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Continued frnm page 223,

thy t'h° State require its citizens to know and feel
®t trutis of religion, then must it assume

g o ®se truths are taught them. But some
Uiy Rain says—it is needless for the state to take
dmy' w-e on itself, because, though it might be its
vceef? it not otherwise discharged, yet 1t is
Uy, i8I0, it will be effectusily discharged by
'?lye.:“‘ary principle. Could we persuade our-
‘laq‘.r hat this o named principle would indeed
i) ig‘f’ as well as the state, those functions
Y %k: 18 the duty of the state to see performed,
!%’ W;Wledge, that it were a matter of indiffer-
“h.]me ether the Government were anactor or an
h“’ 0; But before we can assiat to the pro-
Yee the state, in this matter, becoming a mere
e}ph or, _We must be well assured that this prin-
l’tm‘rl Indeed perform the duty in every par-
Yrg ‘;&r Now, afier looking into the matter with
uigg- "0 ® We confrss we cannot satisfy ourselves
le!m teh will be the case. On the contrary, it
© us that thereis a fallacy at the very bote

tom of the representation, that any so named prin-
ciple is efficient only as it belies its name, and near-
ly in proportion asit is not voluntary, and that be-
sides there seem to be defects in the churches,
that arise from its operation, which we have rea-
son to fear will one day produce serious evils,

There seems to us a fallacy at the very bottom
of the matter, because we have neither seen nor
heard,norread, nor, unless the age of miracles were
to return, can we form a conception of any body of
men uniting to form themselves into a religious
community, of their own mere motion, without
some impelling cause from without. Let us take
a cuse, the most resembling rea! voluntaryism that
can occur, Say that,insome quarter of the world,
there exists a community having no knowledge of
any thing deserving the name of religion—~heathens,
we shall say—hut, who would embrace religion, if
worthily presented to them. It is clear that this mere
disposition on their part will effect nothing. There
must be a miracle, or there must be some human
means,to bring religion before them, Say that what
is wanting is completed by the arrival of a mission-
ary or missionariesamong them,cf talent,and intent,
and zeal,commensurate to the enterprise, whose la-
bours result in these men forming themselves into
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a religious body—themsclves defraying the expen-
ges arising from the support of their clergy and
other cuntingencies. 'Thisis probably the nearest
approuch that can be made to a purely voluntary
church—to a budy of men defraying by their volun-
tary contributions, the expuuses of the religious
privileges they enjoy.  Yet, even in this euse, it
is apparent that this religious budy only does so
in part, Without the missionaries,its religion had
been a blank; and in so fur 8s it pays not the pecu-
niary outlay necessary to the existence and send-
ing forth of’ these missionsries, its own voluntary
contributions defray not the expenses, of the sys-
tem of religion which it enjoys,  What now have
these missionaries cost? ‘I'he question is difficult
to answer. It were a failacy toreckon the mere ex-
penses alone of the maintenance,and education,and
sending forth, of the individval migsionary. To ap

proximaie to the actual expenditure, we must con-
sider, to how many thousands, hundreds of thou-
sands, nay millions, the gospel must be effectively
preached in any land, before you can reasonably
expect to gather out of the comununity, meu pos-
sessed of the zeal, and talent, and patience, neces-
sary tc form, and send forth the successful mission

ary. We will not attempt such an estimate, but in
so far as it is brought Lefore us in what we have
next to remark. It missions to the hecathen be
held to belong to the voluntary system, because
the contributions to their support, cither by church-
es or individuals, are voluntary,it must be confess-
ed that the system is deplorably deficieat, The
fact, though a melancho y one, cannot be demed,
that though more than five sixths of the earth has
long heen overspread with people destitute of re-
ligion, and thongh for the last two or three hun.
dred years these regions have Jain open to mission-
aries, yet do they still remain unchristianized—
peints ouly, here and therey appearing illuminating
the deep gloom of heathemsm that darkens so ma-
ny lands.

Toturn however from a case necessary to be
.stated, but which is anly distantly connected with
the matter in hand, to cases that are immediately
connected withit—to churches such as the Indepen-
dents and Methodists in England,and the Seceders
in Scatland, who are held fuorth to us as examples
of the cfficiency of the voluntary system. And let
s enquirean the first place,ivw far the men who
in these cases united to form themselves into reli-
givus communities,actually themselves paid the ex
penses of that religion which was among them,
when so united. Now, it is notorious that the ma.
jority of these had been members of une or other of
the national churches, and from them had imbibed
their religious knowledge and feelings, Tielr re
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ligion was consequently the offipring of these
national churches, and not of any voluntary syatem.
Some indeed in England—for in Scotland there was
scarce one~joined themselves tothese bodies at
their first formation, over whom religious feelings
and convictions hud not previously bad any percep-
tible sway. Yet even these had learned something
ot what religion was, and had been prepared for
embracing it, by the national churches. They had
known speculatively, but still they had known,
the great religious truthe, which long radna-
ting from these sources, had fixed theinselves
inthe general convictions of the land, and were
known to be recognised as verities by the mass of
the good and great throughout it. These dissen-
ters from the natioinal churches sought not to make
a new religion, but to improve the old. Either,as
the Methodists in England,they thought that there
was a deficiency of zeal in the administrations of the
church, or, as the Seceders in Scotland, ang the
Independents in England, they conceived that some
point in the government of the church was wrong
and tended to corruption. But it is very certain,
that when any of these bodies first met, had they
asked themse)ves the question, whence is the ma.
terinl, tho substantive medium through whose
agency we received that reliyion which 18 among
us, though they mjght have looked round in va-
rious directions, they must have at length turned
themselves to the national church. They could
not then be styled voluntaries; if by that term we
mean to designate those who pay by voluntary
contribution the pecuniary outlay that has been
incurred by the infusjon inta tham of the religious
knowledge and feclings they possgss.-

Again, from the moment that any of these form-
ed themselves into a separate religious community,
the operation of the system into which & regard
for their well-being led them, has in reality been
contincally more and more divesting them of that
voluntary character which they probably believed
they were assuming. No sooner have they se-
riously turned their thoughts on what is for the
good of a church, than they have unavoidably been
led to do all that in them lay, to form themselves
into great estullishments—into systems intending
to operate,and therefore providing the means for
operating, onsuccessive generations, They have
provided churches pud parsonages as commo-
Jious and durable as possible, calculated to last
not for one, but for many ages. Their education-
al establishments have been on a similar plan. If
they have not become national churches, it is not
because they have not endeavoured to become such,
but because they have not been able to make them-

selves such.  Each of these churches believed that
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{t was the most conformable to the word of God of
any existing church. Suppose this to have been
really, prominently, the case, with regard to some
one of them, and that this particular church had
also possessed what all aimed at—the possession of
superior zeal and prudence~had these things
Leen 80, We wiay suppose that thisparticularchurch
might have been specially favosred as an instru-
ment for the diffusion of the gospel; that it night
have spread over the land, aud have gradually ab-
sorbed within its body, not only uther dissenting
sectsy but the eatablished church itself,which losing
their votaries would atlength be obliged to relin-
quish the funda placed in their hands for religious
purpuses, and become altogether extinct. Such a
church, if not a government church, would at least
bea fational church, and would naturally seek to
make its funds as effective as possible for what
would stand out before it as the great object ofits
existence—the training up the people m religion.
Its cliurches would be large, numerous, durable:
g0 would the houses of its clergy. As it would
be economical, so, tv avoid waste of its means,itis
likely that in country places small glebes would
be attached to these dwellings. ‘The educational
establishments of such a church would assuredly
be extensive in their facilities, and liberal in
their endowments. Nor, surcly were there a-
ny portion of the people unable from poveity to
procure for themselves the ministrationscf religion,
would it negloct to provide these for them. In
this case it would hold it out to the rich, as their
doty, to provide for the nccessities of their poor
brethren. Such a church could not be called vo-
luntary, in the proper meaning of the term—in the
sense of each individual in the commumty paying
the pecuniary outlay, which the religious advanta-
ges he enjoyed actually cost. Qn the contrary,
cach really religious man, in as far as money was
concerned, would owe the religion lie enjoyed to
contributions paid in years or azes before; and he
himself i his contributions, would be making pro
vision for religion reaching gencrations then un-
born,

Such a church would approach in many partic-
ulars very nearly to our conceptions of an estab-
lished church, It would differ from these in oth-
€rs.

The members of the community, neither as
tnited into a whole civil body or state, nor as
indwiduals, would be obliged in any shape to con-
tribute to the support of the generally professed
religion. The essence of its voluntaryism would
cansist in this, that any one who chose to stand al-
together aloof from the church, might avoid con-
tributing towards it. We conceive that this is by
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no meansa desirable distinctions Itwscems to us
contrary to the plainest principles of justice, in as

much as these require an cquivalent to be given
for cvery advantage received, Now, in the first
place, m such a community, there might be many
indsviduals before whom religion was continually
brought, and all its comforts presented, who yet
defrayed not in the smallest degree the expenses
of the cstublishment. Untit they united them-
selves to the church, they would not contribute to
its support. But besides this, whoever livesin a
rehigious community, though he himselt” may live
without religion, draws yet advantages—worldly
advantages—I[rom it, in the security, tranquility,
and morality xisting around him. The truth of
tins is manifested in the cause which men of this
stainp have assigned for the existence of religion—
i therwr assertion, that it owes its foundation to the
wisdum of legislutors, who liave established it as
a check tokeep the passions of the multitude in
salutary restraint.  On these two accounts, there-
forey it seems to us that it were an injustice~—a
thing essentinlly, and in itself wrong for individu-
als or a religions commumty not to coutribute to
the support of that religion, But, injustice is of u
contagious nature. Wlhere wroug is permitted
among men, it seldom fails to breed wrong. We
fear experience shows that such would be the case
here.  That the fact of many untaxed reaping the
advantages which religion bestows on a communi-
ty, would have the doplorable effect of turning the
religious feelngs of the cominunitiy to performthie
oftice of the tax gatherer. Men without religion
would be marked, and so marked; that they wonld
find their worldly presperity aud comfort injured by
their apparent neglect of religion.  Some would

bedriven into the foldin the garb of hy pocrisy,
others would stand outy exclaiming sgainst, aud
conceiving themselves ta be the victims of what
they would term, priesteratt,  Nothing muore in-
jurious to the causc of true religion can, wo tinnk,

be conceived than such results. 1t saps the very

root of the religion of love, when other fechngs
than pity predominate at the view of thuse who are
void of' religion, ‘The evils and disorders winch
the being devoid of it nay in this world give birth

to, may indeed be the proper subject of andignaa
tion, but at the contewplation of the condition it-
selfy, christian charity stnothers every feeling but

commiseration. On this head therelore, gving to

what is termed the voluntary principle all the exe

tent, and all the success conceivable, we apprehiend

it would be seriously defective,

Thereis another head also on which it seems to
us that a church established under this so nsmed

principle is naturally defective.  Wheu a church
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is established by a whole community or state, it is
generally in the power of the state, to throw the
main burden of the support of religion upon the
rent of land  This we conceive, in an economical
view, isa very decided advantage, The reason-
ings of political cconomists, or, if' these are not
held convincing,the results of universal experience,
demanstrate, that as society advances, a part of
the annual revenue of the society is absorbed in
thio payment of the claims of the landholder. In
the course of evente, and the progress of time,cer-
tain individuals become proprictors of the land
forming the territory of the state, and draw from
those who till it a variablebut large revenue. Now
these landholders are nnt in ordinary called on to
perform any service to the connnunity, They
may do go; there are many examples ofillustrious
benefits conferred on their country by individuals
of this clugs. But they are not required to do so.
st Fruges consumere nati;” their comditionis to live
and enjoy. It ia then, we think, a clear advantage,
when a portion of this fund isappropriated to sup-
port the expenses of the religion of the people—
when it is bestowed on these who labour, not on
those who sit idle. ‘Thus it is well known thatin
Scotland the parochial clergy are supported from
this fund, Their whole incomes arise from a
emall fixed amount vearly paid by the landlord—an
amount we believe which isnever begrudged them.
We shall gay that thisis equal to a fortieth part of
the yearly rent of that part of the kingdom. Were
this taken from the clergy, and given to the land-
Jord, itis clear that the community instead of gam-
ing, would lose Ly the transfer. It would lose
that portion of the revenue of the indus r . ciass-
es, which the support of the clergy would neces-
garily absorb. Inso far then, as the operation of
what is termed the voluntary principle, takes from
the wages of the labourer, aud the profits of the
capitalist, what a church supported by the state
draws from the rent of land, it would scem to be
disadvantageous to the community. But the truth
is, that every ciwrch, as it establishes itselfin a
society, is desirous of placing whatever funds it
may possess on land, because this species of pro-
perty is felt to be themost secure of all, Iu this
1espect therefore, it is likely that such a church
as we have been considering would assimilate it

selfto achurch established by the state; and, just
in proportion as it did so, would‘this disadvantage
disappear.

In those particulars, therefore, in which a church
supported by what iscalled the voluntary principle,
is held by some to excel a church supported by
the state, it scems to ug, on the contrary, that it 1s
inferior to it; and that it is iuferios to1t, in pro-
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portion as it differs from it. There remain to be
pointed out two inherent defects—the probable
sources of considerable evils,

The former of these comes very perceptibly in.
to view, when we consider that such a chureh, ri-
sing up within any comwmunity unc.nnected with
the system of governmment winch that community
has adopted,und standing apart fromit, must be re-
sarded as a separute element—an element moving
within the circleof the sucial compact, but having a
wmotion of its own, not by any means necessarily
1n union with theother parts—a distinct principle—
an $imperium in imperio*—~oue existence operating
largely on another, but for whose reciprocuting
action there is 1o machinery arranged. Sucha
condition of things might obviousiy lead to many
evils, For brevity’s sake we will only point to
one; and, for the same reason, it shall be one con-
uccted with the second defect to which we would
allude, Itisweknow very possible for a church,
however excellent, to fall away from that excel-
lence. IHowever high therefure in the rehigious
scale we may placeany churclyit is by no means im-
possible that in the course of ages it muy descend
to the lowest degrees ; that its clergy way no
longer be possessed with a truly religious spirit,
and that the efficacy of their tmnistry may cease.
Now in the case of a church estublished on the
voluntary principle there seems no constitutional
remedy for thisevil.  The whole society may have
contributed largely for successive generations to
add to its meuus, trusting that by so duing they
would add to its utility. But those very means, by
giving it independence and wealth, may have fos-
tered the pride of its clergy—may have made them
careless about the effects of their ministry, and at
length incapable of being effective ministers, The
people full away from them, but they heed not the
declension; ory 1f they do, it is but to chide ut what
tirey term the growth of popular prejudice, not to
lament over the decay of clerical zeal. Retired
within their establishments, all uncasy reflections
die away in the learned easc, and leisure, and plea-
sures, which these establishments afford. For
such a condition of things there would be no coa-
stitutional remedy. A voluntary church owes the
state nothing; for it has received nothing from it ;
norcan it be called on by the state to discharge
duties to which it never pledged itself to the state,
A great social grievance might exist for which
there would be no remedy but in a great social
wrong—in a violent inroad on the part of the state,
on property which it had never granted, or never
had had under its control. In protestant coun-
tries, the voluntary system has not any where con-
tinued for a space of time sufficient to mark by
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actual observation, the growth of such evils, In-
stitutions only operate by degrees. The changes
they produce are progressive, as generation suc
ceeds geuneration, Itis not until the lapsc of ages,’
that we can expect fully to trace the real course
any one of them shapes out for those subjected to
its agency., We raay however analogically refer
to the effect of tins systein i the times of Roman
ism. Now, we apprehend, that were a Roman
Catholic called on to wstance those who gave the
most eminent examples of the power and beauty
of his relimion, he would draw them from the vo-
Juntaries of s church—from the founders and ear
ly supporters of the monastic orders, Were he,
ou the other hand, called ou to make known the
source ol thuse evils winch, he will allow, overran
the church for centuries preceding the era of the
reformation, he would pownt to the same monastic
orders, their corruptions, licentiousness, aml am
bitton. It'asked how it could be that good and ill
flowed from the same fountun, he might probably
reply :=~thiey who founded these orders, they who
laboured at their establishment, were holy men—
men who zealously and disinterestedly devoted
themselves to the highest duties of rehgion—to
cleansing the church Irom the corruptions of the
times—to the wstruction of the peonle—to the pro-
tection of the weak frum the wrongs of the strong;
and who, renouncing the pleasures of the world,
were content to trust for the sapply of their scan-
ty persunal wants, to the voluntary offerings of
those who Uenetitted by their labours, Lives so
gpent pracured for them the esteem of most men—
the veneration of many. Numbers every where
eagerly aided them with their substance in the
prosecution of these enterprises, and the wealth
that thus flowed in on them, was at first serupu-
lously applied by them to carry out the purposes
for which 1t was given. They extended themselves
inall directions; their missions penetrated to every
fand; they formeda great und respectable body in
the chuerch., But, as time advanced, while the
riches which the fervent spirit of their founders
had procured to their respective orders remzined,
the spirit itself died away. Their successors,from
sge to age, became cold and colder. Men sought
the shelter of these establishments for their own
selfish ends. Tey turned to case, and enjoyment,
and sensual gratifications. They became the flat-
terers of the great, the despisers and deccivers of
the multitude, the opprobrium of the church of
which they had once been the ornament, the rest-
less and ambitious agitators of communities, of
wluch they had once been the benefactors.

