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DECEMBER, 1863.

THIS number completes the sixteenth
volume of The Presbyierian. It affords a
fitting opportunity to tender our grateful
acknowledgments to all who have befriend-
ed and supported the publication during
the past year, and we accordingly do so,
with, we trust, 8 just appreciation of their
various services. We cordially thank the
contributors of original communications in
prose and poetry; the friends who have
forwarded, from month to month, the news
of our church; the readers who have sup-
plied us with hints and suggestions, even
when we were too stubborn to adopt them ;
and, last but certainly not least, those vol-
untary agents who have kindly put them-
selves to the trouble of sccuring additional
subscribers, some of whom, we are de-
.ighted to kuow, are brethren of other
churches.  Our desire has been to fur-
iish, in an agreeable form, matter that
would instruet, ioterest, and improve all
~lasses to whom we have access, and weare
not without hope that, in some measure,
our object has been gained.

We have resolved, God willing, to con-
tinuc our round of wonthly visitation—to
nlay our little part in the history of Canada
thronghout the course of 1864, which we
hop~ will be a year of peace and plenty as
this has been—to move in all the diversified
walks into which, by our own gnod beha-
viour or the forbearance of those with whom
we would associate. we may obtain admis-
sion—prepared alike for the warm and
riendly welcome which cheers us on, and
the cold indifference which barely tolerates
aur presence. Wa would still, as hereto-

fore, mingle in the bustling acuivities of |
town and city life, modestiv fi.ding our .

acgustomed nook, in the offices of mer-
chants and the rooms of clerks, upon the

mahogany table or easy chair of the self-

~ontamed dwetling, and upon the plainer
furniture which graces the working-man’s
“ but and ben;” and still, as beretofore,
would we make our appearance in the

quieter scenes in which the villager, and the
farmer, and the pioneer of the forest pursue
their avocations throughout the land, de-
livering at their family meetings messages
of peace, words of instruction, and good
news from afar, to comfort their spirits and
soften the hardoess of their daity toil.

It is our intention to greet our readers at
the coramencement of the year in a new
and improved fashion. After mature de-
liberation, in which the counting of the
cost has been the principal concern, it has
been determined to carry out the project
indicated in the preceding number ; that

i is to say, to add four pages of reading
matter tc the contents—increasing the
number of pages frons 28 to 32—and put
on a cover of coloured paper. The ad-
ditional expense of publication will be con-
siderable, but the price of the paper will
remain the same to our subscribers—a price
which, we belicve, makes it the cheapest
magazine of its kind in the Province. Itis
hoped that this resolution will be accepted
as a proof of our anxiety to give every
reader as much as possible for his doliar,—
and that it will act as a stimulus apon
every well-wisher to assist us in extending
our circulation, and thus promoting, what
to us is the prime object of our perodical,
pamely, usefulness.

In order to facilitate the assistance upon

i which we reckon, several plans are in con-
templation. By and by, we propose to
submit a liberal offer to the Students’
Missionary Association for services to be

i asked in the way of agency, a very con-

siderable amount of money having been
agreed upon for that purpose. For the
present we order to be sent to each min-

-ister and representative eclder, whose

! name a‘ppoars on the last Synod Roll, a
copy of this number with four additional

pages in 2 cover, as & specimen of what the
numbers for the next twelve months are
| intended to be. In these, one or more

+ subscription forms are enclosed, which, we

]
|
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trust, they will take the trouble, if it be a
trouble, to get filled up and returned to the
offico before the 20th of the month, that
we may have some idea what number of
extra copies may be required. In our or-
dinary issue one such form is enclosed to
our readers in general, with the request
that each will get an order from a friend
or neighbour for a copy. 1t is also intended
to send a circular to our ministers by means
of which they may bring the matter fully
before their people.

And now, resisting the temptation of
conjecturing what the result of all this
will be, we pass on to make one other an-
nouncement before we close this editorial.
Our readers will remember that we have
repeatedly pledged ourselves to devote
whatever we might be able to spare, at the
end of this year, out of the publication
fund, to one or more of the schemes of
the Church. After paying our way, very
much to the satisfaction of all concerued,
and, we dare say, especially the publisher,
who, as sure as the year came to a close,used
to have a very troublesome ciaim against us,
we find, and almost feel awkwara at find-
ing for the first time, that we have some-
thing to spare; aud, it has been resolved
to allocate one hundred dollars to the Bur-
sary Scheme of the Church. Our modesty
has not altogether run away with our self-
consider ation, We feel as if we had work-
ed for this, some of us harder than we
care to tell. Yet if our paper has been the
instrument,we do not forget that the money
of vur readers has been the means; and, in
the name of some struggling but deserving
student, we beg to thank them. It is thus
that by our circulation good is circulated
in this world of evil—and what this turn-
ing round and round of good, from editor
to reader, {rom reader to student, and from
student, become a herald of salvation, toa
congregation of immortal souls—what this
may be, eternity, we trust, will reveal to
the astonished joy of some.

OWING to the insertion of the commu-
nication on the African South Central Mis-
sion, we have been obliged to devote a
smaller space than usual to The Churches
and their Missions, but this is fully made
up by the character of the article. We
take this opportunity of stating that we
usually give the latest news under the head
just mentioned, but from our anxicty to
have The Presbyterian in the hands of

all our readers by the first of every month, |

our magazines and exchanges are sometimes
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later in reaching us than is desirable for the
purpose. We find, however, that we are
ahead of some in thi respect. “A Reader,”
for example, has written to us to say that
he has heard intelligence given at a mis-
sionary prayer-meeting from “the last ar-
rived number of an English publication,”
which intelligence he has read six or eight
wecks before in our columns; and our cor-
| respondent, whom we thank for his letter,
wisely concludes that ¢ Home Manufacture”
is preferable to “ Foreign Importations,”
while he alleges that it is cheaper as well
as ecarlier.

THE first Sabbath of next month is the
day appointed by he Synod for taking up
the annual collection for the Ministers’
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. This is a
benevolent scheme of great importance to
the welfare of the Church. It has been in
operation for sixteen years,and during that
period has enlisted the enlightened sym-
pathy and liberal support of many friends.
In their last report the managers felt them-
selves warranted in saying, through their
chairman, that “ congregations continue to
manifest an undiminished interest in its
prosperity.”

1ts object is well known to be the mak-
ing of some provision for the families of
deceased ministers.  Such families have
oftentimes a hard struggle tc maintain a
bare respectability, even when the heads of
them are alive, but when deprived of these
the difliculty of shifting for themselves i~
very great. We belicve that, in general,
they bear their lot as creditably as others
similarly situated ; and it i. not the inten-
tion, as it is beyond the capacity, of the
scheme, to give them a position 1n which
theyshall beindependent of such etforts as
they can make for themselves. The designis
to help, and not to destroy, their own exer-
tions.

The widow and the fatherless are objects
of compassion at all times and in any cir-
cumstances ; and no amount of money can
wake up for their loss ot express the sym-
pathy to which they are entitled, according
to the dictates both of reason and veligion.
At the same time moncy is needful to pro-
cure the necessaries of life; and about the
lot of those, whom a minister leaves behind
him, there is a peculiarity too noticeable to
require a detaited statement to make it
plain.  Their case stands prominently out
. the whole district which forms the
scene, perhaps for well nigh a lifetime, of
It preseats

i the deceased one's lzbours.
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itself even to the view of the Church at
large. 1t cannot possibly fail to engage
the sympathy of any generous Chuistian
heart in the conununity ; and if any hearts
should be touched by the case, those ought
to be the most deeply affected, which the
departed ambassador of the Lord Jesus
Christ has endeavoured, by his ministra-
tions, to lead to the enjoyment of the
greatest and purest good—the blessings of
salvation. Tt is that the Church may have
ready at hand, when the occasion arises,
some tangible and certain method of show-
ing its kindly Christian consideration, that
this scheme has been instituted—a means
of magnifying the office of the ministry,
through the dearest representatives of him,
who is no longer present to magnify it by
his own words and deeds, but is still
saying by each of them, * If we have sown
unto you spiritual things,is it a great thing
that we shall reap your carnal things? ”

It is to be remembered, also, that the
congregational contributions do not cor-
pose the entire funds of the scheme, but
admit of being considerea as auxiliary to
what is done by the ministers themselves,
in behalf of their families. Out of their
incomes, in many cases very limited, the
ministers engage to do what approves itself
to be right, namecly, to make some provi-
sion for those of their own households~he
who does not leave any one to be a reci-
pient of the benefits giving equally, year by
year, with those who do; and the people
are simply asked to help them in this laud-
able endeavour. The congregational assist-
ance,compared with the amount contributed
by the ministers, is casily estimated.  Ac-
cording to last report, the ministers’ pay-
ments, at the rate of $12 from each, amount-
ed 10 81296 ; the congregational contribu-
tions, including arrcars, were $1400, show-
ing, at an average, a very little more than
the ministers’ rate.

The benefit of the scheme may be de-
termined in some measure by the fact that
there are now nineteen annuitants on the
Roll, two having been added since the
meeting of Synod, ar< the total amount
of annuity paid last year is $1790, which
will of course be increased by the additional
annuities Lo be paid this year. Itishoped,
therefore, that the scheme wiil be liber-
aliy sustained by the forthcoming collect-
lon.

ONE of the articles communicated in this
number gives intelligence rocently received
from a most devoted missionary, the Rev.
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William Ross, who has been labourivg
under the auspices of the London Mis-
sionary Society, for twenty years, in South
Central Africa.  'We are sure it will inter-
est our readers. They are indebted for it
to the Rev. Mr. Fisher, of Fiisk, Scotland,
trom whom Mr. Ross received his early
education, and to whom is due the credit
of rescuing from obscurity one of the most
devoted, heroic, and successtul missionaries
ever engaged by the great society with
which he was, connected. Mr. Ross was
well known in Scotland before he entered
the mission field. In Africa he became
the associate of Moffat and Livingstone.
He commenced his work with the fullest
confidence in the holy cause he undertook,
and in Him whose it is, and toiled on
against obstacles and discouragements, witn
all the determination and perseverance of
a man, who knows that difficulties must be
contended with, yet at the same time feels
certain of success. During the last few
years his labours have been rvemarkably
owned and blessed of God.

The communication we insert has a par-
ticular interest, from the circumstance tha.
tidings have arrived of the death of Mr
Ross. We have perused the letter coun-
taining this news, recently received by our
correspondent, from Mr. R’s widow, who
has all along becn deeply interested in her
husband’s work, and who writes, as may be
supposed, with a heart sore and perplexed,
yet with a truly admirable spirit of sub-
mission to the will of her Father in heaven.
Mr. Ross died at Likatlong. of dysentery,
on the 30th of July last, having been a
great sufferer for two months before. The
disease baftled the medical skill of his fellow
missionaries, Hughes and Mofiat, who came
to his assistance, the latter remaining until
he expired. Mr. Ross spent himself with
eutire unselfishness in his Master’s service ;
he became a willing sacrifice to his great
and noble work. The same spirit which
animated him in all the trials of his in-
tensely interesting career, supported him

¢ during his last bours of suffering. “ Never,”

says his grief-stricken widow, “ never, my
dear friend, was the power and efficacy of
the Gospel more strikingly seen ; such per-
fect peace, resigns jon, and holy joy! Ne
murmur or complaint ever escaped him
be was calm and conscious till the last
moment. [t was a privilege indeed to " e
near him. 1lle expressed his firm belief
that the seed sown would still bring forth
fruit. TIiis faith and confidence were un-
wavering to the last.”  Mrs. Ross is left in
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tiying circumstances.  She has four chil-
dren to provide for, one of them, a boy, far
away at school, had not seen Lis father for
three yeare. Ier situation in a far distnt
hicathen land is not her greatest trouble.
On the coutrary, the prospect of retiring
‘tom the scene of her husband’s labours,
ihallowed by the outpouring of leaven’s
richest blessing, the grace of salvation, is
the chief difficulty in the way of that entire
submission for which she is striving. “ The
thought of leaving a homye and sphere
which has been rendered so dear to me is
overwhelming i We Lope to insert in an
carly number 2 brief sketch of Mr. Ross’s
"abaurs, prepared by our correspondent.

WEDNESDAY, the 11th ult., was, by proclama-
:ion of His Excellency, the Governor General,
appointed as a day of general thanksgiving to
Almighty God,for bis manifold blessings vouch-
cafed during the present year to this Province,
and particularly for an abundant harvest and
continucd peace. The day was in general
appropriately observed throughout the country,
—cspecially by Protestants, who met in their
<arious churches, for public worship and the
yresentation of thankofferings for charitable or
missionary purposes. A public thauksgivieg
is an appropriate anpual observarce, which it
is the duty of the Government to appoint arvd
the people to respect.  But, while we trust it
will be kept up in future, we prefer the pro-
clamation of it, according to circumstances, te
the institution of it on a fixed day of the year,
«3 in the States; and for the reason, that it is
a0t so likely w beceme a mere formal lay,
extremely liable to abuse, but will always have
a force and a freshuess about it, tending to pre-
serve its character and answer its ends.

As to the reasons assigned for the reverential
and devout observance of the appointment this
vear, they are indeed worthy of public national
ickrowledgment.  An abundant harvest'—
Whence have come the treasures of the field?
«f whose bounty and by whose svork, have we
veer: enabled to number them among the bless-
ings of the scason 7 Unquestionably, success in
agricultural pursuits requires of those who fol-
row them the application of industry, skill,

apd watchfulness; and much better, by a long |

way, would it l¢, every year, for many portions
of this country, if these qualifications were
more commonly possessed and more diligently
sxercised. But, when the tiller of the soil has
Jone his part, to the very utmwost of his know-
ledge and ability, how little of the indispen-
~able bas he performed! Thereis no departient
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of human labour so dvpendent, a3 agriculture,
upon the ceaseless, sovereign operations of the
Great First Cause; none, in which the presence
of llis power, and the marks ‘of His wisdom,
and the traces of His goodness, are so frequent
and so visible. For, I3 it not by His wids and
rains, IHis sunshine and dews, and all ti : influ-
ences and laws which secure the distrib tion of
these, in myriads of alternations constantly
acting and counteracting—all of them so
nicely proportioned and cverywhere so sea-
sonable, yet each of them alike .above the
husbandman’s control?—Is it not by these
means that the seed which i3 cast into the
furrow, bursts, and roots, and germinates, and
thereafter springs up through the forcing earth,
“first the blade, and then the ecar, and after
that tle full corn in the ear?’ Continvance
of pe..ce!—To whom belongs all the praise of
this 1nestimable blessing, unspeakably endeared
to us, a8 we behold the neighbouring Republic,
drunk witl the blood of brothers, staggering
headlong to national ruin? Of whom is our
shicld and defence ? Whose is the interposition,
which wards from our borders the horrors and
cruelties of aational fratricide? It is unquestion-
ably a cause of thankfulness, that the Councils
of the British Government have hitherto been
ruled by asagacity, a forbearance, and & policy
of determined neutrality, equal to the occasion ;
and we may well admire the consideration,
dignity, and firmness, with which these true
statesmanlik: qualities have been represented
angd personified in the Imperial Cabinet. But
surely it is of the Providence of God, who
turneth the hearts of men as he willeth for
the fulfilment of his purposes, and who guides
the destinies of nations while he directs the
ways of individuals, that the helm of the State
is at present in such hands. Surely itis of the
doing of Him, who quells the tumults of the
people, aad makes the very wrath of men to
praise him, that we have hitherto been presers-
ed from the outbreak against us of avowed
hostility and threatened invasion.

Such are the chief of our many heaven-sent
national blessings. Ilow becoming, that at the
call of the Chief Magistrate in the land, the body
of the people should in concert publicly bow,
with filial revercnce and pious thanksgiving
before the Lord, the Giver of 2ll good, the
Gorvernor of governments; and, preserving the
spirit of this meet iribute, feel themselves
incited to preserve, day by day, a godly fear
and continuance in prayer  For, come plenty
or want, come peace or war, the Lord will he
with us 0 long as we are with him.
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Hebs of our Chuee),

PRESBYTERIES.
Orrawa.~—This Presbytery held its first meet-

ting in St.Andrew s Church, Ottawaon the first |

July las*, the Rev. Alexarder Spence of Ottawa,
Moderator. There were six miunisters and two

Elgin, Griffintown in the city of Montreal, and
the Augmentation of Grenvs.lle. The kind re-
ception they had all met with and the encourag-
ing tone which pervaded their repurts enabled

: the Presbytery to strengthen their-impressions,

elderg present. The Rev. I J. Borthwick, M.A., !

