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THE NEW YEAR
r upon thy paths, O year ! 

f paths, which all who breathe must tread,
Ich lead the Living to the Dead;

, for it ie my doom 
tread the labyrinthe gloom; 
note who round me watch and wait; 
love a few; perhaps to hate; 
ddoall duties of my fate.

—Barry Cornwall.
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Ontario Bee-Keepers’ Assoc - 

1 held its 23rd Annual Meeting 
•court house in the town of 
e, on December i6th, 17th and 
11902.

: president, Mr. J. D. Evans, in 
air, called the meeting to order 

>'clock p.m.
the request of the president, 
K. Darling invoked the Divine 

ng on the meeting.
! secretary read the minutes of 

Annual Meeting held at 
ck, which, on motion, were 

and signed by the Presi-

cretary read communica-

PRBSIDBNT’S ADDRESS
Friends,—

I am glad to meet you again to re­
new our friendship and exchange 
our experiences. Whilst the past 
year was not a record breaker in the 
yield of honey still the yield was fair 
and the quality and the price good.

One of the lessons that we have 
learned is that there is never a good 
crop in all parts of Ontario in any 
one year and any aparist who has a 
large crop of honey should make en­
quiries as to the honey yield in the 
whole Province before jumping to the 
conclusion that it is abundant and go­
ing to be cheap ; the importance of 
correct information on this point and 
the influence of the association in 
keeping up fair prices was well illus­
trated in the disaster that befell the 
attempt of certain commission men in 
Toronto to break the honey market 
last fall, and in this connection I 
wish to say that the thanks of this 
Association is due to Mr. Byer, of 
Markham, for his prompt and ener­
getic action in the case.

I am much disappointed in the 
slow increase in our membership; 
early in the year the executive pre­
pared a circular showing the useful­
ness of the Association to Beekeepe/s 
and had it mailed at considerable 
expense to about seven thousand bee­
keepers in Ontario, I regret to say 
that the increase in membership did 
not justify the expense, it seems 
amazing to me that any bee-keeper
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should be so blind to his own interest 
as to stand aloof from so useful a 
society.

I was surprised at receiving 
only six applications for,the services 
of the Inspector of Apiaries during 
the year and wrote Mr. McEvoy ask­
ing him to let me know what appli­
cations he had received and what 
apiaries he had visited. The inspec­
tor refused to give me this informa­
tion and quoted some old resolution 
passed in the time of the late Mr. 
Pringle forbidding him to give any 
information of this kind except to 
the Minister of Agriculture.

If any such resolution is on the 
books of the Association it is of no 
force whatever as by the Statutes of 
Ontario the Inspector has no author­
ity to visit any apiary unless 
sent by the President of the Society. 
See section "3’’ Chap. 283, R. S. O. 
1897-

Section 6 of the same Act provides 
a fine of not less than $20 or more 
than $50 or imprisonment for one 
or two months tor any owner who 
conceals the fact that foul brood ex­
ists among his bees.

Section 10 of the same Act reads : 
“Every bee-keeper or other person 
who is aware of the existence of foul 
brood either in his own apiary or 
elsewhere shall immediately notify 
the President of the Ontario Bee- 
Keepers’ Association, of the exist­
ence of such disease and in default of 
so doing shall on summary consid­
eration before a justice of the peace 
be liable to a fine of $5 and costs.”

Section 12 of said Act orders the 
Association to report to the Minister 
of Agriculture each year, the number 
of colonies destroyed and the locality 
where found, so that the secrecy 
sought to be observed is contrary to 
the law and absurd.

I think the Association should 
seek for the authority to appoint a

Sub-Inspector in each of its districts 
and thus save unnecessary travel­
ling expenses and that in future our 
Presidents should strictly enforce the 
law that no Inspector or Sub-Inspec­
tor inspects any apiary unless direct­
ed by the President for the time be 
ing. It would be well to have a by­
law passed defining the duties of the 
Inspectors and the Act for the sup­
pression of foul brood among bees, 
printed in the minutes of this session 

I greatly regret that through some

J. D. Evans, Retiring President.

misunderstanding, Prof. Harrison, of I 
Guelph was not in a position to carry I 
out his experiments in treating fouir 
brood with formalin. He wrote the I 
secretary early this season asking fori 
samples of foul and black brood and I 
asked that Mr. Gemmell supply them I 
unfortunately through delay ia| 
the correspondence and the fact that I 
the Sub Inspector was busy, samptej 
were not sent until it was too latel 
and we will have no report this sea-
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son from the Professor. I hope he 
will be supplied with all necessary 
materials for his experiments next 

i season for they are of the utmost 
importance.

I hope that we may have a pleas­
ant and profitable meeting.

* * *

Considerable discussion arose over 
I ihe clause in the President's address 
relating to the Inspector of Apiaries 
and it was considered by the members 
present that while no blame could be 

I attached to the Inspector of Apiaries, 
lit was desirable that the 
1 font brood act should be carefully 
[examined to see whether any change 
[should be made in the wording of the 
[Act. Following this suggestion Mr. 
[Holtermann moved, seconded by Mr. 
[Sparling that a committee beappoint- 
|ed by the President for this purpose 
Iwhich on a vote having been taken 
|was carried.

QUESTION DRAWER 
In charge of W. A. Chrysler, Chat­

ham.
Q. Can slightly fermented honey 

Ibt safely used for spring feeding?
I Mr. Chrysler : I would say yes 
IbutI would prefer to heat it and 

e aporate it to the consistency of ripe 
froney. I believe I would add water 
lo it after wards to make it thin enough 
lor the bees to take it up more quickly 
ihemselves.

Mr. Darling : Have you ever fed 
py fermented honey ?

Mr Chrysler : Not very much; I 
|uve fed a little.

Mr. Darling : I did once or twice 
Ind I never had the bees boom so 
iird as they did on that slightly fer- 
ptnted honey and I didn’t heat it at
| Mr. Chrysler : When I spoke of 
ating it to evaporate it I didn't 
low to what extent it might be fer- 
uter* There is a great deal of

difference in fermented honey. If it 
was left long enough it might almost 
have gone to vinegar. As I look at 
the question again I see it says 
“slightly fermented.’’

Mr. Darling :• Mine was not fer­
mented very much; I wouldn't like to 
feed it after it gets to the alcoholic or 
vinegar stage; it was only so that you 
could notice a sour smell to the honey.

Mr. McEvoy : When did you feed 
it?

Mr. Darling: In the spring. I 
fed it inside of the hive but outdoors 
and I never had them build up as 
fast.

Q. How do you know foul brood 
and what would cure it ?

Mr. Chrysler : I am unable to 
answer that. I can say : I have 
never had any foul brood ; the only 
time I have ever seen it was about 
six months after the bees had all 
been killed by it. As to the curing 
of it. Mr. McEvoy or some person 
who had more experience than I 
should speak.

Mr. McEvoy : There are a great 
many kinds of dead brood ; there are 
two or three stages in which the 
resemblance is very strong and if 
you make a mistake make it on the 
safe side, don’t take chances, because 
I have often heard people say, “if I 
had only known that was it at first 
but they distributed combs for the 
bees to clean up and they got their 
yards cleaned up instead.

When the decayed brood assumes 
that ropy .sticky consistency .this that 
they call black brood has the closest 
resemblance to it. They both re­
quire the same treatment, but with 
the foul brood it has a fine stretch, 
like India rubber ; in its final stage 
is of a dark coffee color. That is the 
only way that a stranger or inexperi­
enced person may be guided in telling 
it. Seeing dead matter in the comb 
is not always a guide. It may be
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dark, it may be poisoned or black or 
foul brood.

For the treatment of it, the bees 
must be thoroughly cleansed of the 
old honey that they took from the 
old hive. There are times when you 
could shake them on to full sheets of 
foundation and make a cure but it is 
too risky' for while you might .cure 
nine-tenths of the bee yard, if it 
worked out in the other one-tenth it 
would only go on and destroy all 
you had done.