We trust none of our readers will so far misun-
derstand us, as to conceive we are holding up,what

W

& Roman Catholic, spezking according to his real
beliefy might state, with regard to the course of
affsirs in his communion, as being an exact paral-
el to what the aperation of similar canses sy be
expected to produce within the pale of protestan-
tism.  When the ditference is so great the analo.
«y canonly be remote, Sull there is ananalogy—
an analopy which in the absence of other means
of furming an opivion must have, and ought to
have, considerable weight with us. We cannot
hut conclude, that there is danger in ) churches,
of funds set apart for the rervice of religion being
diverted from ity and abhused m the proscention of
worldly and improper objrets; nor is the danger in
any degree diminished by the fact of those funds

having been originatly procured by voluntary of-
ferings. Now, in the case of churches established
on the voluntary principle, itis impossible for the
state to provide against this danger. Bach of
these churehes grows out of the wealth and pros.
perity which the social condition, and the institu-
tions of the commusity ina which it exists, have
procured for it; und yet, in that tacit social com.
pact, which takes u bepisning  with beginning ine
stituttons, and gathers strength with thetr pro-

aress,there is no provision made agamnst those evils
whichits very possible perversion of those funds
may occasion, This we concetve to be a great
inherent defect in such churches, Butit may probe
ably be said in reply, “Your conclusions are all
drawn from the supposition, that there is only one
church within the state, and there may bea plu-
rality.,”  We made this supposition, itis true, but,
it was for the sake of simplicity of explication,
Whatever defect applies to one, applies with equal
furce to two, three, or halfa dozen churches, sup-
ported on this voluntary principle, Iuone impor-
tant particular indeed the danger of defect is in-
crensed by a plurality of churches, It is obvious
that a plurality of churchies would add to the risk
of large portions of the community being left desti~
tute of refigious instruction and ordivances. A
single church, embracing the great mass of the
cotmmunity, aud supported by them, would natur-
ally think it a duty to extend its ministrations to
those who were unable, or, for the time, disinclined
to contribute to its support. But, where the res-
ponsibilty is divided among several sects, there
micht be—we may say it is the natural condition
of things that there should be—larore masses left
uninstructed, because none of these sects can con-
ceive that it is its particular duty to extend its mi-
nistrations to all, It may indeed be supposed,that
many of the evil consequences, otherwise likely to
arise from the prolonged operation of the volun-
tary system, would be checked, because under the
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aperationof thie system,such a varicty of sects and
fluctuation of religions optnions would be produced,
thatno ono scet could spread to a suflicient extent,
or maintain itself for a sullicient timcey to permit of
the birth or growth of these evils. If any onc
should think this consideration a suflicient answer
to the objections to which the system is liabley we
cettainly would not agree with him. ‘“Though
some variety in religious belief be perhaps una.
voidable, yetit is far from desirable; and such @
continual fluctuation und successive overthrow of
sects and opinions, from age to age, asis lere con-
templated, would be one of the worst cvils that
could come on o peaple, as it would tend more than
anyothercircumstance to uproot religion altogeth-
er from among them. ‘I'o hold that up as a remedy
tor evil, which is in itself the greatest evil, were
therefure, it scems tv ug, an sbsurdity. Dot we
trust, that, underany system, such astate of things
is unlikely to have long contimuance. It is we think
not only contrary to rcason and revelation, but op-
posed to fact. It secmns to us that, when we take
into view the whole protestant world, we shall
rather see reason to rejuice that charity more and
more prevails; that the bitterness occasioned Ly
extreme views is softened; and that there is anap-
proach to general unanitnty of sentiment on reli-
gious matters; than to dread that protestantism
will be still farther divided and weakened by in-
creasing diversities of beliefy and dissentions on
these all important subjects,

But, finally, the answer to all which we have
brought forward, that will most readily present it-
self to an advocate of the voluntary principle will
we doubt not be, “The predominance in churches
established by the state, of some of those defects,
which, you assert, will develope themselves in the
progress of the voluntary system, is the very cause
of our separating from the estaolishment and be
comiug dissenters and volumaries. We deny not
these defects. On the contrary, were proof wanted,
we would set them forth as proofs, of a very melan
choly character,of thetendency of wealth and inde.
pendence to produce pride and a neglect of duty,in
ali religious estubl.shments. But we assert, that, in
a church owing its support to the state, thereis a
check on this abuse, and a remedy for it, Such
a church cahnot conceal from itself the fact thatit
exists, and is paid, for the religipus instructivn of
the whole people. If it fuil in this duty, every
one within it who has a sense of right and wrong,
feels the failure as a sensible reproach, This feel-
ing acts as a constant stimulant to the zeal of the
¢huich, and has a continual tendencey to excite it
to recover any ground it may have lost. Again
we hold, that, if a church supported by the state,
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for the religious instruction of the people, fail irr
this its duty, it is the business of the state, cither
directly, or indirectly, to remedy the abuse, In
this casey we hold that it iscalled on either to efs
fect the removal of the defects that diminish the
utihity of the estabhishment, or to withdraw the
tfunds that support it. In this, in our conception,
lies the great advantage of establishments, and,
notwithstanding the length to which we have al.
ready run, we must be indulged with a few words
on what, in the apprehensions of very many, lies,
we believe, at the root of the whole matter..
(To be continued )

CAURCit OF GENEVA,
From D*Aubigne's “Voice from the Alps.,”

The great reformer of Geneva had sufficient of the
mind and penctration of our own reformers, not to
leave the church hie had modelled without creeds and
forns of sound words. Along with a catechism
which bore the name of Calvin, & liturgy which still
exists, though only occasionally used, and various
rules for the government of the church, the creed of
the Elcivetic chu-ches was adopted as the Gencvan
rule of faith, and it was not until those records of the
truc confession were cither slighted or fell into disuse,
that error began to invade the Church of Geneva. A
leading minister (or pastor) of the present day, Loasts
that il isnow mniore than a century since thedoc-
tune ofthe Trinity was quietly laid aside, by Alpon-
so Turrctine, the then professor of theology. But
the first posiuve indication we can find of such a fall-
ing away appears in the year 1777, when Professor
Vinet allowed Arvian theses to be maintained in his
presence by the students of the ucademy. It isnota
little singular that we have to look about this time for
the real theological opinion of the Geneva doctors, in
the writings of an unbeliever, I mean those of Jean
Jacques Rousseau, and it would almost seem as if
posterity had shown their gratitude for this discovery
to ‘“the sclfitorturing sophist,’ by evecting a bronze
statue, in the late improvements of their city, to his
memury, the inauguvation of which was duly ho-
nored by the attendance of the liberal professor of di-
vinity now cxisting.  In those writings of Rousseau,
entitled. *Lettres cerites de lJa Montaigne,” we have
the lamentable condition of the Genevan divinity’
brought to light *“You ask them,” (the pastors,) says
the philosopher, “whether they belicve in the divinity
of Chirist? They dare not answer.  You ask them if
he was a mereman? They are embarrassed, and will
not say they think so.” Nor can we suppose the pre-
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sence of Voliaire, during his residence at Ferney, and
his sojourn of two years within sizht of Geneva,would
contribute to chicistianize tho theology of the waver.
ing postors.  In thisstate the Frenely revolution founq
the Genevan church, and as a constituent Lody it wus
deemed expedient to spareit. A prayer for the em-
peror was introduced into the litmigy ; the consistory
resumed its functions, and a full and free admission
was given to French intercourse and wmanners, sothnt
the stern Presbyteriamsm of Calvin was rcduced to
sueh a state as to allow the opening of the theatres ot
a Sunday evening, and every other kind of Sabbath
desccration, from which the oncc favored cuy has
never yes vecoversed.

Great joy was manifested at the restoration of'the
old republic, and Geneva was annexcd to the Iel-
veiic confederation. T'his ought to have been a so-
Jemn occasion for re-introducing the Helvetic confes-
sion of faith; but the decision of the company of pas-
tors was futal to all creeds. The catechism of Cal.
vin had gone through the crucible of more than a cen-
tury of corrections, and as it now stands, as far as
doctrinal points are concerned, might be conscientious-
1y signed by a Sociman or 2 Mahommedan,

Notwithstanding the effects of a cold philosophy
and the demozalizing influence of the French revotu-
tjon, there had constantly been mamtamed in many
ofthe best Geneva fanulies, a Ingh veneration for the
reformed faith, and this 13 not wnhout cffect in the ad-
justment of the national religion; the Bivle was held
up a5 the standard of truth, and m Geneva, although
her professors of divinity may be accused, of corrupting
by translation, the sacred text, yet the ciszens could
never be accused, asa body, of rejecting in principle
the word of God. *

Amongst the great number of British subjects
which flocked to the continent after the peace, there
were some who went for the express purpose of seck-
jng out the religious condition of the people; and the
ancient renown of Geneva attracted their special at-
tepuop to that city.  Two gentlemen, remarkable for
their zeal, arrived at Geneva in the year 1818, and en-
deavoured to stir up some of the inhabitants to a pro-
per sense of the faith of Calvin ; armed with religious
tracts and addresses, they went like two missionaries
inte an unbroken field of labor, where they found but
few voices to respond to their appeal. It was not
long, however, after their departure, that it was found
some seed had becn sown, and that the English Me.
thodists, as Messrs. Drummond and Ialdune were
designated, had been the authors of religious discord
jn the peaceful republic. Cresar Malan was at that
timea young man with a2 wife and family, and had
no other subsistence but the scanty income arising
from his situation as tcacher of the fifth class in
the Geneya academy-—of a warm disposition, ready
talent, and easy address; he appeared to possess
the necessary qualifications far a modern reformer;
hehad studied, with autention and solemnity, the
word of God ; he lamented over the fallen condition of
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his national church; and when he ascended the pul-
P, whach he occasionally did as a ‘proposant’ for the
onnistry, he dwelt strongly on the corcuption of hu-
wman natuee, the all-sulicient sacrifice of Clrist, and
the work of the Tloly Spirit upon the heart § nor did
he abstain, which was the powt of hisoffending, from
designating the  pastors, as a body, bhind guides of
the people, and apostates from the futh of their ances-
tors,  ‘The appearance of an apostle like tlus in a ci.
1y where the power of the gospel had ceased to be
felty, snon attracted the atiention of the rulers, and
raised the curiosity of the people, and those doctrines
which might have been read by the citizens of Gene-
va in every page of Culvin’s institutes, which they
prestrved with great veneration in the public libraries,
were pronounced and condemned as novelties, and
thrown back upon the Eaglish Methodists, who
had sown the sceds of disseasion in the ‘enlightened
city.’

"he principle which the vencrable company of pas-
tors had laid down, prevented themy, in the first in-
stunce, from visiting M. Malan with ccclesiastical cen-
sure; for havieg fiest abolished all creeds, they had
proclaimed o full and free hibesty for every one to
preach what doctanes he chose, providing they were
noral, and deawn from the text of Seripture.  Asthis
gave equal liberty to the lugh Calvinist and to the
low Soemun, 1t dud not apnear how they could call
Casar Malan to account, without also arraigning the
professor of divimity.  But as the Calvinistic preach-
er had colled the Arian and Socmian body blind
guides, they couceived they had a right, consistently
wuth their prineiples, to enjoin upon him not to speak
of his bretliren afier this wanner in the public assem-
blics. Upon this ground, an ecclesinstical prosecu-
tion was wstituted ; it lasted many weeks, and drew
toith the passions, preudices, and feclings of the
whole populatiun of Geneva.  The history of this
singular process would of uself il a volume : the re-
suit was, that Cesar Malan was prohibited from
preaching in any pulmt belonging to the national
church ; was deposed fiom Ius office of cluss-teacher,
and deprived of his munsterial character.  The pro-
to-martyr of modern Geneva was crowned with the
approbation of all who contended for the faith; and
for some time the praise of Cxsar Malan was in all
the churches.  EHe was enriched with gifts from Scot-
land, England and America: he was enabled, in a
few months, to busld a chapel without the walls ofthe
city, and procure for himself and family a comforta-
ble habitation ; he recerved a yeardy income for the
support ofthe gospel at Geneva,  And now, as the
pasiors of £80 per annum walk past the house of the
excluded nunister, and eye his visible property, they
ruadily insingate that Orthodoxy or Mcthodism is the
surest rond to worldly preferment.  Mr. Malan, with
many excellencics and some of the infirmities common
to us all, ousht to be regarded as the proncer of a new
eca in the Geneva chureh; and I account him worthy
of the patronage and encouragement he has reccived
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from Christinns in forcign countries.  Ilis chapel is
now conducted chicfly by himself, ncar the gate of the
city which leads into Savey. Hiz church is com-
posed of nbout 130 poor people, besides being joined
by some English travellers in the scason, and he still
preserves the title which he originally save to his in-
ttr tion——L3slise du Temoignage.

Since Dr. Malan (for he has of late years obtained
his degree in Scottand ) was excluded from the Gene-
va body of clergy, it huas been my fortune to witness
and take some part in the subscquent proceedings at
Geneva. The Anglican church, which was original-
ly begun by the piesent Bishop of Winchester, in
1816, has been ‘n ei'y of vefage’ for many who were
deprived of the means of grace in their own commu-
nity. And I cannot but feel thankful to that provi-
dence, who, at such a time, placed mie in a situation
to exhibit the apostolic Church of England as more
catholic in character and spirit, and more Liberal in
act, than an Arian synod.  The mass of tite Gene-
van population were of couise oppused to the uew re-
ligionists, whom they called Momices; amd the
scenes  which were once exhibited in our own
country at the doors of the Wesleyan class-mect-
ings, were acted over again at the mectings of the
Momiers.

A new scct soon sprung up, whizh in carlier times,
with us, might have been designated Puritans. They
have still their chapel and community, and yeckon
among their number some of the most devoted citi~
zens of Geneva,  Amongst them is one who deserves
notice, not only because of his personal merits, but
because he was the next vietim of persecution in the
‘liberal church. Ordained, lLke Cmuar Malan, to
the initiatory office of minister, Mr. Bost preached
the gospel with zeal and fidelity. Humble and mo-
dest in his demeanour, apright in all his proceedings,
with neitlier purse nor scrip fur his journey, he went
round lts native mountains to proclaim salvation
through Jesus,

The vencrable company could not endure the re-
proach. He was called before the Cousistory, and,
after pleading his own cause, in a speech of two hows,
was condemned as a transgressor of t! ¢ church’s dis-
cipline, and returncd home to a wife and nine children
without the means of subsistence. The moie brilliant
career of Dr. Malan for a time cclipsed thic humble tes-
timony of poor Bost. 1 recolicct acircumstance which
made upon my mind one of those inexpressibly soft
impressions which religious sympathy atone is capa-
ble of producing.  The English chaplain at Geneva
is sometimes called upon to muke a journey to Berne,
to perform a marriage ceremony in the house of the
British minister. It was on one of those accasions,in
winter, returning to Geneva, that 1 found wy com-
panion in the Diligence to be a man of faith and pious
zeal.  The humble looking individual, who spoke
with much eloquence of the love of God in Christ,was
unknown to me personally, until we arrived at the
Jarge village of Paycrne, in the canton of Vaud. Du-
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ring the time the horses were in changing, the doorof
the coach was besieged by several children and a few
up-grown people.  Some of them brought feuit, others
brewd, anld various erticies of food, and with much af.
fection ponred theie tribute into the good mau's lap.
e observed my look of inquiry, and when he had
kiedly saluted his fricrds, i said, with a smile of
satisfuction, ‘Ce sont des cnfans de Dieu qui me
portent dry prin “These are the children of God who
uring me bicad.”  This I found was the exiled minis-
ter Bost, who, in all the country round alout, was
known as the apostle of the poor; and thesc were the
wages he carried home to his wife and nine children,
Mr. Bost isthe author of several excellent publications ;
the last, which has but recently appearcd, is a Histo-
ry of the Moravian brethren; and [am happy to add
that this fiithful scevant of God is employed as an
cvangeiist by the saciety of Guneva, to which I have
uow to call your aliewtion,  [€there be any thr g I

r gret fu the case of tiis excellent man, it is the luile
I have ever donc toaliovite hus temporal difficulues.

It 15 1ot to by supposed tiat during those consisto-
tial proczedings, the wnbabitants of Geneva remained
tranquil spectators, and that there was no intecest ex-
cited in the churches of the Reformanon It wasno
casy task for the venaiable company of pastors to
waintain their principle of perfect hiberty of opinion
in the cliuwech, whilst they suspeaded from their spirit-
ual functions the nmunisters who were opposed to them.
Alarmed lust the new doctrines should spread, and
the pulpits of the canton should become as so many
arenas of coatroversy, they had recourse to an expe-
dicnt wlich forins a singular feature ia the history of
ceclesiastival proceedings.  They smposed upon every
canddate for adnussion to the ministiy four articles
of unbehf, forbidding them to introduce into the pul-
it any cntire subject upon the following points @ Ist.
Upononginal sin - 2d. Upon predestmation : 3d. Upon
the manner of the operation of grace: 4th. Upon the
mannerof the divinity of Christ,

‘The religions journals in England and Scotland
now raised an wimost unanimous cry against the he-
terodox church of Geneva, which the pastors heard
with stoical indifference.  If accused of denying the
dvinity of Christ, they said they were calumniated.
If asked whether they betieved in the doctrine of the
Trinity, they replied that there was no such wordm
Seripture.  Aand although it was the entire conviction
of all who knew any thing of the state of religious
doctrines at Geneva, that the great articles of the re-
formed faith were gone, it was impossible to fasten
tiecharge upon any two pastors of the Protcus-lke
body. Ifarraigned upon the charge of the four ne
gative articles, they said those were imposed upon th:
young minister for the sake of peace, but were to bt
set aside in the course of time, as indeed they have
Leen since.  But whilst men were wondering what
doctrines were to be considered as the Christianity
of the Geneva church, and how it was that this

church stitt retained in its bosom an orthodox Dicde
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ti, a Trinitarian Moulinie, a spiritually-minded Gaus.
sen, and a humble Coutin; the hively professor of di-
vinity set the question st rest, by publishing & scries
of essays with the following titles: Essay against
original sin; Essay against the Tiinuarian system;
Essay aguinst justification by fuith, &c!  These wii-
tings emanating from the theological chair, and chut
without a word of remonstrance from the ecelesiast-
cal body, were considered to express the sentimenis
of that body, and yet individually they would nct
admit the conclusion, but took refuge in the motto of
theit liberal standard of fuith, ‘every man may have
and publish his own opinions, and be of our church,’
This fuir spoken scheme, however, wus a mercname,
when it became a question of how they should act
with & refractory Calvimst or an intoleraut Monues ;
and an opportunity scon occurced for the excrcisc of
Arian and Socinian hberality.

In the bosom of this fallen church thers was a lit-
tle fasthful company of pastors and laymen, who huad
Jong lamented the daughter of their Zion sitting
the dust, and by a wounderful providence, it happened
that these were some of the most nobls and wealihy
citizens of Geneva. The pastor to whom they es-
pecially looked, dwelt at the extremity of the canton,
in a small village under the Mont Jura, where for sev-
eral years he lad fuithfully preached to his rustic
flock Jesus Clirist, and him crucified; but the lifeless
catechisin which the venerable synod had imposed
upon the settled parish minister, to teach the children,
was not used by the spiritually-miunded pastor of the
village of Satigny. This breach of discipline was
obseived, and watched with a jealous eye by the cc.
clesiastical body, About the same time (we are now
speaking of the ycar 1830,) there came to Geneva, uf
ter an ubsence of some years Mousieur Merle D'Au-~
bigne, who had been pastor of the French 1efoim-
¢d church at Brussels, and now well-known as the
author of "“The History of the Reformution of the Six-
teenth Century,” A third minister, of like evangeli-
cal sentimenis, was laboring in his vocation of school-
master at home, and oceasionally preaching with much
warmth and feeling the tiue doctrines of the cross.
These three men, pressed with an earaest desire to
raise the etandard of their theological education at
Geneva, drew up a respectful communication, which
they addressed 1o the government. They declared
that a new school for the instruction of the young men
intended for the ninistry was now become necessary,
and they made special refercnce to the anti-Cinistian
principles which were iuculcated from the divinity
chair, as set forth in the recent publication of the pro-
fessor. They proceeded to collect contributions, and
to fourd their new school, to which any who chose
were to have access; but whilst thus occupicd, they
were all three summoned to appear before the fonnid-
able synod.  Here again might be interposed volumes
of pleadings, censures, letters, and written opinions
of neighbouring churches; but I must be content with
suuing gle result, whichi was, that Monsieur Gaussen
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was deposed fiom his living of Satigny, and interdict.
ed, together with his two colleagucs, from ascending
any pulpit in the canton of Geneva,  Thus in about
twelve years five spiritual persons were put out of the
anti-T'rmitarian synagogue, which consisted of about
thirty-five in all; that is to say, we have the singulac
wstance of a body of ministers, professing to act
upon the principle of full and free toleration for all
religious opinsons, and, that the liberty night Le por-
fect, abolishing sll tosts and creeds, in the course of
twelve yenrs are found to have excluded one seventh
part of their number.  From which, as members of
the Church of England, we infer that it is more liberal
to have creeds and articles which define the principles
and conditions upon winch a caundidute is udmitied to
the holy uffice,

This melancholy state of things gave rise to the
new theologicul academy of Geneva; and to the es-
tablistment of the Evangelical Society; which was
foliowed by the cstublishment of the Paris Society of
the sume name, and for similar objects jn Fiance,

The new theological academy of Geneva proceed-
ed under the auspices of English, Scotch, American,
und Swiss Christians, It was sc a2 furnished with
four profcssors, three of whom were the cxcluded mi.
nisters; it rveckoned from twelve to twenty regular
students, and some munificent donations fiom the
United States cnabled them to found six scholarships
or exhibitions, at £25 per annum ench. The weale
thy Genesa laymen, to whom I have alluded, came
furwad boldly, aud by thesr efforis, joined to exer-
tivns made in this country, they huve been enabled
to build a new church, to which the academy is at-
tached ; und, to add to the whole, an evangelization
deparunent, fur the purpose of carrying the gospel ia-
to the neigbouring disuicts of France, All thego
things were effected within the space of two years afe
er the destitution of the three faithful witnesses,

We have then the state of the Church of Geneva
thus cxhibited. The national body of pastors, about
thirty in number, may now rveckon about seven orthoe
dox and godly men, amongst whom is the great name
of Dioduti, whose faith is uncorrupt, as v'as that of
his ancestor, the first Who translated ihe Scriptures
into the languageof modern Rome. At the other end
of the thcological scale the mixed synod may reckon
two or three Socinians, Theintervening space may
be filled up with Arians or semi-Arians, no three of
whom would be found to agree upon any one great
article of the Christian faith. By the side of this
mournful picture stands the Evangelical Society, with
its new school, and its claim tobe the real church of
Geneva, because it is regulated by the ancient rule of
fuith, and holds the Litwgy and Catechism as left by
Ticodore Beza. The Geneva people are wuch dis-
pesed to listen to the truth. Whirever a pastor is
known to be preaching the tyue doctrines, his church
is crowded; ana the church of tl.e Societe Evangelique
1s well attended three times every uuday.
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HINTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF TNE ANCIENT PREVALENCE

OF IDOL-WORSHIP, '

The superior information which the goodness of
Providence and the benign influeace of true reli-
gion have diffused among all nations of clristians
of the present day, leads us to wonder at the ex-
traordinary stupidity of former tines, ' The Jews
at the time of onr Lord’s appearance among them,
8aid, if they kad been in the days of their fathers,
they would not have slain the prophets. So we, in
our funcied superiority, say, or at Jeast think, if we
had been in the times of the ancients, we wonld
not have paid divine honors to graven images.
And no doubt, if we could with all our present
knowledge and present feelings, be transported
back to their times, it is tolerably manifest that we
would not. But the question is not how we would
haveacted among them, if blessed with all our pres-
ent advantages; but how we would haveacted if
favoured only with their scanty knowledge, if pen.
etrated with their common impressions, with their
associations and with their habits of thought.

