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On this, the occasion of the Annusl Meeting of ourBoard, I propose
to depart from the course hitherto pursued by our-presidents and
lay before you a few thoughts in LOlll\eLthXl with the transactions of
the year just ending.

In the beginning of 1887 you mnugumtcd the kybtem of a paid
secretary, believing as you did that thé interests of your Board could
best be served by having not only a local habitation, but some one
to collect facts and figures together and to be able at all times to do
the work of the Board. The result has been, in‘my opinion, decidedly
satisfactory, and you now have in the rooms rthe nucleus of what in
-, :8hort time must prove very valuable statistical records. The
collection of them, so far as it has proceeded, has been a matter of
considerable work, but happily to the Board one of but little cost.
It will, probably, be advisable in the future to go further in this
respect, and where desirable material cannot be obtained without
cost it should be incurred in order to make the information as
thorough as possfble.

The work done during the past year haus been very uonudernble,
and I propose to add to the reports of your Council by calling your
attention to a few items connected with the same,

FREIGHT RATES,

Your Board has, from the commencement, made it a cardinal
principal that, as this is an agricultural country, it is to the interest
of your members that every possible aid should be given the farming
community in such manner as lies within the power of your Board.
It'was with a view to the benefit of that class in particular that, in
the fall of 1881, your board appointed a committee which waited on
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Mr. Van Horne in regard to the matter of rates, and obtained from
that gentleman the promise, or statement, that “the policy of the
Canadian Pacitic Railway Company would be to carry lumber for
the sottlers’ hauses, and fuel for their consumption, at cost, and the
grain which they produced, at but little over cost,” he further added
‘“you must then expect to pay a fair rate on your merchandise.’
The policy thus outlined was a very satisfactory onc to your
committee, and it was then stated to that gentleman that such was
the case, and that we would be well satisficd to pay fair rates on our
merchandise as the people of the country would then have the means
which would enable them to stand it. Time and again your Board
has endeavored to obtain the carrying out of the principle thus
enunciated, but it is needless to say, that up to the present moment,
it has not been successful.

HIDE AND LEATHER INSPECTION.

In carrying out the principle laid down by your Board your Council
have taken up the major portion of the work which has been done
during the past year. In the watter of hide and leather inspection,
by drawing the attention of the public to the requirements of the
Dominion Act, wuch has been doune to bring the matter into promi-
nence, and not without a result, though the beuefits are yet only
beginning to be felt.

POSTAL FACILITIES.

In the matter of postal facilities, it was equally to the service of
this city, as to the country through which railroad communication
was opened, that the utmost benefits of postal facilities should be
extended, and the efforts of your Board in pressing matters of this
sort on the Dominion Government have generally been crowned
with success, and in this matter I may say much credit is due to the
courtesy and aid extended by the inspector, Mr. McLeod.

y

EXPERIMENTAL FARMS.

The imyurﬁnce of the wmatter of the Government’s experimental
farm was readily appaient to your Board, and I think too much can
hardly be said in that respect, as in a new country like this it is of
great moment to knew exactly what can be done in the cultivation
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of the soil, and that without the expense and too often unsatisfactory
results of private experiment. The visit of Prof. Saunders to this
city, and the facts laid before him,will, there is not much question, lead
to the establishment of that farm in this vicinity. It is a matter of
regret, however, that nothing has been done during the past season.
That the experimental farm at Ottawa will be of use there is no
doubt, but there is no portion of the Dominion in which so much
benefit can be derived from an institution of this sort as in our own
country, and it is to be hoped that where everything is new and so
much can be learned, the coming season will not pass without the farm
being established and a good commencement made.

FUEL.

On account of the length of our winters the question of fuel supply
must always be a matter of importance to us, and it was consequently
without hesitation your Council took hold of it, at the request of the
wood dealers, and intervened on their behalf with the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, by which sidings hetween stations wera
obtained from that Company, and a threatened additional cost, of

from a dollar to a dollar and a half per cord, on firewood, was
averted.

DRAINAGE.

The question of drainage, though not pressing itself on our atten-
tion to such an extent in a season like the past as in others, still
must always be a question of great moment to the people of Winnipeg,
and especiully in view of the vacant lands around the city. The
question has,however, been taken up, and a systematic plan of drain-
age pressed on the attention of the Government. To this end &
topographieal survey would be necessary, but, so far, the efforts of
your Council to cbtain ‘the co-operation of the Local Government
have been unsuccessful. Tt is to be hoped that a more favorable
result may be obtained as soon as the political atmosplere is to some
extent cleared.

INSOLVENT'S ASSETS,

During the past year it has not been thought advisable to press
the question of an act for the rateable distribution of insolvents
assets, but instead, your Council has contented itself with watching
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proposed legislation, and in the matter of assignments, an act for the
regulation of which was passed at the last session, vonsiderable
modifications were obtained, and a debtor is no longer able to make
an assignment to a relative or personal friend, but must do so, if at
all, to an official assignee, or to such person as the majority of the
creditors may designate. This latter is a very satisfactory provision,
and ‘will, no doubt, be aremedy for many of the evils which have
been found in practice in the past.

({RAIN ESTIMATES.

The recommendation of your pouncil with regard to a system of
grain estimates is one well worthy of your attention. The figureg
prepared by your Council for the past season have been accepted as
trustworthy wherever the facts have been known. That they were
considerably within the mark, all information obtained since from
the farming community, as well as from the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company and other sources, clearly establish. It was desirable,
however, that thereshould be no ground for a suspicion that thefigures
were too high. It is much to be regretted that the movement of the
large crop harvested has not been at all such as, in the interest of the
country, could have been desired.

1 REGARDING GRAIN STANDARDS.

The price of wheat in this country is largely regulated by the price
prevailing in Duluth, and in consequence of this fact it was deemed
advisable to have the provisions of our law as near as pussible to
those governing the standards at that point. The request, as seen
by your Council's report, was granted by the Department at
Ottawa ; but subsequently, upon the recommendations of the Boards
of Trade of Toronto and Montreal, the modifications were with.
drawn and the law stands as before. On what principle the Boards
of the east should interfere or have to do with the establishment of
grades for an article excl\\sively of Northwestern growth 1 do not
understand. The amount in store at Duluth of nearly seven million
bushels, shows an' average of 85 to 90 per cent. of No. 1 hard, while
our own exporte of certainly as good grain do not show one-fifth of
that peroenuge.‘ In view of the difference in grading thus shown,

°




Ninth Annual Report Winnipey Board of Trade,

it is a great injustice to our farmers that the present standards
should be continued, and I would recommend to the Board that the
matter be again taken up, and, if possible, the principle conceded of
our own Boards estab\iehin%the';,:rades of ].\Innimlm wheat.

LOCAL INDUSTRIES.

In the matter of local industries [ feel it my duty to emphasize
the Report of your Council. The question of the utilization of the
flax fibre in the manufacture of twine is one of great importance:
Difficulties have been found in the way connected with the rank
growth, but it is to be hoped that these will be overcome and that
the large amount of money aunvally sent out of the country for this
article, and which duving the last year was, together with the
freights on same, not less than two hundred thousand dol'ars, will
yet be kept at home to enrich our own people.

The opening of pork packing and beef-canning factories, and the
building of elevators are matters of importance and should be
profitably undertaken here.

Thé manufacture of soap on such an extensive scale as to prevent
the import from other markets will yet no doubt be reached. 5

Hides, which now go out of the country to be returned to us ifi
the shape of leather, boots and shoes, harness, etc., should be tanned
and manufactured here with beneficial results to all concerned.

Building and wrapping papers will yet no doubt De profitably
manufactured in our midst, and the commencement of these enter-
prises will probably be the day when we succeed in obtaining that
healthy ‘competition in railway carriage which is so essential to the
success of every business, and which has such an assuring effect on
capitalist and settler alike.

THE DISALLOWANCE QUESTION.

