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Gleans from the Jounux]ﬂu of the World ail that 15
new in Medicine, Swryevy and Pharmacy, placing
monthly before its readers in a condensed jorm
Medical, Surqical, Obstetrical and Pharmical
adrvances in both hemispheres,

Winxieee, OcroBer, 1389,

THE DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD.

BY JOHN M. PEACJOCKE, M.D.

Read before the Medical Society of the County of Kings.
From the Brooklyn Medical Journal.

The recent researches of Pasteur into
the cause of an outbreak of churbon have
thrown wmuch light on the etiology of that
disease. “A sheep which had died of
charbon (or anthrax) was buried at the
depth of twenty feet in the ground, in a
field which, for ten or twelve years after,
ceased to be used as a pasture-ground.
After that length of time some healthy
sheep were pastured in that field ; soon
after, thiree sheep were taken ill and died
of charbon, at a time when the disease
did not exist in that locality or environs.
Upon diligent investigation it was found
that the animal affected with charbon,
and which had been buried twenty feet
deep ten years before, was the cauvse of
this new breaking out of the disease.
Pasteur demonstrated that the germs of
the disease were brought to the surface
by earth-worms.”

These specific germs lying latent for

ten years were not destroyed by that -

length.of time, but still retained all their
vitality and were ready to germinate and
propagate disease on the first favorable
opportunity.

In the Clicago Medical Examiner of
August, ©1874, appeared the following ex-
tract from the Jedical Gazetle of Paris:—
“In the last remarkable report of -the
Faculty of Medicine of Saxe, Fsinhard
relates that nine large and sev’cral swaller
victims of the cattle plagze " were interred
at Dresden at a depth “of ten ur twelve
feet. It was found the next year that

" the water frozi a well situated one hun-
drea feet-from the pit in which the cattle
were. burxed had a feetid odor and contained

d

butyrateof lime. Atadistance of twenty
feet it had the disgusting tuste of butyric
acid, andeach quart contained about thirty
grains of thissubstance. The bodies were
subsequently disinierred and burned.” -

If eartb burial be so innocuous and the
products of the grave so harmless as many
assert, it is strange that in all well-orgar-
ized ccmmunities strict sanitary ordi-
nances are found essentizl for the manage-
ment of cemateries.

The possibility of the pollution of pot-
able water is shown by the enactwment.of
stringent Jaws regulating the opening of
wellsin the vicinity of burial places. The
planting of trees in cemeteries to absarb
the gasses evolved, and the coustruction
of belts of woodland to act as barriers to
the escape of noxious vapors, are strongly
advocated by many sanitarians. These
and- other hygienic requirements would
hardly be rendered necessary if ceraeteries
were not considered to be centres of con-
tamination and foci of infection.

Time will not permit extended reference '
to entombment. The monument erected
by Artemisia to the mewmory of Mausolus,

- the mausoleum of Hadrian, now the

castle of St. Angelo, and the pyramids,
have been tombs and the wonder of ages.
Viewing the practice of vomb burial in
a samtary light, an authority says the
dsnger of ‘“‘the placing of dead bodies in
tombs and vaultsis far greater than burial
in the ground. The eart;h, doubtless, does
absorb and decompose inté harmless pro<”
ducts a portion of the deleterious products
of 'decomposition; in tomb.-dnd vault
burial these products arc conﬁned and
allowed to escape en“masse “on  every
opening of the \al:m, or,-in the more im-
proved (1) vanlgs, are allowed constant
egress throlgh so-called veutilators.” This
statemcnt, thoufvb plausible, is not entirely
correct, as Dr. A N. Bell clear]y shows
in an editorial in the JSanitarian for
January, 1889, with special reference to
the Brooklyn water supply, that the dead
bodies are not exposed to the action of
the earth until long subseouent to the ac-
cess of the subsocil water, he practice of
interment everywhere being to so encase
the bodies as to protect them from contact
with the earth. The coffins and caskets
in general use retard instead of hastening



74

The Northern Luancer.

the decomposition of the body. In Eng-
land, burial in the solid coffin is regarded
by many as a source of danger, and, asa
result, the use of the “earth to carth”
casket i8 vigorously advocated. THis
coflin is constructed of perishable ma-
terial, such as paperanache or wicker
work. '
There remuins one other metkod of
preserving the body that is well worthy
of notice, and that bas pot received the
atténtion that its importance demands.
It isthe desiceation of the remains. Long
before the Spanish conquest the Peruvians
werc adepts in this mode of preserving
the dead. The bodies of the Incas, and
their queens and couvtiess numbers of
their subjects, testify tv this. The inter-
esting question is often asked whether
the ancient Peruvians embalmed their
corpses or whether the bodies owe their
zood preservation to the influence of the
climate which is so conducive to mum-
mification. -Senor Rivero, the director of
the National Museum at Lima, having ex-
amined hundreds of mummies, was urable
to find zny prescrvative substance in
them. It is true that in the skulls a
brown or blackish 1sass, in dust or small
pieces, has been found, but a chemical
and microscopical analysis has proved that
the dust and the pieces were composed of
cerebral fat and globules of dried blood.
All the mummies contain the brain and
irtestines, and in none of them could
Rivero discover any incision which would
have been necessary for evisceration had
the bodies been subject to embalmment.
In the mummy of a child found by Dr.
Von Schudi, and which is now in the
Imperial "Academy of St. Patersburgh,
the ribs of the left side were detached
from the sternum, exposing the thoracic
and part of the abdominal cavities, p'ainly
showing the heart, with the pericardium,
‘the shrivelled lungs, the diaphragm, the
transverse colon, and portion of the small
intestives. These facts prove that the
Peruvians did ot have recourse in the
preservation of the dead to any elaborate
process of embalming as customary among
tho Egyptians. The bodies were sirply
dessicuted by exposure to the air. The
neated soil and calrined sand on'the coast
dried the corpse, and the pure cold air

and dry winds of the interior did the
same thing.

In Peru the animals that drop Uy the
wayside will be found at theend of monthe
entire, not corrupted, but dried. On the
highway from Areqnipa to Lima a number
of the muammified animals are to be
seen, axd which serve as landmarks to in-
dicate the road when the wind covers it
with sand. The climatic conditions of
the imperial city of Cazco are very favor-
able to the desiccating process. Here, in
the great tempie of the sur, the remains
of the Incas have been discovered in a
marvellous and life-like condition. Cuzco,
the mosi uov’ent city of Peru, husan .
elevation of {1,380 feet above the sea,
Surrounder by lofty and snowclad moun-
tains, it might be supposed to possess a
cold, not to say frigid, climate; bLut its
temperature, though ¢rol, is seldomn
freezing. In what iz caiied the winter -
season, from May to November, the pas-
tures and fields are dry and withered,
more from drought than from frost.

La Casas desoribes the Peruvian burial
rites, as follows : - “The dead are wrapped
in the skin ot the llama, then clothed and
deposited in a sitting posture. The doors
of the tombs, which are all towards the
east, are then closed with stone or clay.
At the end of a year, when the body be.
comes dry, the doors are again opened-
There is no bad odor, because the skins in
which the bodies are placed are sewn up
very closely, and froxm the cold they soon
become mummiex.”

Travelers in Africa have found bodies
of camels, which had evidently died of
fatigue in the desert, to be so dried and
preserved by the heat of the san that no
evidences of post-mortem decay was dis-
covered. The atmosphere of :our North-
west Territories is, in some places, so dry
that'the snows of winter pass off from the
ground without leaving it wet, and mum-
mified buffalo have heen found on the
plains of Colorado.. 3. hen freshly killed
meat is subjected to a dry summer heat,
it is rapidly converted into the well-known
Jjerked beef of the plnins. Dried apples,
peaches, and other fruits are familiar ex-
amples to every, Jousekeeper of desiccated
vegetable matter. This method of pres-
ervetion is as widely kaown as it is prim-
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itive, and clearly indicates that absence of

moisture prevents decomposition of or-
" ganic material, or, in other words, desic-

cation takes the place of putrefaction.

Dr. G. Bayles, of Orange, N. J., in
1874, brought before the Public Health
Associstion the method of disposal of the
dend by desiceation. He tersely remarks:
“1 can hardly conceive it necessary,
therefore, in presenting the subject, to
centre all our thoughts and experimental
operations upon one method, and that a
reduction solely by means of firc. Has
modern chemistry no other resources !
Have our electrologists no practical ideas
to present, drawn from their magazine
of power? Why inay there not be a
system of thorough desiceation? The
desert sands have buried and desicented
many thousands of unfortunate travellers
as well as their camels. We have aa un-
broken and relisble chain of evidence-
sufficient in itself to establish the fact
that by excluding moisture and guarding
azuinst excessive changes of temperature
we can effect - desicention upon  whole
bodies, and that they would continue en-
tire and inoffensive for a length of time
which we cannot measure.”

The seed sown by Dr. Bayles fifteen
years ago did not fall upon stony ground,
as to-clay it is bringing forth fruit. The
desiceating  method, s a proper means

- for the disposal of the dead, is now en-
gaging the attention of many sanitarians
and scientists, and in due time will be
presented for public attention and inves-
tigation. In this® process, as now con-
ducted, the corpse is placed in a chamber
constructed with pipes so arranged.as to
bring fresh dry air into them and ton-
duct it through the casket, and by foreed
draughts through central firrmace, where
all the gases and ‘uids taker: from the

body are consumed: The air-current is -

sufficiently rapid to make an entire
change in the space every two seconds,
. When desiceation begins, the chamber
contairing the body is hermetically
sealed, excepts as respects the inlet and
_outlet, passages for air, which are closed
when the process is completed. It is in-
tended to deposit the desiceated remmins
in mausoleums which are to be construct-
ed with a view to durability of material,

~amnation.

beauty of designs, and protection from
ghouls, The desiccating method has for
Its busis the fact that in all animal tissue
water is present in greater or less pro-
pertion, forming about two-thirds of the
weight of the whole body. A man weigh-
ing 165 Ihs, if completely drivd,-wsaid
therefcre lose about 110 |hs, from the
evaporation of water. An opportunity
was lately afforded me of inspecting and
examining the body of a man under-
going the process of desiccation. The
remeins lay in a glass-covered merallic
case, havin~ been placed therein about
nine monti.s ago, and at that time weigh-
ed 160 or 170 lbs. Judging by the dried-
up appewrance of the body, I presume
that to>-day it does not weigh over 60 Ibs,
The muscles of the trunk, and especially
of the extremities, aro shrunken and
hard. The integument is dry and feels
leathery w the touch. The countenance
looks natural.  There is no discoloration
of the cuticle and no evidence of any de-
composition. A current of ordinary air
is admitted to the casket at one end, it
freely circelates around the bedy, and
escapes through a tube, plwed at the
other end, into & chimney or furnace
through which all thevolatile products
pass before mingling wilh the atmosphere,
- The desiccating process has many com-
mendable features. It complies with all
the sariitary requiremnents, and meets the
medico-legal demand that the evidence of
crime shall not be destroyed. The rapid
abstraction of moisture by this method
will do away with the factors in tae
production of ptomaines which might
vitiate the result of a chemico-legal ex-
This system is devoid of
everything that can shock sensative minds
or offerd refined tastes. Tt does not con-
flict with the widespread and dsepseatad
reverence felt for the remains of the dend.
The mnass of mankind looks not only with
aversion but with feelings akin to horror
on any process that aims at the immediate
destraction of the body. This may beall
sentiment; nevertheless no amount of
specious reasoning can readily or easily
overcome the tender and aniversal defer-
ence for the beloved departed, for it is
woven into the very warp and woof of.
the human heart, and has the religion,
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the tradition, and the custom of centuries
associated with it.

