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THE RIVER.
llivcrH. like iither feiitiire« of the landsc.ipe, leave their own

impress .,|,o„ the eonoe,,tion» of the people assoeiate.l with them-
imparting to them either an ideal of eiroums. ribed and playful
domestieity. or of adventure and broad and far-reaehing gravity' •,«

the ease may be -shallow and contraeted, or deep and expansive
A small stream issues from Silver Lake, a plaeid sheet of water

iSelby Lake.i

in N' .rth.r,, Verm ,:,t; anrl with a proflivity entirely its own.eomes
HteabuKaeross -the line," winding between the hills as if to elude
pursuers. Then it makes a dash for the fertile lands of Missism.oi in
the Kiebelieu Valley.

Little Lake Brook hurries down from Selbv Lake, among the
hills of Dunham, to meet it. The two embraee and .-almlv andreHeotively saunter along as one.

By the av?tiee of man, the river is soon eaptured, however a.,d
set to work

;
and with the blunt direetness of our Knglish speee'h. it



i»nam...l I'ik.. liiv..,-. ,„. «umal,ly from the pike that ah,„„„l i„ its
h.w.T coiirs,.. tt-licn. it iH more gracefully named hy tlie French
I'ailadiiii.s "l.a Riviere

a-,ix Urochets." Hliii^li fit-

tingly };ivcs the river the

f |remo^t place in the irn-

ajiination.

After it has attained

some iniportariee in in-

dusti-ialriicles. ;v,-i> other

little I'o ti n I I' y consitiH.

Noi'l h l!ranr-h aiuK Iroat 'h

Cri-ek. fromthe noilh and
sonih re<|iei-tively. Join

•the s\vil>l."eaell, in clavs
(IROAT'S CUKEK.



(jrjiu^ liy, bearinj; its ciintl'Mitltiiin iif llooil wixiil. saw dUHt and tan

bark t'vidciuM' ol'tnil.

Kvrii ti> this (lay do tlic Wull-frojjs up (;n>at'H Cri^ck crdak '-More

nini, Mor<' nun," heredity, transmitted from the days of the old

distillery. I If they litter that after they reaeh Bedford they are shot!

I'rorii head to foot. Pike Hiver would measure seareely more than
a dozen miles, as the crow flies, Vet hy its wanderings arou-id eorn

fields, and thruu);h thii'kets and meadows, it seems to he "yiiiK

truant, or trying to prove the truth of the old adage: "The i gest

way around, the safest way home." Or, perhaps, to inerease its

usef.ilness, it winds in and out. forming peninsulas, islands, eapes

and prom(intt)ries. worthy of nature's kindergarten
; until it attains

a length of thirty miles or thereahonts before it leaves oft' its "hide

a:id seek" play and prattle and assumes a gravity befitting the end
of its eourse, where it silently merges into .Missiscpioi Bay. on the

Canadian frontier.

Where the River empties into Lake f'hamplain



r h.iil jiisi rctnnicit licirni- sficr sninc moritliH alisfiici' Mclliiif; my
•(iol.l-l)earinjt trees; Tw.. erops olniiKKi.tsa year I" and hi.il thn.wii
myself (l„wn in tlie iiivitirij; shade of a cUimp (if alliens thai fringed
the Ki-assy hank of the river wherein I nsed u> swim witli my eousins.
tlie shiners and tadjiDles. for I am related ti> all erei.iion.

With my head resiinj? c.n the 'ioft warm turf. I lay like a huui-
eoeoun. in peac'efiil repose, sneh as I had not felt since the ilays of
my hnyhood when I nseil to tell the truth. The soothing monotony
of sonnds the whispering ofthe leaves, tlie seaseless pnrlinK of the
stream, with the suhdned conversation of the hirds. crick. |» and
arasshoppers all ciinliined. wound me in a well of diowsv forL'ct-
fillness. * ^

.Mill Pond at Stanhridne Kast.

All at once I sprang to my feet with deflance in my teeth. A
eommandint; voice, ajiparently at my very ear, had awakened me
with thefamiliar -lio 'round !" I had spent months (roinK 'round
and had come home to rest. I thought it was Sybil, hut I beheld
only an obstreperous frofr. His coniiianions werl> saying 'Chumii

!

Chump I" I had already chumped.''



