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SYNOD FUND.

1 suppose it is quite allowable for each
convener of a church scheme to believe
that the one he is connected with is the
-migst important scheme of all.  Synod-
going people must have observed that
this is almost invariably the case as set
forth in convener's reports, given in each
year. As convener of the Synod Fund
I have for several year's past looked
upon this as one of the most important
parts of our church machinery, and I
bave noticed that while in regard to
other funds with which we have to do,
the interest in them soom passes away
after the reading of the report; in the
e of the Synod Fund, the interest
increases rapidly, and sometimes be-
comes greatest at the close of the Synod.

It will not be difficalt for those who
Know the objeets of the furd to account
for'this feeling on the part of Synod
members. It is nataral that many of
‘us, whose incomes are remarkabie for
their smallness, should feel interested in
thestate of a-fund to which we have
“beent accustomed to look for the amount
ofvur travelling expenses to and from

Synod, and also out of which must be
pail the expenses incurred by Union
delegates, the Synod Clerk’s salary,
printing, stationery, postage, &c. The
difficulty, however, is not in geiting
ministers and elders to feel an mterest
in this scheme, but the difficulty is to
get our congregations to feel sufficiens
interest in it to contribute liberally to-
wards it. As the collection for this
fund will be made soon after the April
number of the Recorp reaches our
congregations, this is perbaps the last
time to say a few words about what is
expected for the coming Synod Our
report to last mecting shows a balance
on hand of $61, after the payment of
$302 for travelling expenses of members
to and from Synod, and $96 on ex~
penses of Delegates to the Montreal
Conference. Had all the Delegates
been paid we must either have called
upon the members to give up their
claims for expenses incurred incoming to
Synod, or have run the fund in debt to
meet the demands upon it.  Fortunate-
ly three of the Delegates declined to
receive anything from the Fund, and to
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this liberality we ave indebted for the
balance now on hand, which will go to-
wards defraying the expenses of the
present year.

It must be borne .in mind, however,
that we have the expenses of another de-
legation to Montreal to come out of the
collection to be made in a week or two,
and for that reason the collection shounid
be a liberal one., Wé have no right-to
expect that delegates appointed to tra-
vel hundreds of miles to transact our
business, will do so at their own ex-
pense. If they give their time -and
talents it is surely all we have a right to
expect. Let us then be in a position to
offer them the money, and if they should
again be moved to the same generosity,
so much the better for the' whole Synod.
But we not only wish to have the money
necessary for this purpose, but to see the
fand sufficiently large to meet the full
amount of each member's expenses.
Hitherto we have been in the habit of
cutting down the claims made by mem-
bers, and it is often very difficult and
very disagreeable to the convener and
the rest of the committee, to be obliged
to take off a-third or a half of the sum
actually expended in getting to and
from the place of meeting. It is hoped
that the collection, o soon to be made
on behalf of this fund, will be sufficiently
liberal to enable us to pay our delegates,
our Synod clerk’s salary, and other in-
cidental expenses, and still leave a suf-
ficient amount to meet all reasondble
claims for getting to Charlotietown and
back to our several congregations. One
very serious evil we used to complain of
in former years, but which is now very
rare, is the practice into which some
congregations fell of making a collection
and giving it to pay the expense of their
own minister and elder.

‘When it is remembered that we have
first to pay our -cledk $80, and allow
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890 to our Union Delegates, and some
$20 for other things, it will be obvions
that ifeach congregation simply paid the
exponses of its own represcntatives we
should be in a pretty mess, and look
rather stupid when pay day came round.
Each congregation ought to bear a share
of the general burden, and should see
that the collection is handed in to the
Synod Fund Convener in full. Tt is
also quite unfair for members to appro-
priate the amount of their expenses,
and then hand over the balance to the
fund. The Committee are appointed
to receive the sums collected from the
congregations; to prepare a careful
statement of all amounts received, and
all claims made on the fund, together
with the proposed allowance to each
member of Court for expenses. If the
report is received, and its suggestions
adopted, the money is disbursed. If
any member has alterations or improve-
ments to suggest, there is ample oppor-
tunity afforded him to do so, but it
should be distinctly understood that the
amount contributed must be transmitted
unbroken to the party appointed to re-
ceive it.
GE0. J. CA1E, Convener.

St. John, March 29, 1872.

' 4

TaE Church of Scotland is in earn-
est over the subject of the Educa-
tion Bill for Seotland, introduced by
the Lord Advocate. A noble stand is
being taken to prevent the Bible and
religious instrucsion from being cast out
of the schools. Every Presbytery of the
Established Church is making an effort
to bring.the blessings which the nation
has heretofore enjoyed, since the Refor-
mation, by the combination in the schools
of religious instruction: with secular, be-
fore Parliament, so as. to secure in the
new Bill, whatever other changes may
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be made, the continuance of the same
combination. They are aided in their
cfforts by a large and influential section
of the Free Church, chiefly the non-
unionist.

I
eticles  Contributed,

To Professedly Christian Mothers.

Under the shelter of “one of your-
selves,” T would like to give expression
to a few thoughts on a subject of the
areatest importance to every mother—
Tow to train her children so as to help
them to make ¢ the best of both worlds,”
I do not write because I have anything
quite new to say, but I am nearing the
cnd of the journey which many of” you
are only beginning, and I would fain
help you to avoid some of the pitfalls
into which I stumbled, and guide you
safely over some of the steps on which I
tripped. ‘The appearance of my child-
ren tells me that it is a long time since
[wasa young mother. I mecan long
from 2 young mother’s stand point, but
it looks to me as if it were only yéster-
day, that I was reading  Mother’s Maga-
zines and asking help from older moth-
ers to enable me to bring up my child-
ren “in the way they should go,” trust-
ing alas! too much to self and man’s
teaching, and too little to God and his
teaching. A sin peculiar perhaps to the
time of youthful energy, and one which
1hope my young mother readers will
shun. A young mother has cares and
anxieties which no one can fully share,
even the father can do little to assist hér
in the actual work of training her child-
ren, but he may do a great deal by up-
holding Ler authority in the nursery, by
showing the children that be has ‘suc
confidence in her judgment and affec-
tion, that her wishes and commands are
unquestionably right, and from which
there can be no appeal. I did not in-
tend to say any thing about the father’s
duties, but since I have infroduced the
word, I may say thatI have seen a great
deal of good mother’s work spoiled by
the father indulging in an injudicious
fondness for his children ; e sees them
perhaps for a few minutes only once or
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twice a day, and wishes to make it a
happ;- time, and is too apt to condone—
by kisses and candy—all the offences
committed in the nursery. I hope *the
father” will pardon this degression, I
know many of the mothers’ will. A
young mother generally begins her work
by thinking that her one great duty is
to care for the health, and watch over
the religious and moral training of her
child. And this a good mother seldom
altogether fails_in, but she is apt to for-
get another duty equally important,
even as regards her child, namely, to
take care of her own health, and watch
over her own religious and moral nature,
and the two are so inseparably con-
nected, that there can be no successful
child-training wliere either duty is
neglected. It is doubtless cwing to the
neglect of this last duty that so many of
the difficulties and so much of the worry
arises in the bringing up of children.
The mother thinks, in the excess of her
love, that every minute taken for health-
ful recreation, or for reading, or even

for devotion, i3 so much good taken.
her child. The consequence is, that:
in a ceaseless round of seemingly trivial,.
but really important duties, her strength
gives way, her spirits flag. and she be-
comes nervousand irritable. The child-
ren catch the infection, and become
crossanddifficult to manage,and the nur-
sery thereby gets into a state of chronic

rebellion,which makes it most unpleasant
to all concerned, and it is well if it gets
no further than the nursery. Let every
christian mother remember, that she has
a faithtul, ever present Friend, who can
sympathise with her in all her desires
and feelings, and that she has the un-
speakable privilege of eommitting her
little ones to his care, and guidance, and

protection, and more especially so when

her dnty takes her from them, either for
recreation or rest. And here I would

Tike to warn my young mother readers

against imposing upon themselves bur-
dens which God certainly never meant
them to bear, and which their grand-

motheis knew little about. The rage

of the present day for “the changeable

siiits of apparel” has been carried into

the nursery,.and instead of the two.use-

ful wearing suits and “a best,” which

former mothers had to provide twice a

year—and that by parents who were
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banking half as much maney as they
were spending, there is now an almost
endless nunber, and in such a variety
of style and material, that some modern
mothers would bave as much work as
most women can do if they did nothing
more than plan their children’s costumes,
I wish some sensible young mothers
would put their foot on this mischieveus
innovation, mischievous alike to mother
and child. It gives children altogether
a false idea of life. They grow up to
think that to be looked at auﬁ admired,
their clothing Imean, is the great ob-
ject of their lives; and it is very sad to
see a mother fretting away the most
precious years of her mother-life—a re-
trospect of which is full of happy memo-
ries—in bedecking the fmir bodies of
her children in dresses, more suitable to
a harlequin, than to simple, sinless,
loving children. If mothers will thus
sow the wind, they need. not wonder if
they reap the whirlwind, in sceing their
children grow up vain, frivolous and
self-conceited. 1 would not wish to ig-
nore taste in dressing children. Good
sense, and an eye to ‘“the fitness of
things,” will enable a mother in any
station of life to dress her children neat-
ly and becomingly, and she should allow
them to wear w%mt she has provided for
them with as little comment as possible.
She should teach them, by her example,
that clothing should be made for use and
comfort—not worn for show and self-
lorification. Let a mother give her
est thoughts and most of ler time to
implanting in her children’s minds—
when they are soft and impressible,
and when she has them so much in her
own power, the germs of those principles
which may become interwoven with
their lives, and prove their best support
and safe-guard when her active work
for them will be over, and she can only
follow them with her prayers, asking
that the good seed sown in early life—
often amd weakness and sorrow—may
sgring up and bear good fruit ; and that
they may be willing to take up the
christian work which she jis compelled
to lay down, and tell others ¥ the old,
story” of a Saviour's love, which they
first heard from her lips. This should
be & .christian mother’s greatest amibi-
tion. Nothing less should satisfy her.
A MoTHER.
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The Atonement— By Piofessor

Crawford.
( Published by William Blackweod - Sons. )

This is the title of a new hook pub-
lished about a year ago by the J{c\-.
Thomas J. Grawford, D. D., Professor
of Divinity in the University of Edin-
burgh. A work from such a well-known
pen is sure to meet with an enthusiastic
reception ; and, because of its own me.
rits, this volume is sure to continue to
be known and read and studied for
many & day. In the compass of this
small article, it is quite impossible to do
more than merely glance at a few features
of the work; and -of course the anly
7ay to profit to the full, is to purchase
and study the book. We heartily recom-
mend it to those who make Theology a
study.

The author, at the outset, clearly de-
fines his position as to the atonement, the
subject of his book. He takes for his
motto, * What is written in the Secrip-
ture ? How readest thou?” and to this
grinciple e adheres throughout. No

etter outline can be given than that
which is given by the author himself in
the opening pages of the book. Ile
says :—

“ The aim of this treatise is to ascer-
tain and vindicate the doetrine of Holy
Scripture with respect to the mediato-
rial work and sufferings of Jesus Christ,
oras it may be swnmarily called, the
Doctrine of the Atonement.”

“ The subject is one of unquestionable
importance, relating as it does to what
is generally and justly estecemed the
great central truth of the Christian Re-
velation, and vitally affecting the hope
of all believers. In discussing it we
shall observe the following order :—

In the first place, we shall endeavour
to analyse and classify those passages of
the New Testament which bear upon
the subject, and to deduce from them
such conclusions as a fair induction and
interpretation of the way seem to war-
rant,

Secondly, we shall consider how far
the results of this inquiry into the doc-
trine of the New Testament are con-
firmed by a survey of the prophetic in-
timations and sanctified insiitutions of
the Old Testament.

Thirdly, we shall examine the various



THE CHURCH OF S8COTLAND.

theories which have been proposed, with
a view of accounting for the Saviour’s
work and sufferings in some other way
than by the Scriptural explanation of
them. :

And fourthly, we shall endeavour to
deviate those objections with which the
doctrine of Holy Scripture, respecting
the Atonement, has been ordinarily as-
sailed.”

The author further prepares his read-
ers at the outset that he assumes, as
true, the Doctrine of the Incarnation of
Deity in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
With these few plain and simple state-
ments our author betakes himself to his
noble subject. And those who have
read other books by Dr. Crawford meet
in this one the well remembered features
of.an old friend. There is to be found
in this book the result of long and
patient study of Sacred Scripture in
view of the Great Doctrine of the New
Testament, and throughout the whole
book he adheves to his principle, Serip-
ture the first thing to be cunsidered. One,
as he reads, is brought and kept face to
face with the Bible and the subject, so
that he forgets the author altogether.
The classification of the boak is so good
that the simplest mind is never confusea
and consequently the subject is not lost
sight o An especially pleasing feature
of the book is to observe the care be-
stowed upon the selection of passages of
Scripture, and the accuracy which the
different shades of meaning are deduced
from the New Testament.

Professor Crawford has, we think,
wisely avoided entering ¢ into the much-
controverted question respecting the
extent or destination of the Atonement,”
because * a full and systematic discus-
sion of it would be impracticable, apart
from the difficult and mysterious sub-
ject of the purposes of God;” not that
the Professor feared to grapple with this
or any other department of the system
of Theology, to the teaching«of which
e has devoted his life, but because
such “ would of itself form matter for a
separate treatise.” .