In eonclusion, it is well to remember
that various important discoveries and
many new ideas of science have been
ridiculed, declured  preposterous,  and
ntterly opposed. When Benjomin Frank-
lin made the discovery of the identity of
lightening und electricity, it was sneered
at, and the peorle asked, “Of what use
1s 1t?” Dr. Peter Barlow, a distinguished
scientist, declared the impracticability of
the electric telegraph.  Sir Humphrey
Davy argued against the uwse of illumi-
nating gas as a project without scientitic
value or even possibility.  The discovery
of the circulation of the blood by Harvey
was received with derision as the utter-
ance of a cracked-brain impostor.  When
Jenner introduced and established the
the practice of vaccination as a protection
against small-pox, the medical profession,
at first, refused to make trial of his pro-
cess.  He was accused of attempting to
bestinlize his species by inoculating the
human system with disensed matter from
a cow’s udder. Vaccination was denoune-
ed from the pulpit as being dinbolicad,
and the most monstrous statements re-
garding its effects were disseminated and
helieved.

With these examples in view, it is
evident that ths intreducticn of any
change in the present method of the dis-
posal of the dead will nuturally encounter
saspicior, eriticism, and opposition, ex-
cept in the case of the method of desic-
cation, which sees to have boen received,
so far as presented, with marked favor.

At a meeting of a cremation society in
Glasgow, a few months ago, Sir Spencer
Wells citell the case of a churchyard,
near Yorkshire, whe the bodies of people
who died of scarlet fever had been buried
thirty years before. A part of the
charchyard was closed, but it was after-
wards included in the garden of the
rector, who had it dug up, and in conse
quence of this the scarlet fever from
which those people had died thirty years
before broke out in the family of that
clergyman and spread to the surrounding
houses.

‘We all know or have read of instances
of sudden deatn from the poisonous gases

that emanate from the =oil where hunin
dead bodies have been buried, and all
such gases are well known to be sbsorh-
able by water, to say nothing of the dis-
ease germs which they float,

But if these gnses and germs are pent
up in air-tight caskets under ground, how
long they will reinain dapgerous, and yet
at all times subject to the lovsening of
their contines and gaining access to the
vatercourses, none of us know,

The author of the paper has alluded to
the grains of wheat foun< in the wrap-
pings of wummies. It is well known
that somne of these have been planted and
grown, and given name to a species of
wheat that is cultivated now in all wheat-
growing countries, called “mmzcmy wheat.”
This germ or seedling whent was not less
than three thousand years old.  How
mucir longer ther  three thousand years
it wight have remained in the mummy
cloth and still have lived and bloomed
under congenial conditions, may well be
asked of those, in answer to the question,
“ How long do you suppose a disease germ
would live?” I know of no reason why
it would not live just as long as a grain
of wheat would live, if placed under like
favorable conditions.

(7o be Coniinued ).

———

HAIR PASSED IN THE URINE.
BY WILLIAM O'NZILL, M.D., M.R.C.P., LOND.,
FHYSICIAN TO THE LINCOLN LUNATIC
HOSPITAL, ETC.

On May 5Hth, 1887, I was consulted by
Mr. A—— for disease of the bladder, one
very remarkable feature of the complaint
being that he passed hair in the urine.
The patient was fifty years of age, rather
short and stout, aad regalar and temper-
ate in his habits. = Twelve months before
he called upon me he began to suffer from
irritability of the bladder ; three months
after this he notived Lloocd in his arine;
and about five months subsequently to
the hwemorrhage he discovered hairs in
that fluid.  The hairs at the outset were
s.agie and not very numerous; but ss
time wert on they increased in number,
and some of them formed little tufts. The
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patient sometimes felt a sense of weight
and uneasiness in the region of the blad-
der, but he did not seem to have suflered
much pain, excepting occasionally when
in the acts of wicturition the flow of
urine was interrupted Ly clots of blood.
The hicmorrhage from its cormmencement
recurred  every tive or six weeks, but the
Lleeding was not very profuse at any
time. ln the attack preceding his calling
upon me, he thought, however, that he
had lost more blood than on any other
previous orcasion; nevertheless, he was
still a rundy-faced, healthy-looking mun.
He had declined in weight, bat this he
sceranted for by recently defective appe-
tite, and from being frequentiyv disturbed
in the night Ly the irritability of the hlad-
der.  The patient’s urire was abundunt,
averaging abous four quarts a day ; but
then he indulged in copious drafts of milk,
to which he was rather partial.  The
specific gravity of the urine ranged from
eight to tex degrees ; the reaction cf the
urine inclined to alkalinity, and when free
from dlood it contained merely a trace of
albumen, but po renal casts, mmucus, or
pus.  Floating in the urine, or lying on
the bottom of the chamber-vessel, now
end again could bLe seen particles of mat-
ter which the patient called “skins,” and
which to my unassisted eye looked like lit-
tle bits of coagulated albumen or tibrin
stained more or less with blood.  Alsoin
the urine at all times could be seen hairs;
more or less numerous, of various shades
of dark and light color, and varying iu
length frorn half an inch to two inches
and a half, and I have seen a few hairs
not less than four or five inches in length,
which he assured me he had drawn out of
the urethra.  On looking at some of ihe
ocdinary hairs that I chanced to have pre-
served, [ find the majority of them are
light in color, and that the thick and thin
ends are well marked, even in the most
downy specimens. When the urine
containud blood, the hairs assisted in form-
ing little clots, which the patient had
sometimes difficulty in voiding ; indeed,
it was this fact that first drew his atten-
tion to the hair.  As might be supposed,
some specimens of urine contained more
hair than others. On one occasion [
fished out of a chamber-vessel not quite

full of urine a small bali of hair. The
patient, who was a clever man, frequently
looked at the hairs through a wnicroscope,
and was familiar with their appearances
and peculiarities. T have had the urine
microscopically examined by two young
medical men, who i aldit'on to the hair
only found some blood-corpuscles, epithe-
lial scales, and on one occasion pus-cells.
‘Fo prevent any extrancous matter fiading
its wey into the urine I ordered the
chamwber-vessels to be always washed with
pure water before the patient passed urine
into them, and to he kept closely covered
till examination took place. In the carry-
ing out of these commands it v/a8 not an
common thing to see a row of six or cight
vessels arranged along the wall of the
patient’s bedroom ; the arrangement fre-
quently excited a little mirth ia some of
his relutives, wio could not see any use
for “ such a display of crockery.”

I moy say that with the excoption of
the bladder complaint Mr. A——- con-
sider=d himself in fairly zood health. His
pulse was rexular, his hzart and lungs
were suund, and there was little or no in-
crease of temperature. On account of the
hiematuria he ‘was ordered gallic acid
and hamamelis-virginica, and when the
h:nnorrhage was subdued he took nitric
neid, buchu, uva ursi, and strychnine. In
this way he went on slightly improving
until the sultry weather of August, when
he was attacked by most violent diarrhwa
and vomiting, and whilst in this state he
was suddenly seized with apoplexy, which
carried him off in & day or two. I was
told that the patient’s family was pecu-
liarly susceptible to bLowel affections,
which in its members generally ussume a
grave character, for two of his sisters and
a brother had died of intestinal diseases of
some kind.

In the absence of a post-mortem exami-
nation, it is impossible to say what the
state of the bindder was that gave origin
and growth to the hair which constantly
appeared in the patient’s urine. It may
have been that the ha:morrhage, the hair,
and the so-called *skins” came from the
same diseased surface, or from a tumor of
some sort in the bladder. I have an im-
pression that the blood proceeded from a
villous and papillomatous tumor, and that
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the hairs grew on the mucous membrane,
from which they were constantly shed.
Hair passed in the urine mustbea very
rare phenomenon, for, on referring to Dr.
Neale’s “Digest,” that valuable work
gives only two examples of it—-one pub-
lished in 7%e Lanect in the year 1960,
and the other in the British aud Foreign
Medico-Chirurgical Review foc 1874, [
regret that on neither of these papers am
Iable to Jay my hands.  Infrequent as
the disease is, it has been heard of by
some of the vendors of quack nostrums.
Before I had seen the patient, he had been
taking for several months a mixtare which
an accompanying advertisement stated
would cure many and various maladies,
and among the rest the disease which
caused hairs to grow in the bladder.

THE VELEPHONE AS A CAUSE
OF EAR TROUBLES.,

As civilization advances, new diseases
are not only discovered, hvt are actually
produced by the novel agencies which are
birought to bear on man’s body and mind.
The increase of insanity throughout the
world is unquestionably due to the “storm
an( stress” of our crowded modern life,
and almost every addition which science
makes to the convenience of the majority
seems to bring with it some new form of
suffering to the few. Railway travelling
Les its amart aliguidin ihe chape of slight
but possibly not unimportant jolting of the
nervous centres ; the electric light has al-
ready created a speciel form of ophthalmia,
and now we have the telephone indicted
. as a cause of ear troubles, which react on
the spirits, and indirectly on the general
health. M. Gelle has observed, not in
women only, but in strong-winded and
able-bodied men, symptoms of what we
may csll “ aural overpressure” caused by
thy condition_of almost constant strain of
the auditory apparatus, in which persons
who use the telephone much have to
sperd a . considerable portion of each
working'day. - In some cases, also, the
ear seemed to be irritated by the constant-
1y recurring sharp tinkle of the beli, or by
the nearness of the sounds .onveyed
thiough the tube, into. s state” of over-

sensitiveness which made it intolerant of
sound, as the eye, when inflamed or irri-
table, becomes unable to bear the light.
The patients suffered from nervous excita-
bility, with buzzing ncises in the ear, gid-
diness, and neuralgic pains.

INCUBATION PERIOD OF
LEPROSY.

Konig reports the case of a man, 32
years of age, who when he was 16 years
oid, came from Sweden into Norway. In
1876 he associated with another servant,
who was a leper, and who had open ulcers
on the lower extremities, and who a year
afterwards died of leprosy. He shared a
room with this man, and sometimes glept
in the same hed with him. He ate and
worked with him. For nine years after-
wards he was perfectly well, when in
August, 1586, after a chill, he developed
febrile symptons, which kept bim three
weeksin bed. Heagain appcared to bLe
quite well, when in June, 1887, he had
syraptons of congunctival catarrh, Tn
August of the same year he developed feb-
rile symptoms and unmistakable symptoms
of leprosy.  The author considers that,
as leprosy developed in a healthy man,
the son of healthy parents, who came from
a country where there is no leprosy, the
disease must bave been communizated to
him, and he assumes that the time of com-
munication was when he lived with the
leper. There was thns an incubation
period in this case of nine years.

AMERICAN ~PUBLIC HEALTH
ASSOCIATION.