Man, bent upon amusement in every stage of
society, is pcculiarly so disposed in a rude and un-
civilized age. Having then few objects on which
to occupy his thoughts, he pursues the few that
are Jevel to his capacity, with inextinguishable ca-
gemess. His disregard of consequences, and in
many cases, his ignorance of them, lead him to
pursue the present object of desire, whatever it
may be, without counting the cost. The amuse-
ment of the present hour absorbs his whele soul,
and leads him to ueglect alike all regard to truth,
and ail attention to futurity. ence sprung one
of the most powerful causes which led to the
practice aud the continuance of idol-worship.
The practice was carly connected with gay scencs,
festive pleasurcs, noisy merriment, indolent for-
getfuloess of manly pursuits, frequently with crimi-
nal excesses or sensual indulgence. The intrusive
advice of the moralist was repelled with a sncer,
and the gaudy haunis of riot and licentiousness
were sought with less control. Thus when Aaron
had made the golden calf; in conformity with the
tumultuous invitations of the people, and had pro-
claimed a feastto the Lord under this absurd form
of worship ; they rose carly on the morrow, and
drought peace-nfferings, (as on the eve of ancw ca-
Teer of prosperity ;) and the people sat doten (o cat
and todrink, and roscup to play.* Inthis basc
rejection of the directions of Moses, and of the
commands of their Gud, they were influenced in
po small degree by the parade and frivolity of the
new worship they adopted.

1 *Exod. xazil, .
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Many other instances occur in the Jewish histo.
ry of this conjunction of idvlatry and headlong
devotion to sports. Iuthe 24th chapter of Numw.
bers, we find that people forming an intimate con.
nexion with the Midianites, an idolatrous nation iy
whose nesghbourhood they resided. The inter
course of the two people was cclebrated Ly the
performance of superstitious and licentious rites,
Mutual feasting and jollity abounded. Inthe lus.
tory of Samson, it appears when that hero fiell in.
to the hands ot the Philistines, they made a sacri.
fice to their god Dagorn, and a general festival,
becauge their eneiny was delivered into their pow-
er.®  Also, when the king of Babylon, set up a
nagnificent gilt or golden image m the plain of
Dura, and required his subjects to do it homaget
the splendid array of musical struments indicates
the joy and festivity which were intended to ac.
company this impious uct of worslip. It was no
doubt the celebration of some of the great victo-
ries of that vain conqueror.

It may be said perhaps, that the worship of Isra.
¢l admitted of joy and festivity as much as the
heathen rites, and consequently the latter practice
wasunot particularly promoted by tins circumstance.
‘Thus, when Moses sang the song of trinmph at the
passuge of the Red Sea, all the people rejoiced,
and Miriam followed the procession with timorels
and choral dauces of the womnen. § It is true these
pious solemmitics were cclebrated  with rejoi-
Joicing ; and they could not be siucerely perform-
cl, if they had not been o, But the joy of these
celebrations was of a more staid, solemn and rea-
sonable kind. The joy arose from the remem-
brance of the unspeakable bouuty of Almigluy
God. It was the contemplation of the goodness
shewn to them and to their fathers, and the hope
of the same protection to them and their children
in time to come, that called forth their pious and
delightful aspirations. Itwas a joy that joined
teverence with mirtk, It was thonghtful, sedate,
contemplative. It did not lead to jollity and wau-
tonuess ; but, on the contrary guarded against
them ; and indeed presented the most effectual of
all obstacles to thesc corruplers of the heart,

This union of idolatry and cxcessive amusement,
may be likewise odserved among the heathens.
The diamatic representations among the Greeks,
dated from the fustivals of a particular divinity.
The periodical games so cclebrated amang that
people, were severally instituted in honor of a par-
ticular deity.  And the horrific shows of the gla-
diators among the Romans, were a continuation
of certain rites intended to appease thie mancs of

*Judges xvi. 26, § Danicliii. § Exod. xv.
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the dead. Similar observations might be made on
other sacrificial institutions among these renown-
ed nations.

Amidst this boundless thirst for diversion, it
cannot be imagined, that the love of truth would
be prominently cultivated. We may more rea-
sonably suppose that it was scldom thought of.
The mind dissipated in quest of show or of
pleasure, would think little of the truth or false-
hood of the doctrines affered for its belicf, aor of
the reality of the benefits for which its gratitude
was demanded. Provided the primary object of
pursuity the excited delight of the present hour,
was not restrained, it was very immaterial for
what purpose the feast, the song, the revelry, and
the excess were appointed. In such circumstan-
ces the mund easily yiclded to the sympathies of
those around, and gave a ready asseut to acclama-
tions of worship which left notime for thought,
and brought with them so much pleasant enjoy-

ment,
A present deity ¢ they shont around §
A preseat deity ¢ the vaulted roofs rchonnd,

It was a matter ef indifference, whether, the being
thus deified was, as in those verses of Dryden, and
in the casc mentioned Acts xii. 22, a present
sovereign, or an imaginary invisible personage, to
whom their fears or their wishes had given birth,
In both aud in all similar cases, 2 regard to truth,
was cqually discarded.

There is scarcely any subject in which mankind
are naturally so intolerant as in their diversions.
Ia cultivated sges this may be less apparent, as
menlearnby experience to make allowance for each
other’s diversities of hiunor. Butamong rude men,
& face that would attempt to frown at the public
anausenient, would be lunted and pelted down,
No such face durst show itself, The want of
sympatly with the universal joy, would appear an
instance of malignity not to be endured. Thesitua.
tion of & person who disavowed these pastimes in
anancient nation,may be known from thc condition
of one amung oursclves who disappraves of the
theatre or the race-course, and wounld dare to be
present at such an exhibition for the purpose of
reproving it. It is our happiness to have it inour
power to choose our reereations.  They, in many
cascs, had no alternative.

One of the most marked features of the super-
stitions of rude nations, whether ancient or wo-
dern, was an utter contempt for truth. Truth
in theology, if we can give that name to their
opinions, was, &nd is yet hicld in no cstimation.
It was not so much through absolute ignorance,
that they erred, though there was much of that
also, but through the entire disregard in which
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truth was held. The era of the diffusion of Chris-
tiunity, 13 to be considered not only as the era
when a true doctrine prevailed, but when the im-
portance of truth, whatever it might turn out to
be, came to be adwitted. Henceforth, truth,
wherever it was found, was to be considered as
of primary importance,

It ought not to be forgotten, that political mo-
tives lind a powerful and extensive influence on
the absurd exhibitions of the heathen temple, If
the converts to Christianity, or the adherents of
Judaism, could have stretched their consciences so
far as to offer sacrifices at the statue of Cmsar ;
their absence from the festivals of Mars and Apole
lo, would have been more readily excused. While
thousands of them risked their lives and endured
the hardships of the severest campaigns to defend
the life of their emperor, or to swell the triumphs
of his reign, yet, if they refused to present the
unhallowed incense at his shrine, they might
within the lapse of a few months, be exposed on s
gibbet, or devourcd by wild beasts before the as-
sembled citizens. No doubt the insecurity of the
title by which most of the Emperors held their
crown, and the danger they ran of being displaced
by more successful candidates, contributed great-
ly to produce and to avgment this grievous spe-
cics of intolerance.

These hints as to the growth and prevalence of

one of the most enormous instances of human folly
and depravity, that the world has witnessed, are

presented for the consideration of those who have
more time for the prosecution of this momentous,
though not very pleasing inquiry. The slightness
of some of these causes, such as the love of di-
version and the desire of sympathy, will form,
it is presumed, no objection with those who have
natrowly conaidered the subject. From a slight
spark, scarcely visible to the eye, the greatcest con-
flagrations have arisen. w.
Qucbee, Aug. 1332,
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THR BARLY HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIASIEN IN THR
UNITED S$TATES,

Prom Hodge's * Constitntional f8istory of the Presbyterion
Chureh fu the United Stutes of Awerlea.”

#The history of American colonization is ths
history of the crimes of Europe.”” The Scotch pres
byterians had not escaped their portion of the persc-
cutions, which all opposers of prelacy, in Gieat
Butain, experienced during the reigns of James 1L
and Charles [. It was not, however, until the res-
toration of Charles §f. that the measure of their
wrongs and sorrows was rendered full. James had
been educated a calvinist and presbyterian, and
when leaving Scotland to ascend the vacant throne
of Elizabeth, he assured his countrymen of his love
for their church, and of his determination to support

it. He had, however, bardly crossed the Tweed be-J

fore be began to manifest his aversion to a form of
church discipline, which he regarded as essentially
republican,  The submissive demeanour of the En-
glish bishops, and theic high doctrine as to the power
of kiogs, confirmed a conversion which had already
taken place. The Scottish presbyters were accus:
tomed 10 urge him to repent of his sins; the English
bishops, on their knees, assured him he spoke by the
fmmediate assistance of God. It is not wonderful,
therefore, that James adopted the cause of the lutter,
and made it his own. He knew enough, however,
of the people whom he had lcft, or had sufficient res-
pect for their opinions, to induce him to proceed with
some degree of caution in his attempis 10 bring the
ecclesiastical polity of Scotland into harmony with
that of England. His more unhappy son determined
10 cffect at once, and by authority, what his arbitrary,
but timid father was content to accomplish gradually,
and with some appearance of co-operation by the
church. He first ordered n book of canons to be pub-
lished, and enforced on his own authority, altering es-
seatially the constitution ofthe church; and then a li-
turgy, copied in a great measure from that of England,
but altered by Laud, =0 as to bring it into nearer
conformity with the Roman missal.  This he ordered
shoald be used by all ministers, on pain of suspen-
sion, Itwas resisted in all pacts of the kingdom, and
by all classes of the people, from political as well as
yeligiousmotives. It was not merely a form of pray-
er, but an absolute despotism, which the people op-
posed. If the kinz, without the concurrence of the
nation or the church, could introduce the English
liturgy, why not the Roman mass? Thesearcbitrary
measures excited an opposition which * preserved the
liberties, and overthrew the monarchy of England.”
Unjust as was the conduct of this unfortunate mo-
narch, it appears mild and honourable when compa-
ved with that of his son, Charles 1., at the time of
bis father’s death was a friendless fugitive. The
Seateh offered o receive him as their king, on condi-
tien that he should pledge himself by oath to vegard
and preserve their presbyterian form of church gov-
emmment,  To this heasseated.  When he astived in
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the kingdom he subscribed the covenant; and agaia
at his coronation, under circumstances of much mora
than usual solemnity, he swore to preserve it invio.
late. ‘The Scotch, accordingly, armed ir his defence ;
but, divided among themsclves, and led by a general
vecy unfitto cope with Cromwell, they were soon de-
feated, and Charles was again driven to the continent.
When he returned in 1620, he voluntarily renewed his
promise to the Scotch, by whom his restoration had
been greatly promoted, not to interfere with the liberty
of their church. Nosooner, however, was he firmly
seated on his throne, than all these oaths and promises
were forgoiten. Presbyterianism was at once abol-
ished, and cpiscopacy established ; not such as it was
under James I, when bishops were little more than
standing moderators of the presbyteries, but invested
by the arbitrary mandate of the king, with the ful-
ness of prelatical power.  An act was passed making
it penal even to speak publicly or privately against the
king’s supremacy, or the government of the church by
archbishops and bishops. A court of high commis-
sion, of which all the prelates were members, was
crected and ermed with inquisitorial powers.  Multi-
tudes of learned and pious ministers were ejected from
their parishes, and ignorant and ungodly men, forthe
most part introduced in their stead.  Yet the people
were forced, under scverc penalties to attend the min-
istrations of these unworthy men. Al ejected min-
1sters were prokibited preaching or praying except in
thrirown fumilies ; and preaching or praying n the
fields was made pnnishable with death, Any one,
though the ncarest relative, who should shelter, aid,
or in any way minister to the wants of those de-
nounced, was held liable to the same penalty as the
person assisted. All landholders were required to
give bond that their familics and dependents should
abstain from attending any conventicle, To enforee
these wicked laws torture was freely used to extort
evidence or confession ; familics were reduced to ruin
by exhorbitant fines; the prisons were filled with vie-
tims of oppression; multitudes were banished and
sold as slaves ; women and even children were toriu-
red or murdered for refusing to take an oath they
could not uaderstand; soldiers were quartered upon
the defenceless inhabitants, and allowed free license;
wen were hunted like wild beasts, and shot or gibbet-
ted along the highways. Modern history hawdly af
fordsa parallcl to the cruelty and oppression under
which Scotland groaned for nearly thirty years.
And what was all this for? It was to support epis-
copacy. It was done for the bishops, and, in a great
measure, by them. They were th  instigators and
supporters of these cruel laws, and of the still more
cruel exccution of them. Is it any wonder, then,
that the Scotch abhorred episcopacy 3 It was in their
experience identified with despotism, superstition, and
irrcligion.  Their Jove of presbyterianism was one
with theic love of liberty and religion. As the par-
liament of Scotland was never a fair representation of

the people, the geaeral assembly of their church bee
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came their great organ for reeisting oppression and
withstanding the sncroachments of their sovereigns.
The conflict therefore which in England was so long
kept up between the crown and the house of com-
mons, was in Scotland sustained between the crown
and the church, This was one reason why the
Scotch became so attached to preshyterianism; this
too was thereason why the Stuarts hated it, and de-
termined at all hazards to introduce prelacy as an ally
to despot:sm.

Considering the long-continved persccution of the
Scotch presbyterians, just referred to, the wonder is
that they did not universally forsake their country.
The hope of regaining liberty at home, however, ne-
ver entirely deserted them; and in their darkest hours
there were occasional glimpses of better things to
come, which led them to abandon the designs of emi-
gration which they had formed. A company of thi-
ty noblemen and gentlemen had contracted for a large
tract of land in Carolina, as an asylum for their per-
secuted countrymen, when the hope of the success of
the English patriots, engaged in the plot for which
Russel and Sydney suffered, led them 10 relinquish
their purpose.  Still, though the emigration was not
so great as might, under such sufferings, have been
cxpected, it was very considerable.

What portion of the four thousand presbyterians
who, according to Mather, came to New England be-
fore 1640, were from Scotland or Ircland, his account
does no: enable the reader to determine. At a later
period, a hundred families from lecland settled Lon-
donderry in New Hampshire. They brought with
them the Rev. James McGregor as their pastor, * who
remained with them until his death, and his memory
is still precious among them. He was a wise, faithful
and affectionate guide to them both in civil and reli-
gious concerns.”  In 1729, a church was organized in
Boston, composed of Scotch and Irish, which cou-
tinged presbytesian until 1786. The Revr. Mr. Moor-
head was their first pastor, “ an honest, faithful, and
laborious minister.” Other emigrants scttled at Pcl-
ham and Palmer. There was a chiurch also at Hamp-
don.

At what time the Scotch and Irish Legan to emi.
grate to New York, it is not easy to escertain  Smith
says, the inhabitants of the city in 1708, were “Dutch
Calvinists, upon the plan of the church of Hullund,
Freach refugees on the Geneva model, a few Euglish
episcopalians, and a still smaller number of English
and Irish presbyterinns. Having increased in num.
bers, they ¢ called Mr. Anderson, a Scotch minister,
0 the pastoral charge of their congregation: and Dr
John Nicolls, Patrick McKnight, Gilbert Livingston,
ard Thomas Smith, purchased a picce of ground and
founded a church”  That the members of tha:
congregation were principally Scot¢ch may be in-
ferred from the following facts. Of the four gentle-
men who were the original purchasers of the ground
for the erection of the church, Dr. Nicolls was a na«
tive of Scotland, he bad the principal and almost
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exclusive control of the pecuniary aflairs of the
church, and is spoken of by Mr. Pemberton, “as
ane of its principal founders, and its greatest bene-
factor.”  Mr. Patrick McKnight was from the north
of Ireland; Mr. Gilbert Livingston, was Scotch by
birth or immediate descent ; Mr. Thomas Sauth’s ori-
gin is not known. The Rev. Mr. Anderson, their
fiest pastor, settled in 1717, was a Scoteh mimster,
ordained by the presbytery of Irvine. In 1720, a
petition was presented to the president of the council
for an act of incorporation, and would probably have
been granted, but for the active opposition of the ves-
try of Trinity church, asthe couucil to whom the
president referred the application, reported w its fa-
vour. ‘This application was made by ** Me. Ander-
son, presbyteriun minister, and Patrick McKoight,
John Nicolls, Joseph Leddel, Johin Blake, and ‘Thomas
Inglis, in behalf of themnsclves, and the rest of the
presbyterian congregation in the city of New York.”
The petition states, that the applicants hind purchased
a piece of ground and erccted a convenicut house for
the worship of God, *“after the manner of the pres-
byterian church of North Brutain.” It further details
the inconvenient way in which they were obliged to
vest the title of their property in certain individuals,
1o be held by them until the congregation should be
incorporated *as one body politic in fact and in
name, for carrying on their said pious intentions, and
the free use and exercise of their said religion in its
true doctrine, discipline and worship, according to the
rules and method of the established church of Nornth
Britain.”  They therefore pray the president, by
letters patent under the great sealof this provinee, to
incarporate them by the name of the ministers, eiders,
ard deacons of the presbyterian church in the city of
New York.” The account which was published of
their long and fruitless cfforts to obtain an act of in-
corporation, is entitled * Case of the Scotch Presby-
terians,” &c.  There can, therefore, be no doubt as
to the origin and carly character of this congregation.
A portion of the people bemng  dissatisficd with Mr.
Anderson’s strictness as a prespyterian, were, by the
trustees of Yale Coliege, crected into a scparate con-
gregation.  This interference gave great umbrage to
the presbytery of Long Island, and much is said in
reference to it in aur early records.  This new con-
gregation did ot long continue,  DMost of its mem-
bess, it is belicved, returned to the old church. At a
subscquent period, about 1736, when the majority of
people determined, with permission of the synod, to
introduce the use of Watis' hymns, a portion of the
Scotch members withdrew, and formed the church
of which the Rev. John Mason became the pastor.
Holmes mentions the arrival of between four and
five hundred emigrants from Scotland at New York,
in 1737. The county of Ulster, in 1757, was inhabi-
ted by “Dutch, French, English, Scotch, and Irich,
but the first and last the most numcrous.” The north
side of Orange county, Smith states, was inhabited
by Scotch, Irish, and English presbyterians; and he
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mentions & settlement of Scoteh-Irish in, Albany
county, T

