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PREFACE.

OR the better underftanding

of the letter immediately fol-
lowing, it may not be unneceffary
to give the reader fome previous
idea of the people who are the
fubje& of it, as well of the letter~
writer. ‘
The beft account of the Mick-
makis 1 could find, and certainly
the moft authentic, is in a memo-

rial furnithed by the French minif-
try in April, 1751, from which

the following paragraph is a tran-

{lated extra&

¢« The government of the fa-
€€ vages dependent on Cape-Bre«
¢ ton exadls a particular attention.

a ‘ All

By
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¢ All thefe favages go under the
“ name of Mickmakis.  Before
¢« the laft war they could raife
¢« about {ix hundred ﬁghtmg-men,

“ accordmg to an account given

“¢¢in to his moft Chriftian majefty,

« and were diftributed in feveral
“ v1llages eftablifhed on Cape-Bre-
‘¢ ton ifland, ifland of St. John, on
< both the coafts of Acadia (Nova-
¢ Scotia) and on that of Canada.
« All, or moft of the inhabitants
¢ of thefe villages have been in-
« fruced in the Chriftian rcligion,

¢ by miflionaries which the kmg

« of France conﬁantly maintains
s¢ amongft them. It is cuftomary
« to diftribute every year to them
¢ prefents, in the name of his ma-
¢¢ jefty, which confift in arms, am-
¢ munition of war, victuals, cloath-

¢ ing, and utenfils of various forts.

¢_And thefe prefents are regulated

€ ac«
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¢ according to the circumftances
¢ of the time, and to the fatisfac-

¢¢ tion that fhall have been given
¢« the government by the condu&
¢« of thefe favages. In the laft
¢ war they behaved fo as to de-
¢ ferve our approbation, and in-
¢« deed have, .on all occafions;
¢ given. marks of their attach-
““ ment and fidelity. Since the

¢ peace too, they have equally dif--

¢ tinguifhed themfelves in the dif-
¢¢ turbances that are on foot on the
« fide of Acadia (Nova-Scotia).”
The laft part of this foregoing
paragraph neéds Mo comment.
Every one knows by what fort of
fervice thefe favages merit the en-
couragement of thé French
vérnmient,s and by what acts of
perfidy and ecruelty exerciféd on

the Englifh, they are to- carnr their

réwatd.
a2 The
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f The Maricheets, mentioned in
-’ the faid letter form a diftin& na-
tion, chiefly fettled at St. John’s,
‘ ‘ . and are often confounded with the
Abenaguis, {o as to pafs for one
nation with them, though there is
; certainly fome diftin&ion. They
i ufed, till lately, to be in a conftant”
. ftate of hoftility with the Mickma-
kis. But, however, thefe nations
may be at peace or variance with
one another, in one point they
agree, which is a thorough enmity .
to the Englith, cultivated, with
great application by the miffiona-
- ries, who add to the fcandal of a
R | conduét {o contrary to their pro-

! feflion, the bafenefs of denying or
30 : evading the charge by the moft pi-
tiful equivocations, It is with the |
7 words peace, charity, and univer-

fal benevolence, for ever in their
mouths, that thefe incendiaries, by
infligations
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inftigations dire& and indire&, in-
flame and excite the favages to
commit the cruelleft outrages of
war,and the blackeft a&s of treach-
ery. Poor Captain How | is well
known to have paid with his life,
infamoufly taken away by them, at
a parley, the influence one of
thefe miffionaries (now a prifoner
in the ifland of Jerfey,) had over
thefe .,rmfgulded wretches, whofe
native innocence and fimplicity are
not proof againft the corruption,
and artful {fuggeftions of thofe holy
feducers.

It would not;, perhaps, be impof-
fible for the Englifh, i they were
to apply proper means, and efpe-
cially-lenient ones, to recover the
affe¢tions of thefe people, which,
for many reafons, cannot be en-
tirely rooted in the French intereft.
That - great ftate-engine of theirs,

seligion,

s e,
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[ vi ]
religion, by which they havefo
ftrong a liold on the weak and cre-
dulous favages, might not; how-
ever, be an invincible bar to our
faccefs, 'if it was duly ‘ counter-
worked by the offer of a much
more pure and rational one of our
own, -joined to fuch temporal ad-
vantages as woyld fhew them their
fituation capable of being much
meliorated, in_every refpe@; and
efpecially that of ﬁ‘eedom, which
they cannet but be fenfible, is daily
decreafing under the infidious en-
croachments and blandithments of
the . French, who never carefs but
to enflave, nor hug but to flifle;
whofe pretences, in {host, to fupee
rior humanity and -politenefs, ate
not amongft their leaft arts of con-~
queft;

As to the kttef-wmter, he is an
abbot much refpecied in thofe parts,
‘who




fvil
who has refided the greateft viarf
of his life amongft the Mickmakis;
and is perfectly acquainted with
their language, in the compofing
of a Di&ionary of which he has
labored eighteen or twenty years ;.
but I cannot learn that itis yet pub-

lithed, and probably for reafons of

{tate, it never may. The letter,
of which the tranflation is now

iven, exifts only in a manu=—
) y .

{cript, having never been printed,
.being entirely written for the fa-
tisfaction of a friend’s curiofity, in
relation to the original manners
and cuftoms of the people of which
it treats, and which, being thofe
of favagesin the primitive ftate of
unpolithed nature, may perhaps, to
a philofophical enquirer, afford
more amufement and inftru&ion
than thofe of the moft refined focie-
- ties, What man really is, appears at

| leaft
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leaft plainer in the uncultivated fa~
vage, than in the civilized Euro-
pean. '

The account of Acadia (Nova-
Scotia) will, it is to be hoped, ap-
pear not uncurious ; allowance be-
ing made for its being only in form
of a letter.




LETTER, &

Micmaki-Country, March 27, 1755.
SIR, A

Should long beforc now have fa-
tisfied you in thofe points of curio-

fity you exprefled, concerning the

favages amongft whom I have {o long re-

fided, if I could have found leifure for it.

Literally true it is, that I have no {pare
time here, unlefs juft in the evening, and
-that not always. This was my cafe. too
in Louifbourg; and I do not doubt but

you will be furprifed at learning, that I

“~enjoy as little reft here as there.
B Had
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Had you done me, Sir, the honor of
pafling’ with me but three days only,
you would foon have feen what fort of a
nation it is that I have to deal with. I
am obliged to hold frequent and long
parleys with them, and, at every occa-
fion, to heap upon them the moft fair
and flattering promifes. I muft incef-
fantly excite them to the practice of acts
of religion, and labor to render them
trattable, fociable, and loyal to the king
(of France). But efpemally, I apply
myfelf to make them live in good un-
derftanding with the French.

With all this, I affeét a grave and feri-
ous air, that awes and impofes upon them.
I even take care of obferving meafure
and cadence in the delivery of my words,
and to' make choice of thofe expreflions
the propereft to firike their attention,
and to hinder what I fay from falling to
the ground. If I cannot boaft that my
harangues have all the fruit and fuccefs
that I could wifh, they are not however
wholly without effe. As nothing in-

\ chants




[s1 .
chants “ thofe people more than a ftyle of
nietaphors and allegories, in which even
their common converfation abounds, I
adapt myfelf to their tafte, and never
pleafe them better than when I give what
I fay this turn, fpeaking to them in their
own language. I borrow the mott lively
images from thofe objects of nature, with
which they are fo well acquainted ; and
am rather more regular than even them-
{felves, in the arrangement of my phrafes.

I affe@, above all, to rhime as they do; -

efpecially at eag:h member of a period.

This contributes to give them fo great an -

idea of me, that they imagine this gift of
fpeaking is rather an infpiration, than an
acquifition by ftudy and meditation. In
truth, I may venture to fay, without pre-
fumption, that I talk the Micmaki lan-
guage as fluently, and as clegantly, as the
beft of their women, who moft excel in
this point.

Another of my occupations is to engage
and fpur them on to the making a copi-
ous chace, when the hunting-feafon comes

B2 in,
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in, that their debts to the dealers with

- ‘them may be paid, their wives and chil-
“dren cloathed, and their credit fup-

ported.

It is neither gaming nor debauchery
that difable them from the payment of
their debts, but their vanity, which is ex-

~ ceffive, in the prefents of peltry they make

to other favages, who. come either in
quality of envoys from one country to
another, or as friends or relations upon a

vifit to one another. 'Then it is, that a-

village is fure t6 exhaaft itfelf in prefents,
it being 2 ﬁandmg rule with them, on
the-arrival of fuch perfons, to bring out
every thing that they have acquired,
during the winter and fpring-feafon, in
order to give the beft and moft advantage-
ous idea of themfelves. Then it is chief-
ly they make feafts, which fometimes
laft feveral days; of the mannerof which
I thould perhaps fpare you the defcrip-
tion, if the ceremony that attends them
did not include the ftrongeft atteftation of
the great ftrefs they lay on hupting ; the
excell-




[ 5T

excelling wherein they commonly take
for their text in their panegyrics on thefe
occafions, and confequently enters, for a
great deal, into the idea you are to con-’
ceive of the life and .manners of the
favages in thefe parts.

The firft thing I am to obferve to you
is, that one of the greateft dainties, and
with which they crown their entertain-
ments, is the fleth of dogs. For it is not

till the envoys, friends, or relations, are
on the point of departure, that, on the
eve of that day, they make a confiderable
flaughter of dogs, which they flea, draw,

and, with no other drefling, put whole .

into the kettle ; from whence they take
them half boiled, and carve out into as
many pieces as there are guefts to eat of
them, in the. cabbin of him who gives
the treat. But every one, before enter-
" ing the cabbin, takes care to bring with
him his Oorakin, or bowl, made of bark
of birch-tree, either polygone thaped, or
quite round ; and this is pradifed at all

their entertainments, Thefe pieces of -

2 , dogs
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[ 61
dogs fleth are accompanied with a fmall
Oorakin full of the oil or fat of feal,
or of elk’s greafe, if this feaft is given
at the meiting-time of the fnow. Every
one has his own dith before him, in which
he fops his fleth before he eats it.  If the
fat be hard, he cuts a {mall piece of it
to every bit of fleth he puts into- his
mouth, which ferves as bread with us.
At the end of this fine regale, they drink
as much of the oil as they can, and wipe .
their hands on their hair. * Then come
in the wives of the mafter and perfons in-
vited, who carry off their hufbands plates,

and retire together to a feparate place,

. where they dlfpatch the remains.

After grace being faid by the old-
eft of the company, who alfo never
fails of pronouncing it before the meal,
the mafter of the treat appears as if bu-
ried in a profound contemplation, with-
out fpeaking a word, for a full quarter of
an hour; after which, waking as it were
out of a deep {leep, he orders in the Ca/u-
mets, or Indian pipes, with tobacco. Firft

he
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he fills his own, lights it, and, after fuck-
ing in two or three whiffs, he prefents it

to the moft confiderable man in the com- -

pany : after which, every one fills his pipe
and {moaks. _

The calumets lighted, and the tobacco
burning with a clear fire, are fcarce half
{fmoked out, before the man of note
before mentioned (for the greateft honors
being paid him) _gets up, places himfelf
in the midft 6f the cabbin, and pro-
nounces a fpeech of thankfgiving. He
praifes the mafter of the feaft, who has
fo-well regaled him and all the company.
He compares him te a tree, whofe large
and ftrong roots afford nourithment to a
number of {mall thrubs ; or to a falutary
medicinal herb, found accidentally by
fuch as frequent the lakes in their ca-

noes. Some I have heard, ‘who, in their

winter-feafts, compared him to the tur-
pentine-tree, that never fails of yielding
its fap and gummy diftillation in all fea-
fons: others to thofe temperate and mild

days, which are fometimes feen in the .

midft
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midft of the fevereft winter. They em-
ploy a thoufand fimilies of this fort, which

I omit. After this introdution, they
procecd to make honorable mention of

| { the lineage from which the mafter of the
i feaft is defcended.
P « How great (will the oldeft of them
- ¢ fay) art thou, through thy great, great,

¢ great grand-father, whofe memory is
“ ftill recent, by tradition, amongft us,
£ for the- plentxful huntings he ufed to
< make! " There was fomething of mi-
raculous about him, when he affifted
v f ¢ at the beating of the woods for elks, or
| - < other beafts of the fur. His dexterity at
j « catching this game was not fuperior to ™
Y « our’s; but there was fome unaccount-
‘ # ‘, < able fecret he particularly poffefled in
=4
!
|
|
|

-
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1 ¢ his manner of feizing thofe creatures,
, « hy {pringing upon them, laying hold of
‘< their heads, and transfixing them at
"« the fame time with his hunting-fpear,
¢ though thrice as ftrong and as nimble
 again as he was, and much more
< capable with their legs only, than we

with
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t¢ with out rackets ¥, to make their way

=
[ SV U PU

‘¢ over mountains of {fnow : he would ne- ,-5
« verthelefs follow them, dart them, E
¢ without ever miffing his aim, tire them %
¢ out with his chace, bring them down, %‘

¢ and mortally wound them. Then he
« would regale us with their blood, fkin
* them, and deliver up the carcafs to us
‘¢ to cut to pieces. But if thy great, great,
‘ great grand-father made fuch a figure
‘“ in the chaceé, what has not thy great,
¢ great grand-father done with refpeét to
<¢ the beavers, thofe animals almoft men?
“ whofe induftry he furpaffed by his fre-
¢ quent watchings round their cabbins,
¢ by the -repeated alarms he would give
*¢ them feveral times in one evening, and
t oblige them thereby to return home, fo
¢ that he might be fure of the number of
“ thofe animals he had feen difperfed
* during the day, having a particular
¢ forefight of the fpot to which they
* would come to load their tails with
t earth, cut down with their teeth fuch

* A fort of bufkined fhoes made purpofely for the In-
dian travels over the [now. :

C ¢ and
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[ 10]
< and fuch trees for the conftru&ion of
< their huts. He had a particular gift ;
< of knowing the favorite places of thofe
¢ animals for building them. But now
«¢ let us rather fpeak of your great grand-
« father, who was fo expert at making q’
<t of fnares for moofe-deer, martins, and 5
«¢lks. He had particular fecrets, ab-
< folutely unknown to any but himfelf, to
< compel thefe fort of creatures to run 5
¢« fooner into his fnares than thofe of
< others; and he was accordingly always
¢ {fo well provided with furs, that he was 4
“ never at a lofs to oblige his friends.
<« Now let us come to your grand-father,
¢ who has a thoufand and a thoufand
« times regaled the youth of his time~ ;
« with feals. How often in our young
« days have we greafed our hair in his
< cabbin ? How often have we been in~
< vited,and even compelled by his friendly
< yiclence, to go home with him, when-
« ever we returned with our canoes empty, *
«“to be treated with feal, to drink the
« oil, and anoint ourfelves with it ? He
< even puthed his generofity fo far, asto

o “ give
?
i
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¢ give us of the oil to take home with us.
¢ But now we are come to your father:
¢ there was a man for you ! He ufed to
“ fignalize himfelf in every branch of
¢ chace; but efpecially in the art of thoot-
¢ ing the game whether flying or fitting.
¢« He never miffed his aim. He was par-
«¢ ticularly admirable for decoying of buf-
“ tards by his artificial imitations. We
«¢ are all of us tolerably expert at counter-
«« feiting the cry of thofe birds; but asto
¢ him, he furpaffed us in certain inflexion
< of his voice, that made it impofiible
« diftinguith his cry froni that of the
¢« birds themfelves. He had, befides| a
«¢ particular way of motion with his body,
¢ that at a diftance might be taken for
« the clapping of their wings, infomuch
«« that he has often deceived ourfelves,
¢« and put us to confufion, as he ftarted

 out of his hiding-place.
¢« As for thyfelf, I fay nothing’,f" Iam
«too full of the good things thou haft
« feafted me with, to treat on that fubje& s
« but I thank thee, and take thee by the
Cz2 ¢ hand,

S
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¢ hand, leaving to my fellow-guefts the
« care of acquitting themfelves of that
“ duty.” :

After this, he fits down, and feme other
younger, and in courfe of lefs note, for
they pay great refpect to age, gets up, and
makes a fummary recapitulation of what
the firft fpeaker has faid; commending
his manner of finging the praifes of the
matfter of the feaft’s anceftors: to which
he obferves, there is nothing to be added ;
but that he has, however, left him one part
of the tafk tobeaccomplifhed, which is, not
to pafs over in filence the feaft te which
ke and the reft of his brethren are invited;
neither to omit the merit and praifes of
him who has given the entertainment,
Then quitting his place, and advancing in
cadence, he takes the mafter of the treat:
by the hand, faying, « All the praifes my-
« tongue is about to utter, have thee for
« their object. All the fteps I am going
“ to take, as I dance lengthwife and
¢ breadthwife in. thy cabbin, are to prove
¢ to thee the gaiety of my heart, and

“« my
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‘“my gratitude. Courage! my friends,
_+¢ keep time with your motions and voice,
‘¢ to my fong and dance.”