This association meets in the hall of
the Brooklyn Institute, Washington, on
Oct. 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th inst.

This Associntion comprises over eight
hundred wembers, all devoted, officially
or therwise, to its declared purposo—the
advancement of sanitary scicnce and the
promotion of organizations and measures
for_ the practical application of public
hygiene. In the furtherance £ this pur-
pose it has met annually, Guring the last
sixteen years,in different cities of the
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United States and Canada, and has in
every instance had tho effect of grestly
stimulating public effort in the promotion
of health and measures for its mainte-
nance.

Applications for space may be made to
.any member of _the Commitiee on Ex-
hibits, accompanied with details as to
name and character of articles proposed,
space required, and the name and address
of applicant.

To cover the necessary expenses of the
exhibition each exhibitor will be charged
ten dollars, allowing him twenty square
feet of floor space, and thirty cents per
square foot for additional space, to be paid
on the second day of the exhibition.

All proposals for exhibition and appli-
eations for space are subject to the ap-
proval of the Committee on Exhibits,
and should, therefore, be made as prompt-
ly as practicable.

At the close of the exhibition the As-
sociation will award diplomas to- exhibi-
tors of specinlly meritorious articles based
upon the judgment of experts.

COMMITTEE ON EXRIBITS.

Col. J. W. Adams, C. E,, 153 Congress
street, Brooklyn; Robt. Van Buren, C. E.,
Department of Public Works, Brooklyn
A. L. Gihen, M. D, U. S.N,, U. 8. Naval
Hospital, Brooklin; W. C. Otterson,
M. D,, 144 Pierrepont street, Brooklyn;
Jerome Wilker, M. D, 8 Seventh avenue,
Brooklyn; F. D. Bu,ﬂe), M. D, 214
Madison avenue, Brooklyn.

IMPORTANCE OF EXAMINING
SPUTA FOR BACILLL

Dr. Hausman, of Meran, in a commu-
nieation to the Med.-Chir, Rundschau,
insists on the necessity of examining
_sputa for the tubercle bacilli of Koch in
all cases in which the diagnosis is at all
doubtful. He mentions the following in-
teresting case from his own pmcticc as
an example of this necessity. Years ago
a man who had been given up came
under his care in & ‘state of emaciation
and higt.fever, and suffering from diar-
rhien. The middle lobe of the right lung
~and the upper lobe of tho left lung down
‘to below the level of the nipple were

infiltrated and partly softened. The
sputum, which was nummuiar, sank in
water, and its quantity was immense.
Over a year ago a testis had been ye-
moved for tumour and abscesses. The
man had been sent to Meran for general
tuberculosis, and the symptoms were so
evident that a most unfavourable pro-
gnosis had to be made : indeed, the di-
sense had begun to attack the vertebre
and the meninges. The patient could
not bear to be touched, or to move his
budy, and seemed in extremis. Just at
this time Koch had published his views
on the stbject of tubercle baciili, and Dr.
Hausniun commenced o thorough exami-
nation of the secretion, believing hat
this undoubtedly specitic sputum would
guite accustom him to the wmicroscopic
appearance of tubercle bacill.  But
neither he nor Koch's own pupils found
the least trace of bacilli, though they re-
peated the examination frequently. The
patient who until then had avoided any
allusion to syphilis, admitted the posst-
bility of the latter being the cause of his
illness. Later on, :,haht osseous enlar-
gements were observed, and as there con-
tinued to he entire absence of tubercle
bacilli, syphilis was diagnosed. and the
correctness of this view of the case was
confirmed by the brilliant result of anti-
syphilitic treatment. The patient not
only aid not die, but in spite of the
serious lung defect and frequent relapses
of a clearly syphilitic origin, he remained
free from fever, diarrhiea, and from any
serious amount of pnin. Such signal
success would have been impossible
without examination for tubercle bacilli,
and the patient would certainly have
died. Indeed it was doubtful whether
there was any real need for the operation
of castration which had been performed.

FORENRIC MEDICINE.

We are indebted for receipt of the
American Law Register, with marked case
tried in the Supreme court of Wisconsin
—Lognet vs. The State. Tognet was
indicted, tried and convicted of murder
in the first deoree, aud ‘brought error.
The Judvmenc on this. being a reversal of
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the finding and sentence at the former
trial.  The latter being imprisonment for
life. The grounds on which this reversal
was granted were peculiar, and were
entirely based on the medical testimony
of Dr. Munroe and Dr. Olmstead, who
stated, that the deceased, who had died
shortly after he confinement, was
poisoned by arseric, supporting this
opinion on circumstantial evidence alone,
there having been no autopsy, there was
‘no direct evidence of its truth, though it
was strengthened by statements wade by
others,” A weak point, also in the pros-
- ecution, was that fourteen years had
elapsed between the commission of, and
trial for the offence, however, suficient
evidence was produced to secure a convic-
tion, and we now come to the medico legal
aspect of the case, namely: The grounds
on which a new trial was ordered. The
judge, in dclivering his judgment, says:
«We shall consider only such exceptions

as are the most important and-msterial.” -

Dr. Munrce made the only diagnosis of
the fatal sickness of the deceased, stating
+n the jury *he various symptoms that
came under his observation, while other
witnesses testified to other symptoms and
appearances.  On Ddeing asked by the
Atterdey-General : *“What are the symp-
toms of poisoning by arsenic?’ the coun-
sel for the prisorer ohjected, on the grcund
that the witness was not shown to be an
expert. The Court sustaining the objec-
tion until further examining as to his
qualifications. Now, though the qualifi-
‘cations of this gentleman were not of a
very high class, he had been in practice
for chirty years and was a member for
over twelve years of the County Medical
Society, he acknowledged to having no
expert training further than the general
knowledge of particular subjects that
men acquire from reading; and, further,
that ‘he had never seen a person die of
irritant poison; and, that his knowledge
of the syniptoms of arsenical or irritant
poisoning, was derived from his reading
scientificand other works ou that question.
Dr. Olmstead,  a Howmceeapathic practi-
tioner, gave evidence on Dr. Munroe’s testi-
mony, and declared that on that evidence,
‘he believed that-the woman was poisoned
“by arsenic, but admitted that he hac, never

seen a case of arsenical poisoning, and,
that his knowledge was derived from the
perusal of books and authorities on the
subject, There were two other medical
men examined, who were familiar with
arsenical poisoning, and who testified that
the symptoms detailed indicated poison-
ing by the administration of arsenic; but
the judge ruled their evidence as imma-
terial, and referred to a case, Boyle vs.
State (Wis.), where it was held that
medical works and authorities could not
be read in evidence. Mr. Justice Taylor
had laid down that if the bLook itself can-
not be rend in evideuce, the witness can-
not be permitted to give extracts from it,
depending on his memory for correctness.
The €nal judgment was given on the
grounds that the medical men had no
practical knowledge of cases of poisoning
by arsenic. and, thereiore, the cavse was
remanded for » new trial. If this de-
cision was to govern similar trials in other
places, it would indeed be a very serivus
matter, and regarding the long time which.
had elapsed between the supposed com-
mission of this offence and the accusation,
and bearing in mind the readiness with
which all doubt on the sulject might
have been set at rest by an avtopsy and
examination of the viscera, which most
medical men would naturaily insist on if
they entertained any doubts on the sulb-
ject. . It 1is improbable that any
English Court wouid entertain the charge.
The law as thus Juid down, is as weak in
theory as it would be dangerous in prac-
tice. A thorough knowledge of the
action and effect of drugs is essential in
all medical education and every tyro in
medicine is acquainted with the antidotes
for poisonous matters. He is taught by
professors and learns from various works
on the subject, the symptoms arising from
the cffects of various poisons, on the sys-
tem, and, though never having had any
practical.experience in this line, if, with-
out sofficient acumen to diagnose a case
of poisoning when he meets it, he has
certainly mistaken his profession. The
symptoms :arise from some cause, if not
from - disease, what gives rise to them
must, and it is presumed, alwaysis sought
for. Thousands of medical men pass
though life without seeing = single case of
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poisoning, either in their own practice or
in that of others. But if such a case
occurred in their professional work, is it
to be supposed that because they have
not absolutely seen a similar case, that
they are incompetent to form a correct
opinion on it, and an opinion deserving
respect and credence from all to who it
may be given.  Familiar with the symp-
tums of diseasc and its effect upon differ-
ent organs. These symptoms, without
any disease existing, wili immediately
awake suspicion and lead to enquiry
on the part of the medical man. So
familiar are practitioners of the present
day with the operation and -offects of
poisonous drugs and compounds, not from
practical experience themselves, but from
the inculcated and written experience of
others, that murder, by means of poisons,
is comparatively seldom met with, being
too risky of discovery, and, to reject a
medical man’s evidence on the groundsz of
his not being an expert, may be law, but
certainly is not justice.

EXCISION OF THE NECK AND
CONDYLE OF.THE RIGHT IN-
FERIOR MAXILLA FOR AN.
CHYI.0SIS OF THE TEMPORO-
MAXILLARY ARTICULATION.

BY C. P, HARRIGAN, M,D., OMAUA.

On April 10, 1889, I was consulted by
the parents of H. F., boy, age eight years,
for relief for an anchylosed condition of
the lower jaw, which, at this tiwe, had
«xisted some fourteen months.

During the month of August, 1887, the
Loy was kicked by a horse on the sym.
phisis of the lower jaw, producing a cut
ahout an inch and a half in length. The
neighbouring doctor was called in, who
sewed up the wound, tied .a bandage
round the boy’s head, and told the par-
entys the child would recover all right as
there was no fracture of the bione. The
wound healed micely, the stitches werc
removed on the fourth day, and the child
went about his play as usual.

He would, however; occasionslly eim-
plain about the upper portion of his
lower jaw causing pain, but the mother
paid no particalar attenvion to his ‘@m-

plaints. About three months after the
receipt of the injury, tbe mother noticed
that be did not open his jaws as wide as
formerly, and this condition gradually
grew worse antil there was complete
abolition of *he movements of the lower
Jaw, which projected forward and to the
right, so &s to leave an interspace between
the two jaws ol sufficient width to admit
the tip of my little tinger. .

Upon examination of the inferior max-
illary, I found a large callus filling up
the space between the neck  of the bone
and zygoma upon the right side of the
face. On April 17, assisted by Dr
George B. Ayres, I placed the boy under
the anwsthetic effect of chloroform, and
endeavoured by forcible extension to
separate the jaws, but without success.
I was unable to use the screw-gag on
account’ of the looseness of the teeth.
The patient was allowed to come from
under the influence of the anwesthetic.

I now advised the parents to have the
child subjected to the operation for ex-
cision of the neck and condyle of the
right inferior maxilla as the only measure
which could possibly restore the functions
of the lower jaw. To this they finally
gave their consent.

On April 26 the boy was again placed
under the influence of chloroform, and T
proceeded to do an excision of the con-
dyle and neck of the right inferior
maxilla. T did not foliow the T shaped
incision as laid down by most authors
who describe this operation, but began a
vertical incision just antevior to the root
of the zygoma, carrying my incision down
along the lower margin of the ramus to n
line drawn from the lobe of the ear to a
point midway between the nose and
mouth ; this line being the land-mark of
the Parotidduct us Inid down by Gray.