The Quakers having made extensive scttlements in
West Jersey, became desirous of extending their in.
fluence through the castern portion of the state. This
induced Wm. Penn, and eleven other members of the
society of friends, in 1682, to purchase East Jersey
from the devisces of Sir George Curteret.” In order
to avoid exciting the jealousy of other denomina.
tions, these new propractors connected with themselves
twelve associates, many of whom were natives of
Scotland, “from which country the greatest emigra-
tion was expected.” To induce the Scotch to emi-
grate, a favourable account of the province was cir-
culated among them, and the assurance given that
they should enjoy that religious liberty, which was
denied them in their own country. ¢ ¢ [t is judged
the interest of the government,” said George Scot of
Pidochie, apparently with the sanction of men in
power, ¢ to suppress presbyterian principles altogether,
the whole force of the law of this kingdom is level ed
at the effectual bearing them down. The rigoio us
putting these laws in exccution, has, in a great pave,
ruined many of those who, notwithstanding hercof,
find themselves in conscience obliged to retiun these
principles. A retreat, where by law, a tolerativ.e is
allowed, doth at preseat offer itself in America, and
isno where elsztobe found in his majesty’s domin-
ions.” This is the cra at which East New Jersey,
till now chicfly colonized from New England, became
the asylum of Scottish preshyterians.’? ¢ Is it strange”
asks the author just quoted, * that many Scottish pres-
byterians of virtue, education, and courage, bleading
& love of popular liberty with religious enthusiasm,
came to East New Jersey in such numbers, as to give
to the rising commonwealth a character which a cen-
turyand a half has not effaced 1'? ¢ ‘The more weal-
thy of the Scotch emigrants, were noted for bringing
with them a great number of servants, and, in some
instances, for transporting whole familics of poor la.
bourers, whom they established on their lands,”  In
a letter fiom the deputy-governor, dated, Ehzabeth-
town, Ist month 2, 1684, it is said, “the Scots and
William Dockwras people, coming now and seitling,
advance the province more than it hath advanced
these ten years,”

It is evident from these and similar testimonics
which might Le collected, that the emigrants from
Scotland to East Jersey, were numerous and  influen-
tial. 1n some places they united with tho Dutch and
puritan scttlers in the formation of churches, in others
they were sufficiently numerous to organize congrega.
tiong by themselves, The church'in’ Frechold, one of
the largest in the’ state, was formed chicly by them,
It was organized about 1692. Their first pastor was
the Rev. John Boyd, from Scotland ; who died, as ap-
Ppears from lis tombstone, in 1703. Subscquently
the Rev. William Tennent became their minister and
continued with them forty-four years.
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It was, however, to Pennsylvania, that the largest
emigrations of the Scotch and Irish, particularly of
the latter, though at a somewhat later period, took
place, Early in the last century they began to arrive
inlarge numbers, Near six thousand Ivish ave ve-
ported as having come in 1729; and before the mid-
dlo of the century near twelve thousand avvived annu.
olly for several ycars, Speaking of a later period,
Proud says, “they have flowed in of late years from
the north of Ireland in very large numbers.”Cnm-
berland county, he says, is settled by them, and they
abound through the whole province. TFrom Penn-
sylvaniu they spread themselves into Virginia, and
thenee into North Carolina. A thousand fumilies ar-
rived in that state from the northern colonies in the
single year 1961, Their descendants occupy the
western portion of the state, with a dense and homo-
gencous population, distinguished by the strict morals
and rigid principles of their ancestors. In 1749, five
or six hundred Scotch scttled near Fayetteville; there
was a sccond importation iu 17535 and “there was
an annual importation, from that time, of those hardy
and industrious people ”

A considerable number of Scotch also settled in
AMargland.  Col. Ninian Beall, a native of Fifeshire,
having become implicated in the troubles arising out
of the couflict with episcopacy, fled first to Barba-
does, and thence removed to Maryland, where he
wade an extensive purchase of land, covering much
of the present site of Washington and Georgetown.
He sent home to urge his friends and neighbours to
join him in his exile, and had influence enough to in-
duce about two hundred to come over. They arrived
about 1690, bringing with them their pastor the Rev,
Nathaniel Taylor, and formed the church and cons
gregation of Upper Marlbovough.

As carly ns 1684, a small colony of persccuted
Scotch, under Lord Cardross, settled in South Caro-
tina, and a colony of Irish under Ferguson. In 1737,
it is said muliitudes of labourers and husbandmen”
from Ircland embarked for Carolina. In 1764, © beside
furcign protestauts, several persons from England and
Scotland, and great multitudes from Ircland  settled”
in that state. 'Within three years before 1773, sixteen
handied emigrants from the north of lrcland,ksculcd
in Carolina.  Dr. Ramsay says, ‘“of all other coun-
tries none has furnished the province so many in-
habitants as Ircland.  Scarcely a ship sailed from
any of its ports for Charleston that was not crowded
with men, women aud children” These were al-
most entirely presbyterians. There was no catholic
place of worship in Charleston before 1391.  In
another place the same author says, ¢ the Scotch and
Dutch were the most useful emigrants—to the for-
nier South Carolina is indebted for much of its carly
literature. A great proportion of its physicians, cler-
gymen, lawyers, and  schoolmasters were from North
Dritain’  Edisto Island was settled by emigrants
from Scotland and Wales. The inhabitants were
cither presbyterians or episcopalians, the forver were
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the more numerous, The time of the organization
of the presbyterian church there is not known. Buwt
in 1703, Henry Brown obtamed a grant for three
hundred acres of Jaud, which in 1717 he conveyed to
certain persons in “trust for the benefit of a presby-
terian clergyman in Edisto Istand.” In 1732, another
donation was made for the benefit of a minister ¢ who
owns the Holy Scripturcs as lus ouly rule of faith and
practice, and who, agrecably to the Holy Scriptures of
the Old and New “Yestaments, shall own the West-
minster Conftssion of Faith, with the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms ag a test of his orthodoxy, and
that before the church scssion for the time being, be-
fore his scttlement there as the rightful minister of the
aforesa. shurch or congregation.” The Scotch and
Irish were also among the carly settlers of Georgia.

From this slight and snperfect view of the several
classes of people by whom our country was settled, it
is evident that & broad foundation for the Presbyte-
rian Church was Iaid from the beginning. T'he
Eaglish puritans were alt calvinists and many of
them presbyterians, ‘The Dutch were ealvinists and
Presbyterians; amoity, at least; of the Germans were
of the same closs. Al the French protestants were
calvinists and presbyterions, and so, of course, were
the Scoteh and Irish. Of the several classes, the
Datch and Germans fornmed distnct ceclestastical or-
ganizations, and subsist us such to the present time.
In a multitude of cases, however, their descendants
mingled with the descendants of other presbyterians,
and have entered largely into the mataiials of which
our church is composed. The same remark applics
to the descendants of the French protestants, who
have generally joined either the episcopal or presby-
terian church. The carly influence of the New
England puritans was, as has been seen, neaily con-
fined to Long Island and East Jersey. Ofthose who
settled in Jersey, a portion were, no doubt, inclined
to congregationalism, others of them were presbyte-
rians, Al the ministers, according to Mr., Andrews,
were of the latterclass. The strict presbyterivn cnmi-
grants, Scotch, Irish, Dutch, and French, laid the
foundation of our church in New York, East Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas,
through which provinces, as has been shown, they
were early extended in very great numbers,

EDUCATION.
For the Christian Exanincr.
Me, Entror,

Iam one of those who consider the neglect
of education, in this finc province, as one of the
principal causes of the evils, under which its in-
habitants are now suffering, On this subject, our
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rulers and Jegislators have much to answer for
Iad proper attention been paid, in times past, to
the education of the whole body of the people,
instead of the distrust, division, discontent and
misery that. now prevail, we should have had con-
fidence, union, satisfaction and happiness. Iam
willing to sdinit—indecd it cannot be denied—that
the Famiry Comeacr, like an iucubus, press down
and paralyze vhe cnergies of the people; and, till
this is removed, we can expect neither happiness
nor prosperity. I consider the neglect of edu-
cation as procceding from that source. If they
do not consider ignorance the mother of submis-
sion as well as of devotion, they scem at least,
determined that we shall have no more instruction
than is necessary for the support of their cause, and
the providing for their adherents. For more than
ten years past, we have been amused, from gear
to year, with the hopes and promises of a better
system of education; and yet what has been done ?
Absolutely nothing; for the late establishment of
Grammar Schools—on paper—I consider a mere
delusion. Look at the persons who are to put the
system in operation, and say if it is at all bkely that
these schools will ever, under such direction, be be-
neficial to the country. I would call upon my coun-
trymen to keep this subject in view; and, at the
next geuneral election, give their support to no
candidate whe is not known to be friendly toa
liberal, moral and religious education. It is too
late, in our days, to think of governing mankind
by any other means than moral influcnce.  On this
subject, the following remarls from the Montreal
Moraing Couricr, of July 13th, pleased me much,

“The engrossing object of free governments
should be education; nations that are free, can only

possess the guarantee of their freedom in public
witelhigence;—unations that are approximating to

freedom, must look to a national system of educa-
tion, as their only preservative from great trou-
bles. Education of the masses should be the be-
ginning and eud of every statesman’s creed. The
people being the fountain of power, how indispen-
sable is it, that the fountain should not be poison-
cd otits source by ignorance ¥ If we apply these
observations to Lower Canada, over what.volcanic
fires are we standing 7 Whilst in sceming secu-
rity our dangers are of great magnitude. We
are in the midst of a population to whom Common
Schools are almost as a scaled book. If this la-
mentable state of things be suffered to coutinue,
the inevitable state of things will be calamity; we
way say the calamity hos already overtaken us,
for it is certain, if the Canadians had been intelli-
gent, there never would have been rebellion. We

wish the public mind in Canada could be awaken

-
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ed to the urgency of the ¢ase; it is not Colleges
we want; itis Grammar Schools.”

Now these, in general, are sensible remarks;
though to the last sentiment, at least as applied
to this province, [ cannot quite agrce. We want
Grammar Schools it is true, but we want Colleges
and Common Schools also. We want Colleges
for the learned professions, Grammar Schools for
the middle class, and Common Schools, something
better than those now in operation, for the great
body of the people. In ull civilized countries
there have been, and no doubt always will be, three
classes, or ranks in socicty-—all attempts of the
levelhug system to the contrary notwithstanding;
and, if so, there ought to be three classes of
schools to correspond, affording an opportunity to
all to ascend as high in the ranks of literature as
their circumstances will permit.

1t is pleasing to obscrve of late that, in all quar-
ters, the conviction is forcing itself upon the
mind of cvery one who takes an interest in this
subject, that literary attainmnents alone will not
greatly increase the happiness of mankind; but
that education, to be a real benefit, must be con-
ducted on moral and religious principles. This,
like all other Coctrines and actions of men, must
be tried by the word and by the testimony of God;
if they speak not according to these, it 1s because
there is no truth in them. The wisdom of man
may be great, but the wisdom of God is greater.
Train up a child in the way he should go, is a pre-
cept that discovers both the wisdom aud the will of
God. Happiness is the object we are all pursuing,
either individually or collectively; and human inge-
nuity will never discover a shorter road to its en-
joyment than that which God has marked out in
his word. Hence we discover our wisdom, as
well as gratify the best feelings of our nature, by
training up our children, whether in the family or in
the seminary, in the nurture and admionition of the
Lord, What then are we to think of those teach-
ets, who banish the Bible from their scliools, pray-
ers from their lips, and religion from their instruc-
tions ? They are surcly not the persons who train
up the rising generation in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord. We are immortal beings,
and must spend an cternity in perfect happiness,
or in unutterable misery. The whole course of
our education, therefore, should be calculated to
secure the latter, and avoid the former.

On this subject, mankind require to be greatly
enlightened. Education cansists, not merely in a
knowledge of reading, writing and cyphering, me-
chanically, as vast raultitudes still believe; but in
bringing tomaturity the powers of the mind,and in
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giving them such a direction, and finding them
such employment, as will best answer the ends of
our creation; namely the glory of God, and the en-
joyment of his favor. How few of our Common
School teachers in this provi.ce are qualified for
such a delicate and interesting employment!
How few parents have just ideas of what a teacher
ought to be! What a reformation would soen
take place did all form David’s resolution!

11 seek the faithful and the just,
And will their help enjoy ¢

These are the frients that I shall teust,
The scrvants I'll employ,

I conclude these remarks by calling upon
your readers, and especially our legislators, to
give their earliest attention to this important sub-
ject. Let a more liberal provision be made for
the support of Common Schools; let every igno-
raut or irreligious teacher be removed from them;
and let his place be occupied by one possessiog
good sende, piety, and a cultivated mind. Then we
may expect better times. Righteousness exalteth
a nation, but sin is the reproach of any people,
Weare a sinful people, laden with iniquity; and,
while this state of things continues, we can expect
neither peace, prosperity, nor the blessing of God.
If we would have pure streams, we must purify
the fountain, The first missionaries at Tahiti met
with nothing but mortification and disappointment,
while they confined their instructions to men and
women; but, when they turned their attention to
the children, and trained them up in the way they
should go, then the pleasure of the Lord prosper-
cd in their hauds, and they soon saw many ingui-
ring their way to Zion with their faces toward it,
They found the island, morally and spiritually,
a barren wilderness—now it is a fruitful field,
Peace, prosperity, religion and happiness now pre.
vail in that land, to an extent never surpassed by
any country in the world, Let us use the same
means and, by the blessing of God, we may expect
the same effects to follow,

P. Moxrron,

PSALM Ixxxvii-—-8, 7.

Glarious things of thee are spoken,
Zivn, city ol our Gol 3
He whove word cannat be broken,
Fonn'd thee for his own abode ;
On thie ftack of Ages founded,
 What cun shuke thy sute repose 2
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou mayst swile at Wl thy foes.

Sce the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternu) love,

‘Well supply thy sons and daughters,
Aund all fenr of want remuve §

Wha can fuint while such a river
Fver lows their shirst t assuage ?

Blessings, like the Lord the giver,
Never full from age 10 sgo,
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P Continued from page 235.
Yep, ESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ENGLAND.— Parties being
Moved—

Rev. Mr. Cuprres said—It would be unbecoming
We, afier the statements you have heard from the
“:':;to occupy the House at length with anything that
tio, Ve 1o say. Previously to entering into the ques-
0 briefly T shall submit to the Assembly the sub-
Pr:ce of the motion which I shall have ihe honour to
“‘e%’Se, namely, that the prayer of the petilion of
miedfc§b)'terlan Church in_ El]gland should be com-
sta 0. With; 10 the effect of giving them a realand sub
Blial representation in this House to the amount
,v;cth they desire, viz., in the words of one of the
.,mr. Ures, to grant them the privilege of sendingtwo
Qen'slers and two elders to Tepresent them in the
no‘v"ﬂl Assemblies of this Church. Permit me
axj to speak a little on the advantages that wounlc
Pet§e' from granting to our {riends the prayer of their
hitlon, 1 would speak of the advanmages, already
Yoll‘lg,ed to, that would attend this measure to the
2 Wl.lo.g() from this country to Englund. Their
‘reder is increasing every day. Mauy of us here
beco eeply interesied in them, and we are likely 1o
ble 1‘_"16 more and more so every day. Tt isimpossi
%wol‘ any minister of a considerable parish not to
1 d many instances of young men goiug to Eng-
Y and who _have been in a manneg cast away, 1o
are Tas religious privileges and spiritual interesis
hapooncerned. 'When they reach England they per-
eog‘ for a Sabbath or two attend a place of worship
(he:leﬂed with the Charch of Scotiand; but finding
~ ¢ aditferent state of things from what exi»is here
“inding (hat there is but a very indistinct and ob-
u‘;ll'e recognition of the Church there, they begin 10
drnk that it is not-so respectable, and they gradually
maW back, till itat last sees them no niore. T re-
®mber well a very- solemn and impressive part ol
iy Fj“‘dre.ss, by Mr. Trvine, 1o the baplised Svoisweu
sis. “Ngland, and it did couvey some ot the most rou
1,8 and alarming considerations in regardtothe point
Rngy,20W urging thut [ ever read. 'Then thereisin
scegland an immense population of Scotsmen or de-
ne2dants of Scowsmen, who bhave been drawn away
relii.mm the.Presbytcrian Churches only, but irom
nncgmus ordinances altogether. The advantages of
eraa union as is prayed for would havea rost iw-
cope Dt influence on the state of the religion of our
2 Tymen there; and if we think that Presbyteri-
W is more seriptural, more fitted to promote moral
bigo‘ellgious characier, then withoul the small.si
geﬁa"')j I'do say, that we ought to desire that Presby-
doatism should prevail more extensively than it
Tepa have every respect, and a cordial esteem and
]ive rd for the sister Chureh, and I desire we should
chri With that Church on good, and friendly, and
in tsllan terms; but I will never shrink fzom avow
are 14t I think our own Establishment and our views
wamey-.md all calculation more filling to the spiritual
Chy S of Christians, than the principles of the sister
an™ This being the case, and looking 10 the
frg Y thousands of Scoismen who have gone forth
nlimbu&'.and 1o the vast accession which that greal
W 44 er is gaining, we are imperiously called upon
lice all we can to promote amongst them the 1|;rlu-
of d.°f, that which we consider to be the best form
CypCipline, and government, and worship. (Mr.
aty gt‘p then recapitulated the arguments advanced
Ch“r ar, maintaining that it was competent for the
lhronch of Scotland to extend itsell everywhere
u,e,eshom the globe, and why not to England, where
Was so vasta population connecied with the
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Chutch Establishment of Scotland 7 and instancing
the case of Campvere in 1641, and Darien fn 1760,
and latterly the fihding a footihg in India, from
whence the Church received refresemtatives as set-
tling the ‘question.) Mr. Cupples then moved—** That
the General Assembly, having in 1835 recoinmended
the Presbyteries in England in connefion with the
Charch of Scotland to form themselves into one or
more Synods, as they should see fit ; and ¢tgaged o
these Presbyievies, that in doibg this in a way and
manner agreeable to the constitution and Yatws of this
Church, they would allow them to cnter fnto such
communication with them as should distincily mark
theéir recognition of them as a branch of the Church
of Scotland; and the Assembly having in 1836 re-
cognised the Synod so formed, agrecably to their re-
commendztion, to be a branch of the Charch of Scot-
land, and allowed the Presbyteries the right of refer-
ence for advice, and granted then? permissioh to give
fromi time 10 time an account of the siate of religion
in their Church ; and it being ascertained by an ex-
tract from the records of the said Syhod, that four
Presbyteries in communion with the Church of Scot-
land have now forined themsclves into constituent
parts of that Synod ; the General Assembly, in order
to give full efiect to the engagement entered into in
1835, now resolve, in addition to the privileges grant-
cd in 1836, to allow said Synod 1o be represened in
the Assembly of the Church of Scotland by two min-
isters and Lwo elders, with power to deliberate and
vote as curresponding members.  And should it be
the opinion of the Assembly, that before granting
these priviieges it would be necessary to require the
consent of Preshyteries to thein, resolve to appoint a
Commillee to prepare an overtute, and transmit it
through this present Assemtly according to the pro-
visions of the Barrier Act.”

Mr. Hercurson. W. S,, seconded the motion.

Mr Paul of Tullynesslesaid be conld never agree
to the moiion. He had heard the deputation with
greal interest, and with greatsympathy; and he had
also heard them with great pity, so far as applied to
iheir congregations—the sons and daughters of the
Presbyterians of Scoiland who were anxious to
enjoy the full benefitsin Englond which they had en-
joved in Scoiland; bat in coming to a decision on
this point, they must throw all those feelings out of
ihe question.” The advaniage which was wanied
could pot be atiained wiihout the sacrifice of a con-
stitiional principle, and in the meantime, he appre-
hended, must be undouhiedly retused. It had been
said, that it wonld be viewed in a tavonrable way by
the Chuareh of England ; but he (Mr. P.) was of the
opinion tial it would give offence | and il there gver
was a time that the Church ought to avnid giving that
offence, it was the presen:; when the Chureh of Eng-
Jand was making common causé with the Church of
Scotland in the defence of the great prineiple of Es-
jablishmenis. ke had no hesitalion in saying, that
without an Act of Parliament the boon now craved
never would be granted.  He would leave it to some
other to propese a itotion 1o the efiect that the prayer
ot the petition could not be granted, stating, however,
that if no such notice of motion was inimaied, he
would table onc, and divide the House vpon it,
though he should stand alone.

