jasting habitations in response to my capricious move-
ments,—Rev. J. W, Bashford, Ph.D.

We are not to understand by the expression, “'It repent-
eth me," ete., that the Lord made a mistake in the choice




Aug. 18.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 247

of Saul for king, and, now that he discovered his error,
nastened to correct it by the deposition of Saul and the
appointment in his stead of one more worthy. There are
two elements in repentance us manifest in human ex-
perience : the one a SOITOW for sin, the other a turning
fromit. The fist element of sorrow—not of course for his
own sing, but for those of another—fis what we are toun-
derstand by the repentance of the lesson, It grieved the
Lord that Saul should be so wayward and rebellious.
The force of it repented the Lord ™ (Gien., 6, ) is repre-
sented by Keil and Delitzsch as, * It grieved him at the
heart.,”  Rev. William Eakins.

The word * repent ™' as used here is-simply a term of
accommodation, God, in order to reveal the sorrow
that was in his heart over the misconduet and in-
gratitude of Saul employs language which we cannot
understand. ‘The Bible speaks of fthe hands of God, the
face of God, the eyes of God, and yet in each instance it
is & certain quality or function which is meant, and
these terms are employed so as to come within the meas-
ure of our understanding. Such expressions as that of
the 1« .d's repenting must be read as** terms of accom-
modation,” God cannot repent, for repentance is only
possible to a finite, changeable being, and we are dis-
tinetly told that the Lord changeth not, and that with
him *is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”
—Rev J. Wesley Johnston.

Blncl(b:nrd.
SauLs IDEA OF OBEDIENC

IS IT MINE

OBELY..
DISOBEY’

The illustration on the board for to-day's lesson is so
plain that it needs no explanation here. The reviewer
may apply it to our own lives, because there are many
of us who think that if we serve God a little on Sunday
we can do as we please all the rest of the week. Sin
is not covered by the giving of money, the rent of a
church pew, or any form of worship without obedience
to God’s 1aw ; in other words, there is no substitute for

oA LITTLE,

A“GREAT DEAL.

ience. Willing reaches from my heart
to God's d. Half-way e falls short,

T e———————

‘\ LAW i ‘ HEART 1

Primary and Intermedinte.
LEssoN THouGHT. Losing the Way.

Review., Who was king of Israel? By whom was he

show if he would be obedient or not. Mark on the
board a broad path. Not far from the beginning, cause
1t to turn buckward. Print at the turn ** Disobedience,™
or **Self-will.” Print on the path, *The way to the
Kingdom.” Make figure two at the first turn,  Farther
on make a second turn, Indicate the number of years
Saul had been king by the figure ten at this turn, Tell
that his first disobedience took place when he had been
but two years a king. Tell the story of the second dis-
lience, the hard ¢ 1, the great temptation,
and the final faflure. Show that in this case also, the
disobedience grew out of self-will, saul thought he
| could do better for himself than the Lord was willing to
do for him, Teach that self-will in a child’s heart s the
same thing as self- will in the heart of a great king.
Tell some simple story of disobedience on the part of &
¢hild who wanted his own way, and the consequent loss
of something which he greatly desired. Show that the
child loses the way to some pleasure, just as Saul, by his
| disobedicnee, lost the way to the kingdom. Sin always
| means loss,
| The result of Saul's sin. Tell of Saul's excuses, of
the sorrowful reproof of Samuel, and the rejection of
| Saul which followed, God could no longer trust such a
self-willed man to be king. Saul was sorry that he had
to lose the kingdom, but he was not sorry for his sin.
80 God could not forgive him. Teach that while Saul
loved God more than his own way, all was well, and
God helped and blessed him in all he did. But pride
came into his heart and crowded God out. And so he
lost his way to the kingdom.
Losing owr way. Use cut,
OBEDIENCE and teach that every child may
Is better have a kingdom, the kingdom
han
S

of truth and love and goodness.
There is a straight way to it,
A4 and the way is obedience. Saul
73 offered sacrifices, but God did

A, A | not want his sacrifices while he

Y XTI wos not obeying. 8o God does
3 not want our money, or our
work, in place of our obedience,
Teach verse 22, and tell the old story, that only Jesus
can keep us in the heavenly way.

—_—

Bercean Methods.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Sketch the history of the sixteen years which passed
| between this lesson and that of last Sabbath ...Saul's
throne was no cushion of ease. Enemies were on every
side of him, and temptations were plentiful; but
neither his enemies nor his temptations were stronger
than those which afterward overtook David....Sketch
Saul's character. 1) His vanity; 2) his selfishness ;
3) his Jealousy; 4) his weakness. ...Show how the
[ traths uttered in this lesson by Samuel are not simply
[ decisions concerning immorality, but rather the utter-
| ances of great practical truths which bear on all our

| lives, in school, home, and place of business,

References. FREEMAN. Ver, 23: Consulting the ter-

chosen? Who prepared him for his work? Who was | aphin, 60, 578... FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA.  Ver. 1,
the prophet of Israel? What did he tell the people to | Prose, 6532-6543, K331, 10146 8737, 16833, 12109 12111,

do? What did he say would result from disobedience,

| 12136, Ver. 22: 4160 4165, 7580, 10762, 10771, Ver. %

Saul's self-will. Tell the story of Saul's offering sac- | 1423, 5276, 5217,

rifice, two years after he became king. Find the ac- | ks ” z §
count in 1 Sam. 13. 1-15, This showed that Saul did | ANALVTICAL AND  BIBLICAL OUTLY
not trust God. He grew impatient, and took his own

The Rins of Baul.

way instead of waiting for God. Then Samuel had to | 1. Vanimy,
tell Raul that God would not give the kingdom to faul's | Set him up a place. v. 12,

family after him, but God gave Saul another chance to

* Let another man praise thee.” Prov, 27, 2.
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II. Farsenoon.
I have performed the commandment. v. 13,
* Covereth his sins shall not prosper.” Prov, 28, 13,
1L Hypocrisy.
The best . ..to sacrifice to the Lord. v. 15,
** The sacrifice of the wicked.” Prov. 15. 8,
IV. DisoBEDIENC
Didst thou not obey. v, 19,
** Rebel. ...the Lord against you." 1 8am. 12, 15.
V. Greep,
Didst fly upon the spoil. v. 19,
** Beware of covetousness.” Luke 12, 15.
VI. Disrovarry,
Rebellion 18 as. ...witcheraft, v, 23,
* Children. . . .rebelled against me." Isa. 1.2,
VIL Skvr wiL,
Stubbornness is as iniquity. v. 23,
** Chosen their own ways." Isa, 66, 3.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
Mutual Rejection.

L. Good and evil are mutually repulsive. There is
nothing so loathsome to a depraved nature as the sight
of purity, and nothing so repulsive to purity as deliberate
fmmorality. God, the fountain of all purity, is eternally
drawing toward himself all human impulse for the right,
and eternally rejecting all the immoral tendencies of
is creatures. It is a matter of ** repentance,” turning
hack, on the part of God, that be set up Saul to be king,
just as soon as Saul has ** turned back ** from following
God ; ** Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord,
he hath also rejected thee.”

2. Obedience is better than sacrifice. God demands
our hearts, and isonly pleased with our outer service so
far as that is typical of our hearts® worship. Forms and
ceremonies are of no value to the Creator. In the ob-

servance of these there must be a sincere and hon- |

est endeavor to worship God ** in spirit and in truth,” to
learn his will, and to do it. Without that, the formal
worship is displeasing to him.

3. Pride works its own downfall,
little in his own sight he was made a king. When he
was great in his own sight, he was dethroned. It is so
in all history. If you watch closely you will find itsoin
your own town—perhaps in your own church, sSunday-
school, family, self.

When Saul was

HOME READINGS.
M. Saul rejected by the Lord. 1 Sam. 15, 10-2
Tu. Saul refected by the Lord. 1 Sam. 15, 24-31.
W, A previous remonstrance. 1 Sam, b
Th. Obedience better than sacrifice, M . 1-8,
F. Punishment of disobedience. Prov. 1. 24-33,
N. Hardness of heart. Heb. 3. 1-12,
M. Keeping the heart, Prov. 4. 19-27.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord,
he hath also rejected thee from being king. 1 Sam.
15,23,

TIME.—1079 B. C.

PLACE.—Gilgal.

No. 116, Dominion Hymnal,
Gracious Spirit, Love divine,
Let thy light within me shine,

Hasten, sinner, to be wise.
| Pleading with thee.

{ Come to the fountain.

| Weeping will not save,

| Why do you wait ?

Lord, at thy mercy-seat.
Jesus, Lover of my soul.
Keep thou my way.

My times are in thy hand.
Dare to do right.

Will Jesus find us watching ?
Is my name written there ?

10R STUDENTS,

QUESTIONS FOR S

e Rejected Word,

Why did God repent of having chosen Saul to be king *

What is meant by God’s repenting ?

| What had been Samuel’s relations fo the king through
these years ¥

Why did Samuel grieve so over God's message ?

When they met was Saul's salutation intended to de-
ceive
1 What was the commandment to which Saul referred ?

Sam. 15, §

Had Saul broken the commandment in the letter or
the spirit 7

What excuse had he to offer for his course #

How did uel interpret Saul's action ¥

How did Saul show that he knew he had disobeyed
in spirit 7 ver, 21

What hearing has ver. 17 on the duty of S8aul ?

2. The Rejected King.

What great principle does Samuel oppose to Saul's
specious excuse ?

What has God been ever trying to teach men as be-
tween the ritual and the spiritual keeping of law ?
_,\\'_k;m was Christ's position on this subject ¥ Matt,
2, 23,

What was the consequence of Saul's disobedience ?

What two sinsdid Samuel lay to Saul’s charge ?

- \\;hut was the effect of this message on Saul ? vers,

What was the end of this sad errand to Saul ? ver, 35,

Practical Teachings,

Here is fidelity of the highest type.
friend, yet it obeys God.

Here is Infidelity equally pronounced,
God, and strives to deceive its friend.

Here is the old struggle of the race. God said, Go'!
Do! Man said, I will go and do as I please,

I will obey : almost will not do.

