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substanee of the U. S. controversy

N gh Japan is not 1mmng:“‘1 don. It is not a

ine conviction that J. pan is planning
an o“resxivc war on the United States. It is
China—trade and profits. Thj)re are of comrse
- minor clements. Théere are wargcare mongers who
‘make profits out of congresménal appropriations
for munitions and armor plate. ' There are capital-
ists, land speeculaters, and merchants on the Western
coast who honestly think that they did not get their
fair share of the profits of the last war or that they
do not now receive their due proportion out of the

annual pork barrel for harbor improvements and

coast defenses, There are labor-politicians in some

eommunities 'who flourish on anti-Japanese agita-
tion. There are restless navy officers who enjoy
fﬂ‘ihing in troghled waters and are cager to see the
“‘nntoward Angident”’ precipitated—on account of
tﬁhm. the glnry the. ex.eltemant the honors, the

ons. Some ottheq,
wth.»mai—ﬂﬁ‘

started with a show of propnef"y There arc also
some brave souls who still think that another world
conflict would strengthen national and Christian
virtues—the twp being one and the same thing. All
these, however, could be easily held in check by a
President and a State Department really bent on
peace with honor.

But the substance of the controversy with Japan
is not immigration, nor fear of Japanese aggression,
nor the promotion of Christian virtues with bayon-
ets, bombs, and gases; it is China—trade and pro-
fits. This has been the substance of the matter for
many long years. We know from Russian diplo-
matic papers now exposed to publi gaze that Phil-
ander Knox, when Secretary of State, carried his

. system of dollar diplomacy into the Far East. Man-

churia, Mongolia, the Chinese Eastern Railway, and -

. other spheres of economic gain were the objects of
his tender solicitude. It was the Washington spec-
ter /that. hdliu&ed the secret union of ‘Russia and
~Japan just bem&e collapse of the Czar’s regime.
Professor Pan] kemch in his reminiscences of a
diplomst, frankly contimued the serial story. He
' regérded. the American &-uonini’mu.bur-
cau for the assistanee of Amierican merchants and
' capigaltits in Ching; and he did his best to get the
2 I}M Stntes eommifﬂia toa prognmme of dnv”fng

"ty and sacred honor of China.”’
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distant imperialists. What a strange collection of
upstanding citizens joined in the clamor over Shan-
tung—a elamor that almost landed us in a war with
Japan over the business! Hard-boiled tories who
rejoiced in trampling on the liberties of the Filip-
inos, the Haitians, the Dominicans, the Nicaraguans,
and the other wards of American marines, were vis-
ibly pained to see Japan holding a piece of territory
belonging to the poor, dear Chinese. The cause was
righteous—to those who eould see the mote and not
the beam.

We were hcaded for the crisis when Senator
Borah forced the calling of the Washington Confer-
ence in which Hughes and Harding shone so bril-
lian#ly. By firm but gentle pressure England and

the United States forced Japan to relax her grip on _

Shantung—without letting-loosc of anything them-
selves. Everything was done with great eeremony
and with a fine feeling for the proprieties—and with
less noise than would have followed an attempt of
Germany and Japan to bregk the hold of Ameriecan
capitalists on the Philippines. About the same time
the Chinese bubble bumt.« Even the man in the
street discovered that the government of Peking was
no government at all and hul no power outside the
walls of the. city—and jyery Jittle ingide. It stood
revealed as a band of militafy TAVERturers 1 Tecog-
nized by the foreign Powers and sustained by the

_ leavings from the salt and customs duties collected

under alien auspices—saving always ‘‘the sovereign-
Ameriecan bankers
who lent money to the Chinese government without
security lost their investments. Japanese imperial-
ists were hadly singed. American capitalists who
rushed in to gather the prizes promised by theé hust-
iing, bustling Department of Commerce got their fin-
gers burned alse. In spite of all the puffing and
blowing, American business with the sixty million
Japanese continued to be about twice the business
with the three or four hundred million Chinese. The
vocation of loving China and hating Japan lost some
of its echarm.

For a time, American financiers, having suffered
a set—back_in China, turned their attention to Nip-
pon. Some of the most astute said unto themselves -
‘“‘Lend money to the Japanese and let them do it in
and to China.”” So money was lent to the Oneptal
Development Company which operates in Korea,
China, and other distant places—sometimes curious-
ly and mysteriously. A big loan was advanced to
the. Industrial Bank of Japan, which likewise fin-
apces various ecomomic activities in the Far East.
Another loan, huge in amount, was mace to the Im-
perial Japanese Government on a basis that netted
a tidy commission as well as a good rate of interest.
Another was made to the Gireat Electne.ﬂompany,
and still others to minor concerns. All these loans
work for peace between Japan and the United States
—at least forthe present. Ameriean financiers do
not want the business structure of the Far East
sh‘hn by, dmgmnmhtnry adventures.

-

War With Japan

. Bt Shall the U. 8. Get Out of It?

clear—at least in the scheme of calculation. Assum-
Ing vietory as a matter of course, tne United States
at the close would take Formosa and the neighbor-
ing isles, the South Manchurian Railway, and other
valuable -properties. It would assume ‘‘moral re-
sponsibility’’ for Korea, Manchuria, and Mongolia.
Doubtless a “‘commission’’ of experts and bishops
would show that Christian ethies did not require us
to follow the example of Japan in the case of Shan-
tung and return Manchuria to China. The outposts
of American civilization would be planted along the
Chinese Eascern Railway and the basis laid for the
penetration of Siberia. Korea would be assimilated
to the benevolent administration of the Philippines.
The United States would master the trade of China
if it took seven times twenty-one demands. This
is the substance of the ‘‘what.”’

Of eourse there would be other things. There
would be ‘“eost plus’’ once more, labor boards, and
committees on public information. There would be
created a few thousand additional millionsires. The
Hon. Charles E. Hughes has soberly said that in view
of the precedents already set, constitutional govern-
ment as we now know it would hardly survive a long
war even if victoriously waged.  So there waould be
sedition and espionage acts. Professors would be
expelled for expressing doubts about the infallibility
of Congress and the President. The jails would be
filled with American citizens unable to believe what
their conscienees forbid. Aliens would be deported
by the ship load. The Department of Justice would
let loose a million spies to stir up suspieion and
hatred

And who are ‘“‘we’’? According to Mr. Dwight
Morrow’s analysis of foreign bond distribution in
the United States, the number of ‘“us’’ interested in
spreading the benefits of civilization is very large.
The advent of the baby bond has multiplied our
gfodly company. There are some of us on every
Main Street. Stock-sharing schemes augment the
fraternity of the fortunate. As most of the men
drafted for the army and the navy would be farmers
and unskilled laborers not useful for the lathe or test
tube, a great proportion of ‘‘us’’ would escape the
heat of the day. Especially is this true since many
thousand Negro boys eould be ealled upon to help
carry the white man’s burden and hold back the ris
ing tide of color. In the end there would be jobs for
deserving Republicans and Democrats in the new
dependencies, places for teachers and missionaries.
On the whole quite a number of ‘“us’’ will be de-
delighted with ‘“what’’ ‘‘we’’ shall get.

But things might not be so simple, eventually if
not now. Would England stand idly by and see the
United States become mistress of the Pacific and
dominant in China! Would Russia always remain
powerless under the sway of American emterprise?
Would it be possible to isolate the burning house?
What if the conflagration started on the Yangtze
or on the Inland Sea spread to Enrope?! 1 is easier
to start a war than to stop it qr to divine its ont-
come. Would the speils and the fun then hhm
the blood. tremsure, frenxzy, and. w Who
would hold the bonds, gather the profits, seap the
dividends? ’ Whe wotld give their Jives and pay the
taxes? Wnl«iﬁ-bothwﬂ! jeind For

2y A \}‘7@1«.%5: WPy

T




AR o A

uqnneeotthehct,towhjchlhqvebefonrewed.

(Continued from last issue)

LL wealth is producted by labour and it is
A its object, not its soui-ce, which determineg
whether wealth is or is not capital. Capi-
tal, then, is simply tlie result of past labour, used to
assist present labour in producting wealth in order
lo produce profit for its owner. It is clear, then,
that capital owes its existence to labour and must
have been preceded by labour. One of the mis-
chievous results of reversing the proper order ol
these two elements is that economists represent
labour as dependent on capital. Capital, they say,
is the result of thrift and abstinence on the part of
the capitalist, who makes advances to the thriftless
workman while he is working. Profit and interest
are the reward which the capitalist receives for his
thrift and abstinence—the natural, economic reward
received through making these advances. Now all
this is entirely fallacious. Capital does not make
any advance to labour. Generally speaking, labour
makes advances to capital. The workman, as a rule.
works a week or a fortnight before he receives any
wages at all, and during that time he increases the
value of his employer’s capital by far more than he
receives in wages. The capitalist does not subsist
him during that time; he pays him the cost of his
subsistence after he has done his work—not before.
And even then the capitalist does not really give
him anything beyond an order on other labourers
to supply him with a certain quantity of food, cloth-
ing, and shelter,-all of which, bear in mind. have
been produced, not by the capitalist, but by these
other labourers. A man’s wages are only useful in
so far as they enable him to get hold of these vari-
ous commodities produced by other labourers. In-
directly, then, he merely exchanges the result of his
labour with that of other labourers, all of whieh
must neeessariiy be produced before it can be ex-
changed. All that the capitalist does is to act as a
sort of go-between and pay himself well for perform-

ing this part somewhat badly.