If it is in the honey season shake 
the bees down on little starters, tak­
ing all the comb out. Shake them 
into the empty hive and give them 
half an inch of comb foundation 
starters and do the work in the even­
ing. If the flow should stop or 
slacken through rains or unsuitable 
weather apply the feeders at once 
and" start a flow in that way and they 
will draw out these little pieces of 
foundation. If you allow the little 
they brought from the old comb to 
be stored in the new that will cause 
trouble ; take away therefore the 
built out starters and give them 
sheets of foundation, and when this 
foundation is worked out it is forever 
gone in every case ; this will cure 
every hive it is found in.

It is one thing to cure the 
bees, but you may cure with 
a great loss, that is, you 
may destroy all the healthy brood 
also. Leave about a quarter of the 
bees, after you shake them down, on 
one set of combs; take the combs from 
this, that and the other, enough to 
make too stories and leave it about 
ten or twelve days and most of the 
brood will hatch out ; after about ten 
days in the honey season shake them 
down and put them through this 
treatment again and give them a 
queen or queen cell. In going 
through the bee yard put a cross 
upon those hives ; if one is very bad

IW

put three crosses, if middling, two, 
and so on.

Don’t do this work in the morning 
or middle of the day, because if you 
shake the bees out anc do it in the 
middle of the day they will become 
restless and some will swarm out and 
mix in with what you have already 
treated.

After the honey season is passed 
and you find a few have got it, even 
if it is oniy a few cells, don’t think 
that it will ever cure itself, because 
as long as a comb lasts it will 
remain. Those few that are there let 
alone but take the others that arc 
sound and feed them sugar syrup 
until you get a lot of nice sealed 
combs, feed them down till they are 
sealed solid. In an evening in 
October go to the dcseased colonics, 
lift the combs out, shake the bees 
back and give them five or six combs 
of these sealed stores. The honey 
they took out of the infected combsl 
they have got to keep, as they have 
no place to put it ; the queen has] 
stopped laying, the cold weather ii 
coming on and it will be digest 
and taken out of the way. Just 
good a cure as in June or July.

Never attempt to cure any in frail 
bloom, it is too risky, because tbi 
weather might change suddenly am 
the flow stop coming in and you wil 
meet with quite a lot of starvii 
larvæ ; they will consume the ui 
sealed stores and they won’t unca] 
the stores they have quick enough 
feed the amount of brood. It ism 
proper to do it then, wait until Jui

In these weak colonies you ha 
two or three crosses on, take two 
three or whatever it may require 
make a good swarm, cleanse that 
cure it. These others that ha 
plenty of fine brood, tier the bn 
up from the others and you wi 
make up what you lost, you will 
it in the new.
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This shook swarm business I have 
noticed in all the journals and to 
give the editors their due they have 
got out a lot of fine articles. Some 
have gone so far as to say they are 
going to cure foul brood with it. 
Not always ; they may in some cases 
and under some circumstances where 
there is not too much, but they will 
never cure a badly diseased yard, it 
is impossible. The main thing is to 
cleanse the honey taken from the old 
comb. What do you say, Mr. Post ?

Mr. Post : I think your system is 
ill right ; it worked all right in my 
neighborhood.

Q. What has been your experi­
ence with foundation manufactured 
bj Goold, Shapley & Muir, known 
as the Weed Process ?

Mr. Chrysler : I have not used it; 
I can’t say.

Mr. Brown : I have used what was 
said to be manufactured by the Weed 
[process and I could not see any more 
[advantage in it t ian what has been 

ude by the ordinary process.
Mr. Armstrong : I have used both 

inds. I have used from the Goold, 
hapley & Muir Company quite a 
inantity of it for the brood chamber; 
don’t want to use anything else. I 
ake foundation myself but with the 
"eed process you can use a much 
ighter grade; I am satisfied you can 
[tt more sheets for the same amount 

wax and it is a great deal stronger 
an the kind I make by hand.
Mr. Brown : What is the trouble 

ith it in the sections.
Mr. Armstrong ; I won’t say any- 
ing about that just at present.
Mr. Holtermann : What Mr. Arm- 

says is perfectly correct. For 
foundation you can use a 

[liter grade and it does not sag. 
«has been objection found to 
section foundation; some claim 

it the bees do not work on it as 
ily. As far as I know I have not

found anything in that. But the 
claim is that the pressure in milling 
it makes it harder. I happen to know 
one thing that the Goold, Shapley & 
Muir company are remedying and 
that is, they are now going to roll out 
and thin the sheet before it goes to 
the mill so that there won’t be the 
pressure upon it that there has been 
formerly.

Mr. Post : I think the sheet is 
correct but they draw it in milling it.

Mr. Holtermann : The difficulty 
I mention was to overcome that. The 
tendency was to stretch the cell a lit­
tle, when the operator does not watch 
the temperature in milling and to 
remedy that they are thinning down 
the sheet so that what is left in the 
sheet will just make the cell wall.

Mr. Craig : As Mr. Holtermann 
has just stated, we are now preparing 
a machine or rollers that will reduce 
the thickness of the sheet before it is 
put through the mill. This I believe 
will altogether prevent the stretch5 n g 
of the cell that has been mentioned 
by Mr. Post. So far as section foun­
dation is concerned, we have had 
reports from some who say that the 
bees will work on the Weed process 
foundation sooner than they will on 
the other, but of coarse there are so 
many reports and so diverse, it is 
hard to say which is right. In an 
experitr nt of which I had some per­
sonal knowledge, the “Weed” seemed 
to have the preference by far, but I 
believe that in this instance the foun­
dation made by hand, the wax that 
was used was from cappings and this 
being so much harder, the bees did 
not draw it out so quickly as they 
probably would the ordinary grade, 
to that I did not think the experi­
ment amounted to anything.

Mr. Armstrong : A great many of 
the members will remember the time 
Mr. Shaver had the samples of diff­
erent foundations on exhibition at
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Toronto and I happened to know 
something about the hand-made foun­
dation that he had and it is just as 
Mr. Craig said. It depends altogeth­
er on the wax you are using for the 
foundation. You can take cappings 
and make foundation out of them 
that is much harder than that which 
is made out of the yellow wax from 
old combs. Another thing, if one lot 
of foundation has been made last 
year and the other now, the bees 
will take more quickly to the fresh 
made unless you put the other in 
warm water and bring it to a certain 
temperature and as quickly as possi­
ble, that will help it. If you want to 
make a thorough test you want to 
take the same grade of wax, make it 
at the same time and give it to the 
same bees at the same time.

Mr. Darling : I have had no ex­
perience in using this. I got a letter 
from a gentleman in Pembroke who 
has used it and who wanted to know 
if I had had any experience. He 
said he fancied in his experience that 
the bees did not take as kindly and 
as quickly to the patent process foun­
dation as they did to the old fashion­
ed foundation.

Mr. Newton : I remember well 
meeting Mr. Armstrong and Mr. 
Shaver at the Toronto meeting. 
There was a question in the ques­
tion box similar to this and they want- 
ad to know why I didn’t say any­
thing on the subject and I told them 
I did not wish to because it was not 
a fair experiment. It has been ex­
plained this afternoon just as I told 
Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Shaver that 
the samples of wax were not to be 
compared together, that one was 
made chiefly of cappings while the 
other was made of that yellow wax 
and in that way they should not be 
compared at all because one is much 
softer than the other. Any one who 
makes or uses foundation knows

that I have been making the old 
process. Mr. Holtermann thought 
the new process could be made strong­
er. Well, it is tougher, I will admit 
that, yet for the last two years where 
we have been milling it eight sheets 
to the pound and I have found the 
customers like that just as well as the 
Weed and they find just as much 
satisfaction with the eight sheets to 
the pound as they did with the 
Weed. By the old method there is I 
one -hing, I give the advantage to 
people sending wax; we give good 
wax back. In the new process they 
cannot get as much pure wax. It 
would be impossible to send back as I 
nice wax. I have tried the two in I 
the section and I always found the I 
bees took to the old process in thel 
sections ahead of the Weed but I can't! 
say as to the brood because I never I 
tried it. I think the Weed is tougher! 
and I think that is one reason why| 
they take to the old process.