1 winkfil lianl arwl rnlilicil my cyis tn niaki' sun' tliiit tin- scene
l)i'r.)n' me WiiA nut a <li-liiMii)ii. Then l<«ikin(; up anil down tlie

ilwindled Btreani. I sat dciwn mi ilu- liank and fell tn nuiHin({: '('an
this he the river wlioHe l>readlli and depth hail seemed si> \ ast tii me
hefore I had travelled •?" "Kivers." I saidtii myself, "seem ti> have
a e ):iscinus pi-rMi);iality. and like mortals, their seasons of aelivity,
sometimes an-imntint; to violence, siceeeeded by plaeidity and even
playfniness." Here I smiled, as I asked myself. "Is it the river or
Sybil, that dominates my thoirj^hts '.

"

! Bend in the River at Krelighshurg i

Then my reverie moved on again in unison with the gliding flow
of the current

;
'As the year oil on, streams that w?re once of

considerable size and co-workers with man, have lost their chief
employment through the aggressiveness of science. And like their

human c )unterp:irt. wh;'n superseded by the new. have often
dwindled down to insignitlcance."



"AIuh! while w..paK„lywau.h and enjoy „„. ,lev.lo,,„,ent. of
the present, there in Htill a,mnK of rPKm at parting from the oldway, wth which our loved one« of former dayH were asHo.iated "

"Surely," said I, "amonK the dwellerH in the viUageH and ham-
letH strung along thU little stream, like precious heads o„ a ehaplet
there must he affinity. In their infancy they were soothed hv thesame lullaby; in their childhood they bathed and sported in thesame waters; in the dreams of youth its nightly serenade has been
to them a song of far-off oceans of bliss to which thev are hastening.
And .n the end they desire to slumber within range of the familiar
sound of its tranquilizing voice."

(Past happy homes at Riceburg.i

Thai, a new idea struck me-.'Why. this river is historical!Mrange, I never thought of it before!"
-It has been running ever since ever since -the Declaration of

In lepend. nee. when the water of Silver Lake, rose, overflowed its
. niks and bcy.n to drizzle away into Canada and here it is running
.vet. And o,„- milk has l>eenw.itered with it till we are bubbling



tc.laj wiih,lili,ti.,l human kin<l.,e»» the inion.atioi.al • •alfa„,l alf •'

•This water ought to he bottled hefore the river runs <lrv.
.Strange. I never thiiucht of it before !"

in., .'ari'h '°n '?
""'''"^'""'-» "'«'' "I'oek on the fae: of the seeth

W» into n ,

""' ''"• ^''"' *"" "' ''" "" ««f""- ' knew it.hurst into a love SOUR. But don't tell Syl)iU
'rhen'sa voir,, r hat lonies tc. uie
In IllelMiMsrsolrhedav

\Vilhlhei„oini.,K's,.a;.|vKh-.lln,
With the iwiliKhl'sduskv die,
And it idw.iys si-mis to .,iv: -

-Krci... li,.,-!'

j-^-m-'h^,
% >•«> Vi. t-

( Shady Bank at Stanbridge Kast.)

^'e», you're free to do as we—
Hun our lai e where bounds are set,
Well he(l(5ed in on evi'ry side,
Tho' we each have our spring-tidi
"I-est the people should forget,''
We're '-free— fret-

.'"



>"ll "I'll' l'l<'<' I" iviiy riic

On youi' Imsiiin liiiiKHKii.

Will, llic,„,ni"„l,.» Ml „„ i,.,t
Xcstli'd ,|,,s,. Iif-iil.. yr.lll- IllTJlsl,

Sdi.llif.l liy vnuilc.lii'.stlliil How
-Five-. IV,.,.!'

I B )atins at .Stanbridge East
V,>iri,.il,.sr.,.nilc,l fi,>iii th,. '-Kii',.:"

Tim' yciii \vliis|i,.|' it t,> ,I;iy

Sliyiii)f iiMiiiil .iiniiiiK till' hills.