That profit and interest are the reward of ab-
stinence is not less fallacious than that capital sub-
sists labour, or that capital is the result of abstin-
ence. The natural economic reward of abstinence
is the result of abstinence. If two of us have ten
shillings eaeh, and one spends his in drink, while the
other saves his, the result is that on the morrow one
has ten shillings and the other has a headache. The
reward for the abstinent one is the possession of ten
shillings and freedom from headache. But his coft-
tinued abstinence from consuming the ten shillings
will not make the ten shillings grow, and the reward
of his abstinence becomes no bigger from long-con-
tinued eontemplation. According to the orthodox
theory, this ten shillings should grow and grow, so
long as its owner absthined from consuming it. But
if it were left alone it is quite certain that it would
not inerease at all, and it is necessary to seek for
another source than mere abstinence for the return
to capital represented by interest and profit.

Profit and interest have their source, as has all
wealth, in the labour.of the workers, applied to nat-
ural objects. What we are immediately coneerned
with is the consideration as to how, if they are the
result of labour, they go to athers than the workers.
Nobody, except the economists, believe profits to be
the reward of thrift and abstinence—and it is even
doubtful if the econemists themselves believe it.
They appear to me to put this forward as a justi-
fiecation for what is morally unjustifiable—as an
ethieal basis for what is ethically unsound. But the
majority of people are not troubled by considera-
tions of abstract ethics in matters of business. They
do not therefore consider if profit is the reward for
thepracneeotuyvirtne ‘to them profit is the re-
ward of astuteness in business, of the practice of the
art of buying cheap and selling dear, which art is
the perfection of commereisliom. Yet this theory”
is as fallacious as the other; and only arises in con-

‘ling does as'a rule. Ifyonmthin'oﬁtulg

The Econ(‘)mhicvs of

that production today— capitalist produetion, is not
carried on for the purpose of supplying’ human
needs, but for the production of profit. Consequent-
ly you have, not the production of articles of utility,
per se, but the produetion of commodities to be put
upon the market to sell. This is the characteristic
feature of the capitalist system which distinguishes
it from preceding stages of economie development.
Whereas under other economie conditions produc-
tion was earried onprimarily for use and only super-

fluitics were sold or exchanged, production today is.

carricd on primarily for cxchange.

In medieval times, with all the evils of serfdom,
there was this advantage, that people used to grow
food to eat, make clothes to wear, and bnild houses
to live in Now, strange as it may seem, we do
not grow food to eat, make clothes to wear, or
build houses to live in. All these things are made
to sell at a profit, with the result that we have adul-
terated food, shoddy clothing, and jerry-built
houses. The sooner things are destroyed or¥ tumble
to pieces the better for everybody, except the unfor-
tunate purchaser. With the change in economic
conditions there has come a change in the politieal,
the religious, and the social phases of the life of the
community. In medigval times the feudal chieffain
-was absolute master—land was the dominant econ-
omic factor. But with the growth of manufaecture,
of production for sale, the rise of the bourgeoisie
meant the downfall of feudalism. The plutoerat

“supplanted the baron, capitalism became king. The

‘“old nobility’’ of England today are successful
brewers, bankers, and traders, and the Nonecon-
formist Conscience dominates in the place of Holy
Mother Church. These facts go to illustrate what
I have already inecidentally pointed out, that the
economie conditions dominate all other econditions
Economie dominance is bound to secure political
and religious dominance, the owner of capital being
master in the material field of economics, dominates
in all other departments of social life. On the other
hand, attempts to secure political power without
economic freedom meet with but sorry success. The
political atmosphere is probably more corrupt in

America than in any other country in the world,!

because there you have a sham political demoeracy
on top of a real economie plutocracy. There capi-
talism is unrestricted by any of the old feudal
traditions which still have some influence in other
countries, it is absolute monarch, and the pretended
freedom of the American people only serves to gild
the chains which enslave them.

This then is the economic system of today, the
production of commodities to be put upon the mar-
ket to sell, for profit.
general impression that it is on the market, and in
the process of Exchange, that profit is made, that
peopte make their profits by buying cheap and
selling dear. This I say is the general view, and yet
a very little consideration should be syfficient to
demonstrate that it is impossible for everybody to
be buying cheap and selling dear. If one buys cheap
somebody has to scll cheap, and if one sells dear
someone has to buy dear. Now it is the bourgeoisie,
the capitalist class, who are engaged in this trad-
ing, in this buying cheap #nd selling dear, and al-
though sometimes here and there one goes under,
and some here and there make fortunes, they are all,
generally speaking, daily and yearly getting richer.
Now, to suggest that they are getting rieh at each
other’s expense is as absurd as the statement that
the inhabitants of the Scilly Isles make a precarious
living by taking in each others’ washing. ‘‘Dog
doesn’t eat dog,”” and eapitalist-does not exploit
capitalist. He cannot. The higgling of the market
is simply a’ gambling with the products of 'other
men's labour, bmitpmdncamm;hlm

From this arises the very

dred pounds and started: nun'bﬁllg wﬂh it, M‘h’pﬁ

abor

probably be ric:Yr and some poorer than :when you
started, but yo hl;ndred pourtds. would not have
increased by a red dent. But, as I' ‘have said, apart
from their individual losses and guq the whole
capitalist class grow richer, and apparenﬁy in this
process of gambling among themselves.
must see, this is only apparent, not real.
here that gains are made. All that the p
eventually is to determine the proportie
surplus value each partner in the long &
take. What would you have?! ‘‘Ha

leves.””  And the ecapitalis® cannot ‘-ep

gains for himself, but must share them pﬁt wi
hangers-on and assistants, the landlord tthe lawyer,
the parson, and the prince.

Just now, Kowever, the question we are con-
cerned with is how he comes by his gains rather
than how he apportions them. We have seen that
they are not really\ the reward of abstinence, and
that they are not in“the process of exchange—seeing
that neither abstinence nor exchange can of them-
selves create anything. .

If, however, we pursue our investigation of this
process of exchange we may- discover the actual
source of the surplus-value which is gambled with
therein. If we conclude that there is no ultimate
gain made simply by the exchange of cemmodities
we arrive at this, that over the whole area of ex-
change there is a general average, that taking the
whole mass of exchanges, all commodities exchange
at equal valucs. The price of one commodity may
rise above, that of another fall below, its normal
value, but the two exehanges cancel this difference,
and falls or rises in individual instances nmiake no
more difference in the rule as to exchange of equal
values than the rise and fall of the waves of the sea
make to the sea level. But what is this value, which
must be equal in any two eommodities which ex-
change for each other! So many pairs of boots, for

~instance will exchange for a watch; but what is
there in common between the boots and the watch?
Nothing but this, that they are both the embodiment
of a certain amount of human labour. The amount
of socially necessary human labour that is expended
on a commodity determines its value in exchange
with any ether commodity. This is stmply an ampli-
fication of the theory of the older economists—
Adam Smith and others, that the eost of production
was the basis of value. Karl Marx has takeh this
theory and given it a scientific value by amplifica-
tion and limitation.