Mr. Holtermann : I think when tel 
go over the experiments which have! 
been carried on with the differentf 
foundations in the United States that! 
the evidence is just the other way! 
that what the bees have preferred if 
the Weed process, but I admit that ii 
is right they should all be nnde on| 
of the same kind of wax and us 
at the same time; and when we 
experimenting with living things thj 
more we understand and know 
these things the slower we will be j 
coming to conclusions. Now as I 
the grade of wax, I can’t see at 
that one who is manufacturiii| 
largely cannot return as eood 
sample. Most of you know that 11 
with the Goold, Shapley & Muir cod 
pany for many years; to-day I haj 
no interest whatever in the mak 
of their comb foundation, but wbt 
you refine wax and when you 
collect your wax and take the van 
grades, you have got wax
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coming in and you can separate 
these kinds and you can put them in­
to a tank and you can get a better 
md more refined wax than handling 
it in small quantities. You require 
louse judgment.

Mr. B. O. Lott : Is there any dif­
ference in the cells under the Weed 
process for the brood chamber ? Do 
they come nearer to drone cells than 
those which are manufactured under 
the old process. I claim that they 
do and my experience I think will 
be borne out by Mr. Post who is 
right near me. This summer I not­
iced him going through the brood 
chambers and taking out from three 
to five combs and using them in the 
top stories he admitted that the 
queens would not accept of them. 
[They certainly are larger cells; they 

in from three to three and a half 
id four cells to the foot more than 
ity do under the old process. I 
id in my apiary that the queens will 
it accept of them the same as they 
ill the old foundation. That has 

in my experience.
Mr. Holtermann : It is madeon the 
me mill only they have been negli- 

t in allowing it to stretch.
Mr. McEvoy : With reference to 

ihat Mr. Lott lias spoken about, five 
the average number to the inch 

anything less than that the queen 
mid reject. Mr. Craig says they 
going to make that right, if so, 
rything will be all right, 
dr. Craig : Our friend will under- 

d that the mills are exactly the 
ie, they are the “Root mills” and 
ictly the same as are used for the 
process. The base of the cell is 
the same.

Armstrong : I think where the 
dty comes is between the mill 

rollers that carry the foun- 
« out.

Craig : That is it exactly. 
Armstrong : When it goes

through the rollers the temperature 
has got too high. The foundation 
has got too soft and the rollers that 
carry the foundation away from the 
mill draw it out faster than the mill 
gives it and so stretches it. The 
stretching is done between the 
mill and the roller, as I under­
stand it. When it leaves the mill 
there is no difference.

Mr. Chrysler : Some one said that 
the foundation that was old was not 
as good as that freshly made; that is 
all a mistake. If the foundation is 
put away and boxed you can keep it 
for years and I will guarantee it will 
be as good as that freshly made. You 
must beep it from the air and light.

Mr. Darling : There were I don’t 
know how many samples of founda­
tion at Ottawa last year, and it fell 
to my lot to see those, but as far as 
workmanship, quality of wax and 
such things are concerned I don’t 
think it would matter which a man 
took, but there must have been four 
different sizes of cells and they varied 
as much as a seventh, I don't know 
but that they varied as much as a 
sixth.

Q. I you wish to change your ex­
tracting combs from a small to a 
larger size how would you do it?

Mr. Chrysler : If I wished to 
change them to a deeper instead of a 
longer comb, if they were not more 
than one or two inches of difference 
I would mix in frames with starters 
of the length I desired to use for the 
next season. You might get little 
additions to the first frame but it 
won’t amount to anything and you 
can then after you get a stock of 
deeper frames dispense with them 
and melt them up again. If the 
length is different and will not fit 
into the hives you can't manufac­
ture the frame over to advantage. I 
would melt them up.

Q. Is it desirable to put full
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sheets of foundation when making 
forced swarms?

Mr. Chrysler : No. I think it is 
more of a detriment than otherwise.

Mr. McEvoy : I think that ques­
tion should be given out broadly and 
let us hear from Mr. Post, Mr. Arm­
strong, Mr. Dickenson and Mr. New­
ton, Mr. Sibbald and several others.

Mr. Chrysler : I will add to what I 
have said, if you use full sheets in 
hiving them, you will make a better 
success by putting an empty body 
under from two or three days and 
then taking it away.

Mr. Post : What is a " forced 
swarm ? ”

I think it might be answered more 
intelligently if we knew whether they 
wanted to produce extracted or comb 
honey. I think for extracted honey, 
full sheets of foundation by all means; 
I think starters would be better for 
comb honey.

Mr. Darling: Why treat them any 
differently from a natural swarm?

Mr. Post : If you put about five 
or six frames in a forced swarm or a 
natural swarm they are very apt to 
build all worker comb; add say eight 
or nine frames and they are more apt 
to build drone combs.

Mr. Newton : Running for comb 
honey if you have your hive full of 
starters you are very apt to get a good 
bit of drone comb; if you use four or 
five and use dummies you get pretty 
nearly all worker comb. So far as 
shaking is concerned this is the first 
year I have tried it and all that I 
have tried was upon starters and I 
have found it very successful ; 
on looking through afterwards I 
found there was very little drone 
comb.

Mr. Darling ; My question was 
why treat them any differently from 
a natural swarm ?

dependMr. Gemmell : It would 
a great deal on the season.

Q. Is the shook swarm system a 
success?

Mr. Newton : The shook system 
can be made a success but it wants 
to be done in time. It should not be 
done when there is no honey coming 
in.

Mr. Chrysler : As far as I have 
practiced it which has been some­
what limited, I find if queen cells are 
started that it is a success. As to 
shaking prematurely I could not 
verify that, whether it would be a 
success or not in every respect.

President : Would you advise to 
wait till queen cells are started ?

Mr. Chrysler : Ascertain some sign 
of swarming, and then you are all 
right.

Mr. Holtermann : This question of 
forced swarms is one we have had in 
the Bee Journals almost 
and it seems to me this 
should be able to say 
about it.

all summer 
Association 

something

Mr. Post
should be.

I don't think they

Mr. Gemmell : I think a good plan 
is to read some of the Bee Journals: 
we have had some good points as to 
how and when to make those swarms 
and make a success of it. You must 
not make those forced swarms when 
there is no honey coming in. There | 
must be some honey coming in and i 
you must see that the bees are well 
filled with honey before you shake 
them so that when you go away they f 
go prepared to secret a little comb. 
You must make the forced warm as | 
much like a natural swarm 
possible and then the chances of I 
success are a great deal better.

Mr. Holtermann : I would go so I 
far; when I went through a yard 11 
would not treat a swarm, unless for I 
some peculiar reason, until they had! 
the swarming impulse and had cells I 
started, then smoke those bees and as I 
you go through the yard and go from I
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iend

m a

* to

sign
all

-me to another go back occasionally 
tad smoke, so that the bees will fill 
themselves thoroughly with honey, 
ind then shake them off. Unless 
yon give the brood to weaker colonies 
do not remove all the bees, but par- 

l dally shake so that some bees will 
remain and you will leave something 

l to take care of that brood.
Mr. McEvoy : What is the object 

I in view in the shook system, is it an 
1 increase in the bees or honey or both? 

Mr. Pettit : To control swarming. 
Mr. Gemmell : The idea is to try 

land get away with a lot of extra 
I work when you are not prepared to 
llook after it. You virtually take 
lthe swarming to a certain extent in 
(your own bands.

Mr. Dickenson : And prevent in- 
Icrease. It would not apply to gen- 
lilemen who want to go on and in- 
lcrtase their colonies.

