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The Federal Coal Commission, as a part of its report on the’

- “Comparison of Wages by Districts Shows Union Mincr holds Great Advantage”

Alabama, 30 higher. To make $1,200 time worked in all dis-

y%earnings of miners, compared the earnings of districts and uatuatﬁcu ranged between 150-170 starts except in Piedmont, which
The northern states east of the Mississippi include [llinois, In|was 10 starts lower, Alabama tnd Maryland 10 and 20 starts

..dilﬂl,.mgln. Ohio and Pennsylvania. !
The southern states east of the Mississippa include Alabama, |
“i(entucky. Maryland, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. :
The states west of the Mississippi include Arkansas, Colorado |
$fowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota.i
;plhhoma.. Texas, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. ; f
" In the survey of the mines within these groups there wercf
14,177 union mines and 751 non-union mines as fn aperation in |
1 4921. From data obtainable from these operations the commis- |
* gon made its comparisons of earnings. |

s

*

- The commission took up the work of the tonnage men first. |

W The percentage of mines with a small number of starts irre- |
:gulnly distributed throughout the year accounts in part for for lhcf
1 relatively large number of names appearing on the pay roll during |
e year. For the sixty-seven Indiana mines, 13,552 tonnage men
were reported, of whom 540 were machine miners, 7,401 pick
iners, 4,535 loaders and 75 worked in two tonnage occupations.
average number of tonnage men employed was 8,655.
. ¥  Machine miners with 148 starts camned $1,500 to $1,600.
s [p the same earnings interval pick men mhade 186 and leaders 179
starts. Locating average earnings approximately by the average
dumber of starts made by tonnage men—|30—we find machine
muiners making $1,400 to $1,500 in | 38 starts, pick miners $1,000
to $1.100 in 142, and loaders the same earnings in 132 starts.
full year tonnage men had a higher average, since the median
i $1,550, with 25 per cent of the miners
‘I.Gio.
In lllinois the most régular operaticn was by mines in the
jforthern area. However, the difference in days did not counteract
difficult mining conditions, and earnings for the year were
pwer in Northern lllinois than in any other of the areas.

earning more than

A table is given to assist in comparing the eamings of full
tonnage men in lllinois and Indiana, Southern Illinois shows

the highest earnings for the group in 1921. However, the curves
Central lllinois and Indiana follow it closely. The upper 30

iy divided between the 130-140 and }

higher. Loaders for the same area range from 130-150 starts
for $1,000, except Virginia, and Fairmont, whick are each 10
starts higher and Adabama and Tennessee, which are consider-
ably higher.. Men in the same occupation in five arcas earned
$1,200 in range of 10 starts, (150-160); in 3 others between
170-180. Four areas have a higher average with the Alabama
being highest in the whole southeast field.

“In the union parts of the southeastern fields, pick miners
to make $1,000 worked 140-150 starts except Fairmont, which
had ten starts less and Kanawha and New River, 20 each less.
It shoul be noted that these two fields fall ten starts below any
other field in the southern area. There is no change in the rela-
tive position of the fields in the $1,200 interval. The averages
for three districts are located between 150-160, with Kanawha and
New River 10 and 20 starts lower. Time for loaders in the same
area in three of the fields was between 130 and 150 for $1,000
earned, with New River 120-130. The $1,200 interval, ranges
from 160-169, with New River, Panhandle, and Tennessee 10-20
starts lower.” ;

" West of the Mississippi, pick s in most of the districts
made between 130-150 starts to earn $1,000-$1,100. Montana
ranged ten starts lower, Ark and Wyoming were 30 starts
lower. The only state west of the Mississippi above 250 starts (?)
is Missouri. The $1,200 interval shows the same relationship
bétween states in distribution of starts.

Loaders eaming $1,000-$1,100 worked 130-150 starts in
all states with two P : Ark was 20 and Wyoming 30
starts lower than the lower limit. )

In the central competitive field and Central Pennsylvania,
the rport shows, the time required for day men to secure $1,000-
$1,100 is fairly uniform when one takes into account the differ-
ences in the major occ i d. Blacksmiths are equal-
40-150 day periods, five
fields working in each class. There are two fields with carpenters
working 150 days. Brak are | d in the tw intervals

psl' cent of the men in the Belleville district also follow the trend
ob the other districts. The other 70 per cenit, however, fall in com-
tively lower earnings groups. For example, 40 per cent in
Belleville district earned but $1,200 while the same propor-
lion of men were earning zetween $1,400 to $1,500 in the other

P S
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Figures show eight mines in Michigan employing an average
1,083 men. The concentration in numbers of tonnage men in
this state is found in earnings betwee $1,800 ad $2,000 for an
ayerage of about 227 starts. Loaders made $1.800 to $1,900
in an average of 226 starts’

The Panhandle area in" Ohio had an unusually good year|
operation. The average starts for the 42 mines discussed for
mings were 193. The absenteeism of tonnage men was 13 per
mnt, leaving an average of 167 starts per man. For this work-

time machine miners secured $1,700 to $1,800, pick

*“The southeast union division was lower in both 1920 and

“The non-union groups in the southeast, do not follow the
of the men fall at or below $1,350, 30 per cent at or below $1,653
in 1920. One-half were above $1,870, with one-quarter above
$2.195. 1921, for this division, was about $600 lower for 70
per cent of the men. The difference was three to four hundred
for the upper 30 per cent.

“The non-union groups in the southeast do not follow the
general conclusions drawn for the extensive study for 1921 con-

ning earnings in and non-union areas, since earnings are
more than $100 higher in the non-union than in the union areas
of the southeast. This is probably due to the small representation
for Alabama, Tennessee and Virginia fields, where eamnings range
lower than in West Virginia and in Maryland, which are most
fully represented. When 1921 is compared with 1920 for this
non-union sub-division, there is found to be a difference of only
$200 to $300 in the annual earnings of the two years. One-half
of the men in 1920 earned more than $1,730, with one-half in
1921 eaming more than $1,375.

““West of the Mississippi annual earnings range higher in union
and non-union sub-divisions than in any ecastern field. This is
equally true whether one considers 1920 or 1921, assuming al-
ways that comparison is being made for the same year. There
was very little difference in the and non-union groups for
1920. In 1921, the union groups were higher than the non-union
by a difference of $200 to $500. In 1921, 70 per cent of the men
eamed more than $2,000, 30 per cent more than $2,660 in both

union and mon-union divisions.

‘T MUST COME SOMETHING
MUST HAPPEN”

FRAGMENTS OF A PEOPLE'S LIFE.

turned our attention from Europe for
the the probl
These little sketches show that the

C

tleman on my left, because he rises to
close it

“Oh, no, | beg you,”" shouts the fel
low on the right, “let the fresh air
enter; | dent think you look old

idered, as are drivers. Motormen in one area fall below 130
days. Timbermen are mainly in the 140-150 period with two
fields as low as 130 and one at 160 days. Seven areas have 140
days for trackmen, four 130, and one 160. Considering all out-
side occupations, workmen earning $1,000-$1,100 in five areas
occur in the 140 interval of days, five in the 150, and two in the
160. Inside men work about |10 days less in nine out of the twelve
areas. When all the inside occupations are averaged, nine fields
work 140 days, one 10 days less and two others ten days more.
Summarizing, it will be seen that there is a range of about twenty
days in time worked for both inside and outside men, with a con-
centration about the 140-150 period.

For the porth-east union field, the concentration is in a wholly
different interval and tends to be about thirty eight-hour days
higher for the same earnings. Detailed iderati id show
also a greater deviation above and below the 180 interval where
the ¢ 3 s, than was noted for the unionized fields

19,600 to $1,700 and loaders $1,200 to $1,300.
In Northern Ohio, the 30 mines tabulated average 163
s with working time for tonnage men 151 starts. Machine
iners in the normal working time for the year earned $1,600 to
,800. Loaders made $1.200 to $1,300 in a slightly longer
riod.
t  The Hocking field had a poor year with very irregular opera-
lign in 1921, the report says. The 108 starts shown by the 41
i" in this compilation is far bel the average of all in
te United States. Tonnage men worked less than 100 days. We

of the central competitive area. The northeast union field has
about an equal distribution in the 140-150 and 150-160 days
range with seven cases where some one of the occupations is
above 100 days. The tendency is for inside men to make $1,000-
$1,100 within a spread of ten days, mostly concentrated in the
140-150 interval. Only three exceptions are found to this. Out-
side men are about evenly divided between 140 and 150 days
with a skew towards the 150 group.

Passing to the non-union areas in the southeast, a strikingly
different picture is presented. A greater scatter is apparent, with

3 and deeper into the slough of

enough to feel the cold already.
despond.

A forced smile appears on the face
and back bhe drops into his seat, shiv-
ering. The gentleman on my right
takes out his wallet and | see a pile
of real five and ten-dollar mnotes in

At Moabit.
The night is cold and rainy. A
wind one’s over-

sends shivers through the

coat

{baty.

the Town Hall of Old Moabit is dark
and unfriendly. One would kke to
be near the cosy and warm fire of an
English drawing room. But here |
am outdoors somewhere in Berlin,
somewhere in Germany, a poignant
feeling keeping body and soul in its
clutches.