With this he begins, and proceeds in
his Netchkawet, that is, advancing with his
body ftrait erect, in meafured fteps, with
his arms a-kimbo. Then he delivers his
words, finging and trembling with his
whole body, looking before and on each
fide of him with a fteady countenance,
fometimes moving with a flow grave pace,
then again with a quick and brifk one.

The fyllables he articulates the moft
diftinctly are, Ywhannab, Owanna, Hay-
wanna, yo! bha! yo! ha! and when he
makes a paufe he looks full at the com-
pany, as much as to demand their cho-

rus to the word Heb ! which he pro- .

nounces with great emphafis. As he is
finging and-dancing they often repeat the
word Heb ! fetched up from the depth
of their throat ; ‘and when he makes his

paufe, they cry aloud in chorus, Hazb !
After this prelude, the perfon who had
fung and danced recovers his breath and
{pirits

i
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fpirits a little, and begins his harangue in
praife of the maker of the feaft. He flat-
ters him greatly, in attributing to him a
thoufand good qualities he never had, and
appeals to all the company for the truth
of what he fays, who are fure not to con-
tradi® him; being in the fame circum-
ftance as himfelf of being treated, and an-
fwer him by the word Heb, which is as
much as to fay, Yes, or Surely. Then he
takes them all by the hand, and begins
his dance again: and fometimes this firft

“dance is carried to a pitch of madnefs. At

the end of it he kiffes his hand, by way of
falute to all the company ; after which he
goes quietly to his place again. Then
another gets up to acquit himfelf of the
fame duty, and fo do fucceflively all the
others in the cabbin, to the very laft man
inclufively.

This ceremony of thankfgiving being
over by the men, the girls and women
come in, with the oldeft at the head of
them, who carries in her left hand a great
piece of birch-bark of the hardeft, upon

which
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which fhe ftrikes as it were a drum; and
to that dull found which the bark returns,
they all dance, {pinning round on their
heels, quivering, with one hand lifted, the
other down: other notes they have none,
but a guttural loud afpiration of the word
Heh ! Heh! Heh! as often as the old
female favage ftrikes her bark-drum. As
foon as fhe ceafes ftriking, they fet up a
general cry, exprefled by Yah! Then,
if their dance is approved, they begin it
again; and when wearinefs obliges the
old woman to withdraw, fhe firft pro-
nounces her thank{giving in the name of
all the girls and women there. The in-
troduction of which is too curious to omit,
as 1t {o ftrongly characterifes the fenti-
ments of the favages of that fex, and con-
firms the general obfervation, that where
their bofom once harbours cruelty, they
carry it greater lengths than even the men,
whom frequently they inftigate to it.

““ You men ! who look on me asof an
¢ infirm and weak fex, and confequently
< of all neceffity fubordinate to you, know

¢ that
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t that in what I am, the Creator has givefi
« to my fhare, talents and properties at leaft
« of as much worth as youc’s. Thave had
«¢ the faculty of bringing into the world
“ warriors, great hunters, and admirable
‘“ managers of canoes. ‘This hand, wi-
¢ thered as you fee it now, whofe veins
« reprefent the root of a tree, has more
«¢ than once ftruck a knife into the hearts
<t of the prifoners, who were given up to
¢« me for my fport. Let the river-fides, I
¢« fay, for I call them to witnefs for me,
<« as well as the woods of fuch a country,
« atteft their having feen me more than
¢ once tear out the heart, entrails, and
« tongue, of thofe delivered up to me,-
« without changing color, roaft pieces of
< their fleth, yet palpitating and warm
« with life, and cram them down the
¢ throats of others, whom the like fate
« awaited. With how many fcalps have
« not I feen my head adorned, as well as
¢ thofe of my daughters! With what
«¢ pathetic exhortations have not I, upon
“ occafion, rouzed up the fpirit of our
“ young

"
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* young men, to go in queftt of the like
““trophies, that they might atchieve the
¢ reward, honer, and renown anncxed to
¢ the acquifition of them : but it is not in
‘ thefe points alone that 1 have fignalized
“ myfelf. - T have often brought about al-
‘liances, which there 'was no room to
“¢ think could ever be'made; and I have
“been f{o fortunate, that all the cou-
¢ ples whofe marriages 1 have procured,
“ have been prolific, and furnithed our
“ nation with fupports, defenders, and
“ fubjelts, to eternize our race, and to
« prote& us from the infults of our ene-
“ mies. Thefe old firs, thefe antiemt
«{pruce-trees, full of knots from the top
“ to the root, whofe bark is falling off
“ with age, and who yet preferve their
“ gum and pbwers of life, do not amifs
¢ refemble me. I am no longer what I
“ was ; all my fkin is wrinkled and fur-
“ rowed, my bones are almoft every where
“ ftarting through it.  As to my outward

“ form, I may well be reckoned amongft -

¢ the things, fit for nothing but to be to-
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¢ tally neglected and thrown afide ; but
“1 have ftill within me wherewithal
 to attract the attention of thofe who
“ know me.”

After this introdu@ion follow the
thankfgiving and encomiums, much in
the fame tafte as the firft haranguer’s
amongft the guéf’cs. This is what is prac-
tifed in all the more folemn entertain-
ments, both on the men and women’s
fide. Nor can you imagine, how great
an influence fuch praifes have over them,
derived as they are fram the merit of hunt-
ing, and how greatly they contribute to
inflame their paffion for it. Nor is it fur-
prifing, confidering how much almoft the
whole of their livelihood depends upon

~ the game of all forts that is the obje& of

their chace.

They have alfo a kind of feafts, which
may be termed war-feafts, fince they are
never held but in time of war, declared,
commenced, or refslved. The forms of
thefe are far different from thofe of pacific
and fricndly entertainments. There is a

mixture




[ 191
mixture of devotion and ferocity in them,

which at the fame time that it furprifes,
proves that they confider war in a very fo-

lemn light, and as not to be begun with-

out the greateft reafon and jaftice ; which
motives, once eftablithed, or; which is the
fame thing, appearing to them eftablifhed,
there is nothing they do not think them-
felves permitted againft their enemy, from
whom they, on the other hand, expect
no better quarter than they themfelves
give.

To give you an idea of their preparatory
ceremony for a declaration of war, I thall
here felect for you a recent example, in
the one that broke out not long ago be-
tween the Micmaquis, and Maricheets.
Thefe laft had put a cruel affront on the
former, the nature of which you will fee
in the courfe of the following defcription :
but F thall call the Micmaquis the aggref
fors, becaufe the firft acts of hoftility in
the field began from them. Thofe who
mean to begin the war, detach a cer-
tain number of men to make incurfions
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on.the territories of their enemies, to ra-
vage the country, to deftroy the game on
it, and ruin all the beaver-huts they can
find on their rivers and lakes, whether en-
tirely, or only half-built. From this ex-
pedition they return laden with game and:
pelerys upon which the whole nation af-
{fembles to feaft on the meat, in a2 manner
that has more of the carnivorous brute in:
it than of the human creature. Whilft
they are eating, or rather devouring, all of
them, young and old, great and little, en-
gage themfelves by the fun, the moon, and
the name of their anceftors, to do as much

by the enemy-naticn.
When they have taken care to bring
“off with them a live beaft, from the quar-
ter in which they have committed their
ravage, they cut its throat, drink its blood,
and even the boys with their teeth tear
the heart and entrails to pieces, which
they ravenoully devour, giving thereby to
underftand, that thofe of the enemies who
{hall fall into their hands, have no better

.treatment to expect at them.
After
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After this they bring out Oorakins,
(bowls of bark) full of that coarfe ver-
million which is found along the coaft of
Chibuto, and on the weft-fide of Acadia
(Nova-Scotia) which they moiften with
the blood of the animal if any remains,

and add water to compleat the dilution.

Then the old, as well as the young,
{mear their faces, belly and back with this
curious paint ; after which they trim their
hair thorter, fome of one fide of the head,
fome of the other; fome leave only a
fmall tuft on the crown of their head ;
others cut their ‘hair entirely off on the
left or right fide of it ; fome again leave
nothing on it but a lock, juft on the top

- of their forehead, and of the breadth of

it, that falls back on the nape of the neck.
Some of them bore their ears, and pafs
. through the holes thus made in them, the
ﬁnef’t fibril-roots of the fir, which they
call ‘_Toal)ee, and commonly ufe for thread;
but on this occafion ferve to firine certain

{fmall fhells. This military maiquerade,
whichthey ufeatence for terrorand difguife,
being
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being compleated, all the peltry of the
beafts killed in the enemy’s country, is
piled in a heap ; the oldeft Sagamo, or
chieftain of the affembly gets up, and
afks, ¢ What weather it is? Is the fky
“ clear ? Does the fun fhine ?” On be-
ing anfwered in the affirmative, he or-
ders the young men to carry the pile of
peltry to a rifing-ground, or eminence, at
fome little diftance from the cabbin, or
place of affembly. As this is inftantly
done, he follows them, and as he walks
along begins, and continues his addrefs to

“the fun in the following terms :

¢« Be witnefs, thou great and beautiful

¢ lJuminary, of what we are this day going
«¢ to do in the face of thy orb! If thou
< didft difapprove us, thou wouldft, this
¢ moment, hide thyfelf, to avoid aﬁ"ording
< the light of thy rays to all the attions
¢ of this affembly. Thou didft exift of ~
<< old, and ftill exifteth. Thou remaineft
¢ for ever as beautiful, as radiant, and as
¢« beneficent, as when our firft fore fathers
“ beheld thee. Thou wilt always be the
: ¢ fame,
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« fame. The father of the day can
*¢ never fail us, he who makes every
« thing vegetate, and without whom
¢¢ cold, darknefs, and horror, would every
¢ where prevail. Thou knoweft all the
¢¢ iniquitous procedure of our enemies to-
« wards us. What perfidy have they not
¢ ufed, what deceit have they not em-
¢ ployed, whilft we had no room to dii-
“ truft them? There are now more than
« five, fix, feven, eight moons revolved
¢ fince we left the principal amongft our
¢ daughters with them, in order thereby
¢ to form the moft durable alliance with
¢ them, (for, in fhort, we and they are
¢ the fame thing as to our being, confti-
¢ tation, and blood); and yet we have
¢« feen them look on thefe girls of the moft
¢ diftinguithed rank, Kaybecpidetchque, as
¢ mere playthings for them, an amufe-
“ ment, a paftime put by us into their
“hands, to afford them a quick and eafy
¢ confolation, for the fatal blows we had
¥ given them in the preceding war.  Yet,
¢ we had made them fenfible, that this

« fupply
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« fupply of our principal maide.s was, in
<¢ order that they thould re-people their
« country more honcrably, and to puat
¢ thain under a nvccf“t/ of conviction,
s« that we were now become fincerely
< their friends, by delivering to them fo
< facred a pledge of amity, as our princi-
«¢ pal blood. Can we then, unmoved, be-
« hold them fo bafely abufing that tho-
¢ rough confidence of ours? Beautiful,
“ all-feeing, all-penetrating luminary !
<« without whofe influence the mind of
< man has neither efficacy nor vigor, thoa
« haft feen to what a pitch that nation
¢« (who are however our brothers) has
« carried its infolence towards our princi-
¢ pal maidens. Our refentment would
< not have been { extreme with refpect
“ to girls of more common birth, and the
¢« rank of whofe fathers had not a right
““to make fuch an impreflion on us.
¢ But here we are wounded in a point
¢ there is no pafling over in filence or un-
“ revenged.  Beautiful luminary ! who
< art thyfelf fo regular in thy courfe, and

. “in
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¢ in the wife diftribution thou makef{of
“ thy light from morning to evening,
¢« wouldft thou have us not/'rﬁ)itate thee ?
‘ Andwhom can we better imitate ? The
“ earth ftands in need of thy governing
< thyfelf as thou doft towards it. There
‘““are certain places, where. thy influence i
« does not fuffer itfelf to be felt, be- g
¢ caufe thou doft not judge them worthy
“of it. But, asfor us, it is plain that we
¢ are thy children ; for we can know no
“ origin but that which thy rays have ,
¢ given us, when firft marrying efficaci- :
< oufly, with the earth we inhabit, they '
‘¢ impregnated its womb, and caufed us to
« grow out of it like the herbs of the
« field, and the trees of the foreft, of
¢ which thou art equally the common
< father. 'To imitate thee then, we can-
< not do better than no longer to counte-
¢ nance or cherifh thofe, who have proved
¢ themf{elves {o unworthy thereof. They
~ ¢ are no longer, as to us,under a favorable
¢ afpect. They fhall dearly pay for the
‘ wrong they have doneus. They have
E  not,

s 15 g s LIsmEe
et

"l Ay A

SR




wer
= zem,

V.

[ 26 ]

“ not, it is true, deprived us of the means of
< hunting for our maintenanee and cloath-
““ing; they have not cut off the free paf-
« fage of our canoes, on the lakes and
“ rivers of this country; but they have
¢ done worfe ; they have fuppofed in us
<z tamenefs of fentiments, which does
“ not, nor cannot, exift in us. They have
¢ defloured our principal maidensin wan-
“ tonnefs, and lightly fent them back to
“ us. This is the juft motive which cries
‘ out for our vengeance. Sun! be thou
¢ favorable to us in this point, asthou art
¢ in that of our hunting, when we be-
¢ feech thee to guide us in queft of cur
‘ daily fupport. Be propitious to us, that
¢ we may not fail of difcovering the am-
¢ bufhes that may be laid for us ; that we
‘¢ may not be furprized unawares in our
«¢ cabbins, or elfewhere ; and, finally, that
¢ we may not fail into the hands of our
¢ enemies. Grant them no chance with
¢ us, for they deferve none. Behold the
¢ {kins of their beafts now a burnt-offer-
“ing to thee! Accept it, as if the fire-

““ brand
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“ b!‘and I hold in my hands, and now fet
« fo the pile, was lighted immediately by

* thy rays, inftead of our domeftic fire.”
Every one of the affiftants, as well
men as women, liften attentively: to this
invocation, with a kind of religious ter-
ror, and in a profound filence. But fcarce
is the pile on a blaze, but the fhouts and
war-cries begin from all parts. Curfes
and imprecations are poured forth with-
out mercy or referve, on the enemy-na-
tion. Every one, that he may fucceed in
deftroying any particular enemy he may
have in the nation againft which war is
declared, vows {o many fkins or furs to
be burnt in the fame place in honor of the
fun. Then they bring and throw into
the fire, the hardeft ftones they can find
of all fizes, which are calcined in it. They
take out the propereft pieces for their pur-
_pofe, to be faftened to the end of a flick,
made much in the form of a hatchet-
handle. They flitit at one end, and fix
in the cleft any fragment of thofe burnt
ﬁoncs, that will beft fit it, which they fur-"
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ther fecure, by binding it tightly round
i1 with the ftrongeft Toodee, or fibrils of fir-
% root above-mentioned ; and then make
| - ufe of it, as of a hatchet, not fo much for
cutting of wood, as for fplitting the fkull
o : of the enemy, when they can furprize
‘ him. They form alfo other inftruments
] of war ; fuch as long poles, one of which
{t is armed with bone of elk, made pointed
L like a fmall-fword, and edge of both
fides, in order to reach the enemy at a
diftance, when he s obliged to take to the
woods. The arrows are made at the
fame time, pointed at the end with a tharp
bone. The wood of which thefe arrows
are made, as well as the bows, muft have
been dried at the myfterious fire, and even
the guts of which the ftrings are made.
But you are here to obferve, I am {peak-
ing of an incident that happened fome
years ago; for, generally fpeaking, they
are now better provided with arms, and
iron, by the Europeans fupplying them,
for their chace, in favor of their dealings
with them for their peltry. But to return
to my narration. ~ Whilft
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Whilft the fire is ftill burning, the wo-

men come like {o many furies, with more
than bacchanalian madnefs, making the
moft hideous howlings, and dancing with-
out any order, round the fire. Then all
their apparent rage turns of a fudden
againft the men. They threaten them,
that if they do not fupply them with
fcalps, they will hold them very cheap,
and look on them as greatly inferior to
themfelves ; that ‘they will deny them-
{elves to their moft lawful pleafures ; that
their daughters fhall be given to none
but fuch as have fignalized themfelves by
fome military feat; that, in fhort, t:hey
will themfelves find means to be revenged
of them, which cannot but be eafy to do
on cowards.
-The men, at this, begin to parley with
one another, and order the women to
withdraw, telling them, that they thall
be fatisfied ; and that, in a little time, they
may expect to have prifoners brought to
them, to do what they will with them.