President : Most of you in reading 
iticles on this subject have seen you 

ire warned not to leave the brood in 
the hive. We have always been 
(aught by leaving brood in the hive 

would keep the swarm there. 
I’hit is the experience on that head? 
j Mr. Gemmell : I never gave a card 
i brood to a swarm of bees in my 

|fe to keep them there.
^President : Would it have the 
fleet of driving them out ?
I Mr. Holmes : I might say that I 
|*ve on a number of occasions not- 

1 swarms of bees that had just 
(tely been put in the hive that were 

asy and was warned of the fact 
at they were going to leave the hive 
ht by placing a card of brood in the 
ive they quieted down and stayed. 
|Mr. Emigh : So much depends on 
"rcumstances and a good deal on 
flat you want that it is hard to make 

Fnile that will suit everybody, 
ave done some of this forced 

ning this year but done it differ- 
• I did it to get the most bees

together in one place, and to save 
increase and in order to get as much 
comb honey as I possibly could and 
the way I did it was, when we had a 
swarm (I didn't have the queens 
clipped) I took another hive that was 
as strong as I could get and I shook 
every one of the bees from that into 
an empty hive with starters ; I then 
took the swarm, after they had set­
tled, and put them in with the swarm 
I had shook ; then I had two choice 
swarms on starters, I took away the 
brood that I shook the bees off and 
put it on top of the one that had just 
swarmed out, so that I had no in­
crease, had the working bees all 
together and had them on starters, 
and then if I had metal boards 
enough to put on I put them on and 
put the sections right on, otherwise I 
let them be three or four days before 
I put any sections on, and we got a 
very fine lot oi sections and very 
little increase and I think that is a 
splendid thing for comb honey.

Mr. McEvoy : Allow me endorse 
what Mr. Emigh says ; I don’t think 
you will ever get anything better.

Q. How can you get rid of robber 
bees following you around the yard 
when working with them ?

Mr. Chrysler : I have been bother­
ed this last season a great deal that 
way. I knew the colonies that were 
producing those cross bees and I 
shook them on to starters ; I smoked 
them thoroughly and got them 
thoroughly roused up ; in fact I was 
working with them before I tried this 
and found it almost impossible to do 
anything with them ; I got them 
thoroughly filled with honey and 
shook them on to the starters and 
put on sections and I found that 
colony of bees was very quiet the 
rest of the season.

Mr. Holtermann : I don’t see how 
robber bees could be got rid of in the

(Continued on page lit.)
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The Honey Exchange movement 
has now assumed an organized 
form. A meeting was called at the 
close of Barrie Convention and after 
some discussion elected the following 
officers : President, H. G. Sibbald; 
Vice-Pres., W. A. Chrysler; Sec’y W. 
Couse, Streetsville, Ont. These 
with two others, C. W. Post and 
John Newon, to form the directorate.

These will proceed at once to draw 
up plans of management which will 
be presented at an early date in the 
Canadian Bee Journal. The mem­
bership fee is to be one dollar. The 
Secretary writes us to announce that 
it is desirable that all those interested 
should become members as soon as 
possible in order to give strength to 
the organization.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
The meeting of the Ontario Bee- 

Keepers’ Association held at Barrie, 
Dec. 16, 17 and 18th, passed off 
very satisfactory. The attendance of 
members and delegates was fair 
considering the distance north. Any­
thing that was lacking in this way 
was fully made up by the good turn 
out of local bee-keepers. The Sim- 
coe Co. Association deserves great 
credit for their arrangement of de­
tails. Everything tended to make 
the Barrie meeting one of the most 
pleasant in the history of the Assoc­
iation.

Mr. R. F. Hollermann, late editor 
of the Canadian Bee Journal, is go­
ing this month on a lecturing tour 
under the auspices of the govern­
ment of Quebec. Meetings are j 
announced for the following dates j 
and places :

Jan’y 6 Howich, Que.M
7 Ormstown, Que.<1 8 Dundee, Que.U 9 Huntington, Que.

“ 10 Franklin, Que.
U 13 Clarenceville, Que.

14 Bedford, Que.
“ 15 Granby, Que.

16 Waterloo, Que.
“ 17 Knowlton, Que.

19 Sutton, Que.II 20 Mansonville, Que.<1 21 Ayres Elate, Que.
Those interested in bee-keeping ini 

the vicinity of these places, shoulif 
endeavor to attend these meetings.

The Association banquet has bej 
come a feature of the annual meet 
ing. Mine host LeRoy of thl 
Queen’s hotel provided a most sutd 
tuous repast. Instrumental mii 
was furnished by the town orchesti^ 
Mayor Boyes honored the occasioi 
his genial manner and ready 
adding much to its success. H 
president Evans occupied the chi
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and handled the toast list with his 
usual tact and ability. The respon­
ses were hearty and for the most 
part edifying. Professor Frank 
Shutt, of Ottawa, responding to the 
toast the “Government of Canada’’ 
made it the occasion of an excellent 
and practical address on making the 
most of our privileges and advant­
ages. The town press was repre­
sented by Mr. Wesley,of the “North- 

I era Advance” and Mr. Wigle of the 
I “Gazette.”

Ontario Honey Exchange.
The following draft was submit­

ted by the Committee on Honey 
] Exchange appointed at last Annual 
[Meeting :— Whilst this form as a 
[whole is not likely to be adopted as 
la basis of the new organization, the 
■directors will probably keep it before 
lthem, as far as practicable in drafting 
|the constitution.

This Association shall be called the 
lOntario HoneyErchange and shall be 
«commercial part of the Ontario Bee- 
Ikeepers’ Association, and shall in­
clude in its jurisdiction the Province 

of Ontario with such additional 
[territory as from time to time may 

: found feasible to organize.
Its object:—To establish a reliable 

hnd fair market price for the product 
pf its members; the more proper 
Distribution of honey; and to establish 
Vhen advisable, foreign and distant 
pnadian markets.

The main officers of the Exchange 
U consist of five directors elected 
k’the members of the Ontario Bee- 
lepers’ Association at each annual 

^Tieeting ; to hold office for one 
and direct all business of 

Ei^ee Exchat e.
I As soon as elected they shall elect

from their number a president, vice- 
president, secretary, treasurer, and 
business manager,who shall be known 
as the offiers of the Ontario Honey 
Exchange.

They will choose a location and 
obtain by rental or otherwise a suit­
able office and warerooms in some 
central city, and that shall be known 
as headquarters.

They shall, where feasible, appoint 
one or more persons to organize 
each district that is not already 
organized into a District Bee-keepers’ 
Association and should be affiliated 
with the Ontario Bee-keepers’ 
Association.

To all such affiliated societies 
instructions will be given from the 
main office for collecting of honey, 
wax, etc.

The local affiliated societies may 
elect from their number, a 
local manager, who shall be made 
responsible to the local Association, 
and that of the main office, for all 
moneys and goods he may be 
entrusted with.

It shall be the duty of the local 
Association to appoint their Secret­
ary or local manager, to obtain 
statistics of honey, bees, etc., in his 
district when called upon by the 
general manager to do so, and shall 
include other information, such as 
estimates of the amount of honey 
produced, the amount that members 
will require to sell to consumers and 
retail trade on their own account and 
the amount likely to be placed in the 
Exchange ; also if a shortage in the 
district, the amount that could profit­
ably be shipped in.

Members in unorganized districts 
in any part of Canada shall also be 
requested from head office to report 
on the honey crop and estimates 
similar to local Associations.

In case some may not wish to join 
either the local Association or Honey
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Exchange, the local manager or a 
member may offer them within a 
business margin of the selling price 
of honey and place it in the Ex­
change on his own account or as his 
own honey. (He will have the 
privilege of receiving an advance in 
money on his producing a warehouse 
receipt.) They will then not sell to 
others for less than the standard price.

Funds may be advanced to mem­
bers by the Exchange to the amount 
of three-fifths of the value of honey 
consigned and charged the current 
bank interest.

The directors of headquarters of 
the Exchange on obtaining crop 
reports from the local Associations 
and others shall set the prices of the 
different grades of honey for a 
certain period, at the end of such 
time specified they may lower, raise, 
or maintain same prices as the 
market will warrant

All honey sold by the Exchange 
shall be graded according to rules 
adopted by the Ontario Bee keepers’ 
Association.

Honey sold from the local man­
ager’s warerooms and also that of 
headquarters, must be graded by the 
members supplying it and re-examin­
ed and re graded if necessary by the 
manager in each warehouse.

All honey received by the Ex­
change for sale must be branded and 
sealed by the stamp of the Ontario 
Honey Exchange, and backed by a 
good strong guarantee.

