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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH PUTH.

A Donation of £18 8s., forwarded by the Rev.
Wm. Bain, fiom the Missionary Association
in connection with St. Andrew’s Church, Perth,
Canada West, and an Anonymous Friend. —£8
1ds. of which to be applied to the Indian Mission,
jnd £9 1ds. to the Scleme for Conversion of the

ews,

FRENCH MISSION FUND.
Cornwall, per Rev. H. Urquhart, £5 0 0
HUGH ALLAN.
Treasurer.

PATRIOTIC FUXND,
CONGREGATIONAL COLLLECTIONS.

Seymour, per Rev, R. Neill,.. .| | LE14 0 0
Osnabruck, per Rev. Mr. Dobie,.... 11 ¢ o
Searboro,. .. vev il 81 8 6
Mono,. . vvvvinneens e, 215 ¢
Lachine, per Rev. Mr. Simpson,... 28 5 ¢
. Georgetown, per Rev. J. M. Muir, 21 o ¢
Packenham, per Rev. A. Mann.. ... 12 0 o
elson and Waterdown, per Rev.
G. Macdoonell,. v veeneneneens 1210 8
Squesing, per Rev. P. Ferguson,.. 915 0
... Others not by congregation,... 215 0
L'Origna], per Rev. A.Bell,... ... 6 6 0
enfrew, par Rev. J. Thomson,.... 12 14 4
Reauhamois, por Rov, Mr. Huig,.. 14 17 6
D““”'}?“ per Rev, D. Shanks,.... 6 0 0
alhousie Mills, per My, Cattenach, 10 15 0

end April, 1855, 1 RAMSAY, Treasurer

———

Ma'l;?e list will be closed on Saturday, the 19th

MINISTERS WIDOWS' AND ORPHANSY
FUND. f
The following Contributions were emitted in

"Marck :

Congr. Coll.. Bytown,. . .Rev. A. Spence,..£6 0 0
“ % St Louis de
Gonzague,

St. Andrews,
Guelph,.. «

Cornwaull, ad-
ditioval,.. “ H. Urqubart, 2 0 0

Beaubarnois,. * T. Haig,.... 3 0 0

Ramsay,.... “ J. McMorine, 5 0 0

JoBN GRELNSHIELDS,

Treasurer protem.

“ J.T.Paul,.. 200

Colin Gregor, 3 0 0

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

‘We have again pleasure in publishinga
List of Contributions to the Special Fund
of Queen’s Cdllege Buildings, and trust
that the collections will continue to proceed
with vigour. When the subscriptions are

taken up, the optien is given of contribut-

ing a certain sum at once, or by four
annual instalments timed to meet the
accruing instalment of the purchase-money
of the handsome and commodious building
and grounds recently acquired at Kingston
for the price of £6,000, for the purposes of
the College. We are glad 1o notice th:t
80 I.arge an amount has been already
remitted on account of these subseriptions.
That, from Nova Scotia is particularly
el eauraging, and speaks volumes for the
liberality of our brethren there. TFrom
this city, and also from Quebec, a large
amount may belooked for; but, owing to the

urgency of recent local efforts in the three !

=
" congregations alluded to, and also tv the
monetary pressure during the present
winter, thetaking-up ofthesubscriptionshag
been postponed till the spring or summer.
As anearnest, however,of what is expected
to be realised, it may be mentioned that
a few individuals, connected with the two
congregations in Montreal, in the course
of a single forenoon’s collecting. contributed
the handsome sum, in all, of £200. As we
have already often before urged, and as
we now reiterate, Queen’s College has
peculiar claims upon our support. Within
its ‘walls a sound substantial education js
imparted ; its management is under the
control of our Church, its Professors are
men of ability and erudition. There isno
exclusiveness or illiberality in the manner
in which itis conducted. Episcopalians,
Methodists, and even -loman Catholics
have availed themselves of the advantages
afforded by its literary classes. A medi-
cal school has now been instituted in con

nection with it, and Queen’s College School
acts as a feeder to the College, and is well
attended, On general grounds, then, the
College is deserving of support, but it has
far higher claims on the adherents of our
Church. Its original projectors, with a
sound discrimination, a wise forethought
and a commendable liberality, set them-
selves to erect a school of the prophets,
convinced that such an institution was a
necessity of the Church.  Combining with
it the means of affording a general and
classical education, the University was
founded under the authority of a Royal
Charter, and now we can point to eome
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20 of its alumni filling with credit and

efficieney pastoral charges throughout the

Provinee.  LEvery day’s experience too is
convineing us that the Coilege must he
maintained, and that on an eflicient footing.
Lvery day demonstrates that we wmust
look more and more to our owa youth for
the supply of our inisters. The vaecan-
cies constantly oceurving, the sudlen
removal of some,and the pressing appliea-

tions for supplies to existing vacancies also |

foree ou our aftention the importance and
the value of Queen’s College, with its
Divinity Hail and Arts Classes, asameans
of training up a native ministry.  We are
p'eased to notice that the Colonial Com-
mittee had granted assistance 1o two stu-
dents from the Lower Provinces, to enable

that, as the advantages held out are better

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

work, and eontaining some twenty pounds,
accompanied with a request that he would
expend the s at diseretion, =0 as best
to pranote hiz own comfort and enjoy-
ment.

Such a testimonial, while it reflects the
highest honour on the pions beneficence
of those mothers and daughters in Israel,
i3 at the same time encouraging to the
heart of an amiable and diligent pastor to
a degree vasily beyond the intrinsie value
of the gift itzelf.  DBesides, this offering of
piety to the faithful servant eannot fail 10
be acceptable in the sight of the Great

Master, who on a certain occasion pro- |

nounced those memorable words, ¢ She
hath done what she conld.  Venly, T say

Cunto you, wherever this Gospel shall be
them to attend Queen’s College, We trust

understood, the young aspirants 10 the |

Ministry in those Provinces will avail
themselves more generally of the oppor-
tunities of instruction which Queen’s Col-
lege affords.  Even should they desire to
spend a ciosing session in Seotland, the
expenses of their study will have been
materially lessened by attending Queen’s
College, whose sessions are ranked with
those of the Scottish Universities. We
commend! the claims of the College to
our readers, and submit {for their informa-
tion the deiiverance of the Synod of fast
year with reference

>

making. (See page 51.)

Contributions in aid of the Building Fund.

Amount already advertised,...... . £978 1T 0
Pakenbam Congregation,......... 710 0
Waterdown, «“ (wlditional,) 210 0
Eidon, “ e 20 0 0
Scarborough, (wdditional) 1 5 ©
Niagara, terreene.s 82 00

£lu42 2 0

JaxEs Macrexvay,
See. Board of Trustees.
Kingston, 21st March, 1855.

(For the & Presbyterian.”™)
A PASTORAL OFFERING FROM THE LA-
DIES OF GUEL!'H.
GueLen, 3rd March, 1855,

Mg. EpiTor,—On a hasty visit to this
good town I have picked up an item of
intelligence whieh is altogether worthy of
a niche in the columns of the « Presby-
terian,” and will be welcomed, | foel gasur-
ed, by all who delight to see (rue merit
appreciated, especially where it is court-
ing the shade of a modest and unobtrusive
retirement,

At the commencement of a new year
the Ladies ot the St. Andrew's Congre-
gvion here took counsel together as to
some mode in which they might express
their sentiments of esteem and gratitude
for 1he character and labours of 1heir Pas-
tor, the Rev. Coiin Gregor. The resuit

was that on rhe evening of Friday, the |

26th January last, they presentéd him
with an elegant purse, of their own handi-

N

to the collection now |

preached thronghout the whole world, this
also that she hath done shall be%poken of
for a memorial of her.”
ITam
Yours truly,

A PRESBYTER.

CONGREGATION OF RAMSAY.
2o the Edilor of the Preshyterian.
Ransay, 16¢h Ma ch, 1855.
Sir,—The enclosed papers have been
handed me with a request to forward them
to Montreal for publication in The Preshy-
terian. 1 feel great pleasure in doing so,
not so much on aceount of the value of
the present as that i is a token of the ap-
preciation of the services of our worthy
and esteemed pastor, and that his labours
have not been in vain toxome. Recipro-
cal feelings of this nature must be gratify-
ing and encowaging both to pastor and
people.
I am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,

. .

Ramsay, 8th March, 1855.
REev. AND DEAR SIR,—A few of the
adherents of your congregation present
yOu with a cutter and buffalo robes, which
you will receive by the bearer, and which

please accept as a small 1oken of respect.

I am, Rev. and Dear Sir,
Yours very truly,
J. MEenzies.
Rev. J. McMorine,

Dansay, 9% March, 1855,

My pEAR Sir,—I was so much taken
by surprise by the amival of the very

handsome ecutter and rohes mentioned in |

your note, that I knew not for a time what
cr how to answer. It was too much to
present your feeble and unworthy minister
with so valuable a gift. T am not conscious
of having deserved anything like so strong
an expression of regard.  But, valuable ns
the gift is, it is more precious to me as an
indication that the gloriousGospel has taken
hold of the minds of my people than in
any other light.  Could I regard it as a
sign that my labours were blessed to the

souls of any, my joy would be unbounded,
[ will foady cherish that idea.  In the
meantiime I beg to retwrn you, and all 16
whom T am indebted for so substantial an
aet of kimlness, my most grateful thanks
and best wishes.
I am, yours sincerely,
Joux McMoriNE.

John Menzies, Iisq.

OBITUARY NOTICE.

Dirp at Kingston, C. W., on the Z1st
February, David MeDonald, Student in
Queen’s College, aged 21 years, 'The
deceased was the son of Mr. Hugh DMc-
Donald in the Township of Williams, C.
W. He was born at New York on the
1st of Aunwvusy, 1834, when his parents
were on thewr way to settle in Canada.
He was prozecuting his studies at Queen’s
College with a view to entering the minis-
try in the Preshyterian Church of Canada,
in connexion with tha Church of Seotland.
He had already completed two Sessions
at College, and was in the midst of his
third Session when he was seized with
that illness whicl terminat-d in his death.
He was a young man of good abilities, of
great industry and appiication, of amiable
disposition, and of decided and unaffected
piety.

His death was a heavy blow to his
parents and other relatives, whom he had
teft a few monthsago in good health| to re-
sume his studies at College, where he ex-
pected to take his degree of Bachelor of
Arts at the close of the Session.  Iis loss
is deeply regretted by his Professors and
tellow-siudents, to whom he had endeared
himself by his many sterling good qualities,
and particntarly by his uniform kindliness
and amiability of character.  His mortal
remains were removed from Kingston to
Williams, where they were followed to the
grave by-a numerous concourse of relatives
and friends.

While by his removal the Churchi on
earth is deprived of the services of one
who fondiy cherished the prospect of serv-
ing his Lord and Master in that honourable
capacity, and who promised so fair to be-
come an earnest and useful minister, his
many friends have the consoling reflection
that e died in the faith of Christ Jesus,
and in the hope of a blessed resurrection,
May hix death exercise a salutary influence
on his fellow-students, from among whom
he has been taken by an inscrutable Provi-
dence, and lead them, while preparing
themselves for the ministry in Christ’s
Church on earth, to prepare themselves
for the higher <ervices of the upper Sanc-
tuary in Heaven. *So teach us to num-
ber our days that we may apply our hearts
to wisdom.”

Tue Rev. Jony McLavriy, MarTin-
TowN.—We have learned with poignant
regret of the sudden removal, in conse”
quence of an attack of quinsy proving



fatal, of the lute esteemed Rev. John Me-
Laurin, of Martintown. We sympathise
with his large and attached congregation in
tuis painful and so unexpected a bereave-
ment. Asdoubtless we shaill be furnished
with further particulars,weabstainfrom the
comments which respect would dictate.

MEETINGS OF PROVINCIAL STNODS.

Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada, in connettion with the Cliurch of
Scotland, on the last Wednesday (1the30th)
of May, 1833, at Montreal.

Synod of the Church of Scotland in
Nova Scotia on the first Tuesday (the 3rd)
of July, 1655, at 1lalifax.

Synod of the Chureh of Scotiand in
New Brunswick on the third Thursday
(the 161h) of August, 1835, at St. Johns.

LIFE INSURANCE.

As a means of providing for the families
of Ministers.

We have already on previous ocecasions
referredtothisimportant subject,  Experi-
ence has abundantly established the
benefits accruing from the system
Life Insurance, now so firmly established.
1t encountered at first many prejudices,
but these have yielded to its manifest
uthity, necessity and real worth. Our inten-
tion is not, however, at present to enlarge
upen the general advantages of Life Insu-
rances, but especially to call the attention
of congregations to the opportunity it
alfords of securing some provision to the
widow and family of their ministers in
case of their removal by death. Situated
as ministers are, it is generally impossible
for them to secure the leaving out of their
narrow incomes anvthing for the after-
support cf their families.  The Ministry
as a class, and we speak of other bodies
us well as ot our own, receive far smaller
stipends than can be obtained by the
members of any other profession or calling
in this Province: this should not be so,
but still the fact is incontestable that it is
s0. Now it would relieve the mind of
the Clergyman of much natural anxiety if
he knew that by the liberality of his
people a certain provision, in addition to
the small sum atforded by the Widows’and
Orphans’ Fund, was gecured for his family
in the event of his being called away from
thescenes of his labours by death. Weare
aware that in some of our congregations
this is already done, and we commend the
subject to the serious consideration of our
people.  We may vevert to it on a
future occasion, developing and explain-
ing our views more fully, and ilustrating
them with a statement of the mode and
cost of such assurances.

LADIES MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF
ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, KINGSTON.
Tor some yearsa Missionary Associati n

has been maintained at Kingston, C. W,

"by the exertions of the ladies of St. An- i

of

THE PRESBYTERIAN.
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drew’s Congregation there, and through ! “sing both upon the lahours of the Catechist, and

the instrumentality of its former mission-
aries, the Nevds. Messrs. Mowat and Mor-
rison, was success{ul and useful.  Weare
glad to notice, from the cnsuing statement
recently issued by them, that the Associa-
tion is not relaxing its exertions, butis still
endeavouring to occupy a waste field of the
Vineyard. We trust that a blessing from
on high will attend and own these efforts,
and that the ladies of Kingston mav be
encouraged to persevere in this good work,
and be permitted to behold the bread, scat-
tered upon the waters, found again after
mnany days. We always look upon such
Missionary efforts as a pleasing evidence
of Christian vitality, and as an acknowl-
edgement of a plain Christian duty which
is incumbent upon us all,

The following bricf statement, embracing Rezo-
lutions which were passed at a meeting of the
Ladies of the Clurch convensd by notice from
the pulpit, is presented to the Congregation with
the view of enlisting their aid in maintaining a
Catechist upon Wolfe Island.

It is believed thatthe circumstances of the case
which hascalled forth this effort on the part of the
Church are too well known to require lengthened
explanation. A large i-land, containing a popu
lation of several handreds, unl entirely destitute
of religious ordinauces, or of the means of a Chris-
tiun education, presents at our own doors the in-
teresting but melancholy spectacle of a* Mission
Field.” Withm sight of our homes, almost within
sound of our Sabbath bells, are maany who arve
debarred from the enjoyment of those sacred priv-
ileges which we <o highly prize.  As a vatural
result, irreligion has taken deep hold of the pop-
ulation, Sabbath desceration prevails, and  the
Young, entirely without religious teaching and
influences, are growing up in ignorance of all
Sacred Trath.

With the view of endeavouring in some meas-
ure to provide for the exigencies of the case, a
meeting of Ladies was held on the 24th January
in Miss Fisher's School-house, Queen Street, the
Rev. Dr. Machar in the chair. The plan of
maininining a Catechist or Seripture Reader upon
Wolfe T-lund during the summer manths having

met with the cordial approval of the meeting, the |

following Resolations were unanimously passed for
the purpose of facilitating and systemizing the
efforts which mizht be made to provide support
by holding montity sales of needlework.

“Resorven, 1st—Tiat every lady who under-
“ takes to attend the sales, or to supply work, will
“be expected to du o, otherwise it will cause
“trouble and disappointment.”

“ResoLven, 2ud.—That un sending work for sale

“—to save trouble to those selling —-the name of |

“the worker and the price of the article be plain-
“ly written on one side of theticket, and on the
“other the cost of the materials, that it may be re-
“funded, otherwise it will be considered as a dona-
“tion”

“ REsorvED, 3rd.~~That the sales be held on the

“last Monday of every month, to avoid interfering -

“with other Societics.”

“ Resonvep, 4th.—That the following Tadies
«form s Committee to conduct the sales, and to
“make all necessary  arvungements, viz:—Mps,
“ Harper, Mrs. Ferguson, Mr J. A, Macpherson,
“Mrs. Iopkirls, Mrs. Huath, Mrs. S, Strange,
“Mrs, J. Fraser, Mrs. G. Mowat, Mis, George,
“ Mrs. Duff, Mys. Kerr, Miss Gray, Miss Girduer,
“Aliss Logie. Miss (eorge”

¢ Resoivrp, buw—7That thuse, whose duties do
“not permit them to gid the undertaning in the
“shape of work, be requested to give it their coun-
“tenance and aid in sueh ways as may be practi-
“cable (or them, and that, s ving it is of God to
 prosper this work, all unite in secking His bles-

t

“upon the excrtions of the Association for his sup-
soport.”

To {he above it may be added, that the work
has heen commenced. A Student of Queen's Col-
lege, having a knowledge of the Galic language,
which will give him access to many of the Scotch
sctilers on the I-land, has undertaken the duty of
Catechist.  His first affort was to open a Subbath
School, and at this not less than 50 children were
in attendance on the first day.

May the blessing of God rest upon these hum-
ble endeavours in His service, and may the seed
thus sown be abundantly watered. While we give
of our substance or of the labour of our hanis to
aid in the work, let our prayers also ascend at the
Throne of Grace, ever bearing in mind that Ged
alone giveth the :ncreasc.