We say, for instance, socially necessary human
labour. If it takes as mueh labour to produce a
watch as would produee two pairs of boots, then.
generally speaking, two pairs of boots are of equal
value with one watch and the boots and watch will
exchange for each dther. If a man took twice as
long as was ordinarily neeessary to make a pair of
boots—that would not make his one pair of boots
equal a watch as a,value in exchange. If, however,

by some improved method of production watches
could be produeed with pne half the usual amount °

of labour, while thé cost in labour of producing
boots remained the same, the result would be that
the value of watches in exthange with boots would
fall to one half, and whereas formerly ome watch
equalled two pairs of boots it wonld now only ex-
change for one pair. It is sometimes nttunpted to
disprove this theory on the ground that it is the

utility of a thing and not meo-tofproduﬁa,‘,

which determines its value. Bn:teubn&ﬂ‘ﬁﬁ
ofnﬁﬁtymtho-uqnw :

ngmanmhq ...
qrmeetoﬂndr 8

to th
ing a
more
of th
time
tem.
the «
ones
W
- its 0y
worlc
3 don’t
a2 world
iy table
- B
their
T tie, fi
laek ¢
no sef
know
g dard
| o opinK
; them
ity.
< scious
% presel
f" the in
5 Tk
whose
3
&




hen you
ot have
d, apart
e whole
' in this
, 88 you
t is no!’
~ -

of the
m shall

re Icon-
+ rather ;
en that =
ice, and
—seeing -
f them-

of this i
actual e
»d with 7
timate
nodities
 of ex-
ing the
cchange
ty may -
normal :
ference,
ake no a2
) & equa] ¥
the sea e
, which
ich ex-
ots, for
vhat is ;
watch?
diment
amount

pended E

BTN 0T g 38

-
:

(37

{0

-~

WESTF'R\' CLARIO\’

Page Three

APOLEON BONAPARTE when driving in
his urringe ‘ ugh the streets of Paris,
was onee gfked why he did not seem to be

affeeted by the use of the multitude, ‘‘I am not

moved at said he, ‘‘“They would applaud just
as heartily #f I were going to my execution, provid-
ed they bad the necessary inspiration from the

press pulpit.”’
In a hmtlar manner Scott referred to the crowd

o’er the herd would wish to rcign?

ie, fickle, fierce and vain, ¢te

nly Seott and Napoleon, but thousands
t intellectuals imagine that these attrib-
utes are imherent in the constitution of humanity.
TMy neveg’for a moment suppose that they are im-
minent mb'ﬁly. and not inherent ; in other words, the
attributes are not inseparable from the constitution
of hmﬁ'anity but are temporarily remaining there as
the effect of suggestions embodied in a crude: en-
vironment.

As a matter of fact the herd is the heir apparent
to the industrial throne. The continually increas-
ing ability of man to produce by means of machinery
more commodities then he ean sell in any expansion
of the world market, assures this, and at the same
time heralds the early decease of the capitalistic sys-
tem. The really momentous question incidental to
the opportunity is as follows: Will the fantastic
ones rise to the occasion?

Will they be able, when capital breaks down of
its own weight, to operate the industries of the
world on a basis of production for use? If they
don’t, we may rest assured that the whole civilized
world will be adversely affected by the most regret-
table ealamities.

But in the meantime we ate merely considering
their capacity to rule. Men in the mass are fantas-
tie, fickle, fierce and vain only in direct ratio to their
lack of epportunity for self-eulture. When they have
no set of gemeral principles, the truth of which they
know how to prove, and the value of which as a stan-
dard they can-use in estimating the worth of the
opinions and judgment of others, it is impossible for
them to be anything but slaves to their own credul-
ity. Henoce being fantastie, fickle, vain and uncon-
scious of their class position in society, they send re-
presentatives of the plautocragy to parliament under
the impression that their interests are identical

That is why the promoters of industrial interests,
whose money is instrumental in sending these men to
power, can afford to despise the opinions of the ma-
jority of their-eonstituents; that is why their hired
men as members of parliament can so flagrantly
treat the people as a herd in positively refusing to
aecount for millions of dollars placed in their trust,
as we shal] show later. They hold them in contempt

the opinions of the majority, so-called, are’

- in reality the opinions of their masters imbibed un-

consciously in various subtle manners through the
feeding-bottle of suggestion, insinuated too subtly

_{or notice ‘amongst the dining utensils with which

they introduce their mental pabulum to the system;
tbcydeqht&li.ﬂthuombecameinuseof
dissatisfaction with the government in power, they
kmthﬂtbmﬂldthue'whomthﬂrpoehhave
dubbed ‘ﬁelnrd,"xﬂlbeupendedntheponsm

ﬂttmhgontmhdtheirmken,mdpumng ~
~ another; equally useless, in its place; yet, to be per-
Mnﬁdﬁ.tﬁehﬁ’ﬁmentunotzhe only
.- fesson for these conditions, since the class that con-
'.’mm,hmnetbdsofmnﬁom :

The Commﬂ/T Herd and the Commonwealth

BY F. W. MOORE

a farfamed warrior in_the subconseious mentality
of a boy seout whose environment involves inspira-
tions from the swash-buckling characters of a dime
novel no less than from the apotheisized heroes of
his text-book literature!

In an analogous manner the politieal orators of
every country, hynotizing the crowds by flattery
induce them to believe they are the most fortunate
people on earth flourishing,
ideal system of government.

Nowhere are the eitizens more easily cajoled in
this way than in the great republic to the south,
sometimes grandiloquently dese
‘(God’s country,”’ as i
gan interests* 60 per cent. of th
2 per cent. of the people (Th
from Clarion 935).

We may behold the same jovous erowd. obsessed
by the flattery of their rhetoriea
country of the civilized world

as they -are, under an

ribed by the term

.where, the case of the Mor
wealth is owned by

Nation, N.Y., quoted

| sophists, in every
They are particu
Machiavellian ‘‘spielers’’
of capitalism, after announcine that their country
men are the most superior people on earth in times
of peace, mo on to dilate on their invineible eourage
and prowess in time of war, and that, when they are

larly in season when the

drawing part of their inecomes from foreign munition
factories whose weapons are used later against their
own armil:x

About the time that immediately preceded the
outbreak of the world war it was commonly report-
ed that certain prominent Englishmen had shares in
the Essen cannon foundaries establishe«

Krupp in 1848; and even if that were so, we know
that the paradoxical state of affairs did not end there,
for sometimes we find titled Englishmen’s names in-
scribed on the guns captured from their enemies.
On one side of a cannon that new adorns the town of
Bedford, England—a cannon taken by the Bedford-
shire Regiment from the Turks at Gaza, in Palestine
—i8 the following inseription : ‘‘Made by Sir George
Armstrong, Whitworth & Co.”” (See
‘“Women and War,”’ by Rose Henderson.

Such extraordinary situations are no diseredit to
their haman factors. They go to show that while
our chauvinistic sophists are trying to keep the
human racg divided, the inexorable tendeney of the
development of trade, commerce, and finance is to
create an international federation of the world.

A greater bar to progress in that direction even
than the sophistries of the chauvimists, is the insid-
ious propaganda of the press veiled by a mantle of
patriotic enthusiasm ; indced so potent are the sug-
gestions from this source that their effeet deseends
unto the children of the third and fourth genera-
tions. Sometimes a grandson of the original recip-
ient of capitalist psychology may quite innocently
disseminafe distorted portrayals of the stern real-
ities of life.

We shall finish this article with a quotation from

e “B.C. Teacher’’ for Mar¢h. It is a statement
im which 99 per cent. of the teachers of Canada

pamphlet

-would place implicit eonfidence, coming as it does

from an obviously honorable man who believes in
his own words himself. Here they are: ““If our
teachers acquire a personal knowledge of the various

ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR

By PETER T. LROKIR. .
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provinees and gain a vision of Canada’s splendid
possibilities, they will make such an impression on
the minds of our future statesmen, who are yet at
that the narrow provineial viewpomt will
disappear in wise legislation for a united Canada.’’

The sentiment embodied in the above is all right .
as an ideal, but the idea of materializing it under
modern eireumstances, where opposing interests are
at stake, is to say the least, grossly absurd.

[t 18 an open secret that members of parliament
on this eontinent are returned by means of funds
supplied by the plutocracy (See charges sworn to
by prominent citizens and preferred against the

rents of both the Liberal and Conservative parties
mvolving the acceptance respectively of $300,000
and 350,000, as campaign funds. Other larger funds
of a similar naffire are referred to in the same sec-
tion of the ‘‘Searchlight”” No. 9, page 29—pam-
phiet got up by the Provincial Party.) 4

In eonneetion with the helplessness of members
of an organization controlled by campaign funds wg
shall quote Mr. Woodsworth, M.P., for Centre Win-
nipeg in referring to a parliamentary enquiry into
the expenditure of $50,000,000 voted for war pur-

I)A;\PS ~

S( xﬂ)()l

““The total amount of money involved in the pur-
chase investigated was not more than $3,000,000.
This included the price of the submarines, in other
words, the Public Accounts committee’s investiga-
tion touched less than one sixteenth of the 850000
000 voted by parliament for war purposes.”’

We wonder, if the habit of sending plutocratic
nominees to parliament persists, how any knowledge
whatever of our provinces could influenee our future
members in bringing about legislation in any way
opposed to the interests of the masters at whose
hands they are fed. Teachers’ ideas as to the future
are usually grand, but when entertained without
taking into consideration the doetrine of Economic
Determinism they are likely to remind one of some
aceredited faculties of the subjective mind,
which, they say. are specially adapted for use in a
future life; yet, in connection with the ideas, heaven
is not meant here, but the world as it will be when
its inhabitants, no longer the unthinking herd, have
at last awaked to the necessity of initiating a real
civilization by combining together politically and in-
dustrially in an international federation of the world
long expected by socialists and known to them as an
ideal under the name of the
wealth.”’

Co-operative Common-

Then for the first time in history shall all these
have been metamorphosed into real men and women
of whom it may be justly said in the adapted words
of Tennyson that “‘moved upwards having
cast out the beast, and let the ape and tiger die.”’