Chelsea, Hull, C.E., wasappointed Clerk.
Jno. Barr, one of the students befure the Synod
at its last meeting and lately licensed by the
Presbytery of Kingston, wag received as a
Probationer within the bounds, and appointed
to supply the vacant churches of Buckingham
and Cumberland for two months. After sundry

Mr.

regarding the importance and hopefulness ot
this Home Missionary enterprise, and to resolve
in favour of a renewal of their endeavours te

. enlist the Christian sympathy and aid of ti.e

" contribution of four dollars.

other business the Presbytery adjourned to meet
in St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa, on the second .

Wednesday of September.

The Presbytery met according to the above .

adjournment and was constituted, there being

present six ministers and four elders. Inter aliy, .
the Rev. J. Anderson of Mountain and South
(ower stated to the Presbytery, that from in- |

creasing age and infirmity he is unable to dis-

charge bhis ministerial duties to his satisfaction. !

The Presbytery appointed the Rev. W, White, .

of Richmond, to preach on the fourth Sabbath

of the current mnonthand confer with the congre- .

gation.
kinnon, Esq., were appointed a commitlee to
receive Mr.\White's report, act thereon, and dis-
pose of available supplies till next meeting.
The Presbytery then adjourned to meet in St.
Aandrew’s Church, Ottawa on 13th January,
1864.

The Presbytery of Ottawa, one of the three
into which the late Presbytery of Bathurst was
divided by the last Synod, covers a large ex-
tent of country. [t comprehends twenty-six
townsbips in Canada West, with a population
adhering to the Church of Scotland of 8767 ac-
cording to the last census. Besides this ex-
tensive territory there is also a wide stretch of
country included in the county of Ottawa C.EK.,
comprehending 40 townships. A large number
of these is but very partially settled as yet. The
Cburch of Scotland population, however, even
now smounts to 1426. Thus we have over the
whole Presbytery 10,193 adherents. For this
population there are 8 ministers and 10 congre-
gations. Here then i3 room for expansion, and
we have no doubt we shall receive, from time to
time, encouraging news from this Presbytery,
sitowing that it is alive to the cause of Christ
and his Church in the locality under its juris-
diction.

MoXTREAL.—AnN ordingry meeting was held
at the asual place on the 4th ult. Present, Revs.
J. Cameron, Moderator, Dr. Mathieson, W.
Simpson, A. Wallace, J. McDonald, W. Snod-
drass, J. Patterson, V. Masson, J. Black, and
W. Darrach, and A. Morris, Bsy.,, M.P.P,
Rider. After the sustaining of minutoes and
several eldere’ commissions, very interesting
and valuable reports of missionary labour were
read by the Rev. W. Cochrane, the Rev. J.
Fraser, and Mr. C. I. Cameron, giving details
of their effortg in their respective fields, namely,

The Moderator, Clerk, and John Mac-

people within 1he bounds, in its behalf. The
people of Elgin had fully sustained their weehly
Messrs. Cochrane
and Fraser were continued in their fields In
consequence of the appointment of Mr. Cameron
t®a most important sphere.adjoining the chargs
of Melbourre, in the Presbytery of Quebee, his
services were no longer available. It was de-
termined, however, that the tield from which he
withdraws should receive il the attention the
Presbytery migh’ be able to give. Arrange-
ments were then made, similar to those of last
year, for a series of missionary meetings, to be
held in the montns of January and February,
and embracing all the congregations and sta-
tions within the bounds. The printing and
distributing of a report for the year anud a pro-
gramme of the proposed meetings, sketches of
which were snbmitted, was referred to the
Home Mission Commuttee, who were also d:-
rected to find supplies for Laprairie and make
arrangements for the dispensation of the Lord's
Supper there, if possible, in the wonth of Jan-
uary. After ordering Session Records to be
brought up to the next stated mecting, on the
first Wednesday of February next, the Presby-
tery adjourned.

Toroxto.—IHous Misgion.—A very full ang
interesting printed report of the Home Mission-
ary operations of the Presbytery of Toronto
has reached us. This is the largest Presbytery
in the church, and, a8 is becoming, it takes the
lead in systematic and increasing efforts at
expansion. The report before us cuvers the
interval between Nov. 1861, and Secptember
1863, nearly two years, and is carcfully pre-
pared, it is evident, with the view of pre-
senting 83 strong and pointed an appeal for
the punctual fulfilment of obligations and the
exercise of a growing liberality on the part of
the vpeople, as the facts of the case admit of
It is a capital example of the argument wkich
rejoices in the strength it derives from a good
work well done, and we trust it will be abuan-
dantly successful in opening the hearts of those
to whom it is addressed,so that the Presbytery,
relieved of every bmden, may be greatly en-
couraged to continue its noble enterprise in be-
haif of & benefited and grateful people. But
what is the argument? During the year 1862
service was maintained at eleven stations by =
staff of five missionaries, one of them an ordain-
:d minister, and another 2 licentiate, in addi-
tion to the members of Preshytery. In 1868
the number of gtations was innrensed by six
and that of labourers by two. By this agency
several fiourishing congregatious have br-p
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added to the Presbytery Roll; others are ripe
for the settlement of ministers; and the minis-
trations of the Gospel have been brought occa-
sionally tomany of the dispersed and spiritually
destitute children of the Church, over a wide
extent of country. S1401.57 have been raised
and expended during the time covered by the
report, and the Presbyter: is yet liable to the
amount of §980 for the salaries of missionaries.
Reader, do you live within the bounds of the
Toronto Presbytery, aud does it gratify you to
be told of the efforts which your ministers and
other office-bearers are making in behalf of
church extension? Let the foregoing argu-
ment comstrain you to give ungrudgingly, ac-
cording to your ability, in bekalf of this glori-
ous, soul-saving cause.

CONGREGATIONS. "

St. Pavy's, MoxtrEAL.—Acopy of the An-
nual Report and financial statement of the
managers of the temporalities in printed
form, for the year ending first September
last, iz before us, and shows, we are glad to
see, & goud and prosperous menagement. The
total revenue is $5211.51, including two lega-
cies of 3400 each, applied according to bequest
to the reduction of the debt, anda balance
from last year of $160.30. There isan increase
in all the sources of income—pen7 rents, ordinary
Sabbath collections, and collections for special
purposes. Uf the last there appears to have been
seven during the year; and it isin this particu-
lar that the greatest enlargement is perceptible.
The amount is 31021.85, compared with $489.-
50 the previous yrear, showing an increase of
€532.35. This notice does not include the Sab-
bath school, in connection with which the
children in attendance contributed $59.05 for
missionary and other purposes; nor does it in-
clude the operations of the ladies’ Dorcas
socie*y by which $212.23 +-cre expended on
clothing, fuel, and other necessaries for the
poor, chiefly during the course of the winter.
The practice of distributing an annual printed
statement has been followed by this congrega-
tion for & number of years. This practice has
been repeatedly recommended in The Presby-
terian ; and it affords us pleasure to know that
the number of congregations that have adopted
it iz gradually on the increase, in every in-
stance, we believe, with satisfactory resuls,

St. AxpREW's, HesTinGgDpOx.—It is interesting
10 notice the erection, from time to time
of new churches in connection with our beloved
Zicn, in this land. A most praiseworthy
cifort to this end has been made by the congrega-
tion of Ifuntingdon Canada East. This field has
been occupied for about twenty-five years.
Some time ago, a portion of the congrega-
tion, residing at a distance from the village
of Huntingdon, built a stone structure for
the worship of God. Among these the Rev.
Mr. Cocbrane, rccently from Scotland, has
been labouring with much success. The re-
mainiog part of the congregation has just
succeeded in completicg a new and substantial
church, in which they tco may worship the
God of their salvation. The latter structure
is erected on the site of their former place of
worship. [tis a building of about 66 feet in

|
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length, and 44 in breadth, and i3 capable of con-
taining, when the gallery is introduced. about
500 persons.  The pulpit is erccted on the plat-
form principle, and manifests much wste in its
decoration and finish. The aisles are sufficiently
ample, each being about six feet wide. The pews
are construcied with seats and backs slightly
sloping, which is a great improvement upon
the old method of seating churches. Within
the last few days the congregation has added
to their church a neat chandelier, nendant from
the roof, as well as pulpit lamps, and other
lamps where necessary. On the whole,the peo-
ple have reason to feel pleased with their large
and beautiful edifice. We trust the God of the
Temple will at all times fill this house with
His presence ; and that it may be said of mul-
titades through long periods to come, that they
bave been born to God, and to the hopes of a
bigher and better life, through the Lord Jesus,
withia its walls.

WesT GwiLLIMBLRY.—A new Sabbath School
was opened last June, at West's Corners, in
connection with the charge of the Kev. W, Mec-
Kee. An encouraging success seems 10 have
attended the cxertions of Messrs. Armson and
McKay, who were mainly instramental in orig-
inating it, other friends, male and female,
kindly giving their assistance. A lo~al paper
contains a lengthy account of a pic-nic for the
children and a meeting for the parents held
on the 4th ult., on the closing of the school for
the summer. It was determined to resume
operations in spring, and the bope was ex-
pressed that & much greater interest would
then be taken in it. The pastor announced his
entire satisfaction with the management of the
school and the system of instruction pursued
in it.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.

Dr. Lawson, who fer several years ably filled
the chair of Natural History and Chemistry
in Queen’s University, has resigned that posi-
tion, and left Canada for another sphere of la-
bour in our sister Province, Nova Scotia.
fis contributions to our knowledge of Canadian
Natural History, which bave appeared in the
transactions of some of our local societies, but
more especially in the Edinburgh New Philo-
sophical Journal, and the Transactions of the
Botanical Society of Edinburgh, are numerous
and well known; and his efforts to promote
the study of Botany in this Province by the
establishment of & Botanical Society have
been very successful.  Ere leaving the Univer-
sity an address, signed by nearly one hundred
and fifty of the graduates and undergraduates,
was presented tobim. We anderstand that in
addition to the Professorship of Natural History
in Dalhousie College, Halifax, there is every
prospect that he will be intrusted with the
Geological Survey of Nova Scotia— sn impor-
tant work which has hitherto been delayed,
only by tho large outlay required in employing
scientificmen who would devote their sole at-
tention to it.

The local Board of Trustees of the University
bave appointed Robert Bell, Esq., of the Geolo-
gical Surve, of vanada, and iately Lecturer
on Geology in Morrin College, Interim Pro-
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fegsor in Dr. Lawson’s place.  Mr. Bellis a son
of the late Rev. Anldrew Bell of L'Orignal, and

brother of the Rev. W. Bell, of Pittsburgh. :

Mr. Bell has been gradually makung himself’
known in the scientitic world. I has beer. for
several vears a contributor to the Annual Re-
portsof Sir William Logan, and is the author of
varivus mewmoirs which have appeared in the Ca-
nadwn Naturalist and {7eologst a3 well as other
valuable papers. He is the first instance of o
Canadian-born gentleman being elected to fill
an Art’s chair in Queen's University. Andon
this and other grounds we congratulate him on
his appointment.  We believe that his ap-
pointment cannot be made permanent before
the next general meeting of the Trustees. Mr.
Bell studied at McGill College, where he re-
ceived the degree of Civil Engineer and Land
Survevor, and other honours in Natural His-
tory.

TEMPORALITIES FUND.

The fullowing circular has been addressed to
minssters.  The result of the scheme so far, is
$5,510.67. The “ annexed statement” will be
found on the cover of this number.

Reverexp Sir.—I have again, on behalf of
the Committee of the Temporalities Board, to
call your attention to the scheme adopted by
the Board, and approved by the Synod, which
bas for its object to secure the payment to ail
the Ministers of the Church of £50 per annum
from the funds at the disposal of the Board.

The Synod, as you arc aware, bas recom-
mended the Board to pass a law, rendering the
payment of 850 annually to the Temporalities
Fund, imperative in the case of all congrega-
tions whose Ministers are not privileged by the
commutation. This recommendation will no
doubt be carried into effect at the meeting of
the Board, which takes place in November;
and the success of the scheme will thenceforth
depend mainly ou the spirit in which it is met
by the congregations of Ministers receiving
£11210s. and £100. Should it meet frum them
with the generous support towhich it is entitled,
the Board will be enabled to pay the allowance

f
-

of every Misister on the roll: zhould, on the
other hand, the suppurt accorded by the com-
muting Ministers be but partial, the Board will
only have it in its power to pay u portion ot
the non-commuters.  Of the commuting Minis-
ters, it will be seen by the annexed statement,
that gome sent last year no contritmtions
whatsoever ; that twenty sent the full sum of
£12 105, and many of them over that sum:
while twelve made contributions which amount-
ed to less than £12 10s, ;

I have further to state that it is expected
that the contributions to the scheme should
come, not from the Ministers, but from the
people; and that in wealthy congregations an
effort should be made, not only to send the
£12 10s,, but as large a sum as possible, to a
scheme so intimately connected with the pros-
perity and progress of the Church.

1 hope soon to hear from vou, with a favour-
able statement of what is being done in tius
metter by your Congregation, or & liberal con-
tribution to the scheme. I am, Reverend Sir,
your vbedient servant. Joux Coox.

PRESENTATION.

Mr. James C. Smith, M.A.—During the sum-
mer vacation Mr. Smith, student of Theology at
Queen’'s College, was employed by the Presby-
tery of London tu labour as & missionary among
the scattered adherents of the Churchin the
townships of Norwich and East Bedford, C.W.
In addition to his other duties Mr. S. formed
the young adults, who were in connection with
the Sabbath Congregation, into a Bivle Class,
with which he met regularly once a week. That
the members of the class were deeply interested
in the proceedings of this weekly meeting was
manifest, not only from the.r punctuality and
spirit of earnest ingniry, but also, from their
presenting to Mr. Swith, on the eve of his de-
parture for College, an address expressing in
the kindliest terms, their appreciation of his
zervices as their teacher and their regret at
his leaving them. These yuung persons further
evinced their gratitude to Mr. S. by presenting
him with a purse well filled with money.

Articles  Gommunicated,

MISSION WORK IN CENTRAL SOUTH
AFRICA.
Tavxe Distrier.

The followning are extracts of 2 letter lately
received by our correspondent, the Rev. Mr.
Figher, of Flisk, Scotland, from the Rev. Wm
Ross.

GrEAT DRoUGHT aNDp Scarcity oF Foop.—

which demands remark, is the present long-
continued drought. In travelling along the

- supply of water.

Hart or Koloag River, instead of drinking -

water out of the pools,

here and there

in’

the bed of the river, wells have now been dug,
and our people have to throw out the water
with 2 small vessel into & place like a trough:
and only two or three oxen can drink at a
time. In short we seem to be exactly situated
both for water and grass, as in the days of the

i patriarchs; the famishing flocks and herds
. must stand long to wait their turn.
I have just returned from vigiting the out- !

posts of the Mission, and the very first thing _among ‘e grass, so very dry and scanty,

Hence
instead of pasturing as long as requisite

much of the time is spent in procuring a full
As to human food, it iz un-
comonly scarce, and very difficult to be pro-
cured. Very lately, however, a most providen-
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tigl provision has been made, I may say, as
wonderful as the supply of quails to the Isruel-
1tes in the wilderness.

ProvipeNTiAL SUepriy.—4A very extraordinary
collection of * blesboks, an antelope with a
white forchead, hias appeared upon a cerisin
part of the banks of the Vaal river; and thev
are 5o weakened by the severe drought, that
when in search of waier they can be driven, in
great numuers by gatherings of people, into
suitable places of the dried up river, and thus
naot & few of them are killed, and vsed for food.
Their skins can be made into karosses by our

industrious people, and much marrow can be

yvrocured from their bonee, besides the meat,
whichis uncommmonly dry. *“The people asked
2nd be broughbt quails and satisfied them with
the bread of beaven.”

In the very trying circumstances, ] bave -

jctitioned his Exceliency, Governcr Wode-

house, for a supply of ammaunition to procure @

game, and Le has very promptly answered my
request; <o that by bunting. and ‘avoured by
our Heavenly Father, as well as by men in
potwer, absolute starvation is prevented in very
zany instances.

Sorr Prosremirr.—Bat, 2ithough food is so
uncommonly scarce in this trying season, the
work of God in the souls of many of oar people
wgs mever at any time so remarkable. QOar
meetings for preaching and prayer sre at all
Umes particularlr well attended., and multi-
tudes ofinguirers for salvation srefound in every
<orner of the extensive Mission. * This is the
Lord’s dolng and it is marvellous in onr eyes.”
# Jt is not by might nor by power, bot by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts™ I am indecd
overwhelmed in wonder, love &ad prais.!?