The duties of the president, vice- 
president, secretary, treasurer and 
business manager shall be arranged 
by the provisional directors as cir­
cumstances will admit, until the con­
stitution and by-laws are thoroughly 
revised and amended ready for incor­
poration

The remuneration of the five com­
mercial directors shall be determined 
by the directors of the Ontario Bee-

Keepers’ Association and shall be 
taken from the dues and profits of 
goods handled.

It should be the object cf the Ex­
change to place the honey as near 
as possible to the consumer, saving 
extra transportation and commis 
sson for its members.

The funds for carrying on the Ex­
change will be obtained by ways 
and means advised by the 
directorate.

Annual Meeting
(Continued from page 181.)

way that is mentioned.
Mr. Armstrong : I put the ques-1 

tion in. If we can get rid of those it | 
would be a great help.

Mr. Newton : I would say use a | 
bee tent.

Mr. Holtermann : I have a system I 
of working which, in my estimation, I 
is the best I have ever tried. On I 
every hive I have a large portico at I 
the entrance and I have a grove at I 
the front and into that I can slip a I 
screen and I can work undisturbed. I 
I will give you an instance : In the! 
fall of the year those of us who pro-1 
duce buckwheat honey know howl 
strong it smells and when you have to I 
extract that during thetime when they I 
are disposed to rob, if ever you have I 
a lively time that is the time. I have! 
to extract this honey and do it alone! 
and the principal I work on is this! 
At night or early in the morning II 
go around, say, the whole one hun-l 
dred colonies, and I slip in myl 
screens and the bees are shut in. 11 
can go to work and extract and 
can do it alone and work all day| 
providing bees do not come from 
distance. The bees are there per-l 
fectly quiet and they do not wean 
themselves to death because theycanf 
get out into these porticos and an 
comparatively at liberty.
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Mr. McEvoy: By that time I 
think I would put bee escapes under 
tach one and run them down and 
wheel them away.

Mr. Post : At the closing extract- 
g of the season, usually in the 
ckwheat time, is when they follow 

you around the worst and my plan is 
[logo to the yard in tb _* morning and 

;t out about twenty-five or thirty 
stories that I have extracted the 

lay before and let the bees clean 
icm out and you can go on with 
our work and they will not trouble 
on a particle.
Mr. Newton : I can’t see through 
ir. Holtermann’s plan because he 
in’t shut those in when he opens 
it top of his hive ; there are some 
tat will come out in the air and 

^hat will become of those ?
Mr. Holtermann : There is no 
subie whatever in quieting those 
sdown because those that have 
aped will cluster on the screen ; 
iy are not going around robbing 
icr hives.
Mr. Pettit : I have tried this plan 

I think not so thoroughly as Mr. 
iltermann. I tried it specially at 
out yard. I didn’t get there early 

kugh in the morning to shut them 
jlinand the consequence was there 

perhaps part of the swarm on 
fe outside of each portico and these 
t me considerable trouble ; but I 

ive tried Mr. Post’s plan and I find 
very successful. I think perhaps 

is as good as the other. I might 
these porticos are very useful for 

peat many things, especially for 
iving bees.

r. Holtermann: I have always 
:ted for many years and will ob- 
to anything which means scat- 

[jnK the honey of combs among all 
fees in the yard. I don’t know 

• cell of foul brood in our yard 
there are a great many other 
t Who have not known it either,

and they have had it, and anything 
which tends to bring about a scatter­
ing of the honey from one hive 
amongst all the rest, I, for my part, 
will never practise.

Mr. Getnmell : How do you clean 
out your combs ? Put them back on 
the same hive ?

Mr. Holtermann: It is very easily 
done that way.

Mr. Lot : For instance with buck­
wheat honey.

Mr. Holtermann : Just put them 
back upon the same hive and they 
will do it very easily.

Mr. Dickenson : I would go out of 
business if I had to resort to that 
plan and I will take my chances on 
foul brood.

Mr. Post : So will I.
Q. Would you expect bees to win­

ter in a dry cellar where the tempera­
ture stands constantly at forty-one 
Fahrenheit ?

Mr. Chrysler : I never wintered 
bees indoors, it is impossible in my 
case. In answer to the question I 
would say yes if fresh air could be 
maintained constantly.

Mr. Pettit : I would say that that 
was a perfect cellar.

Mr. Byer : This winter for the first 
time I have winter some in the cellar; 
I have made no special preparation. 
I put fifty colonies in and the ther­
mometer had never varied since they 
were put in from forty-one and it is a 
little low. As I understand it the 
temperature for perfect winter cellar­
ing should be forty four.

Mr. Dickenson : Do the bees hum?
Mr. Byer: They are fairly quiet.
Mr. Holmes: I have wintered

with great satisfaction to myself for 
a number of years in a cellar where 
the mercury stood at from forty to 
forty-two.

MARKET REPORTS.
Paper by Mr. J. L. Byer, Markham

For different reasons, it was with
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much reluctance that I consented to 
write up a short paper on this phase 
of our business. My c icf objection 
being my lack of expenece as com­
pared with a number of my hearers 
of to-day, coupled with the fact of 
certain peculiar and somewhat un­
pleasant conditions existing this past 
season ; the same no doubt which 
prompted our executive committee to 
bring this subject before you at this 
our annual meeting.

From the first it has seemed to me 
that the term, “ Market Reports,” 
was hardly comprehensive enough, 
“ Crop Reporis,” to my mind being 
a little more expressive. With this 
thought in view, I have taken the 
liberty to use the two phrases, not 
exactl- as synonymous terms, yet in 
conjunction, the one with the other. 
For the sake of convenience, have 
divided the subject matter under two 
headings, " Market or Crop Reports,” 
as published in the regular columns 
of our Bee Journals and other papers, 
and '• Market or Crop Reports,” ap­
pearing from time to time in the 
news columns of our dailies and 
other periodicals. With the first 
named part of the subject I believe 
there are few of our bee-keepers who 
have much to complain of. As far 
as I have been able to ascertain, the 
Bee Journals giving us reports of 
crops and prices of honey, are reason­
ably correct, and are endeavoring to 
the best of their ability to give the 
bee-keepers all the information they 
are able to, undei conditions existing 
as they are to-day. As to our daily 
and weekly papers, have never notic­
ed that the general public, or 
merchants either, for that matter, 
take much stock of honey quotations 
in the regular market columns, 
sometimes having received more for 
my honey than what the market 
quoted, and at other times less.

From the “ Honey Column " in

“ Gleanings,” September 15th issue, 
I make the following extract from 
report forwarded to said paper under 
date of September 10th, by a 
Toronto firm who handles consider­
able honey each year : “ Extracted 
honey, white clover, good body, 8c. 
per lb. Some was bought at 9, even 
at 10, but the crop turned out better 
than was expected and bee-keepers 
are all willing to take less. It seems 
a mistake that bee-keepers are ill 
crowding their produce on the 
market at the same time, and what 
they cannot sell they consign to 
commission houses who always break 
the price.” The facts as outlined in 
this report are so simple as to need 
no comment from me. While not 
aware that any considerable quantity 
of honey was placed in the hands of 
commission men so early as Septem­
ber 10th, I am, however, quite alive 
to the fact that it is quite natural for 
the bee-keepers (especially we of 
slim pocket-books) to exchange their 
honey for money just so soon as they 
can get what they consider a fair 
remuneration for their product. Let 
me add that as long as the marketing 
of the honey crop is conducted in the 
haphazard manner of to-day any 
amount of preaching to the contrary 
will not prevent the bee-keeper of| 
limited circumstances from convert­
ing his honey into hard cash at hisl 
earliest opportunity. These remarks 
might perhaps be applied to the 
small producer as well, a class, byl 
the way, who have been censured 
much in the past that we can well 
afford to leave them alone in thi 
discussion to-day. The secom 
division of our subject is no doul 
by far the most important one for 
to take into consideration, perha] 
the only part of the question that 
are much interested in. For soi 
inexplicable reason, anything appeal 
ing iq the news columns of or
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papers is at once swallowed as gospel 
truth by the majority of its readers 
This fact has often been the means 
of prompting people to circulate false 
items and reports for the sake of 
the sensational,” for notoriety, 

individual gain and other selfish 
reasons. It may be that some who 
took the bait held out in our papers 
this past season and who are yet 
smarting from the effects of the 
barb, will be lioping that a tirade of 
abuse will be showered on the heads 
of those “ awful fellows,” the whole­
sale men. While not in sympathy 
with methods of business practiced 
by certain firms, yet I realize, as 
every fair minded man must, that 
this question, like all others, has two 
sides to it. So instead of denouncing 
the" other fellow ” my purpose to day 
will be rather more to see if we as 

keepers are not sometimes, to a 
irtain extent, indirectly responsible 

lor reports being circulated adverse 
B our interests. “ Charity begins at 
rose,” likewise some other virtues, 