KixgstoN, 17th Fobruary, 1835,

“The Synad. having heard the statementsof the
Honorable John Harmalton and thie Rev. Professor
George. a deputation of the Executive Coinmittee
of the Board of L'rustees of Queen’s College to
represent to the Synod the cla‘ms of that Institu-
tion upon our Church, record their satisfaction
with the representaiions that have been made
respecting its condition and prospects generally,
and in particular with the puichase of the
Summerhill Property in the City of Kingston
on terms so favourable, having on it buildings for
all the purposes of the College for a long time 1o
come; and the Synod, in compliance with the
request made by the deputation to assist the
Trustees of the College to ra:se the sum of £6000,
the purchase-price of the propeH( acquired. the
Synod agree to recomnmend to alf the congrega-
tions within their bounds to exercise their Iurutést
liberality in tlLis bebalf; and the d::pula-i‘ion
having stated that, if the Synod gave their sanc-
tion, it was the inteution of the Trustecs 1o send
cut some of the Professors in 1he course of the
present summner to solicit contributiors to pa
the purchase-price of the property acquired, the
Syuod azree to recommend, ard hereby do recom-
meud, (o Presbyteries, as scon as these Professors
shall have come within their bounds, to appoint
two Clergymen and two Laymen to act with them
and assist them in their object, viz: to collect, as

i further the Synod recommend, in tie cond

far as may be in their power, the unpaid sub-
scriptions, and to obtain new subscriptions ; and
irthe : g ucting
of this business, that the deputation appointed,
Lefore attempting to canvass within the bounds
| of any congregation for subscriptions, shall pie-
viously obtain the full consent of the minister,
elders and temporal managers of said congrega~
tion ; and further the Synod recommend that the
| Trustees do publish, on their part., a full exposé of
the funds, plans, and prospects of the Univcrsity;
and, on the part of the Synod, the Synod
authorise their Moderator to publisha pustora] fet
ter in their nawe, evforcing on our people the
duty of sustaining and extending this Institntion
founded originally by their liberality ; and fure
ther, should the deputation from the Collegs deem

I it expedient to proceed to the Lower I'rovinces

in the furtherance of their object, the Moderator
15 authorised to write, in the name of the Synod,
a fraternal letter to the ministers and congrega-~
tious there, requesting their cordial co-operation
and eflective aid jand finally the Synod recom-
mend to the brethren who shall be engaged i,
this work to use their hest exertions to g'jr up
parents, possessing the means, to confer upon
| their sons that higher education which Quepg'g
! Coliege was founded to give, and to consecrate
to 1be work of the Ministiy such of them as
afford fuvourable _indlcutlm.s of |~,ic1y and talents,
that th(f mlain design of this Tuviitution may be
secured, the preparation of 4., n for
Ministry of our Chuich, FUg en for the
Acann—The Rov. G, D, po-
very unaniousty signed epl( 5
oar town, He ds the son of A
of Montreal, well-knows, ag o
and founders of the Mangre
the plans of a very hand
which is to be erceted this
VOStrect—Fhrec Rigers Ingo

i.on has received a
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ald Ferguson, Esq.,
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- THE CHURCII IN THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

ORDINATION OF THE RLEV. PETER
KEAY.

On Wednesday, the 15th November, the
Presbytery of Saint Jolm, in counexiou with
the Established Chureh of Scotlawd!, met,
pursuant to adjowrnmew, at Fredericton,
with the view of ordaining to the oflice of
the Holy Ministry the Rev. Poter Keay,
who had receutly amived from Scotland,
having been appointed by the Cotonial Com-
mittee: to Jabour as o Missionary in that
district of the Provinee of New Branswick.

‘The early part of the day was occupied in
hearing Mi. Keay®s trial discourses, and in
those examinations in Literature, Philoso-
phy, Ecclesiastical History, Theology, &e.,
preseribzd by the Laws ol the Chuarch, in all
of whieh Mr. Keuy acquitted himsell in the
most satisfactory manuer.

In the evening the ordination services
took place iu presence of a large and atten-
tive congrezation, assembled in St Panbs
Church. The Rev. Mr. Brooke, Minister
of that Chureh, having narrated from the
pulpit the steps taken by the Presbytery,
and addressed to Mr. Keay the questions
appointed to be put to all candidutes for or-
dination, left the pulnit and entered a pew
in front, where Mr. Keay with the members
of the Presbytery were seated. Mr. Keay
having knelt down, Mr. Brooke offered up
the ordination prayer, in the course of which
he aml the other members of Presbytery
Jaid their right hands on Mr. Keav?s head,
and solemnly set him apart to the office of
the Holy Ministry.  Prayer being eoncluded,
the brethren present gave Mr. Keay the
right hand of fellowship.

The beautiful anthem from the LI chap. |

of Isaiah, * How beaatiful upon the moun-
tains are the fret of him that bringeth good
tidings,” &e., so appropriate and snitable fo
1he oceasion, was then most eftectively sung
by the choir, ‘af‘tor which Mr. Brooke ad-
dressed the young ninister on the duties and
responsibilities of the sacred office o which
he had now been admitted 5 and the whole of
this very lmpressive and interesting service
was concluded by prayer and praise,
EXTRACT FROM MR. BROOKE'S
CHARGE.

Let me exhort you to combive prayer with
diligence.  Withou' t'is all will be vain.
You may wear yourselfontin study, you may
exhanst the body with ceaseless 1toil, you
may preaeh with all the zeal of Paul, and
all the cloguence of Apollos; but, if prayer

vain ;

bringdown a bh‘SSiA gouponall yourexertions.
The Spil'lt 18 prmnlSl,’d maunswer to prayer;
and the seed sown, bcu]:z‘ watered by His
heavenly influences, Wil take rvoof, and
spring up, and yield an abnndant increase.,

Itis 1o me and many others a cause for
great thankfulness that * He who is the
great Shepherd of the sheep?” should have
hut it into your heart, my dear biother, to
%eave home and kindied, and to come to
these distant shores, to look after some por-
tion of the flock of Christ now scattered in
the wilderness, with no man to care for then.
The desolate condition of many of our fellow-
countrymen, nalives ot: the British Isles, now
residing in this Province, has appaaled to
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your Christian sympathy, and we
Joice 1o find that it has not appealed

in vain. 1t was a sad chanee from the am-

re- |

ple privi'eges, enjoyed by them iu the land |

of their birth, tothe ntter destiteition of them
ir many partsof this Colony. The lonely set-
tler 1o he dense forest seldom hearsthe voice
of a Minister of Christ. The Sabbath comes
round but it brings with it few Sabbath con-
solations to him.  * The chureh-going bell,”
with its dear and allowed associations, breaks
not the stiluess that reigns aronnd these
sequestered dwellings,  The invitation to
“ goup to the honse of God» is never heard,
the voice of the preacher is to them an un-
wonted sound.  We have lonz sent forth a
loud ery across the Atlantic wave, beseeching

our brethren to * come over and help us.”” |

Bat for many a day it seemed as if that ery
was either unheard or nnheeded.  And we,
who were stativned like solitary outposts
seattered here and there over the land, being
left o long unsupported, began to experience
that sickness of heart that arises from hope
deferred. A brighter day, I trust, has now
dawued on the prospects of cur Church
in this Province. The arrival of no less than
three fellow-workers within our bounds, in
the course of afew months, we hail with
pleasuve as a promise of betterthings.  And
I trost the day is not far distant when our
Church shall have multiplied her labourers
so far as to enable her to minister the conso-
lations of religion to all in this Province,
who, in the midst of much disappointment
and many trials, have so faithfuily adhered
to her.  We welcome you with heartfelt
pleasure as a helper in the work; and in
admitting you among us to the full statos of
an ordained minister, and sending you foith
to labour in the various localities where the
adlierents of our Church are to be found, we
now most cordially bid you God-speed. [

can tell you for your enconrazement, as the |

result of an experience which, during the
fifteen vears that I have spent in these Prov-
inces, has beeu pretty extensive, that, wher-
ever you go, vou will witness the mani-
festation of great earnestness to hear the
Gospel, that you will meet with a kindly
welcome and hospitable reception in every
dwelling. The dem:nd for your services
will be great; for, had we a dozen more, we
conld find ample work for them all. Itis
an mduons duty on which you are entering,
but, thouch ithas its difficulties and its trials,
you will find it has also its comforts and its
consolations.  For a time your labonrs will
not be cenfined to any pmtienlar locality
but I have no donbt that, &hould von be dis-
pased to withdrw from the Geld of Mission-

: ! . SUiary work, and to settle down as minister of
is restratned, “ vour labours will be aliin | ¥ . ettl n e
you will speud your strenath for |

R i e than one place anxi e
nought-” But ewnest belioving praver will i mare than one place anxious to secare th

a particnlar congregation, you will soon find

- benefit of your ministrations.

It is my earnest prayer on your bebalf, my
brother, that < you may approve yourself a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,”—
“ an able Minister of the New Testament .
that many souls, resened from the power of
sin through yonr instrumentality, may be
seals of vour ministry, ‘“ your joy, your crown
of rejoicing, in the presence of Our Lord
Jesns  Christ at His eoming.”—Halifax
Monthly Record Sfor March.
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We beg to call the atteation of our readers to
thg advert_ismnent in another column respecting
this very Interesting periodical.  The Montreal
Presbyterianis the organ of our Church in Canada,

and for geveral years past it bas been muckh read
in the Lower Provinees, it beinr for a time the

- only publication in this part of the World devoted

to the interest: of the Church of Scotlamd. Our
people are greatly indebted toit, both for its in-
telligence as to the proceedinzs of the Church,
and for its excellent devotional articles, which, we
tru-t, have heen instrumenial i leading many to
a deeper knowledge of the troth as 18 in Jesus.
We hope that it will still continue te be taken.
Although we are very anxious that every family

i belunging to the Church should take a eopy of

[
|

thia journal, yet in the easg of many the sub-
seription is sosmall that thisneedsnot prevent them
fromcontinuingtoread the Preshyter ian.” Though
our lot izeast in different Provinees, weare the
members of one Chureh, snd the more closely we
are bound together and the more we know of
ench other the better. We look forward to the
time when, a= this country opens up, there will be
wach greater communication between the different
branches of the Seotel Chureh in these Colonies
than at present; when, perthaps, they may form
but one organization, thete being provineial synods
and a Geueral Assembly for British North
Ameriea— Halifux Monthly Record for February.

TOUNG MEN'S EDUCATION SCHEME.

Tt will be seen from another page of this jour-
nal that larze sums have been collected in the
Preshyvtery of Pictou during the past two years
for the purpoce of assisting & number of young
men in their education for the ministry.  Rather
than attempt a Collewe imperfectly equipped with
Professors, it was deemed advisable, in the pres-
ent state of the Chureh, to send a few well quali-
fied young men. natives of the Province, to the
Universities of Scotland, and to render them such
assistance as their circumstances might require.
Accordingly 4 young men of high character and
attainments were selected by the Presbytery of
Pictou; and, after having been duly examined,
they were recommended to proceed to the Univer-
sity of Glasgow. Soon after two more left for
Queen's College, Canada, so that there are now
six young men. natives of the County of Pictou,
studying abroad for the ministry of the Churchof
Scotlapd in this province, With one exception
they all speak the Geelic language, a circumstunce
of greit importance, as much ditlienlty is experi-
enced in obtaining Clergymen from Home who have
this qualification. We believe that, in the pres-
ent stite of the Church arnd of the Province, a
more judicious course cnu}d not hnve‘hcun adopted.
The question of University Education must in a
in a few years attract a greater amount of atten-
tion and be more satizfactorily disposed of than at
present. Tn the meantime, so long as the Chureh
has not the means of Theological vducation with-
in herself, there are great advantages connceted
with the Youns Men's Scheme. If God spare
them to return, they will be thoroughly educated.
Most of them will have enjoyed the opportunities
and advantages of both the Old and the New Wi L,
and, while from their birth and early elucation
they will be identified with the people of this
Provinee, they will be able to impart to them the
benefits they have veceived from being brought
into contact with the great currents of thought
that run through the present age, and they will
+trengthen the hatlowed bonds that bind them to the
Church of their fathers. Already most favourable
accounts have been received as to the progress of
all of them, while some of them have very high-
ly diatinguished themselves. Our Church bas
thus the prospect of receiving in a few years a
strong re-inforcement of well qualified ministers,
natives of the Province. We require, however,
immediate assistance from Home; but from the
fact that the supply is constantly increasing, as
well as from intimations which have becn receiv-
ed by different ministers in the Province, we
have good reason to !)lem"e that several of our
most destitute localities will socn enjoy the ser-
vices of fixed pastors.—Ibid,



TIE CHURCII OF SCOTLAND.

INDIAN MISSION.

At no periad of its history did the India Mis-
sion of the Church of Scotland more nrgentiy
require or more amply jostify the Christian
syn:pathy and support of a nm\::d people.  Act-
ing undar no other sanction than that of Him
wlio hath said, ¢ Go ve, therefore, and teach all
nations,” it has, by its faithful and assiduous
agency in the rhn'(j great l’x‘esideln(‘ieﬁ of Hin-
dustan, commended jtself te all whe are interested

in the progress of the Redeemer's kingdom, and *

now only awaits an mereased measure of support
10 occupy other stations, anl to establish itsell’
upou new ground.  Some of these inviting fields
of labour were noticed iu the last Report of the
General Assembly; wnd others mizht be added,
fitted in no small degree to quicken the zeal,
and to provoke the liberality of theChurch.  But
it is enough to remember that, compared \‘\:Ilh the
fearful mass of destitution in [ndia, our efforts at

best have heen but the day of small things; and |

that not, till the Churches of Great Britain have
awoke to a higher sense of the responsibility
under which their country lies in the wequisition
of a territory =o vast and degraded. may we ex-
pect that blessing from Above under which the
visions of prophiecy shall be realized in all their
fulness. ¢ Lifi up thine eyes round about, and
see; all they gather themselves tozether, they
comie to thee: thy sous shall come from far, and
thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.  Then
thou shall see, and How together, and thine heart
shall fear, and be enlarged ; because the abund-
ance of the sea shall be converted unto thee,
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.
The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the
dromedaries of Midian and Ejhah; all they
from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold
and inceuse; and they shall show forth the
pratises ol the Lord.”

To the members of our own Church in par-
ticular udia cannot fuil to prave the most invit-
g field of Christian enterprise. 1f it may be
said of Scotland that her sons, more than others
in other parts of the kingdom, have laid ludia
under tribute to their aflluence or ease, it is also
a matler of congratulation that the Church of
our fatheis has not been behind on the great
career of Christian duty. Her India Mission
meets us on the threshold of all Ler other schewes
of enlightened benevolence. It has now existed
for ubout 4 quarter ofa century; and manifold
have been the biessings it has served 1o d.fase.
IC it were presumipiuous inus to gay that through
her Justrumentahty alone the whole aspect of
soclety has been changed —that unholy rites,
the growth of centuries, have been abolished —
that new laws and institutions have sprung up,
giving token ot better days and of brighter hopes
—that the iron rule ot caste is undergoing a
revolution that isthe forerunierof itsdestruction .-
it were not less wrong in us to disclail the share
shie has been privileged to take, under the bles-
sing of God, inthi« glorious work.  In her erowd-
ed schools she hax givea proof that in the very
grossest forms of idolatry there is no inseparable
barrier ‘betweeu the heathen and us,—that no
compulsion is necessary to bring them within
the range of Christian instructimi—and that by
no sysiem of accommodaiion, and far less of comi-
promise, may these sons of the stranger be asail-
ed witl all the appeals and appliances of the
Gospel. A highwuy hath thus been opened, in
which other Churches and missionary associations
are hastening to tread ; while everything concurs
to cherish the expectation that the day is at
Land when, through the extensive diftusion of
Gospel truth, pervading all castes and classes in
the community, proclaimed on the streets, and
tavght in the school, the superstition of India
shall receive its death-blow, and myriads of im-
mortal beings, the subjec's o_ftl:e same (xg\'crn-‘
ment, shull own their allegiance to the King ot
kings and the Lord of lords. .

. No'less gratifying is it to think that, with an
increasing measure of wsefulness Abroad, our

t burgh.
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Tndia Mission has now the advantage of increas-
ing zeal and liberality at Howe.
Committee have been encouraged by a larger
amount of couiributions throuwh choreh collec-
tions and parochial subscriptions than they were
wout ta receive. they have the peculiar safisfuc-
tion of reporting to the Church, that an Act was
passed by the last General Assemnbly, giving new
facilities 1o the enlargement and usetuluess of
our missienary force. At all the Presidencies
authority hias been given for the erection of
preshyterial bodies with full  powers. uuder
certain uecessary limitations, of granting license
and ordination 10 such Ruropeaus and natives as
may duly approve themselves by their piety and
qualifications, fitted to proclaim to the heathen
the unsearchable riches of grace. ‘The lmpor-
tance of this measure cannot be over-estimated.
Already are there some in India prepared to take
advantage of this weasure ; and the anticipation
may he cherished that in the course of a few
years many will offer thewselves for license
and ordination on the inviting field of Christian
fubour. Jiverything indeed concurs to anima
and encourage us in the great work in which we
are engaged.  [u1s full of promise 1o every devour
and beunevolent mind; and now we desire 10
commend it to the charities and sywpatbics of
an enlightened people, who, favoured themselves
with privileges the mest valuable. and advau-
tages the ost distinguishiug, cannot enjoy a
higher honour in the sight ot angels and men
than in being permitted *o turther by their sub-
starce and prayers the kingdom of our God and
of His Christ.

PrEsBYTERIAN CHAPLAINS IN THE FAsT.—
The following is an extract from a letter from
one of the chaplains of the Church of Scotland,
dated

¢ Hospital of Scutari, 2nd Feb.

“You will wonder pernaps at learning from
this note that I am stationcd at Seutari instead of
being with our troops in the field, as Thad expect-
ed 1o be, lonyg before this time, when L left Edin-
Bat I am sure you will approve of the
course which I have takeu, when I tell you my
reasons.

“ When I came out here, I found that never,
fromi  the opening of this hospital. had any
Presbyterian clerzyman been stationed heve, al
though hundreds of onr brave countrymen had
been languishing on beds of sickness, aud dying.
This. T felt, was not as it should be § for, although
the Fnglish ehaplains might do their duty as taith-
fully by them as by others, I felt ascured that it
would be a far greater comfort to our poor fel-
lows, and would even make a deeper impression
upon their minds, if they were dealt with by one
of their own Scotch inisters—oune who vould
understand their feelings—to whom their tongue
was not strange—and s0, accordingly . having no
one 1o say to me vea or nay. | determined to
remain where, 1o the best of my judgement, the
calls of duty were the loudest and most urgent.
And experience has proved that I was not mis-
taken in my supposition.