Grxxxat Svccxss ix Missioy Wong.—I had
much plexsare in giviag the people of Boot-
~3zgp a Sabbatb-dar’s preaching, and of sd-
ministening the holy ordinances of Baptism and
she Lord's Sappes. A very great anmber of
<andidates for commanion witk the Charch,
=3s brought forward for cxamination on the
Friday previoas of whom twelve were foond
«oalified, =s far as men canjodge, They were
re~gived into the Charch on Satarday by e
voic of the Charch membzors. Bight had re-
ceived baplins ia infancy, the other foar were
K10 baptized on the Lords day, and =il sat
doxn 31 the Lord's table in the afternoon. It
3s troly plexsant W see the children of chareh-
members, most of whon I haplized maay vears

ago. coming forward 0 take the place of theis |

seainrs. Jwas also moch pleased o findtwo so3s
of car ol door-Xeeper, Luskolobe, of whom xon
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formerly heard, among the inquirers, who still
remain. They seein 1o have escaped heathen-
ism, though their mother is sull u der its
charmms.  Their father Leing long dead, they
now iive with one of the Church- mcmber; at
Bootchaap. Two imarringes were solemnized
on Monday, and the banps of three couples were
givenin to be proclaimed for the three follow-
ing Sundays.

A Mmace—Proceeding to Maye-a-Khoro
nothir £ particular occurred. but the spectacie
" of 2 mirage. 1may give vou a hint on the
veautiful sight, in general, 2s often viewed by
It is always secn upon the distant ho-
rizon, asnd at various times of the day. Some-
times it iz like 2 magnificent and lofty hridge
apparently spanning from hill to hill.  Again
. some distant object appears to be cxalted in the
atmosphbere to an amazing height. At other
times # sugar-loafed hill kas the appearance of
* a Corinthiza pil’ar.  Hut pever ataony time is
{itso near, as fo- on¢ W imagine he could stoop
! to drink of its apparent waters; though many
have been deceived by its beantifully nainted
streams, stadded with islands, which, after all,
turn out to be some littic eminences or tops of
distaat baskes,

Caxtisteo Prosrreity —Weattived at Maye-
a-Khoro on Tuesday afternoon, having at this
time a well-fnished native chapel. A meeting
for hearing the Gospel was soon called by the
cchoing born. 1 preached from “ The wages
of sin is desth, but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."-—an aw-
ful warning, and the sweetest consolation.
May the former be taken, ®nd the lstier cter-
naliy enjoyed! Two marrisges were ready to
. be solemnized at the conclasion of the meeting.
i After which I examined ail the anxious inguir-
y o8 for salvation who were at home; the fail
i
!

us.

number is twenty-six, bat some were scattered
 on account of their several avocations.
Porreaxy Axp Bispor Conrsso.—Two poly-
gamists have castof all their wives except the
first, and are repenting and pleading for forgive
aees befote God azd ths church. I do fearthst
the very doabifel subject of polrgamy in the
chiarch, advocated ty Bishop Galeasa, Post Na-
tal, will do = world of misshisf. He is bald to
i s2F that we who nefuse polygamists are =it
] wroag, acd tkat e do more harm than good
l by cansing the concabiaes o be lefR ar pat
) away. I do humbly think that the learned doc-
| tor is wrong ; for where coaccbines are, thereis
' sirife ond Gie cury ntleresd conliention. Noprace??
i 1 Petes, §i. v. 1. * Whencfore, laying aside all
. eavies,” is sarely the lax of 2 Christiaa family.

- m—— e



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

StaTE oF MR. Ross's rinst ExcavaTion.—At
Taung the cause of Ged prospers gre.tly ; the
only present hindrance is the want of a good
chapel, which I hope will soon be built. There
i3 a great multitude of candidates, who seem
o have very sound views of the Holy Scriptures,
and many of them are quite zble to read ang
search them with propricty. The indwelling,
teaching, and direction of the Holy Spirit can
make them all, what Clirist, their Lord and
Master, wounld have them to be. 1f polvgamists,
with their concubines, were allicwed to enter !
the church and its communion, Mahura, the ;
chief, and hundreds more would join us imme-
diately.  Just supposec a church of 460
Christian men, with all their concubines and |
wives; it could not possibly be = church “with-

out spoi, or wrinkle, or ary sach thicg.” But
as our cxalted Skviour said of the meeting of
Scribes aad Pharisces, it would be a complete
den of thieves; and our greatest desire is to
“ have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkncss, but rather to reprove them.? '

Toe MissioNaRY's cAUSE oF Harrixess—The .
church members of Taung, Manlhe, 2nd of the
Baroloag arc jealous over ome another with !
godly jealousy, and the many instances of |
their strictness give me great cemfort as their
missionary. Their meetings arc large and well |
reported of, cven by strangers; their schools
arc well attended, and make considerable pro-
gress . their anxions inquirers seem to be taught
by the Spirit of God; and the walk of believers
before o wain, deceitful world, is, gs far as [ can |
see and judge, n triumph of Divine grace. No- .

i
:
|
i
!

ihing short of the working of the Holy Sirit -
could show such aresult, and 1do hope that :
by God's blessing and direction His blessed
eause will be handed down to futare genera- |
tions purc and entive. { desiee to think very
hambly of myself indeed, bat I vount it an un-
speakable honour, .kat ever I was directed to
the thousaads of Toung to be s witness for
God. The TU. P. congregation, Moffat, (and ,
the Bamairi branch school) bave 2 noble native
toacher in Gaseborive Mofhat, who gives me in- .
creasing joy and nejoicing ; for besides teaching °
and addressing at Mantbe, he wisits Teang and
the Ravolong freqreatiy ; and being a consistent
saline deacker, be is greatly respeciad and has .
greatinfivence for grood.

N5 vor Tzacumas. — It is traly pleasant
to e to witness the good work making stexdy -
progoess, ia sach 2 time of very long continued |
drought, of a very great scareity of food; xad
thre the cducationsl department is making pro-

gezk, for while twe bave only Gve Cuspels, we 0
- alaw suit for the recovery of the chare

have eleven vesy respeclable schools, sad all

' you all think, that [ am a bappy man.
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making decided progress. If [ bad & few more
Europeans a3 teachers, great would be the re-
sult. )

State or Missiox Fierp.—A lihough many ol
our desar people are scattered in all the country
around, the Report this year is the following, 25
near a3 can be reckoned. There are in my ex-
tensive district three native teachers, and eight
schoolmasters, . The supposed average nttend-
dance upon public worship is1135. There are
five chapels and cleven schools. Twenty-nire
new members have been received into the church.
forty-nine children baptized, and twenty-eight
marriages solemnired during the past vear
The total number of communicants 721, aad
cighty-fire anxious inquirers remain. Abose
370 scholars in all the schools. Four charch
members died during the year and they 21l had
a good report among their fellowmen as sia-
cere Christians. The contributions to the funds
of the Society with severe losses by diseaseand
long continued are on the increase. All our
Chapels are in good order, the one at Tauvog
cxcepted. We have just buiit a wing to Lik-
atlong chapel about 39 feet by 21, and aic pre-
paring for building another on the opposite side,
of the same dimensions. It is pleasant to stale
that, though many of our people hase gone out
among the farmers in quest of food, three men
arc cmployed in teaching their countrymen.
and our dear daughter, F., kas alarge class o:
Bechuaras, in the SabbathSchoo. at Fawiesm tl.
in the Orange Free State.

RexXNeRANCES 1IN TAE WILDZRNESS THAT Was.
T ofien think of the many, many Fife folks, as welt

. asthe other fricnds whom I bave become acquaa-

1 dare say
Iam
happicr than you know, because the Lord ias
placed me in such a large 2nd fraitfol Seld. He
has set my feet in a large room. The lines

have fallen to me in pleasant places, and !

have a goodly beritage. Remember me kindly -
I mean give my best salutations to Dr. Leitet:,

ted with in my African lifetime.

' if T dare say the Right Honomble Lord and

Lady Kinnzird, the Honorable iirs Ogilive
¥:. and M3 Senderson, of Patk; Laicd Play-
fxir, Mr Greig's family, Principal Tolloch, M-,

' Borwick, Railivllet, Mr. A Henderson, M:.

Honey, &c., &c.

NOTES OF A VISIT TO TEHX LOWER
PROVINCES.
By Privarat Lercen.  (Coacluded.)
Picton County, July 14—Drove in ihe
cvening 10 New Glasgow. Met the Rev. Dr.
Biaikic of Boston. Ile has been c:xrrj'i..? on

Lol
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the late Dr. Channing. It seems that, by
the original deed, the church required to
adbere to the doctrine and discipline
of the Church of Scotland, snd it is
held that the Unitarians have lost all
claim by departing from both. The mat-
ter is not finaily settled, and the strongest
opposition may be expected, as this case
may rule many otber cases. Dr. Blaikei,
though not a minister of the Church of
Scotland, stili holds that he maintains her
doctrine and discipline more closely then
she does herself.

July 15,~Squire McKay, M.P., drove
me to Saltsprings, one of the charges of
the Rev. Mr. McKay. The squire corres-
ponds to a justice of peace in thie old coun-
iry, angd as the appointments are, in general,
judiciously made, e exercises much influ-
<oce on the community around. Al the
squires T met with are men of great intel-
Yigence and sagacity, and strong?y attached
tothe Church of Svotland, From this class
the members of parlianient are gencrally
chosen. The people prefer men of position
and influence in society to clever adven-
turers. It is nol swealth, however, that
gives position. Few legislators cither of the
Upper or Lower House are rich men. Aun
boncrable member may be seen following
the plough or wiclding the axe in the forest,
Al the respect duc to wisdom and worth
is freely accorded, though the possessor be
as poor as his neighbours. There i3, how-
ever, no sbsolute poverty. The people
seem all to live in comfort; but there ave
not many that rise mouch above the ordin-
ary level. They all farm about 100 acres,
half of which may be under the plough.
It is net profitable to work more, farm
iabour being so expensive.  The only rich
men are the shop-keepers in towns and
villages, and their number is small. These
remarks apply only to the county of
Pictou, the stronghold of the Church of
Reotland. There is a widely different statcof
thirgs in the othier counties of the Province.

We  passed through the region of
barrens where the Moose deer roams.
Ome was s~en crossing the road two days
before.  The farmer's son who saw it do-
senbed it as trotting over the fences with.
out pausing to take a bound. One is at
first astonmished that such huge animals
cond ubsit in 2 scttled country, like
Nova Seotin,  These barrens arg, however,
of vast extent, affording abundance of food
and a fair chance of escping the hunter
The Indian, at certain seasons, makes them
an easy prev 1y imitating their call, and
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thus wiling them within reach of his
rifle. The blue jay frequently crossed our
path and gave hope, by its loud screams,
that we should soon have rain, but this
prognostication of the natives proved delu-
sive. Iarrived at the Church of Gairloch
in good time for the afternoon service, this
being the fast day. After the service I
delivered an address tc the people on
Church matters.

Saltsprings, July 16. It was with regret
1 bade a%iefs to they Highlanders of the ﬁ-
ty of Pictou. I felt refreshed in no ordinary
measure by the warmth of their feelings and
their religious earnestness. The weather was
intensely hot, and I bad to travel, almost
every day in the week,long distancesin open
carrizges exposed to the sun, yet the in-
terest made one forget the fatigue, so that
I was not conscious of any unususl effort
till the work was over. 1 cannot pass from
the subject of the state of religion in Pic-
tou, without expressing a regret that so few
should obey the command of Christ: “Do
this in remembrance of me.” The seru-
ples that Jong existed in the north of Scot-
land still linger here, so that few venture
to sit down at the Lord’s table.  The good
sense and the scriptural views of the High-
landers of Nova Scotia are now leading
them to see, ihat the ordinance is not de-
signed fo nurture the spiritual pride of the
few bot to aid the faith of the many : al-
ready a goodly number of the young bme
been induced to come forward.

July 17.—Left Mr. McKay’s hespita-
ble manse by stage coach for Truro
on my way to Halifax. It is gdue
very much to Mr. McKay’s efforts that so
wany miscionaries have been secured for
Nova Scotis. He went home for the pur-
pose of engaging them, and the excellence
of the sclection is to be attributed to his
skilful discrimination. Stopping at Truro
I learned that our misdionary, Mr.
Phillips, recently settled there, is giving
promise of great efficiency. In going by
rail from Truro to Halifax, we skicted
namerous picturesque Iakes ; most of them
very long and narrow. They form the line
of the Shubenacadie canal, connecting the
bay of Halifax with the bay of Fuudy.
These lakes are $o numerous, that only 2
mile or so of canal culling was necessary.
The character of this tract of country is wild
in the extreme. The surface is everywhare
strewn with huge blocks of stone and tra-
velled bounlders. At the Windsor junction
particnlarly, the aspeet of the country is
very striking. The whole is 2 confused
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mass of angular blocks of gquartzite, with
bardly a tuit of vegetation. Onarriving at
Halifax, I took up my abode with the Rev.
Mr. Scott of St Matthew’s Church. He
has now retired from active duty after a
long period of exemplary faithfulness and
singular wisdom in the service of the
Church of Scotland. The acting minister
is the Rev. Mr. Grant, who, after a very
distinguished career at Glasgow College,
came out to serve the Church of Scotland
in his native proviuce.

Halifax, July 19—DPreached in St. Mat-
thew’s church in the forenoon. This
church was originally a Union Church,
composed of members belonging to different
religious denominations. The members
were Congregationalist loyalists from New
England, and Beottish Presbyterians. They
compromised matters by electing a min-
ister of the Church of Scotland to satisfy
the Presbyterians, and by using Watts’
version of the Psalms to please the Con-
gregationalists. By the constitution, the
misister can be chosen from any religious
body, and the congregation bave the sole
right of removing him. This, theoretically,
s ot a very satisfactory constitution, but,
practically, under the prudent and judicious
ministry of Mr. Scott it has worked very
well.

Halifrx, July 20—In the evening a
church meeting was held in St. Andrew’s
Charceh, the Hon. Mr. McNab in the chair.
After 1 addressed the people on the usual
topics, Mr. Grant spoke with special refer-
ence to Dathousie College. This was fol-
lowed by & speech from the Chief Justice,
whe has cntered warmly into the project.

duly 21.—A pablic meeting was held
to hear Mr. Mcfree cxpound the sub-
iect of & unian of the British Provinces, and
the construction of an international railway.
The meeting entered enthusiastically in.o
the views of the speaker.  All scemed to
be taken by surpnise with his chaste and
classic oratory.  The speaking by the
other parties was highle creditable to the
Province. Mr. Howe, the leader of the
late government, amused the mecting very
much by exalting the American virtue of
bragming.  Wherever he travelied he feit
it his duty to brag of Nova Scotiz, and
if he conld not gain an advantage on
any other ground when speaking to fureign-
ersy he was sure to be tnumphant when he
asked. How bigh are your tidest Novs
Xootia howerer, cxn boast nat only of the
largest tides, but of the largest cosl seams
aud the largest deer in the world.
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July 23 —Visited the Nile war-
ship lying in the harbour, uunder the
guidance of Dr. Reid, the chief medical
officer. 1 found that, from the Admiral
downwards, the officers are chiefly Scotch-
men ; we felt quite at home in having the
members of well koown Scoltish fami-
lies pointed out. Commander Ball, son of
Capt. Basil Hall, explained the construc-
tion and the management of the Armstrong
zun with which the ship was armed. The
sailors Jook upon this breech loading piece
with considerable apprehension, as the
breech is sometimes blown out by the force
of the charge. When the gun is to be
charged, the breech is quite open. The
charge isput in ; a flat breech piece is then
applied, and a screw similar to the cell of
the glass of atelescope isscrewed downupon
it. The whole force of the charge is
| thus thrown upon the thread of the screw
! which sometimes gives way. Sometimes
the flat breech piece is expelled. The
midshipmen cnjoy a training very different
from that of former times. They are kept
! hard at work in the school room, aund
| bave the look rather of undergraduates

thar of sailors.

July  26—Preached in  Chalmers
Churzh in the forenoon, and St. Matthew’s
in the afternoon.

July 28.—Spent the night at Windsor
Coliege, the oldest in British America.
It is delightfully situated on a rising ground
at some distance from the town. It-is
connected with the Charch of England, and
is the training school for the clergy. The
Arts course is three vears and the students
preparing for the ministry recsive their
theological education at the same time, but
they have to attend s fourth year which is
exclusively devoted to theolugy. This is
not so satisfactory as the course of the
. Church of Scotland, which requiresthe Arts

course to be completed before the theologi-
cal studies commence. Professor Everett
! is engaged in an interesting series of observa-
*ﬁons on aunospheric electricity with the
{ #id ol ingenious appamtus furnished by
i Professor William Thomson, of Glrsgow
; College. e has also & small sstronomical
j observatory with an altitude and aximuth
i circle by Ramsden. The residence of Judge
Haliburton is close to Windsor. Ilis re-
putation ss 2 writer, however, is not so
high as in England ; most of the villagers
think ther counld write as clever books
themselves.