Here is the old excuse of Adam, * The woman
tempted,” ete. Hear Saul, ** The people took of the
spoil,” ete.

Do you pass your sins over upon some one else ?

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter.
Fear God and keep his commandments,”

1t weeps for its

It disobeys

Hints for Home Study,

1. Learn all that you can about the Amalekites,

2. Study Saul's reign from the time of Samuel’s fare-
well to this lesson,

3. Study out carefully the geography to make sure you
understand how this all happened.

4. Write out in your own language such a dialogue as
might have ocenrred between Samuel and Saul.

5. Read the rest of this chapter, and study it in its re-
lations to the lesson.

DocTRINAL BucaEsTION.~The fruit of disobedience. | QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 111, Dominion Hymnal.
Lord, we come before thee now,
At thy feet we humbly bow.
No. 109, Dominion Hymnal,

Oh, sometimes the shadows are deep,
And rough seems the path to the goal.

l

1. The Rejected Word, ys, 10-21.
Whose word came to Samuel ?
What was the message ?
How did Samuel feel, and what did he do?
What did he hear about Saul the next morning ?
What was Saul's greeting to Samuel?
What question did Samuel ask ?
What was Saul’s reply ?
What command had he violated ¢ See ver, 3.
What did Samuel then say he would tell Saul ?
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What did he ask about S8aul's promotion to be king ?
What had he been told to do with the Amalekites ?
What was he asked about his disobedience ?
How far had Saul obeyed God's word ?
Who did he say had disobeyed, and why ?
What would have been better than making excuses ?
Prov 28. 13.
2. The Rejected King, vs. 22, 23,
‘What did Samuel ask about the Lord's pleasure ?
What is better than sacrifice ?
To what is rebellion here likened ?
What was the punishment for witcheraft? Lev.

20. 27.
What sentence was pronounced against Saul ? (Gold-
en Text.)
Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That sin is sure to be found out ?

2. That God demands full obedience ?
3, That rejection of God means rejection by him ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find what the prophet Micah says about a better of-
fering than sacrifice.
Learn what David says in one of the Psalms about
acceptable sacrifice.
Learn what Paul says about a living sacrflice,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Who was now the king of Israel? Saul.
What did he soon show? Selt-will and disobedi-

ence,
What did this bring upon him? The displeasure of
the Lord.

What grieved Samuel greatly? The Lord's wrath
against saul.

What did Samuel do? He prayed all night.

What did he thendo? He went to meet saul.

What did Saul say he had done Obeved the Lord.

Against whom had Saul been sent? ‘The Amalekites.

Who was their king? Agag.

'. What did the Lord command ? That Agag and all
that he had should lu;'dv-l oyed,
| What did Saul do? He spared Agag,
of That did Ba o P g8y, and the best

What excuse did be make for sparing the best of t!
animals? ‘That he might ofter ¢ I‘III,I! erl (‘l". e

What did Samuel say? That obedience is better
than sacrifice,

What did Samuel tell Saul? That God |l
let him be Mncl.m ! WANIA s
“!Vhy‘{ Because Saul would not have God for his

g,

What is our only safety ? Inobeying God our King.

Words with Little People,
o \:hlnl:‘-l:;‘ﬂntﬁ Obedience
rs just what God says. Does just what he says,
Does it just as he su_v.:. dus e
Half-hearted Obedience

Hears but does not understand. Obeys as far as it
pleases, Seeks self more than God. **To obey Is better
than sacrifice.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. Whither did Jehovah send Saul? To destroy the
Amalekites, [spoil.,

2. How did Saul disobey ? He saved the best of the

3. What excuse did Saul make for this act? ‘That
they were for a sacrifice.

4. What lesson did Samuel then teach bim? ** Obe-
dl;ur%lu better than sacrifice.”

. What judgment was then ronounced against

him? ** Because thou hast rrjﬂ!‘u-d." ete, -

CATECHISM QUESTION.
38, What do you mean by the omniscience of God?
That Gog knows all things, past and present and future

89. How does the Scripture describe this knowledge?
It teaches that God knows “every thought in man's

heart, every word and every action.

el

8. C. 1063.]
Authorized Version.

1 Sam. 16. 1-13. [Commit lo memory verses 11-13.]

1 And the Lorp suid unto Sam’u-
el, How long wilt thou mourn for
Saul, seeing 1 have rejected
him from reigning over Is‘ra-el?
Fill thine horn with oil, und go, 1
/ | will send thee to Jes’se the Beth’le-

1hem-n.e: for 1 have provided me a
king among his sons.

2 And Sam’u-el #aid, How can I
go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.
And the Lorp said, Take a heifer with thee, and say,
1 am come to eacrifice to the LORD.

3 And call Jes’se to the sacrifice, and I will show thee
what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me Aim
whom I name unto thee.

4 And Sam’u-el did that which the LORD spoke, and
came to Beth/le-hem. And the elders of the town
trembled at his coming, and suid, Comest thou
peaceably?

5 And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice
unto the LorD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me
to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jes’se and his son¢,
and called them to the sacrifice.

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he
looked on E-li‘ab, and suid, Surely the Logp's anointed
¢ before him.

7 But the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, Look not on his
countenance, or on the heght of his stature; because I
have refused him: for the LORD seelh mot as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but
the Lorp looketh on the heart.

8 Then Jes’se called A-bin’a dab, and made him pass
before Sam‘u-el, And he said, Neither hath the Lorp
chosen this.

9 Then Jes’se made Sham’mah to pass by. And he
snid, Neither hath the LorD chosen thie.

10 Again, Jes’se made seven of his sons to pass be-

LESSON VIII. THE ANOINTING OF DAVID, [Aug. 25.

Revised Version.

1 And the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, How long wilt
thou mourn for Saul, seeing 1 have rejected him
from being king over Is’ra-e1 ? fill thine horn with
ofl, and go, I will send thee to Jes’se the Beth'le-
hem-ite ; for I have provided me a king among his

2 sons. And Sam’u-el said, How can I go? if
Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the LORD said,
Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sac-

3 rifice to the Lorp. And call Jes'se to the sacrifice,
and I will show thee what thou shalt do: and thou
shait anoint unto me him whom I vame unto thee.

4 And Sam’u-el did that which the Lorp spake, and
came to Beth’le-hem. And the elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, Comest thou

5 peaceably ? And he sald, Peaceably: I come to sac-
rifice unto the LORD : sanctify yourselves, and come
with me to the sacrifice, And he sanctifled Jes'se

6 and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And
it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked
on E-li’ab, and said, Surely the LORD'S anointed is

7 before him. But the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, Look
not on his counterance, or on the height of his stat-
ure; because Ihave rejected him: for the LORD
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, bnt the LORD looketh on the heart.

8 Then Jes'se called A-bin‘a-dab, and made him pass
before Sam’u-el. And he said, Neither hath the

9 LORD chosen this. Then Jes’se made Sham’mah to

by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen

10 this. And Jes'se made seven of his sons to pass be-
fore Sam’u-el. And Sam’u-el said unto Jes'se, The
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fore Sam’u-el. And San‘u-el said unto Jes’se, The
Lonp hath not chosen these.

11 And Sam’n-€l suid unto Jes’se, Are here all thy
children? And he said, There remuineth yet the young-
est, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samu-el
said unto Jes’se, Send and fetch him: for we will not
sit down till he come hither.

12 And he gent, and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to look to. And the Lorp said, Arise, anoint
him: for this is he.

13 Then Sam’u-el took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the
Lorp came upon Da’vid from that day forward. So
Sam’u-el rose up, and went to Ru/mah.

11 LoRD hath not chosen these. And Sam’u-el sald
unto Jes'se, Are here all thy children? And he said,
There remaineth vet the youngest, and, behold, he
keepeth the sheep. And Sam’u-¢l sald unto Jes'se,
gend and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he

2 come hither. And he sent, and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful coun-
tenance, and goodly to look upon. And the LORD

13 sald, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then Sam’-
u-el took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the LORD
came mightily upon Da’vid from that day forward.
80 Sam’u-el rose up, and went to Ra'mab,

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. After the rejection of Saul the sacred
historian turns very naturally to introduce us to the
man who was destined to succeed him and surpass him
as king of Israel. Though rejected, Saul was not de-
posed, nor was any attempt made to interfere with his
rightful authority. And yet the words of the prophet Sam-
uel seem to have been to him a source of constant trouble.
The more he thought upon his doom the more his soul
became subject to gloomy melancholy. He would fain
have been the father of a line of kings, and to have thls
hope dashed from him was to have a deep sorrow settle
on his life. Jehovah's Spirit forsook him, and an evil
spirit filled him with terror and alarm. Verse 14,

Meantime Samuel kept mourning over the sad fact
that the goodly youth, whom he bad anointed for the
kingdom, should be so soon rejected by Jehovgh. None
of these things, however, hinder the development of
God's high purposes for"Israel. He setteth up kings
and putteth down kings, Dan. 2, 21, And when one,
exalted to power and responsibility, proves unworthy of
his high trust, he trains up one who will better serve
the counsels of his wisdom. David, the son of Jesse, is
here introduced to us as the chesen of the Lord, and the
real founder of the monarchy which figures in history
as unique among all the kingdoms of men,

1. How long wilt thou mourn for Saul. The fact
that SBamuel kept grieving over the case of Saul is a
striking evidence of his deep affection. He could not
give him up, and he feared also for the future welfare of
the people and nation. I have rejected him. This re-
Jection was a finality in God's purpose, and it was no
use for Samuel to trouble his soul longer about it.  Fill
thine horn. The vial or flask mentioned in chap. 10. 1
was probably made of a horn, and may have been called
either & horn or a flask. Go, I will send thee. In the

had first met Saul in a city where he went to bless a
sacrifice (9. 13), and he had first anointed Saul privately
(10, 1.) The first anointing of David was to be of a like
private character, and the sacrifice was therefore or-
dered as a prudential measure. There was no duplieity
or wrong in concealing for the time what was impru-
dent to make public. David's safety as well as his own
required of him this much caution.