Before the high gates of the Town
Hall | see a black throng of people,
hundreds, maybe thousands. | am
amongst them, ome of them. The

d.of i 22 Sine shage in
my ears, the key-note of which is a
compound of dullness, anger, hope,
and desperation.... What are they do-
ing here at this late hour?.._ The door

each time a bundle of men and wo-
men are allowed to enter...... ... ...
“...We are getting our dole,” explain

of the building opens at intervals and |

there; then he makes some calcula-
tions in his note book. The fat lady
opposite opens one of her parcels,
and starts in an old German-like man-
ner a 2 L&, - NN 2
of many rare foodstuffs which | have
not seen nor had for weeks. For
half an hour she smacks her lips.

g is a ti who
ulbﬁl..o&fﬂ“ndy.‘
who is well provided with all desired

Lower Rents Called For: Con-
fusion in the Courts: Advice
to Tenants.

By J. SILAS WHYBREW

Hardships are being created under
the latest Rent Restrictions Act, and
new legislation is called for in the
following article.

Mr. Whybrew demands the removal
of certain anomalies, and also urges
that rents must be reduced.

In view of the possibility of a new
Rents Committee being set up,, it is
important that the information Mr.
Whybrew asks for should be supplied
promptly.

Judges in a Muddie.

The Rent and Mortgage Interest
Restrictions Act, which became law
as from July 31 last, is playing wide-
spread havoc with the domestic af-
fairs of thousands of temants.

It may rightly be regarded as the
most mischievous piece of legislation
that the late Covernment was guilty
of perpetrating.

At the present moment, in all parts
of the y. whole families are liv-
ing in dread of the day when they are
due to leave their homes in conse-
q of the ord for p a
made in favor of the landlord.

The Act an
possession without offering other ac-
commodation or proving the existence
of any sort of available accommoda-
tion.

The Rent Acts were admittedly
passed owing to the lack of small

3 In face of

1 btai

to

mr
T

OVERSEAS COLUMN

e
e e

NEW ACT NEEDE™
TO .DEAL WITH .RENTS

| ence—takes the view that the

{is good if it gives the name of 1}

;Iov for proprietor,

“ Lower the Rents
The permitted

| must be reduced

| When the provisions of the

notie

fac

{
increase of remt
Rent

the On

{ Acts were under review by c

i "
jelow Committee of inquiry vidence

{ was submitted by the Nationa! Labor
| Housing Association and Federstion
lof Tenants' Leagues that, »: wages
Ihad been substantially lowered, the
increases in rent permifted under the
1920 Rent, Act should be reduced

This view was pressed on the feor
of the House of in  the
stages of the original Bill by Labor
M.P-...

Wages are on a lower scale than
A reduction of the
present 40 per cent. and 50 per cent
allowed under the 1923 Act should
be considered.

It is quite evident, also, that w
local authorities are dominated
landlords and house agents and
mutual friends it is impossibic 1o
tain the certificate to prove that the

Commons

six months ago.

by
their
»b
premises are unfit for human habua
tion, so that the increase of remt

be suspended.

Such councillors are ignoring the

can

reports of their medical officecs
health and the sanitary inspe
whether action is taken under the preo
Rent Acts or Public

of

tors,

visions of the
Health Acts.

At present the only course open
appeared to be to take the local au-
thorities to the High Court to urge
that a writ should be issued divect-
ing them to discharge thewrdu

The Act might be amended so that

of the certificate is not

» t another roof is avail-
< 2 the ok y <l
and b ity.

Bins in the Courts.

Of course, it is provided that the

ide if an L

worldly goods. His k of

course, he pays with airy paper mark
but they can manage to exist.
The fellow on my left smiles wear-

{ily and he muters: “It must come--
| something must happen!™

| At the Market Hall of a working-
class district . of Berlin: At all the

o middle-aged poorly-dressed, but
clean-looking fellows to me. See all
these people here, they wait for hours

‘theerefore, regard the earnings® opportunity afforded as|® Massing from 140 to 190. The variation in time worked is morning to get huge amount of 20 mi

R than 1-3 of a full-time working year. Machine miners’ earn-
& for the average starts range from $900-$1,200, pick miners

h» ly over $1,000 and loaders $700-$800.
¢ The various groups of states or districts were taken up ve-
ely, the commission and the eammings of each group studied.
-¢ report says:
“In order to secure a comparable basis for stating earnings
the fields dis d in the major sub-divisions of this
ort, the time worked to make $1,000 has been selected and
compared on the basis of this unit. It must not be assumed
it the $1,000 to $1,100 interval in the normal eamings for any
¥l for the year. There is no presumption in the selection as to
her earnings for a given field were higher or lower than this

. or not.

5
P
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» hlhmlcompe;iﬁveﬁddlheuislwhnmbu ;
starts worked by loaders of 130-169 to earn $1,000 to $1,100¢

the different districts. Four of the areas, Indiana, Michigan,
d two Ohio districts fall in the 130-139 start period: the Pan.
Ohio, and Northwestern Pitisburgh in the 140-149. All
rts_of the central competitive field have a fpirly_wniform dis-
th a working time of 160-169 is also an exception. Central
is ten starts above the competitive field with no
ce in working time in union and non-union mines. Other
-union areas in Pennsplvania have thirty starts more working
than the central competitive field, with the exception of
which is within the 20 start range of the latter.

00 group shows no significant shift in the relation of

sy

|

-

central competitive field from 140-160, Central Pennsyl-
in the same order as in the $1,000 interval already dis-

¢ Pick miners caming $1,000 fall within the 120-
””“Msh&cuﬂmﬁnm Central Penn-
ion areas of Pennsyl-
s bear the same relationship to each other and to the other
tricts for loaders as for pick miners, the upper limit of the

competitive field and the Westmorland and Connellsville

worked 150-160 The non

kmummwﬁmﬁusl.mh
150 starts in all districts except Fairmont, which is 10 starts
g Harlan and Maryland, which are 20 starts higher, and

S

-

phenomenal and there is a spread in days found in no other area.
In Alabama, blacksmiths, drivers and trackmen, as well as car-
penters, brakemen and motormen, work more days than in any
other state. .
Because of the more regular operation west of the Mississippi
the earnings of skilled occupations tends to be concentrated in the

worked to secure the extra $100, or about the same working time
as the central competitive field shows for $1,200.  No further | 'h* wubdued

Ihards each.

He laughed bitterly.

It buys--do you kmow it buys!” He
clutches a button of my coat. “Just
half-a-pound of margarine or just one
loaf of bread, for which, if you want
to get it, you have to fight before the
bakers shop. What seemed to be a

. -

and d here and

lothed K

there, are gr P
the merchants muat be protected a-
gainst possible riots and looti

™ for the purpose of the

| approach the stand of a
dealer. Twelve millined
the price for ten pounds.

of the Rent Act should be
kind of accommodation

.-eo-o-dn.‘ :ag must happen.

4

the major coal fields have been totalled.

against $1,150 in 1921.

than $1,430 and one-fourth more than $1.830.
that for the two years there was a difference i
$100 to $200 higher in 1920 though it was
in l-’ll;vﬂﬂmd,hl-—”

per cent.

1921 than either the northeast union or non-union. Ten per cent
earnings of full year men.

between 170-180, and the non-union fields of Pennsylvania |

“'One bhalf of the men carned more than $2.030 in 1920 and
one-fourth more than $2,370, while in 1921 one-half earned more

tive exp Opposi
whrsly and well clad lady
of parcels.

with piles

“Taking the northeast union territory, ten per cent earned |FRANCE SEEKS SUGAR WORKERS
$1,380 or less in 1920, while 10 per cent eamed $1,760 or less| Represestasives of the Fremch su-
in 1921. Thirty per cent carned $1.760 or less in' 1920, as

gar industry are said to have vidsited

French suga:r fa

and >
It is reported that the Central Labor

" =1 shall be glad ¥ ol

the p

essential, providing that gther evi

dence is submitted as proof of defect
New Inquiry?

Whatever new measures the new
House of Commons may be called
upon to discuss, the whole of the
working class in the United Kingdom
will readily endorse the immediate
consideration of a further Amending
Bill dealing with various clauses n
the present Act, which besr harshly
on tenants and tend to maintain *Len
standard of living on a lower level
than would otherwise be the case

As, no doubt, fresh evidence will
be required if the whole gquestion

" |of the operation of the Rent Acts is
"t be

thoroughly overhaule#—and
by a more representative committee
than previous committees have been
tenants and
secretaries of tenants’ organizations
will send me (at 136 Hampstead
way, London, NW.11), particulars of
cases that should be presented and

press cuttings of Court proceedings

\WHAT THE

MINERS ASKED

Higher Minimuwm Wage and
More of the Surplus.

The demands made by the miners
are —

(1) An increase in the minimum
wage from 20 per cemt to 40 per
cent sbove the standard rates.

(2) A greater percentage of the
P ds of the ind y to be credit-
ed to wages under the profit-shar-
ing clause.