The transverse facinl artery was
necessarily cut in this incision, which was
seized by a foreeps and lignted  with cat-
gut lignture. This incision exposed an
osseous bridge extending from the neck
and condyle up and attached to the
zygoma, establishing beyond douht the
receipt of a fracture obliquely through
the neck and condyle, being undoubtedly
caused by the kick of the horse upon the
symphisis of the maxillary some twenty
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months previous te the date of the
operation.

An incision was now made through the
periosteuw, beginning as high on  the
condyloid portion of the neck as my field
would permit, carrying it down to that
portion of the neck bclow the base of
the new formation of bone, then by means
of w small periosteal elevation 1 removed
as r.ach of the periosteum as possible, all
the time keeping the point of the elevator
cluse to the bone 50 as to avoid injuring
the internal maxillary artery and the
seventh pair of nerves.

Twasmallretractors were placed in-posi-
tion and thuedges of the wouund separated.
Then by mp"ts of a smell chisel and 1al-
let I removed tite bony bridge ex:ending
from the seat of tracture to the zygoma
Tae chisel was now placed below the cal-
lus on the neck of the Lone, & few vigor-
ous yet guarded blows of the mallet sent
the chisel through the Lone, sepurating
the uneck and condyle from the ramus
proper.

I now found upon examinrsiion an
anchylosed coadition between the head of
the condyle and the glenoid fossa, being
caused by the callus of bone thrown around

. the seat of fracture through the condyle.
The chisel and mal'et were again brought
into use and the condyle was tediousiy
removed in sections, without any injury
to the seventh pair of nerves, the terpo-
ral and internal maxillary arteries, the
three important structures which occupy
dangerous positions in the field of this
operation.

After the removal of the neck and con-
dyle, I made use of slight forcible exten-
sion upon the lower jaw, and its normal
movements were readily produced.  The
transverse-fucial artery was ligated after
the first incision, the remaining bleeding
vessels, whick were small, were very
easily checked by means of torsion and
pressure.  The wound was thorougly
irrigated with a solution of bichlorid of
wereury, 1 to 2,000,  The wound was
now dusted with iodoform.  Three deep
and three superficial silk sutures closed
the wound, with the excention of the
lower corner, which was left open for the
introduction of a small rubber drainage
tube.

B

Alarge layer of iodoform cotton was
placed over and in immediate contact
with the wouand ; over this was placed a
layer of bi~chlurid gauze, another layer of
iodoform cotton, then a final layer of bi-
chlorid gauze; a head bandage was ap-
plied, the anaesthetic was withdrawn,
and the patieut recovered from its eflects
without any mishaps.

On April 27th, 10 am., the day fol-
lowing the operation, the thermometer
regisfered 102.5° F., pulse 120 full and

bounding. Administered four grains of
phenacetine. At 4 p.u. temperature had

fallen t¢ 100° F., with a proportion de-
crease of the heart pulsation.

April 28th, 10 aan, temperature 99.2°
F. pulse 6. At 4 p.m., temperature 99,
6" F., puse 96. April 29th, 10 aan,,
temperature 93.5° 17, pulse 96; 4 pm,
temperature 98.2° F,, pulse 98,

April 30th, the fourth day after the
operation, I removed the dressings; the
wound had united by first intention; no
evidence of puss on the dressings: three
of the sutures were removed and the-
drainnge tube withdrawn; the wound
irrigated with a bi-chlorid of mercury
solution, 1 to 5,000. The drainage tube
was shortened about an eighth of wn inch
and reintroduced. Two layers each of
iodoform cotton and bichiorid gauze com-
pleted the dressing.

The dressing was not agnin disiurbed
until May -)r(l the seventl day afcer the
operation ¢ the remaining three sutures
were removed ; the drinage tube with-
drawn, no evidence of puss. Used 1 to-
5,000 bixhlorid mercury in washing out
the sinus left by the dminage tube. Todo-
furm was blown along the tract left Ly
the the; the toilet was completed with
dressings of iodofor cotton and bl-t.hln-
rid gauze.

On May 15th, eighteen days after the
pperation, the dressings were again re-
moved. The sinus and aperture left by
the drainage tube had tilled with healthy
"mnulutlons.

This asperture I covered with a small
piece of isinglass court plaster and dis-.
continued any further dressings. At this
date the boy can make sufficient use of the
jaw to eat anything set before hiw on the
il le.
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The following nre the unique features of
this case :—

First—The fracture extending obliquely
through the neck and condyle ot the
vight inferior maxilla and caused by indi-
rect violence.

Second——That the displacement of the
fragunents was so slight as not to interfere
with acts of mastication.

Third—That the patient did not com-
plain of enough pain to excite the in-
terest of his purents as to its probable
cause,

Fourth-—That there should be such a
large amount of callus thrown around the
seat of fraclure, which never fully inter-
fered with the functions of the jaw uatil
twenty months after the receipt of the in-
Jjury, when a complete anchylosed condi-
tion of the temporo-maxillary articulation
moved the parentsof the child toseek relief
For this condition.

Every third day I used forcible exten-
sion to prevent any fibrinous or plastic
material from produciug a new an-
chylosis.

The patient has never complamed of
pain only npon my using forcible exten-
sion. He has every movement of the
lower jaw fully cstablished, and I feel
sanguine that nature will establish a
pseudo-cartilaginous  joint, which wil
enable the inferior maxilla to perform its
functions in a satisfactory manuner.—
Omaha Clinics.

REMARKS ON THE WANT OF
KNOWLEDGE OF MENTAL DIs-
EASES SO PREVALENT IN THE
AVERACGE MEDICAL MAN.

BY GEORGE THOMPSON, M.D.

I would gladly adopt the suzgesticn
made in the euitorial xmuot,utlon on
* Bromomania,” contained in 7%e Lancet
of May 25th, to substantiate the charge
which I make in a forver article (on the
* Hospital Trentment of the Insane”) of
ignorance on the part of medical practi-
tioners of the: ordinary diagnosis and
treatment of infane persons, but for two
reasons : the fist being that I shouid be
compelled %o fill many pages of Tie
Lancet with matter which would not in-

terest the general reader ; aud the sccond,
that I should empty the coffers of the
treasury of this journal by the number of
actions at law which its proprietors would
have to meet. 1 will therefore confine
myself to a recital of my very own expe-
rience of the facilities which were at my
disposal as a student in medicine for
learning anything whatever about insan-
ity. There is no law which would enable
me to bring an action for libel agninst
myself, and so I proceed to my task, heed-
less of results.

I passed through the usual carriculum,
and obtained the diploma of M.R.C8. in
April, 1867. Up to that date I had
never had the subject of insanity brought
to my notice, except in this way : the lec-
turer on forensic medicine, the late Dr.
Pyemont Smith, kept a very select private
asylum at llkley, in Wharfedale ; but he
never mentioned the suhject in his lec-
tures. A fellow.student and [ (wve were
both medical snperintendents in & very
embryonic stage, but we did not know it),
agreed to ask Dr. Smith if he would allow
us to see his asylum.  This request he
most courteously granted, and fixed the
day. We went, and found the asylum
was a fine old mansion high above the
Wharfe, and commanding one of the love-
liest views in the world. It was licensed
for fifteen patients, and that was about
the number we saw.  Some were sitting
or lolling on the terrace, sbme reclining
in chairs in the rooms, and one was in
bed.  Dr. Swith, most properly, never
said a word about the patients (private
asyluw doctors never do); but | have
never forzotten that first lesson, which
taught me that insanity, like (as Lytton
al).V\) love and death, is a terrible leveller.
The patients were all of the higher class,
probably persons of good posibion from
Leeds, Bradford, and other towns near.
They were most decidedly of the class
which is called ¢ quiet " and delights the
heart of every private asylum keeper, for
they give so little trouble, and are there-
fore proportionately profitable. 1 have
never seen such a sight since-—such
wrecks of huwmanity ; 1 daresay it was the

- novelty of the scene which struck me. As

I think of that sight at this remote period
of time, I cringe when1 think how the
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gente casea which now are under my
treatment may pas icto secondary de-
mentia, because of our frequent helpless-
ness to avert the onset to such a state.
That was the first and only lesson T had
when I was a student.

But after 1 became M.R.C.S., and be-
fore I joined the staff of the West Riding
Asylum, Thad another lesson which was
equally strikingin its effects, though in a
ditferent way. I was attending a iabor.
The two women present to assist were
talking, and this was the dialogve:
“ What became of Sally Jones?” «Oh'!
she went to Wakefield Asylum.” “What
happened vo her there?” < Oh! she
soon died.” *Why did she die?” “Oh?
she got so bad that they put her between
two feather beds, and six keepers sat on
her and smothered her.” OF course, I
sat with the usual gravity of manner and
made no remark. The lesson 1 learned
was that there still-prevails an idea that
the inmates of asylums are done away
with. However, I cannot but admit
that that would be an excellent way of
avoiding “secondary dementia.”  But,
then, I was in possession of a diploma,
which I had but to put on the Madical
Register to become “ duly qualified” in
every sense to join in a covspiracy, as has
been playvfully (I hope) suggested, to de-
prive a fellow-creature of his liberty, per-
haps for iife ; and this was the amennt of
teaching which had by chance beena appor-
tioned tuome. Now, what was the value
of that knowledge to me, whoai . - “me
was equally qualified with oth? n7ia
men to give: an-opinion from *-fdcts-ob-
served by myself” and from facts *“ob-
served by others”? If the examinee
threw his arms in the air and declared
that he was a windmill, or that the world
was a ship and he was the captain, I
might safely have soid that he was insane,
if he was not shamining insanity. But
luwyers say that any man with common
gense could say as muach.  And I thick

“the lawyers are right. Butin how many
cases does the man not throw his arms
about ? aud then, where does the examin-
er, as ignerant of inranity as I was, come
in? I have heard of a case where the
one “fact” was ¢ Reads the Bible”; and
frequently see such nas ,* His speech is

clipoed,” * He is awkward in his gait.”
These are physical defects no doubt, often
of serious import, but they are not neces-
sarily facts indicating the inability of the
individual to manage himsclf or his affairs.