It haa heen very affocting, the hearty wel-
come which Ihave, in general, reccived from our
suffering countrymen, and the unbounded grati-
tude which they have expres<ed for my ministra-
tions.  More than onee has it been suid o me, * Ah,
Sir, I am quite contented now; T have got every
thing that [ want when I Lave got one of our vwn
ministers to come and speak to me, and pray
withme.” Itig, indeed, very enconraging ta meet
with men who give such testimony of confidence
aud affection, as I feel that thiz, humanly speak-
ing, is ealeulated to earry home such counsels and
admoritions as I may give with tenfold furce to
the hearts of those whom I visit.

“ There is one thing which weighs more and
nmore upon me every day in my ministritions, and
that is the decp necessity of having anather chap-
lain sent out from the Church of Scotland to labour
amongst the sick in and around Scutari,  As far
as Ican learn, there are at present in the several

While the | thousand men.
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hospitals here—seven of them —no less thanseven
Of these a very considerable pro-
portion are Svotehien and Presh tevians,  Ineed
not say how utterly impossible it is for me to
artend to all, or even & very large proportion of
these, scattered as they are aver miies of corvidor
and in hospitals at considerable distances from
each other. In the largest hospital alone there
are, I am assured, three miles and a haif of beds,
and T am satisfie | that it is no exaggeration; and
it does seem very hard (and our brave soldiers, I
know, feel it xo) that our noble countrymen. who
have ever been the first to roll back the tide of
battle. should be so far overlooke 1 that here, in a
strange Jand, worn down by sivkness and wounds
reecived in their country’s eause, they cannot have
a mini-ter of their own Church—one whose ser-
vices they so much prize—to advise, to instruct
and to comfort them.  Shonld yvou think of send-
ing ont uny nice, simple religious hooks for the
u-¢ of our poor fellows here, or anything, in faet,
that might conduee to their comfort or edifieation, I
need searecly say how gladly T shall do my best
ta second your endeavours.”

The Rev. Mr Fergn-on and several additional
chapluins have probably arrived since the above
was writtea,  We may add that anv such eontri-
hutions as tha reverend centleman refers to will
he reecived by the Rev Dr Muir, 13, Saxe Coburg
Place, Edinburgh.

—Edinburgh Post.

CHARGE

DELIVERED BY THE REV. ARCHIBALD BUC~
HMANAN AT THE ORDINATION OF THE REV.
HUGH DRENNAN, RECENTLY APPOINTED
ONE OF THE CHAPLAINS To THE BRITISH
FORCES IN THE FEAST ! PRESBYTERY OF
EDINBURGH, 22nd, Nowember, 1854.

Mr. DreNvaw,—It now devolves upon me
toaddress to you a few words of exhortation.
Allow me 1o say, before dong so, that 1 am
deeply sensible of my inalility to realize to
you the vast importance and responsibility of
the office to which you have been set apart.
Would that it had been the part of some one
of the fathers of this presbytery 1o auddress you
this day ! In common with all who know and
Jove the Truth—in common with all who wish
for peace and progress in civilization---we
unite in deplming the cause of your misim
to the Fast.  War is undoubtedly the greatest
of earthlv calamities---the most appalling and
tervific of judgements. You. my dear brother,
will be an eye-witness of its frighttul conse-
quences, It will be your part to minister to its
immediate sufferers—ihe diseased, the wounded
and the dying---perbaps o visit the field of
battle in the prosecution of your peaceful calling,
and to behold cormminaled in mansled masses
friend and foe---rider and horse---their hatred and
therr vangeance quenched=--their wounds speak-
ing with open-meuths the vanity of man, whose
breath is in bis nostrils. ¢ Tt must needs be that
offences emme,”  both among individuals and
nations.  The Divive Author of Christianity has
Himself assured us, that He “ Cate not to send
peace, but a sword.” How literally bas the
prediction been fullitled in the history of Kurope !
How woefully have wicked princes, at various
eras in her annals, pervested the Truth, and
made zeal for the glory of God the pretence
for oppression and carnage ! The present strug.
gle in the Fast is regarded by the wise and the
zood of this country as just and necessary on
the part of the Allies j---just, because npnder-
taken for the delence of the weak and the
oppressed,---necessary, loprevent the despotic
ruler of a territory, already ‘enormous, from
becoming master of the liberties of the whole
world.

You go forth, my dear brother, to the scene
of strife as a soldier of the Cross.  Your Captain
is the Captain of salvation. Your Divine Leader
is wise in council and strong in battle; and the
weapons of yonr wartare, womn and wielded in
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His strength, will give you the victory. Your
sword is the bloodless sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God, and its edge is keen and
double.  Your helmet is the helmet of salvation ;
your breastplate the righteousness of Christ ;
your shield the shield of faith.  Thus equipped,
You will, we doubt not, be a blessing to the brave
wen to whom you are sent, and whose spiritual
stale you are to care for.
thein * Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”” It is
this doctrine which is best fitted to lay hold of
and lead captive the wayward affections of the
Luman heart---to subdue rebellious passions---to
eradicate impure propensities, and to prepare for
Heaven the outcast and the lost. Be it vours,
then, to declare the whole counsel of God, to
reprove the careless, to encourage the tinid, to
check the presutiptuous, to establish the doubt-
ing, to comiort and console the wounded and the
dying, and to build up saints in their most holy
faith.

"Tlie faithfol discharge of these duties you will
find to be arduous in the extreme. ‘I'he special
service to which you are appointed calls for the
Lighest degree of scit-denial. Yours is a volun-
tary exile {rom many things loved by the educa-
ted mwind. The sacrifice of these thirgs, and
exposure to teil, privation, and danger, you have
doubtless well cousidered. and determined to
encounter ungrudgingly for the sake of your
suffering countrymen abroad.  Be animated
amid weariness, and weakness, and discouraze-
ment, by that courage which springs from faith
in Christ, that conrage which enabled an apos-
tle tosay: “ And now I go bound in the epirit
unto Jerusalewn, not knowing the things that

* sball befal me there, save that the Iuly Ghost
witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and
afftictions abide mie.  But none of trese things
move me, neither count I my life dear uato
myseli, so that T might finish my course with
JO) and the ministry which [ have received of
tne Lord Jesus.”  ‘L'his spirit is notler and more
sublime than that which, stimulated by popular
applause, impeisa man to brave the cannon’s
mouth ; and, it by your ministrations, aud by the
influences of the Holy Ghost, this indomitable
spirit be breatiied into the minds of the soldiers

12 the East, they will ianscend the Leroic deeds -

they have already done. they will intrepidly dare
every danger, and press forwaid to victory where
death is most threatening. 1t the fear of God be
an abiding affection in the heart, it wiii undoubt-
edly expel the fear of man. DBut let us not
forget that there is a Divine Providence overrule
ing and settling all the vicissitudes of the present
atrugzle.  Let us not forget that * there is no
king saved by the multitude of Lis host ; und that
a wighty man is not delivered by much
strength.”” How forcibly are we thus taught to
recognize the hand of God in every event! We
may not be able to foresee Aliis intentions, but
we way securely rely on their beneficence ; we
may confideutly trust in His power to cause all
things to work together for good to them that
love Him. to them who are cailed according to
118 purpose. The despot who secms to sway
tbe destinies of empire is completely under the
power of Mim who can either stay or prolong the
carnage of war; and, while, clothed in imperial
authority, he sends forth those nyrinidons
whose march may be traced hy the di]kpidurion
of cities and the devastation of fields, he is actu-
ally doing God’s Wity and is as much Gow’s
servant as the hurricane which Ha leot loose to

urify the atmosphere, or as the pestilence which

1e sends forth 1o teach the nations wisdom. Let
us, therefore, bow ourselves under the mighty
hand of God, confessing our sins and short-con;-
ings as individuals and as a nation; beseechjng
T1im to quench the rage of the violent, to silence
the clangour of ihe trumpet, and to sheath for
ever the 1uthless sword ; and peace shall yet be
restorod. and that speedily, to bless the nations—
tke earth shall yield an ample increase, prosper-
ity shall shine upon us like a sun, and God
Himselt shall throw over us the shield of His
] rotection.

14 will be your duty, my dear brother, not

You are to preach to
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only to minister to the diseased and wounded in |
the hospitals but to publicly preach the Word
ot Truth, to press homne to your hearers the con-
viction of guilt and unworthiness, and to set
forth the Saviour’s willingness aud ability to save
to the very uttermost, 1o be instant in season
and out of season, reproving, rebuking, exbort-
ing with all long-suffering and docirine, that
you may save both vourself and those who
hear you. Much of yeur success in this work
will depend upon yourown felt experience of the
power of Religion. 'Flis alone can inspire youwith
natience, perseverance, and zeal in your arduous
calling, this alone can give true warmth to your
ministrations, and kindle a corresponding glow
oflove to Christin the breasts of your auditory.
Permit me also to reruind you that the issues of
all affairs are in the hands o God, and that your
exertions in the ministry, however energetic
aud untiring, will be fruitiess without the enrich-
ing and gladdening influences of this Holy Spirit.
Live. therefore, in dependence upon the promised
blessing of God, which alone can crown your
ministry with success. Be cheered amid the
toils and anxieties of your work, by the promise
that Divine grace will be sufficient for you, and
Divine strength perfected in your weakness. lan
the performance of your sacred daoties rely not
on your own sufficiency, but on the sufficiency of
Christ. Be thou faitbful unto death, and Christ
shall give thee a crown of life,

Go forth, thea, lrother, and prepare for the
scene of srife. At a time when the loud ery
of war is heard from the Baltic to the Bosphorus,
it well becomes you too to go forth as a warrior.
Your weapons indeed are not carnal.  You are
clad in the armour of God. While your country-
nien and tueir brave Allies emulate the one the
other in thedr attempis to spoil the tyrant of his
power, and give liberty to the oppressed, let it
be your part. as the messenger of salvaiion, to
proclaim  peace on earth and goodwill to the
children of men. Let it be your part to aid by
your prayers, atd by the wiole of your ministe-
rial functions, what every devout Christian longs
and prays for—the jubilee titne when men shall
¢ beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks; when nation siall
not rise azainst nation ; neither shall they learn
war any wore.”

Finally, my dear brother, fare thee well, Our
prayers will accompany you to the scene cof
wartare, Jn the cioset nud in the sanctuary,
throughout the length and breadth of the land,
prayers will ascend unceasingly to Heaven for
your success in your patriotic Christian mission.
Go, then, in the strength of omnipotent guardian-
sbip; and may the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you! Amen,

PROVINCIAL FAST ON THR 18tm APRIL.

P.S—We learn from the eusuing telegraphic an-
nouncement, ¢xtracted irom the Montreal papers of
the drd April, that the Provineial Exceutive have
very properiy proclaimed a general fast on account of
the war. We trast that it will be generally observed :

“The Oilicial Gazette Extra of to-day. (April 2nd.)
eontains an announcement of the appointment, by
the Govermaeat, of the Isth day of April as a day of
fasting and humiliation for the success of Her Majesty's
arms in the Critnea,” :

In Britain the 21st of March was ohserved as a pub-
lie day of solemm fasi, humiliation and prayer.

The pregress of the war has indeed been a rebuke
to Rritain.  Ifer lone prosperity had imbued her polis
ticians with the spirit of waterialism; but, when dis-
asters syl trials assail her, the mind of her peoplo
i 10 the undeitone of sound religious fecling,
which pervades the nation, and the noble spectacle s
presented of a mighry nation, as a nation, humhling
itself 1o the sight of their Maker, and invoking His aid,
The removal of the Czar was a startling event ; oacur-
ring as it did, it was a striking lesson on the impoteney
of mere man wig We trast the Canadian day of
fasting wiil be generally observed, and we ghould
sugkest that on thaet day the collicctions shondd e ap-
propriated o the Patriotic Fund, throughout all vur
Congregations, including those that have already con-
tributed as well as those that have not. We are glad
to notice such liveral collections as the Treasurer of
our Churel is enabled 10 announce towards this im-
portant object, aud trust they bhave been and will be
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COMMUNICATIONS.

[The conductors of “The Presbyterian” do not
hold themselves responsible fur the opinions ex-
pressed in the communications that ‘may from
time to time appear under this head. }

CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM A WESTERN CORRESPONDEXNT.

The circumstances of our Church at
present may be regarded as analogous to
those of a famy that had by some
calamity been deprived of their honestly
acquired heritage.  Such a family, baving
been well instructed in Christian principle,
and in some measure trained to active
exertions, we would not expect tobe ruined
or even permanently injured by the ad-
versity that in DProvidence had been
allowed to come upon them. On the
contrary we might rather anticipate
that the trial would render themn more
cnergetic and, ultimately, not less pros-
perous than before the hand of the spoiler
had come upon them.

In like manner, it may be hoped, will
our Branch of the Church of Christ rally
and advance notwithstanding the assault
she has sustained in the secularization of
the ¢ Rescrves.”  Surely we-shall not con-
tent ourselves with mourning their loss, it
will be our wisdom rather 1o deal with
the facts of the case than to be occupied
with unavating regrets,

What was done at the late meeting of
Synod respecting ¢ commutation,” 1 am
not aware. 'T'hat it is for the honour of
every ministcr, and the interest of our
body, that all the “incumbents’ chould
commute, will be generally admitted by the
candid and Christian observer. And 1
hope that, if the reasons that lead to such
a conclasion are properly urged, very few
indeed of the ¢ present incumbents’ wil
be found to refuse acquiescence, Forany
sacrifice that may be required the servant
of Jesus Christ-will be abundantly com-
pensated in the good accomplished, even
should it so happen that his flock fail to
supply, as they could, the things that are
lacking.

What solemnly calls for prayerful and
practical attention is, the taking of steps to
provide fur future ministers.  Ouglht not
each Presbytery to strive to do something
even before the next regular meeting of
Synod ? Cou'd not every one of our Pres-
byteries send a pressing application to the
Colonial Committee for at least one mis-
sionary ? And might not the Presbytery
guarantee that at jeast £100 currency of
the salary of such missionary should be
raised from within its bounds? The Com-
mittee have within the Jast two or three
years sent out a goodly number of young
ministers to the Lower Provinees, while
a considerable addition to these is expect-
ed, each of them being certified of £150
stg. annually for three years, We can-
not doubt that the Committee wonld be
equally wiiling to send men to Cavada,



and we have no sufficient ground to sup-
pose that young and zealous licentiates
of the Parent Church would not as readily
direct their steps (o this Province as to
Nova Seotia, New Brunswick,
Edward’s {sland, or Newfoundland.

The minimam stipend, which a Pres-
bytery should require in scitling a niinis-
terover a pastaral charge, demands atten-
tion.  Undoubtedly this should not be less
than £100 vearly. Nor, Lam persuaded,
wifl our p(;uplc be at all unwilling to
accede to this, if the necessity of it be
properly laid before them. 1 way here
express my impression that not a singe
conaregation of our Church in the Lower
Piovinees can be named, who have ever
propesed to pay less to their minister than
the sum now specified.  And, when no
more than this is promised, it is always
expected that it will be supplemented by a
grant from the Colonial Committee of cur
Chareh. 1T am awire of no instance
where the Committee have declined af-
fording assistance, and T betieve that none
exists,  When it is borne in mind on the
one hand that the population ofthose Prov-
inces are less wealthy than are our Cana-
dian, and on the other that money goes
farther, it will be apparent that such liber-
ality reflects honour upon aur friends and
brethren below. May we not confidently
expect that our congregations in Canada
will not fail to be ecqually liberal, if the
right appeal be made to them ? Let it then

be resolved than £100 per annum is the |

mintmum stipend of any future minister
from his new charge.

Nor is this enough ; it must be increas-
ed from some source.
mine that each faithful pastor shall realise
£150 a-year with manse and glebe. The
latter might be provided in the manner in
which many have been during the last two
vears. The additional £50 might be
derived from a Synod TFuand for the pur-
pose. The Divine blessing upon Christian
wizdom and energy woulu supply such a
fund. Means similar to those now used

by the Synod, in aid «of the widows and |

orphins of our deceased warriors, might
be employed. Of course, whatever the
plan, it must be adopted as a Scheme of
the Church ere it can go into operation.
In all probability a fund of this nature,
under the supervision of the >ynod, and
judiciously administered, would be cordi-
ally aided by the Colonial Committee.
While every congregation in need would
be eligible to apply for assistanee from it,
every praiseworthy congregation would
draw upan it as linde as possible. Such
a method as this seems preferable in our
circumstances to a common Systentation
Fund, which, as the recent experience of
the Free Church in Scotand shows,is apt
in its management to give serious dissatis-
faction.

Another most important topic is, the

obtaining of suitable younz men to sindy

for the munistry at owr College. Nothing

Prince .
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vision for the maintenance of faithiyl
ministers wiil tend to encourage pious
youths and their parents to this dedication.
A Pastoral Address from the ensuing Syn-
fod nught press this subjeet wpon our

godly families; and in Presbyterial visit-
“ations, which, it is hoped, will be generally
ccomplied with, in accordance with the
expressed mind of the Synod, prominence
should be given by the visitors, in their
addresses, to the solemn obligation azd high
honor resting upon xome of the disciples of
Christ, to give themselves to their Lord in
the work of the Gospel ministry, while to
ail it might emphatically be raid in the
words ofthe Master,—« The harvest truly
" is plenteous, but the labourers ave few;
pray ve therefore the Lord of the harvest
that He will send forth labourers into His
harvest.”

February 21, 1855.

|
|
|
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A GLANCE AV THE TIMES.
(For the * I'r.sbyterian.”)

The openi.ie veeks of 1853, with their
social festi"Uesand merry re unions, have
passed away, leaving us to the more sober
routine and ~ervious duties of the vear.
January and February have already been
numbered with the past, March is even
now onthe wing,whileeveryday thatpass-
» es over our heads is unfolding new pagesin
i the history of the World, most pregnant
with interest, not only to our own, but to
all future generations. It may not there-
fore be unprofitable to take a cursory
glance at the thrilling occurrences of which
all the perindicals and newspapers that
reach us are full.