The
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The next thing they agree on s to fend
a couple of meffengers, in the nature of
“heralds at arms, with their hatchets, qui-
vers, bows, and arrows, to declare war
againft the nation by whom they conceive
themfelves aggrieved, Thefe go directly
to the village where the bulk of the nation
refides,- obfcrvmo a f{ullen filence by the
way,' Wxthout fpeakmg to any that may
meet them. When they draw near the
village, they-give the earth feveral firokes
with their hatchets, as a fignal of com-
mencing heflilities in form ; and to con-
firm it the more, they fhoot two of their
_beft arrows at the village, and retire with
the utmoft expedition. The war is now
kindied in good earneft, and it behoves
each party to ftand well on its guard. The
heralds, after this, return to make a re-
port  of what they have done; and to
prove their having been at the place ap-
pointed, they do not fail of bringing
away with them fome particular marks of
that fpot of the country. Then it is,
that the inhabitants of each nation begin
I to
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to think ferioufly, whether they fhall main-
tain their ground by ftaying in their vil-
lage, and fortifying it in their manner, or
look out for a place of greater fafety, or go
dire@ly in queft of the enemy. Upon
thefe queftions they affemble, deliberate,
and hold endlefs confultations, though
withal not uncurious ones: for it is on
thefe occafions, that thofe of the greateft
fagacity and eloquence difplay all their
talents, and make themfelves diftinguifthed.
One of their moft common ftratagems,
when there were reafons for not attacking
one another, or coming to a battle direct-
ly, was for one fide to make as if they had
renounced all thoughts of ating offen<
fively. A party of thofe who made this
feint of renunciation, would difperfe itfelf
in 2 wood, obferving tokeep near the bor-
ders of it; when, if any ftragglers of the
enemy’s appeared, fome one would coun-
terfeit to the life the particular cry of that
animal, in the imitation of which he moft
excelled ; and this childith decoy would,
however, often fucceed, in drawing in the

young
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young men of the oppofite party into
their ambuthes.

Sometimes the fcheme was to examine
what particular {pot lay fo, that the ene-
mies muft, in all neceffity, pafs through
it, to hunt, or provide bark for making
their canoes. It was commonly in thefe
paffes, or defiles, that the bloodieft
encounters or engagements happened,
when whole nations have been known to
deftroy one another, with fuch an exter-
minating rage on both fides, that few have.
been left alive on either ; and to fay the
truth, they were, generally fpeaking, mere
cannibals. It was rarely the cafe that
they did not devour fome limbs, at leaft,
of the prifoners they made upon one ano-
ther, after torturing them to death in the
moft cruel and fhocking manner: but
they never failed of drinking their blood
like water; it is now, fome time, that
our Micmakis efpecially are no longer
" in the tafte of exercifing fuch a&s of bar-
barity. T have, yet, lately myfelf feen
amongft them fome remains of that fpirit

of
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of ferocity ; fome tendencies and ap-
proaches to thofe inhumanities ; but they
are nothing in comparifon to what they
ufed to be, and feem every day wearmg
out. The religion to which we have
brought them over, and our remonftrances
have greatly contributed to foften that fa-
vage temper, and atrocious vinditivenefs
that heretofore reigned amongft them.
But remember, Sir, that as to this point
I am now only {peaking, upon my own
knowlege, of the Micmakis and Mari-
queds, who, though different in lan- -
guage, have the fame cuftoms and man-
ners, and are of the fame way of thmkmg

and ating:
. But to arrive at any tolerable degree of
conje&ure, whence thefe people derive
their originy I own-myfelf at a lofs : pof-
fibly fome light might be got into it,: by
difcovering whether there was any affinity
or not between: their language, and that
of the Orientalifts, as the Chinefe or Tar-
tars. . In the mean time, the abundance
of words in this language furprized, and
F ' con-
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continues to furprize me every day the
deeper I get into it. Every thing is pro-
per in it; nothing borrowed, as amongft
us. Here are no auxiliary verbs. The
prepofitions are in great number. This
it is that gives great eafe, fluency, and
rictinefs to the expreffion of whatever you
reqdire, when you are once matter enough
to join them to the verbs. In all their
abfolute verbs they have a dual number.
What we call the imperfe&, perfe&;
and preter-perfect tenfes of the indicative
mocd, admits, as with us, of varied in-
flexions of the terminations to diftinguifh
the perfen; but the: difference of the
three tenfes is’ ex'pfefs’, for the preter-
perfect by the prepofition Keezch; for the
preter-pluperfet by Keetch Keeweeb : the
imperfect is-again diftinguifhed from them
by having no prepofition at all.

- "They have no feminine termination,
cither for the verbs or nouns. This greatly
facilitates to mie my compofitien of fongs
anid hymns for~them, efpecially as their
pr‘ofé itfelf nat'ur'ally runs into poetry, from
trof, .. the




[ 35]

the frequency of their tropes and meta-
phors ; and into rhime, from their nouns
being fufceptible of the fame termination,
‘as that of the words in the verbs which
exprefs the different perfons. In fpeaking
of perfons abfent, the words change their
termination, as well in the nouns as in
the verbs.

They have two diftinctions of ftyle;
the one noble, or elevated, for grave and
important fubjects, the other ignoble, or
trivial, for familiar or vulgar ones. But
this diftin&ion is not fo much with them,
as with us, marked by a difference of
words, but of terminations. Thus, when
they are treating of folemn, or ‘weighty
matters, they terminate the verb and the
noun by another inflexion, than what is
ufed for trivial or common converfation.

I do not know, whether I explain clearly
enough to you this fo material a point of
their elocution; but it makes itfelf clearly
diftinguithed, when once one comes to
underftand the language, in which it fup-
plies the place of the moft pathetic em-

F 2 phafis,

’




n iy . R R e

e S

e

[ 36]

phafis, though even that they. do not want,
nor great expreflion in theijr geftures and
looks. All their conjugations are regular
and diftin&.

Yet, with all thefe advantages of lan-
guage, the nation itfelf is extreamly igno-
rant as to what coneerns itfelf, or its origin,
and their traditions are very confufed and
defetive. They know nothing of the
firft peopling of their country, of which
they imagine themfelves the Aborigines.
They often talk of their anceftors, but have
nothing to fay of them that is not vague
or general. According to them, they
were all great hunters, great wood-ran-
gers, expert managers of canoes, intrepid
warriors, that took to wives as many as
they could maintain by hunting. They
had taoa cuftom amongft them, that if a
woman grew pregnant whillt fhe was
fucking a child, they abliged her to ufe

.. means for procuring an abortion, in favor

of the firft-come, who they fuppofed
would otherwife be defrauded of his due
nourifhment, Moftof themalfo valuethem-

felves
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felves on being defcended from their Jug-
glers, who are a fort of men that pretend
to foretel futurity by a thoufand ridicu-
lous contorfions and grimaces, and by
frightful and long-winded howlings.

The great fecret of thefe Jugglers con-
fifts in having a great Oorakin full of wa-
ter, from any river in which it was known
there were beayer-huts. Then he takes
a certain number of circular turns round
this Oorakin, as it ftands on the ground,
pronouncing all the time with a low
yoice, a kind of gibberifh of broken words,
unintelligible to the affiftants, and moft
probably fo to himfelf, but which thofe,
on whom he means to impofe, believe
very efficacious.  After this he draws
near to the bowl, and bending very low,
or rather lying over it, looks at himfelf in
it as in a glafs. If he fees the water in
the leaft muddy, or unfettled, he recovers
his ere¢t pofture, and begins his rounds
again, till he finds the water as clear as
he could with it for his purpofe, and
then he pronounces over it his magic

weords.
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words. If after having repeated them
twice or thrice, he does not find the quef-
tion propofed to him refolved by this in-
» {pection of the water, nor the wonders
he wants operated by it, he fays with a
loud voice and a grave tone, that the Ma-
nitoo, or Miewndoo, (the great {pirit) or-
genius, which, according to them, has all
knowledge of future events, would not
declare himfelf till every one of the af-
fiftants {hould have told him (the Juggler)
in the ear what were his actual thoughts,
or greateft fecret*. To this purpofe he

* A Romifh miffionary muft, with a very bad
grace, blame the Jugglers, for what himfelf makes
fuch a point of religion in his auricular confeffion.
Even the appellation of Fuggler is not amifs applica-
ble to thofe of their craft, confidering all their tricks
and mummery not a whit fuperior to thofe of thefe poor
favages, in the eyes of common-fenfe. Who does
not know, that the low-burlefque word of Hocus-pocus,
is an humorous corruption of their Hoc ¢f? corpus meum,
by virtue of which, they make a Gedout of a vile wa-
fer, and think it finely folved, by calling it a myfery,
which, by the way is but another name for nonfenfe.
Is there any thing amongft the favages half fo abfurd
or fo impious ? :

gets
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gets up, laments, and bitterly inveighs
againft the bad difpofitions of thofe of
the affiftants, whofe fault it was, that the
effetts of his art were obftructed. Then
going round the company, he obliges
them to whifper him in the ear, whatever
held the firft place in their minds; and the
fimplicity of the greater number is fuch,
as to make them reveal to him what it
would be more prudent to conceal. By
thefe means it is, that thefe artful Jug-
glers renders themfelves formidable to the
common people, and by getting into the
fecrets of moft of the families of the na-
tion, acquire a hank over them. Some,
indeed, of the moft fenfible fee through
this pitiful artifice, and look on the Jug-
glers in their proper light of cheats,
quacks, and tyrants; but out of fear of
their eftablithed influence over the bulk
of the nation, they dare not oppofe its
fwallowing their impoftures, or its regard-
ing all their miferable anfwers as fo many
oracles. When the Juggler in exercife,
has colleted all that he can draw from
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the inmoft recefles of the minds of the
affiftants, he replaces himfelf, as before,
. over the myfterious bowl of water, and
now knows what he has to fay. Then,
after twice or thrice laying his face clofe
to the furface of the water, and having as
" often made his evocations in uncouth, un-
1ntelhg,1b1e words, he turns his face to
his audience, fometimes he will fay, I
< can only give a ‘half-anfwer upon fuch
<« an article ; there is-an obftacle yet un-
“removed in the way, before I can ob-
¢ tain an entire folution, and that is,
« there are fome prefent here who are in
« fuch and fuctra cafe. That I may fuc-
«ceed in what is afked 6f me,  and that
«¢ interefts the whole nation, I appoint that
« perfon, without my knowing; as yet,
«« who it is, to meet me at fuch an hour

« of the night. Iname no place of aflig-

« nation, but will let him know by a
“fignal of lighted fire, where he may
« come to me, and fuffer himfelf to be
¢« conducted wherever I fhall carry him.
« The Manitoo orders me to fpare his re-

2 ¢ putation,
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¢ putation, and'not expofe him ; for if
¢ there is any harm in it to him, there is
“ alfo harm to me.”

Fhus it is the Juggler has the art of
impofing on thefe fimple credulous crea-
tures, and even often fucceeds by it in his
divinations. Sometimeés he does not need
all this ceremonial. He pretends to fore-
tell off-hand, and atually does fo, when
he is already prepared by his knowledge,
cunning, or natural penetration. His di-
vinations chiefly turn on the expedience
of peace with one nation, or of war
with another ; upon matches between fa-
milies, upon the long life of fome, or the
thort life of others ; how fuch and fuch
perfons came by their deaths, violently or
naturally ; whether the wife of fome
great Sagamo has been true to his bed or
not ; who it could be that killed any
particular perfons found dead of their
wounds in the woods, or on the coait.
Sometimes they pretend it’s the deed of
the Maniteo, for reafons to them un-
known : this laft incident ftrikes the peo-
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ple with a religious awe. But what the
Jugglers are chiefly confulted upon, and
what gives them the greateft credit, is to
know whether the chace of fuch a particu-
lar fpecies of beafts fhould be undertaken;
at what feafon, or on which fide of the
country ; how beft may be difcovered the
" defigns of any nation with which they are
at war ; or at what time fuch or fuch per-
fons fhall return from their journey. The
Juggler pretendsto fee all this, and more,
in his bowl of water: divination by coffee-
grounds is a trifle to it. He is alfo applied
to, to know whether a fick perfon thall
recover or die of his illnefs. But what I
have here told you  of the procedure of
thefe Jugglers, you are to underftand
only of the times that preceded the intro--
ducion of Chriftianity amongft thefe peo-
ple, or of thofe parts where it is not yet
received : for thefe practices are no longer

fuffered where we have any influence,
Amongft the old favages lately bap-
tized, I could never, from the accounts
they gave me of the belief of their an-
1 ceftors,
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ceftors, find any true knowledge of the fu=
preme Being ; no idea, I mean, approach-
ing to that we have, or rather nothing but
a vague imagination. They have, it is
true, a confufed notion of a Being, acting
they know not how *, in the univerfe,
but they do not make of him a great foul
diffufed through all its parts. They have
no conception or knowledge of all the at»
tributes we beftow on the Deity. When-
ever they happen to philofophize upon
this Manitoo, or great {pirit, they utter
nothing but réveries and abfurdities -

Gz Amongft

* Who does ?

+ Are not there innumerable volumes on this fub< -
je&, to which the fame objeftion might as juftly be L
made ? Poffibly the favages, and the deepeft divines, |
with refpect to the manner of the Deity’s exiftence,
may have, in point of ignorance, nothing to reproach i
ofie another. It matters very little, whether one fees

e
et e
R et

el Sl S

LS
.or

the fun from the loweft valley, or the higheft mour,

tain, when the immenfity of its diftance contra&®s the -. .
higheft advantage of the eminence to little lefs than - !ég’.
nothing. Surely the infinite fuperiority of the Deity, 3:’

mutt ftill more effe€tually mock the diftin@ion of the
mental eye, at the fame time that his exiftence itfelf is 37)
as f_,,"».»:;
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Amongft other fuperftitious notiomns,
ot the leaft prevalent is that of the Ma-
nitoo’s exercife of his power cver the dead,
whonrhe orders to appear to them, and
acquaint them with what paffes at a dif-
tance, in refpect to their moft important
¢oneerns ; to advife them what they had
beft do, or not do; to forewarn them of
dangers, or to infpire them with revenge
againft any nation that may have infulted
them, and fo forth. _

They have no idea of his {pirituality,
or even of the fpirituality of that princi-
ple, which conftitutes their own vital prin-
ciple. They have even no word in their
hanguage that anfwers to that of foul in
ours. The term approaching neareft
thereto that we can find, is Mcheejacmib,
which fignifies Shade, and may be con-
ftrued fomething in the nature of the
Manes of the Romans,

as plain as that of the fun, and like that too, dazzling
thofe moft, who contemplate it moft fixedly ; reduces
them to clofe the eye, not to exclude the light, but 2s

overpowered by it.
The
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- The general belief amongft them is,
that, after death, they go to a place of joy
and plenty, in which fenfuality is no more
omitted than in Mahomet’s paradife.
There they are to find women in abun-
dance, a country thick of all manner of
game to humor their paffion for hunting,
and bows and arrows of the beft fort, ready
made. But thefe regions are fuppofed at
a great diftance from their’s, to which they
will have to travel; and therefore it’s
requifite to be well-provided, before they
quit their own country, with atrows, long
pcles fit for hunting, orfor covering cab-
bins, with bear-fkins, or elk-hides, with
women, and with fome of their children,
to make their journey to that place more
commodious, more pleafant, and appear
more expeditious.” It was efpecially in
chara&ter for a warrior, not to leave this
world without taking with him fome
marks of his bravery, as particularly fcalps.
Therefore it was, that when any of them
died, he was always followed by, at leaft,
one of his children, fome women, and

: above
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above all, by her whom in his life he kad
moft loved, who threw themfelves into
the grave, and were interred with him.
They alfo put into it great ftrips, or rolls
of the bark of birch, arrows, and {calps.
Nor do they unfrequently, at this day,
light upon fome of thefe old burying-
places in the woods, with all thefe funeral
accompanyments ; but of late, the inter-
ment of live perfons has been almoft en-
tirely difufed.

I never could learn whether they had
any fet formulary of prayer, or invoca-
tion to the grear Manifoo; or whether
they made any facrifices of beafts or pel-
try, to any other Manitoo, in contradic-
tion to him, or to any being whom they
dreaded as an evil genius. I could difco-
ver no more than what I have above re-
lated of the ceremonies in honor of the
fun. Iknow, indeed, they have a great
veneration for the moon, which they in-
voke, whenever, under favor of its light,
they undertake any journeys, either by
land or water, or tend the fnares thy have

fet
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fet for their game. This is the prayer
they occafionally addrefs to it :

“ How great, O moon! is thy good-
“ nefs, in actually, for our benefit, fupply-
‘“ing the place of the father of the day,
¢ as, next to him, thou haft concurred to
“ make us fpring out of that earth we

. have inhabited from the firft ages of

¢ the world, and takeft particular care of
¢ us, that the malignant air of the night,
¢« thould not kill the principle and bud of:

~ ‘¢ life within us.  Thou regardeft us, in

¢ truth, as thy children. Thou haft not,
*“ from the firft time, difcontinued to treat
‘ us like a true mother. Thou guideft us
“in our noCturnal journies. By the fa-
“ vor of thy light itis, that we have often
« ftruck great ftrokes in war; and more
¢ than once have our enemies had caufe
“ to repent their being off their guard in
““ thy clear winter-nights. Thy pale rays
“ have often fufficiently lighted us, for
¢ our marching in a body without mif-
‘ taking our way ; and have enabled us
“not only to difcover the ambufhes of

¢ the
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‘ the enemy, but often to furprize him
< afleep. However we might be want-
 ing to ourfelves, thy regular courfe was
“ never wanting to us. Beautiful fpoufe
“of the fun! give us to difcover the
< tracks of elks, moofe-deer, martins,
< lynxes, and bears, when urged by our
¢« wants, we purfue by night the hunt
< after thefe beafts. Give to our women
« the ftrength to fupport the pains of
< child-birth*, render their wombs proli-
“ fic, and their breafts inexhauftible foun-
¢¢ tains.”