The questions I have spoken of, and many others which occupied
the attention of your Board during the year just ending, have been
of great importance, but the one great overshadowing question has
undoubtedly been that of the disallowauce of Manitoba railway
charters by the Dominion (Government, and early in tha year I had
the honor of acting for you in the capacity of delegate to the
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Government at Ottawa, to press upon it the necessity of the dis-
continuance of the policy hitherto pursued by it in that respect, and
it was my duty, while acting with the other members of the delega-
tion, to lay before the Government the pernicious effects of the
monopoly which it had created and was sustaining in this Province.
To reiterate the statement of Sir John A. Macdonald on the floor of
the House when the C. P. R. resolutions were before that body,
‘““that we cannot check Manitoba,” or that of the Hon. Thomas
White, on the same occasion when he stated :

“There is nothing to prevent Manitoba now, if it thinks proper,
granting a charter from Winnipeg to the boundary line. This pro-
vision does not take away from Manitoba a single right it possesses.
*# * % % There is nothing to prevent the Province of Manitoba
from charteriug a railway from Winnipeg to the boundary to con-
nect with any other southern railway. The only guarantee which
this company bas under the contract is that the traffic shall not be
tapped far west on the prairie section, thus diverting the traftic
away from their line to a foreign line. But there is nothing to pre-
vent a railway being Built in Manitoba, within the Province, that
would carry the traffic to any railway that may take it from the
Anmerican side.”

Or that of Sir Oharles Tupper on the occasion of moving the reso-
lutions granting further aid to the Canadian Pacific Raiiway, viz :

“I am glad to be able to state to the House that such is the con-
fidence of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company in the power of
the Cunadian Pacific Railway to protect itself that when the line is

" constructed north of Lake Superior the Government feel it will no
longer be incumbent upon them to preserve the position they have
hitherto felt bound to preserve, that of refusing to consent to the
construction of lines within the Province of Manitoba, connecting
with American railways to the south.”

Or that of the Hon. the Minister of the Interior, in March last,
in reply to an address in this city, namely :

“ Your address refers to the quéstion of disallowance, and the
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elections which have recently occurred, and the discussions to which
they have given rise have added additional interest to this question.
As you are aware the contract with the C. P. R. iu no way interferes
with the right of the Legislature of Manitoba to grant charters
within the boundaries of the province as they existed at that time.
This was very clearly pointed out during the debates in Parliament,
when the contract with the syndicate and the charter to-the company
were granted.”

Or a hundred similar utterances of members of the cabinet; to
reiterate these, I say, could have no result, but it was to be hoped
that drawing the attention of the Government to the comparative
progress of our own country and that immediately to the south of
us; to the failure of the estimates of our progress made time and
again by members of the cabinet; to the unjust action of the Cana-
dian Pacific Raiiway Company in the arrangement of thewr freight
tariffs, whereby the settlers in this new country, instead of being en-
couraged and assisted, were charged from three to four times as much
as that corporation carried the same articles for a similar distance in
the east. And the strong feeling prevailing among our people here
that 'a radical change would have to be made if the country was to
be prosperous, as it ought, and as the ministers had expressed them-
selves as believing it would, that the Government might be induced
to change a policy which had proved only baneful and injurious in
its effects. The matter was simply one of policy, as the delegation
was plainly told by the Hon. the Minister of Justice, who said :

“ There is no legal or constitutional reason to prevent the Province
chartering railways that may connect with Awmerican lines from the
south, meeting them at the boundary ; it is a question simply of the
Government's trade policy.

The same statement, in other words, was made by the Montreal

Glazette, the personal organ of the Hon. the Minister of the Interior,
as follows : .

“The qfwstion of disallowance of railway charters within the old
" boundaries of Manitoba is a question of policy, and in no way either
a legal or moral obligation.”
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And this has never been denied or taken in question by any mem-
ber of the Government. The delegation also had the benefit of the
language used by the Hon. the Minister of the Interior, while in this
country, on the effect of a change of policy, viz.:

“There will be trade enough in Manitoba and the Northwest to
afford profitable results for both the Canadian Pacific and Grand
Trunk railways if the latter should find entrance here; and it would
be no small advantige to the country as a whole to have the large
interests connected with these two great corporations enlisted in the
work of developing the great west, instead of—as there is too much
reason to fear has been the case in the past—as to one of them, de-
voted rather to the prevention of that development.”

But, as you are aware, the result was unsatisfactory. The leader
Of the Giovernment professed to throw the responsibility on Parlia-
ment,while at the same time dictating to the majority of that body
what their course should be. Since then there has been plenty of
time in which to consider the argument used and facts adduced pro
and con, and so far as all that has been said or written on behalf of
your Board is concerned, it can only be emphasized and added to ;
there is nothing to retract.

The policy of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company hu not
changed; it continues to favor the east at the expense of the west.
Its policy is opposed to any distributing centres west of the great
lakes. Its rates, to, from, and in, this country, are exorbitant,
and as has been shown very clearly by your Board, out of all propor-
tion to those charged for the same service elsewhere, and at the pres.
ent time another illustration i given of this fact by the rates over
the new Mault Ste. Marie route, which are, on merchandise from
Minneapolis to Boston, a distance of about 1,425 miles, less than one-
half of those charged from here to Montreal, an equal distance; while
ou wheat or its product 25¢c. per 100 lbs. is charged, and from here
to Montreal 46 cents, or a difference*in favor of the Awmerican pro-
ducer of over'12} cents per bushel of wheat. And this in spite of
the fact that from Minneapolis to the main line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and from Montreal to Boston the lines are built
with private capital, and consequently interést has to be provided




Ninth Aunual Report Winnipey Board of T'rade. 17

for, as well as the cost of three separate managements to pay. While
in the other case 'the road is under but one management, and was
built mainly with the money of the Canadian people and with a view
of developing Canadian territury, and has that only as a reason for
its existence. It is almost incredible that such a suicidal policy
should be continued, but such is the position.

"The only remedy for this state of afairs is the establishment of
competition to this point and through ths whole fertile belt, and the
adoption at the earliest possible moment of a policy of free trade in
railways. In connection with this' matter allow me to call your

attention to Mr. Van Horne’s evidence, given before the Railway
Oommission, as follows :

“I believe in a general railway law, under which a railway com-
pany may be organized as readily and freely as any other joint stock
company. Perfect freedom in the making of railways could not
injure the public, and the result of the general railway laws in the
United States has shown that this freedom seldom, if ever, injures
the older lines. Each new railway in a new country quickly makes
a business for itself and something for the others. Ia Illinois, Iowa,
Minnesota and in most of the states where railway building bas been
longest free, much the greater part of the railway mileage earns
regular dividends, It is an old world fallacy that railways should
be protected against the building of new lines. New railways give
an impetus to the development of the country, and the old lines gain
more than lose. The Canadian Pacific lines to Ontario have not
injured and will not injure the Grand Trunk. I am convinced
that the Graad Trunk has only suffered from these lines in peace of
mind and not in ear(nings.”

That this is the true policy is undoubted. .That Mr. Van Horne,
on the occasion mentioned, spoke his true conviction, is without
doubt, and this country can never prosper as it should, or increase
at the same ratio as our neighbors to the south—with the same and
certainly no better climate—are inereasing, until the policy of free
railroads becomes a fact. Nor does there seem to be any good
reason why-a person or a corporation should not be allowed to spend
his or its money in the construction of a railway as freely as in the
building of a steamboat, or the going into any other enterprise,
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which, in the opinion of the promoters, will yield adequate results,
That competition is the life of trade is as true of railroads as of any
other branch of business.

The present position of our country is not satisfactory ; the popu-
lation gathered in our cities and towns is out of all reasonable pro-

portion to that of the farming community. It wag hoped that this

discrepancy would be quickly reduced by the incoming settlers from
the older provinces'and from Europe, but such has not been the case
to anything like the extent we had reason to hope for.