As has been the ease for several months
past, the war is still the ali-absorbing
topie, the Crimea siill the centre-point
to which all eyes are directed. But the
gleeful tones and confident words which
were some time ago so frequently heard
Vin strevts and cafés, on the public plat-
form and at the social hearth, are now
butseldom encountered.  Discouragement
and despondency have taken their place,
and anxious-—gloomily anxious—is the
gaze that is now turned towards the spot
where the British soldiers are engaged in
a fearful struggle with foes far more ter-
rible than attacking legions of Muscovites.
We hear but little now of the grand storm-
ing and triumphant capture ro confidently
expected 5 indeed the ultimate fate of
Sebastopol itsell is almaost forgotten in the
intense and sorrowful interest excited by
the ¢ horrible and heart-rending ” details
which every new mail brings to our shores.
Inexpressibly affecting are the tidings
which reach us on all sides from our suffer-
ing army ; tidings of noble spirits fainting
and discouraged under the pressure of
privations and sufferings that well might
make the strongest heart give way; of
brave mcn, who at Alma and Inkerman
! rallied arcuad their country's standard, and

is clearer than this, that a proper pro- |
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hore it victorious from the bloody batt'e-
| field, now wres'ling in the grasp of a fatal
disease, and dying a lingering death in
their damp tents, destitute of those com-
monest comforts with which the deathbeds
of our most degraded telons are supplied.
Well may we
“ Call them blest

If the good sword in its own stormy honr

Hath done it+ work upon them, ere discase

Haul chilled theiv fiery blood.”

Mappy—-thrice happy—they who lie at
rest on the now silent battle-field, cut off
in the warm glow of hopelul energy and
expectant (numph, before dizease and
want had come to freeze their life-blood,
and paralyze theirlimbs,  Anditisthe most
harrowing circumstance of all, that this
misery has arisen, no' from necessity but
from the most culpable mismanagement
and negligeuce. Shipload afier shipload
of comforts has been sent out, as with one
heart, by a grateful and cager nation, yet
nothing is heard of their arrival, while
thore for whom they were destined are
pining for want of the commonest neces-
saries of life. And still, as by some
strange infatuation, this state of affairs
remains unchaongsd. How long it will
continuc to do =0 is known alone to Him
in whose hands are all things. In the
mean time we must look on and sce our
army,—England’s fondly cherished pride
and hope,—melting away, not conquered
by hostile squadrons, not cut down b

Russian bayonctsin thehard fought field, but
laid low by the invisible shatts ot the si-
ent destroyers, famine, cold. pestilence.
[t soems strange and mysterious that Brit-
ain, favoured Britain, the land of Sabbaths
and of prayer, the centre ol all the religious
light which at present illumines the Waild,
should be thus severely chastised, while
infidel and  Catholic France has suffered
lightly in comparison, and the barbarian
power, against whom this war has been

reeming'y so righteously directad, still re-
mains unhumbled.  Strange, but my-te-
rious no longer when we open the pages
of Luspiration, and see God’s chosen people
humbled and brought into eaptivity by the
worshipers  of Baal and Jupiter and
Mars It has always been the ca:e that
the ohjects of God’s tenderest care have
been brought under His paternal chastise-
ments, that they might see and repent of
the sins that were secretly corrod.ng their
fairest fruits,  And Britain has many sins,
national as well asindividual, to be repent-
ed of.  She has an account to render of
privileges greater than any country ever
before enjoyed, of light more clear and
abundant than has beon vouchsaf:d toany
otherland: and,alas!in how many instances
has she sinned against that hght, and
abused those privileges.  Can we wonder,
then, at the judgements which have over-
taken her, sent so uueguivocally by the
hand of a justly nﬂl‘ndgd Go!l? And her
present humiliations will prove the great-

est of her blessings, should they lead her
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to an earnest and humble repentance, | might be the stroke which should separate

a thorough clearing-away of every stum-
bling-block and rock of offence, till,
through the length and breadth of her land,
she is ¢ Holy to the Lord” and a ¢ Light
to lightdn the Gentiles,”

It is cheering to turn awhile from
the mournful scenes on the Crimea, to
glance at the genervus and whole-souled
energy with which a nation has determin-
ed that the helpless ones left to her care
by those who have fallen in defending her
rights, shall not sufier, at least in temporal
matters, by the loss of their natural pro-
tectors. Nobly indeed has the appeal of
the destitute widow and orphan been re-
sponded to by every British heart, the
humblest as well as the most exalted,
and the sums, that have poured in on ali
sides to the wreasury of the justly named
& Patriotic” Fund, well attest a nation’s
gratitude and liberality. Nor have her
colonies stood coldly aloof, and Canada,
in this instance at least, has shown her-
self a true child of Great Britain. Not
only have her Government, her City Cor-
porations, her Churches and her public
bodiesgiven intarge collective donations, but
individual contribution has been prompt
and universal. Rich and poor, learned
and illiterate, have alike brought in their
freewill offerings, and placed them at the
service of their country. Tt is gratifying
to witness such unmistakable evidences
that the flame of patriotism still burns so
brightly in our flourishing Province, so
often accused of disaffection and disloyalty.

A glance at the times would be incom-
plete without some reference to the
monstrous excrescence which has sud-
denly sprung up, like some fungus-growth,
to a place among the established corrup-
tionsandabsurditiesof the Churchof Rome.
I allude to the dostrine of the Immaculate
Conception. This new dogma, which
received the formal sanetion of the Pope
and his Cardinals on the Sth of last
December, maintains, as one of the indis-
pensable articles of Roman Catholic belief,
the doctrine,—contrary to all the declara-
tions of Scripture—that Mary, the human
motherofour Lord and SaviourJesus Christ,
was born mto the world, free from all
taint of that original corruption which
Adam’s transgression entailed upon all
mankind, thus placing her in sinfess holi-
ness on a level with her Divine Son
Himself. The ery « How long, O Lord,
how long,” rises to our lips, while we
wonder at the lengths to which human
error and infatuation are aliowed to go.
Yet we cannot doabt that they are but the
instruments in the hands of Him without
whom even a ‘sparrow doth not fall 1o
the ground,” and, however dark and mys-
terious it may now seem, we are sure that
this, like every other event, will be over-
ruled for good. Already we hear of its
exciting dissatisfaction and  dissension
among the more enlightened portion of
the Church of Rome. Would that it

from her corrupt communion God’s chosen
ones, who still linger under her tottering
shelter. Would that, Jike the Bull of
Boniface VI1L, it might be the drop too
much, the signal for another Luther to

arise and light in Continental Europe the |

flame of a reformation, wore brilliant and
universal than that which in the fourteenth
century made the Papal throne totter to
its foundations.

Before concluding this paper, matters
of a more local but not less interesting
nature claim a share of our attention.
During the past month the anniversary
meetings of the different religions associa-
tions have been held in some of our most
considerable cities, and large and interest-
ed audiences have listened to the reports
which were read, and the speeches which
were delivered.  We have head much of
the distribution of Bibles and Tracts in the
« waste places” of our land, of the labor-
ious, but in many cases successful, work
of c¢ity missions, of endeavours for Sabbath
reformation, and a more enlarged degree
of Sabbath instruction for our youth, and
of earnest and persevering efforts to check
the march of error and superstition, and
draw souls from darkness unto light. And,
while we must still mournfully acknowl-
edge the amount of spiritual destitution and
darkness which still prevails, we must not
forget to offer up our thanks for the good
that 7¢ being done. And all honour to those
who are the self-denying instraments in
God’s hands of its accomplishment, to

those voluntary labourers who cheerfully |

sacrifice their precious hours of leisure to
the wearisome duties of the Committee
room and the Secretary’s desk, as well as
to the paid agents and missionaries who
go about humbly and unobtrusively sow-
ing the good seed, which is rome time to
spring up into an abundant harvest.
Go on, we wonld say,in your labour of love,
and, though fame may never enrol your
names on her emblazoned lists, and a
heedless world take no note of your doings,
ye will not be without your reward from
“ your Father who seeth in secret.”

And 2 parting word to those readers of
the « Presbyterian” who may have taken
part as spectators in these anniversary
meetings, and have listened to the record
of humble and earnest labour. Let not
the eloquence of the speakers, who have
addressed you from the platform, be to you
only *as a very lovely song of one that
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well
on an instrumént,” but let it stir you up
to take individually your part in the work,
to see first that your own =ouls are right
with Gad, and then to obey the Divine
command to impart to others the light you
have received. Opportunities innumer-
able are around you, look for them and
use them, [ you have admired the self-
sacrificing labours of others, if you have

|

against youin judgement, unless you apply
them 1o yourselves, and obey the words of
our Blessed Saviour, « Go and do like-
wige.”

1.

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS
INTELLIGENCE,

THE REV. W. BURNS ON CHINA,
On Friday afternoon last the Rev. W. Burns

i at the request of a number of friends, menibers

of different denominations, addressed a meeting
in the Merchants’ Hall on the subject of China.
On the platform we observed the Rev. Dr. Lori-
mer, the Rev. Dr. Brown, the Rev, Dr. James
Paterson. the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, the Rev. H.
MGill, the Rev. George Blyth, W. P. Paton,
Fsq., Jobn Henderson, Esq. of Park, Andrew
Wingate, I'sq., John Turner, Esq.. J. D. Bryce,
Esq., W. Keddie, Esq., &c. On the wmotion of
Mr. Wingate, Mr, Paton was called to the chair.

At the desire of the chairman Mr. Mitchell
opened the meeting with prayer.

The CHatrman then introduced Mr. Burns,
and explained that it had been arranged that the
meeting should be as much as possible of a col-
!oquial character, that those who felt an interest
in the condition of China might be at hiberty to
put questions to Mr. Burns on topics which had
special interest for then.

Mr. Brrys said he had not come here to-day
to attempt to make any speech, which he was
not accustomed to do except in the way of £x-
plaining the Seriptures, but to give what infor-
mation he could to those who desired it; and
perhaps the most profitable way of employing the
time of the meeting would be that some one
should give him a hint of what kind of informe=
tion they wished from hLim. Ife had come to
this country at present, not for the purpose of
giving information about China—for he felt that
it was a higher duty to be seeking to give some-
thing of the knowledge of the Divine truth to
those among whom he was labouring—but he
was obliged to come Home with a brother mis~
sionary, whose health of body and mind }ad
given way, though he was glad to say that under
medical care in Loudon he was recovering. He
would be glad now to aunswer any questions
which might be proposed.

Dr. Lorimer suggested that the meeting might
perhaps be desirous in the first place to learn
something about the present condition of the
evangelical missions in China.

Mr. Burns remarked that he had some delj-
cacy in speaking to this point, because he could
only give details about missionary operations
which had come under his own observation. and
might omit to describe others equally deserving
or attention. With this proviso he would siate
what had come specially under his notice. He
had himsell been ut three stations. The first of
these was Hong Kong, where, as it was an
English settlement. there were several mission-
ary institutions. There were the London Mis-
sionary Society’s Missions, the American Mis-
sion Institution. and, more lately. a mission con-
nected with the Church of England. The
operations of the London Missionary Scciet
were carried on by means of an educational insti-
tution in which, he believed, thev boarded as well
as taught about forty vouths.and which bad also,
he thought, a school for girls. They carried on
the preaching of the Gospel also very constantly

. among the Chinese, and in that work the foreign

Jabourers were aided by a native who was, per-

" haps, the best instructed native convert whom

heard uttered, these things will but rise up '

they had. The American mission was connected
with the American Baptist Church, and was
also muking good progress. There were like-

! wise in Hong Kong a number of German mis-

applauded the noble sentiments you have | ji;n.ries who made that place their head-quar-

ters, though their labours were chiefly devoted



to the mainland opposite. Considerable progress
had been made at their stations on the mainland.
He believed that at one of these stations fifty
adults had been received into the Church, and
at another there were about a hundred, young
and old, connected with them. Till very lately
there was also in llong Kong a medical mis-
glonary, but he had been removed to Aoy, and
his place had not yet been filled. 1In Canton,
outside the walls—for foreiguers were, till ot
late, not admitted within the walls—~there werea
number of missionaries almost entirely connected
with the Anierican missions; the only exception
was that of a wmedical missionary connected
with the London Missionary Society, who had
extensive premises, and had been the means of
bringing many under the preaching of the Gospel,
tor sone times he would have as many as twe or
three hundred patients in one day. The chief
preacher there was Leang-a-fa, the first convert
under Dr. Milne, the second missionary sent to
China, T'his native convert had continued to
make a good profession of Christianity for above
forty years. The Gospel was preached by him
with great vigour, though he could not say of
it any more than of the preaching of most of the
misstonaries, that it was preached with much
success. He had co-operated with Leang-a-fa in
his missionary work for more than a year, and

had been greatly delighted with his addresses to |

the people. Tracts printed and circulated by
him were tlie means ot sowing the first seeds of
Divine truth in the mind of the man who was
attracting so much attention as the leader of the
revolution. Copies of these printed tracts, con-
sisting partly of extracts from Secripture, and
partly of Scripture essays, were distributed
largely at Canton at one of the literary exami-
nations which bring young scholars in thousands
from great distances. = These tracts, before their
circulation was stopped by the Chinese auathori-
ties, came into the hands of the young man who
was at the head of the revolution. and to these
must his first acquaintance with Divine truth be
traced. This man in 1346, in consequence of
the impression the truth had made on his mind,
came down to Canton, hearing that there was
a foreigner preaching Christianity, viz., Mr,
Roberts, an American Baptist Missionary, with
whom he (Mr. Burns) had had much intercourse,
and had co-operated in preaching the Gospel.
Taeping-wang remained with Mr. Roberts about
two months, and it was from this American
missionary that all the knowledge of Christianity
derived fromdirect intercourse with foreigners had
been obtained. The missionary work in Canton
was one of great difficuity. the population
there being particulurly hostile to foreigners.
However these ditficulties were gradually
decreasing, and, while till of late it was found
almost impossibie to rent houses there, suitable
for missionary purposes, it had been tound much
easier latterly. Besides the American mission-
aries who had occupied that field for a number
of years, and Dr. Hobson, the medical missionary,
there were also more lately at (‘anton three
missionaries connected with the Wesleyan body.
He had himself lived for about sixteeu months
in Canton, co operating almost daily with the
native agents and with AMr. Roberts after his
Teturn from America. Mr. Roberts had a great
power of collecting the people ; they had daily
cx:ow'ded assemblies, and at these meetings Le
had frequently seen the audience considerably
impressed, though during these sixteen months the
number of cuses of conversion was very small.
He co-operated also with Leang-a-fa in “connec-
tion with the London Missionary Society. Canton
was an important place for missionary laboyr.~-
It would, no doubt, prove one of the mast infly-
ential places in the empire when the minds of
the people were arrested; and the natives of
Canton were of that character that, when they
became decided, much might be hoped from
their Jabours. Leang-a-fa was himself an in-
stance of this. He had also been engaged in
visits to the mainland opposite Hong Kong. In
these excursions they were often exposed to
robbery, and once were robbed of all 1hey had,
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but that was not owing to any hostility to the
missionaries, for the natives themselves when
travelling were exposed to the same risks. In
many cases they were received very willingly by
the people.

Dr. Lorimer again asked if Mr. Burns could
state what was generally the state of mind of
the Chinese in a religious sense. Were they
in earnest, even according to their own supersti-
tion, or were they rather in a state of irdifference
and scepticism in regard to it ?

Mr. Burns—The Chinese strike every one as
reniarkably wanting in anything like seriousness,
and I think it probable that this is just as it was
a thousand years ago. Sometimes, in speaking
of the most serious things—-telling. for instance,
of some fearful calamity—-they will do it with a
smile on their face. They were a singular peo-
ple in that respect, though it might be found
after all that it arose from no want of humane
feelings. But what struck one in regard to their
religious superstition was the childishness of the
service itself in which they engaged, and the
light way in which it was gone about. It was
not accompanied by that speeies of fanaticism
common with the Bhuddists in India. There
were occasional exceptions to this rule—as, for
instance, when they ran through burning char-
coal, as some of them occasionally did: but even
then they were pretty cautions not to hurt them-
selves much. Again, it was said sometimes of
certain persons that they were possessed by the
spirit of some particular idol.  Some of these
persons were really under some kind of frenzy,
and cut themselves with knives when in that
state. Others were just in frenzy in proportion
to the amount of woney they got for the work,
and seemed to measure the extent of injury they
should inflict upon themselves by what they got
for it. These exhibitions were one way in which
the fear of the idol was maintained among the
people—for their worship was altogether a wor-
ship of fear, given for the purpose of avoiding
the displeasure ct certain beings who, they
feared, might injure them.

Mr. Brown inquired how converts to Chrie-
tianity were treated by the heathen Chinese ¢

Mr. Burns had known instances of persons
becoming Christians who did not experience any
special opposition. ln such cases that was attrib-
utable greatly to indifference ; they looked upon
converts to Christianity very wmuch as if they
were entering upon some particular trade, and
in that view of the matter thought there was no
harm in these persons looking alter their temporal
advantage, In Amoy, where a number of
people were congregated together for the sake
of trade, and where families were not much con-
nected togetlier, they generally took no more
netice of conversions to Christianity than people
1 Glasgow took of the doings of their neigh-
bours. Indeed he did not think generally that
the fact of becoming a Christian was regurded
by the Chinese as a bad thing. Bnt, where the
population were more closely associated together,
end where the community belong mostly to one
sept or clan, the opposition was grealer. In
Pechuia, for examnyle, where the Gospel this year
was taking remarkable hold, there was decided
opposition. Every one who had a house or shop
was expected to give so much for every idolatrous
service, and the people would threalen to cast
them out of the place if they did not conform to
the hereditarv custom. 1le himself, as a house-
holder in Pechuia, was insisted upon to give his
part, which, of course, he refused to do. Threats
and every species of coérejon were employed to
compel a convert in that place to pay his share
towards the support of the idolatrous temple, but
he was providentially delivered from the penalty
of expulsion with which be was threatened.
During last year some-of these converts showed a
degree of steadfastness in their adhcrence to the
Gospel which he had never seen before.

The Chairman asked what were the prospects of
usefulhess for the missionaries whom this country
was at present sending out, and in what way the
circulation of the Scriptures could be brought
about? Further, he would like that Mr, Burns
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would give some details of his own proceedings
as a missionary.