T have often tried to find out, whether
there was any tradition or knowledge
amongt them of the deluge, but always
met with fuch unfatisfattory anfwers, as
entirely difcouraged my curloﬁty on that
head.

This nation counts its years by the win-
ters. When they atk a man how old
he is, they fay, “ How many winters have
<« gone over thy head I .

_* Lucina fer opem, was alfo the cry amongft the
ancient heathens.

Their
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Their months are lunar, and they cal-
culate their time by them. When we
would fay, < I fhail be iix weeks on my
“journey;” they exprefs it by, < I fhall
“be a moon and a half on it.”

Before we knew them, it was common
to fee amongit them, perfons of both fexes
of a hundred and forty, or a hundred and
fifty years of age. But thefe examples cf
longevity are grown much more rare.

" By all accounts too, their populoufnefs
is greatly decreafed. Some imagine this
is owing to that inveterate animofity, with
which thefe fo many petty nations were
continually laboring one another’s de-
ftruction and extirpation.  Others impute
it to the introduction by the Europeans,
of the vice of drunkennefs, and to the
known effeGt of fpirituous liquors in the
excefles of their ufe, to which they are
but too prone, in ftriking at the powers of
generation, as well as at the principles of
health and life. Not improbably too,
numbers impatient of the encroachments
of the Europeans on their country, and

H dread-
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dreading the confequences of them to
their liberty, for which they have a paf-
fionate attachment, and incapable of re-
conciling or affimilating their cuftoms and
manners to ours, have chofen, to with-
draw farther into the weftern receffes of
the’'continent, at a diftance impenetrable
to our approach.

But which ever of thefe conjectures is
the trueft, or whether or not all of thefe
caufes have refpedtively concurred, in a
leffer or greaier degree, the fact is certain,
that all thefe northern countries are con-
fiderably thinned of their natives, fince
the firft difcovery of them by the Euro-
peans. Nor have I reafon to think, but
that this is true of America in general,
wherever they have carried their power,
or extended their influence.

It is alfo true, that the women of this
country are naturally not fo prolific as
thofe of fome other parts of the world in
the fame latitude. One reafon for this
may be, their not having their menftrual
flux fo copioufly, or for fo long a time as

thofe
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thofe of Europe. Yet one would think,
the plurality of wives pefmitted amongft
them, might in fome meafure compenfatc
for this defect, which, however, it evi-
dently does not. ’

Their women have always obferved,
not to prefent themfelves at any public
ceremony, or folemnity, whilft under
their monthly terms, nor to admit the
embraces of their hufbands.

At ftated times they repair to particular
places in the woods, where they recite
certain formularies of invocation to the
Manitoo, dictated to them by fome of
their oldeft Sagamees, or principal women,
and more frequently by fome celebrated
Juggler of the village, that they may ob-
tain the bleffing of fruitfulnefs. For it is
with them, as amongft the Jews, that
barrennefs is accounted opprobrious. A
" woman is not looked upon as a woman,
till the has proved it, by her fulfilling what
they confider as one of the great ends of
her creation. Failing in that, fhe is di-
vorced from her hufband, and may then

H:2 pro-
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proftitute herfelf without any fcandal. If
the has no inclination or relith for this way
of life, they compel her to it, in regard

to their young men, who do not-care to

marry, tillthey are arrived at full-ripe years,
and for whom, on their return from their
warlike or hunting expeditions, they think
it neceflary taprovidefuchobje&sof amufe-
ment. They pretend withal, that they
are fubject to infupportable pains in their
loins, if {uch a remedy is not at hand to
relieve them: - But once more you are to
remember, thé‘t_ I am only fpeaking of
thofe people not yet converted to Chri-
ftianity, by which this licentioufnefs is
not allowed. And yet, notwithftanding
the maxims we inculcate to them, the na-
tives continue no other than what they
were before, that is to fay, as much ad-
di¢ted to venery as ever, and rarely mifs
an occafion of gratifying their appetite to
it. The only way we can think of to
prevent their offending religion, is to have
them married as foon as they begin to feel
themfelves men. The reftraint however

n
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in this point is, what they can leaft en-
dure. .

In their unconverted ftate, their man-
ner of courtfhip and marriage is as fol-
lows :. When a youth has an inclination
to enter into the connubial ftate, his fa-
ther, or next relation, looks out for a girl,
to whofe father the propofal is made : this
being always tranfacted between the pa-
rents of the parties to be married. The
young man, who is commonly about
thirty years of age, or twenty at the leaft,
rarely confults his own fancy in this point.
The girl, who is always extreamly young,
is neveér fuppofed to trouble her head
about the meafures that are taking to
marry her. When the parents on each
fide have fettled the matter, the youth
is applied to, that he may prepare his
calumet as foon as he pleafes.

The calumet ufed on thefe occafions,
is a fort of {pungeous reed, which may
furnifh, according to its length, a number
of calumets, each of which is about a
foot long, to be lighted at one end, the

other
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other ferving to fuck in the fmoak at the
mouth, and is {fuffered to burn within an
inch of the lips.

The fpeech made to the youth on this
occafion isas follows : ¢ Thou may’ft go
« when taou wilt, by day or by night, to
¢ light thy calumet in fuch a cabbin.
< Thou muft obferve to dire&t the {moak
“ of it towards the perfon who is defigned
“ for thee, and carry it fo, that the may
‘ take fuch a tafte to this vapor, as to
¢“ defire of thee that fhe may fmoak of
¢ thy calumet. Show thyfelf worthy of
¢ thy nation, and do honor to thy fex
< and youth. Sauffer none in the cabbin
¢¢ to which thou art admitted, to want
¢ any thing thy induftry, thy art, or thy
‘“ arrows can procure them, as well for
- ¢ food, as for peltry, or oil, for the good
« of their bodies, infide and outfide.
¢ Thou haft four winters given thee, for
¢“ a trial of thy patience and conftancy.”

‘At this the youth never fails of going
to the place appointed. If the girl, (who
knows the meaning of this) has. no parti-

cular
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cular averfion to him, fhe is foon difpofed
to afk his calumet of him. In fome parts,
but not in this where I am, fhe fignifies
her acceptance by blowing it cut. Here
fhe takes it from him, and fucking it,
blows the fmoak towards his noftrils, even
fometimes fo violently, as to make him
qualm-fick, at which fhe is highly de-
lighted. Nothing, however, paffes farther
againft the laws of modefty, though fhe
will trefs his hair, paint his face, and im-
print on various parts of his body curious
devices and flourithes, all relative to their
love ; which fhe pricks in, and rubs over
with a compofition that renders the im-
preffion uncancellable.

If the parents of the girl are pleafed
withthe procedure of the fuitor, they com-
monly, at the end of the fecond year, dif-
penfe, in his favor, with the reft of the
probation-time ; and, indeed, they could
not well before, the girl almoft always
wanting, from the time fhe is firft courted,
at leaft two years to bring on the age of
confummation. They tell him, ¢ Thou

¢ may'ft
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* may’ft now take a fmall part of the
« covering of thy beloved whillt the
< fleeps.” No fooner is this compliment
made him, than, without faying any
thing, he goes out of the cabbin, armed
with his bow and arrows, and hurrying
home acquaints his friends, that he is go-
ing to the woods, whence he fhall not
return till it pleafes his beloved to recall
him.

Accordingly he repairs forthwith to the
~woods, and ftays there for two or three
days, diverting himfelf with hunting ; at
the end of which it has been agreed on,
to fend all the youths of the village to
fetch him: and they come back loaded
with game of all forts, though the bride-
groom is not fuffered to carry any thing,
There is alfo great provifion made of feal
and fea-cows for the wedding-feaft.

The head Juggler of the village, meets
the bridegroom who is at the head of the
proceffion, takes him by the hand, and
condués him to the cabbin of the bride,
where he is to take part of her bed ; upon

which
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which he lies down by her fide, and both

continue unmoveable and filent like two
ftatues, whilft they are obliged to hear the
long tedious harangues of the Juggler, of
the parents of both, and of their cldeft
relations.  After that, they both get up,
and are led, the one by the young men,
the other by the girls, to the place of en-
tertainment, all finging, fhooting, and
dancing.

The bridegroom is feated amongft the
young men on one fide, and the bride
amongft the girls on another. Qne of his
friends takes an OQorakin, loads it with
roaft-meat, and fets it down by him,
whilft one of her’s does the fame thing,
with an Oorakin of the fame “fize, and
- nearly alike, which is placed by the bride’s
fide. After this ceremony of placing the
Ovrakin, the Juggler pronounces certain
magical words over the meat: he fore-
tels, efpecially to the bride, the dreadful
confequences the muft expect from the
vi€tuals the is about to eat, if the has in
her heart any perfidioufnefs towards her

I " hufband :
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hufband: that fhe may be affured of finding
in the Oorakin that contains them, a certain
prognoftic of her future hap pinefs, or un-
hat)pinefs : of happinefs, if fhe is dif-
pofed never in her life to betray her na-
tion, nor efpecially her hufband, upon
any occafion, or whatever may befal her :
of unhappinefs, if through the carefles
of firangers, or by any means whatever
{he thould be induced to break her faith
to him, or to reveal to the enemy the fe-
crets of the country.

At the end of every period, all the af-
fitants fignify their aflent to the Juggler’s
* words, by 2 loud exclamation of Hab!

- Whilft he is talking, the particular friend
of the bridegroom, and that of the bride,
keep their eyes fixed on the two Oorakins ;
and as foon as he has done, the bride’s
friend making as if fhe did not’ think of
what fhe was about, takes the Oorakin
allotted for the bridegroom, and carries
it to the bride, whilft the bridegroom’s
friend, (the thing being pre-concerted)
a&s the like mummery of inadvertence,

and
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and fets before the bridegroom the Qora-
kin belonging to the bride ; after which
the difhes are ferved in to the reft of the
company. When they are all ferved,
the two friends of the parties mufing 2
little, pretend to have juft then difcovered
their exchange of the bride and bride-
groom’s Oorakins. They declare it openly
to each other, at which the Juggler takes
up his cue, and with a folemn face fays,
« The Manitoo has had his defigns in
< this miftake: he has vouchfafed to
« give an indubitable fign of his appro-
¢ bation of the ftrait alliance this day
¢« contraCted. What is the one’s, is the
< fame as the other’s. They are hence-
« forward united, and are as one and
¢« the fame perfon. It is done. May

~

« they multiply without end !I” At this -

the affiftants all ftart up, and with cries of
joy, and congratulation, rufh to embrace
the bride and bridegroom, and overwhelm
them with carefles. After which they
fit very gravely down again to the en-
tertainment before them, and difpatch
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it in great filence. ‘This is followed by
dances of all kinds, with which the feaft
for the day concludes, as muft this letter,
in which I have certainly had lefs atten-
tion to the obferving the limits of one,
than to the gratifying your curiofity, with

refpet to thefe people, amongft whom-
my lot has fo long been caft.

I am, Sir,
Your moft obedient

Humble fervant,

\ To




To underfland the following piece, it is ne-
ceffary to know, that after the infidious
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the favage na-
tions, efpecially the Mickmakis and Ma-
richeets continued hoffilities againft the
~ Englifb, at the underband infligation of
the French, who meant thereby to pre-
went, or at leaft diftrefs, as much as ob-
Siruét, our new fettlements in Nova-Sco-
tia.  For this purpofe, the French
miffionaries had their cue from their
government to aét the incendiaries, and
to inflame matters to the bigheft pitch.
Thefe being, however, JSenfible, that the
part affigned them was a very odious one,
and inconfiffent with the fpirit of that
religion for which they profefs fuch zeal,
one of them, by way of palliation, and
in order to throw the blame on the Englifb
themfelves, drew up the following flate
of the cafe, between onr nation and the
Javages, viz.,

'ME-
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OF THE

Motives of the Savages, called Mick-
makis and Maricheets, for continu-

ing the War with England fince the laft -

Peace.

Dated Ifle-Royal, 175---.
HESE nations have never been
able to forget all that the Englifh
{ettled in North-America have done fince
the very firft of their eftablithment, to-
wards deftroying them root and branch.
They have efpecially, at every moment,
before their eyes the following tranfac-

tions : S -
In 1744, towards the end of Ocober,
Mr. . Gorrhon, (perhaps Goreham) .de-
ceafed, commanding a detachment of the
Englith troops, fent to obferve the retreat
the French and favages were making from
before Port-Royal (Annapolis) in Acadia,
(Nova-Scotia) : this detachinegt having
found two huts of the Mickmaki—favages,
in a remote corner, in which there were

2 , five
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five women and three children, (twe of
the women were big with child) ran-
facked, pillaged, and burnt the two huts,
and maflacred the five women and three
children. It is to be obferved, that the
two pregnant women were found with
their bellies ripped open. An action
which thefe favages cannot forget, efpe-
cially as at that time they made fair war
with the Englith. They have always
- looked on this deed as a fingular mark of
the moft unheard-of cruelty *.

Five months before this ation, one
named Danas, or David, an Englifh pri-
vateer, having treacheroufly hoifted French
colors in the Streights of Fronfac, by
means of a French deferter he had with

* Who would not look on it in the fame light ?
But as no nation on earth is known to have more
than ours conftitutionally, a horror for fuch barbari-
rities, efpecially in cold blood ; it may be very eafily
prefumed, that this fa& was, if true, committed by
fome of the favages themfelves, without the know-

ledge of the commander, or of any of the Englith
troops.

him,
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him, decoyed on board his veflel the
chief of the favages of Cape-Breton,
called James Padanuque, with his whole
family, whom he carried to Bofton, where
he was clapped into a dungeon the in-
ftant he was landed ; from which he was
only taken out to ftifle him on board of a
veflel, in which they pretended to return
him fafe to Cape-Breton. His fon, at
that time a boy of eight years of age,
they will abfolutely not releafe ; though,
fince their detention of that young favage,
they have frequently had prifoners fent
back to them, without ranfom, on condi-
tiou of reftoring the young man to his
country : bit though they accepted the-
condition, they never complied with it.
In the month of July, 1745, thefame
Danas, with the fame fuccefs, employed

the {fame decoy on a favage-family, which
could nat get out of their hands, but by

efcaping one night from their prifons.
About the fame time one named Bar-

tholomew Petitpas, an appointed favage-

linguift, was carried away prifoner to

Bofton.
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Bofton. The favages have feveral times R

" demanded him in exchange for Englith '
prifoners they then had in their hands, of
whom two were officers, to whom they
gave their liberty, on condition of the
Boftoners returning of Petitpas; whom,

however, they not only kept prifoner, but
afterwards put to ’dﬁgth. |
In the fame year, 1745, a miffionary
of the favages of Cape Breton, Natki-
kouefch, Picktook, and of the ifland of
St. John, having been invited by feveral -
letters, on the part of the commodore of
the Engli/b {quadron, \and of the general
of the land-forces, to a pariey, thofe gen-
tlemen defired with him, concerning the :
favages, repaired to Louifbourg, at that L
time in pofleffion of the Englith, on the 5
afflurances they had given him in writing, o
and on the formal promifes they had ‘
bound with an oath, of full liberty to re-
turn from whence he came, after having
fatisfied them in all they wanted of him. °
They detained him at Louifbourg, where
K they
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they gave him a great deal of ill ufage, and

obliged him to embark, all fick as he was,

and deftitute of neceffaries, on board of

one of the fhips of the fquadron, in which

he was conveyed toEngland, from whence
- he at length got to France *.

The fame_year, 1745, feveral bodies
of the favages, deceafed, and buried at
Port Tholouze, were dug up again by the
Boftoners, and thrown into the fire. The
burying-place of the favages was demo-
lithed, andall the croffes, planted on the
graves, broke into a thoufand pieces.

In 1746, fome ftuffs that the favages
had bought of the Englith, who then
traded in ‘the bay of Megagouetch at
Beau-baffin, there being at that time a
great {carcity of goods over all the coun-
try, were found to bé poifoned 4, fo that

more

* Moft probably he had not given the fatisfaltion
required by thofe gentlemen, which had been confefl-
edly by himfelf made the condition of his return.

+ Is it poffible a miffionary of the truths of the Gof-
pel could gravely commit to paper fuch an infernal

lie?
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more than two hundred favages of both
fexes perithed thereby.