Our natural advantages are great, but the u\version of the intend-
ing settler and capitalist alike to a country supplied by only one
corporation with the means of import for their merchandise, or out-
let for their produce, is naturally great, and this aversion could only
be overcome, if at all, by the most liberal policy on the part of the
Canadian Pacific Railway management. - It is needless to say that
that liberality has never been shown in this country, and the conse-
quence is that the territory of Dakota, immediately to the south of
us, contains tens of thousands of hardy settlers from the older pro-
vinces of Canada who should be among us, and the tide of immigra.
tion to that territory has increased until in the single year of 1886,
it amounted to nearly, if not quite as much, as the entire population
of Manitoba.

"The adoption of the policy T have spbken of, the ceasing of that of
obstruction by the Canadian Pacitic Railway to the building of other
roads, and the adoption by that corporation of the same vigorous en-
lightened policy which they carry out when catering for the American
trade, orfortrade wherever competition exists, would, I am convinced,
have an almost magical effect upon the development and prosperity
of the country. Capital would come in and develop our towns and
cities, manufactures and other enterprises such as I have before
spoken of, and many not enumerated, would be established, and all
would feel the impulse:}/msw\l/if.( Our settlers would once more
be contented and prosperous ; each one an active emigration agant,
inducing his friends and relatives to join him in his [ rosperity,
and all would gain by the change.

On the other hand the present state of affairs cannot continue,
No words of mine are needed to add strength to the facts published
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by your Board on these matters, or to the report of the committee
on grain movements now in your hands.

The whole country is paralyzed by the present state of affairs.
The value of the farmer’s produce is lessened by the difficulties in
the way of disposing of it as well as by the excessive rates of trans-
portation charged. And in consequence it is safe to say the farmer
does not get more than four-fifths of what he is entitled to as the

fair value of his crop.

The statement of the Canadian Pacific Railway Superintendent,
Mr. Whyte, that the crop of last year was four times that of the pre.
vious one, is no doubt correct, and as that company found so much
difficulty in carrying out the comparatively small quantity of the year
previous—more than once having been compelled to stop carrying
beyond Port Arthur—the present blockade and.stagnation are but
natural. The experience of the two segsons has shown that it is
physically impossible for the Canadian Pacific Railway to carry out
the crop in this country in anything like a reasonable time, over
their present route.

Should the Dominion Government attempt to continue the tyrani-
cally restrictive policy hitherto adopted, it is a question for the
authorities at Ottawa to consider how long—while hundreds and
thousands of our fellow Canadians are scattered over the country to
the south of us prosperous and contented ; while many others from
this side are continually joining them, and while the 1,200 miles of
rock and morass between here and Pembroke has left little but
sentiment to unite us to the east—how long that sentiment is likely
to prevail against many material interests and the feelings of
exasperation so rapidly growing here. The situation is a serious
one, and it certainly seems the part of wisdom for the Dominion to
withdraw from the untenable position now held by them and allow
the Province to grant such relief as our people, through their rep-
resentatives, may deem necessary.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Your Board has been able to accomplish much during the past,
and while members have one and all, us is usual in & new country,
been fully occupied with their own affairs, they have still found
time to devote to the work of the Board.
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Your numbers have increased because your inﬁue.l,me has been felt,
and I view it as a watter of importanco that your President and
Council should be selected with care, and in view of this I think a
provision by which nominations are received one week prior to the
election would be an advantage, as thereby no good man would be
overlooked in marking your ballots simply for the reason that he
was not before you at the moment.

I also think it would be advisable that you should continue the
committee on constitution, or appoint & new one, so that your by-
laws may be consolidated and put in the most workable shape
possible. One change that I think advisable, would be the more
frequent mectings of the Board, and the transaction by it of much
of the business that has hitherto been left to the Council. ;

Trusting that the coming year may see a favorable settlemeat of
the burning question of thd day, and the establishment of that cow-
petition in railway carriage which we now lack and which is found
throughout the continent a necessary factor in the growth of any

1 place of importance.

.J. H. ASHDOWN,
President.
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Your Council have pleasure in présenting this their Ninth
Annual Report.

Twenty meetings of the Council and seven of the Board
were held, with about forty meetings of Committees, so that
your Council can assure the Board that great activity has been
shown in carrying out the objects for which the body was
organized. :

On every occasion offering, your Council has announced
that it is a fixed principle of this Board to do all in its power
to advance the interests of the farmers, recognizing that the
commercial interests of Winnipeg are wrapped up with those
of the agricultural community.

DISALLOWANCE.

Your Council will not attempt, in their report, to enter into
a full description of the steps taken by the Board generally
on the question of the disallowance, by the Dominion Govern-
-ment, of our local railway charters. Several pamphlets have
been issued by this Board which cover the matter very fully,
and a mere reference to the Council’s action in the premises
will suffice at this time.
In April, a tequest was made to your Council to nominate a
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delegate, to act with a joint deputation appointed by the City
Council and the Liberal 'Conservative Anti-Disallowance
League, to proceed to Ottawa to endeavor to induce the
Dominion Government to allow the charters for railways

reaching to the International Boundary Line, granted by the
Legislature of Manitoba, to stand.

The President was appointed by your Council to act as
delegate. He proceeded to Ottawa, and on his return made a
full report of the action taken by the deputation. His report
was adopted by a unanimous vote.

In July, owing to the many misstatements made by
interested parties both in this and the eastern provinces, that
the freight and passenger rates in force in the Northwest on
the Canadian Pacific Railway were fair and not excessive,
your Council caused a pamphlet to be prepared, which, under
the title of “ Plain facts regarding the disallowance of Manito-
ba Railway Charters,” clearly exposed the injustice and wrong
done to the people of the Northwest by the exorbitant charges
made by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. Tables of
rates were given, and the tariffs quoted from referred to. The
correctness of the statements advanced in this pamphlet was
uncontrovertible and has never been seriously challenged or
contradicted. Ten thousand of these pamphlets were rapidly
circulated in Manitoba, the Territories, the Eastern Provinces
and Great Britain, and the issue caused a clearer understand-
ing of our true position to be arrived at by thousands of people,
who before had seen only the misstatements promulgated by
that portion of the press in the Dominion interested in
supporting the Canadian Pacific Railway.

In August, Mr. Van Horne, the vice-president of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, after a visit to Manitoba,
made publicly gross attacks on members of this Board, in re-
gard to thew position on disallowance, and also as to the
object this Board had in view in agitating for the cessation of
the disallowance policy of local railway charters. Your
Council immediately replied to Mr. Van Horne's misstate-
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ments, and, as on former occasions, took care to publish the
fact that the people of Manitoba were only desirous of getting
roads to the International Boundary to meet connections that
would give lower freight rates to the eastern provinces, so that
greater purchases might be made there, and a closer business
connection established. A circular letter on this subject, which
was mailed to the principal newspapers of Canada, was widely
read and commented on—especially that portion drawing
attention to the fact, that under the high customs tariff now
in foree, it would be impossible for us to import most lines of
goods from the United States, ev en if they were mnlml free
of freight charges.

About the first of October your Council were called upon to
answer an open letter addressed by Sir George Stephen,
president of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, to the
shareholders of that Company. Many of his statements were
so utterly devoid of fact and so many misquotations from the
terms of ‘the Canadign Pacific Railway contract were made,
that your Council had no difficulty in preparing an answer that
was so conclusive, that the eastern press, with the exception
of a few papers, acknowledged the justness of our contention.
Four thousand copies of this pamphlet were printed by the
Manitoba Anti-Disallowance Association, the Board of Trade
of Brandon joining with our Board in publishing it over their
names, an answer of itself to the untrue statements made by
wire pullers, that the agitation was confined to Winnipeg.
Copies of these pamphlets were mailed to all the Shareholders
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company.

VACANCIES.