We were much pleased at finding in
Part IT. of this Book “ a review of the
theories that have been proposed as
substitutes for the Catholic (or general)
doctrine of the Atonement.” Here the
author professedly draws upon lectures
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{;gblished a few years go in reply to a
ok on “The Fatherhood of God,”
but though we do not take up his
thoughts in his last book, for the first
time, yet their logic is so telling and
their style so pleasing that we take to
them as to a company of former ac-
quaintances.

As to style we have not much to say,
as we could not give any satisfactory
estimate thereof without giving extracts.
This, however willing, we are unabled
to do, as the space at our disposal in the
well-filled pages of the Monthly Record
will not permit,  Suflice it to say, that
it is Professor Crawford’s style over
again—calm, judicions and in perfect
keeping with his-subject.

‘I'he name of the Book and the title of
the Author should not_cause the unedu-
cated to keep aloof. It is a book which
can be understood and ought to be
studied by every reader of the Shorter
Catechism. In this book, written as it
is by a Minister and Professor of the
Church of Scotland, the 1eader can hope
confidently not to be betrayed into
keresy. On the other hand, he who has
“ jtching ears” will be disappointed if he
comes to this book for something new.
The author simply deduces from Scrip-
ture the Doctrine of the Atonement as
held by the Orthodox of the Protestant
Church, and defends the same from the
attacks of the adversary—for the man-
ner in which his object has been accom-

lished we refer to the bouk itself. We

ope to see it in the libraries of the
Young Men’s Christian Associations
throughout the Provinces, asit i3 2 book
which repays perusal of its pages. C.

Presents to Ministers.

How often we hear persons speak as
if giving presents to their minister laid
him under an obligation, which must not,
on pain of the charge of ingratitude, be
forgotten. The members of a congre-
gation come in a body without notice to
the manse, give a trifling sum of money,.
a sleigh, a set of harness or some such
gift to the minister, an address is given
and without a moment for preparation a
reply -is’ expected, hoth musi go the
round of the papers, and good natured
editcrs, who do not understand the-true
state of the case, commend the generosi-
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ty of the congregation, and congratu-
late the minister on having people of
such a liberal spirit to preach to.

Now what does a present mean? It
means a gift when no claim ean be made
either lsgally or morally on the donors,
But in congregations where the salary of
the minister is at a beggarly low figure,
the people come with a present—a gift
for which the minister is expected to be
grateful, and in:general to remember it
in his words and acts~when in reality
there was no present at all. 3t is true
therc was something given, but it was
not a present, for the simple reason that
the minister's income is too small, and
thus his claims upon his people increase
from year to year, and that which was
called a present should in reality come
as payment of the debt the people owe
their minister, by paying him too small
a-salary. Take what I*mean into the
ordinary - concerns of regular business.
IA man owes a bill o;‘ (;ne hlmndred dol-
ars to his er; of this he pays sixt
dollars, mﬁrfi::en comes, and ir)’y way g;'
laying his grocer under obligation, and
by way .ef getting the name of being

enerous, he offers a present of ten dol-
ars. What would the result be?
Either that the indignant grocer would
say: “ Pay your bill first; and then we
will talk of preeents,” or he would quiet-
1y credit the sum in his books, without
the slightest feeling of obligation on his

art ; and sup the family Doctor’s
gill for the yearis one hundred dollars
~—fifty dollars are paid, and then a pre-
sent offered. X «don’t think that the
good physician would feel himself the
recipient of a generous donation at all.
Yet, strange to .say, the minister is ex-
pected to be grateful and thankful, and
obliged for precisely the same thing.
His income 1s small, he does not re-
ceive one half the .anrual sum he ought
to receive—not .one-half the sum his
people could gixe if they chose, and
under such a state of matters the con-
gregation bave mo right to offer gifts in
the form of presents. I do not say that
they should do nothing—far from it—
but what they do sho:fd go to the in-
crease of the yearly salary of the cler-
gyman till it .comes to the figure at
which it ought to stand. For-example,
if the minister’s salary is eight hundred
dollars, while though it ought to be at
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least two_thousand, there is morally 4
balance due the minister of twelve hun
dred dollars annually, and the people
have no right to give presents ei’i this
Jjust debt is first paid off.  It, therefore,
becomes o matter of the utmost practi-
cal importance that the people of alf
congregations should lay this watter to
heart, and act accordingly.  With pre-
sents fromn individuals I have mnothe
ing to do. An individual in a con-
gregation is fully at liberty to treat the
minister of the congregation as he would
any other of his or her individual friends;
it is different when deputations from
the congregation * wait” upon the mip-
ister.

The object of this short article will be
completely frustrated if it merely has
the effeet of causing those who have been
in the habit of giving presents to their
ministers to cease doing so  without do-
ing anything else. Better by far to
give presents than to give nothing—
but better than both—increase in a
rational way your minister’s salary, and
if possible, by private endowment, place
hisincome beyond the exigency of trade,
depression and erop failures, so that in
the time of destitution and want the
clergyman wmay be able to open bis
hand to the poor and needy. C.

— e

The Madagascar Mission.

The remarkable progress which the
gospel has made on this large Island bas
turned the eye of the Christian World
towards it. Seldom are we privileged
to witness such wonderful triumphsorto
see so fully verified the oft-repeated
adage, the blood of the martyrs is the
sced of the Church as we behold in the
history of the good cause in Madagascar.
Despite great obstacles, and amid griev-
ous trial, the work has been earried on,
making it manifest to all that it bean
the stamp of Divine approval. From
small beginnings and under rather un-
favourable auspices it commenced, but
has resulted in great and glorious issuc.
Previous to the arrjval of Protestant
Missionaries among this people. the inter-
course of Europeans among them pro-
duced anything buta favourable impres
sion. Their principal ohject in visiting
them was the prosecution of the slve
trade, and hence they were led to look
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upon Missionaries with rather a hostile
fecling. At an early date, however, in
the present century, the attention of
British Christians was turned to this
Island, and a Missionary was sent forth
who died before reaching his destination.
In 1818 the London Missionary Society
sent forth its first Misgionaries, who,
shortly after landing, were prostrated
with a dreaded fever prevalont on the
coast, and all with one exception died.
The only survivor commenced his lab-
ours after regaining strength, and opened
aschool with but three pupils.  Such
was the small beginning of the Mission
in Madagascar 50 years ago. The King
who reigned at this time was very
favourable to the Missionaries and gave
them every encouriagement in the pro-
motion of cducation, and hence in a
short time the one school had increased
to 32, and the scholars from 3 to 4,000.
At the death of this King, however, he
was succeeded by one of his wives, ade-
voted lover of idols, and hence was not
favourable to the cause of Christianity.
She soon showed her deep hatred of the
gospel, and with a view of checking its
progress, prohibited any pupils of the
mission schools to be baptized or receive
the Lord’s Supper, and this prolibition
was soon after extended to the whole
pwople.  This restriction, however, only
served to stimulate the Christians, and
the converts were constantly increased.
The bigoted heather: and 1dol keepers
noticing this their ire was stirred up, and
every means were employed to incite the
Queen against them. By some measure
alist of the places of meeting and of the
number baptized was obtained, and she
eing astonished and enraged at the
areat progress they were making, de-
clared that she would put a stop toit by
the shedding of blood. At once the
people and misstonaries were apprized
of her intention, and consternation and
alarm seized them.  Dark were the days
that soon followed, and heavy were the
trials which they had to endure. They
were forbidden to meet on Sabbath for
worship, and were ordered to deliver up
all their Christian books. Persccution
now raged with great violence, until at
length Dblood was spilled, and a young
woman was honoured to be the first mar-
tvr for the cause of Christ on the Island
of Madagascar. Speared to death in
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the act of prayer, she nobly gave up her
life for Him whose cause she dearly es-:
poused, and on the spot whera her blood
was shed now stands a beautiful church
with a handsome spire. Torture was
now freely applied to others, many
endured fearful sufferings, some escaped
from the Island to England, wherve they
excited sympathy, many were pat to
death and some rveduced to slavery.
Notwithstanding, however, these trials,
some contrived to meet on some moun-
tain top or in some lonely cave and
there worship the true God, and even
amid these dark times, accessions were
made to Christianity from the ranks of
heathendom.

In 1849 the persecution burst forth
with increased vigor. Great numbers
were arrested, and about two thousand
condemned to lesser though severer
punishments. Some were conducted to
the top of a lofty precipice and were
taken one by one and pushed, rolled,
and kicked over a slope about 60 feet in
height. Their bodies were then placed
in one pile and buried.  After this fear-
ful persecution, however, though sub-
Jjected to frequent trials, the Christians
enjoyed a measure of repose, when in
1861 the good hand of God was seen.
‘The queen, who had been relentless in
her bitter opposition and persecutions
in that year died, and thus closed the
martyr age in the history of the Mada-
gascar Mission.

After the queen’s death she was suc-
ceeded by King Radama, who though
not a Christian, favoured Christianity,
and the cruel sentences put into execu-
tion during the queen’s reign were now
no longer thonght of. Additional labour-
ers arrived to cultivate the vineyard,
large congregations were formed, and
the gospel message carried to surrounding
villages.

A proposal was soon made to erect
memorial churches on the spot where
the martyrs suffered, and was nobly
responded to in England, the sum of
£18,000 being raised. The King readily
eranted free sites for these churches, and
placed no hindrance in the way to re-
tard the spread of Christianity. Ilis,
reign, however, was of short duration.
A revolution breaking outin the capital,
he was assassinated, and succeeded by
bis wife, who gave the samwe religious-
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toleration as her husband. Remaining
upon the Throne for a brief period, she
died in 1868,and was again succeeded by
Queen Ranavalona 1., who still reigns.
Not long after her uccession to the
Throne, she was baptized, became a pro-
fessed follower of Christ, and a public
burning of the old national idols took
place.  Settled congregations now grew
rapidly large, accessions were made to
the communion of the Church,and the
professedly Christian population is now
numbered at 60,000.

No such instance of remarkable pro-
aress in the history of missions has ever
been witnessed in these modern times
as what we now see taking place in
Madagascar.  God has abundantly
blessed the labours of his servants, and
made the wrath of man to praise him.
Fifty years ago idolatry reigned supreme,
there were no schools, not a Christian in
the land, and the whole people sunk in
ignorance and crime. To-day how
changed the scene. Now in hundreds
of places idolatry has been spperseded
by Christianity, schools have been es-
tablished, and the Scriptures scattered
throughout the land. Christians are now

numbered by tens of thousands, and so--

ciety is being leavened by the principles
of Christian morality. Of course, much
yet remains to be done before this peo-
ple are thoroughly christianized. And
even among those who have left the
ranks of heathendom, we are not tolook
for as high a position in scriptural know-
ledge or for as high toned morality, as
among those more highly favoured.
There are features, however, which
characterize this Mission Church, that
may well shame communities in these
Lower Provinces. In the capital of
Madagascar we are told that all the
Christian families regularly observe fami-
ly worship. Of how many congregations
within the pale of the Church of Scot-
land can this be said ?

We cannot but look back upon the
past 50 years in the history of the good
cause in the Island of Madagascar, with-
out a feeling of the liveliest gratitude and
wonaer.  ‘The church there has been
cradled amid the raging storm, it has
passed through severe trials and come
torth strong and pure. Let us, whilst
learning of what has been done, be en-
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couraged to do our part and sustain our
missionaries with ceaseless prayers and
cenlarged contributions. OBservER.

Albion Mines and Westviile.

The combined congregations of Al-
bion Mines and Waestville, sensible of
their obligation to the Home Mission
Board for the Supplement of Stipends
they have received for their present
minister and his predecessor, he ve nnani-
mously resolved, henceforth, not only to
relieve the Home Mission Board of that
burden, but raise their minister’s stipend
to 8800 per annum, exclusive of the
Manse.

They felt uncomfortable while they
received that supplement.  There were,
however, several extenuating circum-
stances in their case. They were com-
paratively a new congregation, formed
from material of different descriptions;
a considerable proportion of them nuver
identified themselves with any congr -
gation of christians until nuw, others
recensly from Scotland needed to be
trained into our voluntary system of
supporting the stated ordinances of
religion.

The migrating disposition peculiar to
a mining population, has bLeen very in-
Jjurious to the prosperity of this congre-
gation.

As a new congregation, we werc
obliged to assume the responaibility of
building two commodious churches and
a splendid Manse, involving a cust of
some $8000 within the last eight »ears.
But the mos:. disheartening event that
has occurred to us was the removal of
our former pastor, the Rev. W. M
Philip, who wae held in such high esti-
mation by all his congregation that we
really feared that it was impossible to
procure the service of a successor, who
would supply his place in the affections
of the people; and this was the idea
which induced us to renew our applica-
tion for a supplement to our present min-
ister. It is a matter of sincere gatifica-
tion, that in this respect we have been
most agreeably disappoini:d; for owr
present minister is deservedly beloved
and increasing in popularity every day.
We all feel grateful to Almighty God
for providing so speedily for us a man
to go in and out amongst us to break the
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bread of life. T am sure that it is the
sincere prayer, not only of every mem-
ber of the congregation, but also every
member of the christian community, that
the Rev. Mr. Dunn may be long spared
to his work in our midst, that he may
be abundantly favoured of the Lord in
leading souls to Christ, and that much
happiness may attend himin every walk
of life.