In other words civilization, which is now embry-
cnie, will have seen the light

they

The higher develop-
ment of man will have begun.

BUSINESS HELPS ITSELF.

N the United States the
with alarm’’ all things that disturb his political
peace. Following upon the recent presidential
election there the National Republican League has
actively bestirred itself on behalf of ‘“‘sound prin-
eiples of government’’ by circularising all and sun-
dry who may have more of the world’s wealth than
the other fellow, sounding the warning note against
overeonﬁdence concerning the defeat of radicalism.
Badlcahsm’" says the cireular letter sent out by
the League, “‘is not dead. Two years after the great
Harding landslide the radicals ‘came back’.”” Ap-
parently this was somewhat astonisbmg to big busi-
ness which now, through the Republican League,
urges the policy of organising & nation-wide cam-
pngn ahead of next year’s Congressional election,
speeiﬂeally, to send literature broadeast "w
(Oontmned on]nge 4) :

business man ‘‘views
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L mpt the -arrangement of- thﬁr differénces—

through the eight hours’ work day if need be. -

Still the old fashion prevails of issuing slogans
on May Day. Here is one not a month old, issued
in all scrionanemby Amsterdam

““Let the workers force their governments to es-
tablish the eight hours day and to make disarmam-
ent a reality, not an empty phrase.

Let the workers open their eyes and sce things
as they are. Let them recognise their economie
and political rights and demand them of their gov-
ernments.

Let them awaken from their apathy, let them rise
and bid the war-makers of the world cease from

Renew promptly.

VANCOUVER, B. C, MAY 1, 1925

MAY DAY.

LL the bodies of the International—Laber,
Socialist and Communist—have in the time
honoured way given forth in abundance the

manifold reasons why the workers of the world
should, on May Day, awaken to the significance of
their condition and function in life, take resolution
and, ‘‘by opposing end it.”’ The rallying ery ranges
all the way from the time worn demand for the uni-

versal application of the eight hours’ day to the es-
tablishment of the co-operative commonwealth.

The First International in its time declared the
limitation of hours in the working day to be the first
step in the direction of the emancipation of the
working class, whith sentiment has been reaffirmed
times without number these sixty years since. Ir
respective of the emancipation of the working class
but’ signiifieant of the tendency toward international
orgarization and control of industry under capitalist
finanece, the Peace treaty following upon the world
war made provision for the establishment of an in-
termational labor office through which a uniferm
work day of universal application was to be worked
out and agreed upon—which has been done. Some
fifty countries have agreed upon the prineiple of
the eight hours’ day—eaeh resclving, meanwhile, to
carry the prifigiple into praetice when the other does
it. And when the otlier does it the eight hours’ day
that evolves ig somewhat warped and twisted by
amendments and conditions having effeet in fi'vor
of ‘certain preseribed industries, generally those con-
cermed in expbrt trade, which is in aceord with the
considerations of the case as being of the world mar-
ket variety.

Actually, today, the tendency is for the estab-
lishment of the universal eight hours’ day—or any
other uniform work day—to become something for
international eapital to promote in its own interest.
This is very well illustrated by a recent report made
by the Infernational Federatien of Trade Unions
(Amsterdam) from which we take thig: ‘‘The plac-
ing of a recent British order for five motorships in
Germany has been a shrewd blow for British em-
ployers; affecting as it does employers’ profits. At
a joint conference of shipbuilders and shipyard
workers, a shipbuilder urged that the British Gov-
ernment should be approached and urged ‘to take
international action for the enforcement of the 48
hours’ week in Germany and Holland.” So lang as
their own pockets were not touched the British em-
ployers’ representatives at the International Labor
Conferences shewed some coolness towards the rat-
ification of the Eight Hours’ Day Convention. Now
they are suddenly beginning te think internation-
ally, having been converted by the needs, not of In
ternational Labor, but of British trade.*’

There is sound, sense in the observation that the
employer’s first eoncern is trade rather than the aims
and. aspirations of labor. The point here to be ob-
served, however, is that while the annual May Day
output of ink and paper continues its plaint fijr the
eight hours’ nniversal 'workday after the pattern
of the old ‘fashion wherein this is set forth as otlé of
the ideals of labor and thus deserves first attention—
whxlethntisbehgdoneﬂupéediotfhemplbyen

their deadly work.

We will not wait!

No longer will we be driven like a flock of sheep
by a little band of capitalists who have no ideas be-
yond their own selfish interests.

No longer will we be the unresisting prey of a

handful of men whe spill our blood and blast the
lives of our wives and of our child#en merely that
they may heap up higher their ill-gotten gains.

et us free ourselves onee and for all from the

voke of Capitalism. But we shall never be able to
rid the world of this pest while our working hours
are long, and our barracks full of soldiers.

Come then, Comrades, come in your millions to
join us on May Day: eom¢ and mareh with us.in our
world demonstration for the Eight Hours’ Day,
Disarmament and Peace.’’

- Capitalism is a ‘“pest’’ sure enough, as the docu-
ment has it, and we miss our guess if the workers
don’t know it. Yet the matter of looking at the
international labor multitude, in its present temper,
from the traditional May Day standards, has the
appearance of an autopsy

O. M F.

Abe Karme $1.00; J. Mitehell $2.00.
Above, C. M. F. receipts from March 31 to April
30, inclusive, total ¥3.

BUSINESS HELPS ITSELF

Continued from page 3)
4,800 country newspaper editors, to a selected list of
several thousand ministers, to college libraries, to
college fraternity houses, to railroad and Y.M.C.A.
reading rooms and to workers in certain states whq
are influential in forming sentiment in their respect-
ive voting precinets.’”’ et¢  To this end funds are
needed and asked.for—ten dollars and up. Together
with the circular goes a reprint in leaflet form from
‘““Tue National Republican’ which we here répro-
duce as indieative of how bankers, manufacturers
and mine owners propose to prevent themselves from
being ‘‘misrepresented’’ before the people:—

(Reprinted from The National Republiean®
JF BUSINESS MEN DON’T DEFEND SELVES,
THEY WON'T BE DEFENDED.
By George W. Hinman,
In the Chieago American.

‘‘Radicalism received its death blow in 1924!"
‘‘This death blow is one of the two real achieve-
ments of the year—one of the two chief assuraneces
of business progress in 19251’

These stiff statements were laid before business
men by a business man’s’ newspaper. Many state-
ments of the same sort have Béen madeé in the busi-
ness reviews and forecasts of the last six days: The
battle is over, the vidtory'woni! That is the idea.

Nothing could be further from the truth. If the
present tumult in Taly, thé commuanist alarm in
France, the commotions in:south-castern Europe did
not prove just the contrary, the figures of the elee.

~ tions nearer home would do se.

In the United States the-so-salled radieals have -
polled some 5,000,000 votes, _‘That is, one out &
-every six voteurhMU“S@n,bu ‘gope on -
récord for mmh w uy of |
dbing business. ;

ls Bivi” poll.

w‘l‘ﬁ“ iém int of eVegy three
ichiag gone on ;ecord against the pre-

sent way of doing ness :

In Germany - the' 08

alled radicals have polled
_ one out of every three

the present business order. %

When in the three most conservative eountries on
earth more fhan 21,00,000 grown m ; and women
deliberatély demand a general uphen:}ﬁ'ﬂ busiriess
and business mefhods, their eause is neithe® ded

‘nor
sleeping.  And, in stating this plain fact, a #% does
not have to give Russia even a first thou :

Of eourse radicalism is not dead. ‘Npither is
Socialism.  Neither is communism. No g of them
will be dead so long as some men prespgt and some

do nof; so long as some men hLave plengy
not enough; so long as some men are
business and some men barely manage tdlive.

The men who imagine anything else%ho thihk
they ean maintain themselves in thefr b €88 Suc-
cess without defending it, are sure to lea these
iruths soon enough if they do not grasp them-gow.
But what is the practical use of all these vaghue
words just now? Let us see.

Samuel Rea, president of the Pennsylvania rail-
road, suggests in the morning newspapers that what
the railroads need to 'keep them going is more nnder-
standing and more confidence from the public. He
means more understanding of their way of doing
business and more assuranee that this way is the
right way. 5

Railroad officials all over the country are saying
the same thing." They are on the battle line of pusi-
ness, have been there for years, are there still.
Therefore they know that radicalism of all sorts,
whether good or bad, is neither dead nor moribund.

The lawmakers of thirty-nine states are to assem-
ble and pass laws this year. The estimate is that
some 60,000 new laws will be proposed and about
15,000 of them will be added to the 2,000,000 laws
and loeal ordinances already in foree in the United
States. The majority of these laws will cross the
lines of the nation’s business.

What: will: be thte main power in_making these
laws? Largely the desires of the people who clect
the lawmakers. Largely also the aetivity of the
people in demanding this, that or the other sort of
business legislation.

Who will: be: the most aetive: in. making. Mnowa:
their demands? The so-celled radieals—not only the
5,000,000, but many others who did not go radical
in the last election beeause they did not like just the
kind of radicalism offered them.