3. Call Jesse, Bid him to the place of honor, asSaul
und his servant were bidden among the thirty persons
on a former occasion. See chap, 9. 19-22, 1 will show
thee, Samuel never lacked the divine guidance and il-
Jumination at the right time.

4. The elders .. trembled.  Samuel was now old
and well known in all Israel. His condemnation of
saul and separation from him were probably also known
to the elders of Bethlehem. His sudden and unex-
pected coming to the town would therefore naturally ex-
cite some measure of alarm. Peaceably. With no
hostile purpose or word.,

5. sanctify yourselves. By washing themselves and
their garments, and such other ceremonial purifications
as were common in preparation for a sacrificial feast.
Comp. Gen. 35, 2; Exod. 19. 10. Jesse and his sonx.
To these, of course, he paid special deference, and it is
not improbable that he privately informed Jesse of the
great purpose of his coming.

6. When they were come. Or, ** At their coming
fn:" that is, as one after another came into the
prophet’s presence. Samuel superintended the cere-
monial preparation of Jesse and his sons for the feast,
and so had opportunity to see and know them all before
they sat down together at the sacrificial meal, And
said. That is, Samuel said within himself. His judg-
ment, however, was rebuked, as the next verse shows,

former case the man chosen for king had been sent to 7. Not on his countenance. .. stature, That kind

samuel. Comp. chap. 9. 16, Jesse the Bethlehemite,
Whose genealogy is recorded in Ruth 4. 18-22, and

of judgment had been proven false and misleading in
Saul's case. Eliab was probably of commanding looks

1 Chron. 2. 5-12, and whose home was at Bethlehem, in | and size. But this time the cholce was to rest on other
the tribe-territory of Judah, about six miles south of Je- | qualities, ¥ have refused hiw. The same word here
rusalem. 1 have provided me a king. Or, "I have | as in verse 1 above, and there translated ** rejected.'”
seen among his sons.” This language is notably differ- | The Lord rejected outward appearance as having no
ent from that which relates the choice of Saul. He was | claim to consideration unless supported by correspond-
designated rather as the desire of the people; as a great | ing excellence of heart. He will have a man after his

captain and leader, flling the popular idea. Comp. 9.
16; 10. 23,

own heart, not after the fancies of men.
&, 9. Abinadab .. Shammah. One by one thesons

2. He will kill me. We notice here that Samuel | were called in, and introduced to the prophet, and made
was subject to timidity like other men. He had also | to pass by, so that Samuel had full opportunity to note
seen Saul's passionate and hasty manners, and thought | the looks of each. Compare how the prophet was di-
how easily he might turn in demoniac frenzy against | rected of the Lord in his judgment when Saul came into
the man who went about preparing another to take | his presence. Chap. 9. 17.
possession of the throne. That an evil spirit had pos- 10, Seven of his sons, Including those named in
sessed Saul was also probably by this time known to | the preceding verses, The Lord hath not chosen these.
samuel. Comp. verse 14, ®Say, I am come to sacri- | These words must have had a remarkable significance
flee. This was but another way of saying to Samuel | for Jesse, and imply that Samuel had already privately
that he need not publish the matter to the world. He | informed him of his purpose to anoint one of his mﬁs

R
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for some high honor; but there is nothing to show that

Jesse understood that the chosen son was designated to |

! there.
11. Yet the youngest. Evidently not the favorite of |

(he family, and the last one Jesse himself thought of as

1ill the regal office.

worthy to be chosen. He keepeth the sheep. This
fuct shows that he was trusted with responsibility, The
life of the shepherd was one of peculiar exposure, and
David himself had encountered lons and bears. Chap.
17,34, This kind of life proved an excellent school for
David. Sit down. The word thus rendered means,
1o surround,” and here suggests the sitting down or
reclining around a table. Samuel did not propose to
have that family gather round the table of the peace-
offerings with one of the sons absent,

12. He was ruddy. This may refer either to his
<kin or his hair. Red hair is said to have been regarded
asa mark of beauty {n the East. Beautiful counte-
nance, Or, **with beautiful eyes.,” The eye Is an iu-
dex of the intelligence and sprightliness of the soul.

holds more than a drop of water, and, pretty as it is, 1
should mot think of putting a fower I cared for in

Man may and sometimes does give a gift which 8 of
no great beauty or value or use.  But all G ul's *gifts ™
are *good " and ** perfect ™ in their degree, all fitted to
some blessed end. Can we wonder that when God

| would bestow his best gifts he seeks a fitting receptacle
| for them ?

We read last Sunday how the King who had been
chosen for Israel proved himself unfit for God's purposes
by rejecting his word, and how he was himself rejected
of the Lord in consequence. Another king had to be

| found. And this time the taste of the people was not to

Goodly to look to. Of comely and prepossessing ap- |

pearance, Compare the appearance of Joseph. Gen.

30,6, Arise, anoint. Observe how completely Sam- |

uel was directed of the Lord in all his action. This is
he. The one whom, according to verse 1, Jehovah had
seen among Jesse's sons as suitable for King.

13. The horn of oil. Already provided according
to the divine ¢ 1, verse 1. Anointed him in the
midst of his brethren. They all must accordingly have

seen that he had been set apart for some high honor— |
| journey for the old man as to startle the elders of the

perhaps, they may have thought, to become a disciple of
samuel inoneof theschools of the prophets. There is no

evidence that Jesse himself knew of the great honor for i

which his youngest son was destined. It was natural
for Samuel himself to wish to conceal what it was not
necessary for him at this time to make known, and
verse 2 has shown that in this particular he acted accc u}l-
ing to divine direction. The language of Eliab, in chap.
17. 28, suggests that David's brothers eyed him there-
after with some degree of jealousy. Spirit of the
Lord came upon David from that day forward.
The anointing seems to have been an outward channel
for the communication of the Spirit, It was no tran-
Lient or temporary influence, but a continued source of
inspiration to him from that time onward.

We should learn from this lesson :

1. The folly of mourning perpetually over disappoint-
ments we may suffer from the failures of men.

2. Boldness and promptness to do God's bidding may
often be wisely accompanied by reserve, and concealing
of things which, if published abroad, might do great
harm.

3. Family favorites are not always the favorites of
God,

4. The common tendency of man to judge only from
outward looks rather than to inquire after the disposi-
tions of the heart.

5. The providence of God subjects his chosen agents
to the discipline that fits them for their great life-work.

6. No great and glorious life-work possible without
the abiding Spirit of God.

dnglish Teacher’s Notes.

A BEAUTIFUL gift demands a fitting receptacle. 1f you
presented a friend with a fine picture or an elegant vase,
you would not like to find it stowed away in the cel-
lar. And if a fragrant nosegay were brought tostand in
your room, you would not put it into a glass without
water, lest it should too quickly wither and die. 1 buve
geen 4 glass so narrow as well as shallow that it hardly

be consulted. They had a king ** like the nations,” and
he had turned out & failure. Now God was about to
choose one who would be a true shepherd over Israel
(Psa. 78, 71), and on this one he was about to bestow
a precious gift which should fit him for the high office to
which he was to be consecrated.

Had no gift been bestowed on the former king 7 Cer-
tainly : The anointing at the hand of the prophet Samuel
was followed by the Spirit of the Lord coming upon Saul.
chap. 10. 1, 6,10, But this gift found no proper recep-
tacle, or abiding place. The spirit of Saul asserted itself
against the blessed Spirit of God, and made no room for
the gra®ous gift.

Now God sends forth the aged prophet to anoint an-
other in the room of Saul. He travelsdown into the south
of the land to Bethlehem in Judah, such an unwonted

town. Ver, 4, To prevent Saul's taking alarm he calls
the people to a sacritice, and there he meets Jesse, from
whose family the King is to be chosen. Three of this

| family we find afterward in the army of Saul, and the

fine, soldier-like appearance of the eldest strongly attracts
the notice of Samuel. But this outward appearance was
not the thing required. God wanted a ** heart ™ where
his gift would be received and welcomed—a place
where there was room to bestow it.  And as the sons of
Jesse one by one pass before Samuel, the divine voice
is silent, for among all these there is not one who can
bear the test—not one who is just ready to receive, ready
to be blessed. Not until the youngest, whom it had not
previously been thought worth while to call away from
his occupation of keeping the sheep, appears does the
Lord bid Samuel ** Arise and anoint him, for this is he.”
And the holy oil poured on his head is the sign of the
heavenly anointing bestowed on him from on high:
**The Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day
forward.”

"This precious gift of God is not now for the few, but
for the many. We read in Acts 2, 30, what Peter told
the crowd at Pentecost : ** The promise [of the Spirit] is
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.,” The
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in the heart of the believer:
* He dwelleth with vou, and shall be in you." John 14.
17. God is willing to bestow this wonderful gift upon
every one of the class, But the gift demands a re-
ceptacle, The Spirit comes

** Where he can find one humble heart
Wherein to dwell.”

This is what God looks at. There are some hearts so
full of self and pride that his precious gift can find no
room there, But where he sees an empty place—a heart
with the consciousness of need, and the readiness of de-
sire, no matter what the exterfor may be—there he is
willing to pour in the heavenly ol that consecrates the

| anvinted one to his blessed service,
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Cambridge Notes. l

AT the outset of this long biography we may pause for |
a general survey of the character of its hero. A unique |
importance is given to the question by the use so often
made of David's crimes to discredit Old Testament |
morality, through the divine verdict of chap. 13, 14, m!
fearlessly repeated by Paul. Acts 13. 22. The frank
record of David's life makes it abundantly possible to |
aceuse him of unbridled passions, treachery, and mur- |
der, disgraceful weakness in governing his family,
neglect of his subjects’ rights, barbarity to foes, vindic-
tiveness upon his very death-bed, and other vices char-
acteristic of Eastern despotism. And yet he was **after
Jehovah's heart ! ' It is unnecessary to detail the con- |
clusion thence drawn by many crities of fame and in-
fluence, and notably by the learned and fascinating |
French stylist whose severe moral sense, shocked by the
imperfect ethies of the Hebrew Seriptures, takes refuge
in the eomposition of ** realistic™ romance ! In our|
reply we must frankly admit no small part of the in-|
dictment. But any impartial reader may well ask how
so mean and cruel a monster could have won David's
place in the people’s heart and memory. We can show
that amidst unparalleled temptations he remained (nr‘
the most part upright, kind, and devoted to duty, and |
further, that the dark side of his character ppears |
almost entirely after and because of one terrible fall. |
Moreover if he really composed even a small section of |
that national hymn-book to which posterity attached nm}
name-—-and it is sheer perversity to push criticism so
far—we read there unveiled the struggles of a noble
heart, profound in devotion to the theocratic ideal, and |
profound in its penitence when swept away into sin.
And recognizing the ardent and impetuous tempera-
ment of the poet king, we can understand how gusts of |
passion may have swayed him till he fell, and gave ** the
enemies of Jehovah great occasion to blaspheme,” even
to this day.