My object in writing this article is
simply to apprise the Home Mission
Board that we have relieved it of the
burden of our supplement, and secondly,
to stimulate other supplemented congre-
gations to follow our example.

Mareh, 1872, 1.

We are sure that the Home Mission
Board will be very much gratified with
the foregoing article. This is anuther
instance of a self-sustaining congrega-
tion having been added to the Church,
partly at least through the Board’s in-
strumentality.  The congregation of Al-
bion Mines was at first an offshoot from
St. Andrew’s, New Glasgow, and for
the first organization of the same the
Church is laraely indebted to the exer-
tions of the Rev. Allan Pollok. Ifall
large congregations would follow this
good example, and plant new congrega-
tions, Albion Minces and Westville would
be only one of a number. Westville is
anew part of the charge, where a fine
new church has been erected and open-
ed, and a congregation organized. We
wish much success to both and all con-
cerned.  These two congregations, form-
ing one self-sustaining charge, are an-
other item to the credit of the large and
\h'i!gol\;ous Presbytery of Pictou.—Eb.

o AL

A Visit to Pictou and New Glas-
gOW

Tlately had oceasion to visit Pictoun
and New Glasgow; and possibly an ac-
comnt of my visit, though it was quite
tommonplace, may afford a little inter-
etand profit, to some readers of the
Record.

In future people will be apt to date
from the year of the snow blockade.
Andso I had better begin: One fine
morning, before the snow blockade, 1
took the express train for Pictou. When
the pleasure of novelty wears off by

93

much use, railway travilling is not a
pleasant thing. "The Editor of the Record
will agree with me it T hint that on some
railways it is less pleasant than on others.
Yet it is not withont its pleasures and
its opportunities of doing good, especi-
ally in the cars which are in use on this
side os'the Atlantie, and in which one
can freely move through the whole
length of the passenger train. A
grand opportunity is afforded for study-
ing faces, and becoming acquainted with
different. classes of people.  Often one
comes across an old acquaintance or an
old schoolmate.  And there is time to
spare for a chat, without either person
feeling in a hurry. If one has a nice
selection of tracts in his povket, they
will probably be well received even by
persons who, under mosy circumstarces,
would hardly look at them, for the
ride becomes tedions, and people are
glad to get something to read. And they
have time to think about what they have
read. If any of my readers think of
trying this plan of usefulness, let me
recommend them to get from the De-
pository of the Book and Tract Society
a packet of the Dublin Society’s Tracts,
which they will receive at a reduced
price of 50 cents, and which will gener-
ally be found to contain a pretty good
selection of tracts. The tracts may be
@ot in the form of neat little books, and
there is an advantage in the usc of these
which makesthe smaller number, receiv-
ed forthehalf:dollar, worth as much as the
larger number of the others. People are
apt to tear or throw aside the common
leaflet when they have read it; but a
tastily got up little book he has not the
heart to throw away, and so they take it
home to children or servants or friends,
and let it give its message over and
over again. Besides, there are persons
who, in their contemptible uppishness,
will hardly condescend to look at a com-
mon tract, biit who will receive with
pleasure a dainty little book, printed on
toned or tinted paper.

On this oceasion there was plenty of
time for conversation, or tract distribu-
tion, or whatever clse can be done in
the cars, for, owing partly to the break-
ing of one of the wheels of the baggage
car, we were about an hour and a half too
late when we arrived at Picton Land-
ing. The mode of transport across the
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harbour was certainly not open to the
charge of encouraging effeminate habits.
Even a Spartan could hardly consider
the edge of a board too luxurious a seat.
Nor was there the least danger of westhe-
tic tendencies receiving undue stimalus,
or of the “pride of life” being stirred
up by a drive in a common luggage
sled. The danger of falling off one’s
narrow perch was also effectually guard-
ed against.  For the sled was so crowd-
ed with passengers, &c., that one’s legs
were securely held in- position. The
fare was only double what it should have
been had the proper conveyance been
provided.

In the cvening a lecture was deliver-
ed on “The Unity of the Catholic
Chureh.” It showed the essential one-
ness of all Christ’s people, and urged the
duty of their manifesti=g this in their in-
tercourse, their organization and their
work. It was one of the Y. M. C. A's.
course, and was well attended. The
Y. M. C. A, has done much for Pic-
tou, and it is cheering to find that
it is still vigorously carrying on its
worlk, that Associations have been
formed in many of the rural! districts
throughout the county, and that they
are doing good. Every lover of Christ
should do what he can to help these As-
sociations, and to increase their useful-
ness—and every young man should join
one if possitle.

While in Pictou I visited the new St.
Andrew’s Kivk. It is a substantial and
fine looking building, and the fact that
it is free of debt is its best ornament.
That a church of Christ can be content
to be in debt for the building in which
it worships, when it possibly can pay for
it, is surely an indication of something
wrong.  When some of the members
have been entrusted by God with such
wealth that they could pay the debt
themselves, and when they use the
money committed to their care in lux-
urious and vainglorious living instead, it
is sad indeed. If the Pictou congrega-
tion will allow me I'shail suggest what
seemed to me & further fmprovement—
that they separawe the vestiy, by a glass
partition, frum the passage leading from
the church to the basement, and encluse
one of the furnaces so as to prevent
over-heating the Sabbath Schooi.

Through the courtesy of the Superin-
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tendent of Albion Mines, I had a pleas-
antdrive on theice to New Glasgow.
Once New Glasgow was to me anly y
lonely stage on the way to and from
boarding-school.  Now, enjoying the
hopitality and conversation of kind
friends who have minds and use them,
it seems a very different place. Ilappy
are they who have good friends.  Hap-
pier they who have One Friend ever
with them, who makes up for the loss of
all others. Ilappiest they who have
both.

Next day M. Pollok kindly drowe
me out to see.the new town of
Westville. It gave me a perfect sur
prise. A story is told of a man whe
had wandered far in a half-dranken
state one night, and wakened next morn-
ing within sight of Montrose. Il dil
not recognise it, and exclaimed : « Eh!
mon, here’s a bonnic wee town, anl
nacbody kens 0’ it,” 1 could not hut
think of him when T saw Westville.
Where, four or five years ago, there
was not a house, now there is a thriving
little town.  One sight suggests the sad
thought of the sinful and hurtful state
of schism in which the church of Chrit
exists among us. Iere are two fine
churches, but no pastor.  Each church
is under the care of a minister, who has
also charge of one a few miles distant.
and who cannot. therefore, live near the
whole of his people. While, were the
churches united, each place woull have
one resident pastor, and every depart-
ment of the spiritual work in it woull
be more efficiently carried on.

In one senseitis a piece of self-de-
nial to refrain from preaching the yood
news when one has the opportamity:
but when one is tived and has a swre
throat, he is very apt to be glad of aret
when he can get one.  This was my rae
on the Lord’s Day which 1 had the pri-
vilegre of spending in New  Glaseow.
In the worning 1 attended the Prayer
Meeting of the Y. M. C. A, Ths room
was full, and the meeting was goad. In
the forenoon T worshipped in St
Andrew’s church, and heard Mr Pol
lok preach onc of his thonghtful and
original sermons. In the afternnonl
visited the four Sabbath Schouk in the
place. Each meets in the church with
which it 1s connected, and, though the
present arrangement of pews in churches
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is not very suitable for classes, this evil
is perhaps more than counterbalanced
by the advantage of having plenty of
good air.  Where a Hall for the purpose
can be had, it is well; but where this
cannot be, it is questionable wisdom to
hold the Sabbath School in a basement
where the lowness of the ceiling almost
certainly precludes the possibility of a
proper supply of pure air throughout the
time of meeting, and thus unfits teachers
and scholars for the work of the school,
and for whatever follows. A pleasing
feature in all the schools was the num-
ber of young men and women who were
in the classes. It is a hopeful sign of
New Glasgow. The attendance is about
as follows: In James’ Church school, on
the roll, 190, average, 128 ; in Primitive
Church and St. Audrew’s Church
schools, each 160 on the roll, and 120
of an average ; in Knox’s Church school,
on the roll 90, average 75. The order
in all the schools seemed excellent.

In the evening I worshipped in James’
chureh, and heard an excellent sermon
from Mr. McCurdy.

It is cheering to find that although
much of the old bigotry remains in New
Glasgow, it is gradually becoming less.
The ministers have begun to exchange
pulpits,and the members to acknowledge
the good thatis in each other. Ol!for
such an outpouring of the Spirit as will
&ill all hearts so full of love that dissen-
sion and bitterness shall be impossible.

R.N.&G.

Halifax Proteatant Industrial
School.

We have received the report for 1871 of
this institution, and find that it showssuch
Ezugx:css that it can now for the first time

said to be abreast of the needs of the city.
Ttslanguage is ;—* we have had during 1871
an average of 51 boys, and though we are
not likely to go above this average for two
or three years, we have room for 100,” “as
many as ought cver to be in one institution,
or as we are likely to be asked to take in at
any one time.”  The boys range from 9 up
018 years of age, and besides heing schooled
and disciplined are taught tailoring, cabinet-
making, shoemaking, gardening, kindling-
wood making, &c., &c. Since the report was
issued, we sce from the Halifax papers that
wo or three more lads have been sent from
the Police Court to the School. What a
blessiug to have such a place to send them
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to instead of Rockhead among hardened
offenders!

Of course the institution is in debt. When
we sce that its income from regular sub-
scriptions does not average over 31000, our
wonder is that it is only $1800 in debt;
especially as the Committee have to com-
plain that they have reccived $1300 less
than was actually neecessary to put up the
new buildings, and as a new place requires
a good deal of money to putitin order, and
as they had to take more boys than they
faid out for. We are very much mistaken
if there are not Christian men and women
in Halifax enough to send in the S1800
very soon, and more too whenever itis want-
ed for a Reformatory such as this one has
proved itself to be.

Innovation.

This word, if its meaning werc determined
by derivation, denotes simply, the intro-
duction of something new, or, at least,
something not practised for a long period :
or, it may be, never in a particular part of
the world, in a particular society, or during
the existence of a certain institution. For,
&s to new things, Solomon reminds us that,
“There is no new thing under the sun;”
that “ the thing that hath been, is the thing
that shall be;”  neither is there auything
of which we can say, Behold! This is
new !’ So that things which, in common
speech, we call new are, according to this
very high authority, only new wn appear-
ance. ‘They are new to us. This remark
of Solomon’s opens up a large field of in-
quiry and reflection. The lost artsare not
few 1n number, and there is much evidence
20 shew that many of our boasted modern
improvements wer¢ known to the men of
the olden time.  For the human mind is a
busy power, always struggling to burst the
bonds of material restraint, and therchy
dragging curious discoveries to the light;
and the bosoms of men were as strong and
adventurous before the flood as afterwards
upon the plains of Troy, or under the por-
ticos of Athens. But it is superfluous to
enter at present upon this field of investiga-
tion. Itis sufficicnt to remark now, that
the word, however harmless in derivation,
is always employed in a Jad sense, aud is
applied as a reproach to such changes as
are supposed to be contrary to good order
or sound wisdom, or constitutional law or
prosperity. Thus, we have Shakespeare’s
“ hurley burly innovation.”

To how many good things in this troub-
led and strange lifethe term, “innovation,”
has been applied by the casy and wel] to do
people—the men of couchics and arm-thairs
—the good feeders and sound slecpers in
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this poor world—the numerous and com-
fortable ¢ well as we are’ class, both sacred
and profane history admonish us. Cain,
doubtless, thought sacrifice an innovation
and so murdered Abel because of its suc-
cess. ‘The Ark of Noah was a huge innova-
tion to an infidel race which for a hun-
dred years manfactured much laughter out
of the enterprise of the man who believed
God. The undertaking of Moses, his sub-
lime code and institutions, all a stupendous
monument of Divine wisdom and povwer,
were perpetually resisted by that disobedient
generation, who could never forges the
brick-kilns of Egypt, and the flesh-potsand
the onions and the garlic, till their carcases
fell in the wilderness. The time would
fail to speak of Johsun and Gideon and

cphtha and Samson, aund Samuel and
Pavid and Solomon and Elijah and
Elisha and Nehemiah and Iizra and,
Danicl, who were all daring innovators.
The conduct of Nehemiah in particular is
very remarkable; for at the close of his
book, where he cnumerates: some of the
changes or improvements, which in spite of
apposition he had introduced, he concludes
each head: “Remember me, O my God,
concerning this for good” or such like—
indicating that he had done much guod ser-
vice which, as men hated him for it, he
prays may be remembered to his credit by
God. In the New Testament, examples
are numerous of the way in which good
things are often reccived, becanse they are
either new or cstcemed new. The first
preacher of ¢ the kingdom of heaven” was
viewed as an innovator and severely interro-
eated by the conservatives of his day. Even
his name was a daring innovation ; for the
people, who visited Elizabeth at his cir-
cumecision, and who were, like all ladies,
sticklers, for ancient usage, objected to his
name, and remonstrated that: “there is
none of thy kindred that is called by this
name.” They would have called him
Zacharias, * after the name of his father.”
The Great Redeemer’s life, doctrine and
actions, weréa great innovation throughont,
for which he encountered severe, uainter-
mittent and malignant persecution. Jew
and Gentile, opposed in allelse, were agreed
in stigmatising the proceedings of the apos-
tles as presumptuous innovations. The
things that Paul preached were * blasphe-
my against the holy place, the law and the
customs of our fathers.” The Athenian
philosophers “encountered” this great mis-
sionary with the analogous reproach: “he
scemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods.”
The silversmith of Ephesus was of the same
mind, for saith he: “ye scc and hear that
not alone at Ephesus, but almost through-
cat gl Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and
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turned away much people, saying that they
be no gods which are made with hands™
Everywhere they were viewed as ¢ the men
that had turned the world upside down.”
Thus Christianity itself was viewed as a
gigantic innovation, though all theinsyired
wisdom and eloquence of its advocates were
employed in showing that it was & grand
necessity for mankind, an immeasurable
blessing, and a faithful development of the
will of God, as embodied in theinstitutions
of the Old Testament.