But to bring this psper to a close, 1
think it will be admitted that there is no
royal road to the knowledge of insanity.
It cannot be learned from bnoks; it must
be learned from a “master.” Could a boy
be trained to be s carpenter by reading
books? Of coursenot.  And where is
the difference? I had never heard the
term * general paralysis” before I went
to Wakefield, and I do not hesitate to suy
that had I read all the books that ever
had been written on the subject I should
vever have got a bit nearer being able to
distinguish a case had such a one come
before me in private practice. The person
who wishes to understand anything about
insanity must learn it under a master and
must live among it.  In many cases the
diagnosis is a watter of physiognomy—a
tactus eruditus—n knowledge of which
can only be got by constantly secing such
cases. A member of my family, who has
never had an official or other connection
with any asylum, can lock down at the
patients at the church or at the dance,
and, with unerring. precision, point out
every gencra! paralytic iz view of ber.
This comes from frequently seeing them,
Now, a man, even with ever such high
medical qualifications, . might examine
(say) a hundred cases of alleged insanity
in a year, among which there would Le
fifteen or twenty geucral paralytics, and
he would wnot distinguish one of them,
and-he might go on for twenty years
and he would be in the same condition of
iznorance at the end of that time. 1 can-
not remember that I have ever known a
case of that sort to kave leen diagrosed
Lefore ndmission to the asylum. Once a
medical man kindly wrote to me about
one, and said be thought the patient was
suffering from ““softening of the brain,”
and that he had been treated with forty-
gruin doses of bromide of potassium three
times a day, which bad *“quietened " him,
and advised me (howkind!) to continue the

‘treatment | He had, indeed, * quieteried ”

the patient; hehad expedited a “desolation”
which he mistook for a * peace,”—Lance!.
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DEATH FROM SURBLYMATE TRRI-
GATION AFTER ABORTION,

Soven years since, Tarnier intreduced
the practice of washing out the vagina
with weak corrosi- e sublimate injections.
The results proved satisfactory, and the
injections came into vogue in German and
English, as well as in French, lying-in
hospitals, extending freely into private
practice.  Like every thorough method
of counteracting deadly agenvies in the
human organisui, sublimate irrigation is
not free from danger, and although it
greatly reduces the death-rate and pro-
portion of puerperal fever cases in long
series of labours, some cases of mercurial
poisoning will oceur in those series, not-
withstanding the most careful adninis-
tration of the remedy. In this country
Drs. Dakin and Boxall have published
very wminute abservations on mercurialisin
under the above-noted conditions; they
appeared in the Transactions of the
Ol)atr'triml Society for 1336 and 1888,

s, Legrand read before the Anatomieal
\uueny  of Paris, in April, a case of twin
abortion,” retained placenta, and death
from acute mercurialism. Between the
birth of the first and secoad child, 10
litres of & 1 in 2,000 solution of sublimate
were employed to wash out the uterine
cavity, twice at an interval of three
hours only.  Immediately after each in-
Jjection of sublimate a 2 per cent. solution
of boracic acid was thrown up into the
uterine cavity ; but sublimate had been
severnd times employed for vaginal in-
jection.  After the extraction of the
second child the borncic solution was
injected into the uterine cavity., The
intra-uterine injections were discontinued,
and beracic and carbolic solutions were
used for the vagina. A day Inter wingi-
vitis, salivatian, colic, and dysentery set
in, and carried off the patient in five days.
The kidneys were large, pale and very
mdematous; they contained mercurial
salts in solution. The palate was ul-
cerated ; the sophagus, stomach, and
small  intestine healthy. The mucous
membrane of the entire large intostine
was covered with eschars and ulcers,
most marked on the summits of ruges,
The ulcers hegun in the cmcum, were

least abundant in the transverse colon,
and most marked towards the anus.  The
above conditions have been noted in many
other cases of death after sublimate
irvigations iIn childbed. The kidneys
were diseased. Keiler, of Berne, has
already pointed out the danger of
mercurial irrigation when these organs
are not heu.lt.hy. The English authorities

just quoted both dwell on this danger.

Dr. Legrand relates that the ulcerated
intestinal mucosa swarmed with bacteria,
This faet, he adds, must make us despair
of ensuring intestinal antisepsis by means
of corrosive sublimate.— British JIvrlwal
Journal.

e s e e

TREATMENT OF BUBO BY COM-
PRESSION.

Haviug seen & large number of cases
of bubg treated in hospital here and else-
where, and ir: consequence of the protract-
ed retention of men in hospital, which I
have known in son:e cases to exceed three
months when incisions were made, and
which was rendered necessary till.all the
incisions healed and inflammation sub-
sided, I have been trying, if possible, to
see if there is some means of stopping
the inflammatory process other than by
incigions of any kind, especially out here
during the hot season, where wounds heal
up much more slowly than in England,
for various reasons; the recovery, perhaps,
being retarded by the men themselves
being somewhat below par, and materially
aided by the depressiug effect of the very
hot weather we have just been having.
The following treatment, as detailed be-
low, I have found most efficacious, and
comparatively speedy as compared with
others I adopted; the cases by it re-
covered rapidily, and were soon discharged
from hospital, thus preventing the long
stay in hospital, which very often occurs
as a result of, and is rendered necessary
by, the treatment by incision. The treat-
ment which I usually adopt now in these
cases of bubo when seen early is, first, to
apply a piece of lint saturated with a
solution (composed of extract of bella-
donna and glycerme, equal parts) over the
bubo, and a piece of oil silk or sonre pro-
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tective material over this, to prever<soil-
ing of the linen and handage;
whole a spiza batdage {s applied firmly at
the groin where the bubo exists, so as to
apply steady pressure. The bandage
should be applied carefully and smoothly,
so that the pressure may beapplied exactly,
and distributed voiformly over the part,
but not too tizhtly, as it will then do move
harm than good probably; the deqiee of
pressure necessary will soon be ascertained
after the applu,amon of the handage a few
times, The patient should then be allowed
to get up, though the amount of exercise
should be very limited, of course, au first.
When the inflamation has quite subsided,
and only some induration of the glands
exists, the baudage is ounly uecessary just
to keep up the pressure for a few days. I
found by the above method that, in almost
every cese, the inflammation subsided in
a few days, and the men were fit to be
discharged from the hospital to duty very
wuch sooner than in those cases in which
incisions were made. Of course there
may be, and undoulbtedly are, some cases
where the inilammation has wone so far
before one sees the case that it becomes
absolutely necessary to make an ineision;
in such cases ss small au incision as pos-
sible should be inade at the mosg depend-
ent poitt, and pressure the sume as before
applied with an autiseptic pad, so as to
bring together as closcly as possible the
walls of the sbscess cavity after the evac-

uation of the pus; if this is not done, the:

cavity w ill go.on discharging for weeks,
tll it has all aranulated up from the bot-
tom. I can strongly recommend this
treatment.as being most  etficacious, and
rarely failing if carried out properly from
beginning to end.  The application of the
amounat of pressure requ1m§ a little care
at h"S{-. y -

I have seen:-.ces treated in various
ways, but the -restlts obtained b) this
method of treatnent, in my experience,
have boeu by far ‘the most satisfactory,
both as regards the shorier duration of
time-that the men are d~tained in hospital
as well as the confinement to bed, which,

to-say the lesst of it, in this climate and -

season of the year is most uncomfortable,
aad, what is perheps wore important still,
the necessarily shorter period they are

over the .

kept from duty.—F/. E. Drake-Brockmon,
Surgeon Bengal Medicel Service, Jhansi,
India.

PATHCGENESIS OF TUBAL RUP-
TURE IN EXTRA-UTERINE
PREGNANCY.

Kaltenbach (Zeitsche. f° teb. w. Gyn.,
xvi. B. 2 H.) The following case is re-
ported, owing to the new light it ap-
parently throws upon the causes of rup-
ture in certain cases of tubal pregnancy.
The patient came under the care of I). K.
in June, 1883, Age thir - rears, mother
of five children, sterile tor five ycars
Last menstruation middle of May. First
attack of pain and collapse June 28th,
When brought to the hospital on the
30th, the patient was profoundly anaunie,
speechless-and nearly pulseless. On open-
ing the abdomen, which was tilled with
hlood, a six weeks’ ovum, enveloped in a
clot, was found projecting from a rent in
the left fallopian tube, but entirely free
from attachments. The broad ligument
was ligated, the frait sac re_mo\'t-d, and
the peritonmum cleansed in the usual
manner. The patient rallied, but again
hegan to sink, and died thirtysix hours
after the operation. The abdominal
cavity, on reopening the wound after
death, was fourd to have refilled with
blood. Hwmmorrhage had taken place,
not from the stump, but from a raw
surface in Douglas’ pouch. The gestation
sac had been adherent at this point and
had torn away at the mowent of rupture,
leaving the tube entirely free. - The ud-
hesion of the tube in the utcro-sacral
pouch was believed to have taken place
during aun attack of pelvic peritonitiy
following the last labor. That hwmer
rhagze did not occur from the denuded
surface during the operation wa? ex-
plained by the previous blood leoss and
the anwmsthesia. The case tcm.hes ot
the operator should not trust alone t. e
extirpation of the ruptured tube for the
control of the bleeding. Other BGieeding
points should be sought for, and all pos.
sible sources of hwemocrhage secured, be-
fore the abdowmen is closed.  The case is
also instructive with referency to the
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etiology of tubal rupture in fallopian
preguaney.  Simple stretching of the
tube wall does not explain all cases. The
difference in the thue and in the direction
of the rupture in ditferent instances are
not thus fully aceounted for. Neither
do spasmodic contractions of the tubal
wall explain all ruptures, 'The bursting
of the sac is undoubtedly precipitated in
many cases by tearing of the cvst hy ad-
hesion bands which are inserted inzo it.
The traction upon the band of false mem-
braue, resulting from the growth of the
ovum, changss in the posture of the bedy,
and from varying intra-abdeminal pres-
sure plays & part in the mechanics of
rupture.

& e

TRANSMISSION OF MICROBES TO
THE FETUS.

The question of the possibility of the
direct transference of the virus of infective
diseases from the niatornal to.the fictal
organism has, since the reccgnition of the
apparent dependence of such diseases upon
the prefance of microbes, gi~sn rise to
more than one series of experiments.and
some interesting clinical and pathologieul
observations. Amongst the latter is &
case vecorded by Eherth (Fortsch o Med.
tzin, 1889, No. 3), in which the possibility
of such transmissionof the typkoid bacillus
was raised. It was the case of a young
woman, who, in the third week of an ar-
tack of typhoid fever, aborted at the fifth
month.  The fatug was expelled within
its menbranes intact, and microscopically
appeareid normwal; Lut in the blood, and in
fluic-exprossed from the spleen and lungs

of the fwtus, there were found typhoid.

bacilil (recognised microscopically and by
cultivation), which also occurred in the
‘intervillous spaces of the placenta.  Drs.
Eug. Fraenkel and F. Kiderlen - (ibid.,
No. 17) record a simiiar case, in which,
however, the abortion (slso at the tifth
month), though occurring in the third
week of an attack of typhoid, was asso
ciated with acute peritonitis, found to be
due to an ovarian abscess and double sal-
pingitis. The placenta, feetal blood, and
3pleen were examin=d for typhoid bacilli,.

but with a negative result, On the other
hand, cultures of staphylococeus pyogenes
were ootained from the spleen. This
cnse harmonised with sowe others whore
there was a similar absence of the typhoid
organism in the fwtus: but it is poiuted
out that in all these cases the placenta
was normal It weuld ceem (s in
Fherth's case) that the plocenta must be
diceased for such transfereince of patho-
genic organtsms to take place, and the
ocevrrence of hauumarrhage in the placenta
appears to be a favourable condition of
the transference. In this case, however,
although typhoid bacilli were not trans.
mitted, septic organisms were derived
doubtless from the suppurating foci
in the mother, and probably causeq the
death of the fwtus from septic nfection,
Fraenkel about two years ago injected
subeutaneously cultures of the baeillus
typhosus into three guinea-pie..  Two of
them died in three days.  ThHo «ere both
pregnant, and the fulal vt of the
piaceata was found to be himorrhagic.
The placenta and the fwtuses: yielded
abundance of the microbes. There nave
been other and sontradictory observations
on this subject of the transmission of
microbes from niother to fotus ; some ue-
serting it to ne usual, others that it requires
special favouring - conditions.  Netter
found pucumonococei derived from the
mother in a seven-months foetus; Tizzoni
and Caltuni found comma bacilli in the
binod xnd serum ¢f & fivemonths fotus.
The olservations are, howerer, teo scanty
to permitas vet of the formutation of any
gefinite notions on the subject,

Orerysive Berati— Offensive odor of
the breaibh, due to bad teeth or other
causes, may be overcome, or at least
greatly abated, by the habitual use of
Listerine.  Add -a teaspoouful to a
tumblerful of water for o mouth wash and
gargle, and if e little {4 swallowed, so much
the better. Indeed, s bad braath is not
unfrequently” caused by the gaseous
ervetations _of indigestion, and for this
also Listerine is-an oxcellent remedy, in
doses of twenty to thirty drops iu a little

- water ~-—Sanitarian.
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WINNIPEG GENERAL HOSPITAL.