Mr. Dunnop said he did not see that the interests
of the Presbyierian Church in Englind would be
advanced by the measure proposed.  The particular
evils of which they complained, he believed, could |
be remedied, without having recourse o a ineasnure
that might be attended with most injurious cousequen-
ces to the Church, The Assemnbly would do whatthey
could o remedy the evils complained of ; apd it was
the duty ofthe Church of Scciland to look to the spirit-
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ual interesis of those who were necessarily drafled
up from Scotland for legislative duties, and who
were necessarily resident in London for a certain pe-
riod every year; but the course to be pursued, to
have the interests of those attended to, would be to
have a Chapel Royal in London connected with Scot=
land, where the spiritual interests of the class alluded
to wonld bz attended 1o by 2 resident ministér of our
own Courch. Bat in regard to the great mass ofthe
Presbyterian body in England, he was of opinion that
it would be better for their 1uterest to be the founders
of their own foundaiion, than to endeavour by artifi-
cial means to maintain and support themselves.
Their interest was not to hang on the Church at
home. ‘Lhe Chur¢h could not make them an Esta-
blished Church. In England they must be by law
Dissenters. The Church could, however, do for
thesn alt that could be desired froin the circumstances
in which they were placed—they couid send deputies
to the Synod of the Presbyterian Chureh in England,
and receive deputies in the General Assembly from
the Prcsb{lerian Church i England ; and this would
show to the people of the Presbyterian Church in
England a visible symbol of connexiun between the
two. They could give them nothing more than the
visible sign of refationship, and that 1he Assembly
ought to give them  He would submit the fullowing
motion, which differed, he was sorry to say, from lus
Razv. friend :(—* That the General Assembly having
heard the deputation from the General Synod of the
Presbyterian Churches in England, and having con-
sidered the overtures anent thewr relations to this
Church, desire to renew their expression of their
hearifelt satisfaction at the formation of said Synod,
as the supreme judicatory of the Presbyterians ot
Eogland, adbering to the Westminster Stundards and
Contfession of Faitli; and earnestly desire to strength-
en their hands, in <o far as it is in their power, by
esiablishing an intimate relation between these Pres-
byteries and this Church. And the General Assem-
bly resolve that, with the concurrence of ~aid Synod,
the twa Churches shall wmuiually interchange fre-
quent communications, by tneans of deputaiions to
and from their respective judicatories; and the Gene-
ral Assembly reconiniend their communicalions aand
transactions with said Presbyteries and Synod m
England, such as translating iministers from these
Presbyteries to ours in Scotland and the like, to fol-
low the same rules and procedure which they adupt
in similar communicativns and transaciivns with
their several Presbyteries in Scotland.  And the Ge-
neral Assemnbly enjoin their ninisters and licenniates
in removing to England, whether temporanly or
permanently, to enter into communion and inunate
correspondence with the miuisters and congregations
of said Synod in the places where they reside, and to
evince by their conduct their sense of’ the truth and
importance oflhej)rinciples on which both Churches
are founded. And the General Assewbly farther di-
rect their Presbyteries, in the event of any irregular:-
ties ot misconduct on the part of their ‘ministers or
licentiates, while residing in England, being reported
to them by the Presbyteries ot smid Synod, immeds-
ately to inquire into the same, and thereupon pruceed
in the case according 10 the rules of the Church.
Aad, lasily, the General Assembly nominate a d ap-
point —— a deputation to attend the meeling of
said Synod ai ——=, t0 cummunicate to the Synod
this act, and 10 assuré them of the warm and brother-
1y affection wherewnh they regard the allied Church
of which they are the Supreme Court, and their ear-
nest desire 10 co-operate with them to the utmost of
their pawer in promoting the intevest of the Presbyle-
tian Church, to which they are attached alike by pre-
sent ties and a grateful recollection of former days.”

THR CHURCH OF 8COTLAND,

Mr. Cuank (of Inverness) remarked that the num-
ber of Scottish Presbyterian churches in England was
arowing progressively smaller, and that in L.ondon
alone at one period there were moge thah there are
now in the whole of England. He could therefose
se¢ no inconvemency hikely to flow from a connex.
wn of the kind suggested.” Asto giving oftence 1o
the Church ot Eigland, what he would say on that
head was this, that be did not see that there could be
auny lrae reason on the part of that Church why she
should look with the least jealousy on the Church of
Scotland, when we were only looking afler our own
members who had left therr country 10 reside in the
mnmediate neighborhovd of the English Establish.
ment. At the present time our Church is engaged
<chemcs fur the propagation of the Gospel abroad;
and if it should sv happen that she should be blesse
to bring great numbers to embrace the doctrines of
the Church of Scotland, would there be anything in.
consistent in saying that they shonld be received as
integral parts of this Church? and if this connexion
was practicable in the one case, where was the diffis
culty of rendering it equally so in the other? He
cordially concurred in the motion proposed by the
Rev. Gentleman.

Dr. Muir said that wete he to neglect the present
opportumty of bearing his testimony, however feeble
that might be, in bchalf of those friends in the south,
ot whowm they had this day before them so respectable
a depuation, he knew quite well he should be dis-
tressed with the recalleciion that he had atlowed him-
self to remain silent, He did not know, having nad
very ample cxperience {rom the Irequent, he should
say the unceasing, cominunications he had had with
those excellent individuals to whom he referred—he
could say he knew none on earth to whom his heart
beat so tenderly, and so strongly, and aflectionately
asto their friends the Presbyterians on the other side
of the Tweed He knew their faithful, Jaborious,
and most successful struggles. He knew the difficul
nies they had to encounter, and the heanbreakings
they expenienced, from causes originating in the pe-
culiar circumstances in which they are placed. He
knew the care and fidelity with which they stretched
forth therr hands in orderto gather around them these
persons who went from this country, and their suc-
cess it bringing them into the fuld of Christ. He
knew alro, from his communication with those excel
ent men, their attemion 1o those going into England ;
and it was impossible, without a heart overflowing
with grattude at the recollection, to think of the
kinduess witn which they treated one going amongst
them, and every one who was placed under their pas-
toral cure. And then, while we had these strong
inoives for recognising them as friends and brethren,
there was the addittonal inducement 10 draw closer
the liaisun between them and us, that they miaht be
prevented from being contaminated with the vile and
abominable cuntagion of Socinianisi, to which many
ot them had bzcome exposed ; and on which accouat
it did seem most umportant that we should do some-
tung for the purpose of letting them know they are
wnembers of the Churceh of Sco.land, and that 1o them
we feel heartily attached. On the othter hand he
coutd not forget the important obligations we are un-
dertothem.  He could assuretheir friends in the
south, and the deputation, and he requested thewto
convey the assurance to their constitnents, that there
was not 2 single member of the Church of Scotland
who would not go to the uttermost limit of his pow-
er for the purpuse of showing them the interest we
lake in the Presbylerians in England, and giving
them the sanction of a connexion with the Church of
Scotland. And he must say, with all respect and
deference for the honorable and learned gentleman
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who made the motion for an interchange of good
offices, of which he cordislly approved, that he re.
greueé his honorable friend had used an expression
which had, unintentivonally, he was sure, a tendency
to leave a sinister impression in the mind. s hon.
orable friend had spuken as if their brethen in Eng-
land were seeking that some sori of honor should be
conferred upon them from their recogniton by us. He
{Dr. Muir) could say for his respected friends, inat
nothing could be farther from thetr 1tentions than
such a motive. They were desirous simply to show
the connexion exising between them and us, and tor
this purpose were anx.ous that the tie whieh connect-
ed them should be drawn closer than it b d hitherto
been.  But he for une must say that he regretied that
the application had Leen made in the form in which
it was made. In this torm it was brought forward
contrary to his advice; for his respecied friends had
been kind enough to cunsult with him un the subject.
Hisdesire and advice was, that it should have come
befere the Assembly in the shape of a general propo-
sitton for the purpose in view, that they nught have a
connexion some way or other closer than at present.
Had it come up in this form, they would not have
been in the disagreeable position 1n which they were
now placed; for they were exposing lhemsches tu
the misconception that they were refusing the petition
and dechning 1o comply with its prayer, It would,
therefore, have been much more agreeable it the ap-
g!ication had been made in a general form. But
ince it had been made in this form, he hoped their
friends at the bar would go away convinced that it
was the wish of the General Assembly to do every-
thing in their power to promote their munisterial com-
fort and usefulness, and to draw the connexion be-
twixt them and the Chureh as close as possible, It
would delight him if his triend Mr. Dunlop’s motion
were carried. He had alwaysthought—and with 1this
pe would conclude—~that the appearance of a deputa-
tion from the south at each General Assembly, re-
cognised by the Moderator fromn the chair on the first
day of the session—the appoistment of a Commiiee
of the Assembly to communicate with them, to <olve
doubts, and to give and receive advice—the deputa-
tion again recognised by the Moderator in a areweld
address at the end of the Assewbly, and sent away,
perhaps, with a pastoral leiter 10 their churcles,
which would go down to the humblest ot theyr mem-
bers—it had always appeared to him thatsuch a plau
as this would far better, he nmughi use stronger lan-
guage, and say infinitely beuter, promote the cbyect
they had in view, than by three or fuur gentlemen
arpearing here once a-year, and baving their names
blazoned ia a newspaper which was, perhaps, not
read by one ia len of the members of their congrega-
tions,

Dr. Cook said they had it not in their power to
agree to the proposition submitted to then by their
friends from England. It was no mark of disrespect
fo them to dechine that proposal; for the Assembly
was bound by Act of Parlinmnent as being the Gene-
ral Assembhly of the Church of Scotland, and beyond
the Jimits of that they could not go. Gentlenien had
referred to the Church of Campvere as an analogical
case; and it showed the diversity of men'’s minds that
he drew from it an entirely oppusite conclusion
With respect to Campvere and the Colonies there
was nothing to prevent them from doing what they
were urgei to do in the present case, because the
law has placed them on the same fooling with our-
selves, But we had no such fooung in England. @i
therefore appeared to him perfectly needless to press
that point ; and were it cayried in this House to-night,
jt would give rise o discussions and difliculties
which would render what was bestowed upon the
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Presbytercan -churches in England much less a gift
than anything they could offer them. But he hud a
warm leeling ot respect aud regard to their breihren
in England,” He wis willing 10 do eversthing that
coulu be done in vrder 10 show our regard for them,
and he wus apxious to increase, it they could -
crease, ther influence over their people, ~ Thete was
one thing they were all concerned 1., and that was
thitt those who go trom us shoutd be pluced under the
mimstry of men ot goud principle and sourd faith,
and ol whose prineiples and whose tai h we are m
pussession of definne and cerian prool. He alwo
thought 1t exceedingly proger that the communication
wath them in the way 01 going o them uud 1eceaving
them in return should be conducted in the kindest
manner; and that in bnging ministers from their
churches, there should invariably be the same com-
munications in the same fosn a5 in this country; but
of course this applied only to licentiates of our own
Church, He presumed that was the understanding
of b hunorable and learned triend in his motion.
He had no objection to their giwving their friends
counsel and advice, and receiving any communica-
tious they might find it necessary 1o make; and he
would do apything to strengthen their hands, and
make their circumsiances as comforiable as they
could be made. He was stirongly of oj inion that the
mouton of his honourable and learned fricnd should
be submitted to the Presbyteries as an overtute. It
was clearly an innovation. It imposed certain du-
ties upun the Church which he humbly thought the
General Assembly had not the power to do; and
therefore be recommended that jt should be sent
down to the Piesbyieries as an overture, that the As-
semhly might have the advaniage of having the
whole considered by the wmfgerior judicatoties, and of
recetving such suggestions as they might send up;
and then the Assewbly could go the tull length they
were entitled o go m barmomsig wuh thewr bie-
thren in England, and showing thetn with how much
affection and tenderness we take an interest in every
thing councerning them. No doubt this would delay
the measure for some time ; bui he honestly confessed
he should be much more satssfied by such a proceed-
ing than by basuly passing so importapt end compre-
hensive a ‘monon.” Besides the delay would enable
them to receive suggesttons from their friends in
Enaland, which might render the measure wmuch
more acceptable to them. At all events it would te
cousistcnt with the cunstituional law and practice of
the Church. The Rev. Doctor concluded by saying
that there was no wman in 1be Assewnbly who enter-
taned 2 warmer feeling or a mnore tender regard for
the churches in England than himself.

Dr. Burxs (of Paisley) supported the first motion
at considerable length. He coutended that the in-
slances of Campvere, of Darien, and of India,
were perfectly agalugous cases; and in the first,
the Assembly at ope period sendered the attend-
ance of the represcptalives, at least once in three
years, imperative, The brethren in Eungland were
ot so foulish as t¢ ask them to esteblish Presbyteri-
anism there; allthey asked was simply a cunnexion
to that extent that it was competent to ithe Assembly
o ordun. It was, bowever, argued that it wasnot
competent for them to grant representation; and yet
they had no hesuation in giving them pastoral Jetters
Jnd engaging in correspondence with them Buta
competency of this kind wasnot known in the annals
of e Chureh of Scotland, exceptas regards church-
es of a foreign character. But was there a word
about representation in the Acts 1542 and 1090 2 Nt
a syllable. Representation was fixed by themselves
—il was purely an eccelesiastial acti—it had been al.
tered again and again, and migbt require to be aler-
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ed very soon, by an increase of their burgh and other
nmiembers.  They had, moreover, lately introduced
the unendowed ministers into the, Churell Counts,
He held, tlierefore, that the question was entitely ce-
clesiastteal ; and it wonld uat do to sy it invulved
civii mtters.  He readily granted that 32 mighe in-
‘volve civil questions, but it cou}d wot paturally or
pecessarily do so.  He was astonished to hear My
Dualup say that the plan proposed would do their
frends in England no good.  Why, allow their
{ricads to judge tor themselves; (hey.'are the best
Judses of what is yood for them. It was next object-
ed that we could not ajlow Eaglishmen to come into
this Court apd »it in judzment on Scottish casés.
For hisown part he would like to sce intelligent and
canlid Eaglishmen coming amons thew; they would
at least have the advantage of being raised above lo-
cal prejudices.  Mr. Dunlop had certainly sketched
a fine Buiopia; and the Rev. Doctor (Cook) bad tick-
ed winoshape,  'heir late excellent Moderator bad
added some other suzgesiions of which be SDr. B)
approved, and especidly of that in regard to the
pastoral letier.  Dr. Burns proceeded to siate instan-
ces of the zood feeling manilested towards ihe Pres-
byterian churches by the English Chuich, and refer-
red to various evidences ol the fourishing condition
of the Presbyterian cause in Englund., He alluded
to the new chuteh erected in Manchester by Mr. Bar-
bour, whose name could not be mentioned in that
Conrt wnhout respect—of the flourishing church in
the simne place, blessed with the ministrations of his
friend Mr. Monro—of the recent erection of several
preaching stations in Liverpool—of the assivance
received by Dr. Ralph from an English Bector,
jn wresing the Presbyteriau Chapel of Risley from
the Socinians - and of the kindness of the church-
‘warden in Liverpool ip granting the Presbyterians
the use of schovl-rooms. The Rev. Doctov conclud-
ed by giving his strenugus sypport to the motion of
Mr "Cupples.

Dr. Couk intimated his intention to mave that the
motion of Mr. Dunlop be sent down as ap overture to
the Presbyteries interms of the Barrier Act,

It was agreed to put the second and third motions
1o the voie, and then to put the first and second. The
Toll was accordingly twice calied, and the result was
as follows :—
~ First Vote.—For Mr. Dunlop’s motion, 150. For
Dr. Cuok’s, 105.  Majority 45.

Second Vote.—For Mr. Danlop’s motion, 199, For
Mr. Cupples’s, 62, Majority, 137.

INDIA MISSIONS.

Dr. Baexton gave in and read the following Re-
port of the Committee on the propagation of the
Goospel in India; )

REPORT.

In such an undestak:ng as that which you have
given in charge to your committee, they cannot hope
that the repoit of each individual year, is to exhibit
results that arc new and prominent,” You are aware
that its cffect must, in the commencement, be slow
When thebreath of spring first begins to diffuse itself
over the wintry waste, it is not from day to day tha
progress can be accurately noted ; progress, however,
js making surely, though silently. When the full
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time is come, and wlhen the command of the Creator
goeds forth, cach of the almost imperceptible symp.
toms of rennvation accomplishes its des:ined end, and
tife and beauty burst forth from the barrenness.  On
the crisis of such a change, your great enterprise seems
now to be standing. It is difficult to murk the pro.
gress accueately ; but, in so fur as mau can judge,
the progress is steady and sure—the buds are swell-
ing—the blossoms are ripening—aud none but the
great Lord of the harvest can tell how soon its rich-
ness may buest upon us in fall glory.

The detail with which your committee have this
year to present you, is greatly shortencd, in conse-
quence of a publicstion, on which they must again
cxpress their hiope that your patronage will be efficient.
ly bestowed, * 2'he Home and Forcign Missionary

decord for the Church of Scolland.™ In that pub.
lication is given, monthly, the most recent intelligenca
concerning each of the grest schemes of spiritual use-
fuluess, in which the zeal of the church is engaged.
Presumin © that, through this chunnel, the intelligenca
received during the last year by your committec, from
Indin, is already known to the Church, they will sa-
tisfy themselves with stating merely its outline. They
ave unwilling to occupy your time, upon which they
know well how great is the pressure; but they are not
without hope that, nmidst discussions where much drf
ference of opinion will arise, there may, through the
Divire blessing, be shed on your deliberations & heal-
ing and sanctifying influence Ly the introduction of &
theme, upon which, from its first conception untii now,
there hath been in our church no contrariety of feel-
ing—a theme which all have welromed as a mean of
glorifying God, and of benefiing human kind.

At each of the three Presidencies in India, your
committee have added, during the last year, one mis-
sionary to the strength of your establishment. Native
agency isthe instrument which, they trust, that the
asicat Lord of the vineyard will ultimately bless for
the accomplishment of Eis own work in that benight-
ed land.  Native labourers, they trust, He will ul-
timatcly raise up in hundreds and in thousands, for
the preaching of the Gospel there; but, in the training
of these, human means must be employed ; and your
seminaries for, their education must be waintained in
full efficiency. The experiment which your commit-
tee had been encouraged to male, at the station which
you have the most recently occupied—tihe station of
Madras—~—is, through the Divine blessing, prospering
so mightily, that they could not venture to leave Mr.
Anderson to struggle, single-handed, with its lobours.
At Bombay, though it be to them great ground of
thankfulness that Mr, Nesbit's health is in a great
measure re-established, they were fully sensible thay,
with all the ajd which he could give, the weight of
the work demanded an additional labourer. At Cal
cutta, a similar augmentation of strengih became in-
dispensable, through the illness of Mr. Mackay. It
has been found essential that he should undertake a
voyage to New South Wales for the recovery of hig
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health; and the magnittde of the enterprise at Cal-
cutta lefl to your committee no room for hiesitation in
sppointing an additional missionary there, By these
three appointments, joined with the expense which,
as you are already aware, has been incurred in crect-
ing, both at Calcutta and Bombay, the nceessary
buildings for your establishment, your commijttee have
been constrained very greatly 1o exceed the revenue of
the by-past year. But there was no aliernative be-
tween venturing to do this, and crippling most unjus-
tifiably the mighty enterprise intrusted to their gwd.
ance. They earnestly hope, theretore, that what they
have done may receive your approbation, and that
you will be pleased to recommend to the people of
Scotland exertions in this glorious cause commensu-
rate with the maganitude of its extent, and with the
brightening prospects of success which the great Head
of the Church continues to bestow,

To these prospects, as manifisting themselves at
each of the stutions where your entetpwise operates,
your committee will now very shortly dircet your no-
tice,

1. Calcutta~To the only painful topic on whick
they have to report in regard to Caleutta, your com-
mittee have already referred. It is the continued and
increasing wdisposition of Mr. Mackay. They can-
not, however, confine to a mere passing allusion tie
statement of theirdcep regret on this snbject, or the
tribute which it is their wish and their dwy to pay to
the secvices of the excellent person for whom their
sympathies, and, alas! their fears, are so strongly ex-
cited. Highly talented, and highly accomplished, Mr.
Mackay has, with unobtrusive but most christian de-
votedness, laboured in the great cause to which he
had dedicated himself. His meek and gentle spirit
endeared him both to his’colleagues and 1o his pupils ;
while his energy and calm decision insured the ve-
spect of all with whom he was brought into contact.
To the utmost of his strength, indeed fur beyond his
physical strength, he struggled on while it was possi-
ble ; and when the effort could no longer be made, the
manner in which he yitlded to his Heavenly Fatner's
will most strikingly indicates his single-hearted piety.