VERSE 1. Mowrn. Comp. the preceding verse.
Clearly a conspicuous and well-understood action is in-
tended. Private sorrow for Saul's failure could not
have been forbidden by one who mourned it himself.
But Samuel was now to transfer his fatherly ‘1!l|l'illldl"
to a worthier object. Jesse, Hebrew Yishai. For his |
lineage see Ruth 4. 18, xqq. VER. 2. This gives us a |

OL BANNER. [Aug. 25.

jmportant an event, VER. 6, Perhaps Jesse was asked
to bring his sons thus to the feast that Samuel might
choose among them for the chief place. Comp. the feast
t Ramah. Eliab, See the Rev. Ver. margin here
and in ver. 9, We have an exhibition of bhis rude
and overbearing temper in chap. 17, 28, Samuel was
impressed by his stature and beauty, and remem-
bered that Saul had been similarly recommended.
Chap. 10, 24, But, as a Scotch preacher puts it, Eliab was
**ower big for the work," too haughty and self-sufficient
to succeed in a task which called for humility and trust.
VER. 7. Said. Both question and answer were unheard
by other wmen. Jehovah seeth, So the LXX., the He-
hrew being defective, Comp. 1 Chron. 28, 9: Psa. 139 ;
Luke 16, 15; Acts 1. 24, ete. Man. Even a prophet !
VER. 8, The restof Jesse's sons we ower small," not
eligible for such a work either in God's eyes or man's,
Said to himself again, VER. 9. Shammah. Two of his
sons distinguished themselves, 2 Sam. 13. 3: 21, 21,
VER. 10. Seven, See ' Chron. 2. 13, 89q., where, how-
ever, only six are giv. 1. Unto Jesse. Should probably
be omitted, with the LXX. The absolute unconscious-
ness of the family makes it most unlikely that such
words should be spoken aloud. 11. Youngest.
Perhaps by several years. Sh * Pursuing the
occupation usually allotted in  Eastern countries
to the slaves, the females, or the despised of the family.
Comp. the cases of Moses, Zipporah, Jacob, Rachel,
and in later times Mohammed."—Stanley. There isa
shade of surprise in Jesse's voice at the idea of Samuel
wishing to do honor to a mere boy. Nit around the
table for the feast (margin). VER. 12. Ruddy. Red
hair and a fair skin were a mark of beauty among dark-
complexioned Orfentals. Beautiful, with bright and
winning eyes, as the margin suggests. Goodly. Of
figure and bearing. The word is used of Moses (Exod.
2. 2) which passage in Acts 7. 20 is quoted as ** goodly
utito God,"” an addition curiously paralleled by the LXX.

| here. The coincidence seems fortuitous, but the com-

ment reminds us that the winning beauty of face was a
divinely given token. VER. 13, Josephus says that Sam-
uel whispered in David's ear the explanation of the act.
Even this is doubtful; his father and brothers at any
rate did not understand. It is suggested that they may
have supposed him selected for the prophetic school,
where in later times he took refuge. Chap. 19. 18, 8qq.

painful pieture of Saul's deterioration. Neither Samuel | o byie b Jearned his minstrelsy there, Comp. 1
nor David would be safe from his vengeance, and conceal- | Kings 19, 16, Spirit. Departing from Saul, See (-h;u.
ment was absolutely necessary, 'The prophet therefore | 070" 0 miuhlih;. Comp. chap. 11. 6. 'fl;ls sudden
:—u:‘;-'»::::al;il;;l htla;k;ﬂa:.d;(llll‘}lﬂl‘;‘if(llll:"ll«“l"::l ‘:“‘:L:‘l":: | and vehement action of the Spirit is illustrated by Mark
S We may aps infer he was wont 1o pay 0ccasion= |y 4o ang Acis 2,2, It was yet more violent when the
ally to towns not far from Ramah. VER. 4. Beth-lehem. | object was unwilling. Num.) 24, 4, 16; chap. 19, Z;
* House of bread."” whence at last the Bread of heaven | David. * Darling,” the pet name of the youngest child.

was given to men. It was an ancient town, originally | Probably some years elapsed before the first outward

called Ephrath (Gen. 48, 7), and lay five miles south of |
Jerusalem off the Hebron road. Trembling. The ex- |
pressive word recurs in Hos. 11. 11, Probably Samuel |
had retained his judicial functions in matters of relig- |
fon, and the elders feared his rebukes for some offense |
against the national faith. Peaceably. Comp. 2 Kings
9,17, 8. VER. 5. Sanctify. By ceremonial washings
of the body and of clothes, the symbol of spiritual prep- |
aration, See Exod. 19. 10, 14. Samuel went to Jesse's |
house apparently because he was the chief man of the
little town (comp. Ruth 2. 1), and he personally superin-
tended the purifications of the family. The inspection
in the following verses probably did not fall here, but
at the feast following the sacrifice. At this Sainuel was
host, as representative of Jehovah, and could vllmN"
guests for the places of honor inside the house. Thus
he contrived to get a private interview with Jesse and
his sons after the sacrifice which fitly preluded so

step in David's advancement. Ver. 18,

The Liesson Council.

Question 4, Wherein was David a man after
God's own yoort?

The heart of God demands a strict observance of his
law in all that pertains to his worship. The heart of
(iod demands recognition of his power on the part of
all who are called to govern. Saul had grown forgetful

| of God and at Gilgal had gone so far as to usurp the

ofee and authority of the priest, and offered a burnt-
offering unto the Lord ; David in all his official conduct
acknowledged God as King, and the constitution of Is-
rael as perfect. In these particulars, in contrast with
Saul, he was **a man after God's own heart."—Rev,
William Faweett, D.D.
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The Bible uses strong speech. It shows little
sympathy with men who qualify every phrase. He who
reads all that the Bible says about David will not be
misled by the high compliment God pays him, In his
openness to truth, in his longing after purity, in his
yearning for spirituality ; in his love of nature and his
sympathy for humanity ; in his overflowing life and
creative tendencies, shown in the literature and music
which he originate !, the government he organized, and

the civilization he promoted ; and above all, in his love |

of God’s law and his communion with the Lord, David
wrs a splendid example of humanity aspiring after God-
likeness,— Rev. J. W. Bashford, Ph.D.

Not in his moral life was David a man after God's
own heart, although in this respect he was far from
being the depraved creature he is sometimes painted.
There are great blemishes upon his character, but those
who are capable of the highest good when they fall
sometimes indulge in the grossest sins. The bitterness
of his anguish when he did wrong and his readiness to
listen to reproof indicate the natural goodness of his
heart. There was no other living monarch in his day
who would not have lifted the head from the shoulders
of Nathan because of his temerity in uttering his sting-
ing rebuke of David's sin. It was, however, in the
fact that, throughout his entire reign, David steadily
followed out the purpose for which he had been chosen
the leader of Israel that he was a man after God's own
heart.— Rev. William Eakins.

1. In his faith. *The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall |

not want,” expresses the completeness of his faith in
God, and * without faith it is impossible to please him."
2. In his courage. The lion, the bear, the boasting
giant in turn had to be met and conquered, but David

was “‘strong and of good courage,” and prevailed.

3. In his strength and tenderness of affection. What
love he had for Jonathan! How tenderly he mourns

over Saul! With what intensity he bewails Absalom! |

4 In his humility. When rebuked by Eliab at the
camp he showed how perfectly he could rule his own

spirit, and when Nathan sternly denounced him he !

confessed his waywardness and sin. 5. In his religious
zal, His psalms reveal this. His care for the ark of
God, and his desire to build a temple are strong proofs
of his devotion.--Rev. J. Wesley Johnston.

Lesson Word-Picture.

A lonely young shepherd is out on the hill-slope. Al
around him are the green flelds of Bethlehem. Just be-
fore him is the peacefully browsing flock. Perhaps he
is striking a wonderful harp that is his. He likes to
play on the harp ; the sheep like to hear him. The music
helps him to-day. It looks very much as if he had been

slighted, for something wonderful is happening in town {

to-day, and his father's sons were all invited. Why has
he been omitted ? In town to-day is the prophet Samuel,
the greatest man in all the kingdom, greater than King
Saul even. It was Samuel who made Saul a king, and
he could make somebody else king, for there is great
dissatisfaction with Saul.

*1 would like to be a king," says David, “but T am
only a shepherd, and who will want me ? "

So this unwanted David strikes his harp and triesto be
contented.

Jesse, the father, and David’s brothers in all their
finery have gone to the great service where Samuel min-
isters, and by special invitation. And there something
very complimentary happens. Samuel would like to
have them all pass before him, all those sons of Jesse.

“ What is that for # " wonders Jesse. ** Does Samuel

want them for any honor? "

He begins with Eliab, I8 it strange that Jesse is agi-
| tated? This proud father of Eliab can hardly present
him with algnity. And Eliab is a princely-looking fel-
low indeed. Even the sagacious Samuel thinks Eliab
must be the one he wants. There is a whisper in Sam-
uel's ear by One whose judgment of character never
misses the mark, and Samuel shakes his head.

Not want Eliab for that honor whose nature Samuel
keeps such a profound secret?

No, pass on, Eliab! Not wanted !

Next!

That is Abinadab, Not wanted ?

Samuel shakes his head.

Next!

Shammah. Not wanted ?

samuel shakes his head.