I will give an instance in my own 
iperience this past season, which 

;htme a little lesson. During 
busiest part of the season the 

iitor of one of our local papers paid 
a visit in the apiary one afternoon. 
:ing very busy I forgot to “ put a 
a in jiis ear ” before he left us, as 
any report of his visit he might 

irite up in his paper.
The following week, was surprised 
find in a quite racy account of his 
sit with us, the statement that we 

lonld have so many tons of honey 
iis year. While the item was not 

much of an exaggeration, yet I 
sure that it would have a bad 

feet, as to the average reader a ton 
honey seems like something pro­
mus. Although 1 at once inter- 
wed the Editor of our other local 

r and asked him not to copy the 
in question, this did not prevent

local papers in adjoining towns from 
copying the same. Now as to re­
sults. In a short time letters came 
to me asking for quotations on 
honey, coupled with statements like 
these : “ Honey must be a great crop 
this year,” “ As you have so much it 
ought to be very cheap,” etc. A much 
more forcible illustration in this line 
was the notorious statement, publish­
ed in one of our Toronto dailies, pur­
porting in effect, that honey was a 
great crop in all sections of Ontario, 
consequently would be cheaper than 
for some years, also stating that a 
certain wholesale firm had had the 
refusal of a large quantity of extract­
ed honey. To make matters worse, 
the Associated Press copied the 
article, which was scattered broad­
cast over the land, and somehow the 
authority of the Dept, of Agriculture 
became attached to the same. It is 
only fair to say, that the firm in 
question, after some time repudiated 
the statements credited to them, how­
ever, that did not prevent a number 
of bee-keepers from stampeding in 
the meantime and selling their honey 
at a very low figure. Now as to the 
bee-keepers’ part in causing reports 
like this to be sent out. While as 
before intimated, not endorsing 
methods employed by certain firms 
to find out what the crop of honey is, 
yet the fact remains that if they are 
going to do business in a business 
manner, they must in some way at 
least, have an idea as to the amount 
of honey in sight. As long as we as 
bee keepers do not provide them with 
better plans for gaining information 
of the honey crop, we should not be 
too emphatic in saying just what, or 
just what not they shall do. I ven­
ture to say that if we could have the 
privilege of perusing some of the 
letters sent tu the wholesale firms by 
bee-keepers, in answer to query as to 
their crop of honey, that we would be
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greatly surprised at the glowing ac­
counts of big yields, etc. We would 
not wonder that wholesale men some­
times jump at conclusions.

Sometime in Sept, of this year, 
speaking with different wholesale 
men in Toronto, was surprised to 
hear them speak of bee-keepers com­
ing to them and telling of their big 
crops of honey. One man in particu­
lar, who had a fair crop of honey this 
year, seemed to have visited nearly 
every firm for the purpose of expand­
ing himself. I did not wonder 
when I tried to assure them that there 
was not a large crop of honey in 
Ontario this year, that they shook 
their heads in a knowing way, inti­
mating that I “ had an axe to grind,” 
or I would not talk like that. In 
conclusion, while having only treated 
this subject in a superficial way, 
I frankly admit, that as conditions 
are to-day, I have no suggestions to 
offer other than the very simple ones 
that will readily occur to the mind of 
everyone without my taking the time 
to mention them. The only logical 
solution of the problem of reporting 
and marketing the honey crop is that 
we must change existing conditions. 
While prices for honey as for nearly 
all other products must always be 
largely controlled by the laws of 
supply and demand, yet this is the 
case to a greater extent with some 
things more than others. For in­
stance, many varieties of fruit are of 
a very perishable nature, and in the 
event of a large crop there is not time 
for proper distribution. On the 
contrary, good honby will keep 
indefinately, and even if we have a 
fair crop, no glutting of the markets 
need take place if it is properly dis­
tributed. As it is to-day a fair crop 
in one locality will often overload the 
nearest market, even should there be 
a comparative failure of the crop in 
other sections. This will at once 
bring to our minds the paramount

issue before the bee-keepers of to-day 
—commercial organization. In this
age, when the combination spirit is 
so rampant in the land that some 
wag has suggested that, “ ten mills 
make on ’trust, ten trusts make one 
combine,’ should be added to our 
tables of weights and measures. I 
feel that we should be very careful 
how we move in this direction. 
Have nothing to offer along this line, 
indeed, it would be presumption on 
my part to do so, as we are shortly to 
listen to a report from a committee 
appointed to look into this matter. 
Nevertheless I feel sure that anything 
that will better the condition of the 
bee-keeper and at the same time not 
violate the principles of the Golden 
Rule will receive the hearty support 
of the majority of the members of 
this Association.

President : I will ask Mr. Craig to 
open the discussion on this paper.

Mr. Craig : Mr Chairman and 
bee-keepers, this subject has been un-| 
der discussion to some extent in thi 
Canadian Bee Journal during theli 
season and notwithstanding this Idi 
not know that anything very définit» 
has been reached. Mr. Byer’s vei 
excellent paper has left the matter 
fore us as we all see it. So far 
the bee journals are concerned the; 
receive their reports or informatii 
from the very best possible souro 
We are dependent upon the directoi 
of the Ontario Bee-Keepers Associi 
tion and these, although they hr 
not been definitely appointed by yi 
to send in their reports, have vi 
kindly and very faithfully given th 
to us and we have in turn tried 
report them as faithfully, so tl 
every member of the Ontario 
Keepers’ Association and every n 
er of the Canadian Bee Journal fn 
the Atlantic to the Pacific can ki 
to a certain extent at least what 
the condition of the honey crop 
over the Dominion. Now, the troi
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1 believe in part lies with bee-keep­
ers who think they are saving 
money by remaining outside of this 
Association and by not subscribing 
to a bee journal. There is no doubt 
that we have had trouble and that 
the industry has suffered to some ex­
tent, at least, from unauthenticated 
reports in the public press, such as 
have been mentioned by our friend 
Byerin his paper. Over these of 
course we have no control. I believe 
that 1 am right in the statement that 
the reports sent out by the Associ­
ated press mentioned by our friend 
Byer came from the hands of manip­
ulators. Toward the close of the 
season there were post cards received 
by the leading bee-keepers of On­
tario, especially by members of the 
0. B. K. A. asking the amount of 
[honey they had secured. Some of the 
people who received these cards were 
[foolish enough to reply giving the 

robable amount of honey they had 
hand. They had no business to 

ply to these cards. If the house 
lat issued these cards wanted honey 

wanted a quotation on honey the 
jon to whom they addressed that 

rd had a right to answer courteous- 
and give them a quotation, but 

lev had no right to give a statement 
the amount of their honey crop, 
"lat do we do in case we reply fully 
such queries? We leave ourselves 
th» mercy of these people and you 
t them in possession of the facts 
the honey crop of the Province of 
itario from east to west. Now there 

some who will say they have no 
;ht to give a statement of their 
icy crop to any one, that it is not 
business of any other individual 
themselves. That may be true, but 

case our Association wantsits mem- 
to report somewhat deffnitely the 

lount of honey produced I do not 
where the wrong is; this is not for 
public; it certainly would not be

banded to any commission house or 
any other business firm to make use 
cf. I don’t know that I can offer 
anything to remedy the evil better 
than what we have before us or at 
least what we hope to have before us, 
that is the formation of a honey ex­
change which will come up after­
wards and probably settle this diE- 
culty definitely.