The apostles of science have been suf
ferers by the same cry. Roger Bacon, the
greatest genius of his age, the inventor of
telescopes, spectacles, mitroscopes, &c., was
decried as & magician, and castinto prison,
whence he emerged an old man. Sir
Michael Scott, who lived in the samo cen-
tury, and occupied in Scotland the sumg
place as Bacon in England, was stigma-
tised in his own and future times as & ma.
gician, on very familiar terms with the
encmy of mankind. Wickliff, the mom-
ing star of the reformation, whe first trans-
lated the Bible into the vernacular, escaped
death solely by the friendship and power of
John of Gaunt. Ths name of John Faust,
the inventor of printing, came to he a
s%monym in Germany for the devil; though
there is no invention of modern times of
which we can say with more confidence:
< this is the finger of God.” Astronomy,
chemistry, geology; the Copernican sys-
tem, the circulation of the blood, vaccins-
tion, power-looms, stocking frames, stage
coaches, railways, chloroform, &c., have
been so characterised.  The study of Greek
was proclaimed as a sure provocative of

haganism.  Even fanners, that common

mvention for cleaning grain, were prayed
and preached against as ““deil’s wund.”
The church has been the greatest ofiender
in this respect. Many passages in her his-
tory relating to great ymprovements, sub-
sequently adopted, are humiliating. At
one period the man who did not believe in
hunting up decrepid old women, and burn-
ing them for witches, would be in danger
of being burnt himself.  Improvements
have almost always been denounced by the
churches—thongh christianity has, on the
whole, done more to civilize men than any
other influence, and it has never wanted
liberal representatives to speak the_truest
word ¢ven in the darkest times. Yet we
must lament that her civilising influence
has been so largely unconscious, uninten-
tional and invo%unmry. It has generally
been in spite of herself.  So that the obser-
vation is very truc; that of the two great
evilsin the world—unchristian ignorance
and ignorant christianity—it is hard to say
which has done most evil.
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From this it appears that it is as
true that all changes are not bad as
that all changes are not good. A change
made or ézroposed ought never to be con-
demned because itis a change. The late
Viscount Canning observed, that those
who censure imlz-ovements because they
are changes, will have to submit to changes
which are not improvements. ‘Lo condemn
all change, and fasten upon it the stigma
of innovation, is to league ourselves with
the worst of company-—with the men who
have persecuted and maligned the lights of
each succeeding age—with the men of old
garments, mouldy bread and clouted shoes
—the Gibeouites, who are content to hew
wood and draw water, when they might be
the Lord’s freemen, and rise up to seize
their true inheritance. Itis to anathema-
tise the course of nature and the history of
divine providence in this wheeling world,
which 18 rolling on to brighter and better
toings. Ttis to hand over every human
institution to that decaying worm, which
will never suspend its gnawing to please
us, but continue to bore on through our
castle wall, whether we eat or sleep. Itis
to thwart the loving labors of those who
think too much of the ho-ise that covers
them to leave it without repairs, or the
beautcous tree that shades and refreshes
them to spare the pruning knife, Itisto
doom all we love best to incvitable de-
struction ; for time will not spare it, and
therefore we must fight with time and work
for eternity. AP

The Sunday School,

Should be the nursery of the Church,
and therefore the peculiar care of the
Church, and under the eye and direction
of the Session or legitimate authority of
the Church. We have seen some Sun-
day Schools managed under a separate
« Society” plan, having an independent
constitution, as if the School was a Mis-
sienary Association,outside of the Church
proper- Fancy a household banding
over its nursery, its children, to an irres-
ponsible organization to manage. Some
Churches act in the same manner with
their service of praise.  The whole thing
is handed over to a looscly constitute:

Jjoint stock corporation called perhaps a
choir, and the Church as suc{)lcrhas to
stand aside, not venturing even to offer
a word of advice or criticism, under the
penalty of the corporation summarily
dissolving itself and leaving in its stead
temporary chaocs. Suppose this plan

97

carried into all the forms and expressions
of the church’s life. We would then
have a similar “ Society” to conduct the
prayer meeting, another to distribute
the alms, another to organize Bible-
classes, another to do the visiting of the
sick, and each and all would be without
a head, and without responsibility. In-
stead of a Church we would have a num-
ber of independent and jarring * Socie-
ties.” 1t is quite clear then that though
there should be division of labour in the
Church, there must be unity; and to
ensure unity, the authority of the Session
and of the minister as the organ of the Ses-
sion must be recognised. Not that this
authority should be paraded. Noj like
the power of the law, it will be most
wtlzighty and most beneficial when least
felt.

In every case except very exceptional
ones the Teachers should be in fuﬁ Com-
munion with the Church ; and as a rule
they should elect annually a Superintend-
ent and other Officers. When the
Superintendent is not a member of Ses-
sion, it would be well I think that he
should be invited to attend the meetings
to report as to the state of the School
and to ¢sit and deliberate,’ just as Pres-
byteries and other Church Courtsinvite
licentiates, missionaries, and others who
arelnot constituent members to ¢ deliber-
ate’ with them.

If an elder has not “ the gift of teach-
ing” he should not be asked to teach in
the School ; but in such a case he should
show his interest in it by frequent visits,
by assisting in other ways such as recom-
mending good books for the Library,
procuring some well-qualified person to
teach for him, &c., &c.

The teachers are the servants of the
Church, and responsible therefore to it
as well as to the unseen master. We
have heard discontented teachers threat-
en ¢ we'll leavethe School and we know
our Scholars will follow us.” That is not
only disloyalty but treachery. The pa-
rents sent their children to the School
not because they knew or trusted you,
but because they trusted the Church.
You got them to teach because the
Church trusted you. And you would
use your influence over their young and
susceptible minds to make them faithless
to the Church. In doing so you abuse
your trust; you act dishonorably. If
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yau cannot continue to teach, resign your
trust quietly and sorrowfully.

One thought more as to the spirit in
which you should teach; and I cannot
express it better than in the words Mr.
Spurgeon addressed recently to S. S.
Teachers in London :—

“ He who made the heaven and the earth
—infinite, cternal, almighty~he cares for
the lambs. There is a long distance—im-
agination cannot bridge it—between the
Infinite and the infant ; and yet there is no
distance, for love hath bridged it. He comes
in contact with the lambs. ~ He carries the
lambs. What noble work is yours and
mine, since Christ does the same. He is
the great carer for the little ones, and we
follow in his wake. Ifany shalldespise the
teacher of the young, he shall despise the
Lord himser, for Heis at our head. .
Let none of us go to our classes as though
we were insignificant, and were doing a
second-rate and miner service in the house
of God. We are doing whatitis His delight
to do. He whom the angels worship, cheru-
bim and seraphim adore, head of all the
hosts of Heaven and of all the elect—He
cares for the lambs. Sce that, infollowing
Him, we do it well.”

If all or the majority of Teachers
would go to their work in such a spirit
the Sunday School would be an infinitely
more important part of the Church than
it now is. Havrrax.

. -

Notes on Sabbath School Lessons.
Lesson for 21st April—I Sam. xix.

The central- fizures in the chapter are
King Saul and his yomug armour-bearer,
David—promoted before this to the rank of
Capiain over a -thousand, the subdivision
of a tribe. (! Sam. 18: 13.}

Read it in three sections:—(3) V. 1-7—
In this section we sce the friendship of
Jonathan standing the tests of « father’s
anger, and the natural jealousy of she heir-
apparent.

Wisdom of Jonathan’s conduct in
dealing with his father. e joims him
in grounds where he probably usually
walked, and -vhere he would be in the
fittest mood to listen. He thex calls to his
mind David’s past services, and Saul’s own
feclings: at that time.  Saul’s naturally
gencrous and facile nature is stirred, and
sincerely enough he swears not to kill
Pavid. The oath was not needed, but it
was his habit {Ch. 14: 24, 39, 44); and,
therefore, did not mean much. David
having been previously concealed by Jona-
than in a suitable nookin the grounds, heard
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the conversation, and assured himself thus
that. Saul had repented of his purpose ; and
thus the brea¢h was healed for the time.

Example—In Greek history we read
that Pythias was condemned to dic Ly
Dionysius I, of Syracuse, for plotting
aganst his life. He asked one favonr of
the tyrant—that he should be set fige to go
home to arrange his domestic aftairs,
promising that he would be back by 2
given day to submit to death. Dionysius
at first laughed at therequest.  Bus Damon
came forward and oftered himself as a
pledge that bhis friend would return, and
agreed to be put to death in his stead
should he fail; and the tyrant then con-
sented.  After Pythias had gone, head
winds prevailed ; ‘and Damon rejoiced that
he would be unable to return.  But by ma-
king Herculean: efforts, he succeeded in get.
ting back just in time to redeem his friend.
Dionysius was so struck with such an in-
stance of friendship on both sides that he
pardoned the criminal, and entreated to Le
admitted as a third into their bond of
brotherhood.

V. 8-17.—Michal, the younger of Saul's
two daughters, and passionately devoted to
her young husband, is most prominent in
this section. Some time has elapsed ; David
has fought in new wars with his old success;
and Saul’s mad jealously has returncd on
him. David escapes from the palaee to
his own house—probably on the town wall.
Michal learned thas the boase was being
watched by agents of Saul, who intended
to attack her husband as he left his door
next morning. Psalm 59 refers to this
scene. The King’s myrmidons made ne
secrct of their purpose. They swaggered
round the town, and returned to the house
in the evening and with cries as if they
were the masterless dogs of the East,
“Dbelched out” curses against the young
hero. Michal lowers David out of the
window in the darkness of the night; to
gain time for him to reach the residence of
Samuel, she-dresses up the bed asifhe
were in it; puts her teraplain, or house-idot
with & human head, in the bed, its head
enveloped in vhe usual net of goat’s hair for
vrotection froin gnats, and the rest of the
figma covered with the wide plaid (V. 13,
16). When Saul will not be batked even
by the sickness he is told of, and his mes-
sengers force their way into the inmost
apartment and discover the trick, Saul is
so enraged that Michal had to pretend that
David had attempted to kill her. This
was the last time she saw her husband for
many years. .

V. 18-24.—David flees to Ramah to
Samuel, and the two go to Nuioth—2
village of huts made of the brauches of
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trees—of a school of the prophets, over
which Samuel presided, as Elisha did over
those of Gilgal and Jericho. Heinstructed
them in the law, in singing, in the use of
musical instruments, &c. It would almost
seern as it David intended to join himself
to them, and to lead thenceforth a semi-
monastic life. But Saul would not permit
bim, and God had other work for him to
do—so he must be driven from this retreat.

Three bands of Saul’s messengers come
under the influence of these *sons of the

rophets.”  'We can sce how this would be.

¢ hear of them in fifties and hundreds at
once, and a *“ chain® of these rapt in sing-
ing and playing would be very likely to
attract others within the range of the
spiritual influence they were feeling so
powerfully.

Saul himself goes. We trace his course
from Gibeah to Sechu, a place on the way
remarkable for ““ the great well” or cistern
it contained. DBut when he comes among
the young, fervent prophets, his passionate,
irregular nature catches the religious con-
wgion, and he outdoes them all.  Hestrips
off his armonr and upper garments; and
during the whole day and night he is in an
ecstasy, singing and shouting pious ejacula-
tions. This was more wonderful than the
first occasion (Ch. 10: 11); and proves
that & man is not necessarily converted,
because, at times, he violently “ enjoys re-
ligon.” Warning from this: It is im-
possible to serve two masters.

Lesson for 28th April.—Acts xvii.: 1-15.

Paul’s sccond missionary journey—Con-
tinned. His work in Europe. His com-
]Eanions at present, Silas and Timothy.

uke, who had joined them at Troas (Ch.
16: 10; “we”), from the change of the
pronoun, in his narrative, to “they,” must
have staid behind at Philippi when they
went on.

Divide the lesson into two sections :—1.
Paul at Thessalonica—V. 1-9<a journey
of 85 miles from Philippi; but they had the
great road that led from Rome to the whole
region north of the Egean Sea all the way.
They passed through two important towns
(V. 1), but as ncither had a synagogue,
they did not tarry in either. The Jews
were the bitter encmics of Christianity ;
but let us never forget that the Apostles
were Jews, the first churches were wholly
composed of Jews, and that through the
}xrosclylcs of the synagogucs, access was
had to the Gentiles.