Who will be least active? The business men,
probably, who think the battle ,ver and.the viotory
won on November 4, always, of course, exeepting
Mr. Rea and his railroad associates who woke up.a
few years ago and have not gone to_sleep again. That
is the situation. What thent What do all these
general statements_lead up to? 'rhey lead up to
this :

If the bankers and manufacturers and ine owt{
ers of the country refuse to-be warned by the exam-
ple of the railroad men, if they sit - baek in nilenee
while sociologists, psyehologists and sentimantal up=
heavers misrepresent them to the people, if they are
too idle and self-eonfident to bestir.themselves as
long as the money flows to them across the table,

" they will wake up to find the radiealism; socislisw

and"éommunism that they thooght M nore. dho
and aggressive than-ever:

If these men have real eonﬁdolhe i&m&.: .
there is no excuse for their failure ﬁ?m upﬂul._ :

daura it—at pnblio'm in.the &

“8elidbls. and colleges;, beforé- Sundsy mmhﬁ
; anddmgthoﬁmmw

Nobody helps ﬁimﬁo&ﬁtbﬂp’m
Thet is: ;«buﬂhuﬁm Mﬂhﬁm
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BY F. J. ueNiY
N his letter in the Clarion’ of March 2nd Com-
- rade Thompson wantg-to know if value i§ a

‘‘property of a ¢ ity? H so, is it a phy-
sieal property? it is a property, but not
physical, mast it therefore be a ‘metaphysical
property’ and ¢ h be ruied out of seientific eon-

sideration?’! #Then, after explaining at some length
_that l(arx nd a purely metaphysieal eonception of
us that: ‘“The labor theory of value
pre-capitalist epoch from which it
further informs us that he has ‘ rigidly

“boyeotted netion of value—not merely the labor
theory, but theory of value,”’ and that he has
‘‘shown that coneept of value is both metaphy-
sieal and u essary.”” All of whieh is equal to

his opinion value no longer exists.
With regard to the questions, they are too met-
aphysical for me to answer just at present. Damned
if I know s#hether value is a property of a commod-
ity or pot. But some time when I get around to it
I am-going to attempt to prove that the coneept-of
labor is both ‘‘metaphysical and unnecessary.’’ That

»

it is ““purely peyehological,” a ‘‘mere shadow’’ and

a mental hallueination. If I can demonsrate this
theory successfully, without encroaching too much
on the “‘Christian Science’” philosophy, then it
ought to be easy to prove that value does not exist.
However, I am a little doubtful of my abllny to pull
the stunt off.

If Marx meant that the socially neeessary labor

- erystallized in a commodity which determines its

value was ‘‘an abstract sort of labor that is never
performred in reality,”’ he sare as hell did have a
‘‘purely metaphysical’’ conception of value. But I
don’t think that was his conception of value at all.
How in hades could Marz get the idea that ‘‘labor
that is never performed in reality’’ is socially neces-
sary labor? The fact that any person ean arrive at
stich a conclusion from reading Marx proves my
contention that his method of presentation is vague
and complieated, and difficult to understand. I have
pointed out before, that socially necessary labor is
merely a generalization of all labor actunally per-
formed. Surely there is nothing metaphysical about
that. \ ;

Let us examine this abstract labor that seems to
cause so much eonfusion. Any person who ha ever
performed any labor surely knows what concrete
labor is. Now all eoncrete labor is more or less
‘specialized, each worker performs a certain kind of
labor; skilled or finskilled. But these various kinds
of labor do not manifest themselves separately in
commodities. When we speak of the labor crystal-
lized in a commodity as abstraet labor we mean, in
the first pluce, that it is social laber, that is, a gen-
cralisation: of all the different kinds of laber requir-
ed- for the produstion of the commodity. In the

. seeond' place, we mean that we don’t know how
o niehotthkloeulhborucrysumledinmy given

.or unit of a commodity. In the third place,
that it is erystallized labor. In other words.
: mJ‘,@M shat is never perfovmed in
muir"uﬁ Iakior: that has-already been. performed,

= weeks, Muﬂ'ﬁm&oﬁt perhaps years ago.

These are some of the reasons why we refer to the

labér erystallived in a ecommodity ae.abstract labor.
Mnﬁh%bnﬂh&mm to illus-
‘paiat. -

at the present time, just as it did in the pre-capital-
ist epoeh and, therefore, value cannot change its
nature, nor evolve itself eut of existenee, just be-
cause the soeial order has changed. The very fact
that a person can be cheated in a trade is conclnsive
proof that value exists. If there was nothing to
value exeept the price that a person pays fot an ar-
ticle, that is, if ‘‘the value of a thing is as much as
it will bring,”’ as some economists claim, then it
would be impossible for a person to be. cheated at
all, because no matter what price was paid for a
thing that would be its value, and all auy man ean
expect i¢ value for his money. The same argument
applies when we consider the stunts pulled off by
horse thieves and pickpockets. The only charge that
is ever made against any of these boys is that he
helps himself to something of value and forgets o
leave anything of value in exchange for it. Now if
there is no such thing as value, in other words if
““the conceipt of value i8 both metaphysical and un-
necessary,’”’ surely it is unjust to accuse a man of
crime just because he happens to pick up something
that has no value, even if he has forgotten to leave
some other valueless thing in its place:

It seems to me that Comrade Thompson has rath-
er a metaphﬁiea] and exaggeratcd coneeption of
monopoly priees. While it may be necessary to keep
the price of*a eommodity produced under monopoly
conditions above its value in order to pay the aver-
age rate .of profit on the total capital invested, it
does not follow that the menopoly priee will be'much
above the value of the same commodity produced
outside the monopoly by less efficient methods. Even
if no such competition existed it would very soon
make its appearance, and on a large seale, if the
price of the commodity was.very much above its
value as represented by the amount of labor neees-
gary to produce it by less ¢fficient methods and
machinery. The very life of a monopoly depends
on keeping the price of its commodity low enough to
crowd out most of the competition. Thi# can be
done even when the price of the eommodity is eon-
sidered above its value as produced under monopely
conditions, due to the high degree of efficiency in
monopoly production. It is a good idea for
Socialists to read the fallacies of Marx as they are
explained by some of our foremost professors of
économics. but' their conclusions: sliculd alweys be
talert with a little grafh- of alt.

The Pathway of
Science

BY KATHERINE SMITH

which precluded the expression of their

opinions, like many other ideas have given
way to the advance of science. ‘‘Children should
be seen and not heard’’ is no longer an accepted
adage. Youth refuses to be silenced and to accept
passively whatever emanates from the public ros-
trums.. . Instead they actively critize the theories of
religion and philosophy and measure them up-in the
cold white light of scientific facts. . Especially are
they interested in the efforts to hlrmomna rehgnon
and- scienee. If in harmony whydlthtulk!

That there is a certain relationship is trie enough
as’ there- exists a relativity amang all things, but to
understand that relatipnship requires some little
knowledp of evokmon; both soehl and orgamc

: THE inhibitious placed upon youth in the past

- feith in

,x: has W m‘amm total 21,

always been suMrounded with mystery, so that the
greates. m mystery the greater the faith necessary
in the devotee. Different concepts of religion and
morality have prevailed at different periods of the
world’s history. From the voodooism of the prim-
itive savage to the most modern aspeets of religion
is but a difference in degrec of superstition. Ae-
cording to the knowledge obtained of natural forees
and the uses to which that knowledge is put ih sab-
Jecting one eclass in society to the eeonomie domin-
ation of anether can be aseribed the ideals of relig-
ion and morality prevailing in society at any given
time. For instance—when the early merchant capi-
talists were hampered by the restrietions on trade
placed upon them by the landed interests they did

not hesitate to attack the then generally prevailing
concepts of religion common in Europe and Asia
Minor as exemplified in both the Gireek and Roman
churches, the greatest of the landed interests, and
what is known as Mohammedism in the one instance
and at a little later date Lutherism or Protestantism
in the other were the result, religions which did not
interfere with the newer economic interests. Now
that the exigencies of industrial capital make seience
indispensable religion must again be made to eon
form. and old doctrines previously proelaimed as in
spired must give way to newer ideas more in har

mony with present day demands of capitalism.

When sufficient knowledge has been acquired by
any group faith in what had been considered un-
knowable gives place to speculation and then re
ligion merges into philosophy. When speculation
advances to the stage of investigation, what had
previously been philosophieal theories when sub-
stantiated become scientifie facts. When science de-
velops it negates philosophy in the same manner in
which philosophy had negated religion. To that ex-
tent only are religion and science related, the met-
aphysicians to the contrary notwithstanding. In
deed, Bmanuel Kant, the greatest of metaphysicians,
proclaimed that ‘‘there can be no science of met-
aphysies.

Those who would ‘‘Back to Kaut’’ would be go-
ing back indeed. For there is no future progress ex-
cept through science only.