Mr. Burns reminded the meeting that there
were five large cities in China opened up by
trealy to foreigners, viz., Canton, Amoy, Foo-
Choo, Ningpo, and Shanghai. These were very
large places, and the number of missionaries
there might be greatly multiplied, and yet each
of them have plenty to do. Canton was sup-
posed to have about a million of inhabitants, ard,
though ten missionaries were there at present,
“ what were they among so many > In Amoy,
when the whole of the missionaries were present,
there would be eight or nine to a population of
150,000. At these stations, then, there was
room and need for an addition to the missionary
band ; but it was difficult to give an answer in
regard to the other openings. Being himself
disencumbered as a missionary, he had found it
possible to 2o along with native agents to places
in the neighbourhood of Hong Kong and Amoy ;
but yet he could not say that there were in the
mainland such openings that one might calculate
upon being received among the people, and al-
lowed to rent « house for residence aong them.
If missionaries were prepared to set out upon the
work, leaving it to God to open up their way,
they might go with the prospect of doing sowue
good ; but, if they asked lcave torenta house,
he believed it would not be given. However, Le
had never himself been actually turned back
when he went into the interior, and had generally
no difficulty in finding temporary accommodation,
His party, consisting of four, was lodged for about
ittle more than sixpence a pight, and in the
neighbourhoond of Amoy it wasorly inone instance
that he paid anything for lodging.  They lodged
n one house for eleven days, were never asked
anything for lodging, and never thought of offering
itl.” He believed that, if foreign missicnaries were
accompanied by native ageuts, they might go
much further into the interior than had yet been
done by the missionaries, although he would not
say that this was a thing which they might
caleolate wpon doing very easily. “German
missionaries had been robbed in going from place
to place.  With regard to the revolution. it just
seerned, so far as they could yet see, that they
had not been able to get into connexion with the
opening for Christianity which that revolution
seemed to be making in the country. Tt scemed
as if the barriers were being broken down, bLut
that they could not yet get through them.
In the existing state of warfare it wus very
difficult for mizsionaries to cet near, much logs
to remain for any time among them. Ile could
not say, however, that they had shown decided
unwillingness to have missioraries among them,
and he hoped the time might be near when 1hey
would be accessible. But he would say regarding
the revolution, as an opening for Christianity,
and regarding the possibility of circulating the
Scriptures, that these objects were yet chiefly
a subject of prayer to God. The door was not
vet actually open for the circu’atisn of the
Bible and the preaching of the missionaries.
Mr. Roberts left Canton to go to Nankin, but by
the latest accounts he had not yet suceceded
in accomplishing his purpese. These marters
should be chietly regarded as a subject for prayer
to God that He would open the door. He believed
that in the present state of things, if missionaries
seemingly connected with foreign Governments
were going among them, they would not be
welcomed.  Tf missionaries, however, could go
among them so as to show that they were not
coming as agents of foreign Governments, le
would bope that, on the ground of their love of
the Bible, they would not be unwilling to permit
their stay among them. There was oreqt ex-
pectation last year that soon there would be a
very geat door opened for the spread of the
Scriptures; but it had not yect been actually
opened, so far as he had been able to learn.
This, however, should not discourage any one.
God had been showing what He could do, but
had, it would seem, left the matter half-way, in
order, perhaps, to bring Hia people ta the help of
the Lord and to prayer. Among the insurgents,
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with a considerable knowledge of Divine truth,
there was mixed up a great degree of error ; and
it would appear as if the fanatical part of it was
coming wore prominently forward, and th:t Di-
vine truth was more in abeyance: but, till they
couid be come at, the real amount of truta and
error would hardly be known.

Dr. Lorimer ingured how far the Scripfures
were pablished and circulated by the Chinese
themselves?

Mr. Burns said that almost all that was known
whout this was. that a French steamer this year
went to Nankin, and brought back copies of the
Seriptures which bad been printed in that city.
Fe did not recalicct what number of the books
o: he Bible they had, but such as they had were
prited entire and in successive order. They
alz brouzht back a copy of the Gospel «f St
Matthew which had been printed entire from a
copy they -had zot from the missionaries. The copy
the)" were printing was Medburst and Gutelaff's
version. The extent to which these Scriptures
circuluted conld hardly be known as yet.—In
answer ‘o a question from Mr. Blyth, Mr, Purns
added that the new translation of the Scriptures
had superseded GutzlafPs version at Amoy, but
at Houng Kong Gutzlaff's versions, though sus-
ceplible of correction, appearcd to be at least as
intelligible as the new trauslation, being nea.er to
tite spoken dialect, .

The Chairman put the question whether the
revolution had a religious basis, or whether it
was a palitical mavement with a view to political
power? . .

Mr. Burns said that his conviction was that it
was on the part of the insurrectionists & real
and sincere relisious movement.  That there
was mixed up with this a great deal of political
moative, there was no doubt ; but in their profes-
sion of attachment to what they considered the
Truth he thought they were sincere. Ana he
did not see whut interest they would have in
professing the religion to which they adlbered,
for it was contary to everything thut woud be
likely to give them the ascendency. lu China
there was a party called the ‘Triad Society,
whose object was to restore the Ming, or last
native dynasty. This society had no religious
basis, and for many years had just been asecret
society for robbery and plunder. Lately many
ot these Triad socicties were extended, an.l be-
gan to raise a rebeltion on their own fouting;
professing, bowever, to fall in with the revolu~
tionists under Taching-wang. This was dene at
Amoy, of which they had possession for about
six months, and at Shanghai which bad beeu for
wore thana year in the hands of the Triad
Society. ‘fliey applied to be recognised by the
revolutionists, but the reply was— No, wa will
have nothing to do with you, you do not hold
our principles. I you are to be of our party, you
must put away opium, and believe in Jesus.  1f
they were merely influenced by political mciives,
they would hardly reject the wid of a powertul
confederation as the Triad Society.

Dr. Lorimer.—Has our friend Mr.Burns any
intormation about the Roman Catholic missions,
and whether they have anything to do with the
revolution ?

Mr. Burns, up to the present time, had not
met with any fact which would lead him to con-
nect the revolution with Remanism, but ¢n the
eontrary he knew it was gencrally believed—
thouszh donbted atterwards—ithat some Roman
Cuathofies had been put to death at Nankin as
idolaters. e believed itwas chiefly in conse-
quence of this that the French steainer went to
Nankin. He believed they had opposed Popery,
and at any rate he knew of no fact that could
show any connection between these movements
and the teaching of Popery. Indeed it svould
appear that the only source to which their reji-
gious knowledge could be clearly traced was the
Seripture instruction which the leader of the
movement got in 1833, and the teaching Le got
subscquently from My, Roberts. It was also
generally supposed tiut a number of the mem-
bers o/ Gutziall®s nuiou became connected with
th: movewent. That could not be conciusively
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proved ; but one thing was certain, that a person
was seen among them at Naakin who had been
taught by the Baptist missionaries at Hong Kong.
In the neighbourheod of Amoy there were one
or two Roman Catholic viilages, but they made
little prozress. ‘There was a Roman Catholic
mission in Aoy, and they had there got some to
join them.—In answer to a question on the sub-
ject of infunticide, Mr. Burns repiied that that
crime was fearfully prevalent, and that the poorer
people especiaily seldom brought up more than
one [emale child.

AMr. M'Gill—To what degree is native agency
efficient ?

Mr. Burns—At all the stations there ave a few
who can be trusted as really sincere men. He
had traveled with them, lodged with them, ate
with them, and had pleasant fellowship with them
as Christian triends, and thev were acquainted
not only with the Scriptares but with the work
of grace in their own hearts,  He did not think
that native agents should be left to labour alone,
but, while the missionaries could do what they
could not, the native agent, on the other hand.
could do what the iissionaries could not.  With
regard o the use of opium, upon which he bad
heen asked to speal, hissad impression had often
beern that, unless Christianity came in with power,
it almost seemed as it the people must perish
before it. ‘T'his was his own impression from
seeing its effects among the people. The use of
opium was fearfully prevalent, aud the country
was beeoming more and more impoverished 1n
consequence. The practice prevaiicd chiefly
amonyg the wealthy and fearned, and, when it had
gone on a certain length, they became useless as
members of the community  When the rich be-
came poot, the poor had no wages, and in certain
places where he had been the country wassinking
fast under this fearful curse.—In answer to another
question Mr. Burns explained with reforence
to the supposed rivals to Tea-ping-wang, that the
term translated into our language ¢ king” was
merely equivalentto ¢ prince.””  There were sub-
ordinate to Tea-ping-wang, the king of the east,
west, north, and sonth, and the eastern king ap-
peared lately 1o have become more prominent 1
the councils of Tea-ping-wang, and to have somne
intention of putting him in leading strings. But
he knew of none who could properly be called a
rival to Tea-ping-wang.

On the motion of Dr. Brown a very hearty
vole of thanks was given to Mr. Burns and to
the Chairman.

The meeting was then dismissed with the
Lenediction by Mr. Blyth —Secottish Guardian,

THE FREE CHURCH SUSTENTATION
FUND.

Sir H. MoNCREIFF said that the results of the
collections for the Sustentation Fund in this Pres-
bytery were such as afforded ground for antici-
pating that by Whitsunday next there would be
an increase of £2000 in the sum raised within
their bounds. Over the whole Church the result
of the new movement up to 15th January had
been an increase of above £1000.

Dr. Haxna then brought forwurd the overture
of which he had given uotice, namely, * It is
overtured by the Preshytery of Fdiubuigh to the
General Assembly of the Free Church, that it
take into its irnmediate and most serious consid-
eration the whole subject of the Sustentation
Fund. its original design and ennstitution, the
principles on weich its management and distri-
bution ought 1% be conducted, and the opinions
set forth by ¢ venerated founder in his latest
publications on the subject, with the view of
appointing hereatler on its acting committee a
prepon  ating maujorily of elders, and ot adopt-
ing, without nteriering with existing arrange-
ments, sone simple and self-acting rule ol distrn=
bution ; and, fuither, that the Assembly shall
take such measures as to its wisdom shall seem
best for the purpose of securing that both as to
the management and distribution of the fund o
great or important change shail hereaf er be intro-
duced without the mind of the Church in regard

to its propriety having beeu fully ascertained,”

Dr. Hanna commenced a speech of two hours’
duration by remarking that the supporters of the
motion did not mean it as any personal reflection
or attack on the promoters of the present Susten-
tation Fuud movement, as they had had itin view
before any of the recent peisonal discussions
began.  He procceded 1o quote largely fromn Dr.
Chalmers to show that the primar)_r design of the
Sustentation Fund was to provide for the outed
niinisters a fixed annual stipend, and that its
secondary object was the exiension of the Church.
‘The original design of the Fund was, however,
soon lost sight of, and the equal dividend fund
was used as a means of extension-  The Church
went on adding to the numbers of her ministers,
and puttipng each man, whatever might be the
circumstances of his congregation, on the sume
level, thus making the amount of the fund reg-
ulate the payment 10 be made to mivisters,
instead of making the amount of the Fund regulate
the number she should add to her ministers. It
was possible, and it was, he thought. the duty of
tiie Church to retrace her steps in this direction.
They had at present 28 ministers whose congre-
gational associations yielded less than £25 a
year. and they had 136 which yielded from £25
to £30. They had thus 164 ministers whose
congregations gave less than £30. The 28 con-
gregations giving less than.£25, gave at an
average of £18. They wave to the fund L5604,
and they got out of it £3136. Then, supposing
they took 68 out of the 136 congregations. the
averaye of their returns being £37, and who thus
gave to the jund £2516, and received from it
L3644, and supposing they extingnished these
96 congregations, not immediately, but slowly,
and not intertering with existing rights, and deal-
ing only with vacancies as they occurred, and
supposing they reduced their 696 ministers to 690,
they would save £8780 less £302), or £3760 to
the fund. and would give to each minister a
stipend of £142, supposing the agyrezate sum
available for the equal dividend to be the same as
it was last year. But it might be said this was
too large an abridgement. Supposing. then, they
only abridzed 28 congregations below and 28
above £20, the equai dividend could be raised to
£135. Dr. Hanna proceeded to review the
recent legislation of the Sustentation Committee,
and showed how the rating scheme had failed to
operate, and that the effect of it had been that it
was a premium on idleness and a penalty to
diligence. Two things, he thoaght, would be
necessary to remedy the present stale of matters
—Iirst a check, and then a stimulus.  There
were 164 congregations giving less than £3).
Of these, 36 perhaps mizht be expected to rise
to £50, if that were tixedas the minimum, and the
rest would remain to be gradually extinguished.
By this course they might obtain an equal divi-
dend of £162.  Another check might be had by
fixing the maximum grant at £30. Were these
two sleps adopted, they might see the Charch so
extended in the course of a generation as to have
about 700 ministers, with salaries as fixed and
certain a8 the ministers of the Iéstablished Church
had. As to providing a stimulus, the nature of
that was a subject ou which there would, proba-
bly, be great difference of opinion, and it could
only be agreed upon after mature deliberation.
He would not, at present, describe what he
thought that stimulus might be, but by the ope-
ration alone of the check he had proposed all the
evils of the present system might be cured.  Dr.
Hanna proceeded to discuss the other points of
the overture, as to leaving the general manage-
meut of the Fund to laymen in accordance with
the views of Dr. Chalmers; and as to taking
from the committee its legislative power, which
he (Dr. Hanna) thought should only be exercis-
ed by the Assembly.

Dr. Twerpte seconded the motion.

The Presbytery adjourned shortly after four
o’clock till the evening.

IRISH CHURCH MISSIONS.
With reference to the meeting of the Irish
Church Mssionary Society, advertised in our paper
of to-day, we adopt the following pertivent obser-



vations from a contemporary (the Perthshire

Constitutional) :—

“ Tt can hardly be unknown to any of our read- |

ders. that for many years back there has been

going on in Treland a great work of Reformation.

Protestant mi-sionaries have been most indefati-
gable iu breaking eround awong the Trish Cutho-
lics. All over the surface of Ireland, schools,
orphanages, mis<ion stations and cliurches, testify
to the in lustry and the suceess of the missionaries
of the United Church of England and Ireland.
There is pow before us, as we write, a map of
Icland, where the stations of the Society are
warked, and nearly two-thirds of the whole
island is literally divided into districts, which are
permeated by Protestant agents. The Socciety
supports forty-four mission stations. There are
connected with it, aud working with it, a complete
statf of 1028 persons (more than all the parish
ministers in Scotland) In five yearsit has ex-
ended a sum of £34,681. The Irish Society
1as counted its converts by thousands, In the
diocese of Tuam and Killaloe alone—the Bisbop
of which is the well and widely known Lord
Plunket—there werein three yeurs, 6234 converts
and 10.088 children (formerly Popi-h) attending
the Scriptural schools. These statistics, surpris-
ng as they are, are vouched for by the venerable
Prelate himself in a speech i Dublin in April,
1853. And, if these were the conversions from
Popery during the three years in one diocese,
what number shall we reckon for nearly five years
over the whole Island?  That these ficures are
not the conenction of partial Protestants—that
there is ny exaggeratton whatever in them—is
abl:ndamly proved. The Popish newspapers in
Ireland have set their seal to the magnitude of
the work. Their language on the subject is quite
unmeasured.  The Dublin Evening Post says
(November 11, 1351)—" We learn from unques-
tionable Catholic authority that the success of
proselytizers im almost every part of the ¢ountry,
and, we are told. in the metropotis, is beyond all
that the worst misgivings coulil have dreamt of I”
The Nation newspaper (well known as perhaps
the most bigoted pro-Romanist paper in Ireland)
says—* Ireland is ceasing to be a Roman Catholic
nation. The Roman Catholic Cbureh in Ireland
will need a defence asrociation of guardian angels
to save it from extinction.” (November 1833.)
A well known priest, called Fitzgerald, declares
in a speech, “ our nation and our Church are per-
ishing. The Nution newspaper again (November
97, 1852) says—" Since the plantation of Ulster
a more serious inroad upon the Catholicity of this
country has unot been made. In Dublin this
work ‘i going on to an extent that nobody is
aware of.” These are surely’sufficient testimonies
to this work of Reformation. It can no longerbe
disputed by any one that the Popish people of
JTreland are becoming fast a Protestant people.
And, if our memory is not greatly at fault, the
late Ceneus reveals the fuct, that over the whole
extent of Ireland there are nearly as many Prot-
estants aa Papists,

Waa there ever a more successful rnission con-
ducted 80 quietly as the present #  Aud, if it con-
tinue with unabated success, the present generation
may yet see the whole Popish Church swept
from the fuce of Ireland—may yet see her own
children "18Ing avainst her, as one who has
darkened their minds by ignorance, and made
their religion a lothsome “superstition, The folly
and the profanity of the late decree at Rome, con-
ecrniny the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin
Mary's i3 apparently the remedy which his Holi-
ness the Pope sl his condjutors are applying to
the disense of reformation; but we greatiy mis-
take if this monstrous decree will not put an
insuperable difficulty before many of their own
supp-)ft‘ers. and bea st('pplng-.~tune to many to
tise out of their superstition. All success, we
sy, to the Irish Church Missions—all blessing
be on itz noble head, Mr Dallas.  We shall ook
with much interest to its continued labours. We
have only to add in earnest hope that the meet-
ing to be held tu-day will be attended aud sup-
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ported in a manuer worthy of so noble an enter-

prise.

PRESBYTERIAN CONFERENCE.

At a conference consisting of a Committee of
the Synod of the BEuglish Presbyterian Chureh,

and of delegates from the TUnited Presbyterian |

Presbyteries of Carlisle, Lancashire, London and
Newenstle-upon-Tyne, held in St. Andrew’s Pres
byterian Church, Oxford Road, Mauchester, on
Wednesday the 1uth inst.. the Rev. James
Hamiiton D.D.,of London, and the Rev. James
Pringle, of Newcastle, officiating, the former at
the morning and the latter at the evening meeting
as chairmen, and the Revs. Wm. Trail, 3L A, aud
R. 8. Secott,, M.A., of Manchester, as cunjoint Secre-
tarics, tiie following resolutions were unanimously
adepted :

1st. On the motion of the Rev. Robert Red-
path, M. A. of London, seconded by the Rev.
John Weir, of London, it was resolved, *That
this Conference, recognising the oblization resiing
on all the friends af the Redeemer to cultivate
the spirit of brotherly love, is further impressed
with the duty which devolves on all denomina-
tions, substantialiy the same in doctrine and dis-
cipline, to unite in one Church orgauization for
the promotion cf the great work committed to them
by their Head and Lord.