“If ever 1 return to Caleutta,” he says ina letter to
the convener of the committee, “* my absence will pro-
bably not exceed stven or eight months; and 1 wust
then, for what measure of life is left me, to be again
sctively employed. Siould I die, God can cavily raise
up for himselfother and far better men to fill my place 3
for I have been, in every sense, an unprofitable scr-
vant, The young men seem sorry to part with me;
and several of them have promised, with every symp-
tom of deep feeling, to think over ull that 1have 'said
tothem, and no longer to temain haking between two
opinions,” . * . . “ Ms. Mae-
kay's own impression,” says Dr, Charles, “is, that
his work is nearly finished; and the fechng of this
evidently forms to his devoted mind the most painful
part of his trial.  But nothing can be more touching,
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or more cdifying, than the uncomplnining and even
cheerfal manuer in which he sustains kis wppoimted
lot; and his meek, gentle, and unostentatious charac-
ter never appeared to greater advantage than now,
when he is unfiited for active usefulness.  The grace
of his Eleavenly Muster shines forth in hun with
great lustre; and ko is cvidently vipenmng fast fog
immortality.”

In their report to last asscmbly, your committee ex-
pressed their deep sense of obligation to Mr. Eware,
for the additional Inhour to which, in conscquence of*
Mr. Mackay’s indisposition, ke was then submiuning.
T'he same excertions he hes been enabled, not only ta
continue, but to incrense.  Nor has his greas Master
left lun without his reward.  Your committee quote,
with much gratifiction, s own souple and modest
statement of the result, us mamfested at the last ex-
awination of the pupils in your nstution, They
inseit in the appendix the testimony borne by the na—
tive press at Caleutta to the thorough satisfaction
which was ingpired by the transactions of that most
gratifying day.

 Qur annual examination took place in the Town
Hall, on the 17th January, and was very numecrously
attended, especially by native gentlemen, and the
scholars of other institutions and schools. The ap-
proach of the examination was a source of great anx.
iety tome. There has been so much said about the
General Assembly’s Institution, that whenever we come
before the public wih a voluntary exhibition of the
fruit of our labours, they expect great things, There
are encmics, too, who would gladly scize upon any ap-
parent failure, to have an opportunity of casting blame
upon a religious establishracnt Like ours. 1 am thank-
ful to say, however, that the pupils have, on this oc-
caston, maintained the previous high character of the
institution,  Everything exceeded our most sanguine
cxpectations, and all our visitors seemed to be.much
gratified. There were upwards of six hundred boys
present, which is the highest average sttendance for
the past year.

“What excited the adiration of the audience
most, was the reading of the prize essays; one by
Mahesh Chandra Banurjya of the monitorial class,
On the Evidences of Christianily : and another, by
Behari Lol Sing, Ou the Resurrection of the Suviour
considered as « banch of the Evidence of Christis
enily. These essays possessed higher merit, as spe-
amens of Euglish composition, than any that have
hitherto been written by the pupils, They embodicd,
also, clcar and decided views on the subjects discuss-
od.”

As an attestation of the inseparable connexion
formed in the minds of the pupils of your Institution
between scientific and Christian instruction—as a
beautiful example of the way in which these depart-
ments are made to blend, and in which the greater
wins its victory—your committee entreat your atten-
tion to the case of anc individual, Mahendra La) Ba-
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Sack. How much Mahendra had distinguished him-
8¢If in mercly intellectual attainment, your committee
now present to you very unequivocaal and striking
proof.  They lay upon your table, along with this
report, voluntary excrciscs performed by this remarka.
ble youth, at the age of little more than fourtcen. The
depurtment to which these exercises beloug, was by no
means the only brinch of intelicctual culture in which
he excelled. But these alone mark a proficiericy scarce-
ly ever altained among oursclves ata similar age.
The exercises now lrid upon your table, contain very
numerons iustances of new denomstrations of some of
the nast important propositions 1 Eu lid’s Geonetry.
Your comniittee, guarding themselves ngainst the dan
ger of implicitly following the impulse which led them
to admure and applaud the generous daring of the at-
tempt, su' jected the excrcises to the revisal of one,
whom all will acknowledge to be a thoroughly com-
petent judge—who has few equals among us, either
in correctness of mathematical knowledge, or in rich-
ness of original resourco— Dr. Wallace, lute Professor
of Muthematics in the University of Edinburgh. Dr.
Wallace's opinion of the suerits of ttis youthful in-
vesligator isthus expressid, in a letterto the Convener
of the committee :~—

# 1 herewith return the very interesting MS. writ-
ten by the Hindoo youth, Mahendra Lul Basack, con-
taining demonstrations of various proposiuons in the
elements of Euclid. The demonstrations are, I be-
lieve, new, and, at any rate, they are the result of the
writer’s own reflections. 1 will not say that they are
betier than those which have come down to us from
tlie Greek geometer; but, on various grounds, they
are remarkable. A disquisition on a branch of ab-
stract science from the pen of a Hindoo is quite a
phenomenon. It is such as would have done credit to
a student in a British university. The wrter has
shown an intimate acquaintance with the logic of ge-
ometry, and much skillin its application,”

Now this young man, so distiuguished by his zeal
for intellectual culture, has been not less conspicuous
for his ardent inquiries after Cisristian truth, and for
the freedom and boldness which he declured hus admi-
yation of the Gospel. Of the sincerity of this zeal
he has been called to give abundant proof.

“ Qctober 17, 1838.

# He had refused,” says Mr. Mackay, “ to takea
part in some idolatrous ceremony which was held in
his father's house. The father immediately became
alarmed, that his son was too far advanced in the way
of becoming a follower of the despised Founder of
the Christian faith.  He, conseguently, not only pro-
hibited his son from coming to schoo), but went to all
the families where his son had either relations or inu-
mate acquaintance attending our institution, and used
his utmost endcavour to persuade the parents and
guardians to withdraw every one of them from our
superintendence. The consequence was, that eight o1
ten young people were immediately ordered to leave
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off attendance: and Mahendra was prohibited from
having any intercourse with us. After some weeks'
ubsence, he was permitted to return; but, in conse.
quence of asccond alarm, was a second time with.
drawn ; and, at present, I have no hope that he will be
allowed to resume his studies. I, however, occasjonal-
ly sec him. He is continuing to scek after the truth.
As isnatural to a person 30 young, and of dispositions
so amiable, he secms as yet unprepared to take any
step which would s parate an aged father and his only
son.  "The bent of Mahendra's mind leads him tq the
study of the evidence; and this investization seems
just now to occupy a large portion of his time, and 19
engage almost all his thoughts,  Ile dares not opena
bouk at hiome; but keeps those volumes which he is
now stadying at a friend’s house; and seizes every
opportunity of perusing them which his peculiar cire
cumstances permit,  His father has tried several plans
to lead his mind away from the subject of religion,
Thesc having failed, he required his son to attend a
Hindoo theologian, in order that he might receive in-
stiuction in the religion of his countrymen. I hava
hopes that this method, under the dicection of Duivine
Providence, will be of advantage to him. He is not,
[ think, hikely to give credence to a mass of absurdi-
ties brought forwurd as mere dogmas, without one
atom of rational evidence. Besides, that which he is
now constrained to do, may perhaps prepare him the
more for contrasting the two systems, and for prefer-
ring that which is true. May the Lord, by the Spirit
of ull grace, lead and guide him to the truth, and pre-
pare his way before him.”
 December 17, 1838,

“ Of Mahendra, whose case I mentioned to you in
my last communication, I have not heard anything
for some time. He w as, soon after the time at which
I wrote you, prolubited from going anywhere out of
his father's house, unless to some friends in the im-
mediate neighbourhood. Even upon these occasions
he is escorted by two strong Hindustani servants; sa
that any attempt, on bis part, to have intercourse with
us, would subject hitn to harsh treatment from these
guards, and eventually to imprisonment in his father's
house. I hear of him occasionally by a relation of
his own, who was compelled to leave the school when
Mahendra was taken away from it. He thinks the
harsh treatment to which his friend is now subjected, is
owing to his having asked his mother one day how
old he was. Young people are their own masters a}
sixteen; and the idea immediately occurred to the
minds of those who wish to change the young man’s
religious views, that he meditated a separation from
his famity. His friend brought a short letter from him
to me lately, wherein Mahendra states his confidencs
that he is some mopths more than sixteen; but he hag
no means of proving that this is the case, should hig
father deny it.”

¢ February 9, 1839,

“ The young lad, Mahendra, whom I have men:

tioned on former occasions, continues to grow more
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and more in aitachment to the truth; and although
his father has him so closcly watched asto prevent
him fiom being immediately admitted into the Church
of Christ, I look upon him as a true disciple of our
tlessed Lord and Saviour. A very iateresting cir-
cumstance connected with this cnse is, that although
Maherdra has been withdrawn from the school, and
although he has been prohibited from reading English
hooks, or writing, he has, notwithstanding, contrived
to prepare a very long cssay on the Evidences of Chris-
tianity, exhibiting a lucid and comprehensive view of
the subject, and proving the ahility of this interesting
youth to ‘give to every one that asketh, a reason of
the hope that is in him.'”

Your committee rejoice to add, that while this re-
port was preparing, accounts have been received of
the baptism of Mahendra, He is now residing with
Mr. Ewart, in the mission house.

1L—Bombay.~-No better proof can be given of
hs continued efficiency of your institution in the
Bombay district, than the testimony borne by your
young, talented, and zealous missionary, Mr. J. M.
Mitchell. He thus describes his first impressions
when he reached his destination :—

# ThLat the youths learn with extraordinary quick-
ness; thatthey are trained thoroughly to comprehend
what they read; and that they take an interest, and
even, many of them, a delight, in their lessons, is the
tonviction which all I have witnessed has uniformly
forced upon me. Their acquaintance with Scripture
history and Scripture doctrine would, I believe, stand
a comparison with that of boys of the same age in
any school at home; and they answer frankly and
without hesitation, as boys professedly Christian
would answer.

] have witnessed, with the greatest pleasure, the
result of Dr. Wilson’s exertions in the female schools.
Animation, life, and intclligence; run through all of
them, It is true that these are characteristic of
Hindoo children generally; but it is matter of
heartfelt rejoicing to see them all turned into such a
channel. I examined yesterday the highest class of
girls; most of them about thirteen or fourteen years
of age. They answered intelligently the questions
which I put through Dr. Wilson. Every pacticular in
thelife of Jesus Christ seemed perfecily familiar, and
the veason of his death no less than the fact of it.
Their teacher is one of Dr. Wilson's most interesting
tonverts; and 1 believe he labours with his heart ful-
ly in the wark.

* * ] * * * L]

] must have ill expressed my feclings in refer-
ence 10 the proceedings of the mission, if hope did
not appear to brightert allof them. It is not, m\dﬂee:d,
by human wight that India will be converted ; but the
Lord is shedding, we cannot but believe, his blcssing
on human agency. Not, then, unto us; unto His name
bethe glory. It is with hope that L enter on my du-
ties here,~hope that He who hath begun, will per-
fect.” -
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“ The encouragements for us to abound in our work
of faith and labour of love,” says Dr. Wilson, in a
letter of 25th March last, ¢ are daily becoming mors
conspicuous. Many of the friends of the mission
are aware that inquiries were addressed, and proposals
were made, to me, by the highest Brahmaaical authori-
ties in thus part of India, wiich sufficiently reveal
their apprehension that changes of great magnitudy
arc not far distant. These changes we anticipate, in
virtue of the sure word of prophecy; and these chans
ges, fraught, as we perceive them to be, with inestis
mable blessings to the lund, we should all seck to has-
ten.”

It is matter of great thankfulness to your committee,
that Mr, Nesbit's lealth 38 so fur restored as to allow
of his resuming lus inestimuble seevices.  In the lase
number of the Record there is a very interesting ace
count of the last two converts whom he has received
by Laptism into the church of Christ——a mother and
daughter.  Your commitice will quote from-it at
present only a few sentences 1 regard to the latter:

“ Her conduct was blameless: and she appeared to
havea delight in hearing the Word of God, and in
making 1t known to others. Under trials her mind
seemed tobe stilled and supported by the.Divine pro-
mises ; and, as far as I could learn, she was in the
habitual practice of szcret prayer. Her renunciation
of Hindooism, in which she appears to have prided
herself asan adept, was decided ; and her desire for
baptism great, Her views of the leading doctrines of
christianity have been long clear and correct; and hee
expressions with vespect to hier own sinfuiness, which
I trust were naturally elicited, have been lately full and
strong. Under these circumstances 1 felt mysclf wars
ranted in acceding to her own and her mother’s earn-
est request that she might be adnutted into the church.

Dr. Wilson, in addition to his other indefatigatlé
labours, has been engaged, along with Mr. Mtchell
of Poonah, in a missionary tour in the Konkan; and
has returned from it in reaovated health, A young
Parsi candidate for baptism was their companion ; and
Dr. Wilson speaks of him in the most graifying
terms.  Of this tour a journal has been kept by Mr.
Muchell, and is to be transmitted 10 your committee.
They have no doubt that it will be found to possess;
in various poinis of view, a very steong intercst.

In the mysterious providence of God, the young
man who was mentioned in your comminee’s report
of last year, as the first nauve catechist .Jicensed in
Indin, and of whose usefulness the brightest auticipas
tions were formed, has been removed by death, This
melancholy nteligence is communicaied by Dr. Wily
son 1n the following terms :—

“ William Chapman’s name, you will observe,
does not oceur in the prize list. This is owing to
i0 his indisposition, which, Iam grieved to intorm
you, is so serious, that it affords us no hope of his
altimate recovery. He is habitually inthe enjoy:
ment of the peace of the Gospel, ¢ #+ ¢ *

«When I was writing part of this letter yesterday
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morning, it was announced, to me that Widlli:fm Chap-
nan had suddenly expired. Ia the estimation of my-
self, and all our Christian friends in-this place,
who had visited him daring his illness, (arising from
consumption,) he was thoronghly prepared for his
gre~t shange, which he contemplaied in‘ihe enjoy-
ment o 1baadant peace.  Buat his loss to our mission
is great indeed. He possessed a large shate of gene-
ral knowledyge; his mind was well stored with Serip-
tural truth ; his temper and disposiiion weze conspica-
vusly those of the Christian ; his acqguaintance with
Marathi was all that we could desire; his influence
among the natives was very cunsiderable; and hisas
sistance in the great work in which we are engaged
was wmost valuable. May a gracious Lord heal our
sorrow for his removal, and speedily enable us to
réalise the prospeets wihich we have, of intvoducing
other natives of India into the service of the Church'!
Ia this prayer you will cordially unite.”

11L.—Madras.—1ere Mr. Anderson, whose health,
the Committee rejoice to say, is perfectly restored, is
procecding with all bis characteristic energy, tem-
pered by sound discretion.  He has found 2 congen-
ial mind in a fellow-labaurer whom your Commitice

have thougat it their duty to send to his imporiant,

and most promising station—Rev. Robert Johnston.
Mr. Johnston thus describss his first impressions on
réaching his adupicd land :—

“ All that I had expected to sec, I have seen; but
there is an amount of freshness—a tone and cnergy
communicated to the sysiem, which I had not atall
anticipated. Thercis, in the native youth, great
fuickness and cagerness to learn. ‘Their minds grasp
at knowledge with manifest delight, even in the very
Jouagest classes. The higher boys have fairly be-
gun to think, and may aid in awakeding their coun-
trymen.

“ The srength of the system lics in its moral and
spiritual character. It is refreshing to mark the spi.
tital wisdom with which secular knowledge is sub-
ordinatad to Divine truth. The Bible has that para-
mount place which its infinite importanse demands.
Tt would rejcice your heart coald you sce how tho-
roughly the Bible is relished by all the classes that
fead it.  After reading a chapier or portion of it,
these youths yuestion cach other in such a way as to
show tha: their minds are Keenly at work, aud
brought inta close contact with living truth. No-
thing interests the most intelligent in the school
more than the Bible. The pupils are constantly re-
ferring to it, and cmploying argmments and illastra.
tions drawn {ram i1, in such a manner, aslo prove
that their conscicness are cducating, and their moral
and religions feelings improving, by the freguemt
exercise of their minds on the great truths of the
Bible. This effect is strikingly scen in the essays
wrilten by the pupils. Sowz of them have excited
great interest inthe minds of many of our nost intel-
ligent and most influential men.  The best of these
essaysarenow printing; and by and by, yon will be
able to judge foryounclves.”
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The most prominent feature in the intelligence
from Madras, during the last year, is the crisis pro-
duced by the influcnce of caste.  On this difficult and
trying accasion, Mr. Anderson has conducted himself
with admirable propicty.

“The crisis has come at last as regards the Pariah
question. It came quite providentially, not only
without my ~ecking, but entirely without my know.
ledge. On the 19th of Octobar last, T adwmitted three
Pariah youilts into our school.  They came with the
usial marks; were respectable in their appeafance,
aad properly recommended. I was ignorant of their
otigin, il the 23:h of the same month, when a few
youths of the third class came to me io a body, and
asked meto turnout the Pariah man,asthey called him,
This 1 refused to do, and nineteen boys from that
élass left school in the aftesnoon.  + @ .
Several parents and gnardians now began to commu-

‘Inicate with me, conveying the gentle threat, that un-

less 1 dismissed the Pariaks, they would withdraw

their children. I replied to thelr petitions as firmly

and geatly as pessibie, refusing to grant their request.
. L Y » - [ ]

“Inever fainied nor wavered for the space of a
single minwie,. * ¢ * It will make you glad
1o hear that our committee are heanily with me in
this Pariah matter, indeed in every thing clse. Our
friends have acied nobly.  ‘They will cleave to us all
the closer afier fizhting our battles.  What a poor
short-sighted world ! [ thought the wars were
over, when they were only just commencing ! Ours
must b2 peaceful victories; and, with the help of
God, I will fight always against my will, and never
but when it is necessary.,”

The further results of the same matter are thus
stated ia a letter from him of the 19th February,

“ It is neediess 1o concenl that there is a small de-
arec of shyaess, on account of our recent struggle;
aud that very subtle means have been uscd 1o under-
winc us.  There is much cause for thankfulacess that
the natives did not take the alarm earlier. Here, as
everywhere clse, truth mast fight its way to victory.
{tis sure to stir up cnwity when its tendency is per-
ccived and felt.  Many a native youth is now much
inour favour; and the school will take hold shortly,
and then we will be as strong as ever.”

Your Committee insert, in the appendix to this re-
port, an account taken from a Madras newspapar, of
the sccond examination of the youths in your Institu-
iion here.  Mr. Anderson adds in transmitling it—

“Many ladies and civilians of high standing, and
others who take an interest in native education, fa-
voured us with their presence at the annual exami-
nation.  Two or three wealthy natives, and a dense
wmass of native youths, from fificen to twenty in age,
took the livelicst interest in all that was going on.
[t lasted about five hours ; and, during the whole time,
the interest never flagzed, and sometimes was quite
intense. The report which is to be printed and cir-
culated among the subscribers, and several of the
prize essays to be printed along with it, will give
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you a better idea of the great progress made, and of
the wonderful strides taken, than anything I could
write. This I will forward to you as scon asit is
ready. It was admitted on all hands that this exami-
nation immeasurably surpassed the first. All the
newspapers here spoke in the lnghest terms of v
The very nutives themselves, wio duier with us
about caste, trankly adinit this. A few of the most
respectable of them sent some of ovur old pupls;
and these of their own accord tuolk their places in
their old classes, for the day of ihe exaunnanon only.
This will show you the feeling ol sume oi the natives
to us. It was the more geaulying, as the Pariahs
were both present, who had caused their leaving the
school. The Puriahs have rot yet made their ap-
pearance since the school re-opened. I am rather
sorry at this ; though I do not think it 1y dwy 1o seck
them. The thing is so deeply laid, and the encou-
ragements now so many, that, though there are seeret
trials, and some of them very heavy, there never was
greater cause to be truly thankiul to God.”