““WORLD WORKERS' EDUCATION"".

This is a booklet embodying the report of the
second International Conference on Workers’ Edu-
cation held at Oxford, from August 15th to 17th.
1924 PubHshed by the International Federation of
Trade Unions. Price, 50 cents. Obtainable from
the Publication Department of the Trades and Labor
Congress of Canada, 172 MeLaren Street, Ottawa,
Ont., Canada and from all booksellers.

This booklet contains a full report of the sessions
of the Confercnee, together with the special address-
en ol various aspects of Workers’ Education dejiv-
ered at the Conference, photo of delegates. It also
contains a summarised report on the activities of the
bodies engaged in workers’ education in Austria,

Belgium, C:eehodovrkm Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Bolhnd Italy, Luxemburg,
Palestine, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, and
the United States, together with a list of names and
addresses of workers’ educational bodies in these
countries and others which did not send in reports.
The book is therefore not only interesting reading,
but also forms a hand-book to the Workers’ Edu-
cation Movement, such as has never hitherto ap-
peared, and it is a convincing proof of the ever-ir.-
creaging importance in all countries of the educa-
tional:side of the Trade Union Movement.

: HERE AND SO0W

e

Followingﬂuch Abe Karme, E. H. Cove, T.

&uﬂ{!R. F. McKensie, J. Chrystal

Foowiagﬂueh ‘Rod Dewar, Geo. thon,R

- €. MeCufchan, J.' Smheﬁlnd. J. Allen, C. Foster.

Above, Clarion subs. received form March 31 to
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ELL, as I was trying to show when inter-
rupted (first by the exigencies of space
and later by static in the loud speaker,

and other matters necessary to and contingent upon
life), the troublous times in which we live are not
to be charged to any deeds of ours, or misdeeds
either. Nothing ean be more illogical than the logi-
cians, except the facts they juggle with. Whether
they think so or not most of them act on the assump-
tion that the world is a piece of well-contrived
whieh ought to function in a specifie
manner, and if it does not then some one has re-
moved a pin, logsened a screw, opened a valve or
put emery dust into the cylinder. Our ancestors of
pre-machine days peopled the world with genii and
gnomes, upon whom they could

mechanism

heap convenient

blame, with more rcason than we can furnish for
loading our scapegoats with our sins. The starving
Leningrad workers, weaponless and abjeet, march to

plead with the Little Father for bread; the wise men
gaze in despair at such folly, and instan-
tancously we have the first working class Republie in
all history. The German navy, fully armed and
powerfully efficient, revolts; all the wise men hail
the event as the harbinger of the Social Revolution;
almost instantaneously we have the most thorough
dictatorship ever established over class
humanity. Lenin and Trotsky gave us our vietory:
Schiedeman and Eberts engineeréd our defeat; Ram-
say MacDonald, by a freak move in Imperial poli.
ties finds himself head of the British Empire, and
because he does not forthwith institute all his pre-
ceding preachments he is a traitor, though he is un-
cermoniously kicked down stairs because he squash-
ed an indictment for treason against an obscure edi-
tor of a communist paper. For my part I have no
desire to defend him ; he is possessed of the God of
barbarous Jewry, a sufficient handicap, and never
was a Marxian, a sufficient indietment. So beneath
J. A. MeD’s retributary cudgel my head is bowed
but unbloody.

Nor ean I see why any one who could write down

almost

working
\

BY J. HARRINGTON

such a sentenee ag—*‘The chnnge ftom Lords /Chr-
endon, Bute and North to a Lloyd (teorge is as great
a departure as from the latter to a Ramsay MaeDon-
ald’’ should werry his head about debating the
worthiness 'of MaeDonald and his associates North
and Bute both preceded the maehine age and were
the last advocates of absolute monarchy to head the
British Empire. Bute was the first of that aggre-
gation of weaklings which George III chose to ‘cad
his government in order that he could assume that
absolute control whieh had slipped from the mon-
archy during the reigns of his German speaking
(German thinking grand-father and great grand-
father, and significantly enough was called to power
just twenty years after GGeorge 1I. dismissed Wal-
pole, who had been called in derision the Prime

Minister. Clarendon, if it is he of the 19th century,
has no place in the gicture; Palmerston was the man
who did as he pleased and when Vietoria the Good
severely -reprimanded him expressed .surprise that

he had done wrong, promised never to err again, and
did as he pleased. He, with Peel, Disraeli, Gladstone,
ete., down to Lloyd George were Prime Ministers in
fact. But if the change from Bute and North (ante-
dating the Ameriean and French Revolution and the
steam engine, mark you) to Lloyd George is as great
a departure as from Lloyd George to Ramsay Mac-
Donald, then it is great enough to forget Ramsay
MacDonald and rejoice in the Revolution. However,
I would not myself go as far as J. A. McD. in this
matter. The departure is not by any means'as great,
but it is great enough to ignore the symbols and ex-
amine the substance.

Away back in August I tried to set our position
down. I said. ‘“‘In the matter of reforms there is
no change. There are still a few, as there have al-
ways been, who think that reforms are not only use-
less but harmful, but the Party as a whole so far as
1 can judge, still holds to the position that reforms
can only be granted and enforeced by a permaneni
majority.”’ And it is some satisfaction to hear

Labor men after a ye
their supporters their ré

ons for beéing unable to
do anything for'them. HoOwever, I don't suppose
anyone read what ¥ said then *nor do I have much

hope that they will read it now. ver, in case
they do,-I have thisto say. The t issuc is

ormers themselves who have freely- ad
coming home from Parliament that it
to get reforms eénacted. Education is

rd, but ‘‘one glimpse within the rn canght,
letter than in the temple lost outright.”” We are
ust &s erazy for debate as ever but hnve\no de-

baters. In days of change and decaif such as we
live in thirty or forty dollars a week makes a mighty
ire anchor, and men have no money. But tak- z
t all in all, the bumptiousness, the holiefthan thou,
the erude attempts at sarcasm, the wilful misrepre-
cntation,, the words, and words again, and yet-again
more words.—Ain’t we got fun? !
As for Winnipeg. Peace, perturbed spirits. I
had no intention of using that famous town as an
irate schoolmaster does the unfortunate seholar in
. refractory class who first catches his eye, vi.iting
upon him the wrath he is unable to distribute where
it rightly belongs. As might well be seen by reading
what I said, Winnipeg was introduced to shov: that
logie or weighing the faets has nothing to do with
the turmoil in labor cireles. Frisco would have
served the same purpose. The handful of revolution-
ist who keep alive the spirit of revolt on this con-
tinent could very well _devote what energy they
have to the purpose they profess. But there you are,
this is a perverse world, and however cunningly we
may be able to contrive an engine or ealculate a bal-
ance, when it comes to a Social Revolution the pow-
ers which served us so well in the mechanieal task
seem smitten with palsy. And each tenth thinks the
other nine-lenths are hopeless idiots. And, looking
upon the advanced Labor Group today it is quite
possible that they are right.

That Senseless Animal

A World Beyond Our Ken

BY G. G. DESMOND

T Cambridge long ago, we remember a don
A who was said to be prodigiously learned.

He was blind to almost everything except
hooks, whieh he read about an inch away from his
face, deaf to the sounds of Nature, the laughter of
other dons as a connoisseur of wine, but perhaps not
more blind of nose or finger-tip than the average
civilised man. We young bigots summed him up
by saying that he had taken five firsts and had for-
feited a sense for each of them.

But after all what did even we young, healthy,
white savages know of any of the senses in compari-
son with the best practioner in each of them among
wild things? The brain behind our blunt senses does
wonders with them, as a man might do wonders
against a baby’s rifle with bow and arrow. In a way,
we manage to get along without senses at all, as we
get along without legs by the invention of wheels,
and without hands by the use of machinery. What
perceptions we have left are just enough to stand
by us in time of great need, by dint of tense brain

and'will power. They are not so automatic as senses_

were once. and if we disase them a little more, we

may never be able to eall ni)on ‘them when nothmg :

else may save us. :

The wonderful sense-extension in:truinents in-
vented by man enable hisw mimagme 'how  senses
eould .eonceivably be’ tuined or &evel&pul Is it

S

sible that the eakle can see with the naked eye as
far and as well as man with a medium telescope?
Can some creatures see as minutely as we do with a
low power mieroscope? It is thought that bees can
appreciate the tiny spot on a bee’s egg (not quite
within the power of a pocket lens), where the sperm
of fertilisation enters, so as to judge whether thg egg
is destined to become worker or drone. The hunter
wasp can find by means of the touch-organs neéar
its sting the mieroscopie spot where it can wound a
caterpillar so as to paralyse and not kill it. The
sepise’organs in an inseet’s antenna or, horn number
scores of thousands and are of four or five different
kinds, each with its own function about which we
are almost cémpletely in the dark. Is it by hearing
or smelling or tasting or by the tapping of ether
waves that they find flowers or lovers miles away
and know how to fly straight to them 1