A fortnight after the annual meeting, Lieut.-Colonel Mac-
keand, a member of your Council, died suddenly. The Board
attended the funeral as a body, in token of their respect for
the deceased. At a subsequent meeting, Mr. F. B. Ross was

elected ta fill the vacancy in the Council, caused by the death
of Lieut.-Colonel Mackeand.
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In December, Mr. D. F. Reid, a member of this Board, died
suddenly at his home in Selkirk, whence he had removed from
this city.

BOARD OF GRAIN EXAMINERS.

In July the Board of Grain Examiners presented to the
Board their regular yearly report, which your Council
recommend should be published as an appendix to this report.
In September the Grain Examiners procured samples from all
parts of the Province, after considerable difficulty, owing to the
fact that with such an enormous yield of all grains it was
well nigh impossible to get threshing done in that month. As
provided for in the Inspection Act, a deputation of three of
the Examiners proceeded to Toronto and assisted in selecting
samples to serve as standards for the season’s crop. A full
set of standard samples are on fyle in the Secretary’s office,
for use in the case of hoards of arbitration being called for.

Prof. Saunders, Superintendent of the Experimental Farm
for the Dominion, has forwardéd to this Board samples of
early ripening hard wheats, and asked for the opinion of the
Board as to their values as compared with that of red fyfe.

The matter has been referred to the Board of Grain Examin-
ers for their report.

HIDE AND LEATHER COMMITTEE.
The Hide and Leather Q)mmi?ve’é presented their Annual
R n

Report in Juiy, with the r¢turns nade by Hide Inspector, who
made suggestions regarding._the distribution of information
respecting the requirements of the Inspection Act. As ordered
by the Board, the Committee prepared a circular addressed to
country dealers, butchers and farmers, explaining the necessity
of greater care being taken in the marketing of hides, as well
as in the skinning of animals. This circular, to the extent of
1,000 copies, was distributed throughout the Province, and
judging from the favorable comments made by the provincial
press, and the fact that many papers have reproduced it more
than once, your Council consider that the outlay was amply
repaid.
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THE GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL FARM.

Immediately after the last Annual Meeting of the Board your
Council was called upon to take steps to seeure, if possible, the
locating of the Experimental Farm, which the Dominion Govern-
ment proposed to establish in Manitoba, in the vicinity of Winnipeg.
A large comniittee was appointed to act jointly with one from the
City Council. Information was secured regarding several eligible
sites in the immediate neighborhood of the city, which might be
purchased at, in each instance, a very moderate cost. A deputation
waited on the Hon. Thomas White, Minister of the Interior, who
was in Winnipeg in March on a visit, to press upon him the advan-
tages of this locality as a site for the farm. A strong memorial was
prepared and forwarded to the Minister of Agriculture, and copies
of it to the senators and representatives of Manitoba in the House
of Commons The position of this city as a railroad, educational,
commercial and agricultural centre was pointed out to the Minister,

and after the visit of Prof. Saunders, Director of the Experimental
Farm Department, when he consulted with the committee, and was
accompanied by its members to different suitable sites close to the
city, your Council have every confidence that the proposed Experi-
mental Farm will be located in the immediate vicinity of Winnipeg.
MThis committee held six meetings, all of which were largely
attended.

THE DRAINAGE OF LANDS.

Your Council appointed a committee to collect all the information
possible regarding the extent to which the lands, within a radius of
twenty miles of this city, might be most thoroughly drained by a
comprehensive and economical system. The committee waited
on the Hon, Dr. Wilson, Minister of Public Works for Manitoba,
and conferred with him on this subject. It was determined by the
committee that the first thing requisite was the preparation of a
topographical map of the district, which would show in detail the
altitudes and natural water-ways of the area. An estimate was
made by the City Engineer of the cost of a topographival survey
and the preparation of a suitable map of the lands situated within
twenty miles of the city, the amount estimated being about $7,000.

The committee was to have again waited on the Hon. Dr.
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Harrison, but, the agitation in political matters rendered the attempt
useless.  Your Council leave to their successors the further investi-
gation into this matter, which is of extreme importance to the city.

COLONIZATION AND IMMIGRATION.

A strong standing cominittee was appointed by your Council from
amongst the members of the Board to act wich a similar body
appointed by the City Council, to take up the matter of devising the
best means available for attracting the attention of settlers to the
vacant lands in the vicinity of the city. After application, the
Oity Council provided the sum of $500 to be expended in carrying
out the object aimed at. Under the direction of the committee a
brief description of the character of the lands within a radius of
twenty miles of the city, with a statement of the advantages offered
to settlers by the Winnipeg markets, was 1ssued, and under an
arrangement with the Minister of Agriculture, distributed in
Ontario, to the extent of 12,000 copies. Tt is satisfactory to know
that many inquiries have been made regarding our Jands, in conse-
quence. Attention may be drawn to the fact that during the past
summer a considerable quantity of the lands in this vicinity has
been settled on ; and the abundant harvest, marketed at the highest
provincial prices, will, without doubt, induce many farmers to secure
these lands at the low prices for which they are now offered. The
Committee will submit a report to this meeting.

GRAIN ESTIMATES.

Your Council, in September, collected data regarding the yield in
various grains throughout the Province, and from the mformatlon
secured, prepared an estimate of the quantities of each d
available for export.  While exercising great care in compiling the
figures, it was considered advisable to rather understate the totals,
so that no imputativn might be made of an attempt to boom the
country on unreliable figures. It is satisfactory therefore to know
that every indication at present confirms the estimates made by
your Couticil of a grain yield per acre, that is probably without
a parallel in any country on the globe. The estimate as published
was widely circulated in Oanada, the United States and Burope,
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with the result that much attention has been drawn to Manitoba
as a grain producing province. Wherever commented upon, the
figures given have been accepted as trustworthy, and your Council
suggest that steps be taken each year to obtain the necessary infor-
mation required to issue an timate of the t of grain produced
in the Provinece.

GRAIN STANDARDS.

In December a report was received from the Doard of Grain
Examiners concerning changes that were required in the Inspection
Act of 1886, covering the legal standards for Manitoba hard wheats.
Much discussion on the subject of our grain standards had taken
place in the columns of the city and country newspapers, the con-
census of opinion being, that they were too high, and placed ghe
grain producers of Manitoba at a disadvantage, as the standards of
Minnesota and Dakota do not necéssitate the fixing of grades &t the
same altitude as in Oanada. ‘fhe Board of Grain Examiners recom-
mended that your Council should memorialize the Minister of Tnland
Revenue to endeavor to secure a reduction of the percentuges of Red
Fyfe Wheat called for in the Extra Manitoba Hard, and Nos. 1 and
2 Manitoba Hard grades, and also to establish a new grade to be
known as “Manitoba Hard White Fyfe” wheat, which 'was not
provided for in the Inspection Act of 1886. After fully considering
the question, the Council adopted the report and recommendations
and forwarded to Ottawa a memorial embodying the proposed
changes, as asked for. The memorial was, in all ite essential points,
at once acted upon by the Minister of Inlghd Revenue, and by an
Order-in-Council, dated 22nd December, IBE;, the following grades
were gazetted :—

SPRING WHEAT.

Extra Manitoba Hard Wheat shall be sound and well cleaned,
weighing not less than 62 pounds to the bushel, and shall. be.com-
posed of not less than 85 per cent. of Red Fife Wheat grown in
Manigoba or the North-West Territories of Canada. -

No. 1 Manitoba Hard Wheat shall be sound and well clunod,
weighing not less than 60 pounds to the bushel, and " shall be com-
posed of at least two-thirds (§) of Red Fife Wheat: gmvninllni- :

_ toha or the North:West Territories of Canada.

.
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No. 2. Manitoba Hard Wheat shall be sound and reasonably
cleaned, weighing not less than 58 pounds to the bushel, and shall
be composed of at least two-thirds of Red Fife Wheat grown in
Manitoba or the North-West Territories of Canada.

No. 1 Hard White Fife Wheat shall be sound and well cleanad,
_ weighing not less than 60 pounds to the bushel, and shall be com-
posed of not less than three-fourths of Hard White Fife Wheat
grown in Manitoba or the North-West Territories of Oanada.