Besides the Associations which were announced in
last year’s report as having been forined, both in aid
of the geneial purposes of the missien, and especial-
Iy for the advancetnent of female education in India,
your Commitice have, wiih great thankfulness, to no-
tice the growth of zeal for wmissionary enterprise,
where, under the Divine blessing, itmay, in various
waye, be emincnily useful, among the sindents of di-
vinity. In each of the Univemities of Glasgow
aud Edinburgh, these studemis have formed them-
selves into 2 Missionary Associntion; and in each,
they hope to be able to procure funds for the mainte-
nance of one additivonal missionary.

In individua) congregations, also there is reason to
believe that a similar object is contemplated.  May
Gud himself prosper abundantly the hibural things
which he enatles his people to devise! In Edin-
bargh, a strong impulse hasbeen given to these trulv
Christian purposes by a series of lectures which Dr.
Duff has delivered there, on the subject of the mis-
sions,and by the publication of his admirable address-
¢s on the occasion of Mr. Smith’s ardination. ‘Fhis
indefatigable advocate of the cause has since been
pleading it in Landon, Manchester, and Liverpoal,
with much of presemt benefit, and with sull richer
prospects for the future. Your Comumitiee asc cn-
couragad, by the present state of Dr. Dutt’s beahih, to
hope that he will be able, before the close of auather
Fear, to return to the chosen scene of his labours at
Calcutta. But he is a member of this Assembly;
and your Comumitice gladly and gratefully leave n
10 himself to ate his plans and purposcs in the grea
eaterprise to which his mind and heart are devored.

Your Committee, in concluding the report, beg
ieave respectfully to suggest, that the time is now
come, when, under such regalations as you ay ap-
point, you may, with great advantage, besiow upon
each of the Presbytecial bodies in India the power of
orddining ;!ugh native preachers as they have found

>

6t

to be trust-worthy, and zcalous in the work of the
Lord.

The friends of the cause in London bave, with
their usual liberality, contributed between £560 and
£600 during the past vear. The total amount of re-
witiances by the London Presbytery, from the com-
mencement, is £2315 9s. 2d.

Your commiltee subjoin a statement of their
funds :—

Comparative view of the income of the General As-

sembly’s Fureign Missiuns, as at £0ih May, 1889,
Awount of receipis hom 3lst July,

1837, 10 20th May, 1838, £4669 18 %
Ditto, from 31st July, 1838, to 20th
May, 1839, 5437 9 104
Increase, £133711 8

Mr. Caxpuisy, in rising 1o move the approval of
the report, and thanks to the Couvener, congratala-
ted the House on their having arrived at a subject on
which no dificience of opinion could arise. The
Rev. acatleman spoke at considerw.ble length on the
importance of this great scheme, and the aid it was
tikely 1o receive, s well as the other grem objeets of
the Church, frum the periodical details given in a
work now in course ol publication— The Missiona-
1y Record. Mr. Candlish concluded by moving that
the report be approved, and that the thanks of the
Assembly be given to the Commiltee, and 1o Dr.
Bruuton, the Cunvener.

Sir Cuanres Fereusox scconded the motion, and
sirongly impressed on the Home the proprie'y of
congregations uniing and sending omt mis<jonarics,
m}d o.flhosc who are friendly 1o the great object con-
l!‘x)nmng permancmly toits funds by annual subserip-
tions.

The Monrrsron.~Dr. Brunton, the honour of
onee more receiving the thanks of this vencrable
Cour, for the manser in which you, as Convener of
the Tudia, Conumttee, have promuoted the welfare of
that impaoriant mnssion, has been well earned by the
Judicious zeal you have cvinced, and the unwearied
awention you have paid in condutling its 2ffairs.,
But hiztly as, I doobt no2, you appreciate this is.
tinction, 2 far pobler reward belongs 10 You, and
these watit whom yuss are associated.  No more gra.
tifving speciacle ¢ he eglubited to the world ihan
that ol « Christian Chureh direciing s cliergices to
the ox cusion of the Savionrs kingdum, and carrying
the lizhi of the Guspel wah i binanising influcn.
ces and glurious hupes, into tie dark places of the
carili; and re more exal.ed vffice can be conferred on
any individual than that of beng a fellow-labourer
with the great ilead of the Chutch in 50 high an en-
terprise. This honour s yours. The wisdom and

hristian spirst which the Commsittee have displayed,
and the ability, the enlightened zeal, and the devoied-
ucss of the missionarics employed, have been evine
ced by the success with which this pious mezsyre
has already heen aucnded, and the foundation which

lias beea laid for the cxiensive and permanent estab-
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lishment of the Gospel in the vast and jnteresting
regions which are the subject of its operations. Muy
the Divine Master whom we serve, without whose
blessing all human effuits are vain, afford you the
unspeakable satisfaction of seeing your lahours of
Tove crowned with yet more abtindant success! May
He employ you still more extensnely‘as an hounou -
ed instrument for dispelling the delusions of heatlien-
jsm, and for bringing the many millions of idolaters
under British sway, into the light and hberl) of our
most holy faith! and may the spiritual benefits you
are the means of bestowing, be reflected back upon
your own soul! )

Da. Durr then rose and said—In all human pro-
bability this may be the last vccasion I will ever be
allowed to address this House, and Ieannot do so,
without a certain painful {monon but stil I feel the
influence given by that beawtiful phrase, “Trustin
the Lord, forever trust, and: place your strength i in
the Lord Jchovah.”  And my confidence is awaken-
ed by the full assurance that Jehovah is present’ with
this House. There was a time, indeed, when even
in this House it was necessary for ane to betake him-
self1o the Bible to prove that it was the duty of ‘the
Christian Chureh to engage in missions, We have,
1 dare say, all heaid the stury of the venerable Er-
skine having once scaid, * Rax me the Bnblc,” when
he was to prove that l!m House should engage in
missions. Blessed be God hat day has gone by, and
if there.was any prayer that I had more than anoiher,
it would be that it should be buried so deep in obli-
vion, that there should be no room on the tablet of

\
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the superstition of the Asiatic nations js encouraged
by the Government that sways o'er our mighty eme
pite. Ithen gave sume proofs. I adverted totwenty
schaols founded o the sysiem of excluding all rehi-
~ivus educativn ; and un that accasion I also endea-
voured 10 1 reaem how the Libraries that had been
founded wére supplied with buoks quite anii-
Christiap, and whe meadns of sysiematic infidedity
thus thrown in the way of the natives. The
friends of the Church devised an excellent scheme—
they sent out kirge nuinbers of Chrisiian pubhcauons
and wished them to stand side by side with the vol-
umes of iIume, Gibbon, and others, so that the Go.
vernient might not be said to be exercising a system
of favouritism  Now Iithink that was a fair scheie,
'and ought to have been acquiesced in instead of re.
jected by the Guvesnment composed of men so libe.
ral as they assume themselves to be.  But liberality
now-a-days means something different from the for-
mer aud true signification of the word. As faras}
can sce, those who c¢all themselves liberal simply
udopt vne side of a question, and determine all else to
be illiberal. Is there not something awfully revolt
g in the very announcement that a Christian Go.
vernment furms inotitations for instruction which
exclude entirely the Clristian religion.  Butit shows
the neeessity for the friends of the Chureh being up
and duing, “and not irusting to men, but looking
Jelivvah for strength, 'I‘hc idea of a Government
enlightening the pecple simply by secular instruction
is vy dangerous, it Is like the gloom of night
maniling over a stagnamt marsh. But if the sun

history for its epitaph. This House, fifiecen years
ago, resolved in its corporate capacity lo comie tur-
ward and acknowledge, by its testineny, the obliga”
tion to come forth and engage in the mighty causc of
miissions. It was the first Nationa! Church whichin
3is national capacity did <o; nld since that time,
notwithstanding all the b'ee-rgs that our Saviour
bas conferred on our labaurs, 1! ¢ Clureh ouglt to
semember that she was still but to begin. Many
have endeavored to lull us into sleep by their syren
80ongs of success; but in the midst of this fatal sium-
ber, the truth is that we have <carcely begnn.  What
is the state of the world at this moment? Frem a
caleulation made by an intelligent old missionary, it
basbeen ascertained, that if the Guspel was to pro-
gress at the rate of the last thirty yeuss, it would take
20,000 years bafore the world could bz nominally
Christianised. That is enough o humble us all,
Now, it is marvellous that we should be living in
that state of things in the nizelcenth cenury, since
the Lord issucd the great command sppointing his
aposiles 1o go forth 1o all nativns, It does secm
strange, that at this particular year, day, and hour of
the nigeteenth century, the cry should aseend, that
the world is still under the dominion of apostacy—it
is enough to rouse us 10 exesiicn. It bucomnes this
House and this Christian assembly to consider what
way yet be done in crder that the Gospel may be
more widely extended. Two yecars ago it was my
privilege to anzounce in this House that ia the East

arises and dispels the gloom of might wall it not ais
pel the vapours T Nu, it will reveal them, and render
thetn tenfold more noxivus.  Sv is the hold that s
auti-Chrisuan sy siem of educativn takes of an igno-
rant mind—it cxcludes the wholesome, purifying i
fluence of' religion, and renders the intetleet one mo
ral quagiire.  We have heard of the noble poet who
deseribed hinself as in the auitude of standing ona
bridge vith a palace and a prisen on each hand; bnt
the s, ectacle here is more horrible to contemptate,
for the palace of an infidel is not only clore by, but
actually surmounting the prison—the charnel-house
of immorality. L'k Rev. Doctor here mentioned 2a
instance of A young Hindoo, who was pronounccda
phenomenon of intellectualiam, having been admitted
by baprism into the Church, ealmly braving the deri-
sion and il wreatment of his friends.  Now, let one
and another such be added to the number, and whe
can charge us any longer with sowing plentifully and
reaping sparingly.  Letthem be added until by sep-
rting themselves from the surrounding masses the
same gradually begin to crumble away; the collect
ive mind would no longer exist after it was faurly set
loose; and as casy might they anempt to recall one
of those icy fraginents which crown the Alpine range.
after iis adhicsion gives way before the genial heatof
summer, and dashes and thunders with resistless
force down to the level plain, as attempt to recall
diose who all off from the nass of superstition be

fore ibe pure light of Christianity. The Rev. Do
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tor then alluded to the native superstition taking re-
fuge as if in a strong hold 1n the great aniiquity of
their chronicles—that they have remained for three
thousand years unchanged, wlule ali other seets have
been changing and springing up. They beheld the
Brahuuns nising up with those fantasiie regions of
the past, which exclude things present. But the Bi-
ble had declared that all kundieds and families of the
earth should yet come and buw duwn before the
Word. Tius vught o inspire the Chureh with con-
fidence 10 go furward amung the mighty fabrics of
superstition in the East, and svund sinwlianeously the
trumpet of true religion. With regard to ihe home du-
ties of those attached to the India Mission, as a.mem
ber of uns House, he might talk with a fearlessness
and freedom he wounld not otherwise presume to do.
He thought that there was one grand delusivn at
Lome, atd it was in refercice 10 what was catled the

effect of public meetings. They wonld casily get a.

thousand men congregated together if they got an |-
eloquent man to address them, in the same way as
they could atiract a muhitude by the exhibition of a
Polar bear; a few whu can canse the walls of a
bwlding to ring with their eloguence, mast call fusth
the sympathies of those they address.  Nuw, the delu-
sion was that the people went away in raptures, and
in the idea that those feelings are actually irausini-
graed through the counery, whereas it was very hne-
iy that in Edinburgh, for instance, and oier large
towns, there were many thousands who knew nothing
of the exciing cause. He really thought that all
this was a delusion, and that they muse go deeper
than this if they would have this ot any other scliemne
of the Churchi to prosper. e confessed Jiat he ne-
wer had heen present at such tneetings wibioui being
painfully unpressed vab ihe truth uf what Le des-
cnbed 5 indeed the feching called forth at these ncet-
ings, aud us actual effect, renuaded hun of the dos-
cription in a Latin poet in regued to @ tochy moun-
tain casting forth gluwing embers, which fcil un ice
and snow, and were spiedily cxuinguished—su the
cuthuriasm of those meeings is dissulved, and ex-
tends not to the mass; aud it was atthe mass they
ought 10 reach, bath 25 regarded the Missionary and
the Church Exicnsion Scheme lle had, howerer
found in s progress through Scutland tit Canisuan
ladies could do a great deal.  One had accosted i
full of Jove fur the scheme, ard said, * I Luow guar.
ters in which I can secure you £300;" and in ihe
north, two ladies had come furward and said 1o Lism,
we will not allow England to outdo Scoiland: we
shall endeavour to gt the double for you here.”

They had accordm"ly ot zbout an &gency en the
principle of centrifugal force un:il at spread over the
the kingdom, and 1lxc circie after it had extended and
widened from the agitated centre, at length began to
contract, and £890 was tossed into our funds. There
was nothing like aclive exertion—words were totaiiy
unavailing without it. When coming to thisiusnziate
land, he had been told at the Capeof Good 1vje.hua
creature of that part had carried off an infast. W ha,
did the motker do?  Didshe run distracied ameng

imcasure excludud from the pulpats.

Ler neighbours, as}ing them Low tley would advi:e
lier to attemipt -the recovery of her child, and thus
luse the precious moments in vain words? No, she
flew after the cicature to the mountains, reached jts
den, and there she found her dorling child unhurt and
uninjured.  The next day when she lovked at the
rocks, and chasms, and dangers shie bad pessed, her
soul was dismayed at the thought she could not be-
lieve that sheihad- surmounted such obstacles. But
what would not. a mother brave for her offspring 1
and in like manner stiould be the Chrisuan love of this
Chuch for the Bralumns—it should go fearlessly fure

ward in devising schemes for the advauntage «f this
glovious cause.  Oncpont more; there was u topie
much agitated, and that was, devising Looks for the
children.  Sotne one said, ' Grve tae the soags of a
countfys, and I will let any one else make the laws;
and another said, ** Give me the school-bouks, and
will give you both the songs and the laws.”  But he
s'nd, give him the schoolmaster, and he had o ob-
jection 10 @ilow otheis to make the laws, the sciences,
literatus ¢, sougs, and all  Alexander S:Iill hie had been
prompted to his great exploits by reading the Hiad in
his youth, and Gustatus Adnlp.ma had been, in like
manner, filled with emutation.  Deople were apt to
Link such men sui generis, but it wos no such thing,
by were only spedimnens of their class,as the slupcn-
duus Alps were of the same remackoble features in
wtlier pants of the glole.  Was it not the Uoast of
Scotland that she had sent furth venowned warriors
and statesmen, «i-d the Liost Tutiepid edventu-ers, into
distant and Latbawous regions?  But could Scuiland
not send furth a race of man nobler than <ven these
ilus.sious men, aid wWho would Laud down ide name
of Scotland 10 1immulaiiy—a race of men that would
be most dread u an the halls of Paindunouium, but
the most loved i the lalls of Ifeaven—au race of
goaly, seifdony ing wissicharies? There wos anotl-
er channel through which it was thaught that the
cause might be advanced, and that was through the
pulp, No doubit that was a legummate fied. (Hear)
hey mught ery huaar, and hagyy would Le be if they
wanid Lear. At prescut nassinanes wee in a great
Was not the
nreactimg of the Gosprel the very object for which the
Word was ereated? Dud not Chinst coma and die
thar his saving name and doazh nught Lemade known
unte all u:uaom,? The polpit ought 1o Le the chan-
nel for teaching this, and yet tite scheme of missions
was rarely twught. e knew thie hie was treading
an defiente greu “They miglht set himdown ns an
~nthusizst, bat pone but would give him credit for his
honresty; 1o one could say t!x.\l he was doing any
“Yipg cantrary to the spint of Christianity.  In s
«-al for the Chureh he would yield to o wman.  Tle
Daverend Deectar ognin in the most ampressive and
‘oguent manner on.,uuw! on the Asvembly the allim-
feant and panitg command of the Saviour—to go
wmio all antirns, sad preach the Gospel tu every eren-

=

are. We Lave Leard it said this day that the knell
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of the Church has been rung.* It must.be tung if we
do not “abey the comatand=-<if we do not obey the
commission——which has been given by our Saviour
Awm [ ut liberty to pick and clioose which of his com-
mandments | shall obey?  Supposs I proved thut |
abLeyed all the others, but violated this great command,
§ am guilty of the breach of them all.  Apply this
test, then, t> the present case; and what have the
ehurch courts dono, in obedience to this'émmand, at
home and abroad? Alas! for the last- céntury we
have heard it said, when there were no asés of dis-
cipline, no matters of party interest brotigt under
notice, that there :was no business; yet-you are
charged to preach the Gospe! to every creature, What
would be thought if the Governor Geueral of India,
and tis Council, some day, overpowered \Tv§t|| the fa-
tigue of business, resolved to enjoy a litile Icisuce,
and cast off the cares of a greatempire; and- were 10
shut themselves up in some retreai, to fiot in luxurious
indulgence, leaving the vest of-the great émpire, of
which thicic Sovereign has delegated to them the gov-
sranieny, to rush toruin?  What would you think of
those individuals who, confining their labouts to some
particylur spot, should resotve that beyorid this they
would not go, that thzy would not go to all the my-
riads of the earth——tht 10 those myriads they would
not exercise kindness, nor any thing else? I feel that
we are come (o & greater crisis of the Church When we
deal wuh this theme than when we deal with that on
whichh we: have already entered.  'We are guilty as
a Church of neglecting our commission. 1t is not
anough to say that we shall rise and icsolve to act
otherwise. We must first express our deep contrition
for our past neglect.  Why not appoint a day of na-
gionul bumilianon and fasting and prayer, that-in the
presence of Jehovah vie way pour out of a broken and
contrite heart, the confession that we, our Kkings,
princes, and priests, have done wickedness. [ do
fee) that anless we thus resolve and humble ourselves,
it is in yain that we profess our zeal for the cause. 1
do not proclaim to othess what 1 would not press upon
_guyself; and a minister may say how dare he ask his
congregizion to give what he dees not give himself?
-His tongue is hound—his heart is shut yp—he canno:
gdoit. And why should he have such scruples, know-
ing that many of lus congregation are bestowing their
fifties and hundreds of pounds on all manner of drugs
that stupify the faculues 2 Does he not refrain Lecause
he does not wish to sct an exaniple—an example
which would centainly be followed? Show me a min
ister that has set an example; have the people sat fol
lowed that example 7 Yes, universally. 1 haveknown
instances and could state them.  We must begin &
home. We darc not usk othersto do what we dare
not do ourselves.  Lct us but imitate the example of