It is not as though the thing we wanted to find -

was erying, scenting, blazing alone in a silent in-
odorous, uncoloured world. We have to single it
out from a clamour of other sights and sounds and
scents. To a great many of them we are at all times
blind -and deaf. Sounds above ‘and below certain
pitches no man can hear. They are ‘addressed - to
other ears that can hear them.. To get rid of the
othéra we have to gain the tmnl@ of lbmﬁng iiom
out for the time being. _Some people’

~ #nee. Tl@tohlly Mm
- ‘hear’

stand in the street and’ﬁek'qmi Volee of omm._

nearer and louder. For most of us the nearer
noise overlays all the others, very much as a near
objeet blots out the middle distance. Our great in-
strument, the wireless, shuts out, more or lesa effec-
tively, all noises between here and America, so that
a person on that continent whispers into the ear of
us in Europe. It is done, as we all know.now, by
keying the receiving instrument to the wave-length
of the sending-out imstrument..
moth’s antenna is in key by wnve-)engﬂ; to
tremor only, that given off by-its spouse’s’ and
that is how he finds her miles Away;, thre a
thousand rival odours or vibrations that are the-
sages of other peopie with whieh the mothhl noth-
ing to do.,

The inverse rehnon cen sense nll,br!in be-
tween instrument and the power to ggtqhng with
poor instruments  is - brought bome to.m as_the

man, hetnngoﬁlyhlf,u
logie, mleﬁuthdfhlhnit;_
used to tell him. He hears: '
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‘Jewish p&hvll,,ﬁe writer got his permis-
sion to :
‘*Canadian J. ¥

a. FTER ﬂnishmg Q mb' on the premises of a

Yy away a weekly paper, the
view’' whicl, as it is printed
‘be used for general purposes in
deahng with the religious question.

In dise g religion, we ineline to view it only
from the best known standpoint—that of Christian-

- ity. But this paper shed light on other aspccts, for

it eontainql an article on its contributing cditer,
‘Rabbi B. R: Brickner of Toronto, who had accepted
a ““call’” frofy. one of the very largest Jewish con-
gregations in‘America, meeting in Cleveland a1t the
Temple Centg. This structure, regarded as one of
Cleveland’s sflow piaces, was recently ecompleted at
a cost of $350,000. The Rabbi is an M.A. RSc,
Ph. D, an _has served on many important Boards.
The (‘leveland congregation, which he will lead has
a membership of 1,260 families, a Sunday School of
over 1,200 children. the largest Jewish Sisterhood ™
America with a 1,600 membership and an unusually
large brotherhood. :

From the above and from what we know of
other congregations we realize how powerful is the
hold that religion exerts upon its followers. And yet,
despite its apparent strength, religion is weakening ;
for Joseph McCabe, himself an ex-priest, says that
*‘religion is slowly dying everywhere. Social ideal-
ism is growing everywhere.”” Even Judaism is now
split into two bodies, a sort of Old and New Light
sects; or, as they are called, the Orthodox and Re-
form sects; and of the two, it seems far better sal-
aries and conditions are enjoyed by Reform Rabbis,
than by Orthodox ones.

Bishop Brown tells us that every modern church
with its ministry, bible, creed, heaven and hell, is
founded on capitalism and that the churches, as so
constituted, are but so many expediencies for pro-
tecting an economic system from change. For ex-
ample, in the above mentioned Jewish paper, there
is a weekly saying by ‘‘Rivka’’ (Rebecca), the cur-
rent one being, ‘‘It doesn’t take so very much pros-
perity to convince a man who was once a radical,
that radicalism really belongs to the kosher (Jew-
ishly clean) restaurant intelligentsia; and should-
remain there.’’

Ag socialists know, religion has its materialistic
basis, or as Marx, we believe, says ‘‘religion does not
make man; man makes religion.”” Epietetus, born
60 A.D., an ex-sfave and Stoic philosopher, tells us
in his Handbook, ‘‘Where (personal) interest is,
there too is piety placed.”’ The modern workers are
drawing so little material advantage from the
Church, that their ‘‘piety”’ is gradually finding its
true sphere in Socialism. Hence, in the U. S: A.
recently, a movement arose to promote religious at-
tendaneé; in which Catholic priests, Protestant min-
isters and Jewish rabbis sunk their differences and
combined against the common foe of growing dis-
taste for their respective religions.

Several Jewish religious festivals are founded
upon the materialistic basis of some ‘‘historical’’
preservation of thgir race from foreign destruction.
Perhaps the most historieal of these 1s the Pus-over
to. commemorate their deliverance in Egypt, when
the destroying angel passed over the houses of the
Inraelites, but not over those of their Egyptian op-
pressors. Of course,in this case, the’ Egyptians were
“‘wicked’” and ‘‘desgrved”’ all they suffered from-
the good land: But what nbont the Jewish invasion

_into the Promised Land, when the ‘original | mhabit—
mtmnthhgly uMMd! So hpu they

the memory, industry, g*ourage and determination in
regard to following out highly complicated rituals,
etc, it by no means always fosters the spirit of
peace. Therefore, commenting on a politico-religi-
ous murder that occurred in 1922, in London, Eng.,
H. E. M. Stutfield accused Ancient Egypt, Greece,

India, the Far East, Mexico and modern Rome,of all
having the same tale to tell of religious or quasi-re-
ligious butehery and mutilation /

But why did not Stutfield mention Palestike and
the Jews as well? The falling away of a sectibn of
the Israelites into idolatry (Exodus xxxi#, 27)
caused the orthodox remainder, at God’s command.
to slay every man his brother, his companion’and his

neighbor. And then there is the holy murder story
of Elijah (I Kings xviii, 40) which is considered
such a lovely subjeet for religious admiration, that

it has been set to music in the shape of a famous or-
atorio, by a Christianised Jew—Mendelssohn.

Of course, Marx is notorious for the nasty knock
he gave religion when he said it is ‘“‘the opium of
the the people.”” But it seems clear that all Marx
was kicking at was the habit people get into either
through laziness, ignorance or stupidity, of taking
doses of religion like opium addicts, to kill the pains
arising from unbearable surroundings; instead of
logiecally revolutionising out of existence the bad
material environment that causes the trouble. And
if it be objected that that is merely the debased op-
inion of a ‘‘renegade German Jew,”’ still it may be
backed up by a previous and almost identical one
from a genuine Scots Presbyterian peasant, Robert
Burns, who in his ‘‘Tree of Liberty’’ poem (which,
by the way, like several others, he dared not pub-
lish while he was alive), says that without liberty
““this life is but a vale o’woe, man; a scene o’ sor-
row mixed wi’ strife; nae real joys we know, man.
We labor soon, we labor late, to feed the titled
knave, man; an’ a’ the comfort we’re to get, is that
ayont (beyvond) the grave, man.”’

Even if religion doesn’t land a person, as it often
does, info a hospital for the insane, it may cause him
to aet ih the way that called forth this item in the
Manitoba Free Press: ‘“ A man in New York burned
himself fatally while undergoing the rites of some
weird religiqus cult. That’s one of the odd things
about religion ; numerous persons are always willing
to do something foolish in the name of it.”’

Rabbi Brickner, in his current approving edit-
orial upon many prominent Jews having contribut-
¢d money to complete the Episcopal Cathedral of St.
John the Divine in New York City, tells us that ‘‘re
ligion is a road leading up the mountain of life to-
ward the peak—God. Every man is entitled to pur-
gue the road Godward that suits him best. . . And
let us also remember, that as we get toward the
peak, the roads show a tendency to converge.’’