Next !

Not wanted !

Seven fine, likely fellows, all in their prime, have
passed before Samuel.

** Are these all, Jesse—all you have? ™

Ah—well—yes—there is—well—one more—and Jesse
does remember it now. He is the youngest, that other
one, and he—he—well, he keeps the sheep.

very well, Jesse! Bring him immediately ! Don't
stand gazing sheepishly, like one of David's flock, but

fetch that youngest son ! And remember, Samuel is not
! going to ** it down " till you have attended to this.

Those big sons look at one another awkwardly, and ail
wish they had stayed behind to tend David’s sheep.

The messenger has gone, He nears the pasture, looks
up, hears a harp, and there is David.

“Du vid!" he eries, **Come! You are wanted !

That is refreshing.

**samuel wants you!"

Indeed! Away hurries David, and soon stands before
gamuel ! His shepherd garments are very poor beside
the fine robes of his brothers, but Samuel does not care
| for that. Such a handsome David ! In his cheeks the
flush of rosy health : in his deep, lustrous eyes the dig-
nity and beauty of a kingly soul.

** Will Samuel let out his secret now and take David to
| be his shepherd 7 ** Jesse may wonder.,

0, no; it is not that! Quick! Look, every one !

| Samuel slips forward. He stands before David. He

| 1ifts a horn of ofl. This David from the sheep-pasture

| Samuel avoints to be Israel’s king! And by his songs
he is king over many hearts to this very day.

l
‘ Primary and Intermediate.
|

LESSON THOUGHT. God sees the heart.

{ Introduce the lesson by asking a few questions. Who
| was samuel ?  How old was he? What did he do?
| Who was Saul? How long had he been King? Ask
[ what kind of line on the board would indicate Samuel's
| walk in life ; straight or crovked? What kind should be
made to show Saul's course ?

A call to the Kingdom. Tell how Samuel mourned
for Saul, until the Lord called him to do an errand for
him. Tell where he told him to go to find a king and
anoint him. Show that this seemed dangerous, for if
saul knew it he might kill Samuel; but the Lord told
| him just what to do, and Samuel trusted God and
obeyed,

Point out Bethlehem on the map, and tell that here
| there was a yearly sacrifice held, and a social festival
| followed. Samuel knew that one of Jesse's sons was to
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be the king, but he did not know which of the number.
It was for him to do Just as the Lord told him to do, and
not ask questions.
The boy David. Tell how one after another of
556" ed before Samuel, and Samuel knew
none of these was chosen,  Where was David ? He
was the boy, and was tending the sheep, Probably he
was about seventeen or eighteen years old at this time.
Why was he chosen, and his older, wiser brothers
Call for Golden Text. God knew David's
heart as he knows all our hearts, He knew what David
could do, and he saw him sitting apart, keeping faithful
wateh over his father's sheep, and he said, ** This boy,
who is faithful and true to all that his earthly father
gives him to do, will not fail to obey his heavenly
Father.” And so God called David to a kKingdom. Ex-
plain that this does not mean that David was at once
put upon the throne, He was called out and set apart
fora great work. The holy prophet of God anointed him to
be a king, not because he was ready to rule [srael, but
because he was to be made ready. Show that the child
who takes Jesus into his heart, and comes into the
Church, is not already one of the Lord's strong soldiers,
but he has come into a place where he can be taught,
and made ready for service.
3 T — The willing heart. God was
| looking for a king when he
| found David. He is looking for
P kings to-day. He was looking
| for a soldier, and he looks for
sidiers now o fight sin.  Make
a large heart on the board.
Print “Willing" on it. God
reads hearts now, just as he
. read David's heart. If he
sees any willing little heart to-day, he wants that one.
Pin a crown to the hoard. He has a crown to give to
such a one. Pin up a paper sword. He wants willing-
hearted soldiers to fight sin, Teach that no child is too
young to begin, Boys or girls who work as well as they
know how, who are true, obedient, faithful, willing to
do God's way, these are the ones who are chosen for his
kingdom.,

passed by ?

Blackboard.

WHAT DOES HE SEE IN
MY HEART

DIRECTIONS. The acorn shonld be drawn with brown
chalk, touched up with dark red: the word * oak ™ in
yellow ; the shepherd's staff should be white, and the
sentence in bright yellow.

The design illustrates more particularly the Golden
Text—* God sees,” In the acorn he sees the oak, and
in the shepherd’s erook was David's scepter, He sees
my he: and knows my thoughts, and he knows what
is hest for me, and for what nsefulness Tam fitted,

OL BANNER. (Aug. 25

Berean Methods.

The Teachers' Meeting.
Picture a petty barbarian monarchy., Several such
now exist in northern Africa, Saul's one puipose Wis
to found a dynasty. Despots always fear treason
Samuel's fear (ver ) was well-founded Indications
of political and ecclesiustical irreg larities in this lesson
and the context. ... The publicity of these pr reedings
such a festal solemnity as this would soon be reported to
Saul The slow training of God's great ones. David's
anointing discloses in his early youth God's brilliant
plans for him ; but how slowly are these plans developed !
With what anxiety and shrewdness, with what humble
reliance on God, must he pass amid all the dangers of
the years which make him victor over Goliath, which
unite him by marriage with the royal family, establish
him at ecourt, gradually awake the king's murder-
ous jealousy, send the patriotic youth into exile’among
his nation’s worst enemies, make him for years a sort of
free-lance or guerrilla, and eventually establish him as
King over a small section of the country. All these
eventful vears David was in training. And his expe-
rience in this regard corresponds with that of John the
Bapt Paul, and Christ, and with that of most of the
great men of Christendom. Let him who would do
great things for God not hurry through his years of
training.

FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Poetical, 1683,
Prose, 2852, 4221-4233, 10817, 10823, Ve
Ver, 23: TI3H, 11520, 11840),

References,
1693, Ver. 7
1 Poetical, 3302, 12027,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE
God's Way of Working.
I. Tue Propuer Sext.
I will send thee. v. 1.
friends, if ye do." John 15. 14
2. Wil show thee what. .. .do, v,
I, Tue PeorLE SaNemiFiED.
Teach you all things." John 14, 25,
sanctify yourselves i
Ye shall be holy." Lev. 11, 44,
Jesse and his sons. v. 5,
sanctify you." 1 Thess. 5. 23
L1, Tue KiNa SELECTED,
L. The Lovd looketh on the heart. v.
** God trieth the hearts,” Psa. 7. 0.
2. Anoint him, for this is he. v. 12,
[ have found David my servant,” Psa. 80, 2.
. Tue KiNe SET Apart.
1. Anointed him in the midst. v. 13.
** With the ofl of gladness.” Psa. 45. 7.
2, Spivit ... came upon David. v. 13,
**The Spirit of God dwell in you." Rom. %, 9

=

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
t of God.

1. Man looketh on the outward appearance. Sam-
uel's suspicion that Saul would kill him if he could was
well founded. Saul's vision was so superfleial that he
would naturally suppose that Killing David would se-
cure to him his throne: but God saw deeper.  Samuel
was afraid to anoint David for fear Saul would murder
him: but God knew better. The Bethlehemite elders
were afraid of Samuel’s visit. Doubtless Jesse was ter-
riled when it became known that the visit was es-
pecially to his family. But through all these timorous
jealonsies and petty managements of man, God was
working out his plan—a plan that not only selected David
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to be king of Israel, but in that selection chose the | 2. As the Lord Looketh.

Messianic family and decided the genealogy of Christ,
‘Then, too, when S8amuel was in the presence of his
seven sons, he did just what you and I would have done.
He was in search of a military hero; he looked at the
hreadth of chest, at the power of muscle, at the clear-
ness of eye, at the height of brow, at all the outward
signs that we are accustomed to associate with intel-
lectual and physical vigor, and he might have chosen
any one of those seven brothers whose lives were after-
ward passed in obscurity. But God saw through all
these exterior charucteristics into a heart which sought
to be in harmony with his own.

2. God looketh at the heart,  And he never mis-
takes, We may deceive our most intimate associates;
we may even deceive ourselves ; we can never deceive |

God,
HOME READINGS,
M. The anointing of David. 1 Sam. 16, 1-5,
Tu. The anointing of David, 1 S8am. 16, 6-13,
W, A psalm of the king. Psa. 45, 1-7,
Th. God's promise to David .|:§'. 19-29,
20-36,

F. Heart-searching. Jer,
S, David's greater Son.  Acts 2.
&, Commended of God. 2 Cor. 10, 7-17,
GOLDEN TEXT,
Man looketh upon the outward appearance, but
the Lord looketh on the heart, 1 Sam. 16, 7.

TIME.—1063 B. C.
PLACE.—Bethlehem.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION. ~Conversion.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 115, Dominion Hymnal,
Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,
Let us thine influence prove.
No. 109, Dominion Hymnal.
Oh, sometimes the shadows are deep,
And rough seems the path to the goal.
No. 122, Dominion Hymnal,
Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear.

The Lord will provide.
Father, lead me.

My youth is thine.

Battling for the Lord.
Work, for the night is coming,
Soldiers of the cross,

Some work to do,

Strike for vietory.

Onward, Christian soldiers,
Arise, go forth to conquer,
Church Rallying Song.
Stand up for Jesus,

To the work.

God speed the right.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. As Man Looketh.

What was the effect of S8aul's rejection on Samuel ?
How was he roused from his sadness ?
What characteristic human quality did Samuel dis-

play ?

Can you recall a similar one from the life of Moses 7

Why should the elders 'lum' felt troubled at his

coming ?

What made S8amuel desire to anoint Eliab ?
What ancient idea is thereby exemplified 7
What essential difference between man's way and

God's way of Judgment is here given ?

What is meant by looking on the heart ?

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 255

How was David brought into the notice of the prophet?
| Did Samuel anoint David because he was the only
[ one left 7

How public was the anointing 7

Why was no pmouuunn taken against the matter he-
| coming known ?
| What was the effect of the anointing ?
| " Illlxl Samuel and David ever meet again? 1 Sam.