Thessalonica was, at this time, practical-
Ir the metropolis of Macedonia; and it is
still the most important town in European
Turkey, next to,Constantinople.  Its popu-
lation now is 70,000, one-fourth of whom
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are Jews, among whom very successful
mission work is prosecuted by the Ameri-
can Church and the Church of Scotland.
Its name now is Saloniki. In Paul’s time
the synagogue (v. 1) of the Jews, . e., the
only one in that part of the country, was in
Thessalonica. ‘Lrade brought the Jews
there. When we read of a synagogue in
a foreign city, we may be sure that itis a
commercial centre, ora place where good
business can be done. The position of
Thessalonica made it an invaluable centre
for the spread of the Gospel. What was
done there was not doune in a corner
(1 Thess. 1: 8). Hence, Paul gave much
thought to it, and wrote, soon after leaving
it, two letters to the church, the first of his
letters that we have. We should read
these to learn the particulars of his visit,
and the nature of his preaching, and the
kind of life he lived.

V. 2-3.—Those three weeks were the
time that he was allowed to preach in the
synagogue. He must have remained long-
er in the town, forthe church was composed
chiefly of Gentiles (Thes. 1:9) ; and while
there, aid was sent to him twice from
Philippi (Phil. 4: 16).

Two points he aimed at proving in the
synagogue :—(1) That the Messiali foretold
in the Old Testament must suffer and riso
from the dead. This is what the Jews had
not looked for ; and therefore it is this that
Christ himself had to prove to his sorrow-
ing disciples (Luke 24 : 26). It is still the
great point to_be proved in arguing with
Jews.” (2) That Jesus of Nazareth was
this Messiah.

V. 4.—Good result of his preaching.
¢« Consorted,” or  were added as if by lot,
to the family of which Paul and Silas were
members. “Women:” (Ch. 16: 13; 17:
12, 34).

V. 5-9.—Opposition and persccution.

- Paul was living in the house of Jason, per-

haps his kinsman, (Rom. 16: 21). The
Jews stirred up the worthless idlers of the
place to attack the house. Two things we
learn from the accusation hefore the au-
thorities:—(1) Thesuccess that had already
attended the preaching of the Gospel else-
where; (2) That Paul preached prominent-
1y ¢ the Kingdom of Jesus.” This is con-
firmed in his Epistlec to them (1 Thes. 2:
12; 2 Thes. 1: 5.

The magistrates took Dail or security
from Jason and the others that the peace
would be preserved, and that no trcason
would be preached.

2. Paul at Berea. Ilc obeys the word
of his Lord, (Matt. 10: 23). A journcy of
45 miles takes him to where the next syna-
gogue is. Bereais still o town of nearly
20,000 people.
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V. 11-12.~Description of the Jewish
commanity in Berea; more noble in spirit,
saperior to mere prejudiee, testing Paul’s
word by the Scriptures.  “ Therefore,”
many of them belicved. ®opater, one of
Paul’s missionary companions, was from
Berea, (Acts 20: 4). This clearly proves
that our faith should depend not on the
authority of the church, but on God’s word ;
and that people should search for them-
selves; and, therefore, that the Bible should
be in the hands of all.

V. 13-15.—As in Paul’s first missionary
journey (Ch. 14: 19), so now the unbe-
lieving Jews follow him from city to city.
Have we the same zeal for the truth? Is
the love in the heart of the Christian equal
to the hatred in the heart of him who re-
jects Christ ? Paul is sent *towards the
sea.” Friends from Berea accompany him
on to Athens.

Ask your class to bring proofs from the
Old Testament that the Christ foretold to
the Jews would suffer and die and riso
again. Also, to find in the two Epistles
to the Thessalonians anything about Paul
as a man and & minister of Christ while he
was in Thessalonica.

Lesson for May 5.—1 Sam. xxiv.

A story of David’s youth that shows
forth strikingly his nobility of character.
He is an out law, compelled to livea Robin
Hood kind of life. For no fault of hisown,
he is driven from the court and all his high

sitions, and a price set on his head. He

as to seck shelter at first from the Philis-
tines. Driven from Gath, he commences his
wandering life. He sends his parents to
the care of the King of Moab. Adherents
to the number of 600 gather round him.
But these were too few to ffight with, and
too many to escape notice.’ Saul himself
comes against him, and again and again
he is on the brink of destruction. Psalms
54, 57, and 63 were written at this time,
and it was such Psalms that made the book
s0 dear to Wallace and King Alfred in
their wanderings. The former had it hung
before him during his exccution, and his
eyes remained fixed upom itin his dying
hours.

V. 1-3.—Saul is determined to get him
this time. With 3,000 men he hunts him
like a partridge, or like aflea skipping from
crag to crag. David is hiding ameng the
rocks and precipices on the West of the
Dead Sea.” A spring, still called Engedi,
or the kid’s fountain, and still frequented
by the wild goats that leap from rock
to rock, gives its name to the district. In
8 dark recess of one of the numerous lime-
stone caves of the neighbourhood, often
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used for sheltering cattle or sheep, David
and a few of his men were hiding. Into
that very cavern, Saul turned aside for g
few minutes, his guard passing on. David
from the inmost recess could see and not be
seen. His crucl enomy, who had extermi-
nated the priesthood at Nob only shorily
before for giving him bread in his haste and
sore need, is in his power.

V. 4-7.—The words of David's men.
When the devil quotes Scripture, he twists
it—so man perverts it to snit himself.
David had the promise of the kingdom, and
his followers assume that that warrants
him to kill the king. David goes down
softly with drawn sword, but merely euts
off the skirt from the back of the long robe
of the pre-occupied King; and even as he
did that, he felt selforeproached, as if it
would have been more generous to have
left him untouched. Hismen then wished
to rt’x’sh upon Saul, “but he suffered them
not.

Vv. 8-15.—~When Saul had gone for
cnough down the rocks to make it safe,
David comes out and calls to him. His
tonching remonstrance, his reverenuze of
manuner, his pleading of aftection and in.
nocence, his making nothing of himself,—
only “a single flea or a dead dog™ are
jrresistible.

Vv. 16-22.—The better side of Saul’s
character comes out here; but we are not
to forget that though he wept, and confessed
his fault, and his conviction that David
would be king, the effect was only tempor-
ary. - Saul was_the sport of his™ fechmgs.
1fe had never given himself wholly to God,
and so he drifted with circumstances. And
se his naturally good qualities availed him
nothing, and they had less influence over
him every year. Jas.1: 6-8. V. 21—
Refers to the Eastern custom ofa new king,
putting to death all who had any claim to
the crown.

Lessons from the story. (1) Daty w0
our sovereign. David looked on Sau) as
“the Lord’s anointed,” and not as ks
persecutor.  (2) Generosity to an cne-
my. Though we have many examples
of this in fiction, we have few in real
life. It was & law of chivalry. Sultan
Saladin, in a battle with the Crusaders,
secing Richard Ceeur de Lion fighiing on
foot, sent him his own horse. (3) The
noblest of all victories is to ** overcume evil
with good.” Luke 6: 33-35. Rom. 12:
19-21. Thus did Joseph to his brethren,
who had sold him into slavery. The high-
est possible example of this is Christ pray-
ing for his murderers, and by his_death
being an atonement for the chicef of sinuers.
{4) Trust your cause to God. Insicad of
doing our part to keep up a quarrel, let us,
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if we cannot get a complete reconciliation,
be able to say, “ the Lord judge between me
and thee.” Psalm 37 : 5-8. Mic. 7: 8-10.

Lesson for 12th May.—Acts xvii. : 16-34,

When Paul left Berea, not being able to
revisit Thesoalonica as he wished (1 Thes.
2:18), he sent Timothy there, and left
Silas to carry on the good work at Berea.
But on his arrival at Athens, he sends a
message to both of them to come to him as
soon as possible. They did so, and found
‘him (Ch. 18: 5) at Corinth. Apparently,
he did not like to preach alone, and in-
tended to rest from labour until they should
come to him ; but he could notrefrain him-
self with all that was going on at Athens
round him,

V. 16.—Athens; “ the city full of idols”
literally.  The maultitudes of beautiful
statutes and temples to the gods in their
city was the pride and boast of the Atheni-
ans. A Roman satirist declared that it
was easier to find a god than a man in
Athens. It was the headquarters of the
religion, art, and philosophy of the old
world, and the three aided each other and
formed a triple cord too strong for any
mere man to break.

V. 17.—In the synagogue he met his own
countrymen and the proselytes, and preach-
ed to them that Messias had come ; but he
also went, like another Socrates, to the
market, where the Athenians themselves
met, and spoke to all who would listen con-
cerning the true God and His Son, Jesus
Christ. .

V.18.—The two great schools of phil-
osophers of the day. The Epicureans deni-
ed Creation and Providence; saying that
matter was cternal, and that the gods took
no concern with man—and taught that
tranquil enjoyment was the great object to
be sought in life. The Stoics believed that
there was one Supreme Governor of all,
but they were out and out fatalists; and
they taught the complete independence of
man on any being but himself, and that
the highest attain.ment for man was to be
sternly indifferent to all pleasure or pain.
These people encountered Paul with a mix-
ture of contempt and curiosity. As he did
not class himself as a philosopher, some de-
spised him as a silly trifler, and others were
inclined to charge him with the crime of
bringing in new gods. But any one with
anovelty was welcome to the Athenians.

Vv. 19-21.—The market place of Athens
was surrounded by four low hills. On one
of them, Mar’s hill, the Supreme Criminal
Court of the city held its sittings, and it,
being arranged with benclies and steps of
stone, was a convenient place for a public
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address. The philosophers and loungers
took Paul there, and courteously asked
him to open up his new doctrines to them.

Vv. 22-31.—Every onc admires this truly
wondeiful discourse. We see from it what
Paul meant (1 Cor.9: 19-22.) He has
no word now about the law of Moscs or
the Jewish prophets, as when in the syna-
goguc ; he speaks of what his hearers knew,
and admitted, what they fult in their own
hearts, and what their own poets said ; and
he leads on from that common ground to
the new truth about Jesus and the resurrec-
tion.

V. 22.—Literally, “I perceive you, in
every point of view, to be eminently religi-
ous.”  Blame is not even implied; if any-
thing, it would be taken as a compliment ;
but it is the fuct of their vencration for re-
ligion that Paul lays hold of to prove that
hie is introducing no new guds. but merely
revealing to them the divinity they con-
fessed they did not know.

V. 23 .~ “Your devotions”—literally
¢ your objects of religious worship.” Icome,
he says, as the messenger of that unknown
God. And then he goes on to speak of
God in terms not new to them; which laid
hold of their deepest convictions, and also
struck at the roots of the crrors of the
philosophers before him.

V. 24.—He lays down the true doctrine
of the Creation. “Not in temples made
with hands” (Ch. 7: 48.)

V. 25.—“As though Ile needed any-
thing.” This truth the Epicureans used to
insist on. ¢ He giveth to all, &.” He is
the Preserver as well as Creator.

Vv, 26-29.—Another true doctrine. As
God is spiritual and all sufficient and one,
the doctrine of the unity of the human race
follows; and all that befalls man is under
His care, and is for the purpose of leading
them to seck Him ; not that He is far from
us, but that we are ignorant of Him (Jer.
23: 23-24); and that truth that men are
God’s children, and subjects of His educat-
ing discipline their own poets (Aratus and
Klcanthes) witnessed to; and he was only
bringing new tidings of Him whom they
had been always feeling after.

V. 30.—* Winked at”—overlooked. In
this word are treasures of mercy for those
who havelived in hopelessignorance (Rom.
1 aud 2). They deserved punishment for
their sins; but God overlovked them till
now, when He gave them light, and there-
fore expected them to repent of their sins.

V. 31.—How do you know all this, they
would ask ? From Jesus, the Son of man,
ordained by Ged, and who is to be the
judge of men. And the proof that Heis
God’s Son, we havein His resurrection from
the dead.
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Paul is thus brought to Jesus; and
would go on to speak of the power of & new
life which was in Him for men, and of His
claim on their personal allegiance, but they
would hear no more (1 Cor. 1: 20-29.)

Lesson to teachers from this sermon.
Adapt your teaching to your scholars.
Lead them on from what they do know to
the new truth you wish to teach them.

G. M. G.

e

Artucles Selected,

(From the Home and Foreign Misssion-
ary Record.)

The Church of Scotlandin Rome.—
No. 1.

What I wish to do is to sketch as ac-
curately as pussible the ‘Christian work
which is being done in this intevesting
city. And it is ncedless to say that all
Christian work meets with the deter-
mined opposition of the priests of the
Church of Rume.  They Jare not, under
the present Guvernment, do much openly
agamnst the Protestant Christianity, for
the law now acknowledges perfect tolera-
tion, and allows complete liberty. The
Government is popular with all parties
except the clerical party and its imme-
diate fullowers. The middle and lower
classes of Rome are decidedly in favour
of the King and the reforms he has
effected, but a large proportion of the
higher class are still in favor of the Pope.
Among the artisans, masons, carpenters,
shoemakers, &ec., are in favour of tolera-
tion and freedom and progress ; but the
greengrocers, the vegetable-sellers, as a

eneral rule, are rigid adherents of his

oliness. Why this should be I cannot
say. Itis impossible to discover what
connection there is between a cauliflower
and a cardinal, a pope and a bean, but
it is the fact that these shopkeepers are
strictly Papists. I have heard com-
plaints, whether well or ill founded I
cannot pretend to say, that Victor Em-
manuel’s ministry leans too much to the
Papal party ; that there seems to be a
strong desirc to keep friends with both
sides. But it must be remembered that
the King and his officials have a very
difficalt task to perform. They have
to conciliate the priests as far possible
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without yielding to them, and they have
to wateh over them, and seek to counter-
act their constant plottings, for they are
never at rest.  And one section auticj-
pates a_revolution at no distant date,
when Rome shall be restored to the
voluntary prisoner of the Vatican, wh-
then shall recover his former power, and
shine forth with even more than his
former splendour. They imagine that
M. Thiers is preparing the way for
Nopoleon in France ; that when Na
oleon is reinstated as Emperor, Le will
take up arms for the restoration of the
Holy Father! In such wild dreams do
some of them indulge.