In 1749, towards the end of the month
of May, at a time that the fufpenfion of
arms between the two crowns was not
yet known in New France, the favages,
having made prifoners two Englith-
men of Newfoundland, had from thefe
fame prifoners the firft news of the cefla-
tion of hoftilities. They believed them
on their bare words, exprefled their fatif-
faltion to them, treated them like bro-

“thers, unbound them, and carried them
to their huts. The faid prifoners rofe in
the night, and maffacred twenty-five of
thefe favages, men, women, and children.
There were but two of the favages efcaped
this carnage, by being accidentally not

lie? If even the favages had been ftupid enough of
themfelves to imbibe fuch a notion, was it not the duty
of a Chriftian to have thewn them the folly of it, or
even but in juftice to the Europeans ? But what muft
be their guilt, if they fuggefted it ? Surely, fcarce lefs
than that of the action itfelf.

Kz prefent.

i
(
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prefent. [How improbable is the whole of
this flory 2]

Towards the end of the fame year, the
Englith being come to Chibuckto, made
the report be every where fpread ¥, that
they were going to deftroy all the favages.
They feemed to act in confequence there-
to, fince they fent detachments of their
troops, on all fides, 'in purfuit of the fa-
vages.

Thefe people were fo alarmed with
this procedure of the Englith, that from
that time they determined, as weak as
they were, to declare open war againft
them. Knowing that France had con-
cluded a peace with England, they never-

thelefs refolved not to ceafe from falling

on the Englifh, wherever they could ﬁnd
them; faying, they were 1ndxfpenfably

* The miffionaties in thofe parts might indeed raife
fuch reports ; the which giving the favages an averfion
to the Englith, forced them to take hoftile meafures
agzinft them in their own defince: but who would
fufpe the Englifk: themfelves of raifing them, in dire&@
oppofition to their own intereft ?

oblig'ed

* he
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obliged to it, fince, againt all juftice, they
wanted to expel them out of their coun-
try. They then fent a declaration of war
in form to the ‘Englifh, in the name of
their nation, and of the favages in alliance
with it. ‘

As to what concerns the miffionaries
to the favages, they cannot be fufpected
of ufing any connivence in all this, if
juftice is done to the conduét they have
always obferved amongft them, and efpe-
cially in the time of the laft war. How
many aéts 6f inhumanity would have
been committed by this nation, naturally
vindi&tive, if the mifTionaries had not
taken pains, in good earneft, to put fuch
ideas out of their heads? It is notorious,
that the favages believe that there are no

- extremities of barbarity, but what are

within the rules of war againft thofe
whom they confider as their enemies.
Inexprefiible are the efforts which thefe
fame miffionaries have employed to re-
ftrain, on fuch occafions, this criminal
ferocity, efpecially as the favages deemed

them-

|
)
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~ themfelves authorized by right of repri-
fals. How many unfortunate perfons of
the Englith nation would have been de-
tained for ever captives, or undergone
the moft cruel deaths, if, by the interven-
tion of the miffionaries, the favages had
not been prevailed on to releafe them ?
They are even ready to prove, by their
written inftruGions, the leflons they in-
culcate to the favages, of the humanity
and gentlenefs they ought to practife, even
in time of war. It is efpecially ever fince
about feventeen years ago, that they do
not ceafe declaiming againft thofe bar-
barous and fanguinary methods of pro-
ceeding that feem innate to them. Cn
this principle it is, that in the written
maxims of condu& for them, care has
been taken to infert a chapter, which,
from the beginning to the end, places
before their eyes the extreme horror they
ought to have of fuch enormities. Their
children particularly are feduloufly taught
this whole chapter, whence it comes,
-that one may daily perceive them grow-

- ino
lno
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ing more humane, and more difpofed to

liften, on this head, to the remonftrances
of the miffionaries *.

* To this plea of innocence in the French miffionaries,
as to any infligation of the favages to hoflilities againfl the
Englifb, we fhall oppofe the tefliminy of their own court,
an the following words of the French miniftry, in ths very
Jame year, 1751.
¢ His Majefty (the French king) has already ob-
ferved, that the favages have hitherto been in the
moft favorable difpofitions ; and it even appears, that
the conduét of the general C—n—Il--s, with re-
fpe& to them, has only ferved to exafperate them
more and more. It is of the greatef! importance,
both for the prefent and future, to keep them up to
that fpirit. "The miffionaries amongft them, are
more than any one at hand to contribute therets, and
“ his majefty has reafon to be fatisfied with the pains
‘¢ they take in it. Our governor muft excite thefe
 muffionaries not to flacken their endeavcurs on this
““ head. But he fhould advife them to contain their
¢ zeal within due bounds, fo as not to render them-
<¢ {elves obnoxious to the Englith, unlefs for very good
¢ purpofe, and fo as to avoid giving handle for juft
¢ complaints.”

In this his moft Chriftian Majefly has been faithfully
ferved by thefe miffionaries, in all points, except that po-
litical injunétion of not giving a handle for juft com-
plaints, which they overfbst in the ardor of their zeals

Sfince
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Since it is undoubted matter of fac?, that the miffionaries
aperly employed all their arts, and all the influence of reli-
&iom, to invenom the favages againft us. Thence, befides a
number of borvid cruelties, the moft treacherous and bafe
murder of captain How, at a esnference, by fome favages
they fet on, who perpetrated it within fight of the French
forces.  The publifbting, however, of the foregoing me-
morial may have this good effeé?, that it will apprife the
Englifh of the matter of accufation againgt them, and en-
able them to countor-waork thofe boly engines of flate, and-
emiffaries of ambition. It is alfs certain, that this very
memarial was drawn up by a French priefl, purely to fur-
nifb the French mimifiry a fpecious document o oppofe to the
maft juft reprefentations cf the Brit,i%\/@'}nment. Befides
the fictions with which it abounds, he Has taken care to fup-
prefs the acls of cruelty committed, and the atrocious pro-
wocations given by the favages, at the infligation of bis
fellsw-iaborers in fedition and calumny.

~ ‘ L ET-

;\;?
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FROM S

Monf DE LA VARENNE,

T o HIS

FrRienpD at ROCHELLE.

Louifbourg, the 8th of May, 1756.
HOUGH I had, in my laft, ex-
haufted all that was needful to fay
on our private bufinefs, I could not fee
this thip preparing for France, efpecially
with our friend Moureau on board, with-
out giving you this further mark of how
ardently I wifh the continuance of our
correfpondence. It will alfo ferve to fup- o
plement any former deficiencies of fatis- R
fattion to certain points of curiofity you i
~ have ftated to me ; this will give to my | L
letter a length beyond the ordinary limits ‘
of one : and I have before-hand to ex-
cufe to you, the loofe defultory way in
which you will find I write, as things pre-
fent themfelves to my mind, without fuch
L method
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method or arrangement, as a formal de-
fign of treating the fubje¢t would exact.
But who looks for that in a letter ?

I need not tell you how feverely our
government has felt the difmemberment
of that important tract of country already
in the pofleffion of the Englifh, under the
name of Acadia; to fay nothing of their
further pretentions, which would form fuch
terrible encroachments on Canada. And
no wonder it thould feel it, confidering the
extent of fo fruitful, and valuable a coun-
try as conftitutes that peninfula. It might
of itfelf form a very confiderable and
compact body of dominion, being, as you
know, almoft everywhere furrounded by
the fea, and abounding with admirable
and well-fituated ports. It is near one
hundred leagues in length, and about fixty
in breadth.  Judge what advantages fuch
an area of couutry, well-peopled, and
well-cultivated, and abounding in mincs,
might produce. It is full gf hills, though
I could not obferve any of an extraordinary
heighth, except that of Cape Doree, at

the
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the mouth of the river des Mines, the moft
fertile part of it in corn and grain, and
once the beft peopled. There are a num-
ber of rivers very rapid, but not large,
except that of St. John’s, which is the
fineft river of all Acadia, where good
water is rather fcarce.

The foil in the vallies is rich, and even in
the uplands, commonly fpeaking, good.
The grains it yields are wheat, peafe,
barley, oats, rye, and Indian corn, and
efpecially that of the vallies, for the higher
ground is not yet cultivated. The paf-
tures are excellent and very common, and
more than fufficient to fupply Cape-Bre-
ton, with the cattle that may be raifed.
There is fine hunting, and a plentiful fith-
ing for cod, falmon, and other fith, par-
ticularly on the eaft-fide, which is full of
fine harbours at the diftance of one, two,
three, four, or of fix or feven leagues at
fartheft from one another, within the ex-
tent of ninety leagues of coaft. It is
thought, in fhort, this fithery is better

than any on the coafts belonging toFrance.

L2 The
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‘The airis-extreamly wholefome, which
is proved by the longevity of its inhabi-
tants. I myfelf know fome of above an
hundred years of age, defcendants from
the French eftablithed in Acadia. Dif-
tempers are very rare. I fancy the cli-
mate is pretty near the fame as in the
north of China, or Chinefe-Tartary. This
country too, being rather to the fouthward
of Canada, is not o cold as that ; the
fnow not falling till towards St. Andrew’s
day : nor does it lie on the ground above
two or three days at moft, after which it
begins to foften; and though the thaw
does not take place, the weather turns
mild enough to allow of working, and
undertaking journeys. In fhort, what
may be abfolutely called cold weather,
may be reduced to about twenty-five or
thirty days in a winter, and ceafes en
tirely towards the end of March, or at
lateft, the middle of April. Then comes
the feed-time. Then are made the fugar
and fyrups of maple, procured from the
juice or fap of thattree, by means of in-

cifions
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 cifions in the bark ; which fap is carefully
received in proper vefiels.
I could never find any ginfeng-root ; yet
I have reafon to believe there may be
fome in or near-the hills, as the climate
and fituation have fo much affinity to the
northern provinces of China, or North-
weft Tartary, as defcribed to us by our
miffionaries.

We have very little knowledge of the
medicinal herbs in this country, though
fome of them have certainly great virtue.
There are the maiden-hair, the faxi-frage,
and the farfaparilla. There is alfo a par-
ticglar root in this country of an herb
called Fean Hebert, about the ordina
fize of the Salfifix, or Guatfbread, with
knots at about an inch, oran inch and an

“half diftance from one another, of a yel-
lowith colour, white in the infide, with a
 fugarifh juice, which is excellent for the
ftomach,

There has been lately difcovered in
thefe parts a poifonous root, much refem-
bling, in color and fubftance, a common

¢ carrot.
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carrot. 'When broke it has a pleafing
fmell ; but between the flakes may be
obferved a yellowith juice, which is fup-
pofed to be the poifon. Of four foldiers
that had eaten of it in their foup lately,
two were difficultly preferved by dint of
antidotes ; the other two died in the ut-
moft agonies of pain, and convulfions of
frenzy. One of them was found in the
woods fticking by the head in a foftith
ground, into which he had driven it, pro-
bably in the excefs of his torture.  Such
a vegetable muft afford matter of curious
examination to a naturalift ; for as it doeg
fo much harm, it may alfo be capable of
great good, if fought into by proper ex-
eriments.

The fpirit of turpentine is much ufed by
the inhabitants. The gum itfelfis efteemed
a great vulnerary ; and purges moderately
thofe who are full of bilious, or grofs hu-

mors. )
For the reft there is, I believe, hardly
any fort of grain, tree, or vegetable, efpe-
cially in the north of France that might
not
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not be fuccefsfully raifed in Acadia. The

rains are frequent in every feafon of the
year. There are indeed often violent
fqualls of wind, efpecially from the South,
and from the Weft, but nothing like the
hurri®anes in the Weft-Indies. It is a
great rarity if thunder does any mifchief.
Some years ago there wag a man killed in
his hut by it ; but the oldeft men of the
country never remembered to have known
or heard of any thing like it before.
There have been earthquakes felt but
rarely, and not very violent.~ This coun-
try produces no venomous beafts, at leaft,
that I could hear of. In the warmer fea-
fon there are fometimes found fnakes, not,
however, thicker than one’s ﬁnger, but
their bite is not known to be. attended
with any fatal confequences, There are
no tygers, nor lions, nor other beafts of
prey to be afraid of unlefs bears, and that
only in their rutting-time, and even then
it is very rare that they attack. As there
are then no carnivorous animals except the
lynxes, who have a beautiful fkin, and

thefe
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thefe rarely fall upon any living creatures ;
. the theep, oxen, and cows, are turned out
into the woods or commons, without any
fear for them. Partridges are very com-
mon, and are large-fized, with fleth very
white. The hares are fcarce, and have a
white fur. There are a great many bea-
vers, elks, cariboux, (moofe-deer) and
other beafts of the cold northern coun-
tries. o ‘

The original inhabitants of this country
are the favages, who may be divided into
three nations, -the Mickmakis, the Mari-
cheets, or Abenaquis, (being {carcely dif-
- ferent nations) and the Cansbats.

The Mickmakis are the moft numerous,
but not accounted fo godd warriors as the
others : but they are all much addicted
to hunting, and to venery ; in which laft,
however, they obferve great privacy. They
are fond of firong liquors, and efpecially
of brandy: that is there greateft vice.
They are alfo very uncurious of paying
the debts they contracd, not from natural
dithonefty, but from their having no no-

' ' tion
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tion of property, or of meum or tunm.

They will fooner part with 2l they have,.
in the fhape of a gift, than with any’

thing in that of payment. Honors and
goods being all in common amongft them,
all the numerous vices, which are founded
upcvm thofe two motives, are not to be
found inthem. Yetitis true, that they
have chiefs to whom they give the title of
Sagamo ; but all of them almoft, at fome
time or other, afflume to themfelves this

quality, whichisnever granted by univer- .

. fél confent,but to the perfonal confideration
of diftinguithed merit in councils, or in
arms. Their troops have this particularity,
that they are, for the moft part, compofed
of nothing but officers; infomuch that it
is rare to find 2 favage in the fervice that
will own himfelf a private man. This
want of fubordination does not, however,

-hinder them from concurring together in
action, when their native feracity and
emulation ftand them, in fome fort, m-
ftead of dnfuphne.

M They |
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. 'They are extreamly vindictive, of which
1 fhall give you one example. Monf.
Daunay, a French captain, with a fer-
vant, being overfet in a canoe, within
fight of fome favages, they threw them-
felves into the water to fave them, and
the fervant was actually faved. But the
’févagc, ‘who had pitched upon Monf.
Daunay, feeing who it was, and remem-
bering fome blows with a cane he had a

- few days before received from him, took

care to foufe him o often in the wa-
ter, that he drowned him before he got
afhore. -

It is remarked, that in proportion as the
Europeans have fettled in this country, the
number of the favages confiderably dimi-
fhes. As they lne chiefly upon their -
hunting, the woods that are deftroyed to
cuitivate the country, muft in courfe con-
tra& the diftri& of - their chace, and caufe
a famine amongft them, that muft be fa-
tal to them, or compel them to retire to.
other countries. The Englifh, fenfible of
thls effect, ‘and whe feemed to place their

policy
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pollcy in extermmatmg thefe favage na-
tions, have fet fire to the woods, and burnt
a confiderable extent of them. I have
myfelf crofled above thirty leagues toge-
ther, in which fpace the forefls were {o
totally confumed by fire, that one could

- hardly at night find 2 fpot wooded- enough

to afford wherewithal to make an extem-
pore cabbin, which, in this country, is
commonly made in the following man-

: Towards mght the travellers com-

monly pltCh upon 2 fpot as near a rlvul_et;.

or river as they can; and as no one forgets
to carry his hatchet with him, any more
than a Spanith don his toledo, fome cut
down.wood for firing for the night; others
- branches of trees, which are ftuck in the
“ground with the crotch uppermoft, over
whichathatching islaid of fir-boughs, with

a fence of th¢ fame on the weather-fide

only. The reft is all open, and ferves
for door and window. A great fir€ is then
lighted, and then every body’s lodged.
They fup’ on the ground, or upon fome
leaved branches, when the {eafon admits
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of it; and afterwards the table ferves for
a bed. :The favages themfelves rarely
have any fixed hut, or village, that may be
called a permanent refidence. If there
are any parts they moft frequently inha-
bit, it is only thofe which abound moft in

game, or near fome fithing-place. - Such

were formerly for them, before the En-
glith had driven them away, Artigonee/ch,
Beaubaffin, Chipoody, Chipnakady, Yoodayck,
Mirtigucefb, La Héve Cape Sable, Mira-

meeky, Fi iftigoifch, La Baye des Chaleurs

Pe:ztagony Medochtek, Hokepack, and biz-
beki.

At prefent thefe favage nations bear an
inveterate antipathy to the Englith, who
might have eafily prevented or cured it, if
inftead of rigorous meafures, they had at firft
ufed conciliative ones: but this it feems
they thought beneath them. This it is,
that has given our miffionaries fuch a fair
field for keepmg them fixed to the French

" party, by the affiftance of the difference.

of religion, of which they do not fail to
' makc the moft.” But left you'may ima-
< - ] O'IHC
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gine I am giving you only my own con~
jeCtures, take the following extra& from
a letter of father Noel de Joinville, of a
pretty antient date. '
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<« [ have remarked in this country fo

great an averfion in the convert-favages
to the Englifh, caufed by difference of
religion, that thefe fcarce dare inhabit
any part of Acadia but what is under
their own guns.. Thefe favages are fo

< zealous for the Roman . Catholick

church, that they always look with
horror upon, and confider as enemies

thofe who arée not within the pale of it.