Mr. Sibbald : I am a bee-keeper 
and on the other hand I am a whole­
saler and I know both sides of the 
question. What Mr. Craig said just 
now about never giving out a report 
to a dealer or that it was not the 
business of a dealer to ask for a re­
port, I do not agree with. A dealer 
will not buy honey to any extent un­
less he has a good idea of the crop of 
the province, in fruit or honey or any­
thing else, he is not going to invest 
his money in a chance game like 
that; he has first to get some informa­
tion about the crop and then he will 
go ahead and buy. We all know as 
bee-keepers it is important that some­
one is ready to buy our honey when 
we are offering it for sale. If we go 
to the market and the buyers do not 
know anything about the crop they 
will not buy. What are we going to 
do? That will lower the price just 
as much as it will to give them the 
report and my practice has always 
been with dealers when I first com­
menced to sell my crop, to give him a 
fair idea as far as I knew what the 
honey crop and the situation was, 
and I always tried to get a price that 
I thought would be maintained by 
the crop. I don’t think the dealer 
would get ahead of me in the price. 
If they told me there were big crops 
I would say, I know all about the 
crops better than you do. When I 
sell to a dealer, Ï want him to make 
a profit on the honey and I am sorry 
if he does not, I don’t want to have 
everything myself. The diEculty is
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one which is very hard to be got 
over so that the dealer will have a 
fair and not an exaggerated report of 
the crop, and I think with Mr. Craig 
if we could have some organization 
such as a honey exchange so that we 
could get an accurate report apongst 
ourselves and set a fair price on our 
product; the dealers would have more 
confidence in us; they would rather 
buy our honey if they knew what 
they were getting and that they were 
paying the right price and honey was 
not likely to go away down in price. 
Next year, owing to the results of 
the past year, they are going to be 
more wary than ever about buying 
honey and if they buy any quantity 
they are going to buy it cheap.

Mr. Dickenson : I have no fault to 
find with dealers getting honey as 
cheap as they can. If they come to 
me and I have a quantity to sell and 
am prepared to quote them a price I 
endeavor to do so. If I fail to come 
up to their expectations with regard 
to price I think they should treat the 
matter in a gentlemanly and business 
way and send a civil reply. The 
time I got the reply from the firm in 
Toronto my honey was all sold but I 
was told “I had to get my idea down 
considerably,’’ although they did 
not get a quotation from me at all.

Mr. Holtermann : This is a very 
important question and I agree to a 
very great extent, although not alto­
gether, with my friend Mr. Sibbald. 
I know a little about a certain firm 
that we perhaps have in our minds at 
the present time. Last year they 
sent out for these market quotations. 
I had no objection to there sending 
out but as to the wisdom of answer­
ing it, that is another matter. I 
don’t think it is wise to answer it, 
and this year I for one, did not an­
swer their question at all but later on 
they tell me that I must “get off my 
high horse.” I was at the Toronto

Exhibition and a very nice gentle 
manly person came along and said, I 
have you any honey to sell ? I 
said we have a little. He said,] 
what have you been getting, I said, 
we got nine and nine and a half cents! 
in barrels and I have some left. Hel 
says, that price is too high altogether.! 
After questioning him I found he was! 
a buyer for this firm so I told him ofl 
another man that had a lot to sell.I 
He said, I will tell you how it is. Wei 
have instructions from the Old! 
County that whatever we cannot! 
buy at seven and a half cents we| 
must not buy because that is all they] 
are prepared to pay in the 01d_ 
Country. Do you see how beautij 
fully this thing worked. The/ 
couldnt buy unless the market 
forced down to 7^ cents and by tliiJ 
report going out through the countrJ 
that there was this immense flow anq 
so much had been offered to then 
the tendency would be to depresl 
the market so that they would bj 
able to buy at 7 1-2 cents. TherJ 
is a warning in what Mr. Sibbald hai 
said as to the dealers buying largely 
during the past year and as to whaf 
they will do during the coming yeaj 
I believe if the commission man o| 
the wholesale man loses on what hi 
buys one year he is going to lookouT 
another year. We should notalloi 
men to get out reports in the wayij 
which they have been doing.

(Continued next month.)

NOTES BY THE WAY
By G. A, Deadman.

THE USE OF LATH IN AI’ICUI.TURI 

In these days when pine lumber| 
at a premium, it may not have 
curred to many that pine laths, suij 
as are used for houses, may be us< 
to a good advantage in hives 1 
other things in apiculture. This is t
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:ond year that I have used them 
id 1 regret that it did not occur to 
to use them before. Ordinarily 

:y are 4 ft. long, 1 1-2 inch wide 
3-8 inch thick. Those we buy 

e are shipped in from B. C. and 
a fine sample. The most of them 

go 3-8 dressed on one side, 
cost her e 40c per 100 which is 

same as $8 per tooo feet surface 
ure. 1 question if anything 
l to them can be purchased for 
money I might say that I al- 
5 have and do still favor double- 

lied hives. These need not neces- 
ily be heavier or larger than the 
lewalled but it goes without ques- 
they are much better. For ex- 

a hive made of 3-8 in. lumber 
ide, 3-8 in lath inside, with 1-4 

in- space between, is away 
of the same size hive made of 

ich or 7-8 inch lumber. Not only 
it cost no more for material but 

jhter and it seems to me better, 
matter whether in a climate so hot 
to endanger the combs, or in one 

[cold that protection is required. If 
some maintain, we want a hive 

as possible, then lath will help 
|to accomplish this, 

does not require a series of ex- 
liments to show that it is much the 

hive of the two no matter 
:her wintered outside or in the 

For outside wintering in 
hern latitudes we would ofcourse 
them the same protection as for 
;le wall, but after doing this it is 
ird to say, which would be best, 
me it is much easier to buy 

than good pine lumber. By buy- 
1 inch lumber and re sawing we 
by using lath make just double 
number of hives out of the same 

ity. Double walled hives have 
and always will be in favor, 
is wanted is to have them no 

larger, to make them 
preferred. Strange as it

may seem such a hive is no larger, 
and is lighter and stronger, cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter, and 
costs very little, if any, more than the 
single walled. In making such a hive 
no rabbeting is required on which to 
rest the frames, as we simply make 
the laths which are placed perpen­
dicular, shorter to accommodate this, 
while the grain of the wood for out­
side is horizontal. It is this that 
makes it stronger. Not only so, but 
no matter how much shrinkage takes 
place in the outside, it never effects 
the space below the frames inside. 
This is an advantage in itself. The 
1-4 or 1-8 inch strip to cover space 
between the lath and the lumber out­
side is brought level with the top of 
the lath. This gives them a bee 
space around the end of the project­
ing top box of the frame. The fact 
of the lath varying a little in width, 
makes it easy fitting without cutting, 
by selecting either wide or narrow 
lath as may be required. This, of 
course, is done when putting together 
and the metal rabbet is put on same 
time. So much pleased am 1 with 
them that I make the supers the same 
on the sides or parts that the frames 
rest on. I am not sure it would not 
pay to have them double all around. 
Supposing the lath was used in ad­
dition to the ordinary thickness 
of lumber it would only cost 4c 
for these alone for a hive “ Simplici­
ty ” size, but if 3-8 lumber is used 
outside then they are a saving. 
Apart from the body of the hive lath 
will be found valuable for use in 
covers. The leading cover to-day is 
the double one. Last season I found 
that the inside part would swell and 
in doing so force out the ends. Not 
only was this the case with my own 
but some I saw shipped from the 
Goold, Shapley, Muir Co , and so 
long as made of well seasoned lumber 
this trouble I should think would
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exist. I am making mine this year 
with part lath and part 3-8 inch well 
seasoned lumber over the centre. I 
have an idea that apart from the 
spreading difficulty the lath would be 
better, as they would allow sufficient 
moisture to escape and so keep hive 
nice and dry. By having say 10 inch 
3-8 board in centre and lath at sides 
it would lessen the danger of the 
packing causing the lath to bend 
sufficient to interfere with the bee 
space over the frames. In using lath 
I would have them as dry as 
possible. I think there would still be 
sufficient "give” to them to allow 
for expansion. For those who wish 
to winter two nuclei or full colonies 
in one hive a division board made of 
lath is just the thing. For this pur­
pose they can be re sawed, which 
will make them nearly 3-16 thick and 
will then only take half as many. 
Possibly it may be as cheap to use 
them as they are, but they are better 
half thickness when used to separate 
small colonies. To fasten them to­
gether get your tinsmith to cut some 
7-8 strips of tin i-8 inch less than the 
depth of your hive and folded like 
the letter U, and as wide as your 
laths are thick : insert the ends of 
your laths between two of these and 
with a wire nail or awl punch two 
holes through the edges of the tin 
into lath. Do this in both sides and 
the same with a 7-8 folded strip over 
the top k‘h and long enough to rest 
on metal rabbit. You need nothing 
more. In making the holes the tin 
is pressed into the lath so that you 
have a division board without a nail 
and one that will never shrink or 
swell so as to allow the bees to pass 
from one side to the other. In days 
gone by when I had the ‘‘long idea" 
hive I used to winter 150 or more 
colonies, two in one hive, with just 
such a board division between them, 
it seems queer that if there is a hole