2d. On the motion of the Rev. Dr. M’Kerrow,
seconded by Robert Barbour, Esq.. “That, after
full and explieit conversation on various points of
difference, this Conference rejoices in the large
and substantial union which exists between the
two bodies represented in the Conference, and in
the proapect whichis thusafforded of an eventual
union without any surrender of principle.”

3d. Ou the motion of the Rev. Dr Paterson, of
Sunderland, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Crichton, of
Liverpool, * That, with a view to exhibit the exist-
iny harmony as well as to expedite the desired
issue, the Conference wonld affectionately suggest
to ministersand congregations of the two Churches
the desirableness of cultivating meanwhile frater-
nal intercourse in the way of ministerial exchanges
and such other good offices as may bring the two
bodies more frequently and more closely togeth-
er.

4th, On the motion of the Rev, Peter Carruthera,
of Longtown, seconded by Alexander Gillespie
Esq., of Lendon, * That the foliowing members of
the Conference be requested to foliow up the con-
sideration of the whole case, and to commumicate
before the st of April next to the two Chairmen
of the Conference any information or suggestions
which they may think conductive to the attain-
ment of the desired union, viz., the Rev. Drs Ham-
ilton, M'Kerrow and Paterson, the Rev. Messrs
Pringle, Redpath and Trail, John Collingwood
Bruce, E<q. LL.D., and Robert Barbour, John
Geekie and Alexander Gillespie, Esqs.”

5th. On the motion of the Rev. Dr. Hamilton,
seconded by the R:v. R.S. Drummond, M. A, of
Carlisle.  “That the Conference cannot part
without recording the delightful fellowship which
the members have enjoyed with one another,
gratefally acknowledging the good hand of their
Gud upon thew, and the grace of His Spirit in
the vouchsafement of so mueh candour, forbear-
ance and brotherly love, which they would de-
voutly hail as a bappy earnest for the farther
progress of the present movement."—From  the
idanchester Daily Times, kriduy, Jansary 12,

ROMANIST MISSIONS.

The Lyous Propaganda has widaly extended
its organization, and draws support trom many
countries of Europe. France, Spain, Portugal,
Italy, Switzerland, parts of (jermany, Prussia,
Belgium, the British Isles, Greece, the Touian
Isles, Malta, are all enumerated as helping hy a
greater or less amount of contribution the agyre-
gate of its pecuniary resources. In factits chief
maintenance is in Europe. Outofan income, for
the year 1853, of 3,935,149, (£157,406,) no less
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than 3,698,000f., in round numbers, (£147,800)
are stated to be derived from European countries,
leaving for the rest of the World the smull balance
of 236,000f,, (£9.440.) It may be well to place
the kingdoms of Europe in their order of contri-
bution. ['rance stands first on the list. »she
gives to this object nearly a million of francs
nore than all the other European kingdoms taken

together. Her contribution for 1833 runges so
high as 2.317,065f., (£32,682,) exclusive of

47,0831, fromn French colonies.

contributors are thus placed :—
Italy -~ - - £4,924=£25797
Prussia - - - 209,998 8,400

The British Isles in the following proportions—

The remaining

England - 141,396

Scotland - 4,131 > £.185,961= £7,439
Ireland - 143,431

Belgium- - - - - 150,620
Holland - « - - - 64,753
Switzerland~ - - - 47,092
Germany - - - - 24,525
Portugal~ - - - - 22,139
Malta - - - - 14,345
Spein = - « - - 9.529
Turkey - - - « - 3.263
Northern countries- - 2,191
(Greece - - - - -« 1.540
Ionian Isles- - - - 350

This schedule tells much. One cheering point
we hasten to indicate. Compared with 1839, the
receipts from England have increased but little.

In 1839 they stood at 1.33,649
1n 1853 41,396

In Scotland, also, the advance has been slow,—
Ja 1839, -~ - - - - - £1,067
In1833, - - - - - - 413

In Ireland it is far otherwise—
In 1839, « - - - - -f58553
In 1833, - - - - =~ -143431

In fact Ireland stands fifth on the list in the
amount of its contributions, being exceeded only
by France, Italy, Prussia and Belgium.

In France the increase has been thus—

1839, - - - - - (.1.238.803

1833, - - =~ = - 2317,065
Italy—
1839, - - - - - £.266,381
1833, = = - = - (4,924
Prussia—
1839, - = = - . f.25,167
1853, R 209,998
Belgium—
1839, - - = - - 100,664
1853, - - - = . 150,629

On the other hand Germany, including Bava-
ria, stands in the schedule ot 1839 at no less a
sum than 115,259f. ; but in 1833 at only 24 525f.
We believe that this is te be accounted for by the
fact that Austria has her own peculiar missiouary
action,

From extra-European countries the
amounts received are as follow, :—

British North Ainerica £.72.551=4£2,902

largest

French Colouies - - - 47,083
United States - - - 4121
South America - - - 40,088
Mexico -~ -« - 21,178
English Colonies - - - 7,782

We are quite aware that the total of the sums
above enumerated is far below that coilected by
thejProtestant missionary societies f Jinglund
alone, and much moie so \_vhe_n we aild the in-
comes of the various societies il America and on
the Continent. But it is superior in amount to
the income of any one of tnem, and has been
attained in a much shorier period. Take, for
instance, the Church Missionary Society. It
was commenced in 1799, Tweuty-four years
onward bring us to 1823, the year following
that in which the Lyons institution was founded.
The income of the Church Missionary Society
was then £31,913, [n 1839 it had increased 1o

| £71,306; but the adverse organization had by
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that time overtaken and outstripped it,—is in-
come for that year amounting to £80.000. -The
next year the Church Missionary Society was a
little in advance, having an income of £1€),912,
and the other of nearly £100,000. But las year
a disparity had arcruad in faveur of the Roraanist
institution, the Church Missionary Society raceiv-
ing £123,915, and that of Lyons £157,403, th:
former society haviag taken fifty-four years to
reach the lesser amount, and the latter only
thisty to attain the greater. In fact, when we
remember that the motives suggested Ly the
Romanist institution to elicit pecuniary stpport
are such as tell with pecultar force on the un egen-
erated mind and how large a proportion of
that material lies at its disposal, it would be short-
sightedness to blind ourselves to lhe probe bility
that its income will rise continuously and raidly.
—Church Missionary Intelligencer.

EpixsureH BraLe Sociery.—Yestercay a
meeting of the Edinburgh Bible Society was held
in the Queen Street Hall, the Right Hon. Lord
Panmure presiding. A very large and mcst re-
spectable assemblage was in attendance.  The
meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev.
Dr. M:Crie. The chairinan, in an inter:sting
speech gave asketch of the history of the Bible
Society since its origin.  Addresses were after-
wards delivered by the Rev. Mr. Burns, mssion-
ary from China, Dr. Nisbet, Dr. Gulhrm‘apd
other gentlemen. One sentiment of Dr. G. :licit-
ed cordial applause. He said that a few years
back the jubilee of the institution had been
celebrated in St. Pani’s Cathedral, London, and it
might be that the centenery would be celelrated
in St. Peter’s Cathedral at Rome.— Pest.

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

The Disciple whom. Jesus Loved ; being Chap-
tors from the History of John the ilvan-
gelist, with @ Preliminury Skelch. By James
Muaclarlane, D.D., Dwldingstone, Edinbargh :
Paton and Ritchie, Hanover Street.

Tuis is a work of no ordinary interes” and
merit. [Uisa walk of theology in whicli ths rev.
gentleman, whose name it beais, is pecuiarly
intted to excel ; and. as his “Late Secession’” has
now reached a third edition, it is to be expected
that his present publication will yet stand in a
much higher position.  We are not acqucinted
with any similar work in the language in v hich
so full a portraiture is given of the Apdstle Tohn,
so winute and graphic a delineation of his :har-
acter and detailed representation of his hi tory.
Noris it a mere naked exhibition of these. They
ate described with every variety of devou and
interesting illustration. The luxuriant fan:y of
the Rev. Doctor secures that every subject 1 hich
he touches becomes at once fragrant with the
flowers and radiant with the tints of rhetorical
embellishment.  But beneath this blaze of fi rura-
tive diction there lurk a weight of sentiment, a
richness of exposition, and a fervour of piety
which wtonce arrest the attention of the reader,
and carry all his sympathies along with them.
The author has made the very most of his su sject,
and hus opened 1o us views, connected wita in-
cidents in the Jivangelist’s history, which vsould
neverhav-suggestedthemselvestoordinaryre: ders,
Who, for instance, would have thought of at;ach-
ing any importance to the circumstance of John
standing by the Cross at the time of the cru:ifix-
ion? In ‘the work before us ‘it is made the
groundwork of one of its best and ablest chapters,
and is turned into a most convinemg argument
ol the beloved disciple’s entire and unrescrved
devotedness to the cause and interests of his c ying
Master.

“ No. Others may stand afar off, but no he.
Others inay be almost ready to throw up theit pro-
fession of the Messiahship now that Jesus is ¢ bout
to exrire in ignominy on the tree; but no: the
disciple whom Jesus loved. Others may gaze with
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unmixed dismay on the tumultuous throng heav-
ing under the pressure of Matanic rage, but not
that foliower of the lowly Saviour who had once
leant on his Master's hosom. His place is by the
Cross, environed though it was by all the malice
of earthand hell. Neither the frown of the Phar-
isee, nor the cries of an inturiated people, nor
the terrors ot an impending tragedy, have arrested
his footsteps, or quelled his zeal. There he is,
firm, and calm and wnchanging. Every thought
of what is appalling in earthly anticipation has
vanished from his mind; and, even when that
death was approaching, in which, to all human
appearance, the cause of the Redecmer was to
receive its final and fatal blow—even in that day
of doubt and alarm, when hell was stirred in ll
its borders to suspend the faith and to quench
the hopes of an infant Church, did John press
through the crowd. and take his place by the
side of Jesus, thereby displaying a love which no
terror could prevent or impair.”

What more useful to a Christian mind than to
contemplate a character like that of this great
Apostle, in which the sterner attributes of Chris-
tian worth are mellowed and softened by the ten-
derness of a refined and graceful sensibility 7 The
indomitable vigour of a holy resolution is_finely
blendéd in his mind with a warmth of passion and
devotedness of friendship, which rendered him
susceptible to every kindly and amiable impulse.
It was the same man, who braved all the terrors of
persecuting violence at the Cross, who sweetly
leant on the Saviour’s bosom at the Paschal supper,
and accepted the legacy of his widowed mother
when deprived of her Jast and dearest stay. It is
obvious that this noble elevation of generous senti-
ment was the leading feature of the character
before us, and how could this be better brought
ont than in the following eloquent passage of the
author 94—

“In other men we may recognize the ocean but
too otten rufiled by the storm—here we gaze on
the placid luke, reflecting the heavens fromn its
bosoin. In other men we may meet the torrent
rushing on in its impetuous course—here we wel-
come the stream gliding on in its serenity till it
mingles with the waters of the sea. gn other
men we may hail the rock breaking in its rug-
gedness fram the plain—here we welcome the
verdant spot that smiles beneath the homely scene
on which the eye of the wuytarer most pleasantly
rests. In John, it would seem, Christ was more
peculiarly at home. He found in him the breath-
ngs of a milder nature, and of a gentler charity.
Gentleness and terderness. sensibility to the suf-
ferings of others, and indiflerence to His own,—
these constituted the most prominent features in
the Lamb of God ; and they were so far retlected
in him who was permitted to lean on His bosom
on earth, as he is mingling now in the higher and
holier fellowship ot the skies.” :

We cordially recommend this volume to the
notice of our readers. It is the production of a
mind of a very high order, and will greatly extend
the reputation of its author. Every sentiment is
clothed in the most graceful diction, bot beneath
this drapery of outward decoration there is a
depth and solidity of thought which evinces the
presence of astrony and masculine intellect. The
Church, of which Dr Macfarlane is so great an
ornament, and so valuable a minister, may well
be congratulated on the production of a work
of such surpassing merit. We hope to meet
him again in the same walk of theology. We
should like much tosee him analysing with the
same delicate hand the character and hisury of
Peter and Paul; and, above all, Judas. How
would he delineate the dark and hypoeritical
spirit of the traitor, and expose it to that severity
and vehemence of censure which its baseness
merits {— Edinburgh Post.

ExrLusion oF ¢ Tur BriTisH Mission”
rroM Porann.—The English missionaries to the
Jews in binding establishments, library, and cha-
pel have been appropriatod by the government,
and are offered fox sale,

Tue Doty AND PriviLear oF BuripinGg THE
CurisTiaN TeMere. A Sermon by the Rev.
Jas. Roberison, D. D., Professor of Divinity
and Ecclesiastical History, Edinburgh, preach
ed in the Church of Old Deer on Sabbath,
10th September, 1854, and published at the
request of the Kirk-Session.  Edinburgh: Pa-
ton & Ritchie,

In this Sermon Professor Robertson takes a view
of Chiistian enterprise as now in operation or in
prospect for the purpose of * building up the
Chureh » in the best and broadest field of her
usefulness. The time is appropriate when efforts
are being made in all directions for the advance-
ment of sound religion and Christian education.
The Professor executes his task admirably,—
all is sound, earnest, unctueus,—goes wetl Lomne
to the heart, and leaves an impression there. We
may tuke this opportunity of remarking how
perfectly successful some preachers are in im-
pressing their hearers withont having recourse 1o
what is called ornament. Critical taste acknow!-
edues a power stronger than that of the rhetori-
cian, though it cunnot define it,~the secret lies
in earnestness ; so that we often sce, as in the
case of Professor Robertson, the honesty of the
preacher at once accepted, his earnestness felt,
and his persuasiveness submitted to without any
of that doubt which, atter the first impression,
makes a reprisal against the captivating efforts
of rhetorie.  This sermon is accordingly remark-
able for breadth of views, great fecundity in
describing and exhausting them, correct judge-
ment, and intense earnestness. We do not know
ifout of the peculiar field of rhetorical eloguence
moare could be said for any sermon.

Tsr Great JourNEY. By the Author of ‘The
Faithful Promiser,” &c¢. Third Edition :
Edinburgh : Paton aund Ritchie.

THis book is the Pilgrim’s Progress rendered
easy for the young. We do not know what John
Bunyan would say to see his larze allegory,
which, as Johnson said, walks on all its four feet
without halt or limp, reduced to this simple
example, but we at least are pleased. We only
wonder the idea has not been sooner caught, for
the old book s a dead letter to the young. We
do not cousider it an easy matter to produce a
complete little book out of a larger, retaining the
story so far without pressure and complexity, as
is done here. The third edition in these times
marks the book, and we have no hesitation in
recotnmending it as one of the most likely small
works of the day to captivate and instruct the
youn".

POETRY.

I'HE LAST COMPOSITION OF JAMES MoNTGOMERY.
Amoxg the hymns for the Sheffield Sunday School
Union, sung on Whit-Monday, June 5, 1854, is the
following, recently composed for the occasion by
James MONT.GOMERY» and probably his last poet~
ical composition :—

¢ Welcome, welcome, glorious day !
When the children, year by year,
Allin Whitsuntide array,
On their fostival appear;
Not with sound of trumnp and drum,
Nor death-weapons in their hands;
Though with banners spread they come,
Humble, peaceful, happy bands | ’

With the Gospel message shod,
Fearless faitli their sevenfold shield,
And their sword the Word of God,
Who shall foil them in the field ?
While a holy war they wage
Through strange perils and alarms,
Batan’s malice, wiles and rage,
And the world in Satan’s arms.

Prince Immanuel at their head,
These, where’er they face a foe,
By their teacher-captains led,
Congquering and to conquer go;
q



61ill a self-renewing race,
As the elder rise in life,

Youny recruits supply their place,
To maintain the endless strife,

For, till Time his roll has sealed,
And the dead in Christ arise,
(Heaven, and earth, and hell revealed
Unto all created eyes,)
Soldiers, valiant for the Truth,
Shall this holy war prolong;
Men and angels, age and youth,
Sing the Ciurch triumphant’s song.

Learn we now that wondrous strain
In our schools, our homes, our hearts,
‘Worthy is the Lamb once slain !’
In all languages, all parts :
Then the countless chorus swell,
Round His Throne with glad accord
Never more to say, ¢ Farewell I’
But, ¢ For ever with the Lord "> t

® Ephes. vi10-18. | {1 Thess. 1 iv,

ADDRESS TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS,

_In which the remains of Sir John Franklin and
his crew (as it is supposed) have lately been dis-
covered.

Ye pathless dreary wastes, where no enlivening
zephyrs blow,
Land of the towering iceberg, and of never
melted snow ;
Land where thunders seldom roar, and fierce
llghtning- seldom glare,
Land where no forests grow, no warbler’s song
e'er fills thy air.

Spring with her fairy train ne’er visits thee, nor
passes o’er,
To deck with lovely flowers thy half-sun-lit|
ungenial shore; !
Laad of the ¢ Northern Lights,” cold blows the
wind o'er thy domuins,

No summer sweelly smiles on thee,—eternal
winter reigns.

Warm was the heart and bold, that formed the
thought so noble, grand, !

The thought that made brave Franklin leave
his home, his native Jand,

To search thy shores, to find a passage through
thy icy seus, i
To face thy biting frosts, the chillings of thy|

northern breeze.

Years have rolled on with lightning’s speed, and
to the book of time
Have added deeds of heavenly birth, and deeds
of horrid crime,
Since from Britannia’s dear-loved shore, with joy
exulting, sailed
That manly crew, whose fearless hearts at
dangers never quailed.

Hope, Heaven’s gift, long cheered us on, and oft
was breathed the prayer,

‘*’Fhat. God would shieid them from all harm by

His protecting care.”
All that kind friends could do
’twas all in vain

Hope now is gone, they ne’er shall see their
native land again.

was done, but, ah!