Yet, y'"ri<M.;iii^lit ti)i-iiii the mills,
Viiirily niiw y,>ii s,.|.in ti) s.iy; —
'Kl ,.^r,.|.,.iv

Km- it iilwiiys si.,.iiis tci me
Tliiit yiMii- iMliiii' is III play—
That your v,iii-|. is iiiif iif pain
While yim (Tii,,,! t|„. lai'iiifis Klain.
Only at tl I.ise if ilay

Ale y I'ri.f I'l
."



lAttack on thp rlnm iit Freligh^burg,



Mioli ! Imw Piii^'liiy y.ni r.m Ih*

In I lit- ^inin^ \\ Inn iiiitun''-^ un^li

All inriii's |ioiiiiii^ in your pjilh I

SwmIiii with iKp-ahil t'ntiiiiin^ ui.itli,

Tlifti yiMi ri^i* jriil iiiiikf a i •t'-li

Tno'-fif.- fir.-.'

.'\ii\liMi>l\' wi' rill) liisff

^'lM( attfirk III)- i»|i|M).siii^ iliilii.

Kick lilt- III lil^i- atiil kii(M-k iIm- mill

:

Knjit iti^ t lit'ii. > <Mi siiiili'li n •.ill.

IMnii^iiiK '''I with ifrklf-» JMiii,

'|"u I..- tli'i* fl.-.-.
'

Chii'Hy thi>iijili. \\<-'i.' wont In src

Hi|i|)linK hf.-nity where yuii ^Mih-

Kuiniil the hilU .-iml thi-oui^h the
|

III ;iihI nut aiiinn^ the ^laili.

Till ynii'ie datieinj; with lake liih-

\ll.l -'fiee lire."



Il.ilf V • cli.'il III liii'ii il I

Tmii- Irxil vril I'm mmIi ii» wc.
Ill till' iKKlls Ih'IiiH III!' Ii«k».
'I'lii'ii' ». pliivi'il ill iwiiiii.', |i,„k,.
Ami Wi'll- ;lll »i>kI/i,| u, lie

••I'-l.... fl,.,.,"

(Mill Pond and Iron Bridge at Frelinhnburtf-

Kvi'i-y iivt'rlian^inif Iri'c

Bi'iiils.i l)iiunll til snatch a kiss.

And in t-viTv sunny [itacf

liiiM-fioK iiinifs witli liliiiiiiiin); t'ai..;

Uy his siiiilt' \\r si'c 'tis liliss

'I'll I I'lCf I'ICI-.''

"I'is a joy indiMMl to sfi'

Ki'atlicifd tloi'ks and tinny si-houls.

All within so small i-mliraci-.

Ti-II nil', will yon y wlifii' Iht- plart* -

W'lu'i-i' so many in tin- pools.

And vi't. so •I'lro tin-;-"



Villi ^liivi'l Kliivv ;lhil »i ilii \Vi'

A« Hi' iliHW ihmii'i III ih,' »iii,

Oiii- iiiiitli i, „nltiliil liM In'liiml.

'I'" I ' lliiillillK nil Ihf niiiil,

Ki'liiiii II (ijiii III' villi iiiiil nil'

Tllllt'» l'\l;l' l'li','-i' III'.'.

^'' ' I 'li'il'iii-! •riii'^iiim i,,!} 1.1 a» liini<,i« llii'iUi'i iiiiihis

I'li'i' mill ,in l.,H li's, ii„ III,' ..pi'in^ fi,'>lii'i.

fiiml my Hil'i'iliihi'i |„'„iil ! Sl„. »,.iilil hiilil guilty, r.li' r,,-

linn, .Syl.il is ;isii,ilili;inHlll'il.i,ti' iif I III' livi'l' ,is ,ii,' 1 1„. « i|,l ,|,|,'k,

Ih.il liliiiiKi' in il-»iil.'l-«. i.rlli.. Hill,,»«l|,„i f,i„„,. I,, |,„„|>,. Anil
sill' mil's Willi ihi' Huili.ii'iiy ,,f |(i„n,i.

Boating at "Bedford, i

Sybil- No. I mean the river—after the Ian mill on its course m
passed, may neem to the I'asual observer, to have nothing more to
offer. But the sportsman and the fisherman find here a happy hunt-
ing ground.

It is a fiivorite resort for ducks and wild geese; while its waters
are teeming with choice varieties of lake fish The mink and the
nmsk rat b'.irrow in its banks.