This may ferve to prove, that if there

¢ had been prigfls provided in time, to

work at the converfion of the favages
of New-England, before the Englith-

‘had penetrated into the interior of the

county s far as they have done, it
would net have been poffible for them
to apprepriate ‘to themfelves fuch an
extent of . country as, at this day,
makes of New-England alone the imoft”

11 . -
mag-
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< * magnificent colony on the face of the
« earth.”
But with this good father’s leave, he at-
tributes more influence to religion, though
as the priefts manage it, it certainly has a

very confiderable one, than in fact belongs

toit. Were it not for other concurring
circumftances that indifpofe the favages

againt the Englith, religion alone would

not operate, at leaft {o violently, that effect.

Every one knows, that the favages are at
beft but flightly tmé‘cured with it, and

* This pompous eplthet mlght have yet been more
juft, if the improvement of that colony had been
enough the care of the flate, to have been pufhed all
the lengths of which it was fo fufceptible. /S;w Eng-
lithmen will, probably, on reflexion deny?

2 third of thofe fums ingulphed by the ungrateful or flip-
Ppery powers on. the continent, upon interefts certainly
more foreign to England than thofe of her own colo-
nies, or lavifhed in a yet more deftructive way, that of
corrupting its fubje@s in eletions: if the third, I fay,
of thofe immenfe fums, had been applied to the benefit
of the plantations, to the: fortifying, encouraging, and
extendmg them, there would by this time, have hardly
been a Frenchman’s name to be heard of in North=
America efpecially. ,
have

at if but’
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- have little or no attachment to it, but as

they find their advantage in the benefits of
prefents and protection, it procures to them -

from the French government. In thort,

it is chiefly to the conduct of the Englifh °

-themfelves, we are beholden for this fa-
vorable aid of the favages. If the Eng-
lith at firft, inftead of feeking to exter-
* minate or opprefs them by dint of power,
the fenfe of which drove them for refuge

into our party, had behaved with more-

tendernefs to them, and conciliated their
affe@tion by humoring them properly, and
diftributing a few prefents; they might
_eafily have made ufeful and valuable fub-
je@&s of them. Whereas, difgufted with

their haughtinefs, and fcared ‘at the'me-’

naces and arbitrary encroachments of the
Englifh, they are now their moft virulent
and f{carce reconcileable enemies. ‘This

is even true of more parts in America,’

where, though the Englith have liberally
given prefents to ten times the value of
 what our government -does, they have
not however had the fame effe€t. The

K “geafon
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reafon of which is clear:  they make
them with fo ill a grace, and generally
time their prefents fo unjudicioufly, as
fcarce ever to diftribute them, -but “juft
when they want to carry fome temporary

point with the favages, fuch, efpecially, -

as the taking up the hatchet againft the

French. This does not efcape the natu-
sal fagacity of the favages, who are fen-

fible of the defign lurkmg at bottom of

this liberality, and give them the lefs
thanks for it. They do not eafily forget
the length of time they had been neg-
lected, flighted, or unapplied to, unlefs by
their itinerant traders, who cheat them in
their dealings, er poifon them with exe-

«crablé {pirits, under the names of Brandy
.and rum. Whereas, on the contrary, the

French are afliduoufly carefling and court-
ing them. Their miﬁionaries are dif-
perfed up and down their feveral canton-
ments, where they exercife every talent of
infinuation, ftudy their manners, nature,
and weaknefles, to which they flexibly ac-

commodagie themiclves, and carry their

points
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points by thefe arts, But what has, at
leaft, an equal ‘fhare in attaching the fa-
vages to our party, is the connivence, or
rather encouragement the French go-
vernment has given to the natives of
France, to fall into the favage-way .of
life, to fpread themfelves through the

favage nations, where they adopt their

manners, range the woods with them,
and become as keen hunters as themfelves.
- This conformity -endears our nation to

them, being much better pleafed with fee-.

ing us imitate them, than ready to imitate
us, though fome of them begin to fall
into our notions, as to trafficking and bar-
tering, and knowing the ufe of money,
of which they were before totally igno-
"rant. We employ befides a much more

effetual method of uniting them to us, -

and that is, by the intermarriages of our
people with the favage-women, which is
- a circumftance that draws the ties of alli-
<ance clofer., The children produced by
thefe are generally hardy, inured to the

N fa~
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fatigues of the chace and war, and turn’
out very ferviceable fubjects in their way.

But what is moft amazing is, that'

though the favage-life has all the appear-~
ance of being far from eligible, confider-
ing the fatigues, the expofure to all wea-
thers, the dearth of thofe articles which
cuftom has-made a kind of neceflaries of
life to Europeans, -and many other incon-
veniencies to be met with in their vaga-
bond courfe ; yet it has fuch charms for
fome of our native French, and even fot
fome of them who have been delicately
bred, that, when once they have betaken
themfelves to it young, there is hardly any
reclaimiing them from it, or inducing them
to return to 2 more civilized life. They
prefer roving in the woods, trufting to the
chapter of accidents for their game which
is their chief fupport, and lying all night
in a little temporary hut, patched up of a
few branches ; to all the commodioufnefs -
they might find in towns, or habitations,

amongft their own countrymen. By de-:

Ve .
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grees they lofe all relith for the European
luxuries of life, and would not exchange
for them the enjoyments of that liberty,
and faculty of wandering about, for which,

in the forefts, they contra& an invincible
tafte. A gun with powder and ball, of
which they purchafe a continuation of
fupplies with the fkins of the beafts they
kill, fet them up. With thefe they mix
-amongft the favages, where they get as
many women as they pleafe: fome of them
are far from unhandfome, and fall into their
_ way of life, with as much paffion and at-
tachment, as if they had never known any
other.

Monf. Delorme, whom you poﬂibly may
havefeen inRochelle, where he had a fmall
employ in the marine-department, brought
over his fon here, a very hopeful youth,
. who had even fome tincture of polite edu-
cation, and was not above thirteen years old,
and partly from indulgence, partly from
a view of making him ufeful to the go-
vernment, by his learning, at that age,
perfetly the favage language, he fuffered

N 2 him
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him to go amongft the favages. The
young Delorme would, indeed, fometimes
return home juft on a vifit to his fa-
mily ; but always exprefled fuch an im-
patience, or rather pining to get back
again to them, that, thougl relu&tantly,’
the father was obliged to yield toit. No
reprefentations in fhort, after fome years,

.could ever prevail on him to reénounce his

connexions, and refidence amongft the
Abenaquis, where he -is almoft adored.
He has learned to excel them all, even in .
their own points of competition. He out-
does them all in their feats of activity, in
running, leaping, climbing mountains,
fwimming, fhooting with the bow and
arrow, managing of canoes, fnaring and
killing birds and beafts, in patience of
fatigue, and even of hunger; in fhort,
in all they moft value themfelves upon, or
to which they affix the idea of perfonal
merit, the only merit that commands con-
fideration amongft them. They are not
yet polithed enough to admire any other.
By this means, however, he perfedly

reigns
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reigns amongft them, with a power the

greater, for the fubmiffion to it not only
~ being voluntary, but the effe of his ac-
knowledged fuperiority, in thofe points
that withthem alone conftitute it. His per-
fonal advantages likewife may not 4 little
- contribute thereto, being perfectly well-

made, finely featured, with a great deal .

of natural wit, as well as courage. He

drefles, whilft with the favages, exadtly in -

their manner, ties his hair up like them,
wears a tomby-awk, or hatchet, travels
with rackets, (or Indian fhoes) and, in
fhort, reprefents to the life the character of
a compleat favage-warrior. ‘When he
comes to Quebec, or Louifbourg, he re-
fumes his European drefs, without the
leaft mark appearing in his behaviour, of
* that wildnefs or rudenefs one would na-
turally fuppofe him to have contra&ed by
fo long a habit of them wijth the-fa-
. vages. No body fpeaks purer French, or
acquits himfelf better in converfation.
- He takes up or lays down the favage cha-
.raler with equal grace and eafe. His

' - friends
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friends have, at length, given over teazing
him to come and refide for good amongft
them ; -they find it is to fo little purpofe.

The priefts indeed complain bitterly, that |

he is not . overloaded with religion, from
his entering fo thoroughly into the fpirit.

-of the favage-life ; and his fetting an ex-

ample, by nomeans edifying, of a licen-
tious commerce with their women ; be-
fides, his giving no figns of his over-ref-
pecting either their dbé’grinc or fpiritﬁai
authority. This they pretgpd hurts them
with their actual converts, as well as with
thofe they labor to ‘make; though, in this
condu@, he is not-fingular, for the F rench
wood-rangers, in general, follow the like
courfe inga greater or lefler degree. Thefe -
reprefcnfg:ﬂons of the priefts would,

however, Have greater influence’ with our
government, if the temporal advantage
they derive from thefe rovers, undifci-
plined as they are, did not oblige them to

wink at their relaxation in fpirituals.

But it is not only men that have taken
this paffion for a favage life ;. there have
o been,
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been, though much rérer,examples of our E {
women going into it. It is not many’ S
years fince a vety pretty French girl ran’ B
away into the woods with a handfome
young favage, who married her after his
country fathion. Her friends found out
the village, or rather ambulatory tribe into .
which fhe had got ; but no perfuafions, or L
inftances, could prevail on her to return
and leave her favage, nor on himto con-
fent to it ; fo that the gevernment not
caring to employ force, for fear of dif-
obliging the nation of them, even acqui-
efced in her continuance amongft them,
where the remains to this day, but worfhip-
ped like a little divinity, or, at leaft, a5 a
being fuperior to the reft of their women. . .
Poffibly too fhe is not; in fa&, fo unhap-
Py, as her choice would make one think ‘ .
the muft be; and if opinion conftitutes
‘happinefs, fhe certainly is not.fo. |

There are not wanting here, who de-
fend this ftrange attachment of fome of
their countrymen to this favage life, on
principles independent of the reafon of
' " ftate,

RNV




[ 96 1]

flate, for encouraging its fubjeés to fpread
and gain footing amongft the favage na-
tions, by reforting to their country, of
which they, at the fame time, gain a
knowledge ufeful to future enterprizes, by
a winning conformity to their actions, and
by intermarriages with them. They pre-
tend, that even this favage life itfelf is not
without its peculiar fweets and pleafures ;
that it is' the moft adapted, and -the moft
natural to man. Liberty, they fay, is no
‘where more perfe@ly enjoyed, than where
no fubordination is known, but what is

‘recommended by natural reafon, the ve-

neration of old age, or the refpect of per-
fonal merit.

The chace is at once their chief em-
ployment and diverfion ; it furnithes them
with means to procure thofe articles, which
enter into the fmall number of natural
wants.” ‘The demands of luxury, they
think too dearly bought with the lofs of
that liberty and independence.they find in
the woods. They defpife the magnifi-
cence of courts and palaces, in comparifon

| | with
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with the free range and fcope of the hills

and vales, with the ftarry fky for their ca-

nopy : they fay, we enjoy‘the Univerfe
only in miniature, whillt the favage-
rovers egjoy it in the great. Thus reafon
fome of our admirers here of the favage-
fyftem of life, and yet I do not find. that
thefe refining advocates for it, are thém-
felves tempted to embrace it. They are

. content to commend what themfelves do

not care to pra&tife. Thofe who actually
do embrace it, reafon very little about it,
though no doubt, the motives above af=
figned for their preference, are gene-
rally, one may fay inftinctively, at the
bottom of it. Their greateft want is of
wine, efpecially at firft to thofe who are
ufed to it ; but they are foon weaned from
it by the example of others, arid content
themfelves with the fubftitution of rum,
or brandy, of which they obtain fupplies
by their barter of skins and furs. In fhort,

their hunting procures them all that they

want or defire, and their liberty or inde-
pendepce fupplies to them the place of
0] : thofe

i
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thofe luxuries of life, that are not well to be
had without the facrifice in fome fort of

o N |
It is more difficult to find an excufe for
the fhocking cruelties and barbarities, ex-
ercifed by the favages on their unhappy
captives in war. The inftances, however,
of their inhumanity, are certainly nof ex-
agerated, nor pofiible to be exagerated,
- but they are multiplied beyond the limits
of truth. That they put then theit pri-
foners to death by exquifite tortures, is
ftritly true ; but it is astrue too; that
they do not ferve fo many in that manner
.as has been faid. Numbers they fave,
and even incorporate with their owa na-
tion, who become as free as, and on a foot-
ing with, the conquerors themfelves. And
evenin that cruelty of theirs, there is at
the bottom a mixture of piety with their
vindi¢tivenefs. They imagine themfelves
bound to revenge the deaths of their an-
ceftors, their parents, or relations, fallen
in war, upon their enemies, efpecially of
that nation by whom they have fallen. It
is
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is in that apprehenfion too, they extend
_their barbarity ‘to young children, and to
women : to the firft, becaufe they fear
.they may grow up to an age, when they
~ will be fure to purfue that revenge of
which the fpisit is early inflilled into
them ; to the fecond, left they fhould
-produce children, to whom they would,
from the fame fpirit, be fure to inculcate
it. . Thus, in a round natural enough,
their fear begets their cruelty, and their
cruelty their fear, and fo on, ad infinitum.
- They confider too thefe tortures as mat-~
ter of glory to them in the conftancy with
which they are taught to fuffer them;
_ they familiarize to themfelves the idea of

. them, in a manner that redoubles their

_natural courage and ferocity, and efpe-
cially infpires them to fight defperately in
battle, fo as to prefer death to a captivity,
of which the confequences are, and may
- be, fo much more cruel to them. Another
reafon is alfo affignable for their carrying

, .. things to thefe extremities: War is confi-

* dered by thefe people as fomething very fa-
02 _ cred,
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cred, and not lightly to be undertaken; but’

when once fo, to be puthed with the ut~ -

moft tigor by way of terror, joining its aid
towards the puttmg the fpeedxe& end to it,
The favage nations imagine fuch examples
neceffary for deterring one anather from-
coming to ruptures, or inyading one ano-
ther upon {light motives, efpecially as their
habitations or villages ufed to be {o flightly
fortiﬁed that they . might eaﬁly be fur-
prifed. They have lately indeed learned
to make ﬁronger inclofures, or pallifadoes,
but ftill not fufficient entirely to invalidate
this. argument for their guarding againft
fudden hoftilities, by the idea of the moft

cruel revenge they annex to the eommif-

fion of them. Itis not then, till after the
matureft deliberation, and the deepe(’c'dg-‘ ‘
bates, that they commonly come to a re-
folution of taking up the hatchet, as they
call declaring of war; after which, there
are no excefles to which their rage and fe-
rocity do not incite them, Even their
feafting upon the dead bodies of their ene-
mies, after putting them to death with the -

' - moft
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moft excruciating tortures they can devife,
is rather a point of revenge, than of relith
for fuch a banquet.™

That midft ‘all -their favagenefs they
have, however, fome glimmering percep-
tion of the Jaws of nations, is evident from
the ufe to which they put the calumet, the
rights of which are kept inviolate, thro’
efpecially the whole northern continent
of America. Ifwanfwers neareft the idea
of the olive-branch amongft the antients.

As to your queftion, Sir, about the Eng-

lith being in the right or wrong, in their
treatment of the Acadians, or defcendants

of the Europeans firft fettled in Acadia,

and in their {cheme of difperfing them,

the point is {o nice, that Iown I dare not
pronounce either-way : but Twill candidly
ftate to vou&ertam falts and circumftances,
whlc}r may enable yourfelf to form a to-
,,,./lerably clear idea thereon.
~ But previoufly I fhall give you a fuc-
cin@ defcription of thefe people : They
were 2 mixed breed, that-is to fay, moft
of the{n proceeded from “marriages, or
' con-
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concubinage- of the favage women with
the firft fettlers, who were of various na-
tions, but chleﬂy French, the others were
Englifh, -Scetch, Swifs, Dutch, &c. the
Proteftants amongft whom, and efpecially
their children were, in procefs of time,
brought over to a conformity of faith with
ours. They found they could not eafily
keep their footing in the country, or live
fociably with the great majority of the
French, but by this means of coming over
to our religion. - ‘

Certain Normans, of which number
was Champlein, were the /7 French that
difcovered Port-Royal, now Annapolis,
where they found fome Scotch fettled,

‘who had built a fort of turf, and planted

in the area before it fome plumb-trees,
and walnut-trees, which was all the warks
of agriculture, and fortification the Britith
nation had made in this country before”
the year 1710, This is the chief reafon*
tco, why they fo much mﬁi’t on caﬂ}hng

* And a very good one furely.