July 29.—Soon after leaving Windsor
we pasted the vegion of Grand Préand the
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river Gaspereau, the scene of Longfellow’s
Evangeline. The fog was, however, so
thick, that I could not appreciate the beauty
of the landscape. The French are siill found
in considerable number all along the head
of the Bay of Fundy where dyke lands
exist. I landed at Passboro, and drove by
stage to Ambherst, a distance of 30 miles.
July 80.—Left Amherst for the Joggins.
It was necessary to cross the Bay of Cum-
berland, one of the secondary bays of the
Bay of Fundy. Here tle tide rises about
70 feet at spring tides. When the tide is
rising, a bore is formed, that is, a perpen- ,
dicular white crested wave rushes up the
shallow beach and the estwarivs. The |
swine feeding on shell fish ou the mud
flats, take instantly to flight when they
hear the first roar of the bore advancing on
the land. The ferry boat being unable to
come nearer than afew yards of theshore,I
drove out to her, but, although this re- |
quired only a few secords, the driver could ,
with difficulty get to land with his borse ;
and waggon, the tide baving nearly covered |
both. The water is of a yellowish brown
colour from the mnud suspended in it. At
every tide a deposit of mud is left, and thus
the fertile dyke lands are formed. They re-
ceive this name from the dykes formed to
keep out the sea. In this dyke Jand therc are
deep water courses. These are crossed by
what is termed an abitou, being a bridge, -
with flood gates to keep out the sea at full
tide and allow the stream to flow at
ebb tide. I was hospitably entertained by
Mr. Seamans, who, from s vast terntories

. —— —————— i —

receives the name of the king of Mirudie. |
He made his fortune by a grindstone quar- %
ry on the coast. Mr. Cutler,who leases the .
quarry, drove me to the Joggins. The best |
stone is found on the beach at low watcr
mark. The block is blasted from the rock
at ebb tide, achain is put round it, and this
is attached to a boat. At high water the
boat floats and bears up the block, nhich ,
is thus brought to high water mark and ;
worked into a grindstone.

Mr. Cutler, pointing to a huge stone, ad- ;
miringly said,* Thereis clear gnit for you.”
I eagerly asked, What iscleargrit? as1,
had always failed in getting an intelligible
cxpianation of this term, as applied to a
pohitical party in Canada.  His answer
was, “Clear grit is perfect punty, no hard
black specks to turn the edge of the finest |
tool.” e visited a scheol at the quarrics
for the labourers who are chiefly French.
It was taught in a rude log hat by an old :
man, whose accent at once told that he be-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

longed to Aberdeen. It was somewhatsingu-
lar to find,1a this remote corner of the world,
a venerable Scotch Presbyterian teaching
the children of French Catholics. The re-
ligions knowledge of the children was fair,
but their ignorance on other matters was ra-
ther startling.  Boys of thirteen or fourteen
had never beard of London, and could not
tell who the Queen of England is. The idea
of disloyalty was, however, dispelled, whex
I found that they had never heard of Paris
or Napoleon. This ignorauce has contributed
to the isolation of the Acadians, and made
them adistinct race. They seldom inter-
marry with other than their own people;
and the features of the race have become so
distinct that you could as readily distin-
guish t'ie French as you would Indian chil-
dren. The type of feature is quite different

i from that of the Normandy peasantry, from

whom they are descended. I spent the
afternoon in inspecting the Joggins, which:
Dr. Dawson has made so familiar to Geol-
ogists, in his werk on the geology of the
Province. Itisthe best and most complete
specimen of the coal formation in the
world. The strata are shewn in scc-
tions along the sca shore. For a distance
of about three miles ¥ou can walk at the base
of the cliff which rises several hundred fect,
and examine the successive strata as you
would the leaves of a book. The strata are
inclined at about an angle of forty-five de-
grees, so that at cvery step you come t¢
some new laver with its embedded fossils.
The surface is always kept fresh by the ac-

; tion of the high tides of the Bay of Fundyand

the weather, and as it wears away, dis-
closes some new treasures. Fossil forests,
are secn starding on the soil on which thex
grew. In one place an old jossil stump

. with its roots grasping the solid stone was
. seen beside a recent stump of about the
- samesize. At a distance you might suppose
: them contemporancous, but at a nearer

view, how vast the gulf of time that sepac-
ated them!

July 31.—Left Amherst at midnight Ly
the stage to meet the railway train at Monc-

. ton. We passed through the dyke land in

the vicinity of Amherst. It so bappened

" that the moon was fuil and the tide unu-

sually high. When half way across, the
water burst throngh the dike and tooded
the road over the abifou. There was dange:
of being complete'y surrounded by the tide.
The driver was cqual to the emsergency.
The only chance of escape was by crossinz
the abitou at a lower level, which be at once
attempted to do, thongh the attempt was
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nazardous in th2 extreme. The wheels of
the coach stuck fast in the mud. Al the
sociferations and lashing of the driver were
ovaing it was apparently beyond the
power of the four stout horses to extricate
Js from our periloussituation. In the dark-
ness of the mght, the white cascade of sea-
water wasseen far above our heads, pouring
lown into the hollow in which we were im-
mnoveably fixed; the tumultuous rush of water
was heard on all sides, and the driver hal
made a pause for a few scconds as if he
had given up the task in despair. These
were seconds of most paintul suspense,
but the pause was made merely to give
the horses breath. Theyv seemed to under-
siand the emergency, a~ they felt the water
rising around tzcm, and when the drive.
gave his last shout they instantly bent
{orward for one last desperate effort. It
was successful.  Weascended to the plain:
but cven here we were not safe. The
water was fast flooding the dyke land.
But now that we were on even ground, we
could drive at a rapid rate, sometimes
¢n dry land, sometimes with the water
solashing around us. At last tho driver
pulled up, and shouted to the passen-
gers, who were all inside, “ Thank God, we
are all safe” The efiect of the alarm
was dead silence; no one spoke to the
driver or to his fellow passengers. The
feeling was that of utter helplessness.
The only one disposed to make some
active cffort was a ship captain. The
rush of the water made him feel that he
was in his proper element, and stirred him
to action, but the gear of the stage coach
perplexed bim, and he despairingly relapsed
into inaction, much to the relief of his fcl-
low passengers. Taking the railway train
at Moncton, I arrived at St. John about six
o'clock in the evening.

St. John, Angust 2.— Preached, fore-
noon and evening, in Dr. Donald’s church,
at present the only onme in St. John,
in connection with the church of Scot-
land. There was formerly another, of which
Mr. Wishart was incumbent. lie was a
man of great popular talent, but he em-
braced peculiar views regarding the sacra-
ments and the ordinances generally, which
recessitated the Presbytery to remove him
from his office. His chnrch has since been
sold, but the purchsse moncy belongas to
the Church of Scotland. The friends of
the Church are only waiting a favourable
opportunity for the erection of another
charge.

Avgust 3.—Visited the lunatie asylun
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under the saperintendence of Dr. Wad-
dell. T have not seen in any country
an asylum which pleased me so much. Its
commanding situation, at the narrow out-
let of the St. Johnj; its admirably kept
grounds; its spacious halls and corridors:
its neat and comfortable bed-rovms, with
the silence and perfect order observed
throughout, all contributed to make one
feel that uowhere could human reason have
a better chance of recovering its lost bal-
ance.

The mouth of the St. John River
presents a very paradoxical phenomenon.
There is a fall both upwards and down-
wards at different times of the day. At
cbb-tide, the channel immediately above
the narrow gorge presents the aspect of
the broken waters of a rapid with down-
ward motion ; at full-tide, the water rises so
high outside the gorge that the current is
reversed, and a rapid fall up the river is
produced. The fall in the one direction
1~ as perceptible as that ie the other.

August 5.— The Trustees of Dr. Don-
ald’s church mat to-day, to consider what
means should be taken to rehave the
Colonial Committee at home of the support
of weak congregations in New Brunswick.
The spirit displayed was cheering in the
extreme. The question was whether an
annual sum of £300 should be raised, or a
principal sum of £5,000. It was resolved
unanimously $#2t, in accordance with the
example of the mother church, the higher
effort of raising £5,000 at once should be
made. The pnnciple of an endowment is
thus recognized, and will tend much to pre-
serve the Integrity and extend the useful-
ness of the Church of Scotland. It is
notintended by this action to dispense with
the aid of the Home Church in supplying
Scottish settlers with the means of grace.
The object is simply to make the various
congregations, as soon as organized, either
self-supporting or dependent only on pro-
vincial aid, so that the means of the Colo-
nial Commitee may be liberated and applied
to their proper object, missionary work.
There is a great ficld for estension in New
Brunswick, and it is felt that the means of
the Charch of Scotland can be best applied
so as to accomplish this object. In the
evening I addressed a meeting on the
affairs of the Church.

July 6.—Drove out with my host, the
Hon. John Robertson, to his country seat
at Rothsay, which reccived its name from
the visit of the Prince of Wales, one of
whose titles is Duke of Rothsay. Its
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picturesque situation is not unlike that
of the Scottish town of the same name.
It is situated on the banks of the Kenebec-
asis, which here widens into an extensive
bay, with an island in the middle. By
the liberal efforts of Mr. Robertson and
others, a commodious and beantiful church
has been erected in connection with the
Ckurch of Scotland. As Rothsay consists
chiefly of summer villas of the merchants
of St. John, and as many of thess belong
to the Church of England, it is so arranged
that the services of both churches are held
alternately, — Dr. Donald supplying the
Scotch service.

August 7.—Left St. John for Fredericton,
the capital of the Province. The St. Jobhn
is a magnificent river.  Its lower extremity
13 very bold and rogged. As ycu ascend,
the country assumes the chauacter of soft
English landscape, with all the appedrance
of great fertility.

redericton, Aug. 9.—Preached forenoon
and afternoon in Dr. Brook's church, and
delivered an address on church matters;
attended the cathedral church in the even-
ing, which is a handsome building, finished
with Caen stone. The Bishop bestows great
attention on the music, and the performance
of the choir was highly creditable. Visited
Judge Wilmot, who was busy preparing
his beautiful grounds for a Methodist pic-
nic. New Brunswick has caught up the
American custom of Congregational pic-
nics. These gatherings, when well con-
ducted, may be useful in cherishing congre-
gational and church life, but they are very
liable to be abused. 1 was glad to learn
that Judge Wilmot’s pic-nic was conducted
with all due propriety, and that the benev-
olent object in view was amply realized.

Fredericton is a small town, but the peo-
ple not the less appreciate the dignity of its

ing the seat of government: They strive
to give tone to society and keep in advance
of the commercial centre of St. John, which
looks with some jealousy on the advantages
of its smaller rival. Before leaving it,
I must not omit to mention the %ni-
versity of New Branswick, which is now
prospering under the able superintendence
of Dr.Ja The small observatory incon-
nection with the University is quite a model
of neatness aud order. There 1s a valuable
equatorial telescope with clock-work mo-
tion, of Munich manufacture, and an alti-
tude and azimuth instrument.

St. John, August 13.—The Syvod met
to-day. They agreed to co-operate with
Synod of Canada in the Jewish Mission,
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and accordingly ordered the money, already
collected, to be transmitted, and recom-
mended a collection next year. The follow-
ing day it was resolved that students with
bursaries should, in future, study at Queen’s
College, and that they should come under
an obligation to act as catechists within
the bounds of the Synod during the Sum-
mer vacation.

August 16.~Preached in Rothsay church.
The choir was aided by a melodeon, played
by one of the ladies of the congregation.

August 17.—There is usually anencamp-
ment of Mellicete Indians near Rothsay,
which I regretted I could not visit. An
amiable and benevolent lady told me that
e day, taking compassion on them for
‘he idle life they led, she brought a squaw
wmto her house to lecture her on the sin of
idleness, and exhort her to pursue a life of
industry. The squaw listened patiently
with no sign of interruption, and the good
lady paused to hear the effect of her expos-
tulation., The only reply of the squaw was,
“ Do not you talk so much, much talk
bad.” These two ladies looked on things
from a very different stand-point. To the
one idleness was & sin, to the other, much
talk was a greater.

The subject of union with the Synod of
Nova Scotia was discussed to-day. It was
held by all that a union of sympathy and
co-operation is very desirable; but it was
argued that it would be a retrograde step
to form su organic union by which the two
synods would be fused into one. It was
held that the great object aimed at should
be the union of all the Synods of British
Awerica into one general Assembly, and
that, if this were accomplished, it would be
desirable that the present Synods should be
kept distinct, or that even more Synods
should be formed. To accomplish this
great object, however, it is highly desirable
that the Synods should be brought closer
by kindly sympathy than at present, and to
further this end it was agreed that com-
missioners should be sent to the Synods of
Canada and Nova Scotia.

Aungast 20—Left St. Jobhn for Boston.
Among the cities of the British Provinces
St. John stands next to Montreal in point
of life and enterprise. There are numerous
signs of increasing wealth. There are
many hsandsome and luxuriously fitted
up houses, and almost all the amenities of
the best English society are to be found
here. Many of the devices for domestic
comfort are imported from New England,
which abounds in sach things.
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In travelling through the Lower Provinces
I was forcibly struck with the fact that the
Church was the great agent of civilization.
Ia thinly peopled districts, where there is
no church, the people lapse into barbarisin,
and have no ambition for anything more
than the bare nccessaries of life. But as
soon as a charch is planted things begin at
once to change. Every Sabbath the church
15 a centre of union for the whole district ;
thefriendly greetingis passed ; kind enquiries
arc made; the farmer and his wife like to
appear in a handsome waggon, and respee-
tably attired ; a stimulus is given to rise in
the social scale,—and ail this from the fact
that the coagregation forms a social bond,
best calculated to call forth those elements
which most conduce to the advance of
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civilization. This also explains how, in the
British provinces generally, th. people are
as a rule more interested in church matters
than at home. There are other bonds at
home, but here the Charch is the grand
social bond on which the advance of society
so much depends. This function of the
church, whiie very important, has its dan-
gers too. The church is apt to be-
come, 2s in the United States, a social
club, in which the spiritnal clement is
not the grand paramount one.

In St. John there are many generous,
warm-hearted friends of the Church of
Scotland, and I shall not readily forget the
much kindness, which, for Zion’s sake, I
received at their hands,

Hotices and Bebichs.

Hyuxs ror 7a2 Worsair or Gob ; select-
ed and arranged for the use of congrega-
tions comnected with the Church of
Scotland. Montreal : John Lovell, Prin-
ter and Publisher.

We do not notice this Hymn Book for
the purpose of lauding it, or in any way in-
ﬂua?ci?;zhc judoment which the church
is required to form of it by the next meeting
of Synod. Our object is simply to informn
our readers that, according to the current
phrascology of such announcements, it is
now “out,” and may be had of the pub-
lisher in three styles of binding—cloth,
sheep, and morocco with gilt edges—at
three corresponding. prices, 30.40,$0.60,
and %1.50. Eight cents additional will
have to be charged for postage on single
copics forwarded by mail. When a num-
ber is ordered so that a parcel can be made
up for the express, the charge for carriage
will be paid at the office of the publisher.
Subseribers wiil receive their copies at the
published price without further expense.
A specimen copy will be addressed to cach
Preshytery Clerk for the inspection and use
of the Presbytery.  The ciition is limited
to 2000, and a consdemable number has
already been disposed ol

Tne Presarreriay Historicar Avuasac
ror 1863. Vol. V. pp. 526. Price §2.
Joseph M. Wilson, Philadelphia.

It afiords us the greatest pleasnre to
aotice this excellent and valualle annmal.

It brings dowr the history of the Presby-
terian Church to the annual sessions of the
different branches in 1862. It contains
portraits of nincteen leading ministers, fine-
Iy engraved upon steel, among which we
notice a very good and striking likeness of
the Principal of Queen’s University, King-
ston. It also contains engravings and his-
tories of churches and colleges, and ac-
counts of the proceedings of twenty-four
Assemblies and Synods, with foll lists of
ministers, and a grea} variety of valuable
statistics. The editor devotes considerable
space and ability to the subject of manses.
Onc of the most attractive and edifying
features of the work is the biographical
account of ministersand clders, particularly
of the most distinguished of those who
died during the year. In design and exe-
cution, this work takes the lead, by a
long way, of the class of periodicals to
which it belongs. In fact it stands peo se.
The agents ir Canada are Dawson Brothers,
Alontreal, and Res. W. Reid, Toronto.

Hoxz axp Forziey News or FeMarne
MISSIONS IN CONNEXION WITH THE
Cnorer op Scorraxp. Edinburgh:
Paton and Ritchic. .