I Miinufactiii-inK Power lit Hfcl!i>r(l.i

These- |.OHHeM»ii>nH of the Htreiiiu em, never he Biippliuited hy
moileni discoveries or inventions. Tliey stil] exiBt to the .leliglit .if

those who love to Hinj; themselves into tlie open arms of Nature for
rest or recrejition.

One l>right afternoon last spring Sybil and I were driving where
the road lies along the river hank near the fishing ground.
I.uighter and noisy talk of men and hoys arresteil our attention.
The men were seen holdini; a net against the eurrent, wl le the hoys
w.-:it fHrther up the stream and heat with sticks ui>on the water,
<lriving the Hsh against the out- pread net. vvhleh on heing dragged
to the shore, yielded a hounlif.il "ealch." There were hass, |iike,

pi'lf 'rel, s;ick.-rs and hull-pout-;. The little tlslies had wriggled
throu;;h the meshes and eseaped.

•There." said I, 'That illustrates the law of eompensalion the
adv.mt.ige on)eing of -mall ae.-ouul in llie world." "liut." exelaini-



cl SyMI, .ri„n,ph,„;.ly. ••V„„ w.t.. ..auKht ;- ..Vh! v™, ,.„„,,ht
once „„,| „ni Ntill ti. 1,1 i„ „ „ilk..n iiH," I r.pli.-.l le,„l..rl'

^
^^

••Now, I(,..l«... ,1„„>: Y,..i know I ,.,.„, he,.r that »,.rt of

••TlK.re,'H«i,ll..„ee,l,«t old h..n,lo..k tr,... ,u Ih.- loot „f ,he
rapMU.. Th,.r.- ,.».,, ,„ ,,e ,. «.,„.,r ,„er.., ,.„.l „,o„,,h
<•«..... »,,. a .li„tai,.-.of ,,vo mil..H, for ...rKoM of hin.hor that they ..on-
v.ye,l i„ Whifhall, tluix.. to varlo.m ,,oi„,«. Thl» wn» a' buny
place in tho»e ,Iay». There are the remainn ol the ol.I »aw mill nea"r
the .Inmhelow the Krl.l mill. ,lo yon „ee'.. Ami thin roa.l «•«» the
"tn^e route from New York «nrl Ho»t„n to Montreal. It ,r„H.e,l the
eoverel brl.lRe a little farther up ,t ream, almost In-iKht fr.,m here "

(At the village of Pike River..

"Don't tell me any.hing more I shall have a historic fit

O.dear!" exclaimed.Syl.il. pretending to fan herself. I whistled
'I.:uiaj{an-s Ball," to s.iothe her nerves it used to put the babv to
sleep.



Then we watched the sport from our carriage, in the shade of a
willow. In thi meantime 1 made a whistle such as I had made in

my boyhood up the river. Cutting a basswood shoot, I shortcneii it

to the desired length and cut a ring through the bark which I loosen-

ed after repeated efforts. When I had cut an air-hole and a mouth-
piece, the instrument was complete. My horse is afraid of the

whl§tle ofan engine, and I hoped that this little device would ensure
our going home accelerakdA!

"Sybil'' I remarked, "look at that glowing sun-set. It furnishes

a golden setting to the animated scene which comprises the beauty
ofbudding life in varied forms. See the scattered elms erect with

gracefiil dignity, and gently nodding to the passing breeze, while

the humble alders huddle together in utter helplessness as they are

pushed aside and trampled upon. Even the river rushes on as if

"Oh, pshaw! I don't want t» hear any more of your high-

fallutin' stuff!'"

(Sybil is not imaginative.) So I kept still and watched the crows
now returned to their summer haunts. They flew back and forth,

cawing impatiently, waiting for the flshermen to leave off. Exper-
ience had led them to expect a share in the proceeds of the business.

Their discerning eyes had now detected a coupl:; of girls who stood

lingering by a stump at some distance watching the sport.

Caw! Caw! Presently half a dozen crows settled on a tree near

near by; then hopped from limb to limb, perking their heads at the

girls as if to get a better view of the spring styles in feathers.

And away flew Sybil. While she was making the acquaintance

of the girls a chorus of tree-toads of numbers iniiumerable, set up a

jubilation that filled all space, though not a toad was seen, nor a

w >rJ uttared. But I understood it, and clothed it in our own
language for the Historical Society, for is not their "Jubilate'' older

than the memory of man ?