GRADES.

Immediately after the appearance of the Ofticial Gazette, the
Boards of Trade in Toronto and Montreal appointed deputations to
wait on the Dominion Government with strong protests against the
carrying into effect, at once, of thé provisions of the amended act,
The%esult was that another Order-in-Council was issued, bearing
date of 4th January, 1888, cancélling that of 22nd December, 1887,
thus leaving our standards as they were. There is no doubt
but that a certain amount of confusion would have resulted to
exporters who have placed their samples and sold from them, but it
certainly is a great pity that through the grades in force being
extremely high the export figures will show a comparatively small
amount of No. 1 Hard Wheat as going out of the country this year,
the bulk of the crop ranging but very little below the standard for
No. 1 Hard, which contains not less than 85 per cent. of pure
Red Fife Wheat.

Your Council are of the ppinion that a strong protest should be
made by this Board against the principle that Eastern Boards of
‘Trade, or other organizations, shall determine on and decide on the
standards of wheats grown only in Manitoba and the Northwest
Territories ; and that the Dowminion Government after, at the
request of this Board, gazetting changes in the standards for Mani-
toba wheat, should cancel those changes at the request of the
Boards of Trade of Toronto and Moutreal, without even consulting
this Board.

GRAIN MOVEMENT.

Your Council opened up a correspondence with business men at
most of the principal grain shipping points in the prewince, with the
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object of securing from them authentic information of the move-
ment of grain and the facilities offered by the railroads to handle
the business. In most cases returns have been received and a fair
understanding of the car supply rendered has been kept up.

The returns of the Grain Inspector show the amount of wheat and
other grain inspected at this point, where the 0. P. R. require that
all grain shipped “all rail” to the east should Jbe inspected, but
as practically all of the wheat shipped 'during the season of open
navigation ou the great lakes passes Winnipeg without inspection,
the Winnipeg Inspector’s returns give no indication of the total ex-
ports. On account of the re-inspection of a small quantity of
wheat inspected here, on its arrival at Port Arthur, no total of the
complete returns of the two inspectors will represent the actual ex-
ports, a state of affairs which is very unsatisfactory. The Canadian
Pacific Railway tonnage returns would supply all the information
required but access to these is denied by the railway authorities.

CUSTOMS MATTERS

Your Council have to express their thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel
Scott, Collector of Customs, for the prompt assistance he has given
to your Oouncil, in supplying customs statistics and information on
several occasions.

A memorial was addressed by the Council to the Minister of
Customs on the matter of discrimination in the extension of time
to importers in British Columbia, in which to make entries of duti-
able goods ““in transit ” when the duties were increased. An explan-
ation was made to your Council that the discrimination applied
only' to goods “in transit,” via Cape Horn, to British Columbia.

The question of the duty charged on certain descriptions of fish-
ing twine also occupied the attention of yovr Council.

A committee was appointed by your Council to enquire into the
question of the refusal of the Canadian customs authorities to grant
certificates which would permit of the shipping of Manitoba grain
in bond through the United States via the Northern Pacific Rail-
way from. Pembina. This matter is now being investigated.
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COMMERCIAL UNION.

An invitation was extended to the Hon. Mr. Butterworth and
Erastus Wiman, Esq., to address a public meeting on this subject,
which was accepted by both gentlemen, but unfortunately, circum-
stances have since prevented them from visiting the Province. No
action has been taken by this Board to place on record any endorsa--
tion or rejection of the Commercial Union movement, which has
been the cause of much discussion in the Eastern Provinces, and
especially with Boards of Trade. Mr. Goldwin Smith addressed a
public meeting in the city on the subject, which was well attended.

POSTAL MATTERS.

In February last, many complaings were made to the Board con-
cerning the unsatisfactory state of the mail service, between Winni-
peg and the points on the main line of the- Canadian Pacific Rail-
way westward, on Wednesday and Thursday of each week, there
being no mails despatched to the west on Wednesdays and none
coming east on Thursdays. Your Council took immediate action
and appointed a committee to wait on the Post Office Inspector.
After consultation with him, a wemorial was prepared and forward-
ed to the Postmaster General, which represented the serious incon-
veni to the busi o ity caused by the existing arrange-
ments, and asked that the local passneger trains should carry mails
on days when no through trains ran. No notice was taken by the
Post Office Department of this memorial, the receipt even not being
acknowledged, but in the month of August the Hon. Mr. McLellan,
Postmaster General, visited the city, and was waited on by a com-
mittee appointed by the Board to again take up the matter. The
result of the visit of this deputation was, that an order was issued
to send mails on the local trains between Winnipeg and Brandon on
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

A petition was received from Glenboro asking the Council to use
its influence in securing, for points along the Manitoba South-
western Railway, the privileges of a mail serVice on each day that
ati express train ran on that line.  The Post Office authorities were
communicated with, but so far no change has been made in the
service.
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FIREWOOD SUPPLY.

In December last a deputation of the dealers in firewood of this
city waited on your Oouncil, and asked its assistance in procuring
from the Canadian Pacific Railway some relief from the opera-
tion of an order, issued by the company, denying to fire wood ship-
pers; at points on the main line east of Selkirk, the privilege of
loading' cars between stations, The.deputation represented that as
the privileges of cutting wood on government lands were only let
for a period of one year, shippers could not afford to put in side
tracks at their own expense for a year's trade, and under the new
order issued by the railway company, shippers in cars would have
to haul wood six miles for shipment. Your Council appointed a
committee to wait on the railway company, with the result that an
amicable arrangement was made, by which shippers will be enabled
to load cars at convenient points. This matter was an important
one, as it was estimated that under the order, firewood would cost,
laid down in the city, fully one dollar per cord more than at the
present.

OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES.

In June, it came to the knowledge of members of the Council that
the Provincial Government intended to appeint an official assignee,
and to make some changes in the Act regulating the mode in which
assignments were made. [Fully recognizing the importance such a
change would have to the mercantile community, your Council after

idering the proposed changes in the Act, appointed a deputa-

tion to wait on the Attorney-General. The deputation placed their
views before the Government and secured certain modifications
which made the provisions of the Act less objectionable. .As the
proposed amendment stood, it was compulsory on the part of persons
assigning, to do so to an Official Assignee appointed by the Provin-
cial Governwent. The deputation had this changed so that an as-
signment might be made either to the assignee, or to a person chosen
at a meeting of the creditors of the estate, but disallowing the priv-
ilege of an assignor placing his estate in the hands of any person of
his own choice outside of the above tioned. A provision was
also secured that the Offizial Assignee should not incur but a very
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small preliminary expense before a meeting of the creditors was
held.

LOCAL INDUSTRIES.

A Standing Committee on Industries, appointed by your Council,
has held several meetings, and consulted with a number of persons
desirous of acquiring information in relation to manufacturing and
other industries. Numerous letters have been received during the
year irom persons desirous of ascertaining the feasibility of establish-
ing works for the manufacture of implements, flax-twines, leather,
otc., all of which have received attention, and information has been
returned. We would suggest that every opportunity be seized for
making known the natural resources of this country in minerals,
timber, fish and agricultural prodyctions. The manufacture of the
flax straw, which now is destroyed, offers a field for investors; as
does the development of the coal beds of the west; the immense
deposits of rich iron ore at Lake Winnipeg ; the salt and petroleum
deposits near Lake Winnipegoosis ; the building stone and lime
materials, which, in unlimited quantities, are within easy reach. of
the city ; the brick clays ; the straw for paper making; poplar for
wood pulp, &e., &c. Little effort has yet been made to draw atten-
tion to the value of our luke fisheries, though the whitefish
from Lake Winnipeg are shipped toall the Western Amel}'cnn
cities, as far distant as Kansas Oity. Through a lack of apprecia-
tion of the immense area of Lakes Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Winni-
pegoosis, (over 13,000 square miles), where tisheries are at present
established, an attempt has been made to prevent the exportation
of fish. Considering the fact that a large amount of capital has
been invested in the tugs, fishing plant, etc., and that the exporta-
tion of whitefish ouly averages about one pound weight to every ten
acres in the three lakes named, while a capable Inspecton: superin-
tends and enforces the fishing regulations, it is to be hoped that
common sense will be exercised if any changes are contemplated.
In addition to the above three lakes, we have, in the Northwest,
not less than 40,000 square miles of lake surface, affording an
abundant fish supply, which has not yet been drawn on, save by the
Indians and fur traders.
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WINNIPEG GRAIN AND PRODUCE EXCHANGE.