€3) Fuller infogmation as to what
is charged against the industry as

it othes rom”, . Thy . mipers. boliove ...

that certain charges which are now
debited to revenue account are really
capital charges
. These demands bave been before
the owners for several months

At the owners’ suggestion » joint

Mﬂ was set up to give pk-

haustive consideration to the pre-

posals

Thet committee met on Wednes

day and Thureday of this week
o ' Reok

The outcome of these negotiations
it is understood, is as follows

I. Migimum Wage —The owners
refuse to agree to any increase

Z. Division of Surplus~—The own-
¢rs could not agree that profits chould
take 13 per cont (imstead of 7 per
cent as now) of any divisible surplss

3. Other comta—The owners sand
they would see whether it was p-ac
tcable to give the mformation ssked
for.
A lasge proportion of the miners
are now om or about the mmimum

Continued on page 4.
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LABOR .PARTY .IN . ENGLAND
PROMISE .MANY .REFORMS

‘From all appearances the working man in England is indeed
burdened with many grievanes and they have a good deal more
troubles to contend with than we have in Canada as a resume of
the platform of the newly elected Labour Party will show.

One of the big ideas of the Labour Party is the Capital Levy
which they consider is the logical solution to reducing England’s
huge war debt and only effects those poeple who should and can
well afford to share the burden The Capital Levy will be'a spe-
It
e thousand dollars and
Neither is the levy at the
same rate on all fortunes but a graduated scale would be used.
On the first twenty-five thousand dollars of an individual's fortune

223

cial tax to reduce the war debt and will be imposed once only.
is on private fortunes of over twenty-fiv

does not touch industry in any way

there would be no tax but if a man had over twenty-five thousand

dollars and up to thirty-thousand dollars, he would pay five per

The

cent only on the amoynt over the ewenty-five thousand.

~
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Patronize White Laundries mploy White Labor

S—)

through the central Communist or- |their eyes to the new situation, are

| acting unwisely.

There is mot the least 1.k.nbooa§
that the ballot will be favorabie to
the

yet there are few signs

ganization, under instructions of the
. internatio | at Moscow.”
The Federated Press has no: d-
nied that statement.

“It has been financed and prom-

“This the
through which the great mass of pro
paganda favorable to the red flag of
general destruction in Russia is being

continuance of the agreement;
that  the
ready to modify their

Everything, there
points to the deadlock which
the

once again to industrial

ted
is medium

agenc
¥ y owners

are

present wviews.
fore,
may end

n miners resorting

circulated in this country.”

The Federated Press has not denied
that statement.

Instead the Federated Press
gsought to discredit the articles
sidestepping and insinuations.

action mn

the effort to improve their lot.

Neor,
great shipping magnates, is the out-
loock for peace in dockland much bet-
Withing a few days the notice

bes in th: present temper of the |

by
The article recently sent out by the '
Federated Press further proves that
that outfit is a deadly enemy of the

for an increase of 2s. a day will be
given by the men's representatives.
Unless that request is heeded, unless
the cuts made since the summsr of
1922 are restored,

American Federation of Labor and|
the legitimate trade union movement

in general. the possibility of

Another very significant fact about
the matter is this: One of the articles
issued by the United Mine Workers !
of America said the Communist pro-

to be reckoned with.

Here’ again it will be prudent in
the employers and the natioa to re-
ccgmse that th: men are in carnest.
“bluff"’;

from a deep-seated determination to

paganda and the Communist activi-

ties were directly responsible for the | This move is no it results
massacre of more than twenty men
1922, and |
facts were presented proving that!
statement to be true. THIS:

CHARGE HAS NOT BEEN DENIED |

win back some of the losses that, in
the period of retreat, have been forc-
ed upon a very hard working and an

at Herrin, llinois, in June,

indispensable body of workers

| a great national dock strike will have |

International
Federation of
“Trade Unions

SECRETARIAT NOTICES.

must. in so far as this is possible, be

The Work of the Workers
Themselves

| The Local Committees for Workets

| Welfare and the Association of the

|Friends of the Children bave under-

tress. Our work must be to assmst!

We bhave arranged with the Ger- them in this task. We have no inte -

man Trade Unions to pass on the fol-
lowing appeal. We ask not only the

bers of the org fhii

to n

ed with us in all countries, bur all
whe would like to help German child-

ren to send gifts.
ted

e 8 ot ing their hands, 5o that they ma . give |

be sent to the addjess: Internmational
Federation of Trade Unions, Amster-

organizations, namely, the Workers' |
Welfare Committees and those of the |

Bl b Bl o G s b.. brought unemployment to two- |SHORTAGE OF DOMESTIC LAIOI
thirds of the population
_:ou and hungry children share un
,warmed rooms with careworn parents.
{invalides and old people
knocking at their door.
{have still a little stremgth

making their last effort to carn & | been making obecrvations
taken the task of relieving this dis- boruet of bread.

which in former days provided for the | ister of Labor regarding matters of
tion of orgenizing any new Executive | welfare of the workers are now ‘ore

Committe, which would only lﬂ"'.d to look on in dispair while unom- | ployment, and distribution, which, it
up much of the funds oro- |ployment, currency depreciation and |is thought, may make this type of

vided: we aim at using the al "‘-‘! pohbc.l chaos decimate thei- re-"pmploynwm more attractive.
existing organization and streagthen- | ources. i

help where it is most needed. Th.ose | | friends and helpers of innocent child- |

ren. To you we appeal in the hour

of our deepest mneed. Will you mot
iation of the Friends of Child-| hq]p us to save human lives, and to

ren cover so large an area and are| | Sintrisy Nk Binas sidinng the

Millions of IN ENGLAND.
; Although there are 237.000 un-
employed women in England and’
Dath s ‘drs there is a serious shottage in
Those who | (hr supply of domestic servants. Ac?
left are cold:-gly a special committee has
of the
{causes of the shortage and has sub-

The , once m‘nlahonl}-med recommendations to the Mn-

powerful

training. hours and conditions of em+

SWEDEN. 4
Up to the first of October, 1923
there were reported 18,821 persona

Comrades in foreign lands, ani all

as emigrating lrom Sweden, of which
the greater majority, it is said,

{barked for the United States

em
peoples

dam. Post Box 1065.
International Federation of Trade
Unions.
J. OUDEGEEST. R s aasind
JOH. STSSENBACH, - 4
R nnd efficient relief. We therefore ask |
Secretaries. all comrades at hame and abroad |
Help for German Working-Class | ho, despite their own privations, ar=
Children. | Both ‘ahle ‘sl willing % give to the
Privation and hunger’are making bangry children of the workers, to

Star-
vation wages, gold mark prices, un-

terrible ravages in ‘Germany.

{employment and short time work are

daily reducing the strength of the

send their gifts to us: they may vest

purpose for which it is destined,

srsured that the whole of the fund|
thus accumulated will go direct to the |

FEDERATED PRESS. Both have side

scale gradually increases until we find that on fortunes pf over five
million dollars, the amount of the levy would be uxly per cent.
On the scale proposed the levy should yield on a conservative es-

timate, three million pounds, sufficient, that is to say, to wipe out

nearly half the debt, apart from owing to the United States Gove- |

ernment (allowing for the fact the greater part of the dobt now

stands below par on the stock exchange ), and to reduce the annual

debt charges by about one hundred and fifty million pounds. The |

seriousness of the situation is apparent when it is considered that |
theproportion of the national expenditure that is devoted to the

payment of interest on the War Debt has risen from ten per cent |
in 1918 to 42 per cent in 1923 and the interest paid now amounts |
to nearly one million pounds per day. While the Capital
Levy plan has met with the strongest opposition, the Labour Party
contend that the need is urgent if England is to get Sbck to a sound
basis of industrial activity and when you require money you have
to go where the money is. They also state that the Capital Levy is
the only practical plan yet suggested for stopping the enormous
leak of money from the revenue of the country. »

Old age pensions, re-establishment of fair wage boards, the
nemployment question, taxation of land values, improved pos-
ition of the farmerand better treatment for the returned soldier
are among the other serious problems that are to be taken up

~ by the Labor Depanmcnt

Federated .Press Chief Purveyor.

of “Red” Propaganda i US.|

Federated
That statement is wholly untrue, like |

The
Chief propaganda
agency in America of the Com- | ™much of the other matter that is sent
munists and M of Rus- ot by the Federated Press.
is the medium | ! started an investigation of Com-
the great mass d‘mumu boring-from-within activities
avorable to hldfh‘ February. The trail led to an
ml in | amazing disclosure of disloyalty to
Russia is b- circulated in this both the United States and the organ-
country. .. These facts should be | ized labor movement. | soon found
'd in reading the fol- that the task of following that inves
which was is- |tigation was too great for any ome
editor d person to handle, and | hired several
Mine Workers Jour- | Persons to assist in the work. One
jof these persons was B. C. Clarke,
{who, the Federated Press falsely says
By ELLIS SEARLES wee | peddled the articles around. Clarke
My attention has been called to an |did not offer the articles for sale to
article m]r wsued by the Federat- janyone. ney were not Clarke’s ar-
ed Press; and unfortunately, publish- (ticles. They were my articles |
ed in & number of labor publications jam the author of the articles, not
that have been misled and beguiled Clarke. | directed Clarke's work and
by that outht, in which an attack of the work of the others who helped
vidicule is made on the series of ar- in their preparation. The Federated
ticles given out by the United Mise | Press did not like the articles because
Workers of America exposing the deo-  they told some truths about that or-
structive activities of Commumnists n ganization
the American Labor Movement. The In ome of the articles these state-
‘Federated Press falsely alleges that ments were made.
the articles were the product of a “The major propaganda distribut.
_'man who was closely connected with | ing agency of the Communists is the
| mon-union coal operators, and thai he | Federated Press.”™
peddied them around among anti i The Federated Press has not denied
unionists who refused to buy them ' that statement.