We have just room to sy that we have
received a specimen copy of this pesiedical
which we, arc glad to sce, continues its ca-
reer of nsefuiness. Itis well got up and
fall of interest.
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SvreLemextary Catarocre orF tne Li- ' portant service may be renderc ~ to our
prary or Qeeex's Usivensiry axp | students and our Church ; and, while c¢all-
CouiLegE, at Kingston, 1863. " ing attention to the practice, we take the
This catalogue shows very extensiveand | very pardonable liberty of heartily com-

valuable additions to .ur College Library, : meunding it.  On the third page of our

many of which, we are pleased to learn, ' cover, this month, will be found acknow-
arc donations from friends of the insti- " ledzed the donations received by the Cura-
tution. This is one way in which im- tors since the close of last session.

@he Churches wdy their Rlissions.

Casapa.—His Excellency the Governor the securing of the services of others with suit-
General hasbzen pleased to appoint the Ve- able gifts, to assist the ministersin the superin-
aerable Isaac Hellmuth, Archdeacon of Huron, tendence of the sick, infirm, and igaorant; to
and Principal of Huron College, an additional e<llect,and diffuse information as to the best
Member of the Senate of the University of To- -aethods of organizing and aiding Sabbath
rontn, 3chools, and of promoting the formation of

Nova Scoria.—~Some important appoint- ible classes; to encourage the work of tract
ments have rccently been made to vacant ; ultribution, and the institation of congrega-
sbarges by the Presbyteries of Pictou and  ional libraries; above all, to direct especial
Prince Edward Island in connectioa with the a‘tention to Family Worshipfin the due obser-
Chucch of Scotland. The spiriteC little con- | vance of which the Christian takes part in the
gregation of St. George's, River John, has had | work of the church, by doing the churcl's
the Rev. Mr. McCunn placed over it; the Rev.  work in his own houschold, over which Christ
Mr. Stewart, after spending two mon.bs of mis- bath /made him & king and 2 priest. There is
sionary labour in Cape Breton, bas becowe the  a General Committee with auxiliary parish
successor of the late Dr. McGillivray on Mc- | societies, the members of whick arec members of
Liennan's Mouatain,the Rev. Mr. Cullenbas been | the Union. There is to be an annual public
appointed to the stations on P. E. 1., vacated by - meeting, at which the proceedings of the aux-
Mr. Grant when he left for Halifax: and the : iliaries will be reported by the General Com-
Rev. Mr. McWilliam has taken charge of ; mittee.

. . /s
another portion of the Island. 17/ The town of Paisler has erccted its first

e are glad tolearn that Dalhiousie College, i public statue, on the most commanding site

Halifax, was opened on the 10th ult, by an ! [ "o 5 -
: P cautiful Cemstery, to the memory of the
Inaugural Address from the Principal, the Rev. Rev. Patrick Brewster, \;rotbcr of Sir David,

& .- i

Mr. Ross. Out of a large nnmber of appli ' for nearly forty Fears minister of the second
i
1

cants the Governors have appointed six Profes- i 1.0 : s soh 1

" ge of the Abber Parish, daring which time
sors, two of them, Mr. J. Johnson aad Dr. po 'z colicague fit ¢ of Dr. Boag and next of
Lawson being from Canada. This Institation 5. "wengir. Mr. Br wster was a ten of varied
‘ sccomplishments and grect tslents. In the
opinion of the writer, who sat for msany years
under his ministry, he was 2 master of clo-
. o _ { quence, one of the finest composers and most
PR e— i graceful readers of & sermon.  Throughout his
/mm f:i%ss E::Z‘i;fu:gd g:%%?;;’;ggrf pub%ic course he was a fearless champion of
fple 21 ' civil and religious Reform, standiog boldly for-

hss been opened under the most gratifving cic- ¢ b 3 AR
- - 7 X ward ss the advocate of negro Bmancipation in
i:’?‘s“'““" ; the whole of the accommodation : 4. Yrecs Tndies, the Repeal of the Corn Laws,
eing already required for the fortr-two resi- |

ander its new regime is therefore fairiy enrolled
among the number of oar Proviacial Tniversi- |
ties, and we cordially wish it a brilliant ;
caTeeT.

) ' T.cal Abstinance, a System of Natiopal Educa-
ii‘;iliﬁgd% ; bo bave come from all parts of { ;0 "4 215 the statoe, which is by Mossman,
< "/ . . 5 “¥r. Bréwster is rcpresented standing as if

A movement in the interest of the Caarch of 2 . 8
Seotlazd,in the Presbyteries of Kelso,Jedburgh abont to address & public meeting.  In bhisleld

LS hand he holdsa roll of paper, and pressing at
Selkirk, Lauder, od Danse, receatly began, de- . 3 .
serves more tham a ;ta.ssin’g notice. 1tis the the same time the folds of his mantlie to bis jeft

7 : - <ener- | OTCRShH while the right hand, &s it weze, dashes
S of Sior B f Eildan Hal, S Bas | 254 o, o o s closk, nd appeattabont
wells. The object is a geaeral and cordial co- | . : S Pt Al w
Speration of the Laity. #ith she. Clergy <o in- { khew him cannot D3t remembes the position
cresse the powerof the church, s aa instru. | S10S60 Was & Tvounte ont with him.

waent of good. The society is inteaded to be, | The old parish church of Jollok hkaving been
in all respects, suxiliary to ke existing insti- i found altogether insulficient for the accommo-
1ations of the chureh; its aim is to co-operate | dation of the congregation, which, during the
with Presbyteries and Sessions in all measares | incambency of the Rev. George Campbell, bas
affecting the religious snd temporal interests | lacgely iocreased, the erection ofs new church
of the people. (It proposcs to facilitate the , had for some time been under consideration of
odtainiag of 2 properiy qualified cldership, and | the beritors, bat withoat any definite result-
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At length the factor on the estate of Pollok in-
formed them that he was authorized by Sir
John Maxwell to intimate that he was
willing, and offered to build, at his own
expense, on the site of the old charh, and
to hand over to them, a new church, agree-
ably to plans and specifications prepared by
Mr.:Charles Wilson, architect,—reserving to the
heritors all their legal rights to the seats in the
new church, according to their valuations.
This generous offer was cordially and gratefully
accepted by the heritors, who agreed to record
their high sense of Sir John's great liberality,
and their warm and grateful thanks for this
additional proof of his beneficence and anxiety
fo promote the religions, moral, and social
condition of the parish. The building was
thereafter at once proceeded with and the
whole work was executed in the most substan-
tial manner, and to the eptire satisfaction of
Sir John Maxwell and the heritors, at the cost
of £3900. The Church contains 1065 sittings.

IneLaxp.—Just us we went to press last
month the news of the death of Dr. Whately,
archbishop of Dublin, reached this country.
Particulars of bis life have since appeared in
the newspapers generaily. He was born at
London, in 1787, was a fellowstodeat of
Arnold, Hampden, Keble, Pusey, and Newman.
In 1823, he was chosen Principal of St. Albsan's,
and in 1831 was consecrated archbishop of
Dublin. The activity and grasp of his intel-
lect were extraordinary; and as a lager and
fearless speaker of the truth, he had no rivel.
He is best known to the world as s writer.
His writings form a library in themselves,
numbering at least fifty volumes. The works
by which be is best known =re his “Logic,”
*Lessons on the evidences of Christianity,”
¥ Kingdom of Christ,” and * Caution for tlic

Times” His latest writings were contribu-
tions to Good I¥ords He was a most liberal
man; be gave £8000 to alleviate the Irish l
distress in 1848. He was judicions in his |
ecclesiastical appointinents. He saffered long I
nights of pain before nis death, but retained !
possession of his intelieet, and gave expression
to his faith, to the last.

The aoninal conference of the British orga-
pization of the Evangelical Allisnce was held
this year in the Irish capital. Great interest
and a fine spirit were kept up throughount all
the days of session. The conlinent of Europe
was well represented and also the States of
America. An appropricte tribule was record- |
cd to tke memory of Sir Calling Eardly, Bart,,
the late President, an associate from its forma- 1
tion, and more distinctively connected with it
than any other member. Lord Calthorpe was
clected his successor. Valuable papers were 1
read on various topics conaccted with Christian |
Union, such a3 its progress and present incen-
tives, on tht recent revivalz in Ircland, Lay
Ageney. A most] interesting part of the pro-
ceedings was the reading of a letter from Al
Matamoros and the other Spanish Christians,
in whoso behal” the alliance had sent a deputa-
tion to Spain, and had thus boen the means
of rctovesing the liberty of these brethren,
theugh accompanied with banishment. Among

otker closing resolutions one was passed,
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expressing the gratification it would afford the
members, if methods should be devised wherebr
British Christinas can join in the forthcoming
celebration of the tercentenary of Calvin's
death.

AusTala—It is not generally known that
the present year is being celebrated as the
thousandth anniversary of the coaversion of
the Slavonians to Christianity by Methodius
and Cyrillus, the sainted brothers of Thesselo-
nica, who entered upon their work in 863 at
the request of Rastislaw, Duke. of Moravia.
The works of the English Wickliffe were car-
ried to Bohemin by the attendants of the Bohe-
mian wife of Richard II. of England, the studr
and defence of which brought John Huss to the
stake at Constance in 1415. After this the
Bohemians repelled no less than five crusades
supported by the whole posver of Rothe and the
German empire, conquered special privileges
from the council of Basel, and maintained their
religious privileges till 1620, when the hus-
band of Elizabeth, daughter of the English
Charles I., was driven from the thronc of
Bohemin after a reiga of only one winter. The
countrywas then converted to Romanism by the
simple reduction of the population from 4,000.-
000 to 800,000—no less than 36,000 ncble fami-
lies leaving the kingdom for theirfaith's sake.
Bat the Patwent of Toleration issued by the
Emperor Joseph II. in 1781, brought to light
many thousands of concealed Protestants, and
on April 5, 1861, a further ordinance proclaimed
not merely Toleration, but Religious Equality
in the Austrian Empire. Thus it Is casy to see
that the present year of jubilee is a very im-
portant one in the great struggle against the
darkness of Romanism ; and the Bohemian and
Moravian Protestants are so poor thdt none
can tell the importance of British sympathy at
the present czisis.

I7atv.—Who could have supposed that God
wonuld raise up, in the hour of Italy's need, not

i onet or two, but 2 phalanx of men like Cavour

and Ricasoli, Garibaldi and Farini, at various
plades, o scize the reins of power, when the
despotic princes were flecing from their thrones,
and hold them till the new kingdom was conso-
lidated ; or that He sboald have poured such
folly into thc counsels of the enemirs of =
united Itsly—the Grand Doke leaving his king-
dom in a pet, never again, we trust, to retarn—
the 1ate King of Naples refusing every jost and
hionourable concession, till his kingdom passed
away from him as if by eachantment, through
the bravery of Garibaldi—the Pope once so
popular, so truly a demigod of fame, when he
preiended to be a reforming priest-king, thatan

| enthugiasm sprung ap in lialy not parallelec

since the times of the Crusades, and Jewish
communitics in Constantinople and clsewhere
purposing to s¢ad depatasions to hail him as
the long-looked-for Messizh promised to their
fathers ; ard now none S0 poor as t0 do bim
reverence, every feeling of respect in the
heart of his subjects and of the Italian people
having been alicnated by his hmughty, and
illiberal, and cruel policy 7 Andlast, though
ot least, thelate Marquis of Normanby, by
his bitter attacks on Italian independence,
caliing forth the able and generous replies of
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Layard and Gladstone, Palmerston and Lord
John Russell. Every one sees the finger of
God in these things. No thoughtful man but
understands that the thousand and one events
of the last few years however threatening in
appearance at times, have all ran in the direc-
tion of Italy’s good, not through any posssible
forethought or clever scheming, but through
the over-raling hand of God.—Evan. Chris.

HovLaxp.—/ great missionary festivaljhasbeen
beld near Arnheim, Guelderland,Holland, on the
estate of 2 noble lady, offered for the purpose.
It was under the direction of the Moravians.
Six thousand persons sere present. Brief re-
ports of what the eleven societies in the Nether-
Jands had doue for the heatten, were made.
Then the whole congregation united in praise,
end the trumpets of the Moravian Brethren
made their beautiful and solemn music resound
over the hills. It is not possible to describe
the “effect produced by this music, or by the
mingled voices of these thousands uniting in
nhymns written for this special occasion. After
a pause, in which bread and coffee were distri-
buted, the public divided into four aunditories
around four rustic pulpits that had been erected
at scme distance from one another. Ia each
of thesea succession of preachers, who had been
invited by the leading committee, addressed the
people in speechies which were attended to with
unmitigated interest. The meeting broke up
at 7 o'clock with most happy impressions.

Svria.—The Rev. H.H. Jessup, of Berrout. ius
recently been cegagedin a tour in the northern
part of the Syria mission-field, and, writing
10 the American Board, * through a sense of
duty, to mention its great and pressing needs,”
58FS 1=

T have been interested, surprised, and encour-
aged. There is more of readiness to bear, love
for the truth, and willingness to suffer persecu-
tion for Christ’s sake, than I had expected to
%nd. If there were formerly good reasons for
oceupying Tripoli and Hums {at neither of
which arc missionaries at present stationed],
there are now tenfold more.

It is undoubtedly true that the Protestantsin
Hums are numbered by bundreds, most of
whoun only wait the arrival of a missionary to
come out openly. There is one class in whom
1 was not a little interested. The brethren esll
them  door-keepers,” from the fact that they
constantly usher others into Protestantism,
while they themselves stand without. OQne of
them devotes himself to picking up lgaorant
and bigoted Greeks, teaching them the Gospel
untll they are sufficiently cnlightened, and
ibea sending them to the Protestant brethren ;
st the same time telling them no! fo come nenr
kim again, lest he should be suspected of Pro-
testant views himsclf. This man told me that
bis beart was with tbe Protestants; and ssid

that after he bad led o few more to the light, .

be shouid himself enter in.

Mr. Jessup mentions several features in the
present condition of the Protestants in Hums
as worthy of note:—

1. Their zeal in procuring religious and other
books. Thexy are all poor men, but they all
have Bibles, Testaments, and every other other
religions book published in the Arabiclanguage
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in Syria—all bought with their own noney. They
are constantly inquiring for new books, and
devour them with the greatest avidity. Il
Their familiarity with the Word of God.
Though they have neither commentary nor
concordance, and have less thau two-thirds of
the new translation of the Bible, there is hardly
a passage of Scripture with which they are not
as familiar as the majority of Bible-class pupils
and even teachers in America. III. Their
benevolence. Some months since they fitted
up & room for public worship, with table, map,
chairs and curtain, and placed a box by the
door to receive the contributions of the brethren
as they pass out. In this way they pay all
necessary expenses and help the poor. During
my visit, the formation of a missiopary soeiety
was discussed, and Saturday evening was se-
apart for that purpose. One after another, the
brethen remarked and exhorted, until alate
hour when a society was organized and officers
elected ; and on Monday morning, when I left,
they were makiog out the amount they could
afford to give weekly for the spread of the
Gospel.—Evangelical Christendom.

Ixp1a.—The Tinnevelly congregations,in con-
nexion with the Church Missionary Society,
give evidence of their growth by the increase
of the native pastorate, the missionary efforts
which they put forth for the heatben around,
and their contributions toward self-support.
The prospect i3 yet remote of this last object
being campletely accomplished, but it is kept
steadily in view; and it deserves notice that,
notwithstanding the poverty of the people,
contributions in one district (Palmacotta)
amonnt to a sum equal to the support of half
the pastoral agency at work among them.

The following are the principal statistica of
the Tinnevelly Church missions at the close of
1862 :—

Natives under Christian instruction (of whom
21,804 were baptized) 24,415 ; Commaunicants,
4,728 ; Agency: European missionaries, 12;
native ciergy, 15; catechists and readers, 225,
252. The visitation of cholers, from which
some of tbe Tinnevelly districts greatly suffered
last year, operated in different casesin precisely
opposite ways. One missionary says :

Not less than s hundred devil-dancers have
beenlcarricd away by this dreadful scourge; some
in the very act of sacrificing and dancing have
been summoned before their Judge. Ina few
years [ expect o great change in this district :
the heathen in genersl are too dissatisfied with
the folly and hollowness of their religion and
they arc now in what may be called a transition
state. The Romish pricsts noticed this, and are
busying themselves to & greatextent among the
people.

On the other hand there were these who, in
their terror, ascribed the choiers to the anger
of their deserted gods, and went back to theic
demon-worship : while others joined the Mutthi-
kutti sect, which took its risc in the south
some twenty-five years ago—Jd.

Intelligence bas arrived at Nagpore of the

! death of Rev. Mr. Hyslop, missionary of the

Pree Church of Scotland.
while crossing a ford.

He was drowned
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THE SONG OF I'HE BROOK.
BYIRE\'. EDWIN H. NEVIN.