An event of great importance to the trade interests of the city,
was the organization, in November, of the Winnipeg Grain and
"Produce Exchange, which body has for its object the centralization
of the grain business, and the establishing of regular rules and me-
thods for conducting the trade. With a membership of fifty, and an
open Change daily, the business already transacted gives every in-
dication that the time was ripe for the establishment of such an
institution. It is probable that at an early date a request will be
made for an amal tion of the Exchange with this Board, as has
been the case in Montreal and Toronto. It is significant that mem-
bers of the largest grain shipping firms in Canada have openly
stated on Change, that it is recognized, that after one or two crops
like that of last year, the Winnipeg Exchange will rank as first in
importance in the Dominion. Grain dealers throughout the Pro-
vince, as well as from Montreal and Toronto, are sending in their
application for membership.

IMPROVEMENT OF WATERWAYS.

The importance of improving the natural waterways of the North-
west, and of connecting them by short canals, has been recognized
for years past, but the settling up of the country, and the excessive
freight rates imposed on the public by ‘the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, has lately brought the matter into greater prominence. In
conjunction with the City Council, your Council, last month, ap-
pointed several members of the Board to act on a joint committee to
cbtain all the available data regarding the extent and character of
the improvements required to connect the waters of the Red and
Assiniboine rivers with Lakes Manitoba and Winnipegoosis, und
through to the Great Saskatchewan, and also as to the probable
cost of the work. Another object of inquiry will be the possibility
of securing, by a system of dams in the Assiniboine river, sufficient
power to run mills and other manufacturing establishments in the
cit;

”]'.‘he joint committee has organized, and a deputation waited on
the Oity Counoil, with the result that a vote of 82 000 has been

passed by that body to survey the Asnmbomo river. Work has
already been started.
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REVISION OF CONSTITUTION.

In December the Board appointed a committee to review the
constitution and by-laws governing the Board. Owing to'the delay
in obtaining from the Secretary of State’s joffice copies of the docu-
ments relating to the. registration of the Board under the General
Act of the Dominion, the committee has found it impossible to
present to the Aunnual Meeting a draft of the proposed revised
constitution and by-laws, but will be prepared to report at an early
date.

Your Council wish to express their pleasure at the immediate
response made by the City Council when requested to apppint com-
mittees to act jointly with similar bodies from this Board.

The Treasurer’s report has already been placed in your hands and
those of the President and Secretary will berpresented with this.

The new Board room, with its central position and comfortable
adjuncts, has been regularly used as an office by the Secretary, as
well as for the holding of Board, Council and committee meetings.
The beginning of a fair statistical and commercial library has been
collected by the Secretary without cost to the Board. Four hundred
and seventy volumes of reports, many maps, papers, etc., are on the
shelves, and have been of great service in the compiling of statistical
letters and reports.

The number of applications made to the Board, both by letter and
in pe.son, for information regardiyg the country, its mercantile
interests and natural resources, has been very large. Strangers visit-
ing the city frequent the Board rooms for such information.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. H. ASHDOWN,
President.

CHAS. N. BELL,
Secretary.




SECRETARY’S REPORT.

To the President and Members Winnipeg Board of Trade’

GENTLEMEN,—I have pleasure as Secretary in submitting a short
report on the work performed in my office last year.

Seven meetings of the Board, twenty of the Council and over forty
of committees were held during the year, in addition to a larg®

amber of sub- ittee meetings. The calling together of these
bodies necessitated the issuing of 1,900 notices,

Over 300 statistical and general letters were mailed, some of
which required days of steady work to compile the information
given.

Over 50Q letters were received and fyled, many of these being
from correspondents in ‘Europe, the United States and: Eastern
Canada, seeking information regarding the natural resources, and
mercantile and manufacturing interests of Manitoba
unswers to circulars seat out from my office.

The large number of 26,000 pamphlets, issued over the name of .
this board on Disallowance and Winnipeg’s Vacant Lands, were d(-\ s

Others were

tributed at the cost of much labor and time.

Oirculars on the subjects of hide inspection, car shortage,
egtimates, grain movement, disallowance, etc., to the number of
3,000, were mailed, the trouble of procuring the addresses of per-
sons interested in these subjects necessitating much labor,

The difficulty of obtaining access to data relating to the resources
of ﬂns country llld to statistical records, such as are constantly

d in titi 1als, etc., on matters affecting
t.he Province, hu long been experienced by members of this board.
During the year I have donsted, or collected without cost to the
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board, 370 volumes of Oanadian and United States Government
reports of value, with 109 volumes of annual reports of boards of
trade in Canada and the United States, which are full of valuable
statistics for business men. Most valuable maps to the nuwber of
73 have also been procured from many sources without cost to the
board. The list of pamphlets, daily, weekly and monthly news-
papers, trade journals, official gazettes, weekly prices current, etc.,
regularly received, is a considerable one.

A large number of persons have visited the board room in quest
of information. Strangers hdve been supplied with literature,
reports, etc., kept on hand for the purpose.

I have been present at every meeting held in the board room and
have also acted as secretary for all joint committees of this Board
and the City Council.

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining a perfect return of the amount
of business in wholesale, retail, and manufacturing, transacted in this
city during the year 1887, and to the objectionable features con-
nezted with the approximating of the amount of business, I have
not at present attempted to make a report of statistics in that direc-
tion, though a great mass of data has been collected, which will be
tabulated for presentation at an early date.

I have compiled tables of statistics regarding customs returns,
export of fish, etc., which have Leen frequently asked for during
the year. \

Though there were two deaths and fifteen members of the board
vacated their seats by default in dues or by leaving the Province,
the membership, through the addition of new entries, stands with
three more than last year, viz., 151 paid up members.

The Secretary’s office has been open each business day.

CHAS. N, BELL,

Secretary.




TREASURER’S REPORT.

RECEIPTS.

By cash on hand
‘¢ entrance fees and subscriptions
‘“ interest on bank accounts 10 98

$2,109 16
DISBURSEMENTS.

To address to J. M. Egan ... ....... : $ 47 00
n Secretary’ssalary .................. .. 900 00
w expenses of delegates to Ottawa, re *‘Dis-
allowance”. . .. OB | s 180 00
James E. Steen, printing account U, 242 10
postage, advertising meetings, etc. ; 177 77
telephone subscription ;
furniture
rent to 31st Dec., 1887
collecting grain samples in 1885

Balance in bank ..

$2,109 16

FRED. W. STOBART,

Hon, Treasurer,

Audited and fourd correct, G, F. Gaur,

JonN Gavr,




HipE AND LEATHER EXAMINERS.

To the President and Members of the Winnipey Board of T'rade :

Your Committee of Hide und Leather Examiners present here-
with their Second Annual Report, :

The calls on your Committee during the past year have been but
few, the Inspection Act working smoothly and giving satisfaction.
The Inspector, Mr. W, J. Bird, has performed his duties in a manner
that amply demonstrates his fitness for the position.

The Inspector reports that the quality of the hides and calfskins
marketed by the city butchers has greatly illiproved. On the con-
trary, the hides and calfskins reaching here through country dealers
are very inferior, chiefly owing to mutilation of the hides. If the
country dealers only fully recognized that all shipments made by
them are inspected by the Official Inspector and payments are based
entirely on his certificates, they would impress on farmers and
country butchers the necessity for more care in skinning., Itisa
common case to find ten per eent. of damage to the hides, which the
Inspector grades accordingly, and the shipper is the loser on weight
and freight charges. Some country shippers seem to be unaware of
the fact that men in the trede here purchase on the Inspector’s
certificates.  Still, on the whole, very encouraging progress has been
made through the efforts of the Inspector.