0, 18,

t\\'rmt effect did this act probably have on his after

e?

i What evidence does our lesson furnish that David's
y Character was different from that of the brothers ¥

Practical Teachings,
see how God teaches the lesson of submission to his
will. ver, 1.

Here is the only cure for earth’s Sorrows : an ear open

to God's commands : a heart that says, Obey.

A lesson in expediency : Avoid any act that seems

hostile to constituted authority, but obey God.
| What makes a Christian? Not a good face ; not good
dress ; not stature : not Church membership ; not any
| thing external. A right heart makes a Christian,

The submissive spirit receives the divine outpouring.
| David anointed became David consecrated. 8o spiritual
| change often comes tosouls to-day ; submission to God's
| methods makes commission to God's work,

Hints for Home Study.

1. Trace the journey from Ramah to Bethlehem, by
means of a good map. How long was S8amuel's journey ?
| 2 Trace the ancestry of David, What blood flowed
| in his veins ?

3, Find two evidences of Samuel's wide acquaintance
in the country.

4. Find such allusions as you can in the Seriptures to
| this call of God to David, Psa. 78.70,71; 2 Sam. 7. 8;

i Psa, 89, 20, ete.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLA RS,
! 1. Ae Man Looketh, vs, 1-10.

| For what was Samuel rebuked by the Lord?

| What command was given to him?

| What feardid Samuel express?

' What did the Lord bid him do?

What was to be done at the sacrifice?
What effect had Samuel's coming in Bethlehem ¢
Who were invited to the sacrifice, and how were they
prepared?
What was Samuel's judgment of Eliab?
| What did the Lord say about him?
How does the Lord’s judgment differ from men's?
| (Golden Text.)
» Why ghould we be careful about our hearts? Prov.

Ii ﬁ:;:\ many of the sons of Jesse were rejected by the
ord?
2. As the Lord Looketh. vs. 11-13,
What did the prophet then ask?
What absent one was summoned ¥
‘What was his appearance?
What was Samuel directed to do?
What gift came at once upon David?
\:"hq'%i good fruit will the Spirit in us producet Gal.
5. 22, 23,
Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The need of preparing for God's worship?
2. That God ealls men to his service?
3. That God qualifies men for his service?

i‘ Home Work for Young Bereans,

| Find wherein David resembled Esau in appearance?
|
|

Find what shepherd God had before ealled to be a
leader of his people.

Find what herdsman he cuiled to be a prophet,
Find what hup?ened to Saul when tne Spirit of the
Lord came upon David.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Why did Samuel mourn for S8aul ¥ Because Saul had
forsaken God.

To whom did the Lord send Samuel 7 To Jesse, the
| Bethlehemite,
What was he to seek there ? A king among Jesse's
sons,
‘\ Why did Samuel fear to go? He was afraid that
sanl wounld kill him,
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What may we wq\«'( when we go on the Lord's er- |

rands? 'The Lord’s protection.
What did Samuel offer to God at Bethlehem? A
sacrifice,
Whom did he call to the sacrifice? Jesse and his
RONN.
How many sons had Jesse? Eight,
How many came to the si v Weven,
Where was the youngest in the flelds, tending
sheep.
Which one did Samuel think would be king? Eliab,
Why did he think God had chosen Eliab? Because
of his fine appearance.
Upon what does the Lord 100k ? Upon the heart.
How many of Jesse's sons passed before Samuel ?
meyven
Which of the seven did he choose ?

Neither one,

Who was then sent Pavid, the gest son,
What did the Lord say ? Anoint him; this is he.”
What did Samuel do? He an ed David

What came upon David? The spirit of the Lord,
Words with Little People.
GOD READS THE HEART.
In the heart given to Jesus he sees Love, Faith, Obe-
dience, Good-will, Petience, Peace.
What does he see it my heart ?

THE LESSON CATECH
[For the entire school.]

1. How was Saul’s place as king to be filled? By
another chosen by God,

., Who wus made the messenger of this choice?
samuel, who had anointed Saul.

3. In what words did God anr
mun of his choice? ‘*SArise, anoint his
he.”

1. What was the effect of this act upon David? The
Spirit of the Lord came upon him,

5. What did God tell ~amuel was his method of
choice? * Man looketh on the outward,” ete.

: for this is

CATECHISM QUESTION,
40, What is meant by saying that God is all-wie?
That God does everything in the best and most perfect
way, for the accomplishment of His purpose.
With Him is wisdom and strength, He hath counsel and
understanding.—Job xii. 13.

LESSONS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1889,
David and Goliath. 1 Sam. 17. 32-51.

David and Jonathan. 1 8am. 20. 1-13.
SEPT. David Sparing Sanl. 1 Sam. 24, 417,
SEPT. 22, Death of Saul and his Sons. 1 Sam. 3l

Third Quarterly Review and Temperance
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How to Kill a Prayer-Meeting.

Tus is something that searcely needs u receipt.
Leave it mostly to take care of itself—that will have
the des red effect,  Most fires die by Leing let alone,
Suppose the evening of the meeting arrived. Ifone
has any other engagement, religious or social—well,
of course any body can conduct a prayer meeting
—there is no need for you to be there. But to-

night you will go. 1t wants ten minutes to the

hour—of course there is no hurry, you know—it 15

only a prayer-meeting, and it does not matter about
being very punctual, Then find a hymn j never
mind which j the sevens aud sixcs have the sub-
limest sentiments, and if they are too heavy to fly
well, it will tend all the more to cheek all unhealthy
cxcitement. Wait for sometody to start the tune,
and it i¢ is drawling and dull—it is only a prayer-

e

unce to Samuel the |

mecting, you know, Then pray ; suy for fifteen or
| twenty minutes for nothing 'n particular; languidly,
and for things in genersl. Find another hymu
whilst you ure repeating the Lord’s Prayer;
nothing is more likely to destroy asuperstitious re-
gard for forms and appearances. Call upon two or
three more to pray ; the longer they o on the bet-
ter, there will be fewer needed afterward, Have
another hymn, and if you can expound the verses
mildly it will take up time and effectuully destroy the
lyrical effect of the singing, which is a besetment of
modern life. Then after another prayer close. Do
not speak to any body, as it may take awuy the hal-
| lowed feeling of the serviee. That persisted in for
| a month will have the desired effcet. The rigid
form may remain unburied, but the thing itself wiil
give you no further trouble.—Mark Guy Pearse.

———————

The Lianguage h‘rohen by Our
Lord.

Tue langusge of the inhabitants of Palestine in
the time of Christ was Arumae, Of this there
were two dialects, which differed more in pro-
punciation than in any other respect: the Chaldee,
or the Eastern Arumaic, and the Syriac, or the
| Western Aramaie, The Jews during their seventy
years' captivity in Babylon had learned the Chal-
| dee (which is closely allied to the Hebrew) and
continued to use it after Cyrus permitted their
return to Jerusalem, Thus the Chaldee wus
spoken ut Jerusalem and throughout Judea, while
Syriae, sometimes called  Syro-Chuldaie, was
| spoken in the northern provinee - I Galilee. Ience
the * speeeh ” of St. Peter, who was of Bethsaida
of Galilee (8t. John 1. 4b)—his broud north-coun-
try aecent—" betrayed "’ him when he followed our
Lord into the palace of the high-priest at Jerusa-
lem. St. Matt, 28, 78, Corban, Ephphatha (St.
| Mark 7. 11, 84), are instauces of Aramaic words
| used by our Lord, The ancient Assyriun language,
deciphered in the numerous cuneiform or arrow-
headed inseriptions, proves to be a Semitic tongue
allied to thegroup of Hebrew, Aramaie, and Syriae,
but nearest to Hebrew and Sy rine, While *“the
common people,” however, used Aramaic in their
ordinary colloquial intercourse, Greek was the pre-
| vailing language among the more educated classes,
and probably was g¢ nerally heard in the synagogues
(very much as English is largely used in Wales),
in the reading of the Old Testament Scriptures
from the Scptuagint, which (and not the Hebrew)
in those days was practically the Authorized Ver-
sion, and with which our Lord and his apostles
«cem undoubtedly to have been familur.— The
Church Worker.

B thou, then, a temple indeed, & sacred place to
Jim—Ilet all my thoughts within, like white-robed
priests, move round the altar, and keep the fire
| burning. Let thine affections be always & c‘m_nl

filling the room, and inwrapping thy priest-like
‘ thoughts. Let thy hallowed desircs be ever funning
[ the merey-seat with their wings. — Bushnell.
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AGIY FPRUSBFHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. Horsrorp.
ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion, Headache,
Tired Brain,

And all Diseases arising from Indlgestlon and Nerve Hxhaustion,

This is not a ded ‘‘patent medicine,” but a preparation of the phosphates and
phonfhonc acid in the form required by the sy stem,

t aids digestion without injury, and is a beneﬁcml food and tonic for the brain and nerves.

It makes a delicious drink with water and sugar only. and agrees with such stimulants as
are necessary to take,

Descriptive pamphlet free. .
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.I.

BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

44 Be sure the word ‘*Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spurious.

Never sold in bulk. 8-12¢

A BUNDLE OF LETTERS
TO BUSY GIRLS ON PRACTICAL MATTERS.

Written to those girls who have not time or inclination to think and study about the many
important things which make up life and living.

BY GRACE H. DODGE.
12mo, Cloth. Price 60 Cents.

This is a book of practical sense that should be in the hands of every girl. As is well
known, Miss Dodge is a member of the New York Board of Education, and no one knows better
than she does just what girls need to know and how to tell it to them.

““Josiah Allen’s Wife " says of this book : *‘ It is one of the best and most helpful books for
girls I ever read. It is written with charming directness and simplicity.”

The N.Y. Herald says: “ The letters are written in the frank, familiar style which makes
all Miss Dodge’s talks so delightful. There is no conventmnuhty, no formality about them,
but every word is as though spoken from heart to heart.”

The Congregationalist says: ‘“They are plain-spoken, sensible, earnestly Christian, and in
every way thoroughly valuable.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Harirax, N.S.

In ordering ﬂoodl. or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
pudlisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

TO TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS!

Do You Wish to Learn to Speak and Read

FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH, or ITALIAN

In Ten Weeks ?

