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..r. Chairman:

1 an‘deli;shted to be here with vou toni-ht, to be
able to take part in your celebrations of Columbus Day. All
of us who have our roots elsewhere, whether in Italy or,
as in ny case, in Scotland, can join in Celebrating the
discovery of the llew /orld by Christofaro Colomrbo, a discovery
that has given us and our fathers who came here before us
a new life, a new freedon and a new homne.

I will not waste nriy time and yours by producin~z
for you tonight the bromides and clichés often considered
suitable for occasions like this -- the sreatness of the
Ttalian nation, the great contribution made to our national
life by Canadians of Italian origin -- all true indeed,
but rot, perhaps, what needs to be said here tonight. Like
all of you, I am here to enjov the good food, the good wine,
the food cormipany.

For a few ninutes, let me talk about freedo:n,
n-t as an ideal -- what could I say to my compatriots who
conte of the great nation that produced Cavour and i.azzini,
and lived throurh the triumph and tragedy of the risorgimento.

In Canada, to a very great extent, we still enjoy
a very basic, but very fragile freedom, the freedon to live
our lives without constant surveillance by security forces,
the freedor: to walk on the streets umnriolested. The security
of Canadians still resides in peace and order -- rooted
in the confidence people have in their free institutions
and the will of Canadians to riake then effective, rather
than in the enforcaient of law and order.

The peace and order that Jjuarantees our personal
freedon seerns to be under attack throuchout the world,
certainly throughout what we call the iestern world. Too
often, special interest groups -- and I hasten to add that
this isnot an Italian specialty -- arrorate to themselves
the richt to jecopardize peace and order for sone Zroup
objective that may or nay not nave sreat nerit.

I need not reiiind you of the tragic events
ir jortreal a vear aro. In the last fewr weelis we have
seen with our ovm erves or on televisionthe deploynent of
arred ~uards ir our peaceable capital of Ottawva and other
Canadian cities on a scale unprecedented in our experience,
as re have received as ruests leaders of the Soviet Union
and Yuroslavia.

The rirht of free Canadians to demonstrate
arainst people and situations of vhich they disapporve is
rot at issue. i.any Canadians have suffered, or seen their
fanilies and {riends suffer under oppresive ré:ines. Their
Teelinrs are to be respected and their seriousness of purpose
accepted. Deuonstrations have always plaved a role in the
exercise of democratic freedons.
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Yet ever a peace”ul cernonstration nay threcaten tho
neace. and order of Canaca if hy sheer weight of nurbers it
nlaces an irmossible burcden upon security forces. Cr it rav
b2 used as a cover by elenents in our society that ~re prepared
t.o sco violence used for the sale of extreme political causss
thich canrot gain acceptance by ceriocratic processes or to
rreriote anarchy.

This right to the quiet enjoynment of life has not
been earned by this generation. It is inherited, and there is
a duty upon us all to pass it on, strengthened, to coming gzenc-
rations. It is a precious and fragile heritage. 1t is bascc
on the celicate equilibrium between a maximum of personal free-
dom and the essential nirimun of public order. Let not those
tho a2c¢vocate wthat they regardé as good causes jeoparcize by
excess that delicate balance upon which the good society itself
depends.

Things have been happening gquickly here at home in
Canacda, and in the vworld as a whole, and it is this rapic rate
of change that contributes much to current unrest. iiany of the
assuniptions we made in the past have to be re-examined. The
accepted¢ patterns have been broken. Canada recognizes ths
Pecple's Republic of China. Other nations, some of then among
our oldast friends lile Italy, follow. Pel:ing tziies thz2 China
seat at the United lations. President lixon arnounces a new
econoniic volicy anc¢ shock waves are felt around the -rorld, no-
-there rore than in Canacda, the United Statesi best customer
and closest friend and ally.

‘Jithin six nonths the Prime linisters of the Soviet
Union and Canada pay extended visits to each otherf®s countries,
a Protocol on Consultations is signed in lioscowr anc 2 General
Zxchanses \grecnent in Ottavra. Britain rioves towards the
furopean Common i‘arket. The uhole pattern of worlé trade, so
essential to Canadian prosperity, seems to be changing. Signs
of hope for an end to hostilities in Indochina are offset by a
growing confrontation between India and Pakistan.

All of this and much more within the space of a
relatively few months.

Sriall wonder that there are uncertainties as to the
future ané the course that Canada should follow both at home
and abroad.

First and forerost, I am sure you will agree, is the
aurstion o how to protect and strengthen the Canadian econony
in this complex situation and on that point, I shall say only
tvo simple things.
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First, we are not going to strengthen our economy by
anti-American policies. It is our destiny and our good fortune
to share the North American continent with the richest nation
on the eartht!'s surface. It makes good sense to exploit that
advantage for all it is worth. It makes good sense to work with
the United States for our mutual benefit.

The second point is that in our economic policies we
should strive to avoid unnecessary dependence upon the United
States by promoting trade and financial links with the rest of
the world. This is not anti-American in any sense. It is
traditional Canadian policy, which is becoming more and more
relevant as Europe and Japan, for example, challenge the pre-
dominant position of the United States as an economic power and
the Soviet Union looks outward for trade with the non-Communist
world.