Your Committee are pleased to report that no appeals have been
made from the Inspector’s grading.

¥, OSSENERUGGE, Clairman,
OHAS. N. BELL, Secretary.

Hipes INsprcTED 1887, WiNNipEG.—No, 1, 8,128 ; No. 2, 6,535 ;
No. 3, 676 ; total, 15,339 ; fees collected by Inspector, $766,95,




GrAIN EXAMINERS.

To the President and Members Winnipey Board of Trade :

Your Grain Committee present herewith their Second Annual
Report.

After organizing, the first matter to receive the attention of the
Committee was the collection of samples of grain from which to select
grading standards for use during the year. This they attended to
and, in compliance with the provisions of the inspection law, sent
three members of the Committee to Toronto in September last, who,
with delegates from other Boards of Trade in the Dominion, selected
the grain standards to regulate the inspection for the year. A full
set of these standards have since been on fyle 'in the Board room,
and your Committee recommend that a suitable case be procured for
the eafe keeping of these standards, so as to enable the Secretary to
act as sole custodian, and be prepared, if required, to ertify to their
identity.

Your Committee desire to express their entire satisfaction with
the workifig of the Inspection Act and of the services rendered by
the Deputy Inspector, Mr. Horne, in the absence of the Inspector
during the eatire year.

The grain’crop of 1886 being so equal in excellence, the stan-
dards selected 'were more readily determined on at Torento, and
while being high enough, were selected with a view 8 taking in the
largest quantity possible of the season’s crop. The regult will be
seen by the following figures. Taking the wheat inspectethat Win-
nipeg the percentages were as follows :—No. 1 Hard, 61 pen cent. ;
No. 2 Hard, 9 per cent. ; No. 1 Northern, 16 per cent. ; Nos.\2 and
3 Northern, 4 per cent. ; Nos. 1 and 2 Spring, 5 per cent. ; rejected
5 per cent.
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The movement of thc"hcut inspected at Winnipeg for the several
months was as follows :
1886,

U e mnss mbels comptbrdision = — 118 cars.
AMBUEL L vion 35 50 st o mms i e, 0050 19
September
October ... ... ...
November
December _ _ .

1887.
January .. cars.
Februavy. ... ... . ... - "
11 75 T S L SIS NS .. (G
7. 1] | [, "
| S R "
June .. "
2004 cars.
Seed Wheat for NNW.T o . . .. 78 cars.
Total .. _...2082 cars

The quantib“ of wheat inspected at Winnipeg was 2,082 cars with
an average of\about 650 bushels per car, giving an aggregate of
1,342,600 bushels. Of this quantity 225 cars (146,250 bushels),
was of the 1885 crop. The grain inspected at Winnipeg of course
does not cover the total amount passing through, a considerable per
centage of the total being inspected at Port Arthur and other east-
ern points, Nor does the above include wheat uninspected and used
by millers in the Province, or wheat now in store at outside points.
The total export of wheat and flour from the 1886 crop aggregated
4,000,000 bushels. The barley inspected foots up to 21,100 bushels
and the oats to 74,000 bushels. The great percentage of the barley
and oats are sold on sample and are not_inspected at this point,
which explains the small returns made of those grains,

Your Committee are pleased to say that no disputes as to
grading have been referred to them for settlement.

GEO. J. MNAULSON, Chairman.

OHAS. N. BELL, Seoratary.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE

GENERAL

INSPECTION
OF CANADA, CHAP. 99, 49 VICT,, 1886.

ACT

BOARDS OF EXAMINERS.

y The Board M"'I‘mde at each of the cities of Quebec, Montreal,
N — Toronto, Kingston, Hamilton, London, Ottawa, Winnipeg and St,
} John, )I/.B., and at Port Arthur, and the Chamber of Commerce at
theeify of Halifax and at the city of Victoria, shall annually appoint
Tn the said localities respectively, and the Governor-in-Council may,
from time to time, appoint in any county in Canada or for auy
inspection division, five fit and skilful persons, any three of whom
shall be a quorum, for each class of articles to be inspected in such
locality or county, to examine and test the ability and fitness of
applicants for the office of inspector or deputy inspector of such
articles ; and no person shall be appointed such inspector or deputy
inspector, who has not been examined by and received a certificate
of qualification from the proper board of examiners; and the board
may, at any such examination, permit the attendance of any person
or persons of experience and skill in the subject of such examination,
and allow them to propose questions pertinent thereto to the candi.
date in order to test his knowledge and skill,

Every such board shall grant such certificates, and such only, as
to the qualification of the candidates who present themse!ves for
examination, as the knowledge and proficiency of such candidates
require or justify. 87 V., c. 45,8 2, part,—46 V., c. 29,8 1;—
48-49 V.; c. 66, 8. 2.

Yeneral Provisions.

One or more members, not exceeding three, of each of the boards
of examiners of applicants for the office of inspectors of wheat and
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ofher grain for the cities of Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton,
London, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Halifax, St. John, N.B., and Port
Arthur, shall meet together in the city of Toronto between the

! fifteenth day of August and the first day of October in each year,
for the purpose of choosing samples of grain of the various grades,
to be the standards by which the inspectors of grain throughout
Canada shall be governed in the work of inspection; and such
standards shall be chosen and approved by the said examiners, or a
majority of them present at such meeting, notice of which shall be
given by the Council of the Board of Trade of Toronto.

In the absence of the representative of any bhoard or boards of
examinens herein mentioned, such representatives as are present in
the said city of Toronto, and representing not less than three of the
places herein mentioned, shall proceed to establish the Dominion
stapdards for grain as herein provided , and if the requisite number
of represeniatives are not present on” or before the first day of
October, or if from any other cause the board hereby constituted
fails to assemble or to establish the standards herein mentioned,
then such standards shall be established by such means as the
(Governor-in-Council directs. 48-49 V., c. 66, s. 12.

If any dispute arises between the inspector or deputy inspector
for any of the places hereinbefore mentioned by name, where there
is a board of trade or a chamber of commerce, and the owner or
possessor of any article inspected under this Act, with regard to the
quality or condition of such article, or relating thereto, such dispute
shall not be decided in the manner in this section before provided,
but upon application by either of the parties to the dispute, to the
secrelary of the board of trade or the chamber of commerce for the
place where the dispute has arisen, the secretary shall forthwith
summon a meeting of the board of examiuers for the said place,
who, or a majority of whom, shall immediately: examine such article
and report their opinion of the quality or condition thereof ; and
their determination, or that of a majority of those present, expressed
in writing, shall be final and conclusive, and the inspector or deputy
inspector, shall immediately attend and conform himself thereto,
and shall brand, stamp or mark, or cause to be branded, stamped or
marked, such article or the package containing the same, of the
quality or condition ascertained by the determination aforesaid,
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or shall grant a certificate of inspection in accordance with such
determination, as the case requires,

WHEAT AND OTHER GRAIN.
The grades of grain shall be as follows :—[ Extracts|
Spring Wheat.