Aca-
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Acadia, Nova-Scotia, and pretend to be
the firlt inhabitants and true proprietors.
Thefe Scotch were driven from Port-
Royal by the Normans, It is true, they

had difcovered the river of Port-Royal -

before the Normans, and had built a turf-

fort ; but it is by no means true, that

they were therefore the true fettlers on
this river, and lefs yet in the whole of
Acadia 4. The true iphabitants are
thofe who cultivate a country, and thereby
acquire a real permanent fituation. The
property of ground is to them who clear,
plant, and improve it. TheEnglifh had
done nothing in this way to it till the year
1710. ‘They never came there, but on
fchemes of incurfion ot trade ; and inall
the wars they had with the French, on

t+ Nothing can be more falfe and pitiful, than what
follows of this Frenchman’s reafoning. 1If a fort is
not 2 fettlement, what can be called one ? Iy it not
one of the moft valid, and generally received marks
of taking pofleffion ? Tt-fuppofes always a defign to
cultivate and improve 5 and no doubt but thefe firft
fettlers would have done both, if they had not been
untimely driven away.

I being
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being fuperior to them, they contented
themfelves with putting them to ranfom;
and though they fometimes took their for-
tified places, they did not fettle in them.
Asall their pretenfion in Acadia was trade,
they fometimes indeed detained. fuch
French as” they could take prifoners ; but
- that was only for the greater fecurity of
their traffic in the mean while with the
favages: Traders, continually obliged to
follow the favages in their vagabond
journeys, could not be {uppofed to have
time or inclination for agriculture. This
title then the French fettlers had; and in

-fhort, the whole body of the inhabitants
of Acadia, from time immemorial, may
_ be averred to have been French, fince d
few families of Englifh, and other Euro-
peans, cannot be fald to form an excep-
tion, and thofe, as I have before obferved,
foon became frenchified. Except a few .
families from Bofton or New-England, I
could never learn there were above three
of purely Britith fubjects, who alfo, ulti-
mately conforming both in the religious

and
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and civil inftitutions to the French, be-
came incorporated with them. Thefe fa-
milies were the Peterfes, the Grangers,
the Cartys. ‘Thefelatt indeed defcended
" from one Roger John-Baptift Carty, an
Irith Roman-Catholic. He had been an
indented fervant in New-England, and
“had obtained at length his difchargc?ﬁ'em
his mafter, with permiffion to remain with
the French Acadians for the freer excr-
cife of ‘His religion. Peters was an iron-
fmith in -England, and together with
Granger, married in Acadia, and was
there naturalized 2 Frenchman. Gran-
ger made his abjuration before M. Petit.
fecular-prieft of the feminary of Paris,

then miffionary atPort-Royal (Annapolis). .

Thefe and othér European families then
foon bécame united with the French Aca-

,digns, and were no longer diftinguithed
“from them: Moft of thefe laft were ori-

ginally from Rockelle, Xaintonge, and
Loitou ; but all went under the common
- ‘name of Acadians; and were once very
numerous. The Parith of Aunapolis-
- -P . Royal
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Royal alone in 1754, according to the acw .

count of father Daudin, contained three
hundred habitations, or about two thou-
fand communicants. The Mires, which
are about five-and-thirty leagues from
Port-Royal; and the beft corn country in
Acadia, . were alfo very. populous 3 nor
were there wa'xtmg inhabitants in many
commodious parts of this peninfula.

The charaéter of the French Acadians
was good at the bottom : their morals far
from viticus; their conflitution hardy, and
j’ct ftrongly turned to indolence and inac-
tien, not caring for work, unlefs a point
of prefent neceflity prefled them; much
attached to the cuftoms of the country,
which have not a little of the favage in

~_them, and to the opinions of their fore-

fathers, which they cherithed asa kind of

_ patrimony ; it was hard to inculcate any

novelty to them. They had many partsof
chara&ter in common with the Canada
French. A little matter furpmfes, and
fets them a ftaring, without flirring their

: curwﬁty to examme, or .exciting their in-

clination
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clination to adopt or embrace it. They
are remarkably fond of rofaries, crucifixes,
agnus deis, and all the little trinKets con-
{ecrated by religion, with which they love

.- to adorn their perfons, and of which the

priefts make no little advantage in dif-
pofing of amongft them : and in truth, it
is almoft incredible what a power and in-
flience thefe have over them, and with
which they defpotically govern them.
One inftance I am fure cannot but make
“you laugh. In September, 1734, the
prieft at Pigigeefh, had appointed his pa-
rifhioners to perform the religious cere-
mony of a Recefs, and to make them ex-
‘piate fome difguft they had given him,
.obliged them, men, women, and childrer,
‘to attend the adoration of the holy;facra-
ment with a rope about their necks ; and
what is more, he not only made them all
buy the rope of him, in which you may
be fure he took care to find his account,
but exacted their coming to fetch it bare-
footed, from his parfonage houfe; and
this they quicdy {ubmitted to. In fhort,

P2 con-
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confidering the fweets of power on whom-
fcever exercifed, our good fathers the mif-
fionaries are not fo much to be pitied, as
they would have us believe, for their great
apcficlical labors, and expofure to fatigue;
since it is certain, they live like little

kings in their refpective parifhes, and en-

joy in all fenfes the beft the land affords ;

and even our government itfelf, for its

own ends, is obliged to pay a fort of court

- to them, and to keep them in good hu-

mour.
“The Acadian men were commonly dreft

in a fort of coarfe black ftuff made in the

country ; 2nd many of the poorer fort go
bare-footed in all weathers. The women
are covered with a cloak, and all their
head-drefs is generally a handkerchief,
which would ferve for a veil too, in the
manher they tied it if it de‘fcended low
eno"ch

TH ir dwellings were almoﬁ: all built
in an uniform manner ; the inhabitants
them(glves it was who built them, each
for himfelf, there being but few or no me-

chanics




'[109]

chanics in the country. The hatchet was
their capital and univerfal inftrument.
They had faw-mills for 'their timber, and
with a plane and a knife, an Acadian
would build his houfe and his barn, and
even make all his wooden domettic furni-
ture. Happy nation! that could thus be
{ufficientto itfelf, which would always be
the cafe, were the luxury and the vanity
of other nations to remain unenvied.

Such in fhert were the French Acadi-
ans, who fell under the dominion of the
king of Great Britain, when the Englith
experienced, from both the Acadians and
favages, a moft thorough relu&ance to
the recognition of . their new fovereign,
which has continued to this day.

As to the favages it is certain, that the
governors for the Englifh - aGed entirely
againft the intereft of their nation, in
their procedure with them. They had
been long under the French government,

fo far as their nature allows them to be -

under any government at all ; and be-
fides, almoft all the Micmakis, and great
num-
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: numbers of the Maricheets, or Abena-
quis, were converted to our faith, and
were confequently under the influence of
the priefts. It could not then be expected,’
naturally fpeakm g, that thefe people could
all of a fudden fhake off their attach-
ment to, and connexions with our nation ;
fo that, even after the ceffion.of Acadia,
they continued, with a favage (ullenefs,
to give marks of their preference of our
government. ‘This could not fail of giv-
ing the Englith umbrage ; and their im-
patience not brooking either delays, or
foothing them into a temper and opinion
more, favorable to them : they let it very
early be feen, and penetrated by the fa-
vages, that they intended to clear the ‘
country of them. Nor would this ex-
terminating plan, however not over-hu-
‘mane, have been perhaps wholly an im-
political one, if they had not had the
French for neighbors, who, ever watch-
ful and alert in concerning’ themfelves
with what paft in thofe parts, took care

underhand, by their priefts and emiffaries,
to

vi\
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to inflame them, and to offer them not
only the kindeft refuge, but to provide
them with all neceflaries of life, fure of
being doubly repaid by the fervice they
would do them, if but in the mifchief
they would do.gthe Englith, to whom it
was a great point with our government to
make Acadia as uncomfortable, and as
untenable as poffible. It was no wonder
then, that the favages, ill-ufed by the Eng-
lith, and ftill dreading worfe from them,
being conftantly plied by our carefles,
- prefents, and promifes, fhould prefer our
‘nation to that. I have before faid, that
religion has no great hold of thefe favages,
but it could not be but of fome weight in
the fcale, where their minds were already
fo exulcerated againft thofe of a different
one, whom they now confidered as their
capital enemies. You may be fure like-
wife, our priefts .did not negle& making
the moft of this advantage, which the
Englith themfelves furnithed themby their
indifcreet management: for certain it is,
that a few prefents well placed, proper -
: me-
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imethods of conciliation, and a very.littie‘-
time, would have entirely detached the
favages from our intereft, and have turned
the fyftem of annoyance of the Englifh
againft the French themfelves. Some
Enoh(h governors indeed grew fenfible of
thxs, and applied themfelves to retrieve
matters by a gentler treatment, but the
mifchief was already done and irretrieve-
able; and our mifflionaries took care to
widen the breach, and to keep up their
{pirit of hatred and revenge, by inftilling
into thém the notions of jealoufy, that
fuch overtures of friendfhip, on the part

“of the Engliih, were no better than fo
" many fnares laid to make them perith, by

a falfe fecurity, fince they could not hope

“to do it by open violence. One inftance

may ferve to fhew you the temper of thefe
people : Some years ago the Englifh offi-
cers being affembled at the Mines, in or-
der to. take a folemn recognition from
them of the king of Great Britain, when
a favage, a new convert, called Sizon, in

fpite of all diffuafion, went himfelf alone
fo
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to the Englith commander, and told him,
that all his endeavours to get the king of

England acknowledged, would be to no

purpofe; that, for his part, he fhould ne-
ver pay any allegiance but to the king of
France, and drawing a knife, faid, <“This
<« indeed is all the arms Ihave, and with
< this weapon alone, I will ftand by the
¢ king of France till death.”

Yet, with all this obftinacy of fenti-

ments, once more I dare aver, the favages -

would have been eafily won over and at-
tached to the Englith party, had thefe

gone the right way about it: and I well

know that the French, who knew beft the
nature of the favages, much dreaded it ;
and were not a little pleafed to fee the
Englith take meafyres-fo contrary to their
own intereft, and play the game fo effec-

tually into our hands. In fhort, we took, -

as was natural, all the advantage of their
. indifcretion and ove-r-ﬁ‘ght.

I come now to the Acadians, or what
may more propetly be called the French

Acadians.  'Fhefe would undoubtedly

Q have




=2
s st PRSI

.ﬂ;
By
i
L
E
B
Wl
%
‘i.fii
i '

[ 114 ]
have proved very valuable fubje&s to the
Englith, and extreamly ufeful to them in -

“improving a dominion fo fufceptible of all

manner of improvement as Acadia,
(Nova-Scotia) if they could have been
prevailed on to break their former ties of
allegiance to the kihg of France, and to
have remained quietly under the new go-
vernment to which they were now trans=
ferred. But from this they were con-
ftantly diffuaded, and withheld by the in-
fluence of our French priefts, cantoned

amongft them *, who kept them fteady

* The letter-writer might have here added the in-
famous arts and falfities, by which thefe emiffaries of the
French jmpofed on thofe bigotted deluded people, and
ta that end made religion 2 vile tool of ftate. They
reprefented to thefe Acadians, that it was an inexpiable
crime againtt their faith, to hold any commerce with
heretics, and much more fo to enter into their in-
terefts ;——that there would be no pardon for them,
either in the other world, or even in this, when the
French fhould regain, as they certainly would, péﬂéf-
fion of a country ceded fo much againft the grain. In
fhort, they fucceeded but-too well in keeping up the
fpirit of rebellion amangft thofe infatuated devotees of
theirs, who remained fullen and refra&o;y to all the

advances the Englifh made to gain them. °

to
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t6 cur party. You may be fure our go-
vernment did not fail of conftantly incul-
cating the expediency of this conduct to
our priefts, who not only very punctually
and fuccefsfully conformed to their in-

firuGions on this head, but very often in -

the heat of their zeal fo much exceeded

~ them, as to draw on themfelves the ani-

madverfion of the Englith government.
This anfwered 2 double end, of hinder-
ing that nation from finding thofe advan-

tages in this country, by the profpeét of

which it had been tempted to fettle in it,
and of engaging it to confider Acadia it-
felf, as fomething not material enough to
think worth its keeping, at the expence
which it muft occafion, and confequently
induce the -Englith to be the readier to
part with it again, on any future treaty of

peace. This too is certain, that the French

themfelves knew neither the extent, nor
the value of this country, till they were
fenfible of the improvements the Englith
were projecting; and the ufe now fo eafy
to difcover might be made of {o fine an
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eftablithment. But to return to the Acas
dians: It muft be confeft the Englith had,
with refpect to them, a difficult game to
play. To force fuch a number of families,
of which too fuch great ufe might have
been made, to evacuate the country,
feems at firft both impolitic and inhuman.
Baut then it muft be confidered, that thefe
people were abfolutely untractable as to
the Englith, and thoroughly under the di-
rection of priefts in an intereft quite op-
pofite to theirs. To have taken thofe
priefts entirely from them, would have
exafperated them yet more, and was, in
fa@, a meafure repugnant to that fpirit of
toleration in religious matters, of which
they boaft, and to which it muft be owned
they conftantly adhered, as to thefe peo-
ple, both in fpeculation and practice *.
* Might not this dilemma have been removed, by
procuring for them priefts, fince priefts they muft have,
from neutral nations, fuch as the Flemings, the Roman

Swifs Cantons, &c. whom a very fmall matter of re-
ward and encouragement would,- it is probable, have
fixed inthe Englith intereft 2 At leaft, they cbuld not
have the fame motives for fomenting rebellious princi-
ples, as the French priefts, who were fet on by that
goverament., '

5 - None
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None of the Acadians were ever molefted
purely for their religion; and even the
priefts-of our nation were always civilly
" treated by them, whenever they had not
reafon to think they meddled in temporal
matters, or ftirred up their parifhioners to
rebellion. I have feen many of their own
letters that acknowledge as much ; fo that
upon the whole, I do not fee that the
Englith could do otherwife than they did,
-in expelling their bounds a people, who
were conftitutionally, and invincibly, a
perpetual thorn in their fide, whom they
could at beft look on as fecret domeﬁxc
enemies, who wanted nothing but an oc-
cafion to do them all the mifchief in their
power, and of whom, confequently, there
could not, for their intereft and fafety,
remain too few in the land.
- In the mean time the French took fpe-
. cial care to appear at leaft to receive with
open arms thofe refugees, whom their
fear or hatred of the Englith drove out of
- that country; they gave them tempo-
raty placcs of habitation, both for them
and
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4nd their eattle, befides provifions, armis;
tools, &c. till they fhould fix a fettlement
in fome part of the French dominions
here, which they recommended efpecially
in the ifland of, or on the banks of the
river of St. John ; but they were at firft
very loth to come to a 2 determination.
And furely, - thefe unfortunate viGims of
their attachment to the French govern= -
ment deferved all the reparation in its
power to give them, for what they had
quitted for the fake of preferving alles.
giance to it, even after their country had
been transferred to another fovereign, I
cannot, however, confiftently with truth
fay, they were received as kindly as they
deferved, which probably bred that unde-
termination of their’s to fix a new fettle-
ment, as they were prefled to do by the
French government. They retained ftill a
hankering after their old habitations: the
temporary new ones were far from being
equally agreeable or convenient; and even
the antient fettlers in thofe places where
thefe refugees were provifianally cantoned,

' began
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began to make complaints of their en~
croaching upon them, and to reprefent
their apprehenfions of their becoming’
burthenfome to them. Some of our peo-
ple in power, more follicitous for their own
private intereft, than for the public good,
were but too remifs in relieving #nd com-
forting thefe poor people. This, at length,
" _indifpofed ‘them fo, that after very pa-
thetic remonftrances on the hardthip of
their cafe, and the motives upon which
they thus fuffered, great numbers of them
‘began to liften ferioufly to the propofals
made them by the Englith, to return
upon very inviting terms to the fettle-
ments they had quitted. In fhort, it re-
quired the utmoft art of the miffionaries,
and even a kind of coercion from the mi-
litary power, to keep them from accept-
ing the Englith offers. For when they
prefented a petition to Monf. de Vergor,
for leave to return to the Englifh diftrict,
“this commander,after having remonftrated
to them that he could not grant their re-
queft, nor.decide any thing of himfelf in

a
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a matter of that importance, was forced,
at length, to declare to them, that he
would fhoot any man who thould attempt
to go over to the Englifh *. - Thus thefe
poor people remained under this deplora-

* It fhould herc be remarked, that thefe very peo-
ple had taken the oath of allegiance to the crown of
England, agrecable to the tenor of the treaty of
Utrecht. But the French, not content with harbour-
ing thefe caufelefs malecontents, that were aQually de-
ferters over to them, kept continually, by means of the
priefts, plying fuch as ftaid behind with exhortations,
promifes, menaces, in fhort, with every art of feduc-
tion, to engage them to withdraw their fworn. alle-
giance to their now lawful fovereign. Infhort, if all
the tranfactions of the French in thofe parts were
thrown into 2 hiftory, it would lay open to the world

- fuch 2 fcene of complicated villainy, rebellion, perju-

ry, fubornation of perjury, perfidioufnefs, and- cru-
elty, as would for ever take from that nation the power
of pluming itfelf, as it now fo impudently does, on its .
fincerity, fairnefs, and moderation. The Englith, on
the other hand, too confcious of the juftice of .their
caufe at bottom, have been too remifs in their confuta-
tion of the French falfities : content with being in the
right, they cared too little for having the appearance
of being fo, as if the world was not governed by ap-
pearances,

ble
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ble dilemma. Some of them too, had not

even habitationis to go back if they would =

they' had been forced into the mea-
fure of deferting their country, and paf-
fing over to the French fide, by the vio~
lence of the Abbot de Loutre, who had

- not only preached them into this {pirit,
but ordered the favages, whom he bad at-

his difpofal; to fet fire to their habitations,
barns; &c. particularly at Mirtiguee/h*.