A rumor, which we hope has solid
foundation, tells of a proposed change in
the professional working of this insititu-
tion, a change most desirable and urgent-
ly called for in the inte rests of the hospi-
tal, the medical staff, the patients, and
the students,  This is the division of the
attending medical mien into physicians
and surgeons, and the permanent distribu-
tion of the beds ammoug them.  Nothing
could be more unsatisfactory than the
existing arrangements. Each member of
the staff’ takes the entire charge of all
patients for alternate two months. Medi-
cal and surgical beds are all jumbled to-
zether, and the physician and the surgeon
isone and the same person. If he has
any private practice, is it not Levond con-
tradicticn that either the private patients
or the hospital patients must not unfre-
quently lack proper attention, and when
it becomes necesaary which of the two
must suffer, it is pretty safe to infer who
will be neglected.  The hospital patients
may suffer no actual neglect, as the resi-
dent staff attend to them.  But so far as
the physician and surgeon is concerned,
they must be neglected. To enquire into
the fresh cases daily admitted and exam-
ine those under treatment, if properly
done, will take up a very cousiderable por-
tion of the day, more time than men in
active practice can afford to give. Re-
garding the hospital as a school for stu-
dents, the advantages which it presents
are minimized by the present system.
Students follow a medical man for Lis two
months of active duty, listen to his re-
marks, observe his treatment, and flatter
themselves they are storing up knowledge.
But what is their consternation when the
gentleman succeeding holds different views
and pursues a different line of treatment.
How can the students judge which is
right and which iz wrong? The Winni-
pez General Hospital is large enough and
important enough to have a properly con-
stitated professional staff, as in- all well-
regulated hospitals throughout the world.
There should be physicians and surzeqns,

each with their allotted beds, having entire
charge of all patients in their respective
beds throughout the year.  This, with a
proper statf of consulting physicians and
surgeons and an oustetric physiciar, each
surgeon and physician having his clinical
clerks and dressers, positions to be given
to students as the reward of merit, would
establish the hospital as a clinieal school.
And when it is remembered that the medi-
cal men turned out by Manitoba Medical
College are dependent on this hospital for
a'l the practical knowledge they acquire
previous to settling in practice, the neces.
sity of making the most eflicient arrange-
ments for the imparting of practical in-
struction is very appacent.  We believe
that the stafl are almost unanimous in
favor of the proposed change, and the
only possible objection that can be ad-
vanced against it must be on purely sel-
fish considerations. Some men may fancy
that occupying the position of physician
to an hospital, surgical cascs may not
come to them, and vice versa. But the
professional man who cannot rise superior
to these petty personal considerations is
undeserving of an hospital appointment,
It is now in the handsof the staff to make
the proposed change, which, if tkayne-
glect, will assuredly, acting under the
pressure of public opinion, be ere long in-
sisted npon by the governing body of the
hospital, who would be derelict in their
duty if they allowed private considera-
tions or professionul jealousy to act inju- -
riously on the interests of a charity which
they have voluntarily come forward and
undertaken to guard and promote, as we
have before said. I= the interests of the
hospital, the patients, and the, students,

-and we would add the public at large, let

the much called-for change be mude, and
that right speedily.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MANIEOBA.

The first step has been taken to place
this university in the position which it
ought to occupy, and be not alone .a mere
conferer of degrees, but a teaching body
also, where the highest class of education
~which the spirit of the times demsands
may be obtainable. A meeting under
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the presidency of the chancellor for this
purpose wis held in the city council
chamber on Thursday afteenoon, and it is
to be regretted that sectarvian considera-
tions would seem  to be the greatest
stumbling bloek to the immediate crry-
ing out of the project, an original and
never lost sight of intention, As the posi-
tion  of similar institutions vide the
London university hax proved that a
university which only confers degrees but
i not o teaching body also, 1s deficient in
its requirements, and, if this applies to
the London university, how much stronger
then must be its  application to the
university of Manitoba, the single one for
the province? One clerical gentleman
objected to it on very peculiar grounds
viz., that the students of St Boniface
college would be placed at a disadvantage
in attending lectures delivered in English,
while the English students would be
studying in their native tongue. Are
the descendants of the sons of France
born and resident in Cunada, protected
by Englisit laws, enjoying the advantages
of living under the freest government in
the world, to continue to the end of time
alicns and foreigners in the land of their
adoption.  While fostering an  abiding
affection for the land of their forefathers

and cherishing the characteristics of their
nationalities, should it not be the end and
aim of pastors and teachers to smooth
away and obliteratethese racedistinctions,
among a people dwelling in the same
land and adopting it as their common
home. The argument of the Rev. gentle-
mai would seem to prove that the
students of St Boriface College were not
acquainted with the English language
and, would therefore be unable to under-
stand a professor instructing his class in
the vernacular of the country, in which
they dwell. To some, such an assertion
would appear absurd when bewring in
mind that these young men are the grand
children and great grand children of those
who ‘have left France to make Canada
their hom&s, but it is neverthelees true,
and a - well known fact, tha.t the
English tongue is as much as possible
prohxb1ted a.monvst thechlldren of original
French parentage. If there is .orne
stronger argument than another in favor

Narthery Lancef, bh

of immediately bringing into operation
the full usefulness of which the university
is czpable, it is that of providing an alma
mater, where at the same desks and from
the same instructors, and in the language
of the country the descendants of Ln-f-
lish, Seotch, hhh. French, Sweedish, :uul
Danishi parentages, as well as those of
other nationalities, but now all Canadians,
helping to build up what in the future
wili be a great empire, may meet together
in the bonds of citizenship and goed-
fellowship. The various lunds of their
forefathers, like theny, being a cherished
tradition of the past, but the present
generation, being all now fused into one
Cunadian  nationality. A condition of
things which would be largely promoted
by the rising generation drinking from
the same fount of knowledge. The veli-
gious yuestion should never be imported
into the discussien. How many thou-
sinds of Roman Catholics have been
educated at Trinity College, Dublin, with-
out any alteration of their faith. The
religion that canno* hold its own except
it 1 guarded by impenetrable surround-
ings must be fatally weak. Itis to be
hoped that in the interests of education
as well as for the advancement of the
Provinee, the university will speediiy
enter into the _enjoyment of those rights
to which she is unquestionably entltled
and the discharge of which will be pro-
duclive of vast beneht.

PUFFING.

An instance of pseudo heroism of a
boy aged ten years appeared recently in

. the columns of one of our dailies. Self-

preservation is the first law of nature,
and, the fact of a boy with a broken Ie«
crawllng a few yards and managing to

‘get on a horse, to join his fnends, with

the alternative of remaining in solitude
and pain all night is certa.mly not a very
heroic feat, but we do not grudge the boy
any of the sympathy his case may evoke.
We but notice it in connection with the

fact ‘that in the short paragraph, there

appears twice the name of a medical wan,
in fact, the name heads the announce-
ment. Now, there is nothing extraordi-
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nary or unusual ina hoy with a broken
lege being sent to hospital. e is probably
of minutely occurrence over the world,
But it must be very mortifving to the Dr.
alluded to, to tind his name dragged so
very prominently and so very unneces-
sarily before the public. No medical man’s
name should be blazoned abroad in the
columns of « daily paperunlessin connec-
tion with cases of world wide interest.
That Dr. Black set a leg, Dr. White cut
off a toe, or that Dr. Green performed a
brilliant abdominal operation are an-
nouncements, when made ia an unpro-
fessional journal, which, besmireh tht:, fair
professional names of Drs. Black, White
“and Green. Such publications may pos-
sibly bring ephemeral practice to the
medical man puffed, in the shape of weak-
minded people, without. powers of dis-
crimination, swnd who swallow all they
read as gospel truth. But succsss with
this portion of the public has a corre
sponding ill effect among the ranks of
the profession, an effect which sooner or
later becomes manifested by the loss of
contidence in, and contempt of, the ad-
vertised one: this, too, surely followed
by a similar manifestation on the part of
the public at large, who discover that
those imen who are most honoured by
their professional bretiiren are thosemost
deserving of professional confidence. To
advertise a medical man in a London
paper would be to ruin his professional
reputation and place him in the category
of quacks. The Winnipeg papers some
time since refrained, at the request of
the local profession, from giving the name
of any medical man in connection with
any circumstances of interest which they
published, and it is much to be regretted
that they have not continued to keep to
such a desirable regulation, a rule ob-
served by all papers of any stunding
throughout the world, as it is not the
desire of the press of the present day to
give their powerful aid in unduly raising
any profession man over his fellows.
Let him win his position by honest merit,
and they are then not slow to recognize
and accredit it to him. But when a
daily paper, under the heading of vital
statistics, publishes the number of wid-
wifery cases each medical man -attends,

as part of these statisties, not aveiding
to record the number of death certificites
sent in by each doctor, it points strongly
to the conclusion that these notices ap-
pear at sagestion and solicitatlon of in-
terested  parties,  The  public  should,
however, not fail to remember that they
are putls, and in the ense of the stitisties
that the practice of midwifery in all large
cities and towns s usually carried on by
medical men who exelusively devote them.
selves to this branch -of the profession,
and beyond it, as ordinary pliysicians and
surgeons, have no standing.  The general
knowlege of this fact might possibly not
be as pleasing to the promoter of this
very extraordinary statement as the pub-
lication referred to no doubt was.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter from Dr. R. B. Furgusson.

The following crse may not alone be of
interest and act as & warning to homao-
pathic practitioners, but also to orthodox
medical men. We are all aware how
frequently, actuaied by a similar feeling
which malkes the drowning man catch at
a straw, that patients whom we have re-
luctantly been compelled to pronounce in-
curable and to whom we have had, under
pressure of circumstances, conscientiously
to state that the only relief we are able
to give will be in mitigation of suffering,
without any prospect of affecting a cure ;
and, after giving such an opinion, our
patient has, acting possibly under the
advice of a well intentioned friend (?),
sent for another medical man, perhaps a
homaopathic practitioner who, in..vain
conczit, ignores the opinion already «Zcu,
pronounces the diagnosis erronec$%%5nd
undertakes to cure the patient out of
hand. A case in point occurred in my
practice a short time since. I was called
upon to see the senior member of a
family whom I had attended for some
vears. After some time and careful
weighing of sympton's, I came to. the
conclusion that my patient was ‘suffering
from cancer, already pressing on the
colon, and partially occluding the gut.