Extra Manitoba hard wheat shall be sound and wel! cleaned weigh
ing not less than sixty-two pounds to the bushel, and shall be com-
posed of red Fife wheat grown in Manitoba or the North-West Ter-
ritories of Canada ;

No. T Manitoba hard wheat shall be sound and well cleaned weigh-
ing not less than sixty pounds to the bushel, and shall be composed
of at least eighty-five per cent. of red Fife wheat grown in Manitoba
or the North-West Territovies of Canada ;

No. 2 Manitoba hard wheat shall be sound and reasonably clean,
weighing not less than fifty-eight pounds to the bushel, and shall be
composed of at least eighty-five per cent. of red Fife wheat, grown
iu Manitoba or the North-West Tefritories of Canada ;

No. 1 northern spring wheat shall be sound and well cleaned,
weighing not less than sixty pounds to the bushel, and shall be com-
posed of at least fifty per cent. of red Fife wheat, grown in Manitoba
or the North-West Territories of Canada ;

No. 2 northern spring wheat shall be sound and reasonably clean,
weighing not less than fifty-eight pounds to the bushel, and shall be
composed of at least fifty per cent. of red Fife wheat, grown in
Manitoba or.the North-West Territories of Canada;

No. 3 northern spring wheat shall comprise all wheat of the above
mentioned varieties, fit for warehousing, and weighing not less than
fifty-six pounds to the bushel, not good enough to be graded as No. 2;

No, 1 spring wheat shall be sound and well cleancd, weighing not
less than sixty pounds to the bushel ;
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No, 2 spring wheat shall be sound and reasonably clean, weighing
not less than fifty-eight pounds to the bushel;

No. 3 spring wheat shall comprise all wheat fit for warehousing,

not good enough to be graded as No. 2, weighing not less than fifty-
six pounds to the bushel ;

Rejected spring wheat shall comprise all wheat fit for warehousing,
but too low in weight or otherwise unfit to be graded as No. 3 ;

Oats.

No, 1 oats shall be sound, plump, clean and free from other grain ;

No. 2 oats shall be sound, reasonably clean, and reasonably free
from other grain ; !

Rejected oats shall include such as are damp, unsound, dirty, or
from any cause unfit to be graded as No. 2.

Barley.

No. | barley shall be plump, bright, sound, clean and free from
other grain.

Ne. 2 barley shall be reasonably clean and sound, b{lt not bright
aud plump enough to be graded as No. 1, and shall be reasonably

free from other grain, and weigh not less than forty-eight pounds to
the bushel.

No. 3 extra barley shall be in all respacts the same as No, 2

barley, except in color, weighing not less than forty-seven pounds to
the bushel.

No. 3 barley shall include shrunken or otherwise slightly dam-
aged barley, weighing not less than forty-five pounds to the bushel.

No. 4 barley shall include all barley equal to No. 3, weighing less
than forty-five pounds to the bushel.

All barley which is damp, musty, or from any cause badly dam.
aged-or largely mixed with other grain, shall be graded as “rejected.”
~

4
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Provisions as to all Grains.

No grain that is warm, or is in a heating condition, shall be
graded.

In the iuspection of grain the weight shall not alone determine
the grade.

All inspectors shall make their reasons for grading grain, when
necessary, fully known by notation on their books.

All good wheat that is slightly damp shall be reported and en-
tered on the inspector’s books as “no grade” with the inspector’s
notations as to quality and conditions,

All wheat that is in a heating condition, or too damp to be con-
sidered safe for warehousing or that has any considerable admixture
of foreign grain or seeds, or is badly bin-burnt, whatsoever grade it
might otherwise be, shall be reported and entered on the inspector’s
books as “ condemned,” with Lhe inspector’s notations as to quality
and conditions,

Any material admixture of “rice wheat,” otherwise known as
“goose” or *‘ California” wheat, or of red chaff wheat with other
descriptions of wheat, shall exclude the parcel from regular
inspection.

All wheat shall be weighed, and the weight per bushel entered on
the inspection book.




PROVINCE OF MANITOBA.

Statement of direct imports and exports from and to foreign
countrics for years ending 30th June.
YEAR Tports. Exports.  Duty paid. Remarks,

*$30,520

i

For 3 wmonths only
v " "
The old tariff of Assiniboia
18,074 of4  advalorem was coi.
: l tinued in force in Mani.
toba during these years

770,188
1,214,826 653,816
1,171,107
1,196,287

1,238,157 562,714
1,941,463 626,116
5,223,856 666,119 1,054,601

9,312,058 510,469 1,764,806 Ci;M opened from Port
3,768,851 772,730 664,038 )

» 1,083,528 569,050 (,.:;‘.ll](’&lzlig;:aul around Lake
...... v, 1508 832,615 467,213

2,012,183 875,041 508,948

$38,950,620 $10,311,897 57,743

The amounts shown by no means cover the totals of zoods imported
and exported from Manitoba. The vast bulk of manufactured goods
consumed is carried by the Canadian Pacific Railway through Cana-
dian Territory from eastern Canada, and probably the amount of
merchandise consumed in Manitoba which has been imported from
foreign countries, but paid duty at Eastern Canadian ports, will
fully equal, in each year, one half that of the sum actually credited
in the above table. In consequence, to arrive at the amounts which
would in reality cover ourimports, each year's figures shown above
must be increased by one half. In the case of Exports the grain
exported from Manitoba does not appear at all in the Trade returns
of Canada as credited to Manitoba, for the shipments are made via




the Canadian PacificRailway,and the ports of Toronto, Montreal,&e.,
are, as a fact, credited with our exports.
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Montreal, that port receiving the credit for our export.

Statement showing the value of goods purchased in Eastern
Canada, by Manitoba during certain years, which passed through

INTERPROVINCIAL TRADE.

the United States “in bond.”—Year ending 30th June:

In 1883 Canadian goods began to pass to Manitoba hy the Cana-
dian route and no record was possible of the values so shipped, but

........ $662,489
________ 1,374,311
........ 9,599,980
.. 3,599,980
...... 5,351,665
o .....10,575,770

188821 $11,621,573
188k 3,873,798
1885 .. ... 1,428,994
1888 e 55,179
1887 L 44,146

it will be seen by the records for 1886 and 1887 that practically

speaking ali shipments to Manitoba are now made through Cana-
dian Territory. If, with a population of 65,954 in 1881, goods to the
value of *$5,351,665 were purchased in Eastern Oanada, a much
greater amount is now purchased with a population of 115,000, even

allowing for a falling off in the trade of provisions, etc. now supplied
by the farmers of Manitoba.

The value of exports from
Manitoba for this year, in grain alone, will reach $7,000,000, a large
percentage of which has been shipped via Eastern Canada to foreign
countries, and in no case credited to Manitoba on the Customs books.
To illustrate this point it may be stated that the Government Trade
Returns of Canada for the year ending 30th June, 1887,show,as the
export to foreign countries, of wheat from Manitoba, 785 bushels,
while as a fact over 4,000,000 bushels were shipped from the
Province, much of which was exported to Great” Brithin from
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For information as to the general character of the eastern
Oanadian goods purchased by Manitoba the following table is given :

. Description 1881, 1882, 1883,
Goods not classified. . .. . ... 81,046,564 $4,433,735  $2,662,981
Machinery all kinds . PORMRR 3,756 745,807 1,043,937
Settlers effects . ... . ¢ 608,376 423,613
Groceries and Provisions . 630,355 1,096,914 1,755,803
Tron, Steel and Hardware s 315,579 1,651,009 1,471,195
Dry Goods, Clothing, etc s 84,370 1,670,711 3,375,673
Leather Manufactures 701,741 199,487 683,870
LigUoMs ) o r il 5 . 651,344 269,730 204,611

Pl vl o g cooeees 85,351,665 $10,575,770 811,621,583

MANITOBA FISH EXPORT TO UNITED STATES.
ABBY S Y e 1 eR DO TY Pannd) $54,663
e R R L o 1,450,871 51,589

1,682,664 65,261

In 1886 the following cities in the United States consumed our
fish: Buffalo, 460,340 lbs.; Minneapolis, 496,568 lbs.; St. Paul,
351,540 lbs.; Chicago, 71,800 Ibs.; Detroit, 70,003 Ibs.

Following is detailed list of the fish exported in 1887 :

841,480 lbs, Value $39,048
314,500 Ibs, 10,900

... 238,604 Ibs, 6,345
.. 143,379 lbs. 7,061
19,475 1bs. 803
18,736 1bs. 657
5,003 lbs. 220

1,487 Ibs. 297

1,582,664 $65,262