- In the mean time the French did not
{pare, at leaft; the confolation of words
and promifes to thefe diftreft Refugee-aca-
~ dians. * They were affured, that they
would infallibly be relieved on the regu-
lation of the limits taking ‘place, which

was thén on the point of being fettled, by

4% The reader is defired to obferve, that in the mea
fnorials deliveréd into the Englith court by the French
minifters, this burning of villages was fpecifically
‘made an article of complaint, at the fame time that
§t was their own incendiary agent, at their own infti-
gation, who had 4ctually caufed fire to be fet to them

by kLis favages. Could then impudence be puﬂzed ‘

faz’ther than it Was on this occafion 2
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__comimiffaries, between the twa crowns

This. hopé, in _fome fort, pacified them ;.
and they lived .as well as they could mth&
expeCtation of  a final decxﬁonlwhlch was'z
not {o foon to come. ~

* Yet even this cxample of the fuﬁ'etmgs
of thefe people; - purely on account - of
their attachment to_the French:govern~
ment, could’ not out-balance with the
French Acadians,” who remained in thd
Englith difteict, the affidacus applications
of ‘our pneﬁs ‘to keep them ﬁrm in th#.

¥ The truth 48y that in thefe aﬂ‘uranccs the Frencll
gmremmnt, -which mever intended a couplufion, bt
quly an-amulerhent,. gid not foruply equally deceiving
the Enghfh, and thefe infatuated Acadian fubjects of
oiirs, who, tothe French intereff had’ ficrificed their
own, their poffeflions in their country, their. {wora faith,
in fhort, their ALL. ‘Whoever has; the patieace to.29
through the Freach  memorials, in, theix proeedurg
with our commiflaries, may fee fneh mﬁances of th;x,r
pitiful prevarications, petty,-foggmg c,bxcanery, q;uxrk;,
and evafions, as would naufeate one. The whgle
firefs of their argumeut, in fhost,, turns m:rer upoR
names, wherg the things themfelves, were. abfol ez ‘
out of the qugftion, from the ‘manifcft notoriety

e - French




~ put them. _
length finding that, neither by fair nor

. at once to 2 violent refolution.
prized and feized every French Acadian-

[}’3]

French intereft. Thcy never ceafed ng-
ing every mark in their power of their
prc_fcrence- of our government to that,
under which the treaty of Utrecht had
The Englith, however, at

-~

foul means, could they reclaim or win

them over to their purpofe, fo as that they
might in future depend upon them, came

They fur-

man they could lay their hands on, (the
women they knew would follow of courfe)

and, to clear the country eﬁ'e&ually of

them, difperfed them into the remoteft
parts of their other fettlements in North-
America, where they thought they could
do the leaft: rmfchxef to them Some
were fhipped off for England : the priefts

o jihared the fame fate, and were conveyed

‘to Europe

With this evacuation, the

'very exiftence of theFrench Acadians may
be faid to have ended ; for in Acadia
there are fcarce any traces of them left,
few or nonc having efcaped this general

Rz {eizure
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{cizure and tranfportation, for the necefs
fity of which, the Englith were perhaps
more to be pitied than blamed.
" In the mean time our government had

~fo far fucceeded, as to force the Englith

thus to depnve themfelves of fuch a num-
ber of fubjects, who, but for the reafons
above deduced, might have been very va-
luable ones, and a great firengthening of -
‘thexr new colony Hitherto then our
neighborhood has made it almoft as irk-
fome, and uncomfortable to them, as we
could with ; and this fine fpot of domi-
nién dogs not nigh produce to them the

,advantaves that mxght otherwife naturally_
»be expetted from it. Numbers of them- .

fclves begin to exclalm agami’c it, as 1f its

'valuc -and importance had bcen over-

rated not confidering, that it is on the
c1rcurnﬁances of their poffeﬁion, and not
on the nature of the poﬁ'eﬁion 1tfelf that

theu- complaxnts and murmurmcs fhould

fall It is very hkely, that whenever we
et it back agam, we fhall know very,
Wcl} Wh;l to db with it. Thcy havc be—
wn T : o
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gun to teach us the value of what we

thus inadvertently parted with to them ;
and it will be hard, indeed, on recovering
it, if we do not 1mprove upon their lef-
fons.

In the mean time you in Europe are
cruelly miftaken, if you donot annex an
idea of the higheft confequence and va-
lue, to the matters of dominion now in
difpute, between the crowns of France
and Great Britain, between whom the
war. is in a manner begun, by the cap-

ture of the Alcides and Lys, and which,
even without that circumftance, was ine-
vitable. ¥ know that our (French) go-
vernment, is indeed fully fenfible of the
capital importance to it of its intereft in
thefe parts, and has proceeded in confe-
quence. But it is not o, I find by your
Tetters, and the reports of others, with
‘ gﬁmbérs in Europe, who do not conceive,
ﬂiat the prefent object of the war is fo
ponﬁdcrable as it really is.

- To fay nothing of the vaft extent of
gountry that falls under the claim of the
o ? Englifh
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Englith: to- Acadia (Nova-Scotia) which:
alone would form an. immenfe mafs of
dominion, greatly improveable in a num-
ber of points, its fituation is yet of greater
weight. By the Englifh pofleffing it, Ca~
nada itfelf would be fo. ftreightened, fo
liable to harrafsment, and efpecially to the
comptrol of its navigation, that it would
fearce be tenable, and furely not worth:
the expence of keeping. The country
pretended to have been ceded is far pre-
ferable to it ; and the mafters of it would
be equally mafters of the fea all over
North-America. Hallifax, for. exaniple,
according to which of the nation’s hand
it thonld be in, may be equally an effec-

" tual check on Quebec, or Bofton.

~ You will then allow, that was there
even nothing more in difpute than the li-
mrts of the ceflion of Acadia, or Novaa
Scotia, together with its neceffary depen-
dence, that alone would form fuch a con-
fiderable object, as not eaﬁly to be given
up on either fide. " The commiffaries ap-
pomted by both crowns, then failing of
coming
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coming to any dgreement or regulation, it
is no wonder to fee the appeal lodged with
the fword ;. efpecially when there is anow
ther point yet remains, of perhaps equal;

if - “not ‘fuperior, ".importance; - depending:
onthe iffue of the war: and: that is, .the

weftern inland frontiers of the Eniglith cov
Ionies. Should we'ever command the na<
Wgat:on of ‘the " lakes and: ‘fivers,  behind
their fettlerrients, You canéafily’ figure to
yourfelf, not only the vaft advantages of
preferving that communication of ‘Canada,
 with New Orlearis and'the mrﬁﬁ;ppr, fo'
aﬁfohlte]y effentiat to-both thefe’ our colo<
nies; but the facility it wilt give us on alP

occifions of diffrefling the Englifh; where

néither their marine=force -can firecor
them, nor can ‘they be: able to refift the
attack,’ fince we may make it wherever'
" ever we pleaf; and effe@ually dodge any
Tand-force theymrght aﬁ'embfcmany onc
or two patts to'oppofe us. Weé may’ ‘then

catry the wir into the: quarter-moft con~

vcmcnt; and-méft fafe: foms» Fwe theuld

evcr havc the “whole mavigation: of thé

lakes
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lakes fo far at our difpofal, asto prevenf:
their conftructing any.material number
veflels to difpute it with us,- Thus we can
penetrate- into the heart of any of their cos:
lonies, that may.beft fuitius; efpemally with:
the concarrent aid of the'favages, whonr
we have foiind means to attach {o ftrongly:
to us, and on-whom we -can-greatly de-.
pend for the effeGtual harrafsment of;. ef--
pecially; the_back-plantations of the Engs
lith.

You fcﬁ 1hen, Su', hy thls fumm‘a.ry.
ﬁcetch of: the points in contef}, that the’
war being o once engagf.d, it. W:lll not be fa
eafya mattc .23 many 1 in Europe unagme,,
to. adjuftthcynetenﬁons, fo various .and
fo important, of .the re[peéhve natxons, fo
as to be. able to ‘procure .a peace. . Some

] treatable. : You may obferve too, . ha.t

do not fo. muoh as touch upan;the difgute
about. Tabagg; Santa-Lucxa,,or any of the
Leeward.;ﬂands, which are: not; however,
of fmall.confequence. - In fhorﬁ the war,
mutt, in all human probability, be.3
R S
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much longer one, than is commonly be-
liecved. Neither nation can materially re-
lax of its claims, without fuch a thorough
facrifice of its intereft in America, as

nothing but the laft extremities of weak-

néfs can compel.
~ Long as this letter is, T cannot yet clofe
it without mentioning to you a fingular

phenomenon of nature, in the ifland of

St. John.. You know it is a flat, level
ifland, chiefly formed out of the congef-
tion of fand and foil from the fea. Tradi-
tion, experience, and authentic public
al&s (Procés werbaux) concur to atteft
that every feven years, it is vifited by
fwarms either of locufts, or of field-
mice, alternately, never together; with-
“-out its being pofiible to difcover hitherto
_either the reafon, or the origin of thefe

two fpecies, which thus in their turns,

at the end of every feventh year, pour
out all of a fudden in amazing num-
bers, and having committed their ravages
on all the fruits of the earth, precipitate
themfelves into the fea. Neither has any

S o pre-
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preventive remedy for this evil been yet dif-
covered. It iswell known how they perith,
but, once more, how they are produced no
one, that I could le€arn, has as yet been able
to trace. 'The field-mice are undoubtedly
- fomething in the nature of thofe {warms
? , of the fable-mijce, that fometimes over-
' run Lapland and Norway, though I'do not
i know that thefe return fo regularly, and at
' | fuch ftated periods, as thofe of this ifland.

I am, Sir,

Your ‘'moft obedient,

.‘ér»}:q.»,,.ag«mé.,: e

Humble fervant.
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CHARACTER
‘ ‘ OF THE

S A \% A GES of NorTH-AMERICA,

EXTRACTED FROM - .

A LeTTeR of the Father CHARLEVOIX,

TO

A Lapy of Diftin&ion.

O give you, Madam, a fummary
fketch of the charaéter of the fa-
vages in this country, I am to obferve to
you, thatunder a favage appearance, with
manners and cuftoms, that favor entirely
of barbarifm, may be found a fociety ex-
empt from almoft all the faults that fo
often vitiate the happinefs of ours. _
They appear to be without paffion, but
they are in cold blood, and fometimes
even from principle, all that the moft
violent and moft unbridled paffion can

infpire into thofe, who no longer liften
to reafon, -

§ 2 They
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They feem to lead the moft miferable
‘ of lives, and they are, perhaps, the only

happy of the earth. At leaft thofe of
them are ftill fo, amopgft whom the
knowledge of thofe objects that difturb
and feduce us, has ot yet penetrated, or
. awakened in them, thofe pernicious de-
fires which their ignorance kept happily
dormant : it has not, however, hitherto
made great ravages amongft them.

There may be perceived a mixture in
them of the moft ferocious and the moft
gentle manners; of the faults reproach-
able to the carnivorous beafts, with thofe
virtues and qualities of the head and heart,
that do the moft honor to human-kind.

. One would, at firft, imagine, that they
- had no fort of form of government, that
they knew no laws nor fuberdination,and
that living in an entire independence, they
fuffered themfelves to be entirely guided
by chance, " or by the moft wild, untamed
caprice : yet they enjoy almoft 2ll the ad-

vantages, which a well-regulated autho-
rity can procure to the moft civilized na-
"~ tions.
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tions. Born free and independent, thcy '

hold in horror the very fhadow of defpo-
tic power; but they rarely fwerve from
certain principles and cuftoms, founded
upon good-fenfe, which ftand them inthe
ftead of laws, and fupplement in fome
fort to their want of legal authority.  All
‘conftraint fhocks them ; but rfeafon alone
hold them in a kind of fubordination,
~which, for its being voluntary, does not
the lefs anfwer the pro. ied end. '

‘A man, whom they thould greatly ef-

teem, would find them tractable and duc-

tile enough, and might very nearly make
them do any thing he had a mind they
thould ; but it is not-eafy to gain their ef-

" teem to fuch a point. They grant it only

to merit,and that merit a very fuperior one,
of which they are as good judges as thofe,.
who, amongft us, value themfelves the
moft upon being fo. They are, efpecially,
apt to be taken with phyfiognomy; and

there are net in the world, perhaps, men-
who are greater comnofffeurs in it: and that -

1 1s,



Cladde e e AL

Favanen, i i e

i

[ 134 ]
is, becaufe they have for no man what~
ever, any of thofe refpects that prejudice
.or impofe on us, and that ftudying only
nature, they underftand it . well. As
they are. not flaves to ambition or
‘intereft, thofe.two paffions that have
chiefly cancelled in us that fentiment of
humanity, which the author of nature
had engraved in 6ur hearts ; the inequa~
lity of conditions is not neceflary tothem
for the fupport of fociety.

There are not therefore, Madam, to be
feen among{’c them, or at leaft, are rarely
to be met with, thofe arrogant haughty
chara&ers, who, full of themfelves of
their greatnefs, or their merit, 1ook on
themfelves almoft as a fpecies a-part, and

Adifdain the reft of mankind, of whom

confequently they can never have the
confidence or love. Their equals thefe
rarely ‘know any thing of, becaufe the
jealoufy that reigns amongft the great,

hinders them from being intimate enough -
¢ with one another. Neither do they know

themnfelves, from their never ftudying
themfelves,

et
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themfelves, and from their conftant felf-
flattery. They never refle&, that to gain
admiffion into the hearts of men, they
muft make themfelves their equals; fo
that ‘with this pretended fuperiority of
enlightened underftanding, which they
look on as an effential property of the
rank they hold, the moft part of them live
groveling in a proud and incurable igno-
rance of all that it would be the moft
important for them to know, and never
enjoy the true fweets of life. i

- In“all this how wretchedly different
from the favages! In this country, all the
men efteem themfelves equally men; and
in man, what they moft efteem is, the
man. No diftincion of birth; no pre-

rogative attributed to rank, to the preju- .

dice of the other free members of fociety;
no pre-eminence annexed to merit that
can infpire pride, or make others feel too
much their inferiority. There is, per-
haps, lefs delicacy in their fentiments than
amongft us, but furely more uprightnefs ;

lefs

e .
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lefs ceremony ; lefs of all that can form

a dubious chara@er ; lefs of the tempta-
tions or illufions or felf-love.

Religion only can perfect thefe people
in what is good in them, and corre&t what
bad. This indeed is not peculiar to them,
but what is fo, is,” that they bring with
them fewer obftacles to reliéious devotion.
when once they have begun to believe,
which can only be the effe of a fpecial:
grace. It is alfo true, that to. eftablith:
firmly the empire of religion over them,
it would be neceffary that they thould fee
it practifed in all its purity by thofe who-
profefs it.  They are extremely fufcepti-
ble of the fcandal given by bad Chnf-
tians, as are all thofe who are, for the firft
time, inftru&ed in the principles of the
Gofpel-morality:

- You will perhaps afk me; Madam, if’
they have a religion? Tothis-T'anfwer, that
it-cannot: be faid they have not:one, though-
it is difficult to give a definition-of what.it
1. I thall fometime or other, take occa-

fion
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fion to enter into more particulars on this -

head. This letter; like moft of the others
that have preceded it, prove fufficiently
that I do not pretend _to write to you me- |
thodically. ’

I fhall then now""only'contént"' my- -~

felf with adding, by way of finithing,

to this picture of the favages, that even .

in their moft indifferent a&ions, may be
perceived the traces of the primitive
natural religion, but which efcape thofe
who do net ftudy them enough, be-_
caufe they are yet more defaced by the
want of inftru&ion *, than adulterated

* This want of inftruction is wretchedly fupple- -

mented amongft the favage-converts teo the Popith re-
ligion, by that fuperflitious worthip, and thofe fabu-

lous traditions, its miflionaries have introduced amongft:-

them, -and which muft be only the more execrable,
Tor their being a fuperftructure on fo fair a foundation

- as that of the truths of the Gofpel. At leaft, the fa-

vages, in their genuine unfophifticated flate, have no
fuch bafe, abfurd, derogatory ideas of the Deity, as
are implicd by the doctrines of tranfubftantiation, pur-
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_" by the mixture of a fuperftitious worthip,
-t and by fabulous traditions.
E gatory, abfolution, and the like fictionsin the Romith
; church, which have been the more than mines of
- ' Mexico and Peru, of its clergy.
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