A little brook went surging
O’er golden sands along,
And as I listened toit,
It whispered in its song.

Beneath the steady mountain,
I thought I heard it say,

My crystal waters started
Upon their windiag war ;

I fondly bhoped that flowers
Would bloom upon my side,

And sunshine always cheer me
Wherever I might glide;

Threugh grassy meadows flowing
And birds on every tree,

1 hoped that each hour passing
Would pleasure bring to me:

But hopes once bright have perished,
And rarely have Iscen

The lovely birds and flowers,
The meadows soft and green.

Through barren heaths and lonely,
My way has often leg,

Where golden sunshine never
Has cheered my gloomy bed,~

O’er rocks I've had to travel,
O’er precipices steep,

] onward have been driven
And madly made to leap};

The winds have sighed around me,
The clouds in darkness hung,

And sadness has been mingled
With music I bave sung :

But still wherever running,
My life has not been vain,

1 have helped to grow the forests
That wave across the plain ;

The forests build the cities
And ships that sail the ses,

And the mighty forests gather
Their nourishment from me.

So onward ! onward ever!

With singing I will go,
However dark and dreary

The scenes through which I flow.

A higher law than pleasure
Should guide me in my waxy.
Thus mid the rocks and forests
Comes music every dag.”
EARLY ORIGIN OF PRESBYTERIAN
PRINCIPLES.

The cssentinl principles of Preshyterian
Ctarch order were of very earlr origin. Those
rinciples are the authoritative bindiag of the
whsle Church together as one body ; and con-

ducting this government, not by the entier
ecclesiastical population, but by representa-
tives, elected by, and acting on behslf of the
whole. That this mode of administering the
affairs of the visible Church was adopted long
before the coming of Christ, is certain, and
can be doubted by none who intelligently and
impartially read the Old Testament Scriptures.
A whatever time the Synagogue system was
auopted, it is evident that the plan of conduct-
ing government by means of & body of Elders,
was universal, through all the land of Judea,
up to the time of the Saviour's advent. The
synagogues were th: parish churches of the
Jews., There the ordinary worship and in-
struction of the Sabbath were conducted ; and
the excommunication of an individual from the
body of the professing people of God, was ex-
pressed by * putting him out of the syna-
gogue.” In these synagogues the essential prin-
ciples of Presbyterianism were universally
established. The similarity, as to every im-
portant point, was exact. In short, during the
whole tract of time embraced in the history of
the Mosaic economy, we have complete evi-
dence that the ecclesiastical government, as
well as the civil, was conducted, under God,
the Supreme Ruler, by boards of Elders, act-
ing ns the authorized representatives of the
people. To this mode of government, as is
potorious, every city, and c¢very synagogus
was accustomed. In no instance, in cither
Church or State, is a case recollected in which
the population was called together to settle a
dispute, or to dispense justice between per-
sons at variance. The representative system
was universally in use. The work of adminis-
tering justice was always done by & body of
ralers or officers, commonly styled, amidst ali
the changes of dispensation, ¥ Elders of the
people.”

Nor was this all. As each particular s¥oa-
gogue was governed by a bench of Elders, of
which the Bishop or # Angel of the Church,”
was the presiding officer; so also, as the whole
Jewish body was one ;—one Cstholic Chureh,
—there were always appeals admitted, in cases
of alleged incerrectness of judgment, to the
 great synagoguc” nt Jerusalem, where an
opportunity was given for redressing what was
done amiss. Nothing like the independency of
particular synagogues was admitted or thought
of. A system which bound the whole commu-
nity together as onc visible profesding body,
was uniformly in operation.

The first converts to Christianity being ali

" native Jews, who had been always accustomed
. to the cxercise of government by benches of
“ Elders,” in the mauner just svecificd, and

this representative plan being so cquitable, so
wise, and so convenient in itseif; no wonder
that the smae plan was adepted by theapostles
in organizing the primitive Church. Accord-
ingly, as in the account which the inspired
writers give of the Jewish constitution, we
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read continually of the “ Rulers of the syna-
gogue,” and of the ¢ Elders of the people,” as
a body distinguished from the priests; so
whea they proceed to give us an account of the
organization and proceedings of the New Tes-
tament Church, we find the same language
used in cases almost innumerable. We read of
% Elders being ordained ia every church;” of
an important question being referred to a
synod, made up of % Apostles and Elders ;” of
Elders who ruled well, but did not labour in
the word and doctrine ;" of the “ Elders of the
Church being called together” to consider ec-

clesiastical questions; of the * Elders of the |

Church being called for to visit and pray over
the sick,” &c.—Samuel Miller, D.D.

SKETCHES FROM THE LIFE OF
DR. ROBERTSON.

THE MINISTER.

Neone know better than a faithful couuntry
minister the state of parish roads. The gig he
would like to keep smart for stute occasions,
goes down into ruts, and its wheels are scratch-
ed, and its springs loosened, till it raties
like & milk-cart. Things are litile better on
horseback; for when he is returning late from
some distant visitation in the driving rain, he
dare not attempt a trot lest his horse should
fathom some treacherous hole, or trip on pro-
truding stones that he remarked in the morn-
irgg. The unwearied minister of Ellon found
bis movements impeded even in summer on
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his fuvourite philosophers were Campbell,
Reid, and Stewart, to whose  common sense”
system he was an adherent; although bis spe-
culative tendeacies led him to appreciate Kant
ag a greater genius than any of these, and to
seek some such combination of Kant and Reid
as was afterwards systematised by Sir William
Hamilton. 7o geology he always turned with
much liking, although protesting strongly
against the assumption, then common, that the
changes in the earth’s crust never went on
more violently and rapidly than now. He was
confined to bed with sore throat when Sir
Charles Lyell's book appeared, and be read it
eagerly, at the rate of a volume a day. The
critical edition of the Greek New Testament,

: and such critical commentaries as bad thex

appeared, were constantly on his table; and he

' bought most of the German works on theology

!

{

mere tracks, into whose ruts his gig sank to |

the axle, and which in winter defied the pro-
gress of wheels. He prevailed on the principal
tenants to offer to perform, free of charge, the
carriage of all materials needed for the forma-
tion of good roads. Armed with this offer, he
attended the meeting of road trustees, and ur-
ged on them to devote the chief portion of the
funds at their disposal to the districe on whose
bebalf he made this offer, which at once proved
the necessity and lessened the difficalty of im-
provement. In a few years excellent roads
were the result, the main line passing close to
the new school at Tillydesk.

In everything connccted with the Parish he
took a deep interest, and exercised every year

an increasing influence for its benefit. ~ Most |

ministers have or acquire snfficient knowledge
of agriculture to ask intelligent questions, but

1

he was one of the most enterprising farmers in .

the parish. His glebe was the scenc of many
an experiment ; and on the farms of his more
intimate friends also he directed improvements.
Un one occasion, having formed an incorrect

estimate of the strength of some new manure, |

he used it on the glcbe, and burnt up evers
blade of grass on which it was laid. But
nothing daunted, he tricd again. His crops
werce famous over the district, and evers visitor

at the mansc was taken out to see the * crops |

on the glebe.”
His home-life in the manse was that of a
student. He read much, usoally glancing over

the leeding reviews and magazines as they °

appeared. Huo was alwaye chiefly cngrossed
with some one subject, to which he gave cha-

)

n
'

racteristic attention—now it was philosophy, |

now geology, now chemistry.  In metaphysics

which had appeared in an English form. He
lingered much on the English divines,—Butler,
Barrow, and Dr. Samuel Clarke being, in those
days, his favourites; bhe spent considerable
time on the writings of the early Latin
Fathers ; and found his favourite relaxation i
rezding Colerrdge and Crabbe. He bad =
special admiration of Coleridge, loving to
dwell on the wise sayings of the Mystic.
Throughout the period of his ministry he read
much in 0ld books and documents regarding
Church law. Inlater years, especinlly, histatl
literally groaned under huge dusty tomes, fuil
of the laws, and acts, and cxperiences of * Ye
Kirke.” From these he turned for relaxation
to the applications of chemistry already men-
tioned. Inall these things, whatever he did
was done with a complete absorption of mind,
which, especially during his bachelor-days, led
to an unusual degree of the student’s usual
disregard of health, in neglecting meale and
forsaking sleep.

Mr Robertson had little experience of soli-
tude, for at his hospitable fireside guests were
seldom wanting. To one visit he slways looked
back with much pleasure. It was that of Dr.
Dufl, then returned for the first time from In-
dia, and full of the wonders and the necessitics
of Britain’s Bastern Empire. Seveml friends
have given me concurrent testimony, that from
this time his vitws on many subjects mani-
fested a change. Not that we wonld attem}’
to date his conversion at this period. Ind<ed,
he was wont to say that he owed his serious
impressions, under God, to kis mother’s train-
ing, and their continuance to frequent perusals
of Doddridge’s ¢ Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul.” But the conversation of the great
missionary, so full of ardent zeal and philoso-
phical knowledge, kindled the kindred spirit
of the country minister into that burning desize
to spread the gospel, which grew with evess
day of his life and brought him prematurely tu
his grave. I remember,” says one, ¢ his say-
ing to me on that occasion, that he wasso much
impressed with the necessity and importance of
missions, that he had been brought seriously o
consider whether he ought not to demit his
charge at Ellon, and go out to India as a mis-
mionary.” God had work for himat hime; but
he necer lost his warm regard for Indian mis-
sions, nor his affectionate interestin the labonss
of Dr Duf. ¢ A brief Exposition of the Priz-
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ziples, Operation, and Prospects of the Church
of Scotland’s India Mission, drawn up by the
Presbytery of Ellon, and adressed to the
members of the Established Church within
their Bounds, was written by Mr Robertson,and
is perhaps better adapted for its pucpose of in-
forming the Church than any which bas ever
been printed.  In the parish of Ellon he made
a warm appesal to bis people, and had a warm
response in a large contributionto the funds of
ihe scheme.

Still more cagerly did he enter into the
Church Extension Scheme. Dr Chalmers paid
Lim Lwo visits,one about 1836, and onc in Sep-
iember, 1839, and repeatedly manifested most
intense delight in his affectionate intercourse
with one of a heart so warr:, and a head so
clear, and principles so tho-oughly in unison
with his own. It needed no raasoning to con-
vince the minister of Ellon, that for the effi-
cienc; of the Church more places of worship
aust be built; and that her organization must
ve expanded to supply an ever-increasing po-
pulation. His views of Church order and par-
ochial discipline prevented his assent to theact
of Assembly giving chapel ministers a seat in
Church Courts; but no more vigorous sup-
vorter of Church extension, even at that date,
was to be found. Again he called upon his
people, and trey answered heartily in a paro-
chial subscription of £96, a large sum for a
country parish in those days. Along with Dr.
Chalmers he visited Haddo House in September
1839. Chalmers became unwell at Haddo
House, having caught cold on his previous
journey, and remained for several days at the
manse of Elion to recruit his heslth. Of the
visit to Lord Aberdeen, Chalmers gives a gra-
pobic description in h.s Diary, adding,—*¢ His
lordship and I, as well as Mr. Robertson, have
had much talk about matters, and though not
at onc, I can perceive that his lordship is very
desirous of an agreement, and will be of great
use, 1 doubt not, in brieging it about.” Had it
been left to these three, without pressure from
less earnest or more bigoted wen, there can be
little doubt that the Church of Scotland’'s
dificulty would have been surmounted, and the
calamity >f 1843 been unknown. Altbough
subsequent events severed Mr. Robertson from
'r Cbalmers, he continued to speak with
affectionate respect of that good and great
man, towhom the Church of Scotland owed so
much. In hisown decided way, Chalwers pro-
nounced Mr Hobertson's ministry a model of
parochial work ; and publicly declared, that if
all parishes contributed like Ellon, his coffers
would be full; if all ministers wrought like
Mr Robertson, the Church of Scotland's best
days would come.

The unhappy disscnsionsof the Church were
by this time coming to a crisis, and the parish-
joners of Ellon could not but hear of them.

Deputations from the Non-intrusion party
were sent over the north ; and speeches, pan-
phlets, and even more enduring chronicles of
the Free Church declare that now, for the first
time, this barbarous district heard ¢ the gos-
pel.” It may readily be supposed that when
agitators declaimed against the corruptiog in-
fluence of moderate views, they found little
7avour among the parishioners of Ellon. In the
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newspapers of the period are paragraphs like
this:—* Ellon.—Attempt of  Non-intrusion
agent 1o secure a place for o meeting.  There
are three places of worship besides the parish
church.  No one of them could be had.
No public hall could he had.  One of
the innkeevers advised him to ask the min-
ister for the perish church. Not adopting this
suggestion,he went away.”—(25th March 1840.)
At a later date, Mr. Begg of Liberton was de-
puted to convince Ellon of its bondage, and by
dint of better arrangement a woodyard was
secured for the meeting. It was market-day,
and late in the afternoon. The better classhad
left tke town, and “ the dregs of a country
fair"—not at any time the best representatives
of neighbouring parishes—formed the greater
part of the meeting. Sowme small baronet, who
seemns to have been circulated as a cheirman at
the period, presided, and in the prefatory re-
marks had begun to animadvert strongly on
the practical evil of Moderatism, when a stout
villager, supposing rightly or wrongly, that bhe
observed a personal allusion to the minister in
the baronet's words, seized him by the collar
from behind, and dropped him into the sawpit.
This was the signal for immense confusion ;
and amid uproar, and cven some unsavoury
missiles, the baronet und his reverend friend
were forced to leave. When they left, a parish-
joner morved, * That it is the opinion of this
mecting that the Rev. Mr. Begg would be much
better employed at Liberton looking after the
spiritual welfare of his parishioners than in
intruding himself among the contented inbab-
itants of this gistrict;” which was carried by
acclamation.® It was in allusion to this occur-
rence that Sir James D. K. Elphinston said, in
one of the debates of the Assembly,—¢ The
yoke of patromage, if I am rightly informed,
is not the only yolk” wi .ch deputations find in
the north.t This celebrated termination of
¢ the Ellon meeting” was by none more regret-
ted than by Mr Robertson; and no one would
desire Church controversies to be similarly
suppressed. But in those days men's blood was
up. They who heat human passions must expect
them s~ etimes to boi. over on themselves;
and we cannot wonder that the answer to
charges “ of bartering Christ's crown and
covenant from slavish fear of temporal power,”
was given in this sigoificant display of paro-
chial fecling.

At alater date (Feoruary,1843) Mr M‘Cheyne
was sent to hold Non-intrusion meetingsin the
districts of Deer and Ellon,—* districts,” says
bis complacent biographer, ¢ over which he
yearned, for moderatism had held undisputed
sway over them for generations.”} e preach-
cd somewhere in the village of Ellon, and when
bis own service was concluded, stepped into
the parish church as Mr Robertson was finish-
ing his sermon, and remained till the cougre-
gation was dismissed. Mr Robertson was not
aware at the time who the visitor wass, and
afterwards regretted much that he had not
asked him to the manse. When the useful lie
of this devoted Christian was closed by his

* ¢ Aberdeen Herald,” 8th April, 1840.
t Sce Assembly Report, May 1840.
$ M'Cheync’s ‘ Memoirs,’ p. 167.
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premature death, Mr Robertson mourred for
him, and often afterwards expressed his regret
that he had missed the opportunity of making
bis acquaintance under thege singular circum-
stances.

LOCAL PREJUDICES AND SUPERSTI-
TIONS.

By Tue Rev. W. Rosenrtsox orF MONZIEVAIRD.
(Concluded from page 292.)

In the matter of superstition the whole
world is kin. In some countries, and in
certain stages of civilizativn, the element is
peculiarly strong.
like our own, with splintered mountain-peak
and fertile valley, with a sunny green on the
plain, with woodland glades, and cloud crowa-
ed heights, there is more superstition than in
the weary level. A man is educated by what
he sees. The scenery arcund him photographs
itself upon his eyes, so that in the picture
gallery where he meditates, a special character
is given to bhis thoughts, and they are won to
sublimity and tameness, to things stale, flat,
and unprofitable, or to ideas like God's mercy,
great as mountains and deep as floods. In
this way an Alpine region, with its solitary
clouds among the hills like the chariot of a
spirit, and with its misty recesess, evokes
thoughts of the sublime, the mysterious, and
the unknown. Whereas tue inhabitant of the
plain is less conversant with the marvellous,
and generally keeps on the dull, average, even
tenor of his way. Genius and excellence are
rarely educed in common place scenes and
circumstances, but rather among heights and
difficulties, in the tumult of a mighty city and
the loneliness of & rocky wilderness. I would
rather live in the land of mountain and flood
within the troken outline of our own district,
with its glorious lights and shadows, than in
any flat region of the world. Other scenes
may have their own beauty, may be more
fertile and mwore easily traversed, but mine is
the dear Jand of hillsand valleys that drinketh
water of the rain ot heaven. It has its special
associations, and every glen, or hollow, or
mountain is a poem written in daisies and ferns,
in copse and forest, in crag and cataract, in
den and pinnacle, in sunbeam and cloud. You
sec that I am making excuses for our supersti-
tion, yet I nced not, for it is universal. What
country voder Heaven is free from it? What
trade or profession is guiltless? If we visit
Egypt we neced not confine our scrutiny to
tombd, or hieroglyph, or sphinx, to mummy,
papyrus, or pyramid, for we shall find sugersti-
tion alive.