anywhere that a bee can get through] 
the following spring will find one end! 
of your hive vacant. This happen-f 
ed sometimes between the top barf 
of the division board and the metal 
rabbit. A good queen excluding 
division board can be made the same 
way, only, of course, by leaving thd 
lath just far enough apart to allow 
bee to pass, but to exclude thd 
queen.

ant

Chicago and North-Western | 
Bee-Keepers' Association.

REPORTED BY MORLEY PETTIT

The annual convention of this As 
sociation met December 3rd and 4th] 
1902, at the Briggs House, Chicago] 
President, Geo. W. York, occupied 
the chair. After an opening prayej 
by Secretaty H. F. Moore, thd 
minutes of last meeting were rea 
and approved.

President’s Address. — “ Prcsenl 
Needs of Bee-Keepers.”

(a) Laws on Bee Diseases—Thd 
Bee-Keepers of every state that ha 
not already such laws must work! 
that end. Fowl brood is increasing 
at an alarming rate.

(b) Organization.—There is a tre 
mendous lack of interest among Bee 
Keepers in the line of organization 
for their own advancement. Nearly 
every other industry is organized an 
is reaping the benefit. Weneedi 
leader. We could, for exampld 
improve the markets, by keeping 
small bee-keepers from rushing the 
honey off too early and at a low figur 
thus demoralizing the market forth 
whole selling season. Bee-keepe 
should take a livelier interest in th 
National Bee-Keepers’ Associate 
The tendency is to hold a narrow 
selfish view.

(c) Marketing Honey—is an in
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l(d) A National Honey Exchange— 
subject has been discussed for 

s by a number of our brightest 
ids. Surely something of the 

must come to stop the present 
ihazard way of disposing of the 

But bee-keepers must have 
e confidence in each other. They 

also be willing to pay for ex­
management ; and they can 

ird to do this.
Discussion.—Dr. M iller.H F. Moore, 

Wilcox, Mr. Clark and others 
ike at some length on the urgent 

of a foul brood law in this state, 
is the man who has no foul brood, 

Dr. Miller, who most needs pro- 
icn, just as when our buildings 
re not yet burned we need insur- 
$ One diseased colony, said 
[.Clark, being weak, may infect a 
le apiary by its germ laden honey 
ig carried by robber bees.

[Ur Wilcox.—Let the president 
int a committee to secure such 
r,

iecretary Moore.—We must co­
nte with the State and National 
relations and above all we must 

Be money.
■President Hutchinson of N. B. K. 
pidhe thought it perfectly légiti­
mé that the National help State 

iciations in such matters.
*r. N. E. France, State Inspector 

[Apiaries for Wisconsin pointed out 
the great mass of bee-keepers 
be aroused to an active in­

terest before much can be done.
Editor Hutchinson of the Bee- 

Keepers’ Review, spoke on Organiza­
tion.—The age of individual effort is 
passing. We have reached an age of 
organization. In union is strength.
It is less important to dwell on the 
necessity of organization than to con­
sider how best to brng it about. 
There are two ways evident. To 
federate small organizations under 
one management or to form branches 
of ’he National throughout the 
cou.itry. The idea is not to form a 
“trust” in the bad sense of the word. 
An organization is a joining together 
for the benefit of its members and 
not necessarily to the detriment of 
others.

Dr. Miller. —We have not yet learn­
ed that we NEED an exchange, let 
that fact be emphasised.

Secretary Moore.—We must get 
the 700,000 bee-keepers in the 
United States to see that the) need 
an exchange. There is no difficulty 
about selling comb honey, the trouble 
is with extracted honey. The latter 
is not well distributed, as witness the 
fact that the price varies all the way 
from one cent to twelve cents per 
pound. Those who are interested 
say incorporate with, say, $50,000 
and headquarters at Chicago. It is a 
question of dollars and cents. You 
would need a retail store with modern 
appliances. Call it the “ Honey 

• Company of the National Bee- 
Keepers’ Association,” and let the 
managers buy and sell honey. Honey 
will always crowd out glucose, when

IIIII1IIIIIIKIIIII1
imiiHiiiiiimi!
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Page Metal Ornamental Fence
Handsome, durable and low-priced. Specially suitable for front 
and division fences in town lota, cemeteries, orchards, etc. Retails
for 20 CENTS PER RUNNING FOOT. Just about 
the cheapest fence you can put up. Write for full particulars. 
Use Page Farm Fence and Poultry Netting.

The Page Wire Fence Co., Limited. WalkervUle. Ontario.
Montreal. P.Q., and Bt John, N B. 7
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the people know it is honey.
Mr. Abbot.—All this is summed up 

in one word, "Advertise." Produce 
good honey, put it up properly and 
then adveatise it. A stock company 
is a good idea but we must back it 
up with money.

Herman F. Moore read a paper on 
the “ Future of the National Bee- 
Keepers’ Association and duties of 
affiliated Societies.’’ According to 
the United States census report there 
are 700,000 bee-keepers in the 
country. Of these only about 1,000 
are members of the National. How 
shall we increase this to $10,000, to 
$25,000? First appoint the very best 
man in the country as Business Man­
ager, the laying aside all petty 
jealousies, support him. Advertise ! 
advertise!! let every bee-keeper in 
the country know that the National 
is doing something and that the lar­
ger the membership, the more it can 
do. Let every small association join 
the National in a body and let each 
individual solicit members.

(Coutimied next month.)
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Patents
TRADE MARKS

Designs 
Copyrights Ac.

Anybne sending a sketch and description may 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
Invention Is probably patentable. Communiai- 
lions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patenta 
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Patents taken through Munn A Co. receive 
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Scientific American,
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BEESWAX WANTED FOR CASH,Comb
Foundation, plain and four-piece 
Sections for sale.

W. A. CHRYSLER,
Chatham, Ont.

HONEY QUEENS
Laws' Leather-colored Queens.

Laws' Improved Golden Queens.
Laws' Holy Land Queens.

Law»' queens arc doing buxine i in every Stale ll 
the Villon anil In many fotolgn countrie».

The demand for Law»' iiueena has doubled 
previous season's sales.

Laws' queens and bees are nutting un a l«r| 
share of the honey now sola.

Laws' stock is being sold for breeders all over 11 
world. Why! Because It la the best to he 111

Kememtier ! That I have a largerstook Hum ere 
that I can send you a queen any month In If 
year and guarantee safe delivery; that I haj 
many tine breeders on hand Price 13 OOea 
Tested, each 11.88; live for H 00. Prices redul 
after March 16 Send for circular.

W. H. LAW S. BEEVILLE. TEXA
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change for goods. Write at once. 
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Brantford, (

The Only Paper In Canada Embracing I 
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annum. Three subscription^ 
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Berlin, Ont,
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