 His advanced age—he having passed the

three score years and ten—together with
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the extent of the existing wischief and
his wrak sunemie condition, prechaded the
eonsiderntdon of operative  interferenes,
As the cuse wis one of o very serions
pature, i consultation was held, and my
diagnogis, prognosis and treatment tully
conenrred in, The wrowth not being of
a very active* clarneter, my  treatiment
wis altogether pallintive--strict  atten-
tion to diet and regalation of the howels,
so a5 to keep the gut pervious as Jong as
prssibley being my chief aim. My patient
was fairly comfortable, and the disease,
though evidently progressive, mude no
rapid advance.  The old gentleman was,
however, determined to try homawopathic
remeilies, when T of course ceased my
attendence. The disciple of Hannemuan
called in disagreed with prognosis, diag-
nosts and treatinent ; attributed the en-
largemment to an accumulation of foecal
matter, nnd undertook to completely cure
the patient in four weeks. Prolonged
rubbing, stupes and probably globules
were resorted to, but the promised cure
did not follow ; and after six weeks of
homaopathic manipulation T was wmin
requested to see him.  The growth had
largely increased in size, the rubbing
and consequent irritation having no doubt
converted an indolent into an active
tumour; the condition, of the bowels
peinted to rapidly occurring occlusion of
the intestine, ana the case speedily ter-
minated. The following notes of a post
mortem examination held by Dr. Simp-
son I append :—

On opening up abdomen, in full view
immediately beneath the abdominal lnyer
of pentoneum was found a large mass,
-Siuapying port on of the rwht, hypo-
chom!rmv-- s cpigFotrie region and ex-
tending down into t;he uf"‘t: lumbar, at-
tached to the under surface of liver and

apparently to the pyloric end of stom-u.n,‘,

displacing this organ downwards, causing
complete dxaa.ppea.r-mce of omentum and
pressing or: the transverse and occluding
parts of the colon, interfering with their
functions—in fact causing almost total
obstruction. Removed the mass, and on
examination found it to be carcinoma of
sirrhus variety under microscope.

This case can only suggest one of two
conclusions : that the homoeopath was

grossly mistuken, or was deluding ‘the
unfortunate man into the belicf that he
could cure him, knowing well that Lis
diseast was Mmearable. Which is the
most charitable?

. B. Feneussoxn.

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS,

ETC.

** Reformatijon in the Practice of Medi-
cine by the Dosimetric Method of Prac-
tice 7 (by L. MacNeill, M. D.j is the tide
of 2 panphlet rm.cucd contiining eight
prges, together with an 'lppmub\ giving
a sketeh of the areat (?) Dr. Burggmew
Why sent to us we know not, as long
before coming to the end of the eight
puges of nonsense it contains, the paw-
phlet was safe in our waste paper basket,

WERSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY.—
No more instructive or no more amusing
book can be placed in the hands of young
people than this far-famed dictionary. 1t
abounds in illustrations, there being some
3.000, all thoroughly well executed:
This stanlard work is now so well known
that it needs no recommendation; its
own intrinsic merits commend it to every -
one.  The explanations are brief, and yet
ample. Asa work descriptive of every-
thing, down to the latest researches, it is
without a rival.

INQUIRY.

IxQuiRER.—In answer to Inquirer, we
can strongly recommend the Jerome
Kidder Manufacturing Co., 820 Broad-
way, New York. We have had one of
their oflice tip batteries in constant use

.for nearly & year and have had the

greatest satisfaction and success. with
t.—hn.
\\. ‘

We are informed that an offer has
been made by the Kergan crew to pur-
chase half of the Grand-Union Hotel as
their headquarters for this. Province.
‘Will the College of Physicians and Sar-

. geons of Manitoba still pursue their do

nothmg policy ?
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MISCELLANEOUS.

TaE PuvsionNyoMy oF MURDERERS.—
The new science of what, for want of a
better term, we may call erimine] putho-
]o«y, which is showi ing signs of vigorous
life in Italy, under the fustcmw care of
Professor Lombroso and nrker medical
and legal experts, gives promise of in-
teresting results in the future. It studies
the criminal as a distinet type of hu-
manity, presenting physical as well as
mental characteristics which separate him
from ordinary men. That this is true to
a certain extent, no_one who has seen
:mythin" of criminals, or who has ever
paid a visit to the chamber of horrors of
a wax-work exhibition, can possxhlv
doubt. Carlyle bas, with his usual vigor
of language, described his visit taa model
peison, where he saw miserable distorted
blockeads. . . . ape-faces, imp-f-lces angry
dog-faces, hezwv sullen ox-faces ;” and, in
ﬁt.tlon, many of the great masters of the
art, especially in Fr: ance, have given
graphic clinical pictures of the crxmm'ﬂ
We are prepared to admit that habitual
crine is a constitutional disease, which is

often inherited, and; like other diathesis, .

has its outward physiognomical expres-
sion. But it would be in the highest
degree dangerous to found a diagnosis of
criminality, in any given case, on physi-
cal peculiarities. A man’s physiogonomy
may faithfully indicate his natural ten-
dencies, but, unless we are content to
regard every individual as nothing :nore
than the passive slave of his own im-
pulges, it is obviously impossible to con-
clude that he has actually given way to
them. When Socrates was judged Ly
some Lavater of his day to be a gross
sensualist, he acknowledsed. that he had
it in him %o be 50, but said he had con-
quered his natural bent in that direction.
Professor Lombroso’s description of the
habitual homicide, with “‘the cold, glassy,
immobile look ;.the eyes somewhat blood-
shot ; the nose often aquiline or hooked,
aiways full ; strong jaws, long ears, larf'e
cheek-bones, hair cnsp, abundant, and
dark, avd the canine teeth prominent,
thin lips, often nervous contractions of
one side of-the face, so as to
gnmacm« or thteateumw lgok,” msy pos-

gwe &

sibly be an accurate portrait of the wretch
whose butcheries have so long made a
reizn of terror in Whitechapel ; but it
would hardly ve safe for a dc-tectwc to
arrest the possessor of such physical at.
tractioas on the strength of his murderous
countenance. We confess that the de-
scription. gives us the irapression 27 hav.
ing been evolved, like the camel of the
mytlucal German profrssor, from Dr.
Lombroso’s * inner consciousness ” of how
a wurderer showld look. Many habitual
homicides—Madame de Brinvilliers and
the earlier Wainwright (the surgeon), to
take the tirst instances that occur to us—
have Leen of particularly attractive ap- -
pearance. The **high @ priori method ™
is as unsatisfactory in criminai physiog.
nomics as in other branches of science,
and mizht lead to highly inconvenient
results in practice.

BromororM 1IN WnooriNG-Coutiit.—
Dr. Stepp of Nurnburg publishes iu the
Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift a
large number of cases of whooping-cough,
in which he cluims to have obtained most
satisfactory results from the internal ad-
ministrution of bromoform. The drug
has, according to the author, ro ill effect
of any kind, and his numerous ohserva-
tions have proved that bromoform, as
applied by him, is non-poisonous, and
that the pulse and temperature remain
unafected by it. The action of bromo-
form is entirely different from that of -
bromide of potassium, as has been ob-
served in epilepsy; the former being
rather an excitant than a sedative.
Children are ordered from five to twenty
drops during the twenty four hours in
very frequent doses. The solubility of
bromoforin in water being very slight,
the mixture requires the addition of
alcohol. The author has administered
bromoform in about sixty-five cases of
whooping-cough, the children mostly:
ranging in age from six months to seven
years. The longest time required for a.
complete cure was four weeks.” Symp-
toms of pulmonary catarrh in all these.
cases were eotirely absent, or else they
were very slight and soon disappeared.
No complication~ existed in any of the
cases observed by the author, but D
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Goldschmidt has treated several serious
cases of whooping-cough complicated with
puenmonia, completely curing them in o
fortnight by the daily administration of
bromoform. Dr, Swpp concludes from
his observetions that under bromoform
treatment bronchial catarrh and lobular
pneumonia do not generally occur, and
that where they exist at the commence-
ment of the treatment resolution takes
place with facility and at an earlier
period than under other methods of
treatment.  His observations showed also
that the dose of Lromoform must be in
direct proportion to the scverity of ihe
affection and the age of the patient. The
system does not seem to become accus-
tomed to the drug, which has, moreover,
considerabie prophylactic power, so that
the other children of a family in which
whooping-cough in un advanced stage
already exists ecnn be shielded from the
disease by being given bromoform. Dr.
Stepp believes that bromoform is either
excreted unaltered by the langs or is
separated into its elements, and that the
free bromine is excreted by the luugs.
In this way an effect on the bacilli of
whooping cough could be easily supposed
to result.

HapituaL CONSTIPATION :
R—Aloina,
Ext. nucis vom.,
Ferri sulph.,
Pulv. ipecac.,
Pulv. myrrha,
Saponis,
M.—F. Pil.
Sig.—One pill to be tacer half an hour
before last meal of the day. (Sir A.
Clark.)—The Medical Summary.

Iopororyt 1N MarieNaNT  PUSTULE.—
Dr. E. Rinonapoli (Bolletino della E.
Accad. Mid-Ch di Napoli, No. 3, 1389),
gives par'iculars of several cases of ma-
lignant pustule treated by the subcu-
taneous injection of a solution of iodo-

“form in ether.- Dr. Rinonapoli began
this method in 1886, some thirteen months
before Senger's work on the antiparasitic
action of iodoform appeared. The method
ewployed is that of several injections into
tud around the seat of the pustule of a
.10.per cent. solution of iodoform in ether.

aa gr. 1.

- ment is necessary.

e it

The pain attending the injections is of
severe burning character, but soon passes
off The beneticial effects are rapid in
their appearance. In three or four hours
after the injections, even in advanced
cases, the fever lessens, the swelling round
the pustule disappears, the tongue Le-
comes clean, and the paticut is able to
slecp and to take food. The treatment
appears to be of distinctly specific charac-
ter, and to artest at once the arowth and
multiplicr**>n of the charbon bacillus. If
applied at the outset of the attack, the
effect is said to be almost magical.

StrGEOX CRIMMIN AND THE VICTORIA
Cross.—The Queen has heen pleased to
bestow the rare distinction of the Vie-
toria Cross upon Surgeon John Criwamin,
LKX.QC.P.I, LR.CS.1., of the Bombay
Medical Servize, for the following act of
bravery :—*Lieatenant Tighe, 27th Bom-
bay Infaniry (to the Mounted Infantry
to which crops Surgeon Crinmin was
attached), states that in the action necar
Lwekaw, Eastern Karenni, on Jan. Ist
last, four men charged with him into the
midst of a Jarge body of the enemy who
were moving off from the Karen left
flank, and two men fel! to the ground
wounded. He saw Surgeon Crimmin at-
tending one of the men about 200 yards
to the rear. Kdrens were round the
party in every direction, and he saw
several fire at Syrgeon Crimmin and the
wounded man. A sepoy ther' malloped
up to Sargeon Crimmin, and the latter
Jjoired the tighting line which then came
up. Lieutenaut Tigbe further states that
very shortly afterwards they were en-
gagsd in driving the enemy from small
clumps of trees and bamboo, in which the
Karens took shelter. Near ~ne of these
clumps he saw Surgeon Crimmin attend-
ing a wounded man. Several Karens
rushed out at him. Surgeon Crimmin
thrust his sword through one of them and
attacked a second ; a third Karen then
dropped from the fire of a sepoy, upon
which the remaining Karens fled.”