We shall be warned of Gins, a class of Leings
created of fire, and intermedinte betiwween
angels and men, capable of assuming at plea-
sure the forms of men, birds, or monsters, or
of becoming invisible. If we turn our view to
the New World we sball find the meral emwpire
divided between the most outrageous supersti-
tion and the most cold-blooded scepticism.
The continent of America, from Baffin's Bay to
Capce Horn, scems to be possessed of all the evil
spirits with which Milton filled the Pandemo-
nium. Molach and Chemos, Baalin and Ashto-

I suspect that in countries |
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reth, Belial and Mammon, are rampant in
America. No amount of blood-letting can re-
duce the excitement of the devotees, and all the
cotton of the dis-united States, and the wool
and the hides of Brazil, are not suflicient as a
styptic. Sensation meetingsin New York, spirit-
rapping through the States, charms in Mexico,
magic in Brazil, bloody rites in Patagonia, are
the very alphabet of the language of supersti-
tion. If we return %o the east we may witness
the disinterment of Hebrew amulets which pro-
voke our laughter as well as our pity—amulets
composed of sentences and words in various
languages, for the Jews believed that Catan did
not understand the Catholic tongue, and there-
fore, by an admixture of words in that and
other languages, they expected to outwit the
tempter, If we pass to Turkestan and sojourn
near the tomb of Sheik Adi, we shall find in
the rites of the Yeridis some Celtic peculiarities
where the evil one is worshipped, but never
named. If we descend on India, we are sur-
rounded by spells, charms, and amulets, by
jugglers and magicians, who do strange things
with their enchantments. But overall the world
we have superstition. We have eithber the beil-
man’s drowsy charm, or the demons that are
found in fire, air, flood, or undergrouud, or
mystic and potent words, where more is meant
than meets the ear. You need not introduce &
saving clause for Europe. How many heads of
John the Baptist, think you, are exhibited on
the continent? There are fingers of saints who
must have been hundred-handed if the relics are
genuine. There are fragments of the true cross
in such profusion that nothing but a great fo-
rest could supply thern. We read of Galileo
and the inquisition ; but let us honestly confess
that at home we can read in Presbyterian re-
cords things as discreditable and foolish. Wod-
row i3 more superstitious than Bellarmine.
Our historians wrote for their own age, and by
their own light, and therefore they give us tales
of witcheraft and sorcery, of apparitions and
charms.

If it had been designed that men were never
to advance in knowledge—that a son was never
to hear or heed the counsel and experience of 2
father—that the third generation was to have
no practi~al advantage over the first—then. in-
deed, we could understand how there could be
no prejudice and superstition.  Knowledge
would remain in fetters and in prison instead of
walking at large over God's world, and would
resemble a newspaper with the same leading
article, the same chapter of accidents, the
same facts, the same advertisements, the same
births, deaths, and marriages from day to dary,
from week to week, and from ceatury to cen-
tury. This rcminds me of the minister who
preached the same sermon for twenty-five
years, and at last oniy changed his text. But
from even the first verse of the Bible, the dis-
course proceeded in the accustomed form—
t Who this Nicodemus was, commentatcrs are
not agreed, &c.” With our present advantages
we are hozrified at such a state of things wkich
would assuredly make ns imbecile. 1 have
heard of a succession of clergymen, it was
doubtless the Apostolical succession, becoming

nsane from the fact that thei. only duty was
o read the burial service. This ultimate insa-
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nity was almost inevitable, for one idea will
not fill or occupy the mind. Believe me, on
the rond of life we must progress. If we wish

10 stand still, the pressure of the train behind ;

will force us onwards, and the mystery of one
generation will hecome the obvious and cle-
mentary fact of the next. We live in an age
when charms have been disenchanted by our
great advances in pbysical science. It is well
—it is well that our grandfathers are in their
graves, for what would they have said and done
about some modern inventions? If we could
retrace the carcer of a century—if we could
converse with those who burned Kate M‘Niven
at Monzie, and tortured suspected witches at
Perth, we should be in danger of sharing the
same fate. If we could tell these doughty
sealots that wecould take infallible likenesses
without brush or pencil—that we could pro-
duce a perfect representation of a landscape or
a building merely by sunlight, we would cer-
teinly be condemned 1o the stake,and our
camera and collodion would be consigned to
tbe same fire. The first printed book was
Jdenounced as the fruit of necromancy. If we
could tell our old friend that a man sitting
in a locked and barred chamber in Perth,
Edinburgh, or Glasgow could without leaving
hig geat or speaking a word, communicate in a
moment & message to a friend in Lonaon, and
in & moment receive a reply, he would be greet-
ed with a lamentation that the world had been
given over,to the Devil ; the General Assembly
would appoint many days for fasting, humilia~
tion, and prayer : aminble and self-sufficient
mirvisters would instruct their Maker in their
devotions, as to the diabolical character of
electricity ; and the worker of the telegraph,
with ali his apparatus, would be consigned to
the tender mercies of the cruel. What would
our grandsires have thought about a railway ?
What would they bave said of a train gasping,
snorting, hissing, whistling past them at sixty
miles an hour ? What would they have thought
of the pale, ghost-like faces, the cage like car-
riages, thelsparks, the steam, rushing with a yell
into a dark tunnel? These things have come
gradually though quickly upon ourselves, but
we cannot deny that we are now encompassed
with devices, which in the last century would
bave been regarded as enchantments. Let this
consideration make us think charitably of those
wiio have gone before us, whose stern opinions
and practice onc may sadly deplore. Yetlet
italso warn us that we are only halting at a
station on the great railway. We have not

reached the terminus, and do not yet know |

where it is. The next stage of the journey, the
expericnce of the next generation, maay and
will reveal wonders fgreater than what have
yet been witnessed. There are more pioneers
on the lookout—there are more seckers after
truth—there are a thousand now for one in the

olden time glerning knowledge, and therefore

we may reasonably look for 2 prupertional
store. This trath is forced on us by recent ob-
servation. We have become impstient of the
devices and plans of our fathers. The steam
engine of forty years ago cannot now be sold ;
the machinery of twenty years ago is account-
ed obsolete. The agriculture of twenty years
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to your profit, was behind the age, and has
been superseded. And though you may smile
at it, 1 sympathize with the spirit of a state-
ment made by a worthy farmer in the South
who lately for the first time saw and travelled
by rail. 1When he returned home, his wife ob-
served that he was abstracted and silent. She
had the good sense to take no notice of this
state of things, and tried oanly to show him
that she was his wife, and that she reniembered
what the minister told ber about her duty when
she was married. At last the farmer said, “ A
well Jenny, as you see, there is something on
my mind. After what I have witnessed this
very day, you should not be surprised if one of
these days I should ask you to bring me my
wings from the spence, as I mean to fly over
to Lockerbie.” Indeed in our own time the pro-
gress has been unprecedented. In chemistry
and mechanics, the marvellous has become
common, and what was lately accounted impos-
sible is now the work or event of every day.
It would betray a grievous weakness to regret
the change, for it bas brought relief from toil,
it has mitigated distress, it has given rest to the
weary. Yet the poetry and romance of life are
disappearing before the good; stern, and search-
ing glance of practical truth. It is well that
itis so. God is leading us by the right way,
and we are yielding ourselves to unbelief if we
do no: sce His hand in everything. Itisa
pretty idea that Tom Campbell expresses in hig
poem on the rainbew—a poem with which you
are happily familiar, by doing your duty to your
little children in hearing them repeat their les-
sons at night—

“ YWhen science from creation’s face
Enchantment’s veil withdraws,
What lovely visions yield their place
To cold material laws I”

It is very true, but we are unwilling to be-
lieve it. St Paul warned us that whether there
be prophecies they shall fail, and whether there
be tongues they shall cease. The age of mira-_
cles is, by necessity, an age of intellectnal
childhood, and they cease when they are unne-
cessary. Even the Apostles could not work
miracles when they pleased, for you remcmber
that Paul left Trophimus sick at Miletum. Mi-
racles_ were not intended merely to astonish or
amuse mankind. They had their special pur-
pose and design, and our Saviour answered
Herod nothing, though the king hoped to have
secn some miracle done by Him.

Our forefathers not only believed in the
existence of witches, but were zealous to slay-
ing in extirpating them. A statement of the
number burned or drowned on this accusation
would horrify us; and the tortures to which
suspected persons were subjected, were a dis-
grace to any age. In Europe more than one
hundred thousands persons have been tortured
and put to death on the charge of witcheraft.
Even the infallible and tender Inquisition direct
ed thatahorse, which hiad been trained to some
unusual tricks, should be killed ; but to give
cven-handed justice, I must also state that a
shepherd's dog of more than usual sagacity
was formally condemnced to be hanged with hig

ago, as you know to your cost, and I hope also | master by the enlightened Scottish Court of
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Justiciary. It was at the same time believed
that witches could assume any shape they
pieased, especially that of a hare; that they
could ride aloft on a broomstick, that they
could navigate the ocean in a sieve, that they
dould inflict diseases on persons or cattic; “hat
they could cause misfortune bytheir mere wish ;
thas by a churned drink, in which nothing pe-
culiar could be detectel, they could make a
wan become desperately in love with any
woman. Most of you bave heard of the ena-
moured swain who was met on the way to
Glenlednook, deploring with tears and cries,
that a drink which he had got on the previous
evening in a black cup, had forced him to
return and propose marriage to a young lady.
As the marriage proved a happy one we shall
say nothing against that instance of a charm,
though we may privately be of opinion that the
amiability and comeliness of the bride had more
to do with the return to the glen than anything
in the black cup. In the common acceptation
of the term, there never was a witch. The
Greek word means a dealer in drags, the cor-
responding word in Arabic signifies to reveal
or discover, the Syriac word, to pray, the
Hebrew word, to pronounce or mutter spells.
The original meaning of our English word
wizard is only & wise or learned man. Butyou
have 3till some misgivings aboutwitcheraft,
and you are afraid that the minister has quite
ovarlooked the case of the witch of Endor.
But T bave not done so. It is one thing to
pretend to supernatural power, and it is another
thing to possessit. The crime which the Bible
declares to deserve death was not the exercise
of wiraculous power, but an impious imposture
on the simple aad unwary. It was a daring
denial of the Divine Providence. The Prophet
Samauel said 1o Saul &t Gilgal—*¢ Rebellion is
the sin of witcheraft, and stubborness is as ini-
quity and idolatry.” At the same time [ do not
doubt that Samuel did appear to Saul at Endor
—~not, indeed,in virtue of any power possessed
by the woman, but greatly to her terror and
surprise. The narrative tells that when the
woman saw Samuel she crie d out. It wagmost
unexpected ; and though she really intended to
deceive the king, she was herself astounded.
The Hebrew of the passage is much more defi-
nite than our authorized translation; and we
can believe that the Almighty perforthed =
miracle on that occagion,without also belidving
that the reputed witoh possessed & power in-
compatible with what Scripture teiches regard-
ing God's goveroment of the world seen}and
unseen. Sir Walter Scott, in his letter on
Demonology and Witcheraft, says most judi-
ciously that ¢ sorcery or witcherart of the Old
Teatament resolves itself into & trafficking with
iduls and asking counsel of false deities, or, in
other words, into idolstry.” Even amoug the
Romans in the time of Cicero, the pretensions
to witchraft had falien into contempt, and
Plato considered the exil to be in the pretence
and not in the reality. I have not overlonted
the case of Simon the sorcerer, who bawitched
the people of Samaria, ¢ giving out that himseif
was some great one.” He deceived the people,
but if you believe in witcheraft, there is no
longer & deception, there is o dreadful reality.
Do not suppose that Scripture teaches or im-
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plies the existence of such & power, for it has
been well remarked by a competent authority
that our translators accommodated this version
to the terminology of King James’ ¢ Treatise
on Demonologie,” and our own experience has
demonstrated that what was once ascribed to
witcheraft can now be easily accounted for and
explained by natural and common causes.
Some of our most interesting tales of wonder
are sadly deficient in proper authentication.
Every one in Strathearn has heard of the burn-
ing of the witch of Monzic, and of the prophe-
cies which she uttered. The ministers of that
parish were not to prosper until the river Shaggy
should change its course. The house of Monzie
was to have no heir, and the family of Inchbra-
kie was always to be blessed with one so long
as the stone wag preserved which she bit from
her necklace and spat towards the proprietor.
1 should like to know if ever these prophecies
assumed shape. It would be very interesting
to ascertain how long their utterance was
deferred after the death of the prophetess; and
how Kate M‘Niven came to have a neck-lace of
valuable sapphires. Witches were generally
poor and unbefriended. Such a necklace as
the story mentions, would have purchased her
exemption from all suapicion and given her
many friends Iam the more incredulous abcat
the story as two distinct parties claim to be in
pussession of the very same stone, and have
contradictory traditions regarding it. But I
admit that there have been very remarkable
coincidences connected with this case,and I am
happy to say that the ministérs of Monzie bave
at length begun to prosper without any violent
alteration of their romantic river.

There are still some customs among us which
I am very unwilling to characterize by the
hard cpithet of superstitions. When the sad
doy comes when the shadow oi death i3 on our
homes, I have been impressed by seeing the
clock made suspend its fanction, and no nots
of time taken till the day of the funeral, Itis
s-beautiful idea—it is a' gilent poem—adud we
should see-that it hing its proper and serious in-
fluence on us. Bt any good inflaénce i3 hin-
dered by thie concomitant superstition of veil-
ing each mirror, or spréading salt. ¥ say
nothing to-night of the death watch, which is
& well-known ingect—of wraiths, of warnings,
of musie, of apparitions, except that in every
case where there was a fair opportunity, they
conld be accounted for.

You may think these superstitions very con-
temptible. Stay a little and think more seri-
ously. Are you prepared to despise the saper-
stitious affections of the Egyptions that cared
for the embalming of their dead 7 If it were,
that the people of the Pharaohs were groping
after the mystery of the resurrection, would
yeu not pity and respect it ? Would you nat
hnve been thankful to have that light to yonr
feet and that lamp to your path, by which you
conld have surely led the wanderers onwards,
and by which you conld have read the sublime
and holy words, /s well at the way-side grave
as at the proudest pyramid-—** It is sown in cor-
ruption, it is raised in incorruption 77 Let us be
rightly thankful that we have light shining in
a dark place. The very superstitions of & na-
tion are instructive, and therefore you will
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understand how it is that I am referring to
visionary tales at which you have often smiled,
and which I could not with propriety allude to
clsewhere.

1 must now conclude these remarks for the

cvening, and Iwill do so by telling you a few

things that may surprise you. Mothers and
Jangbters, you have all in early daysplayed at
Mary-my-tansey, and sung a very preity air to
it. Did you koow that you were repeating a
Roman Catholic prayer, and that in your sim-
plicity you were speaking Latin?  The mystic
words I refer to are a prayer to the Virgin, and
ought to be pronounced Maria me tange. You
have all seen shoes thrown after a bride on ber
leaving her father’s house ; did you know that
this custom was a lebrew one, and most beau-

1iful and significant ? It is the formal acknow- :

ledgement that the authoniey of father or guar-
dian is transferred to the husband. When you

next read the beautiful Book of Rnth, think of |

this. The delivering of a shoe of sandal signi-
fies that the next of kin trangferred tp another
a sacred obligation. I will not readily forget
the amazement with which I learned that my
pursery mpid had, on her way to church carry-
ing one of my children to be baptized, insisted
on a carriage being stopt, and on the surprised
occupant of the vehicle receivipg from her the
christening-bread. I also cannot forget that,
bath here and clsewhere in Scotiand, there isa
dread that a girl should be baptized before a
boy. The consequence is alleged to be a manly
appeudage to the young woman's chin. It un-
fortunately bappened in my father’s parish that
thig coincidence had occurred, and as you
may suppose, it was in vain to ridicule the
superstition. The womanly face of anold man,
and the very clothed and masculine chin of an
old woman, were living demonstrations. I
will only mention one more significant custom
now, and perhaps explain more on another even-
ing. At cvery marriage you see the bride-
groom’s friepd receiving his glove. It is the
old delivery of the gauntlet, by which the friend
became bound to do the bridegroom's battles
fora year. He had the bridegroom’s honour
in hiz charge and keeping. A natural and
similar idea provides that the bridesmaid re-
ceives the bride'’s glove. And thus you learn that
many customs whick you hgye thought un-
reauing are deeply significant.