Oh! who _wil_h trqth their fate can tell, or paint
their dire distress,
Their bitter cries for help, their looks of abject
wretchedness ;
These none on earth can know, for in thy icy
grasp they lie,
Far from Britannia’s
thy frozen sky.

heath-clad hills, beneath

No more on earth with joy they’ll meet their
wives and kindred dear,
ho now in mourning go, and often shed the
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No more shall prattling babes with kisses cause
their lips to burn,

For to their homes and England’s shore they
never can return.

Hark ! from the red Aurora’s flash I hear, they
yet may ineet
In happier rcalms, to part no more, before God’s
mercy-seat; .
There sorrows ever cease, forall is peace and joy

Above,
Where Saints forever sing the wonders of
Redeeming Love. A,

Scarboro, C. W.

B EARNEST.

Time is earnest,
Passing by :
Death is earnest,
Drawing nigh,
Sinner! wilt thow trifling be ?
Time and Death appeal to thee.

Life is earnest :
When ’tis o’er, -
Thou returnest
Never more.
Soon to meet Eternity,
Wilt thou never serious be 1

Hell is earnest :
Solemnly
Float its voices
Down to thee.
O thou mortal, art thou gay,
Sporting through thine earthly day ?

Hell is earnest :
Fiercely roll
Burning billows
Near thy soul.
Woe for thee ! if thou abide
Unredeemed, unsanctified.

God is earnest :
Kneel and pray
Ere thy season
Pass away—
Tre He set His judgement-throne,
Vengeance realy, mercy gone.

Christ is earnest,
Bids thee ¢ come !
Paid thy spirit’s
Priceless sum.
Wilt thou spurn thy Saviour’s love
Pleading with thee from Above?

TRANSLATION OF A GERMAN HYMN.
By DessLER.

“In Thy presence is fulness of joy.”—Psalm xvi. 11,
O Lord, how happy is the time
When in Thy love 1 rest,—
When from my weariness I climb
Ev’n to Thy tender breast !
The night of sorrow endeth there ;
Thy rays outshine the sun ;
And in Thy pardon and Thy care
The heaven of heaven is won.

Let the world call itself my foe,
Or let the world allure;
1 care not for the world—I go
To this tried Friend and sure:
And, when life’s fiercest storms are sent
Upon life’s wildest sea,
My little bark is confident,
Because it holds by Thee,

When the law threatens endless death
Upon the dreadful hill,*
Straightway from its consuming breath

bitter tear;

My soul hastes higher still ;
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Sh. hastes to Jesus, wounded, slain,
Aund finds in Him her home,

W hence she shall not go forth again,
And where no death can come.

1 .0 not fear the wilderness
Where Thou hast been before ;

Ny, rather will I daily press
After Thee, near Thee, more :

Ti.ou art my strength—on Thee I lean;
My heart Thou makest sing ;

A.d 10 Thy heavenly pastures green
Thy chosen fock wilt bring.

Aund, if the gate that opens there
Be closed to other men,

It is not closed to those who share
The heart of Jesus then.

That is not losing much of life
Which is not iosing Thee,—

Who art as present in the strife
As in the victory !

Wherefore, how happy is the time
When in Thy love I rest,—
When from my weariness I climb
Ev’n to Thy tender breast !
T!.e night of sorrow endeth there ;
Fhe rays outshine the sun;
And in Thy pardon and Thy care
T'he heaven of heaven is won|

E. G.

* Exod. xx.; Gal. iii. 10.

NOTHING IS I.OST
Nothin 1 is lost ; the drop of dew,
Which trembles on the leaf or flower,
Is but >xhaled to fall anew
In s mmer’s thunder-shower,
Perchznce to shine within the bow
Tha fronts the sun at fall of day ;

' Perchi nce to sparkle in the flow

Of { untains far away,

Naugt: lost, for e’en the tiniest seed,
By 1vild birds borne, or breezes blown,
Finds something suited to its need
Whe re’er ’tis sown and grown ;
Perch: nce finds sustenance and soil
In st mie remote and desert place,
Or >mi ! the crowded homes of toil -
Shec s usefulness and grace.

The tcuching tones of minstrel art,
The breathings of the mournful lute,
Whicl. we have heard with listening heart,
Are not extinet when mute
The la yguage of somne household song,
The perfume of some cherished flower,
Thoug 1 gone from outward sense, belong
To riemory’s after-hour.

8o wit1 our words, or harsh or kind,
Ttte 'ed, they are not all forgot,
They lcave their influence on the mind,
Pass on, but perish not. .
Az the 7 are spoken so they fall
Upo 1 the spirit spoken to,
Scoreh it like drops of burning gall,
Or s-jothe like honey-dew.

So wit t our deeds, for good or ill
The - have a power, scarce understood ;
Then I:t vs nse our better will
"To riake them rife with good ;
Like ¢ rcles on a lake they go,
Rin¢ within ring, and never stay :
Oh'! that our deeds were fashioned so
Tha. they might bless alway,

e

Un1/ERSITY DEGREES oF D.D.—The Sena-
tus Ac.demicns of the University of Edinburgh on
6th January, 1855, conferred the degree of D.D,
on the Rev. John Lillie, New York, and the Rev
John Torrest, A.M., minister of the Presbyte-
rian Church, Charleston, South Carolina.
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CHAPTERS ON CHURCHES.

The ensuing notice of the Greek Church,
and of the various sects in the Roman
LEmpire, with an account of their religious
tenets, and the degree of toleration extend-
ed to them by the Sultan, cannot fail, in
the present juncture, tointerest our readers.
The present struggle is 2 momentous one,
and Providence seems to be chastising
Britain, but in a cause so manifestly, to all
human ken, that of justice and truth as is
that of Britain, we cannot doubt but that
God in His own good time will defend the
right.  The position of Turkey, the as-
sunied ¢ dying man” of the Cuzar, is very
interesting.  The Crescent is waning, hut

old prejudices are yielding, and the false !

fuith of Mahomet succumbing to what
statesmen may cail the force of circum-
stances, but which Christians cannot but
regard as events in which # the Finger of
God” is plainly manifest.

From the Northern Standard.

1.—THE GREEX CHURCH

The Greek and Roman Churches differ prin-
cipally on the Popedom. It is an cld rivalry
Letween Comstantinople and Rome.  The patii-
archs of the-e two cities, who were considered
the prin ipal rulers of the Christian Chuieh, were
“ engagel,” says Mosheim, “in perpetual dis-
putes about the extent and limits of their respec-
tive jurislictions, and seemed both to aspire at
supreme authority in ecelesinstical matters.”  The
Bishop of Constantinop'e not only clainied an un-
rivaled sovereignry over the Eastern Churches
but also maintained that his Chureh was, in point
of diguity, no way infecior to that of Rome. The
Roman pentiffs beheld with impatience  these
lordly pict mnsions, and warmly asserted the pre-
eminence of their Chureh, aad its unoubted
superiority over that of Coustantinople.  Gregory
the Great distingui-hed himself in this viotent
contest; and the following event furnizshed him
with an opportunity of exerting his zeal. In the
vear 53§ John, Bishop of Comstantinople, sur-
vamed the Father on account of his exrraordinary
absiinence and austerity. asseiwbled by his own
authority a Conneil at Constantinople to inquire
into an aceusa'ion brought againt Peier, Patriarch
of Antioch, an'd upon this occasion assmmed the
title of eeumepical or universal bishop.  Gregory
resisted this elaim ; but in A. D. 616 he afterward
himaelf assumed it and beeame “the Antichrist.”
In tenets and ceremonies, with some trifling dif-
ferences, they generally agree. The Greek Church
advocates the use of the Scriptures, but she lays
us much streas on tradition ; she abounds in works
of supererogation, sell-righteousness, and indul-
gences, though she disavows these in her system;
she enjoius contession, confers absolution, enforces

enances and supports monastic institutions. Her
rilurgies. which amount to sixty-seven, the chief
of which are those ot St Chirysostom in ordinary
use, and of St. Basil. and of James of Jerusalem,
and of Mark’sof Alcxumirigx.—deny transubstan-
tiation ; but still they practically attest her belief
in the thing it-elt. =he offers prayers for the
repose of the dead,—she allows the adoration of
pictures.—she offers prayers to the Virgin and
ile saints,—she believes in miracles,—preserves
relics,—and attaches untold eflicacy to the act of
signing with the cross ; and afl these prove how
true is the prophetic description of the Eastern
Churches in the Kevelation.

The denial of the Pope’s supremacy in the sixth
century originated the Greek schism. "The denial
of this to the present hour is the great barrier in
the "way of & r:uniou hetween the Greek and
Latin Churches.  In 1848 Pius 1X made a Pap:l
acgression on the Greek Church, but the

{ the present mornent.
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anti-papal’ than the reply of even the En-
glish bishops to Dr. Wiseman in 1830. Count
Joseph de Maistre in his work, ‘“ The Pope,
considered in bLis relations with the. Chuich,
Temporal Sovereignties. Separated Churches, and
the cause of Civilization,” urges strougly in 1817
{when his treatise was first published and which
has been again republished in 1850.) the propriety
of a reunion between the Greek and Latin
Churches. This is a part of the Papal policy at
The Univers, the Tublet
and other Romish periodicals openly preach the
necessity of this reunion; for without it they
foresee great evils to the Latin Church in the
event of the Czar planting his tabernacles in
Palestine on the glorious holy mountain. Bat, so
long as the Greek Church maintains the denial
cf the Pope’s supremacy, the chance of a union
between the Greek Churches of Turkey and
Russia and the Papal Church is very slight indeed.
‘This is one hopeful feature in the Greek Church
but it is the main hopetul feature. On this basis
the Western Protestants agree with the Greek
Church on the question of the Pope’s supremacy,
but on other points they as much differ. The
Puseyites are anxious to discover a ground of
union between the Church of Ingland and the
Greek Chnrch. nor neeads this be difficult, Hor
Puseyizm and Popery, and the tenets and ceremo-
nies of the Greek Church are nearly tue same.
T'hie letter of sympathy of the four Archbishops
of England and Ireland, addressed to Bishop
Gobat, the true evangelical Bishop of Jervsalemn,
shows clearly that the Puseyite condemnation of
Bishop Gobat is not shared in by the Protestant
section of the Church of England, and that con-
demnation altogether proceeded on the ground of
Puseyism and the Greek Church being the same.
The Tractarians of England and Scotland are the
modern representatives ot the Church of form of
the fourth and fifth centuries. Ceremouies began
then to be too much prized in the Church, and
these ceremonial exaggerations led to the exal-
tation of the priest above the people, and paved
the way in the sixth century for the I'apal suprem-
acv. Buttihhe Greek schism. which then broke

off from Rome. countinues stiil the sauie Churen |

of form, and in that point of view tte Tractarians
and the Greek Chiurchareone. Let the Puseyites,
therefore, leave the Protestant Churciiof Engiand.
Let them go with Mr. Palmer to the Greek
Patriarch. They are substantially of the faith of
the Greek Church. That Church is their hone.
The Patriarch of Constantinople is their father—
not the Church of England, unor the Protestant
Arch-bishop of Canterbury. . . . -

While the Protestant Churches of England and
Seotland agree with the Greek Church on the
main ground of separation from the Pope of Rome,
let us now see more particularly i what they dif-
fer ; also in what tenets and ceremonies the (ireck

hurch and the Duseyites agree. We shall
specify some of the Greck tenets, and the reader’s
memory will show him the harmony of these
with the T'ractarian school. The Grecks style
themselves ** the One Holy Catholic and Apostol-
ic Charch ;”” so do the Papists and Puseyites
claim to be * that One Apostolic Church.” “The
Greek Church opens a door to intolerance of every
kind ; she boastfully contrasts herself with the
Church of Rome in not being a persecuting
Church.  Yet in Russia in the Russo-Greek
Church puins and penalties, and fire, anid sword
and exileare the visitations entailed on con-
tumacious heretics. The spirit of free inquiry

15 taken away; and in Platon’s Summary of |
Christiun Divinity trauslated by Pinkerton, we !

are told the Bibleis not frecly read nor circulated.

Platon says, that in*‘ conseqnence of the myster- |

ies contained in the Seriptures all cannot so easi-
ly exercise themselves in reading the Holy Serip-
tures ;”—and a.p., 1672, the Greek Church, at
the Council of Bethlehem, decided that ¢« all Serip-
ture is not to be read by the untrained,” and the
reason assigned for its ¢ indiscriminate perusal,
i8 like giving streng meat to children.” Constant
appeal is made to the Fathers, and the decisions

reply of the Greek Patriarchs was still more | of Councils are Lield binding as traditionary rules.

[a their liturgies they ‘speak of # obeying the
evangelical traditions,” and that by ** fasting and
prayer they obtain the mercy of"God.”” ‘Lheir
theory of justification may be “orthodox, but the
Greek ritual is manifestiy .the reverse, for Platon
says, ‘“lLiat superstition is not less destiuctive
which leads men proadiy to place dependence on
their own works ; for, though we ought by all
means to do good works, yel at the same “time
we are to place our hope of salvation on the mer-
cy of the Saviour,” Ths Confessional is main-
tained, The priest’s absolution is, * God for-
give thee ; and concerning the crimes which thou
hast told to me have not a single care, but depart
in peace.” On sacramental eflicacy they speak of
the ** holy sacrament of sin-forgiving baptism.”
To the godly the Council of Bethlehemsays.“ Tha
sacraments procure 1emission of sins and eternal
life.”

St Basil's liturgy speaks of them as an ¢ accept-
able defence” at the terrible tribunal of Christ.”
The Greek-Armenian ;itual says, ¢ Grant that
this bredd and this cup may be the means of re-
mission of sin 1o those who taste.” ‘The Coun-
cil ot Bethlehem, in 1672, says that “after the con-
secration of the breud the bread is changed, tran-
substantiated, transmuted, transtormed’ into the
very true body and blood of our Lord.” [n St,
Chrysostom’s liturgy, in general use, it speaks
of “this unbloody seertiice.” St Besil's hiturgy
says. ¢ Blass, sanctity, consecrate, change tiie
bread and wine. that this bread may become the
body, and that which is mingled in this cup the
precious blood,” The Greeks elevate the host with
the words “holy things for hol{' persons.”  Fach
eiement is separately raised before distribution,
while the people look on with bended * knee.”
On the notion of purgatory the Greeks in Turkey,
but particularly the Greek Church in Russia,
hoid ver?' decided views.  In theory they deny it,
and condemn all votion of ** expiatory torment in
another world.”  Butin their liiurgies they never-
theless “ pray for the repose of the dead.”
Tne Greeks agree with the Papists, how-
ever, as te Mary's perpetual virginity
as well as ler freedom from original sin: and
[ itisowe part of the Jesuits’ policy of modein
i Kome to get this wdew now established as another
addition to their creed, in the hope of better rec-
onciling the Greek and the Latin Churcles.
They use prayers and intercession to Mary and
all the saints.  They have constant recourze to
her for aid. ¢ Huil, Lady-protectress. and guard-
ian salvation of cur zouls, mother of God, our ad-
vocite-~-the port, the wall, the ladder, the bul«
wark ! have compassion on this sick person, for
be ficeth unto thee alone.” This is very like the
prayer of Pope Pius 1X on his return from
Gaeta to Rome, ¢ He trusted,” he said, * alone
in BMary.” Image worship, or the worship of de-
monology, of saints and angels and pictures of
these, aud of the Divine Father, and of Christ
and the Virgin, is the common practice of the
Russo-Greek Church.  The Greeks reject entire~
ly the doctrines of predestination, and  final
perseverance of the saints aml particulaly the
procession of the Holy Ghost from the Fathier and
the Son. The controversy about the * filioque’
proves that {hey are heterdox as to the Trinity.
{ Our creed is---“The Holy Ghost proceeding
from the Father and the Son;” their creed is-—
« proceeding from the Father only.”” In the
Czar’s dominions preaching sermons is prohibit-
ed.  The Divine service is performed in the Sla-
vonic, which is understood by few of the people,
whose spoken language is the Russ. In the vest-
ments of the ecclesiastics there is a general corres-
pondence to those of the Romish priests; and in
their instruments of music and ‘appeals to the
senges, and gorgeous ceremonials vn festival days,
they are very similar to those of Rome.  Dr.
| King, on the1ites and ceremonies of the Greek
i Church in Russia, gives an account of the bene-
'diction of the water, a ceremony of exceeding
| pomp observed on the Epiphany in commemora-
! tion of our Lord’s baptism.  In the cup they add

warm water to it, expressive of “ the fervour of
| the saints.”  They have 226 days of abstinence

i



in the year. Relics are held in great estimation ;
the Virgin's girdle is preserved in two pieces,
while Jolin the Baptist has bequeathed a head 1o
earh of the rival Chiuches---his Greek one being
found at the monastery of £t Dienysius, while the
Latin treasure the other in the Cathedral of
Genoa. Of miracies, the most noted in the Jlast-
ern Church is the annual fire said todescend from
Heaven in the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre at
Laster-tide.  But cven this the people in the East
are now beginning 1o sve as a trick.

QOf the sects in the Roman empire, and the
toleration extended to them by the Sultan, we
shall now say a few words.

In 1453 the Greek Patriarch was the only civil
head ftor Christians of whatever rite at Con-
stantinople.  Butsince then all who were notof
the Greek rite have gradually withdrawn from
his patriarchal jurisdiction. The Christian sects
in the Ottoman cwmpire are the following i~
Greeks. (Greek-Catholic, Armenian, Armenian-
Iivangelist (the most hopeful of them all). Nes-
torians, Nestorian-Catholic or Chaldean, Syrian,
Syrian-Catholic, Latin, Croatian, Maronite, Copt,
and Abyssiniun. Of the first Churches recognised
by the Porte there are the Groek and Arme-
nian Churches.  They have their agent at Con-
stantinople. The Nestorians and Koords have asg
Yet none. In like manner the Armenian and
Syrian Churches in Syria have their civil affairs
maneged by lhe Armenian Patriarch. The
Croatian Churches in Turkey in Europe are
Roman Catholics inclusive of Bosnians. Alba-
nians. and Bulgarians ; andito al lthese, within the
lest twenty years, bas the Porte granted recognis-
ed avents to conduct their civil affairs. inrd
Cowley in 1847 obtained a vizierial letter from
the Porte, confirming, fucilitating, and securing
the privileses of Protestauts in their civil and
ecclesiastical affairs, and placing them under the
direct protection of the British embassy. The
American missionaries, who are more numerous
there than the British missionaries, thanked the

present Liord Stratford for this substantial reli¢f

Srom persecution, and for this liberty of conacience.