A report was spread the other evening
that the Italian Baptist Chapel had been
set on fire; but, on investigation, the
story was discovered not to be true. At
the same time it is true that some com-
bustibles were fired in a cellar under the
shop of the Tract Society, and did con-
siderable damage. All these cflurts t
arrest the progress of Protestantisin are
made under the influence of the priests,
who, however, are not popular now. and
who, althbugh to my unpractised eye
seem to swarm over the city, arc said not
to appear in sucl numbers, or su fre-
quently, as they did before the vceupa-
tion.

A great loss has been sustained by the
Presbyterian Church here by the death
of the Rev. Dr. Lewis of the Free
Church. He was much respeeted, and
had a very good congregation. e had
%athered round him a large circle of
riends—every one of whom, to whatcver
denomination he belongs, laments kis loss.
T attended his funeral on Wednesday,
in the beautiful Protestant cemetery,
near the Porto di S. Paolo. Rev. Mr
M'Naughton, from Ireland, who had
preached for him on the preceding Sun-
day, and who was an old college com-
panion, conducted the funeral servicesat
the grave, where he read a pasage of
the 15th chapter of 1st Cor., prayed, and
delivered a s;:ort address. ﬁe way fol-
lowed in Italian by M. Libret, the
Vauldois minister. This cemetery i
tastefully laid out ; and while the yews
cast asombre shadow over it,yet that sha-
dow is relieved by the “gowans” and
the daisies, the camellias and the violets,
which, even on the last day of January,
were blossoming in rich profusion.
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1 visited Mrs. Gould's school last Sun-
day, atter forenoon service.  Mre. Gould
is most indefatigable in her work, and
deserves cordial support. With unflag-
ging zeal she is carrying out her design
of instructing the rising generation of
Italians, and has triumphed over many
of the obstacles thrown in her way. To
give an idea of the little persecutions to
which she and others ave subjected, 1
may mention that the other day, while
engaged in her school, she was startled
by a commotion in the room overhead,
which threatened destruction to the
ceiling. Some women had gone up. and
were dancing and jumping about as if
in a frenzy, with the intention of stop-
ping the lessons and frightening the
children, in which attempt they were for
the time successful. Mrs. Gould had to
send fur a policeman, who effectually
quelled the disturbance ; but she thought
it necessary to call on the Minister of
Instruction, to whom she explained the
circumstance, and also the nature of the
work in which she was engaged. e was
indignant that any annoyance should
be given, assured her thatit would never
happen again, and claimed her as a {fel-
low-worker in the regeneration of Italy.
He said that « he cared not whether she
was Protestant or Papist, but he rejoiced
that she had undertaken the work of
education, and he would do all in his
power to aid her.” -

It was very interesting to hear the
children—cleanly,  bright, intelligent
children—repeat their Scripture texts,
answer questions, and sing hymns. It
was still more interesting to hear them
sing in English,

* How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear!”

Mrs. Gould deserves every support
and encouragement in her arduous but
blessed work.

Ihope next month to give you some
farther particulars about the Christian
work inthe « Eterpal City,” as it has
come under my observation. Meantime
I may mention that our little room has
been well filled on Sundays, and I am
making the experiment of a week-day
mecting : whether it is to suceeed or not
cannot be predicted at this moment.

Before clusing, { may say that a dif-
ference of opinion has arisen between
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Signor Bari and the Italian Church. 1
will refer to the whole matternextmonth,
when I will be able to speak of his work,
and to quote from the letters which
passed between him and his former
friends. :

A. WILLIAMSON.
58 Via Banuivo, RoME.

God's overruling hand in War.

Whilst contemplating the fearful ra-
vages that follow in the track of war,
the heart-rending scencs often witnessed
onthe battle field, the agonies of the
dyin{z man as he grasps the cold earth
and lifts up his faded eye casting an
imploring look to Heaven for help, the
suddenness of death and the loving
farewells to friends far away, these and
other scenes pictured in the newspapers,
often send a shudder through our frames
as we read of them. And when reflect-
ing upon the horrors of war, we natur-
ally long for the time when the unceas-
ing commotion among the nations of the
earth shall be hushed into a placid and
everduring calm, when men shall “ hang
the trumpet in the hall and study war
no more.” Notwithstanding, however,
the evils and ravages that resnlt from
war, yet who can fail to notice the ease
and extent with which God turns it to
His own account, 2 most striking proof
in favour of the language of the Psalmist,
“ Surely the wrath of man shall praise
thee and the remainder of wrath shalt
thou restain.” And has not this been
most emphatically true of the contlicts
of these last days. Look at the late
Crimean War, the mightiest nations in
Europe were engaged in it, yet none of
them were swallowed up ; but the grand
result of this war was the entrance of
the Gospel into Turkey. Look again at
the war waged between the United
States and Mexico,and whatever opinion
we may have as to this contest sometime
since brought to a cluse, we cannot fail
to see that the result has Leen the open-
ing up of a great and elfectual door for
the Gospel. Sce again the contest
waged a few years ago between Britain,
India and China, and sce how God over-
ruled the designs of men in that struggle
for the spread of the Gospel among
millions who heretofore had been shut
out fr.m the light. And need we refer
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to the late fearful war between France
and Prussia, as every one has noticed
what the issue has been, and how re-
markably the God of Providence in that
contest mede the wrath of man to praise
him.  As nation is thus found lifting up
sword against nation, and the sound of
war is frequently heard among the
powers of the earth, the issue in every
case seems to be the opening up of doors
for the spread of the Gospel and the re-
ception of truth. Thus God most mys-
teriously carries out His gracious de-
signs, and is indicating to us that He is
making use of the art of war ior the
spread of truth.  Should not all of us
then be careful observers of the signs of
the times, and see_the overruling hand
of Codin the evil doings of man. If
he is making use of the art of war for
the purpose of breaking down barriers
that now hinder the spread of the Gos-
pel, is it not our duty, when these barriers
are removed, to send men to occupy the
fields when they become white to the
harvest. We have much to encourage
us to contribute to the cause of Christ
in, these days.

L =
Bresbptery PWinutes,

Abstract of Minutes of the Halifax
Presbytery.

St. Andrew’s Church, Halifaz.
13th March, 1872, 4 P.M{.

Which place and time the Presbytery
met and was constituted by the Moderator.
Sederunt :—Revds. Messrs. W, T, Wil-
kins, Moderator, G. M. Grant, John Mec-
Millan, John Campbell, J. F. Campbell,
Ministers, and Mr. Lindsay, Elder.

The minutes of last meeting were read
and approved.

A communication from the Treasurer of
the congregations of Richmond, North
West Arm and Goodwood, was read, re-
;Etcsting payment of the Supplements for

¢ half-year ending the 3ist of March,
1872.

Mr. Grant announced that the St. Mat-
thew’s Sabbath School had paid in to the
Treasurer of the Presbytery’s Home Mis-
sion Fund $100, to be specially applied to
the support of the Richmond congregation.
The Presbytery accepted the grant with
much pleasure, and instructed the Clerk to
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¢ransmit its cordial thanks to the Suuday
School. )

The Clerk was instructed to give t)e
order and Presbyterial certificate necessary
to enable the Treasurer of the said congre.
gations to draw the half year’s supplements
from the Presb. H. M. Fund, and the Co.
lonial Committee.

A letter was also read from the Chair.
man of Trustces, and the Secretary and
Treasurer of Little River Congregation,
asking for supplement up to the first of
March, instant. The Clerk was instructed
to give an order on the Treasurer of the
Presbytery’s Home Mission for $100 aceord-
ingly ; and at the same time to express the
hope that a smaller supplement uay be
required in future.

The Clerk was further instructed to give
to the Rev. W. T. Wilkins a Preshy terial
certificate to enable the ‘Treasurer of his
congregation to draw upon the Colonial
Committee for the supplement of 50 due
up to the Ist ot February, 1872.

Mr. Grant reported that the business con-
nected with the payment of Rev. H. Me.
Millan had been completed satisfactorily.
The Presbytery reeeived the report and
conveyed its thanks to Mr. Grant.

With reference to the proposed institution
of a “'Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,” and
the raising of a capital sum of 58,000 to
begin with for this object, it was unani-
mously agreed that the Clerk be instructed
to write to the Kirk Sessions within the
bounds, asking them to appoint committees
to excite an interest in the subject, and to
cndeavour to raise money for it thronghout
their respective congregations in the way
and at the time most agreeable to them-
selves; so that our share of the total
amount required may be subscribed, if pos.
sible, before the meeting of Synod.

It was enjoined that, at the next regular
meeting in June, the Sessional Records
shall be called for; and that the ministers
and representative elders be prepared to
answer such questions asthe Presbytery
shall deem fitting, as to the state of religion,
finances, &c., in their respective bounds;
in order that the same may be reported 10
the Synod, if required.

Adjourned to meet in St. Matthew's
Church on the second Wednesday, the 12th
June next, at 4 o’clock, p.m.  Closed with
prayer by the Moderator.

Daxier McCurpy, Clork.

S0

SEvERAL articles reccived too laic for
this number will appear in our next.
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Hetos of the Ehurely.

THE Rev. Mr. Moffat is labouring as
assistant to the Rev. Dr. Brooke, Fred-
ericton, with much acceptance. His
position is enviable, as Dr. Brooke is
lale and heaxty, always taking one of
the services on the Sabbath, and his
turn with the Assistant in addressing
the prayer meeting and Sabbath school.

THE Rev. Mr. Keay, we are sorry to
hear, has recently lost some members of
his congregation by removal from St.
Andrew’s.  This is deeply to be regret-
ted, as the church is not strong, and the
population of the place diminishing.

I St. Andrew’s Church, St. John,
the children of the Sabbath School, as-
sisted by members of the choir, gave a
Concert of sacred music, which was a
great success. The attendance was
very large—many finding it difficult to
pet scats. The Rev. Mr. Cameron,
Pastor of the church, gave a short intro-
ductory address with reference to the
object of the concert. The city papers
gave the singers much credit, with the
sugoestion that the concert might be
again repeated with success. The sum
realised was $125.

WE were premature in stating in our
last number of the Record that St. An-
drew’s congregation, St. John, had
raised for the Presbytery Home Mission
Fund $160. The Collectors have not
yet reported, but it is understood that
they have been very successful.

AT a pro re nata meeting of the Pres-
bytery of St. John, on the 29th ult., a
call from the congregations of Wood-
stock and Northampton, in favour of
Mr. Begg, was laid on the table. It
was sustained, and Mr. Begg having
accepted it, the Presbytery resolved to
proceed with his ordination and indue-
tion.

St. Andrew's Soiree.

Among the socisl reunions of the past
month we have much pleasure in noticing
that of St. Andrew’s, Halifax. On the 12th
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ult., a congregational Social Meeting was
held in the magnificent Basement of the
Church, which, notwithstanding the terri-
ble snow storm of that evening, was filled
to the utmost capacity when the hour for
commencing had arrived. ‘The Pastor, the
Rev. John Campbell, occupied the chair,
and conducted the proceedings.  The tables
were spread with abundance, the Hall of
the Basement was tastefully decorated, and
the addresses were of o very pleasing and
instructive nature. The music, under the
leadership of Mr. Mitchell, was of a very
high order, and tended to make theevening
a delightful one.

The Meeting was in all respects a . eial
one, as the proceeds were not intended for
the payment of debt or furany of the vbjects
usunlly before the minds of congregations,
but simply to defray expenses, and be the
means of bringing the Congregation to-
gether socially.

1x justice to the Salt Springs congrega-
tion, and with the hope of provoking otliers
to “Jove and good works,” we cheerfully
inscrt the following resolutions passed at
their annual meeting :—

“ At the annual meeting of the congre-
gation, held this 3rd day of April, 1872, in
St. Luke’s Church, Salt Springs, John A.
McLean, elder, in the enair, ter alia—it
was moved by Mr. Angus McKenzie,
scconded by Mr. W. McDonald, and un-
animously Resolved, 'That this meeting ex-
press sincere sympathy with our beloved
pastor, Mr, McMillan, in his aftliction; and
our earnest lope and prayer is that said
afiliction may be sanctitied to him and us,
and that he may be speedily restored to
health and strength; also, that we may
express our sincere gratitude to those, his
brethren, both in our own and the sister
church, who have so kindly offered and
given services to us during our pastor’s
illness.

«“2. Moved by Mr. A.S. Robertson, sec-
onded by Mr. Daniel McDonald, and un-
animously Resolved, That our pastor, the
Rev. W. McMillan, be allowed six weeks
vacation at any time during the summer
seuson that he shall think “best suited to
improve his health.”