E

statement

P'“ is 'k {and that he then sold them to me.]

-u:pped the issue. If the charge had
vno( been true the Communists and
the Federated Press would have paw-
{ed up the earth and raised a mighty
{rumpus. But they did not. They
merely attempt to cover up the devil-
{ishness of the Herrin affair by first
{ignoring it and then by poking ridi-
cules at the expose.

Cotomunists and their defender, the

| Federated Press, have a Jot o answer
{for 10 the trade union movement and
|the American public. If Communist
{activities did not cause the Hernn
massacre let them produce their proof
to the contrary.

#f the Federated Press is not the
{prepaganda agency of the Russian
{Communists and Bolshevists let it pro-
duce its vroof to the contrary.

When these two agregations clear
Ilheir skirts of these things they will
{be in better position to ask the people
|to believe the stuff they send out.

The Fight For
Better Homes
and Lives

The new year is likely to be m-rk-

BY THE CQMMUNISTS NOR THE |

The reason for these and other
strugles for decent conditions of life
is plain. attack
on wages, unexampled in its fury, the

workers of this country have lost. at
b 4 i 4

As a result of an

least a ¢ P a
They were told that reduced

wages would result

year.
production
costs being cut, and that work would

in
then be found for the unemployed.

There aze still two millions either
without work at all or on short time.
Yet still the cry for lower wages goes
up, in engineering, in wool, in cot-
ton, in the whole range of industry
there is intermitt nt and

“standings off.”

y

cessaries of life.

far the greater number of werkers

in the country’s main industries are
the war.
only by such advance can amything
immediate be done to restore indus-

try. Industry is depressed because

the mass of the nation and because
our foreign markets are

ed not only by the ad of p 1
Labor to power, but by (rowing
movements of the industrial side of
the Movement for beter conditions
and higher wages. Throughout the
ranks of the workers there is a deep
fecling that they have -endured pri-
vation and hardship long enough and
that every effort must be made to

wages would mean grezter prosperity

all round.

'

and wo short-sighte! to ‘see this,
1924 will be a year of industrial
strife. But should a Labor Govern-
memt be in power, the workers will

their intention of secking advances

in wages. A million miners are
balloting. Railwaymen are closely
watch the ies” vres

for an attack on their basic rates.

raise the dards of fort and them. They will know that
home. the Government is not under the
Dockers have already made known | control of financiers as industrial

magnates; they will

have, for the

them at Westminster and in White-
hall

Nothing of the kind has happened. '

Thlll two m.“’on-:
of workers, with six million wives and |
children, have to go short of the m'»‘;

It is an appalling thought tha by |

worse off now than they were before |
That is the reason for this |
new movement towards an advance |
in wages, and it may be added thas

too little momey is being spent by |

they wére. These will take a long|
time to restore, but the other evil|
can be r died at onc-. Rises in!

%
Should employers prov: obdurate |

not, as hitherto, find the dice loaded |

first time in their hivory. sympathy
and a feeling of comrafe.liis towards

Engineers are beginning to think in
terms of a forward movement. In
building and in almost every other
great industry the attitude of defence
is changing to one of attack.

STRIKE RECORD DECLINES IN
SWITZERLAND.

Strikes, lockouts, and labor dis-

putes in Switzerland have dec!

4

|German working classes. The grest-|namely, the feeding of workers' child-

est sufferers of all, are, however, | ren in Germany.

The Children of the Workiag | Our Children are Starving.
Classes. I Give quickly and agcording to your |
Various charities unconnected with | means. The greatest sufferers are!
|Labor are beginning to collect r...mb.hhe workers of the Rhineland and the |
from the tables of the rich for tbe Ruhbr. Therefore we make a -pecul‘
| poorest of the poor. But Labor stself, | appeal to you {
is anxious to take a hand in the work;| Help the Rhineland and the ‘,
not only foreign labor, but even Ger- Rubr
man Labor, burdened though

with its own privations.

itis, The ec n

i

JOHN STARK & CO.

‘Established 1870

Investment Agents
Members Toronto Stock Exchange

Royal Bank Building, Toronto

{
|

i

( WE RECOMMEND YOU
TO BUY YOUR

MEATS AND PROVISIONS

' A.MARTIN, LINITED

SIXTY-FIVE STORES IN CANADA

i
|

not what |

{

A Btore Near Your Home.

CLEANLINESS SERVIOR QUALITY
The First to Bring Prices Down.
PRICES LOWEST QUALITY REST

Saturday’s decision of the delegate
conference of the Miners' Federation
to take a ballot throughout the coal-
felds on the question of endmg the
present wage g

clearly the change in outlook and
method. Those who rely on the

Federal Labor Office, which has re-

Rl ¥

“lh’l

steadily since 1918, according to the

undy surveyed this labor phase of
300,000 °  industrial

fact that three months’ notice must
be given after the miners have

voted and who are inclined to shut

3 —
\ (.» e
TR AARTAS

OF THE

EKERS’ LP. ALE in the choicest old condition.

OLD QUALITY i =

With ow largely incrensed capacity you can be sssured thet you will get

A T B o S TS R

HAUGH BRAND
KIDDIE GARMENTS

Strong, Dursble, Nest end Essy for

W

) S

w‘uh

J.A.HIUGH

A s a» i

The rescue |the Rhineland and the Ruln dmnﬂ IR e

PROTECT YOUR
WEEKLY WAGES

For the Best in

ACCIDENT and

Apply to
THE DOMINION OF CAN-
ADA GUARANTEE AND
ACCIDENT INSURANCE

Neptune Meter
Co., Limited
1195 KING ST., WEST

“Made in Canada.”

26 ADELAIDE STREET WEST Toronto Ont.

TORONTO

CLEANTOWELS

Are a necessity in every office. Ask your Business Friends
if our service is not first-class. Try uws.

Toronto Sanitary Towel Supply Co.

9-15 McCAUL STREET TORONTO
PHONE: ADEL. 1130.

Are You Wearing a
Whole Suit of Underwear?

You wouldn't buy underwear with holes in

them. Why wear them that way?

ONTARIO Super-Service keeps them always

perfect, and gives you another season's

WS e, PHONE MAIN 4821

O-V BRAND

Dominion Paint Works Limited
: Pactery, Walksrvills, Oanada
” '.'-3

Montreal, Torents, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Bdmeniss, Cmebes,
Bt. Joha, Halifax, Vasssuver.

Lace Leather Belt Dressing
MONTREAL
511 William Street

ST. JOHN, NB.
90 Water St.

Sadler and Haworth
OAK u-:A'rHER “BELTING

HC—d

I‘Fm-‘ﬂhﬁ.dul—b
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HOME C

== AMONG WOMEN

OOKING

st

BRIDES GET COOK BOOKS

Holding to the theory 4

good

that
iscuits, or even fairly good biscuits,

hage a great deal to do with the suc

ess or failure of a marriage venture, |

the county clerk of Clarksburg.
, will issue a cook book for the

fude along with cach marriage

+ PIES 'N THINGS
MASHED POTATO VARIATIONS

To riced potatoes add one table
yoon butter, one teaspoon salt, few
grains pepper, and one-third cup hot
@ilk. Beat with fork or with tennis
vacket whisk until creamy,
#nd pile lightly in hot dish
br" to leave potatoes rough than

> pat or smooth them The milk
P2y be scalded in a small saucepan
on the top of the potatoes, and the

tteg and seasonings measured di

ctly ‘into the milk, then all together
ay be added to the potato. If milk
is not scalded before being added to
the potato, the left over potato

reheat

It s

will
wohably be sour and unfic for use
the next day
n DA S
SPANISH POTATOES.

‘10 two cups mashed potato add
e canned pimento cut
pieces or forced

ainer.

through a puree

SAVORY POTATOES
To two cups mashed potatoes add
tablespoon chopped water «

pd one teaspoon chopped fresh mint
leaves.
L]
POTATO THORNDYKE
3 To mashed potato add one-third
measure of banana cut
ourth-inch cubes.

ixture

m one

Fill with

empty banana skine from
hich one section of skin has been
moved. Place close together

pan and bake 10 minutes
th grated cheese.
me until cheese' is melted and tog
delicately brown

the

in
Sprinkle

Put under gas

POTATO FONDANT.
®Pile mashed potete  lightly in a
rased baking dish. Pour over one
hyjrd cup heavy cream and sprinkle
ith one-half cup coarse stale bread
fumbs. Bake in hot oven until the
“Wte ordwn.