And so lately as 24th October, 1830, a firman in
favour of Protestants was granted, which isto the
following eect :—* Whereas the Christian sub-
jects of my empire, who are Protestants, suffer
under sonte difficultiec and inconveniences, owing
to their not having yet been placed under a sep-
arate and special jurisdiction, and to the natural
inability of the Patriarch and chief ot the sect
which they "have abandoned to administer their
affairs, and whereas, conformably to the royal
solicitude. it is against my royal pleasure that any
of them should be exposed to trauble, it is my royal
will thatforthe Protestants, now forming a separate
communion, measures be taken for ensuring the
proper administration of their affars, and for
enabling therg to live in, peace and security.”
When will the Pope of Rome, or the Czar, the
Pope of the Greco-Russian Church, grant similar
toleration te Protestanis in their dominions 1 Ae-
cordingly “after this an agent for the Protestants
WAas' appbinted, chosen by themselves, and at-
tached to the department of the Minister of Po-
lice. ~He keeps an account of births, deaths and
MATTIAgEs. Franis passports, and transacts at the
Porte or elsewhere, by memorials and otherwise.
sealed with his seal, all the business connected
with Protestants in the Turkish empire.

So .m“':'h for Turkish toleration in matters
ecclesiastical and pertaining to the conscience. In
these respects it Is greatly in advance of St.
Petersburg and Rome.

{n civil matters it is equally free. The tariff
settled between Great Britain and Turkey, Octo-
ber 31, 1830, i3 of a most llbgl'al kind 1o our
commerce and navigation. It is to continue till
1853, March 13, and under it British merchants
and British interests will secure favour which
they would never enjoy. did the Czar command
the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus.

Politieally, commercially, ecclesiasticaily,
Iherefore, it'is the policy of Britain to aid the
Jurk; und, while his days are numbered in
Europe, it is more imperalively the interest of
Briain, looking to her Iudian possessions, to see
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that, on the removal of the Turk, Russia at least
shall not permanently be tolerated to oceupy the
Sultan’s threne.  For atime hemuy doso; but, if
Britain saw it to be her duty to pull down in the
Peninsula and at Waterloo the French Emperor,
much more will it be herduty, notouly to hersclf,
but to humanity and to God, to dispute every step
of the Czar’s approach, and to watch his every
movement, till at length she becomes the centre
of a world-wide alliance, eventually to overthrow
the power ol the North at the close of the struggle.
““ The bells ot time are ringing changes fast ;
Grant, Lord, that each fresh peal rmay usher.in
An era of advancement,.—that each change
Prove an effectual, lasting, happy gain.”

We have said thera are hopetul symptems in
the Greek Church for the Christiamty of the
future. Let us now mention some of the reli-
gious tenets of the Evangelical Armenian Church
in Turkey. ‘The American missionaries are the
best informed on the subject. A translation of
the Armenian Confession of Faith appeared in
the Armenian report of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreizn Missions for 1846.
Here is the Greco-Evangelical Armenian Con-
fession of Faith ; it is purely evangelical, and is,
as we have said, a good symptom of hope in the
Greek Church for the future :—

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, AND
ITS ANTECEDENTS,

The Rev. Dr. Cumming writes as follows to a
morning contemporary :—

S1r—‘ Quem Deus vult perdere prius demen-
tat.””  This is true of ecclesiastics as well as of
ordinary men. ‘ Mary,” writes The Univers,
¢ has been conceived Immaculate—~it is the faith
of the Church ; whoever denies it is a heretic !
Mary is a Chiist commenced! Mary was con-
ceived Immaculate in order to give a blood suffi-
ciently pure to cleanse the world.””

The Romish hierarchy seems bent on exhausting
the resources of fanaticism, imposture and blas-
phemy. The dogma they have discovered is bad
enough, but the language in which they proclaim
the new discovery is really shocking.

This last addition to her articles of faith is her
worst, The Papacy has often canonised dirty,
lazv and ascetic nonks, not unfrequently drawing
on Pandemonium for contributions to Paradise,
but it was reserved for I'io Nonn and our own
i« Metropolitan of Westminster,” and others to
deify a Christian woman on the 8th day of
December, 1854 ' ’

The Council of Trent refused to pronounce a
decision on the subject. According to the
appendix of the Paris edition of 1823, there were
numbers of preachers belonging to different orders,
who asserted that what Pio Nono has determined
as an article of faith was absolute heresy. Pope

. VIL., A. D. 1661, forbade any one to call that

heresy which Pio Neno has expressty and jndi-
cially declared to be so. onc intallible thns
contruadicting another infallible. From that time
to this it has been the growing effort of the Priests
of the Church of Rowe to nurse and propagate
Mariolatry among their flocks, till they were ripe
for a decision which. ciowns the Apostacy of
Rome. To show that this last decree is simply
the consolidation of the scattered opinious of one
class of divines expressed during the last 300
years, and still more plainly during the last 30,
it may be useful to select a few choice specimens
from divines of that school.

John Gerson, the Chancellor of Paris, says,
« Qur Lord reserved the kinzdom of justice for
Himsell. and that of mercy He yielded to Mary.”
Benardine de Busto says, “ Even if thou hast
committed all possible sius, go with confidence
to this most glorious lady.”  Peter Damian says,
¢+ God would not brcome man without the consent
of Mary.” Cardinal Hugo says, « Mary is the
great peacemaker who attains the recenciliation
of eneties with God, salvation for those who are
lost, and parden for sinners.” St. Benardine
says, “ In order to become niother of God, the
blessed Virgin had to be raised to « sort of equal-

63

ity with the Divine Persous by an alinost infinity
of graces.” St. Thowas of Villanova says,
“ There is something infinite in being the mother
ot H.m who is intinite.”

But the most remarkable step in this assem-
blage of antecedents 1o the decree of the Immac-
ulate Conception was the rvepublication of the
notorious ¢ Psater ” of St. Ronaventure. This
emin:ut Cardinal was sainted, among other
exceilencies, for his ¢ Mariolatry.”  His ¢ Psal-
ter 2* was long laid aside, and leit quietly in the
Vatician edition of his works, but in 1836 excerps
from it appeared in an lialian work ecailed
“ T1'buto Quotidiano.” consisting of devotions 1o
the Blessed Virgin. chiefly taken from Botaven-
ture’s ¢ Pralter.”  Sinece that year about 16 suc-
cessive editions, now belore the writer, have
appeared in Belgium. France, and Italy. he
last is dated Paris, 1852,  In order that Eneiland
miglt alco be prepared (or the decree of Pio Nono,
one ¢f the earliest acts of Cardinal Wiseman, after
his wcecssion to his see, was to authorise and
approve an edition of ** The Glories 0! Mary” by
his beloved Saint Alphonso de Lignori, and
“ cordially recommend it to the faithful,” in
which the ¢ Psalter”” of Bonaventure is quoted
in full at least 30 times, and thus archiepiscopally
applauded.  This is, perhaps, the last drop added
to the cup, the crowning antecedent to the act of
idolatry of which Pio Nono las been guilty. T,
judg-: of the amount and nalure of worship thereby
given to a creature, il is only necessary 1o select
an extract or two, premising that every Psalm
of David is withdrawn from God, to whom it was
originallv sung, and addressed to the Virgin
Marr. The 93th Psalm in our Bible is thus given
in St. Bonaventure’s ** Psalter > as approved by
Dr. Wiseman:—“ O, come, let us sing unto our
Lad ; let us heartily rejoice in the Virgin that
brinzs us salvation,” &c. The blst Psalm is
deal: with in the same way :—** After thy loving
kindness, O Lady, have mercy upon me, and
accoding to thy compassions cleanse me from
all my sins, for T will confess all iy sins to
thee.” In Psalm 110 we read, ¢ The Lord said
unto my Lady, *Sit thou on my right haud till [
make thine enemies my footstool.’” »?

Ater this perversion of Divine Scripture to
facilitate the Pope’s decree of Dec, 8, 1851, we
find. in the edition of 1the * Péalter? of 1832. the
Te Neum and the Litany both addressed to Mary :
“ Ws praise thee, O Mary; we ackuowledge
thee to be the Virgin. Al the carth doth worship
thee, the Spouse of the Lternal. To thee ail
creatures continually do cry ‘ loiy, Holy. Holy,
Mary, Mother of God, Mother and. Virgin’; the
glorious c~mpany of the Apostles praise thee us
Mother of their Creator,” &ec.

In the Litany we read, ¢ Be merciful to ns and
spar: us, O Lady : From the wrath and indigna-~
tion of God-deliver us, O Lady. In the ordeal
of the day of judgment, and from the torments of
the damned, deliver us, O Lady,” &e,

It wwiil be thus seen that the recent decree of
Pio Nono is but the crowning act of adelerminate
course. It is a terrible maturity—-bitter lruii—
an a,ple of Sodom and Gomorrah.

This brief historic statement shows that the
‘Apostacy of the Church of Rowe, doubted by
som», can no longer be denied. It may also
indu :e such reflecting minds in her comuiuuion,
but "ot jtnhued with her deadly errors, to come
out and join the increasing bands in France,
Ergland and Ireland, whose separation indicates
the decline and fall of Rome ; and surely it must
convince the disciples of recent seceders from the
Protestant Church, that, if there be defeets where
they arc—and no visible Church is perfeci—there
are Lrands and marks of Apostacy so deep, and
now so indelible in the Romish” Church, that
nothing but ignorance or funaticism can leave a
[’Yro! >stant Churely, and enter her communion.
No member of the Church of Rome can take
offerce at so authentic a statement. It is not
Drot>stant mis-representation,but faithful extracts
fron. documents of the very highest anthority.
If a1y Roman Catholic be ashamed of it, it is a
matter of thankfulvess. 1f any glory in it, he
canpot find fault with a fuithiul redection of
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what he believes. Mr. Lucas tell us in the
Tublct of December 16, 1854 ¢« The blear-eyed
and the blind advocates of error are paturally ifl
at ease in presence of those dazzling splendours,
But very lately the Protestantism of England,
foaming and disheveled like a drunken sibyl, stam-
mered andmouthed malicious prophecies about the
fail of the Church aud the Papacy. Now, how-
ever, those who have eyes to see can sze, and it
seems pretty plain after all that the sorceress
derived her inspirations as well as her fury from
the Father of Lies.” After those not very gentle
or charitable epithets it cannot be untair to reveal
« the dazzling splendours > that have made “ill
at ease the. blear-eyed and blind advocates of
error.”

The worst T wish my Roman Catholic fellow-
countrymen, to the gallantry of many of whom
we are deeply indebted, is emancipation into the
principles and liberty of that religion which Mr.
Lucas calls ““a drunken sibyl,” but which we
believe and can prove to be the inspiration and
torce and peace of the best men in our world,
and the foundation of their noblest and surest
hopes for another.

I am, Sir, your obedientservant,

JOHN CUMMING.
December 26, 1854,

THE SABBATH IN PARIS.

There are in Pavis ten Protestant places of
worship, namely, three Reformed, and two
Lutueran, connected with the state, with
eleven ministers befonging to the former, and
four to the latter; two churches and four
mianisters belonging to the Union of Evangel-
ical Churches ; and two or three places, one
of themthechapel of the Englishambassador,
in which the services are conducted in En-
glish. How many persons are present in all
these places of worship on any one Sabbath ?
We had no means of obtaining accurate inr r-
mation on this point, but believe that four
thousand would be a high estimate. Four
thousand out of a populution of 1,200,000,
Alas! for Paris and for France, so long as
this state of things continues. Before the
Revolation of 1788 Paris possessed one hun-
dred aud sixty Roman Catholic places of
worship 3 according to Malte Brun (edition ot
1842,) there are now ounly forty-one, but a
considerable number must bave since been
added. The Parisians are not a Church-going
people—the great majority being neither Ro-
man Catholicsnor Protestants,neitherchurch-
men nor dissenters, but absenters. The vast
majority of shops of all kinds are open on
Sabbath masons, plasterers, house-wrights,
and black-smiths are busy at their occupa-
tions, so that trade and business seem to be
conducted very much as on the other days of
the week. The cafés and restaurants are al}
open, and along the Boulevards thousands
muy be seen silting in the opet air aronud
tlie” doors of these houses, sipping coffee,
drinking wine, and moking cigars, like bees
when they hang in clusters around the en-
trance to their hives. The Emperror has
cansed it to be iutimated that all labour shall
be suspended on Sabbath, in the offices and
works which are directly under the control of
the Government ; and that while he wilf not
compel any one, it is his earnestidesire that
the shops should be shut, and a similar course
everywhere adopted. Mr. Cochrane, an
Englishman, has been labouring in the same
good cause, aad endeavouring ta induce
merchants and shopkeepers to come to a
mutual agreement, to close their places of
business; and, as appears, from him in a
recent number of the ¢ Times,” not without
some measure of success.
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P.8. Died at Martintown on the morning of the
22nd instant, after a short but severe illness, the
Rev. John MeLaurin, in the 42nd year of his age,
and the 18th year of his Ministry, deeply and
universally lamented by all who knew him.

It is with unfeigned regret that we this day
anvounce the decense of the Rev.John McLaurin,
late Minister of Martintown. Mr., dcLaurin
was cut off in the prime of his days, and in the
midst of the vigorous discharge of his sacred
office. As a preacher, Mr. MeLaurin bad few
equals in the Chureh ; and the breach caused by
his removal will not easily be made up in the
respectable body to which he belonged. Iis
Inrgeness of heart, and the generous catholicity
of liis spirit, conmended him to the regard of
all with whom he ever came in contact; while
the pative simplicity of his heart, his glowing
domestic affectious, and the ardour and steadfust-
ness of bis friendships, endeared him to all who
had the bappiness of being more intimately con-
nected \vith him. The high esteem in which he
was held in this section of the country could not
be more clearly manifested than by the immense
concourse of persons, of all classes and denom-
inations, who assembled on Monday last to ae-
company his mortal remains to the grave.~—Corn-
wall Constitutional, Mareh 29.
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Joseph White, Montreal,.......1855 © 6
James Chep, Ancaster,......1854-5 0 0
Lt. Col. McPherson, Williamstown,
1855 0 6
John Cameron, Esq., Dundee,...1554 6
Alex. Cattanach, Lancaster,..1854-5 0 0
Robt. Blair, Graud Bay,. .. ... 1854-5 Q 0
David Blair, ¢ « ....1854-5 0
James Gibson, Ancaster,..... L1855 6
John Russell, “ ver.e..1855 6
William Findlay, ©  ....... 1855 6
Charles Hervey, “  ....... 1855 6
James Nieol, Quebee,.. ...1852-3-4-5 10 0
Wm. Hamilton, « . ..... 1852-3-4-5 10 0
Miss Howden, Haddington, Scotland,
1853 6
John Dodds, Montreal..........1855 6
R. Brodie, “C e 1855 0
T. Peck, € e 1854 6
Thomas Patton, « Ceeeeenas 1855 6
Heary Glass, Port Sarnia,,. ....1853 6
Robert Gray, * ees.. 1855 6
6
6
6

1855

John Melntosh, Lapravie,. .. .1854-5
James McKay, Nottawasaga,...1854
Johu McAllister, * © ...1854
Joha Livingston, “ ..1854-3
Rev. D. Morris 'n. Beckwith,.,.1835
Colin Melver, Melbourne,...... 1854
John McMartin, Beaubarnots...1854
Alex. Murray, Cranston,. .. ....1853
Rev. J. Murray, Bathurst,. .. ...1855
Rev. R, Stevenson, Neweastle,. .1853
Rod. McLeod, Tabusintae,.....1855
Mrs. McKendrick, North Esk,..1855
R. Hutchison, Douglastown,. . . .1855
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W. Mackenzie, Chatham,.. . ....1855
John Mackie, “ ...1855
George Johnson, ...1855
Alex. Londoun, ¢ ...1855
Wm. Muirhead, + ...1854
James Miller, “ ...1855 O '
James Cais, “ ...1835 0
Jobhn MeDougall, « ...1855 0
Mrs. Haddow, “ ...1855 0
Rev. Wm. Stewart, « ...1835 0
John Ritehie, “ ...18561 0
Robert Nicholson, “ ...1865 0

John Russell, North Fsk,..... .. 1853
Yrancis Ellict, Moorfield,. . ... .1855
Peter Morrison, Burnt Church,.1855
George Johnstone, Napan,. . ...1855
Finlay, MeDiarmid, « ., .... 1855
Rev. W. Henderson, Neweastle, 1853
R. MeCorkill, W. Farnbaw,...1854-3
Town Major MeDonald, Montreal, 1853
Mrs. Greer, Dundas,...........1853

—

Alex. Barrie, “ ....... .. 18635
Thomas Oliver, “ ......... L1835
Charles Tough, * ... .......1855
Arrearsfor 1853, ......... L1835
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Jobn Fraser, Kingston,...1852-3-4-5
Rev. A, Wallace, Huntiugdon,1853-4
James Edgar, Esq., Kitley,...1855-6
Angus MeLeod, Picton,. .. ... 1855

Rev. A. McLenau, Gairloch,. ....1853
Mrs. (Major) Secord, Mt. Albion*1355
Peter Dickson, Binbrooke,..... 1855~
Peter Miller, “ ... 1885
Amos Clough, “« ....185 0~
Andrew Thompsen, “ ....1855
Robert Blain, “ ... 01855
Fraucis Tinline, “ ....1835
John Thompson, “ vl 1855
Qeorge Baron, “ ... 1805
Wm. MeLeod, “ L. 1805
Miss Niehols, “ ... 1855
Miss Kennedy, “ .... 1855
Thomas Dow, Whitby,........ 1855
William Dow, « ~,...... ..1855
D. Johnston, Dounglastown...... 1855
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R. Nicol, Darbam, Ormstown,. . 1855

* N. B.—“Correspondents will be pleased to add
the Rev. Wi, Johnson at Mount Albion, his place
residence.”
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