* Dr. Duff here aliules to Lord Dathicusic’s denuncintion
of the Genernl Astembiy’s vote against the decision of the

nuse of Lords confirr.ing the judgment af the Cout of Sese
sion in the Auchterardre cascs hy which drcigion the tight or
the patron of that parish to enlurce & presentation, notwithe
anding the veto of the Presbytery, would ce recoghized.
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aur futhers, We cannot hear too much of the days of
our futhers, Weoughtto bless God that we had such
fathers; aud think it good that as an clement in the
zducation of ouf land, we have such glorious names
to animate our - energies, and to be among us as a
watchword and a trumpet sound.  Yes, when borne
down by the:anxieiies of n missjonary’s life in anothes
land, and ready to sink down into despondency, and
sealize the fechings of the exiles of old, who by the
rivers of Babylon sat and wept, yet returning home
and finding the Cloud of Witnesses, reading of their
suff rings” and tnals, I have fullen down before God,
and restrained every disinclination to enter upon my
duties, moved by the very feeling, and fieshness, and
fulness of what those men achieved, They set an
example which we ought to imitate. The direction of
Christ was—=1f a man would follow me let him de-
ny mmself.”  We are willmg to follow, but not to

eny ourselves, Guve me that which costs you some-
thing —which requires the exercise of self-denial. In
steud of £6000, we should have £600,000. Yes,
this may be maked down as some Braluninical ex-
travagance of the East. I say, if we imitate our
fathers, it will not be an extravagance, but a sober
trath.  Let otheis do what they plense ; let them talk
fuudly and boast of 1he deeds of their futhers O,
if we had the thousands which some men here pos-
sess, flowing into the Christan treasury ! If the Lord
will, my unaliered and unahterable purpose is, to re-
turn to the scene of my former labours.  In adhering
so determinadly 1o this resolution, I am not unaware
of the miscoastruction and uncharitable insinuations
to wihich, in certain quarters, my conduct has been
subjected. Now, though in myself 1 feel and confess
that I am nothing, yea, “lessthan nothing, and vani-
1y," I musy, for ihe sake of “mngnifying my office,”
e permitted to assers and vindicate the jntegrity of
ny acting motives. I would return to the land of my
adoption, not because, in the gross and carnalising
judgment of some worldings, 1 could not do better at
nome. No: of the earnest and reiterated entreaties of
friends, 1f the most alturing offers on the part of some
of * the mighty and the noble,” of the most templing
wvitattons o spheres of honour and responsibility,
from not & few of the Chrisuan people of this land,
could have availed aught, T anglt, in the low, vulgar,
and drivelling sense of the expression, have done
better a1 home. 1 would go, not from the restless
spint of wild, roving adventure.  If the anjmating
principle had flown from that seurce, sure enough it
ougit by this ume to have been cured, in the case of
ane who twice suficred shipwreck, barely escaping
with lifee—who, more than once, was well nigh foun-
dered anmnd the gules and hurricenes of the deep—and
who was thrice brought to the vay brink of the grave
by the noxious influence of an unfricndly clime. 1
would go, not from any exagaerated estimate or am-
Luious longings aficr the pomp and luxurics of the
East, No. Dire experience constrains me to say, that,

for the enjoyment of real personal comfort, 1 would
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rather, infinitely rather, be the occupant of the poorest
hut, withits homeliest fare, in the coldest and Lleakest
ravine that flanks the sides of Schihall.on or Ben Nevis,
than be the possessor of the statelicst palace, with its
royal appurtenances, in the plains of Bengal, I would
go, not from any freuks of fancy respcctinv the
strangeness of forcign lands, and the exciting novelty
of labour among the dwellers thaie.  Thére 1 have
been already, and can only testify, that the state of
the heathen is fur too sad and awful a reality, to be
a fitting theme for story or fur song, unless it be one
over which hell would vejoice and heaven weep. 1
would go, not from any unpatriotic dislike of my na-
tive land, or misanthropic aversion tow .rds its penple
or it3 institutions.  No: for its very ruggedness, as
the land of # the mountain and the llood " ICllQI’l‘h
more than ordinary fondness. How could it be other:
wise? Nestled and nursed, as it were, from earliest
infancy, among its wildest and sublimest scenes, no
enjoyment half so exhilarating, as the attempt to out-
rival the wild goat in clambering from crag to erag,

or to outstrip the ravens i soanng to thar lofuest
summits—no music half so sweet as the roar of the
cataract among the beetling precipices of the solitary
dell—no chariot and equipage half so much desired,
as the buoyant wreaths of mist that curled their strange
and fantastic shapes around the ragged peaks of the
neighbouring hills.  Hence a fondaess for the char-
acteristic scenery of my native lund, amounting al-
most to a passion—a passion which, like every other,
it requires Divine Grace to modify and subdue. Fou
oft as I lave strayed among gardens and groves, be-
studded with the richest products of tropicul climes,
the involuntury ejaculation has cver been. Give me
thy woods, thy barren woods, poor Scotland!”  To-
wards its people T have always cherished the fondest
attachment—an attachment vastly avgmented by the
circumstance, that from Pomonn, the muinland of
Orkney, to the Solway Firth, there is scarcely a city
ot district in which [ could not point out one or more
personal friends, in whose Clvistian socicty I have
found refreshment and delight,  Of all its institu-
tions, sacred and civil, I have ever entertained an un-
bounded adwiration—un admiration that has heen
immeasurably enhanced by the contrast which the
want of them exhibits in other lands. 1 would there-
fore go, not because I love Scotland less, but because,
I humbly and devoutly trust, that, through the mid of
Divine grace, I have been led to love my God and
Saviour, and the advancement of his blessed cause on
earth, still more. I would go, because, with the Bible
in my hands, I cannot sce what special claim  Scot-
land has upon me, as a minister of Christ, any morc
than any other land embraced within the folds of the
everlasting covenant—Dbecause, with the Bible an my
hands, I cannot see how a soul in Scotland can be
intrinsically move precious than a soul in Greenland,
or Cafireland, or Flindestan, or any other region on
earth-Lbecause, with the Bible in iy hands, I cannot
see that the bounds of the Church of Scotland are
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identical with the bounds of the Redeemer's kingdom ;
or that the Lord Jesus, who is no respecter of persons,
18 the Redeemer of Scoiland rather than of any other
realm mcluded in the emphatic and catholic desxgna-
tions of “all the world,” and “all nations.” I
would go, Lecause, with the Bible in my lands, I
cannot see that the ministerial office was designed to
Le solely or even chiclly local and pastorul. Noj; in
its very constitution it is cssentinly ubiquitous and
evangelis.ie,. The very commission by winch, through
the dumcly-appo-med ordinance of the Clirch, 1 am
authoiised Lo preach the Gospel at-all, binds me to be
readv to go forthto any one of  all nations,” to which
thie ¢ .ad tidings must be proclaimed. This general
commission may, for substanial reasons, inthe case
of hundreds and thousands, partcularly in a Chris-
tianised land, obtain a fixed, special, local, and pas-
toral destination. But such destination can never can-
¢el nor abrogate the fundamental obligation involved
in.the original commission. Heuce tue incradicable
lmprcssnun, that if God in his prondcncc beckun me,
and the Church, in the rightful excrcise of her spiri-
tual authority, invite me to a patticular sphere in any
portion of the divinely-appointed ficld of labour which
is “the world,” I dare no more vefuse, without for-
feiting my commission in the eye of Heaven, whate-
ver may b the easy and accommodaung opinions of
men, than a covenanted servant of her Britannic Ma-
jesty could, without incurring similar forfeiture, de-
cline proceedmg on public duty to any onc of the re-
motest colonies or dependencies of the empire. Ha-
ving, with the Bible in my hands, formed such views
as these of the natucc and character of the ministerial
commission, how could Istand up here this day,
were I of the numbcr of those who, thinking nothing,
and caring less about the real and proper Bible field,
coolly, and without the least consciousness of shame,
confess that they are either comparauvely idle, or not
directly engaged in their Master's work, and satisfy
themselves with petitioning Church Courts for their
wisdom to devise some incasure whereby professional
employment could be sccured for them at home?
Methinks the voce of patriarchs, and prophets, and
apostles, i onc united and solemn peal, would be for
ever thus ringing in my earss—What! No profession-
al employment at home! Why, then, not transfer
your services ro other parts of the ficld, immeasurably
wore neeessitous T Why be constrained 1o make such
huniliating confessions—to advance such humble pe-
titiomngs—when the real field “the world,” is all be-
fore you, and calis from every quarter ave sounding
in your ears, loud as the crics of perishing multitudes
which no manecan number 7 Why, by such waiting,
and loitering, and pctitioning to be hired, do you pro-
voke a special application to your case of one of your
Saviour's most pungent and penetrative parables! It
isnow eighteen hundred years since the morning of
the Gospel dispensation dawned upon a benighted
world, when tle Lord of the vineyard first summoned

the labourers to gv into his vineyard, and now, when
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the day is far spent, yea, when'it is abodt the elevcmh
hour, he cometh, and behold ho findeth you and many
others sranding idlen the market-place, and again he
saith unto you, Why staud ye here allthe day idle ?
Do youreply, Because noman hath hiredus? What!
noman{ No phllanlhroplust, no convrevauon, no
Presbytery, no . Synod no Assembly? Go ye into
my vineyard, and whatsoever your hand findeth to
do, do it with all your might. Now, supposc thar,

moved by such a gracious invitation, 'and my ful-

low-loungers werce éach of us roused to’ reply, i Lard,

here an l, send me;" but first resolved to take a sur-
vey of the vineyard' Suppose the larger portion of
it by far were found still in a wilderness state, other
portions here and there*but partislly reclaimed, and
only onesmall corner that could be said at-all to ap-
proximate to a state of perfect cull vation=-supposc
thatthe choicest spots of that' corner were not without
thoras and briars, and other marks of careléss aud
relaxed husbandiy—still, ns campared with the 5e,§t
of the vineyard, a very paradisc of besuty aud fer-
tility=—what would be thought of us, the elc\emh-
hour labourers, if, instead of mnnfully resolvm" 1o,
put forth all our energies, and ai once invade the

wholly uabroken sucface, with its 1mpenetrable Jungle,|:

we should waste our precious time in clamorously pe-
titioning the occupners of the already cultivated and
most fertile comer, in their wisdom, to .devise some
measure whereby we could be employed an punle-
ged to settle theretoo 7 Oh, ifthe Lord ofthe vineyard
suddenly reappeared to take an account of: ur stew=
ardship, what reply could we make that dxd not vir-
tually, actually, and undisguisedly imply, aﬁer all, it
‘was our own ease, and comfort, and convemence we
paramountly seught for, and not the promonon of - the
interests of Hlm, whom we in words acknowledge as’
our Sovereign Lord and Master! To escape from
the guilt and condemnation of such laggart, and dis-
graceful, and ériminal conduct, I would now go to the
unrecluimed wastes of the great vineyard; and I
would go to India in preference to other portions
thereof, simply, because at present the Lord has, in
the overrulings of providence, opened up a larger and
more effectual door, than in any other land, for pro-
claiming the glad tidings of salvation to scores of
millionis that never heard of a Saviour, And secing
that Scotland, with its two and a-half millions, has a
supply of about twelve hundred ordained pastors con-
nected with this National Church; while the Chuich
is satisfied with sendiog forth only ten to p:each the
Gospel to more than one hundred and thirty nuliions
of fcllow-subjects in the Eust that are fumishing for
Jack of knowledge—that is, with sending forth less
than the hundredth part of what she rctuins at home,
to minister the means of Gospel grace, and Gospel
ordinances, to a population fifiy times greater! ]
have tasked mysclf in vain, with the Bible in my
hand, to discover one Scriptural argument why the
lile snug, and coraparatively well cultivated corner
should have so many, and the great uncultivated waste

'of sorrows, ¢
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so few! I judge no man in the balance of uarigh-
teous judgment.  But, fur myself, I do most solemnly
declure that, withzsuch views pressing so overwhelm-
ingly on my soul, I canuot, without being arraigned
at the bar of couscicuce as a tranor to my Gnd and
Saviour—I caguot, while health aod strength are sups
plied from nbnw—-l dare not be guiky of adding one
more, liowever insignificany, to thie swelthing caatogue
of hurdreds at howue, .'md thercby subtiacting ane,
however mswmﬁnm fromthe Lan and scanty tablet
of units ﬂblu-ld' Ly the blessing of God, therefore,
I proposc to returs and jon the lutle band that is
before me, ““ beauing the burden and hieat of the day.”
And, “if ye will not augment our number, tll une
and-Another has successively fulien, oh, et us have at
least yuur sympathics and your prayers! your pray-
¢fs iinthe closit, your prayess at the fannty aluar,
your prayers in the assumblies and congregauions of
tue people. Ir the whole annals of ume, I know only
of ouc case wherdin a being, 1 human form, could de-
clare, not in prowd, cold, stascal apathy, but m lowly,
yet calm, selfconscious sndependence, that he needed
not, and would not Lruvk any mamfestatson of sym-
pathy or entreaty in his behalf. It was when the man
groaning and bleeding under the burgen
of an ignominious cross, was wending his weary way
up the steeps of Calvary, The spncful outbreak of
seull’ and scoen on the part of the men of Jerusnlem,
whuh proved that their hearts were hard as the nether
mill stone, he could buffer waeh patient silence.  But
thc tears which proved that the daughters of Jerusa-
lem had still bowels of compassion, made him break
the silence in words of tenderness, more magnani-
mous than any that have ever issued from the lips of
wan or angel. Resolved on that day to tread the wine-
press ulone—resolved on that day to exhaust the cup
of human woe and Divine wrath—rcesolvd on that
day to monopolise, as it were, the guefs, and groans,
aud penaltics, not of ume merely, but of cierury—he
scemed to feel as if every tear dropped from human
eye were his loss—as if cvery pang of anguish
wrung from human heart were a subteacuon from the
fulness wherewith be had d:ermined to bear our
gries and carey our so.rows, Hente the burst of
Gud-like tenderness—=% Duugliers of Jerusatem, weep
vot for me; weep for yourselves.”  Bat tiough we
cannot, dare not, apmopriate these words n thewr
Diviue plenitude, we may, 10 the extemt of vepudia-
ting all fears that javolve the notion that we go furth
on a fuilorn hiope, wiile we would mvite the sympa-
thics and the prayers of the fanhful, because we are
bat “aen of like passions with themselves,” and ex-
pos d to peculiar tiials and temptations.  Anncd and
tuitificd by such sympathies and prayers, we shall go
forth with redoubled energy, and a more clasuc buoy-
ancy of hope.  llowever nughty and apparently m-
vincible the forces that are arrayed agamst us, victory
in the end is sure to be ours, But ere the final victory
is won, we may have to eazoumcer dusiicultics far
greater than any yet raaliscd,  Indecd, my impress-

-
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jon, gathercd from the Bible and the whole history of
Providence, is that a wight of gloomuness and dark

ness—anught of clouds and thick darkuess ~a night
of tribulaton and judgmens, is approacling, such as
has not yet brooded over the laver world.  But God's
purposes cannat be stayed.  The Guspel must be pro-
claimed for awnness to all nations.  Aud outof evary
nation, aud kindred, and tungue, aud poople, Gud's
elect people must be chosen.  And in the darkest sea-
son of the might of troubles, men shall sfand up as
faithful witnesses for the trath,  And tiie dwhacss
may be incieasing during the night, Lut, oh?! let us
rejoice and be excecding glad. It is commonly ve-
macked, that the dackest hour is that whick immedi-
ately precedes the dawn—that the tendancies, there-
fore, towards the hght are greatest aund strongest at
the very time when the gloom 1s beconang most dense.
So with the moral world. The dakness may thicken
and incirase ; but as st approaches its climax of gluom,
the tendencics owaids the dawn are stiongest.  Aud
then suddenly will burst upon the would a day of
glory, such as hias not been siuce the sous of thie uiarn-
ing saug together over the auudes of piiimeval Lliss,
The light of themoon will be as the light of the sun,
and the light of the sun seven-fold.  As the glorious
luminary breaks fiom his onicut chambers, lic at once
beholds the teemung niyriads of Eastern Asia joyously
chaunung their morung orisuns.  As he advances,
the tide of praise rolls on in one vast and continuous
line, stretching from the Avrctic to the Antarctic
shores—the: inhabnams of every vale, and the tenants
of every wtock, ponnng i their tiibutasy hosannahs,
The loud chorus is resuunded by the millions of en-,
lightened Europe aud cmancipated Afiica. It i§
wafted acrass the Athantiz Ly the @ sticamerced flags
of far-spread realins,” that meet to hail each other in
sweet comuuunian, It is echoed oy the numberless
kindreds wnd tribes of the western continent, and re-
verberated, inshawts of hallelujaly, from shore to shore,
over the braad expanse of the Pacific.  Blessed jubi

lee! No voice of jurring or of discord is heard amid
the multitudes of rejoicing lands. At cvery successive
point of the emth’s vast circumference, the morning
psatms of the East sweetly blend in unchanging har-
mony with the evening unthems of the West; and
the matin songs of the West, with the glowing vespers
of the East—and thus the ocean-stream of mclody for
ever circulates around the globe.  All carth is wuneful
with the songs of ransomed myriads—all heaven ic-
echoes to the sortg,  DBlessed jubilee! how Ilong to
sce theday ! To hasten it by a single hour, who
would begendge separation  from parents, friends,
and even beloved children?  Who would begrudge
nivers of tears, and trials, and suflerings even unto
death? Inthe full assurance that come it will in
God’s own appointed season, I would now, in the
name, and accompanied with the presence, of the
Angel of the Covenant, speed me to that benighted
land, where, if it be the wall of Providence, 1 have no
other wish than to labour, no other wish than to die,
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no other wish than to be buriid! And in suticipa-
uon of an early departure, 1 would now return my
warmest and most grateful thanks to the respected
Convener and.other members of the Assembly’s Com-
atttee, for all the gentleness, and charity, and forbear-
ance, which they havo ever excieised towaids my
mausoll infirmities : 1 would reiurn my most cordia)
«ud unfeigned thanks to you, venerable fathers, bre-
thren, and: fiiends, and all other members of this
Chiuich, that have heaped so many undeserved kind-
nesses upan me, during my temporary sojomn amongst
you; and .now would 1 bid you all a long and so-
lemn, but,. Ltrust, not an eternal,. furcwell, At present
we part, but it is upon the summit of our spirtual
Pisgah.  Our nextmecting may be beyond the flood ;
om the streets of, the golden cuy—by the banks of the
river of hfe——in.that blessed regton where adieus and
farewells are a'sound unkuown. But though absent
in the body, oh! let us'be onc in spirit, and ever uni-
ted, at a throne of grace. And oft as I remember our
leloved. earthly Zion, whetha here or on the waves
of the ocean, or amid the ragiigs of the heathen, the
utterance of my heart will be in the burning strains
of the Psalmist:—

Pray gﬁéi Jerusalem may have
Peace and filicity :

Leét.thiem that love thee and thy peace
Have stili prosperity,

Therefore 1 wish that peace may still
Within thy wells remain.

And ever may thy palaces
Piosperity retain,

And oft-as ye remember the toiling pilgrims in a for-
eignland; and ofi as ye assaciate their laboues and
triumphs, through grace with the cross of Calvary ;
whether the loud tempest howls, or the evening zephye
aently murmurs around your dwelling;—oh, let the
sentiménts of your heart, the language of your lips,
the herald voice of your actions, be—

Fly abroad, thou mighty Gospel,
Win and conquer, never cease ;
May thy lasting wide dominions
Muluply and still increase ;
Sway the sceptre, sway the sceptre,
Saviour, all the world around.

On the motion of Mr. Drarop,

Mr. Cranx of Inverness then invoked the Divine
blessing on the Rev. Dr. Duff and the cause in which
he was about once more to engage,

Colonel Duxpas proposed that a collection should
be made in aid of the Indian Mission;, to be placed at
the disposal of the Rev, Dr. Duff, in aflectionate re-
nembrance of his exertions in the cause, and also in
acknow ledgment of the impression he has made upon
the members of the Assembly. He recommended
diat the  contributions be paid, as far as possible,
anonymously,
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Beams in each ray, bids whirlwinds be unforl'd,

POETRY.
THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD. 3

Stupendous God! how shrinks our bounded sense
To track the triumphs of Omnipctence;
From sky-clad mountain, to the deepest den,
From the mean insects, to immortal men;
Bless'd with Thy brightest smile, dare we confine
Paternal Providence, supreme as thine ?
Far as the fancy flics, or life-stream flows,
From Georgia’s desert to the Greenland snows,
‘Where space exists Thine eyes of mercy see,—
Creation lives, and moves, and breathes in Thee!

Yes! pause and think, within one fleeting hour,
How vast a universe obeys Thy power:
Unseen, but {elt, thine interfased conrol
Works in each atom, and pervades the whole:
Expands the blossom and erecls the tree,
Conducts each vapour, and commands each sca,

Unrolls the thunder, and upheaves a world !

E’en now, while tragic Midnight walks the land,
And spreads the wings of darkness with her wand,
What scenes are witness'd by thy watchful eye!
What millions waft to Thee the prayer and sigh!
Some gaily vanish to an unfear'd grave,

Fleet as the sun-flash o'er a summer wave;

Some wear out life in smiles, and some in tears,

Sume dare with hope, while others droop with fears;

The vagrant ’s roaming in his tater’d vest,

The babe is sleeping on its mother’s breast ;

The captive muti’ring o'er his rust-worn chain,

The widow weeping for her lord again,

While many a mourner shuts his languid eye,

To dream of hcaven, and view it cre he die;

And yet, no sigh can swell, no tear-drop fall,

But thou wilt see, and guide, and solace all?
Roperr MoONTGOMERY.