Suppose we grant the tendency towards relig-
ious convergence ; what features are or will be drop-
ped, to make the final approach possible? Assured-
ly Jewish or any other religious national preser-
vation festivals are meaningless to outsiders. And
to those who know the evidence about Christianity
reported in Bishep Brown’s ‘‘Heresy’’ trial mag-
azine; and the ‘‘Chrestus’’ facts of Prof. Murray’s,
as recently publisitéd in our ‘' Clarion,’’ Christisnity
is mo better. A:chain is not stronger: tlun its weak-
est link ; and when Christ (Luke vi, ) is report-
ed as sustaining his general charact )y such mild
adviee as, Love your enemies, do
hate you, ete., ete., how weak is the Biblical chain,
with all the attenpta at ‘‘symbolical’” explanation,
wheﬂtlhkin'bnienx,m mM&nmChrm

say “‘But those mine enemies, which would not that

Iahonld‘!mom thm,bnnghither and slay them
and mpulnv&).&tfie lattet

-refused to believe,

r own text book!

nneh as laid down. in Bxshop Brown's “Com-
munism and Christianism”’ (to be had from ‘Clarion’
office) ; but without the suthor’s ‘‘symbolieal”” hank-
ering after staying in a Church from whieh his more
than 40 years connection, makes him relnetant to
completely break. Judging religion by its fruits and
by its disruptive, mind-obscuring and burdening
puerilities'in an age when, as never before, the brain
must be kept elear, clean and efficient to deal with
modern problems, Socialists generally avoid con-
tact with what Voltaire ealled ‘‘the infamous
thing.”” Or, as Goethe put it “‘I am too religious, to
be ‘religious.” ”’

Though her person has been gorgeously arrayed
and decorated by the-genius of musical composer,
musician, poet, author, orator, singer, arechitect,
sculptor and artist, 'neath it all, she is only—Re
ligion : so, let us beware! Those who truly know her
wiscly exert a far greater, purer and nobler strength
of will in refraining from touching or countenanc-
ing her; than do those who imagine they are doing
well, whilst they are her miserable'and abject slaves!
-PROGRESS

LIBERTY

HERE is no more useful and courageous work

I in this country than that done by represent-
atives of the American Civil Liberties Un-

ion in going to places where free speech is denied,
submitting to arrest, and then carrying the issue into
the eourts. An especially interesting ease arose in
Patterson, New Jersey, during the silk-workers’
strike last autumn whew the chief of police forbade
the meetings which the ptrikers had been holding in
the Turn Hall. The on Roger N. Baldwin, direc-
tor of the AmenNecan (ivil Liberties Union, rented
the building for a\freetspeech meeting, and when the

, doors were locked\against the speakers by the police

the former proeeedéd t6 assemble on the steps of
the Paterson City They chose this place pur-
posely in order toj#vol complaint of trespass or
interference with traffic. The meeting was just be-
ginning with the reading of the constitutional guar-
anties of free speech and assemblage when it was
violently hroken up by the police, who charged that
it was riotous in character and made numerdus ar-
rests.

Ten persons were subsequently indicted under an
old English law, re-enactea in New Jersey in 1798,
on the charge that they ‘‘did then and there unlaw-
fully, routously, riotously, and tumultuously make
and utter great and loud noises and threatenings,”’
manifesting their purpose ‘‘to beat and assault and
frighten and intimidate certain and quict and ord-
erly persons then and there gathered and standing’’;
that they did ‘‘unlawfully, routously, riotously, and
tumultuously’” assemble ‘*to ecommit assault and bat-
tery upon the police officers, patrolmen, and officers
of the police department of the said eity of Paterson,
and to break, injure, damage, and destroy and wreck
the City Hall.”” Mr. Baldwin and six others were
tried on these ridiculous charges. When argument
was heard last December it was brought out that the
only previous trial in New Jersey under the statute
was in 1913, when ‘‘Big Bill’”” Haywood and others
were released on a writ of habeas corpus on the
ground that a meeting for redress of grievances was
not unlawful assemblage. Judge Delaney held the
case of Mr. Baldwin and the six others under ad-
visement for more than three months and then, with-
out delivering a written opinion, found them guilty.
This silly deeision will be appealed, and should be
reversed in the higher courts.

—The Nation (N. Y.)
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and mean so much. Hm often, we de not heqrﬁe
consonants at all {no€ even all of them when a ﬁﬁt
or a German is speaking). It would be ahm&;t_o
say that one could hear the tongue touch the palate

r “1” or the teeth for ‘t’’ and the breath ﬁ_tj-ai:
‘““h” at the distanee of four or five hundred yavds;
yet we can hear what a man shouts a good deal far-
ther than that. So ean we make one another m!aer
stand a scntence spoken with the mouth cpen,’that
is, without consonants at all. That shows how en-
ormously numerons are the vowels. The “‘o,” for
example, has a different sound for every consonant
it precedes or folows, whether in thought or in faet.
We hear the sound without the consonant, and we
know what the missing consonant is. The deaf man
by using his eyes yvery well can see both the vowels
and the consonants. His“eyes, with a good brain be-
hind them, perform the funection of ears. \

The paramount sense in man is sight. It will
probably remain after the others are nearly gone.
Far more people take pains to preserve and inerease
the power of sight than to supplement faulty ears,
and until now the megasmell has not even been in-
vented. The immense importance of the nose to the
other animals is but dimly perceived by us. What.
the dog sees is practieally deemed by him not evid-
He must test the impression of his eyes with
his nose beforc he believes it. The fox follows his
mate by scent and more easily at night than by day.
He evades his enemies or the timidity of his prey,
not so much by getting behind something that ean-
not be seen through as by going somewhere the scent
will not lie orby-geing in a direction contrary to the
wind. I think that once in an African forest I smelt
a lion quite close to me. Aceording to the sprell that
came to me I ought to have been quite certain about
it. T have fired at a dimmey@enlar appearance, be-
lieving it 40 be game. A deg-that passes where a
lion has been two days before will bristle and trem-
ble, so that the man knows quite well~what he is
smelling. The dog may never have seen a liog, may
know nothing of what sort of an animal it is, may
be fresh from Europe and bred of a line equally ig-
norant of Hons, yet the smell will have the same
effect on him. We are not surprised that the roar
of a lion would have that effect on a man with the
same lack of experience; that one should smddenly
climb a tree on the evidence of his nose is so un-
thinkable that we should be inclined to eall it mad.

We are s0'jealous of the sharp sense that the ani-
mals have that we say they must have facultieg extra
to the five we know. By constant pure practice,
their feeling for the outside world perhaps beeomes
instinetive. ‘It may be that there is an uneomscious
awarcness when the brain knows a thing without
knowing whether it was eyes, ears, nose, mouth or
touch that brought it in. We have a feeling that
someone or something is mear us that leads us to
look well and see that it is so. Fanciful peeple be-
lieve that by looking hard at someone we ean com-
pell him to turn round and lock at us, and that in
a wood it is the frightened or suspicious eyes of
wild things looking at us from their hiding places
that gives us a feeling that we are not zlone. It is
probably some ordinary sense or other trying w0
wpeaktous,andonlyneeeedmg in getting into
touch with our umcomseiousness. Sometimes two
people seem to have the same thonght together, and
it turns out:that one has ntieved it and the other,
though in complete ignorance that ke hgard it, was
at any rate in a'posihoq_:gp have got a whiq;r of it
through the ear. 4

,‘l!gd mn sense nut h’i-ut pa;ited in. -

mhiel to uie t-e-uyal‘b-ﬁ: oF the.
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" line. In ﬁmeA ate
A to C straighter.

of a thousand mileg aeross the sea mthont my Jand.
mark? Did they, their aneestors fly that woute
lang ago when it was sprinkled with islands; or have
following flloeks cofistantly headed off those bend-
ing round the coast; till at last the straightest line
was reached guite out of touch of all coast?! In
cither ease, what mow looks like a pure sense of dir-
ection is mixed up with memory and logic. We,
too, make straighter and straighter roads across any

wilderness where travel is equally poussible every-

where. Our civilised roads ge round to take river
crossings and to aveid difficult places, and, oh! how
they wind to suit the jealousy of landed proprietors.
So if we know the short cut we eannot take it be-
cause we cannot ﬂy, and our faeulfy for direetion
falls out of use. We no langer smell or feel the
south, because we have the compass to tell us which
is the north. We admire the untutored savage for
knowing so much more¢ than we without having to
learn it. But we feel on the whole that we ean get
along without _senses if we have wisdom. Other
primitive virtues no longer of much’use, such as
running and leaping, we keep up by gymkhanas and
olympiads. Why not have smelling contests at Wim-
bledon, hcaring redeos, seeing contests?—ah! there
is Bislev.—The New Leader,~(Lond).

THE ECONOMICS OF LABOR.
" (Continued from page 2)
thirst in a desert, who would give all his possessions
for a cup of water, as facts which tell against it.
Let me point ont that we are dealing with the pro-
‘duction of commoditics, commodities the produe-
tion of whieh is practically unlimited and which are
produced to sell on the market, to exchange for pro-
fit. The picture and the cup of water are both mon-
oplies which are outside the sphere of our present
It appears to me so obvious that the exchange of
commodities must be the exchange of articles of
equal value, and that value based upon their cost of
production, that I woul@ not weary you by labour-
ing this point, but that such constant attempts are
made Ao disprove this by dragging in monopolies of
one kind or another, whieh have absolutely no bear-
ing on the point at issue. Now it must be elear that
if by any means the priee of any eommodity could
be foreed up beyond its normal value the result
would be that labour and eapital would be directed
in inereased measure to the production of that eom-
modity until the increased supply reduced the price
to the normal level. If, on the other hand, the priee
fell below the value of a commodity, production
would shrink until the seareity of sapply foreéd up
the price dndeed we are constantly witnessing such
fluctuations, which after all only tend to- maintain
the level, and, so far from disproving, actually
prove, beyond the shadew of question, the absolute
truth of the theory of the basis of value.
(Continued-in next issue.)
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swelling stream of profits, and to the
increasing measure of misery and d
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perty I the means of wealth production into socially
coutrolled economic forces.
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