TRUST.

Plant the ivy anywhere ;

By the rock that's bare and blesk,
Where the balmy summer air

Ne'er can bend to kiss its cheek;
Where no sound of brook or bird
'Mid the solemn gloom is heard ;

Learve it clinging to the wall,
Where the wintry winds may beat,

Where the sunbecams never fall,
Apd the breath of blossoms sweet

Never floats among its leaves

All the summer morn and cves;

Yet 'twill flourish, green and fair;
Twine and wave with sweetest grace,
Fling its tendrils to the air,
Glorify the bleakest place,
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Never losing, day by day ;
If December, or if May.

So the soul that bears within

Faith in God aud perfect trust,
In this wilderness of sin,

Travel-worn, and stained with dust;
Wet with rains and chilled with snows ;
Scorned by friends and bruised by foes ;

Tempests pouring out their wrath
On his weary, aching head;
Thorns upspringing in his path;
Al his fair hopes crushed and dead ;
Not aword or note of cheer
Falling on his loncly ear;

Yet how little careth he

With that sweet trust in bis breast.
Near him soon, ah! soon T'1! be,

* Where the weary are at rest,”
Singing thus, pursues his way,
If December, or if May.

Christian Advecale and Journal.

THE COPY-LINE.

Gotthold observed a boy in a writing school,
eyeing attentively the line placed before him as
a copy and labouring to write with equal cor-
rectness and beauty, Mark, said he to the by-
standers, how all perfection is the offspring of
imperfection, and how, by frequent mistakes, we
learn to do well. It is not required of thisboy
that his penmanship shall equal that of the line.
He satisfies his master by the pains he takes;
for these are a ground of hope that he will pro-
gressively improve, aud at last learn to write
with rapidity and elegance.

We also have a patternto copy. Ithasbeen
left us by the Lord Jesus (1 Peter ii. 21), and
is His most perfect and holy life. And think
not that He exacts from usmore than the teach-
er does from the pupil. No indeed; if He find
us carefully studying His example, and diligent
in our endeavours to imitate it, He exercises for-
bearance towards our faults, and by His grace
and Spirit daily strengthens us to amend. In
the school of Christ, the best scholars are they
who continue learniug to tbe last ; I mean they
who sedulously keep their dMaster’s example be-
fore their eyes, and are always striving to grow
more and more like it, but who yet are never
satisfied with themselves, nor with the progress
which they make. We must, therefore, endea-
vour to avoid two faults, negligence and dis-
couragement. The one becomes eventually the
parent of indolence and security ; the other of
grief and despondency. Heaven is open, not
to the perfect and strong, but to the feeble and
erring. Let tbe chief of sinners betake them-
selves to the strength and fulness of Clirist,
and find in His grace the supply of all their
wants.

O my God! despise not my waunt of skill.
Remember I am but a learner, and be satisfied
with my poor performances. My good intentions
often miscarry. But ought I on that account to
desist? God forbid! So longas Ilive, I will
always begin afresh, and in heaven, at Thy good
time, will lay my masterpicce at Thy feet.—
Gotthold's Emblems.
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ENDLESS LIFE.

BY NORMAN MACLEOD, P.D.

My prarR CuiLpREN—You are never to die,
bat to live for ever and ever! You will livefa
year, and, when that is done, another year,
und so on and on for thousands and thousands
of years. If but one of the grains of sand on
the seo shore was counted each year, yet, long
after every grain was counted, you would still
be alive. You are to live as long as God lives
~that is, for ever.

I know what you are thinking about.—You
are thinking of death, and wondering wby I
say sucha strange thing as that you are never
to die. For, though you have lived & very
short time, yet yo: have often seen burials,
and heard of people dying, and have perhaps
known some one in your own house who used
to be with you every day, but whom you never
gee now, nor never bear; and you know, too,
that you will never see them more in the house,
because they are dead. And, perhaps, you
remember some little brother or sister, who
used to play with you, and whom you loved
very much, but who became unwell, and got
worse apd worge; and then every one looked
gad; and by and by you were told that they
were dead ; snd you saw them taken away, but
never more ceme back. Remembering all this,
you ask, Am I not to die sometime? and thus
no doubt you sometimes think of death, though
of course you do not like to do so~for death
itgelf is not good. I one day saw a little bird
in & cage,and it was very happy singing its
songs, and picking its food, and drinking out
of its cup. Next day I went to pay it a visit
and to hear it sing—hut the cage was lying all
broken on the floor, and no bird was there! I
never saw the bird again, Wag it dead? Noi
It fled away through the blue sky on a beauti-
ful sunny day, and some people heard it sing-
ing ag it used to do, near a clear stream of
water, among trees and flowers. When your
little brother or sister died, it was only the
cage that was broken and buried, but the
spirit that used to speak to you, and lave you,
and be bappy with you, was never touched, or
broken or buried ; never !~—but it went to Jesug
Chirist, and there it isliving, and thinking, and
singing, quite cheerful and happy ; and getting
far wiser, and learning far more there than
you can do here, because it lives ina better
place, where there is no <‘ckuess and wo sin,
and where everything is beautiful and good,
and every one is kind and joyfal.

Now, it may be, you will live for o long, long -

time in this world, and not leave it till you are
cld with grey hairs.
God pleases; and God always pleases to do
what is best for you, because his name is Love,
and so you should be always pleased with
whatever He does. But, remember, Death,
when it comes, touches only the cage, not the
vird. It is the body, not yourself, that dies.—
You yourself will never for one moment be
away from Jesus, but always be as close to
him as those babes were whom he clasped

This, however, is just as -

{ to Ilis heart and blessed when fle was
| earth.

} My dear children, is it not good and kind in
! God to make us in order to live with Himself
; for ever ? He made all the treesand plantson
1 the face of the earth, but He did not breathe
| into them His own life ; they did not, therefore,
become living souls, and so they shall all per-
ish. God made all the fish of the sea, all the
birds of the air, and all the beasts of the field,
but neither did he make them living souls. nor
say to them * live for ever,” and thercfore they
also perish. God made all the great world,
the mountains, rivers and seas; and He made
the sun, the moon, the thousands of stars tbat
shine in the sky, but he never said to them
¢ live for ever,” and so, toc, they must pass
away. The esrthis very old, the mountains
are just the same as they were in the days of
Adam ; you can walk in the Holy Land justin
the same places where Abrabam, and Bdoses,
and David, and Jesus, walked ; andlong after
our bodies die, the hills we see will remain the
same, and the rivers will roll the same, and
they will flow and ebb the same ; yet these old,
old hills, and rivers, and seas, must one day
depart and * no place be found for them!” But
you, my dear children, will live long, long
after them—for as I have told you, you will
live for ever ! Has not God, then, loved you
far more than the birds, or fish, or beasts, or
mountains, or the whole world? Has he not
loved you when he made youso great, breathed
into you the breath of life, and said to each of
you, #1 wish this child to live for ever?” And
now you ought tolove God as your own Father,
for He surely did not make you that you should
be frightened for Him, and try to forget iim,
sin sgaingt Him, and make Him angry with
you! No,no! God, asit were, says to you,
“ Love me, my child, and be good and happy.”
Remember then you are never to die, but to live
for ever, and I wish you to be good, g0 that
you may be happy while you live for ever,
and notbe wicked and therefore miserable.
Pray this way to God :—

« My Fatber, Thou hast made me to live for
ever with thyself. I thank Thee for Thy kind-
ness to me. Forgive all my sins. Teuch me
to know Thee, and helpme to love Thee my
Father now, that so I may be good and happy.
Deliver me from evil. Hear me for the sake of
Jesus Christ my Saviour, who died for 1ie.
Amen.?

on

THE ANT.
! Named twice in the Bible (Prov. vi. §, xxx. 23).

Not every lazy litile boy or girl can go and
at once find ants to learn from. They have
homes of their own, where they abound, and
 where their ways may best be scen; and in some
i such places, you cannot go many steps without

being made to think of the ant, and her wise,
| busy ways. There she will cross each path you
| take, clearing it, asshe goes, of each fibre, stick,
} or fir-spine, to pile them up on her brown pyr-
- amid hill. ~ She climbs each mound before you,
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and drives you many a time from the soft green
spot where you would like to sit and watch
ber work, till you begin to feel that she owns
the soil. The roe and the rabbit will fly at
your far-off step; the bee will keep to its
heather or its flowers ; but the ant is creeping
everywhere. One July day, we said we would
sit and wait for an hour in a wood, till some
friends came back. We forgot the ants that
were used to that wood—all its firg, all its
junipers, quite to themselves. ‘I'heirhills were
on every side, and between two of them, just
facing on each side the path, they had opened
an ant’'s highway right across it, where two
little black streams poured as fast, and kept
their own sides as well as men do on a London
street. We had to break a tree-branch half
through, and sit up in a cleft, before we could
get a seat, and not be crept upon.

They say that there are just such ant-hills,
and as many of them, at Balmoral. If so, the
Queen will have to ask the ants’ leave before
she can sit and rest long on her own billside.

And King Solomon, whose pen wrote both
these texts, had he been to watch the little crea-
tare whose feet never weary till she turns each
waste morsel into a stone for her city wall? He,
the guide, the ruler of the nation, did he come,
fretted with men'’s sloth and slowness, to watch
the ongoings of the people, weak but wise, that
thronged the paths nesr the houge of the forest

l
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of Lebanon, finding among them proofs of a
wisdom and a skill more faultless than his own ?

Will you try to be like the ant this year ?
Will you begin it awake? To sleep in the day
is always sad but to sleep in harvest i3 ruin,
Oh, what harvest years were 1860-1! tlow
many a thousand wer¢ borne from Satan’s
ground safe into Christs garner! How many a
young hand put the sickle in, and became &
reaper for Him! Are ,ou asleep in thg harvest
Jield, or half asleep?—The Christion Treasury.

SUCCESS.

Ir others to their merits rightly trace
Their wealth or place,

It i3 not so with me;
All my success I owe, my God, to thee.

Clearly I see how all my morning schemes
Had proved but dreams,

To break .o long drear day, [my way.
Hadst thou not helped my arm, and hedged

Full many a time I came to failure's brink,
And thought to sink ;

But still thou gav’st thy haud,
And once again 1 stood, and still I stand.

Bears not the future more of cauge for ease
To me than these ?
Man’s strength may soon be gone ;
God’s never fails, nor prayer to put it on.
Lord XKinloch.

Subbutly Beadings.

ON THE SACREDNESS OF LABOUR.*

1t is told of one of the early Italian paint-
ers, who, like other artists of his day, was
engaged with the most sacred of subjects,
that he used to pursue his work kneeling—
in the attitude of prayer. This story, sa-
vouring of the earnest, symbolical manners
of the age, has always been very significant
to us. The painter there, before his canvas,
becomes almost an allegorical figure, con-
veying a silent moral on the sacredness
that is in buman labour.

To speak in direct practical terms of the
sacredness of labour, and to propose that
the example of the ancient painter—not
indeed in the form of the act, but in the
spirit of it—should be followed in our own
time, may not unlikely appear somewhat
of a devout imagination. The opinion now
commonly entertained regards labour, not
as a sacred thing, but a thing secular,—
opposed more or less to what is sacred.
This distinction, between things secular and
things sacred, deserves to be looked into as
a notable sign of the times. Not that it is
altogether new, but its prevalence among

* By the Rev. James Black, M. A,, Chatham,
C.E.

Protestant Christians is new. The early
Christians and the first Protestants believed
that all things were either of God or of the
Wicked One—holy or unholy. Modern
colightenment reminds us of a third class
of mings—as it were, neither holy nor
unholy, but properly “secular.’” ~ Now
we think that this distinction belongs to
a time of darkness—not of enlightenment.
Believing that, after all, there is no such
third world, as that which we call the
secular world, but that it is entirely a de-
lusive notion of man’s own—let us hope
even to sce the day, or some dawning of
the day, when all belief in it shall have
been abandoned. The racr still seems to
be, that all things arc either of God or of
the Evil One, and consequently that all
human labour is either sacred—either a
holy thing, according to the will and law of
God—or else accursed, as being according
to the will of the Enemy. As'to that sort
of labour which is secular, it is not easy to
see where it can be carried on under that
sky, which is not a secular sky, but the
heaven of God.

The verdict of the world npon this
subject is expressed in her familiar maxim,
“ Business is business.” She scorns the
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attempls by pious men to make a sacred
duty of her employment, and it has become
100 evident that she will, for the meantime,
have supporters among those from whom
better things might have been eypected.
The deliberate opinion has been expressed
by Christian men, that commerce at least,
which at the present time is a sufficiently im-
portant branch of labour, can by no possibi-
lity be redeemed from the secular world. As
:f commerce were not, as much as science
or art, a necessity for man and as if
all the branches of human industry, (un-
less houscbreaking, forgery, and the like,
are to be reckoned branches of industry),
were not appointed for man by Him who
made him. Bausiness is business! Yes,
and there is a law for all business, as old
and as holy as any of the Sacred Code.
The first of commandierts is  “Subdue
zhe Eartii!" and that primitive Law remains
anrepealed : every new law,—the Gespel
“iseli—only repeats it, adds new force and
significance to it, and shows us how we
may best attain to the fulfilment of it
in the New Testament there is a phrase,
* Not slothful in business;” there is a text
* Every gift of God is good ;” and there
's a parable which represents the position
of man, as that of a servant who hath
received from his Lord talents which it is
2 deadly sin for him {0 leave unemployed.
That paradle is but a repetition, in other
werms, of the first chapier of Genesis. It
has no dqubt mapy avd yagious amplica-
tions, (as which of those Divine Lessons
has not#); but amang these, surely this is
the most fundamoental—that man is a SeT-
vant who hath feceived a trust—whoss trust
includes, not ove thing, but cverything
belonging to his natare and te the wordd in
which be is placed. The garden is but
‘he opportunity for beginning his service.
And as for art and science, and commerce,
these arconly the leritimate and ne
conscguences of labour, whatever may
hare been its beginning. Lei any man
consider the question—How loag would it
hare been possible for Adamo work at
the ground, without enlering on some first
step to art and science, which, “once tzken,
would necessitate all the rest?

Theifirst chapler of Genesis feaches us
‘hat the manifold laboar of man is no secula-
sity, but a thing of God's appointment, and

to the perfoction of God's

world. We talk too oilen of the works
»f God in contrast wita the works of man; !
as if the wotk of man were not o be |
tacluded within the sphere of God's work-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

ing; nay, were not so much a part of the
great whole, that, without it, all the rest
would he incomplete. We love and reve-
rence the exceeding beauty of the work
of God, untouched by the hand of this
other worker. It is the sublime scenes
which are lified above our reach that most
deeply move us—the solitary mountains,
whose summit man cannot gain; the heavens
above, in which light is lost to him. And
yet, to the eye of the Almighty himself,
we are taught to belicve, that an earth or
a universe, altogether beautiful, would
scem unfinished, perhaps not worth finish-
ing, unless it were made the home of
an inielligence, who, being created after
the imagze of the Creator, should imitate
his cperations, appreciate his designs, and
be worthy to be called His son.

“ Business,”—a man’s public duty, his
contribution to the advancement and pros-
perity of the world,—must surely, wher we
consider it, be as sacred at lenst ag his
private, domestiz daties, and who will deny
sacredness tothemn?  After all the cry of
“Business is Business,” soul and conscience
will get their voice heard even in matters
of business ; and soul and conscience are
very sacred thing=.  Itis found that laws
of God have their operation even in
matiers of Businesg, 3 fact to be weighed
by the secularist and explained away, if it
canbe! No, fricnds; let us still trust in the
primitive belicf. Let us look yet for the
time, when, in the prophet's figore, Holiness
to the Lord shall be engraved wpon the
bells of the horses—that were traly the
day of cnlighterment!

“CASTING ALL YOUR CARE GPON iy,
FOR HE GAREBTH FOR YOU.”

1Pesoxny. 5.

“ Yes, for me, for me He catoth
With & brother's teader care ;
Yes, with me, with mc He shareth

Bresy bardes, every fear.

* Yeg, o'er e, o'er = He walcheth,
Bver waicheth, night and day;
Yeg, c'en me, c'en me He spatcbeth
From the perils of the way.

#Yes, for me, for e He pleadeth
At the DerTy seat above;
Brer for e intereedeth
With o free anchanging love.

“ Thas I watch for His returaing,

Siagiag 2l e way to hesven :
This e joyfzl song of woTTInG,

This the trangail soag of even®

Fomily Trecsury.
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