GARNISHING FISH
I'd". hmon. hl«con. tomato, an
tovno. cheese—these are the gar-
es we usé to make our fish dishes
ok appetising, and alse to add taste.
Lemon is used move than anything
to take off the greasiness—the

é‘ﬁ“-—o’ some strongly favor- l

and pavh(nlnrly on fat|

in small |

ress it

fish
bined with gther Savorings.
Lemon Butter Rolls.

When bacon strips are used on

solid fish steaks, slices of
hould garnish the dish, and a slice be

ed to each person to squeeze over

Because of that, it is aleo com-

e
his or her portion

Lemon and parsley butter is one
of the best of garnishes, but should
fishes—

only be served on the drier

had

sck or hake or cod To make

this, work m.‘dhn equal guantities

of marg , lemon juice, and chop-
making this some time

Work it

each person,

ped ;»u-l-)
before the fish is cooked.
into pats or rolls for
and set in a cold place to harden
Dish
pats
digh,

h each person takes his or

Do not place on the hot fish.
up the fish alone, and seive the
of “lemon butter” on a little
v whic
own pat to melt on his or bher
tion of fish

ed
the raw slices being laid on the
fish and cooked under the griller with

ices of tomato go well «.ith bak
fish

a very little fat on each slice, or with
grated cheese put on each raw toma-

to slice

HELPFUL HINTS

Use Spoon to Turn.
In roasting or boiling meat, wuse
a spoon for turning, as a fork pricks

and allows the juices to escape

Paint Spots.
Use kerosene to remove paint spots
from porcelain or glassware.
Scrub Pail ldea.
Take piece of board, large
enough to hold a pail. Bore holes

near the corners and insert castors.

“

your pail on this when you are
ready to clean floors and you w'll

find it saves you a great deal of

unnecessary trouble in lifting.

To Remove Wall Paper

To remove wall paper,
| heaping tablespoon of saltpeter

one gallon of hot water and apply

use
to
to the paper freely with a brush.
The water should be kept hot und
| applied several times. Paper will
loosen and can be easily pulled from
{the wall.

i To Clean White Satin.

| . White satin can be cleaned by
| rubbing with bread crumbs, which
| White kid
glovrt can be freshened the

{have a little moisture.
same
| way.
Soot on Woodwork.
Soot on woodwork can be removed
| with kerosene.

To Beat Eggs.
To beat eggs uickly, add a pinch

jof sale.

GET THE HABIT

OmeyowaoeatﬂnoSton,
it's a good habit and

money.

We always carry the latest styles
in stock at the lowest prices.

BAKER & CO.,,

), 63 RIDEAU STREET
; A

will save you

OTTAWA, ONT.

lemon |

FOR THAT BLACK EYE.
After a fall or a blow the skin may
be kept from discoloring by applyng
Badu. a tiny island off the coast of a poultice of dtarch made with cold

Australia. {water on the injured part

Statistics show that nine-tenths of |
HOME HINTS.

Remove tar with kerosene,

is ruled by a woman.

the women of China cannot write |
their own names ! i
- the be-| thin
has proclaimed pro- |

India’s only woman ruler,
warm water and soap.

Add bread crumbs to the hamburg-
{

{er steak to make it tender.

Miss Nina Neuenfeldt of Detvon‘l R I e

Mich., 21 years of age last March, “‘ and there will be no iron shine.

said to be the youngest woman law- |
|

gum of Bhopal,
hibition in her state

A little kerosene will remove all

yer in the country

| grease and paint from the hands.

Boxing matches between women,| Keep a little camphor gum in the

which have ben a feature of Berlin's | 4, awer in which you keep your sil-

night life for months, have been pro- ",, and it will not tarnish

hibited by the police. ! Nickle or silver ornaments may be
Mrs. Mary A. Mclane, of Mobile, ,kep( right by

Ala., celebrated her 100th birthday

by registering and qualifying to vote | ammonis

rubbing them with a
Iwoolcn cloth saturated in spirits of

in the election last November : A piece of raw potato dipped in
Dropping of Latin as a nquued'b‘hng soda will be most effectiv:
subject is suggested by Bryn M'Iw,,banuh ng tarnish from your silver.
students in & formal report to Dr To remove the onion odor from the
Marion Edwards Park, the president ihandl wash in a little cold water to
{which a teaspoon of dry mustard has

m

The distinction of being the first!

out of work, as much as 63 per cenmt

¢ ERNA“ONAL were om short time. Of these about
LABOR NEWS 7 per cent were only working up te |

ght hours per week, 14 per cen
FRANCE.

A sort of proportional representa-
tion was adopted prior to the election | than 25" hours. The poasition h’
of 1919. The system was very mixed | §TOWR WoTse mnce then, and mre(
and resulted in some gqueer returns. than half the membership is ""k‘ﬂﬂl
Now a new electoral bill is before the |less than 25 hours weekly. |
Chamber of Deputies, and a number |
of Deputies are anxious to revert to| ITALY. {
the old system of single membered | Thé q of the preliminary
constituencies with the second bal- |sgreement between Italy and Soviet
lot. {Russia signed in 1921 was discussed |

Both the President of the Republic;h'. week in the ltalian Chamber.
Alexandre Millerand,’ and the Prime |Jacini, for the Catholicxsupported
Minister, Raymond Poincare, are op- the r n of the ordinary com-
posed to any reversal to the old me- ,n¢’°“‘l relations with, Soviet Russia.
thod. Millerand has, indeed, threat- | {and Lazzari and Riboldi, for the Com-
ened to exercise his veto against the | | munists, called for the complete re-
Bill if it becomes an Act. So there cognition of the Soviet Covernment.
is more of the makings of a crisis| Mussilini declared the Fascist Gov
over Electoral Reform than over the |erament would not put any obstacle
the Franco-Get- |in the way of the recognition of the
| Russian Soviet Government. It would
be much more convenient, he said,
to have a regular ambassador from
Russia than the kind of representa-

entire question of

man relations.

GERMANY
Dr. Wilhelm Marx, the Centre Par-

| nine to sixteen hours, 26 per cent ”I
to 24 hours, and 16 per cemt nou{

|on workmen's compensation and em-

{top to floor.

L

state to establish mothers’
belongs to Missouri,
become effective there in 1911,

Alice F. McDougall of New York, has

sale.

Miss Margaret Clarke of Louisville
Ky.. has been appointed a clerk in
the American foreign service and will
immediately take up her duties ati

Tangier, Mexico.

The governor of Neorth Carolina,
Cameron Morrison, appointed Mrs.
Palmer Jerman, of Raleigh, a dive tor
of the Atantic and North Carolina
She is said to be the first
woman to hold such an office in the
state.

railroad.

than men,” said R. R. Wilson, head of
the taxi corporation that imtroduced
the women to the driver's seat of a
taxi-cab. “Women do not take the
long chances common among the men

chauffeurs. They are more obedient

around, but at all other times as well.
They do not loiter, but pay strict at-
tention to business. And they take
an interest in keeping their machines
as neat as posmble,

own aPpearance.”

MARKS ON FURNITURE.

over the spots.
day to dry. If all marks are not re-
moved, apply again after the furni-

ture is dry.

TO HEM A DRESS.
The following method of turning |

tisfactory when sewing alone:

Finish garment all except th: hem

ded 4

Then ot g by a table
put a row of pins around the garment
on a line with the table top. Usually
upnmbcck. front and each side is
Then

e from sable
For example, if the
measurement is 30 inches fron: table
top to floor, and you desire your
skirt eight inches from the floor, mea-
sure 22 inches below the pins in th:
garment and turn hem.

STARCH SUBSTITUTE.
Borax is a very good substitute for

pensions |
the law having |

Starting with a capital of $85, Mrs. |

in the last sixteen years made a lalf |
willion dollars selling coffee at whole- |

“Women are more careful drivers|

giving their cors|
such attention as they accord to their |

To. remove hot water marks from |
polished furniture, dampen a cloth]
in denatured alcohol and rub lightly
Let stand for a half |

the hem on dress or skirt is very se- |

been added.

A tar stain should ve softened - b
| grease, then rubbed with a rag dip ed
in turpentine. After subseuent wash-
ing the stain will disappear.

When scrubbing a rug on the floor
{try kneeling on a cushion. [t makes
the work much less tiresome. Tt is

jalso a relief to hot,

|

aching feet on

*lironing day to remove shoes and to

{stand on a cushion.
i How to Sew thin Silks—Cut strips
of paper about ome inch wids and
{hold it under the seam you ace sew-
ing.
from drawing, the paper can ecasily
be torn from the seam, your seam

will be easily made and not puckered

1

This will keep your maierial

2+ usually happens when we attempt
them without it

To keep baby covered at night,
and at the same time avoid the use
of pins, sew a double piece of tape
on each corner of the sheets and
blankets, long enough to tie to the
rungs of the crib using care that the
coverings are not drawn too tightly.

to the regulations, obeying them not |
only when there is a traffic policeman |

jthem with plain vaseline
[them with a soft cloth. Your rub-

{bers will stay soft and look like new.
|

and dry

If you have a steel
wipe them with a little kerosene oil !
j;m cold weather and the clothes |
EVI” not stick to the line

‘:

‘ DENMARK.