Send for a Cireular of THE MEISTERSCHAFT SYSTEM.

By Dr. RICHARD S. ROSENTHAL.

A WONDERFULLY SIMPLE AND PRACTICAL METHOD, ENABLING ANYONE TO LEARN, WITH

SOARCELY AN EFFORT, TO SPEA

K FLUENTLY AND CORRECTLY

SPANISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, and ITALIAN.

Puplls learn to speak from the very first lesson in long and connected sentences. Exact pronun-

clation given. Ten weeks' study

sufficient for entire mastery of

every-day and business conversations.

Tur AUTHOR says,—*‘My system combines

the good features of all modern methods, and

follows at the same time, nature’s own way as closely as possible. While some grammars teach
nothing but theory, I lay the greatest stress on pre ‘tical mastery. While others give nothin,

but a number of ill-arranged French or German

conversations, and sneer at any grammatica!

study, 1 give the English equivalent, and as much of the grammar as must be known for all

practical purposes. While others, again, do not

and that of every-day life, I give the common v

words for after studies.

distinguish between the language of literature
ocabulary first, and leave other less necessary

¢« In one word, my system is, to use Dr. Schliemann’s expression, ‘a scientific adaptation of

the natural mode of mastering foreign tongues,’

and has been thoroughly tried by myself for

more than fourteen years, and most successfully used by teachers and scholars all over the

Continent of Europe for the last five years.

¢« A glance at the first few pages of the lessons will show how I teach the student to think in
Foreign Languages, and I can safely assert that my rules strictly followed will undoubtedly lead
to the most perfect success, as proved by the experience of thousands of my pupils.”

FROM A MASS OF TESTIMONIALS

Rev. Dr. Withrow, Editor of our Methodist Magazine
and Banner, says,—* Next to being in a foreign country,
* think the MEISTERSCHAFT SYSTEM is the best of all methods
of leavning the modern languages.”

The Journal of Education, Boston, Mass., says,—" Dr.
Rosenthai's MEISTERSCHAFT SYSTEM is & wonderful im-
rrovement on all other systems of teaching foreign
anguages. We predict for it an unprecedented success.”

What the Uiterary World, London, England, says,—
“Dr. Rosenthil has worked out his theory with a skill,
thoroughness, and adherence to sound scientific principles
which we have not fouud elsewhere.”

WE SELECT THE FOLLOWING :

What the Scotsman, Edinburgh, Scotland, says,—* It
has never been known to fail in what it professes, viz, : to
give a complete mastery over a foreign language in a
wonderfully short time.”

The Herald, Boston, says,—‘' Dr. Rosenthal has re-
duced to s scientific, simple and most practical system,
the linguistic method of all persons, who, by residence
abroad, have become fluent in the use of foreign tongues.
We recommend the MEISTERSCHAPT SYSTEM most heartily
to all who, in a short time, want to acquire real fluency
of speech.”

PRICES.
Germa Series, 15 Pamphlets, each 35 cents net, orin Sets - - - $5 00 net.
French " " " " = =+ = 80D 0
Spanish " " " - - - 500
Italian " " " " - - - 500
Latin, Part 1 just published - - - - - - - =~ 05

It would be greatly to Your advantage

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80

©. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.

to purchase a COMPLETE SET at first,

King Street East, Toronto.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

—BOOKSH

WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL.

“Books are the Windows Through Which the Soul Looks Out; a
House without Books is Like a Room Without Windows.. It is One’s
Duty to Have Books.”

STANDARD SERIES.

The hooks of *The Standard Series” are clearly printed on good paper, and are
bound in postal card manilla. The series contains talks, stories, novels, essays,
popular science, seli-help, hygiene, history, also commentaries.

WE PAY THE POSTAGE.

No. Prick.  No PRICE,
1. John Ploughman’s Talks, Spurgeon)gg 12 | 39. The Hermits. Kingsley. . ..........$0 15
Choice of Books. Carlyle ........) 40 John Ploughman’s Pictures . ....... 15
2. Manliness of Christ. Hughes. .10 42, Bible and Newspaper. Spurgeon . 15
3. Macaulay’s Essays . . ... ... 15 14 Goldsmith’s Citizen of the World. .. 20
4. Light of Asia. Arnold.... ......... 15 | 45 America Revisited. Sala........... 20
5. Imitation of Christ. Kempis 15 ' 46, Life of C. H, Spurgeon. Yarrow... 20
6-7. Life of Christ. Farrar..... 50 47, John Calvin, Guizot ... i o 15
8. Carlyle’s Essays ......... C.... 20 48 49. Dickens’ Christmas Books . .. 50
‘) 10. Life and Work of St. Paul. I' ¢ 50 50 Shairp’s Culture and Religion ...... 15
. Self-Culture. Blackie ... ... © 10 51-52. Godet’s Commentary on Luke ... 2 00
l’ 19. Knight's History of l-,ublmnl . 280 54-57. Van Doren’s Commentary on Luke 3 00
20-21. Letters to Workmen  Ruskin 30 59. The Nutritive Cure. Walter . ... 15
22, Idyls of the King. Tennyson ...... 20 00. Sartor Resartus. Carlyle . 25
23. Rowland Hill. Charlesworth ... .. 15 61-62. Lothair. Beaconsfield 50
24, Town Geology. Kingsley .. ..... 15 6366, History of Bible Translation . . .. 50
25, Alfred the Great. Hughes ... .. i 20 67. Ingersoll Answered. Parker ....... 15
26. Outdoor Life in Europe. Thwing 20 68-69. Studies in Mark. Hughes ... 60
27. Calamities of Authors. D’'Israeli 20 70. Job’s Comforters. Parker.......... 10
29. Ethics of the Dust. Ruskin ... .. 15 7). Reviser’'s English, Moom .. ...... 20
‘ 30-31. Memories of My Exile. ]\nssuth 40 72. Conversion of Children. Hammond. 30
33-34, Orations of Demosthenes .. ... 40  73. New Testament Helps. Crafts ..... 20
35. Frondes Agresses. Ruskin .. .... 15 74 Opium- England’s Policy. Liggins. . 10
36. Joan of Are. Lamattine........... 10 75 Bood of Jesus. Reid. ............ 10
37. Thoughts of Aurelius Antoninus 15 | 76. Lesson in the Closet. Deems... .. .2
38, Salon of Madame Necker, Part I1.. 23 | 79, Reminiscences of Lyman Beecher. . . 10
' ORDER BY NUMBER AND TITLE.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.S.




CHAUTAUQUA
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIG GIRGLE.

1

Is it too late for you to go to School or to College (are you too old, or too poor, or too
busy) ?

Waould you like to pursue a carefully arranged course of reading in History, Litera-
ture, Science and Art?

Would you like to turn mature years, middle life and old age into youth again.

Would you like to turn strect, sitting.room, parlor, shop, railw: ar, market,
Kitohen, sea-side, and forest into recitation'rooms? The Chautauqua Literary and eien-
tific Circle is designed to meet just this need.

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Ci
either the high school or the college.
It does not guarantee to it~ students what is implied-in the term ** a liberal education.”
Its diploma does nof assert more tian this fact : that the graduate ** has completed
the four ) ears’ course of veading requirved hy the C. L, 8, C."

The Chautanqua Literary and Scientific Circle does aim (1) to encourage people to read
helpful and instructive bioss, ani (2) to stimulate these readers, as far as possible, to
become careful and thorough students

The four years course of the * C. L. 8. C." embraces the subjects taken up in an average
college course, and in this way the Circle gives to its readers the college student’s general
outlook in History, Literature, Science and Art. The study of the languages and of
higher mathematics, however, does not form a part of the work of the ** C. L 8. C.,” nor
is the Circle in any sense a college either in its course of study or in its methods of work
and yet it has put edneati nal influence, atmosphere and ambition into the homes of the
peoph- which will lead many thousands of youth to seck the education which colleges and
universities supply.

cle does not claim to be a substitute for

The *“C. L, 8. C."” is for busy people who left school years ago, and who desire to pursue
sunie systematic course of instruction,

It is for high school and colleze graduates, for people who never entered either high
school or college, for merchants, mechanics, apprentices, mothers, busy housekeepers,
farmer-boys, shop-girls, and for people of leisure and wealth,

Many college graduates, ministers, lawyers, physicians, and accomplished women are
taking the course. They find the required books entertaining and helpful, giving them a
pleasant review of the studies lo & ago laid aside. Several of our members are over eighty
years of age ; comparatively few are under eighteen,

The requirements of the *“ C. L. 8. C." are very simple. Any person may join the
Circle upon the payment of the annual fee. No ion is
necessary.  Persons may enter for one year if desired, but “all members are urged to com-
plete the full four-years' mume,

More than sixty th 1 persons are ing the *C. L. 8. C.” course of reading,
and nearly nm-w- thousand have wmphtul the four- years' course, and received their

is of these d after- of study for which
u|weml seals are aw, arded, to be paced upon the diploma.

The regular course embraces nun!»le, entertaining and instructive rending in ancient
and modern history and literature, in physical, menlnl llld moral science, nmi in all
matters that periain to a true life— phnuul industrial, d social,
political, and 1t is ional 11
and fraternity, inspiring help to the home, the Church, ‘and the suw All are alike
weleome to its fellowship,




POPULAR EDUCATION.

The *C. L. 8. C." has the spirit of delightful fellowship that belongs to the college :
its ““mottoes,” **songs,” ‘‘memorial days,” * vesper services,” “d|plonmn," ** recoy-
nition days,” ‘seals,” badges,” *‘class gatherings,” “alumni reunicas,” ete., give
tita pecullnr charm and kindle husi; among it bers,

The “C. L. 8. C.” has received the hearty endorsement of WiLLiaM CULLEN BRYANT,
Bishop Simpson, Dr. Mark Horkins, President Skeuve, of Amherst, Dr. LYMAN ABBOTT,
and other leading educators of America.

The “C. L. 8§ C.” was organized in 1878. The class that joined then read four
years—that is 1878-1882, In 1582 this class was graduated, and its members are still
known as belonging to the * Class of 1852."