Davip A. Ross, Sec’y.

AMagic Lantern Entertainmentgiven
last month in St. Stephen’s Church, St.
John, was a great success. About 400
children and adults assembled in the
large and commodious b- 2ment of the
church, and highlljy enjoyud the illustra-
tions of Old and New Testament history,
and Pilgriv’s Progress. The attention
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of the scholars was kept up by the ex-
lanations given by Mr. Warwick and

v. Mr. Caie of the views, and the
answers given by the children on Scrin-
ture subjects astonished and delighted
their parents and friends. The magic
lantern is owned by the Sunday School
Union, and is one of the best ever brought
to this city. It cost about $400, and the
Union hires it to Sabbath Schools at the
cost of $15 for the evening. In this way
they lope soon to pay for its cost, and
when paid for they will be prepared to
let it to schools at a much lower rate
and with a change of views. The por-
traits of the Queen, the Prince and
Princess of Wales, are exceedingly good,
and were welcomed by the large andience
with hearty applause. When the por-
trait of the Queen was shown some one
started the National Anthem, at Mr.
Caie’s request, and the whole assembly
of children and adults united most en-
thusiastically in singing it.

The interest and pleasure of these
entertainments ave very often marred by
the noise and uproar caused by mis-
chievous boys, who, when the lights are
extinguished, consider it a grand chance
for practical joks and fun ; but last even-
ing was entirely free from all such iater-
ruptions, and the whole entertainment
passed off pleasantly and profitably.

After paying expenses the Committee
of the St. Stephen’s Church Sabbath
School have added quite a little sum &
their library fund besides affording the
children and their parents a rich treat.
The number of children attending on
the roll of this school is over 300, and
the sum expended for bovks and periodi-
cals is large.

8t. Andrew's Kirk, 8t. John's,
Newfoundland.

‘The annual meeting of this Congrega-
tion took place last month, and was very
satisfactory. As respects the finances,
it was found that there was a surplus of
£100 after all expenses had been paid,
and thissum was allocated to pay off the
debt un the manse. The Chureh, the
Manse, and the School are now all free
of debt. .

They have collected, we understand,
for all the Synod Schemes and the Pres-
bytery Home Mission, and intend to
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send on all the Collections hy the first of

next month, when it will be seen that

they have not only done well by them.

seves but also by the general Schemes

and interests of'the Church

Conference of the P. E.Island Pres.
byteries.

Mr. Kennedy presented a paper to the
Conference, which the congregation of
St. James’ Church had that day laid
before the Presbytery, in conncetion
with the Church of Scotland, showing
that measures were taken towards aunion
of the two Presbyterian congregationsin
Charlottetown, which it was believed
would strengthen the cause of Preshy-
terianism in the city, and enable our
people there to act more havmoniously
and vigorously in the matter, especially
of the f:male seminary, and that the
congregation of St. James’ Church had
decided in favor of the congregationsin
anticipation of the union of the two large
bodies. The Conference was pleased to
hear of the desire for union thus indi-
cated by the congregation of St. James'
Church, and tlat the same matter was
under discussion in the congregation of
Zion Church, and resolved to defer the
consideration of the matter till Zion
Church have time to complete their
deliberations respecting it.

Woodstock.

WE are glad to hear good tidings
from Woodstock, as we had fears lest
hard feelings should have arisen trom
what some of our people at Richmond
were inclined to think, precipitancy in
the settlement of the minister.  As mat-
ters stand, there seems to be every
chance of harmonious co-operation be-
tween the two sections of the former
charge. With a distinguished clergy-
man of Mr. Begg’s ability at Woodstuck,
and with Mr. McEay, of the sister
chureh, in charge of Richmond, we have
no doubt that the good work of the
Gospel ministry will be vigorously and
successfully prosecuted. In the matter
of Record distribution, we think the
method adopted a wise one. The con-
gregations are mixed—thatis, composed
partly of each church; and so when a
person issolicited to become a subscriber,
he can take his choice and select cither
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Record.  As this method is the one fol-
lowed, we hope that either one Record
or the other will be found in the hands
of every family. In this way families
by exchange may have not only one, but
both to read.

8t. Gabriel's Church, Montreal.

We have had occasion of late to refer
to church work in Montreal, and we
now give a few items from the report of
St. Gabriel’s with very great pleasure.
The report bears upon the face of it
the traces of the masterly manipulation
of the Rev. Robert Campbell, who, last
year, distinguished himself by taking the
prize for an essay on Union, open to the
whole Presbyterian Church of British
North America. One is struck in read-
ing the report now_before us with the
thorough organization with which every
energy of thiscongregation is called into
play.  The minister has his Kirk session,
and the congregation have their trustees.
Each elder has his section of the city
assigned to him.  « Tt is his duty,” says
the Report, “ to visit the families in his
district, tc note changes of residence,
and to inform the minister and session
of special cases of sickness and poverty.”
The Kirk session meets monthly.

The Board of Trustees have their
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Auditors.  The financial matters are
laid before the congregation in the re-
port in a full and satisfactory manner,
5o that each member and adherent may
note the condition of the affairs of the
congregation from year to year. This
is as it should be, and in this respect the
congregation of St. Gabriel is an ex-
ample to others in which for sloth or
negligence in some quarter, or quarters,
no report is ever published. As a na-
tural consequence, the people generally
cease to take that interest in the con-
gregation’s work, which otherwise they
would take. Not ‘'so, however, in the
case before us.

There is divine service twice on the
Lord’s day at 11 a. m. and 7 p. m., and
a week day serviee on Wednesday even-
ing, at 7.45.

The Sunday, School has its Superin-
tendent, Secretary and Treacurer, Li-
brarian, and a staff’ of 13 Teachers, ex-
clusive of the Rev. Robert Campbell,
who teaches a Bible class.

OF SCOTLAND. 10?
There is a Young Men’s Association,
and being a congregational Association,
the members have shown their sense of
{;ropriet.y in appointing the minister the
Tonorary President. Tt thus retains its
ecclesiastical cast, and will all the more
readily give its influence for the good of
the congregation. Besides, it has its
President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Managing Committee.
Then, in the order of the Report, we
have what should be in every congrega-
tion, a Missionary Association; but,
what is unfortunately, only in such con-
gregations as those of the St. Gabriel’s
type. In this Association we see not
only the usual staff of office-bearers, but
also a list of collectors. That evidently
means work—evidence to which isamply
borne out in the account given by the
Missionary Association at the end of the
report. The collections of this Associa-
tion for the year, exclusive of last year'’s
balance, amount to about $350—out of
which are found, among other disburse-
ments, Sustentation i‘und, $171.62;
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 850.48;
French Mission Fund, $32.20. There
are many other commendable objects
supported by the Society which, for
want of space, we cannot miention.
Lastly, we have the Dorcas Society—
of the work of which there is no men-
tion made ; but the good work done is
evident, from the title ¢ Dorcas.” May
we not hope in the next annual Report
to see the amount of work done and
garm;nts distributed to the deserving
oor
P But now let us see what the Report
states as to the good work done by the
Minister. Itis such as to rejoice the
heart of every lover of the Church. By
removal and by death, St. Gabriel’s, in
common with all other congregativns
during the past year,sustained consider-
able loss. On the other hand, 49 names
were added to the Communion Roll,
made up largely of young persons be-
longing to the congregation. No more
favourable feature of the success of the
minister’s labours could be given. On
the Communion Roll, there are 280.
Baptisin was administered to 30 persons
during the year—We wish God speed
to this enterprising congregation, and
we hope that, in a very short time, some
movement will take form for the purpose
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of erecting a church which will compare
favourably with the elegant structures
of St. Andrew’s and St. Paul's in the
same city.

In conclusion, we take a glance at the
statement made by the Trustees. Their
outlay in all amounts, during the year, to
$2,286.32. The minister’s stipend is
$1,400, which we hope to see consider-
ably increased by the time for the pub-
lication of next year’s report.

Special payments in addition for dif-
ferent objects, $164.31. Pew rent for
the year, 51,135.50. Ordinary collec-
tions, $451.04. .

It is nothing but what is due to this
congregation to commend heartily the
energy and zeal which the report shows
to have been manifested during the past
year. We hope and trust by the co-
operation of the congregation with the
talented young minister, that great
things are in store for St. Gabrielk,
Montreal—to each and every one con-
nected with which, we wish peace and
prosperity-

St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa.

‘We have received the Annual Report
of this congregatiqn, and, as usual, it is
a model of order and completeness, and
shows the church to be prospering. 205
families are connected with 1t; 318 com-
municants; 302 Sabbath School scholars,
and 34 officers and teachers; 200 copies
of The Preshyterian are taken. The
old church has been pulled down and a
new one—to cost $55,000—is being
built on the site. Of the sum needed,
$40,000 is to be subseribed—of which
$81,000 is already subscribed, and $13,-
000is to be borrowed. Not the least
advantage of the new church, says
the President of the Building Commit-
tee, * will be that derived from the
spacious basement story, which will be
adapted to the use of prayer meetings,
Sunday schools, committee meetings,
and, though last not least, social gather-
ings.” The congregation in_the ‘mean-
time meets for worship in a hall, except
at their prayer meetings and at the dis-
pensation of the communion, when they
meet in the sister or Canada Presby-
terian Church, gencrously put at their
disposal by the session. The collections
for the poor, church schemes, &e.; are
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large. Ottawa is heavily in our debt
for sending to it the Rev. D. M. Gordon.

Missionary Meeting in Montreal.

A joint Missionary Meeting of the
congregations in Montreal in connection
with the Church of Scotland, was held
in St. Andrew’s Church at the close of
the meeting of the Presbytery, which
had remained in session for two days.
The chair was occupied by the Rev. Dr.
Jenkins. After devotional services, con-
ducted by the Rev. James Patterson,
the Chairman, in a brief introductory
address, adverted to what he held to be
the great end and aim of the Church—
which was to extend itself by the estab-
lishing of missions at home and abroad.
The Presbytery Home Mission Report
was then read by the Rev. R. Campbell.
The Rev. Gavin Lang then moved :—

“ That it is the duty of the members of
the Church in Montreal to aid in extend.
ing religious ordinances to the adherents of
the Church in the outlying districts of the
Preshytery, as well as in the suburbs of the
city.”

The mover said he had great pleasure
ir being present, and of listening to the
report read by Mr. Campbell, and re-
marked on the great deal of work that
was done with the means at their dispo-
al. A great deal more good could be
done if the Church would only awaken
to the importance of mission work. The
Presbyterian Church should share in the
responsibility along with other Christian
churches, and he hoped that the two
areat branches of the Presbyterian
Church would work harmoniously to-
gether in furthering mission work.

Mr. J. Croil, in seconding the resolu-
tion, spoke of the necessity of asking for
the means of carrying on the work. He
thought it would be a great thing if the
Presbyterian Churches in the city would
subscribe a guarantee of one thousand
dollars a year to the Presbytery, and by
this means they would be enabled to
obtain a missionary to work in the city.
It was only right that congregations of
Presbyterian Churches should thus con-
sider the privileges they enjoy. He
sympathized with the outlying districts
in their difficultics, and contended that
they had a claim upon city congrega
tions. The speaker concluded by stat-
ing that he had no fear of the people of
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the city responding to the call made
upon them for assistance.

An anthem entitled, “In Jewry is
God known,” was then sung by the
choir.

The Rev. Dr. Taylor moved the sec-
ond resolution as follows :—

“That a church situated asoursis,ina
new country, cannot maintain itself with-
out efforts at extension in Home Mission
Work.”

He was pleased to be present asa
Scotchman to meet Scotchmen. He
considered the furthering of missions
was the peculiar work of the church, and
any church that did not do so was not
doing its duty or fulfilling thecommands
of Christ. The same was applicable to
individuals. The reverend gentleman
then compared the progress of Upper
Canada to that of Lower Canada, and
attributed the progress of the former to
its religious vitality. More workers
were wanted, and was sure there were
many who were ready and willing to
engage in the work if means were only
provided. He trusted the two great
branches of the Presbyterian family
would work together harmoniously in
their efforts to further mission work.

The Rev. Mr. Sym briefly seconded
the resolution. He dwelt strongly on
the necessity of extending support and
sympathy to the mission workers. Every
individual could do something, and
should feel it incumbent upon him to
turther Christ’s work.

Another anthem was sung by the
choir, and a collection was taken up in
aid of the Presbytery’s Home Mission
Fund, when the Rev. Mr. McMorine
moved the third resolution :

*“That the church is not justified in con-
fining its cfforts within its own bounds,
but should regard the world as its field of
operations.”

The mover spoke of the necessity for
extending and cultivating a spirit of
Chrigtianity among all, and of the dan-
ger there was of the church relaxing its
efforts,

Mr. A. B. Stewart without remark
seconded the resolution.

A portion of the 122nd Psalm and
the doxology were then sung, after
which the Benediction was pronounced
and the meeting separated.
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We quote the above from the pages
of the Presbyterian, for the purpose
partly of showing our readers what the
church is doing in other quarters, and
partly for the purpose of suggesting to
our readers the propriety of holding
similar Presbyterial Missionary neet~
ings annually. There is no reason why
such should not be done in the Presby-
tery of St. John, Halifax, Pictou, or
P. E. Island. If the experiment was
tried, we have no doubt of the result.

e =
Indelligenee.