Although the number of Denmark s
unemployed is about one-third under
\wb‘( it was this time last year, a no-
’u:e-bl» imcrease was recorded at the
|beginning of November;, 1923, the
| total rising to 20,754.
|

SWEDEN

Up to the first of October, 1923,

lhere were reported 18,821 penonl‘

,.- emigrating from Sweden, of which

| barked for the United States,

Before putting away rubbers lubj

clothes line, |

ty representative for Duseldorf East,
has at last constituted stop-gap
Dr. Gustave Stresemann,
the former chance

a
xllnutry.
becomes For-
cign Minister, and Dr. Gessler, the re-
presentative of the Reichswehr Com-
mander, General von Seeckt, is again |
Minister of Defence, The Ministry has |
been formed only with the object

tlor,

of avoiding a dissolution of the Reich- |

stag at the present moment
Hermann Muller, on behalf of the

Social-Democrat - Reichstag group,

had a conference with Dr. Marx last |

Thursday.
Chancellor is favorable to replacing

It apears that the new

the present “military” state of sege

by a “civil'" state of sieg=.
warts
will ke able to carry on untl it is
possible to preceed freely with the
The
Parlementsdienst”
{ Democratic Parliamentary Service™)
says:

“The attitnde of the Seocial-Demo-
crats towards the new cabinet will
|be determined by its programme. We
| consider this Government a trans.tory

new elections.
ischer

one. If it secures a vote of confidence
| on Tuesday, we shall judge it by each
{of its acts and deduce from them the
“'E
that the new elections,
{which must take place Mrml"y next
June. will be advanced.”
The Slump in Textiles.

|  Depression is seriously affecting the
iltlh}l‘ industry and short time is ex-
.;lendm(, Though the depreciation of
|currency, when moderate, helped Ger-
man export trale, the ‘utter co“‘p&
jof the mark has reduced things 1o
The States of the old dual
| monarchy, and also those of the Bal-
{kans, are competing with the textile
in Germany. Cxecho-Slo-
{ vakia and Poland, for instance, have
almost ousted German textiles from
| Turkey.

The October report of the Textile
Workers”

| necessary
take it,

consequences.
then,

can

| chaos.

; industry

Union is representative of

and put it on, sdjesting the belt uy'be greater marjority, it is said, em- | the conditions in the industry. W Lile |d

{115 per cemt of its mur‘)en were

“Vor- |
hopes that the new Cabinet |

“Sozialdemokrat- |
(“Secial- '

tion they had at present. Recogni-
tion would be useful because it would
facilitate economic relations between
the two countries.

It is only logical that Mussslné
bhaving followed the example of the
{Rassian Bolsheviks in du:u'ouklp.
should be a supporter of rec '

jaunemployed persons was 7

IN TERNATIONAL
LABOR NEWS

10,000 more than those reporte
the end of the previous wee
Reports from 70 of the | :
employment bureaus show thar
November 15, 1923,
persons were out of work, while ;
500,000 were working .
time. Omn the same day of the y
1922, 85 employment burcaus

25.853 unemploy

mearly 2594

ENGLAND.

On January |, 1924, the ‘mew
“Workman's Compensation Act”
pamsed by Parliament in November,
1923, and modifying the existing law

Iy

on

ed a total of only

ployers’ liability became effective

On December 3, 1923, the wholly
unemployed on the live registers to-
talled approximately 1,194,700, a de-
crease of 23,524 under the preceding
week. Practically no change for the
week was noted in the number work-
ing short time and drawing benefits
for intervals of umemployment.

PORTUGAL
Wage differences and disput

account of hours and conditio
labor brought about a strike
men and marine firemen late .
which, at that time, had practica
tied up all Portuguese ocean »

ships.

last

SWEDEN.

A continual decrease in the n

GERMANY.

In order to stimulate production
and hasten the return to normal eco-

ber of Sweden's unemployed s re
ported by the Unemploymen: »m

) t has . .
nomic conditions, an agreemen Dt s et 192

been approved by the Association of
Mine  Operators and the Miners'
Unions, under the terms of which the
operators wil improve the mining ma-
chinery and technical methods, and
the workers will perform one extra!
hour of labor each day, withSut over-
time pay. At a later date, an in-
crease in wages will be considered.
At the beginning of last month the

mission.
total gradually declined from 43
ito approximately 11,000 persons

BOLIVIA.

Laws providing for better

tions of labor, an eight-hour day
prohibiting of night work by wome
and children,

applying to industrial accs

n

and special regulations

lemts, are

{of the Russian Soviet Government by
Italy. But what will our “Morning
{Post” now think of its protege?

RUSSIA.

The Soviet Government announces
that it intends to introduce a new
Customs tariff. Among its provisions
|is a higher duty on coal for the pro-
{tection of the Russian coal industry
against British competition.
| Just like any capitalist
eh?

Covern-

ment,

UNITED STATES

| An urgent warning against the
| slightest cutting of the Budget for the
{Army is contained in the report to
|Congress by John Wingate Weeks,
%Seclet-ry for War, who reaffirms his
{previous recommedations that the
| strength of the Regular Army should
be increased from its presenmt limit
of 12,000 officers and 125,000 men
to 13,000 officers and 150,000 men.
He says:

“This strength is considered the
minimam necessary to make effective |
our national defence progrnnno.t
With less isolation than ever before,
with a greater need to be able to de-
fend our own independent purposes,
we are in a state of unpreparedness
comparable only with that of Ger-
many among the great nations. Our
new defence policy is a new ome, and

if sincerely supported would enable us

ing to our peaceful traditions.”

UNSKILLED IMMIGRANT LABOR

to defend our purnoses while adher-

d

have

total ber of persoms asking em-|among the legislative meas
ployment in the Bresleau district had | rectly affe®ting labor, which
increased, in one week, from 87,000 |been recently presénted to the Bo
to 97,000, while the number of wholly

vian Congress

Office: Queen 2723 Foundry: Queen 3811

Ottawa Electrotype .Foundry

ELECTROS FROM TYPE, LINE CUTS OR HALF TONES
On W

'ood or Metal Bases
39 STREET OTTAWA,

e
e

GOODYEAR MODERN SHOE REPAIR CO

400 BAVWK ST. 148 RIDEAU ST.
Phome Q 5013 Phone B. 701

82 NENDERSON A
Mll’“

CANADIAN PACKING CO.

LIMITED

14 PROVISION STORES IN
HULL AND OTTAWA

YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

WITH COMPLIMENTS OF

THE PREMIER HAT SHOPS

38 SPARKS ST. and BANK AND NEPEAN STs.

«seful in body and mind.

Milk-fed Children

TO DEPRIVE & child of the milk that it e
it of its God-given heritage—the right to be hen!:l

o Tob
and

Are Healthiest
And Sturdiest

Consider

IE result of the best thought of many ge-
piuses covering a period of about 150

T,

vears—and the expenditure of millions
of dollars in experiments and equipment—is what
you buy for a most modest sum when you turn
the switch that floods your home or business place

starch. A teaspoonful of borax used
to each gallon of water will stiffen
curtains sufficiently yet not have the
cloudy appearance given by starch.

Tue growing child MUST have milk or it will perish.
RODUCERS DAIRY LIMITED

275 KENT STREET, OTTAWA

CREAM, BUTTER
AND ICE CREAM

€’
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bhouses in Ottawa City
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Complete gas i
’yu’nmwbmld. Without it you'll never know the
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Consult us regarding
_etc., in order to make your

real convenience. ,
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location of outlets,
modern iA every respect.

THE OTTAWA GAS CO.

35 SPARKS STREET

18541923 Sixty-nine

yéirs of Relishle Gas Servics

"BOS

ALES AND PORTER

with light or gives you power for a hundred uses,
for which we of the present age should be duly

thankful. And the citizens of Ottawa have a
further cause for graiification in their own elec-

tric service, which keeps electric rates at their
present low level

'Oﬁawa Hydro-Electric

100 BANK BST.
¢ .

HE
CAPITAL WIRE CLOTH & MFG. CO.

AANUPASTURERS OF

Fourdrinier Wire and Paper Mill Wire Cloth
of Every Description.

and Recovered
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RUSSIAN PEOPLE
RULED BY A FEW
COMMUNISTS |

While it is admittedly difficult to
get a right understanding of affairs
in Russia, practically every publica-
tion being a partizen on one side or
the other, it is equally to be admitted
that such papers as the New York
Nation would not represent the Soviet
Government to be any worse than it
is. The Nation seems to approve the
Russian experiment, and is a strong
advocate of the theory that the coun-
try should be recognized and once
more, admitted to the family of na-
tions. On this account an article
which appeared recently in the
Nation, from the pen of Louis Fish-
er, who spent
Russia as correspondent of the New
York Post, is important. It shows
to what an extent the nation is in the
grip of an autocracy, and thet as
far as liberty is concerned, there
RO more now
was at its hight. It is merely a
different kind of tyranny that rules
the country. Inistead of having one
sutocrat, Russia has nine, and has
no more to say about choosing them
than it had about choosing the Crar.