The readings of the several classes for any one year are substantially the same.

The course marned out below for the year beginning October, 1889, and closing in June,
1590, will be--

The first year for the ** Class of 1893.” The third year for the *‘ Class of 1801."
The second year for the ** Class of 1892." The fourth year for the ** Class of 1890."
THE FOUR YEARS' COURSE OF THE C. L. 8. C.
1889-90, 189091, 1891-92, 189293,
Canadian History and
Roman History. English History. Literature. G
Latin Literature. English Literature, |American History.
Human Nature. Engiish Composition. American Literature. (-reck Mythology.
Political Economy. Astronomy. History and Literature Ancient Greek Life,
Art. Geology. of the Far East, Circle of the Sciences.
Philosophy. Pedagogy. Physiology & Hygiene. | Zoology.
Physics. Readings from Questions of Public Chemistry.
Physical Geography. French Literature.  Interest. | Philanthrop:
Uses of M ics. |Social Q German Literature. |Religious Li:erature.
Religious Literature. 1 ligi I

STUDIES FOR 1889-90.

Ovruing History or Rome. Vincent and Joy ‘e sesssesensnsenens $0 70

Pourricar Ecoxomy. Ely .... . ........ 100
How 10 Junak oF A PICTURI Van Dyke 60
TE BisLe 15 THE NINKTRENTH CENTURY. Townsend 40

PREPARATORY AND COLLRGE LATIN Coursk IN ENatisn (in one Vol.), W'lkinson, .. 130
ORAUTAUQUA CoURSS IN PHYSIOS, 8teele............oo voveniiiviiiirssressanse . 100
247 The complete set malled post-free fur $5.

Canadian Students will please note that the books are supplied by the
Canadian Agents at the American publisher’s prices, no advance being made
for duty, etc. Canadian Students will, therefore, find it to their advantage
to order from the Canadian Agents, and save the duty which they might
have to pay if ordered from the States.

The required readings in * The Chautauquan ” will include papers on the following
subjects :

1. The Politics which made and unmade Rome. 2. The Story of Roman Excava-
tion. 3. old Roman Life. 4. Tales from Roman and Italian Life. 6. *“ The Chautau-
Ru-n Map Series. 6. Sunday Readings. Tmportant Public Questions. 3. The
Face of the Earth. 9. The Uses of \lnhem.n.x('s 10. Traits of Human Nature.
11. Mental Philosophy, etc.

WILLIAM BRICCS, 78 & 80 KINC ST, EAST, TORONTO.
CANADIAN ACENTS { C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.

“The Chautauquan” may be ordered from Lewis C. Peake, Box 603, Toronto,

Canada.

(To foreign subscribers in countries included in the postal union, ** The Chautauquan *
will be sent, postpaid, for $2.25).
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A CUMPLETE DICTIONARY OF

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS,

Or Synonyms and Words of Opposite Meaning.

With an Appendix, embracing a Dictionary of Briticisms, Americanisms, Colloguial Phrases,
ete., in current use, a Collection of Foreign Phrases and a Complete List of Abbrevia
tions and Contractions used in Writing and Printing.

By the Right Rev. SAMUEL FALLOWS, A.M., D.D,,
Author of ““ Supplemental Dictionary,” etc., ete.

12mo, Cloth. 512 Pages. - - - Price $1.00.

This work is destined to aid students, clergymen, literary men, public speakers and
others in finding the best word to express the thought they wish to convey.

The Antonyms will be of great assistance in furnishing words of opposite meaning,
a8 the synonyms in supplying synonymous words.

R ——_———

CHEAP EDITION OF

OF THE

SMITH’S

DICTIONARY BIBLE.

With numerous maps and illustrations. Svo, cloth, 776 pp., only $1.50.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 786 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO.

C. W, COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Hauwrax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

COLLINS’ BIBLIGAL GOMMENTARIES

FOR THE CLERGYMAN, THE TEACHER, AND THE STUDENT.

A CO“ENTARY CRITICAL, EXPERIMENTAL, and PRA "TICAL, on the OLD and
NEW TESTAMENTS., By the REv. RoBerT JaMmiesoN, D.! Paul’s, Glasgow ; Rev,
A, R, Fausser, D.D,, St. Cuthbert’s, York ; and the Rev. Da rowx, D.D,, Professor
of Theology, Aberdeen
In order to bring these valuable Works more within the reach qf Clergymen, Sunday School

Teachers, and Bible Students, the Publishers have made a able red in the published

ice of the various Editions,

LIBBARY El)l'l‘l()h, with the Authorized Version—6 vols., medium 8vo, cloth, $15.00; or

y, $3.00 per volume ; Half-bound Morocco or Calf, per set, $20.00.

STUDENT’S EI)l’l‘lOV with the Authorized Version—being an nbndgment of tue larger one,
4 vols., fcap. 8vo, cloth $3.00; Half-bound Morocco or anlf §5.00.

I’ORTABLE EDITION — Also an abridgment, but somewhat fuller than the ‘‘ Student’s,”
more space being at the Editor's command. It is without the Authorized Version, 2 voll
gont 8vo, cloth, each about 750 pp., $3.00; Half-bound Morocco or Calf, $4.50. Also a

HEAP hm’noN, on thin paper in ne Volume, about 1,500 pp., cloth lettered $2.75; Half
bound Morocco or Calf, $3.75.

LONDON, GLASGOW, EDINBURGH :
WILLIAM COLLINS, SONS & CO., (Limited.)

To be had from all Booksellers in the DomiNION, 3-6¢

DU T AP S IF THE BABY IS CUTTING TEETH
HAPPY GREETINGS ““iias ‘winsiows "
18 Now READY. SOOTHING SYRUP

This book,is purely a Sunday-school book, and is

amply supphod wl{h usic s;or the year round FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

wmethmg good for every occasion, and enough of it
0 last for several years.,

Price 36 Cents Each; 830 Per Hundred.

One Specimen Co in Paper Cover, mailed on
roceipt of 85 osnts,  Addross,

ASA HULL, Publisher,

1t soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colic, and is the best remedy for diarrhea.

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. §&ly

150 Nassau Street, New York BUY
Or, WILLIAM BRIGGS, The Albert CoJ’s
80 K 8 East, T , ONT. ]
B& ING STREET EA8T, TORONTO, 0:’; BABY’S OWN éE
e SOAP, §

OATMEAL, SKIN, &c., &e.

BEWARE OF 1MITATIONS,

MINARD’S 'P..onoen;m oR

HONFETIOC SHORT HAND
Self-taught. 8end for OCatalogue. Address
*1y The Phonographlc Institute, Cincinnatl.

“KING OF PAIN.”

L I N I M E N I s ow HYMNS, TUNES & CAROLS for
AND IN the Sunday School, &c. Immense

REAP Success. 35¢. post paid ; by express
R3.60 per doz. $30 per 100,
KURZEN’KNABE & SONS, Harrisburg, Pa.

81y

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will obige the
publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by mmw that 10w 8aw the advertigement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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BALDNESS. GRAY HAIRS

If you are troubled with a diseased scalp,
it your hair is falling out, if it is weak
and thin, or if you have become bald,
your hair may be restored to its original
healthful condition and color by the use
of all's Hair Renewer. This eflicient
remedy combines the most desirable qual-
ities of the best preparations for the
hair, without the use of any objection-
able ingredient. Mrs, Iunsberry, 344
Franklin ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., after a
severe attack of erysipelas in the head, lost
her hair so rapidly that she soon became
quite bald.  One bottle of Hall’s Hair Re-

newer produced & new growth, as 80(!,‘

brown, and thick, as in youth,

HALL'S

are honorable, when they are associated
with advanced age, but to be pre maturely
gray is unpleasant, to suy the least. If
you cannot renew your youth, you may, at
least, attain the appearance of it, by the
use of Hall's Hair Renewer. Randolph
W. Farley, Nashua, N. IL,, quite a young
man, whose hair had become gray, like
that of a very aged person, applied Hall's
Hair Renewer, and now his locks are a
beautiful brown, as in youth, He says:
«The effects, in my case, from the use of
all’s Hair Renewer aretruly marvelous.”
Mrs. E. Elliott, Glenville, W. Va., says:
«One bottle of Hall’s Hair Renewer re
stored my hair to its youthful color.”

VEGETABLE
SICILIAN

Hair Renewer

is not a dye, nor does it contain any colorin;
its original color by exciting the scalp to
efficient remedy in cases of scalp disease.

2 matter whatever. 1t restores the bair to
a natural, healthful action, and is, also, an
Walter Burnham, M. D., Lowell, Mass.,

writes: * Having, by accident, seen Hall’s Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer used for
restoring the hair, where inveterate eruptions had resisted various kinds of treatment,
I found that not only was the hair restored to its natural beauty, but also the disease
of the sealp was ccrupletely cured. I have since recommended the Renewer, fre-
quently, in similar cases, and always with the same success.”

The beauty and vigor of the hair is easily
maintained by the use of Hall’s Hair Re-
newer.  Mrs, Susan II. Scott, Stoddard,
N. II., writes: **The Renewer will cer-
tuinly restore gray hair to its original
color. [ have used it ten years, and it has
given perfect satisfaction, It Keeps my
hair in splendid condition.” Mrs. E. M.

Rittenhouse, Humboldt, Kansas, writes:
«1 have used Hall's Hair Renewer for

J. B. Duncan, Laredo, Texas, writes:
« For a number of years my hair had been
growing thinner, until at last I became
quite bald, The use of two bottles of
Hall's Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer
has restored to my head a fine, healthy
growth of hair.” H. Errickson, 4 Chest-
nut st., Charlestown, Mass., writes:
«When 1 commenced the use of Hall's
air Renewer, the top of my head was

vears, Tt keeps the scalp clean and perfectly bare. T am now using my fourth
healthy, the hair dark and glossy, and pro- | bottle, and my head is covered with a nice

duces & new and vigorous growth.”

Hall’s Hai

| growth of new hair.”

r Renewer,

PREPARED BY

R. P. HALL & CO,,
For Sale by

Nashua, N. H,, U. 8. A
all Druggists.