Fredericton Auxiliary Bible So-
ciety.

This important branch of the British
and Foreign Bible Socicety held its an-
nual meeting in the City Hall, under
the Presidency of His Ixcellency the
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick.
There was a large attendance, and most
of the clergymen in town as well as
several distinguished laymen took part
in the proceedings. The Report of the
Society, read by Rev. Dr. Spurden,
Secretary, and that of the Ladies’ branch,
read by Dr. Brooke, showed that the
interest manifested in the great objects
of the British and Foreign Bible Society
continued to increase; that the funds of
the Society were prosperous; that the
number of Bibles sold from the deposi-
tory, and the fiee grants of Bibles to the
poor, were nmuch larger than in former
years; that the zeal and industry of the
ladies of Fredericton in promoting the
good cause had been crowned with the
most encouraging success; and that ar-
rangements were in progress for a wider
dissemination of the Scriptures through-
out the Province.

On the motion of the Rev. Mr. Moftat,
it was resolved, that the Reports be
adopted and printed. Interesting ad-
dresses were also given by the Rev. Mr.
Gactz, of the Methodist Church, and the
Rev. Mr. Porter, of the Baptist Church,
referring chiefly to the eagerness of the
sick and the wounded soldiersin the late
war in Europe to obtain copics of the
Scriptures. The Rev. Dr. Brooke aund
the Licutenant Governor gave interest-
ing accounts of the circulation of the
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Scriptures in distwt lands.  Over six wares, and they were confined for simple

hundred dollars were collected by the
ladies in aid of the Parent Society. Al-
together, the Reports of the Fredericton
Society furnish ample materials for
grateful reflection for the past, and for
encouragemeat for the future.

Letter from the Queen to the
Nation.

The following letter from the Qucen
has been reccived by the Premier:—

« BuckingHaM PaLace,
Feb. 29, 1872.

« The Queen is anxious, as on a pre-
vious occasion, to express publicly her
own personal very deep sense of the re-
ception she and her dear children met
with on Tuesday, February 27, from
millions of her subjects on her way to
and from St. Paul’s.

«YWords are too weak for the Queen
tosay how very deeply touched and
gratified she has been by the immense
enthusiasm and affection exhibited to-
wards her dear son and herself, from the
highest to the lowest, on the long pro-
gress through the capital, and she would
carnestly wish to convey her warmest
and most heartfelt thanks to the whole
nation for this great demonstration of
loyalty.

« The Queen, as well as her son and
dear daughter-in-law, felt that the whole
nation joined with them in thanking
God for sparing the beloved Prince of
Wales’ life.

« The rememberance of this day, and
of the remarkable order maintained
thronghout, will for ever be affection-
ately cherished by the Queen and her
family.”

The “Committee on Habitual
Drunkards”

A Select Committe sat to enquire into
the best mode of treating habitual
drunkards., Mr. Dalrymple presided.
Mr. Smith, governor of lgipon prison,
said he had been for many yecars ac-
quainted with the habits ot the criminal
population; and his experience was
that there was a large class who _only:
worked a day or two 1n order to obtain
money to drink. These people went
about from town to town hawking small

drunkenness and assault, but not larce-
nies. Experience taught him that short
sentences were of no use whatever, and
they must be retained for a longer
period.  As to their condition, he found
them physically weak, and their mental
capacity was below the mark. These
drunken habits were frequently inherited
from their parents. The committals of
women were more numerous, and they
were more inveterate offenders than the
men. He suggested that further power
be given to the justices in Petty Sessions
in order that, after a given number of
convictions, they might be at liberty to
send an oftender for a longer perivd to
prison, or to some other convenient
place, and with hard productive labonr
to enable him to earn something during
his confinement. By doing this, society
would not only be relieved of such per-
sons for a time, but he believed that
many would be thus cured of their
drunken habits. Mr. Webster, of the
Hull prison, gave corroborative evidence
as to habitual drunkenness being on the
increase, and this he attributed to the
great number of newly-established pub-
Tic-houses and beer shops.

At the present day, when the subjects
of Inebriate Asylumsand Revised License
Laws are under discussion, it is right
that we should know what is being said
and done elsewhere on the same subject.

Induction of the Rev. Charles M.
Grant to 8t. Mary's Church,
Partick.

The Glasgow Presbytery mect on
Thursday in St. Mary's Church, Partick,
for the purpose of inducting the Rev.
Charles Martin Grant, late-of Calcutta,
to the charge of that church. The ser-
vices were conducted by the Rev. M.
Dickie, of St. Lukes, who delivered an
eloquent discourse from John xvii., 15.
Afterthe close of the services the brethren
present gave the right hand of fellowship
to the newly inducted clergyman, ard
were thercin afterwards followed by the
members of the congregation. Mr. John
Morrison, jun., in name of the ladies of
the congregation, then presented Mr
Grant with a bookcase, study table,and
chair. Mr. Grant suitably replied, and
the proceedings were brought toacluse.
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In the evening a number of the members
of the congregation entertained the Rev.
Mr. Grant and the members of Presby-
tery to dinner in Maclean’s Hotel.

.

Presentation to a Church of Scot-
land Clergyman in Holland.
On the 24th of January, the Rev.

John MIlraith, minister of the English

Presbyterian  Church in  Amsterdam,

who has recently been presented by Lord

Blantyre to the parish church of Erskine,

was waited upon by deputations from

his congregation and friends, bearing
with them substantial tokens of the high
esteem in which the reverend gentleman
sheld. From his church in Amster-
dam he received a purse containing
£100, together with several handsome
and valuable pieces of plate ; and from
his Velsen congregation a purse of £60.

The members of the latter church are

composed entirely of British employés on

the Amsterdam New Sea-Canal Works,
which are being carried out by the con-
tactors, Messrs. Lee & Freeman, of

London. Since the commencement of

these works in 18635, Mr. MIiraith con-

tinuously supplied almost the entire
spiritual wants of the commurity, and
in that capacity his ministrations met
with marked appreciation and success.
Asa gentleman of influence, having an
extended knowledge of the country in
which he sojourned, his valuable assist-
ance was always at the service of his
countrymen, and not a few of them,
when in difficulties, obtained material
advantages therefrom. A wide circle of
admiring friends will long regret his re-
moval from amongst them; and their
very best wishes accompany him and his
family to their new home in the West of
Scotland.

Missouri.

Inthis State of the great Republic
there ave at present no’ less than 202
Presbyvterian  Churches, and yet there
are many counties where there is no
Presbyterian organization.

Sweden.
Iilgt]nodism in Sweden stit):ms to be
making rapid progress. uring the
past yzar there have been 17 sochcties
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formed, and 821 members added to the
Chureh.

Turkish Mission.

The first Protestant Mission was es-
tablished in the Turkish Empire in the
year 1818.  The good cause has made
remarkable progress from time to time.
Schools have been established and vari
ous publications distributed throughout
the land. At the close of the year 1870,
no less than 166 Missionaries and 140
native helpers were engaged in promot-
ing the cause of Christianity. The
Church of Scotland’s "labours for the
Jews in Constantinople, Smyrna, and
Salonica have been abundantly blessed.

Memphis, Tennessee.

Rev. Richard Nelson Newell, A. M.,
a Roman Catholic Priest, has been ad-
mitted to the Protestant Episcopal
Church by the Bishop of the Diocese of
Tennessce. He is said to be an old
man, and has entirely abandoned his
faith in the tenets of Romanism.

Burmah.

In six years Mr. Vinton, a Baptist mis-
sivnary, planted forty churches, opened
forty-two houses of worship and thirty-two
school-houses, and between eight and nine
thousand Karens were raised to the Yevel of
Christian worshippers. This mission con-
tained in 1868 sixty-six native ordained
pastors and evangelists,346 native preachers
unordained, 360 native churches, 19,23}
church members, and nearly 60,000 native
Christians of all ages. This surely is suc-
cess; this is the blessing of God. Says
Dr. Mullens : “The Shanars were an op-
pressed race, living on palm sugar, climbing
trees, with hard daily toil ; untaught, with
scarcely an idca about God; fearing only
the powers that work ir the air, sky, and
carth close around them; their only recre-
ation the wild dances of devil priests, with
the lond drumming and rude feasts that
ever accompany the dances.”

Now there are over 500 native preachers,
and the nominal Christians are estimated
at 100,000—all scparated from heathenism,
with their names all on the mission rolls.
These native Christians contributed $20,-
000 (in gold) for religious purposes in 1866.
The Rev.d. ¥. Tucker of the Church
Missionary Socicty, during a mission of
twenty years among this people, baptized
3500 converts. These converts he saw
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destroy with their own hands fifty-four
devil-temiples, and build ninety-four houses
for Christian wcrship. He had also the
satiefaction of sreing thirteen of his native
converts ordain .d to the work of the Gospel
ministry.

Japan.

There are hundreds of idol temples in
the city of Yedo, in connection with
each of which, according to ancient
Japanese ideas, a festival should be held
at least once a year. Kvery half-year a
procession of the Saints, called Miodjin,
with the head of the Devil over whom
he is supposed to have triumphed,
marches through the streets. The peo-
L)le contemplate with terror its gigantic

orns, dishevelled horse hair, scarlet
skin, red eyes, and horrible jaws. To
add effect to the spectacle the devotees
sound their trumpets and show the enor-
mous hatchet by which the victorious
hero is said to have struck off the mons-
ter’s head. Thus they suppose the
power of the Evil One has been checked
in Japan. How lamentable the condi-
tion of this people!

Notice and Acknowledgments.

NOTICE.

MeETing or Home Missiox Boarb.
~There will be 2 meeting of the Board in
St. Andrew’s Church, New Glasgow, on
Tuesday, April 30th, at 2 P M., for the
transaction of business.

LAY ASSOCIATION.

West Branch East River congregation, col-
lection, half-year ending Dec. 31st, 1871:—

Fox Brook—Miss Harrict McKenzie..S3 20

Glengary—Miss Maggie Gordon..... 527
Hopewell & Island—Miss Jessie Gray

and Miss Mary Fraser....... N 563
Miss Jessic McLeodeeeeaa.ivenunann. 3 873

Big Brook—Miss Mary McQuarric.... 4 63

West Branch (Fast)—Miss Mary Grant 2 43

Upper Hopewell and Marsh—Miss Isa-
bella McDonald and Miss Mary Mc-

2 L

£30 033
DaNteL Gray, Sceretary.
Hepewell, March 1st, 1872

PICTOU PRESBYTERY HOME MISSION

Salt Springs Congregation.......... $11 00
- James Hisror,
March 30th, 1872. Treasurer.

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

YOUNG MIN'S BURSARY FUND,
Rev. F.R. McDonald, Newcastie, New
Brunswick .o oovvel.in.. Ceeieaan. 823

Jyurs Histor,
March 30th, 1872. Treasurer,

FOREIGN MISSON FUND,
Received from Campbelton congregation:—

Coll. at Church door, Campbelton. .. 523 33
Do. Flat Lands............. ceeee 441
Do. Kempt Road...... . 415
Do. Moore Settlement....... ... 200

Collected at Metapedia, by Mr. Morrison:—
Mrs. Daniel Fraser......... ...%3 00

Daniel Fraser. ....... eeeeanaes 2 00
Mary Fraser.......  eeeeieees 100
Master and Miss Fraser . 5
Mrs A. D. Fraser..coooiveennnsn 100
A.D. Fraser......civneeee. .o. 100
Mys. R, P. Mitchell............. 100
R/P. Mitchell....cooos oon.... 100
P.Grant...ooooiiies ol .. 100
J.Jellott..oeveuiinnsenennnn.. 100
Jas. Holmes (... ........... .. 100
S.P. Nick...oovovons oues veee 100
Jas. W. Macdonald...v..... .. 100
C. 8. Archibald................ 100
P. M. L. Morrison. .,..... 100
J. C. Mackenzi 100
R. McCord.. . 100
A. S. Uunt., 100
Andrew Gillice....oveunnn.. vees 100
Jobhn Downs...... ooiieiai.. 100
D. McDougall......ovvvenniae, 100
Jas. Adams... .. P .. 100
James Smeaton.....oieoevnn.. 100
S.D. Oakes...vvuieinennanns 100
Smaller sums. ....... evenaeees 3 50

830 00

Collected by Mr. Patterson on Railway:—
R. P. Patterson...c.ooeennnann. $1 00
J. M. Patterson.....oooivveeins 100
Wm. M. Patterson. ........... 100
Smallersums..ooooivvencn.. 6 47

89 47

From a friend....ociciiiiaiananannnn 6 64

$89 00

Jas. J. BREMNER, Treasurer.
Halifax, 5th April, 1872.

“RECORD” ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
Rev. John McMillan, for 1871.........87 00

Ditto for 1872......... 500
D. Muaro, Woodstocke......oeeeuenn.. 100
Geo. McLauchlan. . o.ooviueenans. .10
Mrs. Gunn, Broad Cove......oeuene.. 250
William Fraser, Fall Brook.. ... e 250
William Fraser, New Glasgow..... o200
David Corbett, Boularderie............ 0 60

Halifax—Joseph Hart, 81.40; James Mait-
land, John Gamble, Mr. Brennan, William
Anderson, fdward Mowbray, John Tay-
Jor, Robert Meffen, Mrs. McLean, (Queen
Street), and James Potter—60 cents cach.