CoCoANUT As A TaNICIDE.—Parisi, of
Acthens, reports severai cases in which the
endocarp of the cocoanut acted as an effi-
cient tenicide, - No prepa:atory treat-
~ The patient drinks
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the “milk,” and then eais the endocarp
ofthenut.  This is followed by a feeling
of abdominal uneasiness and pain, slght
diarrhwa, and finally the expulsion of the
teeaia after some hours—Jour. dweer.
Med. Assoe.,, March 9.

Tincrurg oF lopiNe A CURE EoR
Warts.—Dr. Imossi, of Gibraltar, has

heen treating warts with internal doses ~

of tincture of iodine in ten cases, all of
which resulted favorably. The dose
given was ten drops in half a glass of
water, twice a day. A slight emaciztion
of the patient will Le regained as soon as
the treatment is discontirued.—Med.
News, Aug. 24, 1889,

ParxLess ExtractioN of TrrTi, —Dis.
Henoque and Fuedel, in a communication
made to the Biological Society of Paris,
state thut the extraction of a tooth may
be rendered painless by spraying the
neighborhood of the external ear with
ether. The anwnsthesia of the trigeminus
so produced extends to the dental uerves,
and thus renders the production of general
anesthesia needless.

TuE Progres Medical publishes M. Paul
Sollicr’s Aubanel Prize Essay on the“Role
" of Heredity ia Alcoholism ™ By abundant
“and well-arranged statictics, M. Sollier
traces the afflictions of the idiot, the epi-
leptic, the imbecile, the hydrocephalic, the
choreic, and the mentally debilitated, up
to the alcoholic father, mother, or grand-
parent, in so many and such clearly marked
instances that it is quite impossibie todeny
his conclusions from the ~ata he gives.
“ Conception in & state of drunkenuess of
the futher or the mozher devotes the indi-
vidual couceived to a condition so pro-
found (idiocy, complicated frequently bLy
epilepsy, hydrocephaly, microcephaly, ete.),
so that it is coudemmed in general to o
very short existence.” An alcoholic sub-
ject runs a terrible risk of conferring upon
his desceadants either iasanity or tea-
deacy to vice, or suicide, or hysteria, the
milder nervous disorders.  The legucy of
evil may miss a generation, and then ap-
pear in the nextlike gout. Tt will gener-
ally manifest. itself, if it appears in the
form of dipsomania, in a taste for the
same liquor as that preferred by tbe an-
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cestor, and in its mildest form it will
tend so to predispose the unhappy de-
cendant to the cvil of inebriety that he
will finl the freedom of his will in that
direction seriously imperilled. The weno-
pause more even than pregnaucy seems
with women a determining cause of alco-
holism.  Or its terrible intluence inay
first be manifested after some nervous
shock, in sickness, or with advancing awe
Hereditary alcoholism has a certain like-
ness to dipsomania, and itis a fair ground
for question whether such a proved con-
dition does not constitute irresponsibility.

ArLcoroLisM.—For some time alcohol-
ism has been engaging the attention of
alienists, who attribute to it mvch of the
increase of insanity. During the last
fifty yeurs, states a report submitted to
the Minister of the Interior, Fance, the
consumption of alcohol Las trebled, and
the number of lunatics has quadrupied.
Crime and suicide are also steadily on the
increase. In the years 1872-87 the
number of suicides have increased by 53
per cent. Their propoction in regard te
the population has risen from 15 to 21
per 100,000 inhabitants. Women resort
less frequently to suicide than men. As
shown in previous statistics, the frequency
of suicide bears a relative proportion to
age. Thus up to the age of forty years
tie propensity to suicide remains the same
in women as in men, but after this period
it increases regularly with age. The re-
port of the last International Congress
for the Suppression of Alcoholism, which
was held in Paris fronr July 24th to
August lst, 1889, contains the cld and
familiar statement that crimioality and
mental aberration follow a march parallel
with the consumption of aleoholic bever-
ages. 1t isalso stated that the number
of crimes and offences against morals is
exactly in ratio with the consumption of
alcohol. To the influence of the exessive
use of alcohol isalso attributed the deg-
radation of the race, it being a fact that
the health of children almost always suf-
fers fiom the aslcoholic excesses of the
parents. To the same influence is attrib-,
uted in part the phenomenon of the con-
tinued dimiuution in the popalation of-
France, more noticeable in some parts
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than In others, for in the wine-growing
districts drunkeness is less prevalent than
in those where the consumption of alcohol
i. relatively considerable.

“ Doctors’ Onrpers.”—* Doctors’  or-
ders” are too often looked up.on by the laity
as arbitrary enactwents of professional
prduntry, -which your true Briton shows
“the freedow thet runs in his Llood™ by
defying or evading, Nor is this absurdity
contined to the ignorar:, for cne often
hears people who should know Uetter
hoasting of their deliberate neglect of
advice which they have paid 2 big fee to
obtain. The mceral which we wish to
cnforce has lately been pointed by a case
which occurred in the London Hospitul
in & manner which we hope will bring it
home, at leasi in some measure, to the
public mind. A man suffering from
typhoid hud snme grapes secretely given
him by a friend, whom he asked to procure
them for him. He becawe worse soon
after eating them, and in three days he
died from perforation of the intestine.
The coroner trusted that the public would
take warning by the case, aud all medical
officers of hospitals and nurses will, for
the sake of their own comfort if from no
higher feeling, fervently echo the wish.
Melancholy and constantly repeaccd ex-
perience makes them dread ¢visiting
days,” as almost inevitably followed ny
general rise of temperature throughout
the ward, and too often by intestinal dis-
turbances of one kind or auother. It is
hardly to be wondered at that fruii,
and even food, should be simuzgled in by
sympathetic relatives, for in convalescence
from acute ailments the appetite is ofteu
ravenous almost beyond belief. This is
vaturally hailed by the friends as a sign
of returning health, and it seews hard to
withhold the food which is so eagerly
craved for. It cannot be too widely
known that, in typhoid fever especially,
what is wanted before everything is rest
for theulcerated intestine, and unexpected
death when everything seemed to promise
speedy recovery has often been dle to the
clamoroushunger of the patient overthrow-
ing the judgment of the medical at-
tendant. Tf this can happen even to
well-informed professional men, it isa

thousand times more likely to occur to
persons who have no knowledge of the
patient’s real condition, and only see his
suffering. There is probably not a hos-
pitalin the kingdom in which relapses
and disasters due to the ignorance of
well imeaning friends are not of frequent
occurrence.

UnarLivy, A New Hyexorie.—Dr. G.
Poppe, of Bologna, recently presented the
Medico-Chirurgical Society, of that city,
with a monograph on uraliom, a new
hypnotic, bzing a composition of chloral
and urethan. Poppe claius that it is
both safe aud eflicient, and stroangly re-
commends it in cases of insomnia of hys-
terical origin or cardiac trouble.—Gaz.
degli Ospitaliy; Med, News, May 25,

TueDavcers or CarnoLic Acip.—The
following letter of Dr. Th. Billroth, of
Vienna, has been published: #I have
lately seen four eases, in which fingers
which had suffered n most insignificent
injury became gangrenous through the
uncailed-for application of carbolic acid.
Curbolic acid 1s now much less used in
surgery than formerly : we have only
gradually become acquainted with its
dangers. The acid may not only cause
inflummation and gangrene, but also
blood poisoning; and so may even prove
fatal. It is useful only in the hands of a
skillful surgeon, and ought never to Le
used without his advice. The best lotion
for recent injuries is the ordinary lead
lotion, which can be bought at any
chemist's. The best antidote in carbolic
acid poiconing is soap, which should be
taken immedintely and repeatedly until
all symptoms of poisoning have disap-
peared.”— Londow Lancet.

ApvurTEraTioN oF MEDIciNEs.— The
subject of food adulteration is one that
is receiving daily attention from the most
renowuned scientists, pages are devoted to
the subject in some of our most promi-
nent magazines, the press generally is
studying the matter, while practically all
men are apt to regard some of the food
products they daily consume with a cer-
tain amouxt of suspicion. The adultera-
tion of medicinal products is a matter of
kindred importance. Itisa matter affect-
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ing most seriously the reputation of
physicians, and, a mcre important consi-
derntion, the welfare of the patieits
whomn they are called upon to care Yor.
And yet & mere spasmodic voice is raised
now and then in respect thereto, among
those to whom the subject is of paramount
importance. So feeble is this veice that
its preaching renches but a few, and those
few are apt to shake their heads and
wonder that there is such sinfulness in
this world, and go cn in the old tenor of
their ways, prescribing substances which
their patients. may or may not receive,
wondering that they often obtain results
at variance with their expectations, and
often, in the case of new remedies, hecom-
ing persuaded that all they have read and
heard about the new drug or material was
usterly unreliable. Every large town
sheuld have competent analytical chem-
ists, emploved by the profession, whose
business it should be to constantly ana-
lyze the products to be found on the
retailer’s shelves, and would report at
once to the profession all devintions from
the straight path. Such a remedy would
be drastic and curative.—Zlwulernationel
Journal of Surgery.

Avorner Bimie oF Yourmi.—It is
stated by a Pesth newspaper that Dr.
Szikszay, a Hungarian physician, has
been making experiments in the State
Prison at Engelsfeld by injecting a liquid,
the composition of which is not revealed,
into aged persons. The results are said
to be remarkable. The strength of the
“subjects” was tested with a dynamome-
ter before and after the injections. In

—

the case of wnan aged 75 the strength
was found to be incrensed after the
seventh injection from 14 to 19 kilogram-
mes, and after the thirteenth to 335 kilo-
grammes.  Experiments on men  and
women of different ages showed, as might
he expected, marked individual differ
ences.  We may take the liberty of sug-
gesting to Dr. Szikszay that he should
communicate the details of his experi-
ments to the Tmperial and Royal Society
of Physicinns of Vienna, and then pub-
lish thew: in full in some medical journal.
The after results, if any, should alse be
ade known,

A Derexce oF Sir MoreLL Mac-
KENZIE.—At the annual dinner on he-
half of the Golden Square Hospital for
Diseases of the Throat, Lord Randalph
Charchill, who occupied the chair, took
advantage of the opportunity to defend
Sir Morell Mackenzie from the criticism
of which his conduct has been the sub-
ject for some time past. His Lordship-
claimed that Sir Morell had been the
means of prolonging a life very precious
to the world by the exercise of great
moral courage, and Le expressed the hope
that the time would come when national
jealousy, political rancor, and professional
rivalry would have so far subsided that
he would receive an impartial judgment.
It must be very gratifying to Sir Morell
to find himself able to rally so many in-
fluential friends around him, in spite of
the fierce battle which has raged around
his name in respect of late matters.—
Medical Press and Circular.