The effort to diversify lies behind the Prime Minister's
visits to the nations of Asia and the Pacific - and our trans-
Pacific trade is multiplying apace - behind the constant consulta-
tions my colleagues and I are having with European governments
and the European Economic Commission, behind the exchange of
visits between our Prime Minister and Mr. Kosygin. Kone of these
activities is anti-American in intention or effect. They are
in pursuit of Canada's best interests. The economies of Canada
and the United States are interdependent to an extent unequallecd
and unprecedented. It would be to the interest of neither nation
were Canada to become an economic satellite of the United States.

I have dealt with Canada's econonmic interests first,
since they represent solid realities that touch us all, that we
can identify and measure in dollars and percentages. But Canada
viould be a poor country and I certainly would not be the Canacian
Foreign Minister if we saw ourselves as no more than a business
enterprise.

Canadians and Americans of all kinds of origins have
shared this continent with its native inhabitants since before
there was a Canada, since before there was a United States.
Christoforo Colombo opened a new world for the Spanish in the
South, the French in the lNorth, the English on the Atlantic sea-
board. In this impressionistic and highly unreliable sketch of
the settlement of North America, I nust not overlook the prudent
purchase of a rocky island at the mouth of the Hudson River by
the Dutch. The Italians, showing their usual good sense, avoided
the wars of conquest and the power plays on thiS'gontinent, and
calmly infiltrated the lot, to the ultimate benefit of all.

North of the Rio Grande, this continent is sharecd by
the people of Canaca and the people of the United Sta?es.
Canadians and Americans are proud peoples. They cherish their
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indepencence of cach other, and the particular traditions and
differing institutions that give independence meaning.

As we cherish our differences, even more we cherish
the shared ideas and goals that unite us. This simple but pro-
found fact overshadowrs the constant conflicts of interest that
arise between us. Conflict is a function of contact. Canaca
has very little in the way of conflict with longolia: our
relations with that country might be regardec as a rocel for
all nations if we were to overlook the fact that our contact
writh the people of longolia is almost non-existent. Should
charging circumstances bring us into close contact with l'ongolia,
I can guarantee vou scne pretty good¢ conflicts of interest within
a very short time. Yo two nations in the worlc have so many
contacts at so many levels, official and unofficial, as Carada
and the Unitecd States. Essentially, these contacts serve the
cormon interest but no matter how busy Secretary Zogers and I
are vrith the -oilcan, constant contact leacs to cconstant fricticn
anc the generation of Trequent heatecd exchanges.

In a recent far-reaching statement on Canacdian forzign
policy, the Government hac two things to say about our relations
«yith the Unitec States. That the United States is our closest
friend and ally and will remain so. This I have discussec with
vyou. And that the central problem for Canada is how to live in
harmony with, but distinct from, the nost powerful and dynamic
society on earth.

For a generation, and until very recently, the world
vas locled in a sterile East-est confrontation, with China
ohsessed with its own internal cifficulties and plaving little
part on the world stage, the nations of the third world engagecd
in a life-and-death struggle for survival.

Suddenly, Peking sits on the Jecurity Council.
Presicent llixon prepares to visit the two great cormunist
capitals, Mosco'r anc Peking. The Soviet Union accepts a better
arrangerent between the two Germanies, responds after years of
inaction to INATO urging for balanced force reductions in Central
Turope, promotes a European Security Conference, engages in
strategic arms limitations talks with the United States, calls
for a world conference on disarrament.

I cannot discuss all of these developments with you
tonight, nor can anyone, I believe, be sure what they all nean
for the peace of the world and the well-being of all men.

“That is clear is that power relationships frozen for
a quarter of a century are in the process of change and that
trading patterns and monetary arrangements laboriously established
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arc in Tlux. In these new and perhavs unsettling bHut at least
nhopeful circurstances, Canada is determined to preserve its
sovereiznty anc its independence while, at thc same tine,
reTusing to rerain locled in cold-war attitudes that have lost
at least a part of their rnieaning and their inportance. Canaca
7elcories the human face being shown by nations lil'e the Soviet
Union and China. Past history should not be forgotten but it
shoulc¢ not be allowed tc impece careful, prucent rovenent towerd
a sancr and¢ safer world ecuilibrium. '

Cne thing seens to be clear, that the emergence of

Chira on the world scerne ancd the oresence of China in thc
Security Council will male it more difficult Tor the United
States and the Soviet Union to settle mattcrs bhetween thermsclvzs.
Cnly time +will tell whether this is a healthy cdevclopnent in
international relations. Although it will certainly have the

ffect of making the settlement of issues riore difficult to
achieve, settlerents once reached may well prove to bc riore

effective and riore enduring.

In ny remarks this evening, I have travellec¢ a long
vay fror: this hall and from our reasons fTor beinz here I have
tried to show you a little of the changing world as Canaca sees
it. I hope I have given you some food for thought. ‘Tithout
further ado, I offer to all of vou in this room anc¢ to all
Caradians of Italian cdescent ny thanks for all vou have contr
buted to Canaca anéd the Canacian way of life, I salute you a’l
on this cday of Christorher Columbus and so -- on ith the cance!