Soviets Have Little Power.

Mr. Fisher emphasises the fact
that the various Soviets which are
elected have in reality no more au-
thority than the old Douma.  The
Communist party is the master of
Russia. It numbers now 585,600 out
of a population of approximately
140,000,000. The Communist party,
formerly known as the Russian So-
cial Democratic party, was formed
in 1898, and in 1903 had its memor-
able split which divided it into the
Majority or Bolshevik party, and the
Minority or Menshevik party. The
latter has di ed completely.
In those years, and in fact until 1917,
the Communist party was unlawful
and had to work underground. To
be known as & member was to court
death or exile to Siberia. Natur-
ally itse membership was small, and
at the time of the abortive rising in
1905 numbered only 8,400. In 1917,
when it was able to seize the reine
of goverfiment in Russia, it had
grown to only 25,000. Since then it
bas increased rapidly, and because
membership in it is the only sure
road to political influence in Russia
it would be several times as numerous
were it easy to join. But it is not.
Indeed to become a Communist in
Russia is not casier than it is to live
openly as a prosperous bourge.is

Russia’s Nine Rulers.

The Communist party is ruled in
turn by the Committee of Nine or
Palitical Bureau, composed of Lenin,
Trotzky, Stalin, Kanenev, Dzerzhin.
ski, Rykov, Bucharin, Zinevieu and
Tomski. Mr. Fisher says that when
an important note from a foreign go-
vernment is to be answered these
men discuss it and decide what is to
. be said in reply. Yet this bereau is
not & government body and Tomski,
Bucharin and Zinoviev are not offi-
cials of the government. Yet, has
he says, the Russian Government is
is #0 closely identified with the Com-
munist party that to discover where
the authority of one ends and the ot-
her begine amounts to little more
than hair splitting. Most
ble positions in the (ovcn-nu are
held by Communists, and the writer
tells us that Lenin and Trotsky are
inclined to set greater store upon
the loyalty of & man to Communist
principles than to his ability to han-
die the job that is entrusted to him.
In the cities the Communists compos-

several months in

1
than when Czarism

!bling, bribe taking. drinking, emgag-
ling in capitalistic enterprises. The

Communists, except for their blood-
| thirsty tendencies, are extreme mor-
alists and no member is supposed to
dnnk or gamble. However, many of
Ilbem do, according to Mr. Fisher.
{E are likely at
any moment to hale a member before
it and put him through a pitiless third
degree in which intimate, private af-
fairs such, for instance, as a man’s

relations to women are not avoided.

Are Expected to be Models.
Unless » man is a highly trained
expert or a C P
ble for him to hold important
government position in Russia. But
with this great power for the Com-
unists go equally great responsibili-
ies. A higher grade of cenduct is
expected from him than from
others. He is supposed to set an ex-
ample. Last winter the Moscow
courts tried several officials for bribe
taking. The non-Communists were
sentenced to imprisonment; the
Communists were shot. The Com-
munist must hold himeelf ready to
depart on a day's notice on a mis-
sion to any part of the Empire or to
a foreign country. He must possess
the fanatical devotion of the Jesuit,
and never question his superiors.
The true Communist would lay dow
his life as_readily for Lenin or Trot-
zky as would the Arab at the order
from Mahomet. Myr. Fisher
gests that ¢ y the C.
party will become identical with a
sent nearly a quarter of the members
are government officials, while some-
thing less than half of them are
workers. It is the frank aim of the
leaders to increase the percentage
of factory workers at the expense
of the other social elements, because
it has been found that workers make
the easiest donverts and the staunch-
est Communists.

it is

sug-
1 3

LABOR HOURS IN

STEEL MILLS
Within the past few months tens
of thousands of steel workers in the
employ of the United States Steel
Company, who formerly were com-
pelled to stand by their furnaces for
twelve hoars a day and seven days in
the week, have been given an eight-
hour day. This means that the fur-
Baces are operated continuously by
three shifts instead of two, and that
of necessity there has been some re-
duction in the wages paid to each
operative. It is stated officially that
at the present time only two per cent
of all the company's employees are
still working twelve hours daily for
seven days in the week. The standard
hours, therefore, for American steel
workers are now 56 per week instead
of 84.

In Switzerland the hours establish-
dbyhvuc“pn-o.k..-dth
steel producers have found it moo--
sary in order to meet world-compe-
tition, to increase the schedule to 52
hours weekly. The Government has
issued a permit for this breach of the
law pending a plebiscite of the elect-
orate to be taken on February 17
to determine whether or not the law
shall be amended to permit all work-
ers to work 52 hours instead of 4%
One of the basic policies of the
German Revolutionists was an eight-
hour day for six days a week. The
steel makers and coal operators of
the Ruhr, like those of Switzerland.
have declared that they cannot com-
pete in the world's markets unless a
nine hour day is restored. Whatever
may be the result of the eight-hour

_od perbaps 90 per cent. of the mem-
bership to the Soviets, and in coun-
try districts not so large a percentage

MORAL CUT-THROATS

Communist leaders have found,
of course, that many of the new mem-
bers are not animated by the same
spivit that distinguished the pi
in the movement in the days when
membership was extremely hazard-
ous. They are place seckers. When
discovered they are thrown out bod-
ily. There periodical purifications,

. the last in 1921 resulting in 24 per

cent of the entire membership being
e ‘°' mh - as w

in perfor of duty,
marring into a bourgeois family, un-
dergoing a religious marriage cere-

bt 4

six-day week of other industries, it
would appear from the widespre:a
& it in the Europeat
steel trade that it does not altogether
suit the comduu‘-m

' Australian Labor and

The Communists.

Sydney, New South Wales, Austra-
lia.—"The Communists have a stand-
ard of conduct which ordinary men
and women are unable to understand.
much! less appreciate,” says the Aus-
tralian Worker in a leading editorial
on the tactics of revolutionists out-

sidesand inside the labor org: ons

|the demand which would have imme- !
(diately affected the present wage-

| rates.

The division of profits would have

'no immediate effect,

but the lower | was again seen.

Waiting for Hearse.
A special delegate conference of

the miners later in December decided

bly of Parlk
In February of this year Mr. Law
His reply was: “Can

to await the

perzentage gpyoposed to be allocated |you not wait for a trade improve-
to the owners would have the effect ment?™

of lessening any deficiency required

to make up the minimumw wage.

It should be observed that any de-
ficiency at one audit has an effect on

This labor paper shows that it is
now necessary for the communists to
work inside the unions.

“A little while ago the necessity
had not arisen, for the communists
held themselves scornfully aloof from

says the Worker.
“They refused to have anything to
do with the labor movement in those

with some intellectual or apiritial |
superiority that constituted them a|
race apart.

“They treated us as the highest
caste treats the lowest—with aversion
and contumely.

“But suddenly everything changed.
A word came from Russia, which is

tered their tune at once, They began
to plead for a “united fromt.” ™

"It wasn't convincely done. There
were no fine shades of transition in
it. One day they were adjuring us,
the next day they were wooing us.
“They now desire above all things
to be one with the ‘labor fakirs.’
They are anxious to become an in-
tegral part of the organization which
they jeered at as a buttress of capital-
ism.

“The insincerity of it all is palpa-
ble. The repulsive features of hy-
pocrisy leered at us.

“No one who has studied their -
terature and their public utterances
can doubt that with the communists
of Australia obedience to bolshevik
authority differs very little from the
prostrations of superstitution.

“Apart from a peychological es-
trangement, which is very marked,
there is a fundamental difference of
policy between the organizations of
workers and the communists.

“The latter believe in dictatorship,
in the rule of a' minority necessarily
imposed by force. The former is de-
mocratic to the core, recognizes the
will of the majority as the only true
basis of any social order, and repu-
diates with loathing the principles of
terrorism when deliberately l.cuk-t-
ed as a hod

us, condemned and derided us de-|
nounced us as “labor fakirs,” as props |
and pillare of the capitalist system,” |

days, as though they were endo-u.-!?

the communist heaven, and they al- |

bsequent audits, and tends to keep
wages on the minimum when they
might otherwise rise.

STORY OF THE CRISIS

The crisis which now approaches |

lin the British mining industry had
lits beginnings back in the winter of
1921.

| vention ceased, the men were subject
to the agreement which ended the

{lock-out of 1921.

A severe slump in prices and in

|trade operated, under the agreement,

|to bring wages tumbling down.
Within a very short time many dis-

tricts were down almost to the mini-

mum named in the agreement—viz.
20 per cent above standard ‘ rates.
Those standard rates were those of
1915,
ﬁ‘\l’el—

The Miners’ Federation approached
the owners and the Government seek-
ing help %o soften the blew, but help
was refused.

By March, 1922,

were actually

and were practically pre-war

10 of the 23 areas
the minimum—
which meant wages far below in value

on

those received before the war.

The appalling condition in the in-
dustry was brought before the
House of Commons in that month by
the Labor Party. The Government
was asked to set up an Inqmry but |
this was refused.

In June, 1922, the Miners' Execu-
and Mr. Hodges declared:

“So low are the wages and so bad |
the situation in the mining industry,
that, in my judgmeht, it can be
that the British famine has begun.”