Di^cp hidden in the ^rass and sed^i's,

WhtMi winter's eolil has ceaned.

We hiinible fi-ogs on tlie outer edges,,

'.Mong guests ji* the vernal feast.



Tlill foitli mil- i'liiiito sweet (Irvotiiiii

To initmc unci to kin,

In joyous silvciy coniniotion—
A tiutin al) 'loiis din.

Oin- niinKli'd notes fi-oni tluoat.s unnnnilM'ml.
Along the t>iooklet» ihiK.

Awakening life that long has shnnheied
With tl;e ecstasy of spi ing!

A distant wood-peeker marked the time with his "Bat-tat-tat."
Through the exultant song ran ever the voice of the river in

clear and liquid monotone.



TO THE PINNACLE.
Mls-ilS(^rol <((IN'TY.

I Distant view i)i Frt*lij*lislnirjj.;

TIh' d.Hvs in;iy <|jv\ II iinil >inis ni.iy set,

Till ycfiis cn'cpdii .nifi \v<- ('(iijirt

Tilt* fliJirijict'dl sciMifs of litVs s|n inji; linit

It It. ii)otl«.| .Muiini. yoM ^l;iii<UiilitiMH> -

A ininiuiiti'iit (if >:i^ti_t"i(s( rit'ss.

The warnh'l't'i- r.in scuicc sii|i|>lf'ss

A rmul <l»'-ilt' Id kiss yniii- liiuw;

His iiwti li^-'lits lip wiih fi-i\»'nt miI"^*'-

W'lU'll >iK| ;iiU;iiii'r ll|)(i|l III- \ IcW,

A> ifoUl l.-vr yon wmita n-ti.-w.

Ill 4-IiildhotMrs (I lys wi- sindicil yon -

Vouf v.nicd >li.iilrs tiiMii jj;n'y lo hliu-,

Wlicn ymi Wcli- hlin*. tliiMi \\r writ- insc.

ir "rn-iit h ;i {-loiiil you soii«{lit ic|io>(*.

Wf w.'Hi-hed till yon nnvi-ilcd, lo tvm-v

Thf --i^riis ot iilfitsnn' on \ onr t'.n-c.

Wore you it while r;i|( 1 lu ou>fh t lit- d;iy,

W'f Wfif condoled wiih In-doot |il.iy.



>'iM| In-.ii a Inhl .|,„| ,,1, y.HIl lic-M.l -

III liM'liv Ii.iimI In miImmiIiii.' IiiI.

U'l' I'lillili.'li lllllil wr I'lMlllll III!- |,h|,'|.:

Ami ilinc H ith kI,i~~ «,--ii|| hi.iy ii.ii'

SI l,;iH|,.,l.r'v ..r...i,l lii,ij,.,|i,- lli.vv:

-MiMiiil liny il- ~|,ii, ., ill ,Miili«lil u'liin.

isiimniit (il'tlir I'iniiacl.'. i

Ami lilllv I'iki' wli.iM- »,iii.|» j;li'.iiii

Alm.iif; Ihv II.-.-. with (;liiiliii:r luMiii

l.iki- III.- >milH .il .'hii.ll I „||,.|| -li, „.,.||

III ttli.il|iM-s lll|-,Mlj;li a I llif;l,-,| -III.,. II

A \vil.li-iiii-s> ..l^jiiiili-ii i-iiil^^.

'riiiiill[;li \v..imI> anil ails llii- liv.-l |iiiiN,

I'a-I lia|i|iy li.'M^-^ ami liliiiiiiiiii); faiins.

Till- lallil'-. a pifJ-Hw'liill .if ilialiil>.

Til.- i.MiK an- Inul pallis -.-.-n tj In-i,-;
'I'll.- .-hilii|.. an- li.iiii.- >l.a.i.> lar ami m-ar-.
Anil v.m. il.-.ii- Ml. ml. tin- >.-iiliii.-l

Th.ll ^lali.l- ti. s,..- Iliat "all i- Wi-il
"



I*rinlc(l hv

A. T. (lOfl.l), Printkr AND STATIONBR,

IIKIIFOKII. (Jl'K.



ERRATA.

On the foregoing pages

for acoeleramla read

' modist
•• pasture
" staid fastness

" curies
•' averlce

accelerando

modest
parterre
steadfastness

curls

avarice