The situation was again raised in
Parliament in July, 1922, when the
Home Secretary (Mr. Bridgman) re-
peated the refusal of an inquiry and
refused any financial help.

Approach Owners
At the annual conference of the
Miners' Federation on July 20, 1922,
the Executive was directed to com-
sider means of improving the exist-
ing agreement and to approach the

of gov

LUMBER INDUSTRY
In the Province of New Brunswick
there are approximately 600 saw
mills which give annual employment
to 9,000 men whose aggregate sal-
aries amount to $5,700,000.

WHAT THE
MINERS ASKED

Continued from page |

That minimum is only about 40 per
cent above pre-war rates of wages,
while the cost of living is officially
given as 75 per cent above pre war.
It will, therefore; be seen lht th

That decision forms the starting
point in the patient attempts to secure
revision of the agreement which have
now ended, 17 months later, in dead-
lock.

In October of last year the Miners’
Executive met the owners, who re-
fused to consider the request for an
advance in wages which would give
rates equal in purchasing power to
the pro-war rates.

Consequently an approach was
again made to the Government. The
Executive saw Mr. Bonar Law on De-
cember 2, 1922.

M:. Law refused action, and sug-
gested that conditions would present-

owners have most definitel

ally

P

We offer

Fifty Y ears of Banking

a complete service for
FARMERS

GRAIN and CATTLE DEALERS
MERCHANTS
MANUFACTURERS and MUNICIPALITIES

STAN D.;,\:l:z:g BANK

1
Immediately the government sub-

smid | leading to defeat

M:. Herbert Smith retorted:

like waiting for the hearse.”

%In June last the Labor Party in-
{troduced a Bill to amend the Mini-
imum Wage Act of 1912, and so se-
higher minimum for the
The Bill was rejected.

Then, at the annual conference in

July last, the Federation declared that
the agreement must be revised, and
| negotiations have proceeded since up
|to the deadlock of this week.

WHAT LABOR
MIGHT DO

Measures Designed for the Pub-
lic Good.

There is much to be said for the

policy of Labor taking office if the

opportunity is given (writs a poli-
tical correspondent).

“It's

jcure a

{
| miners.

Not only would such a decision
prove conclusively the bona-fides of

not only the War Allics would be in-
vited, but alse Germany, Russia and

France, knowing that practically
the whole of the British people have,
in varjous ways, approved of this plan
would, in all likelihood, accept such
an invitation, and thus the first real
step towards rehabilitating Europe
would have been taken.

Turn to Housing and the possibili-
ties are even more bright. Labor in
power could:

(1) Safeguard the tenants by esta-
blishing the principle that until there
is a sufficiency of houses there shall be
no evictions and no increase of rents.

(2) Seart. & national housing
scheme through the local“authorities
with a view to meeting the admitted
shortages. In doing this it would:—

(a) Take the necessary steps to
prevent the building trusts from fleec-
ing the public by churging exorbitant
prices.

(b) Prevent the private building
speculators from erecting “‘rabbit-
Kutches” at remts it only for man-
sions.

(c) Secure the local authorities by
loans at the lowest possible rate of
interest.

(d) Leave the local authorities to
act as the primary authority, subject
to the requirements laid down in the
housing law. These requirements
would include the abolition of slum

the Party's persi and ¢
declarations regarding unemployment
but it would show the general body
of electors that, despite difficulties
and dangers, the Labor Movement is
prepared to shoulder the burdens of
power in order to set the country on
the path to a solution of its problefns.

Moreover, apart altogether from
these psychological results, Labor in
power could by administrative mea-
|sure and by legislation' take steps to
dc-l with three

of the country’s most
problems—Unemployment,
{ Housing, Foreign Affairs.

‘ Let us take the last first and con-
nder what could be done without the
| slightest possibility of the proposals
in the
Labour in power could:

i | pressing

tive reviewed the situation further, |

Commons.

(1) Put the Russian to

property and insanitary dwellings.
The effect of such a scheme would
be to reduce unemployment and
thereby relieve the Exchequer and the
Local Authorities of considerable ex-
penditure. Bat still further measures
for meeting unemployment could bc
taken by administrative or legisl
action. Labor in power could:
(1) Extend and develop the Trade
Facilities Act, under which credits
are advanced to. enterprises both
home and foreign, which entail em-
ployment for'the British Worker.
(2) Set on foot National Schemes
for the development of Roads, Water-
ways, Land Declamation, and Affor-
estation.
(3) Fix the leaving age from
-ckool of children at 16, and make

rights once and for all by giving full
and complete Recognition that
country. The only opposition to this
would come from a small section of
the Tory Party.

(2) Call an International Confer-
ence to deal with the problems of
Reparations, War Debts, and the Ver-
sailles Treaty. To ‘that conference

for Mai Grants in
ordor to relieve the parents financial
strain.

In order to find money for these
enterprises drastic ecomomies could
be eff d in di on the
Army, Navy and Alr Services, which
could be brought back to pre-war
costs, the Singapore escapade could
be ended, steps could be taken to se-
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The Independent Order of Foresters
THREE NEW FORMS OF POLICIES NOW BEING ISSUED
BY THE SOCIETY.
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that must be kept ‘in
operation, and that the steel workers
who desire to live well must not stand
too strictly on the eight-hour six-day
week. In the United States the steel
furnace crews have been terribly
over-worked until this year. Only
men in the finest physical condition

bu-mﬁywn&. It would ap-
pear that the new A i

mmwrmnu

could long stand the strain of a twelve |4
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©st., and NHeatreal, P. Q.

BOX CO.
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1 to the b of steel pro-
duction than the 48 hour week o4'.-
blished in continental Europe after

mony, living in to great luxury. gam-

the upheaval of 1918.
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you “put by ” at the pre-

Enough to pay a doc-
tor in case of sudden
* illness in your family?
Enough to make a
payment on a home
should you be offered
a bargain? Enoughto
take advantage of a
sudden business op-

Keep ever before you the importance to yourself
of saving money regularly and persistently.

THE ROYAL BANK
OF CANADA

Total Resources over $500,000,000
Over 680 Canadian Branches

LIMITED

MO“MW‘T”EM‘C&.

SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS. $ 361,777.97
Insure with the Old Canadian

for the curtailment of

floated.

to make out.

before then an

intensive

difficult.

up a detailed scheme for the applica-
tion of the principle.
More Reforms.

But apart from that,
power could:

(1) Reduce the taxes on tea, sugar,
coffee, cocos, and abolish the en-
tertainments tax.

(2) Make up the deficit thus caus-
ed by raising the super-tax and in-
creasing the death duties on the un-
derstanding that,
of the legislation needed to imple-

would be removed.

(3) Iaclude a proposal for the tax-
ation of land values.

Such a budget would not be fought
against, except by a section of the
Tories.

Nor would this end the list of re-

plish. It would be possible for it:
(1) To abolish Royalties on coal
and ether mining.

(2) Re-establish the

Agricultural
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Capital Paid Up $2,000,000

cure international agreement on the  Wages Boards,
lines of the Washington Conference |to farmers, offer a subsidy prowid

The problem of the Budget is no!'
nearly as insuperable as people try | lonh
On the Capital Levyg

there must be another election, and | | Age Pensions, and later,

ment the Capital Levy, these nxe-)

forms Labor in power could accom- |

NATIONAL TRUST (0.

1822 KING EAST, TORONTO
|

Tueoda) Janunr) 15th, 1924,

el

give Credit Faciliti

armies, .I' ‘hc,f was l(fmrl\‘ &onl(o' over P
forces, and underwater craft. Finally | | duction and prices.
a Britain Developmem Loan could be

(3) Prevent any further inroads
{ Education, Trade Boards, Factory |
spection, Medical Service and

(4) Remove the disabilities on O

campaign | receipt from the Land Values Ta
of education as fo what the Levy is, | {to operate a ac

who will be touched by it, how it will | P
work, and who are the people who |
have it in their power to make things |
And, in addition, Ttnauvygon

experts could be sent to work to draw |

heme for Mothers
ensions.

; A Great Record

Then labor could go the countr
this record of work doné, coup

| §ith its proposal for a Capital

{to reduce the War Debt, the natie

Mines, Railways, Eless
Land Reform, Fu

| alization of
{ trical Power,

Labor in |and Better Education, and its Geners

jsocul Programme.
The work sketched out above is 6F
‘l character that no party dare oppose
Y-nd hope to live, It is admittedly
admitedly beneficial, .q-
mittedly useful, and the party, of
!pll‘lltl that attempted to obstruct @

neccmvy

with the passing |would receive short shrifts from the

electors when the Labor Governmest
appealed to it

Labor has nothing to lose b’b
coming the Governments, and much
to gan. =
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The Riverdale Lumber Co.

j Rough and Dressed Lumber

Interior Trim, Ete. .

677 QUEEN ST. E, TORONTO, Ount..
Telephone Gerrard 2344,

Established 1884. Main 2453
THOMSON BROS. LTD.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
312 Ryrie Bldg. Toronte, Ont.

Night Phones
Kenwood 6650 Parkdale 3302
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